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Missouri lawmakers are look-
ing to put the legalization of mari-
juana on the next 2018 ballot. 

The Missouri Marijuana Le-
galization Initiative may appear on 
the ballot November 6, 2018. The 
initiative would remove marijuana 
from the state’s list of controlled 
substances, legalize marijuana for 
recreational and medical use, al-
low for the sale of marijuana and 
immediately release all prisoners 
incarcerated for nonviolent mari-
juana-related crimes. It would also 
forbid the state from using state 
funds to enforce federal marijuana 
laws that confl ict with state mari-
juana laws.

According to Governing.com, 
29 states and the District of Co-
lumbia currently have laws broad-
ly legalizing marijuana in some 
form, most for medical use. Seven 
states and the District of Columbia 
have adopted the most expansive 
laws, legalizing marijuana for rec-
reational use.

According to the Journal of 
American Medical Association, 
little more than one percent of the 
U.S. adult population uses mari-
juana based on a clinical recom-
mendation, whereas 12 percent 
of adults use marijuana for rec-
reational purposes. However, ac-
cording to the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA), the legal-
ization of the drug has decreased 
the number of overdoses on Opi-
oid and was shown to have notice-
able effects on seizure disorders, 
such as epilepsy.

But, the legalization of med-
ical marijuana raises concern for 
local Maryville law enforcement. 
Nodaway County Sheriff Ran-
dy Strong said his department al-
ready has issues related to the drug 
and he believes legalizing it would 
cause more harm than good. 

“You will see an increase in 
traffi c related accidents, you will 
see an increase in calls for po-
lice services, you will see an in-
crease in calls for children’s divi-
sion helping parents who are using 
this and are fi red and out of work,” 
Strong said. “So they are not work-
ing and doing other things, but not 
taking care of their children and 
you’re going to have a loss of in-
come.”

Strong gathers most of his in-
formation from Colorado and oth-
er states which have legalized 
marijuana. 

“I base this off of cases out of 
the state of Colorado where they 
are dealing with these issues, but 
these issues aren’t really being 
made public because of the pro-le-
galization people,” Strong said.  

The biggest push toward legal-
ization of marijuana, both medi-

cally and recreationally, lies in the 
belief it will bring in more tax rev-
enue. However, Strong states it is 
more likely to hurt the economy 
than stimulate it. 

“People think this is going to 
bring in tax revenue when in fact it 
is probably going to hurt the state 
more dealing because they will be 
dealing with more crimes related 
to marijuana,” Strong said. “This 
will cause an increase in cost of 

all of the service providers like 
police and the children’s division 
that the state has to pay for has 
suddenly come to the forefront.” 

However, a Northwest junior, 
who only wanted to be known as 
Ruby, believes legalization of the 
drug would help increase job rev-
enue. 

Missouri aims to legalize marijuana

Missouri lawmakers are looking to put the legalization of marijuana on the 2018 ballot. � is would remove marijuana from the state’s list of controlled substances, and 
legalize marijuana for recreational and medical use, allow for the sale of marijuana and release all prisoners incarcerated for nonviolent marijuana-related crimes.
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Missouri House members 
passed legislation to tighten state 
abortion regulations with the aim 
to better ensure the health and 
safety of women. 

The law was passed at the end of 
October and some of the main pro-
visions include: allowing the attor-
ney general to prosecute violations 
of state abortion laws with no obli-
gation to inform local prosecutors, 
require physicians who perform an 
abortion to inform the woman oral-
ly and in person of the medical risks 
both immediate and long-term 72 
hours prior to the procedure, prevent 
abortion clinic staff from request-
ing emergency responders to alter 
their normal response procedure by 
turning off lights or sirens, and re-
quire an abortion facility to provide 
affi rmative evidence that each per-
son authorized to perform abortions 
is a physician licensed to practice in 
Missouri. 

The stronger safety regulations 
are meant to address a court ruling 
that struck down Missouri’s previ-
ous law requiring abortion providers 
to abide by the same regulations im-
posed on ambulatory surgical cen-
ters. The court also did away with a 

law requiring a doctor providing an 
abortion to have privileges at a near-
by hospital. 

According to johnstonsarchive.
net, 6.2 percent of pregnancies in 
Nodaway county were aborted in 
2012 to 2015. This is only a slight 
increase from 5.7 percent from 2011 
to 2015. According to, guttmacher.
org, as of 2014, 60 percent of wom-
en having abortions were in their 
20s. 

Executive Director of the 
Source Medical Clinic, Gwen 
Knowles, stated the clinic offers 
a variety of services for people in-
cluding pregnancy counseling. 

“People that are age 18 to 24, 
they are the population with the 
highest rate of pregnancy and STI’s 
and STD’s so we think it is really 
important to be in our community 
and offer that to people and offer it 
free of charge so everybody has ac-
cess to it,” Knowles said. 

“We do have options and coun-
seling. We will counsel on all three 
options of pregnancy that a person 
has which are; carry to term and be 
a parent, carry to term and place 
for adoption or abortion so we will 
give information about all of those 
things.”

New Missouri laws to 
make it harder 
to get abortions 

SEE ABORTION | A5
Missouri House members passed legislation to tighten state abortion regulations. 6.2 percent of pregnancies in Nodaway 
county were aborted in 2012 to 2015. � is is only a slight increase from 5.7 percent from 2011 to 2015.
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Tunnel repairs begin under University Drive
RACHEL ADAMSON
Chief Reporter | @RachelAdamsonxi

Facility Services has start-
ed emergency work to replace the 
tunnels under University Drive. 

According to Assistant Vice 
President of Capital Programs and 
Facility Services Allen Mays, this 
project consists of two different 
stages.

As part of the fi rst stage, dur-
ing Thanksgiving break Northwest 
will be turning off its high-pres-
sure steam heating system.

“We’ve got to shut everything 
down for those workers that are 
actually doing the construction 
work so the pipes will cool down 
and they can actually work on 
them,” Mays said. “...We’re doing 

this pipe valve placement over the 
Thanksgiving break because most 
people will be gone.”

When students return from 
Thanksgiving break, stage two 
will begin. Stage two will be a 
full replacement of the tunnel un-
der University Drive. This will in-
volve removal of the asphalt on 
Circle Drive, including removing 
the fountain that is in the middle 
of Circle Drive.

“There’s a lot of history that 
surrounds that fountain,” Mays 
said. “The fountain was originally 
a part of the city of Maryville and 
it was on the Maryville square. It 
was gifted to the University some 
time ago… We know that we are 
going to be removing the foun-
tain here shortly and crating it up 

and putting it in storage. I’m sure 
there will be discussions and plans 
about what we’re going to do with 
the fountain, but I’m not sure what 
that is yet.” 

Part of the funding for this 
emergency work comes from stu-
dent senate as a part of the cam-
pus master to support infrastruc-
ture upgrades.

“A portion of this funding is 
coming from the campus master 
plan funds,” Mays said. “There’s a 
fee that you pay as a student here 
that is for facilities and campus 
master plans. A fee that you paid 
this semester is helping support 
a portion of that tunnel replace-
ment.”   

Northwest began preparation for tunnel repairs Nov. 13 on University Drive 
between Seventh and Ninth Streets.

MADI NOLTE  | NW MISSOURIAN
SEE FULL STORY ONLINE AT

NWMISSOURINEWS.COM
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Graduate School
Northwest

If you’re planning to further 
your education, one of 
Northwest’s  Graduate 

Programs might 
be just the place for you!

Now offering Online 
Professional Programs in the:

Mail Graduation AnnouncementsRevise ResumeResearch Job PostingsPractice InterviewingConsider Grad School

Contact us:
(660) 562-1145

1-800-633-1175
gradsch@nwmissouri.edu

MBA: General Management
MBA: Human Resource Management
MBA: Marketing
MSEd: Education Leadership
MSEd: Special Education
MSEd: Curriculum & Instruction

For more info:
www.nwmissouri.edu/graduate/

Degreelist.html

714 N DEPOT • MARYVILLE, MO
(660)562-0025

tune-ups, heating & ac repair, Missouri state inspectors, 
brakes, computer diagnostics, fuel injection, suspension 

& steering, electrical, systems clean

1622 S Main St

$5 FILL 
UPS

Tax extra. Prices may vary Includes white & dark pcs. Extra charge for breast pc. and side item substitution may 
apply. Pepsi, Pepsi-Cola, Pepsi Globe are regisered trademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.KFC is a registered trademark of KFC 

Corporation. Off ers good at participating KFC® Locations. Limited Time Only

& d k E t hE t& dd k hhPrices may vary IncludPPricees maay vaary Inncluddes e for breast pc andge for breaast pcc and sidde

Pot Pie Breast3pc. Tend� sFam� s B� l
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Northwest observed Veterans 
Day by placing wreaths at each mil-
itary marker to honor the men and 
women who have served the country.

This is the fourth consecutive 
year Northwest has performed this 
ceremony. The ceremony is typ-
ically held on Veterans Day, but 
this year was performed the day 
before due to Veterans Day falling 
on Saturday.

University leaders, veterans 
and students on active duty gath-
ered at 10:50 a.m. Nov. 10 at the 
Memorial Bell Tower to place a 
wreath, then moved indoors to the 
third fl oor of the Administration 
building to place the fi nal wreath 
on the Roll of Honor. 

According to University Event 
Coordinator Gina Bradley, in the 
past, they have gone to each military 
marker site and laid a wreath at dif-
ferent times. However, due to colder 
temperatures this year, the Universi-
ty decided to place the majority of 
the wreaths simultaneously.

“We’ll leave (the wreaths) out 
through today just so (students and 
staff) can notice that we do rec-

ognize,” Bradley said. “We are a 
military friendly school, so we ac-
knowledge that we have students 
here that are veterans and are on 
active duty. We just want them to 
be recognized on this day.”

There are six military markers 
on campus: World War I Memorial 
Plaza, Bell of 1948, Roll of Honor, 
Memorial Bell Tower, Persian Gulf 
War Memorial and Navy V-5/V-12 
Combat Information Center. 

The wreath laying ceremony 
stemmed from President John Ja-
sinski as one of his ideas.

“Northwest over our 112-year 
history, those who have come be-
fore us have put together memori-
als and they’re spread throughout 
the campus,” Jasinski said. “We 
wanted to make sure that we up-
lift each one of them. We’ve put 
together on our website a look at 
all the memorials. Also on Veter-
ans Day, or in this case the day be-
fore, honoring those by laying a 
wreath at each one of the memori-
al sites. We thought it would be an 
appropriate way for this Universi-
ty to honor those who serve us.”   

University places wreaths to honor veterans

Northwest observed Veterans Day Nov. 10 by placing wreaths at each military marker to honor the men and women who have 
served the country.

RACHEL ADAMSON | NW MISSOURIANSEE FULL STORY ONLINE AT
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM
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Northwest narrows down the 
search for a new Assistant Vice 
President (AVP) of the Campus 
Recreational Center. 

The AVP will work to elevate 
Campus Recreation to enhance re-
cruitment, retention and gradua-
tion of students.

Student Senate gets to assist 
in the process. The senate passed 
a fee to help fund operations of the 
new Hughes Center and the center 
wanted the senate’s opinion during 
the hiring process.

