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MAHDI HUSAIN 

BAHADUR SHAH II 
AND 

THE WAR OF 1857 

In my childhood I used to hear stories about the Mutiny (Ghadr') of 1857 
from my revered father who had witnessed it as a boy of 13, then living with his 
parents in Dehli. One day, while narrating the story he said feelingly, “We were 
compelled to leave Dehli our paternal home and all our belongings. afraid of the 
plundering raids of the Telingas and fled to Alwar where we found shelter and 
we did not return until many years after the fall of Dehli and restoration of 
peace’. In this manner was awakened in me some curiosity about the so-called 
Ghadr but I had no time to think seriously of it until the [8th of November 1956 
when | wrote an article on ‘Emperor Bahadur Shah I and his role in the War of 
1857° for the Amrita Bazar Patrika. \t is reproduced below together with its 
criticism which appeared subsequently in the same paper 

Emperor Bahadur Shah I: His Role in the War in 1857 
The last Mughul Emperor of Dehli (this spelling, is strictly according to 

the chronicles and is in fact truly Indian. Delhi is the English spelling) commonly 
known as Bahadur Shah Zafar was the second son of Akbar Shah and his Rajput 
wife Lal Bai. He was a great scholar of Persian, a marvellous calligrapher and a 
gifted poet of Urdu with Zafar as his pen-name. He composed many ghuzals in 
Urdu as well as diwans some of which are available in printed form: He also 
wrote a commentary on Shaikh Sa‘di’s Gulistan. 

He ascended the throne in 1837 when he was 62 years old. Since his 
accession he remained for the most part in Dehli Fort as a pensioner of the East 
India Company and had nothing to do with the administration of the city and 
country which remained entirely in British hands. He was a very quiet man of 
sufi disposition. His activities were confined to writing books, holding discourses 
in poetry and visiting the shrine of sufi saints like the dargah of Hazrat 
Nizamu’ddin Auliya and that of Shaikh Qutbu’ddin Bakhtiyar Kaki where he had 

1 
Ghadr—a Hindustani equivalent for the Mutiny. meaning perfidy. treachery and base 
ingratitude — became after the fall of Dehli a popular expression to denounce the Rising of 
1857. 
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built a palace called Zafar Mahal. From this Zafar Mahal he used to watch the 

annual Hindu-Muslim fair or picnic called Phul Walon Ke Sair which he had 

inaugurated. This national fair continued to be held in the precincts of the Qutb 

shrine even after Bahadur Shah regularly every year until the year of communal 

fury, ie. 1947. It was restored through the efforts and sacrifice of Mahatma 

Gandhi. 

He joins the Rebels 

When on 10th May 1857 the Indian contingents commonly known as 

Telinga—perhaps because their officers came from the Telingana territory—rose 

in a body against the British at Mirath and secured arms and booty by reckless 

killing and loot. Bahadur Shah II of Dehli knew nothing about the matter. In the 

morning of | 1th May they arrived in Dehli and the revolt spread to all classes of 

people in the city. In the morning of 12th May the Telingas called on the aged 

and infirm Emperor Bahadur Shah in the Fort. They implored him to accept their 

services in the cause of Mughul rule which they said they were anxious to 

restore. In spite of his old age Bahadur Shah accepted their request. Along with 

his sons Zaheeru’ddin Mirza Mughul and Mirza Jawan Bakht and other able- 

bodied members of the royal family he went in cavalcade from the Fort up to 

Chandni Chowk. There he stopped near the gate of what was then known as 

‘Begum Ka Bagh’ and addressed the Telinga army saying, ‘l’am with you 

wholeheartedly. But I possess neither a treasure nor an army. If | get back my 

dominion I shall bestow gifts on you in right royal manner’. They replied, 

‘Huzur! we require neither wealth nor army. We only want this much—and this 

is our earnest desire—that Huzur may kindly give us the support of your name. 

We shall lay down our lives at your feet. We want to see you recover your Indian 

dominion and we should thereby earn a good name for ever.” The Emperor said 

in reply, ‘Whatever I possess is at your disposal. Eat and drink out of my 

provision. And with a bold heart turn these adversaries (the English) out of India 

and make my coin current.” Immediately a gold coin was struck with the 

following verse engraved on it: 

Bazar zad sikka nusrat tarazi 

Siraju‘ddin Bahadur Shah Ghazi 

(Siraju’ddin Bahadur Shah Ghazi 

struck gold coin as a sign of victory) 

Emperor’s Patriotism 

In the morning of 13th May the Emperor held a durbar in the Diwan-i 

Khass of the Dehli Fort. The durbar was attended by all the officers of the 

Telinga army. But, in the course of the arrangements they made there for the 

capture of the city, for the conveyance of ammunition and other details they 

dictated their own terms which the Emperor accepted and he assured them of his 

espousing their cause which was the cause of India’s liberation, provided they 

proved obedient to his orders, behaved properly and observed discipline. 
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Presumably the Emperor had strong misgivings about the Telingas and feared 
that they would misbehave and would ultimately make his position worse. That 

in spite of his misgivings he did not disappoint the Telingas and accepted then 
request speaks volumes for Bahadur Shah's patriotism and his desire for the 
liberation of India. He had no personal ambition lett for he was now extremely 
old and had been used to living the life of a dervish 

In the afternoon of the same day the Telingas brought 60 bnylishmen 
ladies and children as prisoners betore the Emperor and wanted his permission to 
kill them. The Emperor dissuaded them trom killing innocent people. And he 
ordered those ladies and children to be taken to the Fort, and looked atic 

New Government Set Up 
On I4th May, the English having evacuated the city of Dehli, a kind of 

national government was set up there. All Hindu and Muslim officers, Raos and 
Rajas were called to attend the Court. The Emperor desired co-operation from all 
and sent circular letters to the jagirdars and amirs requesting them to come over 
But there was little response: and amirs like Aminu’ddin Ahmad Khan and 
Ziyau'ddin Ahmad Khan of Loharu attended the court but made lame excuses 
and went away. Most of the remaining, amirs and jagirdars who had been 
approached sent in messages alleging their inability to leave their estates in the 
midst of turmoil. 

On 15th May another durbar was held and new officers of the Indian 
Army of Liberation were appointed. The supreme command of this army was 
given to Zaheeru’ddin Mirza Mughul and a subordinate command was taken by 
the queen Zinat Mahal Begum. Mirza Jawan Bakht, a son of the Emperor and the 
queen, was made wazir. Two Hindu officers stand out prominent in the list. One 
was the Rao Sahib of Pargana Dadri and another was a chieftain named Sai Mall. 
The Rao Sahib was awarded a royal robe and put in charge of the commissariat 
and transport while Sai Mall was appointed commander of a battalion and 
charged to seize the British provisions. When shortly afier Sai Mall was killed, 
his maternal grandson Puran Mall succeeded him in the office. 

Rebel Army’s Excesses 
But in spite of the Indian Army of Liberation thus formed, the Indians 

were not united. Some of them carried tales to the British who had established 
their camp on the Ridge, now known as Fatehgarh or Jitgarh. Among such tale 
carriers is found the name of a Muslim, viz. Agha Jan and of a Hindu called 
Mohan Lall. They are said to have opened secret correspondence with the British. 

For the next four months Bahadur Shah held the trembling throne of 
Dehli while he himself was trembling, under the weight of years and for fear of 
the disobedient and irresponsible army who had already proved wayward and 
were committing blunders every day. 

On 16th May they requested the Emperor to make over: the aforesaid 
English prisoners to them and they wanted to kill them all. The Emperor ordered 
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the army not to do, took the prisoners out of the jail and making them stand 

before the Naqqarkhana killed them all with swords. This was not all. The 

Telingas began to lay hands even on their own countrymen. They attacked 

Munshi Mohan Lall and plundered the house of Munshi Gobind Dass whom they 

suspected of being pro-British. 
At this stage rumours were set afloat — and no wonder were engineered 

by certain schemers— that the queen Zinat Mahal Begum and a leading Amir 

Hakim Ahsanullah Khan had on their own account opened secret correspondence 

with the British. But this is mere hearsay. The truth of the matter is that the queen 

Zinat Mahal Begum continued true to the cause her royal husband had espoused. 

Meanwhile the war between the British on the Ridge and the Indians and 

their Emperor in the city of Dehli was in progress. Skirmishes and fighting 

continued until the 14th September on which fateful day the British succeeded in 

storming Dehli. On hearing of this, Bahadur Shah burst into tears and said, “1 had 

foretold this calamity. At long last these ungrateful men have ruined me in my 

old age. However today | shall go personally to the battlefield to fight.” Saying 

this the 84-year-old Emperor buckled his armour and rode out of the Fort. But the 

British guns were booming and bullets were ceaselessly falling all around. Some 

of the men of the now broken Army of Libergtion persuaded the aged Emperor to 

go back into the Fort. He retired. The war was over and in the course of the next 

four days the rump of the Indian army melted away. 

LAST OF THE TIMURS 
On 19th September Emperor Bahadur Shah found himself alone. And 

fearing a bitter fate awaiting him he sent out the queen and other ladies and some 

princes in the darkness of the night from the Fort to some unknown place. Alone 

he remained dismayed in the Fort for the rest of the night. On the morrow he left 

it quietly and went straight to the shrine of Hazrat Nizamu’ddin Auliya. He sat 

down by the side of the sacred tomb and burst into tears. After a short time he 

looked to the custodian of the shrine and said, ‘I had told you this much before. 

These luckless rebel soldiers are wayward. They have no stamina, no discipline 

and no powers of endurance. | had apprehensions from the beginning; now they 

have come true. These soldiers have fled before the English. Brother! although | 

am a retired fakir yet in my veins runs that great blood which would keep me 

fighting if | took to it, to the last drop of it in my body. My forefathers have seen 

worse days than these and they never lost heart. But | have read the writing on 

the wall. | see with my own eyes the fast approaching tragic end of our glory. 

Now there is not a shadow of doubt left that of the great house of Timur I am the 

last mark and trail seated on the throne of India. The lamp of Mughul dominion is 

fast extinguishing; it would remain but a few hours more. Since I know this 

definitely why should I cause more bloodshed unnecessarily? Hence I left the 

Fort. The country belongs to God; He may give it to whomsoever He likes.’ 

Saying this he delivered into the custody of the shrine a box which alone he had 

carried with himself on leaving the Fort. This box contained three hairs from the 
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sacred beard of Prophet Muhammad—— a holy relic which had passed on as 
| sacred from father to son in the house of Timur since the }4th century A.D. (8th 
} century Hijra). Then the Emperor felt relieved and said, “It is more than a day 
that | took my last meal. Give me something to eat.” 

| BANISHED TO RANGOON 
Some coarse food was readily presented and he took some hasty morsels 

‘and then left for the mausoleum of Humayun which stood a few furlones trom 
jthere. He took shelter near his ancestor's tomb. But he was pursued immediate, 
iby the British troops and arrested by Hodson who captured also two of the sons 
of the Emperor and one grandson. They surrendered to him but in spite of their 
surrender they were shot dead by Hodson. Bahadur Shah was taken into the Fort 
and tried. After a long trial the judges decided that Bahadur Shah was vuilly of 
abetting murder. As a result he was deposed and banished to Rangoon. in 
December 1858 where he lived and died as a dervish (1862). 

