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I 
The organizers of the Movement seem to have fully realized the mportance of propagating their cause in the areas now covered by Pakistan: there s abundant evidence to prove that they had been carrying on their work in this area imultaneously with their activities in the upper and eastern Provinces.! Edward dare refers to an incident which is of considerable significance. “In the winter of 856-57,” he writes, “we were encamped at Umballa with the annual army of xercise. The mutinous sepoys took advantage of the assembly of so many of their 2giments to arrange their plans and they tried their utmost to corrupt the Goorkha egiment which came down with us for exercise from Jutogh, near Simla.” As arly as the beginning of May, 1857, it was reported about Ambala that the fires ad become “an almost nightly occurrence”. It was however significant that they ere “directed against property belonging to Government or officers attached to 

Cave-Browne’s assessment of the Situation in the Panjab, which at the time included the Frontier region also, is correct. Hi says: “That the disaffection which had disclosed itself in Bengal and Oude had also extended among the native troops in the province, there can be little doubt. The disease had not yet broken out, but it had shown Premonitory symptoms.”, See Vol. Lipa: 

Deputy Commissioner, Mr. F. Cooper, on whom the duty devolved.” See Vol. I, p. 104. Hare, Edward, Memoirs, (London, 1900), p. 101. 
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the Depot or assigned to them for shelter during the hot months.” Later, a Sikh 7 

sepoy informed Deputy-Commissioner Forsyth, that the soldiers were indignant i 

and excited and there was every likelihood of a general rising. The Kotwal also ® 

reported that a Pandit had prophesied that blood would be shed within a week in X 

Delhi, Meerut or Ambala. As in Delhi, most of the authorities here, too, did not 

attach much importance to these incidents. However, some precautionary @ 

measures were adopted by the Government: district officers in most cases had the | 

post bags opened in their presence and suspicious letters were suppressed. The ) 

vernacular press was also kept under control through repressive measures: the ® 

editor of the Moortizaee was imprisoned for publishing treasonable matter. and his 

paper was stopped . . . The editor of the Cheshma i Feiz was ordered to remove his} 

establishment from Sealkote to Lahore where his paper. together with the twof 

already published at the capital, was put under rigid surveillance. 

Plans of the Revolutionaries betrayed 

The telegram carrying the news of the outbreak of the Revolution at Delhi} 

had reached Ambala in the afternoon (11 May); from here reports were sent to all} 

important stations on the following morning. Sir John Lawrence, the Chie 

Commissioner, was in Rawalpindi; consequently Montgomery, the next senior 

official who was present in Lahore, “held an immediate consultation with t 

Officers,” and then proceeded to the cantonments at Mian-Mir to consult Brigadi 

Corbett. They agreed that the Hind-Pakistani troops should be deprived of the 

ammunition and gun caps. Soon after this, a Sikh Non-commissioned Office 

betrayed the plans of the sepoys to his superiors. It had been decided that on | 

May when a wing of the 26th Sipahis on guard at the fort would be relieved by 

wing of the 49th N. I, they would all rise and take possession of the citadel, th 

magazine and the treasury, and their comrades at Mian-Mir would follow sui 

Then the sepoys would go to the jail, release the prisoners and establish their o 

machinery of administration. The betrayal of these plans by the Sikh informe! 

upset the whole programme of the Revolutionaries. 

Hind-Pakistani forces disarmed at Lahore 

The British authorities took a prompt decision to disarm the native troo 

this was to be carried out by a coup d‘état on the following morning. The enti 

Brigade was to come to the parade ground, “avowedly to hear the general order 

disbanding the seven companies of the 34th N. 1. at Barrackpore, really to ena¢ 

drama.” The decision was kept secret; even a ball arranged for the night was Ml 

postponed. Early in the morning the parade was held. When it was over 

Hind-Pakistani Regiments were ordered to ground arms, which they did thou 

not without some hesitation. In the meantime some European troops had been s 

to the Fort; here, too, the sepoys were disarmed and ordered to .march to Mian Mi 

3G. C. Barnes to R. Montgomery, 7 May. 1857. Mutiny Records, Vl, Part 1. p. 7. 

Punjab Mutiny Report (Selections from the Public Correspondence of the Administration | 

the Affairs of the Punjab, Lahore, 1859), pp, 6-7. 
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The same night messengers were sent to Ferozepur, Multan and Kanera, and 
troops despatched to Govindgarh® and Phillaur. At Amritsar a rumour had spread 
that the disarmed sepoys of Lahore were coming to help the Regiments posted 
there to capture the fort of Govindgarh. The Deputy Commissioner, G. Cooper 
took with him a party of Irregular horsemen and loyal Sikhs to guard the fort gates 
His Assistant went out of the town, collected a body of villagers and took the road 
to Lahore to intercept the disarmed sepoys. About midnight thes met some 
Companies of the 81st, coming from Lahore. Before daybreak they reached the 
fort and made it safe against possible attacks. Montgomery ’s Prompt action in 
Lahore had far-reaching effects on the course of the Revolution. Fhe plans of th 
Revolutionaries were upset, and they could not act accordine to their orieinal 
programme. However, the Movement could not be suppressed in its entirety. and 
at a number of places we find the people and the sepoys rising against the British 
Government as and when they found the circumstances favourable to their cause 

Ferozepur 

Ferozepur, the largest arsenal in Upper India. could not have been 
overlooked by the organizers of the Revolutionaries: nor could Montgomery forget 
it in his discussions at Lahore on 12 May. Brigadier Innes. who held the command 
of the station, had been informed of the decision about the disarming of the sepoys 
in Lahore; he also knew that the Regiments at Ferozepur had shown signs of 
disaffection.’ On 13 May he held a parade to judge for himself the temper of his 
men; their conduct was not above suspicion. and “it was plain that something was 
coming.” He held a meeting of the local authorities, and it was decided that 
immediate disarming of the whole force being a measure that could not be 
attempted without danger the two corps, the 45th N. I. and the 57th N. I.. should be 
placed apart and disarmed separately on the next day. Accordingly they were 
called to their parade grounds and ordered to march off to their respective camping 
sites which were about two miles apart. The 57th obeyed the orders and reached 
the allotted ground where they bivouacked for the night: but the 45th took road 
passing through the Sadr Bazaar. From here they could see the European soldiers 
filing into the gateway of the entrenchment containing the magazine. Their 
suspicions were roused and “fanatic moulvies and disaffected bunneahs were at 
hand to incite them; ‘Dagha hai.’ (There is treachery.) became the cry.’ A few 
Companies, however, separated themselves from the main body and were soon 
within the entrenchment; the Europeans resisted their attack on the Magazine and 

* — Cave-Browne, I, 92-100; Punjab Mutiny Report, para. 57. 
° It had no strategic advantage, but the Sikhs had a special regard for it, because it was named 

after Guru Govind Singh. 
mn iON placard” writes Case-Browne, “had been posted up in cantonments, threatening the life of 

their commandant. A native officer had openly declared at a court of inquiry that nota man of 
the corps would touch a cartridge. It was known also that meetings were held night after night, at 

p which seditious language was used.” Vol. I, p. 105: Mutiny Records, VIII. Pt. 1. p. 47. 
Cave-Browne, 1,108. 
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saved it, and to make it more secure additional Companies were thrown in.” The 

Revolutionaries now attacked the cantonment and burnt to ashes a number of 

houses and other buildings. On the following morning the 57th was disarmed. This 

weakened the position of the Revolutionaries, who, now decided to make an 

escape. They were pursued for several miles, but ultimately they managed to reach 

Delhi. '° Brigadier Innes was censured for not disarming the two corps 

_immediately, Lawrence thought he had “missed an excellent opportunity of 

teaching a lesson to the sepoys” and was sorry that the Revolutionarigs “got off 

with little loss." 

Phillaur 
Phillaur, situated on the banks of the Sutlaj, was important because it had 

an arsenal. The authorities at Jullundur, only twenty-four miles from Phillaur, 

decided on 12 May to send a detachment of European troops in the darkness of 

night; arrangements were also made to open a signalling office inside the fort. 

Before dawn these troops reached Phillaur. The Deputy Commissioner of 

Ludhiana was apprised of the situation and asked to take care of the bridge of boats 

on the river. At Jullundur itself precautionary measures were adopted to prevent 

the possibility of an attack by the cavalrymen; heaps of kankar'* were irregularly 

laid ina manner that although the guns coul@ move about, a cavalry charge would 

not be easy. The Commanding Officer’s hope lay in the loyalty of the Raja of 

Kapurthala who happened to arrive at Phillaur on his way back from a pligrimage 

to Hardwar. The emissaries of the 3rd N. I. cantoned at Phillaur, met the Raja’s 

men and tried to persuade them to join the Revolution; but, like most of the other 

Ruling Princes the Raja decided to support the British. He immediately broke 

camp, went to Jullundur and placed his escort at the disposal of the British 

Commandant and assured him of his loyalty to the Company’s Government. 

The Revolutionaries had planned a rising and an attack on the fort at 

Phillaur for the morning of 15 May; it was to become the rendezvous of their 

forces in the Panjab. Their plans could not materialize because reinforcements 

arrived early in the morning on 13 May, and the Raja of Kapurthala threw himself 

on the side of British Government. Praising this unpatriotic act of the Raja, the 

Commissioner of Trans-Sutlej States wrote: ‘To the decided part thus taken by the © 

Rajah at the commencement of the outbreak | attribute in a great measure the 

safety of the civil station of Jalundhur on the night of the mutiny . . #3 

The Sadr Kotwal was suspected with having supplied scaling ladders to the sepoys; he was tried 

by a court-martial and sentenced to 14 years, imprisonment Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. I, p. 50. 

Kaye and Mallesson, II, 332: also see Press-list of Mutiny Papers, p. 359, no 54. 

John Lawrence to the Commander-in-Chief, dated 21 May, Rawalpindi; see Bosworth Smith, |, 

p. 147. 
Kankar: small pieces of lime stone. 
Mutiny Records, VIII. Pt. 1, p. 147. 
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Multan 

Another important town alerted by Montgomery was Multan: it had been 
for centuries the great emporium of trade with Kabul and Kashmir in the north. and 
Sind, the Persian Gulf and Arabia in the south and west; it also commanded the 
land route connecting the north-western regions with the rest of the world. | qually 
important was the fact that Multan lay at the only route connecting the Panjab and 
the north-western regions with Bombay, and, for that matter, with Pnvland: its loss 
to the British would have created for them great difficulties. Mulian had not 
remained unaffected by the Revolutionary spirit. In the bazaars, Revolution wa 
openly talked about: the crowding of the sepoys at the post office and thei 
impatience to receive their letters “implied a knowledge that any mail might bring 
them the signal for an outbreak.”'’ Some of the officers had seen more definite 
symptoms of disaffection: Major Crawford Chamberlain. Cammander of the 
‘Skinner's Horse’ (Ist Irregular Cavalry), for instance. was informed by his 
Risaldar that the sepoys were trying “to tamper with this men:” on the night of |] 
May a man muffled up to the eyes came to the senior Risuldur of the Ist Irregulars 
and asked him point-blank what the intentions of his Regiment were: gold mohurs 
were being sold at premium, and the sepoys preferred transmission of theit money 
through private agencies to Government remittances.'° These unmistakable signs 
clearly showed ‘which way the wind blew.’ The countryside had a population of 
sturdy and religious-minded men who could have easily joined the Movement it 
the British Government had not adopted repressive measures. On 14 May, Major 
Chamberlain called three or four ‘native officers’ of each corps and “harrangued 
them on the enormity of a soldier being nimuk-huram (false to his salt).” It was 
proposed that they should all set their seals to a declaration that they would be 
responsible for their respective corps; but none agreed to take that responsibility, 
and one of them clearly said that they would not be obeyed by their men. It was 
also pointed out that according to the general rumour two boxes full of greazed 
cartridges had been brought from Bombay and were in the Magazine. Chamberlain 
ordered a parade and had the cartridges examined by the soldiers themselves.” 

The fort was taken over by the Commissioner; its weak points were 
strengthened and heavy guns placed in commanding positions. From the 
countryside the influential men were summoned and detained as hostages for the 
good conduct of their respective clans; ferries were guarded and fagirs and 
suspicious characters arrested and confined.'’ The precautions taken by the 
authorities, however, could not stop the Revolutionaries from attempting a rising. 
On 9 June an order was received that the 62nd and 69th N. I. posted in Multan 
should be disarmed. Some men of the disarmed 69th escaped in the night; one of 

'* Cave-Browne, I, 120. 
'S Ibid. 1, 121. Also see the letter of Major F. E. Voyle, Deputy-Commissioner of Multan, to 

Major G. W. Hamilton. Commissioner and Superintendent, dated 30 January, 1858, in Mutiny 
Records, VIII, Pt. I, p, 30 et. seq. 

