
‘ALLAMA FAZL-I-HAQQ 

THE STORY OF THE WAR OF 
INDEPENDENCE, 1857-58 

The Story of the War of Independence! by *Allamah baz! I-Haqay is a short but extremely interesting and authentic account of one cf the most 
important’ problems of our history. Besides being an eye-witness and a participator in some of the events related by him the author belonged to the elite of the Dihli society in the last days of the Mughul Empire. He was Widely respected for his learning and scholarship and had attained eminence as a teacher 
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan’s seemingly fulsome eulogy” of the “Allamah js not devoid of truth. The Story and two Qasidahs relating to the War ot Independence were composed during the imprisonment of the “Allamah in the Andaman Islands. There were no books to study or refer to and every word had to be written from memory. He had no Paper to write upon and had to scribble down his sentences on loose and small chits or torn pieces of cloth. Nevertheless he could manage to send these compositions to his son, Mawlana * \bd-al-Haqq. through a co-prisoner, Mufti ‘Inayat Ahmad of Kakuri, who was fortunate enough to have been released at the recommendation of a European officer 

The style of the ‘Allamah is unique and is characterized by a frequent and abundant use of synonyms and antonyms on the one hand and the crowding together in the same sentence of the various derivatives of the same root.’ In fact \the Story like other works of the ‘Allamah is an excellent piece of Arabic iliterature and cannot be easily subjected to a faithful translation in another ‘language. It has not therefore been possible to import into this rendering the ‘beauty and the elegance of the original, but an effort has been made to remain as near the text as was practicable. The reader will not only know the thoughts and ideas of the author but will also be able to appreciate the extent of emphasis i hich he wants to lay on a particular fact or aspect of the problem. Besides 

The Arabic text with Urdu translation and an account of the author’s life was published by Maualana Muhammad “Abd-al Shahid Khan Shirwani_ in 1947, under the title Baghi Hindustan. The author has not given any title to his work. It has been referred to as Risalah-i- Ghadriyah or Fitnat-al-Hindiyah. | fiave called it The Story of the War because the author refers to his account as qissah. 
See Athar-al-Sanadid. 
Tam grateful to Mr Zikriya Mail for his help in the translation of the Arabic text 
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tendencies peculiar to writers primarily interested in literary style the ‘Allamah 

was faced with another consideration. In the post-1857 period no Indian could © 

afford to write on the War of Independence unless it was with the object of # 

presenting the movement as a mutiny against the Government, and much less a | 

‘war-criminal’ who had been condemned to transportion for life for signing the 

fatwa for jihad. The ‘Allamah has therefore resorted to writing his history in 

almost an enigmatic style, avoiding actual names of places and persons. When 

mentioning, for instance, Mawlana Ahmad-allah, the great organizer of the 

movement he refers to him as the person having the same name 
as the Prophet. 

The ‘Allamah’s account of the War is brief, but it is a masterly survey of | 

the fight for freedom in the Delhi - Lucknow area. An eminent scholar, gifted | 

with penetrating judgment and a keen power of observation his criticism on the 

actions and behaviour of persons involved in the movement is judicious and \ 

convincing. His remarkable analysis of the circumstances which led to the | 

capture of Dihli by the British needs careful examination in the light of the 

details of facts and events. It is difficult not to agree with him that the hasty, 

almost sudden, collapse of resistance in the capital was the result of the }) 

Emperor’s flight to the tomb of Humayun. Many a movement has collapsed as a : 

result of one wrong step taken by the leader; Bahadur Shah and his countrymen 4 

had to pay a heavy penalty for his refusal to accept Bakht Khan’s advice.’ 

Equally important is the ‘Allamah’s reference to the attitude of the Hindus, who 

began withdrawing from the struggle as soon as they saw that the fortunes of war 

were changing in favour of the British. 
. 

The importance of the Story is obvious. It is not only an eyewitness . 

account of the war but is one of the few contemporary documents which present 

the movement in its true perspective. The desire—in fact the need—of launching 

a movement for regaining independence was born of two sets of causes 

ic! ‘Allamah Fazl-i-Haqq makes a reference 
politico-religious and socio-econom| 

to both. His references are undoubtedly brief but for students of history they are 

have an opportunity of writing the 
useful and interesting. It is a pity he did not 

history of the movement in detail. 

* * * * * 

In the name of Allah the Benevolent, the Merciful 

All praises are due to Allah from Whom can we have great expectation 

for deliverance without delay from calamities, frustration and afflictions, amt 

hopes for rewards to those who emerge successful from trial through tl 

bestowal of His blessings and to those who call Him by His most gracioll 

Bakht Khan had advised the old Emperor to leave the Capital and reassemble his forces 

reorganize them in the open country. 
4 

. : rH 

The wester writers have emphasized the military causes, 

or the other of these two groups. 

but in fact they were covered by of 
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names, particularly the oppressed and the distressed ones while beimy tested 

through misfortunes and maladies. 

j And may peace be upon that excellent: person (Holy Prophet). the 

| announcer of good news and the giver of warning, whose prophethood was 
\ prophesied by the earlier prophets and whose recommendation is hoped for 
) ending the calamities and epidemics, the removal of the darkness of the tyranny 

of the enemies and protection against fatal diseases and the curse of bad luck! 

May peace be upon his descendants who were noble and generous chic! 

| and leaders and upon his great companions who were strong (ayainst the infidels) 

| and gentle-hearted towards their own people particularly upon his truce caliplis! 

| May the blessings of God be upon him (Prophet) and upon them for as long as 
| the angels remain busy in praising the Almighty in the heavens and the orbits and 
the ships continue sailing on the waves and the seas! 

This book of mine is no doubt the work of a heart-broken and suffering 
prisoner’ who is sighing for what has been lost to him, who is afflicted with 
every kind of injury, who has no power of bearing hardship even fora short time, 
and who is entertaining hopes of deliverance through (the grace of) his God for 
Whom it is very easy. He, in spite of his having lived in plenty and ease from the 
time of his birth, is now in fetters and in preplexity and trapped in a snare. but he 
expects his God, through prayers which are accepted, afflictions. He is in the grip 
of great misfortunes and bad luck and is in the custody of a frowning tyrant who 
has deprived him of all that he had of beauty and style in fashion and dress, and 
has put him to test by forcing him to live in the valleys of sorrows and in the 
narrow prisons which are places where dark sufferings assemble 

Considering the domineering ways of the jailor, the harsh and hard- 
hearted usurper, he is despaired of his deliverance, but he has not lost hope in the 
grace of his God. He is humble and compliant, sick and dejected, and is in the 
prison of a mischievous and fiendish (person). He is perplexed, and has become 
incapable of acting by his own power and miserable on account of the tyranny of 
a cruel, arrogant, quarrelsome and _ ill-natured person. He is needy and 
disappointed and is put to so severe a trial through adversities as is beyond the 
iguess of one who guesses. He has been deceived and cannot ask for what he 
wants, is in embarrassment due to the severest imprisonment and blood-pouring 
misery. He is in the detention of a white-faced, black-hearted, blue-eyed, stern- 

looking, red-haired, inconstant and dissimulating person. This fellow has 
deprived him (author) of what he had from clothes and has clad him in the 
~ coarsest garments and the roughest possible dress. Therefore, he (author) is 
“\jhelpless, uneasy and terrified, and has thrown himself on the mercy of his God. 
a, has been separated completely from his family by imprisonment and is 

earning for them. He is a litigant whose case was decided without a prosecutor 
T accuser. He is ashamed before and helpless for all his friends or servants. His 

This brief account was written by the ‘Allamah when he was undergoing imprisonment in the 
Andamans. 
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arms have been weakened by the severest blows. He is dejected, lonely and 

forlorn and subjected to drudgery; he has been exiled from his country and town. 

He is distressed, afflicted, and in banishment, he has been made to suffer, and 

separated from his family and children. The tyrant oppresses him and maltreats 

him and has kept his family and neighbours away from him; he has been isolated 

from them. He (the tyrant) has imprisoned him, coerced him and depressed him 

by putting him to all sorts of hardships because of his staunchness and zeal for 

his faith (iman) and Islam and for his having the reputation of being one of the 

most learned and famous scholars. By this the tyrant aimed at removing the 

traces of learning and destroying the banner of knowledge, even from the pages 

of paper. ‘ 

This was due to the painful event. which has rendered the cities and 

towns desolate and made them the targets of the aims of disasters and which has 

brought lightning and thunderbolts from the clouds of misfortunes on their 

residents. It was a calamity which turned the nobles into beggars and destitutes, 

and the kings® into prisoners and slaves. 