HERO AND MARTYR 
It follows from the above that Bahadur Shah was not only a great patriot 

ind hero but a martyr in the cause of India’s liberation. He combined in his 
erson qualities of fakir and king and did no harm to anyone. He might have 
ucceeded in expelling the Englishmen had there been union among the Indians 
t was his misfortune that he was born in a disunited India and the closing years 
vhen life had gone out of the Mughul rule. But he had a genuine love for India 
nd plunged himself into a whirlpool of disasters for the sake of his countrymen. 
le was a symbol and standard bearer of Hindu-Muslim unity. And it is a fact that 
uring the short period of his nominal and ineffective rule the Musalmans 
bandoned cow-slaughter. 

Amrita Bazar Patrika, Nov. 28, 1956 
Letter to the Editor 

Martyr or Traitor 
Sir,— Prof. Mahdi Husain, M.A., Ph.D. (London) D. Lit. (Paris) wrote 

a article on the above subject in the Sunday ‘Amrita Bazar Patrika’ of 
ieee 18, last. The account we are told is based on contemporary Persian 
urces. But as he has not said anything to indicate the nature of these sources it 
not possible to discuss in detail the facts stated by him or the views and 

» ¢ntiments based thereon. 
There is however one passage which cannot go unchallenged, 

ticularly as the real facts are contrary to what he has said and demolish the 
hole structure he has sought to construct. The Passage runs as follows: 

“Rumours were set afloat and no wonder were engineered by schemers — that 
We queen Zinat Mahal Begum and a leading amir Hakim Ahsanullah Khan had 

their own account opened secret correspondence with the British. But this is a 
re hearsay. The truth of the matter is that the queen Zinat Mahal Begum 
ntinued true to the cause her royal husband had espoused’. Fortunately for 
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history, but unfuortunately for the two illustrious persons involved we have 

positive evidence to prove that these rumours were only too true. A book 

published in 1858 contains a number of letters written during the siege of Delhi 

by H. H. Greathed Cormmissioner of Mirat who was appointed by the 

Lieutenant-Governor of North-West Province as his Political Agent at Delhi 

attached to the Field-Force. In a letter dated camp Delhi August 23, 1857 he 

writes, “An emissary came out from Zeenut Mahal the favourite wife of the king, 

a great political personage offering to exercise her influence with the King to 

bring out some arrangement’. In another letter dated August 19, 1857 Greathed 

says, ‘I am beginning to get letters from the princes declaring they have been all 

along fondly attached to us and they want to know what they can do for us’. 

Prof. Mahdi Husain is quite right when he says that Zinat Mahal 

continued true to the cause her royal husband had espoused for Bahadur Shah 

himself led the way to such treacherous intrigues with the English. Immediately 

after the Mutineers from Mirat arrived at Delhi and Bahadur Shah accepted their 

leadership he sent post-haste a secret message to the British Lieutenant-Governor 

at Agra informing him of the situation. This fact is mentioned by Jiwan Lal 

Munshi who was at Delhi at the time in his Persian narrative which has been 

translated by Metcalfe. Hakim Ahsanullah admits in his evidence at the trial of 

Bahadur Shah that he sent the message on behalf of the King asking for the help 

of British troops to put down the sepoys. According to the written statement of 

Chunni Lal published in the proceedings of the trial of Bahadur Shah the sepoys' 

intercepted a letter written by Ahsanullah Khan and bearing his own seal in 

which he offered to the British to make over all the soldiery now in Delhi. 

Ahsanullah when confronted with the letter said it was a forgery. 

During my recent visit to London I came across a letter from the British 

Commander of the forces besieging Delhi dated 4th July 1857 in which he refers 

to a proposal made by Ahsanullah on behalf of Bahadur Shah that if the British 

guaranteed his pension he would secretly admit the British troops inside the Fo 

of Delhi through Jer-darojah, a private entrance, into the palace. So the sepoys 

were quite right in suspecting the loyalty of Ahsanullah and Bahadur Shah, an 

we can well understand why they threatened to take away Zinat Mahal Begu 

and keep her as a hostage for the loyalty of Bahadur Shah. 

According to Prof. Mahdi Husain ‘Bahadur Shah was not only a greal 

patriot and hero but a martyr in the cause of India’s liberation’. If we understan 

the meaning of English words, Bahadur Shah has not the least claim to be call 

a hero, a patriot or a martyr. The only epithet applicable to Bahadur Shah 1 

traitor. The queen Zinat Mahal, the princes and Ahsanullah who all—to use Pro’ 

Husain’s words — ‘continued true to the cause, espoused by Bahadur Shah’, al 

deserve to share the epithet equally with him. 
Sd. Dr. R. C. Majumdar, 

Professor of Ancient Indian History and Cultur 

Nagpur University, Nagpur 

a 
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On reading the above letter | wrote a commentary of my article: and after 
sending the same for publication to the Amrita Bazar Patrika | pursued further 

studies and researches. After several months of ceaseless work at different 
places— Calcutta, Patna, Rampur and Dehli I wrote this book. entitled 
BAHADUR SHAH II AND THE WAR OF 1857 IN DEHLI WITH ITS 

| UNFORGETTABLE SCENES. Seven of its nev er-to-be-forgotten scenes which, if 
‘reiterated, will enable the student to acquire proper understanding and insivht are 
‘reproduced below. 
i First scene. — From 14th to 16th May while news poured in at the Royal 
‘Palace of the march of British troops from Mirath, Emperor Bahadur Shah 
‘continued to advise his Army to make an attack on Mirath and expel the English 
‘completely from that city and its environments. But his advice went unheeded 
and the English exploited the situation: they concentrated troops at Baghpat, thus 
threatening to attack Dehli. In the course of the next four days (27th to 30th May ) 
hey fortified their position, and Wilson marched with his divisions from Mirath 
n the direction of Dehli reaching Ghaziu'ddin Nagar near the Hindan at 
laybreak on 30th May. There they encountered some opposition from the 
3adshahi Army (Sipah-i Shahi) who made an attack according to plan but were 
epulsed; another attack made on 3lst May proved equally ineffective. The 
ictorious British troops advanced to Alipur where they fortified themselves vell as at Baghpat (4th June). 

Second scene.—On 8th June took place the battle of Badli-ki-Serai 
‘hich was again a victory for the British resulting in the British occupation of lindu Rao’s house and the Flagstaff. Now they began to look confidently yrward to conquering Dehli, and 7,000 British and allied soldiers held ‘emselves ready to fall from the heights of the Ridge upon the city below at any uitable moment. But on 9th June the Badshahi Army made a grand attack on the idge; and fighting continued the whole day, the shells from the Badshahi ‘tillery falling on the Ridge ceaselessly till 11th June. 
| Third scene.—On 12th and 13th, and again on the 17th and 23rd June, te Badshahi Army made fresh attacks, heedless of the loss of lives and property iflicted by the British who had meanwhile burnt a Royal battery as well as the lage of Kishangarh. Believing that 23rd June—the centenary of Plassey—was last day of the British Raj in India the Badshahi Army rushed fiercely that on the British Camp and severe fighting ensued at the Sabzi Mandi. but they ‘fre not favoured by luck and the Sabzi Mandi area fell to the British. Still the dshahi Army pulled themselves together and advanced to make a fresh attack the British Camp (30th June); and they became distinctly hopeful and 

as 

s had set in, but a fresh attack was made on the 9th when over 200 British iers were killed. In the course of this attack, it is said, the Badshahi Army 
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made a vain appeal in the name of India to the Indian gunners in the British f 

artillery and urged them to come over to their side. 

Fifth scene. —From 10th to 13th July while there was no fighting, huge 

ammunition and stored convoys from the Indian Princes reached the British 

Camp and 300 Sikh artillerymen also arrived to reinforce them. But the Badshahi 

Army were not dismayed. On 14th July they fell on the enemy’s camp at the 

Sabzi Mandi but were driven back. Four days later they made another attack at 

the same Mandi though fresh reinforcements of Sikh cavalry and large convoys 

of ammunition and stores had reached the British Camp the same day. Fighting 

was held up for the next four days (July 19-22) on account of the incessant rains. 

The Badshahi Army made a sally on 23rd July and occupied Ludlow Castle, But 

a rift having occurred in their ranks quarrels broke out. For this reason there was 

no fighting till the 2nd of August when the Emperor raised their dropping spirits 

and inspired them with new zeal. As a result they made a severe attack on the 

enemy but there was no appreciable success. Fighting ceased for the next two 

days (4th and 5th August) only to be resumed on the 6th; and after 11 days’ 

continuous action it ceased again for three days (19th to 21st August), the arrival 

of fresh reinforcements for the British from the Punjab having changed the 

programme. Under the leadership of Nicholson the British now held out a new 

threat of a sweep on Dehli. But the Badshahi Army who had been preparing for a 

fresh grapple were surprised and defeated by Nicholson on the 26th. This was 

followed by a cessation of fighting for the next ten days during which period 

there came for the British another instalment of reinforcements and ammunitions 

from Mirath and Firozpur, and some troops also came from Jind. 

Sixth scene-—On 8th September the Qudsia Bagh and Ludlow Castle 

were seized by the British, and an attempt made by the Badshahi Army to 

recover these places proved abortive. Then the British fortified the Ludlow Castle 

and constructed a battery in front of it; they also began to make seriou 

preparations for the grand assault w hich had long been in the offing. On | Ith an 

12th September they bombarded and destroyed the Kashmiri Gate Bastion an 

their shells began to fall into the city. On the 13th all the British batteries begal 

simultaneously to fire on the city and the strength of the Badshahi Army fell fro 

60.000 to less than 10,000 while that of the British rose from the pre-Badli figu 

of 1,700 to 8,000. 