2 Cave-Browne. I. 125. 
Cave Browne, pp 127-28. 
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them was however caught and condemned to death. On the night preceding the day 

of his execution, he disclosed some secrets of the Revolutionaries. He was 

reprieved but as a result of these disclosures the Subahdar-Major and ten other men 
of the 69th were hanged as “traitors”. 

It was discovered subsequently that the Revolutionaries had decided to 
rise against their officers on the night of 7 June. The Woordie-Major of the Ist 

Irregular Cavalry and a doctor betrayed the secret to Major Chamberlain by 
requesting him to remove his family, but he did not accept the advice. The 
Revolutionaaries however, failed to carry out their programme, and “a merciful 

Providence intervened between the Christians and the fate prepared for them.”'* 

Peshawar 

The valley of Peshawar, which was a part of the Province of the Panjab 

until the end of the nineteenth century, had in its neighbourhood a number of 

Pathan tribes whose relations with the British Government at this time were by no 
means friendly.'” Beyond the tribal area lay the Amirate of Kabul. The friendship 

of its Ruler, Dost Muhammad Khan, “had been purchased by our British gold, but 

he had never ceased to deplore the dismemberment of his empire by the Sikhs,” 

and “it was difficult to feel any confidence in his forbearance at such a time.” The 

news of the outbreak of the Revolution rea¢hed Peshawar late in the night on I 

May; on the following morning detailed and authentic reports confirmed the story. | 

A council of war was held on the 13th at the residence of the Commander of the | 

Division, General Reed; it was attended by Brig. Sydney Cotton, who commanded 
the Peshawar Brigade, Herbert Edwardes,”' the Commissioner, John Nicholson, 

the Deputy-Commissioner of Peshawar, and Neville Chamberlain who had been 

called from Kohat by express message. Here it was decided that General Reed 

should assume the chief command and meet John Lawrence at Rawalpindi. 

The next resolution of the council was that a Movable Column should be | 

organized to operate in any part of the Panjab, where danger might threaten the 

British power. It was also resolved that the ferry at Attock should be secured and 

Hind-Pakistani Regiments isolated.”> Chamberlain was given the command of the 

'8  [bid., 1, 265-10: also see Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. Il. p. 31. 
‘9 *There was hardly one tribe that was not what is technically called in a state of blockade... All 

intercourse with Peshawar, all traffic with the city, all trading through the valley . . the very 

privilege of entering the valley... was forbidden ...” Cave-Browne, I, 139-40; also see pp. 

152-54. 

70 Kay and Malleson, II, 337. 
Edwardes was a bigoted Christian: “like many other Anglo-Indian officers of a past generation, 

he was a man of strong religious convictions. and an ardent, perhaps a rash, supporter of 

missionary effort.” Holmes, p. 318. 
The general impression of the British authorities was that the Sikhs as well as the Panjabi and 

Pathan Muslims had no sympathy with the Hindustani sepoys and would not make common 

cause with them. They had followed a policy of creating feelings of estrangement among the 

peoples of the various regions. “The Sikh” writes Cave-Browne, “despises the Hindostanee and 

the Mohammedan of the Punjab and Frontier disowns his degenerate (often uncircumcised) 

Poorbeah name-Sake,” See Vol. I, p. 146, n. 1. 

| 
| , 
, 
| 
: 

| 

: 
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Movable Column; to avoid complications he was raised to the rank of 
Brigadier-General. On 16 May Fdwardes was summoned by John Lawrence for 

consultation. When he returned to his post. five days later, he learnt that the danver 

had not actually subsided: on the contrary it was now gathering force and 

threatened Peshawar. ° 

Intercepted letters 
The sepoy letters intercepted by the Government had lett no doubt as to 

the widespread nature of the Revolutionary Movement. Amony these were episth 

from Thanesar, Patna. Swat and Sitanah, calling upon the sepoys to dec say 

themselves: besides these some had come trom Meerut, Delhi and other places in 
that area, in which appeals were made to them to join the Movement and act as 

their kinsmen had done on that side. A letter, more startling than all the rest. 
showed that the danger was far nearer than many could suspect. It was from the 
SIst N. L., and was addressed to the 64th at Shubkuddur. “This letter” it ran. “is 
sent from the Peshawar cantonment to the whole Herio regiment... may it reach 
the subahdar Bahadoor.” After some complimentary phrases it continued, *... on 
the 22nd day of this month the cartridges will be given to the Duberne. regiment. 
so do whatever seems to you proper ... all are discontented with this business. 
whether small or great. What more need be written ? Do as you think best.” A 
postscript added to it said: “In whatever way you can manage it, come into 
Peshawar on the 21st, inst. Thoroughly understand that point! In fact. eat “rere and 
here.’ This letter was delivered to a sepoy of the 64th on the ev ening of 18 May: 
he handed it over to the officer commanding his detachment. It is difficult to 
explain the motives of the sepoy in betraying his comrades 

Another document equally interesting fell into the hands of the 
Extra-Assistant Commissioner of Peshawar, Wakefield. on the following day. He 
found a faqir sitting under a tree near his house in circumstances which created a 
suspicion in his mind. He ordered him to be searched and found with him nothing 
except a small bag containing fifty new rupees. When interrogated the fugir said 
that he had collected them by begging in the Lines of the 24th N. I. Wakefield 
became more suspicious and ordered another search. A “small bag or *housewife’ 
was detected in the hollow of the armpit avowedly for the purpose of carrying 
antimony for the eyes.” It, however. had a Persian note, which read thus: “My 
beloved Moollah; Salam ! Salutation to you . . . this is the point, that instantly on 
receiving this; on the 2nd day of the festival of the Eed. you must —Yes. 

** It was evident that the capture of Peshawar by the Revolutionaries would endanger the British 
position in the entire area of the Punjab and north-west. 
Cave-Browne relates an interesting story of a Sikh who. on being asked by an officer why he 
was so anxious about Peshawar, rolled up the end of his scarf and said: “If Peshawar goes. the 

_ _ Whole Punjab will be rolled up in rebellion /ike this” Vol. 1, p. 153: also see Holmes, p. 323. 
The 64th N. I. ; 

‘The SIstN. I. 
4 

See Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. Il, 141-42; also quoted in Cave-Browne. |. 155-56. 
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must—come here; and if it be easy, bring a few pounds of fruits with you. Now is 
the time! Admit no fear into your heart. Such an opportunity will not occur again. 
Set out, I enjoin you.—{Signed) Fakeer Moollah Naeem.” The interpretation of the 
contents of the letter was easy enough; “a few pounds of fruit” mentioned in the 
note, according to Colonel Edwardes, meant the heads of English officers. 
However, the fagir was arrested and hanged.”* 

A letter from *Kuleefa Nathoo’ at Thanesar was addressed to friends in 
Swat. It said: **On all four sides there is disturbance, and on account of cartridges 
the whole of the native army as far as Lahore have become disaffected,””° 

The 55th N. I. and 51st N. I. 
These startling revelations clearly proved the existence of widespread 

plans of the Revolutionaries, and Edwardes and Nicholson had not to wait long to 
witness the outcome. On the nignt of 21 May, a messenger came in to tell them that 
some Campanies of the 55th N. I. had risen at Naushahrah.”’ The two officers went 
to Brigadier Cotton and roused him from sleep; he held a council and decided to 
disarm the Hind-Pakistani Regiments. Within an hour four Regiments were 
paraded and disarmed. This proved to be a wise step, for some of the local Chiefs : 
who had to witness the parade were now convinced that the British authorities 
could still assert their supremacy, and it was Row easy for them to raise levies.2° : 
After the disarming of the Regiments a Column was organized for being sentto | 
Hoti Mardan where the main body of the 55th was posted, but it held back because 
the authorities became nervous on account of the rumours that the 64 N. I. was 
about to advance on the city of Peshawar. On that night about two hundred fifty 
sepoys belonging to the SIst N. I. slipped away from the Lines in the hope of 
securing the sympathy and cooperation of the tribesmen. Edwardes immediately 
issued an order putting a price on every deserter. The result was that “the following 
morning saw many a wretched fugitive brought in alive, and the Affreedee and 
Mohmund whom he had trusted carrying off to his home the ‘head-money’, and all 
the spoil, sometimes no inconsiderable sum, that he found on the person of his 
luckless captive...” 

The British policy of corrupting the tribesmen by offering them “rewards” 

Cave-Browne, I, 156-57; Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. I, 143. 
Ibid. p. 143,n.2. > 
A detachment of the 55th N. I. was on duty at the Attock ferry, Fath Khan Khatak who was also 
posted there informed a British officer in the fort on the morning of 21 May, that the detachment 
of the 55th N. I. was in a ‘mutinous state’. The report proved to be too true. The “mutinous” 
detachment soon marched away towards Naushahrah. The Commanding Officer at Naushahrah 
had, however, been informed of this incident. He came out, met them at the Attock road and 
disarmed them. When the other Companies of the same Regiment saw their comrades as 
prisoners they also rose. Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. II, pp. 145-46. 
John Lawrence wrote to the Commissioner of Peshawar: “I look on the disarming of the four 
Corps at Peshawar as a master-stroke. . .” Quoted in Kaye and Malleson, II. p. 361. 
Cave-Browne, I, p. 162. 
The Subahdar-Major of the Regiment was hanged; he was the first Revolutionary at Peshawar to 
give his life in the cause of freedom. Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. Il, p. 149. 

Bopp 
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for the capture of the sepoys proved effective in creating antagonism and hatred 
between the different sections of the people of the subcontinent 

Mardan 
The men of the 55th N. 1. who had risen at Naushahrah liberated their 

comrades whom the officers had disarmed and imprisoned on their way from the 
Attock ferry. They wanted to go to Mardan-Hoti, but the bridve having been 
demolished by the enemy, they returned to their Lines: a couple of them. however 
managed to cross the stream and report the events of the day to their comrades al 
Mardan. Colonel Spottiswoode had implicit confidence in his men: he had written 
to Brig. Cotton not to send troops against them as he was ready “to stake his own 
life on their staunchness.”"’ This request was ignored and the Column prepared for 
the purpose left Peshawar on the night of 23 May. The Hind-Pakistani officers of 
the Regiment learnt on the following day that forces were already on their w ay to 
operate against them, they asked Spottiswoode to explain what this treachery 
meant; he could not satisfy them. It was too much for him, and he immediately 
committed suicide.*! 

The Column from Peshawar reached Mardan on the morning of 25 May: 
the 55th had by that time left the place, only 120 of them remaining there. 
Nicholson who accompanied the Column as Political Officer went out in pursuit of 
the party. The Revolutionaries, it may be mentioned, had been in contact with 
some people in Swat and the neighbouring hills.°? “The 55th”, to quote Nicholson 
himself, “fought determinately,” but they were forced to disperse in the 
neighbouring villages; 120 of them died resisting, 150 were taken captive and 
many were wounded in the course of a full day’s pursuit on 25 May. They were 
received with favour by the people of the Lund Khur valley, and about 600 
managed to enter Swat. 

Swat and the neighbouring areas 
Under the influence of their religious leader, Akhund Sahib, the people of 

Swat had accepted Sayyid Akbar Shah as their Ruler. He had died on 11 May; his 
son, Mubarak, had put forward his claims to the throne of his father. The majority 
of the people, however, were against him. It was about this time that the 
Revolutionary sepoys arrived in Swat. The young Prince Mubarak immediately 

* There were two hundred Sikhs in his Regiment. They offered to fight the rest of the sepoys if 
they were separated, but the Colonel's confidence in his men was so strong that he rejected the 
proposal. Kaye and Malleson, II, 364. 

3! Cave-Browne (Vol. I, p. 170, n. 2.) attributes Spottiswoode’s suicide to lack of moral courage 
on his part. Holmes (p. 326) refers to it as “insane generosity.” There are undoubtedly harsh 

ig judgment. 
It was discovered later that the emissaries of the Movement had been working in the 5Sth, the 
64th N. I, and 10th Irregular Cavalry as well as in Swat and the country around; “two 
Hindoostanee moulvies in the collectorate of Murdan were the hosts of the emissaries who 
passed to and fro. They both fled the night before the force came from Peshawar, but one was 
caught months afterwards and hanged.” Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. Il, 152. 
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took them into his service, but he had no money to maintain an army. The Akhund 

Sahib told them to leave the valley; they were provided with guides and asked to 

move to the other side of the Indus. This decision of Akhund Sahib about Swat’s 

attitude towards the Revolution was solely prompted by the local conditions which 

were uncertain. Otherwise, “had the Akhoond of Swat.” writes Edwardes in his 

official report, “at this time, standing forward as the champion of the faith, 

preached a crescentade against us, and hushing intestine strife, moved across the 

passes and descended into Peshawur Valley. with all the prestige of the 55th 

Sepoys in his favour, | do not doubt that he would have excited among our subjects 

that spirit of religious zeal which may be overlaid for a while, but never 

extinguished by material prosperity. Instead of this he suddenly sided with the 

popular party, dismissed the 55th Sepoys with guides to conduct them across the 

Indus and expelled the young King from Swat.” This is a correct assesment of the 

situation, and there can be no doubt that with the departure of the sepoys of the 

55th from Swat the course of the Revolution was changed in that region. 

