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Agreement with regard to the Military Occupation of the Territories

of the Rhine.

[41b]

between the United States of America, Belgium, the British Empire, and
France,

of the one part,

and Germany,

of the other part,

with regard to the military occupation of the territories of the Rhine.
The Undersigned, acting under the powers conferred upon them by their respec-

tive Governments, have come to the following agreement as provided for in Article

432 of the Treaty of Peace of even date.

Article 1.

In accordance with Article 428 and the following Articles of the Treaty of even
date, the armed forces of the Allied and Associated Powers will continue in occupa-
tion of German territory (as such occupation is denned by Article 5 of the Armistice
Convention of the 11th November, 1918, as extended by Article 7 of the Additional

Convention of the 16th January, 1919), as a guarantee of the execution by Germany
of the Treaty.

No German troops, except prisoners of war in process of repatriation, shall be

admitted to the occupied territories, even in transit; but police forces of a strength

to be determined by the Allied and Associated Powers may be maintained in these

territories for the purpose of ensuring order.

Article 2.

There shall be constituted a civilian body styled the Inter-Allied Bhineland High
Commission, and hereinafter called the High Commission, which, except in so far as

the Treaty may otherwise provide, shall be the supreme representative of the Allied

and Associated Powers within the occupied territory. It shall consist of four members
representing Belgium, France, Great Britain and the United States.

Article 3.

(a) The High Commission shall have the power to issue ordinances so far as may
be necessary for securing the maintenance, safety and requirements of the Allied and
Associated forces. Such ordinances shall be published under the authority of the

High Commission, and copies thereof shall be sent to each of the Allied and Associated

Governments and also to the German Government.
When so published they shall have the force of law and shall be recognized as

such by all the Allied and Associated military authorities and by the German civil

authorities.

(6) The members of the High Commission shall enjoy diplomatic privileges and
immunities.

(c) The German courts shall continue to exercise civil and criminal jurisdiction

subject to the exceptions contained in paragraphs (d) and (e) below.
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(d) The armed forces of the Allied and Associated Powers and the persons

accompanying them, to whom the General Officers Commanding the Armies of Occupa-

tion shall have issued a revokable pass, and any persons employed by, or in the service

of such troops, shall be exclusively subject to the military law and jurisdiction of such

forces.

(e) Any person who commits any offence against the persons or property of the

armed forces of the Allied and Associated Powers may be made amenable to the

military jurisdiction of the said forces.

Article 4.

The German authorities, both in the occupied and in the unoccupied territories,

shall, on the demand of any duly authorized military officer of the occupying forces,

arrest and hand over to the nearest commander of the Allied or Associated troops

any person charged with an offence who is amenable under paragraph (d) or paragraph

O) of Article 3 above to the military jurisdiction of the Allied or Associated Forces.

Article 5.

The civil administration of the province (Provinzen), Government departments

(Regierungslezirke), Urban Circles (Stadtkreise), Eural Circles (Landhreise), and

•Communes (Gemeinde) , shall remain in the hands of the German Authorities, and the

civil administration of these areas shall continue under German law and under the

authority of the Central German Government, except in so far as it may be necessary

for the High Commission by Ordinance under Article 3 to adapt that administration

to the needs and circumstances of military occupation. It is understood that the

•German authorities shall be obliged, under penalty of removal, to conform to the

ordinances issued in virtue of Article 3 above.

Article 6.

The right to requisition in kind and to demand services in the manner laid down
in the Hague Convention, 1907, shall be exercised by the Allied and Associated

Armies of Occupation.

The charges for the requisitions effected in the zone of each Allied and Associated

army and the estimate of damage caused by the troops of occupation shall be deter-

mined by local Commissions composed in equal representation of German civilians

appointed by the German civil authorities and Allied or Associated military officers,

and presided over by some person appointed by the High Commission.

The German Government shall continue to be responsible for the cost of main-

tenance of the troops of occupation under the conditions fixed by the Treaty. The
German Government shall also be responsible for the costs and expenses of the High
Commission, and for its housing. Suitable premises for the housing of the High
-Commission shall be selected after consultation with the German Government.

Article 7.

The Allied and Associated troops shall continue undisturbed in possession of any
premises at present occupied by them, subject to the provision of Article 8 (b) below.

Article 8.

(a) The German Government shall undertake, moreover, to place at the disposal

•of the Allied and Associated troops and to maintain in good state of repair all the

military establishments required for the said troops, with the necessary furniture,
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heating and lighting, in accordance with the regulations concerning these matters in

force in the various armies concerned. These shall include accommodation for

officers and men, guard rooms, officers, administrative, regimental and staff head-

quarters, workshops, store-rooms, hospitals, laundries, regimental schools, riding schools-

stables, training grounds and rifle and artillery ranges, aviation grounds, grazing

grounds, warehouses for supplies and grounds for military manoeuvres, also theatre

and cinema premises, and reasonable facilities for sport and for recreation grounds

for the troops.

