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PREFACE 

During the millennium of Muslim rule, India never witnessed such a 

woeful upheaval against the ruling race as it did in the 1857 event. The severe 

clashes between the rulers (the British) and the ruled (Muslims and Hindus) 

produced deep-rooted and far-reaching effects. The Britishers alleged that the 

excesses of the “insurgents” were responsible for the inhuman crimes but, on the 

contrary, according to the indigenous people, the atrocities committed by the 

British in vindictive mood exceeded all limits, such as public whipping, hanging. 

shooting, impaling, mutilating, burning alive, blowing from the guns and sewing 

alive in the pig skins after subjecting the innumerable victims of vengeance to 

every conceivable humiliation and torture, regardless of age and sex. This biased 

attitude of the major warring nations of 1857 has been explicitly demonstrated by 

the various denominations of this historic incident, like “war of independence’, 

“freedom movement’ etc. mostly by the Muslims and ‘revolt’, ‘mutiny” (ghadr) 

etc. by the colonialists which means perfidy, treachery and base ingratitude and, 

thus, most of our heroic deeds are coloured and branded by them. 

So far, a huge corpus of material (voluminous books, contemporary 

records, diaries and memoirs) is available, but still it seems difficult for the 

concerned groups to throw off the shackles of old prejudices and partialities. 

Apart from all these diverse opinions, one can hardly deny the significance of the 

debacle of 1857 as a turning-point in the history of Indian subcontinent. It tells 

the history of fading glory, fleeting kingship and elusive power of the centuries- 

old Mughal Empire and narrates the. story of the transfer of power from the 

Company to the Crown, the drastic changes introduced in the administration and 

the army, the ‘Political Law’ regulating the relations with the states etc. aimed at 

strengthening and perpetuating the British rule in India. 

The uprising of 1857 was not quite an isolated unrelated phenomenon: it 

was neither an abruptly erupted “mutiny” of the “native” sepoys, nor a revolt of 

dispossessed feudal chieftains. Both these factors did play their own limited role 

in intensifying or accelerating this war. But to claim that discrimination against 

the sepoys. and annexation of princely states. were responsible for the 

subcontinent-wise upsurge is an injustice to the patriotism of the intelligentsia, 

the peasant and the artisan classes who rose up in mass insurrection. 

The 1857 Movement had a socio-political background and an ideological 

basis. The cauldron was simmering for over a hundred years and it could burst at 

any moment. The interests of the masses of people had been axed and their 

feelings grievously outraged. No doubt, it was the culmination of complex social 
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forces, and though it failed to achieve its goal immediately and even released a 

wave of brutal repression from which Muslims took long to recover. The 

foremost among the aggrieved were the Muslims. Political power passed away 

from their hands. It was the Muslims and the Muslims alone whose resistance the 

Paramount Power feared most. 

In comparison to other major participants in this war, the Muslims 

suffered more. Even afterwards, they were harshly victimized and the distortions 

of facts and travesties of truth have gained currency in the process of time. 

British and Hindu historians incessantly tried to their views and continued to 

diminish the historic role, played by the Muslims. Because of the sheer inertia 

and slothfulness, the Muslims responded, but rather weakly, and to some extent 

lately. : 

On the occasion of 150" anniversary of this fiasco of 1857 (2007), a 

voluminous project has been launched which aimed at bringing into light the 

contribution of Muslim historians to the study and evaluation of this war 

according to their own viewpoint. Though their contribution is comparatively 

meagre, intermingled with divergent views, but it deserves to be minutely studied 

and seriously considered. As a part of this project, three books in Urdu have 

already been published, comprising a callection of Hasan Nizami’s prolific 

writings about 1857 (2007), a collection of diaries, contemporary sources and 

memoirs (2007) and 1857 in a historical, intellectual and literary perspective 

(2007). The present book entitled /857 in the Muslim Historiography is the last 

volume of the afore-mentioned project which is primarily meant to rescue the 

history of Muslims in the subcontinent from the inaccuracies and prejudices that 

have developed around 1857 and then to represent the character and importance 

of this historic event for wider understanding by the people who are proud heirs 

of a great tradition. This book has been divided in different sections in order to 

cover all the important aspects of 1857. ‘i 

Here, it is not possible to name all my friends and colleagues, in the 

country and abroad, who have tremendously helped me in locating and finding 

the concerned sources. I am heartily grateful to all of them. 

Lahore 

6" March, 2007 M. Ikram Chaghatai 
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