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1\:III .. ITA RY OCCURRENCES, 

~c. ~·c. 

CHAPTER XI. 

British force on tlu1 1Victgam in October, una~ 
Attack upon the piquets-Effects ofthe surrende'F 
of the 1·ight division-Major-geneml Vincent's 
retreat to Burlington- His orders from the 
commander-in-chiij to retire upon Kingston
Fortunate contravention of thosE orders-General 
Harrison)s at1·ival at, ctnd departU?·e from Fort
George."'"!'"- Association of some Upper Canada 
militia after being di~mbodied-Their gallant 
attaclc upon, and capture of, a baud of plunder
ing tmitm·s-General M'Clure's shameful con
duct lowm·ds the Canadian inhabitants-Colonel 
Murray's gallant belwviour-lt& effect upon 
gene1·ul M'Cture-A Canadian winter-.fVighJ
conjlagmtion of Newark by the Ameritfans
M•Cb.t,·e's abandonment of Fm·t-George, and 
}light ac1·oss the rive1·-ATrival of lieutenant-
general Drummond-Assault upon, {lnd capture 
of Fm·t-Niagara- Canadian p1·isoners found 
there- Retaliatory destruction of L eu•istoron, 
VOL, U, B 
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Youngstown,M anchester, and Tuscarora-Attack 
upon Buffaloe and Blaclc Ro,·k, and destruction 

of :those .. villages-American resentment against 
general ... W'Clure-Remw·ks upon the campaign; 
also upon the burning of Newarl.:, and the 
meastaes pw·sued in retaliation. 

HAVING brought the campaign of 1813 to a 
close upon the northern, . and north-western, 
Canadian frontiers, the operations along both 
shm:~~.of t~•e .Niagara come, next, to be detailed. 
Major-general Vincent, who again commanded., 
in. tl~e ab~enc~ of gen~ral Pe Rottenbnrg, the 
centre~division, had .. rec~ived; since the middle 
~f Sep~ember, a reiuforce~nent · of · the lOQth 
regi.merit; . in order to ·. counter-balance the 
r~duoti~n his force . would sustain · in · tlte . . 

(l~J>arture . of the 49th . and ·104th regiments, 
already noticed.* Tbe general's head-quarters 
were at the Cross Roads; and tl1e piquets of his 
advanced corps, which was commanded by colonel 
Mprray, occasionally showed themselves in t!te
town of Newark. From the American account~ 
on1ywel~arn, that, on the6thof0ctober, ''abQt\t 
50Q militia-volunteers and about 150 Indians, 
commanded by colonel Chapin," attacked the 
piq~et-guard of the British ; and, '' after an 
ho~~- and a half's hard-fighting, .. drove it upon 
the main-body; when "the nhole ,British :um.y, . . . 

~ See Vol. I. p. 261. · 
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consisting ~f 1100 men, with the great general 
Vincent, at their head, fled into the woods." 
The British are declared to have sustained a 
loss of 32 in killed only, and the Americans of 
fl)ur killed and wounded. * This is the way the 
" literary gentlemen" of the United States 
contt·ive to fill their " histories." Colonel, or 
doctor Chapin (for he professes, and is equally 
mischievous in, both characters) had lately 
escaped from the British, t and, for that exploit, 
been promoted; probably by the secretary at war 
himself, as he was known to have been in the 
neiglJbourhood of the Niagara, while the Mont
real expedition was preparing. 

On the 9th of October intelligence of the 
disaster that had befallen the right division, 
reached the head-quarters of the centre-division; 
and caused general Vincent, after destroying 
considerable quantities of stores, provisions, 
and Indian goods, to retreat, with his troops, 
towat·ds Burlington Heights: where colonel 
Proctor joined him with the small remnant of 
his division. As soon as genera] Vincent and 
his troops had got well on their way to 
Burlington, ~najor-general M'Clure, with the 
whole of his force, numbering 2700 men, be
&ides Indians, marched a fe.w miles along t he 
road, and back. This was not without an 
object; for we were afterwards told, t hat 

• liist. of the War> p. 158. t Sec Vol. I. p. 218. 
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"general M'Clure, with the New York militia, 
volunteers, and Indians, succeeded in driving 
the British army fwm the vicinity of Fort
'Oeorge, and pursued them as far as the Twehe
mile Creek."* 

Major-general Proctor's discomfiture reached 
the head quarters of the commander in chief 
about the middle of October; and orders were 
instantly forwarded to major-gene;ral Vincent, 
directing him to commence upon his retreat 
without delay, and to evacuate all the British 
post$ beyond Kingston. Some delay did for
tun,ately take place, owing chiefly to count~r· 
orders, not from head-quarters; and a council 
of war, summoned at Burlington !-~eights, ·~arne 
to the noble resolution of not moving a step 
.to the rear, in the present conjuncture of affairs 
on the peninsula. Fatal, indeed, would hare 
been the retreat. There was still a consider
able number of sick, both at Burlington 
Heights and at York; and, considering the 
season of the year, and the state of the roads, 
the whole of them must have betn left to the 
protection of the enemy. 1\'or, for the same 
reason, could the ordnance, ordnance-stor{'s, 
baggage, and prm'isions, have followed . the 
army; and .Yet the garrison of Kingston, upon 
which place the troops were directed to retire, 
had, at this time, scarcely a week's proYil)ion in 

*History of the War, p.., 158. 
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store. This abandonml:!nt of territory so soon 
follo,ving up the affair at the Moravian "·illage, 
what would the Indians have thought of us?
In short, it will not bear reflection. 

Towards the end of October, among other 
sacrifices caused by the dread of general 
Harrison's zeal and promptitude, two companies 
of the. lOOth regiment, which had been stationed 
at Charlotteville, in the London district of 
Upper Canada, were ordered to evacuate that 
post, and join the main body of the centre
division of the army at Burlington, distant 60 
miles. Orders were at the same time issued, to 
disembody and disat·m the militia. The officer 
who had this duty to perform, having ascertained 
that a large body of traitors and Americans had 
been plundering the houses of the inhabitants, 
while the latter were away in the service of their 
country, left a supply of arms and ammunition 
with some of the militia officers and privates. 
These, in number 45, immediately formed them
selves into an association; and marched, with lieu .. 
tenant-colonel Hostwicl~, of the Oxford militia, 
at their head, ag·ainst the marauders; whom 
they fortunately feJl in with on the Lake Erie 
shore, about nine miles from Dover. An engage
ment ensued; in which several of the gang were 
killed and wounded, and 18 taken prisoners. 
These 18 were afterwards tried at Ancaster for 
lligh treason i and alJ' except three, convicted"; 



0 1\llLlTAilY O(;CUilltE~CI:S BETWEE~ 

Eight of the 15, so convicted, underwent the 
penalty of the law. The remaining seven were 
respited, to await the prince regent's final deci
s.ion; and have since. been transported. How 
highly, and yet how justly, this well-planned 
and well-executed enterprise was appreciated by 
the president of Opper Canada, will be seen in 
the general orders which he caused to be issued 

upon the occasion.* 
About the 1st of November gener2tl Banison 

arrived at Fort-George, with about 1700 of 
his troops; who, agreeably to Mr. Secretary 
Armstrong's orders, were immediately quar
tered UJJOn the inhabitants of Newark. In the 
course of November, both general Harrison 
and colonel Scott, with their respective corps, 
embarked on board commodore Chauncey's 
fleet for Sackett's Harbor; leaving general 
M'Clure, with his 2700 militia, and a few 
regular troops, in charge of Fort-George. 
General M 'Clure, now having the entire com
mand to himself, and being disappointed, 
notwithstanding all the intrigues of his friend 
Wilcocks, in his endeavours " to secure the 
friendship and co-operation of the inhabitants," 
began sending the most obstinate of the latter 
across to the American side, and then set about 
pillaging and destroying the farm-houses and 
barns in the neighbourhood of Fort-George. 

* .App. No. I. 
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These atrocities were represented to majM
general Vincent, and he was sti·ongly urged to 
allow a small regular and Indian force to be 
marched' against genet·al M'Clure. Colonel 
Murray finally gained his point; and, taking ·. 
with him 379 rank and file of the IOOth regi
ment, ~bout 20 volunteers, and 70 of the western 
Indians. led by colonel Elliot, moved fot·ward on 
the road towards the Forty-mile Creek; beyond 
which i)oint he had been ordered not to proceed. 
The advance of this small detachment soon 
reached the ear·s of general M•Clure, who had 
taken post at the Twenty-mile Creek, and who 
now retreated, in haste, to a position somewhat 
nearer to Fort-George. Colonel Murray obtained 
fresh permission to extend his march to the 
Twenty~mile Creek, and subseq.uently to the 
Tweh·e-mile Creek. These movements had 
driven the Ame1·ican general and his men to 
Fort-George ; and then commenced a scene of 
devastation and horror, of which ·no adequate 
idea can be formed, except by such as had the 
miset·y to be spectators. How, then, shall we 
hope to ·succeed in describing it? 

The winter of 1813, according to general 
'Wilkinson, set in earliet· than usual. Lambert, 
in his account of the climate of Lower ~anada, 
says that Fahrenheit's thermometer is soinetimes 

36 degrees below 0, and that the mean of the 
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cold in winter is about 0.* The climate of 
Upper, is certainly not quite so rigorous as that 
of Lower Canada; but yet the mildest winter of 
the forme•·, bears no comparison whatever to the 
seYerest winter of this country. For several days 
previous to the lOth of December, the weather 
in U1)per Canada had been unusually se\·ere, 
and a deep snow lay on the ground. Towards 
:nigl1t-fall on that day, general M'Clure gave 
about half an hour's notice to the inhabitants o.f 

' Newark, that he should burn down tht!ir village. 
F~w of the poor people believed that the wretch 
was in ear.nest. Soon, however, came 1·ound tl1e 
merciless firemen. Out of the 150 houses of 
which Newark had consisted, 149 were levelled 
to the dust! Such articles of furniture and other 
valuables as the incendiaries could not, and the 
inhabitants had neglected or been unable to, 
carry.<1~vay, shared the gener~l fate. Of counsellor 
Dickson's library, which had cost him between 
5 and oOOl. sterling, scarcely a book escaped the 
ravag·es of the devouring element. Mr. Dit:kson 
w.as, at this time, a prisoner in the enemy's 
territory ; and his wife lay on a sick bed. · The 
vi)J.a:ins-how shall we pl"Oceed ?-took up the 
poor lady, bed and all, and placed her upon 
tii~ -;s~ow before her own door; where, shivering 
with cold, she beheld, if she could see at all, 

• Lambert's Travels, Vol. I. p. 107. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA . 9 

her house and aU that was in it consumed to 
ashes. Upwards of 400 helpless women and 
children, without provisions, and in some 
instan·ces with scarcely cloaths upon their backs, 
were thus compelled, after being the mournful 
spectators of the destruction of their habitations, 
to seek shelter at a distance ; and that in such 
a night, too !-The reader's imagination must 
supply the rest. 

)n what way will the American historian, or 
· will he at all, describe the conflagration of 
Newark? Not one word about it appears in · 
doctor Smith's book. Mr. Thomson says briefly : 
''General M'Ciure determined on destr()yinn 
the town of Newark."* It is Mr. O'Connor 
whom we have to thank, for being explicit upon 
this point . " As a measure deemed necessary 
to the s~fety of the troops, the town of Newark 
was burned. 'This act,' said general M'Clure 
(proceeds Mr. O'Connor) ' however distressing 
to the inhabitants and my feelings, was by order 

cif tlte secre.tary of war, and I believe, at t he 
same time, propet·.' The inhabitants, (continues 
Mr. O'Conn01·,) had 12 hours' notice to remo,.-e 
their effects, and such as chose to cross the ri\·er 
were provided with aU the necessaries of life.''t 

With the knowledge that Mr. Secreta•·y Arm
strong had ·recently been in the neighbourhood 
of, if not at Fort-George, we can readily sup-

,.. Sketches of the War, p. 188. + Hist. of the War, p. 158. 
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pose g-eneral M 'Clure acted, as he says, Ly the 
former's ·Orders. This confet·s additional atro: 
aity upon the offence; but, on that head, we 
shall forbeat· comments. '' Distressing to my 
feelings :"-was not some such · language used 
by captain David Porte~, of the American navy, 
after he and his crew had been · massacring the 
natives of the small island of Nooaheevah, which 
he had unfortunately visited during his cele
brated cruize to the Pacific?* As to the 
" twelve hours' notice," the liberty to "cross 
the rivet·," and the promise that the poor people 
should be 'l provided with all the necessaries of 
life," we give Mt·. O'Connor himself credit for 
the whole; and · can onJy attribute his not 
having· come forward with a better excuse, to a 
sudden . qualm ·of conscience, or perhaps to a 
momentary torpor in those inventive faculties, 
on most other occasions so set·viceable to him. 

The nearer colonel Murray approached to the 
neigbourhood of Fol't-George, the louder were 
the ~omplaints of the -people against the " law
less banditti" by whom they had been oppressed. 
That active officer immediately wrote to general 
Vincent; and, anticipating- the answer he should 
t·eceive, dashed forward to Fort-George. Gene
ral lVI'Clure's scouts · gave him timely intelli
gence· of the approach of the British ; and the 
cowardly \Vl"etch, with the whole of his minions; 

* Quart. Itcview, Vol. XIII. p. 364-9. 

·~ 
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abandoned Fort George, and fled across the 
river. Not the slightest opposition did he make; 
although the fortifications had been so much 
strengthened, since the capture of the fort in the . 
preceding May, that the American commander, 
with only half the force he possessed, might 
have maintained a regular siege. He was in too 
much haste to destroy the whole of his magazines', 
or even to remove his tents; of which a sufficiency . 
forl500 men were left standing. Colonel Murray, 
in his first letter, states that general M 'Clure had 
passed over his cannon, as well as stores.'* But, 
in a second letter, he mentions that one 18, four 
12, aud several 9-pounders, together with a large 
supply of shot, were found in the ditch. Even 
the destruction of the new barracks, which n:e 
had recently erected on the Niagara, was not 
deemed, by Mr. Armstrong· and general M'Clure, 
so " neccs~a•·y in the military operations there,'' 
as Mr. Munro has since declared the burning 
of Newark to have been: consequently, the 
former were allowed to remain untouched. The 
indignant feelings of the soldiers, as they beheld 
the smoking ruins of what was once, as acknow-: 
!edged by all, a beautiful and flourishing village, 
"''ould have burst with a heavy vengeance upon 
the heads of the American general and his troops, 
had they not followed up their atrocious conduct 

by a llrecipitate flight. 
* App. No. II. 
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Mr. O'Connor informs us that " a council of 
war/' that fatal damper of American military 
ardor, decided that Fort-George " was not 
t~nable." Of the guns, or the fortifications, he 
says nothing. Mr. Thomson concurs in opinion 
that the po. t was " untenable;" and gives as a 
reason, that the British force outside consisted 
of 1:300 regulars, and at least 700 Indians;" 
calls general M'(.:lure's troops " the remnant of · 
an army;" and then informs us, that the Ameri
can general '' determined on destroying the 
batteries;'',. leaving to docto1· Smith to advance 
the next step; who, as if to confirm his pre
decessor's discernment, says roundly: " Fort
George was soou afterwards abandoned, and 
blown up, by general M'Clure."t 

Early in November lieutenant-general Drum
mond and major-general Rial had arrived from 
England ; the former to relie·ve major-general 
De Rottenburg, in t\le m~litary command and 
presidency of the upper province. These offi
cers had been detained below, to see the end of 
general Wilkinson's expedition. That business 
concluded, they moved on to Kingston and 
York; at which latter place general Drummond 
was sworn into office ; and then, along with 
major-general Rial, hastened to join the centre 
division of the army. Both generals arrived at 
St. David's, major-general Vincent's present 

*Sketches of the War, p. 188. t History of the War, p. 265. 
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head-quarters, soon after the capture of Fort
George; and at a time ·when coionell\1urray's 
prompt and decisive measures had given a ne~ 
aspect to affairs. 

This officev contemplated a retaliatory attack 
upon the opjJOsiJe li nes; to which plan general 
Drummond yielded, not only his approbation, 
but, rightly jndging that the delay of waiting 
for pe•·mission from the commander-in-chief, 
then at Quebec,* might recovet: the enemy from 
his panic, and thus defeat the object,-his imme
diate sanction. No mo1·e than two batteaux 
were on the Niagara shore, the remainder were 

- in Burlington Bay. Captain Kerby, an acti~·e 
militia-officer, under the orders of captain 
Elliott, the deputy assistant-q uarter-master-ge
nera), contrived, notwithstanding the incle
meucy of the weathe1·, and the bad ness of the 
roads, to effect the carriage, by land, of a suffi
citmcy of batteaux for the enterprise. 

Every thing being prepared by the evening 
of the 18th, the troops destined for the assault, 
consisting of a small detachinent of royal aa-til
lery, the grenadiers of the royal Scots, the flank 
companies of the 4lstf, and the effective men of 
the lOOth regiment, amounting, a1together, to 
fewer than 550 rank and file, and commanded by 
colonel M unay, crossed tlte river on that night, 
and landed at the Five-mile Meadows, about 

• Distant 530 miles. 

+ 'ld Battalion which had r~cn t ly' arrived from Euro,pe. 
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three JUiles above Fot·t-Niagara. At about four 
o'clock the troops commenced their march ; and 
the advance, consisting of the grenadiers of the 
lOOth regiment, and a small pat·ty of the royal 
artillery, S!lcceeded in cutting off two of the 
enemy's piqnt:ts; as weJJ as in surprising the sen
tries on the glacis, and at the gate, by which 
means the watch .word was obtained, and the 
entrance into tlte fort greatly facilitated. ,,.- bile 
three companies .. of the lOOth, under captain 
Martin, stormed the eastern ·demi-bastion, five 
companies of. the. same regiment, under colonel 
Murray in person, assisted by lieutenant-colonel 
Hamilton of the lOOth, entered the fort by the 
main gate, which .had been left open for the 
return of the guard from relieving sentries. The 
American main guard now rushed ont of the 
south-east block-house, :md fired a volley or 
two; and some musketry was fired from another 
stone building within the fot·t; but the bayonet 
overpowered all resistance, and the British union, 
in a few seconds more, waived triumvhantly 
upon the stone-tower of Fort-Niag:na. 

The number of prisoners taken, including: 
two officers and 12 rank and tile wounded; 
amounted to one captain, nine lieutenants, t'wo 
ensigns, one surgeon, one commissary, 12 ser
jeants, and 318 rank and tile. Add to this 
number 65 in killed, • and '' about 20 that 
effected their escape," and we have 420 for the 

• Appendix, No.3. 
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ganison of Fort-Niagara. Upon the diffe1·ent 
defences were mounted no fewer than 27 pieces 
Qf ordnance; and, among them, some 32-pound 
carronades. The arsenal contained upwards of 
3000 stands of arms, and many rifles. The 
ordnance and commissariat stores were im
Jnense; and so was the quantity of army- · 
dothing and camp-equipag-e. A portion of the 
articles consisted, no doubt, of such as general 
M''Ciure, in his flight, had brought across from 
Fort-George. Had the garrisoi1 afforded an oppor
tunity for a greater display of gallantry on the 
p~rtofthe assailants, the capture·ofFort-Niaga1·a, 
a .post by far the,stn:mgest of any on the inland 
froutiers, would hav.e been a · still mHre bril
liant achievemeut: it. was. no slight consolation, 
however, that we managed the. bm.'iness with the 
trifling loss of six, men killed, and five wounded; 
including the gallant projector and commander 
of the ·.enterprize, , colonel Murray, se,·erely in 
the wrist. Nor.is it: without feelings of exulta
tion, that we compare the number of British sent· 
against Fort-Niagara, with the number of Arne- · 
ricans,-covered too by the fire from a fleet of 
ships, and from that same fort,-sent against 
Fort-George,* so much its inferior in point of 
strength and armament. 

The deputy incendiary M'Clm·e, with well
grounqed apprehension of Bl'itish vengeance, 
had, since the very day of his crossing from Fort-

* See Vol. I. p. 153. 
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George, ordered the commandantofFort-Niagara 
to prepare to defend 1 he post, and be ready with 
" a proportion of hand-grenades in the different 
block-houses."* He did not consider the dis
aster as '' attributable to any want of troops, 
but to gross neglect in the commanding officer 
of the fort, captain Leonard, in not preparing, 
being ready, and looking out for, the· expected 
attack." t General M'Clure describes the 
British that captured Fort-l'i iagat·a, as of" great 
force," and as consisting of regulars and " In
dians;" although not an Indian was at the attack; 
for even the " Indian chief," Norton, who 
was present, is a Scotchman. The official letter 
then states that, on entering the fort, we 
"commenced a most horrid slaughter." This 
is utterly false, as respects the implication 
intended. The piquets and sentries, as in all 
cases of assault or surprise, were bayonetted; 
and so were those within the fort who made any 
resistance. The fort was entered in darkness, 
and a formidable opposition expected ; particu
larly as general M 'Clure had himself been 
boasting, that the block-houses and defences 
within-side, aided by the 32-pounder and other 
carronades, which were so mounted as, if neces
sary, to be fired inwards, would enable a small 
garrison to dri\"e out or desti"Oy 1500 British. No 
musket whatever was discharged by the latter; 
nor, from the moment that the soldiers could be 

~ App. No. 5. t Ibid, No. 4. 
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cet'tain of alJ resistance having ceased, was a 
single bayonet employed. 

Mr. O'Connor describes the assaulting party 
as " reg·ulars, militia, and Indians, to tlae num
ber, by the most probable account, of 1;")00 men," 
who, he SaJs, entered the fort while the mP-n 
were near·Iy all asleep " killing, without mercy 
ot· discrimination, those who came in thei1· way.''* 
Doctot· Smith considers the capture of Fort
Niagara to be a sore subject ; therefore merely 
states that, in the month of January, it " was 
surprised and captured." Mr. Thomson begins 
his account by stating, that the f01"t was 
" ganisoned by 324 sick and effective men"; 
although we took, as prisoners, 20 more than 
that number, exclusive of those that had escaped 
aud been killed. He proceeds : " At 4 o 'dock 
on the morning of the 19th, the enemy, 400 in 
number, crossed the Niagara, under colonel 
Murray, and approached the principal gate 
which was then open."-\Ve find no " Enata" 
referred to in Mr·. Thomson's book, but must 
consider that the printer has made " 400" of 
·wbat was intended for " 1400."-This editor, 
caught by the word '' Indians" in the official 
lettet·, then says: " Accompanied by his Indian 
WatTiors, he rushed furiously in upon the 
g·aiTison. '' c' On ente1·ing the garrison '' 

continues Mr. Thomson, " colonel i\! urray 

VOL, IJ. 
*History of the War, p. 159, 
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received a wound in the arm; after which be 
yielded the command to colonel IJamilton,
under whose superintendance, the women of the 
garrison were stripped of their clothing, and 
many of them killed, and the persons of the 
dead officers treated with shocking indignity ."t: 
-Never was so base a falsehood! But who, out 
of the United States, will believe this petti. 
fogging· scribbler's story? and as to those in 
the United States wlto may do so, they are too 
insignificant, we are sure, to give the gallant 
colonel the slightest uneasiness. 

Among the valuables found in Fort-Niagara, 
'Yere eight respectable Canadian inhabitants; 
who, in direct violation of civilized warfare, had 
been taken from their peaceful dwellings to be 
immured within the walls of a prison. That no 
doubt may remain of the fact, we here present 
the reader with the names of six out of the eight 
individuals, who were thus so happily released 
from bondage. The names are : Thomas Dickon, 
Samuel Street, and .J. M. Cawdlc, esquires; 
Messrs. John Tompson, John Macfarlane, and 
Peter M'Micking; the latter 80 years of age. 

On the same morning on which Fort-Niagara 
was carried, major-general Rial, taking with 
him detachments from the royal Scots and 41st 
regiments, amounting to about 500 rank and 
file, crossed oYer to Lcwistow~. About 500 

* Sketches of the War, p. 181); and third edition! 
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Indian warriors had preceded this force, and 
had a skirmish with, and completely routed, a 
detachment of American militia, undPr a major 
Bennett; in which affair the latter lost eight 
men killed. No sooner had the Americans aban
doned Lewistown, than the Indians commenced 
setting fire to it. Major-general Rial, who 
found no enemy to contend with, took possession 
of a 1'2 and 6-pounder gun, with travelling 
carriages, and evf'ry thing complete; also a 
con!>iderable quantity of small arms, some ammu
nition, nine barrels of powder, and about 200 

barre"ls of flour. The small villages of Youngs
town, Manchester, and the Indian Tuscarora, 
as soon as the inhabitants had deserted them, 
shared · the fate of Lewistown. 

There is no doubt that the Indians connnittf'd 
many enormities ; hut who could have told Mr. 
M'Clure,-himself the origin of all that hap
pened,-that the savages \Yere '' headed by 
British officers painted."? Mr. O'Connor is the 
only one of our three editors who has repeated 
this story. Major-general Rial and his troops 
passed on to Fort-Schlosser;* which place they 
destro:red : they then proceeded as f~~r as Tone
wanto Creek,* which is within 10 miles of 
Buffaloe; hut, finding the bridge broken, re
turned, and crossed onr to Queenstown. 

The ex11osed state of the American l\'iagnra

* Sre Plate J. 

c 2 
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frontier began to excite serious alarm; and 
general M'Clure, too dastardly to meet in the 
field the avengers of the conflagration of Newark, 
had requested major-general Hal1 to take the 
command of the regulars and militia, then 
assembling from all parts, to repel any fnrther 
enc1·oachments. On the morning of the 23d 
the major-general fixed his head-quarters at 
Batavia, a village about 40 miles from Buffaloe. 
On the morning of the 29th we find him at 
Buffaloe, •·eviewing his t.-oops ; which then 
amounted to 20ll men, but were afterwards, it 
appears, considerably reduced by dese1·tion. • 

On the 28th lieutenaut-g·eneral Drummond 
took up his head-quarters at Chippeway; and, 
on the next day, within two miles of Fort
Erie. Having reconnoih·ed the enemy's po'· 
sition at Black Rock~ the lieutenant-general 
determined to attack him. Accordingly, on 
the nig·ht of the 30th, major-general Rial, 
having under his command four companies of 
the 8th, 250 men of the 41st, the light company 
of the 89th, and the grenadie1·s of the lOOth, 
t·egiments, numbering, with 50 voluntee•·-militia, 
about 590 rank and file, also a body of Indian 
warriors, not exceeding 1 'W, crossed the N iagam, 
and landed, without opposition, about two miles 
below Black Rock. The light-company of the 
89th advanced along the road, and secured i,tll 

* llist. of the War, p. 161. 
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American piquet, as well as the bridge over the 
Conjuichity,• or Schojeoquady,t the boat·ds 
of which had already been loosened, preparatory 
to their removal. The 250 men of the 41st, and 
the gTenadiers of the lOOth, were joined to the 
light-company of the 89th ; and the whole, 
amounting· to about 400 rank and file, in order 
to secure the passage of the bridge, took up a 
position, a short distance beyond it, at a place 
called the Sailor's battery. In the course of the 
night several attempts were made by general 
Hall's militia to dislodge tbe British from theit· 
position ; but, " owing to the darkness of the 
night., and the confusion into which the militia 
were tlll'o\vn by tbe enemy's fire,"* every 
attempt faiJed. 

At day-dawn on the 31st, the l'Oyal Scots, 
about 800 strong, aloug with a detachment of 
the 19th dragoons, the whole commanded by 
lieutenant-colonel Gordon, of the rOJals, crossed 
over to land above Black Rock, for the purpose 
of turning the enemy's position, while major
geneml Rial's force should attack him from 
below. Unfortunately owino· to some error in 

' 0 

the pilots, several of tl1e Loats grounded; and 
became, in consequence, exposed to a heavy and 
destructive fire from one 6, one 24, and two 
12-pounders, at the Black Rock battery, anti 
from about 600 ment drawn up on the beach, 

*App. No.6. t Sec Plate I. t Ilist. ofthcWar, p.l61. 
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flanked by a number of Indians. The gallant 
royals, thus sitting in their grounded boats, to 
be shot at like targets, lost 1.3 rank and file, 
killed, and three seljeants, and 29 rank and file 
wounded. Fortunately, a few well-directed 
shots from five field-pieces stationed on the 
opposite t;hore, and the near approach of major
general Rial's force upon the enemy's right, 

caused a favorable diversion. 
By this time a considerable force of militia, 

certainly uot fewer than 1500, had assembled in 
the town ; but, after a short resistance, the 
Americans abandoned Black Rock and its bat
teries, ancl fled towards Buffaloe, about 2t miles 
distant. To this town tbey were followed, in 
close pursuit; and, although protected by a 
field-piece posted on a height that commanded 
the road! made but a slight resistance, ere they 
fled in all directions to the neighbouring woods. 

The British captured at these two posts eight 
pieces of ordnance, including a 2J and 18-pOlm

der. For want of adequate means of conveJance 
the public stores,con<;if..ting of considerable quan
tities or clothing, spirits, and flour, were obliged 
to be destroyed. All the inhabitants having left 
Black Rock and Buffaloe, the two villages shared 
the fate of Newark The United States' vessels 
Chipt_,e,ray, Little llelt, and Trippe, were found 
aground near Buffaloe Creek; and, along with 
their ::;tores, were also committed to the flames. 
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This fact is scarcely noticed by the American 
editors ; although the smallest of these three 
vessels, when captured from us a short time 
previous,* was, with the utmost gravity, styled, 
-'' His Britannic majesty's schooner Chippe. 
way." t The British loss on this occasion, 
including that of the royal Scots already given, 
-amounted to 31 killed, 72 wounded, and nine 
missing. The American loss does not appear; 
except where general Hall states, that '' many 
valuables were lost.:!: Owing to the nimbleness 
of the American militia, and the contiguity of 
the woods, only 130 prisoners were made; 
among whom was the notorious colonel, or doctor 
Chapin. Major-general Hall himself, with 
nearly 300 of the most pursy of his soldiers, 
brought up at the Eleven-mile Creek, about 
three miles f1·om Buffaloe. 

The nine missing of our troops were some 
careless fellows who had strayed to the margin 
of the viJ1age, and were captured on the 1st of 
January, by an American scouting: party, headed 
by a captain Stone. Two officers of this de
taclnnent were surprised, while on horseback, 
·hy a patrole of the 19th light dragoons, and one, 
" lieutenant Totman, of the Canadian volun
teers," was shot. Mr. Thomson declars, that 

* James's Naval Occurrences, p. 286. 

+ N av. IIi st. of the U uitcd States, Vol. II. p. 242. 
t App. No.7. 
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lieutenants Riddle and Totman " would ha•e 
given themselves up, but for the treatment 
which otht:r prisoners on the Niagara had re
cently received.,* TheseAmerican editors are 
never at a loss. The fact is, Mr. Totman was 
like his friend Mr. Wilcocks, an Irishman, and 
an inhabitant of (Tpper Canada, where he had 
1·e~ided many years. With a halter thus before 
l1is eyes, he l1a<l a much more pmverful induce
ment tlwn is al1eged by Mr. Thomson, for not 
delivering· himself up to the British. 

Mr. Thomson is very loud in his complaints 
~gainst the " timid militia," assembled at But:. 
f~tloe and Black Rock. Nor is he so without 
1·eason ; for, in proof of the numerous popula
tion in aud around those villages, we find it 
~tated by a writer from Batavia, under date of 
Decembe1· the 23d, that 5000 men could be 
assemb]ed in 24 hours: nny, M1'. O'Connot· him
self fixes tlte number of sufferers, by the confla
gration, alone, at 1' 12000 persons."t l\'or does 
this numbet· include. such as resided even a short 
distance Leyond I he narrow slip of land, which 
\\as the sceue of the British incursion. It was 
uot a week after the pusillanimous behaviour 
of the American militia upon this frontier, that 
Mr. Wright, member of congress for Maryland, 
ju a ~pecch which was to pl'Ovc, that the army of 

*Sketches of thcW.ar, p. I!J2. 

t Ui~ t. of the War, p. 164, 
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the United States had '' been manellously suc
cessful," said thus: " There was no evidence 
against the courage or canduct of ou1· army ; 
which had displayed, not Roman but American 
valor: so conspicuous, indeed, had been the 
courage displayed, by both our army and navy, 
that he hoped whoever should hereafter speak of 
Roman valor, on this floor, would be considered 
as speaking of the second degree, and not of the 
first."llt As far as any thing appears on the 
minutes of this day's debates, Mr. " ' right's 
language caused no unusual sensation in the 
house. 

After the American Niagara frontier had thus 
suffet·ed a just 1·etrihution for the conduct of 
the American government along the shores of 
Upper Canada, t•he British troops, under major
general Rial, evacuated the whole of the terri
tory of the United States, except Fort-Niagara, 
at which a .small garrison was stationed; and 

· the centre-division of the army of Upper Canada, 
ronsisting now of about 2.500 1·ank and file, 
retired into peaceable winter-quarters at Fort
Niagara, St. David's, Burlington Heig·hts, and 
York. Mr. O'Connor, after declaring that our 
proceedings had been marked " with the fero
city of the tiger, and the all-desolating ruin of 
the locust," adds: " On the 4th of January the 
robbers retired into their own woods ; not daring 

t Proeccqings of Congress, January 6, 1814. 
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to wait the chastisement that was prepa1;ng for 
them." He next furnishes us with a piece of 
useful information. " T he enemy," says he, 
"having declared their cond uct on the Niagara 
frontiet· to have been committed in retaliation 
fot· excesses said to have been committed by the 
American armies in Canada, t he censure, or 
rather indignation, of the suffering inhabitants 
was turned against general M'Clure, who had 
the command. The general, previous to retiring 
from command, published an address to the 
public, in justification of his own conduct, in 
which he seems to have been pretty successful."• 
His succP.ss did not, at all events, reach to the 
security of his person ; for he was compelled, 
for a long while, to have a strong guard of 
1·egular troops stationed before his door, in order 
to restrain the justly enraged population from 
treating him as he deserved. 

ln the harbor at Erie,t distant 91 miles from 
Buffaloe, were lying the ships, brigs, and larger 
schooners oftbe American fleet; nor could they 
seek safety upon the lake, on account of the ice 
that surrounded them. The Americaus, having 
good reason to fear an atlack upon, had, by 
collecting troops and cutting away the ice from 
the ~ides of the vessels, made every arrangement 
for the security of, this important depot. After 
the incompetency of the American militia to 

* Ilistory of the War, p. 16-t. t Seep. 49. 
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•lefend the post, had, however, been so well 
proved) we presume it was the known unbear
able state of the ice, and not any special orders 
from Quebec, that restrained major-general 
Rial from attempting· to carry into effect so 
desirable an object. 

Having now brought to a close the campaign 
of 1813, against tl1e British provinces; we will 
borrow a~1 American editor's remarks upon the 
subject. " Though," says Mr. Thomson, "the 
American arms had attained a high degree of 
reputation, no one advantage was obtained, to 
atone for the blood and treasure which had 
already been exhausted. The capital of Upper 
Canada had been taken. It was scarcely cap
tured, before it was abandoned. The bulwark 
of the province, Fort-George·, had been gal
lantly carried; but an inferior force was suffet·ed 
to escape, after being beaten; and the conque
rors were soon after confined to the works of the 
ganison, and closely invested upwards of six 
months. The long contemplated attack upon 
Montreal was frustrated: Kingston still remained 
a safe and advantageous harbor, in the hands of 
the enemy; and a fortress,"" which might have 
been long, and obstinately, and effectually 
defended, was yielded, with scarcely a struggle, 
and under circumstances mysterious m the 
extt·eme, to the retaliating invaders of the 

* Fort. Niagara. 
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American Niagara frontier. In the course of 
the summer of 1813, the American army 
possessed every position between Lake Ontario 
and Lake Erie, on both sides of the Niagara. 
In the winter of the same year, after ha,'ing 
gradually lost their possessions on the British 
side of that stream, they were deprived of their 
possessions on their own."• If we may be 
allowed to leave out "gallantly"; to substitute 
'' without any" for " with scarcely a"; and 
to bestow a smile upon the " high degree of 
reputation which the American arms had 
attained," we see no objection to Mr. Thomson's 
recapitulatory observations. 
· The circumstances that caused the surprising 
changes which he so naturally deplores, seem to 
have escaped his notice. " Had " tlte long 
contemplated attack upon Montreal" not been 
attempted, a cmpparatively ]a•·ge regular army 
of the l;nited States could still have occupied 
the peninsula of Upper Canada; and a M'Clure 
not been wanted, to prove himself the willing· 
tool of Mr. Secretary Armstrong's atrocious 
pm·poses. Had not Newark been set on fire, 
remorse would not have made cowardsofM'Clure 
and l1is mynnirlons; nor would a just indigna~ 
tion llave stimulated a small band of British to 
pursue and punish those guilty wretches; many 
of whose dwellings happily shared the fate of the 

* Sketches of the War, p. 193. 
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town which they had destroyed. Yet-mark the 
difference. The destruction along the American 
frontier was the work of an assaulting foe, 
glowing with wrath at the commission of injuries, 
unauthorized by the laws of war. It was an 
e\·ent which the inhabitants themselves had, for 
the last eight days, been expecting; an event, 
therefore, which they, by removing their pro
perty, and, in many instances, themselves, from 
the spot, did but partially feel. The burning 
of Newark, on the other hand, was the delibe
rate act of an enemy, who had been six months 
in quiet possession of the country ; and who had 
received no provocation whatever from the inha
bitants,-" the innocent, unfortunate, and dis
tressed inhabitants," as l\1 'Clure himself had 
styled them ; and that too in the very procla
mation, wherein he pledged himself to protect 
them. \\T arning the poor pe~ple had none ; 
unless half an hour or so may be called by that 
name: nor even day-light, to enable them to see 
to collect their little c]oaths and property, and 
to seek another habitation, in the room of that 
they had for ever lost. Poor Mrs. Dickson, too!
Who, then, will deny that the wanton confi.a
gration of Newark f.. till remains unatoned for ? 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Opemtions in Clwsapealc Bay-An·ival of rear· 
admiral Cockbm·n-Preparations joT attacking 
tlu United States' frigate Constellation in .James's 
RiveT-Fler retreat to a safer position-- 1'Vanton 
firing from tlte shore 1tpon the British boats-
Death of two men in consequence- A1·rival of 
admiral Wan·en-Gallant affair at the mouth of 
the Rappahannocl•-Rem·-adn.iml Cocl.:I.Jurn's 
(letaclted command to tlte head of the bay-Ad
vance upon French-town-Heavy fire upon the 
boats from a battery-Landing of the B1·itish
Flighl of the American militia-Dest?·uction of 
cannon, public stm·es, and vessels-Admiral C oclc
burn':> system of operations-American mis1·ep1·e
.wmtations conected-Pm·cltase of stock at Turlcey 
Point aud .SjJecucie !stand-Display of colours, 
andjh·ing £!(cannon, a l Havre de Grace-A ltaclc 
upon this place-Its slwrl but spi1·ited resistauce 
-Dis1·espect shown to a .flag of truce-Conse
quent pToceedi11gs b!J the British-Destruction 
of a valuable cannon-jormdry-G1·oss mis-state
ment of the Ame1·ican editors-Ridiculo11s belw
viow· of a prisoneT named O'Neil, and ludicrous 
t hrcat in ca ~e of his dt>lf'1llion-A dliance upon 
Gtm·ge-town and FTederic!.·-town - Previous 
Kaming to tlte inlwbitants-1'/r eh· violent pro-
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ceedings, and desl1·uclive fire upon the British 
-Dest1·uction of houses in consequence-Visit 
of the B1·itish to another town-Civil deportment 
of the inhabitants, and its salutary '1ffects
Remarks on the AmeTican militia-system-Im
positions of tlte American farme?·s-Captm·e of 
the United States' schooner Sm·veyor-Noble 
conduct of lieutenant Cri1·ie of the Narcissus
Arrival of troops in the C!tesapealce -Affair 
between 1-I.M.S. Junon and 15 American gun
boats-Open p1·epamtions for allacking Craney 
Island-Con·espondent preparations on t!te part 
of the Americans-Landing of a division of 
B1·itisl, at Pig-Point-Advance of another divi
sion towards Cmney Island- Unexpected g1·ound
ing of the boats close unde1· the American 
ballery-Impossibility to Teach tlze slwre
Destructive.fi-re upon the boats, as well as upon 
the stntggling crews in the wate1·-Remarks 
upon tlte attempt to capture Craney Island
A ttaclc upon, and captu1·e of Hampton-E.r:
cesses committed there by a part of the Britislt 
force-Ame1·ican strictuus on the occasion
Departure from tlte coast of tlte c01ps that 
committed the e.vcesses-Landi11g of the British 
at Ocracoke and P01·tsmouth, and captm·e of 
two fine letteTs of marque-A,merican mis-state
ments corrected. 

A THREATENING attitude upon the Atlantic 
frontier of the United States, in the neighbou ... 
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hood of the capital especially, being considered 
likely to weaken the efforts of the American 
government, now so openly and earnestly 
directed against our Canadian possessions, rear· 
admiral Cockburn, in the Marlborough 74, 
with some frigates and smaller vessels, entered 
the Chesapeake bay on the 4th of March, 1813. 

The United States' frigate Constellation, lying 
in James's river, near Norfolk, became the first 
object of attack; but the preparatory movements 
of the British squadron drove her to a safe 
position, highet· up the river. The rear-admiral 
afterwards advanced up the bay, sounding and 
reconnoitl'lng. During the passage of the boats 
along the shore, in the execution of this service, 
the Americans frequently fired at them, and, in 
one instance, killed two men, besides wounding 
several others ; although not a musket had been, 
on auy occasion, discharged from the boats. 

A bout the end of l\larch, admiral ·warren, 
from Bermuda, bringing wilh him the San 
Domingo 74, and some other ships, anived in 
the Chesapeake. In his way up the bay, the 
admiral detached a force to attack tour armed 
schooners, lying at the mouth of the Rappa· 
bannock. river. The breeze failing, the c:ipture 
of the whole four wai effected by five British 
boats, under the orders of lieutenant (now cap
tain) James Polking·horne, of the St. Domingo.* 

* For l11e full particula rs of this gallant c"eloit, see James's 

N :lVal Occurrences, p . 367. 
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In a week or two afte1· a junction had been 
formed between admiral \\ arren and rear
admi•·al Cockburn, the latter was directed, l~·ith 
a squadron of small vessels, including two of 
the captured schooners, to penetrate the rivers 
at the head of the ba.v, and endeavour to cut off 
the enemy's supplies ; as well as to destroy his 
foundries, st01·es, and public works; particu
larly a depot of flour, military and other stores, 
ascertained, by the information of some Ameri
cans, to be at a ['lace called French-to·wn, situate 
at a considerable distauce up the river Elk. 
J\ccordingly, the rear-admiral, with H.M. brigs 

Fantome and Mohawk, and the Dolphin, Racer, 
and HighfJyer, tenders, on the evening of the 
28th of April, moved towards the river. Having 
moored tJ.e brigs and schooners as far within 
the en 1 ranee as could be effected after dar},, 
the rear-admiral took with him, in the boats 
of his little squadron, 150 marines, under 
captains \Vybourn and Carte•·, and five ar
tillery-men, under lieutenant Robertson, of 
that corps, and proceeded to execute his 
orders.* 

The boats, owing to ignorance of the way, 
having entered the Bohemia instead of keeping 
in the Elk rive•·, did not reach the destined 
place till late o_n the following rnoming. This 
dday enabled the inhabitants of Freuch-town to 

* App. No.8. 
VOL, II. 
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make arrangements for the defence of the stores 
and town; for the security of which a six-gun 
battery had lately been directed. As soon as 
the boats approached within gun-shot of it, a 
heavy fire was opened upon them. Disregarding 
this, howevet·, the marines quickly landed; and 
the American militia fled from the battery to 
the adjoining woods. 

The inhabitants of the town, situate at about 
a mile distant, having, as far as could be ascer
tained, taken no part in the contest, wet·e not 
in the slightest degree molested; but a consi
derable quantity of flour, of army-clothing, 
saddles, bridles, and other equipments for 
cavalry; also various articles of merchandize, 
and the two stores in which they had been 
contained ; togethet· with five vessels, lying 
neat· the place, were entirely consumed. The 
guns of the battery, being too heavy to be 
carried away, were disabled; and the boa1s 
departed, with no other Joss than one seaman 
wounded in the arm by a grape-shot. Th~ 

Americans lost one man killed by a rocket, but 
none wounded. 

The rear-admiral's system, and which he had 
taken care to impart to all the Americans 
captured by, or voluntarily coming· on board, 
the squadron, was-to land without offering 
molestation to the unopposing inhabitants, 
ei.ther in their persons or properties ; to capture 



·es 
lln 

as 
,a 
ng 
nd 
to 

,ut 
er
~ot 

lSl

hg, 

for 
ize, 
~en 

ing 
~he 

be 
1a1 s 

~an 

rh{' 
but 

had 
ans 
trd, 
'ing 
nts, 
ure 

GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 35 

or destroy all articles of merchandize and 
munitions of war ; to be allowed to take off, 
upon paying the full market price, all such 
cattle and supplies as the Bt·itish squadron might 
require : but, should resistance be offered, or 
menaces held out, to consider the town as a 
fortified post, and the male inhabitants as 
soldiers ; the one to be destroyed, the other, 
with their cattle and stock, to be captm·ed. 

Both the editor of the "Sketches of the War" 
and of the " History of the War" confine the 
conflagration at French-town, to the two store
houses and their contents; and so does a writer 
in a respectable Amet·ican periodical publication, 
of very recent date, subjoining to his account 
of the burning of the warehouses,-.'' but no 
private dwellings, as has erroneously been 
stated."* Yet is the editor of the " History of 
the United States" so totally disregardful of 
truth, as to accuse the British of having plun
dered and destroyed the whole village.f Mr. 
Thomson finds it convenient to describe the 
contents of the store-houses as goods belonging 
to merchants of Baltimore and Philadelphia, 
and to be totally silent about any military 
stot·es; but genet·al Wilkinson expressly says: 
-" By the defective arrangements of the 
war-department, he (rear-admiral Cockburn) 

* North American Review, V ol . V. p. 158. 

t Hist. of the United States, Vol. II I. p. 283. 
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succeeded in destroying the military equipments 
and munitions found there; of which, I appre
hend, the public never received any correct 
account."* 

As the boats, in their way down the Elk, 
were rounding Turkey Point, they came in 
sight of a large estate, surrounded by cattle. 
The rear.admiral lauded ; and directiug the 
bailiff, or overseeJ', to pick out as many oxen, 
sheep, and other stock, as were deemed sufficient 
for the present use of the squadron, paid fo1· 
them to the full amount of what the bailifr 
alleged was the market price. l\'ot the slighte. t 
injury was done; or, doubtless, oue of our 
industrious historians would have recorded the 

fact. 
HaYing learnt that cattle and provisions, in 

considerable quantity, were at Specucie Island, 
the rear-admiral, with the brigs and tender , 
proceeded to that place. In his way thither it 
became necessary to pass in sight of Havre de 
Grace, a village of about 60 houses, situate on 
the west-side of the Susquehanna, a short 
distance above the confluence of that ri\'er with 
the Chesapeake. A !though the British were
a long way out of gun.shot, the Americans at 
Havre de Grace must needs fire at them from a 
six-gun battery, and display to their view, as 
a further mark of defiance, .a large Americnu 

• W~lkinson's Mcm. Vol. I. p. 73~. 



il 

e 

1' 

f 
t 

•• 

1 

e 
1 

t 
'l 

P. 

t 

~ 

1 

GREAT BltJTAIN Al'\0 A.l\fRHJCA. 37 

ensign. This determined the rear-admiral to 
make that battery and town the next object of 
attack. In the meanwhile, he anchored his 
squadron off' Specucie Island. Here a part of 
the boats landed, and obtained cattle upon the 
same terms as before. A complaint having been 
made, that some of the subordinate officers had 
destroyed a number of turkies, the rear-admiral 
paid the value of them out of his own pocket. 
The Americans, as they were d1·iving the cattle 
to the boats, jeered the men, saying,-" Why 
do you come here r Why don't you go to Havre 
de Grace? There you'll have something to doY 
A bout this time a deserter gave the people at 
Havre de Grace, who had already been in 
preparation, notice of the intended attack. 

After quitting· Specucie Island, the rear
admiral bent his course towards Havre de Grace; 
but the shallowness of the water admitting the 
pas&age of Loats only, the 150 marines and the 
five artillery men embarked at midnight on the 
2d of lVlay, and proceeded up the river.* The 
Dolphin and Highflyer tenders attempted to 
follow in support of the boats, but shoal water 
compelled them to anchor at the distance of 
six miles from the point of attack. By day
light, the boats succeeded in getting opposite 
to the battery; which mounted six guns, 12 

and 6-pounders, and opened a sm~rt fipe upm\ 
"' App. No.~~ 
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the British. The marines instantly landed to 
the left; which was a signal to the Americans to 
withdraw from their battery. Lieutenant G. A. 
'Vestphall, haling, in the mean time, stationed 
bis rocket.boat close to the battery, now landed 
with his boat's crew, turned the gnns upon 
the American militia, and drove them to the 
extremity of the town, 

The inhabitants still keeping up a fil-e from. 
behind the houses, walls, and trees, lieutenant 
Westphall, by the admiral's orders, held out a 
flag of truce, and called upon them to desist. 
Instead of so doing, these'' unoffending citizens" 
fired at the British lieutenant, and actually shot 
him tbroug·h the very hand that was bearing the 
flag Qf truce. After this, who could wonder if 
the British seamen and marines turned to the 
right and left, and demolished every thing in 
their way ?.-The townspeople themselves had 
constructed the battery ; and yet not a house 
in which an inhabitant remained was injured. 
Several of the inhabitants, principally women, 
who had fled at first, came again into the town, 
and got back such articles as had been taken. 
Some of the women actually p1·oceeded to the 
boats; and, upon identifying their property, 
had it restored to them. Many of the 
inhabitants who had remained peaceably in 
their houses, as a proof that they were well 
informed of the principle upon which Sir George 
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Cockburn acted, frequently exclaimed to him: 
-" Ah, sir, 1 told. 1hem what would be the 
consequence of their conduct. It is a great pity 
so many should suffer for a head-strong few. 
Those who were the most determined to fire 
upon you the other day, saying it was impossible 
you could take the place, were now the first to 
run away.'' Several of the houses that were not 
burnt did, in truth, belong· to the chief agents 
in those ·"iolent measures that caused such 
severity on our part; and the very towns-people 
themselves pointed out the houses. Lieutenant 
Westphall, with his remaining hand, pursued and 
took prisoner an American captain of militia; 
and others of the party brought in an ensign 
and several privates, including an old Irishman, 
named O'Neill. After embarking the six guns 
from the battery, and taking or destroying 
about 130 stands of small-arms, the British 
departed from Havre de Grace. 

One division of boats, headed by the J"ear
admira], then proceeded to the northward, in 
search of a cannon-foundry, of which some of 
the inhabitants of Havre de Grace had given 
information. This was found, and instantly 
destroyed; together with five long 24-pounders, . 
stationed in a battery for its protection ; 
28 long 32-pounders, ready for sending away ; 
and eight long guns, and four cal'l'onades, in the 
boring-house and foundry. Another division 
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of boats was sent up the Susquehanna; and 
1·eturned, after destroying five vessels and a large 
store of flour. 

No event of the wa1· has been more grossly 
exaggerated than the proceedings of the British 
at Havre de Grace. Happily, so much incon· 
sistency and contradiction prevail in the 
American accounts, that \Ve shall have no great 
difficulty in exposing the author~ to the merited 
indignation of the di~intet·ested reader. One 
editor says:-'' From Frenchtown they (the 
British) proceeded down the Elk, ascended the 
river Susquehanna, and attacked, plundered, 
and burnt the neat and flourishing, but unpro
tected village of Havre de Gmce; fot· which 
outrage no proYocation bad been given, nor 
could excuse be assigned."* Another says:·
H In expectation of an attack from the enemy, 
the people of Ilavre de Gmce had made 
}">reparations for the defence of the place; and 
a battery had been erected, of two 6-pounders, 
and one nine."t Six long 12 and 6,.pounders, 
the reader wilJ recollect, were taken by us from 
that very battery. The same editor admits, 
that a fire was kept up from the battery till the 
British commenced their debarkation; ·~ when 
all," says he, " except O'r 'eill, an old citizen 
of Havre de Grace, abandoned their posts ; and, 

* Ilist. of the U. S. Vol. III. p. 283, 
t Sketches of the War, p. 209. 
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following the militia, who had fJed with shame
ful precipitation, left the women and children 
of the place to the met·cy of the invaders."* 
A third editor says:-'' A small party of militia 
were stationed at Havre de Grace ; who, on the 
approach ofthe enemy, made a slight resistance, 
and then retreated. An Irishman," (this is more 
intelligible than Mr. Thompson's designation,) 
named O'Neill, with a cournge amounting to 
l'ashness, and an enthusiasm not confined by 
cold loyalty, opposed his single arm to the 
British host, and was taken prisoner and carried 
on board the fleet, but afte1·wards released."t 

Another A rnerican account says:-'' The 
inhabitants of Havre de Grace had, for three 
weeks previous to this period, been making 
preparations for defence ; and several companie 
of militia were called in to their aid.''-" The 
militia, amounting to about 250, were kept to 
their arms all nig,ht; patroles were stationed in 
every place where they could possibly be of any 
service ; the volunteers at the battery were at 
theit· guns, and a g'eneral determination seemed 
to prevail of giving the enemy a warm recap-
. " 

t1on. + 'Vhat, then, becomes of doctor 
Smith's assertion, that Havre de Grace was 
" unprotected ;" or that " no excuse could be 

* Sketches of the W nr, p. 209. 

t Hist. of the War, p. 170. 

:j: North American RcTiew, Vol. V. p. 160. 
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assigned" for attacking it?- Pe1·haps this 
gentleman grounded his statement upon 
Mr. Munro's official communication to sir 
Alexander Cochrane; wherein, as a matter of 
state-convenience, and in the very teeth of the 
British official account, announcing the capture 
of six pieces of cannon, and 130 stands of arms, 
the American secretary chose to describe the 
inhabitants of Havre de Grace as " unarmed." 
In the same spirit of rancor, doctor Smith 
dec)ares, that '' the whole of this Jittle town, 
house after house, was consigned to the flames."* 
Mr. Thomson is not explicit upon this point; 
but Mr. O'Connor expressly says:-'' Twenty
four . of the best houses in the town were 
burned ;"t and the Boston reviewer says:-" It 
has been said, in a respectable history of the 
times," (can this mean doctor Smith's work?) 
'' that one house only escaped the flames; but 
thil> is a mistake. Havre de Grace consisted of 
about 60 houses, and of these not more than 40 
were burnt."+ As, according to the same 
account, several of the hou:;es were, when the 
British landed, " already in flames," from the 
" tremendous discharge of balls, rockets, and 
~hells," we may consider Mr. O'Connor's estimate 
as alluding exclusively to those destroyed by the 
British while on shore. It is not a little extra-

* llist. of the United States, Vol. IJ I. p. 283. 

t Ilist. of the War, p. 170. t N. Amcr. Rev. Vol. V.p. 160. 
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ot·dinary, that the same writer who dwells so 
upon the state of " preparation" in which the 
inhabitants were, should say: '' It is not easy 
to assign any cause, other than the caprice of 
its projector, for this violent attack on a defence
less and uuoffending village. No reasons of a 
public nature could have induced it. No public 
property was deposited thet·e, nor were any of 
its inhabitants engaged in aiding the prosecution 
of the war."* 

Although it would be idle to question the 
zeal and industt·y of any one of our three histo
rians, Mr. Thomson alone has declared that the 
British " cut open the bedding of the citizens 
to augment the flames; destroyed the public 
stages ; maimed the horses; cut to pieces tbe 
private baggage of the passengers ; tore the 
cloathing of some of the inhabitants from their 
backs; and left to others those only which they 
wore; in short, robbing private travellers on the 
highway of their money and apparel." Mr. 
Thomson next affirms that, " when seveml 
ladies of the first distinction" had taken refuge 
" in a spacious and elegant private mansion," 
a British officer " was entreated to suffet· this 
house, at least, to escape the general conflagra
tion; but, as he was obeying the orders of 
admiral Cockburn, the most he could do was to 
suspend his purpose, untiJ those unpmtected 

* North American Review, Vol. V. p. 162. 
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women could prevail upon the admiral to coun
tennand them.''* That the latter part of this 
statement is utterly false, appears by the testi
mony of one of the sufferers ; one who dates his 
letter from the spot ; who complains that the 
destruction of Havre de Grace has " ruined" 
l1im; and who, therefore, must wt·ite with 
highly initatecl feelings against the British. He 
·ays: " The inhabitauts fled at the :-~pproach 
of the sailors, aud the women took shelter in 
the house of Mr. Mark Pringle; which a party 
was proceeding to destroy, when Mr. Pringle, 
with a flag, met them, and they very ,-eadily 

desisted." t 
One would suppose that the destruction, by 

an enemy, of 45 pieces of cannon, chiefly long 
:12 and 2'l-pounders, would have appeared 
of sufficient national importance, to engage the 
attention of such as profess to detail the events 
of a war. But it was necessary to cast every 
posbible odium upoo the British, and therefore 
highly impolitic to admit that they performed a 
single act of legitimate warfare. Mr. Thomson 
is the only editor who deplores the loss '' of 50 
pieces of elegant cannon;" bnt he makes 
amends for his unguarded acknowledgment, by 
declaring, that the furnace which was battered 
down, was " private property," and that the 

* Sketches of the War, p. 210. 

t Philadelphia Gazette, .May 4, 1813. 
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British '' as the last act of atrocity with which ' . 
this expedition was destined to be marked, tore 
up a smaJl bridge, constructed over a deep, 
though narrow creek, and over which tra,·ellers 
of every description were obliged to pass, or 
venture through a widea· channel, at the immi
nent hazard of their lives."-'No So that a small 
party, on shore in an enemy's country, and ex
pecting to be attacked by an enraged popula
tion, collecting from all points, are to leave 
standing a bridge, by which alone, probably, 
their position can be assailed; because, forsooth, 
the destruction of that bridg·e would cornpel the 
inhabitants to " venture through a wider chan
nel, at the imminent hazard of thei1· lives." 
This is such a refinement in warfare, as we did 
not expect to hear broached by an American. 
Doctor Smith and Mr. O'Connot·, although they 
have added to the list of enormities committed 
by the British, that of buming" Mr. Hug·hes's 
foundery," It ave rejected the story of the bridg·e, 
as too ridiculous even for them to publish. 