The story of this event is now related. 

The early British Christians having seized the territories, the countries 

and the towns and villages of India, (Hind Pakistan) had filled their hearts with 

hidden grudge. They captured her borders and frontiers and éncircled her rear 

and front parts completely; they humiliated thoroughly all her respected chiefs, 

not leaving even one who could raise his head in defiance. They decided upon 

converting to Christianity all her people and inhabitants, including her nobles and 

chiefs, leaders and prominent persons and servants, as well as her noted and 

common people, thinking that helpless as they had become they would find no 

friend or helper and would have no way of escape or goal other than submission.” 

This was being done with one object only; (it was) that all the people 

should become infidels like them, following the same religion, and there should 

remain no difference between sections of the population belonging to separate 

faiths: because on account of their political ideas they thought that the differences 

between followers of various religions and communities would be the strongest 

i‘ The ‘Allamah refers to his case only but he is in fact trying to make out the point that the 

in mind that the 

‘ulama were particularly victimized. To appreciate this point one has to bear i 

first half of the nineteenth century was a period of brisk missionary activity. The ‘ulama had 

to meet the challenge of the Christian missionaries. Some of them placed a prominent role in 

the War of Independence. For the activities of some of the leading Christian missionaries, 

particularly Pfander, see Sir William Muir, The Mohammedan Controversy (Edinburgh, 1897), 

pp. 13, 20. 32, et. seq. It is obvious that jailor, usurper, tyrant and other terms of a similar 

nature are used for the Company’s Government. 

Ac 515 Aadly 

8 Obviously this refers to Bahadur Shah. 

° This view is correct. We have contemporary and recorded evidence to show what the trends of 

the ideas and expectations of the British officers and other servants of the Company on this 

question were in the pre-1857 period. Macaulay, for instance, betrays these feelings in a letter: 

“if our plans of education are followed up, there will not be a single idolator among the 

respectable classes in Bengal thirty years hence.” 
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of the causes of disruption of the continuance of their domination and 
government and that they would become a source of revolution in the countries 
and states. They left no stone unturned and tried their utmost to bring to an end 
the various religious (excepting Christianity) by iny enting devices. They 
established schools in towns and cities in order to teach books of their language 
and faith to the children and illiterate adults. They wiped out of existence the 
centres of knowledge and learning and madrasahs and institutions hich had 
been established in earlier days.'" 

Having seized power they decided to bring under their hold the variou 
sections of the people by controlling eatables, by taking possession of the cars of 
corn and grain and giving the peasants and cultivators cash in lieu of their rights 
of farming. Their object was not to allow the poor men and villagers a tree hand 
in buying and selling grain. By giving preference to their own people they 
wanted to control the cheapening or raising of the rates so that the people of God 
might submit to their (Christian's) policy of monopolies, and their dependence on 
them (Christians) for their requirements might force them to meet the purpose of 
the Christians and their supporters, and the desires and ambitions which they had 
in their hearts and the mischiefs and evils which they had concealed in their 
minds, as for instance, forbidding the Muslims to circumcize their boys and 
remove purdah from among their ladies and wives and the abolition of the 
observance of the commands of the firm Faith. 

They started their machinations by making the Hindu and Muslim sepoys 
give up their (religious) rites and practices and leading them astray from the path 
of their religions and faiths, because they were under the impression that if the 
brave sepoys would agree to denouncing and changing their religion and obeying 
their orders then the others (civil population) would not dare to recoil (disobey) 
because of the fear of chastisement and punishment. 

(Accordingly) they forced Hindu soldiers, who were in overwhelming 
Majority to taste the fat of the cow and the Muslims who were in a minority to 
taste the fat of the pig. Thus each of the two peoples (fariqgayn), in order to 

'° Besides the account given by Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan in his well-known Causes of the Indian 
} Revolt we have a vast amount of contemporary and nearly contemporary evidence in support 

of the argument of the “Allamah. Of the activities of the poineer Christian missionaries, Carey, 
Marshman and Ward the Literary Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. (India and Ceylon) writes: “They 
laid great stress on education, and opened numerous schools around them for both boys and 
girls......... They were most eager to send out native missionaries to preach throughout the 
country............” Again he says, “In missions these decades (1828-70) are marked chiefly by 
great activity in education, especially in English education, and by a brilliant dev elopment of missionary method in many directions.” (Farquhar, Modern Religious Movements in India, pp 
(14-19). 

It is interesting to note that “certain British officers, indeed, preached the Gospel to their 
men with the enthusiasm of Cromwell’s Ironsides. - (CHL, vol. VL, p. 173.) 

Sir Sayyid Ahmad has referred to and given in extenso the Urdu translation of E. 
Edmund’s circular letter containing an appeal to the people of the sub-continent to accept 
Christianity. See Risalah-i-Asbab-i-Baghawat-i-Hind (edited by Dr. Mahmud Husain, 
Karachi), pp. 45-49. 
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safeguard their faith and religion left the path of obedience. They began to 

murder, loot and kill their officers (tarkhan) and chiefs. Amongst these were 

those who did evil things and went beyond limits and committed excesses and 

cruelties. The children and women were also killed. They earned degradation and 

disgrace by murdering women and disrepute and dishonour by killing c
hildren. 

The forces who had risen in revolt set out from their cantonments after 

murdering their commanders and officers. Laxity and chaos found their way into 

the functioning of the government officers, and disturbance and disorder spread 

along the roads; law and order broke down; mischief resulting from mutual 

enmities between the people became rampant, and ruin began to spread over 

cities and countryside. : 

Many of these troops reached Dihli, the capital, which was a famous and 

thickly populated city and had been the home of the majority of Timur’s 

descendants. They made their Amir (Emperor) the person who had been their 

ruler formerly.'' He had his own wazir2 and staff; he was advanced in years but 

was inexperienced; he was very old and was, in reality, governed by his wife and 

wazir. The said wazir was a high authority but in fact he was a friend of the 

Christians and had excessive love for them and was a bitter enemy of their 

opponents. The same was the case with some of the members of his (Emperor’s) 

family; some of these were near to him and his throne and were in his 

confidence. They did as they liked, and acted according to their own views, 

making at the same time a show of obedience to him. He was so completely 

devoid of experience that he knew nothing and did not do but strange things. He 

issued no orders according to his independent opinion and could not understand 

(what was) good and (what was) evil. He could not decide anything openly or in 

secret, and had no power of doing harm or good to any one. 

This was the state of affairs when there arose a party of strong and brave 

Muslims for jihad and fighting after having asked for a fatwa from the pious 

‘ulama and their (‘ulama’s) declaration that jihad had become obligatory in 

accordance with the fatwas of the authoritative imams. 

In the meanwhile this inexperienced Amir appointed as officers of the 

army some of his sons!’ and grandsons who were stupid, dishonest and coward. 

They hated honest and wise persons. They had never witnessed a battle nor had 

they any experience of the blows of swords and lances. They selected men from 

the gutter for their society and consultation. These inexperienced fellows 

drowned themselves in the ocean of luxuries and extravagance and submerged 

themselves in the flood of debauchery. They were poverty-stricken and 

i 

‘| The revolutionary forces entered Dehli on 11 May, 1857. Bahadur Shah was proclaimed 

Emperor on the same day. 

2 This refers to Ahsanullah Khan. 

3 The ‘Allamah’s verdict is to be accepted as incontrovertible because he was closely associated 

with the Emperor and his court. 

'$ Mirza Mughul was the commander-in-chief of the revolutionary forces, see Kaye and 

Malleson, History of the Indian Mutiny, (London, 1899), vol. V, p- 327: 
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| (suddenly) they became opulent; when they became opulent they took to a life of 

| dissipation. They obtained enormous sums from the people under the pretest of 

) securing provisions for the army but did not give anything to any one belonging 

to the army and ate themselves all that they got. The leading-most of the 

| prostitutes made them negligent in the matter of leading the rebel forces and thei 

association with mistresses kept them from marching in the nizht with the army 

The abundance of luxuries and enjoyments rendered them neglecthul and made 

them stay behind the vanguard; their cowardliness and mean anxieties, hidden in 

their hearts, made them withdraw trom taking a firm position in the centre of the 

army; misfortune kept them away from the right wing, while gambling and 

luxury kept them from remaining in the right wing, and their vulgar companions 

prevented them from marching along with the rear guard. Such is always the case 

of a person who is given the charge of a great campaign in spite of his incapacity 

and on whom is placed a heavy burden despite his being devoid of strength. [hey 

passed their nights in sleeping and their days in intoxication. When they woke up 

and came to their senses they felt embarrassed and amazed. 

