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| IKRAM ALI MALIK 

THE PUNJAB IN AND THE 
OUTBREAK OF 1857 

(The following is a brief account of the events relating to the war ot 
independence 1857 in various divisions of the Punjab.) 

The Cis-Sutlej Division 
“...Towards the close of March last ... the station of t mballa contained 

the following troops:— 
Her Majesty's 9th Lancers. 
4th Regiment, Bengal Cavalry 
5th Bengal Native Infantry. 
60th Bengal Native Infantry. 
2 troops, Horse Artillery (Europeans). 

At Umballa the incendiary fires began early in March, and continued, at intervals, until the outbreak. The Sepoys were all along suspected, and even among themselves the Sth Native Infantry accused the 60th Regiment, and the 60th Regiment to Sth while both accused the soldiers of the Musketry Depot. An offer of 1,000 rupees reward. . . failed to discover the perpetrators. The houses and Property of the officers and men attached to the depot. or assigned to them for shelter, were especially marked out for destruction; and the Government also was a heavy loser. Affairs remained in this unsettled state until Sunday, the 10th of May ... the day on which the Native troops at Meerut broke out into mutiny ... On that day, the two sepoys’ regiments at Umballa, probably by concert with their i lcomrades at Meerut, rushed out of their lines, broke open the bells of arms, and ) began to form and lead under the direction of their Native Officers. General » Barnard...rode down, attended by his staff, and succeeded in pacifying the sepoys. (The men returned to their lines, and restored their arms to the places where they ere usually kept. Next day General Barnard issued an address to the native egiments, assuring them...that their misconduct on the 10th would be verlooked... 

Material for this Chapter has been taken from: 
Mutiny Reports, Punjab Government Records, vol. VUI, Parts I and Il, Lahore, 1911. Suri, V.S.: “The Punjab and re-capture of Delhi 1857” Journal of the Punjab University Historical Society, vol. VI, December 1940, pp. 98—105, 
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..The sepoy guards at Phillour and Ferozepoor were speedily set aside by 

European troops, and the inestimable advantage of two well-stocked arsenals was 

secured for our side. Their preservation...is attributable to the telegraph... 

At this time I was at Kussowlee....1 reached Umballa on the night of the 

13th. Mr. Forsyth had written to summon the Maharaja of Putteeala and the Rajahs 

of Nabha and Jheend. .. .As my first thoughts were for the protection of my own 

division, I made the following arrangements. 

The first object was to provide for the safety of the Grand Trunk Road, and 

the two stations of Thanesar and Loodiana, which were without reliable troops. | 

accordingly directed the Rajah of Jheend to proceed to Kurnaul with all his 

available forces. Captain McAndrew... Assistant Commissioner at Umballa, was _ 

deputed to accompany him, and started at once with some Putteeala sowars. The 

Maharajah of Putteeala...sent a detachment of all arms, and three guns, under his | 

brother, to Thanesar...The Rajah of Nabha and the Nawab of Maleir Kotla were 

requested to march with their men to Loodiana, and the Rajah of Fureedkote was 

desired to place himself under...the Deputy Commissioner, Ferozepoor. Thus all 

points of the main line of road were secured; and the Rajah of Jheend was also 

instructed to collect supplies and carriage for the field force, to protect the station © 

of Kurnaul and to get trustworthy intelligence of the mutineers at Delhi...At the 

same time a telegraph station was established at Kurnaul. 

My next thought was for the treasure; at Umballa there were 3% lakhs... at’. 

Thanesar about a lakh... At Loodiana the treasure (about 1 lakhs) was guarded by _ 

a company of the 3rd Native Infantry from Phillour. At Ferozepoor there was a 

considerable sum in the hands of a detachment of the 57th Native Infantry, and the 

Simla treasure was guarded by a party of Goorkhas of the Nusseeree Battalion. 

The Umballa treasure was escorted by the sepoys themselves, and lodged safely in 

the quarter-guard of the Ist Bengal Fussiliers...Captain McNeile, at Thariesar, 

adopted the same means for sending in his treasure to Umballa; Mr. Ricketts sent 

his money to Phillour, and the Deputy Commissioner at Ferozepoor removed his 

treasure to the fort, and placed it under charge of a guard from Her Majesty’s 61st 

Regiment. Thus all the public money in the treasuries in the plains was at once 

placed in security... The branch treasury at Kussowlee was not so fortunate. The 

money belonging to government, about 30,000 rupees, was saved by the Assistant 

Commissioner... But the deposits lodged... by the Commissariat officer and 

Executive Engineer were carried off by the Goorkhas; and though 12,963 rupees 

were eventually recovered... the balance of 20,080 rupees, was lost... 

The station of Umballa was left with four weak companies (about 250 

men) of the 2nd Bengal Fussiliers, the Sth Regiment, Native Infantry, and some 

6-pounder guns, to man which we had only Native Artillerymen. A redoubt was 

erected, with the church in the centre, and the remaining residents were 

concentrated in the houses around. A militia was formed of uncovenanted officers, 

and the magazine, the treasure, and the commissariat stores were all lodged in the 

redoubt, which was garrisoned by a company of the Fussiliers. .. Throughout the 

campaigns, the most important military stores were constantly sent down under the 

ee a 
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charge of contingents furnished by the Chiets of the Cis-Sutlej states: thei troops 
protected our stations, and patrolled the Grand Trunk Road from | erozepoor and 
Phillour down to the very walls of Delhi. The safety of this province may be 
attributed to their loyalty and good example. The Rajah of Jheend. . . acted as the 
vanguard of the army, and by my directions kept always in advance. When the first 
detachment of Europeans reached Kurnaul this little band proceeded 22 miles 
further to Paneeput, quieting the country, securing the road, and. collecting 
supplies; and in this manner they advanced boldly to within 20 miles of Delhy A 
detachment of the Jheend troops seized the bridge at Bhagput, and thus enabled th: 
Meerut force to join headquarters. A party of the Jneend sowars...rode into Meerut. 
and opened our communication with that station, The troops of the Maharajah of 
Putteeala guarded Thanesar and Umballa; and the safety of Loodiana was 
entrusted to the Rajah of Nabha and the Kotla Nawab... 

wt became the duty of myself and the district officers to take ev ery 
precaution to preserve the territory from the surrounding contagion. The first 
measure was to close the ferries on the Jumna...The police, strengthened by the 
Jagheerdar contingents, were put on the alert, the roads were well patrolled and 
explicit instructions given “to attack and destroy any plundering band seen in the 
actual commission of crime...” Every available officer was sent into the interior to 
preserve the peace and furnished with an escort of horse and foot to repress 
disorder wherever it might show itself. Captain McNeile took the field in person at 
Thanesar. Mr. Levien, the Assistant Commissioner, was sent to the banks of the 
Jumna; and Lieutenant Parsons, the other Assistant Commissioner, was 
despatched to Kythal... Mr. Plowden, of the Civil Service at Umballa, was 
deputed...to Jagadree, an important town on the Jumna. on the high road to 
Saharanpoor; here also we had a bridge of boats. .. The districts of Loodiana and 
Ferozepoor were less disturbed, and there was full work for the Civil authorities in 
supplying carriage for the guns and ammunition issuing daily out of the arsenals, 
in providing escorts, and in facilitating the passage of the heavy Siege Train across 
the sands and branches of the Sutlej... 