After suffering great hardships the Revolutionary sepoys decided to go to 

Kashmir; their route lay through Hazara. On 23 June, Major Becher, the 

Deputy-Commissioner of that district, was informed of their movements by 

Muhammad Khan Malik of Butrul in Kounsh. He had enclosed with his notea 

letter from Jamal Khan, an influential member of the Jirgah of Ullye.“ asking for 

assistance and safe passage for 600 *Hindoostanee soldiers.” They had corssed the 

Indus on rafts of skins and halted by the side of the river near Jamal Khan’s village. 

Becher directed the Sayyids of Kaghan, the sons of Muzaffar Khan of Nundyar 

and some other leading persons, to collect their followers and secure the passes at 

the head of the Pakhli valley. On the following day (24 June) Becher left 

Abbotabad and reached Dodyal which was three miles from Shinkyari and 

controlled all the principal roads. Muhammad Amin Khan and Muzaffar Khan 

wanted to enter Ullye and fight the Revolutionaries. Becher did not allow them to 

do so, because they “had doubtless purposes of their own to serve”; in fact they 

were in communication with the party in Ullye opposed to Jamal Khan whose 

sympathies with the Revolutionaries were not a secret. On 27 June the 

Revolutionaries came to the village of: Raeshung™ on the Nundyar border; they 

turned back and on the following morning went to another village which belonged 

to Sayyid Ghulam ‘Ali Shah and Dilaram Shah. Becher succeeded in persuading 

the Sayyids to attack the Revolutionaries; in the contest Gkulam ‘Ali Shah’s son 

was wounded. This made the Sayyids and their murids more bitter against the 

ee ey ee 

3 
Mutiny Records. VIII. Pt. I. 160-61. 

“The independent district of Ullye. ... is about two days journey from our extreme possession of 

Kounsh:; between.them intervenes the independent district of Nundyar: all are held by Swatees 

of a common ancestry. and Kounsh is held in a jageer or fief by Mohamed Ameen Khan, Chief 

of Gurhee and head of the Swatees in Huzara.” Becher to Edwardes. 4 January 1858. Mutiny 

Records, VII, Pt. Il, p. 11S. 

Here one of their Jamadars made an appeal to his comrades to give up the idea of flight and lay 

down their lives fighting like soldiers. His appeai was not accepted: he took his musket and 

ended his life. /bid, p. 117. 

4 
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Revolutionaries who were now faced with miseries and hardships: “the knapsacks 
and bayonets and many of the muskets were cast down the rocks. and a large 
payment in silver could scarcely procure a seer of four.” 

Becher had succeded in thoroughly exciting the Sayyids of Kaghan 
against the Revolutionaries who had by this time (5 July) reached a place called 
Bela Sanpan. They were surrounded and charged by the Sayvids and. the 
Kuhistanis. In the fight that ensued some of the Revolutionaries were killed. but 
they ultimately succeeded in capturing the bridge and the village. [was about ty 
time that their further molestation was stopped by a m/la who had rece cd 
massage from the Akhund Sahib.” Becher now sent word to another chiet. Shy 
Ahmad Khan, who was a vassal of the Maharaja of Kashmir. On. |S July the 
Sayyids brougnt fifty-four Revolutionaries as captives: thirteen of them were taken 
to Shinkyari and hanged in the presence of the troops. [he mud/a who had stopped 
their molestation took them to Kote Gali: from here they went to a place called 
Nuri-Nar, near the Lalusar Lake. The Sayyids again attacked them: after a short 
resistance they surrendered, and of 124 men who were made captive all except a 
few were executed; ** 23 of these Revolutionaries fell into the hands of Maharaja 
Ranbir Singh of Kashmir. He did not like to lag behind the Sayvids of Kaghan in 
demonstrating his loyalty to the British. He surrendered them to the British, and 
like their comrades these were also executed.” 

On 26 May Nicholson learnt that Ajun Khan, “a noted outlaw” descended 
from the hills and came down to Prangar; it was belived that he had been invited by 
a detachment of the 64th stationed in the fort of Abazyi. If he had been joined by 
the Revolutionary sepoys of the 55th and “boldly come down to Abazyi and got 
the fort betrayed to him by the garrison the whole frontier would have been ina 
flame.” But the force under Colonel Chute and Nicholson had been considerably 
reinforced, and they were now in a position to move against Ajun Khan. The 
successful disarming of the foress at Peshawar had left an impression on the people 
that the British were still capable of sustaining themselves. Ajun Khan, therefore, 
decided not to risk an engagement with them. He soon w ithdrew into the hills.” 

Peshawar versus Delhi controversy 
The defeat of the Revolutionaries in different parts of the Panjab and the 

North-west proved of immense advantage to the British. For them the enly means 
of educating public opinion were personal contacts and postal correspondance: 
both were rendered ineffective by the Company’s Government. Besides this the 

°° Mutiny Records, VII. Pt. I, p. 118, 
7 Ibid., p. 119. 
*8 The treacherous conduct of the Sayyids was not appreciated even by the people of the area. 

Sayyid ‘Abd al-Jabbar Shah in his work, Kitab al-'Ibrat has quoted a local song expressing a 
condemnation of the treachery. For the song and its Urdu translation see Mihr, Ghulam Rasul, 
1857, (Lahore, 1957), p. 332. 
Mutiny Records, Vol. VIII, Pt. Il, p. 120. 
Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. Il. p. 152-53. 
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British authorities had excited communal and regional prejudices of the people by 
painting the struggle for freedom as a mutiny of the “Hindustanis” who formed the 
bulk of the men in the Bengal Army. To win the sympathy of the Sikhs it was 
enough to point out that the leader of the Movement was a Muslim Monarch. The 
Panjab Chiefs, to quote Holme’s comments, “remembering the tyranny of the | 
Khalsa army, had no desire for the success of a revolt which threatened to place 
them at the mercy of an insolent soldiery. Even if there had been a general spirit of 
disaffection, it would have been weakened by the national antipathy between Sikh | 
and Mohamedan.”™! 

John Lawrence, Chief Commissioner of the Panjab, had early realized that 
the recovery of Delhi, was indespensable for the very existence of British rule in 
India. In the Panjab and Frontier region conditions were not alarming, but in Delhi 

and other parts of the subcontinent the situation was every day growing more 
delicate. Lawrence, therefore, decided to send all possible help to the armies 
besieging the capital of Bahadur Shah. As early as 9 June he wrote to Edwardes 
that “day after day, more and more regiments fall away,” and it was, therefore, 
necessary to calmly consider the consequences of the permanent loss of Delhi. He 
thought that if an attempt was made “to hold the whole country, we shall be cut up 

in detail”. To save Delhi, he proposed, ‘we could easily retire from Peshawar early 
in the day,” because “at the eleventh hour, it would be difficult, perhaps | 
impossible.” His plan was to hand over Peshawar to Dost Muhammad and thereby 
‘“‘make a merit of our necessities.” When the friendship of the Afghans is thus | 
secured “we could . , . hold Attock in strength, and have the Indus for our barrier.” 
Edwardes did not agree with this proposal. Peshawar, he thought, was the “anchor 

of the Punjab,” and should not be abandoned under any circumstances. The idea of 
purchasing Dost Muhammad’s friendship by ceding Peshawar appeared to him to 
be ridiculous because the surrender of the territory would be interpreted as the end 
of British dominion in the subcontinent, and he laid emphasis on this point by 
reminding Lawrence that “Caubul would come again.’”” 

In the meantime, however, Lawrence had written to the Governor-General 
for a verdict on what has sometimes been called the Peshawar versus Delhi 
controversy. * The correspondence between Lawrence and the Peshawar 
authorities dragged on, both parties remaining firm in their views. To Lawrence’s 
arguments in favour of sending ever more reinforcements to Delhi and thereby — 

weakening the British position in the Panjab, Cotton replied in these words: “If | 
General Reed cannot take Delhi with eight thousand men, he will not take it with 

4) 

42 

43 

Holmes, p. 311. 
Bosworth Smith, II, 49-52. 
In a letter dated 21st July, John Lawrence wrote to his brother: “I have proposed to the | 

Governor-General that, in the event of necessity, | may give up Peshawar and Kohat; this would 
give us 3000 European Infantry 3200 Panjabee Infantry, some few cavalry, and 3 odd guns. 

With such adition we might take Delhi.” See /ntelligence Records, |. 435. 
It may be mentioned that this letter was written nearly 3 weeks after Henry Lawrence had been 
killed at Lucknow. 

es 
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nine thousand or ten thousand... Make sure of one praticable policy. Hf General Reed, with all the men you have sent him, cannot get into Delhi. fer Delfi gia 
Lawrence did not agree with this view: he continued sending reinforcements to the 
besiegers of Delhi. On 24 July he again wrote to Canning saying rather 
emphatically that “the Punjab will prove short work to the mutineers when the 
Delhi army is destroyed.” Before this letter was receiv ed by ( anning. he had viven 
a verdict against Lawrence.** The Governor-General thought that such a proposal from the Chief Commissioner was perhaps the result of his failing health and a 
nervous tension.*° However, throughout the earlier weeks of the War. | UWICHCC 
continued sending reinforcements to the Delhi Field Force 

The Movable Column: Lahore, 3 June 
On receiving reports of the outbreak the authorities at Peshawar had decided to form a Movable Column which could go to any place where it was 

needed.”” As the formation of the Column needed some time the Guides Corps 
stationed at Mardan was ordered to proceed to Delhi: they reached their 
destination on 9 June 1857. The Column commanded by Chamberlain reached 
Lahore on 3 June. Here, six days later, they witnessed the public execution of two 
sepoys of the 35th Light Infantry who were “charged with using seditious language, and endeavouring to instigate their comrades to open mutiny.” The Column reached Amritsar on the 10th. 

Jullunder 

The departure of the Column from Lahore had been hastened owing to disturbing news from Jullunder. Its Deputy Commissioner, Captain Farrington, 
had taken precautionary measures to keep the town quiet, but the aspect of affairs 
in the cantonments was not quite satisfactory. There had been several cases of fires; the merchants and shop-keepers of the Sadr Bazaar had started remov ing their property to the city. A foolish step taken by the authorities excited the sepoys: 
they had been assured that “so long as they remained quiet. not a hair of their heads 
should be touched,” and yet under orders from Lawrence the treasure “had been | rescued from the sepoy guard.” Subsequently it was divided into two parts, each _ being placed in the Custody of a separate guard; the sepoys could easily see the humiliation to which they were thus subjected. Spies brought reports of secret | nightly meetings, and fires were also revived: a more definite indication was | provided by a writing in charcoal on a wall at the Paymaster’s office. Three { persons who were known favourites of the British officers were mentioned as men 

Ms. Correspondance quoted in Holmes, p. 356. 45 ; i Ibid. 
1 As late as 1878, this proposal of Lawrence was being criticized in his country. On 9 December. Lord Cranbrook, speaking on the Second Afghan War referred to it in these words:” . , , the retiring modesty which a noble lord exhibited on a former occasion, having wished England to retire behind the Indus”. John Lawrence replied in his speech the same evening that he was still Prepared to defend his policy if challenged to do so, Bosworth Smith. Il, 47-48, 67. The suggestion for a Movable Column was made by Nicholson: Edwardes and Cotton readily agreed with the proposal. See Cave-Browne I. 142. 144. 
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of bad character; inquiries were made but with no results. The authorities were 

alarmed and decided upon disarming the sepoys on the morning of 6 June; in the 

afternoon the plan was dropped. It was again decided to disarm them on Sunday 

morning (7 June), but it was again put off. The sepoys could easily read the 

nervousness of their officers: the same night they rose at about 11 p.m. Some of 

the officers were attacked, and the treasure chests were plundered. Soon after - 

midnight the sepoys assembled on the main road, and then they broke up into two 

detachments; the larger party made for Phillaur while the smaller one took the road 

to Hoshiarpur. A force was sent in pursuit of the larger detachment, but it was 

delayed on the way. The Revolutionary sepoys were joined by the 3rd N. I. and 

proceeded towards the bridge which they wanted to cross on their way to 

Ludhiana. The bridge was found to have been cut away by the orders of a civilian, 

Thornton.”® 
, 

Determined to continue their march to Ludhiana the Revolutionaries 

decided to cross the river at a ferry known as Lussara Ghat, about four miles from 

the bridge. Ricketts, Deputy Commissioner of Ludhiana, had the town with three 

Companies of the 4th Sikhs, commanded by Lieutenant G. A. Williams, a force of 

Nabha’s men and two guns with the object of stopping the Revolutionaries from 

crossing the river. He went to Phillaur and zrossed the river in a Government ferry 

boat: he was told that the sepoys were seen pushing upwards to one of the ferries. 