(Ultimately) the forces of the Christians attacked them and climbing over 

a lofty hill'® they turned their faces towards the city. They surrounded it, dug 

trenches around it and set up ballistas over it. They threw balls from them 
towards the city on its wall and its houses and buildings, which fell as if they 

were meteors and thunderbolts. 

The forces of the rebels were in different groups and had adopted 
different ways. Some of them obeyed no one, while others had no place of 
refuge: some had their strength reduced because poverty and starvation had kept 
them from active service in the war; some had been prevented from fighting by 
their loot; some of them fled because their hearts were full of fear, some of them 
exceeded all bounds in wickedness and committed adultery, selecting from the 
prostitutes as they liked; some of them felt ashamed of putting on red woolen 
uniform to join the ranks of soldiers. Nevertheless there was one section among 
them which exhibited courage and fought the Christians, met and attacked them. 

The Christians becoming enfeebled and humiliated, requested the Hindus 
of the west for help and begged their assistance in war.'° They sent large numbers 
of soldiers and considerable supplies of war in successive batches within the 
minimum period. So, the Christians assembled in large numbers their own forces 
and those of their allies on the said hill for a fierce onslaugth. Among their forces 
were their white-faced soldiers and their mercenaries who were drawn from the 
base and mean Hindus and from those Muslims who had turned apostates on 
account of their friendship with the Christians in spite of their faith and had sold 
their din for a very low price. 

a 

The famous Ridge on which the British forces had encamped. For its description and military 
operations during the War of Independence, see Fanshawe: De/hi—Past and Present, pp. 77- 
85. 
This seems to refer to the Sikhs States. 
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Thousands of the residents of the city also were in sympathy with the 

Christians. The entire Hindu population was with them. But the Muslims were 

divided: some of them detested the Christians and some were their supporters, 

being very firm in their sympathy for them. They tried their utmost to break the 

revolutionary forces by their tricks and deceptive devices, make ineffective the 

power of the Mujahidin and uproot them, and then scatter and disrupt them. No 

stone was left unturned by them in this respect. 

The Christians then started assaulting the city and its gates and attacked 

their keepers and guards. The Mujahids who were present there and a section of 

the forces were stopping them from entering in the city. They encountered the 

Christian attacks and stood between themselves and their (enemy’s) efforts. Both 

the parties were busy day and night fighting bravely, on horse and on foot. 

Fighting with varying fortunes continued for four months successively.” 

_The enemy, in spite of his great strength, vast numbers and extensive 

preparations could find no way and had no power to enter the city. Whenever the 

besieging forces attacked they were repulsed and whenever they advanced they 

were pushed back. The strong and brave Ghazi-Mujahids offered severe 

resistance and put up a strong fight against them. They kept their feet firm even 

in hot encounters and met every body whe tried to advance forward. Many of 

them tasted the honey of martyrdom and attained high ranks of good fortune 

(Sa‘adat). “And for those who do good is good (reward) and more than this.”"® 

Ultimately there remained only a small party of Mujahidin who passed 

the nights in hunger, but rushed to fight at dawn, and waged war against the 

enemy. They together with a company of the forces guarded the wall of the city 

and stopped the enemy’s entry through breaches until one night a party of 

soldiers was appointed to stay in an ambush and watch, in front of the hill. These 

fellows were born cowards and were timid, accustomed to living in ease and 

lethargy. They disarmed themselves and fell asleep. The enemy launched a night 

attack, seized their arms and killed them and made these sleepers sleep in a way 

that they could never rise. 

When the Christians captured this ambush and entered therein they set up 

ballistas in a large number for pulling down the wall close to it, demolishing the 

ramparts and opening ths gate in its front. They showered continuously heavy 

balls throughout the day and night. The wall of the city was breached and 

cracked, and openings became apparent in the wall and the ramparts. The gate 

was demolished and sources (of defence) were cut short; the curtain rose. None 

from among the soldiers was able to stand or sit there, nor could anyone peep 

from or ascend over the wall. Any one who tried to peep from it was shot and fell 

into the ditch. 

‘7 The revolutionary forces had entered the capital in May, but the siege and assaults commenced 

in June. The imperial palace was captured by the British on September 20. 

'§ Holy Qur'an, 10:26. 
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After this the Christians deceived the defenders and played a trick. They 
sent a division of their forces in front of another gate, so that (their opponents) 
should think that the other gate was being attacked. The MAyasidy and a section 
of the forces, therefore, busied themselves in fighting and resisting them: they 
were thus deceived by this trick and the device of the Christians. A party of the 
Christians and their forces then entered through the gate they had broken and the 
wall and the rampart which they had demolished. They found there none of the 
defenders, or fighters nor those who could resist, check. stop or fight them [hey 
entered the houses of those who had already become the supporters of the 
Christians. They (the supporters) raised walls in their houses for their protection 
and hurried to entertain them with whatever food they had prepared for them 
They fed them to satisfaction with meat and milk and supplied them with all they 
needed. They opened holes in the walls and shut the doors to enable them to fire 
guns and guard themselves against those who were likely to attack them 
Whenever any citizen or soldier was sighted by them they shot him dead and 
their opponents found no way to strike, at them. They would wait for an 
opportunity to enter the other houses as well, so that they might utilise them like 
the houses of their friends for rest during the night and day. But whenever these 
cursed ones appeared or were found anywhere they were caught and killed. So 
wherever they feared they would meet any fighter or opponent they did not come 
out but rarely. Nevertheless, they were receiving continuous help from the ridge, 
which was coming to them through every Christian-loving Hindu. 

Thus there remained no place for protection in the city, nor was there any 
ruler, because the King along with his sons and family had gone to a tomb 
situated at a distance of three miles from the city.'” He was obedient to his wife 
and his treacherous ‘amil (wazir)*’ who had completely deluded him by his 
falsehoods and calumnies. He used to entice him by saying that the Christians 
after having gained victory would treat him well and would restore him to power 

Humayun’s Tomb. 
“When at last, on the 19th, the Burn bastion had been captured, the Commander-in-Chief, the 
old artillery Subahdar, Bakht Khan, represented to the King that his only way of safety lay in 
flight; he begged him to accompany the sipahi army, which still remained intact, and with it to 
renew the war in the open country. That was the course which the descendant of Babur. had he 
been young. would have undoubtedly followed. But.........the King was persuaded to reject the 
bold counsels of his general and to accept those of his Queen and courtiers.” G. B. Malleson. 
The Indian Mutiny, 309. Of course Malleson has suppressed the very important fact that the 
Queen and ths chief courtier, whom the *Allamah describes as the treacherous ‘amil, were in 
league with the British and were acting as their agents and spies. 

Of the perfidious acts of Ahsanullah Khan one may be mentioned by way of illustration. 
“At three o'clock,” writes Munshi Jeewan Lal under May 20, “Hakim Ahsanullah represented 
that the soldiers were looting in the city, and requested that they should be expelled. To get rid 
of them, orders were this day issued to Mirza Mogul to procesd with a strong force towards 
Meerut to attack any English force assembled there......... It became known that the dispatch of 
troops to Meerut to fight the English was a device of Hakim Ahsanullah Khan to rid the city of 
the mutineers and soldiers, who were beyond all discipline.” Two Native Narratives of the 
Mutiny, (Tr. by C.T. Metcalfe, 1898), p. 99. 
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and greatness in the Empire. Thus he was kept under delusion and was happy, 

with the promises and ambitions that Satan put in his mind.”! The courtiers and 

servants of the King also went with him along with their families and children, 

leaving behind their property and belongings in the mansions and houses which 

they had evacuated. Many of the citizens became frightened by their departure 

from the city, and every one of them left his house: When the houses were 

evacuated by their occupants the Christians and their forces entered them and fell 

upon whatever they found there from wealth and riches. They butchered all 

women, children and invalids who had stayed in the houses. Thus none from 

amongst the brave citizens remained there to fight and resist them.” 

- Of the revolutionary farces some had escaped before the entry of the 

Christians while some remained firm. There were others who fought with them 

again and again. The money-changers and other Hindus who were in alliance 

with the Christians” and the late servants of the King who were enemies of the 

fighters (Mujahidin) devised a scheme of destroying them and severely 

restricting their supplies. They concealed all the grain and cereals which were 

available in the city and stopped all supplies which used to come from the towns 

and villages until they were forced to pass their days and nights in hunger, thirst, 

excessive heat and anxiety. Their perplexity was extremely great, and so they 

fled in a helpless manner. The Christians took possession of the city and its gates, 

its wall, its fort, its markets and its houses and mansions. 