Mt·. O'Connor, with a fe1Jow-feeling, perhaps, 
e:ttols highly the courage and enthusiasm of his 
friend O'Neill. This contemptible old wretch; 
when taken on board the rear-admiral's ship, 
cried bitterly ; exclaiming every now and then, 
"God bless king George-1 detest the Amet·icans, 
-will do all I can to save the British," &c. &c. 

* Sketches of the War, p. 211. 
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Next day his daughter, an interesting young 
woman, came on board, and begged hard for his 
discharge; urging that he had a large family 
dependant on him for support. Her tears pre
'Vailed, and she carried her father on shore. IR 
a week ot· ten (lays aftet·wards, rear-admiral 
Cockbm·n had occasion to go on board the San 
Domingo, when~ to his great surprise, admiral 
Warren showed him a Jetter he bad just received 
from the American secretary of state, declaring, 
if a hair of O'Neil's head was hurt, what his 
government would do, &c. This ludicrous 
application was replied to in a proper manner, 
and the affair ended. 

On the night of the 5th of May, the same 
party ofBI'itish marines and artillery-men again 
embat·ked in the boats, and proceeded up the 
river Sassafras, separating the counties of Kent 
and Cecil, towards the villages of George-town 
and Frederick-town, situate on opposite sides 
of the river, nearly facing each other. Having 
intercepted a small boat with two of the inha
bitants, t'eat·-admiral Cockburn halted the de
tachment, about two miles from the town ; and' 
then sent forward the two Americans in their 
boat, to warn their countrymen against acting 
in the same rash manner as the people of Havre 
de Grace had done ; assuring them that, if they 
did, their to,vns would inevitably meet with a 
~imiJar fate; but that, ou the contrary, if they 
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did not attempt resistance, no injury should be 
done to them or their towns ; that vessels and 
public property only, would he seized ; that 
the strictest discipline would be maintained; 
and that whatever provision or other property 
of individuals the rear-admiral might require 
for the use of the squadron, would be instantly 
paid for in its fullest value.* The two Ameri
cans agreed in the propt·iety of this ; said there 
was no battery at eithet· of the towns ; that they 
would willingly deliver the message, and had 
no doubt the inhabitants would be peaceably 
disposed. 

After waiting a considet·able time, the rear
admiral advanced higher up; and, when within 
ahout a mile fl'Om the towns, and between two 
projecting points of land which compelled the 
boats to proceed in close order, a heavy fire 
lHts opened upon them from one field-piece, 
and, as conjectured, 3 or 400 militia, divided and 
entrenched on the opposite sides of tJ,e river. 
The fire was promptly retun1..ed, and the rear
admiral pushed on shore with the marines; 
but, the instant the American militia observed 
them fix theit· bayonets, they fled to the woods, 
and were neither seen nor heard of afterwards. 
All the houses, excepting those whose owners had 
continued peaceably in them, and taken no part 
in the attack, were forthwith destroyed; as were 

* App. No. 10. 
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four vesstJls lying in the river, together with 
some stores of sugar, of lumber, of leather, and 
other merchandize. On this occasion, five of 
the British were wounded. One of the Ameri
cans who entreated to have his property saved, 
wore military gaiters; and had, no doubt, as
sisted at the firing upon the British. Agreeably 
to his request, however, his property was left 
untouched. 

Nlr. Thomson says: " The invaders were gal
lantly ressisted more than half an hour, when 
they effected a landing; and, marching towards 
the town, compelled the militia to retire. Co
lonel Veazy effected his retreat in excellent 
order."* To pro,·e that this was a galJant 
affair, Mr. Thomson has made the American 
force "about SO militia, and one small cannon," 
and the British force " 18 barges, each carrying 
one great gun, and manned altoget.her by oOO 
men."* Mr. O'Connor contents himself with 
accusing us of burning the unprotected villages 
of Frederick and George-town. 

On his way down the river, the rear-admiral 
visited a town situated on a branch of it. Here 
a part of the inhabitants actually pulled off to 
him; and, requesting to shake haud~, declared 
he should expet·ience no opposition whatever. 
The rear-admiral accordingly landed, with the 
officers, and, chiefly out of respect to his rank, a 

• Sketches of the War, p. 212. 

' 
t 
t 
1 

t 
t 

a 



l 
f 

n 

s 

It 

t 

n 

" 
g 
0 
h 
!s 

ll 

!0 

d 
r. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 49 

small personal guard. Among those that came 
to greet him, on his landing, were observed two 
inhabitants of George-town. These men, as 
we]) as an inhabitant of the place who had been 
to George-town to see what was going on, 
had succeeded in persuading the people to adopt, 
as theit· best security, a peaceable demeanor. 
Having ascertained that there were no public 
property nO!' warlike stores, and obtained, upon 
}Jayment of the full value, such at·ticles as were 
wanted, the rear-admiral and his party re-em. 
barked. Soon afterwards, a deputation was sent 

from Charlestown, on the north-east river, to 
assure the rear-admiral, that the place was con
sidet·ed as at his mercy ; and, similar assurances 
coming from other places in the upper part of 
the Chesapeake, the reat·-admiral and his Jigl•t 
squadron retired from that q~arter. 

None of the American historians notice the 
lenient conduct obsen·cd towards th~ inhabi
tants of the two last-mentioned towns ; unle~s 
we are to consider Mr. Thomson as glancing· at 
the subject, when he complains of " the 
t1·eachery of some citizens of the republic.-'' 
These editors find relief for their rancorous spirit 
either way. If the inhabitants preserve. their 
towns by not opposing us, they are " traitors, 
tories, or British agents:" if the.v make l'f>si st
ance; and their towns, sharing the fntf' of othet· 

\'OL, 11., 
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stormed places, are burnt, we are " vile incen
diaries, unprincipled marauders." 

Much is said by American editors, about 
robbing the inhabitants of their cattle and live 
stock ; but the truth is, the farmers them:o;ehes 
considered the British squa~ron in the Chesa
P.eake as their best market. Not contented, 
however, with getting the highest prices for . 
their stock, small as well as large; their eggs, 
butter, milk, cheese, garden-stuff, &c. they fre· 
quent.ly practil>ed upon their liberal purchasers 
the grossest impositions. 

One writer, doctor SJnith, alluding to the 
proceedings in the Chesapeake, expresses him
self thus: " History blushes to recapitulate the 
depredations and conflagrations which were 
here perpetrated. The pen of the historian 
cannot record one solitary exploit of honorable 
warfare, worthy the arms of an heroic nation. 
The outrages of their sailors and marines 
were to the last degree shocking and indefen
sible. They committed indiscriminate havoc upon 
every species of private property along the shores 
of the bay, and on the margin of its inlets."* 

This is the very language that was used 
by the " National lntelligencer," '' National 
Advocate " " Democratic Press " and other ' . ' 
American newspapers, '' known to be friendlJ· 

• History of the U nitcrl States, Vol. III. p. 282. 
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to the Wat·," for the double purpose of preju· 
dicing the British cha.-acter in the eJeS of 
the other nations of Europe, and of filling 
the ranks of the American army from among 
the western, or Kentucky patt·iots. Ame
rican citizens of the first consequence, in Bal. 
timore, Annapolis, and Washington, when they 
have gone on board the British Chesapeake 
squadt·on, as they ft·equently did, with flags, to 
obtain passports, or ask other favors, and these 
inflammatory paragraphs were shown to them, 
never failed to declare, with apparent shame, 
that they had been penned without the slightest 
regard to tmth, but merely to instigate their 
ferocious countrymen in the western states
to rally round the American standard. Yet 
does the sober historian of the l lnited States not 
'' blush" to record as truth these party-serving 
lies. Such statements soil the h istot·ic page; 

and, b_y theit· influence on the passions, may 
tend, at some future day, to rekindle the flames 
of war between the two nations. 

Fortunately, we have American testimony to 
aid us in repelling the principal charge advanced 
against the British by this nest of calumniators. 
'' They (the British) were always," says the 
writer in the Review, " desirous of making a 
fait- purchase, and of paying the full value of 
what they received; and, it is no more than 

~~ 2 
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justice to the enemy to state that, in some 
instances, money was left behind, in a cons11i
cuous place, to the full amount of what had been 
taken away." :Jt< 

'Vein England may find it difficult to consi
det·, as soldiers, men neither embodied nor dret.t 
in regimentals. That circumstance has notes
caped the keen discernment of the Americar) 
government: hence we are so often charged, in 
proclamations and other state-papet·s, with 
attacking the "inoffensive citizens of the repub
lic.'' The fact is, every man in the United States, 
under 45 years of age, is a militia-man ; and, 
during the war, attended in his turn, to he 
drilled, or" trained." He had always in his pos
session eithet· a musket or a rifled-barrel piece; 
knew its use from his infancy ; and with it, 
therefore, could do as much execution in a 
smock frock or plain coat, as if he wore the most 
splendid uniform. These soldiers in citizens' 
dresses were the men whom rear-admiral Cock
burn so frequently attacked and rOlJted ; and 
who, when they had really acted up to the 
character of" non-combatants," were invariably 
~pat·ed, both in their persons and properties. 
The rear-admiral wished them, for their own 
~akes only, to remain neutral; but gcneml 
Hull, in his famous proclamation, prepared 

* N01'lh American Review, Vol. V. p. 158. 
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with so much care at \Vashington, invited the 
Canadian people to become open traitors to thei1· 
counb·y; and visited upon them that refused, 
all "the honors and calamities of war."* 

On the 12th of June the boats ofthe Narcissus 
42, containing about 40 men, under the com
mand of lieutenant Crhie, first of that ship, and 
of lieutenant P. Savage, of the marines, \vere 
despatched up York river, in the Chesapeake, 
to cut out t!te United States' schooner Suneyor, 
mounting six 12-pound canonadcs. Captain S. 
Travis, he1· commander, had furnished each of 
his men with two muskets. They lte1d their 
fire until the British were ,,ithin pistol-shot; 
but the latter pushed on, and finalJy carried th\3 
vessel by boarding, with the loss of three men 
killed, and six wounded. Captain Travis had 
five men wounded. llis crew amounted to l6;t 
and so gallant was their conduct, as well as 

that of their commander, in the opinion of 
lieutenant Cririe, tltat that officer returned 
captain Tra\'ers his sword, accompanied by a 
letter, not less complimentary to him than 
creditable to the writer.+ Mr. Thomson has 
added, " a tender" to the boats of the frigate ; 
and declares that the force of the British was 
" nine times superior"§ to that on board the 
Surveyor. Lieutenant Cririe's Jetter would 

*Vol. I. App. Nb. 4. 
t .1\.pp. No. 10. 

+ American Nav. Mon.~. 219 

~ Skctche~ of the War, p. 213. 
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IJave set tl1is matter right, and confened a11 
honor upon the British commanding officer: 
either of which reasons would suffice to prevent 
its appearance in the pages of the " Sketches of 
the ·war.n None of the other historians have 
noticed the action. 

Admiral Wanen, who had left the Chesapeake 
for Bermuda, returned to his command early 
in June; bringing· with him, according to 
newspaper-account, a detachment of battalion 
marines, 1800 st1·ong; 300 of the 102d regiment; 
250 of the Independent Forcigne1·s, or Canadian 
chasseurs; and 300 of the royal marine-artillery : 
total 2650 men, 

On the 18th of June H. M.S. Junon, of 46 
guns, anchored in Hampton roads; and captain 
Sanders despatched his boats to capture or 
destroy any vessels that might be found at tho 
entrance of James's river. Commodore John 
Cassin, the naval commanding-offic.:er at Norfolk, 
observing this, directed the 15 gun-boats at that 
btation to be manned with an additional num
ber of seamen and marines from the Constella
tion frigate, then moo1·ed at the navy-yard, also 
with 50 infantry from Craney Island; and, under 
the command of captain Tarbin, to attempt the 
capture or destruction of the J unon. 

It was not till about 4 P.M. on the 20th, that 
this formidable flotilla, armed with upwards of 
;30 gun~ half of which . were long 3~ and. :H· 
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pounders, and manned with, at least, 500 men, 
c!ommenced its attack upon the Junon, then 
lying becalmed. Captain Sanders warmly 
returned their fire with his long eighteens; 
hoping that they would soon ventore to approach 
within reach of his carronades. This the gun
boats carefully avoided ; and, between them and 
the frigate, a distant cannonade, very slightly 
iuj urious to either party, was maintained for a bout 
three quarters of an hour. A breeze now sprang 
up; which enabled the Barrosa, of 42, and tl.e 
Laurestinus, of 28 guns, lying about five miles 
off, to get under weigh, in the hope to have a 
share in the amusement. The Junon, also, was 
at this time under sail, using het· best efiorts to 
give a more serious complexion to the contest ; 
but commodore Cassin, wl10, as be assures us, 
was in his boat during the whole of the action, 
considering that the flotilla bad done enough to 
entitle him to display both his fighting, and his 
literary qualifications, in an official Jetter, very 
prudently ordered tlte 15 gun-boats to make the 
best of their way back to Norfolk. 

Commodore Cassin's letter«< ·wiB afford a 
richer treat, when it is known, that the Junon, 
so " severely handled" as to be placed " upon 
a deep careen, with a number of boats and 
stages round het·," received only one or two shots 
in her hull, and sustained no other loss than 011e 

* App. No. 1~. 
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man killed. Three of the gun-boats are stated 
to have received damage; one man is also 
;:tcknowledged to haYe been ki1led, and two 
men wounded. The Barrosa, a 42-gun frigate, 
is under 950, ''a razee" from 1640 to 1700 tons;* 
yet the American commodore could discover 
no difference between those two classes of ships. 
l"Ir. Thomson is the only editor who has t·ecorded 
this gun-boat exploit. He cleclares the Junon 
was "much shattered ;" that "the Americans 
had J.l) gnns, the British, 1.50 and upwards;" 
that " captain Tarbell's conduct, as well as 
1hat of lieutenants Gardner, Henly, and others, 
received the fullel't approbation of the sur .. 
rounding garrisons, and of the citizens of Nor

folk."t 
Tho appearance of the hvo frigates and sloop 

jn Hampton roads soon brought to Norfolk and 
its vicinity as many as 10000 militia; and the 
"' orks, recent1y constructed there, were all 
manned, ready for defending that important 
post. At Hampton, also, a militia force had 
assembled; and batteries were erecting, in case 
that town should prove the object of attack. 

On the 20th of June, 13 sail of British 
ships, consisting of three 74s, a 64 annee en 
jlttte, four frigates, and fi,•e sloops, transports, 
and tendel·s, lay at anchor; the nearest within 
seven, the furthest off within thirteen, mile!S 

~· ;fames's Nav. Occurr. p. 3t. Sketches of the War, p. '!14, 
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of Craney Island. An assemblage of boats 
at the sterns of several of the ships, on the 
afternoon of that day, gave no very unequivocal 
notice to the people on shore, that some expe
dition was on foot. Accordingly, " Craney 
Island being rather weakly manned,"'* the com
manding officer at Norfolk sent 150 of the 
Constellation's seamen and marines, to a bat
tery of IS-pounders on the north-west, and 
about 480 Virginia militia,t exc1usive of officers, 
to reinforce a detachment of artillery, stationed 
with two 24 and four 6-pounders on the west, 
side of the island. Captain Tarbell's 15 gun
boats were also moored in the best position for 
contributing to the defence of the post. 

After two days' parade of boats and bustle 
among the British ships, a division of 17 or 18 
boats, at day-light on the morning of the 22d, 
departP.d with about 800 men, under major
general Beckwith, round the point of Nan
semond river, and landed them at a place 
called Pig's point, near to the narmw inlet 
separating the main from Craney Island. Owing 
to some errot· in the arrangements, unexpected 
obstaclt>s presented themselves. An att::.ck from 
that quarter being tl1erefore considered hopeless, 
and the position itself not tenable, the troops, 
in the course of the day, re-embarked, and 
returned to the squadron. 

* App. No. a. t Sketches of the War, p. ~13. 
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A second division of boats, 15 in number, 
contai11ing a detachment of 500 men, from the 
lOZd regiment, Canadian chasseurs, and batta• 
lion-marines, and about 200 seamen, the whole 
under the command of captain Pechell, of the 
St. Domingo, arrived, at about 11 o'clock in the 
forenoon, ofi' the north-west side of the island, 
directly in front of the battery manned by the 
Constellation's men. Great difference of opinio'n 
pre\·ailed among the officers engaged in the 
expedition, about the propriety of making the 
attack at that time of tide, it being then the ebb. 
Captains Hanchett, Maude, and Romilly of the 
engineers, were decidedly against it; captaiti 
Pechell was for it; and he, being the senior 
officer, of course carried his point. Captain 
Hanchett then volunteered to lead the boats to 
the attack ; which he was permitted to do-. 

Captain Hanchett's boat was the Diadem's 
launch, carrying a 2 11-pound carronade, the 
only boat so armed in the division. He h<!d 
taken his station about 60 yards a-head of the 
otlter bouts; and was pulling, under a ' 'ery 
heavy and long-continued fire from the batteries, 
directly in front of them, when his boat unfor
tunately took the ground, at the distance of 
about 100 yards from the muzzles of the enemy's 
guns. Captain Hanchett, nho had been pre· 
viously stayding up in his boat, animating his 
men to hasten fon' ard, now wrapped round his 
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body a union jack, and pt·epared to wade on shore 
to storm the> Am«>rican battery. At that instant 
one of the seameu, having plunged his boat
hook over the sidt>, found three or four feet of 
~limy mud at the bottom. A check thus effec
tually giveu to a daring enterprise, in which all 
were so re:-~dy to join, captain Hanchett waved 
his hat t(n tht> bo:-~ts a-stern to keep a-float. In 
the hurry of pulling and ardor of the men , 
this waming was disregardc>d ; and one or two 
of the boats grounded . Two others, owing to 
their having recei\'ed some shot that had passed 
through the sails of the Diadem's launch, sank. 

In the nwauwhile, the Americans at the battery , 
well aware of the shoal. had anticipated what 
happened; and, feeling their own security, 
poured in their grape and canister with destruc
tive effi--ct. A 6-pound shot, which had passed 
through a launch on the shu-board side of 
caplaiu Hanchelt's boat, and killed and wounded 
se,•eral men, struck that officer on the hip, and 
he in!>tantly fell; but was quickly on his legs 
·again. \\ hile he was assisting to save the 
~nen 1 hat were struggling in the water, in 
const>qtlence of tlwir boat having been sunk, a 
Iangridge shot entered his left thigh. This gal
lant otlicer stood as long as he could, and 
then fai11ted. A little water, however, restored 
him; aud, after seeing the boats withdrawn 
from the fire, captain Hanchett went to the rear 
and reported himself tor captain Pechell : that 
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done, the u·ounded captain ordered himself to 
be shifted into a lighter boat, which conveyed 
l1im to his own ship, the Diadem, then lying at 
anchor twelve miles off. 

While the men from the sunken boats, and 
who consisted chiefly of the Canadian chasseurs, 
or Independent Foreigners, were strug·gling for 
their lives in the water and mud, the Constella
tion's marines, and the American infautry, 
waded a short distance into the water, and 
deliberately fired at them. " hen informed of 
the circumstance, the American authorities, Hry 
naturally, declared it untrue: as had beeu fre
quently done before, too, '' an investigation was 
ordered;" and which, of course, " resuJted in 
a complete refutation of the allegations."* But, 
the fact having passed in fuJI view, not ouly of 
the officers and men in the other boats, but of 
:;ir T. Sidney Beckwith and his party, from 
their position on the main-land, any at tempts at 
denial could only add to the enormity of the 
offence.)( 

Huddled together, as the boats were, when they 
struck the ground; and that within c:mister
range of a battery, which kept upon them an 
incessant fire of more than two hours' duration, 
it required no very expert artiileri~ts to l'>ink 
three of the boats, and to li.iil three men and 
wound sixteen ; especially wht'n aided by the 
muskets of those humane individuab n bo waded 

* History of the U ni}ed States, Vol. III. p. ~85. L ~/1 
~ /~..._,~£,_- ~/.Jd~/"'-f%~ ~ .... ..&,..~,.. /;,_1 
~-,be ~ ~ ,J:::-.:;r_,c.. ~;;.q >£.-./a...u .a::.-~ /.1. ' 

~ .. 4._- "7&.-:t · ,£;::-ff',.k. tC.-' ~ad,_~(. ~.r. ,_ c:~--r, 
~ r~~~ L~ ,..,~~ .r-~lr/?d.:-:~ • " 
4 ;::: / -LA. -~~L d... 4 ~~"f:.. ~& ~~ Y.yu,/- Y-./n<....._ 7-,~~ 
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into the water to fire at the drowning crews. 
lncluding 10 seamen, 62 are reported as 
missing.* Of these, it appears, 40 gained the 
shore, and " dese1-ted" to the Americans. As 
mor: than that number of missing appear to 
have belonged to the two forei g n companies, thi s 
creates no surprise; espe(.:ially as the only alter
native left to the men was to become prisoners 
of war. Admitting the American statement to 
be correct, 22 must have p erished in the water; 
the majority of whom, owing to the proximity 
of the sinking boats to the Diadem's Jaunch , 
and the strenuous exertions of captain Jlnnchett 
and his men to save the drowning crews, mnst 
have dropped beneath the merciless bullets 
~f the American troops. The whole Joss on 
our side, which, as we have seen, amounted to 
81, has been magnified by the American editors , 
to 200 ; and they add, with a degTee of 
exultation, rende1·ed ridiculous by the powerless 
condition to which accident had rednced t lu• 
invading party, that " on the side of t !Jf' 
i nvaded, not a man was either ki lled or 
wo11nded." 

One American editor makes the Bri 6~h force 
that arrived in fron t of t he island-battery 
" about 4000 men ," many of whom WeYe 

f'rench, t and t hose that landed on the mai
11 

" upwards of 800 soldiers ;" yet, in the Ye r.r 

* A pp. No . .13. t Sl::.ctchcs oft tc War, I' · ~l5. 
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next page, he declares that " 3000 British 
soldiers, sailors, and marines, were opposed to 
480 Virginia militia, and 150 sailcu·s and 
marines."* The batteries were nothing in the 
account, although Mr. Thomson had just don 
telling us what destruction they had caused. 
Another editor, Mr. O'Connot·, declares that 
'' 1500 men attempted to land in front of the 
island ;t and that the fot·ce that land_ed on the 
main was " reported, by deserters and others, 
to exceed 3000 men.":j: The postcript to com· 
modOJ'e Cassin's letter states, that " the number 
of the enemy engaged in the attack was nearly 
3000 ;":j: implying, of course, that those not 
engaged were exc] uded f1·om the estimate. 
Another writer, whose zeal it would be criminal 
to question, says:- " An attempt was made 
against Craney Island, by a force exceeding 
1200 men; who were repulsed with disgrace by 

700 raw troops, sailors and marines, without 
the loss of a m::m."ll 'Ve have, in addition to 
1\lr. Thomson's, geuentl "V\ ilkinson's high autlw· 
rity for !-.tating, that a part of the in-vading force 
consisted of" a corps designated ' cltasseurs Bri· 
lanniques,' compo~ed of foreign renegadoes under 
British officers." II 

It is surprising with what facility the American 

• Sketches of the War, p. 216. t App. No. 12. 
t Hist. of the War, p. 171. 

U Wilkinsou's :Mem. Vol. I. p. 733. 
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hi.,torian can, by his powers of distortion, con
vet·t every event he records to the national 
&dvantage. The check which the expedition 
experienced, when the Diadem's launch. and' 
two or three of the foremost boats struck the 
ground, is represented as " a momentary pause" 
caused by tl1e " galling fire from the battery ;"• 
and to prove, decidedly, the existence of no 
other obstacle to the landing of the British, than 
" this gallant resistance by the naval division 
on the island," Mr. Thomson follows up his 
" momentary pause" with,-'' Every attempt to 
approach the shore having heretofore failed, the 
enemy determined on returning to his shipping· 
with as little delay as possible.":JF Not one of 
the other historians mentions a word about the. 
British boats having grounded : all was effected 
by the " invincible American seamen and 
marines." "Ve have seen already, and shall see 
again, as we proceed, that the American editors, 
in their histories, and the American commanders, 
in their official letters, can, when the occasion 
set·ves, magnify a difficulty, be it ever so slight, 
into one which no bravery can surmount. 

The policy of attacking Craney Island, as a 
means of getting at Norfolk, has been much 
questioned; but there can be only one opinion, 
surely, about the wisdom of sending boats, in 
broad day-light, to feel their way to the shore, 

* Sketches of the War, p. 215. t App. No. 1'2. 
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over shoals and mud-banks; and that in the 
very teeth of a formidable battery. Unlike 
most other nations, the Americans in pat·ticular, 
the British when engaged in expeditions of this 
nature, always rest their hopes of success upon 
valor rather than numbers. But still, had the 
veil of darkness been allowed to screen the 
hoats from view, and an hour of the night 
chosen, when the tide had covered 1 he &hoals · 
with deep watm·, the same little party might 
have carried the batteries ; and a defeat, as 
disgraceful to those that caused, as honorable 
to those that suffered in it, been COIHerted into 
a victory. As it was, the affair of Craney lsland, 
dressed up to advantage in the American official 
account, and properly commented upon by the 
goYernment-editors, was hailed throughout the 
union as a glorious triumph, fit for Ameri

cans to achieve. 
On the night of the 25th of June, the effective 

men of the I02d regiment, Canadian chasseurs, 
and battalion-marines ; also, three companiel' 
of ship's marines, the whole amounting to about 
;!000 men, commanded by major-general Beck
with, embarked in a division of boats, placed 
under the orders of rear-acituiral Cockburn, 
and covered by the Mohawk sloop, and the 
launches of the squadron. About half an 
hour before day-liu·ht on the 26th, the ad
·yance, consi10ting of ahout 650 men, aloug 
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with two 6-pounders, under lieutenant-colonel 
Napier, landed two miles to the westward 
of Hampton, a town about 18 miles from 
Norfolk, and separated from it by Hampton
roads. Shortly afterwards, the main bo<ly, 
consisting of the royal marine-battalions under 
lieutenant-colonel Williams, landed ; and the 
wl10le moved forward. 

A full detail of the little skirmishes that 
ensued with, certainly, a very inferior body of 
militia, will be found in Admiral Wanen's and 
sir Sydney Beckwith's despatches.* As might 
be expected, the town, and its seven pieces of 
cannon, fell into our hands, after a trifling loss 
of five killed, 33 wounded, and 10 missing;* 
or, according to Mr. Thomson, of " 90 killed 
and 120 wounded."t The Americans admit a 
]oss of seven killed, 12 ·wounded, II missing, 
and one prisoner ; total 31.-j' 

Our force, on this occasion, has been, by the 
American editors, more fairly stated than 
usual; but they have contJ·ived to make it 
up, by pmportionably diminishi~1g their own. 
Mr. Thomson te11s us that, early in June, from 
" the suspicious movements and menacing atti
tudes" of the Bt·itish squadron lying in Hamp
ton-roarls, '' the citizens of aJJ the surrounding 
towns became <l pprehensive of an attack;" that 

* App. Nos. 14 and 15. 
t Skctchrs of the War, p. 24.0. 

T"OL. [J . l<' 
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'' at Norfolk the militia . force yery soon con
sisted of 10000 men;" Lut that " at Hampton, 
a force of not more than 450 bad yet been 
organized." After ibe British squadron l1ad 
practised, during tht·ee weeks, '' suspicious 
movements and menacing attitudes," in the 
very front of Hampton, within 18 miles of which, 
'' 10000 men'' had already been collected, 
Mr.·Thomson gravely enumerates the force that 
resisted the British, when they attacked and 
carried the town of Hampton, at " 438 men ;"• 
a smaller number even, than, at the ' 'ery com
mencement of these" suspicious movements and 
menacing attitudes," he admits, had then been 
organized. Upon the whole, therefore, we shall 
incur no risk of over~rating the American force 
at Hampton, by fixing it at 1000 men. 

A subject next presents itself for investigation, 
upon which it is painful to proceed. As soon 
as the Ameticans were defeated, antl driven 
from Hampton, the British troops, or rather, 
"the foreign renegadoes," (for they were the 
principals), forming part of the advanced force, 
commenced perpetrating upon the defenceless 
inhabitants acts of 1·apine and violence, which 
unpitying custom has, in some degree, rendered 
inseparable from places that have been carried 
by storm; but which at·e as revolting to humaJl 
nature, as they are disgraceful to the flag 

* Sketches or thu War, p. ~18. 
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that would sanction them. The instant these 
circumstances of atrocity reached the ears of the 
British commanding officer, orders were giren 
to search for, and bring in, all the Canadian 
chasseurs distributed through the town ; and, 
when so brono·ht in a o·uard was set over them. 0 ) b 

The officers could do no more : they could not 
be at every man's elbow, as he roamed through 
the conntt·y in search of plunder;-. and plunder 
the soldier claims as a right, and will hare, when 
the enemy has compelled him to force his way 
at the point of the bayonet. 

No event of the war was so greeted by the 
government-editors, as the affair at Hampton. 
All the hireling pens in the United States were 
put in requisition, till tale followed tale, each 
out-doing the last in horror. The langu<.~g·e of 
the brothel was exhausted, and that of Billings
gate surpassed, to invent sufferings for the 
American women, and terms of reproach for 
their British ravishers. Inst-ances were not only 
magnified, but multiplied, tenfold; till the 
whole republic rang with peals of execration 
against the British character and nation. A few 
of the boldest of the anti-gm·ernment party 
stood up to undeceive the public, but the voice 
of reason was drowned in the general clamour; 
atul it became as dangerous, as it was usele!!s, to 

.attempt to gain a hearing. The" Geo .. g·e-town 
l'ederal Republican," ~f .July 7, a newspaper 

F2 
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published just at the verge of Washington·city, 
and whose editor has the happy priviledge of 
remaining untainted amidst a corrupted atmo
sphere, contains the following account:-" The 
statement of the women of Hampton being 
~·iolated by the British, turns out to be false. 
A correspondence upon that subject and the 
pillage said to have been committed there, has 
taken place between general Taylor and admiral 
w·arren. Some plunder appears to have been 
committed, but it was confined to the French 
troops employed. Admiral Warren complains, 
on bis part, of the Americans, having continued 
to fire upon the strugg1ing crews of the barges, 

after they were sunk."* 
It wiH be scarcely necessary to mention, that, 

so far from the above statement, or any thing 
at all resembling it, appearing in the American 
histories from which we occasionally extract,
the most violent paragraphs out of the most 

. violent journals, have alone th<Jt high houor 
assigned to them. One author, the reverend 
doctor Smith, has, unfortunately ,-heedless hoW 
he prostituted his ::superior talent~,-dressed up 
these calumnies in far more elegant languagt· 
than either of his contemporaries. 

Almost immediately after the affair at Hamp· 
ton, captain Smith, who commanded the tno 
companies of Canadian chasseurs, waited up011 

• Sec p. 60. 
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t he commander-in-chief, and informed him that, 
havinO' remonstrated with his men for their 0 

behaviour at Hampton, they, one and all, 
declared, tbat they would show no quarter to 
any American whatever, in consequence of their 
comrades having· been so basely fired at, when 
without arms, in the water, before the batteries 

~ at Craney Island. Upon captain Smith 's ex-
s pressing himself convinced that these foreigners 
\ would act up to their determination, sir John 
11 Warren ordered the two companies away from 
h the American coast; and, although troops were 
~' subsequently much wanted in that quarter, the 
d Canadian chasseurs, o1· Independent foreigners, 

were never again employed in the British 
service. 

On the llth of July, sir John 'Van·en detached 
g rear-admiral Cockburn, with the Sceptre 74, 

(into which ship he had now shifted his flag,) 
the Romulus, Fox, and Nemesis, all armee en 

.flute, the Conflict gun-brig, and Highflyer and 
Cockchafer tenders; having on board the 103d 
regiment, of about 500 rank and file, • and a 
lilmall detachment of artillery, to Ocracoke 
harbor, situate on the North-Carolina coast; for 

t ' the purpose of putting an end to the commerce 
carried on from that port, by means of inland 

p· navigation, and of destroying any vessels that 
o 111ight be found there. During the nig·ht of the 

I 

p11 * Afterwards sent to the Canadas, 
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12th, the squadron arrived off Ocracoke bar; 
aud, at two o'clock on the following morning, 
tire troops were embarked in their boats; which, 
accompanied by the Conflict and tenders, pulled 
:in three divisions, towards the shore. Owing 
to the great distance and heavy swell, the 
advanced di~ision, commanded by lieutenant 
'Vestphall, first of the Sceptre, did not reach 
the shoal-point of the harbor, behind which two 
large at·med vessels were seen at anchor, till 
considerably after day-light: consequently, the 
enemy was fully prepared for resistance. The 
instant the boats doubled the point, they were 
fired upon by the two vessels; but lieutenant 
W f'stphall, under cover of some rockets, pulled 
directly for them; and, had just gotto the brig:s 
bows, when her c1·ew cut the cables and aban
doned her. The schooner's colours were hauled 
down by the enemy about the same time. The 
latter Yessel proved to be the Atlas, lette'l· of 
maryue, of Philadelphia, mounting 10 guns, and 
01easuring 240 tons: the former, the Anaconda, 
]ettet of marque, ofi\"ew York, mounting 18 long 
9-p·ounclers, ·and mP.asuring 387 tons. 

In· the course of the morning the troops were 

landed, and took possession of Ocracoke and 
the town of Portsmouth, without the slightest 

opposition. The inhabitants behaved with 
civility, and their property was, in consequence, 
qot molested ; although both Mr. Thompson 
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and Mr. O'Connor have stated differently. One 
says:-" About 3000 men were landed at 
Portsmouth; where they destroyed the private 
propet·ty of the inhabitants, and treated the 
place with no more forbearance than they had 
sllewn at Georgetown and Fredericktown."* 
1\'1 r. O'Connor makes the attacking party amount 
to no more than " between 7 and 800 ;" de
clares that " the country was pillaged and laid 
waste by the enemy for several miles ;"t and, 
having found out that some women died, and 
others were taken iH, in the neighbourhood, 
about the time of the attack, supposes that it 
all arose from " apprehensions of being treated 
like the unfortunate females a.t Ilampton."t
After t·emaining oil shore for two days, rear
admiral Cockburn, with his troop!li and seamen, 
re-embarked ; not, it \Vould appear, because he 
had performed the sen·ice entrusted to him, 
but-on account of his " not fee]ing himself 
~ompetent to the attack on Newburn, now that 
its citizens were preparing to receive him."• 
No sooner had the British departed, than the 
Amet·ican militia flocked to· the j)Ost; thus 
presenting us with a new system of military 
-defence. 

*Sketches of theW ar, p. ~'l -i. t History of thew: ar, p. 178. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Commencement of tlte campaign of18l4-Spi1·ited 
capture, by militia, of a superior detachment cif 
American regulars, on the Thames, D. C.- Unsuc· 
ccssful assault upon an Anu:Tican log-1·edoubt
Contemplated re-capture of Fort-Niagam, and 
allaclc upon Kingston-Maj01·-general Brown's 
mistake -His arTival at Buffaloe- Generttl 
Wilkinson's plan of obslntcling the Richelieu
American incursion into Lower Canada-Assem
blage of general1Villcinson's army at Champlain 
-His advance to, and attack upon, La Colle 
mill- Intrepid belwviour of the gan·ison
Repulse of the Americans, and theit deparluTe 
from the province--A me1·ican defensive pTepm·a
tions at VeTgennes-BTitislt flotilla yn Lalce 
Clwmplain-In~lfecluaL attack upon an Ameri
can battery at Otter Cuek-Assault upon, and 
captuTe of Fort-Oswego -Public property found 
lhere-Ame1·ican incw·sion into the village of 
Dover, at Long Point; and dest1·uction of all 
the dwelling-houses and othe1· buildings there
Remarks on that proceeding. 

FROM the languid climate of the Chesapeake, 
we are again suddenly called to the b1·acing 
regions of the Canada~, against whose towns and 
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inhabitants the United States' troops were still 
mat·ching, with augmented numbers and reno
vated hopes. General Harrison's victory had 
·placed the western district of Upper Canada, at 
the mercy of every petty ~tach ment which major
general Cass might send from the garrison of 
Detroit. Early in December the proceedings of 
a foraging })arty of 44 of general Cass's t·egulars, 
under lieutenant Larwell, reached the ears of 
Mr. Hem·y Medcalf, a young man residing near 
Long Point. Although the depredators were 
travet·sing the banks of the river Thames, full 
120 miles off, and the Canadian militia at this 
time disembodied,* lieutenant Medcalf as
sembled three ser:jeants and seven rank and file 
of his own, the Norfolk militia; and, on the 
16th of the month, commenced his march, 
hoping to gain an accession of volunteers on his 
ronte. At fort-Talbot, distant 65 miles, he wait 
joined by one lieutenant, one ensign, one ser
jeant, and seven rank and file of the Middlesex 
militia ; also, by a setjeant and six rank and 
file of captain Coleman's provincial dragoons. 
Thus reinforced, lieutenant Medcalf advanced 
to Chatham, about 50 miles further; where he 
was joined by a lieutenant and eight rank and 
file of the Kent militia; making his total num
ber, including officers, 37. While at Chatham, 
the commanding officer of this little expedition 

* Sec p. 5. 
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ascertained, that the objects of his search were 
at a house belonging to one Macrae, situate 
on the river-side. Owing to the length and 
1·apidity of the march, eight of the men were 
quite worn out with fatigue. Leaving these, 
therefore, as a guard over the dragoon horses, 
lieutenant Medcalf hastened to Macrae's, with 
the remaining 28 of his party. 

On arriving near the house, the door was found 
closed, and the 45 American regulars had posted 
themselves inside; as if intending to make a 
desperate resistance. Serjeant James M 'Queen, 
of the 2d Nmfolk militia, took a very ready 
method of gaining admittance: he burst open 
the door with the but-end of his musket. The 

·29 Canadian militia-men immediately entered; 
and, after a short scuftle, in which two of the 
Americans were killed, and three made their es
cape, took as prisoners lieutenants Larwell, Fisk, 
and Davies, two serjeants, two corporals and 33 
1·ank and file, of the United States' regular army, 
total 40; with their arms in their hands. As 
soon as this affair was made known at the head
quarters of the right division, Jieutenant-ge
neral Drummond promoted lieutenant Med
calf; and otherwise testified his approbation of 
the judgment and gallantry which that officer 
had so successfully displayed. One of the pri
vates, Reuben Alwood, present at the attack, 
was stilJ in a weak state of health, owing to a 
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severe wound he had received in resisting the 
attack upon the Red House, in November, 1812.* 
A sailor's boarding-pike was then thrust into his 
left eye, and actually passed out at the back of 
his ear! If 50 American regulars, headed by a 
captain, succeed in capturing seven or eight 
Canadian militia, headed by a corporal, the event 
finds a place in the pages of an American ''his
tory." Yet we have searched in vain for any 
American account of the capture of lieutenant 
Larwell, and 39 American regulat·s, by lieutenant 
Medcalf and 28 Canadian militia. 

The re-possession of the Niagara frontiet· had 
enabled lieutenant-general Drummond, eady 
in February, to detach a small force of regulars, 
to check the further inroads of the Americans, 
along the Detroit and Lake-Erie shores. A part 
of this force, consistiug of the two flank compa
nies of the Royal Scots, the light company of 
the 89th, ancl a detachment of rangers and Kent 
militia, under captain Caldwell, in alll96 rank 
and file;~ was stationed at Delaware-town, an 
Indian village on the banks of the Thames, 
about 34 miles above the Moravian village. 
Late on the night of the 3d of March informa
tion arrived, that an American fot·aging pat·ty 
was at Longwood, about 15 miles along the 
Moravian-town road. Accordingly at daylight 
the next morning, captain Basden, of the 89th, 

*See Vol. I. p. 111. t App. No.16. 
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moved forward, with the three flank companie!S 
and the militia; also about 50 Indians, unde1· 
colonel Elliot, of the Indian department. 

The America~1 party consisted of a detach~ 
ment of rangers and mounted infantry, of the 
24t.h and 28th regiments, amounting to 160 

rank and file, under captain A. H. Holmes, of 
the 24th ;* which detachment had been sent 
from Detroit, since the 21st of February, by 
lieutenant-colonel Butler, who, in the absence 
of major-general C<~ss, was now the command~ 
ing officer. Captain Holmes, having gained in~ 
t~lligence of the approach of the B1·itish, fell 
bl'tck five miles, to the Twenty-mile Creek; 
where there was a wide and deep ravine, bounded 
on each side by a lofty height. On the western 
height captain Holmes established an encamp~ 
ment, in the form of a hollow square ; covering 
it on three sides with a redoubt, or breastwork, 
of fel1ed trees. Ilerc, confiding in the strength 
of his position, the American commander 
awaited the attack of the British. 

On the morning of the 4th of March, captain 
Basden, with his detachment, appeared on the 
1aeight facing that on which the enemy was 
posted. The snow was, at this time, about 15 

inches deep, with a strong crust on the top; 
thus rendering the appt·oach to the enemy's 
entrenchment still more difficult. Those pre-

ll' App. No. Io. 
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sent, who were well acquainted with the country, 
offered to lead the troops, by a circuitous route, 
to the rear of the enemy; hut captain Basden 
preferred a direct attack, not only as more con
sonant to his own gallant spirit, hut, in order 
to shew a good example to the militia, and 
make, as he thought, a lasting impression upon 
the American troops. Captain Basden, having 
directed the militia to make a flank movement 
to the right, and the Indians to do the same to 
the left, dashed, with his regulars, down one 
height, across the ravine, and up the other 
height, to within about three Jards of the Jog
entrenchment. Here they were received by a 
quick succession of heavy and destructive vollevs 
from the sheltered Americans; and, after several 
Yain but gallant efforts to carry the w01·k, wet·e 
compelled to retit·e, ·with the loss of one captain, 
one lieutenant, and 12 rank and tile, killed; and 
one captain, (captain Basden,) one lieutenant, 
fixe smjeants, and 42 rank and tile, wounded ; 
also, one volunte~r wounded and taken prisoner, 
and one bugleman missing; total, 6.5. The ~oss 
of the Americans, as a proof how completely 
they were sheltered, amounted to no more than 
four killed, and four wounded. The British, 
however, were allowed to retire without anv 
pursuit ; and captain Holmes soon aftenvards 
abandoned his position. Colonel Butler, in his 
letter., does credit to the gallantry of the British ; 
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but Mr. Thomson, the only editor who appears 
to have noticed the affair, claims, as usual, 

the "''hole for his countrymen. 
The Upper Canada peninsula was intended 

to be the first point of serious attack, in the 
campaign of 1814. The object, as explained in 
Mr. Secretary Armstrong's letter, of date the 
20th of January, was to compel us to abandon 
our frontier posts on that line, including Fort· 
Niagara; and to prevent our sending· deta~h· 
ments westward, against Amherstburg and De· 
troit, or against the American shipping at Erie 
and Put-in bay.* For this service, 2400 regulars, 
militia, and Indians, were to be placed under the 
command of colonel Scott. t The recapture of 
Fort-Niagara, which was the principal object, · 
was considered to be no difficult task, with 
2 !00 men ; because it was known to be " gar· 
risoned with only from 250 to 300 men," and 
that the British " kept no guards outside tbe 
fort."t But general Wilkinson, a portion of 
whose troops was to assist in making up this 
force, desirous to monopolize all the glory of 
invading the Canadas, threw obstacles in the 
way, and defeated the plan. 

The Canadian snows were allowed to remain 
untrodden by hostlle steps, except now and theJJ 
a predatory incursion, for one month longer; 

• Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 614. 

:t Ibid. ?· ens. 
+ Seep. 236. 
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when the American secretary at war, under date . 
of February 21st, says to major-general Brown, 
at Sackett's harbor :-'' You will immediately 
consult with commodore Chauncey, about the 
readiness of the fleet for a descent on Kingston, 
the moment the ice leaves the lake. If he deems 
it practicable, and you think you have troops 
enough to carry it, you will attempt the expe
dition. lu such an event, you will use the 
enclosed as a ruse de guerre ." The " enclosed" 
was as follows:-" Public sentiment will no 
longer tolerate the possession of Fort-Niagara by 
the enemy. You will, therefore, mo\'e the divi
sion which you brought from French Mills, and 
invest that }lOst. Governot· Tompkins will 
co-operate with you with 5000 militia; and 
colonel Scott, who is to be made a brigadier, 
will join you. You. will receive your instmc
tions at Onondaga Hollow."*-Having to wait 
two months, at least, ere commodore Chauncey's 
fleet could move on the lake, general Brown was 
the more easily led to mistake the fictitious, 
for the real, point of attack ; and accordingly 
marched, through snow and water, to Onondaga 
Hollow .; a village so named, distant about 70 
miles from Sackett's harb01·. Immediately on 
his arriYal, a brother-offi.ce1· pointed out to him 
his error ; and back .to Sackett's harbor waded 
the general and. his 2000 men: where we will 

• Wilkinson's Memo in, Vol. I. p. 642. 
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leave them to recover from thei1· fatigue; while· 
we take a view of operations going on in general 

Wilkinson's neighbourhood. 
Captain Pring's two sloops and gun-boats, or, 

as Mr. Thomson prefers calling them, " the 
British fleet destined to operate upon Lake 
Chan1plain," had been laid up for the winter at 
St. John's, situate about 40 miles down the 
Richelieu. To prevent this " fleet" from prac
tising the same annoyance which it had done in 
the preceding summer,* gene1·al "Wilkinson, 
who, with his army, was still at Plattsburg, 
sent an otficer of engineers, on the 4th of March, 
to reconnoitre, with the view of fortifying, 
Rouse's point, on the Richelieu, distant about 
2,6 miles from St. John's ; and close to which 
point is the ship-channel into the lake. Some 
delay occurred in commencing upon, and the 1 

f'arly breaking up of the ice defeated altogether, 1 

this most eligible plan. 
The uncommon forwardness of the season 

kept no pace with general " ' ilkinson's warlike a 
spirit. He longed to be at the (..;anadians; if ft 
only to punish them for treating him so scurvily, t 
on his way down the St. Lawrence. Thus bent a 
on revenge, the genera], on the 19th of March, t 

advanced, with his army, from Plattsburg to I 
Cl.mzee, on the road to Champlain, a village, V1 

distant about three miles from the boundary-liuei 
• Sco Vol. I. p. 242. 



TWEEN 

atigue; while 
. on in O'eneral 
' ::, 

o-un-boats, or, 
::, 

r them, " the 
' e upon Lake 
r the winter at 
iles down the 
et" from prac
~t had done in 
~~ "Wilkinson, 
at Plattsburg, 
e 4th of March, 

of f(H·tifying, 
distant about 

close to which 
he lake. Some 
upon, and the 

Ia ted altogether' 

of the seasofl 
klnson's warlike 
e (;anadians ; if 
r him so scurvily. 
~ce. Thus bent 
• 19th of March, 
~ Plattsburg to 

plain, a village, 
te boundm·y-liue; 

!. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 81 

and then detached brigadier-general Macomb, 
with a corps of riflemen, and a brigade of in
fantry, in sleighs, across the ice> to Isle Ia Motte; 
and thence to Swanton, Vermont, near to Mis
sisqui bay, on Lake Champlain. On the 22d 
this corps crossed the line of separation between 
the United States and Lower Canada, and took 
possession of Phillipsburg, a village of 60 or 70 
houses, situate on the edge of the bay, about 
one mile within the lines. On the next day some 
cannon foUowed the detachment; but, on the 
26th, to the greatjoy of the suffering inhabitants, 
the American troops, with their artillery, suddenly 
re-crossed the lake to Champlain ; whither the 
general had since advanced, with the main body 
of the army. On the 29th of M~u·ch, we find 
the general at the head of" 3999," or as, for the 
reader's ease, we shall say, 4000, " combatants, 
including 100 cavalry, and 304 artillerists, with 
11 pieces of artillery."* Against 1800 British 
regulars, and 500 militia, which the general 
assures a council summoned on the occasion, 
are stationed at La Colle mill, distant eight miles 
from Champlain, and seven, in an opposite dit·ec
tion, from Isle aux 1\;oix, it is determined that~ lie 
army shall immediately proceed. The prepara
tory '' general ordcr"t is very full and explicit. 
It is thet·e fixed, that the tt·oops shall " return 
victorious;" nor are they to " give ground'' 

* App. No. 17. t Ibid, No. 18. 
VOL, II. 
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ag·ainst " double t b force of the enemy." T(J 
provide, ah,o, against any accidental defection; 
and, by way of operating as an additional sti
mulus to glory, on the part of the troops," a tried 
serjeant will form a supernumerary rank, and 
instantly put to death any man who goes back."«' 

The American army commenced its short 
J,Uarch at 10 o'clock on the morning of the 30th; 
and, while the troops are trudging, ancle-deep 
in snow and water, to effect the fourth im•asion 
of Canada, we will exhibit our account of the 
British force in the vicinity of the lines. At 
St. John's, distant about 14 ntiles from Isle aux 
Noix, and 21 fi"om the mouth of La Colle river, 
were stationed, under the command of lieuten
ant-colonel Sir William Williams, of the 13th 
regiment, six battalion-companies of that regi
ment, and a battalion ofCanadian militia; num
bering, altogetLer, about 750 rank and file. At 
Isle aux Noix, where lieutenant-colonel Richard 
\Villiams, of the royal marines, 4tommanded, 
,,-ere stationed the chief part of a battalion of 
that corps, and the two flank companies of the 
lath regiment; in all about 550 rank aml file. 
The garrison of La Colle mlll, at which major 
Uandcock, of the 13th regiment commanded, 
consisted of about 70 of the marine-corps, one 
corporal, and three marine-artillerymen, captain 
Blake's company of the 13th regiment, and :1 

. • .1\pp. J. · o. 18. 
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smaJl detachment offtontier lig·ht infantty, nuder 
eaptain Ritter; the whole not exceedingl80 rank 
and file. At \Vhitman's, on the left bank ~f the 
Richelieu, distan·t abot1t two miles fmm the mi11, 
and communicatino· with Isle aux Noix, was the :::> 

remaining battalion-company of the 13th. The 
grenadier-company of the Canadian fencibles, 
under captain Cartwright, and a battalion-com
pany ofvoltigeurs, were stationed at B'urtoihillc, 
distant two miles up La· Colle river, and where 
thet·e had been a bridge, by which the direct 
road into the province passed. Thus the whole 
British force stationed within 22 miles of La 

Colle mill, and 30 of general Wilkinson's head
quarters, amounted, in regulars, to about 1000, 
and, in militia, to about 430, rank and file. 
Yet the general's detailed estimate, upon which 
that presented to the council was founded, places, 
atlsle aux Noix and La Colle mill, exclusively, 

2550 men, and designates the whole, excepting 
{wo companies, as regular troops ; including, 
among the '' regiments," the voltigeurs, 49th, 
and De Meuron's,* although not one of these 
corps, except a company of the fit·st, was sta
tioned to the southward of St. John's. 

The mill at La Colle was built of stone, with 
walls about 18 inches thick, having a wooden, 
or shingled roof, and consisting of two stories. 
It was in size about 36 feet by .'>0, and situate on 

• Wilkit:~son's Mem. Vol. HI. p. 226. 
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the south bank of La Colle river ; which wa~ 
frozen over nearly to its mouth, or junction with 
the Richelieu, from which the mill was about 
three-quarters of a mile distant. The mill had 
been placed in a state of defence, by fil1ing up 
the windows with logs, leaving horizontal inter
vals to fire through. On the north-bank of the 
river, a little to the right of the mil1, and nith 
which it communicated by a wooden bridge, 
was a small house, not originally intended for, 
but, on this occasion, converted into, a block· 
house, by being surrounded with a breastwork 
of logs. In the rear of this temporary block
bouse was a large barn, to which nothing had 
been done, and which was not even musket# 
proof. The breadth of the cleared ground, to 
the southward of the milJ, was about 200, and 
that to the northward, about 100 yards; but, 
on the flanks, the woods were much nearer. 
There was, at this time, about a foot of snow oo 
the ground, and that rapidly dissolving. 

The American troops, owing to the blunder of 
their guide, took the road to Burtonville, and 
did not discm·er their mistake till they had fired 
upon, and driven in, a small piquet of captain 
Cartwright's. They then counter-marched; 
and, afte•· a second mistake of the road, entered 
the main road near Odell-town, distant about 
three miles from the mill. This road had been 
purposely obstructed by felled trt>es i which, 
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before the army could proceed, the American 
axemen were obliged to cut up or remove. In 
the course of the marclt, colonel Bissell's brigade, 
consisting of the 14th, 20th, and 23d infantry 
regiments, encountered a piquet, composed of a 
subaltern and 20 men, sent forwat·d by major 
Handcock. This piquet was reinforced, and 
opened a smart fire upon the Americans; in 
which they killed and wounded one officet· and 
12 men of colonel Bissell's brigade. • The first 
intelligtmce of the enemy's advance reached the 
ganison at about half-past 10 in the forenoon ; 
hut, owing to the delay they bad experienced, 
the American troops did not arrive before the 
mill, till half-past one o'clock in the afternoon. 

The general, in a very masterly manner, now 
drew up his 4000 Americans, so as completely io 
invest this great mill-fortress, ganisoned by 180 

British. As it was naturally expected, that the 
latter would soon try to effect their escape, 600 
men, under colonel Miller, were detache~ across 
the river, to the rear of the mill, in order to cut 
them off. The firing commenced on the part of 
the little gauison ; and was directed against that 
part of the enemy's column, which was stationed 
at the verge of the wood in front of the mill . 
This continued fot· about half an hour, when 
the Americans, after breaking the carriage of 
an 18, and being compelJed to leave on the 

* Wilkinson's MClll. Vol. III. p. 244. 
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r.o.ad a 12-pounder, succeeded in bringing to 
q go9d position, withjt) about 25Q yards of 
t.he front of the mill, a 12 and 6-pounder, also 
..a 5~ inch howit~er. An incessant cannonade 
was now kept up from the artillery, and re
turned by the musketry of the besieged. The 
firing· from the howitzer, was, however, pre
sently discontinued, chi •rly on account of the 
thiclmess of the wood.* Soon after the attack 
had com01enced, a message ti·om major Handcocl~, 
brought to the block-house, from Isle aux Noix, 
the two flank companies of the 13th, commanded 
by captains Ellard and Holgate. The sudden 
rise of water, occasio ted by the melting of the 
snow, had compelled th£> men to wade nearly 
up to their wais:t~> in mud and water. Major 
Handcock, not being ~pprized of the wholE' 
amount of the force opposed to him, ordered 
these two companies to charge the enemy's guns. 
This was instantly done, in the most resolute 
manner; but the overpowering numbers of the 
.enemy, and the destruction caused by the flanl~· 
ing fire of his infantry and riflemen stationed iu 
the woods, rendered the effol"ts of the gallaJlt 
fellows unavailing, and they retired across tbe 
river to theit· block-house. About this tim~ 
captain Cartwright's company of the Canadian 
fencibles, and the company of \'Oltigeurs, eluded 
the eneq1y, and came down from Burtonville, 

* Wilkinson's Mcm. Vol. III. p. 322. 
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through the woods bordering on the river. The 
grenadiers of the Canadian fencibles were now 
joined 'to the remnant of the two 13th flank
companies, and a second charge was ordered to 
be made upon the guns. Captain Ellard, of tho 
13th, having been severely wounded in the first, 
captain Blake volunteered to head the grenadiers 
in the second charge. This charge was made and 
persisted in, with even more gallantry and reso
lution than the first. The men advanced within 
a very few yards of the guns; which, in conse
quence of the vigorous assaults made upon them, 
were abandoned by the artillerymen, and only 
1•escued from capture by the repeated volleys of 
the American infantry. 