Student Senate Vice President 
Alyssa Lincoln is one of the sena-
tors helping with the process. 

“The Assistant Vice President 
of Campus Recreation is an ad-

ministrative position that will cre-
ate and elevate our campus recre-
ation here at Northwest,” Lincoln 
said. “They will be involved in the 
retention and recruitment of stu-
dents, as well as oversee all oper-
ation of the new Hughes Center, 
intramural programs, and the stu-
dent rec. But their fi rst and main 
priority will be staffi ng and open-
ing the upcoming Hughes Field 
House.”

The job includes many other 
parts as well. One part of the job 
will be to collaborate with oth-
er campuses and communities to 
help keep the Northwest campus 
recreation up to date and to get 
ideas of how to better the center 
and students. 

According to the offi cial 
Northwest Job Description: “The 

AVP supervises the directors of 
the Student Recreation Center, the 
Foster Fitness Center, the Mozin-
go Outdoor Education and Recre-
ation Area (MOERA), and a vari-
ety of outdoor multi-use fi elds.” 

The AVP also has many re-
sponsibilities. 

“The Assistant Vice President 
is responsible for leadership, de-
velopment and oversight of all 
recreation services and programs 
including, but not limited to: In-
tramural Sports, Fitness, Club 
Sports, Mozingo Outdoor Educa-
tion Recreation Area (MOERA), 
Marketing, Promotions, Member 
Services, Personal Training, Busi-
ness Operations, Student Devel-
opment, Facility Planning, Devel-
opment, and Maintenance, Equip-
ment Maintenance and Technolo-

gy Services. Further, the AVP will 
collaborate with other campus and 
community groups to provide a di-
verse set of Recreation programs 
and services.”

The job has a few differ-
ent qualifi cation areas. The ap-
plicants will need a Master’s de-
gree in Recreation Administra-
tion, Physical Education or a relat-
ed fi eld. The AVP will also need at 
least three years of program lead-
ership in campus recreation pro-
gramming with appropriate fi eld 
experience. Experience in fi scal 
management of campus recreation 
programs, and knowledge of risk 
management planning is required. 
The candidates will also need to 
have an up to date First Aid and 
CPR certifi cation.  

The job was posted on 

NeoGov, an HR software for pub-
lic sector agencies. This website is 
often used for people in search of 
a higher education job. 

Lincoln believes that the can-
didates they narrowed the search 
down to are well qualifi ed for the 
position. 

“We have two amazing can-
didates, Greg Hansen and Caesar 
Wood, coming to campus Wednes-
day and Thursday,” Lincoln said. 
“They will be engaging with city 
leaders, Northwest student lead-
ers, administrators, and faculty 
and staff in Campus Recreation 
and Student Affairs.” 

Lincoln said a candidate will 
most likely be chosen as the new 
AVP on Friday, or sometime soon 
after the candidates visit campus. 

Rec Center to get new assistant vice president 
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St. Gregory’s 
Catholic 
Church

333 South Davis Street 
Maryville, MO 64468

Mass times:
Saturday- 5:00 pm (Reconciliation 4:15)
Sunday- 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  and 5 p.m. 

www.stgregorysmaryville.org

931 S. Main St.  

Worship 10 am  

Bible Study 9 am 

www.maryvillehope.org 

Pastor Oddi: 816.351.0744 

Hope Lutheran Church

Newman Catholic Center
“Faith seeking understanding.”

606 College Avenue
Max Pawlowski, Campus Minister

Masses 
Sun 7 pm 

Mon/Wed 5 pm
 Tue/Thu 9 pm

Confession 30 min before 

812.881.5151
www.facebook.com/northwestnewman

Free Dinner Wednesdays 
at 6 pm

Bible Studies, Retreats, 
Mission Trips and More

Worship in Maryville

PRIEST: Sid Breese 
SSBreese@aol.com, or call 816-262-4958

Need a ride? Call Jody 215-0734

www.saintpaulsmaryville.org
www.facebook.com/stpaulsmaryvillemo

Sundays at 9 a.m.
901 North Main

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Sunday music provided by 
Northwest students

101 E. 4th (Corner of 4th and Main)

We Will Be Your Church Away From Home

Free Counseling By Appointment If You Have Any Need At All
Call Pastor Jim At (660) 853-8759

Brand New Church
Sundays: 1:30PM For Worship (101 E. 4th, Maryville, MO)

All Northwest Students Are Welcome

pastorjimpearce@gmail.com
maryvillehub.com

In their 1500 year history, Benedictines have 
been known for their hospitality and the monks of 

Conception Abbey are no exception. People of all faiths 
are always welcome to join the monks for prayer.

Visit us online for a complete listing of 
our daily prayer schedule.

www.conceptionabbey.org/guests

Lutheran 
Campus Center

www.h o pem a ryv i lle.o rg

(next to Alumni House)

Lutheran Campus Center- 
Maryville Missouri

More info: 660.582.3262

Bible Study Wednesday 8:30 PM

Home cooked meals Sunday 5:30 PM

6th and Vine 
Maryville, MO

660.582.8089

Sunday 
Morning Bible Study |  9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship | 10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship | 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study | 7:00 p.m.

maryvillechurchofchrist.blogspot.com 
maryvillechurchofchrist@gmail.com

Maryville Church 
 of Christ

Join us for Acapella Singing and more!

Join Us On Sundays:
9:30 a.m. Bible Study

10:45 a.m. Worship Service
6:30 p.m. Evening Bible Study

121 E. Jenkins St. Maryville, MO  64468
Joe Ledbetter, Pastor

SHOW PEOPLE JESUS

Country Side 
Christian 
Church

24899 Icon Rd, Maryville,MO 64468
(660) 582-8872

Sunday Mornings 
10AM

Coffee & Donuts at 9:30AM

Wesley Student Center

Travis Dimmitt
Campus Minister
549 W. 4th (660-582-2211)
(wesley@nwmissouri.edu)
www.northwestwesley.com

All Are Welcome!

Free dinner 6 PM Tuesday followed 
by Bible Study

Midweek Worship 
9:00 Wednesday Nights

Facebook.com/northwestwesley

Advertise Your Church
660.562.1635

Every Sunday:
                 9:00 a.m.   Worship
                 11:00 a.m. Worship
 
Every Wednesday:
                       7:00 p.m. Worship

24770 Interlude Road
(Take 16th Street all the way east, turn le� , and follow signs)

First United Methodist Church

4x4 Baksetball on Tuesday at 8:30 pm

www.maryvillefumc.org

Mondays

MATTHEW BERRY 
Reporter| @TheMatthewBerry

Nodaway County Prosecuting 
Attorney Robert Rice is holding 
law enforcement classes this month 
in hopes to help save money and 
provide direct communication.

The classes are being held once 
a week in the county administration 
building for free to any peace 
offi cer in Nodaway county. Rice 
chose to host these classes to help 
local law enforcement offi cers and 
their budgets. 

“I decided that, in order to 
help out our local law enforcement 
agencies fi ll the requirements that 
each police offi cer must have 
every year, put on classes that go 
over common topics that we see 
and deal with here on a frequent 
basis in Nodaway county.”  Rice 
said.

The decision to offer these 
classes to the offi cers for free 
seemed obvious to Rice.

“We are in tight, lean, budget 
times, Rice said. “Each one of my 
law enforcement agencies must 
send all of their police offi cers to 
these trainings and that costs a lot 

of money. I thought why not try to 
help them stretch their dollar by 
offering a training here locally that 
they would not have to pay for.”

The expenses Rice refer to 
were explained by University Po-
lice Chief Clarence Green. Green 
pointed out that when these class-
es are not taught locally, the costs 
can become problematic.

“We typically have to send 
folks away to trainings that are 
done at the type of level,” Green 
said. “It’s going to cost us a hotel, 
it’s going to cost us travel expens-
es, (however) the biggest cost is 
that time away and someone else 
has to cover their time cause we 
are (a) 24/365 operation.” 

Once approved by the state 
of Missouri, Rice is set to teach a 
course on the topics of intoxicat-
ed driving, controlled substances, 
writing effective probable cause 
statements and case law updates. 
This class would count for four of 
the 24 hours required of every of-
fi cer yearly.

Prosecuting offi ce hosts law enforcement classes

Law enforcement o�  cers learn about common legal issues during a training session held by Nodaway County Prosecutor 
Robert Rice Nov. 7. One more session will be o� ered Nov. 22 at the Nodaway County Administration Center conference 
room.

TAYLOR JOHNSON  | NW MISSOURIAN
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Graduate students in 
information systems are designing 
information management systems 
for the new Mozingo conference 
center as part of their capstone 
course.

The Masters of Science 
in Information Systems was 
introduced last fall, and this group 
is the fi rst to take the capstone 
course. The course is taken during 
the student’s fi nal semester and 
synthesizes information from all 
of their classes into one project.

Coordinator of the information 
systems graduate program Joni 
Adkins said this course offers 
students an experience they 
wouldn’t normally have.

“Most of our graduate students 
go to school year-round, they 
don’t generally do an internship, 
so this is a great way for them to 
get to work with someone outside 
of the school in more of a business 
setting,” Adkins said.

City manager Greg McDanel 
previously worked with Northwest 
students to design the Mozingo 
logo. When the plans for the 
Mozingo conference center were 

announced, and when the city was 
looking for a group to provide 
information management systems, 
he looked to Northwest again.

Assistant professor Cindy 
Tu, the instructor of the capstone 
course, along with Adkins met 
with McDanel to determine what 
the information system needs 
would be.

“Right now they (the Mozingo 
Conference Center) don’t have 
any information systems to 
help the management, so we 
interviewed them, and our students 
actually visited the facility and 
then we got four system ideas: 

employee management, beverage 
management, room management 
and supply management,” Tu said.

The students were divided into 
four groups, each with a different 
system to design a prototype 
for. They meet with their client-
-the director of the conference 
center Ashley Barber--regularly 
to discuss progress and potential 
changes.

“Every two weeks she [Barber] 
comes for a review. We divide the 
work into fi ve sprints. After every 
sprint is done, the client will come 
and they have the review meeting 
and the students will present their 

progress during this sprint to the 
client, and the client will give 
them comments and feedback for 
the progress. After fi ve sprints 
they will have fi nished the whole 
prototype,” Tu said.

This project is different from 
an internship in that it’s specifi -
cally designed to utilize all of the 
skills the students have learned in 
their classes: from the technical 
skills to leadership and communi-
cation skills.

Students work to design new Mozingo computer system

SEE FULL STORY ONLINE AT
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM



An Independent Student Newspaper since 1914.
800 University Drive, Wells Hall

Maryville, MO  64468

Your fi rst copy of the Northwest Missourian is free.
Additional copies are 25¢ each.

