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’Tis the season for shortages
Decorations, artificial trees in short supply for some Prince Edward Island retailers
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P.E.I. residents looking to 
pick up new decorations to 
spruce up their home for the 
holidays may notice a lack of 
Christmas-themed stock in 
some stores across the prov-
ince. 

With no end in sight to 
delays affecting shipping 
and manufacturing across 
the country, some retail-
ers are finding it difficult to 
get Christmas decorations, 
mainly artificial Christmas 
trees, in stock, leaving stores 
with only a few options and 
even less backend stock. 

“Normally, we would have 
trees on display on the floor 
and then a good backup in 
our warehouse of overstock. 
Right now, we are lucky to 
have a tree on the floor,” said 
Tammy Clory, assistant man-
ager of Home Hardware in 
Charlottetown. 

“We still feel we have an 
OK selection for customers 
to choose from but definitely 
not as many as we normally 
would. (Christmas trees) defi-
nitely seem to be my back-
order items right now with all 
of my companies I deal with. 
They seem to be a product 

that has yet to come.” 
Clory said artificial trees 

have been a bit of an anomaly 

for the store this year, as no 
one has really told her what 
has caused the shortage.  

“We’ve been getting emails 
from our head office stating 
Christmas in general, every-

thing from trees to lights to

SEE ’TIS ON A2

Greg Butler, owner of Discounters and Christmas Discounters, says while he wasn't affected too hard by stock shortages for 
Christmas decorations, it has been difficult and slow, at times, to get things in over the last 18 months.  
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Potato pressure hits the Hill
Premier Dennis King shifts focus to resolution with U.S. officials as PM faces questions
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In an exchange during ques-
tion period in Parliament 
on Nov. 24, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau reiterated a 
key argument of proponents 
of P.E.I.’s potato industry, 

stating that there was “no sci-
entific basis” for the U.S.-im-
posed ban on fresh potatoes.

Three days after his gov-
ernment imposed a halt to 
exports of table stock pota-
toes from P.E.I. to the United 
States, Trudeau faced a ques-
tion in the House of Com-
mons from John Barlow, MP 
for Foothills, Alta.

Barlow castigated the  

decision to impose a halt on 
exports.

“This decision was based on 
politics, not based on science. 
Will this Prime Minister 
reverse this crippling, self-
imposed ban of our potato 
exports?” Barlow asked.

In his response, Trudeau 
said a Canadian-imposed ex-
port halt was a better option 
to an order from the  

U.S. government.
“We are obviously ex-

tremely concerned. I brought 
it up directly with the Presi-
dent last week when I was in 
Washington,” Trudeau said.

“We have been working 
closely with Islanders and, 
indeed, with the Americans to 
make sure that the Americans 
understand that there is no 
scientific basis for the ban of 

table potatoes. We are going 
to stand up for Prince Edward 
Islanders.”

The exchange echoed many 
of the frustrations expressed 
by growers and political 
leaders over the past week. 
Premier Dennis King had also 
described the export halt as 
political, while the P.E.I.
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