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THE LAHORE CHRONICLE 

During the period under study there were two) English-languaye 
newspapers, published in Lahore, namely the “Lahore Chronicle”, which was 

started in 1849 and the “Punjabee”, started in 1857. Besides the “Lahore 
Chronicle” published the “Overland Summary” which was not meant for people 
living in the Indo-Pak subcontinnt. This journal gave a fortnightly digest of all 
important events recorded in the paper for the information of those living abroad, 
who were desirous of keeping themselves aware of the developments in this part 
of the Empire. 

“Lahore Chronicle” was the earliest paper in Lahore. It was founded by 
Muhammad Asim, a skilful printer. During the days when the Punjab was 
annexed by the British, Muhammad Asim first nurtured the idea of starting a 
newapaper and establishing a printing plant at Lahore. The newspaper, originally 
a weekly, was named “Lahore Chronicle” and the printing establishment as 
“Lahore Chronicle Press”. The finance for the establishment was secured from a 
number of friendly Englishmen and others. The paper had the blessings of senior 
British officials and aimed at strengthening the patriarchal rule. It was 
particularly keen to preserve the rights of the Punjab and “regarded with jealous 
eyes any interference from the Supreme Government which unduly conflicted 
with local wants and aspirations.” 

Mr. Henry Cope was the first editor of “Lahore Chronicle”. In 1856, 
however, he was ousted and replaced by his erstwhile rival, Welby. Meanwhile 
Muhammad Asim, the founder of the paper, was also dislodged from his position 
and became an cardent supporter of Mr. Cope. The same year he launched 
another newspaper and named it “Punjabee.” 

Scanning through the only file of this paper available in Pakistan we 
learn that “Lahore Chronicle” was a bi-weekly appearing every Wednesday and 
Saturday, but practically speaking it was a daily because extras were issued in 
great number during the War of Independence. Sometimes besides the regular 
issue, two extras or supplements appeared on the same day. 

The annual subscription was Rs. 36 and surprisingly the price per issue 
was rupee one. This prohibitive price was fixed deliberately because the 
management was keen to have more and more regular subscribers instead of 
casual buyers. Perhaps it was also due to the reason that the system of street sales 
did not exist. 
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The Press was a big establishment. It undertook both typographic and 

lithographic printing and book-binding. Persian and Nagree types were available 

for printing in Persian, Oordoo (Urdu) and Sanscrit. A number of firms worked 

as Chronicle agents at Madras, Bombay, Kurrachee (Karachi), Agra and London. 

Out of eight pages of the original size of the “Civil and Military 

Gazette”, three were devoted to advertisements. These usually related to books, 

banks, houses on rent in Simla and Murree, wines, horses, lemonade, soda water, 

dress-making, medicines, hydrostatic beds and cushions, tunics, waterproof 

overcoats, shipping, auction, official notices, postal notices, etc. Perhaps the most 

interesting was the advertisement of something like a secret weapon for ladies as 

a defence against the unchivalrous mutineers. A sharp explosive gas was 

compressed in an ordinary smelling-salt bottle. On touching a spring, the stopper 

and contents were thrown out with great violence, which in some cases could 

result in the blindness of the victim. 

The news, given in the “Lahore Chronicle”, were not in the form of 

modern news but in the form of newsletters and written in chronological style. 

News, in the form of lengthy messages were sent by regular and casual 

correspondents, always incognito, from practically every town of importance. A 

war correspondent was also especially appointed. Only those news were brief and 

to the point, which were sent by the Military Secretary to the Chief 

Commissioner. These news were written in the style of communiqués and Press 

notes. The Chief Commissioner received these news telegraphically from the war 

fronts. Besides General Orders, both civil and military, found place in this paper. 

News agencies, at that time, did not exist but there was in vogue a system 

of voluntary exchange of news. Each newspaper lifted stories of interest from its 

contemporaries but invariably quoted the source. “Lahore Chronicle” was no 

exception. At one place it complains against a paper for not having 

acknowledged it after picking a news-item from it. The paper wrote: 

“The “Telegraph and Courier” copies some news from the “Lahore 

Chronicle” but gives credit to the Mofussilite.” 

The “Lahore Chronicle” gave very few headlines. To play up news of 

importance, it was begun with “We give, prominent insertion to the following.” 

The contents of “Lahore Chronicle” include items on a variety of 

subjects. There was a permanent feature headed “Europe”, that contained extracts 

from foreign papers such as Morning Post, Home News, Standard, Saturday 

Review, Herald, Globe, Sun etc. These news were about Indian affairs, European 

political affairs, East Indies, ete. Under the head “Indian Press” comments of 

leading contemporaries on current affairs and on problems relating to Press were 

given. These contemporaries included Bengal Harkaru, Phoenix, Englishman 

(Calcutta), Dacca News, Poona Observer, Bombay Times, Bombay Gazette, 

Bombay Guardian, Friend of India, Telegraph and Courier, Sindian, Sind Kosid, 

etc. The “Epitome of News” was another feature that consisted of news stories 

lifted from other newspapers. The news collected from its own sources were 

scattered all over the paper. Under the title “Correspondence” appeared letters to 

Marfat.com 



The Lahore Chronicle 191 

the editor. One read of births, deaths and marriages in the European community 

under the title “Domestic Occurences”. The social and cultural activities of the 
Europeans were given due coverage as against local inhabitants, who hardly 

found any place in the paper. There was another feature headed “Literature”, in 
which books were introduced and also general articles on literary subjects were 
given. “Original poetry” was another important feature. The editorials were never 
given separately. Each news item contained comments, Editorial Comments were 
mixed up with other news items and articles and one could only distuiguist them 

by the editorial “we.” “Latest Intelligence” was sometimes yiven when an 

important news arrived after the whole matter had been composed 
As regards arrangement of the matter the front page was wholly devoted 

to advertisements. The second page contained advertisements, “Correspondence 
and occasionally “Domestic Occurences”. Somewhere on the third page. official 

summaries were followed by newsletters, editorials, articles, all given in a 

disordered manner. It looked like a solid mass of type for there were no heads 

and white space was only provided by the ruler that separated these times from 
each other. “Indian Press” and “Europe” were given after that. The last page 
sometimes contained only advertisements and at other times some matter too. In 
extras no advertisements were given although sometimes space was left vacant. 

The “Lahore Chronicle” was definitely an anti-Muslim paper. It 
conducted a systematic propaganda aiming at total elimination of Islam from the 
sub-continent. Letters after letters followed saying that the Muslims were 
incorrigible. Whenever Muslims took part in any activity against the established 
order, it was disproportionately exaggerated. Editorials too appeared asking for 
severe action against them, 

Ousted from the “Lahore Chronicle” of which he was the founder and 
co-sharer, Syed Muhammad Asim, established a new printing press named the 
Punjabee Press at Lahore and started Punjabee Akhbar, an Urdu weekly, in 
March 1856. Within a year, machinery for printing English-language 
publications arrive and he floated “The Punjabee”, an English weekly whose 
motto was “The Greatest Happiness of the Greatest Number.” 