He, therefore, recrossed the stream and taking Williams and his men moved 

upwards to Lussara Ghat, where he reached at ten o’clock in the night. As they 

were pushing on in the sandy bed of the river they were challenged. In reply they — 

unlimbered the guns, but the horses dragging one of them took fright and fled; “at 

the first volley the Nabha rajah’s cavalry and infantry bolted away,” and the men 

of the 4th Sikhs had to fight out the battle alone against the bulk of the 

Revolutionary sepoys who had crossed the ferry. Rickets was handling the 9 

pounder which worked effectively, while Williams was directing his Sikh soldiers. 

The Revolutionaries fought with firmness and determination, and after two hours’ 

struggle the British forces found their pressure to be too heavy. Suddenly the 

clouds covering the moon moved away; the Revolutionaries saw the enemy’s | 

ranks and “poured in a murderous volley, to which the gallant Sikhs could reply 

but feebly.” Williams was wounded and fell; he was taken to the rear and then sent 

to Ludhiana. The struggle was now over; for Rickets there was no course left but to 

make a retreat, which of course he did.” 

: 

( 

Ludhiana 
The Revolutionaries triumphantly marched forward and captured 

Ludhiana on the forenoon of 9 June. It was a city of mixed population and had a 

regular colony of the Kabulis—descendants of Shah Zaman and Shah Shuja‘ anda 

48 Thornton had come to Phillaur from Ludhiana to pay the troops of the 3rd N. I. On seeing the 

sepoys moving towards the bridge, he rushed to the spot, crossed the bridge and had it cut away: 

See Mutiny Records, VIII, Part 1, 102. 

Cave-Browne, 1, 254-60; Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. I. 104. Kaye and Malleson, II, 379-80. 
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large number of their dependents and retainers: these princes were known as 
Shahzadahs. One of these Shahzadahs. who had jomned the Revolution. had taken 
along with him some of his kinsmen to Delhi with @ View to participate im ats 
defence, but unfortunately he had died ot fativue.”’ Safdar Jang. “another Sudozve 
prisoner” distinguished himself by actiy ely joining the struggle for independence 
He was influenced by the preachings of a mawaws who “was Indefativable in 
exciting the Mussulman population, causing seditious meetines and eivine so 
much trouble that | was obliged to request your permission to expel him tora time 
from the city"! The Kashmiri shun lworkers who had settled in Ludhiana al 
joined the Revolution, but their activities remained confined to burning and plundering the Government stores and offices and supplying information to the 
Sepoys about their main supporters: a number of these artisans w ere executed for their participation in the Movement.” 

The entire Muslim population of Ludhiana. particularly the Sayyids and the Gujars, had been prepared for a jihad by a manvlawi: “he had twice roused.” wrote Ricketts, “the whole of the Mahomedan population to the verge of an outbreak: his influence extended to all classes.” | le Was respected throughout the district. At one time he had also worked in collaboration with the Akhund of Swat. 

Thus the citizens of Ludhiana were ready to receive the Revolutionaries when they came there after their \ ictory over Ricketts in the battle of the Lussarah Ghat. Here they were joined by the mawlawi: “he collected all his disciples, hoisted the green ensign of his faith, and led them to Delhi” They did not take the Grand Trunk Road, and by-passed Ambala. The British sent a force from there to intercept them, but it could not meet them, and they managed to reach Delhi. in time to take an active part in the important battle of 23 June. “... The Hindu portion of the population, the principal chowdries. traders, and the banking community, . . - quietly shut themselves up with their money bags in places of safety and concealment, and allowed matters to take their course." A few days after their departure the | st Punjab Irregulars came to Ludhiana and it was with their help that Ricketts brought its people under his control; he “mercilessly executed all who had _ been found guilty of violent crimes, disarmed the city population . . . and imposed a heavy fine upon them.” 

a Among the Kabuli Shahzddahs, Hasan Khan, was with the British Government and actively fought on their side: Salih Muhammad also remained loyal. Another. Sikandar by name, is Stated to have given protection in his dwelling to “the Christian children supported and educated by the American mission”. Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. |. pp. 92-93. 
*! G.H. M. Ricketts to G. C. Barnes, dated 22 February. 1858. See Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. 1. 92. . Ibid., p. 94. 

Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. |, p. 94. 
Ibid. p. 95. 
S Ibid. 
© Ibid. 
57 

Holmes, p. 332: “None suffered eventually from the riot,” says the Panjab Nfutiny Report, “except the rioters themselves, and the city which harboured them. 22 of the plunderers were 
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Kulu 
Kulu, a small hill principality near Kangra, was ruled by a Rajput family. 

On the death of its chief in the twenties of the nineteenth century the claim of his 

son was contested by his uncle. In a battle fought between them the uncle, Kishan 

Singh, was defeated and captured; subsequently he died in the prison. His 

supporters produced a child, Partab Singh, as his son.”* Partab grew to be an active 

trooper and took part in the Sikh War of 1845-46. He was supposed to have been 

killed in the War, and, therefore, a pension was given to his widow. Ten years 

later, in 1855, a fagir appeared in the village of Tirmali and gave himself out as 

Partab Singh; he was recognized by his “wife” although not without some 

hesitation on her part. He was thus able to gather around him a small retinue and 

live like a chief. On the outbreak of the Revolution he was tempted to assert his 

position. He sent letters and emissaries to the people of the neighbouring villages 

with a message that he should be accepted as their leader and the authority of the 

British Government be thrown off. Some of his letters, however, fell into the hands 

of the Assistant-Commissioner: he was taken prisoner and hanged with five of his | 

chief supporters. He was believed by some officers to have been made a tool by the | 

workers of the Movement. “It may perhaps be a question.” says Cave-Browne, 

“whether this man originated this conspiracy, or was not rather the tool of others, 

who remained concealed behind the dignity of their position, and put him forth as 

the firebrand to kindle the flames of sedition throughout the country, ready | 

themselves to step in and reap the fruits of the intrigue.” 

(11) 
THE PANJAB, FRONTIER AND SIND REGION 

Rawalpindi 
By the end of June 1857, the British authorities in the Panjab were making 

official arinouncements to the effect that the Province was “perfectly quiet”. This, 

however, was not the full truth; it was true that no fresh reports of violence were 

coming from the districts, but nothing could have been more misleading than to 

believe that the several Hind-Pakistani Regiments stationed” at different places 

would not rise whenever they found an opportunity to do so. Of all these 

Regiments the 14th N. I. posted at Jnelum was looked upon with great suspicion. 

hanged the next day, and the city was fined Rs. 55,294”, para. 31. 

When Kishan Singh was in prison it was notified that his wife had given birth to a boy; “but 

instead of rejoicing like a worthy Rajpoot at the birth of a son, he repudiated the unexpected 

honour, saying that it was no child of his.” See Cave-Browne, I, 306. 

Cave-Browne, I, 308; also see Punjab Mutiny Report, para 53. 

The following Regiments had not been disarmed: the 58th N. I. (Rawalpindi); the 14th N. I. 

(Jhelum); the 46th N.I. and a wing of the 9th Light Cavalry (Sialkot); the 59th N. I. (Amritsar); 

the 4th N. I. (Kangra and Nurpur); the 2nd Irregular Cavalry (Gurdaspur). 

Iss 

Marfat.com 



1857 in the Punjab, Frontier and the Sind Region 709 

Lawrence, therefore, decided to weaken it by calling a detachment of two of its 
Companies on the pretext that they would escort treasure to Rawalpindi. To the 
west of the district flowed the mighty Indus which separated it from Peshawar as 
Well as parts of the tribal territory. It was a well-known fact that the people of 
Sitanah and Mangalthanah were in contact with the Nawabs of Tonk and Jhajjar, 
and some influential persons in the North-Western) Provinces The local 
authorities, had, therefore, taken precautionary steps against possible danvers. particularly in respect of guarding the ferries on the Indus and the Jhelum in this 
work they had enlisted the support of a number of the landlords 

Nevertheless, the officers were constantly in a state of fear Kanhayya Lal 
says on the authority of a personal letter that on 4 June a sepoy of the S8th No 1. was 
stated to have told the people that he still had ten bullets Which he would use when 
he would be required to do so. This created a panic, the writer continues, and a 
number of families left their houses to take refuge in the barracks. The sepoy was 
later arrested.” However, the situation soon became so threatening that it was 
decided to disarm two Companies of the 14th N. |. and the S8th N. Lb: 7 June. was 
fixed for carrying this out. A parade was called for that day early in the morning, 
avowedly for the proclamation of an order that the heirs of soldiers killed in action 
would be given pensions. At the parade an order to this effect was read. The 
Brigadier then gave word that the Infantry and Artillery were to wheel to the left 
The sepoys now realized that they had been deceived: they immediately rushed to 
their Lines. Their officers edeavoured to persuade them to lay down their arms. 
The 58th complied with their demand, but the Companies of the 14th fled towards 
the city. Some of them escaped but a price having been set on them “the nent 
morning their heads were brought in by the villagers." 

Jhelum and Murree: symptoms of unrest 
It was arranged that the sepoy Companies at Jhelum should be disarmed || simultaneously with those at Rawalpindi. As at some other important stations, ' | symptoms of unrest were becoming evident in this area also. In his report the i Commissioner of the division, Edward Thornton, admits that “great interest was exhibited” by the people in the Revolution and reports of occurences elsewhere, but they remained observant and professed loyalty, obviously waiting for a |) suitable moment. Among certain sections, however, a feeling of unrest existed and Vit was generally believed that something would happen. Edward Thornton says ‘that a thoroughly reliable person whose loyalty was unquestionable, “communicated to me in confidence his great distress at the calamity, as his belief was we could not succeed.” He was so much convinced of the coming of the Revolution that he had not only “removed his family to a place of special shelter,” but “his conduct as respected several parties who were likely to take the lead at a 

Mutiny Records, VII\, Pt. I, p. 364. 
For details see Kanhayya Lai, op. cit, pp. 221-22. 
Cave-Browne, II, 52. 
Edward Thornton to R. Montgomery, 23 February, 1858. Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. 1, p. 315. 
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season of disorganization seemed to be regulated by a wish to establish claims to 

their consideration in the time of need.” 

From Murree also reports had been received about the violation of rules 

relating to fires in the neighbouring forests. In view of the threatening situation the 

Assitant-Commissioner was instructed not to punish the offenders, but to affect to 

believe that the tracts burnt did not have useful wood and were, therefor, exempt 

from the restrictions laid down by the Government. Even in cases about which it 

was impossible for him to appear ignorant, “he had better do no more than send for 

the headmen and remind them of the rules and enjoin carefulness;......” Another 

indication was provided by the unruly behaviour of the people of a village called 

Kakira Kuhuttee, The situation was, however, brought under control by the 

detention of its landlords, Faqir Khan and Muhammad Khan, as hostages, in 

Murree. An attempt to seize the headman of Kakira Kuhuttee did not succeed and 

was given up as inexpedient. Besides these indirect indications, a definite case was 

detected on | July; a Jamadar in Chakwal was found “plotting” against the 

Tahsildar and spreading reports of the restoration of Bahadur Shah. He was 

arrested and convicted. 

The rising at Jhelum ba 

The arrangements for disarming the sepoys in Jhelum were kept secret to 

the last moment, because the authorities had a fairly clear idea of the uncertain 

conditions in that area. Colonel Ellice, Commander of the 24th Queens, who was 

given sealed orders, reached Dinah on 6 July. In the night all the troops who were 

to be employed in disarming the I4th N. I. and the 39th N. L entered the 

cantonments and took positions. A Sikh detachment of about 100 men had been 

separated from the 14th and was standing apart. As the Europeans advanced 

forward, the sepoys took alarm and began loading. Their officer and Sikh 

comrades fled towards the Europeans as soon as they started firing. The sepoys 

now returned to the Lines, making the brick building of the quarter-guard their 

advanced defence. The Multani Horse were ordered to charge; but the sepoys had 

taken shelter in the verandah and on the battlemented roof of the quarter-guard and 

in their own huts.” In a short contest; lasting ten minutes, of the two hundred and 

forty attackers nine had fallen and twenty-eight were wounded. The Infantry and 

the Artillery now came to their help. The sepoys resisted the pressure, but were 

ultimately forced to make for the Lines of the 39th. They could not stay here for” 

long, because the Regimental Magazine was blown up. They moved to the village 

of Saemlee; here they could get a respite, because the British soldiers spent some 

time in doing justice to the abundant stores in the mess house of the 39th.” About 

5 p.m. in the afternoon fighting recommenced. The Artillery being in the front and 

65 
Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. 1, 318-19. 