Seventh scene-—-On 14th September began the planned assault. Th 

British assailants seized the Kashmiri, Kabuli and Mori Gates and destroyed thi 

Water Bastion. At the same time they bombarded the Royal Palace an 

Salimgarh. The assault continued on the 15th and 16th; the bombardment of t 

Royal Palace and Salimgarh also continued, and the street fighting which no 

began continued through the 17th, 18th and 19th. On that fateful day Gener 

Bakht Khan broke his camp outside the Lahori Gate and went away. On 20 

September the Emperor was captured at Humayun’s tomb; he was betrayed in 

British hands by his elderly kinsman, Mirza Hlahi Bakhsh. 
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In all the above scenes Bahadur Shah's is the Most important fieure . the cynosure of all eyes, of friends as well as of foes. of the army and the inhabitants of Dehli as also of the British officers and their allies.’ All the time Bahadur Shah Was assailed by formidable difficulties, the most telling of all being an empty treasury. Since May 1857 the British Government had stopped payments of all Kinds to him. He was unable to pay his own servants and to provide for his large family. One day, it is reported, his daughter Nawab Khatun Zamani Been was compelled to ask Banarsi Lal. the Royal treasurer, fora loan of Rs. |S Such wa the financial strain but Bahadur Shah held his head high and lowered not the cause for which he had accepted the leadership of the sepoys. He did not sell that cause at any price and resisted all kinds -ot baits and fears. Great were the temptations that dallied before him: greater still were the threats that were held out to him through repeated Warnings: and sure was the destruction of himselt and his household that threatened him in adhering to the Fort and fivhting the English amidst the greatest financial strains and all kinds of drains on his resources, One day, it is said, he found one of the chieftains intriguing with the British. Thereupon he expressed his disapproval and said angrily. “Until the English at Nynee Pul are not killed, | shall consider you their friend and that you are in treacherous communication with them. It is a great pity that for a few hours’ security in the world you barter your eternal welfare: go off to Nvnee Puls complete your work there and return’.” There was sincerity even in his rebuke and his expressions impressed the friend and foe alike A British spy warned the British on the eve of their grand assault of Dehli against their laying severe hands on the Royal house after the fall of the city:’ such was the popularity which 3ahadur Shah enjoyed. Greathed too was impressed. While speculating on | 7th- 18th September that the Palace is being defended by the King’s own troops he said, “But our shells must be knocking them about most unpleasantly and there vill soon be a hole in the wall. If the King wishes to have the lives of his family snd his own spared. he had better surrender the Palace and I should be glad to fave that slaughter.” Bahadur Shah did not surrender the Palace and fighting » jontinued through the following day. Then in utter helplessness he left the Fort — ind fled in the direction of Humayun’s tomb, not in the direction of the Qutb - yhich he might have preferred in ordinary circumstances. Humayun’s tomb lay 1 the neighbourhood of the shrine (dargah) of Nizamu‘ddin Auliva where he » janted to stop in order to deposit the Box containing the Sacred Hairs of Prophet ' uhammad. Making enquiries on the spot I came to know that Bahadur Shah's rival with the said Box was strongly believed in the Dargah circles: and | was Id that the Box was still preserved in the store room (toshakhana) of the Dargah d that it was exhibited to the public every year on 1 Ith Rabiu'l Awwal, one 

Cf infra. 
Cf infra. 
Dethi News, File 135: dated 4th-7th September 1857 Dethi News, File 141: 11th September 1857 
Greathed—Lewters written during the seige of Dethi. pp. 284-285. 
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day before the Prophet's birthday after the Asr prayer. That holy day happened to 

fall during my stay in the city on Sunday, 6th October 1957. 1 took my camera, 

and just at the moment the believers were exhibiting the Sacred Box 1 snapped it. 

It is also believed in the Dargah circles that Bahadur Shah was anxious to avoid 

public notice of his visit to the shrine with the object of saving it from 

desecration and pillage at the hands of the unscrupulous British soldiers, 

Accordingly he manoeuvred his flight from the Fort in such a manner that the 

performance has remained a mystery ever since, the details being not disclosed 

even to men like Hakim Ahsanullah Khan and Maulvi Fazl Haq. As a result 

speculation arose and some preposterous reports sprang.” 

Zakaullah who altways disparaged® Bahadur Shah has_ incidentally 

remarked that while the British were a solid mass like a wall of steel, the Indians 

were hopelessly divided. While one party was fighting nominally under the 

leadership of Bahadur Shah another party was with the British. And this party 

which was a hundred times stronger — for they included the Indian Princes — 

and more useful, for they comprised (i) the menials without whose essential 

services the British could not stand in the battlefield even for a day, and (ii) the 

spies who were sending all kinds of news about the weaknesses of the King and 

his army daily and hourly from the city of Dehli to the British Camp. These spies 

went about in disguise in the Royal Camp, in the city and the Palace and 

suggested to the British when and at which part of the city, they should make the 

final assault.” 
| 

Regarding Bahadur Shah some reports capable of prejudicing certair 

minds also proceeded from some anti-Bengali sources. General Bakht Khan witl 

whom Bahadur Shah had identified himself and to whom he confided all kinds 0 

powers is reported to have imprisoned 50 Bengalis, accusing them of maintainin, 

correspondence with the British.!” Further the report says that Bakht Kha 

imprisoned every Baboo who could read and write English."! According t 

another news ‘some Bengalis who had been suspected were taken prisoner i 

Dehli and General Bakht Khan undertook to report about their conduct to th 

Commander-in-chief””. Further it is reported that the Kotwal of Dehli wrote t 

Mirza Mughul the commander-in-chief ‘to remove the 12 Bengalis under arre 

to the Fort, there being no accommodation in the Kotwali'’*. These alleged ant 

Bengali moves may have affected in some parts of this country the attitu 

7 
Vide (i) J.P.H.S.. January 1958. pp 12 ff. 

(il) infra, footnote. 

Vide infra. 

9 (i) Zakaullah—T.U.A.S.L. pp. 616, 699. : 

(ii) M.P. Box 15, No. 6, August 16. 17. 20, 1857; No. 104, August 21, 1857; No. 12. Aug 

26, 1857; No. 14, August 28, 1857; No. 17, September 13, 1857: Box 16, 18, Septembel 

1857: No. 23, September 8, 1857. 

‘0 Delhi News—July 25, 1857 

"Delhi News—July 25, 1857. 

‘2 MP. Box 57, Aug. 30-31, 1857; Nos. 381-383. 

3 Idem., Box 103, July 21, 1857: No. 175. 

a 
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against Bahadur Shah even after a hundred years. When in 1957 every detail of 
the story was examined and the incident of 11th May, for instance, was 
telescoped, it was inferred that ‘Bahadur Shah had not the courage to confront an 
unruly crowd and he sent Captain Douglas instead’. But it is a fact that 
subsequently he confronted the unruly crowds more than once. On 7th August 
1857 when much larger crowds of the sepoys attacked Hakim Ahsanullah Khan 
and wanted to kill him he pulled the latter safely out of the jaws of death!’ Again 
on September 1857 he confronted them when there was a great tumult in the 
Palace about the distribution of pay. Two companies actually surrounded the 
Royal apartments. Bahadur Shah rushed into the crowds who were clamouring 
for pay, and said courageously, ‘I never called you together, nor do I want you, 
nor have I any money to pay you’.'° If be did not go out in the morning of May 
the 11th to confront the unruly crowd in question, the reason was that he did not 
then want to compromise his position by starting a massacre of Englishmen 
indiscriminately while the character of the rising was yet dubious and ominous 
In fact he then found himself in a dilemma. He knew that success in the career on 
which the sepoys had embarked without making preparations was impossible. He 
also knew that he was surrounded on all sides by the British officers and spies 
Says Cave-Browne the British chaplain attending the troops at Dehli, “The King 
had at first been taken by surprise; the spirit of insurrection which he had evoked 
had broken out before the preconcerted time. The thought of the strong European 
garrison at Mirath and of the dire retribution which might come from that quarter 
made him cautious. He hesitated before compromising himself. Messengers were 
despatched on camels along the Mirath road to give immediate intimation of the 
advance of any European force. About the middle of the day (11th May) they 
returned to the Palace and reported that not a soldier was within 20 miles. The 
old king now took courage. Mr. Rotton in his Siege of Delhi (p. 20) also mentions 

| this circumstance. Another and a stronger guard was sent clown under a son and 
_a grandson of the King to demand the immediate surrender of the Magazine in 
the King’s name. On this being refused scaling ladders were sent out from the 

| Palace and planted against the walls along the main road'”’. 
This was a correct reading of the Royal mind made by Cave-Browne, 

-) Similarly he made another reading when he reported about Bahadur Shah’s letter 
addressed to the Maharaja of Patiala'®; and this letter which was betrayed by the 

Sen, S. N.—Eighteen Fifty-Seven, p. 70. 
(i) Zakaullah—T.U.A.S.1., p. 664. 
(ii) Delhi News, August 7, 1857. 
(iii) Metcalfe—T.N.N., pp. 186-187, 
Delhi News, September 5, 1857. 
Cave-Browne—P.D., Vol. I., pp. 362-363. 
Says Cave-Browne, ‘The Maharaja of Patiala... . no sooner received this letter from the Lion’s Mouth at his palace gate than he at once with unhesitating loyalty forwarded it to Mr, Barnes for transmission to the Commissioner.’ 
Cave-Browne—P. IX, I, pp. 224-225. 
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Maharaja is also attested by two telegrams’. Then Greathed testifies to the 

Emperor’s endeavours to secure general support for the war. ‘The King of Delhi’, 

says he. “has written to the mutineers at Lucknow to come here and assist in 

taking the batteries”. According to Hakim Ahsanullah Khan the Emperor 

‘addressed letters to the troops at Nimuch and Firozpur and received petitions 

from the regiments at Jhansi, Dinapur, Allahabad, Aligarh, Muthra, Bulandshahr, 

Roorki, Farrukhabad, Hansi, Sirsa, Karnal, Nasirabad, Saugor, Jubbulpur, | 

Ambala. Phillaur, Jallandar, Sealkote, Jhelum, Rawalpindee, Loodhiana, 

Gurgaon, Rewari, Badshahpur. Rohtak, Hissar, Bijnor, Bareilly and Mainpuri. 

All these regiments were invited to proceed to Dehli at once”'; and circular letters 

to this effect were despatched to Rao Bhara the ruler of Kutch Bhoj, to Ranjit 

Singh, Chief of Jaisalmir and'to Raja Gulub Singh of Jammu’. 

[hen it is contended that Bahadur Shah lacked military knowledge and 

personal bravery’’. But the incident from which, on the authority of Muinu’ddin 

Hasan the above inference has been drawn was related differently by Mukand 

Lal. the Emperor’s private secretary, before the Military Tribunal. Muinu’ddin 

Hasan. indeed, had said, “The mutineers represented to the King that the sepoys 

were reluctant to attack the English and demanded his presence in the field. This 

he promised to give. A large force was ordered to assemble in the evening. The — 

King headed the force and passed by the Dehli Gate and showed himself to the 

assembled troops. Passing by the Lal Diggi’ Tank he went towards the Lahore’ 

Gate. One of the Palace dependents was substituted for the King who secretly 

retired to the city by a back way. This show of force ended in nothing. The troops | 

gradually moved back to their own quarters and the threatened attack ended in’ 

smoke’™*, To Mukand Lal the Judge Advocate put the following question: “Did | 

the Prisoner on any occasion go out of the Palace for the purpose of encouraging | 

the troops to fight against the English?’ “Yes? replied Mukand Lal, ‘two days 

after the assault, viz, on the 16th September he went in an open letter in the 

direction of the Magazine at the head of the army: but had scarcely proceeded 

200 yards beyond the Palace when he halted for an hour and then returned, the 

army in the meantime dispersing.” “Do you know’, said the Judge Advocate, 

‘what induced the Prisoner to halt after proceeding so short a distance and to 

what was it generally attributed?” “He’, replied Mukand Lal, ‘had gone out with 

" Tel No. 8 of 27th May 1857 from the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Punjab, 

Rawalpindi. to the Government of India. Foreign Department. gives the translation of this 

letter and says that the Maharaja of Patiala delivered the original to the Commissioner, Cis- 

Sutlej States. Vide PL. of Mutiny Papers of 1857-1858 in Punjab Secretariat. p. 39. Another 

telegram No. 139 of 23rd May 1857 tends to elucidate the contents saying. ‘The letter from the 

King of Delhi to the Maharaja of Patiala invited the Maharaja to rise’. /dem, p. 30. 