The “Lahore Chronicle” was bitterly opposed to “The Punjabee” mainly 
because the latter had encroached upon the market of the former. Due to its 
coverage of local news, more comments on local affairs, better editing of news, 

| more light items, variety of features and a handy size, “The Punjabee” became 
very popular and within six months of its inception succeeded in securing as 
many as five hundred subscribers. This annoyed the “Lahore Chronicle” and it 
started a campaign against its contemporary by publishing letters against it and 
by reproducing articles from other papers in opposition to “The Punjabee.” 

SOURCES OF NEWS 
The “Lahore Chronicle” and its contemporaries devoted most of their 

space to coverage of events. From where did all these news come? Getting news 
in those days was not as easy and systematic as it is today. There were no news 
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agencies. Each newspaper maintained a number of correspondents at important 

places. The material sent by them was supplemented by the lifting of selected 

Stories from contemporaries. Thus there existed a voluntary exchange of 

information among newspapers at the understanding that the source of all lifted 

stories would be quoted. Besides each newspaper received official summaries, in 

the form of telegraphic messages, from the Chief Commissioner’s office. The 

“Lahore Chronicle” obtained news using all these sources. 

First we would deal with news, which were received in the form of 

official summaries. These were published immediately after they were received. 

Sometimes if there was a day or two for the paper to come out, extras and 

supplements were published in order to convey the news officially received. Here 

are a few examples of official summaries published in the “Lahore Chronicle”. 

CHIEF COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE, LAHORE 

* 3rd September, 1857. 

There is nothing further from Delhi, most probably owing to the heavy 

rain 
A report received through Mr. Frere, the Commissioner of Sui, from 

Kolapore, of the 18th ultimo, states that 24 of the mutinous sepoys of the 27th 

Regiment Bombay, N.L, who had returned, or were lurking about that 

cantonment, were all seized, or killed by men of their own Regiment. 

The 27th Regiment had volunteered for service. 

The reinforcements despatched from Bombay and Poonah, were still 

some marches distant; but confidence appears to have been completely restored 

at the station of Kolapore. 

There is a report from Delhi, that on the 31st ultimo, 22 carts, laden with 

the families of the residents, had left for Rewarree, and that numbers were daily 

leaving the city. 
(September 5, 1857, p. 567) 

Telegraph Office, Lahore. 18th November, 1857. 

From Officiating Commissioner, Delhi. 

to Chief Commissioner, Lahore. 

It is 6 a.m., 18th November. Letters from Ford at Narnoul, and from 

Captain Dwyer at Kanoud of 16th, have just bean received by Express, forwarded 

from Jhujjar by Captain Lawrence. They report the defeat of the Jodhpur Legion 

on that date, from Narnoul after a severe fight, with the capture of all their guns, 

six in number. Our troops arrived on their ground about a koss from Narnoul, at 

about |] a.m. The fight continued until sunset. The enemy came out to meet our 

force in advance of Narnoul, and the Carbineers and Guides made a splendid 

charge against the rebel guns and Cavalry, the latter fought well. We took the 

serai. occupied by them towards sunset and now occupy it. The enemy had about 

3000 in the fight. All our men did well, the Ist Fusiliers, as usual, splendid. Ford 

\rites that we have lost, he fancies, about 70 killed and wounded. I regret to say 
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that poor Colonel Gerard was mortally wounded and has since died) Amony the 
wounded, the only names mentioned are — Pearce, doing well: The amount 
of the enemy’s loss not yet ascertained. We occupy the Serai, where they had 
entrenched their guns. Capt. Dwyer writes that the enemy, after haring been 
driven back, had, as far as he could ascertain, bolted southwards. Purther 
particulars will be communicated 

(Extra November 19, 1857) 
Now we come to the news which were lifted from contemporarics In 

each issue of the “Lahore Chronicle” we find a number of items which wen 
taken from some other papers. These usually heared under the caption “Epitome 
of News”. Some of the papers from which the “Lahore Chronicle” lifted news 
items are: Koorkee Garrison Gazette, Bombay Gazette. Bombay Limes, 
Telegraph and Courier, Sindian, Sind Kosid, Calcutta Journal. Bengal Harkaru 
Phoenix, Englishman, Mofussilite. Poona Observer. Delhi Gazette. hrienmd of 
India,” ete. 

The following are the news items lifted from. the contemporary 
newspapers: 

“At an early hour this morning the Government intelligence from Major 
General Hearsay, Commanding the Presidency Division, that he had good reason 
to apprehend a rising of the Native Troops at Barrackpore and had_ in 
consequence taken every precaution to prevent it. which he could do with the 
means at his command, and had sent for the 78th Highlanders from Chinsurah 

“Orders were instantly issued, in pursuance of which a large European 
force was concentrated on Barrackpore, and the safety of Dum Dum amply 
secured.” — Bombay Gazette, June 24. 

(Supplement July 11, 1857) 
We learn that several of the disarmed sepoys belonging to the Fort and 

other Guards in Calcutta, have deemed it ‘infrading’ to perform their duty with 
ramrods, and have consequently taken French leave. This is not at all to be 
‘regretted. Those who are not with us, and it is far better that they should avow 
itheir true feelings...” — Harkaru. 17th June. 

(Supplement July 15, 1857) 
The “Lahore Chronicle”, which was an important newspaper of its time. “had its own correspondents stationed at the main cities, particularly war fronts. 

» Here we give some of the news appeared in the following form:— 
The following from Umbala is from our War Correspondent en route to he Camp before Delhi:— 
“Jullunder, which I left yesterday, and Umbala, are both guarded with uch ferocity. At the former station, the residents are congregated in a large oop-holed barrack, mount guard erery night, drink their beer (5 pice a pint, and © money returned) and wish the Pandies may be something unpleasant, in the egular orthodox fahion ... A Subahdar of the 33rd was blown away from a gun short time ago, on the Ist instant, I believe. The Volunteers were, of course, Tawn up alongside to witness the execution, and a piece of the unfortunate man 
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fell right to the mouth of one of them, who was, however, by no means 

disconcerted at the windfall, but merely wiped his mouth... .” 

(Sept. 16, 1857, p. 593) 

A Correspondent at Nynee Tal writes on the 31st October:— 
. 

“We have been complete prisoners here for the last six months, 

surrounded by thousands of rebels who infest the forests round the foot of the 

Hills: we have had two engagements with the rascals. Now we have just received 

information that 7 or 8000 of them are within three marches of Huldwanee, at the 

foot of the Hills, on the Bareilly side of course, they are sent by Khan Bahadoor 

to cut us up, if possible, so we are preparing to give them a warm reception? 

Major Ramsay, our good Commissioner here met with a sad incident... 

We had a heavy storm of hail.two days ago, which lasted an hour and 

half, the place was quite white. This shows the approach of winter, and it had 

caused the weather to set in very cold.” 
(November 11, 1857, p. 721) 

Occasionally the paper, under study, received private letters, which either 

narrated some event or commented on some step taken by the Goyernment or 

some act of the mutineers. Here are two? letters which were sent by private 

individuals. 
, 

A Private Letter from Agra dated 23rd Jun
e says:— 

We are completely boxed up here now, the only daks received are an 

occasional one from Bombay, which sometimes succeeds in coming in. 