The huts were loop-holed, which shows that they were prepared for this eventuality. J 

“The men of H. M. 24th . .. unfortunately. finding out the 39th N. I. mess-house and Major | 

Knatchbull’s far-famed stores, they helped themselves. perhaps too freely: so that for atime all 

order was lost.” Cave-Browne, II. 55. 

67 
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rather near the village the sepoys could “pick off the gunners with fatal precision,” 
while the grape shot from the side of the attackers spent itself on the mud walls of 
village houses. As the men and horses were falling fast and ammunition cunnine 
short, orders were given for a retreat. The Revolutionaries came out of the villave 
made a sally and captured the howitzer which their enemy had lett behind at the 
time of his retreat. It was now dark and the British gave up the idea of any further 
attempt to seize the village. The news of the defeat was telegraphed to Ra alpindi, 
from where reinforcements were despatched immediately. On the following 
morning, however, it was discovered that the Revolutionaries had evacuated th 
village. They wanted to cross the river but the bridge of boats and ferries were 
under the control of the landlords who were in sympathy with their enemy. They 
tried to disperse indifferent directions in private boats which were in the riv er, but 
in this attempt many of them were captured and executed. The Ith NL was thus 
destroyed, but the losses suffered by the British were not inconsiderable. In a 
single day forty-four officers and men were killed and one hundred and nine 
wounded.”* 

Sialkot 

Sialkot played a significant role in the Revolution. On receiy ing the news 
of the outbreak of the Revolution the Deputy Commissioner had. as a 
precautionary step, written to an American missionary on 14 May: “Please 
suspend your preaching for a season—especially do not allow your native 
preachers to go about.” These measures of the local officers however proved 
ineffective and could not stop the activities of the workers of the Movement The 
66th N. I. posted there pledged itself to Joining the Revolutionary forces months 
before its outbreak. Colonel Farquharson was later informed by a sepoy who had 
saved his life that “the names of the 35th N. I. and the 46th N. I. were down in the 
King of Delhi's book as pledged to join in the mutiny so long ago as last 
January”.” A ‘seditious’ letter had been seized as early as February in the 
musketry depot.’' A reminder to the pledge given by the sepoys and instructions to 
rise were communicated to the people concerned through an Imperial shuggah. 
The bearer of this letter passed through the village of Tulwundee, a day before the 
outbreak of the Revolution in Sialkot. “An officer of the 46th N. L.” writes 
Cave-Browne, “on galloping down the lines, met his pay-havaldar, and asked him 
what the disturbance all meant; the havaldar replied that four troopers of the 9th 
Cavalry had just been through the lines and said that ‘the chhuppa (printed letter or 
circular) had come, and’ added the havaldar, ‘What can we do?’” This is 
corroborated by Hakim Ahsan-Allah Khan in his evidence at Bahadur Shah’s trial. 

a Cave-Browne, II, pp. 52-58: also see Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. Il, pp. 245-46, Kaye and Malleson, 11,469-471. 
: See Rich, Captain Gregory, The Mutiny in Sialkot (Sialkot, 1924). p. 8. 

Cave-Browne, II, 60n. 
"Ibid, p. 69,n 2. 

Cave-Browne, II. 60 n. 
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He says that a petition was sent by the Revolutionaries of Sialkot to the Emperor 

requesting him to allow them to proceed to Delhi; “a reply was ordered to be 

sent.” The truth however is that “for weeks the outburst had been expected, and 

every English inhabitant of Sialkot had thought painfully over the coming crisis, 

and had calculated the best means of escape.””* The sepoys in Sialkot were thus 

ready to rise, and, it was for this reason that on receiving reports of the successful 

defiance of authority by the 14th N. I. at Jhelum they became excited and rose 

immediately. It is significant that the domestic servants of the European officers in 

Sialkot were loyal not to their employers but to the cause of the Revolution.” 

On the night of 8 July the troopers of the 9th Cavalry took necessary steps 

and established pickets on the main roads. It was still dark when the officers were 

roused from their sleep by the uproar of the rising and learnt that the crisis had 

come. A loyal trooper rushed to the house of his officer, Captain Balmain, and 

informed him of the rising; the latter roused Brigadier Brind and went to the Lines 

in the hope of keeping his men, under control, which, he did not realize, had now 

become impossible. The officers tried to make for the fort. They were pursued, 

“and a ball from the pistol of a mounted trooper entered the broad back of the 

Brigadier, and he was carried to the fort only to die.””° On the parade ground of the 

46th some of the sepoys were more considerete; they told their officers to leave the _ 

place immediately, who, no other road being open, fled towards Gujranwala. 

Doctor Graham, the Superintending Engineer, was driving in a buggy towards the 

fort. He was shot in the carriage, but his daughter, who accompanied him, was 

allowed to take shelter in a garden: from here a trooper took her to the Cavalry 

quarterguard where she found Colonel and Mrs. Campbell. A few other Europeans 

also were attacked, but several succeeded in reaching the fort, the Deputy 

Commissioner, Monckton, and his Assistant, McMahon, being among them. A 

missionary, J. Hunter, and his wife were seized and killed by some chaprasis near 

the jail.’’ The Revolutionaries had in the meantime broken the jail and released the 

convicts; the kutchery was burnt to ashes and the houses of the 

Deputy-Commissioner and other officers were plundered. It may be mentioned, 

however, that not one of the five churches, for which Sialkot was famous, was 

damaged. The Revolutionary troops, joined in numbers by the people, now took 

the road to Hoshiarpur, hoping to meet the men of the 15th N. I. who, they 

Trial, p. 272: Ahsan-Allah Khan puts this correspondence “two months and upwards” after the 

outbreak in May; it appears that he has miscalculated the time. 

Actually, on the evening of 8 July, “a messenger had come from Delhi, bringing a summons 

from the King commanding them to join the Royal Army.” Cf Kaye and Malleson, II, p. 471. 

Cf Kaye and Malleson, II, 472. 

As an illustration the case of the cook of Brigadier Brind is quoted: he was supposed to have 

removed the caps of his master’s pistol in the night. Sec Cave-Browne, II, p. 68n; also see Rich, 

op. cit., p. 38. 
Kaye and Malleson, II, 473. 
Cave-Browne, II, 65 and note. Subsequently a Resaldar and a Subahdar of police were hanged 

for not saving them. It has been stated that the Hunters were killed by a mob led by Hurmat, the 

leader of the Revolutionaries at Sialkot. See Rich, pp. 24-25. 
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believed, had escaped from Jhelum. No sooner had they left Sialkot than the 
Gujars living in the neighbouring villages rushed to the cantonments and “flocked 
in like vultures to the prey”; they demolished the buildings and plundered the 
property they could lay hands upon. * 

No time was lost in sending the reports of the rising at Sialkot to Lahore. 
Kangra, Ferozepur and Amritsar. On 9 July, Nicholson. who had brouvht the 
Movable Column to Amritsar four days earlier, succeeded in disarminy the SOth N 
I. Next day (10 July) a messenger from Lahore brought the report of the outbreak 
at Sialkot; almost simultaneously came the direet message sent front there askine 
Nicholson to take the Column to Gurdaspur and disarm the 2nd Irregulars. By nine 
o'clock the Column was in motion; eighteen hours later it entered Gurdaspur 
The Revolutionaries were still on the banks of the Ravi, about eight miles from 
Gurdaspur, and they could never have expected to find the Column there. An 
unfortunate incident placed them under a further handicap. Iwo men of the 46th 
had come to the camp in the crowd of villagers who had brought milk, eves and 
vegetables. They were arrested and confessed that they were emissaries and had 
come to raise the 2nd Irregulars.” Had these men succeeded in carrying back the 
report that the Column had arrived there the Revolutionaries would have certainly 
changed their strategy, but, as things stood, they remained ignorant of Nicholson's 
movements. When they reached the Trimmu Ghat they found that the boats had 
been scuttled by the district authorities of Gurdaspur: nevertheless, they crossed 
the Ravi on the morning of 12 July wading through the water up to their throats.”! 
The same day early in the afternoon Nicholson arrived within a mile of the river 
bank: he could see the Revolutionaries actually crossing the river. 

Battle of Trimmu Ghat 
The Revolutionaries gave the enemy no time, and. to quote Colonel 

Bourchier, who participated in the action, “scarcely had the artillery crossed the 
bridge, and were forming on the opposite side, screened by the Punjab levies, than 
down came the 9th Cavalry on their flanks (before the 52nd could form to receive 
them), gnashing their teeth, and worked up to the utmost with intoxicating drugs: 
they cut right and left at the gunners and drivers.*” Away scampered the mounted 
levies back to Goordaspore; the enemy pushed out their skirmishers to within fifty 
yards of the guns, and a tremendous volley from the whole line, delivered as 

78 Cave-Browne, Il, 68-69. 
7 — The official report says that the district officers of Lahore and Amritsar “were ordered to seize 

every ekka, bylee, and pony that was to be seen, and to despatch them under police guards to 
General Nicholson’s camp at Amritsar on urgent public service. These vehicles on their arrival 
there were promptly loaded with British soldiers, and the force started at dusk for Gurdaspur, 
which is at a distance of forty-four miles from Amritsar, reaching it at 3 p. m. of July 11.” 
Quoted in Kaye and Malleson, II, 480 n. 

ss Cave-Browne, II. 74275 and notes: Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. 1. pp 295-96. 
Z Report of the Deputy-Commissioner of Gurdaspur in Mutiny Records VIII, Pt. |. p. 296. 

In his official report Nicholson says that he did not oppose their passage across the river because 
they “‘might break away southwards, and so escape me.” Quoted in Cave-Browne, II, p; 322. 
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simultaneously as if on parade at Sialkote, made things look very ugly”. But 

against heavy odds“ and superior equipment the Revolutionaries could not carry 

their successful charge to its logical end; they had not come prepared for a full 

scale battle against the Movable Column. They were forced to make a retreat and 

decided to recross the river. Here, however, they met with a calamity which they 

had not anticipated in the least. The river at this place is divided into two channels 

with an island between them. The southern channel was deep with a strong current, 

and they knew it; but the other one, which was shallow and fordable, when they 

had waded through it, had by now risen and become absolutely unfordable. Having 

been thus entrapped they made what little preparations they could to meet the 

attack of the enemy, which they knew was almost certain: they ran up a breast 

work close to the edge of the water and placed an old gun behind it; an attempt was 

also made to fortify the walls of a small village which was situated on the northern 

end of the Island.” 

Nicholson, on the other hand, had both time and equipment to prepare 

himself for a decisive attack on the entrapped contingent of the Revolutionaries. 

He took three full days to get ready. and it was not before the morning of 16 July 

that the British guns were brought down to the bank of the river; they were 

immediately put into action. This was, however, to draw off the attention of the 

Revolutionaries from the movements of the Infantry which could thus proceed 

unobserved to the southern end of the island. They took positions and 

reconnoitered the ground which was covered with thick brushwood. Without any 

loss of time the skirmishers marched forward and pushed back the pickets of the 

Revolutionaries. “It was now helter-skelter”, wrote an eyewitness in the Lahore 

Chronicle, “they ran to the head of the island, were followed up by our fellows, 

and took to the water; many of them must have been drowned; numbers were like 

mud-larks on sand-banks and small islands,...There is deep water on the other side, 

and the villagers are up.,......°° Many were drowned when trying to escape; some 

were caught by the police. About a hundred managed to escape into Kashmir but 

under pressure from Lawrence the Maharaja expelled them from his State. They 

wandered in the hills for some time and wanted to go to Awadh, but in August 

1858 they were captured by the Deputy-Commissioner of Kulu in Kangra 

Valley.®’ “In short,” wrote the latter, “few could altogether have escaped; many 

were executed at Goordaspore; at Shuckurgurh. | presided at the disposal of 

several camp followers; innumerable ware flogged, deprived of their ill-gotten 

gain, and sent baek to the place from which they came there to receive the 

punishment that awaited them for any act of violence or crime.”** 

As a result of the message sent after the outbreak at Sialkot the 10th Light 

83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 

Bourchier’s Eight Months Campaign, quoted in Cave-Browne, II, p, 76. 

See Nicholson’s official report quoted in Cave-Browne, II, p. 323, para 14. 

According to Nicholson there were only 300 Revolutionaries on the island. 

The Lahore Chronicle, quoted in Cave-Browne, II, p. 79. 