Greathed—Lerters written during the siege of Delhi, p. 134. 

| pr Tr. BS.—pp. 168-175. 
> Op. Cit, pp. 151-152. 

S.M.R., pp. 119-120. 

Metcalfe —T.N.N.. p. 68. 
Pr TB S—p. 104. 

oe 
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the army in order to dislodge the British from the eity; when the troops became 
engaged, he stayed to encourage them” 

There is some lacuna in both of these narratives: both are incomplete 
each tends to stress a feature. Mukand Lal says: “The King had 
army in order to dislodge the British from the city 

and 

vone out with the 

Bahadur Shah I and the War of 1857 583 

i 

When the troops became 
{ engaged, he stayed one hour to encourage them’. Muinu'ddin [ys vs that the 
| King went towards the Lahore Gate and then he secret! retired by at back wary 

From the information given by Hakim Ahsanullah Khan who wes present o 
{ occasion it appears that on his arrival in the battlefield the | mpero 
| of insincerity among the sepoys: so he returned to the Palace 
| follows: 

“Next day Maulvi Sarfaraz Ali and Maulvi Abdul Ghatur and 
Maulvis from outside came to the King after 12 o'clock 
ride forth and take his troops with him otherwise the sepoys would make a 
disturbance asking. “Why does not the King send out his servants to attack the 
Ridge (Pahari) if he is in truth the enemy of the English? Although the order has 
been given (to attack the pahari) yet the King’s servants never 
the Lahori Gate. True some boys went out one day with the sepoys and their officer was wounded and died. The Kamona (”) youth, Le. Sirdar went out dails 
to the attack. He too, 4 days ago. Was severely wounded. In short they continued to talk thus until the King. unable to help himself, set out 

‘At this moment some officers of the army came up. Having gone out of the Fort by the Dehli Gate they stopped at the Ellenborough Tank (Lal Digg)’ ‘As soon as I heard the news’, continues Hakim Ahsanullah Khan. “1 went too At that time people about the King said, “Advance and place the guns on the ‘urther side of the magazine. The cavalcade was about to move on when | ‘emonstrated and said, “Pray don’t advance but return to the Fort for balls lying about here even.” 
‘After much discussion about the time of afternoon prayers the cavalcade | eturned to the Fort. I said. "These people bring disgrace on Your Majesty for | jothing. You never ought to have ridden forth! God forbid that the sepoys should ' ake Your Majesty out to the front of the battle, and then run off and you be taken isoner. Never. You had better mused over what they say”.”” 
It is commonly believed that Hakim Ahsanullah Khan had ingratiated imself with the British’’, But there is no documentary evidence available to nvict him; rather there are some records which testify to the rformance of duties on his part. His letters—written during tl lebi Prasad directing the latter to arrange for the supply of food 

rnoticed sign 

The story runs as 

many 
and importuned him to 

advance beyond 

are 

honest 
le war to Lala 

to the cavalry 

If he stayed in the battlefield one hour he could not have remained then: with his lips sealed He was in the habit of speaking to the sepoys. He always made some remarks addressing the battery men whenever he visited Salimgarh. Vide Metcalfe—T_N.N.. pp. 145, 154. 159, 163. 169. 181. 198, 203, 204. 206. 
J.P.H.S.. January 1958, pp. 30-31. 
Vide infra. 
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and infantry of the Badshahi Army proceeding to give battle to the English” — } 

are a case in point. His own memoirs do not go beyond showing that suspicions | 

were cast on him of sending news to the British; but he successfully removed the © 

suspicions from the minds of his accusers by swearing on the Quran and saying, i 

‘l will never write anything”. Nor had he a hand in the explosion of the y 

Magazine at Churiwalan on 7th August 1857. Says Jiwan Lal, ‘A great number 

of officers, assembled in the court, said, ‘We are satisfied that the Hakim had 

nothing to do with the explosion of gunpowder’. Nor had he written the / 

seditious letter which the sepoys once attributed to him. Says Chunni Lal, # 

‘Ahsanullah Khan declared it was a forgery got up by some persons and 

impressions on it were from counterfeit seals of gypsum; and they (Ahsanullah} 

Khan and Mahbub Ali Khan) took off their signets and threw before the soldiers, 

They further swore by the Quran that the seals on the paper were not theirs and 

that the document was a forgery’. Subsequently when the Emperor went to} 

inspect the Salimgarh fortifications he assured the soldiers that he was associated 

with them in a common cause and desired them to place every confidence in the? 

Hakim. He told them that he would slay with his own hands any European the 

might seize and bring to him. On hearing this the troops were convinced and 

Hakim Ahsanullah was fully exculpated™’. Bahadur Shah held the British spies 

responsible for endeavouring to bring the. Hakim into bad odour. On anothef 

occasion he challenged the Hakim’s accusers to bring forth a single objectionable 

letter with a genuine seal of the latter and he promised to change his opiniotl 

about him and punish him with his own hands. That differences of some kind did 

exist between the Hakim and his benevolent Royal master has been shown 

elsewhere®®. Here it may be recalled that when on the occasion of Bakar-‘id the 

Emperor banned cow-slaughter and ordered that ‘if any Musalman should do 

he would be blown away from a gun and whoever on the part of a Musalmat 

helped to kill a cow would also be killed’’.” Hakim Ahsanullah Khan demure 

to such an order and said he would consult the Maulvis. On hearing this 

Emperor became very angry, closed the audience and retired to the privat 

apartments’. Hakim Ahsanullah Khan had also clashed with his Royal master! 

respect of the conferment of military commands and khila‘ts on the Princes afl 

strongly opposed him in the matter of awarding Royal consent to the murder 0 

ee 

2° M.P., Box 151, Nos. 9-11-15. 

30. P.HLS., January 1958, pp. 5, 7. 

3! Metcalfe—T.N.N., p. 191. 
2 Pr Tr. B.S., p. ML. 

3 Ibid 
34 Ibid. 
3S ft should be noted that Hakim Ahsanullah Khan who had no knowledge of the cold war tf 

his Royal master had been waging with the East India Company since 1837 never rose tol 

height of Bahadur Shah’s political intelligence. 

© Metcalfe—T.N.N., p. 170. 
7 Metcalfe—T.N.N.. p. 170. 
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the English prisoners, so persistently demanded by the sepoys”. That in spite of 
all this the Emperor did not like to give up the Hakim is a question which calls 
for an answer. In my opinion the answer lies in the character of Bahadur Shah 
which has been discussed in this book” and also in the fact that Hakim 
Ahsanuilah Khan was the scion of a sufi family and was himself a man of sufi 
persuasion. He had enjoyed an unsullied reputation for many years in the Dehli 
territory and had been appointed court physician by Akbar Shah who extolled 
him and reposed great confidence in him”. Bahadur Shah did the same. Ie liked 
Hakim Ahsanuilah Khan not only for his professional skill but also for hi 
scholarship and literary pursuits. He considered him indispensable not only as 
physician but also as editor of his manuscripts and the supervisor of the Royal 
press and publications. The Precis of Palace Intelligence says: 

‘In the evening (Tuesday, 7th January 1851) Hakim Ahsanuilah Khan 
presented the works of His Majesty printed in several volumes for Inspection, His 
Majesty directed that the Princes and others should be informed that they could 
purchase any of the works at 5 rupees per volume™'! 

Cognizance must also be taken of the details available about the 
character of the sepoys, their unbalanced judgment and habitual suspicions. They 
suspected everyone of being in league with the English. Beginning with Mahbub 
Ali Khan* and Hakim Ahsanullah Khan‘ they charged everyone in the Royal 
court and Family—Nawab Hamid Ali Khan*, Maulvi Sadru’ddin*’. the Princes” 
who were their commanders of their own choice and Queen Zinat Mahal 
Begum’”. In the last instance General Bakht Khan" and even the Emperor were 
drawn in the whirlpool’; none was spared and all were suspects in their eyes 
This was a case of over suspicion which only betrays a diseased mind and a 
guilty conscience, the more so because they did not know their own duties and 
were incapable of distinguishing a friend from a foe. While they strongly 
suspected their best friends and would have them killed.—they were, and 

| remained uniformly, blind to the army of mischievous British spies that wrought 
havoc in their midst. 

8 UP.H.S., January 1958 p. 6 ff 
Chapter I. 
“Syed Ahmad—Tazkira-i Ahl-i Dehli, pp. 46-47. 
‘! MS. Miscellaneous, N. A. 
“ Metcalfe—T.N.N . p. 59. 
° Metcalfe—T.N.N , p. 59. 
“4 (i) Pr. Tr. B.S., p. 109. 

(ii) Metealfe—T.N.N., p. 191. 
“ (i) Pr. Tr. B.S., p. 109. 

(ii) Metcalfe—T.N.N., p. 191. 
“Op. cit 
"Op. cit. 
Op. cit. 
% Op. cit. 
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Regarding Zinat Mahal Begum, on whom fell the brunt of the sepoys’ 

suspicions, the treatment that the British Authorities extended to her after the fall 

of Dehli is highly suggestive. In their eyes she was as much a convict as Bahadur 
Shah himself. They treated her equally cruelly and plundered her house, seized 

her personal hoardings as well as the security paper which Hodson had given her, 

Such was her fate at the hands of the British because she had been kind to their 

enemies—the sepoys. She had arranged of her own accord for the supply of food 

to the sepoys in the battlefield and had shown her readiness more than once to | 

pay the Royal servants and the Army out of her private purse. Saiyed 
Jameelu’ddin, editor of the Sadiqul Akhbar, admired her for her spirit of self- 
sacrifice saying: ‘The queen is prepared to pay the sepoys” pay out of her private 
purse’. If she had expressed a desire for a peaceful settlement with the British, 

it was at bottom the same as Bahadur Shah's to help the ‘mutineers’ by 

interceding for them with the British authorities. With .the same object she 

subsequently proposed a settlement through Mirza Ilahi Bakhsh’! 

It should also be noted that at the time of the uprising in Dehli she gave 

evidence of her humanity by endeavouring to protect a helpless European girl 

who had sought shelter with her. To this effect she made a statement before 

Captain Davies in the Rangoon prison™s She claimed for herself the credit of 

writing a letter to the Governor of the North-West Provinces. This tends to 

explain the charge brought against her of ‘opening secret correspondence with: 

the British’. But she failed to impress Captain Davies who continued to treat 

her as a convict. 