Newsroom: (660) 562-1224
Advertising: (660) 562-1635
Circulation: (660) 562-1528

Fax: (660) 562-1521
www.nwmissourinews.com

northwestmissourian@gmail.com

NORTHWEST
MISSOURIANST

A
FF

Steven Chappell
Student Publications Director

Leslie Murphy
General Manager/Advertising Director

DIRECTORS

James Henderson III, Editor in Chief
Darcie Bradford, Managing Editor

Michael Cripe, A&E and Opinion Editor
Isaiah Swann, Sports Editor

Joseph Andrews, Assistant Sports Editor
Alexis Geisert, Photo Editor

Annastasia Tuttle, Photo Editor
Makenzie Dockerty, Design Editor

Katie Stevenson, News Editor
Colin Vaughan, Cartoonist
Meka Wright, Copy Editor

EDITORIAL STAFF
Desi Kerr, Sales Manager

Ivory Lacina, Design Manager
Ryan Griesinger, Asst. Design Manager

Madison Krannawitter, Advertising Graphic Artist
Kristy Briggs, Account Executive

Kaitlynn Ruoff, Account Executive
Alison Hanner, Account Executive

Emerson Carbajal, Account Executive

ADVERTISING STAFF
Trent Spinner, Chief Reporter

Tucker Franklin, Chief Reporter
Rachel Adamson, Chief Reporter
Coralie Hertzog, Chief Reporter
Brooke Beasley, Chief Reporter

Justin Quick, Chief Reporter
James Howey, Chief Reporter

James Christensen, Chief Reporter
Meka Wright, Copy Editor

Taylor Gonnerman, Designer
Myranda Nerud, Designer

Josh Dallas, Designer
Morgan Jones, Photographer
Taylor LeGrone, Photographer
Dylan Coldsmith, Photographer

NEWS STAFF

If you believe information within our publication is 
incorrect, please email us at 

northwestmissourian@gmail.com, call our newsroom 
(660) 562-1224, or leave us a comment on 

nwmissourinews.edu.

CORRECTIONS POLICY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We publish letters from readers for free. All letters 
become the property of the Northwest Missourian, 

which reserves the right to edit them. Letters should 
include your name, address and telephone number. 

Letters should be between 150 and 300 words and sent 
to m.cripe.missourian@gmail.com.

A4 OPINION
NORTHWEST MISSOURIAN

November 16, 2017

@NWM_AE

Once again our country has 
been struck by tragedy, an event 
that is happening all too often in 
our country.

I have noticed a startling trend 
on social media following every 
tragedy. For about 12 hours af-
ter the fi rst report, sites like Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram are 
full of love and support for the 
victims and their families. But the 
moment those 12 hours are over 

it is like the harpies swoop in and 
turn these events into a platform to 
bring about political change.

While I do believe change 
needs to be made in our country, 
a majority of these posts are noth-
ing more than attacking the oth-
er party for their beliefs. Demo-
crats blame Republicans for lax 
gun control policies, and the Re-
publicans blame the Democrats 
for what gun control policies are 
already in place.

Since this semester began, 
there have been at least four ma-
jor terror attacks on United States 
soil. While each one of these 
events garnered a lot of public 
support for the victims and survi-

vors, they quickly turned into po-
litical debates on whether or not a 
certain gun should be allowed or 
restrictions on a basic American 
rights and the protections provid-
ed by the Second Amendment.

These fi ghts are not going to 
get us anywhere. A discussion is 
fi ne and dandy, but unless we are 
willing to go out and consciously 
make a change, these acts of vio-
lence are going to continue to hap-
pen.

In the United States we have 
the highest death rates in regards 
to gun violence compared to other 
countries at our level of develop-
ment in the world. Japan only had 
12 deaths caused by guns last year. 

In the United States, this same sta-
tistic was over 12 thousand, ac-
cording to an article posted by the 
Atlantic.

Regardless of how you iden-
tify politically, this is an issue we 
need to discuss, but there is a prop-
er time and place to have these dis-
cussions. Social media is not the 
place to start these discussions. 
Get involved in local govern-
ments, call your representatives, 
if you are passionate on seeing 
something changed, run for offi ce. 

The change begins with us, 
and if you do not do anything 
aside from tweet about it, noth-
ing is going to get done. There is 
a quote from Louis L’Amour that 

keeps playing heavily in my mind. 
“To make democracy work, 

we must be a nation of partic-
ipants, not simply observers,” 
L’Amour said.

Get involved, it is only when 
we the people get involved in the 
political process that any change 
will be accomplished.

The only change that will suc-
ceed is the one that we make an ef-
fort to push for. If we do not put in 
the effort, we will get nowhere. I 
would love to see a day where I am 
not afraid that I might be shot just 
going through my daily business.

So quit typing tweets, pick up 
the phone and make a change in 
our world.

JAMES CHRISTENSEN 
Opinion Columnist
@jameschris1701

JAMES CHRISTENSEN 

Dear Staff of the Northwest 
Missourian,

 
I know you have received 

complaint letters in the past.  There 
was the one week with the Stroll-
er article, “Your Bearcat Wants You 
to Understand Plural versus Sin-
gular,” that upset some students 
on campus. But that was an opin-
ion piece by one individual.  Some 
people agreed with it, some peo-
ple disagreed with it, but neverthe-
less, it was an opinion article writ-
ten by one person that didn’t refl ect 
the opinion of the Missourian as a 
whole.

Today, I read an article that said 
it was “Our View,” implying it was 
an article that refl ected the opinions 
of the Missourian as a whole.  Since 
it is an article that refl ects the view 
of your staff as a whole, I feel com-
pelled to write you about it.  And let 

me tell you, I can’t remember the 
last time I was so angry reading an 
article.  Let me explain why.

 The article was called “Politics 
do not belong in our cars.”  The ar-
ticle title seemed innocent enough, 
but I soon learned the content with-
in was sinister.  Particularly, this 
part of the article:

“Driving can be like mod-
ern day Darwinism. If people text 
while driving, it’s on them. They 
made the choice to put their lives, 
as well as others, in danger and 
should accept the consequences.”  

Excuse me, but did you all just 
imply that making poor decisions 
that put OTHER LIVES in danger 
is okay because that’s the person’s 
choice?  I have never heard any-
thing farther from the truth. Also, 
do you even know what Darwin-
ism MEANS? Natural selection is 
about passing on traits genetical-

ly that help your species survive its 
environment, it does NOT equate 
to recklessly putting other lives 
at risk because you feel like it, so 
don’t try to twist Darwin’s life work 
for your own gains. Besides the id-
iocy of this claim in of itself, it hits 
me on a personal level.

A few years ago, it was near-
ing my parents’ wedding anniver-
sary which was of course meant 
to be a day of joy and celebration.  
They had made plans to spend the 
day of jubilation together, just the 
two of them, which wasn’t an op-
portunity they got very often rais-
ing four kids.

Well, instead of spending the 
day together in joyful celebration, 
they spent it at a funeral.  A friend 
of theirs was struck and killed by 
someone who was texting and driv-
ing.  Their friend was a mother, and 
that mother was homeschooling 

her children.  She was KILLED by 
someone texting and driving.  And 
you’re telling me people have the 
right to be so reckless “because it’s 
their choice”?  You say the govern-
ment has no right to step in to pro-
tect its citizens?

It is 100% the right of the gov-
ernment to step in to help protect 
the lives of its citizens.  And trust 
me, I am not someone who is big 
into government control.  But I 
know there are things that are im-
portant for the government to reg-
ulate for the safety of its citizens.  
The law requires us to wear seat 
belts, and that’s for our own safety.  
Texting and driving is an extremely 
dangerous habit that not only hurts 
ourselves, but hurts others. It robs 
children of their mothers, wives 
from their husbands, friends from 
friends.

You claim the law would be 

too hard to enforce?  I beg to differ.  
You argue you want to still be able 
to use GPS on your phone? Fine, 
other states with texting and driv-
ing laws allow this.  But you argue 
that the government shouldn’t get 
involved to stop texting and driv-
ing?  Tell that to the children who 
are missing their mother due to 
such a line of thought.

This article was ignorant and 
upsetting.  You should think more 
carefully about how you phrase 
things in the future or you will be-
gin losing readers.

 
Thank you for your time in 

reading this.
A concerned reader,
Melinda

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

OUR VIEW:

Legalized marijuana could benefi t Missouri
It may be time for Missouri to 

fi nally hop on the quickly populat-
ing bandwagon of legalizing me-
dicinal and recreational marijuana. 

While Missouri stands as a 
conservative state, the benefi ts of 
medical marijuana may be too sig-
nifi cant to pass up. Legalization 
has already begun in some form 
for 29 of the 50 states. For exam-
ple, Alaska legalized medical mar-
ijuana in 1998 and have contin-
ued to reap the health and mone-
tary benefi ts of the decision, ac-
cording to the Alaska Department 
of Health and Social Services. The 
health department’s website even 
provides risk and safety facts for 
the use of marijuana.

This can seem reckless and 
dangerous to some, but states that 
have legalized medical use have a 
series of strict requirements and 
guidelines to prevent a landslide 
of problems. States like Hawaii, 
Illinois, Maryland and Delaware 
require mandatory registration, 
only after being diagnosed with 
approved medical conditions. Pa-
tients receive registration ID cards, 
and in most cases, these cards can 
not be used in other states, regard-
less of the state’s laws on the drug.

Medicinal marijuana has been 
known to reduce the effects of can-
cer, glaucoma, HIV/AIDS and ep-
ileptic seizures, according to Leaf-
ty.com. Conditions such as these 
can be extremely hard to live with, 
so why not give people the relief 
they need? Wouldn’t it be the hu-
mane thing to do? 

While most marijuana uses are 
recreational, the spreading legal-
ization of the drug has actually de-
creased the amount of overdoses 
from opioid drugs such as heroin, 
cocaine and prescription pills. The 
monetary benefi ts of marijuana are 

even greater. According to CNN, 
the state of Colorado has increased 
their state revenue by $500 million 
since its legalization in 2014.

Local Maryville law enforce-
ment may not agree with the ad-
dition of marijuana legalization to 
the 2018 ballot, for fear of an in-
crease in drug related issues, but 

it will only help settle these prob-
lems. Yes, there may be an in-
crease of negative marijuana relat-
ed phone calls to local sheriff’s de-
partment, but that comes with any 
legally acceptable, yet possibly 
dangerous action from consent-
ing adults. There will be individ-
uals who abuse the substance, just 

as people abuse the use of alcohol, 
but the benefi ts will outnumber the 
drawbacks. We should take heed 
of our neighboring states and fol-
low their examples.

Finding a healthy and safe bal-
ance between medical and recre-
ational use of marijuana will save 
college students, parents--average 

weveryday people from a life be-
hind bars. Even rescue individuals 
have been incarcerated for nonvi-
olent marijuana related charges. 
We have an opportunity to create 
an environment where individuals 
can be relieved of their pain, re-
united with their family, and stay 
safe--why not take it?

Keep politics out of tragedies

COLIN VAUGHN | NW MISSOURIAN
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“It would get people more 
jobs because there are multiple 
aspects to it,” Ruby said. “You 
have the agricultural side of it and 
you’ve got the dispensary side of 
it and you’ve also got all of the se-
curity and law enforcement jobs 
you would need because people 
would need to fi gure out a way to 
test people and make sure people 
are not smoking and driving.”

According to taxfoundation.
org, a mature marijuana industry 
could generate up to $28 billion in 
tax revenues for state, federal and 
local governments. A federal tax 
of 23 dollars per pound of product 
could generate up to 500 million 
dollars per year and a 10 percent 
sales tax could generate upward 
of 5.3 billion dollars per year. 