The Americans were, in a manner, astounded 
at the valor of thei•· opponents on this occasion. 
Lieutenant-colonel M'Pherson, who commanded 
the American artillery before the mill, deposed, 
at general Wilkinson's court-martial, as follows: 
"The ground was disputed inch by inch, in 
our advance to the mill; and the conduct of the 
enemy, that day, was distinguished by desperate 
bravery. As an instance, one company made 
a charge on our artillery, and, at the same 
instant, received its fi1·e, and that of two bri .. 
gades of infantry.''* Lieutenant-colonel Totten, 
of the American engineers, present in the same 
action, also deposes thus:-" Judging from the 

• Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. III. p. 3~8. 
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force of the enemy's charges, it was certainly 
prudent that a large force should be in the 
neighbourhood of the artillery, and nothing else 
saved them."~ Brigadier-general Bissell, on 
the same occasion, says: '' There were two 
desperate sorties made, in which the artiJlery 
was left without a man ; tbe piece was regained 
by the infantry, and the enemy repulsed: men 
we1·e supplied from my brigade to work the 

gun."t 
Any further attempt at the guns would have 

be~n a waste of lives; and therefore major 
Handcock and his men now acted solely on the 
defensive. The American artillery still conti
nued the cannonade. SeYeral shots struck the 
mill, and a 12-pounder passed through the wall 
near the chimney, where it was weakest. One 
man of the 13th was killed by a grape-shot, that 
entered the aperture between the logs in the 
windows. During the action, captain Pring's 
sloops, and two or three gun-boats, arrived at 
the mouth of the creek; which was as near as the 
ice. had the ri\'er been otherwise navio·able, . 0 

would have permitted them to approach. Yet 
general Wilkinson, by way of augmenting the 
force he had to contend with, has, in his diagrafll 
of the action, actually placed two gun-boats on ' 
tbe river La Colle, directly at the back of tbe 
Ulill; when lie ought to have known that, "'ere 

* Wilkinson's Mcm. Vol. HI. p. 238. t 1 bid. p. 245. 
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there no ice at all, the river was not navigable 
even for canoes.,. Lieutenant-colonel William · 
was quite misinformed, as to any destruction 
caused to the enemy by the fire of the gun-boats.t 
Not an American officer present in the ac
tion, who was examined at general Wilkinson's 
court-martial, states any thing of the kind. On 
the contrary, lieutenant-colonel Totten swears 
positively, that " the enemy fired no artillery, 
except from their gun-boats, which opened a 
useless fil·e, 50 or 100 feet above our heads ;"i 
t-he natural consequence, not only of the dis
tance, but of the thick intervening woods. 

The spirited and long-continued fire kept up 
by the British had exhausted their ammunition; 
and two privates, who had been despatched to 
Isle aux Noix for a fresh supply, were captured 
by an American piquet. A third private, belong
ing to the marines, succeeded in 1·eaching the 
island. By this time the American artillery had 
been cannonading the mill, without the slightest 
apparent effect, for about two hours and a half; 
and now ceased altogether. The cessation of 
fh·ing on the part of the besieged occasioned the 
American troops to advance nearer to the mill; 
but no attempt was made to carry even the 
block-house. Just at dusk the American troops 

• Bouchette's Top. Desc. of Lower Canada, P• 179. 
+Appendix, No. 17. 

t Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. lll. p. 235. 
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retired from the field ; and retraced theit· steps 
out of the province, to the great joy of the inha• 
bitants of Odell-town, whom they had pillage<! 
unmercifully. They had been slightly annoyed 
at the first of theit· retreat, by a small party of 
Indians. It was natural for major Handcock to 
consider this I"etreat of so numerous a force as 
merely a feint, to draw him away from the mill. 
He therefore remained at his post during the 
night; in the course of which two IS-pound 
carronades had been brought up from the gun
boats, and posted at the block-house ; but, as 
there was now no enemy to be seen, they were 
not used. 

The British loss, in this brilliant affair, could 
not be otherwise than severe. It amounted, 
altogether, to 11 rank and file killed; one cap
tain , one subaltern, one se1jcant, 43 rauk aud 
file, wounded; and four rank and file missing; 
exclusive of one Indiau killed,and one wounded,* 
jn the skirmishing, on the enemy's retreat; total 
64. The American los before La Colle mill, 
amounted to 13 killed, 128 wounded, and 13' 

missing :t total1:3 l. Among the wounded were 
lieutenant-colonrl M 'Pherson, lieutenants Lar
rabee, Green, and Parker, of the artillery. , 'o 

destructive, indeed, was the fil'e from the mill 
upon the men at the guns, that out of 18 me11 

¥.~ App. No. 18. 

;. f>uruick.' s Ilist. anrl Pol. Uc~is ter, p. 266. 
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~tationed at tha 12-pouuder, only two remained; 
to work it. 

The readet· is, no doubt, anxious to see hoW' 
the American editors. have handled a subject> 
which, undoubtedly, gives the finest scope to 
their well-known talents. Mr. Thomson, after 
stating that the enemy " was condensing a fo1·ce
of 2500 men at La Colle mill;" that general 
Wilkinson determined on attacking,and" forced 
back a part of the enemy" in his approach to it, 
says: " He then resumed his march to La Colle 
mill, a large and lofty fortified stone-bouse, 
measuring GO feet by 40, and, at that time, in. 
command of mHjot· Hancock, and a strong corpi 
of British regulars,-" 'iF or 180 rank and file. 
After having nearly committed himself, by 
enumerating nine regiments as composing the· 
American infantry, Mr. Thomson xecovers him
s.elf thus: " All these regiments were mere ske
letons consolidated.""'' Nor does he any where 
divulge the actual force of general Wilkinson's 
army; although, in the published proceedings.• 
of that otlicer's t1·ial, lieutenant-colonel Totten 
refers to " the statement made to the council of 
war," t fot· the " ~fj'ative force at La Colle."+ 
Consequently, the ·whole force J.Jresent must ha\·e 
exceeded " 39gg combatants.'·t Doctor Smith 
gives no numbers on either side; and makes his. 

• Sketches of the War, p. 257. 

t Wilkinson's 1\Icm. Vol. III. p. 2.34. 
t App. No. 1. 
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account as brief, as if he were writing a chro· 
nological table instead of a ''History." Mr. 
O'Connor it is, to whom genera-l Wilkinson 
owes such obligations. We must give his account 
nearly at length : 

" The issue of this expedition," says Mr. 
O'Conn01·, " was unfortunate, although in its 
progress, it did honor to the Americans engaged. 
The enemy claimed a victory, only because he 
was not vanquished ; and pretended to gather 
laurels, while circumstances concurred to render 
it nearly impossible to attack or drive him ft·om 
his cowardly strong holds. General Wilkinson, 
at the head of his division, marched from Cham
plain, with the intention of reducing the enemy's 
fortress at the river La Colle. About 11 o'clock 
he fell in with the enemy at Odell-town, three 
miJes from La Co1le, and six • from St. John's. 
An attack was commenced by the enemy on the 
advance of the army under colonel Clerk and 
major Forsyth. Colonel Bissel came up with 
spirit, and the enemy was forced to retire with 
loss. General Wilkinson took part in this 
action, and bravely advanced into the most 
dangerous position, declining frequently the 
advice of his officers, to retire from imminent 
danger. The enemy having used his Congreve 
rockets, without producing any effect, retired 
to La Colle, whither he was pursued. At thi11 

* It ought to be 2G 
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place an action was expected ; but the enemy, 
whose force when increased by a reinforcement 
from the Isle aux Noix, amounted to at least 
2500 men, mostly regulars, declined meeting the 
American force, although much infea·ior in 
numbers and means of warfare.''-" Several 
sorties were made by the enemy, but they were 
resisted with bravery and success."-" The 
conduct of every individual attached to the 
American command, was marked by that pa
triotism and prowess, which has so often con
quered the boasted discipline, long experience, 
and military tactics of an enemy, who dared not 
to expose his' invincibles' to the disgrace of being 
defeated by a less numerous foa·ce of Yankee 
woodsmen." • 

That geneml Wilkinson himself does not con
~ider that Mr. O'Connot· has, by hi -; J'emarks, 
conferred any additional ridicule upon the busi

ness of La Colle mill, we gather, not only from 
the general's official account,t but from his 
efforts, long subsequently, though vainly made, 
to save his character from reproach. The. 
glaa·ing impt·acticabilily of cramming " 2.300 

men" in a building " 60 feet by 40," as well 
as the positive testimony of one of his own 
officers, that " 400 men'' only " could act with 

<~~ History of the War. p. 219. 

t Not published in thii work , but thi. 11ubstance full y giYea 
i& t.be IQtt quotation. 
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effect within the mill,"* induced the gen.eral, 
in his addt·ess to the court-martial, to state that 
the building was " defended by a garrison 
of,"-not" 1800 regulars, and 500 militia,-" t 
but "600 veteran troops."+ When, however, 
Jieutenant-colonel l\'1.' Pherson, in answer to a 
question from the court, gave it as l1is opinion, 
" tltat the army should have attempted to 
force a passage into the mill, and employed 
the bayonet at every sacrifice; or have renewed 
the, attack with heavier ordnance, at daylight 
the next morning,"§ general Wilkinson, in :t 

note, adds: '' To take such a post, with small· 
arms, has often been attempted, but never sue· 
ceeded, from the time of Xenophon, who failed 
in such an attempt, down to the present day.'' 
" Xenophon himself," says the general " was 
baffled in an attempt against a castle, in the 

plain of Caycus, and also in his attack of the 
metropolis of the DrJ laos, and, in times modern 
as well as ancient, we have abundant exampleS 
of the failure of military enterpris'es, by the 
most distinguished <.hief...,."\1 General Jan1es 
\Vilkinson, of the United States' army, then haS 
the effrontery to compare his disgraceful disco01' 
fiture before this Canadian grist-rni11, with what 
occurred to--" lord ·wellington at llurgos; 

*Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. III. p. 328. t App. No. 11• 

t Ibid. p. 454. ~ Ibid. 3'l! 9. ~ Ibid. 455. 



. eral, 
that 

rison 

L-''t 
·ever, 
to a 

nion, 
d to 

loyed 
ewed 
light 
in rt 

mall· 
sue• 

ailed 
day. 

,, 

'was 
n the 

()f the 
odertl 
mpleS 

[

y tbll 

James 
n haS 

iscotrl' 
,, .. b£lt 

urgos, 

No. 11· 

GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 95. 

Bonaparte at St. Jean d' Acre, and general Gra .. 
barn at Antwerp." • * * * * *' 

Presuming that the reader is as sick of this 
Bobadil general as we are ourselves, we shall 
hasten to place him within that sphere of obscu
rity, for which l1is talents have best fitted him. 
After havinO' with "4000 combatants,"-men o• . 

wl10 were " to return victorious, or not at all," 
and who, against " double force," were not to 
'' give gt·ound,"-been completely repulsed by 
3'!0 British, 180 of whom had stationed them
selves in a strong stone building, and the re

mainder in a wooden block-house, general \.Yil
kinson counter-marched his troops of '' hardi
hood and resolution," not only to Champlain, 
but, for fear the men of the mill should travel 
atfter him,-30 miles further, to Plattsburg; and 
that, while the roads, owing to the prevailing 
thaw, were in the worst possible condition. 
How he could console himself, \-l'e know not; 
unless it was by saying, with his brother knight
errant of old, aftet· his equally unsuccessful 
return from attacking a " fortress," of the same 
use, and (in part';.~) denomination, too, as La 
Co1le grist-mlll,-

" Prithee, hold thy peace, ft·iend Sancho; the 
affairs of war are, more than any thing, subject 
to change." 

Soon after this incursion into Lower Canada 
' * 1Vincl for water'. 
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a strong British force assembled at Isle aux Noix 
and St. John's. This very naturaJly alarmed 
commodore Macdonough, at Verg·ennes, Ver~ 

mont; where he was superintending the con· 
struction of a large ship and brig, destined for 
Lake Champlain. Vergennes stands upon Otter 
creek ; about eight miles from its mouth, or 
junction with the Jake; and, considering the 
importance of the object, it required no extra· 
ordinary )Jenetration to conclude that a cout· 
petent British force would, the instant the 
Richelieu was free from ice, embark on board 
captain Pring's flotilla, now augmented by a 
new 16-gun brig and some gallies, and proceed 
to Otter creek; there disembark, and march up 
to destroy the naval depot and the ships at 
Vergennes. To defeat this coujectural plan, lf 

battery of seven guns was erected on a com· 
manding position at the mouth of the creek ; 
a suitable detachment of regular artillery, sent 
from genet·al Izard's division at Burlington; a 
reserve of 500 infantry, ordet·ed up from Platts· 
burg; and at·rangements made with the governot' 
of Vermont, for assemhJing the militi<t, tl1e 
instant the first cannon should be lired. 

About the middle of April commodore Mac· 
donough succeeded in launching his vessels; but 
being unprovided with a sufficieucy of guns ancl 
stores, was too prudent to venture on the jake· 

On the 9th of May the breaking· up of the ice 
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enabled captain Pring, with his flotil1a, on board 
of which was a detachment of marines, to com
mence ascending the Richelieu. Contrary winds 
prevented the vessels from reaching the lake till 
the 13th. No sooner, however, did the British 
shew themselves off :Burlington, than the inha
tants, fearing an immediate descent, began 
leaving the town, with their property. On the 
same evening, a bomb-vessel and eight gallies 
of the flotilla arrived, and took a station, off 
Otter creek; al1d,' on the next morning, the 
bomb-vessel commenced a cannonade upon the 
battery; and .continued it for about two hours, 
without doing any othet injury, it appears, than 
dismounting one of the guns, and wounding two 
men. The state of preparation in which the 
enemy was, and the want of troops wherewith 
to attack him on shore, compelled the Yesse]s to 
withdraw, and finally, to 1·eturn to Isle aux 
Noix. 

A most important object was here overlooked 
by the commander-in-chief. A corps of 8 or 900 
men, so easily to have been spared, would have 
saved the 1ivesofDownie,and his brave comrades, 
in the September following; and have averted 
all those attendant circumstances, still so pain
ful to reflect upon.* When we had scarcely a 
Y~ssel on the lake, an Everard sailed triumphant 

* James's .Naval Occurrences, p. 404- 25. 
.YOL, II. H 
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o"er it, and a .Murray landed at all the towns 
uvon its shores, undismayed, and unopposed, by 
the fourfold American force assembled in the 
neighbourhood.* Here was a reverse !-And yet 
no blame rested with captain Pring, nor with 
the officers commanding posts at which the 
British troops were stationed ; aud from which 
they ought to have been supplied. 

The active operations going on upon Lake 
Ontario now claim our attention. Although, 
about the middle of January, not above 800 
troops were at Sackett's Harbor, the reasonable 
supposition that, with the hourly increasing force 
of the British, the latter would make some 
attempt to destroy in the bud the immense 
naval armament there fitting out, to main· 
tain, during the ensuing summer, the ascen
dancy on the lake, had, by the end of March, 
brought to the post 5500 troops, including 
1500 to be employed as marines on board 
commodore Chauncey's squadron. The oppor· 
tunity of destroying this important depot a 
second time lost, sir George Prevost, early iu 
May, was induced to consent tea propositioJ1 

made by sir Gordon Drummond and sir James 
Lucas Yeo, to employ the new ships that had 
been so rapidly equipped, in a combined attac~ 
upon the fort and town of Oswego; ~t which 

• Sec Vol. I. p. ~12. 
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place it was supposed, that a large quantity of 
naval stores for the new ships at Sackett's Har
bor had been deposited. 

Oswego is situate on the river of the same 
name, near its confluence with Lake Ontario; 
and is distant from Sackett's Harbor about 60 

miles. At the mouth of the 1·iver there is a safe 
harbor, with two fathoms water; the channel 
to which is completely commanded by a well
built fort, although not in the best repair, stand
ing·, along with the state-warehouses, barracks, 
and a few houses, upon the eastern shore of the 
river; having its front to""' ards the lake. The 
fort is a three-sided fig·ure, with bastions and 
ramparts ; and contains, within its ditches, up
wards of three acres of ground. The site is ele
vated about 50 feet abo,'e the level of the lake; 
thus rendering the position a very formidable 
one. On the western bank of the river stands 
the town, consisting of about 30 houses. This 
1·ivet· affords the on]y water-communication be
tween New York and Sackett"s Harbor. Tlfe 
course is up the Hudson and Mohawk rivers ; 
then across a short pm·tage, to a small stream 
leading· into Lake-Oneida; thence down the 
Os"Vvego into (subject to a slight interruption by 
the< >nondaga falls, distant about 13 miles from) 
Lake-Ontario. This readily accounts for the 
accumulation of nayal 8tores in the warehouses 

H2 
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of Oswego; and gives to that post an importance 
which it would not otherwise possess. 

On the evening of the 3d of May, a detach
ment of troops, consisting of six companies of 
De Watteville's regiment, including two newly· 
raised flank-companies,~ the light company of 
the Glengarry's, the whole of the second batta· 
lion of marines, a detachment of artillery, with 
two field-pieces ; also smaJl detachments of 
rocketeers, and sappers and miners: numbering, 
altogether, 1080 rank and file, embarked in the 
vessels of sir James Yeo's fleet, lying at Kingston. 
Early on the foJiowing morning lieutenant· 
general Drummond went on board the Prince 
Regent, as commander of the troops. The fleet 
immediately stood out of the harbor; but, on 
account of light and variable winds, did not 
aHive off Oswego till noon on the foJlowing 

day.t 
Either suspicion, or direct information, of tht> 

attack had led to preparations on the }Jart of 
the Americans. Since the 30th of April lieu· 
tenant-colonel Mitchell had arrived from Sack 
ett's Harbor, with 300 heavy and light artillery, 
and several engineer and artillery officers. The 
batteries were repaired and fresh picketed, aod 
new platforms laid for the guns; which were 
four in number, 24, 12, and 6-pounders; besides 

* See Vol. I. p. '1151. + App. No. 20, 21, and 2~· 
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a 12-pounder, planted en bm·bette close to the 
lake-shore. The United States' schooi'ler Grow
ler, of three guns, lieutenant Pierce, was Jying 
in the harbor, preparing, under the superin
tendance of captain Woolsey, to conduct to 
Sackett's Harbor a division of batteaux, ladeQ 
with stores. Arrangements had, also, been 
made for assembling the militia of the dis
trict, and no sooner did the fleet shew itself, 
at six o'clock on the morning of the 5th, than 
alarm-guns were fired; which soon brought to 
the post upwards of 200 militia: thus making 
a total force of, at least, 540 men. By way, 
also, of making this force appear treble what 
it was, in the hope, thereby, to daunt the 
British, and prevent them from attempting to 
land, the Americans pitched all thei1· tents upon 
the opposite, or town-side of the 1·i ve1·, whil~ 
they themselves remained in their barracks. 

The exact force in guns, men, and size, ~f 
every ship in the rival fleets upon this lake, 
not only at the attack on Oiwego, but at several 
other impo1·tant periods, during the continuanc~ 
of hostilities, will be found cleady exhibited in 
our naval volume.*" At three o'clock in the 
afternoon, the ships lay-to, within long range 
of the shore; and the gun-boats, II in number, 
Were sent in, under the orders of captain Collier, 
to induce the enemy to shew the number and 
position of his guns. At four, by which time 

* James's Naval Occurrences, p. 394-401. 
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the gun-boats had got within point-blank range, 
the Americans opened their fire; and a mutual 
cannonade was l.:ept up till about half-past five, 
when captain Collier, having effected his object, 
stood back to the fleet. Preparations were noW 
made for disembarking the troops on that even
ing ; but, about sunset, a heavy gale from the 
north-west compelled the ships to gain an offing; 
in which effort, four of the boats, their crews 
being first taken out, · were obliged to be cut 
adrift. As soon as the weather moderated, the 
fleet cast anchor, about 10 miles to the north· 

ward of the fort. 
The direction and violence of the wind occa· 

sioned one of the four boats to chift on shore· 
This circumstance, added to the afternoon's 
(..annonade, and the retiring of the British gull' 
boats, became a fruitful subject in the bauds of 
American historians. They all concur in de• 
claring, that the British, on the afternoon of the 
5th, were most gallantly repulsed; and olle 
(Mr. O'Connor says, " some") of their bo~ts 
captured. Nor did the gun-boats only caJJ' 
nonade the fort: the " enemy's principal shiP' 
and the otherfrigatesand sma1Jer vessels," opened 
a heavy fire upon it; and '' 16 larO'e boat! 

0 ' 
crowded with troops," approached the ~hare· 
It is fortunate, that we have to oppose to all 
this the statements contained in an " extract 
from a letter of a Uniled States' officer," (wb0 

Sketches of the War, P• 262, and }list. of the War, p. ~10. 
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was in the action,) ''dated Oswego-falls, May 7;" 
which was published in all the principal Ame
rican newspapers of the day. This officer wit
nessed the cutting adrift of the boats, aud 
assigned for it the true cause. 

On the morning of the 6th, the ships having 
returned, and every thing being ready, the two 
flank-companies of De Watteville's 1·egiment, 
under captain De Bersey, the light company of 
the Glengarry's, under captain M'Millan, the 
battalion of marines, under lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm, and 200 seamen, armed with pikes, 
under captain Mulcaster; the whole under the 
immediate command of lieutenant-colonel 
Fischer, of De Watteville's; and amounting to 
about 770 rank and file, embarked in the boats: 
leaving the four 1·emaining companies of De 
Watteville's, and the detachments of artillery, 
rocketeers, and sappers and miners, as a corps 
of reserve. 

Owing to the shoalness of the water off the 
harbor, the two largest ships could not approach 
near enough, to cannonade the battery with any 
effect. This service was most gallantly per
formed by the Montreal and Niagara, unde1· a 
heavy discharge of red-hot shot, which set the 
former on fire three times. The Magnet took 
her station in front of the town, on the opposit€ 
side of the river; while the Star and Charwell 
towed in, and covered, the boats, containing the 
troops. The wind was at this time nearly a-bead; 
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and the consequent tardines;s in the approach 
of the boats exposed the men to a heavy and 
destmctive fire from the enemy's batteries, and 
from upwards of 600 regulars and militia, drawn 
up on the brow of the hill. The British, never· 
the1ess, effected their lauding, and instantly 
formed on the beach. Having to ascend a steep 
and long hill, the troops suffered extremely fro1J1 
the enemy's fire; no sooner, however, had they 
reached the summit, than the 300 American regu· 
Iars retired to the rear of the fort, and the 200 

American militia fled, helter-skelter, into the 
woods. ln ten minutes from the time that the 
British had gained the height, the fort was in out 
}>Ossession. Lieutenant James Laurie, of the ma
rines, was the first man who entered it; and lieu· 
tenantHewett,ofthe samecorps,climbed the flag· 
staff, under a heavy fire, and struck the Americall 
colours, which had been nailed to the mast; 
more, as it would seem, to give t1·ouble to tht 
Britis,h, than to evince a determination, on the 

part of the Americans, of defending the posl 
with any unusual obstinacy. 

The British loss in the affair of Oswego ll'lli 

rather severe. lt amounted to one captaill' 
(captain Iloltoway ,) and 14 non-commissioneD 
officers and privates, of the royal marines al1° 

De Watteville's regiment, and three sean1eJ1, 
kilJed; one captain, and one subaltern, (sinC1 

• t 
dead,) of De Wattev1lle's; two captains, oil 

lieutenant, and one master of the navy, 5Jn011' 
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commissioned officers and privates, of the royal 
marines and De V\'atteville's, and seven seamen, 
wounded; total, 18 killed, and 64 wounded. All 
three of our American editors, one copying from 
the other, have declared the British loss to have 
been, " in killed, 70; in wounded, drowned, 
and missing, 165; in all, 235."-'IF Their own loss 
the Americans state, at a lieutenant and five 
men killed, 38 wounded, and 25 missing. "\\r e 
captured 60 prisoners. Admitting this number 
to include the wounded, it is no proof that 
the American commander retired quite so 
leizurely, or in so'' good order,'' as the American 
writers would ha:ve us believe. 

The Americans have pursued their usual 
exaggerating system, as respects the relative 
numbers in the attack upon Fort-Oswego. 
General Brown declares that the British force, 
"by land and water, exceeded3000 ;"t but he is 
not explicit enough to tell us, what portion of this 
force came on shore and captured the fort. This 
we gain from other sources. Mr. Thomson says 
we landed 1700 ;* Mr. O'Connor, 2000, t and 
doctor Smith, "between 2 and 3000"§ men; 
but the American officer, who w1·ites from 
Oswego, states the number that landed, at 1200; 
which is but a moderate increase upon 770. In 
estimating their O\Vn force at Oswego, the 

*Sketches of the War, p. 263. + App. No. '24. 
:j: History of the War, p. 2'W. 

~ History of the United States, Vol. III. p. 308. 
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American writers, not excepting general Brown 
himself, pursue quite an opposite course. 'rith 
us, every man within sight or hearing of the 
place is to be estimated: with them, it is only 
, uch as were bold enough to fight. Therefore, 
because the American militia thought best to 
nm, without firin g a !>hot, they are not to be 
reckoned as pa1·t of the numerical force, whose 
duty it was to oppose the landing of the British. 
The behaviour of the militia is well explained in 
the American officer's letter:-" The militia, at 
this time," says he, , , thought uest to leave us: 
I do not think they fired a gun." Conside1·ing 
tl1e commanding position of the batteries, the 
length of time during which, owing to the shoal
lless of the water and state of tbe wind, t-he 
troops a-float were exposed to hot and cold 
.hot and musket-bullets, and, after they did 
effect a landing, the difficulty of ascending 
the hill, under the tire from the cannon, and 
from a body of troops, well-posted upon its 
summit, it would not have been extraordi
tmry, if 500 men had succeeded in keeping off 
an enemy "for nearly two days," >~~' instead of 
scarcely as many hours ; nor would general 
Brown's ''General Order," jn which he thought 
tit to boast, that the Americans at Oswego had 
" established for themselves a name in arms, 
worthy of the gallant nation in whose cause 

* App. No. 2-1. 
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they fight," have had quite so much the air of 
a lampoon. 

Although the chief part of the .stores, for the 
capture of which the expedition had been under
taken, was removed to Onondago falls, abou t 
13 miles from Oswego, a considerable quantity 
still remained. Among the captured 01·dnance 
and orduance stores, were three long 32, and 
four long 24-pounders, besides guns of smaller 
caliber; and several 42 and 32-pounder round, 
g rape, and canistet· shots. ~V e also captured, 
and carried away, upwards of 1000 (one official 
account says 2400*) barrels of provisions, t 70 

coils of rope and cordage, a quantity of blocks, 
two or three schooners, and several boats. Among 
the property destroyed by us were, eight barreh. 
of gun-powder, all the shot of small caliber, the 
platform and works at the fort; also the barracks, 
both there and in the town. We have no very 
accurate account of what the Americans them
seh·es destroyed. They mention having scut
tled and sunk the Growler, United States' 
schoonet·, with three long 32-pounders, and a 
quantity of ordnance-stores, on board. The 
federal, or opposition papers of the day, com
plained much against the govemment, for con 
cealing the amount of the loss sustained at. 
Oswego. How trifling that loss was made, is 
clearly shewn, by the statements of our three 

* App. No. 'l2. t App. No. 23. 
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historians upon the subject. Mr. Thomson 
says : " The enemy took possession of the fort 
and barracks, but for the little booty which he 
obtained, consisting of a few barrels of provi
sions and whiskey, he paid much more than au 
equivalent."'Jii Doctor Smith declares, that we 
captured nothing but " a naked fort." t Mr. 
O'Connor, however, is candid enough to admit, 
that " eight pieces of cannon, and some store:;, 
worth about 100 dolJars, fe.ll into the enemy's 
bands.'' :t: On the other hand, an American 
writer from Onondago, values the public pro
perty, destroyed or taken away by the British, 
at " about 40000 dollars." lt was hig·hly ere .. 
ditable to the troops, marines, and seamen, that, 
although the loading of the prizes with the ord
nance and other captured property, necessarily 
detained them in the town for one whole night, 
not a murmur of complaint, that we can find, 
has been uttered against them. Every thing 
being accomplished by iour o'clock on the morn
ing of the 7th, the ships and other vessels got 
under weigh, and departed from Oswego. 

A serious business, in which a party of British 
officers and seamen, on the 30th of May, 
impelled by their usual gallantry, pursued a 
flotilla of American boats, up a narrow creek, 

• Sketches of the War, p. 26 3. 

t History of the United States, Vol. II J. p. 3'08. 
t History of the War, p. 221. 
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till they got ambushed and outnumbered, and 
were, at last, compelled, after sustaining a heavy 
loss in killed and wounded, to surrender, will 
be found detailed in our naval volume.* 

An occurrence on the shores of Lake-Erie now 
requires our notice. Long-Point in the district of 
London is notoriously one of the most fertile spots 
in Upper Canada. The ample supply of wheat 
and other bread-corn which it afforded during 
the war, rendered the preservation of its re
souJ.·ces by one party, and their destruction by 
the other, a matter of equal importance. On 
another account, also, was Long-Point a post 
that ought to be guarded. It was only a day's 
march thence to Bur ington, the grand depot of 
the British army upon the Niagara line ; and the 
enemy's entire command of Lake-Erie gave him 
the facility of bringing troops towards, and land
ing them upon, the Canadian shore, unseen and 
unopposed. Lieutenant-general Drummond, 
therefore, did right in detaching to the village of 
Dover on Long-Point, ea1·ly in March, a troop 
of the 19th light dragoons, under major Lisle. 
There being no barracks or public building,·s at 
the place, .-najor Lisle and his men took posses
sion of some private buildings, and, among 
them, of the dwelling-house, saw-mill, and d1s
tillery, of Robert Nichol, esquire, a lieutenant
cQlonel and quarter-master-general of the Cana-

* James's Nav. Occur. p. 398. 
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dian militia, and then absent from home on 

service."* 
The British capture of Buffaloe and Black 

Rock, and the dreacled attack upon Erie, where 
the fleet lay, had occasioned, since early in the 
year, the assemblage of a force of regulars at the 
latter place. Aware of the small detachment 
. tationed at Long-Point, colonel Campbe11, of 
thel9th United States' infantry,with 500 troops,t 
landed there from Erie, on tile 15th of May. 
The dragoons and the few militia that happened 
to be at Do,·er, retired ; and the Ame1·icans in· 
stantly '' destroyed the flour-mills, distilleries. 
and all the houses occupied by the soldiers, as 
well as many others belonging to the peaceable 
inhabitants of the vi11age."t Mr. Thomsoll 
proceeds in his account thus: '' A squadron of 
British dragoons, stationed at that place, fled 
at the approach of colonel Campbell's detach· 
ment; and abandoned the women and children, 
who experienced humane treatment from the 
Americans. Colonel Campbell undertook the 
expedition without orders; and, as his conduct 
was generally reprobated, a court of inq uirJ' 
was instituted, to examine into his proceedings, 
of which general Scott was pre~ident. Thi~ 
court declared, that the destruction of the mills 

* And who proved himsrlf, during the whole of the war, aP 

active, intelligent, and highly useful officer. 

+ Sketches of the War, p. 268. 
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and distilleries was according to the usages of 
war, but that, in burning the houses of the inha
bitants, colonel Campbell had greatly erred. 
This error they attributed to the recollection of 
the scenes of the Raisin and the Miami, in the 
western territories, to the army of which colonel 
Campbell was at that (me attached, and of 
the recent de\'astation of the Niagara frontier."* 

Admitting the destruction of the buildings 
which had been occupied by the dragoons, to 
ltave been a sanctioned military measut·e, was it 
only an" error" in the American commander, to 
hare burnt the houses " belonging to the peace
able inhabitants of the Yillage"? The court did 
not lessen its dignity in allowing itself to be 
swayed by the fabricated stuff in eYet·y news
paper " known to Le friendly to the war ;" 
nor in forgetting what it was that had caui;ed 
" the recent devastation on the Niagara fron
tier,'' so painful to the sensitive " •·ecollection" 
of the American colonel? The date of this in
dulg·ent court of inquit·y does not appeat·; but, 
referring to the public letter, in which Mr. 
1\llunroe, at a day long subsequent, reminds us, 
tltat colonel Campbell's " conduct was subjected 
to a military tribunal," ""e can readily conceive, 
that the court sat for no other purpose than to 
excuse him, and to exculpate tlie American go
Yel'tnnent, for the commission of an act, whiclt, 

~Sketches of the War, p. 268. 
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as Mr. Thomson says, was so " generally reprO"' 
bated." This editor is not satisfied with having, 
as he supposes, freed colonel Campbell frorn 
hlame: in order to enable him to expatiate upon 
that sickening subject, American humanity, be 
must reproach us. To high-minded Americans 
it could not fail to appear as a very dastardly act, 
for 70 or 80 dragoons to retreat before 500 in fan· 
try. The Bt·itish having, however," abandoned 
the women and children," we shall now preseut 
a specimen of the " humane treatment," which 
the latter ''experienced from the Americans.'' 
Not only did colonel Campbell, and his 500 re· 
gulars, lay waste as much of the surrounding 
country as came within their reach, and pilfer 
and carry off as much private property as was 
easily portable, but they set fire to the who]e 
of the little viJlage of Dover, comprizing the 
following 46 buildings: one saw-mill, one tan
house, three distilleries, six stores, 13 barns, 
three grist-mills, and 19 dwelling-houses; thtJS 

utterly ruining 25 " peaceable" families. yet 
was all this no more than an " error" on the 
part of the American commander by whose 
orders it had been pe·rpetrated. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Se1·ious p1·epatations for the fiftlt invasion of the 
Canadas-Ame,·icanforce on the Niagam fron
tier-· Britislt force in the same neighbou.rltood

Disembadcation of maJo1·-geneml B1·own's aTmy 
-Capture of Fm·t-Erie, togetl1e1· with its 
small gan·ism!-Britislt force at Chippeway 
-Advance of the American army-Battle of 
Chippeu:ay, or St1·eet's creelc-Ret1·.eat of majOJ·
general Riall-Retum of tlte Americans to their 
camp-Push movement against the British at 
Chippeway-Fzt1'the1· 1·etreat of the latter to 
Fort-George-Advance of the Ame1·icans to 
Queenstown-Spirited beltaviottr of a B1·itish 
palroliing party-General Brown's plans deve
loped-General Riall's deparlU1·e from Fort
George to the Twenty, and Fifteen-mile, creelcs
American reconnaissance before Fort-George 
-Wanton conjlagralion of the village of 
St. David-Investment of Fort-George-Re
treat of the Americans to Queenstown-De
struction of their baggage, and further 1·etreat to 
C!tippeway-Cm·responding advance of maJm·
gene7·al Riatl's light troops-Re-advance of the 
Ame1•icans towm·ds Queenstown- Skirmishing 
between the adverse piqucts-Anival of lieute
uant-general Drummond with a Teinju1·cement
Detachment sent across to Leu:istoum-General 

' 'OL. IJ. 1 
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Drummond's junction with general Riall-: 
Battle of Niagm·a, o1· Lundy's lane-Retreat of 
the Ame1·icans to Chippeway and Street's creek 
-Thei1· dutruction of Street's mills, and of their 
own baggage, camp-equipage and stores-Their 
jurthe1· 1·et1·eat to Fort-E1·ie-Various America11 
accounts of these operations-Their gross mis• 
statements con·ected. 

EARLY in April major-g·eneral Brown, with 3 

strong force in regulars, marched, a second time, 
from Sackett's Harbor to Batavia; and thence 
to Buffaloe, where he fixed his head-quarters. 
Here he 1·emained drilling his troops, and re· 
-ceiving occasional reinforcements, till the middle 
of June; when he received orders, " to carr! 
Fort-Erie, and beat up the enemy's quarters at 
Chippeway; but," adds the American secretarf 
at war, " in case his fleet gets the control of 
Lake Ontario, you are immediately to re-cross 
the strait."* This late commencement of tbe 
(,ampaign arose, no doubt, from the bac'l<· 
wardness of commodore Chauncey to decide the 
ascendancy upon Lake Ontario ; without which 
the objects of the American government cottl0 

be only partially fulfilled. 
It took major-general Brown from the 15th of 

June to the 2u of July, to prepare himself fol 
crossing the Niagara; which, according to tbe 
"General Order" t issued upon the occasion, pe 
• Wilkin&on'a Mem. Vol. I. p. 641. t A pp. No. ~~· 
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was then about to do, with two brigades ofinfan. 
try, a corps of artillery, and a body of volunteers. 
As far as we can gather from the American ac
counts, on~ brigade consisted of the 9th, lith, 
22d, and 23th regiments, under brigadier-gene• 
ral Scott ; the other, of the 17th, 19th, 21st, 
and 23d reo·iments unde1· brio-adier-general 0 , 0 

Ripley; the two united brig·ades numbering 
2:580 rank and file. The corps of artiJlery con
sisted of upwards of 400 men, ha"ing in charge 
eight field-pieces, and one or two howitzers; 
including, among the former, several 18 and 12-

poundt=>rs. Thete was, also, a squadron of 
dragoons, under captain Banis ; which we may 
estimate at 70 men. To this regular force of 
301)0 rank and file, were added from 8 to 1 100 
(say 900) New York, Pennsylvania, and" Cana .. 
dian" (or traitor) "olnnteers; and about 1.50 
Indians : making· a total force of 'UOO rank and 

file. Besides this force, there were, at di fie rent 
posts between Erie and Lewistown, the 1st 
r-egiment of infant•·y, a regular rifle corps, and 
from 2 to 300 volunteet·s, undet· a colonel 
Swift; making an aggregate of, at least, 5000 

men. But even this number does not include the 
militia of the district, who, in case of invasion, 
could assemble to the amount of 2 or 3000; nor 
.3 or 4000 regulars, whom commodore Chauncey, 
H' disposed to be bold, might bring down from 
Sackett's harbor. So that the comm<:lnd of Lake 

J ~ 
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Ontat:io could very speedily augment the Ameri· 
can force upon the Niagara to 10000 men. · 

The British force upon the same frontier was, 
at this time, under the command of major-gene .. 
ral Riall, and consisted of the royal Scots, {lst 
bat.) lOOth, and lO:Jd regiments, a troop of the 
19th light dragoons, and a detachment of artil
lery; numbering, altogether, about 1780 nnk 
and file. But out of this force were garri
soned the forts Erie, George, Mississaga, and 
Niagara; (the latter on the American side of 
the strait;) also the post upon Burlington 
Heights ; comprehending an extent of frontier 
of full 70 miles. 

On the morning of the 3d of July, general 
Brown's army crossed the strait; in two divisions; 
one di,·ision landing about a mile and a half 
belovr, the other about the same distance above, 
l~ort-Erie; agaim;t which the American troops 
immediately marched. Having planted a bat
tery of IS-pounders in a good position in front 
of the fort, and fired, and recei,·ed in return, a 

few shots; by which a loss was sustained, on our 
part, of one man killed, and, on the part of the 
Americans, of four men of the 25th regiment 
wounded, major-general Bl"Own summoned the 
fort to surrender. Fort-Erie was, at this time, 
g·.arrisoned by two companies of tl1e 8th and 
lOOth regiments, and a small detachment of 
artillery, under major Buck, of the 8th; and , 
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iu respect to armament or means of resistance, 
Was, as an American general says, " in a defence
less conditiou."* The fort, consequently, sur
rendered. The prisoners, 170, including officers 
of all ranks, were taken across the river, to be 
marched into the interior of New York; and a 
small detachment of American artillery, under 
lieutenant Macdonough, placed as a garrison 
within the captured fort: in front of which, on 
the lake, were stationed, as a further security, 
three armed schooners, under the orders of lieu .. 
tenant-commandant Kennedy, of the United 
States' navy. 

The British force at Chippeway was under the 
immediate command of lieutenant-colonel Pear
son; and consisted of 230 of the royal Scots, 450 
of the lOOth regiment, a troop of light chagoons, 
and a small detachment of artillery, amounting, 
in alJ, to 760 rank and file; exclusive of300 seden
tary militia, just assembled at the rendezvous, 
and about the same number of Indians. The 
fit·st intelligence of the landing of the invading 
army reached major-general RiaJI at Chippe
way, at about eight o'clock on the same morn
ing ; and he immediately ordered that post 
to be reinforced by five companies of the 
royal Scots; but even then, his inferiority of 
force fot·bad any othet· movement, than for the 
purpose of reconnoitring the enemy's position 

* Wilkinson's M:em. Vol. I. p. ~47. 
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and numbers, This service was gallantly 
performed by lieutenant-colonel Pearson, at the 
head of the flank compauies of the lOOth regi
tnent, and a few militia and indians; and the 
Americans were seen posted on an eminence, 
vear the feJ'l'y at Bertie.* Major-general Hi<lll 
would have commenced the attack on that e,·en
ing, had he been joined by Lh e 8th regiment, 
then hourly expected from York. 

On the morning of the 4th, general Scott's 
brigade, with a company of artillery, advanced, 
by the main road along tl1e margin of the river~ 
towards Chippeway; and ·was soon afterwards 
foLlowed by general Ripley's brigade, and the 
field and park artillery, under major Hindman; 
also by general Porter and his volunteers. t 
On its approach t() Street's creek, the first bri
gade enc;:ountered the British advance, now con· 
{iisting of the light companies of the royal Scots 
and IOOth regimeqts, and a subaltern'il detach
ment of the 19th light dragoons. General Scott 
immediately detached in front captain Towson's 
company of artillery, ( J 00 strong,) with thre~ 
IS-pounders; llnd, at the same time, pirected a 
flank company Qf the 9tl} regimm~t of infantry 
t.o march out ~o the left of the brig~de, 

at"\d crQss the creek above the bridge; so as to 
assail the right of the British advance. The 
'heavy firing of the enemy's IS-pounders, -.a~1c;l 

* Sec Vol. I. p. 5o. t Sketches of the \Var, p. 27.4~ 
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the close approach of his main body, compelled 
Colonel Pearson and his small party, to retreat i 
but "not until thP-y had intrepidly destroyed 
the bridge over which the advancing colqmn 
would be obliged to pass."* Captain Crqoker's 
company of the 9th regiment came suddenly 
upon the detachment of dragoons, under lieu
tenant Horton, while the latter was covering 
colonel Pearson's retreat. A skirmish ensued, 
and the American detachment, which had re
treated to a house, n·ould have certainly been 
captured, but for the arrival of a strong rein- . 
forcement, under captains Hull and Harrison, 
and lieutenant Randolph. Out of this skirmish, 
in which four of the dragoons, and eight of their 
horses, were wounded, Mr. Thomson has woven 
a fine stot·y; concluding it with the declaration 
of one of the American generals, that, " in par
tizan war, he harl witnessed nothing more gal
lant than the conduct of captain Crooker and 
his company-"* The American pioneers having 
1·epaired the bridge, the army crossed ; and, at 
about 11 o'clock on that night, encamped on 
the right hank of Street's creek; the first brigade 
facing the creek and the bridge; the second 
brigade forming the second Jin.e; and the volun
teers, the third. The park of artillery was st~
tioned on the right of the encampment, resting 
on some buildings and an orchard, close to th~ 

• Sketches of the War, p. 271. 
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river Niagara; and the light troops, or riflemen, 
together with the lndi;ms, were posted within 
the same spaoe, on the left, resting on the 
woods. 

The American army, thus encamped, will 
only differ in numbers from that which crossed 
the strait,* in the absence of the small garrison, 
say 50 men, left at Fort-E1 ie, under lieutenant 
Macdonough. Consequently, major-g(·neral 
Brown had, under his immediate command ~1t 

Street's creek, 3000 regulars., (including· 70 dra
goons,) 900 New York, Pennsylvania, and Cana· 
dian volunteers, and 1.50 Indians; total, 4050 

men; along with nine field -pieces and ho"·itzers, 
i.ncluding some 1,2, an(l three J 8-pounders. 

Major-general Riall had stationed himself on 
the left bauk of the Chippeway, distaut about 
1{ miles from the American encampment; and, 
having been joined, on the morning of the 5tl1, 
by 480 mnk and file of the 8th regiment, 
determined to attack the Americans on that 
afternoon. His force now consisted of 1530 

regulars, (!ncluding about 70 dragoons,) 300 

sedentary militia,t and about the same number 
of Indians; total, 2130 men ; along with two 
~~!-pounders, <Jnd a 5f inch howitzer. 

At the appointed hour the British crossed the 
Chippeway, and marched to the att:;1ck; the 
Indians, and a part of the militia, advancing 

• Seep. 116. t Onlr partially armed. 
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tb mugh the woods on the right, which were 
skirted by the remainder of the militia, and by 
the light companies of the royal Scots and lOOth 
r~giments, under lieutenant-colonel Pearson. 
The approach of the Indians being discovered 
lly the Americans, general Porter, with the 
whole of his volunteers and Indians, supported 
by a detachment of 80 men from the secoud 
brigade, under captain \V. Macdonald, was 

ot·dered to advance from the rear, and drive 
them back. About 220 of our Indians, led by 
Nortcm, had kept too much to the right, and wert: 
wholly out of the action. The remaining 80, 

consisting chiefly of \ 1yandots, led by captain 
Ken, on being encountered by general Porte&·'s 
brigade, iell back, first, upon the militia, and then, 
along- with the latter, upon colonel Pearson's 
detachment of regulars. A spirited action now 
ensued; but ~few well-directed volleys from the 
British presently reversed the ot·der of things; 
and genet·al Porter's brigade of volunteers and 
Indians gave way, and'' fled in every directian." 
So said general Brown.* But breneral Pot·ter 
himself says:--" The action of Chippeway, in 
whicl\ the volunteers took so conspicuous a part, 
will ever be remembered, to the honor of the 
American arms. Jt was commenced by 800 
Pennsylvania volunteers and Indian warrior~, 
who met about the same number of British 

* Wilkinson'• Mem. Vol. I. p. 658. 
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militia and Indians, ovet·threw and dro\:e them 
behind the main line of the B1·itish army; 
destroying, at least, 1.50, and annihilating, it 
is believed, this description of the enemyls 
fo•·ce."* 

The reader may ·we11 conceive, what a para
graph can be made out of tl1is modest eulo
gium, by an American editor; and who so 
able as Mr. Thomson ?-Thus, then, says the 
latter:......:..." General Porter met, attacktd, and, 
after a short but severe contest, drove, the ene
my's right before him. His route to Chippeway 
was intercepted by the whole British column, 
arrayed in order of battle; and against this. 
powerful force the volunteers desperately main
tained their ground; until they were over
powered by the superiority of discipline an<l. 
numbers."t Not only does m<tior-general Riall's 
despatch shew, dearly, that M1·. Thomson's 
"whole British column'' consisted of" the light 
troops,":t under colonel Pearson ; but general 
Wilkinson himself is compelled to admit, that 
his friend, general Porter," surprised a body of 
Indians, who appeared to be in consultation, and 
immediately gave way; but, keeping up a brisk 
skirmish, retreated to where they were strongly 
reinforced by the enemy's troops," (called" irre
gulars" in the very next paragraph,) '' who, in 

* Wilkinson's Mern. Vol. I. p. 658. 

t Sketches of the War, p. 277. t A pp. No. ~a, 
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turn, forced Porter to retreat."• In this way do 
We expose a '' general Po1·ter," as completely as, 
We trust, we formerly did a '' commodore" or 
captain, of the same name,t and, it seems likely, 
of the same family too. 

Colonel Pearson, with his light troops, mi
litia, and Indians, pursued general Porter'~ 

brigade of voluut.eers aud Indians, and captain 
Macdonald's 80 regulars ; till the arrival of a 
strong reinforcement from general Ripley's 
brigade, including the whole of the 25th regi
ment, obliged the British advance to fall bach:, 
in its turn. While this skirmishing was going 
o.n upon the right of the British line, major
general Riall had d1·awn up his troops before the 
enemy's position; placing the 8th regiment, and 
the two light 2'1-pounders and howitzer, upon 
the left, and the royal Scots and IOOth regiments, 
directly in front. The enemy had posted h'is 
artillery upon the rightofhisline; which consisted 
of the lst, or general Scott's brigade, and a portion 
of the 2d, or general Ripley's brigade: anothe1· 
portion had been detached in support of the 
3d, or general Porter's brigade of volunteers. 

The royal Scots and lOOth regiments were 
ordered to chal'ge the enemy's .column. The· 
ground over which they had to pass was uneven, 
and covered with long· grass, which greatly 
in1peded their progress. It was not, however, 

* Wi!kln~on's -:\Icm. Vol. I. p. 651. 

t James's Nilv . Occur. p. 305-~Q. 
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till the enemy's musketry, and a flanking tire 
from four pieces of his artillery, had caused a 
serious loss of ki1led and wounded in the ranks 
of these brave regiments, that the attempt ·was 
given up. Any further contest with a force 
so superior in numbers being considered as 
unavailing, the British troops were directed to 
1·etire upon Chippeway. 'l'his they did in t.hc 
most perfect order; bringing; away, among their 
guns, a piece that had been disabled, and 
losing in prisoners none but the wounded. So 
gallantly was the retreat coyered by the 8th regi
ment and colonel Pearson's light detachment, 
that the Americans were deterred from ad\'ant:ing 
with sufficient promptitude, to hinder the British 
from destroying the bridge across the Cbippe
way; on the left bank of wiJich, major-general 
Ria]] again encamped. This the American gene
ral calls being ''closely pressed."• 

The British Joss in the battle of Street's 
creek was very severe. The kilJed amounted 
to three captains, three subalterns, seven ser
jeants, and 135 rank and file; the wounded, to 
three field-officers, (including the commanding 
officers of the royal Scots and 100th regiments,) 
five captains, 18 subalterns, 18 setjeants, and 
277 rank and file; and the missing, to one 
subaltern, one se1jeant, and 44 rank and file ; 
total, 148 killed; 321 wounded; and 46 miss
ing : grand total, (including· 433 of the two 

* ~PP· No. 28. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 125 

before-mentioned regiments,) 515.* The myal 
Scots were now reduced, in effective strength, 
to 275, the 100th, to 245, and general Riall's 
whole force, of regular~, militia, and Indians, 
to under 1520 rank and file. The loss of the ' 
Americans, in the same battle, amounted to two 
setjeants, and 58 rank and file, killed; one 
colonel, three captains, seven subalt~rns, Vl ser
jeants~ and 210 rank and file, wounded; and 
one lieutenant-colonel, one major, one captain, 
(all of militia,) two se1jeants, and 22 rank file, 
missing; total, 60 killed; 235 wounded; and 
27 missing·; g·rand total, 32:2: '* thus Iearing 
general Brown a force of full 3730 men. 

Considering that the tiring between the main 
bodies of the two armies did not continue be
yond an hout· and a half, and that the 8th regi. 
ment, from the nature of its position, partici
pated rery slightly in the engagement, the loss 
on both sides is a proof of the spirit w]tb 
which it was contested. It is rather extn'tot·
dina•·y, that not one of our three historians 
should have thought fit to state numbers on 
either side; yet do they all concur in declaring, 
that the numerical superiority was in our 
favo1·. Mr. O'Connor's account not less for its 
concisene~.;s than its gmss extraragance, is worthy 
of insertion. " The American troops,'' says this 
Writer, " on no occasion behaved with more 
gallantry than on the present. The Bri ti~h 

~ App. N:o. 27. t App. No. 'UJ, 
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regulars suffered defeat from a number of men, 
principally volunteers and militia,- inferior 
in every thing· but courage to the nnquished 
enemy.''*-This is the man whose title-page has 
the words: " Carefully compiled from official 
documents;'' and yet, who pretends to be igno· 
rant, that the" official" returns on his own side, 
particularize fi\'e regiments of regular infantry 
and a corps ofartiller·y, as having suffer·ed a loss 
in the action. Eveu general Wilkinson, so 
cautious in these matters, states tire effective 
strength of general Scott's brigade, alone, at 1100 
regular infantry, t and the force that cro~sed the 
strait under general Brown, at about 3500 men,+ 
including about 2700 regulars. § 

'Ve will readily admit that, in this battle, 
the Amer·icans fought with more bravery and 
determination, than they lrad done since the 
war commenced. 1\o opportunity, however, 
occurred, of employing the uayonet to any 
advantage; and our troops had to resort to mus~ 
ketry; "in which," says general Wilkinson, 
" the American soldier, from habits of early life, 
will ahvays excel." II The general adds: " Com
paring small with great things, here, as at 
Minden, the fate of the day was settled by the 
artillery; and the American Towson may de
servedly be ranked with the British Philips, 

* Hist. ofthc W'ar, p . '.!5-t.· 

+ Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 654. 

tlbid. p. 64~. ~ Ibid. 668. U Ibid. 6~2 
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Drummond, and Foy." • Poor general Wil
\.kinson's comparisons are the most amusing part 
of his book. Without elevating" the American 
Towson" to quite so lofty a station, we ntay 
observe, that the Americans deserve great credit 
for the attention they pay to their artillery i 
which is, in general, fully as well served as our 
own, and, excepting the accidental circum
stance of our having two 24-pounders in this 
action, of much heavier caliber. 

The readiness of the Americans to engage, at 
the battle of Street's creek, appeat·s to have ori
ginated in mis-information. From the prisoners 
taken at Fort-Erie general Brown learned~ that 
major-geneml Riall's regular force at Chippeway 
consisted solely of the first battalion of the royal 
Scots, and the lOOth regiment; and consequently, 
of not more than 1 l or 1200 men. The American 
commander, therefore, with his 3000 " accom
plished troops,"t advanced boldly to the attack. 
This is confirmed by Mr. Thomson; who, not 
'Ot~ly mentions no other tiJan the above two regi
ments as present, but ~;tates, that lieutenant
general Drummond ordered up 1' the Sth or 
J~ing's regiment from York," in consequence of 
" the defeat of major-general Riall."t 

On the other hand, inteJligence reac.hed 
the British~-probably through emissaries, or 

• Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. 1.-p. 65'l. 

t App. No. i8. :t Ske.tchea .of the War, p • .2801 
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spies, purposely sent from the American camp, 
-that general Brown's force exceeded 5000 men; 
and major-genel'al Riall himself, from the report 
of the American militia-officers, taken prisoners. 
at the commencement of the action, ~onsidered 
the enemy's force to amount to '' 6000 men, 
with a very numerous train of artillery .''t '~T e 
here see a striking difference in the impression 
respecting llis adversm·y's strength, under 
which each of the generals led his troops into 
battle. 

During the 6th and 7th of July, general 
Brown remained quiet at his encampment on 
the bank of Street's creek; but, on the moruing 
of the 8th, he determined upon an attempt to 
dislodge major-general RialJ, who was still 
stationed at Chipr>en·ay. To effect this object, 
genel'al nipley proceeded, with his brigade and 
the artillety, to a point on the right .bank of 
the Chippeway, three miles above the British 
camp, in 01·der to open a road of communication, 
and to construct a bridge across the l'iver, or 
creek, for the passage of the troops. After the 
Americans had planted theit· at·tillery on the 
bank, a detachment of general Riall's artillery 
arrived in front; bnt the lattet·, having now in 
charge two pieces only, was obliged, after a slight 
cannonade, to withdraw. The bridge was soon 
afterwards completed; and the whole of the 

• App. No. 26. 
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At1H:n·ican force crossed over; In the mean whilej 
major-general Riall had bt·oken up his encamp..: 
ment, and retired towards Queenstown and Fort..1 
George; at which latter place he arrived on that 
evening. During the same night, general Brown 
occupied Chippeway; and, on the following 
morning, advanced to Queenstown; where he 
again encamped, 

On the 12th, while the Americans were at 
Queenstown; brigadier-general Swift was . de
taclled, with 120 (one American account says 
200) of general Portel''s volunteers/*' to recon• 
noitre genet·al RiaWs position at Fort-Georg·e. 
On arriving near the fort, general Swift, with 
his detachment, came suddenly upon a corporal 
nnd five men 1 belonging to a patrolling party 
of 32 rank and file from the light company of 
the 8thf under major Evans of that regiment. 
One of the five privates levelled his piece at the 
Ame1-ican general~ and, after mortally wound.: 
ing him, was himself shot dead. His five com
rades now fell back upon the remaining 26 

men of their detachment ; who, on the report 
of the first musket, had, with major Evans at 
theit head, marched forward to the spot. The 
31 British were instantly surrounded by their 
120 opponents; but the former, by their skill and 
promptitude, extricated themse]ves, without 
further loss, from their perilous situation. 1\'lr t 

* Sketches of the War, p. 2!}1 •. 
VQI,, JI. K 
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Thomson, who is the only editor that notices 
the affair, magnifies our force to 60 men; and 
then p·retencls that the man, after he had sur
r~ndered, shot general Swift. The truth is, from 
,the hour that the Americans landed near Fort
Erie, th<>se inhabitants who " behaved peace
ably, and followed their private ocupations,"* 
instead of being, as was promised by general 
Brown, in his proclamation to the Canadians, 
" treated as friends," were plundered of their 
]>roperty, and, in many instances, sent as pri
soners to the American side. By way, therefore, 
of palliating the enormities known to have 
been committed by the American army in its 
progress through the country, Mr. Thomson 
prepares this a·ecount of general Swift's death ; 
·adding:-" The whole volunteer brigade to 
which· the general was attached, solicited an op
portunity to avenge the fall of their brave officer; 
and an opportunity was not long wanted."t 

While at his encampment at Queenstown, 
general Brown writes commodore Chauncev, 
under date of the 13th July, to the following 
t!tlt~ct :-" All accounts agree that the force of 
the enemy in Kingston is very light. Meet me 
on the lake-shore, north of Fvrt-Georg·e, with 
)·our fleet; and we will be able, I have no doubt, 
to settle a, plan of operation that lvill break the 
power of the enemy in Upper Canada, and that 
in the course of a shtut time. At all events, let 

~¥ App. No. 25. t $kr.tchcs of the War, p. 28'!. 
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me hear from you; I have looked for your fleet 
with the greatest anxiety, since the lOth. I do 
not doubt my ability to meet the enemy in 
the field, and to march in any direction over 
his country ; your fleet carrying for me the 
necessat·y supplies. \fe can threaten fm·ts 
George and Niagara, and carry Burlington
Heights and York ; and proceed direct to King
ston, and carry tbat place. For God's sake let 
me see you.. Sir James will not fight. Two of 
his vessels are now in Niagara river. If J'OU 

conclude to meet me at the head of the lake, am\ 

that immediately, have 1he g·oodness to bring 
the guns and troops that l have ordered from 
Sackett's Harbor.* 

Commodore Chauncey, knowing better than 
that sir James would not fight, was lying 
at Sackett's Harbor, awaiting the equipment 
of his second frigate, the Mohawk; " to main
tain," says an American edit01·, " the existing 
equality ;'' but, in reality, to acquire that one

third superiority, without which it would not be 
prudent to appear on the lake. t 

On the morning of the 9th, major-general 
Riall, leaving at the forts George and Mississaga, 

· in lieu of the 350 rank and file of the Glengarry 
t·egiment, andofthe300 militia,+ by whom he had 

* Willdnson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 666. 

t James's Naval Occurrences, p. 399. 

t Both recently arrived from York. 