The ‘Rangurhs’ of Paneeput and Hissar were in successful rebellion, and 
taunted their brethren in the Cis-Sutlej territory with their want of courage ... 
Men’s minds were further unsettled by the passing of mutineers of the 45th and 
57th Native Infantry from the cantonment of Ferozepoor, and by alarming stories 
.. of the desperate position of the British in India. Towards the end of May and 
beginning of June, daring outrages were of daily occurrence. The Grand Trunk 
Road for some days was not safe ... Frequent fights occurred, and the police were 
afraid even to report the state of affairs. The country was getting rapidly 
disorganized. This was not the time for hesitation: every highway robber that was 
seized was immediately hanged, and at my request the districts of Thanesar and 
Umballa, from the Sth June, were placed under summary law ... The two 
companies sent to Roopur, so far from maintaining order, were the first to excite 
sedition... They were, of course, recalled, but on their way back the worst of them 
absconded. However, five were singled out and ... were tried by myself and Mr. 
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Forsyth on the Sth June, and hanged the same day. 

... The people of these States sympathized with the mutineers, who were 

regarded as martyrs for their caste; they would plunder any stragglers; but they 

would not seize and hand them up to justice ... 4 

_ Mr. Plowden found the eastern portion of the Umballa district t 

comparatively quiet; but Saharanpoor was in great disorder. He immediately a 

crossed, and employed the detachments under Captain Wyld and Garstin in 

punishing robbers and in restoring confidence. | left him at liberty to do as he liked 

... Several Goojur villages were destroyed, and bands of armed plunderers were — 

dispersed. The temper of the sepoys, however, was uncertain, and there was no real 

dependence to be placed on,them; at one time they refused to march; on another | 

occasion some mutinied and went off to Delhi. At last, on the 12th July ... the 

sepoys, 80 in number, mutinied in a body ... . 

... On the morning of the 8th June I was informed ... that the Jullundur 

Brigade had mutinied, and were in full march to the Sutlej ... The bridge of boats © 

was broken up, and the ghauts closed to the right and left of Phillour. But at the | 

Lussara Ferry ... their advanced guard ... managed to seize a boat that was on the 

Jullundur side, and, crossing over it took possession of the others also, they were 

joined by the 3rd Regiment, Native Infantry, at Phillour, and now consisted of a 

strong column, nearly three regiments of Infantry and one of Cavalry, but without 

guns. Mr. Ricketts, the Deputy Commissioner of Loodiana, with two guns of the’ 

Nabha Rajah, and a detachment of the 4th Sikh Infantry under Lieutenant 

Williams, then encamped at Loodiana, opposed the crossing with the utmost. 

gallantry, but they were unsupported ... Next day, at 12 o’clock, the mutineers 

marched into Loodiana, broke open the gaol, and ... plundered the Mission 

premises and the property of supposed British partisans ... They marched liesurely 

away, and got clear off to Delhi ... They were befriended by the people, who gave 

them supplies and guided them by secluded paths across the country. Mr. Forsyth 

started to intercept them with a party of the police battalion, but was not 

successful. 

This incident did not improve our position in the Cis-Sutlej States. 

However, the increase of lawlessness was met with increased severity and zeal on 

the part of the district officers. The people of Thanesar withheld their revenue, but 

Captain MeNeile declared that such recusancy was an act of rebellion, and that 

wilful defaulters would be punished as traitors; the threat was enough to bring 

them to reason ... Serious outrages began to occur at Mookutsur in the Ferozepoor 

district, but the march of General Van Cortlandt’s force quieted the country, and 

the opportunity was taken at the same time to execute one or two of the worst 

offenders ... 
About this time also a petty insurrection arose at Jeytokee in the Nabha 

territory. It was speedily put down by Major Marsden, Deputy Comissioner of 

Ferozepoor ... The police at Assund, on the border, were attacked and driven in by 

some insurgents. Assund is well-known for the bold and lawless of its population 

Captain McNeil marched there in force, and the people deserted; but the gateways 

——EE—EEEEEEE 
J 
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of the village were found barricaded, and entrenchments had been commenced 
round the village site. To strike an example, the houses were destroyed and such 
property as remained was given up to plunder 

At the suggestion of the Chief Commissioner we commenced on the | 7th 
June to disarm the people. The bazaars in cantonments had been previously 
disarmed, and even the police, who were mostly Hindustanees, were allowed no 
other weapons than sticks. Mr. Ricketts took the Opportunity of the presence of 
Major Coke’s regiment to disarm the town of Loodiana. [he search was 
effectually made, and upwards of 10 cart-loads of arms of all sorts Were seized and 
confiscated. The several officers out of camp were busily engaged in the same 
duty. A proclamation was issued declaring the carrying of arms to be a 
misdemeanor ... 

.-A proclamation was issued in the vernacular. pointing out the causes 
which had led to the temporary want of money and calling upon all who had the 
means, to come forward and show their loyalty to the British Government ... by contributions to the loan, which was declared to be open for one year only, at 6 per cent per annum ... The wealthy bankers were given distinctly to understand that 
their demeanor in this matter would be taken as the test of their attachment to the 
British rule, and those who held back would lose the confidence and good-will of 
the local authorities. The measure proved successful. The collections realised were as follows: 

Where realized Amount Remarks 
Rs. 

From Putteeala 5,00,000 N.B.—More would have 
been furnished, 

». Nabha 2,50,000 but it was not required. 
» Other chiefs 85,000 Kulsea and Fureedkhote By Deputy Commissioner 

Umballa 2,53,591 
Se oh ay Thanesar 2,35,000 
9 9999 Loodiana 2,32,400 
eo a Ferozepoor 1,70,300 
BO Sy css Simla 91,300 Partly from Hill Chiefs. 

Total 18.17,591 
.. There is not much more to be said. The crisis with us was from the I 1th May till the end of July. After that the people gradually returned to their allegiance, 

and the peace was not again disturbed. Re-inforcements passed down, and helped to tranquilize the country... In the beginning of September desertions became frequent among the disarmed sepoys of the Sth and the depot of the 60th Native 
Infantry, left at Umballa. They were ordered into the Umballa gaol; on being 
paraded for the purpose, a voice from the ranks called out, “fly” and they instantly broke and fled. The Europeans fired and pursued them. In ten minutes 135 were killed, 33 were made prisoners, and the rest, about 40 men, made good their 
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escape.”! 

The Trans-Sutlej Division 

“The force in the Jullundur Doab and in the Kangra Hills consisted of 

twelve guns, or two troops of Horse Artillery, ... the one European, the other 

native, of five regiments of Native Infantry, one regiment of European Infantry, 

two regiments of Cavalry and a Police Battalion. After deducting men absent on 

furlough, it may be stated in round numbers that there were six thousand natives to 

nine hundred Europeans, Her Majesty’s 8th and the Artillery troop not having their 

full complement. 