News from Calcutta up to 3th, troops at Benares mutineed, results not 

known, report says the Sikhs there stood and assisted to turn out the 6th Native 

Infantry, and about 2000 men that came over from Oudh. Gwalior contingent 

gone on the 14th, killing 6 or 7 officers, escorted the ladies safely out of station 

but insulted them in every way they could. 
: 

10th N.L, at Futtehgurh, mutinied on the 17th, one company remained, 

fired and protected the treasury and Civilians in the fort, afterwards they attacked 

Mynpooree with some Oudh men and hung what Europeans they could take 

alive. Sir H. Wheeler is surrounded and we can get no inforaation from him. 

They say he had had four days hard fighting, at his entrenched camp, and, is hard 

up for water. We are all prepared here to go into the fort at a moment's notice. 

Four months’ provisions have been put in for 

schools and Unconvented servants who have no conveyances hav 

We collect at night at houses fortified to stand a seige for some days, if guns are 

not bought against us. All well and anxiously praying for more E 

to come up country. 

; 
(July, 11, 1857, p- 435) 

A letter from Peshawar says:— 

“All quiet here, and the mutiny 0 

Native Troops. There are only 50 men of the Regiment unaccounted fo 

about 30 of these, it is supposed, ran into the Khyber.” 

f the Sst N.I., has not affected the other 
r and 
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(September 5, | 857, p. 567) 
About the sources of the news, the follow Ing facts emerge very clear ly 

i}. The paper never gave any news of the activities of the natives unrelated 
to the Struggle. 

2s There was not a single Muslim or Hindu. or IN fact any native 
correspondent on the staff. Therefore the question of presenting native 
version of events never arose. 
News and comments were never lifted from any Newspaper appeariny in 
a native language 

is) 

NEWS COVERAGE 
Every newspaper devotes its major space to news reports of current 

events, whloh finally make history. That is Why it is sometimes said “news in 
tomorrow's history done up in today’s neat package.” The “Lahore Chronicle” 
also, with which at present we are mainly concerned, set aside much of its space for the coverage of events. Therefore the national struggle of 1857, which was 
perhaps the most important and consequential event of the century. was also amply covered in this particular paper. The only file of the “Lahore Chronicle” is for the period July to December, 1857. During this period obviously most of the matter, published in this paper. pertains to the mutiny in one way or the other because it was only when the fiercest fighting was taking place all over the sub- continent. The major events that took place during this particular period were the seige of Cawnpore, seige of Lucknow and Capture of Delhi. Besides fighting continued on the war fronts like Meerut. Bundelkhand. which had opened earlier the same year. 

For each of the important and significant events of the National Struggle of 1857, we will give extracts from the “Lahore Chronicle” in order to give a fair idea to the readers as to the way the fighting took place. 
Here is a news item stating something of the scuffle at Meerut. 
A letter from Meerut dated 10th July says:— 
“The Volunteer horse is now fairly in the field, and likely to do good service. On Saturday, an attack was made on four Goojur villages. which were ' purnt. In this Volunteers were employed. 
“Yesterday they went by themselves, and carried a Goojur village that ad just looted a Jat village: they killed nearly 200 men, among whom were two poys of the 20th N.I., and one of the 3rd Cavalry. In this affair some Sikhs did od service. A reinforcement of the Rifles will march immediately to the Camp efore Delhi. The direct communication with the Camp has been out off by the struction of the bridges over the Hindon and the Jumna....” 

(July 18, 1857, p. 453) 

Following are the accounts of the events that took place at Cawnpore tween the mutineers and the British forces. 
Judicial Commissioner's Office, Lahore, 8th July, 1857. 
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_... Authentic Intelligence has now been received, for the first time, that 

the troops at Cawnpore mutinied and were well-beaten by the force under Sir 

High Sheeler. It is further stated that one Company of the 10th N.I. remain 

staunch, and we hold the Fort of Futtehgurh. 
(July 8, 1857, p. 427) 

“Cawnpore — The following account of the awful catastrophe at 

Cawnpore, corroborated as it is by the Government intelligence may, we think, 

be depended upon:— 

“On Sunday, the 28th June, the Nana Sahib sent to our beleaguered 

countrymen, and swore upon, the Gunga and all the oaths most binding on a 

Hindoo, that if the garrison would trust to him and surrender, the lives of all 

should be spared, and they should be put into boats sent down to Allahabad. On 

these terms the garrison trusted him and surrendered. They were put into boats 

according to the wording of the treaty so far, but when they had got into the 

middle of the river, the fiend gave a preconcerted signal and guns which had 

been laid for the purpose were opened upon them from the Cawnpore bank. 

When our poor wretched countrymen tried to escape by crossing to the Oudh side 

of tho river, they found that arrangements had been made there too for their 

reception, an they were cut to pieces by Cavalry sent across for the purpose. — 

Harkaru, June 8. 
(August 5, 1857 (Supplement)) 

Now we come to the events that took place at Lucknow, where fighting 

continued from July to November. 

“Later news from Lucknow — our readers may place full reliance on the 

following authentic intelligence from that city, up to the 16th instant:— 

“Sir Henry Lawrence has completed his arrangements for the defence of 

the Residency, and Muchee Bawun. Three of the roads leading to the residency 7 

have been closed, and strongly barricaded. A number of guns are mounted on 

each side all round, and the place is otherwise well protected, the ladies and 

children occupying the houses of Messrs. Gubbins and Ommaney, inside the 

Residency .. . 

“There has been no disturbance in the city since the night of the mutiny 

in cantonments. On or about the Sth, the Regiment of Syed Hossain, formerly in 

the service of the King, on being ordered to lay down their arms, refused to do s0 

until the guns were brought to bear upon them. They were afterwards turned out 

of the city, where all continues right. — 
— Englishman, June 26. 

(Supplement, July 22, 1857) 

A letter from Meerut dated the 27th ultimo states that a Cossid had 

arrived from Allyghur, bringing a few letters from Lucknow dated the 12th June 

The writers give an account of the Seetapore mutiny, and they talk of having 
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arrived safely at Lucknow, as we may infer that all was quiet there at that time 
Most of the ladies and officers of the 41st NI. have managed to escape, Colonel 
Birch, and Captain and Mrs. Cowan are mentioned as killed. and great fears are 
entertained for the safety of the Civilians 

(July. I8SS7. p. 420) 

However the most important event that took place during the Revolt of 
1857 was the fall of Delhi, its occupation by the rebels in May [8S7 and it 

| recapture in the middle of September by the British. During the strugele at Delhi 
much blood-shed took place both of the natives as well as the British. Here are two news items, which deal with fighting at Delhi 

Chief Commissioner's Office. Lahore 
11th September, 1857 

From Delhi, 4.30 p.m., 10th September, 1857 
“We have now two batteries for heavy guns constructed in front ot Ludlow Castle and ready to open tomorrow morning. We have also a heavy 

mortar battery completed in the Koodsia Bagh, and have possession of the Custom House, in the compound of which another heayy battery is being constructed about 200 yards from the city wall. The enemy keep up a heavy fire of Artillery and musketry and have made some unsuccessful demonstrations with their Cavalry. Our loss during the last 24 hours had been 50 killed and wounded. including Lieut. Eaton 60th Rifles, wounded. One of our recently erected heavy batteries caught fire today, and was rendered unserv iceable, but this is of no consequence, as the Guns were to be withdrawn and taken elsewhere tonight 
(September 12, 1857, p. 583) 

“The following is from our Correspondent at Delhi, 
19th September, 1857 :— 

\ ikewise. Do you remember it being reported some time ago, that the enemy had n out of caps? Why there was a great quantity of them in the magazine... here is a great heap of old pots, pans and clothes at the Cashmeree Gate, which 

gree, or that, allowing the men to retain it, can bring about any extensive lamity, especially as articles of real value have been taken, and “no question ked” but this of course only by the favoured few,” 
(September 23, 1857, p. 611) 

Seemingly, the events of the national Struggle of 1857, reported in the’ ° ahore Chronicle”, appear to be quite unbiased. But in reality this was not so. 
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The news about the victories won by the Indians as well as the atrocities inflicted 

upon them by the British Government, were either blacked-out or completely 

distorted. 