Junior Kelsy Wilkenson not-
ed the government could treat the 
drug like they do cigarettes or al-
cohol and use the taxes to help 
fund different things. 

“They use the taxes on alco-
hol and cigarettes to help fund 
education and they could do that 
with weed and that would be a 
good thing,” Wilkenson said. 
“You could do taxes on weed to 
fund different types of research as 
well.”

Not only does Strong believe 
the drug would negatively affect 
the economy he also stated he 
would need proof to understand 
its uses medically. 

“I have not really seen any-
thing that tells me that medi-
cal marijuana is all that that I see 
on social media and the news,” 
Strong said. “If we were seeing 
that we would be seeing miracu-
lous cures all over the place and I 
am just not seeing that. I think it is 
all just smoke and mirrors because 
I haven’t seen the proof yet.”

According to the NIDA, the 
term medical marijuana refers 
to using the whole, unprocessed 
marijuana plant or its basic ex-
tracts to treat a disease or symp-
tom. The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA), however, has 

not recognized or approved the 
plant as medicine. But, people are 
still using the plant to help treat a 
number of illnesses and diseases, 
though its true effectiveness is not 
yet known. This element of un-
knowing has created a divide.

According to the New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine, eight-
in-10 doctors approve the use of 
medical marijuana. And accord-
ing to a study from the Califor-
nia Behavioral Risk Factor Sur-
veillance system, 92 percent said 
that medical marijuana alleviated 
symptoms of their serious medi-
cal conditions, including chronic 
pain, arthritis, migraine and can-
cer.

However, Ruby believes the 
drug should be readily available 
to those who need it like any other 
prescription is. 

“People who marijuana has 
been medically benefi cial to 
should be able to have it readily 
available,” Ruby said. “It would 
still need to be regulated if it is 
made legal just like any other drug 
is.

According to abort73.com, 
.288 percent of women getting 
abortions physical health was 
threatened by the pregnancy. 
While .294 percent of women get-
ting abortions mental health was 
threatened by the pregnancy. 6.27 
percent of women decided to abort 
for social or economic reasons, 
most often believing they could 
not support a child. 

Junior Kelsy Wilkenson be-
lieves abortion services should be 
easily accessible to everyone.

“It (abortion) should be readily 
available and offered at all hospi-
tals and the fact that they are mak-
ing it harder to get and are passing 
these TRAP (Target Regulation of 
Abortion Providers) laws is real-
ly messed up,” Wilkenson said. 
“People think it will deter people 
from getting abortions when real-
ly they are just making it harder to 
get, but people will still get them.”

According to the Center for 
Reproductive Rights, TRAP laws 
single out the medical practices 
of doctors who provide abortions 
and impose on them requirements 
which are different and more trou-
blesome than those imposed on 
other medical practices. 

Junior Sam Hefl in also be-
lieves it is important for abortions 
to remain available because wom-
en will still seek out abortion even 
if they are not available. 

“I think it is important that 
abortion remains legal and has 
easy access so people who choose 
to do that have the option and 
aren’t turning to other more dan-
gerous solutions,” Hefl in said. 

According to Knowles, it is 

important to know your options 
when it comes to all aspects of 
your sexual health. 

“...Your sexual health is just 
really important,” Knowles said. 
“You guys are so smart but some-
times it seems like you don’t al-
ways know how your bodies work 
or what you should get tested for 
and what options are available 
when it comes so to pregnancies 
so we like to do a lot of education-
al pieces over that.”

The new law also allows per-
mits the health department to 
make an unannounced on-site in-
spection of any abortion facility 
at least annually, strengthen pen-
alties for abortion clinics and hos-
pitals that do not comply with the 
requirements for submitting fetal 
tissue after an abortion and require 
all tissue removed at the time of 
abortion be sent to a pathologist 
within fi ve days for examination.

According to the Center for 
Reproductive Rights Missouri, 
North Dakota and Kentucky place 
the most limits on private insur-
ance coverage, limiting cover-
age of abortions to only when it is 
medically necessary for women.

While Hefl in does not identi-
fy as either party when it comes 
to abortions she still believes they 
are much needed for health-relat-
ed issues. 

“I’m not necessarily pro-life or 
pro-choice but I think there are cer-
tain circumstances that call for an 
abortion and where it is okay but I 
also think there are times where it 
is not okay,” Hefl in said. “I think if 
the laws are passed they won’t be 
preventing people from getting an 
abortion they will still get them il-
legal and that is very unhealthy for 
the women and the child.”

ABORTION
CONTINUED FROM A1

MARIJUANA
CONTINUED FROM A1

Oct. 31
There is an ongoing investigation 
for larceny at the 1600 block of 
South Main Street. 

Nov.2 
There is an ongoing investigation 
for assault at the 1500 block of 
South Munn Street. 

Nov. 3 
A summons was issued to Danae 
Burroughs, 21, for not having a 
valid driver’s license at the 1000 
block of East Third Street. 

Nov. 6
A summons was issued to Ashley 
Farnsworth, 22, from Albany for 
driving while intoxicated, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and 
failure to display lighted headlam-
ps at the 800 block of South Main 
Street.  

A summons was issued to Hay-
ley Farnsworth, 20, from Albany 
for minor in possession at the 
800 block of South Main Street.

There is an ongoing investigation 
for larceny at the 1200 block of 
South Main Street.

Nov. 8
A summons was issued to 
Colton Downing, 20, for wanted 
on warrant, failure to appear in 
court and improper registration 
at the 400 block of North Market 
Street. 

There is an ongoing investigation 
for burglary at the 1700 block of 
North Grand Avenue. 

A summons was issued to Zach-
ary Birch, 20, for possession of 
marijuana, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, possession of false 
I.D. and improper registration at 
the 200 block of West Seventh 

Street. 

Nov. 9
Various medications were re-
covered at the 600 block of East 
Seventh Street. 

Nov. 10
There is an ongoing investiga-
tion for fraud at the 600 block of 
North Buchanan Street. 

There is an ongoing investigation 
for a hit and run at the 200 block 
of Che Drive. 

Nov. 11
A summons was issued to 
Shahzad Ahmed, 44, for sup-
plying alcohol to a minor at the 
600 block of North Main Street.

Nov. 12
A summons was issued to Luis 
Acosta, 30, from Los Fresnos 
Texas for not having a valid 
driver’s license at the 600 block 
of East Fourth Street. 

Blotters for the week of Oct. 30
Maryville Department 
of Public Safety

Nov. 9
There are fi ve closed investigation 
for liquor law violation at Hudson 
Hall. 

There is an open investigation for 
property damage at Perrin Hall. 

Nov. 11
There is a closed investigation 
for liquor law violation at Hudson 
Hall. 

There is a closed investigation 

for liquor law violation at Hudson 
Hall. 
There is a closed investigation 
for liquor law violation at Hudson 
Hall. 

There is a closed investigation 
for liquor law violation at Hudson 
Hall. 

Northwest Missouri 
State University 
Police Department

Sophomore Brian Chancey practices for the upcoming Winterguard season Nov. 
15. � e � rst o�  cial practice for the team is Sunday.

ALEXIS GEISERT  | NW MISSOURIAN

Winter Guard returns to Northwest
BROOKE BEASLEY
Chief Reporter  | @bumbleebee40

Northwest Winter Guard begins 
recruitment to prepare for their 
end of year competition.

The Winter Guard begins its 
second season on Northwest Cam-
pus. Winter Guard is an organiza-
tion that is similar to Color Guard, 
but doesn’t have any campus per-
formances and isn’t affi liated 
with the Bearcat Marching Band 
(BMB). 

Sophomore Brian Chaney, the 
organization’s vice president and 
stand in treasurer, notes  there’s a 
main reason the organization isn’t 
a part of the BMB. 

“Dr. Strickland already has 
a lot on her plate, so she doesn’t 
have enough time to add anoth-
er thing to sponsor to her already 
large set of duties,” Chaney said. 
“Our sponsor is Kylie Mattke, she 
works in the registrar’s offi ce and 
is the coach of the Maryville high 
school guards as well.”

Transcript Specialist Kylie 

Mattke  is  excited to sponsor Win-
ter Guard.

“They came to me one day 
and asked me to be a sponsor, and 
my eyes lit up because I went to 
school here and I’ve been rooting 
for it (Winter Guard) since I was in 
school here,” Mattke said.  

Mattke noted  this is the Win-
ter Guard’s second year at North-
west. Many schools surround-
ing Northwest also have Winter 
Guard. MoWest competed for the 
fi rst time last season. UCM, Tru-
man and  other schools have more 
than one Winter Guard team at the 
school. 

Winter Guard uses fl ags like 
the Color Guard , but it also uses  
“weaponry”, or rifl es and sa-
bers (dancing swords). They cho-
reograph a routine to a musical 
soundtrack and perform indoors. A 
typical season lasts from Novem-
ber to early April. 

Chaney is excited for the sea-
son to start. 

“The main difference (from 
Color Guard) is  it is indoors, 

which makes it so much more 
fun,” Chaney said. “You can do 
really cool and tall tosses because 
you don’t have to worry about the 
wind blowing your fl ag 56 yards 
away. You also get to incorporate 
more dance and bodywork, which 
just looks great underneath your 
fl ag or rifl e.”

One of the jobs Chaney has as 
vice president is to choreograph 
and recruit for tryouts. He wants 
students to know that recruitment 
is open for a little while longer, 
and is hoping  more people join 
the guard.  He wants other people 
to experience it the way he got the 
chance to.

“I am a part of the Win-
ter Guard because guard is what 
I love,” Chaney said. “Before I 
joined Color Guard in highschool, 
I was in a really rough place, but 
getting to go out and perform 
brought a joy to my life.”

SEE FULL STORY 
ONLINE AT

NWMISSOURINEWS.COM

Fiber internet coming to Maryville
MADI NOLTE
Missourian Reporter | @mnoelnolte

With nearly two-thirds of rural 
Missourians lacking access to high 
speed internet, United Electric Co-
operative has taken matters into its 
own hands to lower this number. 

According to calix.com, in 
2011, Maryville-based United 
Electric Cooperative was award-
ed a $21 million broadband stimu-
lus package provided by the Rural 
Utilities Service. 

Since receiving this stimulus, 
United Electric created a subsid-
iary, United Fiber, that has worked 
continuously to expand broadband 
access to cooperative members 
and new customers alike. 

In “All Things Northwest: Rural 
Broadband and the Hughes Field-
house on the Northwest Campus” 

radio show aired Sept. 12, United 
Electric CEO James Bagley said the 
needs of the people have grown. 

United Electric built electri-
cal services for people in the coun-
try back in the 1930s. United Fi-
ber initially had drive to build for 
those out in rural areas that no oth-
er carriers were going to provide 
access to otherwise.

“It was our members’ needs,” 
Bagley said. “So, we took advan-
tage of a government stimulus pro-
gram and got it to as many of them 
as we could.”

Bagley stresses the impor-
tance of broadband access to peo-
ple of rural and urban places alike 
in today’s world. 

With United Fiber, Bagley said 
faster internet speeds will help 
economic development, increase 
property values, allow quicker 

transfer of medical fi les, as well as 
benefi tting rural schools. 