(b) Private soldiers and non-commissioned officers shall be accommodated in

barracks, and shall not be billeted on the inhabitants, except in cases of exceptional

emergency.

In the event of the existing military establishments being insufficient or not being

considered suitable, the Allied and Associated troops may take possession of any
other public or private establishment with its personnel, suitable for those purposes,

or, if there are no such suitable premises, they may require the construction of new
barracks.

Civilian and military officers and their families may be billeted on the inhabitants

in accordance with the billeting regulations in force in each army.

Article 9.

~No German direct taxes or duties will be payable by the High Commission, the

Allied and Associated armies or their personnel.

Food supplies, arms, clothing equipment and provisions of all kinds for the use

of the Allied and Associated armies, or addressed to the military authorities, or to

the High Commission, or to canteens and officers' messes, shall be transported free

of charge and free of all import duties of any kind.

Article 10.

The personnel employed on all means of communication (railways, railroads and
tramways of all kinds, waterways (including the Rhine), roads and rivers), shall obey
any orders given by, or on behalf of, the Commander-in-Chief of the Allied and Asso-
ciated armies for military purposes.

All the material and all the civil personnel necessary for the maintenance and
working of all means of communication must be kept intact on all such means of
communication in the occupied territory.

The transport on the railways of troops or individual soldiers or officers, on
duty or furnished with a warrant, will be effected without payment.

Article 11. •

The Armies of Occupation may continue to use for military purposes all existing

telegraphic and telephonic installations.

The Armies of Occupation shall also have the right to continue to install and use
military telegraph and telephone lines, wireless stations and all other similar means of

communication which may appear to them expedient. For this purpose, subject to the
approval of the High Commission, they may enter upon and occupy any land, whether
public or private.

The personnel of the public telegraph and telephone services shall continue to

obey the orders of the Commander-in-Chief of the Allied and Associated Armies given
for military purposes.

Telegrams and messages to or from the Allied and Associated authorities and the
High Commission and of an official nature shall be entitled to priority over all other

41—41e—12



4 REPLY OF ALLIED AXD ASSOCIATED POWERS

10 GEORGE V, A. 1919

communications and shall be despatched free of charge. The Allied and Associated

military authorities shall have the right to supervise the order in which such communi-
cations are transmitted.

No wireless telegraphy installations shall be allowed to be erected by the authorities

or by the inhabitants of the occupied territory without previous authorisation by the

Allied and Associated military authorities.

Article 12.

The personnel of the postal service shall obey any orders given by or on behalf of

the Commander-in-Chief of the Allied and Associated Armies for military purposes.

The public postal service shall continue to be carried out by the German authorities,

but this shall not in any way affect the retention of the military postal services

organised by the Armies of Occupation, who shall have the right to use all existing

postal routes for military requirements.

The said armies shall have the right to run postal wagons with all necessary

personnel on all existing postal routes.

The German Government shall transmit free of charge and without examination

letters and parcels which may be entrusted to its post-offices by or for the Armies of

Occupation or by or for the High Commission ; and shall be responsible for the value

of any letters or parcels lost.
t

Article 13.

The High Commission shall have the power, whenever they think it necessary, to

declare a state of seige in any part of the territory or in the whole of it. Upon such

declaration the military authorities shall have the powers provided in the German
Imperial Law of May 30th, 1892.

In case of emergency, where public order is disturbed or threatened in any

district, the local military authorities shall have the power to take such temporary

measures as may be necessary for restoring order. In such case the military authorities

shall report the facts to the High Commission.

Done at Versailles, the twenty-eighth day of June, one thousand nine hundred

and nineteen.

Woodrow Wilson.

Robert Lansing.

Henry "White.

E. M. House.
Tasker H. Bliss.

D. Lloyd George.

A. Bonar Law.
Milner.

Arthur James Balfour.

George X. Barnes.

CHAS. J. DOHERTY.
Arthur L. Sifton.

W. M. Hughes.
Joseph Cook.

Louis Botha.

J. C. Smuts.

W. F. Massey.

Ed. S. Montagu.
Ganga Singh, Maharaja De Bikaner.

G. Clemenceau.
S. Pichon.

L. L. Klotz.

Andre Tardieu.

Jules Cambon.
Hymans.
J. Van Den Heuvel.
Emile Vandervelde.

Hermann Ml'ller.

Dr. Bell.