DISTORTION AND BLACKOUT OF NEWS 

During the National Struggle for Independence of 1857 “that sink of 

ferocity, the Anglo-Indian Press” conducted a poisonous campaign against 

Indians, particularly the Muslims with the aim of their total annihilation. This 

wicked propaganda was one-sided. There was no Muslim-owned newspaper left 

to answer that compaign. Therefore the Muslim case could not be represented 

and opinion of the European community about Muslims was moulded as 

presented by thea English-language Press. The “Lahore Chronicle” was no 

exception and it helped in bringing about suffering and oppression for the 

Muslims. The news that appeared in this paper were totally biased. The darker 

side of the mutiny never came to light in this paper nor any other European paper 

was honest enough to disclose the bitter truths. One of the very few who felt the 

necessity of taking up of the mud of atrocities committed by the Britishers is 

Edward Thompson who in his book “The @ther Side of the Medal” brings into 

limelight, the fact that his people behaved like savages in India during that war. 

He has done so for the simple reason that “the deeds, unfortunately, cannot be 

passed over in silence, for their memory has been burnt into a people’s mind.” 

In this book “The Other Side of the Medal” Edward Thompson writes 

“Wars there have been in India since the days of Clive and Wellington; but never 

has there been a war, stained, on the one side as on the other by such wanton 

cruelty and crime as in 1857...” Further it is written “The mutineers, rising as 

they believed in defence of their caste and religion, disgraced and blackened their 

cause by the inhuman, brutal and barbarous massacre of defenceless women and 

children. On the other hand, British troops burnt down villages along their route 

of many hundreds of miles, turning the country into a “desert”; British 

conquerors massacred the inhabitants of Delhi after the mutineers had escaped; 

and British Special Commissioners executed thousands of citizens in Northern 

India, guiltless of the Mutiny.” 

The “Lahore Chronicle” never took notice of the barbarous activities of 

the British or did not care to publish them. On the other hand it adopted a policy 

of encouraging the rulers in shedding blood of the rebellions as well as the 

innocent natives. An editorial note once said: 

“Delhi must be razed to the ground. Its inhabitants passing into distant: 

destruction of their city, and how the fair palaces had 

provinces would fall of the 
d of English women and 

been reduced to mounds of earth, because the bloo 

children polluted its streets.” (July 4) 

The above extract shows how conceived was the “Lahore Chronicle’ 

about the blood of the English people but it never gave a thought to the huge 

numbers of Indians who were ruthlessly butchered for no fault of theirs. 
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Scanning through the only file of the “Lahore Chronicle” available we 
find no mention of the horrible deeds and barbarous cruelties Committed by the 
British. The very few, very kindly published in it are given in a distorted form 
Here is an example of the distortion of news done by the “Lahore Chronick 
The following news item appeared in the Extra Issue of August 2. 1857. and was 
released from the Chief Commissioner Office, Lahore 

“Accounts were received yesterday afternoon from Mr} Cu. yer 
Deputy Commissioner of Umritser, of the trial destruction of the 26th Reet \ | 
1. They appear to have pursued their flight without ceasing, for a distance of 0 
miles upto left bank of the Ravee, which they in rain tried to cross Opposite 
Ujnala. On Mr. Cooper's reaching the place, about 4 p.m. of the 31st ultimo. he 
found that about 150 men had been shot or drowned by his Police. aided by the 
villagers, 160 were captured on the Island in the River: 35 were counted 
drowning in trying to get off. Numerous fugitives were brought in’ from. all 
quarters during the night: 237 were summarily executed yesterday: forty-one died 
from fatigue: and about twenty-one more had been apprehended in neighbouring 
villages.” 

This news item about the rising of the sepoys in Lahore, one of them 
whom, during a violent dust-storm on 30th July, killed Major Spencer. the 
commanding officer. “He cut down the Major, w hereupon the 26th Native 
Infantry fled under cover of the storm, the few who remained being killed in a 
furious cannonade which the Sikhs and Europeans put down on their lives. | hey 
tried to cross the Ravi next day, but were opposed by some police. Mr. Cooper 
pursued them from Amritsar, and found this situation: 

“The villages were assembled on the bank, flushed with their cass 
triumph over the mutineers, of whom some 150 had been shot. ebbed 
backwards into the river, and drowned inevitably; too weakened and famished as 
they must have been after their forty miles’ flight to battle with the flood... . 

“... The sun was setting in Golden splendour; and as the doomed men. 
with joined palms (begging for mercy), crowded down to the shore on the 
approach of the boats, one side of which bristled with about sixty muskets, 
besides sundry revolvers and pistols their long shadows were flung for athwart 
the gleaming waters. In utter despair, forty or fifty dashed into the stream...” 

The sepoys, being silly folk, jumped to the conclusion that Mr Cooper 
intended to give them a trial. 

“They evidently were possessed of a sudden and insane idea that they 
| were going to be tried by day court-martial, after some luxurious refreshment . . 

By midnight he had 282 prisoners in a bastion at the police station. There 
were also “numbers of camp-followers, who were left to be taken care of by the 
villagers.” “They pass out of the story, and no inquiry was ever made as to what 
happened to them.” 

The next day, Edward Thomson writes, the Mussalman troopers were 
sent to Amritsar to celebrate their “Bukra Eid”, in whose absence “a ceremonial 
Sacrifice of a different nature” was to be performed. 

i | 

Po 
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Further, it is written in the same book “The prisoners were pinioned, tied 

together, and brought out thus, in batches of ten, to be shot. They were filled with 

astonishment and rage when they harned their fate. 

“About 150 having been thus executed, one of the executioners swooned 

away (he was the oldest of the swooning party) and a little respite was allowed. 

Then proceeding, the number had arrived at 237; when the district officer was 

informed that the remainder refused to come out of the bastion, where they had 

been imprisoned temporarily, a few hours before . . . . The doors were opened, 

and. behold! Unconsciously the tragedy of Holwell’s Black Hole had been re- 

enacted . . . . Forty-five bodies, dead from fright, exhaustion, fatigue, heat, and 

partial suffocation, were dragged into light.” 

These, dead and dying, along with their murdered comrades, were 

thrown by the village sweepers into the “deep dry well” found for the purpose. 