Cave-Browne, II, p. 80 n. 
Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. 1, p. 297. 

Marfat.com 



1857 in the Punjab, Frontier and the Sind Region FS 

Cavalry was disarmed and dismounted at Ferozepur on || July and the two wines 
of the 4th N. 1. at Kangra and Nurpur.” Soon atter this. the emissaries of the 
Revolutionary Movement began to work among the men of the L0th Cavalry. “In 
the meanwhile,” says Cave-Browne, “emissaries from Delhi had been among 
them; in spite of the strictist espionage, letters breathing sedition would tind their 
way into the lines, then two of the Irregular Cavalry corps. sent back from Delhi 
under a cloud, passed through a wing of the 17th Irregular cavalry. bound for Leia. 
under captain P. R. Hockin. who had dropped seventeen suspicious characters 
en-passamt, to be taken care of in the Ferozepore jail” On 19 August the men of 
10th Cavalry rose and after minor triumphs they managed to leave for Dell 

Tribal Area 

By the end of June the Revolutionary Movement had entered the region 
generally known as the tribal area. To the south-west of Peshawar stood a fort 
named after a British officer, Colonel Mackeson, who had been murdered in 
September, 1853. Some men of the 24th N. 1. stationed here had contacts with the 
Bussee Khail Afridis in the hilly tracts hard by. When Edwardes. Commissioner of 
Peshawar, came to know of these developments he persuaded the tribesmen to ask 
the men of the 24th N. |. to give them in writing that the fort would be 
surrendered.” The Afridis obtained this promise in writing and gave it to 
Edwardes. On the night of 6 July. the British forces marched out of Peshawar. 
reaching the fort before daybreak. The sepoys were surprised: they were ordered to 
come out of the fort and lay down their arms: this was considered to be a great 
achievement. “Edwardes deserves great credit.” wrote a correspondent in a letter 
to The Times, “for this peaceful termination of his expedition; for know ing the fort, 
he had taken the precaution of seizing the keep. the fort itself hay ing no gates.” 

Another incident pertaining to this area may be mentioned. On 9 July 
Malik Siraj al-Din, leader of the Sipah tribe, and a powerful chief in the Khyber, 
sent a letter to the sawars of the 18th Irregular Cavalry offering “an asylum in the 
writer's hills to any ‘black-men’ either of the Cavalry or Infantry. who chose to 
mutiny and come to him. . .” The letter hinted that the writer had the authority of, 
Kabul for this invitation. It was taken by some of the scavars to their officer. When 
the Malik was asked if the letter was genuine he acknowledged it and said: “If the 
black-men had come he meant to give them up.” After this incident the Malik 
remained loyal to the British.” 

e Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. 1. p. 213, 341; also see Cave-Browne. II. 104-05. 
*  Cave-Browne, II. p. 106. 
°! For the rising of the 10th Cavalry and their successful march to Dalhi see Afutiny Records, VIII. 
re Pt. 1, 409, 412—17; Cave-Browne. II, p. 190. n. 3. 

Cave-Browne, Il, p. 90. 
The official report says that the sepoys had promised to give 3.000 rupees to the Afridis of Baree 
for escorting them to a ferry on the Indus. See Mutiny Records. VIII, Pt. II, p. 163. < Quoted in Cave-Browne, II, p. 91 n. 
See Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. Il, p. 164. 
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Narinji i 
Far more serious than these incidents was the battle of Narinji.”> A small | 

group of the sepoys of the 55th N.I. had accompanied the expelled ruler of Swat, | 
Sayyid Mubarak Shah, into the valley of Panjtar, where a colony of the 
Revolutionaries had grown up under the leadership of Mawlawi ‘Inayat ‘Ali, a 
successor of the great Sayyid Ahmad Shahid.”° Mawlawi ‘Inayat ‘Ali had been 
preaching jihad in the neighbouring area for some time, and a number of people 
had come under his influence, including the Khan of Panjtar, Muqarrab Khan. The 
Khan sent a small party of the Revolutionaries under the command of his cousin, 
Mir Baz Khan, towards Mardan to “raise the standard of the Prophet” and work 
among the people. When the British authorities came to know of the movements of 
Baz Khan’s party, they sent a force against him under Major Vaughan, 
Commandant of the fort of Mardan. He fell upon the tiny group of the 
Revolutionaries on 2 July and overwhelmed them, killing Mir Baz Khan; other | 

ee cae 

leaders, Jan Muhammad Khan and Malik Zarif, were taken prisoner and hanged; 
two villages were totally burnt and some were fired. The Revolutionaries however 
continued their work; emissaries from Delhi as well as Peshawar were arriving in 
this area and informing the people about the progress of the Revolution in other 
parts of the sub-continent. Mawlawi “Inayat ‘Ali now set up his headquarters at 
Narinji and planted there the standard of the Revolutionaries.” The village had a 
small population of about 400 souls, but they were devoted to the cause of freedom 
and acknowledged the authority of Mawlawi ‘Inayat ‘Ali. Thus, to quote the 
sarcastic remark of the report, “The holy war seemed auspiciously opened with 
every requisite: a priest, a banner, a fastness, a howling crowd of bigots and several 
days’ provisions.””* On 21 July, Captain James attacked this small hamlet of the 
Revolutionaries with a strong force and took its occupants completely by surprise. 
Nevertheless they put up a determined resistance; “a few minutes sufficed to 
convert each peaceful labourer into an armed soldier, and every hut into a fortress; 
out rushed several Ghazees (Mohammedan martyrs), but they were quickly cut 
down by the 2nd Cavalry; and the lower part of the village was soon mastered and 
set on fire: but the remainder still held out desperately.” In spite of superior 
numbers and equipment the British forces had to fall back on Sewa. They did not 
find themselves strong enough to renew the attack and waited for reinforcements 
from Peshawar. These having arrived on 2 August, they moved forward on the 
following morning; the Revolutionaries were ready to receive their charge. The 
main body of the British forces advanced by the direct route towards the village, 

Naranji: “The mountain village was so strongly situated that the police scarcely dared to go near 
it”, /bid., pp. 166-67. 

% Sayyid Ahmad Shahid: For an account of his Jifé'and work see H.F.M., Vol. I, pp. 557-600. 
7 “The Ghazees came with the moulvie at their head and planted their standard (embroidered with 

butchery from the Koran) on the heights of Nowrunjee’’. Edwardes’ report about Peshawar 
Division in Mutiny Records, VII, Pt. Il, p. 166; also see Holmes, p. 364. 8 ~ 
Cave-Browne, II, p. 93 n. 

” ‘Ibid. 

ee 
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but a detachment was separated with orders to mount the hill by a side-path. The 
Revolutionaries now found themselves between two forces. far superior to them, 
both in numbers and equipment. They made a retreat: “the moulyi of Course, was 
clear away; he and the leading fanatics had gone off the nivht before, the cattle 
also, and all valuables, had been removed in anticipation of such a result. The 
village, however, was utterly destroyed." 

Peshawar itself had not been successfully: quictened. and althourh the 
British had put it almost in a state of siege, and the sepoys had been disariyccd they 
still occupied their Lines; these of course, were closely guarded. They were not 11 
open revolt, but they were not wholly inactive either. Reports were reachine the 
officers that arms locally made were being purchased and probably scereted in the 
Lines; the 27th N. I. and SIst N. I. were suspected most. On 28 August, an order 
was issued that the sepoys were to move out into tents on the plain near their 
respective parade-grounds; precautions were also taken by their officers to meet 
resistance in case it was offered. The evacuation of the Lines began early in the 
morning and was carried out without any incident. About midday when the work 
of search was still going on the sepoys posted at quarter-guard in the Lines of the 
SIst N. I. made a sudden rush on Captain Bartlett who was supervising the 
operations.'”! Simultaneously with this cause the rising of the entire Regiment. 
“with a whirr like a covey of partridges,” to use the Captain's expression. Then 
followed a brief but contested action in which “the sepoys fought well." They 
were, however, overpowered by the enemy who had the advantage of superior 
arms and equipment, and “then began that memorable fusilade which commenced 
on the parade at Peshawar, and ended at Jumrood.”"" The losses of the sepoys 
were heavy; 660 out of a total of 871 were eitheir “killed in the pursuit: or 
subsequently executed by sentence of court martial"! 

Lahore 
In the central and eastern districts of the Province also the Rev olutionary 

Movement had been spreading fast and was growing stronger every day. Towards 
the end of July a letter was intercepted at the Post Office of Ambala: it was 
addressed by a seemingly quiet bayragi (priest) to the chief pundit of the Maharaja 
of Patiala, requesting him to use his influence to alienate his Chief from the 
‘unclean cow-slaying English’. The bayragi was seized and hanged. '°° More 
Surprising was the case of the 26th N. I. The Regiment posted at Mian Mir 
(Lahore) had been disarmed in May. On 30 July, however, they rose, put to death 

Cave-Browne. II, p. 95. 
Captain Bartlett was the Postmaster and Cantonment Magistrate: he was an object of special hatred to the sepoys because among his duties were the interception of their letters and 
supervision of the executions. : 
Cave-Browne, II, p. 113. 
Punjab Mutiny Report, para. 164. 

104 Ibid. 
Cave-Browne, II, pp. 96-97 n. Also see Holmes, p. 362. 
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their commanding officer, Major Spencer, and escaped, but instead of proceeding 
eastwards to Delhi they took the opposite direction. They were engaged by the 
Tahsildar of Ajnala and detained at the banks of the river until 31 July, when 
Frederick Cooper, Deputy-Commissioner of Amritsar, arrived on the scene with a 
small force. The Revolutionaries were “in a sorry plight: famished and footsore, on 
an island, with no means of defence or escape.” Some of them surrendered, and 
some were brought by the villagers who had seized them, when they were trying to 
escape. In all Cooper had “500 rebel sepoys” bound in ropes and taken to Ajnala. 

Cooper's barbarous treatment may be read in his own words. “It was 
midnight before all were safely lodged in the police station. A drizzling rain 
coming on prevented the commencement of the execution; so a rest until 
day-break was announced. Before dawn another batch of sixty was brought in, and 
as the police station was then nearly full, they were ushered into a large tower or 
bastion. 

“Previously, . . . the Deputy-Commissioner had ordered out a large supply 
of rope, in case the numbers captured were few enough for hanging (trees being 
scarce), and also a reserve of fifty Sikh Levies for a firing party, in case of the 
numbers demanding wholesale executions”. Continuing the account he says that 
“when the execution commenced,” the number of prisoners was “282 of all ranks, 
besides numbers of camp-followers.” A dry well was dicovered for the disposal of 
the corpses of the dishonoured soldiers.” Cooper takes relish in using language 
which was shocking even to his own countrymen. ‘The climax of fortunate 
coincidences,” he adds, “seemed to have arrived when it was remembered that the 
Ist of August was the anniversary of the great Mahomedan sacrificial festival of 
the Bukra Eed. A capital excuse was thus afforded to permit the Hindoostanee 
Mussulman horseman to return to celebrate it at Umritsar; while the single, 
Christian, unembarrassed by their presence, and aided by the faithful Sikhs, might 
perform a ceremonial sacrifice of a different nature (and the nature of which they 
had not been made aware of) on the same morrow.” C ooper describes the hideous 
details of the killings. The Revolutionaries on their part demonstrated by their 
actions that they were conscious of sacrificing their lives for a cause. When two 
hundred and thirty-seven of them had thus been put to death, the doors of the 
bastion were opened” to let the prisoners come out. “And behold !” continues the 
writer, “they were nearly all dead ! unconsciously, the tragedy of Holveil’s Black 
Hole had been re-enached”.'°° Cooper was later condemned, both for the butchery 
and the mode in which he has described his actions. In his minute on the services 
of the civil officers, Lord Canning wrote about Cooper: “I hope (he) will be judged 
by his acts, done under stern necessity, rather than by the narrative of them.”!” 
Whether there was a “stern necessity” of butchering all the captives is highly 
doubtful. 

°° Cooper, Frederic, The Crisis in the Punjab (London: 1858). pp. 159-162, gives the number of 
Cooper's victims as 283, but this figure cannot be accepted against Cooper's own admission; he 
says: “there fell by the law nearly 500 men.” See p. 163; also see Holmes, p. 363. 

'°7 Cave-Browne, II, p. 103 n. 
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About a fortnight: after the dispersal of the SIst| Nob another 

Revolutionary leader gave the British Government some trouble, Sayyid Amit 

with a band of about 50 Mohmunds and the men of the 51st who had escaped came 

down the hills and attacked the fort of Michni.* The Revolutionaries made an 

appeal to the men of the “Aelar-i-Ghilzi” who garrisoned the fort and requested 

them not to offer resistance if they had any regard for their faith and country which 

they wanted to liberate from the bondage of foreign rule, Pdawardes admits “We 

had no troops to move against them. It was atime for yielding with as ood a yrace 

as could be assumed.” However, he succeeded in winning over the tribesiicn by 

offering them the restoration of their confiscated privileges.” and was able t 

persuade them to withdraw from the fort and settle the matter through negotiation 

“The Mohmunds, “writes Edwardes,” “sent in their hostages to Peshawar, packed 

the Syud off unceremoniously and sat down quietly to wait for the return of peace 

in Hindoostan. The relief was indescribable.” 