I { 2 
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there been joined, detachntents ofthe royal Scots, 
and 8th, and the remaining245 of the lOOth, regi• 
ments, proceeded, with a fOJ'ce in regulars and 
mihtia, amounting· to about 1360 rank and file; 
towards Burlington heights ; where he expected 
to meet the 103d regiment, and the flank compa~ 
nies ofthe 104th, the Jatter of which had recently 
arrived there. This junction was fortunately 
effected at the Twenty-mile creek; whence the 
major-g·enera], with his force, now augmented to 
about 2000 regulars and militia, marched back 
to, and took post at, the Fifteen-mile creekt 
distant about 13 miles from the Amm·ican camp. 

Intelligence of this movement on the part of 
major-general Ria11, unaccompanied, however; 
by any account of his having been joined by 
the 103d. regiment, reached geHeral Brown on 
the 14th, the day after he had caJled. for commo
dore Chauncey's co-operation. The British 
force, thus assembled, was stated to consist of 
one wing of the rqyal Scots, the lOOth regi
ment, and the Glengarry light infantry; amount .. 
ing, in all, to 12.50 men, besides 800 incorporated 
militia and Indians ; making a total of 2050 
men.* We have here the total, though not the 
details, of the British force, as accurately stated 
as need be. Had the junction of the 103d 
regim~nt been known, we may well suppose 
that major-general Riall's force would have been 

• Wilkinaon's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 6611. 
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swelled out to 3000 men ; but, although consi
dered to be a thi1•d below that amount, no 
attack was to be made, without the sanction of a 
council of war. General Brown's force, on this 
occasion, ~'was estimated at 2700 regulars, and 
lOOO l'Olunteers, militia, and Indians;"* which 
amounts, within 30 men, to what we stated to 
have been that officer's force, after the battle of 
Street's creek. At this council the minority 
Was for attacking major-general Riall ; the 
tnfljority, for investing Fort-George. Accord
ingly, on the 15th, general Ripley's brigade of 
regulars, and general Porter's brigade of volun
teers, accompanied by a detachment of regular 
artillery, with a 6-pounder and a 5f inch how
it~er, the whole ~mmbering about 2200 rank ancl 
file, advanced to the neighbourhood of the 
British fo11 t~ While this strong body of Ameri
can troops was reconnoitring the fortifications, 
lieutenant-colonel Tucker, with the detachment 
of the 8th 1·egiment, and two 6-pounder field
l)ieces, moved out from Fort-Mississaga; and, 
being joined by the few royals from Fort-George~ 
and aided by the guns of that fol't, compelled 
the Americans, in spite of their great superiority 
of numbers, to r-etire to a more respectable dis
tance. Not a casualty occurred on our pa1·t. 

Several slight skirmishes afterwards took place 
b.etween the adverse piquets, in which the Ame
l'lcans were almost the only sufferers. The fur"! 

• Wi!kiuson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 66!}. 
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ther proceedings of the American troops before 
Fort-George, are tolerably well defined in major 
M'Farland's letter:·-" The militia and Indians, 
says he, "plundered and burnt every thing. 
The whole population is against us: not a 
foraging party, but is fired on, and not unfre
quently return with missing numbers. This 
state was to be anticipated. The Indians were 
sent off some days since," (letter dated 2nth of 
July,) ''as they were found useless, except to 
plunder. The militia have burnt several pri
vate dwelling-houses ; and, on the 19th instant, 
burnt the village of St. David, con&isting of 
about 30 or 40 houses, This was done within 
three .miles of camp; and my battalion was sent 
to cover the retreat, as they (the militia) had 
been sent to scour the country of some Indians 
and rangers, and it was presumed they might 
be pursued. My God! what a service. I never 
witnessed such a scene; and, had not the com~ 
manding officer of the party, lieutenant-colonel 
Stone, been disgraced, and sent out of the army, 
I should have handed ia my sheep-skin.~'"
The major declares, in the very same letter,-as 
a proof of his being a staunch American,-that 
he desires no better fun than to fight the 
British troops, (whom he politely calls,'' Euro· 
pean cut-throats,") giving to them one-fourth 
more than his own number. " ' bat, then, 
must have been the " scenes" and sufferings, 

* Commission. 
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that could excite compassion in such a breast 
as this? 

A I though none of the American historians 
bestow a word upon the burning of St. David's, 
and the pi1lage of the surrounding country, we 
now perceive to what Mr. Thomson more parti
cularly alluded, when he told us, that the whole 
volunteer brig·ade had solicited leave to avenge 
general Swift's death, and that ''an opportunity 
Was not long wanted." It is true, lieutenant-colo .. 
nel Stone was declared, by a " General Order," 
to have " directed" the burning of St. David's, 
"contmrv to the orders of government ;" and 
the same document concluded thus:-" Lieu
tenant-colonel Stone will retire from the army." 
But this summary method of discharging officers 
Was, in the American camp, as customary as it 
proved ineffectual. Among many instances, 
general Brown, soon after the battle of Street's 
creek, ordered captain Treat, of the 21st infan
try, " on the spot, to retire from the army," 
for having been guilty of cowm·dice; and yet a 
court-martial, presently afterwards, re-instated 
that officer in his command. Why was not 
lieutenant-colonel Stone tried for his offence, 
and thereby allowed an opportunity of shewing 
whether or not he had exceeded his orders? If he 
set fire to St. David's without orders, was there 
not a "General Order," issued by general Brown 
himself, in which it was expressly declared, 
that-." Any J>lunderer shall be punished with-
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death"?* But that the Canadians had expe
rienced, both in their persons and properties, 
so many flagr(tnt violations of that ''General 
Order," as to entitle it to be considered, unless, 
in its intended operation upon the public mind, 
;ts mere Llank papet·, we might suppose that 
the gallant colonel had saved himself, by the 
quibbling excuse, that he was not a '' plun
derer," but an incendiary. The mo~tt extra
ordina•·y thing· is, however, that the A. merican 
government, wjthin seven weeks after the burn
ing of St, David's, and when some apology 
for that, among other atrocities, was thought due 
to the representations made on our part, should 
say:-'' For the burning of St. David's, ~om
mitted by stragglers, the officer who commanded 
in that quarter was dismissed, without a trial ,for 
llOt preventing it."t Lieptenant-colonel Stone, 
then, was not " dismissed withot.Jt a trial," 
because he ·~directed," but '' for not prevent
i~)g," ihe burning of tlte village; nor was the 
act committed by the militia sent, under the 
orders of this very ~olonel, " to scour the 
country," but by cr strag·g·lers," under tbe orders 
Qf no one; and this, althoqglt the American 
camp was (lnly three IQiles off. 

Qn the day succeeding th~ conflagration o£ 
St. :Qavid's, general Brown abandoned his 

* .t\.pp. No. 25. 

+ Mr. Munro's letter to sir Alexander Cochrane, dated 
Sept. _6, 1814. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 137 

encampment at Queenstown, and concentrated 
his whole force in the neig·hbourbood of Fort
George; stationing a part of it on the shore of 
Lake Ontario, to keep a sharp look-out for the 
arrival of commodore Chauncey's fleet, with the 
anxiously expected " guns and troops from. 
Sackett's Harbor.'' After waiting in suspense 
from the 20th to the 23d, general Brown pre
pared to retrace his steps to Queenstown and 
Chippeway; in order, as he says, to draw asup
Jl]y of provisions from Schlosser, and then march 
directly to Burlington Heights.* American 
caution was never more conspicuous than in 
this retrograde movement of general Bron·n's. 
The fortifications of Fort-George were not in 
a bcttet· state than when general M'Clure, 
with a gal'l"ison of upwards of 2000, abaudoned 
them to colonel Murray, with fewer than 500 

men ;t and now that fort was garrisoned by a 
smaller number than then besieged it, and was 
beseiged by double the number that then 
<Jomposed its garrison. Yet major M' Farland, 
in his before-mentioned letter, assig·ns, as a 
l'eason for general Brown's retreat, that it would 
1·equire" 6000 men, with a lat·ge train of bat
tering artillery," to make any impression upon 
Fort-George. The Americans seem determined 
to remind us, as well of general M 'Clore's 
bloodless surrender of this same fort, as of 

* App. No. 32. t Sec p. 11 , 
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colonel :Murray's gallant assault upon, and 
capture of, their own Fort-Niagara. 

General Brown, with his army, entered 
Queenstown on the evening ofthe 23d ; and, on 
the next day, this American general, who had 
scarcely done boasting that he did not doubt 
his ability " to meet the enemy in the field, and 
to march in any direction over his country," 
finding, by accounts from Sackett's Harbor, that 
the commodore was unable, or, rather, un
willing, to leave port, became so '' apprehensive 
of an attack upon the rear of his army,''* that 
he not only continued his retreat to Chippeway, 
but, to quicken his movements, disencumbered 
the army of its baggage. t 1-:Ja\'ing re-crossed 
the Chippeway, general Brown encamped on 
the right bank of that river, with the whole of 
his army, except the 9th regiment, which was 
posted on the left, or north bank, protected in 
front by a block-house. It ought not to be 
omitted, that the Americans, during their re
treat to this place, plundered, and made prisoners 
of, several of the inhabitants. 

Intelligence of general Brown's arrival at Chip_. 
peway reached general Rial1, on the same after
noon ; and, at eleven o'clock that night, the 
British advance, consisting of the Glengarry 
regiment, under lieutenant-colonel Battersby ; 
40 men of the 104th, under lieutenant-colonel 

• Sketches of the War, p. 283. t App. No. 32. 
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Drummond; the incorporated militia, under lien~ 
tenant-colonel Robinson, and the seilentary mili .. 
tia, under lieutenant-colonel Parry, of the 103d ; 
major Lisle's troop of the 19th light dragoons, 
and a detachment of artillery, having in charge 
the two 24-pounders and howitzer employed at 
Street's creek, and three 6-pounders; th~ whole 
numbering about 950 rank and file, and placed 
under the immediate command of lieutenant
colonel Pearson, moved from the Twelve-mile 
creek; and, at seven o'clock the next morning, 
took up a position near Lundy's lane, leading 
into the main Queenstown, or Niagara road, 
and distant from the American encampment 

about 2{ miles. 
The American general, having received intel

ligence that the British had crossed ove1·, in 
consiilerable numbers, from Queenstown to 
Lewistown; and that the force nea1· Lundy's 
lane was a mere patrolling party, determined, 
by way of cau!l;ing a diversion, to re-occupy 
the former village. Accordingly, at about a 
quarte1· past five on the afternoon of the 25th, 
general Scott, at the head of his own brigade 
of regular infantry, Towson's artillery, with 
his two 18-pounders," and all the dragoons and 
mounted men,"• numbering, as we gather 
from the American accounts, fully 1150 rank 
and file, marched towards Queenstown ; with 

* App. No.3~. 
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special orders " to report if the enemy appeared~ 
and to cal I for assistance, if that was necessary.''" 

On arriving at the falls, just two miles from 
camp, the advanced piquets commenced firing; 
and general Scott immediately despatched two 
or three officers in succession, to acquaint gene
J'al Brown, that the enemy was in force, directly 
in his front; although he confessed that a narrow 
wood intercepted that force from his view. As 
the enemy '' was in force," it became" neces
sary" to send " assistance;" therefore general 
Brown, who had lJeen 1·einforced by 250 men 
of the 1st, and 100 men of the 22d regiments, 

just arrived in three schoone1·s from Erie, 
taking with him generals Ripley's and Porter's 
brigades, and ruajor Hindman's corps of artil
lery, having in charge seven field-pieces, instant"': 
ly "pressed forward with ardor."* In the mean 
while, some of the .American officers, having 
heard at :Mrs. ':Vilson's house, near the faJls, 
and reported to general Scott, " that the enemy 
could not be in force," t that officer, with 
the first brigade, the artiJlery, and dragoons, 
'' pressed forward with ardor,'' to attack the 
British advance. General ~iall, who happened 
to be with the latter, considering general Scott's 
detachment as merely the van of a force nearly 
four times superior to his own, ordered colone~ 

* App. No. 32. 

t Wilkinson's MernA Vol. I. his App. No. 9.., 
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Penr·son to retire upon Queenstown; and sent 
similar orders to colonel Scott, who, with the 
main body, was advancing from the Twelve. 
mile creek. 'Ve must now relate what caused 
a sudden change in the destination of the 1·e· 
treating British force. 

As soon as intelligence of major-general 
Riall's discomfiture at Street's creek reached 
lieutenant-general Drummond at Kingston, the 
latter. leavin()' orders for De Watteville's reO'i· 

- 0 0 

ment to follow) in two columns, marched to 
Y ork1 with the remnant of the 2d battalion of 
the 89th regiment, about 400 strong, unde1· 
lieutenant-colonel Morrison. On the evening 
of the 24th, the lieutenant-general and suite, 
with the. 69th, embarked at York~ on board 
sir James Yeo's vessels, the Netley, Charwell, 
Star, and Magnet; and arrived at Fort-Niagara at 
day-light on the morning of the 25th. Having 
despatched to Queenstown the 89th regiment, 
and the detachments of the royal Scots and 
8th which had been left by general Riall in tl~e 
forts George and Mississaga, lieutenant-ge· 
neral Drummond ordered lieutenant-colonel 
Tucker to proceed up the right bank of the 
Niagat·a, with 300 of the 41st, about 200 of the 
royal Scots, and a body of Indians, supported 
On the river by a party of armed seamen, under 
captain Dobbs~ of the Charwell brig, in order 
to 'dis}Jerse or capture an American .. for.ce en-
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camped at Lewistown. Some unavoidable delay 
occurred in the march of the troops up the right 
bank; and colonel Swift, with his ZOO volun
teers, and whatever other troops belonged to 
the post, had effected their escape towards 
Schlosser, and crossed over to the American 
camp at Chippeway. The British anived in 
time only to take possession of about 100 tents, 
a quantity of baggage and provisions; with 
which, at about four o'clock on the same after
noon, they crossed over to Queenstown, and 
there met the detachment under lieutenant
colonel Morrison. After the tt·oops had dined, 
lieutenant-general Dmmmond sent back, as 
garrisons to the three forts in the rear, 220of the 
41st, and the whole remaining strength of the 
lOOth regiments, under 1 he orders oHieuten:mt:
colonel Tucker; and hastened forward to the 
falls, with the 89th regiment, detachments of 
the royal Scots, ~md 8th, and the light com
pany of the 41st regiments, numbering, alto
gether, 815 rank and file. 

No sooner had this seasonable reinforcement, 
after a rapid march of seren miles from Quet:ns
town, and of 14 altogether, arrived within 
half a mile of Lundy's lane, than information 
was brought of the. retreat of major-gcmeral 
Riall's advanced division; and the troops had 
scat·ce1y halted, ere they we.re joined by the 
milit_ia _which had formed part of it, and n hos8 
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reheat had been ably covered by the Glengarry 
regiment. General Drummoml, first despatch
ing an officer to recall colon~l Scott, pushed 
forward to Lundy's lane; where he arrived a few 
minutes before six o'clock, and just as the enemy 
had approached within 600 yards of the top of the 
hill. The British force was quickly formed;
the 89th regiment, the 320 men of the royal Scots, 
and the 41st light company,in the rear of the hill, 
With their left resting on the Queenstown, or 
Niagara road; the two 24-pounders a little in 
advance of the centre, on the summit of the hill; 
the Glengarry regiment, in the woods on the 
right of the line; and the militia, and the 120 
rnen of the 8th, on the left of the Niagara road, 
with the light dragoons, on the same road, a 
little in the rear : constituting a total of 1770 
rank and file, supported by two 24-pounders, two 
6-pounders, and a 5~-inch howitzer. Scarcely 
had the different corps taken their stations, than 
the American troops, under the command of 
general Scott, commenced the attack. With 
the exception, however, of partialJy forcing back 
the left, the Americans could make no impression 
upon the British t1·oops ; and, after nearly an 
hour's combat, retired behind a new line, formed 
by generals Ripley's and Porter's brigades ; to 
the former of which the 1st regiment, under 
colonel Nicholas,* and to the lattel', a fresh 

* App. No. 32. 
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party of volunteers, had been attached: tint~ 

making the total force, under geneml Browni 
upwards of 4000 men. 

Finding the British guns upon the hill very 
destructive, the Americans made several des .. 
perate efforts to carry them. After being most 
gallantly resisted by the 89th, the detachments 
of the royal Scots and 8th regiments, and 
the sedentary militia under colonel Parry, the 
great numerical superiority~ and, certainly; well .. 
directed iire, of the American infantry and artiJ ... 
)ery, enabled them to gain their point. They 
had no leizure, however, to remove, or, at this 
time, to employ the captured pieces. The battle 
bad now raged for three hours; "the thickest 
and most impenetrable darkness prevailed ;'' • 
and both armies had suspended their fhe; one 
to collect and re-org·anize its "faultering" regi .. 
ments; the other to await the 1·einforcement 
momentarily expected from the Twelve-mile 
creek. .lust at the hour of nine, colonel Scott, 
with the 103d regiment, detachments of the 
royal Scots, 8th, and 104th regiments, and 
about 300 sedentary militia, few of whom had 
muskets, accompanied by two 6-pounders, and 
numbering, altogether, 1230 rank and file, now 
came upon the ground. It had been intended · 
that colonel Scott's division should march 
from the Tweh'e-mile creek, and the men were 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. his A pp. No. 9. 
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actualJy under arms, at three o'clock in the 
Inorning. Unfortunately, however, the ordet· 
was countermanded, and the tt·oovs did not move 
till past mid-day. At about a quarter before six, 
and just as they had arrived within three miles 
of the field of battle, came general Riall's order 
for them to retire upon Queenstown; and they 
had actually made a retrogade movement of 
near]y four miles, before they received general 
Drummond's order tore-advance. Haviug thus 
been nine hours on the march, t.he men were a 
good deal blown and fatigued, when they joined 
the contending· division. 

Owing to theextremedarknessofthe night, the 
103d regiment, and the sedentary militia, under 
colonel Hamilton, with tile two field-pieces, 
Passed, by mistake, iuto the centre of the Ameri
can army, now posted upon the hil1; and, after 
sustaining a very heavy and destructive fire, fell 
back in confusion. The 103d, however, by the 
exertions of its officers, afterwards rallied; and 
formed in line to the right of g·eneral Drummond's 
front column. Another disaster ensued from 
the darkness. The detachments of the 1·oyal 
Scots and 8th, forming part of the reinforcement, 
unfortunately mistook, for the enemy, the Glen
garry regiment, stationed in the woods to the 
tight; and kept upon it a severe and destructive 
fire. 

Under all these circumstances, general Drum-
1110nd derived but a partial benefit from colonel 

VOL. 11. L 
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Scotes reinforcement. In the meanwhile, the 
conflict, which had been renewed on the part of 
the Americans, owing to the supposed advantage 
gained over the Briti&h, in the npulse of the 
103d regiment and militia, so peculiarly cir .. 
cumstanced, was assuming a more serious aspect 
than ever. They were now in possession of the 
crest of the hill, and of seven pieces of captured 
artiiJery; which, in conjunction with tltei1· own, 
they turned against ihe British column.* On 
the other hand, the British,. besides their infe
riOI·ity of numbers, were without m·tillery, and 
had to march up a steep hill, to regain the guns 
they had lost; or even, as the Americans were too 
prudent to descend from their position, to give 
a decisiYe character to the contest. After a 
smart struggle, the British, not only regained 
their seven pieces of cannon, hut captured a 
6-pounder and a 5k inch howitzer, which major 
Hindman, ofthe American artillery, had brought 
up against them. Several determined, but vain 
efforts,·were now made by the Americans, to repos .. 
sess the hilJ; and, at about half-past 11, they gave 
up the contest, and retreated to their camp ; 
leaving, upon the field, the whole of thei1· dead, 
and many of their wounded. 

Major-general Riall, having been severely 
wounded at the early part of the action, was, 
with some other wounded officers and atten .. 
dnnts, retiring to the rear to have his wounds 

* Sketches of the War, p. 29:l. 
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dressed, when be and his party were captured 
by the American :25th regiment, under colonf'l 
Jessup, and a detachment of caYalry; which, in 
driving back the British left, had gained a 
momentary possession of the Niagara-road. At 
this time, also, captain Loring, one of general 
Drummond's aides de camp, and who was pro
ceeding to the rear with orders, was also Il;l~e 
prisoner. 

The British loss in this action was, one captain; 
three subalterns, one deputy- assistant- adj u
tant-g·enera1; four setjeants; and 75 rank and 
file, killed; one lieutenant-genera], one major .. 

general, one inspecting field-officer, one deputy
assistant-q uarter-master-gcneral, two Jieutenant

~olonels, eight captains, 25 subalterns, 31 ser
Jeants, pve drummers, and 482 rank and filf', 
Wounded; one captain, three suba1tet•ns, two 
quarter-masters, 11 se1jeants, five dmmmers, 
and 171 rank and file, missing and prisoners; 

one aide de camp, four captains, four subalterns, 
one quarter-master, fonr serjeants, aud :28 rank 
and file, prisoners. Total, 84 killed; 559 

wounded; 103 missing; and 42 prisoners; 
gt·and total 878 * The great use made by the 

Americans of buck-shot, while it swelled out 
the returns, occasioned most of the wounds to be 
\'ery slight. That musket-cartridges, in the 

American service, are invariably made up with 
buck-shot, is acknowledged by general WiU.:iu 

* App. No. 31. 

L 2 



i48 1\IILlTARY OC.CURRENCES BETWEEN 

son; w·ho, referring tot he use ofrifles in the dark, 
says:-" The musket and bayonet, with buck
shot, is preferable; because, in nocturnal affairs, 
nothing decisive can take place, but at close 
quarters."*-The British returns of loss show, 
as clearly, that the militia brought up with 
colonel Scott's division, and who, as already 
st..(t~,d, were, for the most part, without arms, 
did not rally, after theit· surprise by the enemy, 
as that those, forming part of the advance, 
behaved in a distinguished manner. The few 
Indians present were of no use whatever. 
· According to the official returns at the foot 
of general Brown's letter, the American Joss 
amounted to, one majot·, fhc captains, one adju
tant, four subalterns, 10 serjeants, and 150 rank 
and file, killed; one major-general, one bri
gadier-general, two aides de camp, one brigade
major, one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, four 
majors, seven captains, one ·adjutant, one pay
master, three q uarter-mastcrs, 32 subalterns, 
36 serjeants, three musicians, and 478 rank and 
file, wounded; and one brigade-major, one 
captain, six subalterns, nine serjeants, and 93 
rank and file, missing. t Total, 171 killed: 572 

wounded; and llO missing: g•·and total 8:54. 
The loss, thus admitted by the Americans, was 
highly creditable to the skill and gallantry of 
the inferior numbers opposed to them. Hut 

• Wilkinson's Mcm. Vol. I. p. 538. 

t App. No. 3Z. 
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g·ene1·al Brown's loss has certainly been utluer
rated; for 210 dead, besides a great many 
Wounded, Americans were counted upon the field 
of battle, on the following morning; and, upon 
the subsequent advance of the British to Chip
peway, they found a numb<!r of fresh graves, in 
which the bodies had been so slig·htly covered, 
that the ar~s and legs were, in many instances, 
exjlosed to view. 

As first in order among the American accounts 
of this action, we will take general Brown's 
letter. ln 1\ merican official correspondence, 
this letter forms, in one respect, an anomaly: 
it no where mentions, that the Americans had 
superior numbers to contend with. What are 
We to infer from this, but that the reverse fact 
~as too gla1·i ng to be questioned ? The letter 
Is certainly well written; and the writer, we 
should suppose, gave tlae number of his own 
troops, at least, in this '' memorable battle." 
Perhaps the paragraph, containing that infor
mation, was suppressed, b,v the order of the 
government. Such things, we know, have been 
frequently done; and, did the uumber agree 
with what a writer from Buffaloe stated general 
Brown's force, in the Lundy's lane battle, to have 
amounted to namelv, ''about 4000 men," the ' ~ 
probability is encreased. The American com-
mander begins his letter, with telling us of the 
'' 1 ga lant men" be had the " good fortune to 
lead;" and yet freely confesses, that one regiment 
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" faltered," and another " gave way and re
treated." Upon the whole, however, the Ameri
can troops fought braYely ; and the conduct of 
many of the officers, of the at·tillery corps especi
ally, would ha,·e done honor to any service. 
Had general Brown's wounds allowed him to 
remain long enough on the field, he would have 
found thnt it was not the last Bt·itish, but the last 
AmericaQ ''effort," that had been " repulsed;" 
and that it was after that last effort, " that the 
victory was complete." IJow are we to reconcile 
this confidence of" victory," with the order which 
polonel Hi11dman, of the artil1e1·y, received from 
general Brown, as the latter was retiring from 
the field, on his way to Buffaloe ;-" Collect 
your artillery, as well as you can, and retire 
~mmediately; we shall all march to camp" :K<? 

This was deposed to at g<-'neral Ripley's 
court-martial. lf the American troops, who 
bad marched two miles to the field of battle, 
needed " some 1·efreshment," what must have 
been the state of the British troops, all of whotn, 
except the advance, had marched 14 miles to 
the field of battle ? 

Some parts of Mr. O'Connor's account are 
worth extracting: - 1' Wellington's invincibles,'' 
s<lys he, " had just arrive'-l from Eut·ope, and 
Drummond resolved that they should not only 
maintaip. their character, but maintain it in a 
l~la nner that would make the most desponding 

* Wilkinson's 1\Icm. Vol. I. his A pp. No. 14. 
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impression on the brave, but raw recruits of the 
republic." " A .fine m.oon-ligltt night favored, 
equally, the operations of bollt armies."-This is 
excellent; when all the American officers exa
mined at general Ripley's court-martial, concur 
in the fact, that the night was unusually dark. 
"The Americans," proceeds this accurate gentle
man, "could not be driven, nor withstood : deter
mined not to be overthrown, even by superior 
numbers, they seemed resolved to crush what
evet· foe opposed them. llad they been con
quered, they would yet deserve honor; as victors, 
they coYerPd themselves with glory."* He 
attributes the loss oft he" howitzer," to the high-._ 

spirited horses having run with it '' into the 
1·anks of the enemy." On the other hand, it was 
the "want of horses'' that compelled the Ame
ricans · to leave to us " most of the cannon 
which were taken." Here we discover, that Mr. 
O'Connor alludes to the British unlimbered 
6-pounder, for which an American one had, by 
mistake, been placed upon a British limber.t 
The British loss is made to amount to "between 
1200 and 1300 men ;" and their" force engaged, 
by their own confession, 4500 men, mostly, or 
wholly regulars, besides a host of Indians: the 
American force," proceeds Mt·. O'Connor, "did 
not exceed 2800; consisting, in a great propor
tion, of the militia of Pennsylvania and New 
York.""* Yet, this writer, in the Yery next line:\ 

* Ilist. of th"" ·, p. 257. t App. No. 30. 
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refers to " general Brown's official letter;" in 
n·hich the militia-volunteers are stated at less 
tl an a third part of the American force in the 
field. And how came Mr. O'Connor to omit 
the honorable corps, styled, in the American 
returns,-'' Canadian volunteers," t and com
manded by the" gallant colonel Wilcocks;" whose 
traitorous acts, as the assistant of M'CJure, fell 
so heavy upon the inhabitants of Newark? :t: 

Mr. Thomson devotes 19 pages of his book to 
the battle of Lundy's lane. He describes the 
hour's action previous to the arrival of the whole 
of Ripley's and Porter's brigades, as fought be
tween generals Rialland Scott; although general 
.Drummond, with his reinforcement, had been 
present from the commencement. He evidently 
mistakes colonel Scott's, for general Drummond's 
an·ival. This misnomel'is of some use to us. Mr. 
Thomson, aftm· stating that general RiaH had 
" despatched tnessengers to lieutenant-general 
Drummond at Fort-George, to inform him of 
the desperate nature of the contlict," says:
,, Until this period of the engagement," that is, 
until, iu reality, colonel Scott's arrival, " his 
force, including the incorporated militia and 
some Indians, amounted to 1637 men."§ lVIr. 
Thomson has het·e, by pure accident, stated 
nearly the amount of general Drummond's force, 

* Hist. of the United States, p. 257. 
t App. No. 33. t Seep. 7. 
§ Sketches of the War, p. 288. 
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dUJ·ing the first three hours of the battle. He 
attends every reg·iment in its marches and 
counter-marches; and makes a fine thing· of the 
charges upon the artillery. Not trusting to 
language alone, he has given us a copper-plate 
rept·esentation. So far from the American line 
here resembling the " pot-hook" line, formed 
by " captain Clodpole's company" of Carolina 
n1ilitia, in Lambert's Travels,* Mr. Thom~on's 
artist has employed his rule for the purpose; 
and the line he has formed fo1· Mr. O'Connor's 
" raw reeruits,'' dn this night of" impenetrable 
tlarkness," close in front of" a host of Wellington's 
invincibles," 1·eminds us rather, of what we 
sometimei; witness upon the parade in St. James's. 
park, than of the advance of the American 
troops, to seize the British cannon at Lundy's 
lane. 

Turning ovea· Mr. Thomson's confused pages, 
We come at last to his numbers. He makes the 
American force less, autl the British force more, 
than Mr. O'Connor does. One he states at 
'' 2417 men ;" the other,-to prove how he can 
make up for a bad beginning,- at '' 3450 
regulars, 1200 incorporated militia, and 480 
Indians, making in all 5130 men."·r This 
moderate increase upon the 1637 arose, it 
a1)pears, out of four several reinforcements ; 

* Lambert's Travels, Vol. II. p. 198. 
+ Sketches of the War, p. 300. 
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along with the last of which came up " fom· of 
1he British fleet."*-Poor Mr. Thomson! Into 
what a dilemma he has here fallen. The river, 
from the falls, close to which the battle was 
fought, to Queenstown, a distance of eight miles, 
is, owing to its turbulence and rapidity, not na
vigable even for boats; and the four vessels to 
which this learned historian alludes, and which 
were the same that broug·ht general Drummond 
and his troops from York, were lyiug peaceably 
at anchor opposite to Fort-Georg·e, 1-i miles from 
the scene of action. 

Our third historian, doctor Smith, has, in his 
usual brief way, extracted none but the most 
violent and extravagant parts of the accounts 
before him; excepting· that, while be makes our 
~· force engaged, including the Canadian militia, 
4500," some one has persuaded him to advance 
a step nearer to truth, and stute " that of the 
Americans at less than 3000."t An American 
writer from Buffaloe, speaking of this action, 
says: " We had in om· whole army 4000 men ;":!: 
and, in the •' Buffaloe Gazette Extraordinary," 
of July 28, we read: "The enemy's forces en
gaged must have been nearly 5000; ours,"-here 
is a frank admission,~" short of that numLcr." 
After this, wiH it be pretended, that the Ameri .. 

*Sketches of tl1e 'Var, p. 296. 

! Ilist. of the United States, p. 313. 

§ Albany Paper, Aug. 2, 1814. 
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cans had not 4000 men in the field at the b~ttl c 
of Niagara~ 

We lmd almost forgotten, that we haTe a 
fourth hi !>torian to glean 1· ·om. General Wit. 
kinson, finding it easier, and, as we infer from 
his complaints of ill-usage, more profitable, to 
fight on paper than in the field, dr:-~gs us through 
f>4 tolerably close octavo pages, (exclusive of 
19 much closer pages of Appendi:t·,) till he has 
done descanting upon " true valor," in the per
formances of the " heroes of Bridgewater," 
;:md,-forgetful of his own behaviour in the Mon-
1 real expedition, and before La Co11e grist-mill,
upon military imbecility, in the proceedings of 
generals Brown and Scott, on the " memorable 
2.51-h of July." As, for almost every important 
fact, two opposite statements can be found, it 
would be · only misleading the reader to make 
extracts. " Te may suppo. e, however, that the .five 

large diagrams, which the general gives of the 
actio 1, are tolerably correct. On the contrary, 
our faith in them is destroyed, thus:-" Of course, 
the diagram," says the general, "founded on 
colonel Lea vcn worth's report, is erroneous.'' * Al
thougl• not explicit as to numbers, he takes care 
to adopt a similar stratagem to that which he 
practised about the gun-boats at La Colle, t and 
W•presents the British columns upon his diagTams, 
to l)e five times as large as tbe American. Even 

* Wilkinson 's )fern. Vol. I. p. 089. t Sec J?· gg, 
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here he is doomed to contradict the inference he 
would have us draw. ''I have no authority," 
says general Wilkinson, " to question general 
Drummond's report of his own order of battle, or 
his force, except from the information of colonel 
Leavenworth and other officers." • And yet, 
alluding to the materials from which he pro
fesses to draw up his history of this battle, he 
asks: "But how sha1l we reconcile the very 
opposite accounts, which have been rendert!d 
on oath before a tribunal of justice ?"t And 
why the accounts may well be opposite, he 
immediately afterwards explains, very satisfac
torily, thus: " I will answer, fi"Om what I have 
witnessed, that, in warm military combats, an 
officer at the head of a platoon or battalion, who 
does his duty, can see very little beyond his 
immediate commaml, and that different men see 
the same object with different optics ;"1"-more 
especially, when " it was so dark at the time, 
that objects could not be distinguished many 
paces."t The capture of general Riall, and of 
the other prisoners taken with him, the general 
very properly attributes to" the confusion inci
dent to a night-attack, and the shifting of the 
action."• Nor does he, ]i},e Mr. O'Connor, 
and most of the other historians, unwittingly 
]e~sen the merit of the victors, by styling the 

* Wilkinson's Mcm. Vol. I. p. 722. 

:t lbid. 701. 
t Ibid. 686. 
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vanquished-'' cowards." The general, very 
considerately, ranks British, next to American 
valor; thus: " The enemy, whose persevering 
courage could not be excelled, but by men \vho 
sprang from the same stock," &c.'*' Our last 
exti·act shall be from the general's " Prelimi
nary Observations." " I speak not," says lu=-, 
"of achievements by which cities have b£>en 
saved, and states protected ; of great and san

guinary battles, wherein the life of the soldier 
has been bartered for the safety of the empire ; 
of Thermopylre, or-New Orleans ;--~'i Can 
we proceed? 

After the '' victorious" American troops ha(l 
retired to their t~amp, and obtained the "neces
sary refreshment," they were again ordered, ''rith 
general Ripley, upon whom the command had 
now devolved, at their head, to march to the 
" battle ground," there to meet and beat the 
enemy, if he again appeared."~ General 13 r wn 
simply and truly says:-" It was not executed;'' 
ltJaving his commentators to find excuses. Doc· 
tor Smith, either JjOt in the vein of fiction, or 
become suddenly conscientious, prefers leaving 
a hiatus in his'' History," to separating the battle 
of Bridgewater from the next "brilliant exploit'' 
he has to record. Neither Mr. Thomson not· 
M ... O'Connor is so easily stagg-ered. The 

* Wilkinson's ~f.em. Vol. I. p 706. 

t App. No. 32. 
t Ibid. 676. 
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latter, without the slightest hesitation, says:
, ,On the morning after the battle, the Americans, 
under generals Ripley- and Porter, reconnoitred 
the enemy, who did not shew any disposition to 
renew the contest; and then burned the enemy's 
barracks, ahd a bridge at Chippeway: after 
which they returned to Fort-Erie."* lVh·. Thom
son attempts to qualify and alter tue meanin g 
of general Bmwn 's orders; and to pro,·e that 
the enemy was afift!t time" reinforced.'' "Under 
5uch circumstances," he adds, " it would have 
been highly injudicious to have attacked him.'' 
"GeneralRipley,'' proceedsNir.Thomson, " see
ing the impossibility of regaiuing the field of 
battle; and the probability of his own flanks 
being compeJled to fall back, by the immense 
superiority of the enemy's numbers, turned his 
army towards the Chippe,•ray; whence, having 
first destroyed the bridge over that stream, as 
well as the platforms which he had previously 
constructed at the enemy's old works there, he 
pursued his retreat towards Fort-Erie ; and 
reached it, in good order, on the folio"' ing day."'* 
General Wilkinson says-' ' General Ripley, 
finding the enemy strongly posted, in superiOl' 
force, judiciously retired; and then a scene 
ensued, which has been carefully concealed from 
the public. By the improvidence of general 
Brown, the deficiency of transport proYided fol' 

* Hist. of the War, p. 257. 
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hi-s baggag·e, stores, and provisions, had not 
been remedied ; and a great portion of it was 
now found necessa•-y to the accommodation of 
his wounded and sick. The necessity of a 
rett·eat could be no longer concealed or delayed; 
and the consequences were, that a considerable 
quantity of provisions, stores, and camp-equi
page, with a number of tents, l-Yere thrown into 
the river, or burnt. I have this fact from an 
officer left with the command which performed 
this duty."* 

This is what Mr. Thomson calls, retreating 
I( in good order." But for the strong pique 
which general Wilkinson bears to genei·al 
Brown, the above fact would not have reached us 
through an Ame•·ican channel. M1·. O'Connor1 

by way of giving a daring feature to this 
orderly retreat, declares that the Americans 
''burnt the enemy's barracks:" why did he not 
tell us, that they valiantly set fire to Street'. 
mills, the property of a private individual? 

* Sketches of theW a r, p. S02. 

t Wilkinson's Mrm. Vol. I. p. 722 . 
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CHAPTER XV. 

~Newly e1·ected works at F01·t-Erie, and vig01·ous 
preparations of defence on the pm·t of the Ame
'rican garrison-Discharge of the sedentm'!J 
militia-An·ival of the 1·igld and left wings of 
De 1Vatleville's regiment, and investment of F01·t
Erie by general Drummond-Relative force '!_{ 
tl1e besiegeTs, and besieged-Unsuccessful attack 
upon Blaclc Rock-Stale of the defences at FoTt
E1·ie-A.ff'airs of piquels-Can·iage of boats 
over-land to Lake-Erie, and gallant capture of 
two out of three American anned schoone1·s sta·· 
tioned '?If the fort-Cannonade between tlte Bri
tish and Americans at F01·t-E1·ie-Advance of 
the British to the assault of that fort-Unpre
pared state, and consequent repulse> of the 1·igltt 
column of allaclc-Proceedings of the l~ft and 
centre columns-Intrepid behaviour of lhe B1·i
tislt at one of tlte bastions-Accidental destruc
tion of t!tat bastion, and heav.lJ loss and 1·epulse 
of the British-American Accounts-Remm·ks 
on si1· GP.o1·ge Prevost's intercepted leLters-Real 
cause of the failure- A me1·ican atrocities at 
Fort-Talbot on Lake E1·ie-Proposal of an ar
mistice by the BTiti.sh commande1·-in-chiej in the 
Canadas-Assent of tlte American goveTnmenl, 
if extended to the wateT-PTompt 1'ejusal of the 
British admiral in the Chesapealce-Agreement 
fm· e.rchange of prisvne1·s of u:ar-lmmediatc 
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disclwrge of .Ame1·ican prisoners-Shameful 
delay in dischm·ging tlw British przsoners~ 
Their suffering state in consequence. 

N 0 sooner had the American army got safe to 
Fort-Erie, than general Ripley, now the com
manding officer, directed the lines of defence to 
be extended, the i(H·t enlarged, aud new batteries 
erected.* With the aid of his engineers, defences 
of abattis, traYerses, intrenchments, and re
doubts, were i nstant]y commenced ; and, from 
the 27th of July until the 2d or 3d of August, 
the troops were employed, night and day, in 
placing the works in a state to sustain the ex
pected, and almost certain attack.* 

After discharging the whole of the sedentary 
111ilitia, general Drummond, as soon as the engi
neer had constructed a temporary bridge across 
the Chippeway, for the carriage of the troops 
and cannon, pushed fonl'a)'(l to invest Fort-Erie; 
Within two miles of which he arrived on the 3d 
of August. Having been joined by the right 
and left wings of De Watteville's, under lieute
nant-colonel Fischer, froltl Kingston, and the 
41st •·egiment, under lientenant.coloue) Tucker, 
frpm the lorts George aud Mississaga, now gar
l'isoned IJy tlte remains (except the light com
Pany) of the 89th, the general's force amounted 
to,- not as l\1 r. Thontson, with ;:m artful 

i1t Sketches of the War, p. 303. 
\'OL, II. .M 
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attempt at exactness, says, '' 535~," but 3150 

men; partly embodied militia. 
The British general, . having approached to 

within about 700 yards of the enemJ 's fort; and, 
having got from fort-George some battering 
pieces, and a se1jeant's party witl~ rockets, com .. 
menced digging intrenchments, and erecting bat
teries, to overcome the powerful defences con
structing on the part of the besieged; while the 
latter, with unceasing alacrity, were renderin~ 
their position hourly more formidable. As to 
t he number of troops within the fort, the most 
studied concealment runs tit rough all the Amep 
rican accounts. Admitting as many as 1000 to 
have been placed hors du cornbat, in their dear
bought" victory" of the 25th, general Riplf\y 
would still have under his command 3000 men ; 
protected by the fort wjthin which they were 
intrenched; by the batteries at Black Rock; and 
by the three armed schooners, Porcupine, Tigress, 

.and Ohio. 
In order to facilitate the attack upon Fort-

El·ie, it became necessary to capture or destro.r 
the Black Rock batteries and armed vessels ; 
to whose heavy flanking- fire the British troops, 
in their advance to the assault, would necessarily 
be exposed. To effect the first of th ese objects, 
lieutenant-colonel Tucker, at the head of six 
companies of the 41st, the light company of 
the 89 th, and two flank companies (n ry weak) 
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of the 104th, regiments, amounting, in all, to 
460 rank and file, crossed the strait, early on 
the morning of the 3d, and landed a short dis
tance below Conejockeda, or Schojeoquady, 
Ct·eel{. * The American force at Black Rock, 
consisted of 240 men of the 1st rifle regiment, 
and a small body of volunteers, under the com
mand of major Morgan; who, having·, by deser
ters, or sonae other means, gained information 
of the intended attack, had taken a position on 
the upper, or south side of the creek, cut away 
the bridge crossing it, and thrown up a breast
Work of logs. Colonel Tucker, with his men, 
advanced to the creek side, with the ·riew of 
repairing the bridge, under cover of his fire. 
''Major Morgan," says Mr. Thomson," did not 
attempt to retard the enemy's advances, until 
he was within rifle-distance, when he opened a 
fire, which proved so destructil'e, that lieutenant
colouel Tucker fell back to the skirt of a neigh
bouring wood, and kept up the contest at long· 
shot. In the mean time, g 'neral Drummond 
threw over reinforcements, and the British de
tachment now amounted to nearly 1200 men."t 
'Ve have already had seYeral specimens of Mr. 
Thompson's powers at bringing up " reinfor<:e
tneuts." In tl1is instance, not a man crossed 
over, except the original party; in which state
l11t!nt we are ~upported by Mr. Thomson's con-

.. , See Plater. t Sketches of the War, p. 30-!. 

l\1 2 
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temporary; and who, much to his credit, has 
not made the British force amount to more than 
'' about 500 regulars."* The plan being de
feated, colonel Tucker re-crossed the strait with 
the loss of25 men killed, wounded, and missing. 
The Americans admit a loss of two privates 
killed; one captain, two lieutenants, and fiye 

privates, wounded. t 
On the 4th of August, brigadier-g·eneral 

Gaines arri,·ed, and took the command of the 
American army, at Fort-Erie. By the 7th, most 
of the traverses about the fort \"rere completed. 
Upon a battery, 25 feet high, situate at Snake 
hill, the southern extremity of the \YOrks, the 
guns were mounted. lletween that and the 
n1ain-worl~s, there were two other batteries, one 
mounting three, and the other, two guns. Til~ 
northern point of the fort had been extended to 
the water; and the Douglass battery, of two 
guns, erected on the bank. The American 
dragoons, infantry, riflemen, and volunteers, 
were encamped between the westem ramparts 
and the water, and the artillery, under major 
Hindman, stationed within the main-works. 
After Mr. Thomson has given this description of 
the new Fort-Erie, and of the garrison within 
it, he tell us, ' 'ery grave 1 y, that the B ri ti!>h were 
'' strongly posted uehiud their works." '' Gc· 
neral Gaines determined,'' proceed~ this writer, 

'» Sketches of the "\Var, p. 304. + lli£t. of the War, p. 259. 
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" to ascertain their l>trcngth, and endeavour, 
if possible, to draw them out. On the 6th, he 
sent majot· Morgan, who had previously been 
transfened from tl1e American shot·e, to pass 
through tile woods intervening uehveen the 
British lines and the fort, and with orders to 
atnuse the enemy's light troops, until his co
lumns should indicate au intention to move: iu 

that event, major Morgan was to retit•e gra
dually, until his corps should ha,·e fallen back, 
Upon a stroug line posted in the plane below 
the fort, to recei\'e the pUJ•suing British troops. 
The object of tltis movement failed; major 
Morgan having encountered und forced the 
enemy's light troops into the lines, with the 
loss of II kiJied, and three wounded and made 
}>l•isoners; hut, notwithstanding he maintained 
his position upwards of two hours, he could not 
~ucceed in drawing forth the main body of the 
British troops. He, thet•efot·e, returned to the 
f-ort, after losing five men killed, and four 
Wounued."* 

Scarcely a shot could have been fired by a 
Patrolling party, but, apparently, reached the 
ears of Mr. Thomson. He details several little 
affairs of the sort ; and, by duly arranging the 
Words:-" A large body of the enemy;''-" rein
forcements;"-" spirited conflict;''-" precipitate 
retreat" of the Britisl1; and "victory," or, if 
unfortunate, simply "retiring," of the Ameri-

'.t< Sketches of the War, p. 305, 
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cans; has compiled abundance of entertainment 
for his American readers. In the only material 
fact which he advances, he has been misinformed. 
"The enemy's line," says he," was protected by 
several block-houses."• On the contrary, at this 
time, there was not, among the British works, even 
an apology for one. Why did he not find •·oom 
for stating, that commodore Chauncey, having 
equipped his second frigate, t and ascertained 
that the British fleet was divided, had been out 
upon the lake, since the first of the month; or, in 
the words of an article from " Batavia, August 
13th," say:-" A considerable reinforcement of 
troops from up the lake joined our army at FOI·t.
Erie, a few days since; and eight or ten hundred 
more are daily expected from that qnarter"?
His reasons will be more obvious, as we proceed. 

Captain Dobbs, of the Charwell, which vessel, 
along with the Netley and others, was lying 
at Fort-George, had come up with a party of 
seamen and marines, for the purpose of attack· 
ing the three American armed schooners, lying 
at anchor close to Fort-Erie. The strength of 
the cunent, and the danger of attempting to 
pass between the batte1·ies at that fort aud 
Black Rock, were no slight difficulties in the w 

plan of operations. The Charwell's seamen 
having brought captain Dobbs's gig, upon their 
shoulders, from Queenstown tofrenchman'screek, 
a distance of 20 miles; the next point was, to get 

*Sketches of tho War, p. 306. t James's Nav. Occ. p. 398· 
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that g·ig, as well as five batteaux which had been 
pt·ocured for the purpose, into Lake Erie. Lieute
nant-colonel Nichol, quarter-master-general of 
the militia. pointed out, and offered to transport 
the boats by, an eight miles' route through the 
woods.* The proposal was acceded to; and, 
at half past seven on the evening of the 11th of 
August, the boats were launched into the lake, 
eight miles above Fort-Erie. In half an hour 
afterwards, captain Dobbs, with his gig and five 
batteaux, containing 75 officers, seamen, and 
marines,-a greater complement of British, by 
one-third, than manned captain Barclay's fleet 
of ships, brigs, and schooners, upon this same 
lake, t-hastened to attack three A 111erican armed 
schooners; whose united complements were 
known to exceed 100 men, and those of no ordi
nary cJass. The gig and two batteaux formed 
one division, under captain Dobbs; the remain
ing three batteaux, the other, under lieutenant 
Radcliffe, of the Netley. The manner in which 
the schooners Ohio and Somers were boarded, 
and carried, by captain Dobbs and his gallant 
ship-mates, is fully expressed in the American 
official account.t Had Mr. Thomson, instead 
of inventing a story of his own, paid due respect 
to lieutenant Conkling's letter, he would not 
have stated, that " the British general furnished 
captain Dobbs, of the royal navy, with a suffi. 

* See Plate I. t James's Naval Occurr. p. 28g, 
t App. No. 34. 
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cient number of troops, to man nine large boats, 
which were completely fitted to attack the three 
schooners, the Somers, Porcupine, and Ohio, 
then lying at anchor off the fort."'*' 1\or would 
he have told the stiH more glaring falsehood, 
that" the Porcupine," against whose comman
der the American lieutenant so justly complains, 
" succeeded in beating them off'."* llad not 
the rapidity of the curnmt, dri,·en the two 
schooners, after their cables had been cut, past, 
and a considerable distance beyond, the Porcu
pine, that vessel ·would have s,hared the fate 
of her two companions. The force of the 
American schooners, jn g·uns, men, and size, 
and the trifling loss on both sides, will be found 
in our naval Yolume.t These t·wo valuable 
prizes were taken to Frenchman's creek; and 
as many of the brave fellows surviving, as we1'e 
not requi"i·ed to remain on board, hastened, with 
their leader, to general Drummond's camp. 

The success of captain Dobbs's daring e.·ploit 

induced general Drummond, on the moming uf 
the 13th, preparatory to the grand as<,au1t upon 
the works at Fort-Erie, to open his batteries; 
which consisted of one long iron, and two short 

brass 24-pounders, one long 18-pounder, one 
24-pound carronade, and a 10-inch mortar. 
Although this cannonade was continued for two 
daJs, the American editors acknowledge n!J 
other casualties than 45 men killed pr wounded. 

* Sketches ofthc W .tr, p. 315. +James's Nav, Occur. p. J!}l. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 169 

EYery arrang·ement having· been made, the 
8th, and De \\'atteviJle's regimeu s, with 
the light companies of the 89th an( 100th 
regiments, and a detachment of artdlt>r."·, the 
·whole column somewhat under 1300 UJen,.., 
anu commaudcd by lieutenant-colonel Fischer, 
of De \'\ atteville's, marched, at two o'c ock on. 
the morning of the 15th of August, from a 
position which they had previously occupied, 
towanls the enemy's intrenchments at Snake 
l•ill. ;\s soon as the head of the column had 
approached the abattis, a heav.'' fire was opened 
ttpon it b~r the American 21st and 23d regi
lllent~, and by oue 18 and two 6-pounders, and 
a 5t-inch hon·itzer, post1·d in a strong redoubt. 
The letter of an American gentleman at Buffi1loe 
describes the onset, thus: " Tl~e erJerny ap
proached, with b::.yonets charged, and guns 
1vit/wut flints, neal'ly surrounded the piquet, 
and pursued them so closely, as to enter the 
ahattis with them, and got in the rear of the 
redoubt.'' " The scaling-ladders were too short, 
<tnd destruction was dealt on e\'et·y side among· 
them." t Mr. Thomson says: " "ith scaling· 
ladders, of ::10 more than 16 feet in length, he 
eould not possibly throw his troops upon a 

attery of about 25 feet high, and his seco·nd 
attempt, equally furious as the first, met with 

* Sketches of the War, p. ~1 09. 

t Washington-city Gazette, Extra. Aug. 18. 
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no better success. Convinced of his inability 
to get possession of the battery, and feeling the 
deadly effects of the incessant showers of grape, 
which were thrown upon him, he determined, 
in his next effort, to pass the point of the abattis, 
by wading breast-deep into the lake, to which 
the works were open. In this attempt, also, he 
was unsuccessful, nearly 200 of his men being 
either killed or drowned, and the remainde•· 
}lrecipitately falling back."* According to 
colonel l:;oischer's report, t it was not intention
ally, but in marching too near the lake, that the 
troops got into the water. The darkness of the 
morning, added to the ig·norance of tl~e way, 
Jnight well entangle the men among the rocl-.s; 
and the incessant showers of grape and mus
ketry, which they had no means of returning, 
threw them into confusion. This alone, without 

.. the insufficiency of the scaling-ladders,-a piece 
of important information, which we gain only 
from the American accounts,-sufficiently ac
counts fot· the entire failure of the attack, made 
by the right British column upon the southern 
extremity of the American works. 

The centre British column, at the head of 
n hich was lieutenant-colonel Drummond, of the 
I04th, consisted of the flank companies of the 
41st, and 104th (the latter reduced to about 80 
men) regiments, and a party of seamen and 

* Sketches of the War, p. 309. t A pp. No. 36. 
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":Jarines, in all,-not as Mr. Thomson says, 
'' 700,"* but 190 rank and file. The ]eft column, 
under the command of lieutenant-colonel Scott, 
of the ·103d regiment, was composed of that 
regiment, 500 strong, supported by the flank 
companies of the royal Scots, mustering, altoge
ther, not "800,"* but 6.50 rank and file. As 
the proceedings of these two columns are much 
more fully detailed in the American, than iu 
the British account, we shall transcribe nearly 
the whole of the fonner, deferring to the conclu
sion, our own remarks upon such inacctuacies as 
it may coutain. 

" The attack from the centre and ]eft co
lumns," says 1\'lr. Thomson,'' was 1·eservetl unti l 
the contest became very animated between 
colonel Fischer's column, and the troops upon 
the left. From the line of defences, between 
the Douglass battery and the fort, and from 
tlwse in front of the garrison, lieutenant-general 
Drummond supposed reinforcements would be 
d rawn to the aid of the southem extremity of 
t he works; and, with this view, had given greater 
·tt·ength to his right, than to his other columns, 
and intended to avail himself of the consequent 
weakened state, of the north and south-east 

ngles ofthe American post. The piquet being· 
driven in, the approach of lieutenant-colonel 

~ Sketches of the-W~r, p. ~10. 
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Drummond was heard from the ravine, and 
colonel Scott's column at the same time ad
vanced along the ma1·gin of the water. From 
the salient bastion of the fort, captain ·williams 
immediately opened his fire upon the centre 
column, whilst the app1·oach of colonel Scott 
was attempted to be checked hy the Doug·lass 
hatter.v, and captains Boughton and Harding's 
New York and Pennsylvania volunteers, on its 
right; the 9th infantry, under captain Foster, 
on its left ; and a 6-pounder, planted at that 
point, under the mana3·cmcnt of colonel M 'Ree. 
At ;)0 yards distance from the line, the enemy's 
left column made a momentary pause, and in
stantly recoiled from the fire of the cannon and 
mu~ketry. But the ceutre column, having ad,. 
"·anced upon every assailable point of the fort, 
in defiance of the rapid and heavy discharges of 
the artillery, and having- ascended the parapet, 
by means of a large number of scaling-ladders, 
its officers called out to the line, extending to 
the lake, to desist firing ;-an artifice ·which suc
ceeded so we11, that the Douglass battery, and 
the infantry, supposing the order to proceed 
from the garrison, suspended their fire, until the 
deception was discovered. The left column, iu 
the mean time, rcco\·ered from its confusion, 
and was led up to a sec.ond charg-e, from which 
it was again repulsed, before it had an opportu-
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nity of planting 1 he scaling·-ladders, and with 
the Joss of its commander, and upwards of one
thit·d of it-s men. 

" Whilst the second attempt was in ope1·ation~ 
1he centre column was, with great difficulty, 
thrown back from the salient bastion; and the 
troops within the fort were quickly reinforced 
from general Ripley's IJrigadc, and genend 
Porter's volunteers. l3nt, Iieutenant-co]OJI(•I 
Drummond, actuated by a determination (not 
to be overcome by a single repulse) to force an 

t>ntnmce into the ganison, and momentarily f'X

pecting the reserve to be ordered up by the 1ieu
tenant-genet·aJ, returned to tlae assault a secoml 

and a third time. Uy the gallant efforts, how
ert>r, of majot· Hindman and his artillery, and 
the inf~tntry detachment of major Trimble, he 
Was, each time, more signally repul~ed than 
before; and colonel Scott's column having 
Witltdrawn from the action, upon the fall of it~ 
leader, lieutenant Douglass was busily engaged 
in giving such a direction to the guns of his 
hattery, as to cut off the communication be
tween Drummond's column, and the resen'e of 
lieutenant-colonel Tucker, The new bastions 

hich had been commcuccd for the enlargement 
of the old Fort Erie, not l.,eing yet completed, 
the only opposition whicl1 could be giren to the 
enemy's approaches upon those points, was by 
tneans of small arms. The batteries of cal)tain 

J. . 
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Biddle and captain Fanning (formerly l;oon
taine's) in the works intervening between Tow
son's battery and the fort, were therefore opened 
upon the enemy with great Yivacity, and his 
advances from the plane frequently checked by 
those gallant and meritorious officers. 