Among the new sources of information which have been drawn upon in 

this book and could not find a place in the Chapter on Sources™, the following 

deserve particular notice here: 

(i) Zafar-uz Zafar or Fath Nama-i Angrezi°. 

(ii) Khiyaban-i Tasaww uf® 

(iii) List of Documents drawn up at the National Archives of India in 

connection with the centenary celebrations on 21st August, 1957. 

(iv) zamgarh Proclamation. 

(v) Letter of an English. Officer written after the fall of Dehli. 

(i) Zafar-uz Zafar (literally victory over Bahadur Shah Zafar) is a 

manuscript No. 129 of the Bankipur Library giving in Persian verse the story 0 

the War of 1857 in Dehli by Francis Godlieu Quins; or Franz Gottieb Kuen” 

°° M.-P. — Box 4-6, Vol. 4. 
‘! Vide infra 
2 Vide infra 
3 Cf supra 
“4 Vide. infra. 

MS. 129, Oriental Library, Bankipur. 
Raza Library, Rampur. 
(i) LH.R.C. (1942). xix. 
(ii) Bengal, Past and Present, 1955, July-December, pp. 89-91. 
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(1777-1861)—a Persian-Urdu poet of German race commonly Known as brasoo 
which was his pen-name. Describing him as a good poet of Urdu. the author of 
the European Shuara-i Urdu says that Frasoo’s father named Augustan was 
employed under Begum Samru’’. The manuscript written clearly, in’ Persian 
nastalig script comprises 2,380 verses” which the poet composed in the course 

) of one year (May 1857-May 1858""). He says that immediately on their arrival 
From Mirath Bahadur Shah called the mutineers to a personal interview. and 
speaking his mind to them made them swear to fight the English. Phen | eyaus 

-describes the distress of the Europeans (white people) and his own mistortunes at 
the hands of the black (sivuhan'’). For having given shelter in his native village 
‘of Harcharanpur to some Englishmen namely Hewett, Forrest. Gramhir, 
‘Batson, Carteret, Gough and Thomas—he was seized by the sepoys headed by 
Shah Mall®’, Nirpat Singh and Laj Ram Jat. [hey bound him hand and foot 
beat him severely and plundered his house®’. He was ransomed by a mahajan of 
Banali village’ and was finally saved by Dunlop. William and Trumble the 
British officers who setting out from Mirath for Dehli happened to arrive in time 
n the vicinity of Harcharanpur’. It was the personal notes. news-letters and 
lespatches of the said British refugees ¢nd rescuers. besides his own bitter 
‘xperiences that formed the chief sources of Frasoo’s book". 
dded the stories that were related to Frasoo by the inhabitants o 
inder the leadership of Ismail, Ram Bhai and Jasudi. the confirmed rebels who 
ad roused many villages against the British and had worked in unison with the 
ats and Musalman inhabitants of Harcharanpur, Nanwa, Kazim, Nanuhan. 
aarkhlan, Bajrol, Johri, Bajwarah, Pothi. Dhan-aura. Bodhe 
laglagulab, Baroli Bali, Banali Baghon, Santokhpur, Halvari, 
ladir, Aslat and Aslat Kharmast"*. In the end Frasoo says, 

4M fs 3 oy 

NF Lp Nes et uf 
Ue , a 

se wt SS SE 

and 

To these may be 
tf Sonhara village 

ra, Pois, Gorana, 

Barauth, Osaikh, 

Sardar Ali—European Shuara-i Urdu, p. 22. 
These verses in the MS. 129, Bankipur Library h 
Frasoo—Fath Numa, F. 98 b. 
Vide infra. 
Fath Nama, F. 85b. Verses 2014-2026 ff. 
Fath Nama, F. 85b. Verses 2014-2026 ff. 
Op. cit. 
Cf. Telegram of 21st July 1837 which says, ‘Shah Mall Jat has been attacked and killed with 6,000 followers by the Mirath Force. (Press-List of Mutiny Papers of 1857-1858 in the Punjab Secretariat, p. 166.) 
Fath Nama: verses 2154-2250, : 
Idem., F.75b. 
Idem.. F. 85b. 

ave been numbered by me for the first time. 
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The English are (considered as) strangers and enemies in this country,, 

The Hindus and Musalmans, though apparently two communities, really form 

one nation, one siding with the other”. 

(ii) Khiyaban-i Tasawwuf (a venue of sufism) is the title of Bahadur 

Shah's masterpiece on Shaikh Sa‘di’s Gulistan. It is a voluminous work of 759 

pages of large size printed in 1259 Hijra,” i.e. 6th year of Bahadur Shah’s rei 

under the supervision of Hakim Ahsanullah Khan. I have seen and used a copy of 

it at the Raza Library, Rampur. 

The Khiyaban-i Tasawwuf opens with a sermon in Arabic after which th 

Royal author says, “I was yet the Heir-Apparent during the reign of my illustriou 

father Akbar Shah when I wrote several books including notably the Lughat- 

Istilah-i Dakhani also called Talifat-i Abu Zafari in 3 volumes published in 1221 

Hijra’’. | had compiled it after a close study of many reliable works. . . . . Man 

commentaries on Shaikh Sa‘di’s works have been written but his true meanin: 

mission and message as a sufi of the Suharwardi order have not been brought o 

at all’. In other words the Khiyaban-i Tasawwuf is the first research work in thi 

line. In it every saying of Shaikh Sa‘di’s has been carefully examined an 

explained, and a suitable commentary is ysiven with many quotations from thi 

Holy Quran, Hadis and the maxims of Havrat Ali as well as from the history 0 

Islam and Islamic world. In the end the autl.or gives a chronogram, saying: 

je fit leh om | 

SF oe & uh U7 uz 

df 2 wy rf w PS oz 

JA oe pt 0 ot | 
(When the Heir-Apparent of Emperor Akbar II had_ written th 

commentary of the Gulistan containing a profound study of sufism, h 

pen scribbled the word ‘bakhirad’ which together with the a 

Khiyaban-i Tasawwuf turned out a chronogram). | 

(iii) Out of the 40 documents which the given List of Documen 

contains the 7th, 11th, 12th, 16th, 17th, 148th B, 19th, 20th, 31st A, 32nd, ar 

34th bring into relief some of the points which have been discussed in this book 

The 7th is a call to jihad made by Maulvi Liyaqat Ali of Allahabad. 4 

weaver by birth and schoolmaster by profession, Liyaqat Ali assumed leadersh 

of the inhabitants of Allahabad and strove to establish the new order of whi 

Emperor Bahadur Shah was the champion’. | 

(Foreign, 31st December, 1858, No. 175 

The 11th is a proclamation from the Peshwa’s archives issued by t 

Maratha Brahmins, calling on all the Brahmins of the Deccan between the age 

6 Idem, verses 2226-2227. 
70 1843 A.D. 
1811 A.D. | 
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16 and 32 as well as all those who could use the sword to serve as soldiers in the 

Peshwa’s army. 
(Foreign Supplement, 30th December 1859, No. 651) 

The 12th is an ‘inflammatory Persian placard posted on a mosque at 
Hyderabad, calling on the government and people of Hyderabad to declare war 
on the English. 

(Secret, December 18, 1857, No. 252-53) 
The 16th reproduces an order issued by Mirza Mughul, the commander 

in-chief, to all the officers enjoining that whoever took anything from any citizen 
without payment was liable to capital punishment. 

(Mutiny Papers, 50-309, July 13, 1857) 
The 17th gives one instance out of many showing that cow-slaughter was 

completely prohibited on the occasion of Bakar ‘id (2nd August 1857). The 
proclamation to this effect issued by Mirza Mughul the Commander-in-chief was 
confirmed by Emperor Bahadur Shah. The Emperor's autograph in ink is clearly 
visible. 

i ee 

(Mutiny Papers, 50-309, July 13, 1857) 
The 18th reproduces the Royal order sent to the-commander-in-chief 

asking him to arrest all those who plundered Dehli. 
(Mutiny Papers, 43, 24. June 27, 1857) 

The 18th B gives one out of the many instances, of the steps taken by 
Emperor Bahadur Shah to maintain order and to suppress law-breaking. In this 
case Mirza Mughul the commander-in-chief is particularly ordered to warn the 
people of Dehli against counterfeiting coins. 

(Mutiny Papers, 57. No. 542)- 
The 19th and 20th are a confirmation of the role that the Dehli 

Newspapers of 1857 played in making the War popular. The reader will find 
decasional references to this effect in the course of this book. 

(Mutiny Papers, Collection No. 2 and Box No. 1) 
The 31st A announces the decision of the inhabitants of the historic 

| Doaba, particularly the tract between Etawa and Fatehpur, to fight the English. 
| (Pol. December 30, 1859. Suppt. 626) 

The 32nd is a double document illustrating Rani Lakshmi Bai’s protests 
gainst the annexation of Jhansi. It also gives her letter to Dalhousie dated 
ecember 21, 1854 and her memorial to the Court of Directors, saying that her 
eople did not want a change of rulers. 

(Foreign, March 2, 1855. No. 75 KWA) 
The last document No. 34 reproduces the Rani’s letter in Marathi 

‘§ hddressed to the Peshwa dated 14th February 1858 soliciting the Peshwa’s help 
/}gainst the English. 

(Foreign, December 30, 1858. Supplement 

Nos. 617-54, K.W.A.) 
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(iv) AZAMGARH PROCLAMATION” 

It being clear as the noonday sun that Hindoos and Masulmans have been 

ruined by the faithless Infidels, it becomes necessary for every ambitious and 

aspiring man and for those devoted to this cause (especially for Kings and Chiefs 

who have been created by God expressly for the purpose of taking care of the % 

people and of their rights) to sacrifice their lives and fortunes for improving the 

condition of the people. Several of the Princes of Dehli have with this view, 

travelled for the last several years in all quarters of Hindoostan, Persia and 

Afghanistan and one of them has succeeded in bringing the Persian and 

Afghanistan forces to this quarter of the globe. 

It must be known that I, Aboo Moozuffer Sirajooddeen Buhadoor Shah 

Ghazee, Emperor of Hindoostan have determined to kill and extirpate the 

Christians” and to preserve and protect the public and after travelling a good deal 

have arrived here and planted the standard of Mahomed, for rallying around it not 

only Musulmans but Hindoos who, from the time of my forefathers were faithful 

and obedient subjects and who have join.d me in killing the Christians” and to 

raise alike their standard of Muhabeer . | am glad to proclaim that several 

Mohammedans and Hindoos have since joined us and assisted in exterminating 

the Christians, and that a force from the west” is very shortly expected to join 
§ 

| 
and reinforce our cause. I therefore publish the following articles for general 

information and guidance and make known that any one who has not the means 

of defraying the expenses, may receive succour from the Imperial Treasury on 

making his wants known. 