Gugera 
In September the Gugera district in Multan divison became the scene of 

the greatest rising of the Revolutionaries in central Panjab. The region between 

Lahore and Multan was the home of sturdy peasants and cattle-rearing clansmen, 

the Lungreal, Khurruls and the Kathias may specially be mentioned. Besides these 

some other tribes—the Bhattis and Baluchis, for instance—had come trom the 

neighbouring territories. To ensure safety of the important commercial road 

connecting Lahore with Multan and, through it. with Sind and Bombay. it was 

necessary to have a thorough control over this part of the Panjab, At Gugera which 

stood at a commanding position on this route precautionary steps were taken by the 

local authorities as soon as the news of the outbreak of the Revolution had reached 
them: the Treasury Guard (the 49th N. I.) was disarmed, a scrutiny of postal 

correspondence was started and extra police recurited.''’ In the last week of June. 
1857, the jail overseer was dismissed from service, because he used to allow 

Ahmad Khan Khurrul, who subsequently became the chief leader of the 
Revolutionaries in this area, to pay visits to the prison house. Despite the 
precaution taken by the authorities the prisoners in the jail seem to have come 
under the influence of the agents of the Revolutionaries. On 26 July they rose and, 
in the words of the Assistant Commissioner, “were in a savage state of 

excitement.” Equally “savage” were the measures taken to control them: 

“fifty-one prisoners were killed and wounded, and the emeute was promptly 

suppressed. Ahmad Khan Khurrul was suspected of having worked up the 

prisoners; but this could not be established by evidence, and after being kept under 

surveillance for some time he was released.''' 
However, if the authorities believed that they had crushed the 

Cave-Browne, II, p. 129. 
Cave-Browne, II, p. 129; P. M. R., para 165. Also see Mutiny Records, VIII. Pt. Il, pp. 177-78. 

Mutiny Records. VAIl, Pt. Il, pp. 41-42. 
"bid, p. 44, 
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Revolutionaries and secured the region they were grossly mistaken. Ahmad Khan 
was a man of courage and determination; he had contacts with the Revolutionary 
leaders at Delhi and other places and even with the Emperor.''* An impetus to their 
activities was provided by the released convicts of the central jail at Agra. Many of 
them returned to their homes in Gugera and Multan and told the people how the 
Movement was growing in strength and intensity and how it was spreading in other 7 
parts of the subcontinent. They made an appeal to their kinsmen to rise against the 
British rule and put it to an end as their brethren had done elsewhere. The Khurruls 
led by Ahmad Khan rose on 16 September, and were soon joined by a number of 
people; in a short time the entire region was in the grip of the Revolution.''? L. 
Berkeley who was sent with a small contingent of horsemen to capture Ahmad 
Khan before he crossed the Ravi opposite to the village of Jnumra. He failid to do 
this, but when reinforcements arrived the Revolutionaries left the village which 
was burnt by the British forces. 

Ahmad Khan who had succeeded in winning over the support of the Wattu 
tribe, came up with the British forces at a place not far from Gugera. In a severe 
fight which ensued, “Ahmad Khan and his followers fought stoutly; and Captain 
Black and Lieutenant Chichester were surrounded more than once during the 
melee, the country being by no means faypurable for the action of cavalry.”'"4 
Both sides suffered heavy losses. “This expedition” says Elphinstone’s report, 
“though attended with severe loss on our side, thus ended in irreparable disaster to 
the insurgents. Ahmad Khan had been the chief instigator of the movement; his 
reputation for success in former insurrections was considerable, and his influence 
over the tribes on the Ravee unbounded.”''’ On 2 September Berkeley was 
attacked near Kure Shah village by another party of the Revolutionaries 
“composed of the Futtyanah, Turhanah, and Moordanah tribes, and led by their 
chiefs, Bhawul, Sullabut, and Walleedad.” The Revolutionaries were dispersed but 
only to fall upon Berkeley's forces on the following day, near the bank of the river. 
Here they had hidden themselves in the long grass standing by the side of the 
water. Berkeley was defeated and slain in the action along with more than fifty of 
his men; “and the loss would have been still more severe had it not been for a party 
of the Kuttar Mookhee Battalion, who rallied their comrades near the banks of the 
river and opposed a determined front to the pursuing enemy.” Among other leaders 
of the Revolutionaries, Muhammad Khan Khattia and Mir Bahawal Fatwanah 
deserve to be specificlly mentioned. The latter was considered to be “the greatest 

See Cave-Browne, II, pp. 203-04. 
In his report Lt. Elphinstone, Assistant Commissioner, says: “The first information of the 
intended insurrection was brought to me by Surfiraz Khan, Khurral, in the night of the 16th. He 
insisted on seeing me about 11 p. m... and on being admitted informed me that all the Chiefs of 
the Ravee tribes, who were present at the Sudder on heavy moochulkas, had fled with all their 
followers, and that there could be no doubt that they intended to rise immediately. This was 
confirmed by other sources...” Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. Il, p. 45; also see Kaye and Malleson, 

p 

V2 

113 

¥, p. 211. 
Cave-Browne, II, 208. Also see Mutiny Records, VIII. Pt. I, p. 49. 
Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. Il, pp. 50-51. 
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sll man among them, the bravest and most influential 

Harappa and Chichawatni 
Nevertheless, the Revolutionaries continued the struggle: they seized the 

Tahsil of Harappa and besieged the sarai of Chichawatni behind Which Major 
Crawford Chamberlain!’ had taken shelter alter repulsing one of their parties on 
the afternoon of 23 September. He had seized a small tw o-storied tower Which was 
considered to be ‘the key® of the surai Soon after Mightlall the Revolutionaries 
attacked the British force; they were provided with a shelter by the walls of the 
gardens and th. houses in the village and their sharp-shooters could ply the sara 
and the tower “wth almost incessant Musketry so, Pwomen were helping 
them, ‘moving along the tops of the houses with their skirts stretched out. so as to 
cover the matchlockmen as they crept about from port to point.” Chamberlain did 
not have the courage to risk a sortie, for, he feared, it would involve heavy loss of 
life. The pressure of the fire of the Revol: tionaries was continually increasing, and 
“if'a man showed himself for one minute. he was almost sure to be knocked 
over.”''S 
to wait for them. Lawrence had already despatched reinforcements to relieve the 
forces at Gogera. Paton who commanded the reinforcing Column from Lahore 
found on the morning of 26 September that the Revolutionaries had thrown 
themselves across the road, about two miles from Harappa. However, on seeing 
that the enemy had a stronger force and better equipment they withdrew without 
risking a battle; Paton could not go in their pursuit and decided to proceed to 
Chichawatni where he reached by midday. Two days later reinforcements also 
arrived from Multan, as well as another detachment from Lahore, under Captain 
Snow and McAndrew. On the way they had met a party of the Revolutionaries near 
Muhammadpur and had lost few of their men in the skirmish.'”” 

The reports of the outbreak of the Revolution in Gugera had alerted the authorities in the neighbouring stations: Captain Hockin left Leia with a wing of 
the 17th Irregular Cavalry and moved along the right bank of the Ravi to stop the Revolutionaries from crossing the river: Captain Hawes had moved out of Jhang “to arrest the spread of the insurrection in that quarter,” while Captain Tronson and 
Major Voyle, the Deputy Commissioner of Multan, proceeded along the right bank 
of the Sutlej to cut off communications with the country of “that most dangerous of our neigbours, our nominal ally, the Nawab of Bahawalpoor.”"”! 

Chamberlain, therefore, sent Messaves for reinforcements and decided 

"6 Cave-Browne, II, 214, 
"7 He had come from Multan with a force of the Ist Irregular Cavalry and Sikh Infantry. See P. A/ R, para, 126. 
ne Cave-Brown, II, 207. 
"9 The first Messenger carried Chamberlain’s note sewn in the sole of his shoes: this was 

miscarried. Another note was sent through a small boy: this reached Colonel Paton about as midnight. See Cave-Browne, Il, p. 210. 
a Lieutenant Elphinstoae’s official Teport in Mutiny Records, VIII. Pt. Il, p. 52. 

Cave-Browne, II, p. 212. 
G. W. Hamilton, Commissioner of Multan Division, refers to the Nawab as “...the more than 
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The main task before the forces now concentrating at Chichawatni was to 

guard the road between Lahore and Multan. Colonel Paton took charge of the 

portion from Lahore to Gugera, while Chamberlain was to move towards Multan. 

He was still on his way when distressing reports came from Kamalia, an important 

town across the river, McMahon, the Extra-Assistant Commissioner of the district 

was in dread of being attacked by the Revolutionaries. On 2 October Chamberlain 

retracted his steps and proceeded to Kamalia, but before he reached there 

McMahon had retreated and escaped to Jhang, leaving the town in the hands of 

Revolutionaries. Chamberlain crossed the river on 6 October and immediately 

moved towards Kamalia; it had been evacuated by the Revolutionaries who had 

plundered the wealthy banyahs.'” The Revolutionaries had their own reasons for 

punishing, some sections of the population of Kamalia. The British forces had also 

been burning villages and inflicting severe punishments on their captives, and 

John Lawrence had to administer a rebuke to the authorities concerned. He wrote: 

“I am not aware of any orders which I have given for burning villages. I believe I 

have given none whatever on the subject. | hear that Mr.... before he retreated from 

Koti-Kumalia caused all his prisoners to be shot. I beg that he may not be 

employed again in any military expedition. This is not the way to put down the 

insurrection.”!”* ? 

Chamberlain was unable to control the situation for “jungle fighting was 

madness, with all to lose and nothing to gain;” he therefore decided to wait for 

reinforcements. His assessment of the situation, it appears, was not wrong, because 

the Revolutionaries were determined to make any sacrifices whatsoever for their 

cause. ~ 

doubtful Mahomedan ally of Bahawalpoor, holding a large tract of the left banks of the Indus 

and Sutlej, ever ready in the event of any further disaster to intrigue with our troops, invade the 

British territories and by his presence stimulate the people to rebellion and lay siege to the fort.” 

Mutiny Records, VIM, Pt. Il, pp. 1-2. 

The official report says that ‘the cultivators (which sect alone formed the rebel forces) are 

deeply indebted to the money-lenders and bunneeahs, it was an object with them to efface all 

proof of their indebtedness. They did so most effectually.” Mutiny Records. VIII, Pt. II, p. 74, 

They had done it by destroying the records. It is to be noted, however, that this was not the only 

reason of the punishment of the banyahs by the Revolutionaries. Sometimes they acted as spies 

supplying information to the British officers. On the day preceding the occupation of 

Chichawatni by Chamberlain, “a letter was received in the afternoon from a bunya named 

‘Kunya’ at Cheechawatnee stating that the news of the arrival of a small party of cavalry at 

Doboorjee had reached his village, near which was a strong gathering of rebels, and that no 

advance should be made in that direction without guns. The messenger who brought the letter 

computed the rebels at 3 to 4000, led by Mahomed, Lall and Nutto, Chiefs of the Khatya tribe, 

who would undoubtedly oppose the detachment.” Report of Major Chamberlain's Column, 

paras. 5 and 19 in Mutiny Records, VIII Pt. II, pp. 65, 66, 74. 

Bosworth Smith, II, p. 141. 

Bahawal Khan Fatwanah, and other leaders of the Revolutionaries wrote a letter to Mir Barkat 

‘All *Woordie-Major’ of the Ist Irregular Cavalry telling him that “it is highly unbecoming and 

improper that you should be engaged in any hostile operations against the followers of Islam; 

because the Holy Prophet (may praises and blessings be upon his exalted head) has forbidde! 

and proscribed it.” After repeating oaths on Islam, the Prophet and the Qur'an they offer 
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In the meantime reports were received that the Revolutionaries were 
concentrating in the jungle stronghold of Julli, which lay between the joint forces 
of Chamberlain and Cuerton and Hamilton's detachment from Multan, which was 
supported by a number of landlords of the neighbouriny area On 10 ( detober 
Chamberlain moved to Julli, having received intorcements two days earlier." The 
Revolutionaries had never expected that heavy guns could be brought avainst them 
into a dense jungle: they could not therefore stand tor long continuous firiny from 
them. They left Julli on 22 October, crossed the Ravi and made tor the Sutley in the 
hope of entering Bahawalpur territories") An attempt Was made to vo in thes 
pursuit but it did not meet with success. Chamberlain was however able to capture 
a large number of cattle and sheep left behind by them. 