... Early in June an attempt was made in Kooloo to excite the population to 

rise in rebellion against us. This movement was organized by one Purtab Singh, 

who pretended to be the rightful Rajah or Chief of the principality of Kooloo. He 

gave out that all Europeans in the Punjab and in Hindoostan had been massacred... 

it was promptly repressed and detected by the vigilance of Major Hay and the 

native officials of Kooloo... 

A telegraph message communicated by ... Superintendent at Jullundur 

(Mr. Rees) informed Brigadier Hartley of what had occurred at Delhi. He 

convened a council of Commanding officéts and Heads of departments at which it | 

was determined to place Europeans in the Fort of Phillour. Twelve hours after the 

resolution... the measure had been carried out. At the same time a Telegraph Office 

was opened in the Fort of Phillour ... 

Captain Farrington also wisely took upon himself the responsibility of 

applying for aid to Raja Rundheer Singh Ahluwalia, the Raja of Kapoorthala. This 

Chief came at the head of his troops, bringing with him his brother Kowur Bikrama 

Singh and his principal advisers. To the decided part thus taken by the Rajah at the 

commencement of the outbreak, | attribute in a great measure the safety of the civil 

station of Jullundur ... and. the security we enjoyed in the Jullundur Doab 

throughout the crisis ... 

From the first, measures were taken by Captain Farrington at Jullundur, by 

Colonel Abbott at Hoshiarpur, and by Major Taylor at Kangra, to put public 

buildings in a state of defence. Precautions were also taken for the safe custody 0 

treasure ... 
On the 3rd of May, the Mess House of the 33rd Native Infantry at 

Hoshiarpur was burnt to the ground. There is every reason to suppose that this was 

the act of incendiaries ... 

On the 11th of May came intelligence of the Delhee catastrophe; this w: 

followed almost immediately by the open mutiny of the Ferozepoor Brigade, th 

Simla panic, and a partial insurrection at Nalaghur... | 

Fires were more or less frequent; a seditious notice was placarded at the 

Pay Office threatening certain Native Officers who had been commended by the 

' From George Carnac Barnes, Commissioner and Superintendent to Robert Montgomery, 

Judicial Commissioner at Umballa, 5th February, 1858. Mutiny Reports, vol. viii, part 1, pp. 

1-20. 
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General Commanding for their loyalty; ... with all this there was a marked 
readiness to take offence, and demands were made quite incompatible with a 
proper state of discipline ... 

When however, I had opportunities for testing the temper of the troops, 
and found that their acts betokened open defiance of constituted authority, my 
views changed, and I strongly recommended that one if not both regiments, should 
be disarmed ... 

That on the night of the mutiny no attempt was made to release the 
convicts from the jail, to rob the Treasury or to plunder property, private and 
public, must be attributed to the presence of the Ahluwalia Rajah and his troops, 
who supplied all the principal guards in the civil lines. On the morning, following 
the mutiny, the Rajah and his brother went through the city of Jullundur reassuring 
the towns’ people, who were disposed to close their shops and desert the place. He 
also detached a body of his Cavalry in pursuit of the mutineers 

It was at this time that the wisdom of the policy which had organised a 
Movable Column became apparent. It moved in the direction of Jullundur. where 
its arrival was preceded by the gallant officer in command, Brigadier-General 
Chamberlain, who had many arrangements to make consequent upon the 
withdrawal of all reliable troops from the Jullundur Doab ... 

A proposition was made by Brigadier-General Chamberlain to disarm the 
33rd and 35th Regiments of Native Infantry. A few days afterwards, this was most 
skilfully managed by Brigadier-General Nicholson. upon whom the command of 
the Movable Column devolved when General Chamberlain proceeded to Delhee as 
Adjutant-General of the army ... 

First and foremost among them has been Rajah Rundheer Singh 
Ahluwalia, whose active and zealous co-operation exercised the best influence 
upon all classes of the population... 

The good services of Vazeer Goshaon, the Regent of Mundee, next call for prominent notice. At my request he supplied 125 match lock-men to the local 
authorities of Hoshiarpoor and sent some 50 men with myself to Jullundur. Vazeer 
Goshaon, in compliance with the expressed wishes of the Chief Commissioner, 
had made arrangements for furnishing me with a large number of men, if any call 
had arisen for their services... 

.. The Rajah of Chumba afforded protection to ladies and children at the 
hill sanitatorium of Dalhousie. He also captured thirty of the Sealkote mutineers 
and made them over to the local authorities of Kangra. 

Hameedoolla Khan, ex-Rajah of Rajouree, resident in the Kangra district, 
where he draws his pension, afforded Major Taylor valuable aid in raising levies, 
and his brother Nowab Khan, who fought for us at Mooltan, joined Major Taylor at 
Noorpoor with a band of retainers... 

Rajah Ram Singh of Seeba and Rajah Jodhbeer Chand of Nadoun came in 
person at the commencement of this outbreak to meet me and tender offers of 
assistance. 

Konwur Sochait Singh, a younger son of the late Rajah of Kapoorthulla, 
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repaired on the first intelligence of this outbreak to the headquarters of the 

Hoshiarpoor district, and taking a house adjacent to that of the Deputy 

Commissioner, showed himself on all occasions ready and anxious to support our 

cause ... 
Goroo Sadho Singh of Kurtarpoor was prevented by sickness from 

attending in person at Jullundur, but his followers did good service.” 

Lahore Division 

“There were in the division: 
Europeans Natives 

Artillery . 716 434 

2 British Regiments of Foot * 1,706 _ 

3 Regiments, Native Cavalry 29 1,164 

6 Regiments, Native Infantry 78 5,587 

School of Musketry 27 165 

Grand total 3,556 7,350 
ee 

From the very composition of this force, containing as it did—9 regiments - 

of Hindoostanees and upwards of 400 Hindoostanee Golundaze and Gun Lascars, 

it could not but happen that there should be great sympathy with everything that 

took place, even at the most remote stations, connected with the feelings and 

| prejudices of the Bengal Army. 

The native soldiers, however, above enumerated, by no means represent: 

the number of Hindoostanees in this part of the country... 

There were thousands of Hindoostanee syces, grass-cutters and Artillery 

drivers, and thousands of Hindoostanee camp-followers and bazar people at all the 

large military stations, while there were hundreds of Hindoostanee domestic 

servants at every place. 

Lastly, the Hindoostanee element prevailed in all the more responsible and 

lucrative appointments in all departments and offices. 

Of 6 native extra Assistants attached to this Division, 5 were from 

Hindoostan. 

Of 19 Tehseeldars and 47 Cotwals and Thanedars about one-half of th 

former and one-third of the latter were Hindoostanees. The proportion among th 

Tehseel and Thanah Mohurirs was about the same, or from a half to a third. 

As to the Serishtedars, Nazirs and Mohurirs at all the Sudder offices, th 

greater number were from the old North-Western Provinces, and there were not 

few Poorbeahs among the orderly jemadars, chaprassies and muzkoorees and als 

among the same grades in the Tehseels and Thanahs. 