In the same book we come across a meaningful remark, which was made 

by a British official on this inhuman incident. It says: 

“The sacrifice of five hundred villainous lives for the “murder of two 

English is a retribution that will be remembered.” 

Now we come to the recapture of Delhi and the cruelties and inhuman 

act inflicted upon the inhabitants. 

The “Lahore Chronicle” announces the'capture of Delhi in such words as 

follows:— 
A Correspondent writes “This morning, the 16th, the whole of Delhi, | 

believe, is entirely in the hands of the British.” 

(September 19, 1857, p. 600) 

According to an editorial “The Wire has silently flashed the intelligence 

of the capture of the Imperial City, and the canon has belched forth its noisy 

announcement of the fact, in fire and smoke.” 
(September 23 1857, p. 609) 

In the words of an official news “The capture of the city of Delhi, of the 

Palace, and the Port of Selimgurh, was completed yesterday. All honour to the 

noble Army, which under command of Major General Wilson, has affected this 

most inportant conquest, by which the widespread rebellion of the mutinous 

Bengal has received a complete defeat in Upper India.” 

(September 23, 1857, p. 606) 

“Lahore Chronicle” never reported that within a week after the siege of 

Delhi between four hundred and five hundred people were executed. We learn 

from “The Other Side of the Medal” that “The soldiers, inured to sights of horror, 

and inveterate against the sepoys, were said to have bullied the executioner to 

keep them along time hanging , as they liked to see the criminals dance 4 

‘Panadies’ hornpipe’, as they termed the dying struggles of the wretches.” 
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not in the most absurd way, catching flies and jabbering; others would say the 

most insolent and revolting things to the officers on the court-martial.” 

Edward Thompson further in his book tells us that this “government by 

gallows,” “supplemented by government by massacre . . . . was abundantly put 

into practice in the Mutiny, at Jhansi, Cawnpore, and Delhi with the justification 

of massacres to avenge and at Lucknow without this justification.” 

“At the time of the capture of Lucknow — a season of indiscriminate 

massacre — such distinction was not made, and the unfortunate who fell into the 

hands of our troops was made short work of — sepoy or Oude villager, it 

mattered not — no questions were asked; his skin was black, and did not that 

suffice? A piece of rope and the branch of a tree, or a rifle bullet through his 

brain. soon terminated the poor devil’s existence.” 

Here are a few other examples of the tortures the Indians especially the 

Muslims suffered at the hands of the “civilized” British. These are again taken 

from the book “The Other Side of the Medal”. On page 46, a military official 

says, “Late in the evening a Sikh orderly came to his tent, and, saluting said: “I 

think, sir, you would like to see what we have done to the prisoners.” Suspecting 

" the worse, he sprang up and rushed to the guard-room, and there witnessed the 

spectacle of these wretched Mohammadans’at their last gasp, tied to the ground 

stripped of their clothing. and deeply branded over every part of their bodies 

from head to foot with red-hot coppers. With his own hands he put an end to their 

agony by blowing out their brains.” 

In the same book “An eye-witness” tells how Sikhs and Europeans 

together, after repeatedly bayonetting a wounded prisoner in the face, burnt him 

alive over a slow fire : : 

“the horrible smell of his burning flesh as it cracked and blackened in 

the flames, rising up and poisoning the air — so in this nineteenth century, with 

its boasted civilisation and humanity, a human-being should be roasting and 

consuming to death, while Englishmen and Sikhs gathered in little knots around, 

looking calmly on. No one will deny, | think, that this man, at least, adequately 

expiated, by his frightful and cruel death, any crimes of which he may have been 

guilty.” ; 

Commenting upon the horrifying miseries inflicted upon the Indians, 

" Russel is quoted in the same book spying: 

“All these kinds of vindictive, unchristian, Indian torture, such as sewing 

Mohammadans in pig-skins, swearing them with pork-fat before execution, and 

burning their bodies, and forcing Hindoos to defile themselves, are diagraceful, 

and ultimately recoil in ourselves. They are spiritual and mental tortures to which 

we have no right to resort, and which we dare not perpetrate in the face of 

Europe”. 

A letter written by Lieutenant Roberts, later Lord Roberts of Kandahar, 

to his mother, quoted by Edward Thompson, says: ‘ 

“Well, the troops assembled at Jhelum, and we have come along this far, 

doing a little business on the road such as disarming Regiments and executing 
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| mutineers. The death that seems to have the most effect is being blown trom a 

gun. It is rather a horrible sight, but in these times we cannot be particular. Drum 

Head Courts-Martial are the order of the day in every station.” 

The purpose of this “business”, Roberts says. is to “show these rascally 

Mussalmans that, with God’s help, Englishmen will still be masters of India 

The “Lahore Chronicle” never reported such shametul instances and 

completely blacked-out and thus showed that it was a spokesmen of the 

imperialist tyrants alone. It had no sympathy for the miserable or love for justice 

It never appealed to the authorities to deal with the masses with justice 1 not wit! 

mercy. On the other hand it voiced the opinion of those who were in favour ot 

greater cruelty, burning of cities, murder of the masses and exclusion of Indians 

especially Muslims, trom all services. 

EDITORIAL COMMENTS 

The “Lahore Chronicle”, just like an ordinary newspaper. recorded 

events, and also expressed views on significant events. It also gave place to 

opinions expressed by its correspondents, which mostly mirrored the feelings of 
the entire British community residing in India. These editorial contents clearly 

reveal the fact that the “Lahore Chronicle” was an Anti-Muslim paper. Just like 
the entire British community, it blamed the Muslims for the bloodshed and chaos 

caused by the mutineers. This paper held the Muslims entirely responsible for the 

War of 1857. Accordingly, it occasionally expressed vile opinions about the 
Muslims and suggested ways and means by which Islam could be totally 
eliminated from the sub-continent and by which Muslim could be suppressed in 
every possible manner. 

Here are a few examples of the editorial comments and letters to the 
editor, which are very interesting to read. 

A correspondent named “No Quarter” wrote the following, suggesting 
that Delhi be raised to the ground. He says: 

“The time has come when an example should be made, the effects of 
which will remain for ages before the eyes of the natives; Delhi, that sink of all 

\ that is vile and treacherous and bad, should be razed to the ground and, as a city. 
» swept from the face of the earth: its ruins being left as a lasting memorial to 

generations yet to come... . Establish Martial Law throughout Bengal and its 
dependencies, and crush for ever, by the effectual example now made, the spirit 
of mutiny, which is so generally diffused. Of what importance to us in Delhi? We 
do not regard it as the capital of India. But the people do: Delhi and its puppets 
King is, and has even been, the rallying point for all the disaffected in the land. 
All eyes are turned to it even now, and our very servants do not hesitate to say 
that the English Rule is past, and that Delhi never will be retaken. By razing the 
city to the ground, and blotting Delhi from the map, the idea will at once go forth 
that the dynasty of the Mogul can never again, and that henceforth it had been 
decreed that the British shall rule supreme. As to the miscreant King and his 
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not in the most absurd way, catching flies and jabbering, others would say the 

most insolent and revolting things to the officers on the court-martial.” 

Edward Thompson further in his book tells us that this “government by 

gallows,” “supplemented by government by massacre .. - . was abundantly put 

into practice in the Mutiny, at Jhansi, Cawnpore, and Delhi with the justification 

of massacres to avenge and at Lucknow without this justification.” 