'' After this third repulse, lieutenant-colonel 
Drummond, taking advantage of the darkness 
of the morning, and ef the heavy columns of 
smoke, which concealed all objects from tlie 
view of the garrison, moved his troops silently 
round the ditch, repeated his charge, and re .. 
ascended his ladders with such ' velocity, as to 
gain footing on tlte parapet, before any effectual 
opposition could be made. Being in the very 
midst of his men, he directed them to charge 
,·igorously with their pikes and bayonets, and 
to show no quarter to any yielding soldier of the· 
g:;trnson. This order was executed with the 
utmost rapidity, and the most obstinare previous 
parts of the engagement, formed no kind of 
parallel to the violence and desperation of the 
present conflict. Not all the efforts of major 
Hindman and his command, nor major Trim
ble's infantry; 11or a lletaclunent of riflemen 
under captain Birdsall, who had posted himself 
in the ravelin, opposite the gateway of the fort, 
could dislodge the determined and intrepid 
enemy from the bastion; though the deadly 
effects of their fire prevented his approaches 
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beyond it. It was now in his entire possession. 
The loss of their leader, colonel Drummond, did 
not check the impetuosity of the enemy's 
troops, and they continued the use of their pikes 
and small arms until the day broke, and repulsed 
several furious charges made upon them by 
detachments of the garrison. The approach of 
day-light enauled both parties to g~ve a more 
-certain direction to theit· fire. The artillerists 
had already severely suffered; but, with those 
that remained, and a reinforcing detachment of 
infantry, majot· Hindman renewed his attempts 
to drive the Britsih 41st and 104th from the 
bastion. Captain Birdsall, at the same moment, 
drawing out his riOemen from the ravelin, 
rushed through the gateway into the fort, and 
joining in the charge, received an accidental 
Wound from one of his own men, just as the 
attack failed. Detachments from the 1st bri
gade, under captain Forster, \Yere then intro
duced ovet· the interior bastion, to the assistance 
of major Hindman; these detachments were to 
charge at a different point of the salient, or 
exterior bastion, 'il.nd were ltandsomely led on 
by captain Forster, and the assistant inspector
general, major Hal]. This charge also failed; 
the passage up the bastion not being wide 
enough to admit more than three men abreast. It 
Was frequently, however, repeated; and, though 
it sometimes occasioned mnch slaug-hter among 
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the enemy's infantr·y, was invariably repulsed. 
By the operations of the artillery, from a derni
bastion in the fort, and the continual blaze of 
fire from the small-arms, added to the effects of 
the repeated cha•·ges, the enemy's column, being· 
considerably cut up, and_ many of its principal 
officers wounded, began to recoil; which, being 
observed by the besieged party, and the contest 
having entirely subsided on the left flank of the 
works, reinforcements w·ere brought up from 
that point, and many of the enemy's troops, iu 
a few moments, thrown from the bastion. 

" The British reserve wa., now expected to 
come up: the guns at the Douglass battery had 
by this time been turned so as to enfilade that 
column in its approach; captain Fanning was 
already playing upon the enemy with great 
effect; and captain Biddle was ordered to post 
a piece of artillery, so as to enfilade the salient 
glacis. This piece was sened with uncommon 
Yivacit_v, notwithstanding captain Biddle had 
been severely wounded in the &boulder. All 
these preparations being made for an effectual 
operation upon the enemy's remaining column, 
and from the dreadful carnag-e which had aheady 
taken place, it was scarcely supposed that he 
would coutinue ~he assault much longer. But 
3 or 400 men of the reserve, were about to rush 
upon the parapet to the assi&tance of those 
recoiling·, wht~n a tremendous and dreadful 
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explosion took place, under the platform, which 
canied away the bastion, and all who happened 
to be upon it. The enemy's reserve immediately 
fell back, and in a short time the contest termi· 
nated in the entire defeat of the assailants, who 
returned with the shattered columns to their 
encampment. On rctit·ing from the assault~ 

according· to the report of general Gaines, the 
British army left upon the field 222 kiJled, 
among whom were 14 officers of distinction; 
174 wounded ; and 186 prisoners, making a 
total of 582. Others, who were slightly wounded, 
had been carried to their works. The official 
account of Jieutenant-general Drummond does 
not acknowledge ~o Jarge a number in killed, 
hut makes the aggregate Joss much greater. 
His adjutant-general reported, .57 killed; 309 
Wounded ; and .539 missing·-in aU 90.5. t The 
Americau loss amounted to 17 kilJed ; 56 wound
ed; and one lieutenant, who was thrown over 
the parapet, whi e defending the bastion, and 
lo privates, prisoners ;-in all 84 men."* 

\\ e are certainly much indebted to the writer 
\\'ho furnished Mr. Thomson with this very 
full account. '' The tremendous and dreadful 
expJosion, which canied away the bastion, and 
all who happened to be upon it," and which, it 
is believed, was merely accidental, as satisfac
torily explains, why the attack failed upon the 

L rig·ltt and centre, as the want of flints, and the 

*Sketches of the War, p. 312. + App. No. 37. 
VOJ,. II. N 
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shortness of the scaling-ladders, upon the left; 
of the American works at Fort-Erie. If the 
" llritish 41st and 104th," as whole regiments, 
could extort a compliment for what; they were 
supposed to have done, what would the Ameri
cans have said, had they known, that '' th~ 
determined and intrepitl enemy," who could 
not be dislodged from the bastion, were the 
flank-companies only of those regiments, assisted 
by a party of seamen and marines,'~~' the whole 

numbering but 190 rank and file? 
By an unaccountable inadvertency, Mr. Thom

son has overlooked the statement he gave of 
the British force, just previous to the attack. 
We then had, he says, " 5352 men." Let 
us see how he disposes of this force at the 
time of the assault. Colonel Fischer's column 
l1e states at 1300, colonel Dl'llmmond's, at 700, 
and colonel Scott's, at 800, in all, 2800; leaving 
2.532 men, for the resen·e, which consisted, 
he says, of " the royals, another part of De 
\Vatteville's regiment, the Glcngariaus, an(l 
the incorporated militia, under lieutenant· 
colonel Tucker." 1" Taking the outside of all 
the American estimates of the detailed parts of 
this reserve, we cannot make it amount to more 
than 1200 men ;-what then become of the 
remaining 1352? The fact is, the reserve 
amounted to 1000 men only; and consisted of 
the battalion-companies of the royal Scots, si" 

\J All wounded, App. No. 35. +Sketches of the War, p. 308. 
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companies of the 41st, the Glengarry regiment, 
and the incorporated militia. So that the Bri
tish force engaged in the assault upon Fot·t-Erie, 
did not exceed 2140 men. 

In general Gaines's first lettet·, not a word 
appears about the "tt·emendous and dreadful 
explosion." The bastion, says the American 
general, " was regained at the point of the 
uayonet." ,, We wish, for his sake, that we had 
his second letter to refer to. At all events, l\1r. 
O'Connor, who professes to compile " carefully 
ft·om official documents," is equally silent about 
the explosion ; declaring, to the same effect as 
the general, that " the bastion was re-taken by 
the greatest display of courage and exertion."t 
May not such a catastrophe, as the Llowiug 
into the air of~ according· to an American letter
Writer, " 200 Britisb,'' have merited the no
tice, if not have awakened the sympathy, of the 
r·c\·erend Dr. Smith ? Het·e follows his who!e 
account:-" General Drummond, on the 15th 
of August, attempted to storm the fort, but \Vas 
repulsed with the loss of 600 men, one-half of 
whom were slain. The assault, and defence 
were of the same desperate character with 1he 
battles of Chippeway and Niagara; and could 
not fail to inspire the Britil>h officers and sol
diers, with hig-h ideas of the di scipline and 
courage of the American army.'':j: Yet, when 

* App. No. 38. t History of the War, p. 260. 
~ History of the United States, Vol. 1 II. p. 313. 

,;2 
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200 Americans, along with general Pike, were 
blown up at the capture of Vorl{, doctor Smith 
could find room to tell us, that they were "teni
bly mangled;"* and Mr. O'Connor himself 
there gave a very circumstantial account of the 
'~ tremendous explosion ." t Two short extracts 
from Mr. O'Connor's book will shew, that he was 
almost as much ''gladdened" as general Gaines, 
at our discomfiture before Fort-Erie. " The 
assault," says he, " was of that desperate nature, 
that was calculated to rub away the stains of 
forme1· defeats, to resuscitate the siuking charms 
of an assumed invincibility, and save the B1·itish 
general from contempt, and perhaps disgrace.'' 
-" The invincibles were, however, destined to 
experience another defeat:; and the Americans 
added another wreath to the laurels, with which 
they were already so plentifully blessed." t 

According to some letters from sir George 
Prevost to lieutenant-general Drummond, which 
were intercepted by the Americans, and after
wards published in all the joumals, both Ame
rican and British, the lieutenant-general was 
blamed for making the attack; sir George adding: 
"It is not in reproach of its failure that l observe 
to you, that night-attacks made with heavy 
troops, are, in my opinion, ,·ery objectionable.'' 
How far this may be the case, we will not pretend 
to decide ; but we think there appears, in both of 

* History of the United States, Vol. III. p. 230. 

+History of the War, P• 83. t lbiJ.I . p. 260._ 
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s;r George's letters, thou;5·h somewhat obscurely 
expressed, sufficient to account for the '' hesita
tion" and'' consternation'' of the right column. 
In one letter, he says, a1luding to De Watteville's 
1·egiment:" I am told they were deprived of theit· 
flints." In the other, he says:" It is to be inferred, 
from lieutenant-colonel Fischer's report, and 
your statement, that the right column was not 
sufficiently prPpared for the obstacles it had to 
surmount, in attaining the point of attack."
\\7hat can this mean, but that the scaling-ladders 
were too short ? And yet neither general Drum
mond's, nor colonel Fischet·'s, official report 
contains a word about scaling-ladders; nor, 
indeed, in the p1·esent shape of those letters, any 
thing from which an inference can be drawn, 
"that the right column was not sufficiently pre
pared for the obstacles it had to surmount." 
Had the British right possessed the means of 
scaling the works, the enemy's right would not 
have been :-so strongly reinforced, nor colonel 
Drummond's column been delayed at the fatal 
bastion; and, consequently, the assault upon 
Fort-Erie, although " performed in the dark," 
would have been crowned with success. 

The Americans will not allow us to give an 
uninterrupted detail of open and honorable 
warfare. Among several petty outrages upon 
private property, one that occurred on Lake 
Erie is too heinous to pass unnoticed. On the 
16th of August, a party of about 100 American 
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and Indians landed at Port-Talbot on that lake; 
and robbed 50 heads of families of all their 
l10rses, and of every article of household fumi
ture, and wearing apparel, belonging to 
them. The number of individuals who were 
thus thrown naked and de~titute upon the world, 
amounted to 49 men, 37 women,-three of the 
latter, and two of the former, nearly 70 years 
of age,-and 148 children. A great many of 
the more respectable inhabitants were not only 
robbed, but carried off as prisoners: among 
them, a member of the hou e of a. sembly, Mr. 
Barnwell, though ill of the fe\ei· and ague. An 
authenticated account of this most atrocious 
proceeding, delivered in by colonel Talbot, the 
owner of the settlement, stands upon the records 
of the " Loyal and Patriotic Society of Cpper 
Canada;'' yet not a whisper on the subject 
has escaped any one American historian. 

Early in the spring· of 1814, when general 
Winder left Quebec for the United States, on 
his parole, he was understood to be the bearer, 
from sir George Prevost, of another proposition 
fol· an armjstice. The American government 
very gladly published the fact; if only to show 
to the world, who was the first to cry out. At the 
same time, the annoyance felt from the British 
fleet in the Chesapeake, which was not, like the 
rirer St. Lawrence, shut up during the winter 
months, rendered desirable, a cessation of 
hostilities by water, as well as land. A flao· of 
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truce was, therefore, despatched to the British 
admiral, to know if he had authority to extend 
the armistice in the manner required. Sir 
Alexander Cochrane very readily answered,
that he had been sent out to fight, not to nego
tiate; and thus the affitir ended. 

Prcvwus to general Winder's departure from 
Quebec, a convention was entered into between 
him and colonel Baynes, the adjutant-general 
of th~ Canadas, and, on the 15th of April, con
firmed by sir Geo•·ge Prevost; stipulating, that 
all prisoners of war, except the hostages then in 
detention, should be mutually exchanged and 
delivered up, with an convenient expedition, so 
as to be able to serve, and carry arms, on the 15th 
of the ensuing· May. In immediate fulfilment of 
our part of the agreement, all American prisoners 
in Canada and Nova Scotia ·were released from 
confinement; and many of the officers were actu
ally engaged in the battles of July and August, 
upon the Niagara-frontier. This agreement for 
a mutual exchange was hailed with joy by the 
British officers and privates, taken on Lake Erie, 
and at the battle of the Moravian-town; and 
who were !)till eking out their days in l~rankfort 
penitentiary,~ and other prisons in the western 
country. So shamefully, however, did the 
American government behave on the occa
sion, that these poor fellows, who had been 
so long and so rigorously confined, were not 

* See Y ol. I. p. 21)8, 
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allowed to march from their respective pri
sons, till long after the period when they 
ought to have been again under arms in the 
service of their countt·y. And even when they 
did get away, they were not taken to the most 
contiguous British port, but marched througtt 
the state of Ohio, during the sickly season, to 
Sandusky, by far the most unhealthy spot of 
any upon the North-American lakes. When 
there, no vessel was ready to receive them; 
although the American journalists were still 
boasting, that they had our fleet', and their own 
too, upon this very lake. While waiting· at San
dusky for a conveyance, nearly all the officers and 
men became ill of, and many fell victims to, 
the prevailing disease, ot· lalce-feveT. At last, 
towards the end of August, came a small trans
port; which took on board a portion of the 
sufferers, and landed them at Long-Point. We 
are often told how active the Americans are upon 
the water, and what quick trips they can make 
betwixt ports on the ocean. Unfortunately, 
none of this activity was displayed in trans
porting the British prisoners across Lake Erie ; 
for the last division did not arrive at Long-Point, 
till the middle of October. The few survivors 
were but the shadows of what they had been : 
all l1ad contracted disease; many died after their 
arrival in Canada; and scarcely a man of the 
remainder was again fit for active service. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Determination of the United States to 1·eposscss 
Fort-il!Jicltiiimacinac-Britislt reinforcement sent 
to tlte garrison-Perils of the voyage across Lalcc 
Huron-Arrival of tlte reinfm·cernent in safety 
-E.rpedition from JJ-1icltilimacinac to Pmirie 
dtt Chien, on the Mississippi-Its arrival oppo-. 
site thejoTt-Repulse of a heavy Ame1·ican gun
boat-/:Jun·ender of the post to the B1·itish
Ame·rican e.r:pedition to Lake l-IU1·on-Sitameful 
pToceedings of the Americans at St. Mmy's fatls 
-Reduced state cif the garrison at .Micltilimaci
nac-Attack upon that post by the American 
fleet and troops- Thei1· 1·epulse and ret1·eat
D estruction by the Amo·icans of a small block

house and vessel at Naitawassaga- Departure 
of the American commodore to Lake E?·ie
Boal-expedition against the United States' sclwo
ners Scorpion and Tigress, left to blockade JYlichi
limacinac-Capture of both schooners, and obtain- • 
ment cif the command of Lake Huron. 

THE recovery of Fort-Michilimacinac* had 
long· been seriously contemplat~d by the Arne

* See Vol. I. p. 56, 
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rican government; and, but for the lateness of 
the season when the command of Lake Erie, and 
the expulsion of the British from the shores of 
the Detroit, had opened the way for an expedi· 
tion to Lake Huron, the second north-western 
campaign would not have been allowed to close, 
till that object had been accomplished. On the 
other hand, the necessity of retaining a post, so 
favorably situated, in the hands of an enemy, for 
annoying the north-western trade, seems early to 
have pressed itself upon sir George Prevost's mind; 
and, in the beginning of April, a small rein
forcement, placed under the orders of that active 
and zealous officer, lieutenant-colonel M'Douall, 
was forwarded, by a back route, to the little 
garrison at Michilimacinac. 

On the 22d of April, this reinforcement, con
sisting of a company of the royal Newfoundland 
regiment, ·with two or three o and 3-pounders ; 
a few Canadian volunteers; and a lieutenant, 
and 2.2 subordinate officers and seamen, of the 
Lake Ontario squadron, altogether under 90 

men, departed, in ~4 batteaux, deeply laden 
with provisions and military stores, from Natta .. 
wassaga creek, on Lake Huron. Not the most 
experienced navigator of the ocean can form 
an idea of the storms that rage, and the perils 
that are to be encountered, upon the larger 
North-American lakes; especially, in the winter 
season, when immense fields of ice overspread 
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the surface; and when the intensity of the 
cold can ~carcely be endured by the hardiest 
ft·ame. On the 18th of May, after a boister
ous passage of 25 days, 19 of them a con
tinued struggle with the elements, the little 
expedition, with the loss of one batteaux only, 
but uot of her crew or lading·, arrived in safety 
at Michilimacinac. The conduct of both offi
cers and men, in this hazar(lous enterprise, of 
which 1 he difficulties and dangers were of the 
tnost discouraging hnd, cannot he sufficif'ntly 
praised. 'Their arrival was greeted by the 
garrison with the liveliest joy ; and colonel 
M' Douall instautly set about stre_ngthening his 
post, in order to meet the expected attack from 
the formidable fleet of Lake Erie. 

Soon aftet· colonel M 'Douall's ani val, a 
hody of westem Indians, under Mr. Dixon, 
joined the garrison; and others kept flocking to 
the fort, in sufficient numbers by the end of 
June, to warrant an expedition against the late 
Indian post of Prairie du Chien, on the Missis
sippi, distant about 1400 miles from its mouth, 
.and 450 from Michilimacinac; and which had, 
since the 2d of the month, been taken possession 
of by an American force, under general Clark, 
from St. Louis, on the Missouri. A St. Louis 
newspaper-editor, after declaring the seizure of 
this defenceless post to have been a " hazardoui 
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enterprise," proceeds thus: " Every attention 
was directed to the erection of a temporary place 
calculated for defence: 60 rank and file of major 
Taylor's company of the 7th regiment, under 
command of lieutenant Perkin~, took possession 
of the house formerly occupied by the old Mac
kinaw company, and a new fort was progr·essing, 
on a most commanding· spot, when the governor 
left the Prairie. The farms of Prairie du Chien 
are in high cultivation, 2 or 300 barrels of flour 
may be made this season, besides a quantity of 
corn. Horses and cattle are in abundance. Two 
of the lar·ge~t boats were left under· the command 
of aide de camp Kennely, and captains SulliraH 
and Vieser, whose force amounts to 135 dauntless 
youngfellows from this country. The regulars, 
under lieutenant Perkins, are stationed on shore; 
and are assisted by the volunteers, in the erec
tion of the new fort." All this preparation 
proves the post of Prairie du Chien to have been 
of some consequence, and gives proportionate 
importance to the expedition sent to attempt 
its reduction. The detachment for that service 
consisted of Michigan fencibles, Canadian volun
teers, and officers of the Indian detachment, 
numbering, altogether, 150; one serjeant of 
artillery with a 3-pounder field-piece, and 500 
Indians, the whole commanded by lieutenant
colonel M'Kay, of the Michigan fencibles. 
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The route was down Green bay 'and Fox river; 
near to the confluence of which with the Missis~ 
sippi, the post of Prairie du Chien was situate. 

On the 17th of July the barges arrived in 
frout of the village, behind which, on a com~ 
111anding eminence, was the fort, containing two 
block-houses, and mounting·, besides swivels, 
one 3 and one 6-pounder. In the middle of the 
river was stationed a very large gun-boat, of 70 
feet keel, named the Governo•· Clark, mounting 
14 pieces of cannon, some 6 and 3-pounders, the 
remainder cohorns; and manned with 70 or 
80 men, fully armed. This floating block
house is described to have been so constructed, 
as to be rowed in any direction, and to enable 
the crew to use their own small-am1s, while they 
remain perfectly sheltered from those of aq 
enemy.':. Against this formidable gun-boat, 
colonel M•Kay, on the afternoon of his arrival, 
having in vain summoned the fort to surrender, 
directed his 3-pounde•·; which was so ably 
served, that, in three hours, the " dauntless 
fellows" on board the Governor Clark cut her 
cable, and dropped down the current, out of 
•·each of further annoyance. Colonel lVl'KaJ 
had now to reduce the fort, with his remaining 
aix round shot, (inc uding three of the enemy's, 
Which had. been picked up,) and with such leaden 
bullets as his party could make. Having pre~ 

* App. No. 39. 
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pared every thing, and being about to put the 
first ball into the 3-pounder, a flag was hung 
out from the fort; and the Amet·ican garrison, 
numbering 61 combatants, each posse~sed of a 
stand of anus, surrendet·ed as prisoners of war.* 
Great credit is due to colonel M'Kay, and the 
whole of the white persons with him, as well 
for theit· proceedings against the enemy, as for 
their active and successful exertions, in pre
l'enting· the Indians, although so numerous, 
from plundt•ring the prisoners, or the inhabi
tants of the place. Neither the dislodgement 
of the Americans from Prait·ie du Chien, nor the 
aftair between the Indians and the American 
armed barges, ascending the Mississipi, de
tailed in colonel M'Kay's letter,* is noticed in 
any American history that we have seen. 

Unexpected difficulties in ascending the straits 
of St. Chir, with large vessels, had delayed, 
until the 12th of July, the arri,•al, at fort 
Gatroit, near the foot of Lake Huron! of the 
American exp('dition against Michilimacinac. 
The vessels were the Niagara, St. lawrence, and 
Caledonia b.rigs, and the s~orpion and Tigress, 
schooners, mPasuriug, altogether, 1170 tons ; 
and \\hose united strength, when employed as 
part of the force against captain Barclc-~y's fleet, 
amounted to 46 heavy guns, and. 420 men:r 
The troops that were at present on hoard, con-

* App. No. 39. 

+ James's Nav. Occur. p. 286-·95. 
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1isted, as far as we can gather from the American 
accounts, of 740 rank and file, under the com
mand of lieutenant-colonel Croghan. 

On the 20th of July, the American fleet cast 
anchor off the old, and then abandoned, military 
post at the island of St. Joseph ; the few houses 
upon which, a party was sent on shore to destroy. 
That sel'vice pe.-formed, a detachment of infantry 
and artillery, numbe1·ing about 280 rank and 
file, and commanded by major Holmes, of the 
32d regiment, embarked in the barges of the 
fleet, under the directions of lieutenant Turner, 
of the United States' navy; and proceeded up 
the St. Mary's strait, to the north-west com
pany's settlement at the falls; where, as neither 
troops nor Indians were present, the A.mericans 
landed, on the 23d, without the slig·htest oppo
sition. 

The few inhabitants of the place were, at this 
time, employed in fishing, or in haym::tking, 
and other husbandry concerns ; but their peace
able demeanor and innocent a,·ocations only 
exposed them the more to the brutal rage of 
major Holmes and liis party. Some of the acts 
of the Americans at St. Mm·y's will not bear 
l'Pcital: sullice it, that they not only destroyed 
the whole of . the property belonging to the 
north-west company which had not been pre
''ious1y removed, including their houses, stores, 
and vessels; but killed their cattlt>, carried off, 
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as prisoners, several of the engagees, tore down 
the defences, destroyed the gardens, pilfered the 
furnitm·e, and, in some instances, the cloaths 
from even the childrens' backs. 

Mt·. Thomson is very brief, and doctor Smith 
quite silent, upon the business at St. 1\'lary's : 
not so Mr. O'Connor. He admits the .seizure of 
the north-west company's property, but agrees 
with major Holmes, in considering, that "it wa~ 
good prize, by the maritime law of nations, as 
recognized in the English courts ;" as well as 
because the company's agent, " Johnson, acted 
the infamous part of a traitor; having been a 
citizen and magistrate of the Michigan ten·itory, 
bdore the war, and at its commencement, 
and now discharging the functions of magistrate 
under the British government."• The proprie
tors of the tobacco, captured by the British in 
the Chesapeake, will uot thank Mr. O'Connor, 
for-thus admitting, that m ercltandize, on shore 
as well as a- float, is " good prize ;" nor wi 11 the 
American government be well pleased with his 
unqualified avowal, that the " part of a traitor" 
can be at all " infamous." Lieutenant Turuer, 
in a letter to captain Sinclair, follows up his 
account of the destruction of the north-west 
company's goods, " amounting in value to from 
50 to 100000 dollars," with:-'' All private 
property was, according to JOur orders, 
respected." He thu i> , cleverly enough, marks 

.;-, History of the War. p. 254. 
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the distinction between the company's, or 
'' Jndian goods," and "private property;" and, 
at the same time, hopes to free the naval part 
of the expedition to St. Mary's, from any con• 
cern iu the enormities that were committed 
there. 

The absence of the detachment of militia and 
Indians under colonel M 'Kay, and of lieutenant
Worseley and his seamen, who had proceeded to 
Nattawassaga in the north-west company's 
~chooner 1\ancy, for a fresh supply of provi. 
sions for the gan·ison, reduced colonelM'DouaU's 
force to 190 regulars, militia, and Jndians, with. 
a 3 and 6-pounder, but no artillery-officer to. 
direct the use of them. On the 26th of July, 
commodore Sinclair's fleet appeared off the 
island Lo reconuoitre; but no attempt was made 
to di.sembark the troops till the morning of the 
4th of August. The vessels then anchored 
close to the beach, c:tt Dowsman's farm, situate 
at the bacl- of the island ; a spot that had been 
pointed out by one of the old residents of the 
place. The ground was cleared in ft·ont, and 
forn1ed a g·entle slope, which enabled the vessels, 
by thei•· gmpe and cauister, to cover the landing· 
of tl1e troops, in the most effectual manner. 
Colonel M'Douall posted his little force in a 
ve,·y masterly manner, and repulsed every effort 
of the Americans to approach the fort.* Cap-

* App. No. 40. 
VOL, II. 0 
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tain Sinclair gives the following account of his 
reception :-" Michilimacinac is, by nature, a 
perfect Gibraltar, being a high inaccessible rock 
on every side, except the west; from which, to 
the heights, you have nearly two miles to pass 
throug·h a wood, so thick, that our men were 
shot in every direction, and within a few yards 
of them, without being able to see the Indians 
who did it; and a height was scarcely gained, 
before there was another within 50 or 100 yards 
commanding it, where breastworks were erected 
and cannon opened on them. Several of these 
were chat·ged, and the enemy driven from them; 
but it was soon found, the further our troops 
advanced, the stronger the enemy became, and 
the weaker and more bewildered out· force were. 
Several of the commanding officers were picked 
out, and killed or wounded by the savages, 
without seeing any of them. The men were 
getting lost, and falling· into confusion, natural 
under such circumstances; which demanded an 
immediate retreat, or a total defeat and general 
massacre must have ens qed. Thi~ was conducted 
in a masterly manner by colonel Croghan, who 
had lost the aid of that valuab]e, and ever-to~ 
be lamented officer, major Holmes, who, with 
captain Van Horl}, was killed by the Indians.'' 
Mr. O'Connor informs us, that it was the death 
of major Holmes and captain Desha, that " threW 

that part of the line into confusion, from which 
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it was found impossible to recover it;" and 
that lieutenant Morgan brought up a light 
piece, to relieve the left, which was suffering 
from a galling fire. The Americans retreated 
to their shipping·, on the same evening, in 
the utmost haste and confusion;* which, as 
all that were alive and well got clear off, 
was certainly " in a masterJy manner." Seven
teen of their dead were left on the ground ; and 
the loss, on our part, was only one Indian 
killed. As there were but 50 Indians upon the 
island; and, as few, ifany, could approach from 
the main, while the American shipping lay off, 
captain Sinclair paid no very high compliment 
to the '' hero of Sandusky," and his 5 or 600 
troops, in ascribing the retreat to the dread of 
'' a general massacre." Mr. Thompson, how
ever, declares that the Indians alone " exceeded 
the strength of colonel Croghan's detachment ;" 
and that this " intrepid young officer" was 
compelled to withdraw his forces, after having 
sustained a loss of 66 killed, wounded, and 
missi~g. t 

Having obtained intelligence that lieutenant 
Worseley, with the Nancy schooner, was at Nat
tawassaga, oaptain Sinclair, first despatching 
the St. Lawrence and Caledonia brigs, "ith a 
portion of the troops, to co-operate with the 

• App. No. 40. 
t Sketches of the War, p.!SO. 

0 ~ 
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American army at Fort-Erie, proceeded with 
the remainder, amounting, including the crew 
of the Niagara, to " 450 souls,"*' to attack a 
post deemed far less difficult of reduction, than 
the " Gibraltar," from which he and colonel 
Croghan had just been repulsed. The Nancy 
was lying· about two miles up the Nattawassaga, 
under the protection of a block-house, situate 
on the south-east side of the ri,·er, which here 
runs parallel to, and forms a narl'ow peninsula 
with, the shore of Gloucester bay. This enabled 
captain Sinclair to anchor his vt.ssels within good 
battering distance of the block-house. A spirited 
cannonade was kept up between the latter, where 
a 6-pounder was mounted, (besides two 24-pound 
carronades on the g-rounu,) and the three Ame
rican vessels outside, composed of the l\iagara, 
mounting eig·hteen32-pound carronades, and t-wo 
long 12-pounders, and the Tigress and Scorpion, 
mounting, between them, one long 12, and two 
long 24-pounders. In addition t:> this force, a 
5k inch howitzer, "ith a suitable detachment of 
artillery, had been landed on the peninsula. 
Against these 24 pieces of cannon, and upwards 
of 500 men, were opposed, one piece of cannon, 
and 23 officers and !>eamen. Further resistance 
was in vain; and, just as lieutenant 'Yorseley 
had prevared a train, leading to the Nancy from 
the block-house, one of the enemy's shells burst 

~ Captain Sinclair'M letter, of date, September 3. 
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111 the latter, and both the block-house and the 
vessel were pt·esently blown up. Lieutenant 
Worseley and his men escaped in their boat 
up the 1·iver; and, fortunately, the whole of 
the north-west company'R richly laden canoes, 
bound across the lake, escaped, also, into French 
river. After having thus led to the destruction 
of a vessel, which the American commander had 
the modesty to describe as-" his Britannic 
majesty's schoonet· Nancy,"-captain Siuclair 
departed for Lake Erie ; leaving the Tig·ress and 
Scorpion to blockade the .Nattawassaga, and, 
as that was the only route by which supplies 
could be readily forwal'(led, starve the garrison 
of Michiljmacinac into a surrendel'. 

After remaining at their station fot· a few days, 
the two American schooners took a trip to the 
neighbourhood of St. Joseph's. Here they were 
discovered, on the 25th of August, by some 
Indians on their way to Michilimacinac. On 
the 31st, lieutenant Worseley and his men arrived 
at the garrison; bringing inteJligence that the 
two sclwoners "ere five leagues apart. An im
mediate attempt to effect theit· capture was, 
therefore, resolved upon; and, on the evening 
of the lst of September, lieutenant Wo1·seley, 
and his party, composed of midshipman Dob
son, one gunner's mate, and 17 seamen, re
embarked in thei1· boat; and lieutenant Bulger, 
of thf' royal Newfoundland regiment, along with 
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two lieutenants, two serjeants, six corporals, and 
50 rank and file, of his own corps, one hospital
mate, one bombardier and one gunner of the 
royal artillet·y, with a 3 and 6-poundet·; major 
Dickson, superintendent of Indian affairs, four 
others of the Indian department, and three 
Indian chiefs, making a total of 92 persons, 
embarked on board three other boats. It was 
sun-down on the 2d, before the boats arrived at 
the Detour, or entrance of St. Mary's str<~.it; and 
not till the next day, that the exact situation 
of the enemy's vessels became known. At six 
o'clock that evening, the boats pulled for the 
nearest vessel, ascertained to be at anchor about 
six miles off. A body of Indians, which had 
accompanied ~he expedition from Michilirnaci
nac, remained three miles in the rear; aud, at 
nine o'clock, the schooner appeared in sight. 
The latter, as soon as she discovered the boats., 
which was not till they had approached within 
100 yards of her, opened a smart fire from her 
long 24-pounder and musketry. The boats, 
however, advanced rapidly; and, two boarding 
her on each side, carried, in five minutes, the 
United States' schooner Tigress, of one long 
24-pounder, on a pivot-carriage, and '28 officers 
and men.'*' The British loss was, two seamen 
killed; lieutenant Bulger, and four or five sol
diers and seamen, wounded. The American 

* National lntelligencer, J~ly 29, 1815. 
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loss, three men, including· one or two officers, 
wounded. 

On the morning of the 11th, the prisoners were 
sent in one of the boats, under a guard, to 
Michilimacinac; and preparations were made 
to attack the other schooner, which was under~ 
stood to be at anchor 15 miles further down. 
Lieutenant Bulger, in his letter,* describes the 
arrangement that was made; and which resulted 
in the capture of the United States' schooner 
Scorpion, manned with 30 officers and men ; • 
and carrying one long 24, and, in her hold, 
one long 12-pounder. Her loss amounted to 
two killed, and two wounded ; ours to one or 
two soldiers wounded ; making the total British 
loss, in capturing the two vessels, amount to 
three killed, and eight wounded. It is a singu
lar, and somewhat ludicrous fact, that the ac
count of the loss of these vessels had reached 
Washington, a week, at least, hefore Mr. Madison 
11aid : " A part of the squadron of Lake Erie 
has been extended to Lake Huron, and has pro
duced the advantage of displaying our command 
of that lake also."t 

The Scorpion measured 68f feet upon deck, 
and 18f feet extreme breadth ; the Tigress 60f 
feet upon dec]{, and 17.;. feet extreme breadth: 
so that these two American " gun-boats" 

* App. No. 41. 

t President's Speech, Sept. ~0, 1814. 
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averaged, according to British measurement, 
100 tons. They had on board abundance of 
shot, including some 32-pounders; and in 
small-arms, between them, 64 muskets, and 104 
cutlasses and boarding-pikes. As a proof of 
the vaJue of these two schooners, now that they 
were a-float upon Lake Huron, their hulls and 
stores were appraised, by the proper officers, at 
upwards of 16000/. sterling. In another point of 
view, they were still more valuable. Commodore 
Perry's victory ]eft the Americans without an 
enemy to fear upon the lakes Erie and Huron; 
and yet do we find, still on board of the four t 
smallest of his nine vessels, three times as many 
seamen, as were on board all the " very 11mperior 
British fleet,"t which'that "illustrious" American 
commodore, after an obstinate struggle, had 
succeeded in capturing. 

The loss of the schoone·rs Tigress and Scorpion 
necessarily underwent, as soon as the officers 
were discharged from imprisonment~ the inves~ 
tigation of a court of inquiry. The British force 
is there made,-" about 300 sailors soldiers, 
and Indians;" which, had the Jatter been pre
sent, was no great exaggeration. Mr. Thomson, 
not wishing to shock his readers with an account 
so near akin to truth, says: " Lieutenant-colo
nel M' Do wall supplied lieutenaut Worsley, of 

t Including the Somers and Ohio; see p. 168. 

t James's Naval Occurrences, p. 294 
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the navy, with 250 Indians, and a detachment 
of the Newfoundland regiment, with whom, and 
150 sailors, he attacked the schooners, on the 
9th of September. After a severe struggle, in 
which he lost a very disproportionate number 
of killed and wounded, he carried the vessels, 
and proceeded with them to Michilimacinac."• 
Mr. O'Connor, having a story at hand, which, 
he thinks, will afford ten times as much gratifi
cation as Mr. Thomson's, omits the force on 
either side, in order to insert the following:
" Captain Arthur Sinclair, commanding the 
United States' naval force on the upper lakes, 
states, in a letter to the secretary of the navy, 
on the authority of sailing-master Champlin, 
that ' the conduct of the enemy to our prisoners, 
(the crew of the Tigress,) thus captured, and 
the inhuman butchery of tl10se who fell into 
their hands, at the attack of Mackinack, has 
been barbarous beyond a parallel. The former 
have been plundered of almost every article of 
clothing they possessed; the latter had their 
heart~': and livers taken out, which were actually 
cooked and feasted on by the savages; and that 
too, in the quarters of the British officers, sanc
tioned by colonel M'Dougall.' "• Not to keep 
the reader a moment in suspense, let him be 
assured, that this " heart and liver" story is not 

* Sketches of the War, p. 331. 
t History of tho War, p. 266. 
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even hinted at in the proceedings of the court of 
inquiry, (filling· as they do the column of a news
paper,*) that tried the officers and crew of the 
Tigress; and which court would, most gladly, 
havepublished the fact. And would doctor Smith 
and Mr. Thomson, so ready at catching tales of 
the sort, have let pass such an opportunity of 
stigmatizing the British ? The most surprising 
thing is, that it should be a " fourth edition, 
revised and corrected," wherein we find so dis
gusting, and so flagitious a paragraph. 

• National Intelligencer, July 29, 1815. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

4ssemblage of lToops in Lowe1· Canada-Contem
plated attack upon Sackett's Harbm·-Arrival 
tltere of general Izard-Britislt camp at Chambly 
-Mar·ch of the left division towaTds Plattsburg 
-Origin of the e.tpedition-Arrival of the left 
dioision nem· the lines, and cmTespondent retreat 
of major-geneml Macomb-Slow advance of tile 
left division-BehaviouT of the American militia 
-Description of PlattsbuTg-Requi1·ed co-ope
ration of the Champlain .fleet- Comparative 
force of the two squadrons-Important parti-
culm·s from the le tiers of " V Ell 1 T As "-Re
marks on the American f!f!icial acco1tnt-P1·i
soners and deserters-Loss on both sides-Ame
rican accounts-Painted representation of tlte 
action-Subsequent death of sir George Prevost
Remarlcs upon plans of conquest matured at a dis
tance-Be-encampment of tl~e left division of tlu: 
British army in Lower Canada-Proceedings of 
tlte right division-Improved state of the de-
fences, and augmented force of the garrison, at 
Fo7·t-Erie-Effect of siclmess and loss on the 
British-Preparations for a sortie-State of the 
Britisl~ Works-Distance between them and t(lf 
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British encampment-Advance of the American 
sallying paTty-Stale of the u·eatlter-Surprise 
of the British piquets-S!cinnislt with the guard, 
and capture of part of the batteries-Advance 
vf the American rese1·vc-An·ival of the suppm·t
brigade j1·om the British camp-Repulse of the 
American troops, and recove1·y of tlte captw·ed 
batte1·ies-Mutual loss-American accounts
Continued e:t]JOsure and sickness of tlte rig!tt 
division-Its removal to a ltealt hier contiguous 
spot, and subsequent 1·etrcat to Chippeway
General lza1·d's departu1·e jnHn Sackett's Har
bm· -His cautious proceeding, and Junction 
with general Brown -A mount of the united 
American fo,·ces- Further ret1·eat of general 
Drummond-Ski1·mish at Lyon's creek-Bri· 
tish command of Lake Onta1·io-A small 1·ein· 
jorcement to the 1·ight division-Retreat of tlte 
American anny to FoTt-Erie-A second 1·eiw 
fin·cement to the British-Abandonment and 
destntction of Fo1·t-Erie, and departu1·e of 
generals lza1·d and Brown f1·om Upper Canada 
-Dist1·ibution of both armies, on the Niagara, 
irtlo winter quarters-State of alm·m at Sackett's 
Ha1·bo1·- Tu•o successive predatory incuTsions 
into the westem parts of DppcT Canada. 

LEAVING Mr. Madison to profit by the 
" advantage" he has gained upon Lake Huron, 
'""e hasten to Lower Canada; where a force of 



f 

GREAT BRITAIN AND Al\IERICA. 205 

British regulars was now assembled, sufficient, 
fo1· the first time during the war, to give serious 
alarm to the American government. During 
the months of June and July, the Quebec papers 
\\ere continually announcing· the arrival of 
tJ·ansports with twops, and those troops, too, 
such as, under Welling·ton, had 1-Iitherto carried 
all before them. "\<Vhen the people of the Ca
nadas began to reflect, how spa•·ingly they had 
been supplied with troops, in the first two years 
of the war, a very familiar proverb could not 
fail to press upon their thoughts. "Vhen, again, 
they saw nothing but petty reinforcements sent. 
to general Drummond on the l\iagara, and that 
the i~portant post of Sackett's Harbor was still a 
Rolll·ishing depot in the hands of the enemy, what 
l'ational man among them could come to any other 
conclusion) than that the commande•·-in.-chief 
Was determined to wipe away the disgTace he had 
incurred in the May of the preceding year ?• 
Sit· (~eorge, did certainly say something, in his 
intercepted letters to lieutenant-genera) Drum
lllond, about ordering a brigade of troops, 
ttnder rmuor-general Kempt, to Kingston, for 
the purpose of attacking Sackett's Harbor; 
although, at the same time, he must have 
known, that our fleet was not in a situation to 
appea1· on the lake ; nor 1ike1y to be so, till the 
llew lOO"gun-ship was launched. So satio;fied 

• See Vol. I. p. 172. 
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were the Americans, that Sackett's Harbor 
would be the fit·st point of attack, even if sir 
George had to cross the St. Lawrence, and march 
overland, that general Izard, on the 1st of Sep
tember, broke up his encampment at Platts
burg, and marched there with between 3 and 
4000 regulars. 

If any any thing could raise British courage 
\Jeyond its accustomed height, it was, surely, the 
emulation which existed between the troops that 
had recently anived from the Peninsula, and 
those that had been originally allotted for the 
defence of the Canadas: the one, highly jealous 
of the reputation they had already gained; the 
other, equal1y so, of their local experience, 
and of the dressing they had several times given 
to superior numbers of the very same enemy, 
against whom the two united bodies were noW 
about to act. Under these circumstances, will 
any one, except an American, say, that UOOO 

of such troops would not have beaten, upon any 
ground where evolutions could be vractised, 
17000 of the best troops which the United States 
could have brought into the field? A British 
army, then, of 11000 men, with a proportionate 
and most excellent train of artillery, commanded 
in chief by sir George Prevost, and, under hiut, 
by officers of the first distinction in the service, 
left their camp at Chambly, " with a view,'' 
says the American official account, " of con .. 
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quering the country, as far as Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga.~~* We are here bound to acquit 
sir George Prevost of being the framer of this 
expedition. It originated in England. t 

The approach of sir George~s army, by 
Odell-town, to the line of demarcation, was the 
signal for major-general Macomb, with the few 
regulars of general Izard's army left under his 
command, to retire from the neighbourhood of 
the Jines, to Plattsburg. His abandoned camp 
was entered by sir George Prevost on the 3d of 
September. From this position the left division, 
of about 7000 men, composed of all but the 
reserve and heavy artillery, moved forward on the 
4th, and halted on the 5th, within eight miles of 
Plattsburg; having advanced 25 miles within the 
enemy's territory in the course of four days. Ou 
the morning of the 6th, the left division pro
ceecled on its march, major-genera] Power's, or 
the right column advancing by the Beckman
town road; and major-general Brisbane's co
lumn,-except one wing of De .Meuron~s regi
ll'lent, left to keep up the communication with 
the main body,-taking the road that runs pa
ra1Jel to Lake Charnj)lain. At a bridge crossing 
a creek that intersects this road, the American 
general had stationed a small force, with two 
6~ld-pieces, to abattis and obstruct tl1e way. In 
the meanwhile the right column, meeting with 

• App. No. 45. + App. No. 42. 
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no impediments to its progress, passed rapidly 
on, 700 American militia,* upon whom " the 
British troops did not deign to fire, except by 
their flankers and advanced patroles," t retreat
ing before it. General Macomb, out of com-

. 11liment to the regulars, perhaps, states that 250 
of them, under major Wool," disputed the road 
with great obstinacy;'' yet, in almost the next 
paragraph, admits that, after the detachment 
of 310 regulars, with two field pieces, had re
tired from Dead creek, and joined major '"-ool, 
and while the riflemen " at rest," were pouring 
in a destructive fire," and the field-pieces doing 
" com.iderable execution," " so undaunted was 
the enemy, that he never deployed in his whole 
march , alwa} s p1·essing on in column." The 
rapid advance of major-general Power secured 
major-general Bri~bane from any further oppo
sitiou, than what he might experience from the 
American gun-boats and gallies. Notwith~tand
ing a heavy fire from their long 24 and 12-

pounders, tbe bridge across the creek "as pre
sently re-coni>tructed, and the left column moyed 

forward upon Pl:ltt~.hurg. 
The village of Plattsburg contains about 70 

houses and stores, and is situate on both sides 
of the river Saranac, close to its confluence with 
Lake Champlain. The statement in the British 
official account, that" he column entered Platts~ 

• Sketches of the )Var, p. 318. t App. No. 45. 
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burg-,"* must, therefore, be understood to mean, 
either the township of that name, or the small 
portion of the village which was situate on the 
north-side of the stream. It H'as to the south-side 

that general Macomb, after taking up the planks 
of the bridge, had retreated ; and it was'' on the 
ele\'ated ridge of land" forming its bank, that 
tlte Americans erected their works. General 
Macomb mentions three forts, nnd '' two block
houses strongly fortified." One of the latter, 
according to a g·rand panoramic view of the 
action, mounted three guns. ·we believe there 
were from 15 to 20 g·uns in all ; most of them 
of heavy caliber. There was, also, a large new 
stone-mill, four stot·ies high, that formed an 
excellent position fot· the Amet·icau riflemen. 
It was on the evening of the 61 h, that the left 
division aniyed on tile north-bank of the Sa
nmac. " But," says Mr. Thompson, '' not all 
the ga!lie.· , aided by the armament of the whole 
flotilla, "'hich then lay. opposite Plattsburg, 
under conuuodore Macdonough, could have pre
vented the capture of Macomb's army, after its 
passage of the Saranac, had sir George Prevost 
pushed his wlwle force upon the mat·giu of that 
stream. Like general Drummond, at Erie, he 
made a pause, in full view of the unfinished 
Works of the Americans, and consumed. fire days 
in erecting batteries, and throwing up breast-

* .A.pp. No. 42. 
VOL, II. p 
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works, for the protection of his approaches. Of 
this interval the American general did not fail 
to a"\"'ail himself; and kept his troops constantly 
employed in finishing his line of redoubts."* The 
reader need scarcely to be reminded, that this i11 
the same Plattsburg, at which colonel Murray, 
witJ1 1000 troops, landed ; the river on which it 
stands, the same Saranac, up which the colonel 
ascended, three miles, to burn the enemy's bar
racks; and that those barracks were burnt, while 
an American regular army, more than twice as 
strong as general Macomb's, lay encamped in 
the neighbourhood. t 

Unfortunately, a service which one brigade of 
the left division, had it been allowed to make the 
attempt, would have most promptly and com
pletely executed, was to be deferred, till a ship, 
which had been launched only II days, was 
armed, manned, and equipped; and, with her 
puny companion~, ready to fight a much supe
rior fleet of the enemy. There is no doubt that 
orders were sent ft·om home, fot· this ship to be 
laid on the stocks, so that she might be ready 
to co-operate in the Plattsburg expedition. Six 
days only after the Confiance had been launched, 
and nine days before a crew arrived to man her, 
was sir George's army already in the enemy's 
territory. If sir George's orders were so impe-

* Sketches of the War, p. 319. + S6e Vol. I. p. 242-5· 
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rative as to a naval co.operation, why did he 
not wait quietly at his camp at Chambly, till 
the new ship was fitted ; and then commence 
his three days' march to Plattsburg? 

A gentleman, residing· near the scene of action~ 
l1as, under the signature of" Veritas,'' so ably 
descanted upon the merits of the Plattsburg 
failure, that we cannot do bette•·. than make an 
extract from his interesting pamphlet;* first, 
however, calling· the reader's attention to our 
statement of the action fought between the 
rival fleets; wherein will be seen detailed some 
of the many difficulties under which poor cap
tain Dowuie laboured. t So much of that state~ 
ment as respects the relative fo1·ce of the British 
and A met·ican squadrons, cannot well be dis
pensed with; and is therefore here transcribed : 

" Compurative .force of the two squadrons. 
British, 

Broadside-metal { Long guns, 507 
in pounds Carronades, 258 

--765 
Complements of men and boys, 537 
Size in tons, 1426 

588 

606 

American. 

-1194 

950 

25·10." 

''In ot·d('r," says the write1· of' V .ERITAs,' "to 
convey an accurate idea upon the subject of 
the expedition to Plattsburg, by reasoning upon 
sir George's official letter, I extract from it, 
that, on the 3d of September, our army seized 

• Published at Montreal, Upper Canada. 

t James's Nav. Occur. p. 405-35. 

p 2 
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the enemy's entrenched camp at Champlain
town (what a feat!) after it n·as abandoned by 

them ; that, on the •>th, the at·my halted within 

8 miles of Plattsburg; and, un the oth, entered 

Plattsbut·g, after reYcr~ing tlte position of the 
enemy at Dead creek, which they abandoned 
and left to be defenderl by the gun-boats. Sir 
George then describes the position of the enemy 

as upon au elevated ridge south of the Saranac, 

with rt>douhts, &c. armed with heav v ordnance, 
" 

with their flotilla, the Saratoga, Surprise, Thun-

derer, Preble, aud 10 g11n-hoats, (which gun
boats, please to retilark, reader, were, a moment 
before, ·aid to be at Dead cn:ck,) • at anchor out 
of gun-&hot from the !j,hore.' lie adds, that lH· 
immediately communicated this circumstance 

to captain Downie, who had the ' Confiance, 

Linnet, Broke, and Shannon,' (captain Pring· 

calls the latter 1he Chub and Finch,) 'and 12 
gun-boats,' and requested his co-operation; 
(mark that;) and, in the mean time, batteries 

were constructed. On 1ltc morning of the 11th 

our flotilla "as seen over tlJe i~:>tlmws of ]and; 
{it seems he would not tru ,t to his cars, in rt>spect 

to the scaling of the guns for a sigual as agt·et·d 

upon;) when, immediately, cer1ain brigades 

were ordered to adYance to force the ford of the 
Saranac, and escalade the enemy's works upon 

the heights; but, sarcely had the troops forced 

a passage and ascended those heights, when be 

heard the shout of victory (here his ears appear 
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to have been pretty shar·p) from the . enemy's 
Works, in consequence of the flags of tl1e Con
fiance and Linnet being- struck, (tl1ey did not 
strike witb1n 15 minutes of each other,) and the 
gun-boats flying. Finally, he adds, 'this un
looked. for e''ent, depriviug me of the co-opera
tion of the fleet,' (but, in the name of honor and 
good faith, why did you not co-operate before?) 
' without which, the further prosecution of the 
service was become impracticable, I did not 
hesitate to arrest the course oft he troops a(h anc
ing to the attack, because:! tbe most comp1ete 
success wot ld have heen unaYaiJing, and the 
possession of the enemy's wo1·ks offered no ad
vantage to compensate for· the loss we must have 
sustained in acquir·ing possession of them.' 

" Now, would it uot be supposed, that all this 
Was done in the time that si1· George was turning 
himself mund from looking· at the fleet, to ·look 
at his troops, and vice ve1·sa! but, what must 
the astonishment be, when it is found, that the 
Confiance resisted two hours and a half, and 
the Linnet 15 minutes Jonger! Surely the 
troops, whose commander· was so impatient to 
see the fleet come up, oug·ht to have been ready 
to ente1· the enemy's ·works the moment they 
did appear. Had they so entered, it is unques
tionable that our fleet would have been victori
ous; or, had they Leen permitted to enter, even 
'"hen recallf'o, it is almost demonstrable that 
the enemy's fleet mnst have SUJT('IIdere'rl, or our5l 
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at least, have been retaken. There may be some 
truth in sir George's official narrative, but much 
is concealed. A letter was sent to captain 
Downie, strongly urging him to come on, as the 
army had been long waiting for his co-operation, 
(stating, as a proof of it, that it had been under 
arms from day-light the day before, in expecta-
tion of the fleet,) and closing with a hope, that 
nothing but the state of the wind, prevented the 
fleet from coming up. This last insinuation con
veyed more meaniug than meeti> the ear, as ifhint
ing that artificial delays were made. The brave 
Downie replied, that he required no urging to 
do his duty ; that he should be up the first shift 
of wind, and make the signal of his approach by 
scaling his guns. He was ali> good as his word : 
the guns were scaled whe11 he got under weigh ; 
upon hearing which, sir George issued an orde1· 
for the troops to coolc, instead of that of instant 
co-operation. At length, when he saw the fleet, 
a movement was ordered, but of course too late, 
as so little previous arrangement had been made 
for being ready to come into immediate contact 
with the enemy, that the troops put in motion, 
had a circuit of miles to make; and then, when 
at length close in with their object, were re
called the moment that the fleet fell. As to 
captain Downie's being urged by sir George to 
go into action, the whole chain of circumstances 
corroborate the fact, and the indiscretion of 
major Coore in furnishing living evidence of 
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what the hero, now no more, said, is not more 
fortunate for the cause of truth than conclusive 
thereon. Besides this, every professional man 
knows, that no naval officer, in his senses, wo~.tld, 
from choice, (if left to the guidance of his own 
judgment,) have gone into action with a new 
ship and raw crew, immediately after her equip
ment, without a week or ten days to discipline 
that crew, and accustom them to their stations 
and quarters. Much stress is laid by sir George 
and his friends upon the allegation that the 
enemy's fleet was out of gun~ shot from the shore; 
which is not true. But why not have entered 
the enemy's works, and given practical proof of 
the range of shot against their fleet, instead of 
making conjectmal assertions? Had that been 
done, widely different would have been the issue. 
So thoroughly did captain Downie depend upon 
co~operation by land, that he harangued his 
men when going into action, to this efft>ct :
' My lads, we shall be immediately assisted by 
the army a-shore-Let us show them, that our 
part of the duty is well done.' Poor fellow, how 
he was mistaken! In 10 minutes afterwards he 
fell; and left sir George to teiJ his own story. 
This speech proved to have a pernicious effect 
Upon the crew, when the promises it conveyed, 
were seen not to be fulfilled on shore. 

" It is a fact, that the American commodore 
was so impressed with the idea that their works 
on shore would still be carried., that he did not 
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take possession of our vessels for a long time 
after the action terminated; he being employed 
in getting his own out of reach f1·om the shore; 
apprehending that 1 heir own batteries would be 
turned against them. In the evening he ex
Jlressed an expectation that, next morning, the 
British colours would he seen flying upon the 
American works; and, when genenal I\llacomb 
came off at day-light, to say that our army had 
retreated in the night of the 11th, leaving their 
sick and wounded behind, and destroying quan
tities of stores and provisions, commodore M~\c
donough would not credit the fact; but, when 
it was persisted in, cautioned Macomb to beware 
of a ruse de guerre, as the British army would 
either 1·eturn next night, or was then proceeding 
by forced marches to Sackett's Harbor. lt is 
known that Macomb, notwithstanding all his 
puffs about our defeat, was actually sitting in 
gloomy despair upon a gun, whilst ou•· troop:.; 
were advancing on the lith; and was ready to sur
Tender, the moment that the first Briti::,h soldier 

appeared upon the parapet. And when he was 
notified, that they had suddenly halted, and were 
then on the retreat, he started up, almost frantic 
·with joy, and could hardly believe the evidence 
of his senses. He had only with him about.J500 
of the refuse of the American troops on the 
Plattsburg duty, the effectives havino· previour-.ly 
marc heel off for Sackett's llat·bor, under general 
Izard. To this may be added, perhaps, 3000 
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militia, chiefly collected after sir George halted 

on the 6th, at Plattsburg, and on which da e 
might have entered their works, almost without 
opposition, had our tt·oops not been kept back 
for a grand coup, and behold its finale! 

" As 1o ~aving of men by the retreat, after the 
loss of our fl<'et, it is well known that twice the 
number were lost by desertion, which an assault 
Would lta,'e cost us; and tl1is sir George knew 

at the time he wrote, ' that the possession of 
the ctiem,r's works offered no advantage to com
pcusate for the loss we must lmve sustained in 
acquiring possess ion of them.' Did sir George 

really b('li eve, that we had lost the use of om 

l'<'asoning- Jacuhics ;> \\as the ground upon 

'' hich the men, artiJiery, and stores at Saranac 
fitood, tho object of capture? or was it not 
(assuredly it was) the men, artillery, aud stores, 
!.tanding· upon that ground; and if so, why 

Were they suffered to escape? Surely the mili

tary character of the gallaut army committed to 

his charge, and the manes of the gallant Do"vnie, 
Who perished under such circumstances, re

(lllired some sacrifices. I \Vander in what school 
sir George learnt the humiliating doctrine, that 
a Bt·itish soldier's life is more valuable to him 
than his military honor; and yet tojust1fy such 
a retreat, that principle must be assumed. Did 

not the loss of our fleet require a military set

off~ and did not that loss absolutely impose it 
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upon sir George, as an imperious duty, to furnish 
that set-off, by capturing the enemy's army, to 
prevent the effect which a retreat, under such 
circumstances, must produce, ornamented, as he 
lve11 knew it would be, by American gasconade? 
The mischievous moral effect of the Plattsburg 
business, has been, and will be, incalculable, both 
in America and in Europe ; for that will be 
heard of in many countries and places, where it 
will not be known, that the commande•· alone 
was to blame, and the army under him indig
nant on the occasion. Were the events of sir 
George's command, and especially the expedi
tions to Sackett's llarbor and Plattsburg to 
become examples for the British army to follow; 
from possessing the hearts of lions, they would 
soon be reduced to the timidity of lambs; and 
the future inquiries of military men would be, 
not who had nobly done his duty, but who had 
avoided a battle, or who had contrived to escape 
unhurt. 