. . . Recently, conquered Punjab was held in subjection by a larg 

2 From Major Edward Lake, Commissioner and Superintendent to Robert Montgomery, 

Jullundur , 5th January, 1858, Mutiny Reports, op. cit., Pp. 145-162. 
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proportion of Hindoostanee troops, while the revenues were collected and the laws 
were administered in a great measure through the medium of Hindoostance 
officials ... 

Some time in April a seditious paper was found ... on the parade ground of 
the School of Musketry at Sealkote. 

Incendiary fires occurred at Umballa, and | have since ascertained that a 
very suspicious fire took place towards the end of April in one of the public offices 
at Umritsur, but it was extinguished before much harm was done 

... Deeming it my duty to ascertain the state of feeling of the troops at 
Meean Meer, about whom there had been many rumours, | went the same day to 
cantonments accompanied by Mr. Egerton, the Deputy Commissioner of Lahore 
and heard from Captain Piercy, the Cantonment Joint Magistrate, that the native 
troops were disaffected, and that they held nocturnal meetings ... 

At daybreak on Wednesday, the | 3th of May ... two-and-a-halt reviments 
of Native Infantry and a regiment of Light Cavalry (were) disarmed by Brigadier 
Corbett with two troops of Horse Artillery and six weak companies of Her 
Majesty’s 81st Foot ... 

-- Colonel Smith ... had with equal tact and success disarmed the wing of 
the 26th Native Infantry, which with a few Europeans, had heretofore formed the 
garrison of our stronghold. Some of the men of Soobhan Khan’s Police Battalion 
were thrown into the fort to assist the Europeans in sentry duty, and the Treasury, 
which had up to this time been guarded by a detachment from one of the disarmed 
regiments, was also made over to the Police Battalion ... 

... Captain Cripps, the Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Goojranwalla, 
the same day, got rid of his treasury guard, consisting of a Native Officer and 40 
men of the 46th Native Infantry from Sealkote, whose places were supplied by part 
of the Jail guard, which was formed of men of the Police Battalion... 

Mr. Naesmyth, the Deputy Commissioner of Goordaspoor, on the 19th 
May sent the greater part of his treasure, about seven lacs of rupees, into Amritsar 
\under an escort of the 2nd Irregular Cavalry ... 

At Sealkote Brigadier Brind by a judicious disposition of the Artillery and 
\Her Majesty’s 52nd Regiment commanded the lines of both the Native Infantry 

| |Regiments, but they as well as the Cavalry were allowed to retain their arms and to 
» \perform duty as before... 

During the forenoon of May 14 ... Brigadier Corbett wrote ... that the 
\ disarmed regiments had resolved to break away in a body, in the evening, for 
) \Ferozepore; (and) that he had determined to follow them with his guns ... 
it The animosity between the Sikhs and the Poorbeahs is notorious, and the 

ormer gave out that they would not allow the latter to pass through their country. 
\/It was therefore determined to take advantage of this ill-feeling and to stimulate it 

y the offer of rewards for every Hindoostanee sepoy who should be captured. 
fl The moment it became known that the sepoys contemplated a general 

Ove, expresses were sent off to the Deputy Commissioner at Kussoor, to rouse 
€ people and to intercept the deserters, Mr. Cooper relates how Dewan Nurain 
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Singh, the Agent of Sirdar Kanh Singh of Attaree, responded to Mr. 

MacNaughten’s call on that side, while the capture of many sepoys who stealthily 

deserted from Meean Meer during the night of the 14th shows that the people in the 

direction of Puttee and Kussoor were equally true to their instinct... 

There were many suspicious persons going about in the guise of Hindoo 3 

and Mohamedan fuqueers. These were arrested and either required to give security 

or were thrown into prison or deported. 

The ferries were guarded with the double object of preventing emissaries 

from entering the Punjab, as also deserters from here from swelling the numbers of | 

the disaffected at and about Delhi and Meerut ... 

On the 8th June intelligence was received of the mutiny at Jullundur, and 

on the following day two sepoys of the 35th Native Infantry were blown from guns 

on the Anarkullee parade ground by order of General Chamberlain for using 

mutinous language. The effect was most salutary on the 35th and other native 

troops of the column, on the disarmed regiments at Meean Meer, on 

Hindoostanees generally and on the people at large, for there were many 

mischievous rumours and reports and much seditious talking at this time... 

On the 7th July, the 14th Native Infantry at Jneelum refused to give up 

their arms and made a violent and determined resistance. On the receipt of the | 

intelligence at Amritsar, General Nicholson, who had returned to that place with - 

the Movable Column, disarmed the 59th Native Infantry. 

| Within 48 hours of the outbreak at Jheelum, the wing of the 9th Cavalry 

and the 46th Native Infantry at Sealkote mutinied. 

The movement commenced about daybreak of the 9th July by the Cavalry 

galloping, armed and equipped, to the lines of the 46th Native Infantry, to the jail 

and to the lines of the Mounted Police. The European officers who proceeded to 

the lines of their respective regiments on hearing the commotion were either 

warned off or fired at ... 

Brigadier Brind was hotly pursued by several troopers and received a 

wound, of which he died a few hours afterwards in the fort. 

Dr. Graham, the Superintending Surgeon, -was shot dead by a trooper 

while driving his daughter in a buggy. 

Dr. J.C. Graham, the Medical Store-Keeper, was similarly murdered while 

trying to escape with his wife, another lady and some children in his carriage. 

Captain Bishop, the Major of Brigade, who fled from his carriage, which 

contained his family, apparently in order to draw off the troopers from it, was 

followed and had his brains deliberately blown out... 

During the morning, the prisoners in the jail, to the number of upwards of 

three hundred, were liberated and many of the jail buildings were destroyed. The 

treasury, in which a small amount of cash (Rs. 11,341) was kept for current 

expenses, was plundered thereof and of stamps to the value of about a lac of 

rupees, but many of the latter were recovered ... | 

By 4 o’clock in the afternoon, the mutineers had ransacked many of the 

houses in cantonments, had collected all the public and private carriage and every | 
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horse in the place, and accompanied by a great number of private servants, by nota 
few of the police and other public servants, and by almost the whole of the 
residents of the sudder bazar, marched for Goordaspoor. . 

During the day of the 10th, it was ascertained that the mutineers had 
marched in the direction of Goordaspoor. That evening, General Nicholson set out 

with a portion of the Movable Column for Goordaspoor, He left three guns and 
about two companies of the 52nd at Amritsar to overawe the 35th and S9th 
Regiments, Native Infantry, and the wing of the 9th cavalry. His force consisted of 
128 European and 61 Native Artillerymen, 658 of Her Majesty's S2nd | ight 
Infantry, about 2 companies of a frontier Police Battalion (Shere Dil) and some 
newly raised Sikh horsemen... 

The rebels were known to be approaching the Ravee, but all the boats had 
been scuttled two days previously when the news of the mutiny at Jheelum was 
received, and it was supposed that the river was nowhere fordable for many miles 

The necessary means having been obtained, on Thursday, the 16th July, 
General Nicholson attacked and carried the position on the island, captured the 
gun, slew many of the mutineers and drove the rest into the water, in which 
numbers were drowned while others got on to sand-banks and small islands in the 
middle of the river, whence escape was difficult, as the country-people were up on 
both sides ... 