“Rural education in my opin-
ion is the one thing we need to 
make sure we keep this area viable 
and to keep our economy going,” 
Bagley said. 

Will Murphy, telephone and 
video engineer at Northwest, said 
access to broadband in this area 
will especially benefi t Northwest 
media students. 

For these students, working 
from home uploading or working 
with huge fi les of video or audio 
just cannot be done without this 
speed. 

SEE FULL STORY 
ONLINE AT

NWMISSOURINEWS.
COM

MAKENZIE DOCKERTY | NW MISSOURIAN

SOURCE: WWW.BROADBANDMAP.GOV



COLIN VAUGHAN | NW MISSOURIAN

By MetroCreativeCROSSWORD

SUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Holds candles
 7. In possession of
10. Rodents
12. Type of cofactor (Brit. sp.)
13. Hard candy on a stick
14. Animal of the weasel family
15. Things that should not be 
overlooked
16. “Silence” author
17. Dried, split lentils
18. People native to Ghana
19. Barros and Gasteyer are two
21. British thermal unit
22. Large oblong hall
27. Ethnic group in Asia
28. Holiday decoration
33. Milliliter
34. Open
36. Health physics concept (abbr.)
37. Tantric meditation
38. Where golf games begin
39. Birth swine
40. Rip
41. Remove
44. Puts together in time
45. Rotary engines
48. Skeletal structure
49. Member of a labor 
organization
50. Japanese classical theater
51. Undergarments
CLUES DOWN
 1. “Snake Tales” cartoonist
 2. Religious group
 3. Singer Redding

 4. __ and tuck
 5. Head honcho
 6. Second sight
 7. Composer
 8. About aviation
 9. Senior offi cer
10. Forecasts weather
11. Seasoned Hungarian soup
12. Town in Hesse, Germany
14. Thought to derive from 
meteorites
17. Hit lightly
18. Seemingly bottomless chasm
20. Title of respect
23. Warms up
24. Man and Wight are two
25. Type of scan

26. Atomic mass unit
29. Article
30. Incriminate
31. Passes by
32. Most nerve-inducing
35. David Alan Grier sitcom
36. Achieve
38. Freshwater fi sh
40. Beginner
41. Dark brown or black
42. A newlywed wears one
43. DiFranco and Vardanyan are 
two
44. Diego, Francisco, Anselmo
45. Ancient Egyptian King
46.  Old name (abbr.)
47. Brazilian city (slang)

SUBMIT YOUR PET TO S521010@nwmissouri.edu
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

PET OF THE WEEK
PORKCHOP

Age: 2.5 months     
Weight: Itty-Bitty      Fluff-Factor: 6/10

Favorite Quote
“If you’ve got beef, then eat a 
porkchop.” - Coolio

Likes
Running Full-Speed
at All Times
His Toy Dinosaur
Making Humans Go
“Awwww!”

Dislikes
Outdoor Stairs (indoor 
ones are ok though)
Anything with Legs 
Longer than 4”

Favorite Pastime
Christmas Movie 
Matathons with Mom

HOROSCOPES

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you may be tempted to tie 
up loose ends this week, but there 
is a lot to fi nish so expect things 
to take longer than you hoped. 
Focus only on one project at a 
time. 

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, your words and actions 
may not be matching up right 
now. This may be confusing to 
others. It may be better to just 
lead by example.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, things have been moving 
along quite easily for you and you 
are enjoying the respite. Take all 
the deep breaths you can during 
this period of recovery.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Time has been passing quite 
rapidly, Cancer. You may be 
feeling like you aren’t quite 
catching up to the clock. As long 
as some work is getting fi nished, 
you are completely fi ne.

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you are anxious to go on an 
adventure, but you simply can’t 
fi nd time in your schedule. You 
may just have to make it happen 
by turning off your devices and 
heading out.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, even if you are sure that 
your perspective will win over the 
crowd, you have to accept there 
will be some who don’t agree 
with you. Be gracious and don’t 
step on any toes.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, although you might not 
realize it, someone is making a 
concerted effort to get to know 
you this week. Be open to new 
relationships and you may make a 
lifelong friend. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you have worked hard 
and are now beginning to enjoy 
the fruits of your labor. Treat 
yourself to whatever you would 
like. Be proud of your efforts. 

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Conversations with others should 
be kept light and easy this week 
to avoid any drama, Sagittarius. 
Delving deeper into others’ lives 
is the furthest thing from your 
mind.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, are your achievements 
isolating you from others? You 
may have to let someone else get 
some of the glory this week, if 
only to show your vulnerable and 
accommodating side. 

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Do not avoid others to escape 
confl ict, Aquarius; otherwise, you 
are only delaying the inevitable. 
Speak your mind and address 
the situation with tact and 
professionalism.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, your self-esteem can soar 
this week if you surround yourself 
with the right people. Fill your 
days with fun and many activities.

#ICYMI
Stranger Things is all the rage among 

groups all over the country, and one police 
department is using it as a way to control 

crime. The East Lansing Police Department 
in Michigan shared a tweet using Stranger 
Things as a deterrent for crime. They have 

covered all of their jail cells in Stranger 
Things season two spoilers, and have used 
it as a way to keep people out of jail. While 
it was later revealed that this was nothing 

more than a joke, it has gone viral on 
Twitter with people commenting on it from 

all over the world.

The University of Cambridge has 
discovered sheep can remember celebrities 

just like us. In a study conducted by a 
group of scientists have successfully 

trained sheep to recognize celebrities like 
Emma Watson and Jake Gyllenhaal. One 

statistic released in the study showed that 
the sheep chose the celebrity eight out 

of 10 times. This study is being used as a 
model for studying certain mental diseases 

such as Huntington’s disease.



A7November 16, 2017

HUMANS

Northwestof

@NWM_AE

MICHAEL CRIPE 
A&E Editor | @MikeCripe

Honesty and determination 
are not qualities that found senior 
Xavier Kurth, they are qualities he 
adopted.

The adoption of these traits 
does not stop at Kurth’s Nike bas-
ketball shoes, as he manages to 
carry and spread them both on and 
off the basketball court.

Kurth, a physical education 
major and a guard on Northwest’s 
basketball team, says he learned 
his love for sincerity from two 
of his most devoted teachers: his 
grandmother, who he knows as 
mamaw, and his mother.

“My mom raised me as a sin-
gle parent and everything I am is 
because of her,” Kurth said. “She 
taught me to always be a good per-
son no matter who is watching, 
because what you do in the dark 
comes to light. Treat people the 
way you want to be treated.”

Though his mother taught him 
the ways of sincerity, mamaw was 
the one who cemented in his ideals 

of honesty.
“She’s real low key the way 

she goes about things, but if I ask 
her something, she is always hon-
est,” Kurth said. “I’ve never had a 
moment where she’s not upfront 
and honest with me, even if some-
times it drives me nuts how truth-
ful she is.”

Taking every word of advice, 
Kurth prepared for college, ready 
to leave his home in St. Joseph. He 
knew going in he wanted to play 
basketball, but being recruited was 
not his top priority. What mattered 
most to Kurth was fi nding a home 
and environment capable of meet-
ing the high bar of authenticity he 
had grown up with.

Kurth says he was recruited 
fi rst by Missouri Western, but the 
town and school didn’t mix well 
enough for him. Fittingly, Kurth 
found what fi nally drew him to 
Northwest was how genuine ev-
eryone was.

“Nothing seemed fake, like ev-
eryone in town was about North-
west and like everything you do 
stems off Northwest,” Kurth said. 
“Everyone knows that when you 
think about Maryville, you think 
about Northwest. When you pass 

through St. Joe, you may not even 
know there is a college there, but 
when you pass through here, it’s 
obvious.”

Kurth has gained a lot of 
knowledge while in school, both 
about basketball and himself. He 
says he always knew he wanted to 
coach high school basketball even 
before college, but fi guring out 
how to achieve his dream was a 
lot more complicated than he had 
originally thought.

“I kept telling my mom, ‘I 
can do this,’” Kurth said. “Going 
through school taught me how im-
portant teaching was if I wanted to 
be a coach. The dream started in 
high school, but really got empha-
sized in college.”

Kurth traveled through college 
with blinding speed, but not with-
out stopping to think about where 
he was going every now and then. 
One of his favorite quotes comes 
from his high school coach, Chris 
Neff.

“‘It’s not what happens to you, 
it’s how you react to it,’” Neff said, 
according to Kurth. “I live every-

day by that. If I have a bad day and 
if I am in a bad mood, I can’t let 
that affect everybody else. I don’t 
want to put out bad vibes. I want 
to be that person you can go to that 
helps make your day better.”

Over the last four years of 
Kurth’s basketball career he’s 
managed to sustain too many in-
juries for him to count. He says 
these injuries are more aggravat-
ing than anything, but his coach’s 
quote always rings like a buzzer in 
his mind when injuries or losses 
get him down.

“You work all summer and 
you work so hard on your game, 
so when it comes time to play you 
feel so confi dent,” Kurth said. 
“Then when you get those inju-
ries you’re forced to backtrack al-
most because you have to just sit 
there and watch. But it’s like start-
ing at the 20 yard line while every-
one else is at the 50; you just have 
to catch up and build back up that 
confi dence.”

Through all of his yearly in-
juries and fi guring out his life’s 
game plan, the 2016-2017 basket-
ball season fi nally rolled around. 
Something was different this year 
than previous years though.

Win after win, the Kurth and 
the rest of the players scored their 
way to the top as a team. Then af-
ter all of their hard work, came a 
national championship victory. All 
of the moments Kurth had fi gured 
out and worked past paid off in 
what he says to be one of the big-
gest highlights of his life.

“With the season we had last 
year, to fi nally come together and 
get that end goal and get past that 
sweet 16 hump, I don’t think I’ve 
ever had a feeling like that day,” 
Kurth said. “It was so happy and 
energetic, it makes the hard work 
during the summer and offseason 
worth it.”

Some of the most discourag-

ing moments in Kurth’s life led to 
this moment as well, as he refl ects 
on some of the near wins he had to 
watch slip through the cracks at the 
last second. So after going through 
high school and college play, the 
win tasted that much sweeter.

Student athletes no doubt deal 
with a bit of a balancing act when 
it comes to school and sport. Kurth 
always chooses to put school fi rst, 
as his road to becoming a coach 
is now closer than ever. Even so, 
making time to cool down and re-
lax has always been something 
Kurth knows is necessary.

What he chooses to do with as 
his stress reliever though, is a bit 
different than what it is for most 

people.
“Between school and basket-

ball I obviously tend to get pret-
ty stressed, but that’s where writ-
ing music comes in,” Kurth said. 
“None of them are published, like, 
I’m not J. Cole or Drake or any-
thing, but I do it on the side just to 
have something to do.”

Kurth has taken the majori-
ty of his life to learn who he is 
and it has led to sincerity, a pas-
sion for coaching and an earned 
national championship victory. 
Now, with teaching and coaching 
in his sights, there is little doubt 
Kurth will manage to pass along 
the same ideals he adopted so long 
ago.