“At the time of the capture of Lucknow — a season of indiscriminate 

massacre — such distinction was not made, and the unfortunate who fell into the 

hands of our troops was made short work of — sepoy or Oude villager, it 

mattered not — no questions were asked: his skin was black, and did not that 

suffice? A piece of rope and ‘the branch of a tree, or a rifle bullet through his 

brain, soon terminated the poor devil’s existence.” 

Here are a few other examples of the tortures the Indians especially the 

Muslims suffered at the hands of the “civilized” British. These are again taken 

from the book “The Other Side of the Medal”. On page 46, a military official 

says. “Late in the evening a Sikh orderly came to his tent, and, saluting said: “I 

think, sir, you would like to see what we have done to the prisoners.” Suspecting 

"the worse. he sprang up and rushed to the guard-room, and there witnessed the 

spectacle of these wretched Mohammadans at their last gasp. tied to the ground 

stripped of their clothing, and deeply branded over every part of their bodies 

from head to foot with red-hot coppers. With his own hands he put an end to their 

agony by blowing out their brains.” 

In the same book “An eye-witness” tells how Sikhs and Europeans 

together, after repeatedly bayonetting a wounded prisoner in the face, burnt him 

alive over a slow fire :— : 

“ the horrible smell of his burning flesh as it cracked and blackened in 

the flames, rising up and poisoning the air — so in this nineteenth century, with 

its boasted civilisation and humanity, a human-being should be roasting and 

consuming to death, while Englishmen and Sikhs gathered in little knots around, 

looking calmly on. No one will deny, I think, that this man, at least, adequately 

expiated, by his frightful and cruel death, any crimes of which he may have been 

guilty.” 

Commenting upon the horrifying miseries inflicted upon the Indians, 

* Russel is quoted in the same book spying: 

“All these kinds of vindictive, unchristian, Indian torture, such as sewing 

Mohammadans in pig-skins, swearing them with pork-fat before execution, and 

burning their bodies, and forcing Hindoos to defile themselves, are diagraceful, 

and ultimately recoil in ourselves. They are spiritual and mental tortures to which 

we have no right to resort, and which we dare not perpetrate in the face of 

Europe”. 
A letter written by Lieutenant Roberts, later Lord Roberts of Kandahar, 

to his mother, quoted by Edward Thom
pson, says: 

“Well, the troops assembled at Jhelum, and we have come along this far, 

doing a little business on the road such as disarming Regiments and executing 
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mutineers. The death that seems to have the most effect is being blown trom a 

gun. It is rather a horrible sight, but in these mes we cannot be particular. Drum 

Head Courts-Martial are the order of the day in every station.” 
The purpose of this “business”, Roberts says. is to “show these rascally 

Mussalmans that, with God’s help, Englishmen will still be masters of India 

The “Lahore Chronicle” never reported such shametul instances and 
completely blacked-out and thus showed that it was a spokesmen of the 

imperialist tyrants alone. It had no sympathy for the miserable or love for justice 

It never appealed to the authorities to deal with the masses with justice He not wit) 

mercy. On the other hand it voiced the opinion of those who were in fayour of 

greater cruelty, burning of cities, murder of the masses and exclusion of Indians, 
especially Muslims, from all services. 

EDITORIAL COMMENTS 
The “Lahore Chronicle”, just like an ordinary newspaper, recorded 

events, and also expressed views on significant events. It also gave place to 

opinions expressed by its correspondents, which mostly mirrored the feelings of 
the entire British community residing in India, These editorial contents clearly 
reveal the fact that the “Lahore Chronicle” was an Anti-Muslim paper. Just like 

the entire British community, it blamed the Muslims for the bloodshed and chaos 

caused by the mutineers. This paper held the Muslims entirely responsible for the 
War of 1857. Accordingly, it occasionally expressed vile opinions about the 
Muslims and suggested ways and means by which Islam could be totally 
eliminated from the sub-continent and by which Muslim could be suppressed in 
every possible manner. 

Here are a few examples of the editorial comments and letters to the 
editor, which are very interesting to read. 

A correspondent named “No Quarter” wrote the following. suggesting 
| that Delhi be raised to the ground. He says: 

“The time has come when an example should be made, the effects of 
| which will remain for ages before the eyes of the natives; Delhi, that sink of all 

' | that is vile and treacherous and bad, should be razed to the ground and, as a city, 
“| swept from the face of the earth: its ruins being left as a lasting memorial to 

generations yet to come .. .. Establish Martial Law throughout Bengal and its 
dependencies, and crush for ever, by the effectual example now made, the spirit 
of mutiny, which is so generally diffused. Of what importance to us in Delhi? We 
do not regard it as the capital of India. But the people do: Delhi and its puppets 
King is, and has even been, the rallying point for all the disaffected in the land. 
All eyes are turned to it even now, and our very servants do not hesitate to say 
that the English Rule is past, and that Delhi never will be retaken. By razing the 
city to the ground, and blotting Delhi from the map, the idea will at once go forth 
that the dynasty of the Mogul can never again, and that henceforth it had been 
decreed that the British shall rule supreme. As to the miscreant King and his 
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dissolute dependants, — string them up and terminate the force of Mahommedan 

Royalty for ever.” 
(July 4, 1857, p. 419) 

Another correspondent, condemning Muslims, says “The Mahomedans, 

there is no shade of a doubt, are at the bottom of the whole business. They ought 

not to escape most severe punishment. They never can nor will change as long as 

they are Mahomedans . . . . This is the way how they express their gratitude, 

towards Great Britain for all sacrifices cheerfully made in supporting their rotten 

and cursed empire in Turkey which cannot stand, but must fall... What a loss of 

the flower of Britain’s nobility, strength, and what an expenditure of Britain’s 

wealth... . having hitherto expanded the money voted in Parliament by the 

strenuous efforts of a Wilberforce for education of the natives in India in 

instructing the Mahomedans in their own false demonical religion, an infernal 

faith of the dark bottomless pit... . Allow Christianity to raise her hand “which 

Government has not allowed her” to do hitherto. Tolerate no barbarian in 

whatever shape or form it may present itself, and put no hindrance into the way 

of native Christians, but remove all obstacles and precautions which are still 

going on today to an astonishing degree and extent.” 
(July 8, 1857, p. 427) 

Still another correspondent expressed *his opinion on appointments to 

high offices: 
He writes “. ... Our Government should take warning, and as there will 

no more be Native Comissioned Officers, so there should no native be placed in 

posts of such responsibility. None but Christians should be promoted to high 

situations. He may be a Native, or he may be an European, but I would give a 

preference to the latter, especially to one born and educated in India”. 

- _ while we govern the country by the power of the sword, it is 

absurd to carry on projects which will conduce to our destruction. We should 

remember that the musket with which we armed the sepoy has been used in the 

attempt to subvert the Government. I would vote that colleges and schools be 

abolished. The Teachers should be absorbed in the Army, or provided for by 

Civil Appointnents, either as Deputy Collectors, Civil Judges of the lower grades 

or clerks, according to their qualifications. The saving effected would be useful in 

augmenting the fund for the payment of European Troops.” 