Many of the members of my family and children were in Dihli at the 

time and I had been invited there. And as there were hopes for betterment and 

success and victory and prosperity were expected, and as whatever had been 

destined for us was hidden in the womb of futurity, I set out for Dihli where my 

place of residence was. Having reached there | unpacked my luggage and met 

the members of my family. I advised the people according to the dictates of my 

judgement and understanding, but they did not act on my advice and ‘did not 

For the intrigues of Mirza ahi Bakhsh, seé Kaye and Malleson, vol. IV, pp. 50-52. 

The details of the references made by the *Allamah to the atrocities committed by the British 

soldiers can be easily substantiated by the incidents mentioned by the western writers 

themselves. Giving a resume of the history of the war until the fall of Dihli Charles Ball refers 

to the condition of the city after the entry of the British soldiers in these words: “Streams of 

people and cattle also poured out of the Ajmere Gate; and, a few days later, the city was 

described as void of inhabitants. Houses, mosques, bazaars were tenantless; and large districts 

of the capital of Mohammadan India, with its 200,000 inhabitants, were changed to the 

desolateness of Pompeii.” (The History of the Indian Mutiny, vol. 1, p. 528). 

The horrible conduct of Hodson in sending the severed heads of the princes to the King 

has been suppressed by the western historians. But the ‘Allamah’s statement cannot be ignored 

because he was in Dihli on 21 September when this took place. 

Jeewan Lal says under date 14 September: 

“About midday the Mahomedans ceased to oppose the English. They, together with the 

Sepoys, began to take refuge in the houses of the Hindus, whom they upbraided for not 

cooperating with them.” 

8 

23 
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accept my council.”! 
When the Christians took possession of the city and there was left none 

from among the (defending) forces and the residents, a severe need of the supply 
of grain and sweet water was felt because these had been stopped by the enemies 
| stayed there for five days and nights.” Then having no means of carrying my 
luggage I left my property comprising my books, money and effects, and placing 
reliance on the Almighty God | adopted a suitable course for my safety. Allah is 
sufficient as a protector.””° 

The Christians after having captured the city and its suburbs with th 
help of a large force of white-faced (soldiers) directed their whole attention to 
arresting the King, his sons and grandsons. They had not even left their place of 
staying,” and (in reality) Fate had kept them in that place and settled them there 
They had placed their confidence in the person who had deceived them and made 
them happy by his lies. He (King) was in the tomb living under delusion and 
happiness, surrounded by a crowd and served by many. (The result was that) he 
was made a prisoner, regretful and heavy at heart and was put in chains. They 
captured his sons and grandsons who were with him and put them in chains 
Then they carried him to the city along with his wife and children. On the way 
one of their officers who was tarkhan or bitriq murdered the sons and grandsons 
of the King with his gun. Then they sent their severed heads in a tray to the King 
as a present.”* Their bodies were thrown away and (later) also their heads which 
had been cut off. They imprisoned him (the King) in a cell which was narrower 
than the hole of a needle. He was put under the guard of white-faced, black- 
hearted, red-haired and blue-eyed watchmen. They exiled him from these vast 
territories to some distant islands with his wife who had been for them and was 
their friend even when she was a queen. She failed in obtaining what she had 
coveted and all she had collected was looted. She became disfigured although she 
was Zinat (meaning decoration) and was dishonoured although she had always 
been kept in protection. 

It is difficult to determine the exact date of the “Allamah’s arrival in Dihli. He is, however, 
reported by Jeewan Lal, to have attended the darbar and “conversed with the King upon the 
situation” on August 16. Three weeks later (on September 6) he “reported that the force from 
Muttra had gone to Agra. and after defeating the English had advanced against the city.” 
Thus he must have left Dihli on 24 or 25 September, as the city was captured on the 20th 
Holy Qur'an, 4:81 
Su refers to Humayun’ s Tomb. 
In a letter written by an Engineer officer who was a participant in the operations we read: 
“September 23—we have all moved down to a capital house on the banks of the river in the 
city: the breeze is delightful, and we are all getting as fat and jolly as if we were at home. We 
are getting on capitally; we have got the King (the Great Mogul) prisoner, and are only 
waiting for leave from Calcutta to hang him. His eldest son and heir, Mirza Moghul Beg, a 
most infernal scoundrel, who set the example of murdering the Europeans, was caught and 
shot like a dog: and his son, a man about twenty years old; as well as the King’s eldest son 
Mirza’s brother. I saw all the three bodies exposed in the Khotwalee this morning. | am happy 
to say we are not so lenient as we were.” (Quoted by Ball, vol. I, p. 516) 
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They (Christians) killed, shooting and hanging, every body whom they 

found’ from his (King’s) people as they did (shoot or hang) many of the other 

inhabitants besides these. No one was saved from these feeble persons except 

those who took to flight secretly, leaving in concealment during the night or 

those who escaped with promptitude, stealthily marching in the day time. But the 

number of these was small. 

Then the Christians killed the great officials and notables living in the 

vicinity and the suburbs of the city, (they) usurped their lands and property, 

houses and mansions, chattels and wealth and their arms and goods, horses and 

elephants and their he-camels and she-camels; (they) annihilated them with all 

their families and children although they had become their subjects and had 

submitted to them because of fear and expectations. Then they stationed their 

forces on every route so that they might seize those who were trying to escape 

and torture them. They captured many of these fugitives and none could escape 

but a few. They looted first whatever from gold and silver was found with the 

captives, and also plundered their covering sheets, clothes, tah-bands and 

trousers. Then they sent them to their officers who sentenced them to death by 

hanging or beheading. None escaped these killings, neither the young nor the 

invalids, nor the nobles, nor the low-born. Shus the number of those who were 

beheaded or hanged reached upto thousands” Most of the persons who suffered 

these tyrannies of the tyrant were the believers in Islam. As far as the Hindus 

were concerned they remained safe with the exception of those who were 

regarded as hostiles. From amongst the Muslims none survived except those who 

had left their houses as muhajirs or those who had supported the Christians and ° 

were lax in their faith (iman) or those who were their spies and had not pinned 

their hopes in the mercy of the beneficent and merciful God, as for instance that 

‘amil of the ex-king, who was in friendship with them and in fact had enabled 

them to seize power and become the rulers. But he suffered grievously because 

he could not get what he had coveted and had to remain distressed for his losses. 

His position underwent a change and his power was lost. He had to pass his days 

in a state of contemptible disrepute. “He loses this world as well as the hereafter, 

that is the great straying”. P 

Then the Christians sent messages to those Hindu chiefs, who were 

owners of the lands and estates and had submitted to them, to the effect that they 

should capture all those who entered their lands as fugitives or were found 

passing through them. They captured large numbers of these poor travellers, 

2? According to the author of the Qaysar-al- Tawarikh the number of persons executed in Dibli 

was twenty-seven thousand, vol. II, p. 454. 

The figure is by no means an exaggerated one. Lord Elphinstone refers to the massacre at 

Dihli. He writes to Sir John Lawrence, “After the siege was over, the outrages committed by 

our army are simply heart-rending. A wholesale vengeance is being taken without distinction 

of friend or foe. As egards the looting, we have indeed surpassed Nadir Shah”. Life of 

Lawrence, vol. II, p. 262. 

8° Holy Qur'an, 22: 11. 
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made them prisoners and sent them in chains to the officers of the Chr istians. The 
latter killed them all, sparing neither a noble man nor the low-born. Then they 
(Christians) assembled their forces and supporters and scattered them in the 
various parts of the country; these (forces) tried to capture the people and 
destroyed those whom they seized."! 

During this great calamity the noble and chaste women had come out of 
their houses and were helpless; among them were old women and those who 
were unable to escape because of fatigue: and among them were those who died 
of excess of fear and those who committed suicide by drowning themselves in 
order to protect their honour and position and their chastity and modesty. Many 
of them were made captive, subjected to tortures and were made victims of 
hardships; some of them were made concubines by despicable fellows and some 
were sold for low prices. A large number of them perished on account of hunger 
and thirst and many of them disappeared and could not return, nor was any trace 
found of them, nor any news heard. Most of the women were separated from 
their guardians, husbands, fathers, brothers and sons Every day of this 
calamitous period had become “the day on which a man shall fly from his 
brothers, and his mother, and his father, and his spouse, and his sons.” Many a 
woman became widowed in the evening, many a children rose an orphan in the 
morning: many a mother rendered childless was (seen) w eeping and wailing, and 
many a father bereaved of his children was (found) shedding tears from sorrow 
and betraying his hidden (grief). The city was changed into a desert and waste 
land and was turned into a Jungle, and its inhabitants were scattered and 
dispersed.” 