Xavier Kurth

Xavier plays guard for the Northwest basketball team. He has played basketball for the past four years at Northwest and enjoys shooting hoops with his friends in his free time.
SUBMITTED

Xavier is a physical education major and enjoys learning other sports outside of basketball that he will use when he becomes a 
teacher. Outside of the sports realm, Xavier also enjoys writing music to eliminate stress.

SUBMITTED

It’s not what happens to you, 
it’s how you react to it

-Chris Neff, former Lafayette 
High School basketball coach

“

Senior brings deep roots with him on, off the court
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Surgery, Ultrasound, Dental, Medicine, 
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‘Rumors’ captures crazy comedy
ABBEY HUGO 
Missourian Reporter | @TheMissourian

With mystery, intrigue and out-
landish comedy, Theatre North-
west’s “Rumors” had more than 
enough crazy antics to keep the 
audience members on the edge of 
their seats.

The play was directed by grad-
uate student Wendy King and ran 
Nov. 9 through Nov. 13, with three 
of the four nights selling out the 
entire studio theater.

Each night, the audience was 
thrown into the action as soon as 
the stage lights turned on.

The play began as lawyer Ken 
Gorman, played by Sophomore 
Josh Munden, was frantically try-
ing to hide the fact that the Depu-
ty Mayor Charley Brock had shot 
himself. To make matters worse, 
guests were arriving for a party to 
celebrate Brock’s wedding anni-
versary, each with a unique prob-
lem of their own.

Freshman Trinity Zynda, who 
played Cookie Cusack, described 
the play as live action Clue. 

“The best way to sum up the 
show is: one thing goes wrong, 
and then it snowballs into every-
thing going wrong,” King said.

As each new character entered 
the scene, the plot became increas-
ingly intricate, escalating until 
each character discovered the se-
cret. And if things weren’t already 
complicated enough, the group 
eventually had to explain their im-
possible evening to the police of-
fi cers who showed up out of the 
blue. 

“The play was defi nitely seri-
ous and increased in intensity, but 
the humor aspect was there and 
was a huge component,” freshman 
audience member April Walkup 
said. 

“Rumors” is considered a far-
cical comedy, meaning the scenar-
io was knowingly ridiculous and 
the humor was purposefully over 
the top. 

With this particular style of 
comedy, many consider the jokes 
cheesy. Others would argue they 
are simply clever. Either way, 
there was a joke to appeal to ev-
eryone.

All audience members would 
eventually fall victim to the hilari-
ty, busting a gut in their seat. 

“It’s interesting to see the col-
lege students and then the parents 
because they’re laughing at dif-
ferent types of jokes. But at least 
someone is laughing at all the 

jokes,” King said. “Sometimes ev-
eryone gets them, sometimes the 
just the older people get them and 
sometimes just the younger peo-
ple.”

Most of the jokes were script-
ed, but through the creative pro-
cess, the students were able to add 
in a few jokes of their own. 

According to Zynda, rehears-
ing a comedy is a time sensitive 
affair. 

The students worked on “Ru-
mors” for just over month, any 
longer, Zynda said, and they risk 
the actors getting tired of the jokes. 

Avoiding that possibility, and 
assuring the actors enjoyed them-
selves, was made a huge priority.  

“The biggest thing for me is 
making sure the actors have a 
good time. It’s called a play for a 
reason,” King said.

King had just as much fun as 
the cast. Rumor has it, she per-
formed this play herself 11 years 
ago. Ever since, she had dreamt of 
directing it.

The wait was well worth it. 
The audience was laughing, the 
actors were clearly enjoying every 
minute on stage and after, King 
was glowing with pride.

Your Bearcat wants you to problem solve
THE STROLLER:

We all have complaints, we can’t do anything 
about them, and they’ll always be here. Funnily 
enough, we actually seem to be quite attached to 
them.

When we think about complaints and the act 
of complaining, it doesn’t have a positive conno-
tation, but it tends to solve the problem at hand. 
While this may be true, we shouldn’t rely solely on 
them to fix all of our issues especially when there 
are ways to get out of a situation.

Even though this seems like an obvious state-
ment, there are many times I have seen people con-
stantly complain about problems they could easi-
ly fix.

I’m talking about situations people can get 
out of, but chose not to. The ones they know they 
can do something about, but will instead decide to 
wcomplain. 

Sometimes when you talk to them all they 
seem to want to do is complain about how awful 
their life is. At times, it may even seem like you’re 
battling them to see who has more problems.

This only garners more negativity in your life 
and might even add stress.

Don’t get me wrong, I understand when it 
comes to complaining about work, school and 
stress. These complaints typically have a time 
limit though. Usually by the end of a test, you’ll 
no longer complain about having to take it. Even 
when you complain about a teacher, you won’t al-
ways have them.

There are limits to how much is enough. We 
should all strive to solve our own problems first 
with only a small amount of complaints for the 
stressful moments in life.

By cutting down how often we complain about 
the same situation, we might actually find the so-
lution to our problem ourselves. Through this, we 
can all grow as friends, intellectuals and humans.

The Stroller has been a tradition since 1918 
and does not refl ect the views of The Northwest 

Missourian.

MEKA WRIGHT
Chief Reporter | @_yafavredhead_

Soulful R&B music swarmed 
the room as women lost them-
selves; some in song, others in 
the rhythmic strokes of their paint 
brushes, or a serene combination 
of the two. Singing, swaying and 
sipping through their guided in-
structions, waiting to see what 
masterpieces they had captured.

Serenity, peace and unity are 
what the First Lady Organiza-
tion captured at their Paint & Sip 
event Friday, Nov. 10 in the Stu-
dent Union Boardroom. 

The room crowded with 
groups and pairs of giggling wom-
en excited to begin a night of 
peace painting, elegant appetizers 
and sparkling cider to sip. Women 
took their seats at the tables, lined 
with white table cloths; a palette of 
colors and an assortment of paint 
brushes waited before every chair.

Executive board members, se-
niors Mariah Barnes and Janae 
Wells, said the organization want-
ed to have a night of unity with the 

women on campus.
“I went to a paint and sip back 

home and it was fun,” Wells said. 
“I felt like it was a good way to do 
something that people don’t get to 
do up here.”

Barnes initially agreed to the 
suggestion during an executive 
board meeting.

“It was a good way for us 
(women on campus) to come to-
gether and communicate,” Barnes 
said. “Just have a little fun and 
come together as one.”

This is exactly what transpired 
that night, as women from all parts 
of campus came to enjoy a night 
of simple fun, while experiencing 
the company of other women who 
they may not have known or event 
seen around campus.

“One of our goals was to have 
a lot more diversity and I feel like 
it was pretty diverse,” Barnes said.

Paint & Sip 
inspires with art, 
sparkling cider

SEE FULL STORY ONLINE AT
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM

Cupcake Wars sprinkles in creativity at Northwest
CORIE HERTZONG
Chief Reporter | @CoffeeGilmore97

Several long tables stood at 
the front of the Union Ballroom, 
holding chocolate and vanilla cup-
cakes, vanilla icing, food color-
ing and a multitude of other in-
gredients for students to use. Soon 
students were in a fl urry of icing, 
crumbs and sprinkles.

They could taste the sweetness 

of competition during Student Ac-
tivities Council’s second annual 
Cupcake Wars at 9 p.m. Nov. 9.

With only an hour to design 
and decorate a cupcake, teams 
of three raced against the clock. 
There were three categories to en-
ter: Northwest, holiday or mis-
cellaneous. After the hour end-
ed, all cupcakes were judged 
based on creativity, connection to 
the theme, appearance, detail and 

overall wow factor.
Teams could enter a cupcake 

in any or all three categories, with 
one team making a cupcake for 
each category.

“I came because there were 
cupcakes, and I’m all about cup-
cakes,” freshman Natalie Coté 
said. “I love decorating stuff and 
dragged my friends here.” 

Coté teamed up with her two 
best friends, freshman Bryana 

Jones and sophomore transfer stu-
dent Baylynd Porter to create their 
three cupcakes. They each deco-
rated one cupcake. Coté made a 
holiday themed cupcake by turn-
ing her sugary treat into a turkey. 

Jones tackled the task of turn-
ing her cupcake into a football to 
represent Northwest. 

“I mean, it’s Northwest,” Jones 
said, explaining why she chose her 
design.

Porter took on the miscella-
neous challenge with a “Stranger 
Things” inspired dessert. 

 “Everyone’s going to do 
a holiday thing,” Porter said. “I see 
a lot of Christmas trees, and stuff. I 
want to do something that’s lit and 
mainstream.”

  

SEE FULL STORY ONLINE AT
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM

Talitha Santana-Baez works on her masterpiece during the First Lady Organizations’ Paint & Sip Nov. 10 in the Ballroom.
TAYLOR LEGRONE  | NW MISSOURIAN

� eater Northwest performed “Rumors” Nov. 9 thru Nov. 13 directed by graduate 
student Wendy King in the Studio � eater.

SUBMITTED
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Jonathan Baker Maddy Bruder Tyler McGary Caleb Feuerbacher

The sophomore linebacker 
recorded a game high six tack-
les (fi ve solo, two assists) in 
Maryville’s 19-13 victory over 
Center Nov. 11. He averages 
4.2 tackles a game. 

The senior signed his letter 
of intent to run cross country 
at the University of Missouri 
Nov. 14. He fi nished 7th over-
all in the Class 3 State Cham-
pionship Nov. 4. 

The junior outside hitter was 
named to the All-MIAA vol-
leyball fi rst team. She recorded 
16 kills and 12 digs in North-
west’s 3-1 playoff loss to 
Central Missouri Nov. 14.  

The senior quarterback threw for 
207 yards and one touchdown 
leading Northwest to a 30-0 vic-
tory over Missouri Western Nov. 
11. It was the fi rst start of his 
career.
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NEXT GAMES

Metropolitan State @ Northwest

Nov. 17 @ 7 p.m.

Truman State @ Northwest

Nov. 18 @ 3 p.m.

NEXT GAME

Maryville University @ Northwest

Nov. 20 @ 6 p.m. 

JOSEPH ANDREWS 
Assistant Sports Editor | @Joe_Andrews15

Northwest wom-
en’s basketball unveiled 
its inexperienced roster 
in the team’s fi rst two 
games.

The Bearcats 
dropped two straight to Ouachita 
Baptist (1-1) and Henderson State 
(1-1) in Bolivar Nov. 10 and 11.

It marks the fourth time North-
west has started its season 0-2 in 
the past fi ve years.

“At times, we put together re-
ally good possessions on both ends 
of the ball,” coach Buck Scheel 
said. “For us right now, it’s really 
about getting more consistent and 
much more competitive.”

Both games served as the fi rst 
collegiate matches for Northwest’s 
fi ve freshmen.

Jaelyn Haggard, Kylie Cole-
man, Mallory McConkey, Zoie 
Hayward and Mia Stillman played 
for a combined 217 minutes in the 

Bearcats’ opening weekend. 
Upperclassmen Mallory 

McAndrews, Tanya Meyer, Arbrie 
Benson, Maria Dentlinger, Kay-
lani Maiava and Mele Tupouata 
were on court for a combined 183 
minutes.

The difference in experience 
showed in the results.

“For our freshmen, it was 
kind of that college game wake up 
call,” Scheel said. “Our competi-
tiveness in practice has been good, 
but it’s not at that level you need 
it to be. Nothing teaches you more 
than game time.”