" It has been said, that his General Orders 
and official letters were often composed with a 
-yiew to deceive at a distance; and his Platts· 
burg letter furnishes direct proof of this accusa
tion's being correct. It is dated there, the lith 
of September, 1814, as if written on the spot, im· 
mediately after the naval battle, and before the 
degrading retreat commenced; whereas, it is well 
known, that the letter did not go from Canada 
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until it ,was carried by Mr. Secretary Brenton, 
who sailed from Brandy Pots on the 9th of Octo
ber; consequently, it was written in Montreal 
long after the date it bears. In proof of this, 
read the following paragraph of that letter, 'As 
the troops concentrated and apr>roached the line 
of separation between this province,' (is Platts
burgh then in Canada?) 'and the United 
States, the American army, &c.' What a sad 
slip of the pen, ot· memory, is here! But if for 
'Plattsburg, lith September,' be substituted 
' Montreal, 21st September,' or any subsequent 
day, then 1 he blunder will be explained. It is 
true, such was the celerity of his personal re
treat, that on the 13th, he issued an order, elated 
at Odell-town; but I strongly suspect that, on 
the lith, after the action, he was not in a state 
to write letters any where. Another proof of 
the official letter's having been written at Mon
treal, and not at Plattsburg, is, that in the first 
General Order issued afterwards, the gun-boats 
were, in a manner, commended for effecting 
their retreat in safety; (probably from a sym
pathetic feeling of the moment;) whereas, in the 
revision of that order, they are left out, although 
they had been mentioned in this false dated letter 
as flying; because, upon reflection, their not 
having done their duty, might lead people 
aside from the consideration, that he had not 
done hi~ own. But why ·was the letter dated at 
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Plattsburg? Truly,just to deceive JouN BuLL, 
and prevent the necessity of then letting him 
know, how many men were lost by desertion in 
that memorable retreat, and " ·hat quantity of 
pro\·isions and stores were destroyed in it, or 

during the expedition." 
In addition to sir George's, we have copied 

into the Appendix sir .Janws Yeo's Jetter.-11' 
Captain Pring's, which details the naval battl«', 
will be found in its proper place.t Some parts 
of the American official account require an t>X

planation. 1t is by that inteuded to Le under
stood, that 1 he whole British army was, on the 
morning of the 11th, drawn np on the banks of 
the Saranac: whereas, but four battalions were 
there stationed; the remaind«·r of the troops 
b eing at some clistnnce in the r<'ar. \~ ht>re did 

general Macomb learn, that our troops were 
three times " repulsed," in their eflorts to cross 
the riYer? The fact is, major-general Bri&uane, 
with a portion of his brigade, not only crossed 
the Saranac, but broug·ht away some prisoners. 
This was accomplished to shew the practica
bility of the thing, and not as :my part of the 
general attack about to be commenced. Had 
general Brisb.ane been permitted to adnmce, 
he wonld soon have made the "brave volunteers 
and militia" skip along as nimbly as, according 

* App. No. 43. 
t James's Naval Occurrences, his A ppcnuix, No. 90. 
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to general Macon b himself, they had already 
done upon the Beckman-town road. " The 
gallaut conduct of captain M'Glas:.in," who, on 
the night of the 9th, " with .50 men, dro\·e off a 

Working-party, consisting of 150, and defeated 
a covering-party of the same number, killing 
one otiicer and six men in the chas·ge, and 
woundiug many,"* \Vas a feat worthy to be per
fanned by Americans. Let us take a view of 
it, in its unadorned state. The battery mounted 
two gnus, and had suffered so much from the 
enemy's fire, as to need considerable repairs. 
These were best perfornwd at night; and the 

Ulen had actually tht::ir coats and accouts·ements 
of}~ wllt>n this "gallant'' party surprised them. 
Such as were not instantly disabled or made 
f'riwnrrs soon picked up their muskets, and 
drove the Americans hack to their works, with 
tl1e utmo .... t precipitaucy. Genera] Macomb, 

'"ell k110\~ing that captain M'Glassin bad not 
time even to spike the two gnns, Iea"es that to 
be iufeJTed. Mr. Thomson, while, in stating 
the routed foe as only one" guard of 1.)0 men," 
he appears to consider g·eneral Macomb's '' co
\et·iug· party" as the same men covered with their 
eloaths, understands what is expected from him, 
as to the other part of the account; and there

fore unblushingly says: " Being now in posses
sion of a work, which would have incalculably 

* App. No. 44. 
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annoyed the batteries at Fort-Brown, captain 
M'Glassin destroyed it with a11 possible haste, 
and returned to the American works with the 
loss of three men missing."* 

The only prisoners taken by the Americans, 
near the river, were some of the light infantry 
company of the 76th regiment, and a few 
stragglers from other corps, who, having, when 
the 01·der came for a general retreat, lost their way 
in the woods, got cut off from general Brisbane's 
brigade. Gene1·al Macomb assigns a better rea
son for the discontinuance of the bombardment 
by the British, thus: '' Every battery of the 
enemy being silenced by the superiority of our 
fire." t So wide is this from the truth, tbat 
general Brisbane silenced, and drove away the 
men from, every one of the American guns on the 
banks of the rive1·, preparatory to the lodgment 
which he had intenderl to have made with his bri
gade, had not the attack been countermanded. 

The rear-guard was commanded by this offi· 
cer, who waited till the bridge at Dead creek 
was completely destroyed, aud left nothing 
behind, except what the badness of the roads 
prevented being removed. One of these articles 
was the broken carriage of a 24-pounder, which 
a Burlington joumalist immediately magnified 
into" 90 pieces of cannon." General Macomb, 
in his first letter, says: '' The light troops and 

* Sketches of the War, p. 3~U. t App. No. 4t. 
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militia al'e in full pursuit of the enemy, and 
making prisonet·s in a1I dit·ections." In his 
fiecond letter, he baulks the expectations he had 
raised in the minds of his countrymen, by enu
merating only "five dragoons of the 19th regi
ment, and several others of the rear-guard." 
1'his " pursuing" enemy, however, knew better 
than even to shew himself to " the rear-guard.', 
'fhe "prisoners" consisted chiefly of deserters ; of 
Whom there were, from first to last,-such an 
etfect had the retreat upon the minds of the 
tnen,-more than 800. 

In killed and wounded our Joss was compa
ratively small ; amounting to two captains, one 
ensign, four serjeants, 30 rank and file, of the 
former ; and of the lattet·, one genera) staff, one 
captain, six lieutenants, seven serjeants, and 
135 rank and file. The missing amounted to 
fout· lieutenants, two serjeants, one drummer, 
and 48 rank and file ; making a total of 37 
kil1ed ; 150 wounded ; and 55 missing: grand 
total, 235.* .As this trifling loss would show, 
at once, what a small portion of J:he British troops 
Catoe into action; and that it could not ltave 
been the prowess of their opponents that com
Pelled them to retire, general Macomb, to whose 
numerical accuracy ·we m·e no strang·ers, t says: 
'' 1'he loss of the enemy, in killed, wounded, 
Prisoners, and deserters, since his first appear
ance, cannot fall short of 2500."+ This numbet· 

• App, No. 42. t Se~ Vol. I. p. 318. ! J\pp. No. 44. 
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satisfies Mr. O'Connor, but not doctor Smith ; 
the latter, therefore, ·with his ready pen, makes 
it " a050."*- Mr. Thomson pt·etends to more 
accuracy. lie states the number of deserters 
that surrendered on the first day, at 400; add
ing:-" Besides these, sir Geo•·ge lost 75 pri
soners; and, as nearly as could be ascertained, 
about 1500 killed and wounded ; among the01 
several orficers of rank."t The Americans state 
their own loss, in regulars, at one subaltern, one 
serjeant, one musician, and 34 privates, killed; 
two subaltems,ont> setjeant-major,four se1jeants, 
two corporals, four mu!.icians, and 49 priyates 
wounde<l; total, 37 l illed, and 62 wouuded: 
grand total 119."\ Tlte number of mis~ing 
among the regnlm-s, or the general return of 
lo~s among the volunteers and militia, no where 

appears. 
None of the American editor:-. have magnified 

the British fMcc b<>yond 14000 men; and Mr. 
O'Connor states gene~·al Macomb's force ~t 
1500 rq.!,ular~, and 2.JOO militia and ,·olunteers; 

~ 

total 4000 men.t This is exclusive of 3000 
militia that joined <ltning the uigh t of the 11th; 
aiHlthcre "ere, besides, according to an A mt!ricall 

editor, " many thousanos more on the road in 
full and willing march." The reader is, no 
doubt, prepared for a budget of boasting, on the 

* History of the United States, Vol. Ill. p. 319. 

t Sketcbns of the ·war, p. 324. 

;j: History of the War, p. 273. 
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pa1·t of the Americans; and, without charac
terizing it as a "splendid engagement,"* had 
they not reason r We shall only notice a large 
'' Painting;" of which we have the "Key,'' now 
before us. Among the British officers repre
sented as close to the bank, are major-generals 
De Rotten burg, Robinson, Brisbane, and Baynes; 
and a horseman, in full speed from one of the 
contiguous houses, is styled,-" Aide de camp 
from general Prevost." The British encamp
ment is, by the painter's magic, brought full 
into view. \\'e are not a little surprised to see
,, Colonel Wellington, ("WiJiington,) of the 
Buffs, encouraging and giving an example to 
his men;" when Mr. 'I homson had, with more 
accuracy than usual, " killed" that officer, at 
the head of these same "Buffs," while marching 
to Plattsburg, on the 6th.t By way of shewing 
that the " State-d1·agoons of New York," with 
their" red coats," had ceased to " give alarm to 
the militia,":j: some of the fonnet· appear among 
the fierce groupe on the south-side of the Sara
llac. As the picture, by all accounts, gave, at 
'' 25 cents§ each,'' every satisf~wt ion to the 
citizens, two important objects were attained: 
the pmprietor filled his pockets, and the national 
l'anity became raised to the highest pitch. 

In all cases where tl1e troops of the United 

* Sketches of the War, p. 324. t Ibid, p. 318. 

t App. No. 44. ~ Ahout ls. Hd. 
VOL, II. Q 



226 1\IILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

States have traversed the Canadian territory, 
their progress has, to borrow an American phrase, 
been '' marked with the all-desolating l'Uin of 
the locust.'' Quite opposite, in its effects, was the 
retreat of the British along the shores of Cham
plain; they may be said to have 'shed manna' 
as they went. ~ot au inhabitant of the place 
but was fed and enriched by the Platt!>burg 
expedition ; which is all that remains to console 
us for its unsuccessful result. ln the remarks 
which it has been our duty to make, in order 
to illustrate this memorable historical event, 
we hope the reader will understand, that the 
two services were as willing to co-operate, as, 
for the glory of their country, they ought 
always to be. That the fleet did all that could 
rationally be expected from its means, our naval 
volume wilJ shew: that the army, had it been 
allowed to act, would have done the same, wjth 
less trouble, and not many more casualties, than 
usually attend one of its field-days, has, we 
trust, already appeared in these pages. The 
individual, who, undoubtedly, caused all this, 
has since paid the debt of nature.* ·while, 
against him and his memory, we disclaim all 
feelings of a per!>onal nature, we as firmly 
deny, that the principle-' De mortuis nil nisi 
bonum' can be extended to a public character. 

The indiscreet impatience of the Quebec 

* James's Nav. Oceur. p. 425. 
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journalists led them to announce, in a pompous 
and boastful manner, e\·ery mo\'ement of the 
left division, after its departure from Odell-town. 
Pnfortunately, just as they had done favoring 
the public with " the higi1Jy gratifying intelli
gence, that our brave troops entered Plattsburg, 
with little opposition," the mail closed for 
England. So that, in one month after our 
discomfitut·e, the whole Uuited Kingdom rang 
with the'' INvASION OF' NEw YoRK, AND TAKING 

OF PLATTSBURG." The same wind that con
veyed home, so quickly, this cheering piece of 
news, brought accounts, also, of the capture of 
Penobscot. The editor of a London evening 
journal, ofter announcing, first, that the ''dis
trict of Maine" had been captured, and then, 
that " Plattsburg had been ,·ictoriously entered 
by our troops," says:-" By a glance at the 
map, it wiU be seen that, by this inl'asion, our 
army had already advanced in the interi01· to 
about 50 miles further south than the Penobscot, 
where the coast-operations were carrying on ; 
leaving, of course, the whole intermediate coun
try between Lake Champlain and the sea, as it 
were cut off from the United States." Much 
of the ridicule incurred fi·om hundreds of para
graphs like these, would have been saved, had 
the troops from Europe been accompanied by a 
commander-in-chief, competent to lead them; 
and he directed to govern Ius movements by 

Q2 
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circumstances as they might exist at the time of 
his arrival, and not peremptorily to obey orders, 
issued at 4000 miles distance; orders, which 
could not be put in execution, till a six month's 
fluctuation of events had, in all probability, 

destroyed their expediency. 
After the British army, on its return from 

Plattsburg, had re-encamped at Champlain, 
the road to Sackett's Harbor lay open to sir 
George. Instead of directing his views that 
way, he marched, with the army, across the lines, 
to Odell-town ; and then l'iet off for Montreal. 
After his departure, the principal part of the 
troops were distributed between Isle aux Noix, 
St. John's, Chambly, and La Pra1·ie; where we 
will leave them, and attend to the operations of 

the right division. 
No sooner had the British retired to their en

campment, after their unsuccessful assault upo~1 
Fort- Erie,* than the Americans set a bout to 
repair the bastion which had been injured by 
the explosion; as well as to complete the new 
works that were constructing, when the attack 
commenced. 'n a little while, the defence~ 
were all entire, ~nd " garnished with heavy 
cannon;" numbering, according to Mr. Thorn· 

son's plan of the fort, 27 pieces. 
On the 2d of September, general Brown, 

haviug recovered from his wounds, resumed the 
:It: Sec p. 178. 
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command of the gal'l'ison ; which had, in the 
mean time, been reinforced by new levies of 
militia. • On the 3d, came about 320 regulars, 
in the St. Lawrence brig, from Lake Huron, 
and a company of riflemen, 80 strong, from 
Sandusky. Small detaclnnents of regulars, 
whose numbers cannot be ascertained, also 
crossed the strait, from Batavia and Sackett's 
Harbor. Notw!thstanding, therefore, the loss 
sustained on the 15th of August, and by re
peated desertions since, the American army sti1l 
mustered about 3400 men, who, instead of the 
two captured schooners to protect their flanks, 
had now, the St. Lawrence, Niagara, Lady 
Prevost, and Caledonia brigs, and Porcupine 
schooner; mounting, between them, 58 guns. 
Well might Mr. Thomson boast that Fort-Erie 
Was rendered " impregnable ta the attacks of 
any other than a vastly superior force."t 

The British rig·ht division, although it had 
been reinforced by the 6th and 82d regiments, 
of, united, about 1040 rank and file, was, on 
account of its recent loss, and the departure of 
six companies of the 41st for Fort-George, and 
of the small remnant of the 1 03d for Burlington, 
no stronger in numbers than previously to the 
assault: but, in effective strength, it was much 
Weaker; for the heavy and constant rains, 
Operating upon the swampy nature of the ground 

* Sketches of theW ar, p. ll2S. t Ibid, p. 3~5. 
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upon which the troops were obliged to be en· 
camped, and the severe privations1 fot· want of 
provisions and other necessaries, under which 
they laboured, spread sickness among them. A 
supply, either of provisions or of men, could not 
1vell be forwarded, while the American squadron 
t·etained the command of the lake. 

Several immaterial affairs of piquets occurred, 
till general Brown, enspirited by the busruess 
at Plattsburg, and encouraged by information 
of general Drummond's intention to retreat to a 
healthier position, resolved, by a sortie, to gain 
the credit of having compelled this movement. 
To t·ender the enterprise less hazardous, he 
:invited across a reinforcement of 'seven-day 
men,' or men hired to act for dmt term only. 
Of this fact there is no doubt; but we are willing 
to concede every advantage, in point of num
bers, that was derive<l from it, and to estimate 
general Brown's force at no more than 3400 
men, of whom upwards of two-thirds were regu
lars. The British had ·commenced upon a new 
battery, intended to enfilade the western ram
parts of the American works; but, being on the 
eve of retreating, and having as yet got up no 
additional guns,* the work had not been pflr~ 
severed in. Tn·o small wooden buildings, de~ 
nominated, though not worthy the name of, 
block-houses, one upon the right ihlllk, the 

* Seep. 168. 
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other near the centt·e, of the B1·itish Jines, had 
recently been constructed. The British en
campment was distant a mile and a half from 
the works, which were situate in the .midst of 
a thick wood. 

Until it is admitted that the mere tiHowing· 
of a red coat upon a man's back can endow him 
with all tlte weB-known qualities of the British 
soldier, no one can be surprised that general 
Brown should have deferred his sortie till he 
had ascertained, that De Watteville's regi
ment, (which, without disparagement to the 
h1·ave officers in it, was composed of foreigners 
of aJJ nations and principles,) joined by the few 
numbers of the 8th, was doing duty at the bat
teries. It was at about two o'clock on the 
afternoon of the 17th of September, when the 
rain was pouring in torrents, that the Americans 
sallied from the fort. " Lieu euants Hiddle and 
Frazer, of the 15th infantry,'' says i\Ir. Thom
son, " had ali·eady opened a road from the 
southern angle of the garrison, to a point within 
pistol-shot of the enemy's right wing, and with 
such secrecy, that it was not discovered till the 
actual assault commenced."* "r e here gain 
a piece of important information; and, it is 
ou1· duty to add, that part of De \YattevilJe's 
l'egiment composed that " right wing." The 
Americans, at about three o'dock in the after-

;o:< Sk-etches of the War, p. 325. 
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noon, advanced, in two columns, under a bea'Vy 
tire from their batteries; one column passing 
through the woods, f>O as to flank the outer British 
battery, or No. 3; the piquets belonging to 
wl•ich were completely surprised. The other, 
emerging from a deep ravine, in ·whirh it had 
been concealed, penetrated the Briti:,h lines, in 
front, a little to the right of No. 2, or the centre 
battery; then, tuming short to the left, sur
rounded the British right, and got almost imme
diate possession of l\o. 3 battery, its magazine, 
and, but not without a struggle, the block
house upon its right, garrisoned by a few men 

of the Sth regiment. 
While a party was securing the 11risoners, de

stroying the three 24-pounders at No.3 battery, 
and blowing up the magazine, a strong column 
turned to the right; and, after meeting with a 
gallant resistance from the piquets, composed 
.of a part of the 8th, and De \\ atteville's I'egi
ments, succeeded in gain1ng possession of the 
remaining block-house and of No. 2 battery. 
General Miller, at the head of the 9th, 11th, and 
19th infantry regiments, joined by the 21st 

regiment, forming the reserve under general 
Ripley, inclined towards the river, in order to 
assail the British battery, No. l. By this time, 
the remnants of the first battalion of the royal 
Scots, of the second battalion of the 89th, and 
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the Glengan·y light infantt·y; also three com
panies of the 6th, and. even companies of the 82d 
regiment, ha1l arrived from the British camp. The 
royal Scots, and 89th, under lieutenant-colonel 
Gordon, of the former regiment, advanced by the 
road leading to the block-house, upon the right; 
and soon drove general Porter and his volun
teers, in numbet· 1000, * along with the regu
lars supporting them, from the block-lwusc, 
and the battery, No. 3. The recovery of No. 2, 
and the defence of No. 1 batteries, were entrusted 
to the three companies of the 6th, under major 
Taylor, and the seven cornpaniesofthe82d, under 
major Proctor; amounting, together, to about 
·'>60 rank and file. These detachments, after a 
free use of the bayonet, drove the 9th, lith, 
21st, and pat·t of the 19th, United States' regi
ments, numbering, at the very lowest estimate, 
lOOO rank and file, from the battery No. 2, 

before they had eftected its entire destruction, 
or that of the two guns in it, and then across 
the Britislt entrenchments, nearly to the g·lacis 
of l~o1t-Erie ; making several prisoners in the 
pursuit. In the mean while, the Glengarry 
light infantry, under the immediate command 
of lieu teuan t-colonel Battersby, and accompanied 
by lieutenant-colonel Pearson, had recovered 
the possession of the new intrenchment, or 

* Hi>t. of the War, p. 263. 
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" unfinished battery No. 4." * By five o'clock 
the works were all re.occupied, and the line of 
piquets re.established. t 

The British loss was very severe. It amounted 
to 115 killed, 178 wounded, and 316 missing; 
total, 609: t a very large proportion, when we 
reflect, that the resenre, composed of major 
Lisle's troop of the 19th light dragoons, the 
seven remaining companies of the 6th, and the 
two flank companies of the 41st regiments, along 
with a small body of incorporated militia, was 
not at all in the action. What a contrast, in 
reference to the numbers of the respective 
armies, between the returns of casualties at the 
foot of major.general De Watteville's, and sir 
George Prevost's, official letters! § The Arne· 
ricans acknowledge a losij of 10 officers and 70 
men, killed; 24 officers and 190 men,. wounded; 
and lOotficers and 206 men, missing; total, 510 :*' 
nor does this return appear to include the militia 
or volunteers. 

·we are only favored with the sight of a short 
extract from general Brown's official report. It 
is, howevt1r, quite enough to satisfy us of the 
spirit of the whole. "Within 30 minutes after 

tile first O'Un was fired "sa"S the O'eneral "bat· 
b ' .J 0 ' 

teries, Nos. 3 and 2, the enemy's line of entrench .. 

* Sketches of the War, p. 326. 

:t. App. No. 47. 

t App. No. 46 . 

~ Ibid, No. 43. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA.. 235 

ments, and his two block-houses, were in our 
possession. Soon after, battery No. I, was aban
doned by the British. The guns in each were 
spiked by us, or otherwise destroyed."* 'Vitia 
this falsehood set abroad, one cannot be sur
prised that general Brown's sortie should have 
been proclaimed throughout the republic a 
" splendid achievement," as he himself, in a 
private letter to general Gaines, has the modesty 
to call it; nor at all the bombast to be found in 
the different American histories. The reader 
has had enough of this already ; we wiJI, there
fore, endeavour to be brief. General Brown we 
dismiss, with a very short extract from a letter 
written by the American" general Vamum," and 
dated " Buffaloe, September 18." " Our gal
lant little army," says this general "has again 
signalized itself, by gainiug a splendid victory 
over a part of the enemy's forces, near Fort-Erie. 
Two of the enemy's batteries were carried, the 
guns spiked, trunnions broken off, and their 
Inagazines blown up." .!\Jr. Thomson, after he 
has done stating, that tlte Americans had cap
ttu·ed the two British block-houses, and all four 
of the batteries, and had succeeded in spiking 
the guns, (represented, npon his diagram as IZ 
in number,) and demolishing the captured 
Works, very naturalJy tells us, that " the opera
tions ceased, with the accomplishment of all 

*History of the War, p. 262. 
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the objects of the sortie."* There is one part 
.of Mr. Thomson's account, however, that we do 
not rightly understand. He declares that the 
impediments,-describing them fully,-which 
the American regulars, under general Mille1·, ex
perienced in their approaches to No. 1 battery, 
" produced some confusion in the column, and 
made constant appeals to the bayonet neces
sary." t An enemy's " bayonet," in such a 
case, would, one might suppose, produce still 
greater " confusion in the column." To what 
else, then, can ~Jr. Thomson allude, as so "ne
cessary," but the '' constant appeals to the 
bayonet," made by one of general Wilkinson's 
'' tried serJ'eants "+ 

' + 
" Just in the place where honor's lodg'd"? 

And, no sooner had the troops, thus doubly 
beset, faced about, than a still more forcible 
'' appeal" au derriere, acting by sympathy upon 
their heels, continued its potent stimulus, till 
the Americans reached the very ·walls of their 
" impreguable'' fortress. 

The still unfavorable state of the weather, 
the increasing sickuess of tbe troops, the Joss 
of three out of six of the battering cannon, 
and the now very much reduced numbers 
of general Drummond's army, caused him, at 
eight o'clock on the evening of the 21st, to 

* Sketches of the War, p. 3'27. 

i See p. 82. 
t Ibid. 326. 
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remove his remaining guns and stores; and retire 
to tile neighbourhood of Black creek, about 
a mile and a half distant. Here the men bi
vouacked for the night, under torrents of rain. 
Ou the morning of the 22d, the Americans dis
cove•·ed this movement, but offered no molesta
tion ; although general Drummond waited till 
two o'clock on that day, ere he proceeded 
further downwards. On the 24th, after destroy
ing the bridge across Frenchman 's creek, and 
placing there a small cavalry piquet, the right 
division arrived, and encamped, in compara
ti\'ely comfortable quarters, at Chippeway. 

As the naval ascendancy of the Americans upon 
Lake Onta1·io dismissed any present fears of an 
attack upon Sackett's Harbor, general Izard's 
army would, it was considered, be more profit
ably employed in st•·eugthening the left division, 
at the head of the lake. Instead, however, of 
heing carried to the British Twelve-mile creek, 
'"here a landing would have effectually cut off 
general Drummond's much inferior force, or to 
the neighbourhood of Fort-Niagara, so as to 
have assaulted and tried to recover that fo1·tress, 
general Izard suffered himself and his army to 
he disembarked on the south side of the lake; 
anu lhen stole, by a back route, to Lewistown; 
\Vhere he arrived about the 8th of October, with, 
according to American accounts, 2400 infantry, 
artillery, and dr~goons, of tlJe regular army. 
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"'Why did he not, then, cross instantly to Queens
town, and place general Drummond between 
two fires ?-No ;-he preferred keeping on the 
safe side of the river till, arriving at Black Rock, 
Oft the lOth, he crossed over to Fort-Erie, and 
superseded general Brown ; who, on the 6tb, 
had received a reinforcement of 700 1·egulars 
from Detroit and Erie. As a proof that we have 
such authority as an American cannot dispute, 
for stating the Americau force upon this frontier 
at a much higher amount than we have hitherto 
fixed it, we here subjoin an article taken frolll 
the "Ontario Repository, of October 11," an 
American newspaper published on the spot.
" From Buffaloe, October 11th, we learn, that 
general Izard's army cros~ed at Dlack Rock only 
on that morning, and was to move down the Ca
nada s1 ore on the following day, with 8000 
regulat troops.'' May we, then, be allowed to 
say, that general Izard's army at Fort-Erie con
sisted of 6000 regular troops ? 

Against such a force the British right division, 
1·educed as it now was in numbers, had no chance 
of success. General Drummond, therefore, broke 
up his cantonments at Chipveway, and retired 
upon Fort-George and Burlington. On the 
morning of the 19th, a skirmish took place near 
Cook's mills, at Lyon's creek, between a brigade 
of American regulars, under general Bissell and 
detachments from the 82(1, lOOth, and Gtew 
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gany regiments, amounting to about 650 rank 
and file, under colonel Murray. The thickness 
of the woods gave great advautage to the Ameri
can riflemen; and, although, with the addition 
of the reserve, we find the 5th, V!th, 15th, and 
16th regiments named, besides a company of 
riflemen, under captain Irvine, making a total 
force of at least 1500 rank and 1-lle, the American 
" cmps d'elite," as Mr. TJwmson boastfully calls 
it, would not risk au encounter, with evidently 
inferior numbers, upon the open ground. After 
what may be termed, a drawn battle, each party 
retired; the British, witlt the loss of 19 kiJJed 
and wounded: the Americans, according to 
l\IJ.. Thomson, of 67 killed, wounded, and 
lllissing.• This editor has magnified out· force 
to 1200 men ; and made the " marquis of Twee
d ale," in spite of the severe wound he was still 
labourino- under at Kingston, the commander of 
the British party. 

The British ship St. Lawrence having been 
launched on the 2d of October, commodot·e 
Chauncey, on the lith, when he had ascertained 
that sit· James would be on the Jake in a few 
days, retired to Sackett's Harbor, and began 
lllooring his sltips head and stern, to prepare for 
an attack. Sir James sailed on the 17th, and, 
on the 19th, landed at the head of the Jake, five 
companies of the 90th regiment, and a quantity 

• Sketches of the War, p. 3~g. 
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of provisions; of which the right division was 
in great need. Tbe fleet returned to Kingston 
on the 23d; a nil, on tlae 1st of November, sailed 
again to the bead of the lake, with the 37th, and 
recruits for the 6th, and 82d regiments, and a 
brigade of artillery; all of which, on the even
ing of the 2d, disembarked near Fort-George. 
The arrival of the first reinforcement, tt·ifling as 
it was, and although it would not have aug· 
mented genet·al Drummond's force much beyond 
half the amount of general Izard's, was made an 
excuse for the retreat of the latter to Fort-Erie. 
On the 22d of October the A met·ioan volunteers 
crossed the strait, to be discharged ; and general 
Brown, with 2000 regulars, pushed forward to 
th~ relief of Sackett's Harbor. The arrival of 
the second B1·itith reinfi.Hcement produced a 
correspondent effect upon the remnant of the 
American force. Having, by the aid of their 
fleet, removed the guns, and completely des-. 
troyed the fortifications, the invaders, on the 
~th of November, crossed from Fort-Erie to their 
own shore; '' after," says Mt·. Thomson,
forgetting in whose possession Fort-Niagara 
was,-" a vigorous aQd brilliant campaign."* 
The greater part of the American tJ·oops were 
distributed into quarters at Black Rock, Buffa
loe and Batavia; the remainder, marehed to 
Sackett's Harbor, to assist in repelling an attack 

• Sketches of the War, p. 330. 
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which no one could doubt would be made. 
The fighting being over upon the Niagara, lieu
tenant-general Drummond and suite, along with 
the 41st regiment, and a number of convales
cents, departed fi'Om the head of the lake, on 
hoard the St. La,vrence, and arrived at Kingston 
on the lOth of November; having left the •·ight 
division, distributed along the Niagara-frontie1·, 
in comtortahJe winter quarte1·s. 

The still llefenceless state of the western dis
trict of lJpper Canada, had exposed the inhabi
tants to all the horrors of a second American 
visitation* On the 20th of September a band 
of depredators issued from the ganison of De
troit; and, crossing the stream, spread fire and 
pillag·e thi'Ough a whole settlement; thereby 
l·educing· to misery no fewer than 27 Canadian 
families. The plunder obtained in this excur·· 
tion, and the impunity with which the actors in 
it had got hack to their homes, stimulated a 
more numerous, and better organized body of 
Americans, having, as their chief, " brigadier
geneml M'Arthur, of the United States' army.'' 
The proceeding·s of this military officer and his 
detac.:hment having heen 1 hought worlhy of a 
place in one of the American histories, we cannot 
do better than transcribe the account. '' On 
the 22d of the folJowing month, (October,) 
b~igadier-genera.l M'Arthur, having colJected 

* See p. 73. 

VOLe II. R 
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720 effective reg·ula1·s and militia, proceeded on 
a secret expedition, along the western shore of 
Lake St. Clair, and passed into the Canadian 
territory, at the mouth of that water. He pene· 
trated 200 miles in the enemy's country; des· 
troyed more than that number of muskets ; 
attacked a large body of militia and Indians, 
encamped on favorable grounu; made about 
1:30 prisoners ; and dispersed all the detachments 
to be found at the Thames, Oxford, or Grand 
River. During the march, he principa11y sub· 
sis ted on the enemy, and fired se,·eral of the 
mills, from which the British troops in Up}Jer 
Canada were supplied with food. Having gained 
intelligence of the evacuation of Fort-Erie, he 
abandoned his intention of proceeding to Bur
lington Heights, and returned to Detroit on the 
17th of November. By this rapid expedition, 
the enemy's hostile intentions were diverted from 
another quarter, ancl his means of attacking 
Dett·oit eutirely crippled; the destruction of his 
supplies rendering such an attempt altogether 

impracticable."* 
Mr. Thomson has here, by the usl,Jal arts of 

l1is trade, attempted to convert into a mili
tary exploit, what much more resembled the 
inroad of banditti. That general M'Arthur 
got possession of some muskets, is very probable; 
because, as the reader recollects, a few ·had 

• Sketches of the War, p. 331. 
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been left in the hands of some of the inha
bitants, by the commanding officer of the 
district.* No militia were, at this time, 
embodied; therefore, none could have been 
" encau1ped." The " 150 prisoners" consisted 
of peaceable inhabitants, both old and young·, 
and drunken Indians and their squaws. Had 
ther·e been any " detachments" within even a 
day's march of the scene of general M 'Arthur's 
exploits, he would not have been so bold. The 
instant it was ascer·tained that a detachment of 
the l03d regiment, numbering less than half 
'' 7'20 effective regulars and militia," had moved 
from Burlington Heights, the general and his 
gang '' dispersed;" and so '' rapid" was their 
flight, that the British regulars did not get 
within eight miles of them. If Mr. Thomson 
can acknon:ledge, that the American troops 
''subsisted on the enemy, and fired seve1·al of 
the mills,'' we may well couceive, what must 
have been the devastation and ruin that marked 
the track of gene1·al M•Arthur and his mounted 
Kentuckians. 

* Sec p. 5. 
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CHAPTER XVIll. 

Captu-re of ll!foose Island, in Passamaquoddy Bay 
-Expedition against Penobscot and Castine
Its success-Destntction of tlte United Stales' ship 
.Adams- Capture and Destruction of several 
other vessels! also of a g1·eat quantity of ordnance 
-Ame1·ican militia-Chesapeake Bay-Com
modo?·e Barney's flotilla-Its prognss against a 
part of the B1·itis!t fo1·ce, comma1uled by captain 
Barrie, ~of the Dragon-Landing of the Bri
tish at Benedict, on the Patuxent-Loss of five 
straggling rnarim:s from tlze St. Lawrence 
sclwoner-Ame1·ican account of the behaviour 
and death of the serJeant, commanding tlur 
party-Barbarous circumstances under which 

. his life w~s tal.:m-Landing of the British at 
Lower .i.l!arlbo1·ough-Intention of the American 
government to destroy commodore Barney's 
flotilla, in St. Leonard;s Creelc-Its prevention 
by a military enterprise--Repulse of tlw .f01·ce 
bloclcading the .flotilla-Letters of commodore 
Barney and one of ltis f!!Jicers-An·ival in the 
Potomac of rear-admiral Coclcbum-His ope
rations upon the sho1·es of that, and other ri1;ers 
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in tlte Clzesapealce- Rf:Ception on board tl1e 
British sltips of American Tejugee-staves-Ame
'rican misrepresentation on the subJect-Bounty 
to British deserters. 

TnE first military event we have to notice, 
after quitting the Canadas, is the occupation, on 
the 11th of July, 1814, by lieutenant-colonel 
Pilkington and captain sir Thomas Hardy, with 
a detachment of troops from Nova Scotia, of 
Moose island, near the mouth of Kobbeskook 
river, opposite to the proviuce of New Bmns
wick, and on the western side of Passamaquoddy 
bay. The whole of this bay, as well as the 
island of Grand Manan in the bay of Fundy, 
Was adjudged to be within the boundary of the 
British North-American provinces. The cere
mony of taking possession of the town of East
}Jort, and of Fort-Sullivan, on Moose island; 
and every other particular connected with the 
expedition, will be found amply detailed in 
the British official accouuts. * The American 
accounts offer nothing worthy notice; except 
that they make the British force 2000, instead 
of about 600 troops. 

As connected with the capture of Passama
quoddy, we pass, at once, to an expedition fitted 
out at Halifax, Nova Scotia, against that part 
of the district of .Maine, in the United States, 

* App. Nos. 48. 49. 50. 51, and 52. 
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-lying to the eastward of the Penobscot river; 
and which contains about 40 villages, and up· 
wards of 30000 inhabitants. As to the probable 
object of taking possession of this tract of 
country, we cannot better instruct the reader, 
than by referring him to a work publi~hed by 
Mr. Nathaniel Atcheson, in 1808, entitled:
'c American Encroachments on British Rights." 
Out· business is merely with the conduct of the 
expedition; which, comisting of a 74, bearing 
the flag of rear-a<.lmiral Griffith, two frigates, a 
sloop of war, and 10 transports, having on board 
a company of royal artillery, two rifle-cornpa~ 
nies of the 60th, and the 29th, 62d, and 98th 
regiments, in all, about 1750 rank and file, under 
the command of lieutenant-general sir John 
Coape Sherbrool>.e, governor of Nova Scotia, 
sailed from Halifax on the 26lh of August. The 
arrival of the expedition off the point of des~ 
tination, its junction with other ships of war, 
and its further proceedings, resulting in the 
capture of Castine, Belfast, and Machias, the 
capture or destruction of 22 ships, brigs, anc1 

schooners, including the United States' frigate 
·Adams; also of (including those at Machias) 
S2 pieces of ordnance, will be found most fully 
detailed in the several official documents sent 

home upon the occasion.* 
The Adams had been a 32-gun frigate, but 

* A pp. Nos. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 60. and til. 
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of Mexico, and west by the parishes of St. Ber
nard and the interior of Lefourche; possessing 
an area ofl300 square miles. The city of New Or
Jeans, the capital of the parish, and of the state 
of Louisiana, stands upon the left bank of the 
Mississippi, 10.5 miles, following the stream, and 
90 miles, in a direct line, from its mouth. The 
present population of the city is estimated at 
23242 persons.* The line of maritime invasion 
extends fi'Om Lake Pontchartrain, on the east, 
to the river Tesche, on the west, intersected by 
several bays, inlets, and rivers, which furnish 
avenues of approach to the metropolis. But the 
flatness of the coast is every where unfavorable 
for the debarkation of tt·oops; and the bays and 
inlets being all obstructed by shoals or bars, no 
landing can be effected, but by boats, except 
up tbe Mississippi; and that l1as a bar at its 
mouth, which shoals to 13 or 14 feet water. 

On the 7th of December, commodore Patter
son, tue naval commander at New Orleans, re
ceived a letter from Pensacola, dated on the 5th, 
stating that a British flePt of 60 sail, having on 
hoard a large body of troops, had arrived off the 
bar, and were destined for New Orleans. The 
commodore immediately ordered the gun-boats 
at the station to proceed to the passes Mariana 
and Christiana, leading into lake Borgne; by 
which, and Jake Pontchartrain, it m :s thought 

• Darby's L:>uis:ana, p. ,18'l. 
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the object of their expedition."* He does not, 
however, attempt to conceal the behaviour of 
the American militia; who, he says, notwith· 
standing captain Morris's judicious arrange· 
ments, could not be brongltt to oppose an " in
ferior numbet· of British regulars," and fled 
precipitately. • Captain Barrie's account of the 
very people who had stood up, though for a few 
minutes only, as militia, at Hamden, appearing 
(with, it may be supposed, scarcely breath to 
speak, after their well- run race) "as magistrates, 
select men, &c."'f at Bangor, affords a tolerable 
specimen of the real character of .Mr. Munro's 
" unarmed inhabitants." :j: 

The operations in the Chesapeake, during tl1e 
summer of 1814, now claim our attention. The 
American editors have, as usual, by their happy 
talent for amplification, gi,·en importance to 
many events that occurred in the rivers and 
creeks of that capacious bay, \dlich we should 
otherwise have deemed too insignificant to 
uotice. The chief of these consist of the daring 
ext)loits and hair-breadth escapes of commodore 
Barney, (an Irishman), and his flotil1a of gun
boats. The commodore himself, we must do 
l1im thejusticeto say, is a truly brave man; and, 
no doubt, feels highly indignant at the numer· 
ous ridiculous tales that have been told of him, 

* Sketches of the War, p. 235. 
t App. No. 59. t App. No. 69. 
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by eYen the most moderate of the American. 
erlitors. Previous to our entering upon any of 
the operations of the flotilla, it becomes us to 
apprize the reauer of what its force consisted. 

The first account we have of the flotiJJa is, 
that " a number of boats, carrying heavy metal, 
were constructed in March, 1814, on the eastern 
shore of Maryland, for the protection of the bay; 
and the command of them was given to that 
intrepid officer, commodore llamey."* Doctor 
SmiLh te11s us that " a HotiJJa of small schoo
ners auu barges, was fitted out at Baltimore, to 
scour tlle bay, and protect its shores, numerous 
creeks and inlets, fmm the enemy."t 1\lr. 
Thomson says :-" At that period," (end of May, 
1814,) "a flotilla, consisting of a cutter, two 
gnu- boats, a galley, and nine large barges, sailed 
fi·om Baltimore. ·''+ Another American account 
numbers the barg·es, when subsequently blown 
up, at 13; and a Boston newspaper augments 
commodore Bamey's flotilla, when it left Balti
more, to " 36 gun-boats, and 10 ot· };5 barges." 
The commodore's cutter or sloop was the Scor
pion, mounting eight carronades, and a heavy 
long-gun upon a traversing· carriage; and two of 
the gun-boats, we find, were Nos. 137 and 138. • 

Whether commodore Barney's flotilla con-

* Hist. of the War, p. 224. 

+ Jlist. of the United States, Vol. III. p. 2815. 
:j: Sketches of the War, p. 332; 
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sisted of gun-boats, gallies, ''small schooners,'' or 
'' large barges," it indisputably carried "heavy 
metal ;" as, indeed, it well might, considering 
that it was expressly fitted out'' to scour the bay 
and protect its shores from the enemy." Rear
admiral Cockburn says, each Yessel had a long
gun in the bow, and a carronade in the stern; 
the calibers of the g·uns, and the number of the 
crew, in each, varying, in proportion to the size 
of the boat, f1·om 32-pounders and 60 men, to 
18-pounoers and40men.* It appears, also, from 
the Ameriean accounts, that most, if not all, of 
the vessels had on board furnaces for heating shot. 
In his estimate of the crews the rear-admiral 
cannot be much out of the way; for, although 
he mentions having taken some of the flotilla
men as prisoners, an American work states the 
number of seamen and marines that accom
panied commodore Barney to the field at 
Bladensburg, after the loss of his flotilla, at 
600. t Upon adding· to this~ number, such as 
p1ay not have chosen to follow the commodore' 
and such as were taken prisoners by lieutenant 
Scott,* the Americans surely willuot charge us 
with over-rating, if we estimate commodore 
Barney's original command at 700 men. A 
flotilla, so armed, manned, and equipped, cruiz
in~ in waters known only to itself, and able, 

* James's Nav. Occurr. his App. No. 81. 

t llist. of the United States, Vol. II I. p. '197. 
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almost at any time, to seek protection under 
batteries and formidable positions on shore, 
within gun-shot of which nothing· larget· than a 
boat could approach, was able to cope with 
any force that two 74-gun ships, or four 46-g·un 
frigates, could send against it. 

The first sight gained of this flotilla, by the 
British, was on the lst of June, when it was pro
ceediug from Baltimore, past the mouth of the 
riYer Patuxent, " to scour the bay." The 
British vessels consisted of the St. Lawrence 
scl10oner, of 13 guns, anrl55 men, and 1he boats, 
in number seven, of the Albion and Dragon 74s, 
und(' l' the command of captain Ranie of the 
latter ship. The Americ.:ans had the hono1· of 
seeing this trifling force rett·eat before them to 
the Dragon, then at anchor off Smith•s-point. 
Tltat ship got undet· weigh, and, along wi lh the 
schooner and the boats, proceeded in chase; 
but the shallowness of the water shortly com
pelled her again to anchor. In the meantime, 
the flotilla had ruu for slaeltet· into the Patuxent. 
Captain Barrie, by WHY of inducing commorlot·e 
Barney to separate his force, detached two boats 
to cut off a schooner under Cove-point; but the 
commodore, not considering that his orders to 
give'' protection" wananted such al'isk, allowed 
her to be bumt in his sight. 

One American account of this affair says: "The 
commodore discovered two schooners, one of 
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which carried 18 guns, and he immediately gave 
chase."• Here, evidently, Mr. Thomson has, 
by mistake, included the American schooner 
bumt uuder Cove-point. .Mr. O'Connor has 
fallen into the same error; or rather, he declares 
there were " three schooners." Not a word 
appears any where about the schooner that 
was burnt. One editor says:-" Barney was 
obliged to take refuge in the mouth of the 
Patuxent."t Another sa.vs :-" This bold ex
ploit did great honor to Barney and his crews :''t 
and all agree, that he tired '' hot shot at the 
enemy." 

On the 6th the floti11a retreated hig·her up the 
Patuxent; and captain Barrie, being joined on 
1he day following by the Loire 46, and Jasseur 
brig, proceeded up the riYe1· with those two 
vessels, the St. Lawrence, aud the boats of the 
Albion and D1·agon. The flotilla retreated about 
two miles up St. Leonard's creek, where it could 
be reached by boats only ; but the force of the 
latter was not equal to the attack. Captain 
Banie endeavoured, however, by a discharge of 
rockets and carronades from the boats, to pro
voke the American ' 'essels, which were moored 
in a line a-breast, across the ch:-mnel, to come 
down within reach of the guns of the ship, brig·, 

* Sketches of the War, p. 332. 
+ Hist. of the U oited States, Vol. III. p. 287. 
:t Ilist. of the War, p. 225. 
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and schooner, at anchoa· neat· the mouth of the 
creek. At one time the flotilla, or, as Mr. 
O'Connor says, " the 13 barg-es" got under 
weiglt, and chased the boats to a short distance, 
and then returned to their moorings. With a 
view to fo1·ce the flotiiJa to quit its station, de
tachments of seamen and marines were landed 
on both sides of the rive•·, and the American 
militia, estimated at 3 or 400, retreated before 
them to the woods. 'fhe marint!s destroyed two 
tobacco .. stores, and several houses that foa·med 
military posts; but still the flotilla remained at 
its moorings. 

Fear is certainly a great magnifier· of objects. 
To that may we ascribe the freq ueut appearance 
of mzees, in nearly a11 the rivers of the Chesa
tleake. The name, once received as applicable 
to a shipofextraordimu-y size and force, is in the 
mouth of every terrified inhabitant of the coast, 
the moment he rlt!scries an enemy's vessel with 
three masts. The reader may perhaps know, 
that a razee is a cut-down 74. Three British 
ships only were fitted in tl1is way; and, although 
all were sent upon the North American station, 
only one of the three entered tlae Chesapeake, 
and that not till the 25th of August, 1814. The 
Ve•·y editors who have just done telling us that 
H1e British cannot send their 74s up the rive1·s, 
because of their heavy draught of water, make 
no scruple in placing a cut-down 74 at the 
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mouth of evet·y creek near to which a British 
frigate had cast anchor. These are the gentle· 
men, too, who boast that their " authentic" 
accounts have passed through so many editions. 

As another proof of Mt·. Thomson's ]o,'e of 
the " authentic,'' he concludes his account of 
the affair in St. Leonard's creek thus: " The 
commodore immediately moved upon them," 
(the British boats,) " and after a smart fire, 
drove the barges down to the 18-gun vessel, 
which, in attempting to beat out, was so severely 
handled, that her crew ran her a-ground, and 
al1andoned her." • This is the very vessel, the 
St. Lawrence, whose capture by the Chasseur, 
the Americans so joyfully announced, se,·en 
months after she was thus " run a-ground and 
abandoned." In justice to Mr. Thomson's con
temporaries, we must say, that he is the only 
editor who has favm·ed the public with this 
" authentic'' piece of information . 
. On the };)th of June, the Narcissus, of 42 guns, 

joined the little squadron; and captain Barrie, 
taking with him 12 boats, containing 180 
mat·ines, and 30 of the black colonial corps, 
proceeded up the rirer to Benedict.t Here the 
men disembarked, aud drove into the woods, 
without a struggle, a number of militia, who 
left bt:hind a vart of their muskets and camp
equipage, as well as a 6-pounder field-piece. 

+ Sec Plate V. • Sketehes of theW ar, p. 333. 
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After spiking the latte1·, and destroying a store 
containing tobacco, the British again took to 
their boats, except five OJ' six men who had pro· 
bably strayed too far into the woods. 

The circumstances attending the capture of 
these men have been fully detailed in au Alex
andria newspaper, of the 25th of June, and are 
too interesting in their nature not to be given 
entire to the reader. The party, it appears, 
consisted of a portion of the St. I.awrence's 
rnarines, commanded by se1jeant Mayeaux, a 
Frenchman, who had been seventeen years in 
the B1·itish service, and who bore a most excel
lent characte1-. The Alexanfh:ia pape•·, first 
assigning as a r€ason fo1· giving so particula1· an 
account of the " late affair at Benedict," that 
some of the citizens" bore a distinguished part 
in it," proceeds as folJows :-" Tile cavalry of 
the district anired on Tuesday evening, about 
fhe o'cJock, and at the moment general Stewart 
was preparing to attack the enemy, who were in 
possession of Benedict. At this moment a small 
detachment of the enemy presented themseh•es 
at the foot of the hill, not Jar· distant from the 
place where the cavahy were posted. The order 
Was immediately given to charge, and intercept 
their retr·eat, which was done with so much 
haste and impetuosity, as to break the ranks\ 
Which, considering the nature of the ground, 
Was not injudicious. Five of the enemy were 
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taken prisoners. The setjeant of the guard, 
having been separated from his men, and endea
-vouring to make his escape, was pursued.
Among the first who overtook him, was Mr. 
Alexander Wise, of the Alexandria dragoons, 
who made a bold but unsuccessful assault upon 
him, and being unable to check his horse, passed 
ten or fifteen paces beyond him. On turning his 
horse, he received the fire of the set:jeant, and 
fell dead. At this moment Mr. Alexander 
Hunter, a young gentleman of this town, (who 
bad volunteered his services for the occasion 
with the cavalry, and whose conduct has already 
been the suhject of much and well-merited 
commendation,) came up, ·when tbe setje::1nt 
faced upon him and received the fire of his 
pistol, which seemed to take effect. Mr. IJnn
ter's horse being; alarmed at the repot·t, ran some 
distance from the spot. When Mr. Hunter re
turned, he found geueral Stewart engaged with 
this intrepid soldier. He immediately advanced 
to the general's relief; upon which the setjeant 
having had bis bayonet unsh·ippcil, dropped t.is 
mu&ket, and, mounting· an adjoining fence, fell 
upon the other side, upon his back. Mr. Hun~ 
ter dismounted, and, unarmed, immediately 
followed and engaged him, demanding of several 
horsemen who advanced, to aid in securing him. 
Two of whom presented their pistols, and, after 
calling upon Mr. Hunter to disengage himself 
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from his antagonist, discharged their pistols 
without effect. This brave marine then retreated, 
unpursued, to an adjoining swamp. His escape 
appearing certain, unless immediately pursued, 
Mr. Hunter begged the loan of a sword, which 
was presented to him by the general ; and with 
which he alone pursued, and soon overtook him, 
when a conflict ensued between them, the braYe 
enemy endeavouring by many and vigorous 
efforts to get possession of the sword, and refus
ing, though repeatedly urged, to surrendet·, 
except with his life, which a fortunate stroke 
soon after terminated." · 

As the writer of this article,-which, be it 
remembered, is extracted from an American 
newspaper,--allucles to iome "erroneous impres
sions" caused by "the variety ofverbal accounts 
received," we have a right to conc1ude, that the 
account he has published is as much mo11ified 
as circumstances would admit; particularly, as 
the gallant Frenchman had not been permitted to 
live to tell his own story. When we reflect, too, 
upon the notorious partiality of the southem 
Americans to·wards the French, and their equally 
notorious hatred towards the British, the very 
fact (the knowledge of which the same account 
admits) that the poor sufferer was a Fenchman, 
rnay ltave contributed to a:ter the features of this, 
even in its present shape, heart-rending story. 

After this wounded m;nine had ' ' d ropped his 
\ . 0 L. 1 I. 
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musket," and, in climbing the fence, fallen 
(from weakness, no doubt) "upon his back," 
'\\'as it manly in the two American horsemen to 
" discharge their pistols" at him? or did Mr. 
Hunter's conduct in stepping aside to allow them 
to do so, entitle him to'' much and well-merited 
commendation"? ·was it not a cowardly act 
in Mr. Hunter to borrow, and in general Stewart 
to lend, a sword to attack an unarmed, already 
wounded man ?-And then, "a fortunate stroke" 
terminated the poor wretch's existence !-"'e 
envy not the feelings of the ''young gentleman" 
who committed, or of the general and his party 
of cavalry and volunteers who abetted, this foul 
murder :-for, what else can we call it? No 
truly bra\'e man but ·would have set a higher 
value upon the gallant se1jeant's life, for the 
determination he evinced not to surrender. Why 
not have permitted him to remain in the swamp to 
which he had fled: what dire mischief could haw 
happened to the republic by the presence of this 
unarmed individual? A day or two's residence 
in the woods might have lowered his lofty spirit; 
and he would then, perhaps, ha,·e freely surren .. 
dered to a tenth part of those whom he so long 
kept at bay; and from whom he would, no doubt, 
have ultimately escaped, had he possessed another 
musket, or perhaps another load, even, for that 
which he had. Acquitting the American com
manding officer of those accordant feelings which 
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would have prompted him to g-rant so brave a 
man his liberty, no alternative remains to ac
count for the general's hot pursuit of him, but 
that he must have felt piqued, because May
eaux's conduct was so opposite to that of the 
American captain of militia, who, in the same 
neighbourhood, and about a twelvemonth pre
vious, suffered himself to be taken prisoner by 
a one-handed British lieutenant ~ •. the navy.* 
In vain do we search through the different 
American works for any account of tiJe capture 
of set:jeant Mayeaux and his party; although 
the capture of a single indivirlual has, on othet· 
occasions, been exultingly recorded by the whole 
of our three obsequious histot·ians. It must be 
the wish of every staunch American, that the 
editot· of the Alexandria newspaper had not 
been so officious: be it out· task to give a yet 
more vermanent form to the account of the 
intrepid behaviour, and the dastal'(lly murder, 
of serjeant Mayeaux. 

After quitting Benedict, captain Barrie as
cended the river to Lower MarlbMough, a town 
about 28 miles from the capital of the United 
States.!· The pat·ty landed, aud took possession 
of the place; the militia, as ·well as the inha
bitants, flying into the woods. A schooner, 
belonging to a captain David, was captured, and 
loaded with tobacco: after which, having uumt, 

* Sec p. 39. I Sec Plate V. 
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at Lower Marlborough, and at Magruders,• on 
the opposite side of the river, tobacco-stores , 
containing 2800 hogsheads, and loaded the boats 
with stock, the detachment re-embarked. The 
Americans collected a force, estimated at about 
350 regulars, besides militia, on Holland's clifts ;• 
but some marines, being landed, traversed the 
skirts of the heights, and re-embarked without 
molestation; the American troops not again 
shewing themselves, till the boats were out of 
gun-shot. 

The blockade of commodore Barney's flotilla, 
and the depredations on the coasts of the Pa· 
tuxent, by captain Banie's squadron, caused 
great inquietude at Washington. At length, an 
order reached the American commodore, directing 
him to destroy the flotilla ; in the hopes that the 
British, having no longer such a temptation in 
their way, would retire fl'Om a position so con
tiguous to the capital. The order was suspended, 
owing to a proposal of colonel ·wadsworth, of 
the engineers; who, with two IS-pounders, upon 
travelling·-carriages, protected by a detachnient 
of marines and regular troops, engaged to drive 
away the two frigates from the mouth of the 
creek. The colonel established his battery 
behind an elevated ridge, which sheltered him 
and his men ; and, on the morning of the 26th 
of June, a simultaneous attack of the gun-boats 

* Sec Plate 5. 
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a nd battery was made upon the two frigates, 
Loire and Narcissus.* What with hot shot, the 
position chosen by the colonel not being com
l:nanded by the fire from either frigate, and 
captain Brown, the commanding officer's, having 
no force which he could land to carry the bat
tery,t the Loire and Narcissus retired to a station 
near Point Patience; and the American flotilla, 
with the exception of one barge, which put 
back, apparently disabled by the shot from the 
f1·igates, moved out of the creek, and ascended 
the Patuxent. The frigates sustained no loss 
on this occasion ; but commodore Bamey admits 
a loss of a midshipman and three men killed, 
and seven men wounded. 

)V e have here a fine opportunity of contrast
ing the difference in style, between a letter 
written by an adopted, and one written by a 
native American, upon the same subject. Com
modore Barney writes: ''This morning, at 4 
A.M. a combined attack of the artillery, marine 
corps, and flotilla, was made upon the enemy's 
two frigates, at the mouth of the creek. After 
two hours' engagement, they got under weigh, 
and made sail down the river. They are now 
warping round Point Patience, and I am movM 
ing up the Patuxent with my flotilla."+ 

An officer on board the flotilla, writes thus: 

• Wilkinson's Mcm. Vol. I. p. 739. t Ibid, p. 740, 
t 11ist. of the War, p. 22.6. 
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"We moved down with the flotilla, and joined 
in the chorus with the artillery. Our fire was 
terrible. At six o'clock they began to move, 
and made sail down the river, leaving us 
masters of the field. Thus we have again beat 
them aud their rockets, which they did not 
spare. First, ·we beat off a few boats; then, they 
increased the number; then, theJ added schoo
ners ; and now, behold the two frigates : all 
have shared the same fate. We next expect 
!>hips of the line. No matter, we will do our 
duty.') ~., 

On the 4th of .luly, the Severn, of 50 guns, 
havingjoined the Loire and Narcissus, captain 
Nourse, of the first-named ship, despatched 
captain Brown, with the marines of tbe three 
ships, (150 in number,) up St. Leonard's creek. 
Here two of commodore Barney's barges were 
found scuttled, o\ring to the damage they had 
t·ecei' ed in the actioH with the frigates. The 
barges, and se,·eral other ves~els, were burnt, 
and a large tobacco-store ilestroJed. Soon after 
this, the British quitted the Patuxent. 

On the 19th of July, rear-admiral Cockburn, 
in the l\1 arlborough 74, haviug been joined by 
a battalion of marints, and a detachment of ma
rine artillery, proceeded up the river Potomac, 
for the }Jurpose ot attackiug Leonard's-town, the 
capital of St. Mary's couuty, where the 36th 

* Na.val1Jonument, p. 240. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AllERICA. 2o3 

United States' regiment was stationed. The 
marines, under major Lewis, were landed, whilst 
the boats pu1Ied up in front of the town; but, on 
discovering the marines, the enemy's armed 
force quitted the place, and suffered the British 
to take quiet possession. A quantity of stores, 
belouging to the 36th regiment, and a number 
of arms of different descrivtions, were found 
there, and destroyed; a quantity of tobacco, 

·flour, provisions, and other articles, were brought 
a·way in the bo:.tts, and in a schooner, which was 
lying off the town. Not a musket being fired, 
nor an armed enemy seen, the town was spared. 