The Christians then directed their attention towards the east and the 
villages and cities situated therein. They created horrible conditions there. 1 hey 
committed a general massacre, hanging and shooting the people. Death overtook 
many men and many purdah-observing ladies, and a large number of people 
were annihilated. Hundreds and thousands of persons were made the victims of 
death and destruction. 

As to myself, I was now on my way to my beloved home. The route was 
‘full of dangers and the traveller suffering afflictions. Between me and my 
a there lay many a region, full of risks and dangers. The Christians and 

31 
“Before closing the present chapter, it will be proper to refer briefly to the operations of the troops, dispatched in various directions from Delhi, in Pursuit of the discomfited and fugitive rebels.” Charles Ball, The History of Indian Mutiny, vol. Il, p. 185 
Holy Qur'an, 80: 34, 35, 36. 
Of the devastation wrought by the British in Dihli we have considerable evidence in contemporary records. A few sentences from the work quoted above would give the reader some idea of the terrible fate of the capital. “The city of the Moguls was now, indeed, but little better than a vast and hideous ruin—its houses and streets deserted: its defences unmanned: and the sentence of utter demolition Suspended over its shattered gates and once defiant towers, the carcasses of some thousands of its defenders, who had fallen in their insane Struggle........s00 » had been necessarily gathered by the sweepers and camp followers into deep pits, and were so hidden from mortal sight......... ” (Ibid, p. 167). 
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their forces were busy in seeking and searching the travellers. They had issued 

orders to the Jats, their clansmen and their parties to kill the passengers, frighten 

them, rob them and plunder them. They (Jats) had left no way for the travellers 

nor any boat at the ferries. They had seized the boats and made holes in them; in. 

fact they had burnt them, rendered them unserviceable or had sunk them. They 

had ordered the boat-men not to allow the travellers or swimmers to cross (the 

rivers) at any time.’ The Holder of Power (God) saved me and my companions 

from each calamity and misery and enabled them and me to cross the big and 

small rivers without resorting to (the use of) bridge or boats. Thus we survived 

all the hardships of these routes and dangerous places and the accidents and 

mishaps of the roads and ways. We reached our home and neighbours, and 

(joined our) family and friends under His (God’s) perfect protection, effective 

help, over-flowing blessings and comfort-giving mercy. He saved us, 

undoubtedly, from the risks of this journey and graced us by granting us safety 

from all sorts of calamities. We, therefore, offered profuse praises to our Lord for 

this. 
A number of those who had risen against the Christians and the soldiers 

and fighting forces who were in our land had, after their revolt, made their ruler a 

woman?! from amongst the wives of their previous King who had abdicated and 

her son who had not even attained the age of puberty. The Christians had taken ® 

over this country from the said ruler who was’a weak man and used to waste his 

time in worthless amusements and neglected the business of the government. He 

was neither prudent nor wise; he was an expert in violating his agreements and 

promises. When the authority of the Christians broke down and their government 

was overthrown the country passed into her hands: her son was young, conceited, 

delicate and vain, and was given to playing with boys of his own age, absolutely 

neglectful of his enemies. He was incapable of managing and administering the 

affairs of the government and executing its projects, and he could not issue orders 

or have them acted upon, nor could he lead the forces or secure necessary 

equipment for them. All the officers of his government and the ministers of the 

state were worthless, timid and cowardly, and were foolish and dishonest; they 

were neither wise nor trustworthy. They were all mean fellows and some of them 

3 Colvin, the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Provinces, had succeeded in persuading 

Sindhia and the Jat rajah of Bharatpur to give the British “material assistance”. Plundering: 

and highway robbery had long been the favourite pursuits of the Jats: and with active 

encouragement from the Company authorities they must have ruthlessly indulged in their 

semi-barbarous activities referred to here; undoubtedly the *Allamah is telling us the bare truth 

about what he actually saw and experienced. The editor of the Arabic text of this short 

pamphlet says on the authority of the late Sadr Yar Jang Habib-al-Rahman Khan of Bhikanp! 

that the latter's father and uncle had played the host to the ‘Allamah when he was on his wa 

to Lucknow. He is stated to have stayed with his family and companions at Bhikanpur for 18 

days and then arrangements were made for their safely crossing the Ganges at the Sankra 

ferry. 

34 Hazrat Mahal, the wife of Wajid ‘Ali Shah, was the regent of her minor son, Birjis Qadr. Even 

the British writers admit that the Queen was a “woman of much energy of character.” 
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making, lazy and feeble fellows and flatterers, hangers on, and sycophants. [hey 
were mean and of undetermined parentage, low-born and rascals, iresolute and 
incapable of acting, dishonest and tyrannical, cruel, deceittul, treacherous and 
scheming. Among them were slaves of gold, and chiefS who were hypocritical 

, some of them were administrators but they were wretched and their policy led the 
| administration to misfortune, destruction and ruin, providing the discermime 
people with opportunities for taking lessons; most of them were allies ol thy 

| Christians and advocates of their friendship. All of them were helpless against 
| the mortal devices of the enemy and they were negligent, Slow and careless. [hic 
/ Christians, with their families and children, had been besieged in the palaces in 
the city,” but they were in safety because of the detects in the arrangements and 
the management of (the affairs of) their opponents. They had fortified these 
palaces by trenches and ramparts. The rebel forces attacked them again and again 
but were repulsed. They “say that which they do not do.” Then. there arrived a 
force of white-faced soldiers to help the besieged and entered the city. The brave 
ghazis fought against them and many of the white-faced people were killed: those 
among them who survived managed to join the besieged. broken-hearted and 
weary. After this, all those who were in the palaces came out but no one offered 
them resistance because of cowardliness and weakness. The Christians now shut 
themselves up behind the walls of a garden,” situated at a distance of two miles 
from the city. With courage and bravery they fortified it and continued asking for 
help, collecting in the meanwhile supplies in large quantities. 

The troops who were already present in the city and the forces who after 
having escaped from Dihli had come to the Queen (Hazrat Mahal) and had 
received protection and honour from her and on whom she had conterred 
dounties as well as the mercenaries of the earlier days. who had never witnessed 
1 battle, nor seen fighting or the piercing of the lance, nor had any idea as to what 
was advantageous, nor had used arms and taken an active part ina battle or faced 
a danger, gathered in front of this garden and dug trenches and ambushes. Now 
fighting was on and the flinging of arrows and playing of lances continued for a 
ong time between the two forces. The struggle between them was long-drawn. 
he Christians asked the chief of the mountainous region to help them. He gave 
em help according to their desire and hopes. sending regiments of hill-men who 
umbered more than thirty thousand. Then the Christians, their white forces and 
eir mercenaries and supporters launched severe and successive attacks which 

> prooted their opponents from their positions and shook them. They fled from 
their ambushes so badly that they could not stop anywhere even in the city and its 

| had been slaves. Amongst them were illiterate, case-loving. impertinent. noise 

i 

The *Allamah’s reference to palaces (qusur) is of course to the various buildings and houses in 
the Residency. which has been rightly described as “a small town, rather than a mere single 
building, occupied by the chief commissioner.” Machhi- bhawan was another fortified 
building. 
Holy Qur'an, 26: 226. 
*Alam-bagh. 
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neighbourhood. Thus they left the Queen and her son alone in her palace. Many 

of their supporters, officials of the state, servants of, their government and the 

villagers of their territories betrayed them, although they had come to help, aid 

and support them and to protect and maintain their property and honour. They 

broke their pledges and promises and exchanged kufr for iman. They acted as 

hypocrites, began to favour the Christians, joined them and helped them to 

achieve victory. 