It should be further remembered that the books of Hindoo and 

Mahomedan Religion prophesy that after this year the British reign will end in 

Hindoostan and in several other places; every man should therefore remove from 

his mind the fear of its continuance, and should join our cause thus obtaining 

some benefit to himself, otherwise he will repent, and that in a short time. 

(Couplet: Do not waste time when you can make your fortune by immediately 

joining us, for the time is precious and once lost can never be restored). 

Keep in mind that the outrages committed by our force are inseparable 

from Civil Warfare, and be assured that they will not continue long, though the 

well-wishers of the British may speak to the contrary about the continuance of 

such outrages for ever. Every man should present himself to us and state his 

The heading under which this Proclamation appears in the Records is this: Translation of a 

Proclamation issued by the Rebels. Political Consultations, 8" October, 1858. 

Azamgarh is a town near the Gogra with Ballia to the east, Jaunpur and Ghazipur to the south, 

and Faizabad and Gorakhpur in the north. 

The term “Christian” in the given translation is wrong and seriously misleading. It has been 

shown above (pp. 58-103) that Emperor Bahadur Shah II was no bigot and did not dislike the 

Christians. The term Christian should be replaced by “British”. 

Le. Mahavira. 

Le., Arabia and Iran. 

3 

———— 
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grievances when immediate redress will be given and all his losses made good from the Imperial Treasury after the establishment of our reign 
Ist. Zamindars! It is very well known that the British assess lands very highly and this has been the cause of your ruin, Besides, when sued by a mean labourer or a male or female servant, you are summoned without investivation to attend to their court and are thus dishonured and degraded, and when vou have to prosecute a case in their court you are put to the expense of doing so on stamp paper and have to pay court fees which are ruinous Besides this vou have to pay a percentage for roads and schools—all these grievances will be removed in our reign and the powers of all Zamindars thereby increased. and their complaints decided agreeably to the Sharia and Shastra. It is therefore incumbent on you to make common cause with us: and those of you who will supply men and money to help us to kill these Christians and to meet the expenses of our Troops. will receive a perpetual remission of half the rev enue of their aguas, and those who supply only men or money will receive a remission of one quarter of the revenue for good, such as have, during the British rule lost their lands and will now join in this common cause will be replaced in possession of their lands and remission of a quarter of the Revenue will also be granted 

2nd. Merchants! You are also well aware that the faithless British have appropriated to themselves the monopoly of all lucrative trade such as indigo, opium, cloth . . and left the less remunerative merchandise to you, and when you have to resort to their courts you have to pay large sums for stamp papers and court fees; moreover they realize money from the public in the shape of postage and school funds and you, like the Zamindars, are degraded by being summoned to their courts and imprisoned or fined on the assertion of men and low people. But during the King’s Reign all these inconveniences will be put a stop to, and every description of trade, whether by sea or land, left to native merchants (Hindoos and Musalmans) and men will be posted at each Stage on the road for your protection at the King’s expense. Besides every assistance shall be given to ‘the poorer members of your class. It is therefore necessary for you to assist us | with men and money. 
} 3rd. Men of Service! You likewise well know that in the Civil and Military Department, all the less lucrative and dignified situations are given to atives and the well paid and honourable ones to Europeans, for instance in the 

upees—and jageers, rewards, maafees etc. are not known to be in existence hile during our reign, the offices of Colonels, Generals, etc. which are now 
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moreover it should be well understood that by remaining with the Christians you 

will be called Infidels in this world, and will forfeit your prospects in the next, 

and if any of you die while fighting against the British, you will gain a name in 

this world and obtain endless happiness in the next, therefore every one now in 

the service of the Firangees should leave them and join us and their salaries will 

at present be doubled or tripled and they will hereafter be promoted to higher 

grades. If any one cannot openly leave British employ they should secretly assist 

us as much as lies in their power. If any Telingas or Sawars, who have killed 

Christians and gone to their homes will come and join us, they will be paid, 

sepoys at 3 as. a day and Sowars at 8 and 12 as. besides the double batha and the 

monthly pay given by the Firangees. If any others will accept employment under 

us, they will get for the present as follows: — 

Matchlockmen x oe 2 as. a day 

Each man with sword and shield Bas 1% as. a day 

Sowar with a full size horse és 8 as. a day 

Sowar with poney ies er 6 as. a day 

But after the settlement of our rule they will get as follows: — 

Each Sepoy ie 8 and 10 Rs. per month 

Each Sowar 2 25 and 30 Rs. per month ; 

4th. Artizans! You are also well aware that the Europeans import every 

sort of article from Europe leaving but a small trade in your hands, while in our 

reign every article will be manufactured by you which will tend to your benefit 

and profit. Besides the Emperor and his Chiefs will require precious articles | 

which you will supply and which will greatly enhance your profits. You should 

therefore leave the British and join us and secure the good will of both God and 

man. 
5th. Scholars of both creeds of Hindoos and Musalmans! (Maulvies and 

Pundits!) You are aware that the British are opposed to your religion and as the 

present is a Religious War you should join us and gain the good will of your 

Creator, otherwise you will be considered ‘Sinners’. If you will join us you will 

receive maafees and lands from the Emperor. 

It should be borne in mind that if any one of the above-mentioned classes 

of the people, after reading or hearing this Proclamation still adhere to the 

British, his property etc. will be confiscated and he and his family put to the 

sword. 

Dated Uurutha (sic) laqa Azamgarh (Azimgurah), the 16th Muharram” 

1275, corresponding with 3rd Bhadoon 1265 Fuslee. 
True Translation. 

Sd. J. D. Forsythe, 

Secretary to the Chief Comm. Oude. 

7 
25th August, 1858 A.D. 
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The legend of Bahadur Shah 
The above proclamation proves that the legend of Emperor Bahadur 

Shah II lived after his exit. Much before August 1858/Muharram 1275 — the date 
of the Proclamation—he had been tried and found guilty by the British, While 
they were making plans to exile him from India, an attempt was made by Prince 
Firoz Shah—a direct descendant of Bahadur Shah | who was still at war with 
the British to rally the Indians in the name of the | mperor. Therefore he issued 
the so-called Azamgarh Proclamation which was in fact a replica of Emperor 
Bahadur Shah II’s Proclamation of 25th August 1857, already deseribed in this 
book. To this effect | have invited the reader’s attention in footnote 3 (ii) quoted 
above. 

The story of Prince Firoz Shah lies outside the scope of this book. But he 
had an ideology similar to that of Bahadur Shah II. Both were intensely anti- 
British and endeavoured to enlist the support of the foreign princes in their war 
against the East India Company. By his trip to the Middle East on the eve of the 
outbreak of 1857 and afterwards on being defeated by the British on Indian soil 
by his retiring to Mecca where he died (1877/1204), Prince Firoz Shah proved 
that the War of 1857 in Dehli amounted to an armed Revolution and that it was 
not a mere local revolt of a few discontented sepoys in British employ. 

(v) Letter” of an English Officer written after the fall of Dehli 
‘Upon examining the apartments occupied by the King and his chief 

officers in the Palace many papers weie found that threw a light upon the 
intended proceedings of the rebel monarch: and from them it appeared that the 
kind of government to be permanently established for the city and immediately 
surrounding country was more of the nature of a military than of a Mohammedan 
government. It seems to have been a sort of constitutional monarchical 
nilocracy. The King was king and honoured as such like a constitutional 
nonarch; but instead of a parliament, he had a council of soldiers in whom power 
vested and of whom he was in no degree a military commander. No Arabic or 
Persian names, forms or terms appear to have been introduced; but on the 

| ventrary the English terms and modes of business were generally adopted. All 
»betitions seem to have been presented to the King; but the great authority to 
) vhich almost all of them on all matters both civil and military were referred (by 

der endorsed on petition) was the Court—a body composed of a number of 
olonels, a brigade-major and a seketur (secretary) which latter functionary 
ems to have been the most important personage in Dehli. All the colonels ete. 
ere sepoys who made their mark or at best signed in rough Hindoo characters. 

Charles Ball—H.I.M., Vol. I, p. 521. 
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“One sepoy colonel had presented to the King a kind of memorandum on 

the best mode of administering the country after getting rid of the Firangees. First | 

and foremost he advises His Majesty to collect as much money as he can from 

any quarter by any means whatever, as a capital to start upon. Second he 

proposes that the future administration should be based on British model; and 

then in many headings he goes into details evincing considerable thought and 

shrewdness. There was also among the papers a very long and enthusiastic 

account of the destruction of the European garrison of Fatehgarh. A petition was 

found from a man who sought to be appointed collector of the district in the rear 

of our army on a solemn pledge that he would collect the revenue and stop the 

supplies of the Europeans or if riot, would submit to be blown from a gun; but 

the prudent order is to be ‘considered when the hill (British position) is taken! 

There were also many communications from native Princes who either promised 

or temporised much’. 

Before closing this preface I solemnly declare that in writing this book | 

have been moved by no passion other than a burning desire to ascertain the truth, 

| have conducted the researches embodied in this book in the light of th 

following verse of the Rajfarangini: 

(A writer of real parts is he whose narration of past events is free fro 

anger and malice, and is firm like the word of the supreme arbiter 

Saraswati.) 

Now | let this unpretentious work of mine prepared under the mo 

difficult circumstances swim or sink on its own merits. The reader is requested t 

note that the references to the Boxes in the footnotes of this book pertain to th 

actual contents of the Bastas. | have checked the alleged number of papers i 

many of them. 

When the book was completed and already in the press | lighted upo! 

some old publications in Bengali containing contemporary or quasi 

contemporary and modern Bengali thcught on the subject matter of this wo 

Different kinds of evidence also came into my hands. I decided to incorporate 

this under six headings as follows. 

I. Bengali Thought as Expounded In 

(i) Durga Das Bandopadhyaya’s Vidrohe Bangali” 

(ii) Rajani Kanta Gupta’s History of the Sepoy War® 

(iii) Panch Kori Bandopadhyaya’s History of the Sepoy War" 

(iv) Nagendra Nath Basu’s Encyclopaedia® 

(v) Ram Pran Gupta’s Mughul Dynasty 

(vi) Ananda Bazar Patrika’s India’s First War of Independence 

Calcutta, 1924 A.D./1331 B.S. 

Calcutta, 1897 A.D. 

Calcutta, 1909 A.D. 

Calcutta 1904 A.D. 