The Americans h:n ing co11ected some Virginia 
militia, at a place called Nominy-ferry, in Vir
ginia, a considerable way up Norniny-river, 
rear-admiral Cockbum, on the 21st, proceeded 
tl1ither, with the boats and marines; the latter 
commanded by captain l1obyns, during· the 
illness of major Lewis. The enewy's position 
w_as on a very commanding eminence, projecting 
into the water; but some marines having been 
landed on its flank, and they being seen getting 
up the Cl'agg·y side of the mountain, \\ !Jile the 
1n.ain body landed at the ferry, the enemy fell 
back, and, though pursued several miles, till 
the approach of night, escaped with the loss of 
a few prisoners. They had ''ithdrawn their 
-field-artillery, and hid it in the woods; tearing 
that, if tl.wy kept it to use against the .British, 



264 1\IILITARY OCCURRENCES DETWEEN 

they would not be able to retreat with it quick 
enough to save it from capture. :After taking 
on board all the tobacco, and other stores found 
in the place, with a quantity of cattle, and 
destroying all the storehouses and buildings, 
the rear-admiral 1·e-embarked; and, dropping 
(lown to another point of the N ominy river, 
observed some movements on slJOre, upon 
which he again landed with the marines. The 
Americans fired a volley, but, on the advance of 
the marines, fled into the woods. Every thing 
in the neighbourhood was therefore destroyed 
or brought off; and, after visiting the country 
in several other directions, covering the escape 
of the negroes who were anxious to join him, 
the rear-admiral quitted the river, aud returned 
to the ships with 135 refugee negroes, two cap
tured schooners, a large quantity of tobacco, 
(hy goods, and cattle, and a few prisoners. 
Far from considering tobacco, packed up in 
]JOgsheads, ready for shipping, as " good prize, 
by the maritime law of nations," as he did the 
no•·th-west company's goods,* Mr. O'Conner 
calls it" plundet,ed property," and the seizure 
or destruction of it the !' petty and . wanton act 
of an unprincipled and mean enemy."t 

On the 24th of July, the rear~admiral "·rent 
up St. Clement's creek, in St. Mary's county, 
·with the boats and marineR, to examine the 

* Sec p. 193, t Ilist. of the War, p. ~27. 
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country. The militia shewed themselves occa
s.ionally, but always retreated when pursued ; 
and the boats returned to the ships without any 
casualty, having captured four schooners, and 
destroyed one. The inhabitants remaining 
peaceably in their houses, the rear-admiral 
did not suffer any injury to be done to them, 
excepting at one farm, from which two musket
shots had been fired at the admiral's gig, and 
where the property was, therefore, destroyed. 

On the 26th of July, the rear-admiral pro
ceeded to the head of the Machodic river, in 
Virginia, where he burnt six schooners, whilst 
the marines marched, without opposition, over 
the country on the banks of that river; and, there 
not remaining any other place on the Virginia 
·or St. Mary's side of his Jast anchorage, that the 
rear-aclmi1·al had not visited, he, on the 28th, 
caused the ships to move above Blackstone's 
Island; and, on the 29th, proceeded, with the 
boats and marines, up the Wicomoco river. He 
landt:d at Ham burgh and Chaptico; from which 
latter place he shipped a considerable quantity 
of tobacco, and visited several houses in differ
ent parts of the country; the owners of which 
l iving quietly with their families, and seeming 
to considt:r themselves and the neighbourhood 
to be at his disposal, he caused no farther incon
n~nience to them, than obliging them to furnish 
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supplies of cattle and stock for the use of his 
forces; for which they were liberally paid. 

On the 2d of August, the squadron dropped 
down the Potomac, near to the entrance of the 
Yocomoco river, which the rear-admi1·al en
teJ·ed on the following day, with the boats and 
marines, and landed with the latter. The 
enemy had here collected in great force, and 
made more l'e!iistance tl1an usual, but the ardor 
and determination of the rear-admiral's gallant 
little band, carried all before it; and, after 
forcing the enemy to give way, the marines fol
lowed him 10 miles up the country, captured a 
field-piece, and burnt several houses, which bad 
been converted into depots for militia-arms, 
&c. Learning, afterwards, that general Hun
gerford had rallied his men at Kinsale, the rear
admiral proceeded thither; and, though the 
enemy's position was extremely strong, he had 
only time to give the British an ineffectual volJey 
before the lattet· gained the height, when he 
again retired with precipitation ; and did not 
re-appear. The stores found at Kinsale were 
then shipped without molestation; and, hav
ing burnt the store-houses and other places, 
with two old schooners) and destroyed two bat
teries, the rear-admiral re-embarked, bringing 
away: fire prize-schooners, a large quantity of 
tobacco, flour, &c. a field-piece, and a few pri-
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soners. The American general Taylor was 

wound~d and unhorsed, and escape·d only 
through the thickness of the wood and bushes, 
into which he ran. The British had three men 
killed, and as many wounded. Thus 500 Bri
tish marines penetrated 10 mi]es into the enemy's 
country, and skirmished, on their way back, 
surrounded by woods, in the face of the whole 
collected militia of Virginia, undet· generah 

Hunget·ford and Taylor; and yet, after thi s 
long march, carried th~ heights of Kinsale in 
the most g-allant manner. 

Coau river, a few miles below Yocomoco, 

being the only inlet on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac, that the rea ·-admiral had uot visited , 

he proceeded on the 7th to attack it, with the 
boats and marines. After a tolerably quick fire 
on the boats, the enemy went off precipitately, 
with the guns: the battery was destroyed, and 

the river ascended, in which three schooners 

were captured, and some tobacco brought off. 
On the 12th, the rear-admiral proceeded up 

St. Mary's creek, and landed in various parts of 

the count•·y about that extensive inlet; bu t 

Without seeing a single armed person, thoug h 
militia had formerly been stationed at St. Mary's 
factory for its defence ; the inhabitants of the 

state appearing to consider it wiser to submit, 

than to attempt opposition. On the 15th of 

A no-ust, the rear-admiral again landed within 
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St. Mary's creek ; but found, in the different 
parts of the country, the same quiet and sub
missive conduct on the part of the inhabitants, 
a~ in the places visited on the 12th. The ac
~ount of the preceding operations on the coasts 
of the Chesapeake, with a battalion of marines, 
a detachment of marine-artillery and of seamen, 
in all, under 700 men, is extracted exclusively, 
from rear-admiral Cockburn's official report of 
his proceedings: the truth of which is tacitly 
admitted by the silence of the American his
todans on the subject; although the British 
accounts had long previously come to their 
bands. 

While the British men-of-war were lying in 
the rivers of the Chesapeake, the negroes from 
the neighbouring plantations were continually 
flocking to the banks ; entreating·, by the most 
piteous signs, to be rescued from a life of slavery. 
Could such appeals be made in vain ?-They 
were taken off, by hundreds; and obtained from 
an enemy that liberty, which their own free 
country denied to them. It was in vain that 
the American government, by asserting, through 
the medium of the prints H known to be friendly 
to the war," that the British, after receiving the 
negroes, "shipped the wretches to the West 
Indies, n·here they were sold HS slaves, for the 
benefit of British officers," • attempted to check 

* History of the War. p. 183, 
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the flow of slave-emigration. This plan failing, 
the editor of the " Norfolk Herald" was in
structed or induced to say:-" To take cattle 
or other stock, would be consistent with the 
usage of civilized warfare; but to take negroes, 
who are human beings; to tear them for eYer 
from their kindred and connexions, is what we 
should never expect from a Christian nation, 
especially one that has done so much to abolish 
the slave~trade. There are negroes in Virginia, 
and, we believe, in all the southern states, who 
have their interests and affections as strongly 
eugrafted in their hearts, as the l-vhites, and who 
feel the sacred ties of filial, parental, and con
jugal affection, equally strong, and who are 
warmly attached to thei1· owners, and the scenes 
of their nativity. To those, no inducement 
'-'·hich the enemy could ofrer, would be sufficient 
to tempt them away. To drag· them away, then, 
by force, would be the greatest cruelty. Yet, it 
is reserved for England, who boats of her reli
gion and loYe of humanity, to practice this 
piece of cruelty, so repugnant to the dictates of 
Christianity and civilization."~ 

Whether this article was penned at Washing
ton, or on board of one of the British ships in 
the bay, it is the happiest piece of satire, that 
has appeared in an American newspaper. It 
Commences with an unq nalified admission, that, 

*HistoryofthcWar, p.l 85, 
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c, to take cattle or othet· stock" is " consistent 
with the usage of civilized warfare;" whereas, in 
all the American histories, not excepting that even 
from which the extract is made, the British are 
accused of" plundering larg-e quantities of cattle." 
As, howevet·, the British commanders, whenever 
the owners could be found, invariably paid for 
what they did take, the admission is of little 

se. But are not thos ~' ''human beings, who 
have their interests and affections as strongly 
ng•·afted in their hearts as the whites," part, 

and a valuable part too, of the " stock" ~f an 
American planter?-The readet· has only to tal-.e 
1p a Charlestown, a w-ashington, a Richmond, 
or even a " Norfolk" newspaper, and a whole 
~ide of advertisements, will presently assure him 
of the degrading fact. Let it not be concealed 
either, • that the treatment of the slaves in, and 
who form sa great a portion of the southern 
population of, the United States, is ten-timrs 
more horrid and disgusting· than any thing that 
occu1·s among a similar class of" human being·s'' 
in the: British West Indies. In addition to the 

accounts published in the American newspapers, 
and the description given, and marks shown by, 
the refugee-slaves themsehes, it is only neces~ 
sary, in order to substantiate the fact, to refer 
to the code of laws by which the American, in 
comparison with that by which the Bt·itish, 
negroes are o·overned. We freely admit that, 
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"to drag away, by force," those slaves who 
(if any such are to be found in the United States) 
are "warmly attached to their owners and to the 
place of their nativity," would be "the greatest 
cruelty." But who has done so? The British 
in the Chesapeake, as the Americans themse] ves 
inform us, were frequently straitened for pro. 
visions ; how ridiculous, then, is the charge, that 
the captains of ships, by way of encreasing the 
consumption on board, and without any con·es
ponding benefit, should send parties on shore, 
first to catch,-in which they must have been 
tolerably active,-and then to " drag away," 
the slaves of the Ame1·ican planters. If, for 
receiving on board such as voluntarily offered 
themsehes, the British officers required any other 
~anction than " the dictates of Christianity and 
civilization," they might find it in the following 
resolution, submitted io the consideration of the 
house of representatives of the United States, by 
Mr. Fisk, of Vermont:-" Resolved, that the 
committee on public lands be instructed to 
enquire into the expediency of giving to each 
deserter from the British army, during the pre
sent war, 100 acres of the public lands, such 
deserter actually settling the same.''* ' Ve have 
he1·e a fine specimen of the " national honor" of 
the United States, about which so much has been 
said and written! 

* N a tiona! Intclligcnccr, Sept. 28th, 1814. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Early intimation of tlte attaclc upon Wasltington
Defen.sive preparations in consequence-Arrival 
at Bennuda of t1·oops fi'orn France-Departure 
of general Ross in the Tonnant for the Cltesa
pealce-Reconnoissance on slHwe by the latter and 
1·ea1·-adrniral Coclcburn-Meditated attaclc upo1~ 
·washington-Arrival of the tt·oops from Ber
muda-Differentroutes to T--Vas!tington-Captain 
Gordon's affair in the Potomac-Disembarca
tion of the troops at Benedict in the Patu:rent
Purs1tit, by the combiued foTces, of commodore 
Barne.l/'s.flotilla-Its destruction-Man·lz of the 
British troops-Thei1· an·ival at Upper Marl
borough- Rew·-admiral Cockbum's Junction 
u:ith them- Advance of the British towards 
Washington-Correct American account of their 
numbe1·-Retrcal of the American anny by Bla
densburg to Washington- Furtlwr advance of 
the British-American account of general Wi,n
de1-'s force-Be-advance to Bladensburg-Ap
peamnce on the field of the pTesident of the 
United States-American account tJj the battle 
of Bladensburg- Flight of the Americans
Mutual loss-Behaviour of JJir. Madison-His 
narrow escape from capture-American plans 4 
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their towns and cities; of 1'vew York in particular 
-R,-iej description of Wasltinglon-Advance of 
part of the British force from Bladensburg
- Its encampment near Washington-Reconnois
sance of general Ross and othe1· f!tfice1·s-Fire 
opened upon them-Advance of tlte light com
panies-Destnu:tion of the capitol and two houses 
whence lliejh·e proceeded-Explosion at the navy
yaTd-A?·rival al tile encampment of 1·emainder 
rif BTitis!t forces-Entry into Washington of 
200 British-Destruction tif the prt·sident's house; 
also of the lreasu1:; and war ~!Jices-Ancedote of 
a British centinel-Amount of Anurican force 
in tlu! vicinity-Accident at Greenleaf's-point
Desl1·uction oft he secretary's of state's f!tfice, rope
wallcs, ordnance, bridge, navy-ya1·d, g"c. -
Amount of public property dest,-oyed-Aclcnou·
ledged 1·espect paid to private pTope1·ty-Depm·
tu1·e of tlte British from Washington-Their 
unmolested arrival, and disembarkation, at Bene
dict-A me,·ican accounts-En-oneous impression 
respecting reaT-admiral Cockburn's conduct at 
Wasltington-Si1· Ale:mnde1· Cochrane's lette1· to 
lt1r. Munro, and its n~ply-Mr. Madison's pTO· 
clamation-B1·itish accounts-Annual Register 
-Parliamentm:; speech. 

SOME hints thrown out by the British com
tnissionet·s at the conference at Ghent, coupled 
with the rumoured destination of British troops 

VOL. H. T 
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shipping in the ports of France, induced the 
American commissioners to intimate to their 
govemment, that an attack upon the federal 
city would probably be made in the course of 
the summer of 1814. This notice reached Mr. 
Madison on the 26th of June; and, on the 1st of 
July, he submitted to his council a plan for im
mediately ca1Jing 2 or 3000 men into the field, 
and holding 10 or 12000 militia and volunteers, 
of the neighbouring states, in readiness to rein
force that corps. On the next day, he created 
into a military district, the whole state of Mat·y
land, the district of Columbia, and that part of 
Virginia north of the Rappahannock river, em
bracing an exposed coast of m·arly 1000 miles ; 
vulnerable at every point, and intersected bJ 
many large rivers, and by Chesapeake bay. On 
the 4th of July, as a further defensive prepara
tion, the president made a requisition to the 
several states of the union, for 93500 militia, as 
authorized by law; desig·nating their respective 
quota, and requesting the executive magistrates 
of each state, to detach and hold them in readi
ness for immediate service. Of these 93500 
militia, 16000 were to be drawn from the tenth 
military district, or that surrounding the metro
polis; fm· whose defence they were intended. 

On the 2d of June sailed from Verdun roads,. 
the Royal Oak, rear-admiral Malc(}lm, acc'om
panied by three frigates, three sloops, two bomb-
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vessels five ships armees en flute, and three 
transports, having on board the 4th, 21st, 44th, 
and 8.5th, regiments, with a proportion of royal 
artiJlery, and sappers and miners, under the 
command of major-general Ross. On the 24th 
of July the squadron arrived at Bermuda, and 
there joined vice-admi.-al Cochrane, in the 
Tonnant. On the 2d of August, vice-admiral 
Cochrane, having received on board the Tonnant 
1najor-general Ross and his staff, sailed, in com .. 
pany with the Euryalus, for Chesapeake ·bay; 
and, on the 14th of August, arrived, and joined 
the Albion, vice-admiral Cockburn,offthe mouth 
of the Potomac. On the next day, major .. 
general Ross, accompanied by rear-admiral 
Cockburn, went on shore to reconnoitre. The 
rear-admiral's knowledge of the country, as well 
as the excellent plan he adopted to prevent sur .. 
prise, enabled the two officers to penetrate 
further, than would otherwise have been pru· 
dent. The thick woods that skirt, and the 
numerous ravines that intersect, the different 
roads around Washington, offer important ad van .. 
tages to an ambushing enemy. Rear-admiral 
Cockburn, therefore, in his frequent walks 
through the country, invariably moved forward 
between two parties of marines, occupying, in 
open order, the woods by the road-side. Each 
marine carried a bugle, to be used as a signal, 
in case of casual separation, or the appearance 

T 2 
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of an enemy. It was during the excursion with 
general Ross, that rear-admiral Cockburn sug, 
gested the facility of an attack upon the city of 
Washington ; and general Ross determined, as 
soon as the troops should arrive from Bermuda, 
to make the attempt. 

On the 17th of August, rear-admiral Malcolm, 
with the troops, arrived, and joined vice-admiral 
Cochrane, off the mouth of the Potomac ; and 
the whole proceeded to the Patuxent, about 20 

miles further up the bay. In the meantime, 
captain Gordon, with some Yessels of the squad
ron, had been detached up the Potomac, to 
bombard Fort-Warburton, situate on the left 
bank of that river, about 14 miles below the 
federal city; and captain Parlter, with the Mene
laus frigate, up the Chesapeake, above Baltimore, 
to create a diversion in that quarter. The 
successful pmceedings of captain Gordon, in 
the destruction of the fort; and,-a measure 
entirely his own,-the capture of the populou~ 
town of Alexandria, will be found fully 
detailed in our na,al volume.* The direct 
1·oute to Washington, from the mouth <Yf the 
Potomac, was up that river, about 50 miles, to 
Fort-Tobacco; thence, onr land, by the village 
of Piscataway, 32 miles, to the lower bridge across 
the eastern branch of the Potomac ; but, as no 
doubt could be entertained that this bridge; 

* James'~ Nav. Occur. p. 381-6. 
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which was half a mile long, and had a draw at 
the west-end, would be defended, as well by a 
body of troops, as by a bea''Y sloop of war and 
a armed schooner, known to be in the 1·iver, 

the route up the Patuxent, and by Bladensburg, 
where the eastem branch, in case of the bridge 
at that spot being destroyed, could be easily 
forded, was preferred. 

Commorlore Barney'sgun·boats were still lying· 
in the Patuxent, up which they had been driven.~ 
An immediate attempt against this " much
vaunted flotiJia" offered two advantages; one, 
in its capture or destruction, the other, as a pre
text for ascending the Patuxent, with the troops, 
destined for the attack of the city. Part of the 
ships, having advanced as high up the river as 
the depth of water would allow, disembarked the 
troops, on the 19th and 20th of August, at Bene
dict, t a small town, about .'50 miles south-east 
of 'Vashington. On the evening of the 20th, 
rear.admira) Cockbum, taking with him the 
armed boats and tenders of the fleet, proceeded 
up the river, to attack commodore Barney's 
flotilla; and to supply with provisions, and, if 
necessary, afford protection to, the army, as it 
ascended the right bank. For the full details of 
the successful enterprise against the American 
flotilla, we must refer to our naval volume.:j: In 

* See252 p. t See Plate V. 
t James's Nav. Occur. p. 375. 
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justice to commodore Barney, we shall here 
introduce general Wilkinson's statement upon 
the subject. " Cockburn," says the general, 
' ' with his barges, pursued Barney's flotilla, 
which had, by order of president Madison, been 
unfortunately abandoned, and was, without re· 
sistance, blown up; when it will Le apparent to 
every competentjudge, that, from the narrowness 
of the channel, the commodore could have 
defended himself, and repulsed any floating force 
the enemy could have brought against him ; and 
his flanks were well secured, by the extent of the 

'marches on both sides of the river.""" 
Mr. Thomson bas found out, that general 

Ross, while on his march, avoided an engage· 
mentwith an inferior number of American troopS'. 
Having previously stated the Briti!>h force at 
" about 6000 regulars, seamen, and marines," 
being 1000 more than Mr. O'Connor, and 2000 
more than doctor Smith makes them, Mr. Thom· 
son says:-" The enemy app1·oached the wood-
yard, a position 12 miles only from the city, and 
at which general Winder's forces were drawn up. 
The£e consisted of about 5000 men, and offered 

1 
battle to the British troops. But general Ross, 
upon reaching the neighbourhood of Notting· 
ham, turned to his right, and took the road to 
Marlborough, upon \vhich general Winder fell 
back to Battalion Old Fields, about eight miles 

• Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I . p. 766. 
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from the city.'' "* To mal{e it appear, also, that 
the British were actua1ly pursued, he, in the very 
next paragraph, declares, that " several pri
soners" were taken. As general Ross, aftm· 
stating the landing of the army, says merely:
,, On the 2~st it reached Nottingham," we should 
have only the improbability of the thing to 
oppose to Mr. Thomson's gasconade, had not 
general Wilkinson touched upon the subject. 
" On the morning of the 22d," says the general, 
'' the cavalry of Laval and Tilghman, say 200 
men, with the regular troops, under lieutenant
colonel Scott, about 400 strong, were ordered 
to advance towards Nottingham, and reached 
Oden's house, where they were soon foJiowed by 
major Peter, with six 6-pounders, flying artil
lery, and a detachment of about 250 select men. 
General Ross marched from Nottingham, the 
same morning, by the chapel road leading to 
Marlborough; and, on discovering the Ameri
can troops, made a detachment to his left to 
meet them, which advanced to the foot of the 
hill near Oden's house, when the American 
troops fell back, and the enemy resumed their 
march."t 

On the afternoon of the 22d, general Ross, 
with the troops, arrived, and encamped, at the 
town of Upper Marlborough, situate about foqr 

* Sketches of the War, p. 334. 
t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 705. 
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miles up the western branch of the Patuxent. 
The men, there~on~, after having been nearly 
three months on board ship, had, in less than 
three days, marched 40 miles; and that in the 
month of August, when the sultriness of the cli
mate could scarcelJ be tolerated. We may form 
some idea of the military obstacles that mig},t 
have presented themselves during the march, by 
the observations of general Wilkinson. '' Not a 
single bridge," says he," was broken, not a cause
way destroyed, not an inundation attempted, 
not a tree fallen, not a rood of the road ob
structed, nor a gun fired at the enemy, in a 
march of near 40 miles, from Benedict to Upper 
Marlborough, by a route on which there are 10 

or a dozen difficult defiles; which, with a few 
l1our's labour, six pieces of light artillery, 300 
infantry, 200 riflemen, and 60 dragoons, might 
have been defended against any force that could 
approach them : such is the narrowness of the 
road, the profundity of the ra,•ines, the steep
ness of the acclivities, and the sharpness of the 
ridges."* While general Ross and his men were 
resting themsehes at Upper Marlborough, gene
rei Winder and his army, now joined by com· 
modore Barney and the men of his flotilla, were 
lying at their encampment at the long Old 
Fields, only eight miles distant. With the full 
knowledge uf what a fatiguing march the British 

• Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 759. 
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had made, the hero of La Colle mill declares, 
that general Ross, with his " 4 or 5000 veteran 
troops, oug·h t to ha,·e mat·ched upon and routed " 
general \\ inder.* The latter, ho\ ever, "rashly 
kept his position during the night;" and, on 
the next mol'lling, the American troops were 
reviewed by .Mr. lVIadison, " thei1· commander
in-chief, whose martial appearance gladdened 
eve•·y conntenancc and encouraged every heart."* 
Soon afler the review, a detachment from the 
1\merican army advanced along the road to 
Upper :\1arlborough; and, after exchanging a 
fl:>w shots with the British skirmishers, fell back 
to the main body. 

On the morning of the 23d, rear-admiral Cock~ 
hum, having left at Pig-point, directly opposite 
to the western branch, t the marines of the sl1ips, 
under cuptain Robyns, and two divisions of the 
boats, ci'Ossed over, with the third division, to 
.\1ount Calvert; and proceeded, by ]and, to the 
llriti~h encampment at Upper Marlborough. 
The little opposition experienced by the army 
in its march from Benedict, and the complete· 
success that had attended the expedition against 
commodore Barney's flotilla, determined major
general Ross to make an immediate attempt 
upon the city of Washington, distant from 
Upper Marlborough not more than 16 miles. 

At the desire ofthe major-general, the marine 

->!': Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 766. t See Plate V. 
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and naval forces at Pig-point were moved o\·er 
to Mount Calvert; and the ship-marines, marine· 
artillery, and a proportion of seamen, joined th« 
army at Upper Marlborough. It is now time 
to give the numbers of the British, so fearlessly 
approaching the metropolis of the United States. 
Fortunately, the only American account which 
pretends to any accuracy upon that point, 
supplies us with the necessary information. 

"'fhose," says Dr. Smith," who had the best 
opportunities of counting them, (the British,) 
calculated that their whole number was about 
4000; and this calculation is warranted by the 
incidents in the field."* He then states, that 
the British army; under major-general Ross, was 
distributed into three brigades; the first bri· 
gade, commanded by colonel Brooke, of the 
4:!th, and composed of the 4th and 44th regi· 
ments ; the second brigade, commanded by 
colonel Patterson, of tbe 21st regiment, and 
composed of that regiment, the second battalion 
of marines, and the ship-marines under captain 
Robyns ; the third brigade, commanded by 
colonel Thornton, of the 85th light infantry, 
and composed of that regiment, the light com
panies of the 4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, one 
Fompany of marine skirmishers, a detachment 
of colonial marines, also of royal artillery, with 
two 3-pounders and a howitzer, and a party of 

* History of the United States, Vol. 111. p. ~98 . 
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seamen and engineers, with rockets.* Leaving 
captain Robyns, with the mari11es of the ships, 
in possession of Upper Marlborough, major
general Ross and rear-admiral Cockburn, with 
the troops, marines, and seamen, whose number, 
notwithstanding tbe absence of captain Robyns 
and his party, .we will still st~1te at 4000, moved 
for·ward, on the evening of the 23d; and, before 
dark, arrived, and bivouacked for the night, at 
a spot five miles nearet· to Washington. t 

As if by concert, the American army 1·etired 
from the long Old Fields, about the same time 
that the British army advanced from Uppet· 
Marlborough; the patroles of the latter actu
alJy occupyiug·, before midnig·ht, the ground 
which the former had abandoned. The Ameri
can army did not stop till it reached Washing
ton; where it encamped, fot· the night, near the 
navy-yard."t On the same evening, upwards of 
2000 troops arrived at Bladensburg from Bal
timore. At day-light on the morning of the 
24th, general Ross put his troops in motion for 
Bladensb-urg, 12 miles from his camp; and, 
having halted by the way, arrived at the heights 
facing the village about half-past 11 o'clock. § 
While the British tl'Qops are resting themselves, 
and preparing for the attack, we will endeavout· 

* Hist. of the United States, Vol. III. p. 298. 
t Sec Plate V. t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol, I. p. 767. 

~ Se43 Plate VI. d d. 
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to place before the reader, the force which they 
had to overcome, before they could enter the 
metropolis of the United States. 

" The army under general \\-inder," says 
doctor Smith, " consisted of:-

" United States' dragoons 
Maryland ditto 
District of Columbia ditto 

Virginia ditto 

Regular infantry 

Seamen and marines 

Stansbury's brigade of militia 
Sterrett's regiment, ditto 
Baltimore artillery, ditto 
l:>inkney'1 battalion, ditto 

Smith's brigade, ditto 
Cramer's battalion, ditto 
Waring's detachment, ditto 

Maynard's ditto ditto 

Boall's and Hood's regiment of ditto 

Volunteer corps 

Total at Bladensburg 

At hand, 

Young's brigade of militia 

Minor's Vir~inia corps 

Grand Total 

140 
240 

50 
100 
-- 5~0 

500 

600 
--1100 
1353 
500 
150 . 
150 

--2153 
1070 

240 
150 
150 

--1Gl0 
800 
350 

--1150 

6543 

450 

600 
-1050 

"' Hist. of the U. S. Vol. III. p. 297. 

li 
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According to general Armstrong·'s letter to 
the editor of the " Baltimore Patriot," of Sep
tember 3, general Winder had, under his com
mand, exclusive of the 15000 militia . he was 
directed to call out, as many regular troops 
and seamen, as would make his total force, 
when assembled, " 16300 men." " General 
Winder," proceeds doctor Smitl1, " after the 
battle, reported his forces at about 5000 

n1en ; * nearly 2600 less tllan appears from 
the preceding· detail.''t 1 10r has the general 
given any account of his artillery ; although we 
find that" the American army had, on the field, 
not fewer than 23 pieces, varying from 6 to 
18 -pounders." t This anny "vas drawn up, in 
h\'o lines, upon very commanding heights, on 
the north of the tumpike-road leading from 
Hladensbu1·g to Washiugton ; and, as an addi
tional incitement to glory on the part of the 
Atuerican troops, thei•· president was on the 
field. " Every eye," says general Wilkinson, 
"was immediately tumed upon the chief; every 
bosom throbbed with confidence; and every 
nerve was strung with valor. No doubts 
t·emained with the troops that, in their chief 
tnagisr rate they beheld their commander-in
chief, who, like another 1\'Jaurice, having, by his 
irresolutiou in council, exposed the country to 
the chances and acci~ents of a general engage-

lit App. No . 66. t Hist. of the U. S. Vol. HI. p. 297. 
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ment, had now come forward to repair the 
error, by his activity in the field ; determined to 
throw himselfinto the gap of danger, and not 
to survive the honot· of his country, especia11y 
entrusted to his guardianship."• 

The affair,-for it hardly deserves the name 
of battle,-of Bladensburg, m~y be given in the 
words of general Wilkinson; as~isted by a refer
ence to his own diagram.t "The enemy," says 
the general, '' made the attack with their light 
brigade; the right wing, led by colonel Brooke} 
of the 44-th regiment, and the left by colonel 
Thornton, of the 85th. They crossed the bridge 
in disorder, and the skirmishers advanced in 
loose order, and forced the battery and riflemen 
in A, i. The right wing formed in u, u, and 
followed the skirmishers through the corn-field, 
p, p, and the orchard, q, q, and over the field, 
forward of the tobacco-house, lc. Captain 
Doughty," (with a corps of riflemen,) " formed 
in l, gave a few fires, and retired with the rest 
of the troops; and the enemy pursued to the 
fence 14, 14; while our troops genernl1y re
treated,'' proceeds the general, "by. n, n, n.'' 
Before we proceed to detail the operations of 
colonel Thomton's wing, a little explanation, 
as to numbers, may be necessary. The Ameri~ 
can force, thus routed by about 750 rank an4 
file of the 4th and 44th regiments, including 'il-

* Wilkinson':~ Mem. Y ol. I. p. 7i I. t See Plate VI. 
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rocket-party, consisted of, regular and militia 
dragoons, 530; major Pinkney's battalion of 
militia-riflemen, 150; Doug·hty's riflemen, num
ber uot stated; Stansb~ry's militia-brigade, 
1353; Sterret's militia-regiment, 500; Balti
more arti1lery, with six pieces,• 1.50; major 
Peters, with six pieces of a•·tillery, and lieutenant
colonel Scott, with the 36th United St~tes· 
regiment, together, 500 ;t Burch's artillery, 
with four pieces:t number of men not given ; 
Smith's militia brigade, 1070: total 4000 men , 
and 16 pieces of artillery. It is fortunate that 
We have American testimony f01· the extraor
dinary account here given. 

Requesting the reader again to tum to the 
diagram, we wilJ, with general Wilkinson's 
assi<>tance, narrate the proceedings of the re
maiuder of the British and American forces. 
'· Colonel Thornton," says he, " with the left 
wing, pushed up the turnpike-road, and was 
about to attack the 5th regiment, in flank, when 
it gave way. There were a great many com
lllanders this day, and, among them, not tho 
least discerning, colonel Wadsworth ; who, to 
avoid interference with others, and rende1· what 
service be could, had prepared, and, with a few 
hands, brought forward, two field-pieces to t, t , 
on the turnpike, with intention to open and 

• See Plate VI. /1 . 
t Ibid. 0 . 

+ Ibid. 9 and 10. 
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maintain a retreating fire upon the column of 
the enemy as it advanced; which, while his 
flanks were secure, would undoubtedly have 
retarded, galled, and cut them sensibly; but, 
after the first shot, which will be found in the 
under-work of the bridge, his men introduceo 
the wrong end of the cartridge, and, instead of 
drawing it to get it out, deprest;ed the muzzle of 
the piece until the trail and wheels overturned, 
and, by this time, the enemy was so near as to 
oblige them to flee for safety. Seeing the troops 
on his right give way, colonel Thornton advanced, 
crossed the conduit, and ascended the (\pposite 
. ide of the ravine; but was so warmly received 
by commodore Barney's battery of three 
18 pounders at 4, '*' that, after some pause and 
fluctuation, he tumed to his left, and displayed 
in a field in 2, 2, where he, for a few rounds, 
combated a valorous little band of the mariuc 
corps, commanded by captain Miller, with 
three 1:2-pounders, in 3, and the flotilla-men of 
commodore Barney, in 5, 5; which forced hil11 
to incline to his left, and endeavour to tum the 
American right, by a wood, in 2, 2, 2, 2, where 
he was met by colonel Beall, who was formed 
uuder the summit of a conical hill, in 6, o." 
General Wilkinson then introduces a long letter 
from colonel Beall; from which we gather, tl.at, 
after firing a few rounds, the latter and his 

* 'lee Plate VT. 
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regiment, took to their heels. After a resistance, 
which, compared to the behaviour of the Ame
I'ican troops in general, may be termed gallant, 
the flotilla-men and marines retreated; leaving 
upon the field, their commanders, commodore 
Barney and captain Miller, severely wounded; 
and who, along with their guns, fell into the 
hands of the British. Without considering that 
the Amea·ican right was reinforced by its l'e
tl'eating· left, o1· the British left by its advancing 
rig!Jt, we may state the relative numbers, at this 
end of tLe field, as 7:30 Britil)h and 2500 A me
ricans. Ten pieces of cannon were taken ; but 
not above 120 prisoners ;"f "owing," says rear
admiral Cockburn, " to the sn iftness with 
which the enemy went off, and the fatigue our 
nnny had pt·e,'iously undergone." t The re
treating American troops proceeded, with all 
haste, towards \\ asbington; and the Bt·itish 
troops, including the rear-didsion, which had, 
just at the close of the short scuffle, anived upon 
the ground, halted, to take some refreshment. 

!lad it not been for the American artillery, 
the loss of the British would have been very 
hifling·. \Ve find 24 pieces m:ll'ked upon gene~ 
l'al Wilkinson's diagram .:J: Those at It com
pletely · enfiladed the bridge, and were Yery 
destructive to the advancing column. Under 

• App. No. 66. + App. No, 6:1. 

:j: Sec Plate VI. h, o, 10, 4, 3, t t . 
VOL, n . u 
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these circumstances, the British loss amounted 
to, one captain, two lieutenants, five se1jeants, 
and 56 rank and file, killed; two lieutenant· 
colonels, one major, one captain, 14 lieutenants, 
two ensigns, 10 se1jeants, and 155 rauk and 
file, wounded ; total, 6t! killed, 185 wounded : 
grand total, 249. Of the American loss we 
have no very accurate account. Mr. Thomson, 
in the single instance of the Bladensbmg battle, 
does not say a word on the subject. Doctor 
Smith says :-" General ·winder supposed that 
the loss of his army was from 30 to 40 killed, 
and from 50 to 60 wounded.• It is believed, 
however, that this is a large computation; for 
doctor Cadet, the attending surgeon, stated the 
killed at 10 or 12 ; and the wounded, some of 
whom · died, at 30."t As the British two 
3-pounders and howitzer, being stationed near 
to e, in Bladensburg ,•illage, were of little 
service ; and, as the Americans did not stay to 
receive many rounds of musketry, nor one thrust 
of the bayonet, their trifling loss is by no means 
e,x.traordinary. ,\.ithout wishing to exult over 
a fa.llen foe, we may express our surpri . e, that 
the classical ground,:\: in the 'neighbourhood of. 
which " the me1·itorious conquerors of Tecum
seh,"§ among other American troops, were 
drawn up, should have failed to inspire them 

• App. No. 66. + Hi st. of the U. States, Vol. III. P· 298. 

t Thcrmopyl re , Tiber, &c. 
~ Wilkinson'~ l\l cm. Vol. I. p. 770; and our Vol. I . p. 29 ~. 
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with a portion of that'' Roman," o1·, in reference 
to " American," '' second degTee valor," spoken 
of by an American congress-man.* 

What became of Mr. Madiwn? is a question· 
the reader is, no douLt, anxious to haYe solved. 
" 'e shall here quote, and let it be understood 
that we are quoting, the words of an American 
writer:-'' Not all the allurements of fame, not 
all the obligations of duty, nor the solemn invo
cations of honor, could excite a spark of courage: 
the love of a life which ltad become useless to 
mankind, and sened but to embarrass the public 
councils, and prejudice the public cause, stifled 
the voice of patt·iotism, and prevailed over the· 
love of glory; and, at the l'ery first shot, the 
trembling coward, with a faltering voice, ex
claimed·-' Come b()'eneral Armstrono· · come . ' ~, ' 
colonel Munro ; let us go, and Jea,' e it to the 
commanding general.'" t Acco•·ding to the 
testimony of Mr. William Simmons, one of d.LC 
witnesses examined by the Ameri<:an committee 
of investigation, assembled in consequence of 
the capture of Washington, the American pre- · 
sident, the attorney-general, and sec•·etarics of 
war and state, were indebted to his informa
tion, for not having fallen into the hands of 
majo•·-general Ross, rear-admiral Cockburn, 
colonel Thorn ton, and a number of staff-officers, 
who, in their undress coats, had entered "BJa-

• Sec- p. 25. t Wilkinson'~ Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 783. 

u2 



292 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

densburg, by a circuitous route, unobserved by 
any but Mr. Simmons. A delay of five minutes 
would, it appears, have placed the commander
in-chief of the armies of the United States, and 

1 

the whole executive corps, in the hands of the 

British. 
Europeans, often to their cost, read accounts 

of the fine rich land to be met with, in almost 
all parts of the United States. It is a matter of 
equal policy, to show the existence of markets 
capable of carrying off the abundant produce of 
so fruitful a soil : tl1erefore, most plans of towns 
or cities sent to Em·ope from the United States, 
have their sites ready covered with all the 
streets, which even a century may not see built. 
We have now before us a large folding map of 
the city of New York, with all its squares 
filled up in black, resembling a map of 
London, rather than of Liverpool, which it 
scarcely reaches in population. It will not, 
then, surprise the reader, that the city of 
Washington, ot·, as the bard of Lalla Rookh once 

sang,-

" This famed metropolis, where Fancy sees 
Squares in morasses, obelisks in trees; 
Whtch travelling fools and gazetteers adorn, 

With shrines unbuilt, and heroes yet unborn;" 

covering, as it does. about eight square miles of 
ground, should contain no more than 400 housii ; 
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less, than is to be found in a single street 
of London.* 

As soon as the troops were refreshed, g·eneral 
Ross and rear-admiral Cockburn, " with 1000 

men," t moved forward from Bladensburg; and, 
at about eight o'clock in the evening, anived 
at an open piece of gTound, two miles+ from the 
federal city. The troops were here drawn up, 
while major-general Ross, rear-admiral Cock
burn, and several other officers, accompanied by a 
small guard, rode forward to reconnoitre. On 
ani ving O})posi te to some houses, the party halted; 
and, just as the officers had closed each other, in 
order to consult whether or not it would be 
prudent to enter the heart of the city that night, 
a volley was fired from the windows of one of two 
adjoining houses, and from the capitol ; § w·hich 
voiJey l{ilJed one soldier, and general Ross's 
horse from under him, and wounded three 
soldiers. II Rear-admiral Cockburn instantly 
1·ode back to the detachment, stationed in 
ad\'ance; and soon returned with the light 
compames. The house was then surrounded ; 
and, after some prisonet·s had been taken from 
it, II set on fire; the adjoining house feU with it. 
The capitol, which was contiguous to these 

* Strand. + History of the United States, Vol. III. p. 294. 
i Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 791. § App. No. 62~ 

II Poulson's Philadelphia paper, of August 29, 1814. 
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houses, and which was'' capable of being made 
an impreg·nable citadel against an enemy, with 
little artiller.r, and that of the lighter class," • 
was also set on fire. The cc capitol containing 
the senate-chamber, representative-hall, supreme 
court-room, congressional library, and legisla
tive archives;" t these rooms," ot· public build
ings," as many of our London journalists have 
called them, could not otherwise than share 
the fate of the building of which they formed 

part. 
ScarceJy had the flames burst out from the 

capitol and the two contiguous houses, than an 
awful explosion announced, that the Americans 
were employed upon the same business in the 
.]ower part of the eit.y. By this time the re
mainder of the British forces from Bladensb~rg 
had arrived at tlu~ encampment. At about half
})a&t 10, after a party had been sent to destroy 
the fort and public worl·s at Greenleaf's point, 
major-general Ross, and rear-admiral Cockburn, 
each at the head of a small detachment of men, 
numbering, together, not more than 200, t pro
.ceetled doYrn the hill towards the president's 
palace. Finding it utterly abandoned, and 
hearing, probably, that a guard of soldiers, with 
" two pieces of cannon, well-mounted on travel-

* History of the U nitcu States, Vol. II T. p. 29f>. t Ibid. 294. 

t Wilkinson's 1.\lcm. Vol. I. p. 791. 
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ling carriages;"'* had been stationed at, and but 
recently fled from, this the American "com
mander-in-chief's" head-quarters, the British 
caused it to be set on fire. A log·-hut, under 
similar circumstances, would have shared the 
same fate, and the justice of the measure not 
been disputed. Why, then, in a country where 
" equality of rights" is daily preached up, 
should the palace .be held more sacred than the 
cottage? The loss of the one falls, where it 
ought, upon the nation at large; the loss of the 
other,-a lamentable case, at all times,-solely 
upon the inuividual proprietor. 11ad generals 
Armstrong and 1\'l 'Ciure consulted this principle, 
the village of 1\e .. vark would have remained 
undestroyed; and the feelings of humanity not 
have b<'en so outraged as they still are, at the 
bare recital ofthat atrocious proceeding. 

To the building, containing the treasury and 
war offices, the torches of the conq uerot·s were 
next applied. On aniving opposite to the office 
of the" 1\ational Intelligencer," the American 
govemment-paper,-whose editor, 1\Ir. Gales, a 
British subject, had been giving currency to the 
grossest falsehoods against the British comman
ders in the Chesapeake, and against the British 
character in genera],-rear-admira] Cockburn 
observed to the inhabitants neat· him, tlJat he 

• Testimony of l\Ir. Wm. Simmons, IJefore the Americas 
committee of investigation. 
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must destroy it. On being told, however, that the 
adjoining buildings would be likely to take fire, 
he desisted. The rear-admiral, then, wishing the 
inhabitants ' good .night', and assuring them 
that pri\'ate property and persons should be 
1·espect('d, departed to his quarters on the capi~ 
tol-hill. Early on the next morning the rem·
admiral was seen wall~ing about the city, accom
panied by three soldiers only. lndeed, general 
Wilkinson says:-'' A single centinel, who had 
been accidentalJy left on post near the office of 
the National Intelligencer, },ept undisturbed 
possession of the central part of the me~opolis, 
until the next moming; of which there are 
several living witnesses."* At this time, too, it 
appears, an American" force of more than 4000 

combatants" was posted upon the heights of 
Georgetown,~ which is a continuation of the 

city to the westward. 
During the morning of the 25th, the secretary 

of state's office was burnt, and the types and 
l)l'inting materials of the govemment-paper \vere 
destroyed. A serious accident had happened to 
the party sent to Greenleaf's-point. Some 
po"'der, concealed in a well, accidentally took 
fire, killing 12, and wounding 30, officers and 
men. Three extensive rope-walks, at some dis. 
tance from the city, were, by the British, entirely 
consumed; and so was an immense quantity of 

• Wilkiusou's l\lem. Vol. I. p. 791. 
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small-arms and heavy ordnance ; * as well as the 
g-reat bridge across the Potomac: t a very 

prudent military measure, especially as the Ame
J'icans had themselves destroyed the two bridges 

crossing the eastern branch. t A party, undct· 
captain Wainwright, of the Tonnant, destroyed 

the few stores and buildings in the navy-yard, 
which had escaped the flames of the preceding 

nig·ht. As the British wet·e in haste to be gone, 
and as the vessels, even could they have been 

floated in safety down the Potomac, were not 
wanted by us, it was very considerate in the 
American govemment to order the destruction 

of the frigate, of 1600 tons, that: was nearly 
ready to be launched, and of the fine s}Qop 
of war, Argus, ready for sea; and whose 20 

3:2-pounders would have assisted so powerfully 
in defending the entt·ancc to the city by the 

lower Lridge. Accor<ling totheotficial estimateof 

"the public propet·ty destroyed,":J= the value has 
been much over-rated. It appeat·s not to ha"c 
f'Xceedcd H)•:H:280 dollars, or £365463 sterling. 
. \\ ith respect to private property, we have only 
to quote passages from American priuts, to show 

how that was treated. One uewspaper says:

"The British officers pay inviolable respect to 
private property, and no peaceaole citizen is 

tnolestcd." § A writer from Baltimore, under 

* App. No. o5. t ~cc Plate V. ! App. No, 67. 
§ Columuiau Centincl, August 31st. 
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the date of" August 27th," say5 :-"The enemy, 
I learn, treated the inhabitants of Washington 
well."~ But what says Mr. Gales, the mouth
piece of the government, he whose presses had 
been destroyed and whose " types had been so 
shamefu1ly dispersed.''?-" " rhen we remarked," 
says he, " in our paper of yesterday, that private 
property had, in general, been scrupulously 
respected by the enemy during his late incur
sion, we spoke what we believed, from a hasty 
survey, and perhaps without sufficient inquiry. 
Greater respect was certainly paid to privattl 
property than has usually been exhibited by the 
enemy in his marauding parties. No houses 
were half as much plundered by the enemy, as 
by the knavish wretches about the town, who 
profited by the general distress. There were, 
however, several private buildings wantonly des
troyed, and some of those persons who remained 
in the city were scandalously maltreated."t \Ve 
are to consider that this cl1arge contains the 
utmost that has bee11 alleged against the British 
during their 20 hours' occupation of the metro
polis oft he United States. The'' several private 
buildings," besides "the dwelling-house owned 
and occupied by Mr. Robert Sewall, from be
hiud which a gun was fired at general Ross," 
ennsi~ted of " a commodious dwelling, belong-

ii' Boston paper, September 1st. 
!- ~ationallntclligcnccr, .c\ugust 31st. 
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ing to the estate of general Washington, and 
Carroll's hotel:"* the former suffered, from its 
contiguity to, ot· absolute junction with, the 
house from which the firing had been directed~ 
the latter, not unlikely, from tLe act of some of 
" the kna,·ish wretches about the town, who 
profited by the general distress." That the 
British officers did all they could to secure the 
inhabitants from injury, both in their persons 
and properties, may be gathered fmm Mr. Thom
son's acknowledgment, that,-" the plunder of 
individual property was prohibited, and sol
diers, transgressing the order, ·were severely 
punished.'' t 

We shall dismiss this subject with an American 
statement, which, we tmst, will set at rest all 
remaining doubts. " The list of plunder and 
destruction, copied fmm a vile and libelJous 
print of that eity, into several federal papers, 
is a gro!>s and abominable fabrication, known to 
.be such by c\·et·y inhabitant. Most of the plun
der was committed hy rabble of the place, fos
tered among the citizens; and from whose vil
lainy no place is free, in times of peril, and 
relaxation of the law. The British army, it is 
no more than justice to say, preserved a mod<'
.ration and discipline, with respect to privati' 

* History of the United States, Vol. III. p. 295. 
t Sketches of the War, p. 336. 
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persons and property, unexampled in the annals 
of war.''* 

At eight o'clock on the evening of the 25th, 
the British left Washington, by the way of 
Bladensburg. Here such of the \vounded as 
could ride, or be trans}JOrted in carriages, were 
provided with 30 or 40 horses, 12 carts and 
waggons, one coachee, and several gigs. With 
these, preceded by a drove of 60 or 70 cattle, 
the army moved leisurely along. On the even· 
ing of the 29th it reached Benedict, t 50 miles 
from Washington, without a single musket 
having been fired ; t and, on the foJlowing day, 
t·e-embarked in the vessels of the fleet. No com· 
plaints, that 've can discover, have been made 
against the British, during tlwir retreat across 
the country ; although, as an American writer 
has been pleased to say, " general Ross scarcely 
kept up his order, sufficiently to identify the body 
of his army."§ The Americans are yery ditli· 
cult to please. If the British decline fi ghting 
double the number of AmericaNs, shiness is al· 
leged against them; if, on the other hand, theY 
not only fight, but ronquet·, as at Bladensburg, 
more than double their number of Americans, 
they are denied all credit. In this spirit doctor 
Smith says:-" The success of general Ross, in 

* Georgetown paper, September 8th. 
+ See Plate V. ! App. No. 6'2, 

§ Hi st. of the U nitcd States, Vol. III. P· 290. 
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this expedition, cannot be ascribed to the display 
of superior military skill. It was not due to his 
force, or the deportment of his troops in the 
field. The resolution to march an army, 50 

tniles into the interior of a country thickly 
inhabited, and in the face of another, of superior 
numbers, affords strong proof of his temerity, 
hut none of his prudence. He succeededag·ainst 
eve,·y rational calculation." '*'-How could this 
Writer touch upon " deportment of troops"?
We rather think, that major-general Ross and 
l'ear-admiral Cockburn made their '' calcula
tion," upon what they conjectured would be tho 
''deportment" of the American troops; although 
they certainly did not expect quite so great a 
contrast to "temerity," as they found upon the 
field at Bladensburg. 

All the American writers who have had occa
llion to deplore the fate oflVashington-city, have 
levelled their abuse against rear-admiral Cock. 
burn ; " on whom," says one of them, " if the 
safety of the citizens' dwellings bad alone de
Pended, they would lla\'e rested on a sJender 
guarantee." t How wiJI this writer; bow will 
all the other American writers ; how will the 
lhittsh public in general, receive the assertion, 
that rear-admiral Cockburn got blamed by his 
commanding offieer, for not having acted more 

* Ilist. of the United States . Vol. III. p. 299, 

Sketches of the War, p. 3 '' G. 
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in the 'spirit of" retaliation" than he did? This 
brings us to si1· Alexander Cochrane's letter,* 
in which that harsh word appea1·s. It was an 
ill-advised letter; serving only to convict us of 
a seeming intention to do what we never did do. 
What " towns and distrids" upon the American· 
coast, did the British "destroy and lay waste"? 
Was 'Vashington destroyed and laid waste?
Was Alexandria destroyed and laid waste?-'Ve 
deny that there was any thing done at either of 
those places, unless it ·was the behaviour of an 
American naval commander at Alexandria, t 
that was at all " contrary to the usages of civi· 
lized warfare." This letter was just what l\Ir. 
Munro t wanted. It enabled him io declaim, 
at length, about " the established and known 
humanity of the American nation."§ The 
chief of Mr. Munro's unsupported assertions 
have already been replied to, in different parts 
of this work: we ha,·c, at present, only to do 
with the paragraph in which he tells us, that 
" in the course of ten years past, the capitals 
of the principal powers of the continent of 
Europe have been conquered and occupied, · 
alternately, by the victorious armies of each 
other; and no instance of such wanton and un· 
justifiable destruction has been seen ;'' and ' 
refers us to distant ages for a " parallel" to our 

"' App. No. 68. t James's Naval Occurrences, p. 383· 

t N ow president of the United States. ~ App. No. 69. 

] 
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behaviour. We will dismiss · Mr. Munro with 
this question,-Did any one of the" sovereigns'' 
to whom he a1Iudes, fly '' in panic terror"* 
from one end of his city, while an enemy en
tered the other? In his search for a" pamllel," 
too, n·here will he find, even if he goes back to 
'' distant and barbarous ages," that a sovereign 
behaved, as ·we have American testimony for 
asserting·, that Mr. Madison, ''the commander
in-chief of the armies of the United States,'' 
did behave, at, or rather before, the battle of 
Bladensburg? 

But Mr. Madison himselfmust issue his" Pro
clamation ;"t dated from" ·washington," too, the 
''seat of empire," which he, only six days before, 
had abandoned, to seek " an asylum among 
the hills, west of tLe great falls .''* The five 
day's march of our troops, inc1uding the battle 
in which he set so bright au example, he ca1Js a 
" sudden incursion." He then ventures to state 
the American troops at Bladensburg,· as " less 
numerous'' than their British opponents. This 
is excellent. Admitting that the British were 
in possession of Washington '' for a single day 
(and night) only," were the 4000 American 
troops, drawn up in full view of the destruction 
of'' the costly monuments of state," led forth 
by Mr. Madison, or Jed forth at all, to drive the 
Bt·itish away P " We destroyed," he says, " Lhe 

* Wilkinson' ;. 1\l cm. Vol. I. P· 78!.1. t App. No. 70. 
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public edifices, having no relation in their 
structure to operations of war, nor used at the 
time for military annoyance." Was it no " mi .. 
litary annoyance," to kill one soldier and wound 
three, and, by mere accident, not to kill the 
British commanding general? '\\here was the 
war declared, but in the '' senate-chamber mul 
1·epresentative-hall," contained within the ca
pitol? '\\bat enforced ' 1 military annoyance,•• 
or gave life to the" opemtions ofwar," but the 
dollars in the '' treasury-office"? On the other 
hand, '' the patent-office," in which were col~ 
lected the rarest specimens of the arts of the 
country, having no relation to the "operations of 
war,'' was not, in the slightest degree, injured.* 
Who, when colonel Camphell, of the United 
States' army, destroyed the dwelling-house and 
othe•· buildings of a Cauadian inhabitant, de· 
clared the act to have been " according to the 
usages of war," t because a troop of llntish 
dragoons had just fled from them? ·why then 
was not the destruction of the president's palace, · 
from which a company of American artillery, 
with two field-pieces, had just fled, equa1ly 
" according to the usages of war''? The only 
surprise is, that the American govemment should 
have so well succeeded in hood-winking the 
people of Europe. Oue llriti~h editor rMes his 

• Sketches of the War, p. 336, 

t See p. 111. 
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ferocious countrymen, for· " having levelled 
with the dust the splendid palaces and sump~ 
tuous edifices, by which the city of Washington 
was so liberally embellished." This can hut 
raise a srnil~; especially upon a reference to the 
es~imated value of these " splendid palaces." • 
We shall foriJear to notice the long account of_ 
" the extent of devastation practised by the 
viccors" at Washington, which has found its 
way into that faithful record of frays, murders, 
births, marriages, and deaths, but certainly not 
of historical events, the " Annual Register ior 
1814 ;" and thence, of course, into most of the 
prints of the United States. But what was 
there done by the British at ·washington, that 
could provoke an eminent parliamenta1·y orator 
to describe their proceedings as " so abhorrent, 
so inconsistent with the habits of a free and ge
net·ous people ;-so to he hated and detested, 
condemned and abjured" ?t " In burning· 
Washington," says this same speaker, '' we had 
acted worse than the Goths, when thf'y were 
before the walls of Rome." In another place 
he talks of'' the pillage of pri,'ate property."t 
Wl1at a pity this gentleman did not read even 
the whole of the Ame1·ican accounts, before he 
ventured to sanction, with his respectable name 

* App. No. 67. 

+Parliamentary Proceeding11, Novembers, 1814 . 

VOL. II. X 
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statements so palpably untrue. If he were alite 
we could show him an American publication, that 
has devoted 13 of its pages to an account of our 
proceedings at Washington, and yet contains 
not one word of comment upon onr destruction 
of the public buildings. When we mention the 
work as tbe " History of the United States," 
and the author as the reverend doctor Smith ; 
the same who said, '' No one need question the 
conduct of the British troops at Hampton;" the 
~arne who, in every page of his book, evinces the 
strongest antipathy against the British; and who, 
as the reader knows, is not over scrupulous as to 
the truth of the charges he prefers against them, 
"no one need question" that doctor Smith was 
thus lenient, because, in the extraordinary fac-t , 
that the British, with only 200 troops, entered 
and fully possessed, the " seat of empire'' of 
lhe United Statei of America, he could find, 
ou theit· part; at least, nothing but'' temerity'·' 
to find fault with . 
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CHAPTER XX. 
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force-· Details of the battle-Ret1·eat of t!te 
Ame1·icans-iJ.me1·ican. accmuds--.B,·itish and 
American loss-Fm·t!ter advance .of tlte B1itish 
-Reinjo1·cement lo tfte, A77!-ericans at their e11 .. 

trenched camp-A1·rival of .British ships nettr 
the fm·ts in tlze Patapsco-llfutual cannonade 
between the latter and the bomb-vessels and rocket .. 

ship-Boat-expedition ttp the Feny branc!t_.... 
A?nerican accounts-Reasons gi·ven for 1·etiring 
from Baltimore-Unmolested retr.eat of the 
British -A mericun accounts- Remarks upon 
tlte Baltimo1·e e:tpedition-Character: of general 
Ross-DeparLU1·e, on separute destinations, (if 
admiral.:; Cod/l'(wc and Cocl.:burn-Boat- e.tpe-

x2 
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dition up Coan 1·iver-Depm·ture of rear-admiral 
Malcolm- Boat-e.rpedition up the Rappa
hannocl•-Ret~trn of Tear-admiral Cockburn
His depm·tuTe for t!te Georgia coast-Capture 
of St. Mmy's-Boat-e.rpedition up the ·river
Intended attacl~ upon Savannah-Impolitic mea
sures that lead to its frustration. 