Leiah 
Captain Hockin who had left Leiah with a Wing of the 17th Irregular 

Cavalry was marching along the right bank of the river when reports came that the 
9th Irregular Cavalry had risen at Kalabagh on the Indus. on its Way to Bannu,! 
The leader of the Revolutionary sawars was Risaldar Wazir Khan. “one of the 
bravest men in the Indian army”. sa Having fired a few shots on. their 
Commandant, Captain Campbell |"! they made for the Ravi. A party of the 
Moohanee Horse under Cowan and Ensign Chalmers met them. Chalmers was 
severely wounded and his men fled away: Cowan fell back on a village and sent 
news to Captain Hockin, who had already started in that direction immediately on 
receiving the first report of the outbreak. When Hockin came upon the 
Revolutionaries Risaldar Wazir Khan stepped forward and challenged Risaldar 
“Ali Wardi Khan of the 17th Cavalry to “let us see which is the best man” In the 
‘passage of arms’ that followed Wazir Khan was mortally wounded; soon after. the men of 17th Cavalry fell upon the Revolutionaries and overwhelmed them by 

Barkat “All a carte blanche: **We tender whatever you may desire for your comfort and happiness, and we will henceforth consider you the lord and leader of our fortunes...... You can do with us exactly as you please: whatever you order will be obeyed”. An appeal was also made to forget the past: “pray banish it from your memory”. The letter ended with an apology. it had to be without an envelope because the writers had none with them: nor, they said, they could find a more elegant writer. However, Barkat “Ali thought that he could have a better future in remaining loyal to the British. Cave-Browne, II. pp. 215-16n. 
Cave-Browne writes Jublee in place of Julli. See vol. Il, p. 217. 
Major Chamberlain's Column (Report). Mutiny Records, VIII, Pt. I. p. 75. “It was subsequently discovered that the rebels left Jhullee the previous day at midday, and, although they passed within 200 yards of the village of a Syud who had professed the greatest friendship and subservience to the British Government, he gave no information whatever and denied all knowledge of their departure, until the ‘Koora’ or spoor of many cattle, goats, sheep, horses, men, etc., gave him the lie”. Ibid, VAM, Pt. Il, p. 77. Ibid., p. 77. 
The 9th I. C. had been withdrawn from Delhi because they were regarded with suspicion, Cave-Browne, I, p. 220. 
He was not hurt of the four shots which entered the doolie in which he was sleeping, two passed through over his head and two lodged in his plow. 
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sheer weight of numbers. 

Sind 
The annexation of Sind had taken place only fifteen years before the 

outbreak of the Revolution. Bartle Frere, who had been appointed its 

Commissioner in 1850'™, was of the view that it was ‘safe’, and had therefore he 

not hesitated in sending the strongest of his Regiments, the Ist Fusiliers, to Multan. 

Two months later he found it necessary to issue a proclamation and take other 

precautionary measures. 'S In his circular letter sent with copies of the 

proclamation Frere says that it was suggested to him on various occasions that 

some proclamation or notification should be issued by him: He had, however, 

abstained from complying ‘with these suggestions because he thought such 

notifications “often do more harm than good.” But in July he had to change his 

opinion because “it appears certain that missionaries have been despatched in this 

direction, with a view to disturb the public peace, and that alarming rumours have 

been put in circulation in various parts of the Province”. In the proclamation which 

was originally written in Persian he admits that “some evil disposed persons have 

of late come in the direction of Sind from Hindoostan and elsewhere spreading 

mischievous reports......Moreover many , sepoys of the Bengal Army have — 

treacherously deserted from their Regiments and spread themselves over the | 

country to try to seduce the faithful soldiers of the British Government from their | 

alliance.”'** The Government directed its agents to find out such persons and hand ; 

them over to the nearest police stations. A threat of the confiscation of property | 

was given to those who would be found guilty of withholding information; the 

spreading of seditious reports was made punishable with death. By September, 

however, the activities of the Revolutionaries had penetrated as far as the Qalat 

territory.|*° 

Karachi 

The results of the work done by the “missionaries” of the Revolution 

appeared in the form of the risings of the sepoy Regiments at different places. 

Karachi took the lead. In 1857 the ‘native’ town was, to quote Burton, “a mass of 

low mud hovels and high mud houses, with flat mud roofs, windowless mud walls | 

and numerous mud ventilatiors, surrounded by a tumble-down parapet of mud 

Eatly in 1856 Frere had gone to England; he had returned in March, 1857. 

Circular No. 1026 of 1857—Political Department (From H. B. E. Frere Esquire, Commissioner 

of Sind, dated 16 July 1857)—Secret Letters 

It is rather significant that the Commissioner mentions “evil disposed persons” as well as 

“sepoys”. Evidently the former were the workers sent by the organizers of the Movement of 

missionaries as Frete cats them. 
Bartle Ftere’s letter to Lawrence contains the following report about Qalat: “The Khelat papers 

sft to you will show that disaffectéd people are trying to stir up strife there, but I am in great 

hopes, Capt. Merewether will be able to set all right without detaining the upwards bound 

troops.” Jehn Lawrence Papets (MS,) In India Office Library, No. 132. 

135 
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built upon a low platform of mud covered-rock.”! To the east of the town ata 
short distance was the vast area covered by the British cantonment. On the Frere 
Street were the bungalows of the officers, which formed the front row of the 
military quarters. Behind these houses were the regimental Lines, those of the 
British soldiers in the south and the Hind-Pakistani Regiments to the north of 
Saddar Bazaar. 

On 13 September!’ at about eleven o'clock in the night Major MeGrepor, 
the Commanding Officer of the 21st N. 1, received information that his Reeiment 
had made plans to rise at midnight,’ and, after seizing the treasure, it would 
proceed to Hyderabad. McGregor immediately rushed to the town to inform the 
authorities. Colonel Stiles, Commanding Officer of the 2nd European [ight 
Infantry, strengthened the mess-guard where the families of the officers were to 
take shelter; a guard was also posted at the Treasury. Major Blake marched with 
his Horse-Artillery to the rear of the Lines of the 21st N. 1. and took positions in 
front of the parade ground. The “assembly” was sounded and the men of the 21st 
completely taken by surprise had to obey the order. On the roll being called it was 
discovered that twenty-seven men had escaped with their muskets. However. the 
Regiment was disarmed and after a short harangue by General Scott the men 
returned to their Lines. Ten of the Revolutionary sepoys who had escaped were 
taken captive and tried by a court-martial. They were sentenced to death and on the 
same day (17 September) seven of them were hanged and three blown up by guns 

The search for the Revolutionaries was now undertaken on an elaborate 
scale. Descriptive rolls of the sepoys who had escaped were made out and sent by 
Major Marston, Captain of Police, to various shanahs, and directions were issued 
that the ferries were to be watched: the people liv ing in the countryside were put 
‘on the alert’. The plan was successfully executed and information about their 
movements became available. Strong parties were sent in their pursuit. “Nine were 
taken on the other side of the Hubb, by a party under Soobahdar Allah Yar Khan...” 
The Revolutionaries had unfortunately entered the village of the Subahdar and 
asked for conveyance “to go and join the Jam of Bayla.” The Subahdar waited until 
it was dark; he then put guard round the hill which they had occupied, leaving one 
toad open. He ordered some matchlocks to be fired at random giving an 
impression that a contingent of troops had arrived. “When day dawned on the 
morning of the 1Sth he took up their tracks, and by a rapid pursuit, caught them off 
their guard, among some thick jungle and at once charged them......all were 

8° Quoted in Gazetteer of the Province of Sind. Karachi District (Bombay, 1919), p. 59. 
'7 This is the date given by Bartle Frere in his official report to Lord Elphinstone, Governor of 

Bombay. On the morning of 14 September he sent his first report (No. 325, dated the I4th 
September. 1857). See Secret Letters, No. 328 of 1857, dated the 21st September. 
Kanhayya Lall also gives the same date; he mentions Sunday which was 13 September. Seep. 
257. 
Charles Bill gives 14 September which is not correct unless by the phrase “the night of the 14th” 

+ he means the night preceding 14 September. See Vol. II, p. 156. 
According to Kanhayya Lall the information was given by a havaldar and other persons. See 
p. 257. 
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secured uninjured.” Within the next two or three days more were captured—one 

was taken from the neighbourhood of *Mugger’ (Mangu) Pir.'*’ In his report dated 

21 September, Frere sums up the results of the efforts of the pursuing parties in 

these words: “Of the 31 mutineers 24 have been captured alive and brought in of 

whom 18 were tried and sentenced to death, 17 were executed; the sentence of one 

commuted to transportation, and three yet remain to be tried, three were shot in a 

fight by the Police, three have been tracked, pursued and captured, but not brought 

in and only four remain to be accounted for." 

Hyderabad 
In Hyderabad also “for several days rumours had reached me of an 

intended rising of the Gulundauze but | was unable to trace them to any 

foundation, and regarded them merely as Bazar rumours. It was howerer evident to 

me, that a feeling of insecurity existed to a great extent amongst the people, which 

it was advisable to allay...”'*' An unpatriotic ‘native’officer reported to the 

Commander that the sepoys had planned a rising and that the people of the town 

would join hands with them. He took premptory steps to secure the Treasury and 

the pay office and then ordered the sepoys to assemble for a parade. They were all 

disarmed, and apparently showed no signs’of resentment. In the night, a few of 

them disappeared: but they were captured and blown away with guns.'”? Frere’s 

brief report sent to John Lawrence was that “we have had a very narrow escape at 

Hyderabad. The Subahdar Major of the Golundazes Batty, reported his men 

plotting...The Brigadier determined to disarm them which he effected very 

skilfully and......secured the guns which he moved into the Fort where......they are 

safe..." The captive Revolutionaries were brought before the authorities, and, 

“our punishments here at Hyderabad seemed to have checked the disaffection in 

the native regiments and will I hope have the same effects at Shikarpoor, where the 

same kind of plot has been discovered just in time.” 

In Upper Sind, comparatively nearer to the main centres of the Movement 

than Karachi and Hyderabad, the workers of the Revolutionaries seem to have 

achieved better results. Darya Khan, was one of their leaders who worked in 

Jacobabad; he was also in contact with the sepoys at Shikarpur. In his report dated 

| October, Frere writes: “I have no doubt that but for the promptitude, and decision 

shown by Captain Montgomery in arresting these men at Shikarpoor, and by 

Captain Merewether in imprisoning and removing Durya Khan, the traitorous 

Jekranee Chief at Jacobabad, the men of the artillery who broke out into mutiny at 

139 

1919), pp. 100-01. 
Secret Letters, No. 328 of 1857, (Frere to Elphinstone, dated Karachi. 21 September, 1857). 

Report of the Magistrate of Hyderabad, to the Commissioner, Sind Records. No. 1185 of 1857, 

Military Department. (Italics are mine.) 

Kanhayya Lall. op. cit., pp. 369-70. 

Lawrence Papers, (MS), I. O. No. 131. 

‘4 Ibid, No. 132. 
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Shikarpoor...,..would have been joined by many discontented spirits, both there 

and at Jacobabad......"'"* Darya Khan was sent to Sukkur: from there he was puton 
board a river steamer and taken to Karachi “to undergo his) sentence ot 
imprisonment for life in the jail of Ahmednuggur or such other place as your 
Lordship in Council may direct......°'"° Despite these repressiv © measures adopted 
by the authorities a small number of ‘native’ artillerymen rose on the might of 23 
September and took their guns to the parade-ground. |) [he rest of the men 
belonging to this Regiment and others available were brought into action avainst 
them: within two hours they were overpowered. '"* The risings at) Karachi 
Hyderabad and Shikarpur were small compared to the events of the War in other 
parts of the subcontinent. However they do establish the fact that Sind, 
Beluchistan, Qalat and the neighbouring areas did not remain wholly unaffected by 
the Movement. 

(in: S. Moinul Haq: The Great Revolution of 1SS7. Karachi 1968, pp. 248-301) 

® ® # ® ® 

145 
The leaders arrested were Subahdar Bihari Misr. Havaldar Imam “Ali Shah (16th Regiment) and 
Muhammad Shah camp-follower. They were arrested two days before the rising at Shikarpur, 
“after a conference at which they had endeavoured to induce the Police to join them in mutiny.” 
Secret Letters, No. 360 of 1857 (Frere to Elphinstone, dated 1 October. 1857). 
Secret Letters, No. 198, 857—{Frere to Elphinstone, dated 17 October, 1857). 

a ee Lal says, their number was fourteen or sixteen, p. 223. 
Ibid. 
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