Cacutta Ditto. 
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(vil) Parichaya’s Bengali Folklore of [S57 
(1) Born in 1835 A.D. at Karnal in an orthodox Brahman 

family of West Bengal Durga Das iniherited from his father 
Shiva Chandra—a cavalryman in the British army his fervent 
devotion to the English. In 1851 when Shiva Chandra died 
Durga Das was employed in the British military service at 
Sultanpur. In 1856 he was posted at Bareilly where on the 
outbreak of the Mutiny (31 May 1857) his house was plundered 
by the sepoys who knew him as a friend of the | Nelish. He ted 
for his life seeking shelter in a local temple. Meanwhile a 
national government™’ was formed with Bahadur Shah as 
Emperor, Khan Bahadur Khan as Nawab Nazim. Shobha Ram 
a staunch Hindu—as Divan and Bakht Khan as commander-in- 
chief, and Durga Das too was invited to Join it. He was offered 
the post of Chief Accountant in the commissariat with a salary of 
Rs. 1000 per mensem.*” But he was planning secretly to flee 
from Bareilly and join the British at Naini Tal®’. He declined to 
accept the post and fled. In spite of his planned flight he was 
arrested on the way and his life was endangered more than once. 
He was, however, saved on all occasions by his Muslim 
friends—namely Muhammad Safi. a Sepoy officer, Hafiz Nitmat 
Khan, a cousin of Khan Bahadur Khan. and Chunney Miyan, son 
of Hafiz Nitmat Khan and son-in-law of Khan Bahadur Khan. 
Chunney Miyan, also saved the life of Kashi Prasad, younger 
brother of Durga Das, besides six other Bengalis®’, all of whom 
were to be killed under the orders of Khan Bahadur Khan. Then 
Chunney Miyan enabled Durga Das to resume his journey to Naini Tal which he reached towards the close of 1857 with a 

Calcutta May 10th, 1949 A.D. 
August 1957 

Some these works, which are out of print or rare. were secured for me by Maulvi Muinuddin Husayn. I thank him for his kindness. 
This government must be called ‘nattonal’ considering among other facts the following letter, dated 17th March 1858 of Saunders, the Commissioner, Dehli, to the Secretary to the Commissioner, Punjab, saying: ‘I have the honour to forward a copy of the vernacular Proclamation issued by Khan Bahadur Khan, Nawab of Bareilly calling upon the Hindus to unite and make a common cause with the Musalmans against the British (Freedom Struggle in Uttar Pradesh, |, p. 441). It should also be noted that Disraeli in the British Parliament had depicted the Rising of 1857 in India as ‘a national revolt’. (/dem, p. 486). And according to an eyewitness ‘Bahadur Shah was acclaimed Emperor by not less than 10,000 people of Bareilly.’ p. 143). 
Durga Das — 
Durga Das justified his attitude of firm loyalty to the English, saying, ‘I have eaten the salt of the English’ (/dem., p. 148). Similar was the case with Munshi Jiwan Lal. Idem., pp. 340, 361. 
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treasure of Rs. 25,000—a present” for the British, entrusted by 

Shiv Raj Singh, the Raja of Kumaon. From the British camp he 

marched at the head of a squadron organized by himself to fight 

the sepoys. He killed many of them and seized Haldwani”! as_ 

well as Kaladhungi” (February 1858)”. 

Durga Das considered the British rule in India as ‘Ram Raj’”” and looked 

upon the Rising of 1857 as an attempt on the part of ‘the degenerate Musalmans 

to destroy Hindu society.” He disliked Khan Bahadur Khan for his anti-Bengali 

measures” and the following order of his: ‘Whosoever in Bareilly knows English 

must be arrested.””” He also disliked Bakht Khan who had issued a similar order 

at Dehli. ‘Bakht Khan’, he remarked, ‘is a rustic highly conceited and extremely 

selfish. In my opinion he is not a good man. To meet his own needs he would 

flatter one enormously, otherwise his heart is as hard as stone’®. And Maulvi 

Fazl Haq” was equally disliked; since the latter, had ordered Durga Das, who 

was arrested in the course of his flight to Naini Tal and suspected as an agent of 

the British, ‘to be blown up” at the mouth of a gun’! But Durga Das doted on 

the British spies who brought him news pleasing to his heart. Says he: : 

‘At the time of war spy service is highly essential and 

indispensable; it serves as a great divine weapon. | am of opinion ‘i 

without spies the British could not stand in any war even for a day, 

particularly so in the Sepoy War. In this war the spies were the entir 

life; they were the essence of life; they constituted the thread of life. To a 

talented spy greater respect was shown than even to a worshipful deity, 

not only respect but also immeasurable love and equally immeasurable 

% Idem, pp. 372, 375. 378. 

° Le. a place roughly 3 miles west of the Gola river in Naini Tal district. 

°° Kaladhungi stands about 12 miles north-west of Haldwani. 

% This was the final acquisition of Haldwani and Kaladhungi for the British who appear to hav 

occupied Haldwani in part in October 1857. Afterwards sporadic fighting continued until th 

given date. (dem, p. 502; cf: District -Gazetteer of Naini Tal, p. 230). 

Durga Das — p. 217. 

9 Idem. cf. pp. 215-216. ; 

% — Khan Bahadur Khan is reported to have said, ‘The Bengalis are the gurus of the English an 

should not be trusted (/dem, p. 224). Fearing lest the Bengalis of Bareilly should go over 

Naini Tal to join the British he prevented them from leaving the city unless they wanted 

take their families to Bengal. (/bid). 

°7 This order applied to all, i.e., to the Hindus as well as to the Musalmans and was not intend 

for the Bengalis only. But Durga Das’s statement before Bakht Khan that he could maintai 

the accounts in English only for he knew no language other than English (p. 117)—althou 

he knew five languages, i.e. Bengali, English, Persian, Urdu, and Hindi —made Bakht Kha 

as well as Khan Bahadur Khan suspicious. 

%8 Idem, pp. 91. 92. 114. 
°° After the fall of Dehli, Maulvi Fazl Haq had escaped to Lakhnao whence he appears to ha! 

proceeded to Naini Tal district. According to the information given by Durga Das, Maul 

Fazl Haq was the commander-in-chief of the Sepoy Army at Haldwani and was a Vé 

important officer. 

100 “Idem., p. 272. 

Marfat.com 



Bahadur Shah Il and the War of 1857 597 

devotion, indulgence, affection and motherly care. At the sight of a spy 
(my) heart was filled with joy. | longed to take him into my arms and 
bestow on him my warm embraces. And | used to drink in his nectar-like 
words coming, out of his moon-like bright mouth to my heart's 
content’!"!. 
The reader may well speculate what kind of mews was so highly 

welcome to Durga Das! From the interest that according to his own account the 
British officers at Naini Tal evinced in the nature of Hindu-Muslim relaruans it 
would appear that the news really sought for in the British camp was about the 
‘expected or planned’ outbreak of communal riots in the Badshahi army. And 
enquiries to that effect were made in the presence of Durga Das. We are told that 
a certain spy gave in reply a glowing .account of the fight and bloodshed between 
the Hindus and Musalmans of Bareilly'’”. 

It would not be out of place if reference were here made to the letters 
issued by the British officers during the war of 1857 in order to inflame 
communal feelings among the Hindus and Musalmans. According to one such 
letter they authorized ‘the sum of Rs. 50,000 to be expended in an attempt to 
raise the Hindu population of Bareilly against the Musalman rebels’! 

(ii) Basing his account on those British writers who took the spies’ 
reports verbatim, Rajanikanta Gupta says: 

‘Impatient through fear and desperation he (Bahadur Shah) used 
sometimes in his durbar and in the presence of nobles to uproot his white 
beard and moustache. Then pulling off his turban from his head he used 
to tear it into pieces... . A prince named Mirza Mughul having 
supported the English cause was compeled to appear before the Sepoys’ > 104 court’. 

Finally as necessary link in the supposed chain of the pro-British 
intrigues of Bahadur Shah the author reproduces the well-known but 
mischievous story that ‘the aged king offered to admit the British troops into the Fort through a secret gate’!”’, 
At the end of his book the author reproduces two addresses that the rajas 

“My Lord—we, the undersigned Rajas, Zamindars, Talookdars, 
Merchants and other Natives of Bengal, take the earliest Opportunity on 
the retaking of Delhi, to offer your lordship in Council our warmest 

Translated by the writer. 
Idem., pp. 459-460. 
Freedom Struggle in Uttar Pradesh, |, p. 472. 
Translated by the writer from Rajanikanta Gupta’s book, p. 110. 
Such is the essence of the ‘unpublished documents’ given in the Bengal Past and Present of 1957. And the above quotation shows that the contents of these unpublished documents had permeated Bengal before 1897. 
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congratulations on the signal success which has attended the British 

arms, under circumstances unparalleled in the annals of British India...... 

‘Happily remote from the scene of the outrages which have 4 

darkened the aspect of the land ... .we have derived sincere consolation | 

from the reflection that in Bengal proper there has been no disturbance, 

not even a symptom of disaffection; but that on the contrary the people 

have maintained that loyalty and devotion to the British Government 

which led their ancestors to hail, and as far, as they could, to facilitate, 

the rising ascendancy of that power. ..... } 

.... So entirely have .they identified their interests with those of | 

their Rulers, that the natives of Bengal, men, women and children, have 4 

in every part of the scene of the mutinies, been exposed to the same | 

rancour, and treated with the same cruelty, which the mutineers and their 

misguided countrymen have displayed towards the British within their 

reach. . ....1°° 
(iii) Panch Kori Bandopadhyaya says: : 

‘The Hindu-Muslim culture, which at the advent of the British } 

had disappeared never to come back, still had left a hope of its recovery; 

and in the hope to recover it and restore that well-organized society in its 

proper place was made the beginning of the Sepoy War. 

‘To liberate themselves and the country from the high-- 

handedness and insults of Lord Dalhousie’s the sepoys throughout India 

recklessly and without thinking of the consequences jumped into the 

ocean of war ... 

‘When the sepoys resolved to uproot the British power they lost 

much of their time in determining who would rule the empire and finally 

settled that the old feeble Bahadur Shah be again their ruler. This was 

settled among the Hindus and Musalmans since Bahadur Shah had been 

well-known and profoundly familiar to them for a long time. To save 

themselves and the country from the government of the British strangers, 

such a determination was made; and having been once made nobody 

receded... . 

‘Bahadur Shah was a man of patience, endurance and peace ... 

He was bold like his father and did not like to lower himself and damage 

his pride and self-respect by accepting the condition demanded by 

Auckland in the way of increasing the Royal allowance”'”. 

(iv) Nagendra Nath Basu says: 

‘Many still hold that he (Bahadur Shah) was the organizer of the 

Sepoy revolt of issn 
(v) Ram Pran Gupta says: 

108 

% Translated by the writer from Rajamkarita Gupta’s book, pp. 303-304. 

‘07 Translated by the writer from Panch Kori Bandopadhyaya’s book, pp. 112-115. 

Translated. (Fifteenth Part), p. 447. 
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“In 1857 while Bahadur Shah, grandson of Shah Alam was livine 
in Dehli enjoying the allowance given by the British the sepoys armed 
themselves to fight the British. Bahadur Shah joined the sepoys. bor this 
crime of his the British, after extinguishing the sepoy revolt, banished 
him to Rangoon. There he remained in exile until a few years ave death 
came to his rescue and he left this world to enjoy everlasting peacc 
In this manner disappeared from India the name of Linur’s dy pasty 

O rulers of the world (India)! Where have you wone. vou ati 
possessed armies with might and main? India is Missing you will 
heavy heart till today and the whole world stands as a witness to the loss 
that she has suffered™'””. 