A hundred and forty-one mutineers were handed over by the Kardar of 
Jasrota in the Jummoo territory, whither all who escaped fled. to Lieutenant 
McMahon, who remained encamped with a party of levies for some weeks on the 
frontier ... 

Hundreds of those who cast in their lot with the mutineers and 
accompanied them from Sealkote were arrested, soundly flogged and sent back to 
Sealkote in case any specific charge of plunder, desertion of service or otherwise 
might be brought against them ... 

On the 30th July, the 26th Regiment Native Infantry, supposed to be the 
quietest and best disposed of the Hindoostanee Regiments at Meean Meer, rose ... 
and went off in a body about 11 A.M. during a dust-storm ... 

A cordon of Police chowkees was now placed at round the cantonment of 
Meean Meer, and on the 4th August, the remaining disarmed regiments were 
removed from their lines and put into tents within range of guns which were drawn 
up in front of the barracks of H. M’s 81st Regiment. This has been the position of 
the 16th and 49th Regiments, Native Infantry, and 8th Cavalry ever since. The 
removal of these. regiments from their lines was a delicate operation, carried out 
with complete success by General Gowan and Brigadier Corbett. The whole of the 
lines of the 16th Grenadiers were thrown down and levelled. 

The 35th and 59th Regiments of Native Infantry remained and still remain 
at or in the neighbourhood of Amritsar, watched by horsemen and the Police, while 
a small body of troops is at hand to act against them if necessary... 

In the meantime the Khurruls and other wild and turbulent tribes in the 
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Googaira district rose in insurrection, disarmed the police and cut off the 

communication with Mooltan . ... 

Owing to the nature and extent of the country and the paucity of troops, the 

disturbance was not very easily put down. The main body of the rebels was 

collected on the Ravee below Googaira, and it was chiefly the country between 

that place and Mooltan that was disturbed... During this interval the chiefs of the 

Wuttoos, Korashees and other tribes in that neighbourhood also came in and the 

people settled down in their villages. The main body of the rebels, moreover, who 

had taken up a position in a dense grass jungle called the “Jullee” on an island in 

the middle of the river, were driven out from thence by the troops on the left bank 

of the river and fled in the direction of Pak Pattan and towards the Sutlej.” 

“Translation of a Proclamation addressed to the Native Soldiers of the 

regiments of Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery, &c., cantoned at Lahore, 
(vide paragraph 60 of letter No. 106, dated 20th March, 1858, from 
Commissioner, Lahore—22 supra). 

“From your Brother Soldiers, Hindoo and Mahomedan, who have 

assembled at Delhi. 

To our Brothers, Hindoo and Mussalman, who are employed at 

Lahore and other places in the Punjab.” 

It is a matter of much regret that although we have for the sake of our 

religion revolted from the English, and considering you our associates have 

collected treasure from every place and made arrangements for fighting, and 

moreover had killed all the European soldiers, the enemies of our faith, and 

through the assistance of God, been victorious, why then are you, who are our 

relatives and connections and brothers in arms, sitting idle there? Such conduct is 

unbecoming. In whatever way you can, destroy the enemies of your religion and 

come to Delhi. All the revolted troops from Calcutta to Peshawar are collecting in 

Delhi. It is proper to fight in defence of our faith; thousands of Hindoos and 

Mussalmans have joined us for the purposes. Don’t remain there on any account, 

and if European soldiers, should oppose you on your way, kill them by all means. 

Don’t think of your pay and service; ... there are appointments of Rs. 12 

per month here and food and drink, in abundance. Those who are slain in this 

contest if Mahomedans will become a martyr, and if Hindoos, will become 

‘Hykont Bashees’. 

Do not entertain any fears, but come at once. All the sepahees have in 

consultation issued a proclamation throughout Hindoostan. All the country, 

Hindoo and Mussulman, &c., is with us. A copy of the proclamation is forwarded 

to you with this. Hear its contents and become acquainted with the particulars. You 

> From A.A. Roberts, Commissioner and Superintendent to Robert Montgomery, Lahore, 20th 

March, 1858. Mutiny Reports, op. cit., pp. 227-249. 
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should have 10,20, 50, or more copies of it written ina legible hand and suspended 
in every place where there may be a cantonment..... 

Translation of an inflammatory placard discovered on a Garden Gate 
at Sealkote—/Vide paragraph 104 of letter No. 106, dated 20th March. 
1858, from the Commissioner, Lahore—-22 supra) 

(Firmaun by the Commander-in-Chiet, Maharaja Shere Singh, Chict 
of Hindoostan and Punjab). 

“On this date, the Ist Jeth, Sumbut 1914, this Firmaun is issued to the 
Hindoos and Mussulmans of the Punjab, for this reason that the | uropeans are 
scamps (budmashes) and never publish news concerning the war; therefore. this 
firmaun is issued. In the first place god (Sut Gooroo) so ordered it that we have 
been involved in misfortune for the last ten years. There was no hope of liberation, 
but in the ‘Durgah’ of *Sut Gooroo’ there is no want of power. God so willed it that 
the senses of these worldly-wise vagabonds disappeared in the draught. They 
attempted to subvert our religions, so that all else may be ruined and they alone 
may be raised. But Fate Confounds wisdom. When the Padree Sahib arrived at 
Delhi, he ordered the troops to bite the cartridges. All night the troops continued 
silent. When morning dawned and the cock crew, the din of human voices rose 
Jurakun Singh, Soobahdar Buhadoor, having made ready his troops.”had all the 
vegabonds massacred and placed the King on the throne.” Firmauns were 
addressed to the entire Hindoostan army, who massacred those in their respective 
cantonments. The fact of the Padree. was well sweetened! At the present time 
Jurakun Singh is marching about in the direction of Calcutta, placing his own men 
in every thanah and tehseel. The Raja of Burhma is at Calcutta itself with an-army 
of one lac and forty thousand men. Not a single soul of the vagabonds is allowed to 
enter. Hazrut Mirza Baee is now at Delhi with several thousand soldiers. Be 
assured ! God will not permit them to escape alive from this country. In the same 
manner as they caused dogs to be killed, will they themselves be killed. They have 
already retreated 40 miles from Delhi towards Lahore. If God assisted us we shall 
soon make over their wives to our sweepers. Any Hindoo or Mussalman who may 
kill a Feringhee will be well rewarded and taken care of. For the rest all is well." 

“Translation of an inflammatory placard discovered on a Garden Gate 
at Sealkote—(Vide paragraph 104 of letter No. 106, dated 20th March, 
1858, from the Commissioner of Lahore—22 supra). 

[This firmaun is issued to the English vagabonds (Budmashes]. 

“Be it known to you that when I march towards Lahore you will find it 
difficult to escape, because the army of the Punjab will join me en masse. Rest 

Ibid, pp. 258-259. 
Ibid, pp. 259-60. 
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assured, the Punjab will never be yours, and I know that your bones will be broken 

to pieces in this province, and you will fall into difficulties. If you consult your 

own good you will be off to Europe at once. You may thus be saved, but you are 

helpless. God has confounded you; nothing good can enter your minds.” 

te Jhelum Division 

“Rapid changes were made in the location of the Native troops... for... | 

separation of regiments that were at the time brigaded together... ... The places to 

which these troops, were removed are situated out of this Division. The Kumaon 

Battalion, a loyal regiment, was sent away on service. 