The Chistrians and their supporters entered the city. The citizens left 

their houses and dwellings empty and went away. Ultimately the Christians, their 

white-faced soldiers and their forces and supporters besieged the palace in which 

the Queen was living. Consequently, accompanied by her son and two female 

attendants, she came out of the besieged palace, barefooted, from its backdoor 

and hurriedly went to another part of the city (mahallah). She stayed for three 

days in the city, reassembling and recalling her fugitive forces and appealing to 

them to help and support her. These soldiers, however, had become terror- 

stricken and therefore shrank from and shirked their duty of facing the extremely #) 

dangerous situation, None of them returned te |) +r and there remained no place of }) 

safety for her in the city. Thus, disappointed of 'I help from her supporters, she i! 

took to flight, accompanied by her son?and a few attendants, and proceeded 

towards the desolate and deserted plains. At that time parties of terror-stricken » 

ted persons and groups of citizens, including ” 

veiled women, crowded round her. They were all barefooted and almost without 

clothes. although they had been amongst the leading persons. The women were & 

without veils and were barefooted, although they were purdah-observing ladies 

of rank and used to live in palatial houses. They had been thrown out of their 

palaces into the open fields and had to content themselves with patched clothes. 

They were thrown from one desolate place to another and their veils and 

burg ‘ahs had been removed (from their bodies). They had been living in comfort 

and luxury but had now to wander in the jungles and deserts. 

These people had to leave their mansions and estates as well as their 

ranks and positions although they did not want to part with them. Thus the 

conditions had changed: evil had befallen and confusion had_ spread. This 

misfortune was ruinous: it converted the cities into wildernesses, the freemen into 

slaves. the wealthy into destitutes and the nobles into lowly persons. They had 

been living in ease and comfort with their families and children but now the 

were forced to come out; they had been enjoying happiness and prosperity and 

were satisfied, but now they were reduced to a state of perplexity. Destitution and 

poverty had dissociated them from the company of their friends and misfortune 

had forced them to abandon the society of their equals. 

Among, the weepers were those who had suffered, among the lamentof 

were those who had been hurt, among the tender-hearted were those who wels 

crying in prayers; the aggrieved ones were reciting Inna Lillahi-wa-inna ilail 

raji'un (We belong to Allah and verily we shall return towards Him). The babie 

were deprived before time of sucking milk from the breasts of their mothers a 

horsemen, a large crowd of barefoo 
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the old and young had lost all hopes of the fulfilment of their desires and 
requirements. There was no dwelling-place or abode lett for them, nor was there 

} any remedy for their malady: and their hearts were completely depressed. They 
| liked no pleasure and had no desires: for them lite and death were equal They 
) used to live in happiness and in regal styles, and rolled in silks and satins. in 

fruits and pleasures, in cleanliness and prosperity, ease and Comforts. wealth and 
| riches, songs and happiness, and had possessed property. palaces and plentitude 
/ but now thorns were spread under their feet. They had no more aris provisions 
} left with them: their clothes were worn out and ragged. * They had no share i 
| comtort. May God forgive them in His merey and take the tyrants tnto the erip ot 

His severe punishment. 

Then the Queen, Hazrat-al-Aliyah, with parties of the former fugitive 
forces who had come under her protection and many others who had decided to 
migrate, went across the rivers, large and small. which could not be crossed 
without boats. She stopped ina village on the bank of a river in the northern parts 
of the country. From here she posted horsemen and foot soldiers at the ferries so 
that they might seize the boats and stop the enemy from crossing the rivers. She 
also sent her ‘amils to the village and the towns to collect revenues and reclaim 
the people. She now equipped the forces and sent them to take positions in the 
ambushes, lying near her capital, which the Christians had taken. so that thes 
might offer them resistance, fight them and stop them in case they attempted 
aggression in the country around it. But she entrusted the execution of this entire 
task and major and minor questions connected with it to a contemptible. 
negligent ‘amil whose ideas were confused and who was absolutely unfit for it 
He did not consult any one except (his) ignorance and considered ev ery simple 
matter to be difficult and every complicated affair to be easy. He was stupid. a 
coward and a liar. He chose none for his companionship, consultation, sociely 
and conversation except foolish, illiterate and mean fellows. He avoided the 
company of the noble, the sagacious and the wise leaders on account of his 
| vanity. He did not make friends with, nor consulted. nor gave authority to. nor 
appointed as officers except those mean and ignorant persons who belonged to 
his family and his kinsmen. This inexperienced fellow appointed officers for 

'|these forces from amongst the mean, coward. wretched, weak-hearted worthless 
' \and despicable persons who were greedy and would eat themselves whatever was 
‘)given to the forces as rations. They committed perfidy because of malice hidden 
jin their hearts: they stole the grain and then sold it for higher price. Every cry that 
reached them was considered by them to have been raised by the enemy: they 

38 . : How the guilty and the innocent alike were butchered by the victor is indicated by recorded 
evidence. “At the time of the capture of Lucknow — a season of indiscriminate massacre — 
such distinction was not made and the unfortunate who fell into the hands of our troops was 
made short work of sepoy of Oudh villager. it mattered not; no questions were said: his skin 
was black and did not that suffice. A piece to rope and the brauch of a tree. or a rifle bullet 
through his brain, soon terminated the poor devils existence.” (Majendie. Up among the 
Pandies. pp. 1956). 
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always trembled with fear and had no tranquility or peace of mind. On account of 

extreme fear they took every cry to be their death-knell; every sound was to them 

the harbinger of death. It appeared as if they were going to meet the mean enemy 

in a friendly and apologetic manner.” 

The Christians after capturing the capital stayed there and did not go to 

the suburbs or the neighbouring places. They began to win over the infidels and 

the leading persons of the countryside as well as the farmers and the villagers by 

pardoning their misdeeds and crimes and granting reductions in the revenues and 

taxes. The Christians advanced them loans and they offered their support to 

them; they (Christians) helped them and the latter became their hands and arms. 

The Christians then went out into the suburbs and neighbouring territories in 

order to establish their control on the villages and towns. 

The Christians now repaired to an ambush which lay eighteen miles”? 

from the capital towards the north and where were posted horsemen and foot 

soldiers, commanded by an officer of high rank who, however, belonged to the 

mean and low classes of people. On hearing the news of the arrival of the 

Christians this low-born commander took to heels even before seeing any sign of 

them, along with his companions who also belonged to the same class. But a 

small party of the fighting Hindus. under 4 reliable officer, who was one of the 

gallant heroes, remained firm in their position. They were not more than one jf 

hundred in number; but they fought with them, killed them and were killed, until ¢ 

not one of them was left alive, because they hated a shameful flight and because 

they received no reinforcements from their fugitive leader in spite of the fact that 

he had a large number of soldiers and plentiful supplies. When the Christians 

found the village, in which that coward and treacherous leader was posted to 

keep watch, evacuated and deserted. they took possession of it and made it their 

great and well-defended stronghold. Then having collected the forces they 

remained there for a long time. During this peorid they did not advance (from 

their positions) even a mile. It seemed as if they were waiting for something 

which they expected from the commanders of the forces and for the fulfilment of 

the promises which had been made to them by those perfidious people, and in 

satisfying which they were making delay. 

Then they (Christians) turned and marched towards the west of the city 

and proceeded to those regions where all the farmers and residents had submitted 

to them and were helping them against their enemies. In this region was posted 

an officer of the Queen (Hazrat Mahal), who was worthless and lacked resolution 

and was neither experienced nor sagacious. He turned his back towards them, 

made a retreat and fled away, leaving his men there. He escaped without fighting 

or combating the enemy, making his way through a subterranean passage, 

because the number of his horsemen and foot-soldiers was small and the villagers 

“For a brief but informative account of the Queen’s activities see Mirza Ali Azhar’s article: 

Hazrat Mahal's Role in the War of Independence, in JPHS, vol. 1, part II. ; 

“Eight miles in Baghi Hindustan, p. 404. This refers to Nawabganj on the Fyzabad road. It had) 

become a stronghold of the fighters for independence. 
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and the infidels had revolted against him, although they had pledged themselves 
to support him. They betrayed him although they had become his allies. and 
committed treachery and pertidy and became ungrateful despite the blessings 
which they had been enjoying and the comfort in which they had been living 
happily for a long time; thus they added to their disbelief and infidelity by 
violating their pledges and breaking their agreements in a most thankless manner 