(vi) Ananda Bazar Patrika says 
‘Having depicted India’s First War of Independence as “Sepos 

Mutiny” the British rulers and historians have made a futile effort al 
undermining its historical importance and making light of it... While in 
England the Industrial Revolution was in progress the British brought in 
the machinery and mill devils: and, in order to satisty the overwhelming 
appetite of these devils, necessity arose to steal from India her economic 
prosperity. They began to destroy the cottage industry of India and 
turned her into a supplier of raw material. And the goods manutactured 
in the British factories were dumped in the Indian markets ... 

‘Further, as a result of the British colonial policy and 
commercial exploitation the Indian masses were ruined ... Even at this 
Stage the British ambition did not stop. In the attempt to convert all the 
Indians into Christianity they undertook as a sacred duty to secure 
paradise for the peoples of India, rich with their mighty traditions of 
history. In the daily life of the Indians the English oppression, began to 
tell... Not content with extracting money directly or indirectly from the 
people the British began to punish them with or without cause even to 
the extent of torturing them to death; and this became a regular practice. 
As a reaction from this political, economic and social revolution, the 
Indian mind in the preliminary stage was embittered against British rule. 
The sepoys only added fuel to the fire of the century-old malice and rage 
of the people. 

‘On Account of the oppression exercised on the Mughul 
Emperor Bahadur Shah, the Mussalmans of Dehli became ready to raise 
the standard of rebellion. The leaders of the War of Indian Independence 
selected Bahadur Shah as their commander who made an appeal to the 
Indians—Hindus and Musalmans—to cut off the chain of slavery 
through their combined efforts, sacrifice and bloodshed. Through a 
proclamation he promised to remove the grievances of the people by 
making a sacrifice of self. The people in a majority responded to his call. 

Translated by the writer from Ram Pran Gupta’s book, p. 361. 
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He gave further evidence of his patriotism to the Hindus by writing 

personal letters''® to the rajas of Jodhpur, Bikaner, Alwar and others, as 

shown below: ‘ 

‘To drive away the Firangis from India by any means and at any ~ 

cost is my only desire. | want to see the whole of India free and 

independent. Certainly it is not my desire to rule the country for myself 

by driving away the enemy. If you, rajas, draw your swords to drive 

away the enemy and then form a confederacy and government I would 

gladly entrust the sovereignty to you and will thus be freed from 

responsibility’!!’. 
(vii) Under, the heading of ‘Bengali Folk-lore of 1857’ a 

scholar!’ in the Parichaya: says: 

Tr. ‘While he was pining as an exile in Rangoon the British officers 

mocked at Bahadur Shah, saying: 

‘The batteries have no strength left, O Zafar ! the firing of Indian guns as 

also the plying of India’s sword is over. Now you should make entreaties for 

your life’s safety.” sl 

To this mockery Bahadur Shah replied saying: | 

‘As long as there remains even a spark of Faith in the valiant soldiers, so 

long they will continue to fight and the sword of India will ply until they seize 

the throne of London.”!'® 

The fact that the contents of the above-mentioned Urdu verses formed 

part of the Bengali folklore is a pointer to the kind of feeling and belief then 

current in certain parts of Bengal. 

II. A Verse of Bahadur Shah Zafar 
116 

un ote BIL eu fe 

un t de gat of ES fl 
‘In the world of forms I am in human form. 

But in the world of spirits I am in a different state.’ 

This verse of Bahadur Shah Zafar’s was exploited after the fall of Dehli. 

It supplied the necessary material for the grotesque figure depicted in the Asbab-i 

Ghadr.'" 

For confirmation of these letters, see above. 

(Translated by the writer from —Ananda Bazar Patrika) 

For confirmation of these letters, see above. 

(Translated by the writer from —Ananda Bazar Patrika) 

See above. 

— A Bengali journal — (August 1957), p. 72. 

Cf. infra 
Cf above 

Bahadur Shah Zafar—Diwan-i Awwal. 

Vide, above. 
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III. Prince Firoz Shah—a true warrior in the cause of India’s liberation— 
speaks: 

* .. and I who am the grandson of Abu Zafar Siraju’ddin 
Bahadur Shah Ghazi, Emperor of India, having in the course of tour 
come here to extirpate the infidels residing in the eastern part of the 
country and to liberate and protect the poor helpless people now 
groaning under iron rule, have by the aid of the mujahideen erected the 
standard of Muhammad and persuaded the orthodox Hindus who had 
been subject to my ancestors and have been and are still accessories in 
the destruction of the English, to raise the standard of Mahavir 
The above proclamation of Prince Firoz Shah which is. the famous 

Azamgarh proclamation has now been published under the heading of 
‘Proclamation of Bahadur Shah''**. It shows that Prince Firez Shah was neither a 
nephew!” nor a son!” of Bahadur Shah Il: he was his grandson 

The following is another proclamation of Prince Firoz Shah which 
throws light on his role in the War even after the exit of his royal grandfather, 
Bahadur Shah II .... It also shows that he was Waging the war of India’s liberation 
and independence. He speaks: 

‘O Hindoostanee Brethren ! . . . . Before the commencement of 
these calamities of the English | went on a pilgrimage to Mecca; on my 
return when I arrived at. . . and saw the condition of the English, | 
thanked God. As I am by nature a seeker after... religious excellence, 
just and equitable and the obstructor of tyranny, therefore enticing the 
people to rebellion as | came along | travelled from Bombay to Gwalior, intending first to arrange and consolidate affairs and then to fight... .. 
130,000 men, old and new soldiers, have been induced to swear to join me and | will soon, collecting all these, purify the land from all Nazarenes'*'. . . , 

‘The reason of the delay there has been in burying the English is that the commands of God have been disregarded inasmuch as the soldiers have wickedly put women and children to death, and have without the orders of their leaders, given themselves to loot in such a way that they generally convert victory into defeat and the common 
ae 

"8 Freedom Struggle in Uttar Pradesh, |, pp. 453-458. 
"9 It has been contended that Prince Firoz Shah—son of Nizam Bakht, a direct descendant of Bahadur Shah |—was a nephew of Bahadur Shah II (Freedom Struggle in Uttar Pradesh, \l, Editor’s Appendix, p. 655.) 
29 It has also been contended, that Prince Firoz Shah was a son of Bahadur Shah II's. He was ‘one of the chief rebels in the outbreak of 1857 and the British Government offered a reward of 10,000 rupees for his apprehension. It was reported that he made his appearance in the Serony jungles. Some Arabs who have recently arrived at Haiderabad, state that he is now (1866) in Arabia and Supports himself by begging among the rich merchants’. (Beale, T. W.— 5 Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1881), p. 83.) 

/e. the English. 
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people have been much oppressed. When you have rectified these faults, 

you will succeed as I have promised you .... 

‘_. Therefore again I urge you and urge you one and all to join * 

me, prompted only by the desire of doing God’s work. 

‘On the day and date I will march from the city, let all who 

wish, come then. 
é 

* |. . My advice is this: abandon every other work; give your life 

to your beloved or death will take it. Decide which of these alternatives 

is preferable’.'”” 

IV. More Contemporary Evidence 

(i) His Majesty watched-lion and elephants’ and hounds’ fight and 

rewarded handsomely Mir Fath Ali Khan who showed great bravery in 

killing the lion. His Majesty granted him the title of Nasru’ddaula Saiyed 

Fath Ali Hoshiyar Khan Bahadur Ghazanfar Jang. 

(M.P. Vol. 12, No. 18). 

(ii) His Majesty'”® insisted on Europeans taking off their shoes when 

they entered his presence. 

(Freedom Strugght in Uttar Pradesh, p. 61). i 

(iii) His Majesty!” granted the title of Dilawaru’! Mulk Raja Gulab 

Singh Bahadur Fath Jang to Gulab Singh, ruler of Jammu and Kashmir. 

(Idem., pp. 87-88). 

(iv) Sepoys addressing Bahadur Shah on their arrival from Mirath: 

‘You are the king of both the worlds— terrestrial and spiritual .. 

The English have been ruling on your behalf ... A dispute between the 

Government and the Indian soldiers ensued . . . This dispute now has 

been continuing for the last four months . . . We have circulated letters in 

our regiments of the Infantry and Cavalry to the effect that the entire 

army should totally refuse to honour the order and leave service, and in 

case any stringent measures are taken a revolt should break out on one 

and the same date all over India. 

(Freedom Struggle in Uttar Pradesh, |, p. 405). 

(v) ¢... a document has been discovered at Dehli containing the 

names of all those to whom the King of Dehli has for many years past 

been in the habit of making presents of money. It is affirmed that the 

document contains the names of men in almost every regiment 

throughout the late Bengal Army and of many native functionaries in 

high civil employ.’ 
(Freedom Struggle in Uttar Pradesh, |, pp. 400-1 and 

Friend of India, January 7, 1857, p. 8). 

(i) Abstract N.W.P. Narrative Foreign, 1858. 

(ii) Freedom Struggle in Uttar Pradesh, |, pp. 462-463. 

'3. The text has ‘King of Delhi’. 
24 The text has ‘King of Delhi’. 
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(vi) Proclamation of Nana Sahib!” 
“Tyranny, wickedness and injustice having been practised by the Kafir (Auffar) English on the faithful and sin-fearing, | have been commissioned by God to punish the Katirs by annihilating them to re- establish the Hindu and Musalman kingdoms as formerly and to protect our country. ... 

*.. . This proclamation is published by order of Ullee Shan Bundeegan'*’ Ulee Hoozoor'”’, the Emperor of Dehli’!”” 

V. Rabindra Nath Tagore’s Thought 
Translation of the original Bengali |“ 

‘The other day | looked through the stormy scenes of the Rebellion (of 1857) and visualized many a brave man, roused to action through zeal, marching about and struggling amidst the chaos that reigned from Province to province of India. 
‘It has been contended that during the Sepoy War many stalwarts spent their energies to the point of bravery improperly. Even if this contention were accepted, this much must be conceded that those sepoys were really brave. Their names deserve to be recorded by the side of the bravest and greatest heroes of the world. 
“How unfortunate is this country that the life story of such heroes has to be collected from the pages of the biassed history written by the foreigners. Of the Sepoy war period we can specify the names of many brave warriors, who if they had been born in Europe, would have been immortalised in the Pages of history, in the lyric verses of the poets and on marble statues and lofty monuments’. 

Rabindra Nath 

\(in: Mahdi Husain: Bahadur Shah II. Delhi 1958) 

| ® ® # # & 

A History of the Freedom Movement in India, Bombay Vol. 1, (1957), p. 254. Le. 2 pee le Sai slh le (His Majesty) 
Le.) pam gle Sauls le (His Majesty) 
1e., parle ySaigud le (His Majesty) 
Panta Pradhan Peshwa, according to Dr. P. M. Joshi. (Idem, p. 253.) Taken from Mani Bagchi’s History of the Sepoy War, Calcutta, 1957. 
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