The effect of these measures was to diminish the force; at Jhelum to one 

Native Infantry Regiment, the’ |4th, and also to reduce largely, the Hindoostanee 

troops in the Rawul Pindee district. 

On the 16th of May, I wrote to Captain McKenzie directing him to apply 

to the Commanding Officer of the 35th Native Infantry for the recall of the half 

company to headquarters, and also to forward his treasure into Sealkote at once... 

On the 17th, similar instructions respecting the detachments of the 46th at 

Shahpoor were sent to ... Mr. Ouseley ... 

Hardly were these slight precautions adopted when the news of our danger 

began to be known among the people. The effect struck me as very peculiar. Great» 

interest was exhibited, but there seemed less of the shock of surprise than I had 

expected to see... ( 

On the same morning, Lieutenant Battye and Captain Berry proceeded to 

Kooldunna. . .and attacked the rebels who fled after firing a volley which wounded ~ 

one volunteer. Our party then went to Kunnetak . . .and destroyed it. . . 

On the 9th, Major Becher heard from his Thanadar at Nara that, although 

Hussun Ali had ostensibly seceded from the confederacy, Puhlwan Khan of 

Bhagun, who had received Baz Khan of Mullote and other Kurruls, talked of 

putting Tayub Khan, a nephew of the Sirdar, at their head and simultaneously 

attacking the fort of Nara and the station of Murree. . . : 

On the 12th, several letters were despatched to me by Major Becher 

announcing that Sirdar Hussun Ali Khan had come in and professed to believe that 

none of our fugitives were harboured in his country. . . One of the letters spoke in 

general terms, of treasonable confederacies being formed, while another instanced 

Pukli, the northern part of Hazara, as the place where danger was brewing. 

On the same date, the Thanadar of Bukkote, a thanah of Huzarah. .. came 

to me to report an extensive confederacy which. . .was being formed against us... 

On the 13th, Major Becher informed me that Puhlwan Khan and other 

headmen of Kurrul villages had come into him, and he begged we would say nO — 

more of attacking the Kurruls lest we should terrify them into committing — 

themselves. We were also requested not to send any men into the Kurrul country to 

arrest our fugitives, but were to content ourselves with despatching two persons to — 

6 Ibid., pp. 260-61. 
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the Thanadar of Nara, that these might be sent with Puhlwan Khan and an agent of 
Sirdar Hussun Ali’s and in their company search for our refugees among the 
Kurruls.” 

Multan Division 

“Many instances of growing disaffection could be adduced, but one or two 
willfully exemplify:— 

Ist—A sepoy rushed into the Assistant Commissioner's Kutchery two 
hours before the arrival of the post conveying the Calcutta Gazett: 
announcing the disbanding of the 34th Regiment, Native Infantry, and 
asked “what is the news”. Receiving in reply that the post had not 
arrived he left with an incredulous smile, implying knowledge of more 
than inclined to disclose. 

2nd—The sepoys daily surrounded the post office asking unusual and 
inquisitive questions to the bodily fear and alarm of the whole 
establishment. 

3rd—Family remittances invariably made through Government, but lately 
through native agency, were re-demanded in cash payment. 

4th—The price and purchase of gold mohurs increased hourly, warranting 
the anxiety to rid themselves of cumbersome silver. . . 

The Editor of the native newspaper published at Mooltan had also been 
instructed by the Commissioner to submit his paper for inspection prior to its 
publication, and to this order, the Editor gave a ready compliance. 

The whole of the native correspondence was stopped and examined. Only 
one or two letters of importance were discovered, one leading to the execution of 
the author. Most of the ferries were closed, and those which remained open were 
carefully guarded. All fakeers, foreigners and suspected persons were arrested, and 
every possible measure taken to prevent news from other parts of the country 
reaching the Native troops. . . 

The disaffection of the 69th Regiment, Native Infantry, now no longer 
admitting of a doubt . . About 9 P.M. of the same evening orders were received 
from the Punjab Government, addressed to the Commissioner and Major 
Chamberlain, for the immediate disarming of the Native Infantry Regiments. . 
-The same night, arrangements were made for carrying the order into effect, but no 
communication was made to the residents of cantonments until next morning. . , 

... Simultaneously with the disarming of the troops in cantonments a 
strong guard of the 69th Regiment, Native Infantry, at the local treasury in the 
“Edgah was disarmed... 

The only inhabitants of rank at Mooltan are the descendants of the 
Mahomedan saints, who are also the guardians of the district, and a few remains of 
the old Pathan nobility. The former have much influence with the community, and. 

7 From Edward Thornton, Commissioner and Superintendent to R. Montgomery, Camp Goojrat, 
23rd February 1858, Mutiny Report, Vol. VIII, Part |, pp. 313-55. 
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. .that at this crisis, they, with one exception, stood faithful to the British 

Government and in general, were anxious to evince their loyalty by every means in 

their power. . . 
The most conspicuous amongst these was Makhdoom Shah Mahmoad 

Kooreshee, within the enceinte of the fort. The Pathan Chiefs had rendered 

eminent service during the last Punjab War, and on the present occasion they also 

shewed their readiness to come forward in aid of the State, but they had little 

influence in the country. 

By order of the Punjab Government, Ghulam Moostapha Khan, 

Khagwanee, organized a resallah of Irregular Cavalry, with which he afterwards 

did good service under General Cortlandt. . . 
On the evening of the day of the disarming, three or four sepoys of the 

69th Regiment, Native Infantry, deserted; one was caught, brought to trial before a 

Court-martial and condemned to death. Sundry disclosures, however, made by 

him. . obtained him a reprieve, but the execution parade was to allow some arrests 

to be made from among the mutineers. 

On this occasion, Nahur Khan, Soobadar-Major of the 69th Regiment, 

Native Infantry, and some others of that regiment were arrested and at once 

confined in separate guards.’ Most of them»subsequently were released from the | 

want. . .of evidence against .them, but the enquiries instituted in their cases, ; 

produced evidence which led to the conviction of the leading mutineers. . . 

The Chiefs of the Lungreal clan, who held a strong position in the pasture ‘ 

tracts of the Mooltan district, were directed to join Major Voyle, and this duty they 

willingly performed, rendering good service during the whole of the insurrections. 

The chiefs of the clans of the Mooltan district, on the Ravee, were also 

called upon for aid, and they at once obeyed the summons. Salabut Singana, a 

leading man of that tribe, immediately attended at the tehseel of Seraie Sidhoo 

with 100 followers and he was followed by the Hirraj and other clans. The services 

of these men were most useful. They. . .protected the tehseel and the pergunna. . 