The Bearcats gave up an av-
erage 71.5 points in its fi rst two 
matchups. Northwest’s offense av-
eraged 58.5 points.

Combined with a 34.6 per-
cent fi eld goal percentage, the 
Bearcats have yet to fi nd consis-
tency through an entire game.

“The biggest thing is going to 
be putting together four consistent 
possessions and always moving 
on to that next play,” Scheel said. 

“They’re going to make mistakes 
and they need to understand that. I 
need to sometimes do a better job 
understanding that too.”

Scheel started Meyer along-
side four freshmen in Northwest’s 
68-54 loss to Ouachita Baptist 
Nov. 10. 

“You could tell some of them 
had the deer in the headlights 
look,” Scheel said. “Then there 
were some of them that were just 
out there playing.”

Northwest stayed close until 
Ouachita Baptist scored a game 
high 25 points in the fourth quar-
ter, handing the Bearcats their fi rst 
loss of the season.

One day later, the Bearcats at-
tempted to turn things around, but 
fell to Henderson State 75-63. 
McAndrews was mixed into the 
lineup alongside Meyer leaving 
three underclassmen on the court.

The same fourth quarter strug-
gles continued as Henderson State 
built up a 19-point lead. Despite 
losing juice in the fi nal minutes of 

the game, Scheel mentioned both 
games showed bright sides.

“The times when everyone is 
on the same page, things look pret-
ty good,” Scheel said. “There were 
a lot of different situations like that 
over the weekend that was good to 
see.” 

The Bearcats host Maryville 
University (1-1) Nov. 20. It marks 
the fi rst time both teams have met 
in competition.

“They are one of the more 
competitive teams in the GLVC 
(Great Lakes Valley Conference) 
every year,” Scheel said. “We got 
to get through.”

Results from Nov. 15’s match-
up with Peru State were not avail-
able upon publication. Find a re-
cap at nwmissourinews.com.

Reigning champs to return home
ISAIAH SWANN 
Sports Editor | @iswanny10

After a team cap-
tures its program’s fi rst 
national title, the fol-
lowing season may start 
slow.

“I think the misconception is 
that we’re just going to pick up 
right where left off...we do have a 
lot of new guys trying to fi t into 
different roles,” Northwest bas-
ketball coach Ben McCollum said. 
“Were still trying to fi gure stuff 
out, especially defensively.”

Though McCollum has said 
his team isn’t up to its champion-
ship caliber yet, what team would 
two games into the season?

The No. 1 Bearcats (2-0) may 
not feel as though they’ve reached 
their best basketball, but the stats 
say otherwise.

In Northwest’s fi rst 89-65 win 
over Upper Iowa (3-2), the team 
fi nished with a 55 percent fi eld-
goal percentage. That’s four per-
cent higher than last year’s cham-
pionship season average.

The Bearcat’s 3-point percent-
age was even better wrapping up 
its fi rst game with a red-hot 56 
percent. Though early, that’s best 
for No. 12 in the country.

One of the other early spikes 
in Northwest’s stats is the play of 
senior forward Brett Dougherty.

“I think he’s very dependable, 
so you  can always count on him; 
that continues to be his role,” Mc-

Collum said. “His job is to set re-
ally good screens and get peo-
ple open and fi nd his own offense 
within that.”

The 6-foot-7-inch forward 
has posted 13 points against Up-
per Iowa and 16 versus Northern 
State.The second game earned 
Dougherty his second-highest 
point total in his career.

“I think he’s a little bit more 
of a scoring threat now,” McCol-
lum said. “Teams have schemed 
us and are starting to take away 
our shooters more and more which 
opens up things for him inside.”

Dougherty has averaged 6.4 
points per game through his ca-
reer. The Omaha, Nebraska native 
isn’t doing anything new. He’s 
simply gaging each and every sit-
uation and making the best possi-
ble decision.

“I think I got some opportuni-
ties in both those games,” Dough-
erty said. “I just tried to take ad-
vantage of my matchups.”

Not only did Dougherty fi nd 
his rhythm, but so did Northwest’s 
career leader in points (1,981), se-
nior Justin Pitts. The 150-pound 
guard began his season drop-
ping 30 points in game one and 
22 points along with six assists in 
game two.

McCollum said  Dougherty 
has played a massive role in free-
ing up the reigning Division II 
Player of the Year time and time 
again.  Even going as far to say it 
is sometimes not even noticed.

“It’s one of those things that 
get overlooked,” McCollum said. 
“He sets really good screens. Just 
the timing, when to twist your 
screen. It’s important because if 
he (Pitts) doesn’t play well, that’s 
a problem for us.”

Next up for Northwest will be 
its fi rst and second home games of 
the season. No. 1 Northwest will 
face off with highly-rated Metro-
politan State (0-2) Nov. 17.

Though winless, McCollum 
had high praise for the Roadrun-
ners.

“We like to have these home 
games early,” McCollum said. 
“Metro State’s really good and 
plays extremely hard. Truman 
State was a national tournament 
team last year.”

After the 5 p.m. tipoff against 
Metro State, the Bearcats will 
wake up the next morning and re-
coup before returning to the hard-
wood against Truman State (2-0).

The Bulldogs made an appear-
ance in last years NCAA Division 
II Championship Tournament be-
fore falling in the fi rst round 86-
78 to Ferris State.That game is set 
to tip at 7 p.m.

Senior forward Brett Dougherty goes up against Peacocks Senior forward Mitch 
Eighme in a Bearcat win over Upper Iowa at Missouri Western Nov. 11.

DYLAN COLDSMITH  | NW MISSOURIAN

Young roster begins to shape future of program

Junior forward Kaylani Maiava trans-
ferred to Northwest from New Mexico 
Highlands this year.

ALEXIS GEISERT  | NW MISSOURIAN
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MHS FOOTBALL CLASS 3 PLAYOFFS 

November 16, 2017

Lutheran South 

Mt. Vernon 

Blair Oaks 

Maryville

Nov. 19  1 p.m.  

Nov. 19 1 p.m. 

State Championship

Nov. 25 11 a.m. 

Faurot Field 

Christmas Craft &  
Vendor Fair 

Christmas Craft f & 
Vendor Fair

CChr
Ve

Maryville Parks & Recreation  

Free Admission,  
Hot Cocoa & Hot Cider 

9am - 2pm 
Saturday, November 18th 

 With 50+ Vendors & Crafters, 
you’re sure to find the perfect gift 

this holiday season! 
 

Children can write 
Letters to Santa! 

For more information,  
contact Jordyn Swalley at 

 jswalley@maryvilleparks.org 

Maryville Community Center 
1407 N. Country Club Rd 

660-562-2923 

Happy Hour
Monday - Friday: 3-6pm

 
Monday- Saturday: 11am-close
130 N Depot Street, Maryville      (660)582-5676

Carry-out Available
Daily Lunch Specials Available!

Watch Live Bearcat Games
Outdoor Patio and Games

4 Ferris State 

5 Ouachita Baptist 

2 Indianapolis 

7 Harding 

3 Ashland 

6 Northwest Missouri 

Nov. 18 11 a.m. CST 

Nov. 18 12 p.m. CST 

Nov. 18 11 a.m. CST

1 Fort Hays State 

Nov.. 25 

Nov.. 25 

Dec. 2 

JAMES HOWEY
Chief Reporter | @How_Eyeseeit

Northwest volley-
ball’s season ended fol-
lowing the same trend 
that has plagued it all 
season: Start off fast 
and productive, only to  lack the 
same energy in later sets.

The Bearcats played their fi rst 

round of MIAA action at Central 
Missouri in Warrensburg and were 
the superior team early on. 

Northwest put up a hitting per-
centage of .444 and beat the Jen-
nies in the fi rst set 25-21. The 
Bearcats seemed to be on the way 
to their fi rst MIAA tournament 
victory since 1992. 

Coach Amy Woerth said her 
team executed the gameplan and 

dictated the pace in their favor.
“They were confi dent and 

we were getting them out of sys-
tem,” Woerth said. “The ability to 
get after the game plan was there. 
….They had confi dence in what 
we were doing.”

The next three sets didn’t go 
Northwest’s way. Central Mis-
souri heavily outplayed the visit-
ing squad with substantially more 
offensive output. The Jennies had 
hitting percentages of .238, .281 
and .378 while the Bearcats had 
just .139, .083 and .146. Woerth 
said her team didn’t do as good of 
job placing the ball in good posi-
tions for more kills like Central 
Missouri did.

“If you looked at where they 
were digging the ball it was right 
at the net,” Woerth said. “We had 
no answer for their middles from 
the standpoint of the transition 
piece. I thought in the long haul 
their middle’s gave us more trou-
ble than our middle’s collectively 
gave them.”

Seniors Darcy Sunderman 
and Sarah Dannettell were named 

to the All-MIAA team. Sunder-
man received second-team honors 
while Dannettell earned an MIAA 
honorable mention. Sunderman 
said the team had a free fl owing 
pace to them early on that allowed 
them to succeed but lost that in the 
other sets.

“I think early on we were just 
playing free and we were being 
ourselves but we kind of lost that 
in the second and third set,” Sun-
derman said. “We started to think 
a little too much so I think that’s 
what got us.”

Northwest dealt with incon-
sistent play with fl ashes of bril-
liance all season in sets or even 
full matches. 

The Bearcats looked on the 
cusp of reaching another level 
many times this season. Woerth 
said her team needed to do better 
of working together in tough situ-
ations.

“I just think from the stand-
point of being mentally tough, not 
allowing things to happen and con-
tinuing to fi gure out how to work 
together in stressful times you saw 

fl ashes of what we were able to do 
but you to be able to sustain that 
over a long haul,” Woerth said.

Despite the third straight de-
feat in the fi rst round of the MIAA 
tournament, Northwest will head 
into next year with reasons for op-
timism. Most of the contributors 
to the Bearcat’s success this sea-
son will return. Most notable re-
turners are juniors Maddy Brud-
er, Sofi a Schleppenbach and Oliv-
ia Nowakowski. 

Bruder was named All-MIAA 
First Team for the third year. Both 
Schleppenbach and Nowakowski 
earned MIAA honorable mention. 
Freshmen standouts like Morgan 
Lewis, Maddy Ahrens and Hallie 
Sidney will also see bigger roles.

“Obviously we have some 
core returners and we’ve had some 
young players that played on the 
court this year so they’re going to 
be older,” Woerth said. “We’re go-
ing to get after it, grind this spring 
and be a better team when we step 
on the court next year.”

YEARS RECORD MIAA TOURNAMENT 
RESULT

2015
2016
2017

15-14

22-9

17-15

3-0 LOSS
3-0 LOSS
3-1 LOSS

1st Round

1st Round

1st Round

Postseason woes

JOSHUA DALLAS | NW MISSOURIANSOURCE |  BEARCATSPORTS.COM

Volleyball falls in fi rst round
Junior Maddy Bruder (8), senior Taylor Linenberger (2), sophomore Katelyn McKinnis (17) and freshmen Katie Duncan (6) exit the court at UCM Multipurpose building a� er a 3-1 loss to Central Missouri.

JAMES HOWEY  | NW MISSOURIAN
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All season long, 
Maryville football has 
worked to show there 
is no such thing as a 
down year.