“pS, — The missionaries should be compelled to banish English from 

their schools. The truths of the gospel, which alone they should be permitted to 

teach, can be as easily communicated by means of the vernaculars as any other 

language.” 
(July 22, 1857, p. 459) 

This correspondent appears to be deadly against the Muslims be given 

any employment and expresses his wrath and indignation against this particular 

section of the community. 
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. Perhaps if the legislator issued a preemptory Regulatin, prohibiting 

in future the employment of MAHIOMEDANS the object of the Government 

| would be attained... . OUR MOST BITTER ENEMIES. now in the present 

disaster, are those MAHOMEDANS whom we have patronized with the highest 

pay, pensions, appointments of trust, and responsibility No one who has the 
intimate knowledge of the prejudices of the ANTICHRIST MATHOMEDAN 

could ever place confidence in him.” 

“The intriguing Mahomedan joins the ery with the Tlindoo that 
Government wishes to interfere in their religion and prejudices by the erease on 

the cartridge, this is only to delude the fanatic Hindoo to violence and mutiny. thc 

Mahomedan is perfectly aware that his caste and religion are not to be violated 
by grease .... The fanatic Hindoo believes that his caste and religion are assailed 
by his employers. The scheming Mahomedan watching his weakness, tells him 
that he has to choose of two evils. To bite the cartridge and become a Christian or 
be blown away from the canon’s mouth, or end his days in jail with vions 
He is blind to the Mahomedan intrigue and scheme, and flights as a martyr, he 
fancies he is fighting for his soul, whereas in reality. he is assisting the 
Mahomedan to recover his empire: could the Hindoo only discover the 
Mahomedan scheme .. . . CEASE TO EMPLOY MAHOMEDANS and by 
removing the CAUSE the effects must cease.” 

(August 1, 1857, p. 483) 
The sepoys. who were disarmed before they could take part in the 

revolution, were equally punishable in the eyes of the Europeans. Speaking about 
them a correspondent named “A Constant Reader” said: 

“Brand them by all means, but on the forehead. so that Englishmen, and 
the native alike may know these men, and by this means let them suffer. . . 
Brand them M : 57 o nthe forehead . . . .” 

. brand them, transport them, shoot them if you will, but never allow 
these men to live peaceably in the land they have irrevocably disgraced. but 
proving themselves possessed of the worst qualities of man and brute. At Delhi. 
in the coming assault, let “death to the sepoy by the cry.” 

(August, 15, 1857, p. 521) 
Another correspondent, writing under the name “Fuqueer™ expresses his 

if thoughts: thus: 

. . the MAHOMEDANS are the chief instigators and 
PERPETRATORS. No one, I am sure, would now question that the present 
crisis, is a Mahomedan struggle for Empire, and not the grease on the 
CARTRIDGE. That Hindoos are participating in the mutiny no one denies, or 
justifies; but I would again repeat “let not the CAUSE be mistaken.” If 
Mahomedans are at the bottom of the plot, they are the CAUSE, and surely 
justice should visit them more severely, than those they have so cleverly gulled 
into the belief, that a kind, merciful, and honourable Government intended to 
outrage their religion and caste.” 

August. 19, 1857, p. 523) 
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The same correspondent, that is “A Fuqueer”, a few days later writes: 

ean it for a moment now be doubted or questioned, that the 

Mahomedans are the instigators and secret designers of this awful crisis: Can the 

authorities after such uequivocal proof manifested in the length and breadth of 

India ever venture to employ these ANTI-CHRISTS at the risk of the Empire? It 

is rumoured that the Lieut-Governor at Agra has prohibited Mahomedans being 

employed in the Public Offices, even in menial capacities. Would to God that the 

Highest Ruling Power in India, aided by the Council, would legislate the same 

for all India.” 
(August 26, 1857, p. 543) 

A month later we conie across a very powerful editorial note under the 

heading “Our Policy”. Here are some extracts from it:— 

“We have had the neutrality policy in religion, and our wise men relied 

upon that as the security of our rule. Practically, this policy . . . . has proved a 

total failure. The fanatic and Christian-hating Mussalman has succeeded in 

rousing the bigoted Brahmin into a religious fury against us, and in uniting the 

Hindoo sepoy with the Faithful into a bloody conspiracy, utterly to root out the 

hated Feringees from the land . . . This old neutrality policy must be given up for 

good. and no hankering, after it must be allowed to sway our councils for the 

future.” : 

“Then there is the balancing policy. Nicely and cleverly to balance 

Hindoos against Mahomedans, and Mahomedans against Hindoos, was 

considered the security of the army and the safety of the empire. But this has also 

proved a broken reed.” 

“To these may be added the educational policy . . . It was thought 

sufficient to teach the Natives some of the Western learning in order to befriend 

and write them to us; and to make them useful and trustworthy officials. But this 

has also failed.” 

“There remains therefore no other but the Christian Policy, the country 

must be held by a Christian army and must be governed by Christians. All 

reliance upon the natives, Hindoos or,Mussalmans, for one or the other of these 

functions must be given up for ever; helps they may be. but never again rulers in 

any form. ... They (the Government) should discontinue every countenance and 

support of idolatry and Mahomedanism, given hitherto but too willingly, both 

directly and indirectly; they should remove every obstacle, standing in the way of 

the spread of Christianity and of the conversion of the natives; introduce the 

Bible into their schools and colleges and allow Christian instruction to be given 

to allow those pupils who are inclined to receive it.” 

This is followed by a suggestion to make the cities,where the main 

battles were fought, and even those, which were guilty of sympathising with the 

mutineers, to pay for the damages done to public and private property during the 

rebellion. In this connection the same editorial says, “and as the Mahomedans 
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appear to have been the principal instigators and actors, they should be made o 

pay the heavier penalty and bear the greater share of the contribution.” 

“) 2. punish the whole of the Mussalman population of the North West 

and Bengal Provinces. This could be done by laying a tax upon them for the nent 

ten years, called the Mutiny Tax. It should be a capitation tax, levied from every 

The Lahore Chronicle 

male.” 
“all the mutinous sepoys, together with the ether rebels. should be 

sold into slavery. Now this is not a bad idea The West Indian and other 

colonies are much in want of labourers, and have been constantly trying to vet 

those from the surplus population of India. It would be a kind of transportation 

for life, with hard labour, only with this difference that such a measure would 

save the country all expenses and might perhaps even yield a balance in tayour of 

the state... .” 
(Our Policy — Sept. 26, 1857. p. 617) 

On appointment (made by Mr. Halliday) of Ameer Ali as Assistant to the 

Special Commissioner, with the power of a Deputy Commissioner, the “Lahore 

Chronicle” wrote:— 
“. Now Mr. Halliday must have been aware of many of these cases; he 

must have been aware that this rebellion is of Mahomedan growth: he must 

surely, with his 32 years’ service, have learnt something of the Native character: 

he must, unless he wilfully shut his eyes, have seen the never dying fanatical 

spirit of the followers of the Prophet: he must have known that it is not safe to 

trust them. Then in the name of common sense, why has he bestowed a post of 

much power and responsibility on one of the race... . The Mahomedan 

population of Hindoostan has thrown off the mask so long worn: the disguise has 

fallen off from them, and they stand declared in all their cruel hideousness 

“Mahomedan” in Hindoostan ought to be a synomine for parish — outcast. and 

as such, should cause the rejection of all holding the creed. As a body, they are 

implicated in the rebellion, and a body, let them suffer.” 