Now there arose an ‘amil'! of another district. who. had piled up a 
treasure of virtues, charitable actions and good deeds. He was a righteous. God 
fearing, devoted, pure. brave and gallant person. He was named atter the Prophet 
the hero of great battles and a messenger of mercies. He attacked the Christians 
and their forces and put them to rout in his first charge. They made a determined 
effort and the party shut itself up in the house of a Hindu in the town. [his house 
was well-protected and strongly-guarded. Then they sent a messave to the 
Christian chiefs who were in the city, to help them by sending battalions ot 
troops. The Christian chiefs sent a battalion for their help trom their army corps 
and large numbers of those villagers and hyprocrites who had broken their 
pledges and had rendered themselves guilty of infidelity by violating their 
promises. Some from amongst the infidel landlords deceived the said pious and 
brave ‘amil.”” He had given him assurance on oaths that he would help him with 
four thousand brave soldiers at the time when the two armies would meet in 
battle. However, when the parties came face to face with each other this efficient 
and honest ‘ami! had to attack the Christian forces with a number of youthful 
followers, deceived as he had been by the promises of help given by this infidel 
landlord. The Christian forces showered bullets by their guns and canon on their 
forces and chests from their front and the party of that treacherous and perfidious 
infidel fired at their backs from the rear. This party was in reality a supporter of 
‘the Christians and their allies and the helpers of Satan and his brethren. This 
‘perfect and righteous ‘amil sought for and got martyrdom in an action and all 
‘those who accompanied him also gained martyrdom in this attack. After this 
pious and brave person and his good comrades were martyred those wretched 

nes who had followed them turned their backs and took to flight. They fled in 
uch confusion and anxiety that they did not see what lay behind them, because 
hey had been overwhelmed by failure and defeat and the Christians were 

Mawlana Ahmad-allah Shah who, in fact. was the supreme organizer of the movement. Even 
his enemies have testified to his greatness as a fighter in the cause of freedom. “Of this 
conspiracy,” write Kaye and Malleson, “the Maulvi was undoubtedly a leader. It had its 
ramifications all over India......° History of the Indiany Mutiny, vol. V. p. 292 
This refers to Jagannath Singh. the perfidious zamindar of Powain. He invited the Mawlana 
and had him shot dead when he was entering his house. The British Government rewarded his 
treachery by a gift of Rupees fifty thousand. “The Maulvi Was a very remarkable person 
oneenl In person he was tall, lean, and muscular, with large deep-set eyes. beatle brows, a high 
aquiline nose, and lantern jaws. Sir Thomas Seaton, who enjoyed. during the suppression of 
the revolt, the best means of judging him. described him as a man of great abilities, of 
undaunted courage, of stern determination and by far the best soldier among the rebels.’ 
(Malleson, The Indian Mutiny of 1857, p. 17) 
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pursuing them and slaughtering them. Only a few of them could manage to 

escape as they had resorted to great haste and speed in their flight. The landlords, 

the leading persons, the ryots, the villagers and others who lived in these 

regions —all offered submission and allegiance to the Christian forces except two 

brave, gallant and warlike persons w ho were jealous of their honour. They fought 

against the Christians fiercely and in spite of the inadequacy of equipment and 

soldiers they killed through their zeal and courage a large number of the 

horsemen and foot soldiers of the enemy. By dint of sheer dauntlessness they 

were able to save themselves from them. The Christians did not take steps to 

pursue them. Thus the territory was cleared of the opponents of the Christians, 

but this unfortunate incident terrified the people who were opposed to the 

Christians. This was one of the most calamitous events of the struggle and 

became the cause of considerable grief. It appeared to be the end of the long 

series of battles and combats (of the war). After their victory in this region the 

Christians spread themselves over other territories also. Nevertheless, whenever 

they thought of entering any place and took steps to capture it their opponents 

living there decided to offer resistance and make every possible effort for it. But 

they dispersed before actually meeting them, 

In spite of this the Queen of the Christians played a trick which 

considerably added to their strength and power. She had a large number of 

printed posters distributed and published in towns and villages in every part of 

the country, through which it became w idely known that she had forgiven all the 

rebel forces and all her subjects who had revolted against her, except those who 

had been guilty of murdering women, children and the Christians who were 

forced to seek shelter in the earlier stages (of the war) and had been killed by 

them out of enmity and hostility, and those who had set up (independent) 

governments and states, and those who had instigated the pepople to rebellion 

and hostility.”* 

The rebel forces and other people who had supported and agreed with the 

Queen (Hazrat Mahal) had in fact joined her because they had no means of 

livelihood. With the shortage of food and stoppage of the payment of their 

salaries in consequence of her inability to collect revenues which were paid to 

her, because of the spreading of Christian forces in the various parts of the region 

and their hold on them, the land (world) in spite of its expanse became narrow for 

them. Their lives became afflicted with severe distress and long-drawn tortures. 

Every one of them was empty-handed and devoid of rest and comfort. Being at 4 

distance from their children and families, their thoughts had become confused on 

account of worries. Therefore many of them turned to the Christians and their 

followers and offered submission to them, accepting their authority. The 

4% The exact words of the relevant paragraph in the Queen’s Proclamation are: “Our clemency 

will be extended to all offenders, save and except those who have been or shall be convicted of 

having directly taken part in the murder of Biitish subjects. 

With regard to such. the demands of justice forbid the exercise of mercy.” 

The Proclamation was issued on Novembr 1, 1858. 
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Christians seized their horses and arms and gave them parwartalis of sccurits 
Then they returned to their families and homes, disappointed and having suffered 
losses. Now the Christians got full control over the country. as there was no one 
left to dispute their authority; they were rid of fighting and could now take rest 
The Queen, after these embarrassments and troubles. sought shelter in the tills 

As my travels had extended over a long period and my dejection and 
anxiety had been long-drawn, my desire to return to my hone. fants 
neighbours and friends had become very intense. When. therefore, | sass th 

| charter (Proclamation of Victoria) which had been strengthened by oaths | 
returned to my family, home and dwelling-place because | was satistied with at 
authenticity, neglecting. however, the truth that the oath of a person havine no 
iman (faith) is meaningless, and that the oath of a man who follows no faith and 
does not fear the Day of Judgment should not be relied upon. After a few days a 
Christian officer sent for me from my house, put me in prison and subjected me 
to torture, causing me great pain. Then putting me in chains he sent me to the 
capital of the Kingdom which had become by then the home of ruin. and 
destruction. He entrusted my case to a cruel officer of dominating personality, 
who had no sympathy with those who sought justice. Iwo apostates. who were 
by nature quarrelsome and had had religious disputations with me in regard to a 
Quranic verse, meaning that one who befriends the Christian is a Christian 
himself, had supplied information about me. They used to insist on friendship 
with the Christians and had ultimately turned apostate. exchanging jman with 
kufr. 

That officer passed an order for my life-long imprisonment. punishment. 
exile and banishment as well as the confiscation of my entire property. 
comprising my books, effects and wealth. He forcibly seized the house that 
belonged to my family and my children. 

I was not the only victim of this shameless breach of faith: a large 
number of people were generally meted out treatment that was far more hideous 

| than this. They (British Government) violated all the pledges that they had given 
| and massacred a large number of persons by shooting and hanging them: many of 

| | them were caught and thrown into imprisonment and sent in exile without delay. 
} } They completely broke every promise that they had made and destroyed 
| | numerous lives and precious articles. The number of persons whose blood was 
«| shed was beyond counting even by hundreds and thousands. Beyond enumeration 
! | was also the number of those who were arrested from amongst the nobles and 
/ | common people, particularly those living in the vast territories between Dehli and 

our land which had many cities, villages and towns and was the homeland of 
many respected and noble families. 

“4 She was driven by the British forces to the hills of Nepal and lived there till her death in 1879 
The chronogram of her flight towards Nepal may be found in the couplet. Soh sal ats Qua Auge Bulg) 
This will yield 1274 Hijrah. 
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In the meanwhile a chief professing Islam and the Faith sent parties of 

those who had sought protection in his state to these people (offering security) 

and then arrested them and made them helpless, after having promised them 

safety. To win over the Christians he betrayed them in a way which is 

condemned by all religions. In his attempt to please them (Christians) he did not 

even fear the wrath of the Almighty God. The Christians imprisoned these people 

who were sent to them in chains and fetters and subjected many of the nobles to 

imprisonment, exile and other tortures. Thus, this chief also shared with the 

Christians the consequences of inflicting upon the servants of God the most 

severe tortures. This is the story of the War. 

Thus the Christians’ punished me with imprisonment by fabricating 

falsehoods and deceptive devices against me; they shifted me from one jail to 

another and inflicted on me one injury after another. They continuously added to 

my grief and pain, deprived me of my shoes and dress and clad me in coarse and 

rough clothes. They snatched from me my good and soft bedding and gave me a 

coarse and highly uncomfortable one, which looked as if it was a thorn-bush or a 

burning ember. They left with me neither a pitcher or a bowl nor any other pot 

and gave me insufficient meals to eat. They made me drink hot water and I was 

thus given hot drinks instead of the love of bosom friends. In spite of old age and 

weakness every moment | was subjected to humiliation and insults. 