(and) prevented the spread of the insurrection into Shorkot and the country to the 

west of the Chenab. . . 
While these operations were.in progress on the Ravee, the detachment 

under Major Voyle and Captain Tronson had continued to occupy Pakputtun, the 

smallness of their force preventing their undertaking any active operations against 

the insurgents on the Sutlej. . . : 
On the requisition of the Commissioner, Major Jackson marched towards 

Jumlera on the 15th October, and, receiving information of a large body of 

marauders near Jeewan Shah, he detached a party of about 25 Infantry and 50 

Note.—A man of the 2nd Punjab Infantry was tried at the same time and another of that, 

regiment had been previously condemned to imprisonment by the Commissioner for seditious 

language. 

Note.—Nahur Khan was sent to the fort. A horse was provided for him from the Ist regiment, 

Irregular Cavalry, but he had scarcely mounted when it reared and fell on him,—an omen which 

the natives present were not slow to interpret as a warning of his fate. 
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sowars to attack them. The marauders opposed the detachment, but were defeated 
with the loss of 70 killed. . . 

On the 2nd November, strong bodies of Infantry were sent into the jungles 
on the Sutlej, supported by the Artillery and Cavalry on the open ground. These 
services were effectually performed, but the insurgents had taken advantage of the 
delay which had occurred and dispersed into the Bhawalpoor territory 

After this, no operations of importance occurred. The successtul attempts 
on their stronghold at Jullee and their camp in the Bar and the incursions of the 
troops into their fastnesses on the Sutlej had shown them the utter hopelessness 0! 
their attempts to oppose the Government. On the 7th November, Mahomed Kattya, 
the Chief of that tribe, surrendered himself to the Commissioner, and his example 
was ultimately followed by all the leaders of the rebellion who had not been 
arrested or slain.”'° 

Leiah Division 
“The feeling of security of Leiah was first in some degree ruffled by the 

arrival of a part of the 17th Regiment, Irregular Cavalry, under Captain Hockin, 
and again by rumours of the mutiny of the 9th Irregulars at Meanwallee: but there 
appears to have been no real cause for alarm — Captain Hockin’s men were too 
few in number to be mischievous, if even so inclined, and it turned out that only 30 
men of the 9th Irregulars had mutinied; 25 of these, however. did come towards 
Leiah, but were attacked and destroyed by a detachment sent from thence under 
command of Captain Hockin. . . 

The districts of Derah Ismail Khan and Derah Ghazee Khan situated on an 
ever-troubled border and containing very many Hindoostanees in the nominally 
Punjab regiments, gave grave cause for anxiety. . . 

This feeling was by no means lessened by the unwelcome, but 
unavoidable, advent of the 39th Regiment, Native Infantry, at Derah Ismail Khan 
and subsequently of 200 of the 9th Irregular Cavalry to Bunnoo. . . 

The feeling of the people, themselves a warlike race, was providentially 
on the side of Government; and the District Officers were thus able to raise from 
the Irregular Levies, capable of keeping in check with the aid of the loyal portion 
of the Punjab regiments.”"! 

Peshawar Division 
“The strength of the Kohat force upto the middle of May was, as usual, 

three complete regiments of Punjab Infantry, one regiment of Punjab Cavalry, one 
9-pounder battery with a 24-pounder Hawitzer and two mountain guns, also a 
detachment of Garrison Company of Artillery. . . 

After (the orders had been given to stop the use of new cartridges) not a 

Major Hamilton, Commissioner and Superintendent to R. Montgomery, Multan, 24th February 
1858. Mutiny Report, Vol. VIII, Part II, pp. 2—26. 
From Major C. Brown, Commissioner and Superintendent to R. Montgomery, Camp Khangurh, 
15th February 1858; Mutiny Reports, Vol. VIII, Part Il, pp. 79-80. 
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whisper of anything improper amongst the force forming the regular garrison, has 

ever reached me, though on the 29th May there was an increase of Hindoostanees, 

being 3 companies, about 230 men, of the 58th Native Infantry, which with 2nd 

Punjab Irregular Cavalry, mostly Hindoostanees (the Sikhs having gone under 

Lieutenant Nicholson towards Lahore), about 250 Hindoostanees in 6th Punjab 

Infantry and 50 in 3rd Punjab Infantry, gave this race a strong body for evil had 

there been any bad feeling in the country or neighbouring hills. : 

Early on the morning of the 8th July, orders were received for the 

disarming of the 58th detachment, and this was done quietly. . .The measure was 

well timed, as some men of the detachment had once or twice been heard speaking 

in a manner which evinced bad feeling. . . 

The people of the district never evinced the slightest tendency to revolt; 

and although in Upper Meeranzye, people talked of our rule being ended, no one 

ever disobeyed an order or delayed a day in paying revenue. 

The Toorees (inhabitants of Koorrum and subjects of Cabul) at one time 

appeared disposed to be troublesome; but they did no harm and soon ceased to 

require watching. . . 

The Afreedees of the Kohat Pass have. . .for some time kept their Pass the 

safest portion of the road in the whole coyntry; but since the beginning of these _ 

disturbances, there has not in the seven months. ...been one single charge of crime © 

for them to answer to, not even a petty theft. .. 
{ A party in Boree were inclined to give trouble by plundering on the 

Peshawar side, but they were peaceably brought to reason. . . 

Though the conduct of the people has been invariably good—in fact so 

much so that I could have confidently entrusted the cantonment to their keeping, 

had occasion required me to call out the few troops,— yet there is no doubt that it 

is to the Khans and Mullicks that we are mainly indebted for this good feeling. . 

Khwajah Mahomed Khan’s hearty and energetic goodwill, and his craving for 

news of our successes, his bounty to any messenger who brought him any, and his 

gifts when he heard of the fall of Delhi, give unmistakable evidence of his 

feeling... 
Next comes Bahadoor Shere Khan, whose services were with you in 

Peshawar from the day of the disarming, when with a few horsemen he joined you, 

leaving this at a couple of hours’ notice. He too is worthy of notice as having done 

some good, zealous service. 

Gholam Mahomed Khan Shukkurdurra, Jaffir Khan Khuttuck, and 

Moozuffer Khan, Tehsildar of Hungoo, showed a very proper feeling, and did 

good service in every way in their power.” A 

Sir John Lawrence’s role in the recapture of Delhi a 

“Delhi was the political pivot of the crisis of 1857. Centrally situated, it 

From Lt-Col. H. B. Edwardes, Commissioner and Superintendent to R. 