(September 30, 1857. p. 624) 

The Europeans in India continued to express opinions for the total 
elimination of Islam and imposition of Christianity. They also kept) on 

condemning Muslims for the rebellion of 1857. One of them wrote a very long 

letter, which contained insulting, hideous remarks about the Holy Quran. Apart 
from this he said: 

“ 

t 
| 

In respect to education, my opinion is that under existing 
circumstances to continue educating a native without ingrafting in him the 

principle of our religion is simply absurd and opposed to Christianity, for if our 
tenets be not imbibed by him the inveteracy, which exists, | again reiterate, will 
never cease. A Moslem clings to his faith with an extraordinary degree of 

superstition and bigotry, and to war against every Kafir, an injunction, 
unanimously imbibed under the solemn belief of securing an immediate 
introduction to the ineffable delights of paradise, is not shunned or dreaded as an 
evil; but is considered as the supermost possible moral act which can be 
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performed in strict obedience to the TENETS of HIS FAITH: and alas! has not 

this been too plainly verified, to our cost, in the never-to-be-forgotten MUSLIM 

REBELLION of 1857?” 
(November, 11, 1857, p. 720) 

That the “Lahore Chronicle” was in favour of annihilation of the natives 

is evident from the following editorial comment: 

“Why has every village not been scoured and cleansed of their vile 

population? . . . . The head of every house, where Engliah property is found, 

should be hanged and the head-man of the village also; unless some systematic 

and stern policy be carried out, no real punishment will be inflicted.: 

(November 14, 1857, p. 728) 

Another editorial says: * 

“But Delhi must be razed to the ground . . . . The great city reduced to a 

wilderness would form a striking monument . . . Delhi will again be a place 

where Mahomedans may live and the memorials of their former splendour being 

all round them, they may once more plot and scheme for its revival.” 

“Considering all these we cry again “A bloody revenge”. The village at 

which a single gibe has been cast at a fugitive Englishmen, no matter how 

humble his situation, to be burnt to the grougd and all found within it destroyed. 

Say and spare not. Let our bayonets now run more so it shall be ages before an 

English woman’s blood again stains the murderer’s knife.” 

(November 18, 1857, p. 738) 

All this shows that the “Lahore Chronicle” was a rabidly anti-Muslim 

paper. Its editorial consents as well as the letters which appeared in its issues — 

all aimed at total elimination of Islam from the sub-continent and demanded 

severe action against the Muslims. Though the Europeans knew that the Hindus 

had also taken part in the rebellion, they still condemned Muslims a great deal 

more than the Hindus. 

GAGGING ACT OF 1857 

After the annexation of Oudh in 1856, the widespread unemployment 

made the national press adept a bitter tone. The Kohinoor of Lahore though 

following a very cautious policy indulged in  srong criticism. Elsewhere 

particularly in Delhi, Lucknow and Calcutta, the national press expressed open 

resentment against some of the steps taken by the administration. The English 

language press demanded action against the “native press.” The “Mofussilite” of 

Agra urged upon the authorities to impose pre-censorship. The “Bengal Harkaru” 

also demanded some check on these papers saying that their influence among 

natives was great. 

When the 1857 Revolt began, the entire English Press was unanimous in 

demanding action against the national language press and as a result was 

promulgated the Act of June 1857 to regulate the establishment of printing 

presses and to restrain the circulation of printed books and papers. Popularly 
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known as the Gagging Act, it re-introduced the main features of the Adam 
Licensing Regulation of 1823. The Act prohibited the keeping or using of 
printing press without a licence from the Government, which assumed. the 
discretionary powers to grant and revoke licenses at its pleasure. It conferred on 
Government the power to ban the publication or circulation of any new spaper 
book or other printed matter. The act remained in force fora year and it covered 
all publications throughout India without distinction of languave 

The reason given for imposing the Gagging Act. which was directed 
against the native press, was in the words of Lord Canning. the Gov ernor-Cienral 

| of British India: 
“I doubt whether it is fully understood or known to what audacious 

extent sedition has been poured into the hearts of the native population of India 
within the last few weeks under the guise of intelligence supplied to them by the 
native newspapers. 

“It has been done sedulously, cleverly, artfully. Facts have been grossly 
misrepresented — so greatly, that, with educated and informed minds. the very 
extravagance of the misrepresentation must compel discredit 

“In addition to perversion of facts, there are constant villifications of the 
Government, false assertions of its purposes and unceasing attempts to sow 
discontent and hatred between it and its subjects...” 

However, the European Press wa not exempted from the Operation of the 
new legislation because, according to Lord Canning, certain things app€ar in the 
European newspapers “which, though perfectly innocuous so far as European 
readers are concerned, may, at times like the persent, be turned to the most 
mischievous purposes in the hands of people capable of dressing them up for the 
native ear.” 

The entire English-language press protested against the legislation not 
because it impinged upon the freedom of the press but because it covered the 
English-language press as well. They believed in freedom of the press for the 
Englishman. 

The conditions imposed under the Act by the Judicial Commissioner of 
Punjab were as follows :— 

“That no seditious articles shall be published, whether original or copied 
\ | from other papers; likewise disastrous reports not known to be authentic, which 

are calculated to cause alarm or excitement, and that even when the truth of these 
| may be established, if they be of a character likely to stimulate disaffection or 
} | create distrust among the native community, that a reference be made to the local 
|) | Authorities before committing them to print.” 

Just like the rest of the Anglo-Indian Press, the “Lahore Chronicle” 
expressed wrath at this step of the Government. In the issue dated July 11, 1857, 
there is an editorial, in which the Gagging Act has been criticized as ‘a rash step” 
and “a very ill-judged one.” Dwelling upon the voluntary self-restriction on the 
part of the Press, “Lahore Chronicle” says: 
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“That a large portion of the native press has been actively engaged in 

promoting conspiracy and rebellion, we have proof, but it is very shallow 

reasoning to argue that, because the Native Press, or a portion of it, is seditious, 

therefore th Anglo-Indian Press should be gagged.” 

Further the editorial says: “News — that journals may refrain from 

publishing, under the fear of the 5000 rupees and two years’ imprisonment 

Clause — will be circulated in every Bazar with the most absurd exaggerations. 

This we know from experience. Further, the Natives, — who doubtless seek to 

know what news is published in the free English journals in the country — will 

cease to put any faith in the intelligence they may circulate, knowing they are 

indirectly controlled by the authorities. Consequently Bazar reports will look up 

in public estimation, and we all know how mischievous they often are.” 

“Lahore Chronicle” objected ‘to giving absolute power to “captious” 

officials and concluded by expecting of the authorities in the Punjab “blessed 

with liberal and far-seeing ideas” to allow this paper a continued life. 

(in: Coverage of the National Struggle of 1857 in the Lahore Chronicle. By 

Rukhsana Khurshid. Typeseript copy. Journalism Department, University of the 

Punjab, 1970) 
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