The excesses of the heard-hearted enemy cast me on the shores of a great 

saltish sea in a plateau which has a cape (ras), also named ras. Here the sun 

always shines straight upon my head. It has difficult mountain passes and hilly 

roads full of troubles. There are passes in the hills, enveloped by waves of the 

tumultuous sea whose water is bitter; its breeze is hotter than simum and its 

comforts are more dangerous than poison; its eatables are more bitter than the 

taste of colocynths and its water was more harmful than snake poison. Its sky is a 

cloud which rains sorrows and its raining clouds shower afflictions and miseries. 

The ground is spread over with stones like measles and small pox (on the 

diseased body). Its air, because of calamities, is full of disasters. Every house in 

this place, built with grass and weeds, is infested with lasting illness and misery; 

from its roof always drizzle drops like the tears of my eyes which never stop. Its 

air is contaminated and therefore a source of diseases. Illness is cheap, but 

medicines are dear. Epidemics are frequent and scabies and ring-worms very 

common, For the wounded there is no cure, for the healthy no security, and for 

the sick no treatment. The one who treats the sick brings back the disease, and 

the one who is treated is sure to meet death; the one who attends the sick ill-treats 

them and enhances their trouble. The aggrieved is not sympathized with, nor does 

anyone feel sorry for him. No anxiety in the world could be guessed upon the 

pains that one has to bear in this place. No disease is found here which is not 

fatal: fever brings the message of death and even ordinary types of hypochondria 

and pleurisy are sure causes of death. Besides, many diseases prevail here whosé 

names or symptoms are not to be found in medical works. The physician makes 

the bowels of the patient burn like a furnace and instead of helping him raises 4 
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medicines which bring him near death. When any one from amongst the people 
breathes his last an unclean person from the impure ones, who is a sw eeper and is 
like a devil or a monster, drags the dead body by catching the leg and after 

| removing the clothes buries it in a sand hill without a coffin or funeral bath. He 
does not dig a grave, nor is funeral prayer performed for hin. If the dead were 

| dome of fire on him. He cannot diagnose the disease but makes the patient take 
} 
} 

not subjected to this abject treatment then dy ing would have been a thing keenly 
desired, and a sudden death would have been something longingly hoped for. if 

| suicide had not been unlawful in the eyes of the Faith and people had not feared 
its punishment on the Day of Judgment no one who was brought here as a 
prisoner and put in trouble would have remained alive to bear these hardships 
deliverance from the afflictions which one has to suffer here would have been 
easy, 

It was in this environment that | became a victim of several diseases and 
severe illness. These made me lose my patience: my heart became melancholy 
my full moon was dimmed and my honour was lost. | do not know how can 
deliverance and emancipation be effected from this condition which has made me 
sorrowful, so that | might be compensated for. In addition to the grief caused by 
these hardships | had a severe attack of scabies and ringworms. 1am made to 
move about in the morning and evening while my whole body is suffering with 
wounds. Along with soul-breaking pains, my wounds and injuries are increasing 
The time is near when my boils would take me to the verge of destruction and 
death, after a long life of ease, comfort. enjoyment and happiness. Before this | 
was healthy and had never had smallpox; today | am disabled. wounded and 
ulcerated, | am undergoing severe hardships and struggling against difficulties 
and oppression. 

“We have suffered at the hands of Time what we have no strength to 
bear. Our forbearance for them is like that of a fractured bone which 
has to bear the load of bandage.” 
In spite of all this | praise the Glorious and Almighty God and thank Him \for His favour and kindness, for I see other prisoners, besides me, heavily | fettered and suffering with diseases, being dragged in chains and fetters. A harsh, stern hard-hearted man drives and drags them along with their iron fetters and ‘jimposes upon them every type of hard and laborious work. He exhibits every kind of malice and enmity against them and tries to intensify their hardships. He ‘"jshows no sympathy with them when they are thirsty or hungry. | thank God, therefore, for remaining safe against these miseries and offer my gratitude for His favours on me and for saving me from these troubles. Looking at the apparent 
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my God, the Strong, the Merciful, the Righteous, the Kind, the Benevolent, Who 

delivers the weak and the disabled from the clutches of the cruel Pharaohs and 

heals the wounds ol the oppressed and the wounded by the ointment of His 

healing mercies. He is the repairer of every broken heart and compensator for the 

needy and sufferers: He is the deliverer of every prisoner who is neglected, and 

He makes difficult things easy. It was He who saved Noah from being drowned, 

Abraham from being burnt, Job from what he suffered of the diseases and 

miseries, Jonah from the belly of the fish and children of Israel from their 

hardships. He saved Moses and Aaron from Pharaoh, Haman and Korah and 

saved the Messiah from the evil designs of the crafty and saved His friend, 

Mustafa (Muhammad) from’ the machinations of the infidels. If therefore 

misfortune has specifically fixed its eyes on me, and looks at me fixedly, 

incidents and calamities have befallen me, hardships have surrounded me and 

sins have encircled me, | am not disappointed from His favour nor from His 

mercy. It is my Lord who is the true Curer, the Perfect, the Comforter and the 

Forgiver. Many a sick person, on the verge of death, recovers when he prays to 

Him; many an apologiser is forgiven when he apologizes to Him and begs His 

forgiveness; many an aggrieved one is religved of griefs when he prays to Him; a 

traveller receives succour when he approaches Him directly with prayer, and on 

many a prisoner, tied in chains the Greater who creates without limits places His 

obligation without the mediation of any helper or redeemer by giving him 

deliverance and emancipation from imprisonment and fetters. 

1 am an oppressed, injured. anxious, dejected, humble and needy person 

and | call to Him in secret prayer and supplicate before Him with great hopes and 

pray to Him, through the mediation of His friend (Muhammad). He verily has 

promised and would not go back on His words about responding to the prayers of 

the perplexed ones, removing their miseries and helping the oppressed while they 

pray and call him, crying bitterly. He will rescue me from what makes me 

aggrieved, deliver me from what makes me perplexed. respond to my request 

against what renders me petitioner, cure me from what keeps me uneasy, save me 

from the person who has taken me in his grip, and from one who oppresses me. 

He will have mercy upon my weeping and crying. He will remedy my complaint, 

and will bring to an end my misfortune and misery. Surely He is a listener to 

prayers, bestower of great bounties, a remover of calamities. It is He from whom 

I have hopes of relief from the hardships of exile and the end of the best trials 

about the gifts. 

Oh Lord! save me from the condition in which 1 am. Oh Supporter of 

those who hope, Protector of the seekers of protection for the sake of the honour 

of your friend, the most trustworthy and the greatest giver of security and his 

blessed descendants and his supporting companions, Oh! the most Merciful, the 

most Powerful Ruler, the Avenger of the oppressions of the tyrants! And our last 

prayer is that all praises are due to Allah, the Sustainer of all the worlds. 
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I have mentioned some calamities that befell me and some of the 
misfortunes which struck me in (my) two gasidafy, one of them ts fame vals! 
and refers to instigations of Satan, and the other is cu/avalr” which mentions the 
hardships that this sad and disabled person has suffered. | have ended them both 
with the eulogy of the leader of the prophets, who was a steadfast and 
trustworthy messenger (of God). May the purest blessings of those who send 
their blessings on him be upon him and may the salutations of the Mustins be 
upon him! Prior to the said poems | had composed a yasidal with rhymes of 
NUN (2) which was peerless like the concealed pearl. Fach of its verses was a 
stable as a strong mansion or a lofty palace. The number of its verses was three 
hundred or more. However it could not be completed. The onslaughts ot 
misfortunes and their accumulation kept me from. its completion. Hts opening 
verse Is: 

There bemoaned no leaves from amongst the leaves of (the tree of) 
pathos, which did not excite my sorrows and did not move my tender 
emotions. 
If God Almighty favours me with deliverance and emancipation | shall 

supplement it with the eulogy of one who has been distinguished by the nobility 
of his morals and his most pertect share from them. May the choicest of blessings 
be upon him, and his descendants up to the Day of Judgement! 

The Glorious Almighty is the only Lord of the favourable circumstances 
and their realities. 

(in: Journal of the Historical Society of Pakistan (Karachi). v/i (January 1957). 
pp. 23-57) 

® & ® ® ® 

Hamziyyah: The last letter of the thyme in each verse of the gasidah is hamzah (s). By instigation of Satan (homazat-al-Shayatin) the writer means the wild ideas which overwhelm the mind of an aggrieved person. 
Zaliyvah, The last letter of the thyme in each verse is za/). 
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