Now, one win sits between the 
Spoofhounds (11-2)  and a trip to 
the Class 3 State Championship 
game.

“It’s safe to say nobody ex-
pected us to be here,” junior Eli 
Dowis said. “We just want to keep 
shutting down the doubters.”

Maryville travels to Jefferson 
City to take on Blair Oaks (13-0) 
Nov. 18. It is the fi rst time both 

teams have met in Class 3 playoff 
action.

The Falcons punched their way 
into the semifi nal matchup follow-
ing a 32-16 victory over McCluer 
South-Berkeley (10-1) Nov. 11.

The win avenged a 34-10 loss 
to the Bulldogs in the 2016 quar-
terfi nals. Blair Oaks has appeared 
in the semis once since moving up 
from Class 2 to Class 3 in 2014.

“With that program, it’s some-
thing we’ve seen from afar,” 
Maryville coach Matt Webb said. 
“We’ll get a fi rst hand knowledge 
of what they are this weekend.”

The Falcons run a spread of-
fense and average 44.8 points a 
game. They have posted 30 or 
more points on the scoreboard 12 
times.

Blair Oaks has also scored a 
combined 216 points since open-
ing the playoffs four games ago 
Oct. 20.

“I see a team that is lighting up 
the scoreboard,” Webb said. “You 
look through their scores through-
out playoff time, they have really 
been able to put up some 70 point 
games.”

The Falcons racked up 428 
yards in the Class 3 quarterfi nals. 
Approximately 237 were thrown 
by Nolan Hair.

The junior quarterback fi n-
ished the game 25-for-44 throwing 
three touchdowns and two inter-
ceptions. Hair also racked up 131 
yards on the ground.

“He’s every bit as good as the 
quarterbacks we’ve seen through-
out our season,” Webb said.

Blair Oaks held McCluer 
South-Berkeley to 233 yards on 66 
plays. Both Bulldog touchdowns 
were scored on runs within the 
Falcon 10 yard line.

The Falcon’s have allowed 
more than 16 points just twice this 
season.

“We’ll approach this thing (do-

ing) whatever we need to do to 
win,” Webb said. “It’s an offen-
sive, defensive and kicking envi-
ronment. Especially in the state 
semifi nals.”

Maryville secured a spot in 
the semifi nals following a 19-13 
victory over Center (10-3) Nov. 
11. The Spoofhounds ran for 297 
yards and two touchdowns.

“It takes a lot of courage when 
everyone knows you’re going to 
run to go and run the football,” 
Webb said.

Momentum continues to push 
the Spoofhounds forward as they 
work to overcome the team’s two 
regular season losses.

“This team works hard,” junior 
Tyler Houchin said. “Since the two 
losses we have been tighter than 
ever. On the fi eld, off the fi eld, we 
are a tight nit group.”

The spark starts during the 
coin toss as the team links arms as 
a sign of unity while captains meet 
at center fi eld.

“We are brothers,” Houchin 
said. “We all love each other.”

The winner of the semifi nal 
battle moves on to play Luther-
an South (9-3) or Mt. Vernon (9-
4) in the Class 3 State Champion-
ship at the University of Missouri 
Nov. 25.

“I’m very proud of our kids 
and the focus and determination 
they have had all season to get to 
this point,” Webb said.
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All  You   Can   eat  Buffet...
Over  150  Items!

Join us for all you can eat Seafood | Fri-Sat 4-10:30pm

1416 S. Main St.
www.joywokkc.com

phone: 660-562-6888
fax: 660-562-6889

Bearcats get 10% Off
Sun-Thurs 11am-9:30pm
Fri-Sat 11am -10:30pm

Free  Drink with  carry out buffet

Northwest Missouri’s oldest and largest 
independently-owned and operated bank.

Maryville
660-562-3232

St. Joseph
816-364-5678

Savannah
816-324-3158

Mound City
660-442-3131

Member FDIC

NEXT GAME

Maryville @ Blair Oaks

Nov. 18 @ 1 p.m. 

Maryville primed for semifi nal battle

BLAIR OAKS OFFENSEMARYVILLE OFFENSE

33.2 POINTS 
PER GAME

150 POINTS
IN PLAYOFF

402 YARDS IN 
CLASS 3 QUARTER-

FINAL

44.8 POINTS 
PER GAME

216 POINTS 
IN PLAYOFF

428 YARDS 
IN PLAYOFF

AVERAGE 276.8 
RUSHING YARDS 

PER GAME

SOURCE: NFHS NETWORK/HUDL 

SCORED 30 
POINTS IN 12 OUT 

OF 13 GAMES

Junior Eli Dowis makes a run toward the end zone during the Spoo� ounds’ 19-13 win over Kansas City Center Nov. 11. � e 
Spoo� ounds will play Blair Oaks Nov. 18 in Je� erson City at 1 p.m for a shot at the State Championship.

ALEXIS GEISERT  | NW MISSOURIAN

It’s safe to say nobody expect-
ed us to be here. We just want to 
keep shutting down the doubters

-Eli Dowis

“

      

TAYLOR GONNERMAN  | NW MISSOURIAN
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0
Safety Edward Richey leads the team in solo tackles (29). � e senior captain is also third on the team in total tackles (44). Northwest will kicko�  against No. 3 Ashland University Nov. 18 at 11 a.m.

DYLAN COLDSMITH  | NW MISSOURIAN

With the playoffs on the horizon for 
the Bearcat football team, a glance at some 
changes may provide answers to issues this 
regular season.

The fi rst big change that impacted the 
regular season is new head coach Rich-
ard Wright. Wright took over after previ-
ous coach Adam Dorrel took the helm at 
Abilene Christian University.

With any new coach an adjustment pe-
riod is to be expected, as is the case with 
Wright. 

He spent the past six seasons as the de-
fensive coordinator. His defensive mindset 
showed through with the Bearcat defense 
leading the NCAA Division II in three ma-
jor categories.

The defense shined all regular season, lead-
ing in total yards per game allowed (207.6), 
points per game allowed (8.6) and defensive 
third down percentage (19.6 percent). Along 
with these three top statistics the Bearcats rank 
in the top fi ve in four other categories.

The Bearcats rank second in rushing 
yards allowed per game (57.3), third in de-
fensive passing effi ciency (87.59) and fi rst 
downs allowed (136), and fourth in defen-
sive fourth down percentage (23.5 percent). 

Despite the stingy defense, the Bearcats 
dropped two regular season games for the 

fi rst time since 2012.
Turnovers and lack of offensive pro-

duction caught up with the Bearcats as they 
committed nine turnovers and totaled just 22 
points in their two losses. In the fi nal game 
of the season however, the offense found 
some rhythm with senior quarterback Jon-
athan Baker replacing senior Zach Martin. 
The Bearcats beat Missouri Western State 
30-0 to close out the regular season. 

The losses came to Fort Hays State 
University and Pittsburg State University 
in back-to-back weeks. 

This is the fi rst time since the 2001 sea-
son that a Bearcat team has lost in back-to-
back weeks. Along with this streak of 15 
seasons without back-to-back losses, there 
were other fi rsts for the Bearcats this year. 

This year ended a streak of four straight 
Mid-American Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association conference titles, and is just 
the sixth time in the past 20 seasons the 
Bearcats failed to claim the title. Wright 
follows previous coaches Dorrel and Mel 
Tjeersdma as both of them failed to bring 
home the title in their fi rst seasons. 

The Bearcats fi rst loss this season ended 
their 38-game winning streak and left them 
two wins shy of breaking the Division II re-
cord for wins in a row. While these records 
and milestones gone, one streak that stayed 
alive is the postseason appearance streak. 

With the No. 6 seed in the Super Re-
gion 3, the Bearcats extended their streak 
of making the playoffs to 14 years in a row. 
At the end of the day the fact that matters 
for the Bearcats is their season is still alive. 

ISAIAH SWANN 
Sports Editor | @iswanny10

When Bearcat football 
touches down in Cleveland, 
Ohio, the 2017 playoffs will be 
near and it’s clear, their hands 
will be full.

For the Bearcats, coach Rich 
Wright has concocted the nation’s top de-
fense, allowing 10 passing touchdowns 
and 0 rushing touchdowns through all 11 
games.

“I thought it was pretty cool,” Wright 
said. “It’s a pretty amazing accomplish-
ment. To not give up a rushing touch-
down….it’s remarkable.”

No. 13 Northwest (9-2) will have to 
drive an extra hour but when 11 a.m. hits 
Nov. 18, the Bearcats will be primed and 
ready to face off with No. 3 Ashland (10-1).

Northwest’s defense has been led by 
senior captain safety Edward Richey. The 
Kirkwood, Missouri native leads the team in 
solo tackles (29) and is third in total tack-
les (44).

“It’s been a lot of fun this year,” Richey 
said. “It was great to see a lot of guys buy 
into what we’re doing this year.”

Last season Northwest’s defense 
fl exed its destructive power with what one 
playoff coach  described as the ‘death tri-
angle’. It consisted of defensive lineman 
Collin Bevins and Cass Weitl as well as 
linebacker Jacob Vollstedt.

In 2017, the Bearcats have gotten a lit-
tle help from everyone.

“I think my favorite part about this 
team defensively this year is we’ve done it 
without any true superstars,” Wright said. 
“It’s really been a team effort.”

Though the defense has been somewhat 
mystical, Ashland will have its own ace in 
senior Travis Tarnowski. The 5-foot-11-
inch quarterback is the program’s all-time 
leader in touchdown passes (80) and has 
only thrown one interception all season.

“He’s a playoff caliber quarterback,” 
Wright said. “He does a great job, he doesn’t 
make mistakes, he’s decisive with his reads, 
he’s got a big arm and he’s very mobile.”

Not only is Tarnowski a dual-threat, 
multi-tooled gun-slinger, he also likes to 
punt. Wright said at the weekly Northwest 
Athletics press conference that he has the 
freedom to do it all.

“He’s got the liberty to check it out, but 
ultimately there’s been several times where 
he’s gone for it on fourth down…. deep in 
his own territory,” Wright said. “He’s got 
the green light to do that so we just have to 
be ready to play.”

Wright said the temperature is expect-
ed to be high 40’s and the forecast calls 
for rain. For the Bearcat’s, they would like 
nothing less.

“It’s a typical Northern built team,” 
Wright said. “Their roster is completely from 
the state of Ohio which has phenomenal foot-
ball. They are physical, they’re big but we 
still feel like we match up pretty well.” 

Road work ahead
Rich Bearcat playoff tradition 
plays factor in fi rst round duel  

Defensive stability carries No. 13 
Bearcats in Wright direction

Rushing 
Defense

2nd
Sacks
39

Yards 
per Play

3.45
Total 

Defense

1st
Tackles 
for Loss

100
Yards 
per 

Rush

1.9

MAKENZIE DOCKERTY | NW MISSOURIANSOURCE: NCAA.COM

SEE FULL STORY ONLINE AT
NWMISSOURINEWS.COM

JUSTIN QUICK
Chief Reporter

@jquick88

Rushing 
touchdowns 
allowed this 

season

NEXT GAME

Northwest @ Ashland

Nov. 18 @ 11 a.m.
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