Montgomery—Peshawar, 22nd February 1858. Mutiny Reports, Vol. VIII, Part II, pp 

102—110. 
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had been, through centuries, the imperial capital of Hindustan During the crisis, the presence there of the last Moghul Emperor had afforded the rebels a rallying-point. A mysterious halo had been woven round the occupation of the city—as a symbol of military and political Supremacy in the minds of many people. So long as it remained in the hands of the mutineers, the last (licker of the phantom Empire would provoke further disturbances in the country The Strategical, fortified position of the city, with its vast commercial Wealthy. larg stores of arms and ammunition in the magazine and the growing swarm of rebels pouring into it, would render its recapture more difficult in proportion to the delay in its assault. 
In the words of Sir John Lawrence, Chief ( ommussioner of the Punjab. ‘the prestige of the Empire had come to devolve on Delhi’, and a speedy and crushing assault on the seat of rebellion alone ‘would determine the issue.” This fundamental fact appears to have dominated his mind from the moment that the news of the outbreak had been received in the Punjab. In almost every dispatch, he untiringly urged upon the Gov ernor-General at Calcutta’ and the Commander-in-Chief at Ambala the Supreme necessity of an early assault on Delhi. . ."° 
First in initiative, Sir John Lawrence was foremost in organising the assault on the Imperial City. He was prepared to set it on foot alone, in case the Calcutta authorities regretted their inability to undertake it until reinforcements had arrived from abroad. The Commander-in-Chief, too, apparently under similar considerations appeared to procrastinate. The Chief Commissioner had persistently urged on the Central Government to expedite the step. Every despatch to the Commander-in-Chief emphasized the necessity and called for the earliest action. . . 
The task of organizing an assault exclusively from the Punjab resources presented formidable difficulties. The over-whelming numbers of mutineers shut up in the fortified city were equipped with vast wealth and materials of war. But ‘once determined on the point, Sir John Lawrence would not see it suffer on count of in-action or lack of resources. Writing to H. Greathead he said: ‘To my ind mere danger will arise from delay than from assaulting. . 4 Early in June an effective Field Force was stationed on the “Ridge” before | elhi. While reinforcements were coming from the Punjab and Meerut. this limited force, despite the critical danger of being enveloped, would serve as a heck against the pouring of more mutineers into the citadel and at the same time 

“The general optimism about the immediate fall of Delhi, on the Ppearance of the British force before it, faded away after the first contested Sagements with the enemy. The inadequate Delhi force had to deal with the 

In almost all the successive official communiques of narrative of events in the province, the Chief Commissioner sought to bring home, the urgency of the fall of Delhi. Particularly Nos. 55-60 ring with this note. 
R. Boseworth Smith, Life of Lord Lawrence, Vol. ii. pp. 203-204. 
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trained native soldiery of the same stock as they had on their own side. The 

mutineers. placed in a fortified position, for the time being, rich in resources, were 

decidedly superior in numbers as well. In the opinion of sound authorities on 

military craft, the thin British force before it, exposed to severe weather conditions 

(June and July) and decimated by disease. were the besieged rather than the 

besiegers. Unless it was substantially reinforced at the earliest, retreat with the 

most disastrous consequences, would not have been a distant prospect. The Punjab 

alone was the source of succour. The Chief Commissioner kept his word. 

A long stream of baggage train, arms and ammunition was poured down 

the Grand Trunk Road. The line of over 300 miles of road through the territory 

occupied by the enemy was valiantly guarded by the troops of Maharaja of Patiala. 

In the first week of July, about 3,250 men in all, were despatched to Delhi."° 

Hardly twenty days afterwards, 1,700 more had been sent the same way. As many 

as 2,000 more troops were further promised. In order to achieve this, Lawrence 

had dangerously reduced his resources in the Punjab. At a time when danger was to 

be apprehended from every quarter in the province itself, no more than 2,400 

infantry were retained. About 9,000 Europeans and natives besides some 30 guns 

were locked up in Peshawar and Kohat. But with his ‘unalterable resolution’ Sir 

John Lawrence was determined more thai ever to sustain and reinforce the Delhi. 

Force with the last resources of the provinces. . ! 

Still further requisitions for levies and materials for war'’ and the gloomy | 

prospects of the English attack failed to unnerve the Chief Commissioner or to. 

impair his confidence of ultimate success. The acuteness of the distress only added 

an extra fillip to his unabated courage and resource fullness. The last throw of the 

dice was cast. Literally to the last man, all that was best, strong and reliable was 

spared and the scanty holdings of the province were squeezed to the utmost. The 

Punjab itself, although the outward crust of peace and loyalty was preserved, had’ 

developed into a powder magazine. The spark before Delhi, if once things went 

against the English, was to decide the issue. The Chief Commissioner had not. 

mistaken the growing symptoms of the malady and had delicately timed the 

concentration on Delhi.'” | 

Under Nicholson, the Hercules of the Punjab, foremost amongst those 

who held rebellion in leash on the Frontier during the crisis; it was proposed to 

1s 
June 17, 1857. Chief Commissioner to Harvey Greathead, Delhi. 

Description: 7 Companies of H. M.'s 8th me 600 

5 iis s 3 : 61s = 450 
European Artillerymen aa 200 

Ist Panjab Rifles (Cokes) x 800 

4th Sikhs (Battrey’s) eae 800 

Panjab Cavalry ae 400 
ws, 3,250 

'© No. 390. July 25, 1857. Brigadier Wilson to Sir John Lawrence, “Mutiny Papers” op. cit. 

'7 No, 63. September 11, 1857. Official communique of events No. 52 clearly depicts the state 

affairs in the Punjab. 
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drain the Punjab cup to its dregs.'* The famous warden of the Frontier who with his 
movable column had flashed like lightning wherever mutiny raised its head. was 

_ despatched to Delhi at the head of the same column. so vital to the peace and 
) tranquility of the province itself. Besides reinforcements and the certainty of the 
) collapse of resistance, if only they could break into the city. General Wilson 
| responsible for the execution of the task. appeared to be too solid to be roused to 
bold and vigorous action, which alone would carry the day. Lawrence continued 

nevertheless, to stimulate him, as when he wrote: “Every day’s delay is fraught 
| with serious danger. Everyday disaffection and mutiny spread. | vervday adds to 

the native princes taking part against us. Peshawar is the political voleano which 
may explode any day. The coming rains could render all military operations 
impossible. There was little hope of being reinforced from below ...' 

Finding it difficult to rouse the Commander-in-Chief from his lethargy 
Sir John Lawrence thought it expedient to spur on some of the other more 
energetic spirits on the scene—Chamberlain, Norman and Nicholson — whom he 
hoped to infuse with his own spirit and of whose potentialities and peculiarities he 
was well aware. The Chief Commissioner never meant to side-track the authority 
of General Wilson. He was impelled by anxiety for the earliest achievement of the 
task, which, as his earlier untiring endeavours had shown. depended in his mind 
upon the maxim, “Now or never’... . 

Still the final assault was delayed till the second week of September. The 
Siege train arrived at Delhi on the 4th and Wilde’s regiment and the Jummu troops 
followed close behind. About a week more was required to elaborate the plans...” 

“At last on the 7th the ground was broken and the first battery attack was 
opened under Alexander Taylor. The besieged numbered more than 40.000 strong 
and had about 300 guns. By the 13th, the work had been pretty well done. Breaches 
were reported, ‘difficult but practicable.” The assault was ordered at 3 next 
morning. After another thunder, the breaches were attempted. . .Soon the whole 

| line facing the Ridge was occupied and the British flag was run up upon the Kabul 
| gate. . .At last on the 20th, the tidings of the fall of Delhi were flashed to all parts of 
| i the Empire.” 

| (in: A Book of Readings on the Histor ‘Vv of the Punjab, 1799-1947. By Ikram Ali 
| Malik. Lahore 1970, pp. 193-223). 
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