PREVIOUSLY to our entering upon the 
proceedings of the combined British forces, 
after their departure from Washington, we 
have to notice the untimely fate of sir Pt:ter 
}>arker, baronet, commanding the Menelaus 
frigate; which, as the reader knows, had been 
detached on service up the bay.* Having but 
recently arrived upon the North American sta· 
tion, sir Peter was not aware of the ambush· 
ing tricks to which a small invading force 
would be exposed, in a country so filled with 
woods, ravines, and defiles ; and where local 
knowledge, and skill with the rifle, were an over· 
match for all the ·valor, much as it was, that he 
could bring again~;t them. Information having 
reached the ship, then at anchor off Moor's 
fields, that 200 American militia were encamped 
behind a wood, distant about a mile from the 
beach, captain Parker, at 11 o'clock on the night 
of the 30th of August, was induced to land 
with,-not, as the Amt:rican editors say,'' 230 

• Sec p. ~76. 
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men,"* but,-104 marines and 20 seamen. It 
appears that colonel Read, the commander of 
the American force, ~tatcd at 170 Maryland 
volunteers,* having been apprized of the in
tended attack, had retired to a small open space, 
sunounded by woods, distant four or five miles 
from J1is first encampment. Thither, having 
captured a small cavahy piquet, the heedless 
seamen and marines, headed by their undaunted 
chief, proceeded. The enemy, with some pieces 
of artillery, was found drawn up in line in front 
of his camp. The British commenced tbe fire; 
and, charging, drove the Americans, througb 
their camp, into the woods. It was about 
this time that sir Peter received a mortal 
Wound. Secure behind the trees, the Americans 
levelled their pieces with unerring aim ; while 
the British, deceived by the apparent flight of 
their wary foe, rushed on thl'Ough the woods, 
till, bewildered and embarrassed, the survivors 
of this adventurous band were compelled to 
retreat to their ship ; bringing away the body 
of their lamented commander, and all their 
Wounded but three. The British sustained a 
loss of 14 killed and 27 wounded: . the Ameri
cans, as a proof how little they exposed them
selves, of not more than three men slightly 
Wounded.* 

At the head of a narrow bay or inlet of the 

• Sketchei of the War, p. 339. 
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Patapsco river, and distant from its confluence 
with tlH' Cht·sapeake about 16 miles, stands the 
city of Baltimore, containing about 20000 inha
bitants. It is nearly surrounded by detached 
lrills; one of which, Clinkap-in hill, situated on 
its eastern side, commands the city itself, as well 
as the approach to it by land, from the Chesa
peake. Its water-approach is defended by a 
strong fortification, named Fort-llenry, situ
ated at the distance of about two miles from 
the city, upon the point of the peninsula that 
forms the south-side of the bay or harbor; 
which, at its entrance, is scarcely half a mile in 
\'l'idth. As an adclil ional security, the Patapsco 
is not na,·igable for vessels drawing more than 
18 feet water; and, just within the harbor, is 

a 14 or 15 feet bar. 
The arri,·al ot troops in the Chesapeake, and 

the subsequent operations of the British in the 
Patuxent and Potomac rivers, could not do 
otherwise than cause serious alarm at Baltimore, 
distant from Washington but 35 miles. The 
panic- truck inhabitants believed, that the 
British troops would march across tlte country, 
i\Ud attack them in the rear, while the squadron 
wns bombarding them in front. Our numbers 
on shore were too small to wan·ant such an 
enterprise; but, had it been risked, aud had 
the fleet made a simultaneous movement up the 
hay, there is little doubt tilat Baltimore would 
have capitulated. Fortunately for the city, the 
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tuilitaryand naval forces within it were becoming 
hourly more powerful; and, far-from desponding, 
the generals and comll)odores used their utmost 
exertions in strengthening the defences, ancl 
improving the natural advantages, of the posi
tion. Upon the hiils to the eastward and north-
1Vard of the city, a chain of pallisadoed •·e
doubts, connected by breast-works, with ditche~ 
ia f1·ont, and well supplied with artillery, was 
constructed; and worl-.s were thrown up, an<l 
guns mounted at every spot from which an in
<adiug force, either by land or water, could 

meet with annoyance. The Java frigate, of 60 
guns, and two new sloops of war, of 22 guns 
each, were equipping at Baltimore. There were 
also, in the harbor, several gun-bo~ts, each 
armed with a Jong French 30-poun<}er, besides 
a carronade; as well as several private-armed 
vessels: so that the Americans had, including 
their field and regular battery-guns, an immense 
train of artillery to put in operation against an 
enemy. As to troops, exclusive of the 16,300 
militia, regulars, and flotiiJa-men, which general 
Win.der had been authorized to call out, for the 
defence of the lOth military district, volunteers 
~ere flocking in from Pennsylvania; and the 
seamen and marines of commodores Rodgers, 
Vel'l'y, and Porter, had just arrived from the 
banks of the Potomac, where they had been 
" distinguishing" themselves so greatly. 



• 
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If any southern town or city of the United 
States was an object of immediate attack, it 
certainly was Baltimore. The destruction of 
the new frigate and sloops, and of the immense 
quantities of naval stores, at that depot, would 
have been seriously felt by the American govern
ment. Yet were the British ships, having- on 
board the troops, waiting in the Patuxent, till 
the passing of the " approaching equinoctial 
new moon" should enable them to proceed, ·with 
safety, upon the unfo1·tunate " plans ""hich had 
been concerted previous to the departure of the 
1 phigenia." • On the 6th of September came a 
flag of truce from Baltimore; and instantly all 
was bustle and alacrity on board the British 
squadron. The Royal Oak and troop-ships 
stood out of the Patuxent; and vice-admiral 
Cochrane quitting his anchorage off Tangier 
island, proceeded with the remainder ofthe fleet, 
up the bay to North-point, near the entrance of 
the Patapsco river. On the lOth and 11th, the 
fleet anchored; and, by 12 o'clock at noon on 
the 12th, the whole of the troops and seamt!n 
had disembarked at North-point, in order to 
proceed to the immediate attack upon Baltimore, 
by )and; while some frigates and sloops, the 
Erebus, rocket-ship, and five bombs, ascended 
the Patapsco, to threaten and bombard Fort~ 
M'Henry, and the other contiguous batteries. 

• App. No. 73 . 
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The amount of the British force that landed 
l1as been variously, and, in eve•·y instance, 
erroneously, stated by the American historians. 
None of these gentlemen estimated the British 
loss at Bladensburg and Washington, below 
400 men ; Mr. Thomson, indeed, declared it 
amounted to" 1000 :" * nor is it pretended, that 
any reinforcement of British tt·oops subsequently 
arrived in the Chesapeake. Yet every one of 
our three historians, instead of deducting his own 
estimate of our loss, adds 2 or 3000 men to his 
own estimate of our force, at Bladensburg and 
'Vashington. For instance, doctor Smith, who 
stated our force at Bladensburg at '' '1000," :j: 
states, without assigning any reason for the 
augmentation, that we brought to Baltimore 
"5000 land troops." II Mr. Thomson, in like 
manner, makes his '' 6000 regulars, sailors, 
and marines,'' II 8000 soldiers, sailors and 
tnarines;"t and Mr. O'Connor, his "5000,"11 

" between 8 and 9000 men."~ The British 
troops that landed, under the command of 
Inajor-general Ross, at North-point, consisted 
of detachments of royal and marine-artillery, 
the remnants of the lst battalions of the 
·1th, 21st, and 44th regiments, and the 

* Sketches of the War, p. 388. t Ibid. p. 330. 

t See p. 282. 
§ Hi st. of the United States, Vol. III. p. 30'!. 
II Sec p. 278. , llist. of the War, p. 232. 
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85th regi.ment, the 1st and 2d (or Colonial) 
battalions of marines, detachments of marines 
from the ships, and a body of 600 seamen, under 
captain Edwa1·d Crofton ; the whole numbering 
-about 32i0 rank and file. 

Immediately after landing, the British moved 
forward to the city. On arriving at a line of 
intrenchments and abattis, thrown up between 
Black river and Humphries's creek on the 
Patapsco, and distant about three miles from the 
point oflanding, some opposition was expected; 
but the American dragoons and riflemen, sta
tioned there, fled without firing a shot. At this 
time major-general Ross and rear-admiral Cock
burn, along n·ith a guard of 50 or 60 men, were 
l\·alking together, considerably a-head of the 
advanced or light companies ; in order to recon
noitre the enemy. At about 10 o'clock, ;:~ft.er 
having proceeded about two miles from the 
intrenchment, and some distance along a road 
flanked by thick woods, they encountered a 
division of the enemy, consisting, as we may 
gather from Mr. Thomson, of " two companies 
from the 5th infantry, 150 in number, under 
captains Levering and Howard, about 70 rifle
men, under captain . Aisquilh, the cavalry," 
under colonel B~ay s , the amount of which not 
being stated, we shall fix flt 140, " and 10 

artillcri :,ts, with a 4-pounder oomma1.1ded by 
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lieutenant Stiles;" • in all 370 men. A short 
skirmish ensued, and the Americans fell back; 
most of them taking to the woods. Major~ 

general Ross, after saying to rear-admiral Cock
burn,-'' I'Jl return and order up the light
companies,''-pmceeded to execute his purpose. 
In his way hack, alone, by the same road along 
which he and his p:Hty had just passed, the 
maj01·-general received a musket-bu1let through 
his right ann into his breast, and fell, mortally 
\l'ounded. The firing had, at this time, whoiJy 
ceased; and the expiring general lay on the road, 
unheeded, hc::cause unseen, either by friend or 
foe, till the arrival at the spot of the light-com
panies, who had hastened forward upon hearing 
the musketry. · Leaving some attend~nts in 
charge of the lamented chief, the officer com
manding- rushed on; and it was then that admi
ral Cockburn learned the loss which the army 
and the country had sustained. In a few minutes 
l1e was by the side of his fri end : what passed 
on that t•·ying occasion, is best given in the 
words of the rear-admiral himself. t 

The death of major-g·enea·al Hoss was a fatal 
blow to the expedition against Baltimore. 
Previously to our rcJating the succeeding e"ent s 
of that dlly, we are called aside to col'l'ect Ame
rican misrep•·esentation. Doctor Smith says:-

IJ Sl<rldu's of thl' War, p. 3J 1. + App. No. 74. 
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" Gener~l Ross put himself at the head of his 
troops to force general Stricker out of the road 
to the city." In attempting which he states him 
to have been shot.* Mr. Thomson, after having 
given the details of the American advanced force, 
as already extracted, says:-'' This detachment, 
having proceeded half a mile, was met by, and 
instantly engaged, the enemy's"-not "advanced 
guard," but-'' main body. The situation of 
the ground would not admit of the co-operation 
of the artillery and cavalry; and the infantry 
and riflemen sustained the whole action, with 
great gallantry; pouring in a rapid and effec
tive fire upon the British column, killing major
general Ross, and sever<tl other officers, and 
impeding the advance of the British army. 
Having performed the duty required of them by 
general Stricker, the whole detachment with a 
trifling loss, fell back, in excellent order, upon 
the American line.''t This false and highly 
bombastical account is best answered by a short 
extract froiJl the f\.merican official account, as 
quoted in another American work ; aud that 
work the scrupulous Mr. O'Connor's. After 
stating that general Stricker had sent forward 
" an advanced corps, under the command of 
major Heath, of the 5th regiment;" :j: Mr. 

* Hist. of the United States, Vol. II f. p. 302. 
t Sketches of the-War, p. 341. :t Hist. of the War, p. 233. 
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O'Connor, taking the woi·ds of general Smyth's 
official letter, says :-" ' This advance met the 
enemy, and, after some skirmishing, returned to 
the line; the main body of the enemy being at 
a short distance in the rear of their advance.'"* 
This, as we have seen, was the fact; except that 
the nearest British force was not the "main 
body," but the advance or light-companies. 
Mr. O'Connor does not state, when or bow gene· 
ral Ross met his death, mere!}·, when he comes 
to the enumeration of our loss, saying:-" Ge. 
neral Ross, the destroyer of Washington, was 
killed." The truth is, the citizens of Baltimore 
were not aware, till our accounts reached them, 
what a benefit they had deri\'ed fi'Om the 
chance-shot of one of their skirmishers. 

As soon as the British main body, now under 
the command of colonel Brooke, of the 44th 
regiment, closed upon the ad,·ance, the whole 
moved forward; and, at about two miles further, 
and about five from the city, came in sight of 
the American army, drawn up, with six pieces 
of artillery, and a body of cavalry. The exact 
amount of this force we have no means of ascer. 
taining. Mt·. Thomson, referring to the" detach
ment" sent forward, on the night of the lith, 
under general Stricker, designates it as composed 
of " part of his brigade, a light corps of rifle. 
men, and artillery, from general Stansbury's 

• App. No. 77. 
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brigade, under majot· Randal, and several com
panies of the Pennsylvania volunteers; amount 
ing to 3185 effective men."• This is exclusive 
of" 1000 men stationed at the forts and batte
ries;" and ''along the brea!>t-works, about four 
times that number;"* or, upwards of 8000 men, 
in the whole. The prisoners estimated their 
own force drawn up, under general Stricker, at 
6000 men; t anrl Mr. Thomson, by his extracts 
ft·om the British official accounts, has evidentlv 
seen, although he has not contradicted, these 
statements. We may, th erefore, safely estimate 
the American force, now close in front of a 
British force of 3270 infantry, with two light 
field-pieces and a howitzer, at 4500 infantry and 
cavalry, with six pieces of artillery; backed as 
they were, in case of a retreat, by at least 8000 

troops, and those hourJy augmenting; and L.v 
heavy Latteries in all directions. 

The details of the short battle that ensued 
nrc fully gi\'en in colonel Brooke's and rear
admiral Cockbum's letters. A few extracts fron1 
~1 r. Thomson's, will tend to corroborate th ~ 
British account. ., The 51st," says he," which 
was ordered to open upon the enemy in his 
attempt to turn the rest of the line, delivered 
a loose fi1·e, immediately broke, fled precipitately 
from its ground, and in such confusion, that 

* Sketch es of the War, p. 340. 
t App. N os. 71. 73. 74. -and 7 5. 
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every effort to rally it proved ineffectual. The 
2d battalion of the 39th, was thwwn into dis
order, by the flight of the 51st, and some of its 
companies also gave way. The remainder and 
the lst battalion stood firm. Thus abandoned 
by the retreat of the 51st, general Stl'ieker made 
new arrangements for the reception of the 
.enemy, and opened a general fire upon him, 
from the right, left, and centre. The artillery 
sent forth a destructive torrent of canister against 
the British left column, then attempting to gain 
the cover ofa sma11 Jog-house, in front of the 5th 

regiment. Captain Sadtler, with his yagers 
from that regiment, who were posted in the 
house when the British 4th regiment was 
adl'ancmg, had, however, taken the .precaution 
to set fire to it, and the intention of the ·enemy 
was, therefore) defeated. The 6th regiment 
then opened its fire, and the whole line entered 
into an animated contest, which continued, with 
a severe loss to the enemy; until 15 minutes 
before 4 o'clock. At that hour, general Stt-icker, 
having inflicted as much injury upon the in
Vaders as could possibly be expected, from a line 
now about 1400 strong, against a force amount
ing, notwithstanding its losses, to at least 7000 
tnen, ordered his brigade to retire upon the 
r-eserve regiment ; an order which was well 
executed by the whole line, which in a few 
•ninnies rallied upon lientenant-colone-1 M'Do-
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nald~ From the point occupied by this regi
ment, general Stricker, in order to refresh his 
troops, and prepare them for a second move.
ment of the enemy, retired to a position half a 
mile in advance of the left of major-general 
Smith's ent_renchments. Here he was joined by 
general w·inder, who, ·with general Douglass's 
Virginia brigade, and the United States' dragoons, 
under captain Bird, took post upon his left."* 

This editor is famous for spinning out a 
battle; nor, is he ever staggered by improba
Lilities, how gross soever they may be. After 
stating that his gallant countrymen ran away 
by whole regiments, he has the impudence to 
contrast the remaining numbe1·, or the "line, 
now but 1400 strong," with " at least 7000'' 
British. By his owu account, the American 
troops retired tour miles and a half, or, "to a 
position half a mile in advance,"-and, con!>e
quently, within full range,-"ofthe left of major
general Smith's intrenchments," before they 
could be brought to a stand, or had any stomach 
to " refresh'' themselves, against " a second 
movement of the enemy." Not a word is there 
of any charge by the bayonet, which settled the 
business so quickly; nor of the loss of any pieces. · 
of artillery or prisone1·s. • ., 

The British occupied the ground of which tbe 
Americans had been dispossessed~ but were too 

* Sl;.ctchcs of the War, p. 342. 
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much fatigued to follow up their victor)' on that 
evening. The British loss amounted to onb 
general-staff, one subaltern, two serjeants, and 
35 rank and file, killed ; se,·en captains, four 
11ubalterns, 11 se1jeants, and 229 rank and file, 
wounded; of the army.• The navy lost one 
petty-officer, three seamen, and three marines, 
killed; one officer, six petty-officers, 22 seamen, 
and 15 marines, woimded. t Thus, the total 
Briti~>h Joss on sb01·e, was 46 killed, and 273 
wounded. The g•·eat disproportion of wounded 
arose from the employment, by the enemy, of 
huck-shot ; ! and the magnitude of the loss, 
altogether, to the enemy's' sheltered position. 
The loss of the Americans upon the field, Mr. 
Thomson estimates at 150; which is particu..: 
larized, by Mr. O'Connor, as '' 20 killed, 90 
wounded, and 47 miss;ug." § The last item is 
evident·ly erroneous; as colonel Brooke car1·ied 
away with him "about 200 prisoners, being 
persons of the best families in the city;" II and· 
which number might have been considerably 
augmented, did not the immense inferiority of 
numbers render the effectiveness of the men for 
action a paramount consideration. 

Early on the morning of the 13th, colonel• 
Brooke, leaving a small guard at a meeting-· 
house, from which the enemy had been dri..-en,: 

• App. No.,-~. t Ibid. ?• 16. :t Seep. 147. 

§History of the War, p. '137. II ' App. No. 71. 

VOL. II. Y 
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to pl'Otect the wounded, moved forward with the 
army; and, at 10 o'clock, occupied a favorable 
position, to the eastward of, and distant about 
two miles from, Baltimore. From this point, 
the strong defences in and around the city were 
plainly to be seen ; and arrangements were made 
for storming, during the ensuing night, with the 
co-operation of the fleet, the American entrenched 
camp; at which Jay genet·al Stricker and his army, 
now reinforced by Douglas's brigade .of Virginia 
militia, under general Winder, and the United 
States' dragoons, under captain Bird.* 

In their way up the Paiapsco, several of the 
frigates and other vessels grounded ; at)d one 
or two of the former did not get off' till the next · 
clay. At about nine o'clock on the moa·ning of 
the 13th, the Mete01·, .lEtna, Terl'Or, Volc~no , 

and Devastation, bombs, and the Erebus, rocket .. 
~hi p, came to anchor in a position, from which 
they could act upon the enemy's tort a.nd bat
teries; the frigates having already taken theit• 
stations, outside of all. At day-light on 'the 
morning of -the 13th, the bombardment com
menced upon, and was returned by, Fort·• 
M'Hemy, the Star-Fot·t, and the water.battet·ie 
ou both sides of the entrance. ·At about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, the foua· bomh-vt:ssels 
and rocket-ship weighed, and stood further in ;1 

the latter, to give effect to her rockets, much 

I • .. .\pp.,N~. 77. 
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nearer than the others. The forts, which had 
c1iscontinued tJ1eir fire on account of the vessels 
being out of range, now re-commenced a brisk 
cannonade; but which, although pen.evered in 
for some hours, did not injure a man on board 
any of the vessels: two of the bombs only wer.e 
~lightly struck. The close position of the 
Erebus led the commander-in-chief, whose ship, 
the Surprise, was, with the other frigates, at 
anchor in the river, to imagine that captain 
Bartholomew could not maintain his position. 
He therefore sent a division of ·boats to tow out 
the Erebus. On seeing the rocket.ship and 
bombs withdraw to a greater distance, the 
Americans in the batteries were perfectly jus
tified in supposing, that they had "compelled" 
the British to retire. " This noisy play," as 
1\'[r. O'Connor calls it, continued, with short 
intervals, till day-light the next morning. 

The American official account states, that 
two or three rocket-vessels, and barges, suc
ceeded in getting up the Ferry branch, but tlmt 
they were soon compelled to 1·etire, by the fot·t s 
in that quarter ; commanded by lieutenant 
Newcomb, of the navy, and lieutenant Webster, 
of the flotilla. "These forts also destroyed," says 
the general, " one of the barg-es, with all o.n 
board."* Mr. Thomson says:-'' Under cover of 
the night, the British commanders despatched a 

. * App. No. 77. 

l' 2 



324 MILITARY OCCURRENCES . nET\VEEN 

a fleet of barges to attack and storm Fort· 
Covington. The attempt was repulsed, how .. 
ever, and the assailants retired, with an immense 
loss to their bomb-vessels."'*' Mr. O'Connor 
telJs the story thus:-" Favored by a dark 
night, one or two of the enemy's bomb-vessels, 
and several barges, with 1200 chosen men, 
passed the fort at about one o'clock in the 
morning of the 14th, and proceeded up the 
Patapsco, to attack the town in the rear, aud, 
probably, with a view to effect a landing. 
From their new station they commenced a very 
warm throwing of bombs and rockets, but were 
r~paid with such vigor and effect, that the 
screams of their wounded could be heard in the 
·midst of a roar of arms, that made the houses 
in the city shake fo1· nearly ,an hour and a 

half." t 
Let us now see how this story will read in our 

way of relating it. In the middle of the night 
of the 13th, a division of 20 boats was detached 
up the . Ferry branch, to cause a di,·ersion 
favorable to the intended assault upon the 
enemy's entrenched camp, at the opposite side 
of the city. The rain pqured in torrents, and 
the night was so extremely dark, that 11 of the 
boats pulled, by mistake, directly for the har:
hor. Fortunately, the lights of the city disco:-

* Sketchf's of the War, p. 344. ' 

+ Hist. pf the Wa~, p. 236. 
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vered to the crews their perilous situation, time 
enough ·for them to get back in safety to their 
ships. The remaining nine boats, consisting 
of one rocket-boat, five launches, two pinnaces, 
and one gig, containing·, not " 1200," but-128 
officers, seamen, and marines, under the com
mand of captain Napier, passed up the Ferry 
branch, to a considerable distance above Fort
M•Henry, andopened a heavy fire ofrocketsan<l 
shot upon the shore; atseveral partsofwhi-ch they 
couh] have landed, with ease, had the whole of 
their force been together. After having, by 
drawing down a considerable number of troops 
to the beach, effected their object, : the British 
stood hack with their boats. \\-hen just oppo
site to Fort-M'Henry, one of the officers caused 
a rocket to be fired: the consequence was, an 
immediate discharge of round, grape, and 
canister, from the fort and water- batteries 
below; by which one of the boats was slightly 
struck, and a man mortally wounded. Not 
anotl1er casualty occurred. 

It appears that, on the evening of the 13th, 
after the boats had been ordered upon this 
service, vice-admiral Cochrane sent a messenger 
to acquaint colonel Brooke, that, as the entrance 
to Baltimore uy sea was entirely obstructed 
by a barrier of vessels, sunk at the mouth of 
the harbor, defended inside by gun-boats,* a 

* App. No. 73. 
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naval co-operation against the city and en· 
trenched camp, was found impracticable. The 
heavy rain at this time falling greatly increased 
the difficulty of ascending the steep hilJ, upon 
·which the camp was situated; and both com· 
manders concurred in the propriety of imme
diately withdrawing the troops and ships. At 
about half-past one on the morning of the 14th, 
the British troops _commenced 'retiring, and 
halted at t1lree miles rlistance. In the course 
of the evenjng they retired three miles further; 
and encamped for the night. Late on the 
morning of the 15th, they moved down to
North-point; aml, in the course of that day, 
1·e-embarked, without having experienced, during 
their slow and deliberate retreat, the slightest 
molestation from the enemy. At seven o'clock 
on the morning of the 14th, the rocket-ship and 
bomb-vessels were called off from the American 
batteries; which are stated to have lost, by the 
long continued bombardment, only four men 
killed and 24 wounded. In the course of the 
day, the ships stood down the river, andjoined 
the remainder of the squadron at anchor off 
North-point. 

The American official account is moderate 
enough; except in the statement respecting the 
barges, and which statement general Smith could 
only have obtained from the commanding officer 

,of the forts on the Patapsco. Not a word is said 
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nbout any pursuit of the British. That woulrl 
be encroaching upo~1 the duties, and, seetningly ~ 
pleasing ones, . too, of the American historian. 
u The excessive fatigue of the troops, all of whom 
had been three days {lfld nights undet· arms, in 
the most inclement weather, prevented their 
annoying the enemy's rear with much effect, 
and they made ]Hisoner-s of none but stragglers 
f1·om his army."* If, as si1· George <!.'ockburn 
says, the Americans " did not venture to look 
at" the British upon their rett;eat, .,, the fonner 
d'd not certainly annoy their rear'' "ith t~mch' 
effect." Colonel Brooke declares, that riot ·a 
lllan was left Lehind . :j:' So much, then, f01· the 
" strag·glers" taken. Mr. Thomson's account 
l1as vastly improved, by passing through the' 
ltands of the ' i u \'entor and sole patentee' of the· 
screaming· story. For · instance:=--" It was ·irnJ 
possiLle for . veteraus, or the most experienced 
t1·oops, to act with more finn discipline or cool 
courage, than the citizens of Baltimore, and the 
troops engaged, did, on this occasion, with the 
exceptiou already mentioned. A pursuit of the 
enemy was attempted, without, however, doing 
him much injury. The troops weresoexhausted, 
with three days and nights' fatigue, that they 
could do little more than pick up a few strag
glNs. A line of defences thrown up by the 

C· Sl>r!rhrs of the 'Var, p. 3-43. 

t App. Nn. 71. 
t App. No. 7-t. 
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Americans from Black ri\'er to Humphries's 
creek, on the Patapsco, were used by the enemy 
to protect their embarkation."• The~>e are the 
stories that carry off so many editions among the 
people of the United States. 

Having done with the American accounts of the 
celebrated Baltimore "demonstration," we hal'e 
yet to offer upon it a few remarks of om· own. No 
Briton but must regret, that any plan of " ulte
rior operations" should have obtruded itself, to 
~heck the progress of the attack. With respect to 
naval co-ope.-ation, it is well known, that the 
gallant commanders of the Severn, Euryalus, 
Havannah, and Hebrus, f1·igates, ,·olunteered to 
lighten their ships, and lay them close along
side Fort-M'Henry. The possession of this fort 
would have enabled us to silence the batteries 
on the opposite side of the bay ; and, indeed, 
have plat'ed the city completely at our mercy. 
'fhe very advance of the British f1·igates to their 
stations would, probably, have led to the des
truction of the Java frigate, and the Erie and 
pntario sloops; and then we might have retired, 
~ ' holding in view the ulterior operations of the 
~roops," with something more to boast of tban, 
not merely an empty, but, considering what we 
Jost by it, a highly disastrous "demonstration." 
The troops on shore might, and, HO doubt, 
would, have succeeded in carrying the enemy's 

• Hist. of the War, p. ~35. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND Al\IERICA. 329 

intrenched. camp; but they could not expect to 
succeed further, without a simultaneous attack 
by the fleet. Even the nine boats, and their 128 

men, caused a considerable diversion of the 
enemy's forces: we may well conceive, then, 
what miglJt have been effected, had no '' ulte
rior" plan. been allowed to interfere. 

We cannot dismiss the business at BaltimOI'e, 
without bestowing a few \Vot·ds upon an officer, 
whose uptimely fate has been so universally 
deplored. Hi~ public services are thus briefly 
enumerated, by the mover, in the house of 
commons, for a monument to his memory. 
"General Ross, when major Ross, served in the 
expedition to Holland, in 1799. He was then 
in the 28th regiment, and signalized himself in 
repulsing ~he attacks made on the lines of sir 
Ralph Abercromby. J fe1·e, displaying the 
greatest gaJlantt·y, he received a severe wound, 
which deprived his country of his set·vices for a 
time. In the autumn of 1800, having recovet·ed 
from the effects of his wound, he accomp~nied 
his regiment to the Mediterranean, and, sho.rtly 
afterwards, served in the expedition to Calabr" a: 
~ere, in the memorable battle of Maida, which 
so greatly raised the fame of the B1·itish arm~, 
and particularly by the use made of the bayonet, 
major Ross made himself conspicuous ; and, by 
wheeling on the enemy's line, contributed, 
perhaps, more .than any other circumstance, to 
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the route of the enemy on that day. Nothing 
more occurred to bring him into notice, till he 
served in the army led by g·eneral sir John 
Moore, in 1807 ·; and, under that gallant and 
lamented commander at the battle of Corunna, 
be again shone with no common lustre. In 
1812, sailing from Ireland, he joined the at·my 
in the peninsula, and, under the command of 
lot·d W' ellington, so distinguished himself in the 
battle of Vittoria, that his lordship gave him the 
command of a separate brigade. Now that a 
more extended field of service lay before him, in 
the first great battle of the Pyrennees, where the 
firmness of the English was most conspicuously 
displayed, where the Ft·ench fought with the 
most determined obstinacy, his valor contributed 
so much to the glory of that day, that lord 
Wellington, in his despatch, stated his brigade 
' to have distinguished themselves bey<?nd all 
tonne•· precedent; they made four separate 
charges with the bayonet, and general Ross had 
three horses killed under him.' At the passage 
of the Nieve, and the hattJe of Orthes, he dis• 
played the same undaunted bravery." AnotlJcl' 
member, who had been ,intimate with him, said: 
-" He possessed the happy skill of conciliating 
by his disposition, and instr~cting by Lis 
example: he possessed, indeed, all those private 
and distinguished qualifications, by which alon~ 
'1 commander could acquire the full confidence 



·GREAT BRITAIN AND Al\IERICA, 331 

~f his men. His military kno~vledge was great 
and complete : for it had been the result of 
practice and constant experience ; while his 
foresight and example in the field were such as 
to excite the 'enthusiasm and reverence of those 
whom he led to victory." General Ross, it 
appears, was but 40 when he fell. Comparing 
the advantages we derived from the " victory" at 
.Baltimore, witli the loss of such a general, we 

cannot but regret, that the attack was undertaken 
•t all; if not meant to be persevered in, tiJl eithel' 
the ostensible object was gained, or the British 
h·oops had been fairly beaten out of it. 

On the 19th of September, sit· Alexander 
Cochrane, with the Tonnant and Surprise, 
sailed for Halifax, to hasten the constmction of 
the flat-bottomed boats, intended to be employed 
in the great expedition on foot; and on the same 
day, the Albion, ·reat·-admiral Cockbum, sailed 
for Ber'muda, leaving· the Royal Oak, rear-admi-' 
tal Malcolm, with some frigates and smaller 
·vessels, and the ships containing the troops; at 
anchor in the rivet· Patuxent. On the 27th the 
te~tr-admiml remo,·ed to the Potomac; where, 
on the 3d of October, the troops were placed 
into boats, and sent up Coan riv~·r . . In their 
\vay up, two soldiers were wounded, and captain 
Kenah, of the JEtna bomb, killed, by musketry 
from tlw shore. Aga1nst so powerful a force, 
When onC'e landed, the fow mihtia could not he 



33~ MILITARY OCCURH.ENCES BETWEEN 

expected to stand: they fired a volley and fled i 

and the troops advanced, past Northumberland· 
court-house; five miles into the interior. After 
taking and scuttling two or three worthless 
schooners; and, according to the American edi
tors, plundering the iuhabitants,. the troops re
embarked, and stood down the riYer to their 
ships. The latter, soon afterwards, descended 
the Potomac; and, on the 14th, rear-admiral 
Malcolm, taking with him, the Royal Oak, 
Asia, and Ramillics 74s, one or two frigates, 
and all the troop-ships and bombs, quitted the 
Chesapeake, for the rendezvous at Negril bay, 
Jamaica. 

The officer now left in command at the Che
sapeake, was captain Barrie, of the Dragon 74, 
recently from Penobscot. He had with him the 
Hebrus and Bavannah frigates, two armees en 

.flute, and the Dauntless and Dotterel sloops. 
The land-troops, if worthy the name, at his dis
posal, consisted of about 200 colonial marines, 
or refugee-slans, iu banacks, upon the small 
island of Tangier, I) ing off the mouth of the 
Potomac; and which had, since early in the 
summer, been taken pos~ession of by sir George 
Cockbum,. as a depot for receiving and organ
izing- the refugees. The unhealthiness of Tan· 
gier, and the baduess of its harbor, induced 
captain Barrie to seize Tilghrnan's island, a 
much more e1i~ib1e spot, "nd distant only 60 
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tuiles fi'Om BaJtimore. On the 30th of Novem
he•·, a boat-expedition, with a·bout 500 seamen 
and marines, ascended the river Rappahannock, 
as high as the town of Tappahannock, which 
they entered without much opposition, although 
three times their number of militia were in the 
neighbourhood. . The editor of the American 
" National lnte11igencer," of December 9, after 
having magnified captain Barrie's force to 
"2500 troops," says: "The purpose of the enemy 
seems to be, as heretofore, to steal negroes, 
stock, tobacco, &c. plunder the houses within 
their reach, and burn what they cannot carry 
off." Charges of this description we have 
already fully answered. ·we need only repeat 
here, that the" negroes" come off voluntat·i]y; 
the "stock'' is amply paid for; and the" tobacco'' 
'' good prize. by the maritime law of nations.n -~ 
.<\s much of the latter, as the British could not 
~' carry off," it was right for them to '' burn:" 
the charge of " plunder" we can only hope is 
g•·oundless. Had that active and enterprising 
Officer, captain Banie, really had" 2500 troops,'' 
he would have compelled Mr. Gales to fill his 
columns with matter fifty times more important 
than the capture of Tappahannock. 

Early in December, rear .. admiral Cockburn, 
in the Albion, from Bermuda, bringing with 
him the Orlando frigate, and some smallet· \'~s~ 

* Sec p. 192. 
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els, arrived in the Chesapeake, but merely t• 
<;arry away the colonial ma•·ines ; with whom, 
on the 14th, he proceeded towards Amelia 
Island, in East Florida: having left orders for 
~aptain Barrie to follow, with the Dragon, 
llebrus, and Regulus. Accordingly, captain 
.Barrie departed soon afterwards, leaving a few 
f1·igates and sloops in the Chesapealu~; and, on 
the lOth of January, anived off Cumberland 
ls~and, the southem-most of the chain along the 
coast of Georgia, and separated by Cumberland 
Sound from Amelia Island. Rear-admiral 
Cockburn not having yet arrived, captain 
Somerville of the Rota, as the senior officer, 
determined upon employing the two companies 
of the 2d West India regiment, and the detach
ments of royal marines which had recently 
arrived on that coast, in a combined attack 
upon the frontier-town of the state of Georgia, 
St. Mary's, situated a few miles up the river of 
that name, dividing the United States and East 
Florida. On the 13th an attack, with about 
700 troops, marines, and seamen, under tb~ 
command of captain Barrie, was made on the 
fort, or key to the entrance of the riv• r, at Point 
Petre. This fo•·t mounted two 24, two 18, one 
9, and two brass 6-pouuders; trom which, hoW
ever, scarcely a -single discharge was made, ere 
the garrison abandoned the pust, and fled to_ the 
woods in the rear. On the 14th, the combined 
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forces, accompanied by the Terror and Devasta
tion bombs, ascended the river to St. Mary 's . 
Contrary to expectation, here, also, no resi st
ance was made ; and the town, the shipping in 
the ha1·bor, and the merchandize in 1 he stme~, 
Were taken quiet possession of. Soon afterwards 
an expedition of boats, went a considera9Ie dis~ 
tance further up the river, aud brought down 
the Countess of Harcourt East Indiaman, which 
had been captured and carried in there by a 
Charlestown privateer; also a beautiful gun
boat, named the Sc01·pion, a present from the 
town of St. Mary's to the United States. 

On the l.Sth of January, rear-admiml Cock
burn, who had been blown off the coast by strong 
north-west gales, arrived and t<;>ok the command; 
and on the 22d, the Britishl after removing the 
guns, and destroying the fort and barracks, at 
Point Petre, descended the ri\'er to Cumberland 
Island; of which immediate possession was 
taken. The troops and marines were encamped; 
and the rear-admiral established his head-quar
ters at a very large house, built of tabby;* sur
l'ounding it with the ordnance brought from 
Point Petre. On the 22d of J7ebruary, eight 
launches, two pinnaces, and one gig, containing 
186 officet·s, seamen, ~nd 'marines, undet· the 
command of captain PhiJlott, of the Primro!)~ 
brig, w•cended the St. 'Mary's river, without 

* Oystcr. shclls, and their cement. 
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opposition, 120 miles; when a heavy fire of 
musketry, opening upon them from each side, 
compelled a retreat. · While day-light lasted, 
a spirited fire was kept up by the boats; but, 
unfortunately, after dark, the men could not be 
restrained from firing, by which they exposed 
themselves to the view of their enemy. The 
river was, in some parts, so narrow, that a couple 
of stout trees, many of which were on the banks, 

· felled and thrown across, would have completely 
cut off the retreat of the boats. That not having 
been done, the boats got back to the island, 
with four killed, and 25 wounded. 

One of the objects in assembling troops upon 
this part of the coast was, to a sist in a combined 
attack upon the town of Savannah, in Georgia; 
a naval station of no mean impot·tance. The 
town stands upon a flat sandy cliff, elevated 
about 50 feet abo,·e the level of the SaYannah 
river; is distant from the sea about 17 miles; 
and fwm St. Mary's, 95 miles. The number 
of its inhabitants is about 7000; and the quota 
of militia which, by the secretary of war's 01·de1' 
of July the 4th, • the state of Georgia was 
required to hold in readiness, amounted to 350 
artillery, and 3150 infantry ; total, 3500 men· 
The British, since their first arrival at Culll~ 
berland island, bad been waiting for a rein# 
forcement, under general Power; but .whose 

• See p. 274. 



GREAT BRITAIN AND Al\IERICA. 337 

destination, unknown to them, had been altered. 
Without this additional force, it would have 
been imprudent to make the attack. Some other 
operations, in which a body of Indians and 
Negroes from the interior of West Florida, was 
to co-operate, had also been in agitation. But 
the intended junction had been prevented by the 
machinations of some of those crafty Americans, 
who, as" British subjects," living under our own 
government, were so acti ve]y employed against us, 
during the whole ofthe late war. Consequently 
7 or 800 British troops, and 12 ships of wat·, 
including two 74s and three ot· four frigates, 
Were allowed to remain, for several weeks, in a 
state of perfect inactivity; at a time, too, when 
an important, well-struck blow would hanJ pro
duced so /waling an effect. Had it not been 
for a communication, opened, through the Spa
niards on Amelia Island, with East Florida, 
both army and navy would have had their idle 
hours still further embittered by a want of sub
'>istenct>. 

l'OL. II. z 
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CIIA PTER XXI. 

E.rpedition tQ New Orleans-British at Peusacola 
and Bamtm·iq,- T1·iclo: played by the Barqtarian 
commandant-Secret act of the American con
gress to take possession of West Florida-Posses
sion taken of Mobile-Erection of Fort-Bowyer 
-Attack upon it by four British sloops of war 
-Loss of the Hermes-Brief description of 
Louisiana and New Orleans-A,-rival of the 
British .fleet off Chandeleur island-Capture of 
five American gurt-boats nem· Lake Borgne
Proclamation of martial law by general Jackson 
-Scheming flag of truce-Its obJect defeated..
Disembarkation of the first division of Britisl~ 
troops-Description of the g1·oun_d of operation.~ 
-Arrival of British advance at Villere's-Ge
neral Wilkinson's st'tictures upon the route chosen 
by the B1·itish-Deception as to the strength of 
Petite Coquille fort.-Accidentallow estimate of 
the British force at Villere's-Prompt advance 
of maJor-geneml Jaclcson-U. S. schooner Caro
lina-Battle of the 23d of December-Destruc
lion of the Carolina by hot shot-Escape of the 
U.S. ship Louisiana-Arrival of sir Edward Pa
kenham-Strength of the British forces-Pro
posed attack in the rear of New Odeans- Its 
non-adoption-Description of general Jackson's 
tines of defence-Demonslmtion of the 28th of De
cember-Destructi1Jejire of the Louisiana--Ame
rican batteries on the opposite side of the 1'iver
Arrival ofship~guns,and e1ection of battery by the 
British-Continued cannonade-Mutual rein-
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forcements--General ltlorgan'slines on the oppo
site banlc-BritisA and Americanforccs-Battle 
of the 8th of January-Fatal neglect to bring up 
tlte jascines and ladde1·s-Deatlt of majm·-gene
rals Pakenltam and Gibbs-Misbehaviour of two 
regiments-Gallant behaviour of a division of tlte 
left brigade-Repulse of the British-StrictU1·es 
-upon the attack, bg American c:fficers-Launch
ing of the boats into the Mississippi-Successful 
attaclc upon tlw American int1·enclmwnts on the 
rigltt banlc-Fatal dffference of opinion 1·espect
ing the possibility of holding that position-Its 
immediate evacuation-Short suspension of lwsti
lities-Bombardment of Fort St. Philip-Retreat 
vf the British from before New Orleans~ T'he total 
loss on both sides-American bombast-F1·enclt 
general Humbe1·t-Some particulars relative tu 
general Jackson-His lwnomble conduct-De
partU?·e of the B1·itish .fleet-Su1·render of Fort
Bowyer without a shot's being ji?·ed at it-Treaty 
of peace-Canadian pTepamtions fm· tlte ensuing 
campaign-Brief 1·emarlcs on the t1·eaty, and on 
the advantages which the AmeTicans ha?Je gained 
by the war. 

FROM the paragraphs that appeared in several 
of the London prints of May and .June, 1 Sl.J., 
there is no doubt that the conquest of Louisiana 
had been submitted to the British government, 
as a measure of no difficult attainment. It 
Was thought, perhaps, that the Louisianians, 
consisting chiefly of french and Spaniards, 
were di~affect ~d towards the government of the 

z 2 
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United States, and would rather aid, than oppose 
the landing of a British army. This hazardous, 
and, as it proved, fallacious conjecture, was 
suffered to over-balance all apprehension of 
danger from the thousands of armed inhabitants 
of the west and north-western tel'l"itories, that 
could descend the Mississippi, and prevent any 
thing like a permanent occupation of the ca
pital of Louisiana. Thet·e were not, it is true, 
any American 74s, or 60-gun frigates, building or 
lying blockaded at New Orleans; but tlwse 
who suggested the expedition well knew that, 
as the cotton crops of Louisiana, and of the 
Mississippi territory, had been fot· some years in 
accumulation, the city-warehouses contained 
merchandize to an immense amount. Indeed, 
considering that New Orleans was the emporium 
of the annually increasing productions of a great 
portion of the western states, the enormous sum 
of 3000000/. was, perhaps, not an over-estimate 
of what, in the event of even a temporary pos
session of that city, would have been shared by 

the captot·s. 
Scarcely had the people of New Orleans read, 

in the pages pf their newspapers, admiral Coch# 
rane's threatening letteJ' and its reply, and been 
assured by their governor, that the British had 
exprt>ssed a determination '' of wresting Loui
siana.from the hands of the United Stales, and 
restoring it to Spain," than accounts arrived, 
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that the British were eX<!iting the Indians, and, 
hy proclamations dated from Pensacola, in West 
Florida, endea\'Ouring to persuade the inhabi
tants of Louisiana and Kentucky, · to shake off 
their alleg·i:mce, and join the Briti~h standard. 
Almost at the same instant they recei,·ed accounts 
that some British officers had been trying· to gain 
over theBaratarian freebooters, upwards of200 in 
number; not only as pilots for that intricate coast, 
but as active allies in the contemplated invasion. 
lVh. Laffite, the commandant, played a deep 
g-ame with the British oificers. He received, 
with seeming acquiescence, all their communi
cations on the subject, and then forwarded them 
to the governor of Louisiana. He had, at that 
time, in the g-aol of I\ ew Orleans, loaded with 
irons, a brother; whose liberation l•e, no doubt, 
hoped to effect. lu t.hort, Mr. Laffite not only 
betrayed the British, but oftered the senices of 
himself and his hardy band, in defending the 
important point of the state of which they had 
taken possession. These men fulfilled the pledge 
given by thei1· commandant to governor Clai
borne; and, along with Mr. Laffite's brother, 
recei,,ed, in the end, a fuJl pardon from. the 
president of the Unitt>d States. 

It is necessary now to mention, that a secret 
law passed the congress of the United States, as 
early as the 12th of Febi'Ual'y, 1813, autho .. izing 
t ,Je president '' to occupy and hold all that 
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tract of country, called West Florida, which 
lies ,,·est of the Perdido, not now in the posses
sion of the United States." * On the 14th of 
March, the order to take possession reached 
major-general Wilkinson, then the commanding 
officer of the United States' ti'Oops within the 
territories of New Orleans and the lVJ ississippi; 
and, on the 1.'5th of April, taking with him a 
strong mwal and military force, the general 
possessed him~elf, without opposition, but not 
without remonstrance, of Fort-Charlotte, near 
the town of Mobile. Gt>neral Wilkinsoon, soon 
afterwards, constructed a fort upon Mobile
point, forming the extremity of a peninsula, 
whiclt is joined to the continent by an isthmus, 
four miles "ide, dividing the river and bay of 

Bonsecours from the bay of Perdido. 
This fort, named Fort-BowJer, mounted, in 

September, 1814, says an American editor, two 
~4, six 12, eight 9, and four 4-pounders; and 
contained a garrison of only 130 men ;t yet, 
when "'e took possession of Fort-Bowyer, in 
February, ISH>, up to which date no reinforce· 
ment of guns appears to have been sent to it, 
the fort mounted, exclusive of one long 24, 
and two 9-ponnders outside, three 32, eight 
2'!, six 12, five 9, and one 4-pounder; also one 
S-inch mortar, and one 5i-inch howitzer; total 

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. III. p. 340. 

t I.-a tour's War in Louisiana, p. 34. 
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28 guns. Its garrison, under the same comman
der too, consisted, at this time, of 375 otlicen; 
and soldiers. • 

On the morning of the 12th, M. M.S. Hermes, 
of 22, Carron, of 20, and Sophie and Childers, 
of 18 guns each, under the orders of captain W. 
H. Percy, of the first-named ship, anchored on 
the coast, about six miles to the eastward of 
Fort-Bowyer; which this office•· had unadvisedly 
fletennined to attack The ships, with great 
difficulty, owing to the mH'rowness of the chan
nel, and the numerous shoals, arrived, on the 
afternoon of the 15th, in the neighbourhood of 
the fort. The Herm('s, at last, gained a station 
within musket-shot distance; the Sophie, Carron, 
and Childers, anchoring in a line a-stern of her. 
Previously to this, a detachment of, not "120"t 
but.60 marines, :lnd not "600"-f but 120 In
dians, witl1 a 5!-inch l10witzer, ~ut no '' 12-
pounder," under the orders of major NicolJs, of 
the marines, had disembarked on the peninsula .. 
Sixty of the Indians, unde1· lieutenant Castle, 
had been detached to secure the pass of Bonse
cours, 27 miles to tl1e eastward of the fort; so 
that major Nico1ls had, under his cpmmand, not 
730, t but 120 marines and Indians. 

The great distance at which the Carron and 
Childers had unavoidably anchored, confined the 
effective cannonade, on the part of the Bri ti~ h, to 

*Appendix, No. 112 • 

. t Latour's W.tr in Louisiana, p. 40. 
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the Hermes and Sophie; nor was the latter's fire 
of much use, as, owing to the rottenness of her 
timbers, and her defective equipment, her car
ronades drew or turned over at every fire. The 
Hermes, befot·e she had fired many broadsides, 
" having . her cable cut, was carried away by 
the current, and presented her head to the fort. 
Jn that position she remained from 15 to 20 

minutes, whilst the raking fire from the fort 
swept, fore and aft, almost every thing on deck."* 
Soon afterwards the Hermes grounded, directly 
in front of the fort. Every means to get her off 
having failed, captain Percy, taking out of her 
the whole of his wounded, set her on fire. He 
had but one boat left, and that with only 1 hree 
oars. As a proof of the American captain 
Lawrence's " characteristic humanity," the 
fort, on this" memorable day for the garri
~on," fired round mHl grapP. at the boat, 
till she got out of gun-shot. The Hermes and 
Sophie were the only vessels that su&tained 
any injury. The loss of the one was 25 men 
killed, and 24 wounded ; of the other, six 
killed, and 16 wounded ; total, with one ma
t·iue kill('O on ::.!lore, 32 killed, and 40 wounded : 
while the American editors, major Latour inclu
sive, ha\' e made the British loss before Fort
Bowyer, 162 killed, and iO wounded.t The 
Americans acknowledge a loss of four killed, and 
four wounded. t .No event of the war has been 

* Latour's War in Louisiana, p. ~8 . t ll~jd. p. 40. 
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made more of than the indiscreet attack upon 
Fort-Bowye1·. Major Latour, misnaming one 
vessel, and converting into frigate-built ships the 
corvettes Hermes and Carron, gives each of the 
latter " twenty eight 32-pound carronades," • 
and crews in proportion. He, then, states the 
whole " effective British force at 92 guns, and 
1330 men ;" * which he nwdestly opposes to eight 
guns, (all that he says would bear,) and 130 men. 
Where did this writer learn, that both broad
sides of a ship can act together, upon a single 
object? Major Latour, palpably ridiculous as 
his statements are, has, however, no criticism to 
dread in the United States of Ameri<·a. 

The attack upon Fo1·t-Bowyer unmasking, at 
once, the designs of the British upon Louisiana, 
major-general Jackson, of the United States' 
1trmy, who, having superseded gene1·al Wilkin
son, was at this time at Mobile, began making 
defensive arrangements ; and, among· them, 
adopted tlae extraordinary resolution of taking 
possession, " without waiting for the authority 
of his government," t of the Spanish post of 
Pensacola, and the contiguous forts. Having· 
assembled •1000 troops, he was enabled, through 
the tread1ery of the Spanish governor, to effect 
his object, on the 7th and 8th of November, 
\Vithout bloodshed. Leaving garrisons in the 
captured forts, the major-general, with ·the 

*Latour's War in Louis. p. 40. t Sketches of the War, p. 346. 
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remainder of his troops, departed for New Or
leans; where he arrived on the 2d of Decem
ber. Since the lOth of the preceding month, 
the governor of Louisiana had informed the le
gislature, that the British were about to attack 
the state, with from 12 to 15000 men ; and that 
he was in daily expectation of considerable re
inforcements from Kentucky and Tennessee. 

Without a brief description of Louisiana, and 
particularly of the line of maritime invasion to 
which New Orleans is exposed, the important 
operations about to be detailed, will not be so 
readily understood. The boundaries of Loui
siana may be seen upon any map of the North 
American continent: it is only necessary here 
to state, that this great expanse of territory has 
a frontier, with the Spanish internal provinces 
ofl900 miles; a line of sea-coast, on the Pacific 
Ocean, of 500 miles; a frontier with the British 
dominions of 1700 miles ; thence, following the 
Mississippi, by comparative course, 1400 miles; 
and along the gulf of Mexico 700 miles: from 
the mouth of the Perdido to the 31 o N. latitude, 
40 miles; along the latter parallel, 240 miles; 
having an outline of 6480 miles, and 1352860 
square miles of sUl·face.• The parish of New 
Orleans is bounded north by Lake Pontchartrain 
and the Rigolets, east by lake Borgne and the 
parish of Plaquemines, south-east by the gulf 

• Duby's Louisiana, p. l2. 
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of Mexico, and west by the parishes of St. Ber
nard and the interior of Lefourche ; possessing 
an area ofl300 square miles. The city of New Or
leans, the capital of the parish, and of the state 
of Louisiana, stands upon the left bank of the 
Mississippi, 105 miles, following the stream, and 
90 miles, in a direct line, from its mouth. The 
present population of the city is estimated at 
23242 persons. * The line of maritime invasion 
extends from Lake Pontchartrain, on the east, 
to the river Tesche, on the west, intersected by 
several bays, inlets, and rivers, which furnish 
avenues of approach to the metropolis. But the 
flatness of the coast is every where unfavorable 
for the debarkation of troops; and the bays and 
inlets being all obstructed by shoals or bars, no 
landing can be effected, but by boats, except 
up tile Mississippi; and that has a bar at its 
mouth, which shoals to 13 or 14 feet water. 

On the 7th of December, commodore Patter
son, tue naval commander at New Orleans, re
cei\'ed a letter from Pensacola, dated on the 5th, 
stating that a British fleet of 60 sail, having· on 
hoard a large body of troops, had arrived off the 
bar, and were destined for New Orleans. The 
commodore immediately ordered the gun-boats 
at the station to proceed to the passes Mariana 
and Christiana, leading into lake Borgne; by 
\\-hich, and Jake Pontchartrain, it w~s thought 

• Dal'by's L)uisiana, p. J8'>. 
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the British would make their approaches. As 
an additional protection, the Rigolets, forming 
the communication between lakes Borgne and 
Pontchartrain, were defended by a smalJ work, 
named Petite Coquille fort. Detachments of 
troops had also been sent out, to fell timber 
across every sma11 bayou or creek, leading from 
the lakes; and through which a passage fot· 
boats could be afforded. The precaution was 
even taken, in some of the b~yous, to sink large 
frames, and then fill tl1em "'ith earth . To prevent 
any approach by the Mississippi, general Jack
son went himself to superintend the direction of 
the defences at Fort St. Philip, situated on the 
left bank of the rivet·, about 40 miles from the 
Ralize. Besides increasing the strength of this 
fort, the general ordered the immediate construc
tion of two batteries on the opposite side of the 
nvet·. It is now time to attend to the progress 
of the expedition. 

On the 8th of December, Yice-admiral Coch
rane, in the Tonnant, along with several other 
ships, arrived and anchored off the Chandeleur 
islands. On the same day, two of the American 
gun-boats fired at the Annide as siJe, along 
with the Seahorse and Sophie, was passing· down, 
within the chain of small islands that runs 
parallel to the shore, from Mobile towards Lake 
Borgne. Three other gun-boats were presently 
discovered cruizing in the lal\.e. On the lOth, 



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 349 

lith, and 12th, the remainder of the men-of-war 
and troop-ships arrived; the 74s anchoring off 
Chandeleur island; the frigates and smaller ves
sels between Cat island and the main, not far from 
the entrance to Lake Borgne. The commander of 
the American gun-boats, fearing an attack, had, 
since the lith, put his boats in the best possible 
condition.* The bayou Catalan, or Bienvenu, 
at the head of Lake Borgne being the con
templated point of disembarkation, the distance 
from the anchorage at Cat island to the bayou 
62 miles~ and the principal means of ta·ansport 
open boats, it became impossible that any move .. 
rnent of the troops could take place, until these 
gun-boats wea·e destroyed. It was also an 
object to get possession of them in a service
able state, that they might assist, as well in 
transporting the troops, as in the attack of any 
of the enemy's forts in the route; therefore, 
42 Jaunclres, armed with 24, 18, and 12.pound 
carronades, and three unarmed gigs, carr.riug, 
altogether, about 980 seamen and marines, 
placed under the orders of captain Lockyer, of 
the Sophie, left the ships on the nig·ht of the 12th. 
For the details of the short battle, ending· in 
the capture of five gun-uoats, and an armed sloop, 
the reader is refened to the Brit ish and American 
official accounts; t upon the latter of which we 
shaH proceed to make a few observations. 

* Latour's ·war in Louisiana, p 5Q. 

t A pp. Nos. 78. 79. 80. 81. and 82. 
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It does not appear, by captain Lockyer's 
letter, than any attack was made upon the Sea
horse. Her destruction, therefore, by her com
mander, could only have been from a dread that 
she would be attacked; or, if she was attacked, no 
difficulty, and no casualties beyond her destruc
tion, occurred on either side. This is confirmed, 
as well by the American retum of loss, as by 
the proceedings of the court of inquiry, held upon 
captain Jones and his officers ; in which neither 
the Seahorse nor Mr. Johnson, her commander, 
is at all named. Captain Jones seems to have 
mistaken the hour at which captain Roberts 
was detached to take the Alligator, for the time 
of her capture: from which se1·vice the division 
of boats did not return, till the capture of gun
boat No. 156 had been effected. The " delibe
rate fire'' from one long 32, and four long 24s, 
did, owing to the tardy approach of the boats 
against " the force of the current," produce 
" much effect;" and, till l he latter carne within 
range of their carronades, could not be re
turned. It is singular that a writer, who gives 
captain Jones's letter in his Appendix, should 
describe the latter's " objects of so small a size,'' 

as " barges almost as large as the gun-boats 
themselves."* Captain .Jones says, '' two boats 
sank." \\' e can assure him, that no other 
boat sank than the Tonuant's launch; and 

* Latour's War in Louisian:t, p. 61. 
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every Jllan in her wa& ~~ved. The court of 
inquiry bas preferred "several ba•·ges"* to ''two 
boats." l\fajor Latour hi.mself thinks . " ;;i gr-e~t 
number of bat·g·es and laqncl'\es" t b~tter than 
either. Captain Jones's account of the duratioq 
of the action must include the time duriog which., 
for the reasons already given, he had the firing 
all to himself. In less than 20 minutes after 
the British got alongside of the flag gun-boat, 
the whole five vessels were in their possession. 
The defence of the commodore's gun-boat did 
credit to all on board; nor could the others, whe1;1 
~he was captured, have possibly withstood th~ 
force operating against them. It is captainJones'~ 
comment~tQI'S with w;hom we have 11\0f~ ~J:ti

culal'ly to do. This officer r\}ust e~ouse us (Qt 

r~mat:king, th~t his " correct state~ent" would 
better have deserved the n~we, had h.e co_qtra ·ted 
the na~uJ:e ~nd ca\iber, as weJI as th,e nurob.er-, 

. of his own, with the number and caliber o.f his 
~uemy's g~ns. WhJ omit to notice the 12 
swivels, or half-pounde•·s, or the two 5f inch 
howitzers, which were captured among· h~., gun.s? 
We will not dispute tht: numbel'S of h.is" effective'' 
crews; yet, according to major La,tour, the 
effective crew of gun-boat No. 65, which had 
been ]eft to assist in guarding the Mississippi, 
amounted to 40 men.+ This gentleman's zeal 

• Latgur'i War in Louisiana, p. cxxxtii. 

t liliif. p. 191. 
+ Ibid. 6t. 
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has carried him rather too far. Out of the state· 
ment 'in captain Jones's Jetter, that his vessels, 
at 2 P.M. on the 13th, "were in 12 or J 8 inches 
less water than their draught," the major bas 
made out that, in the action on the 14th, "it 
was impossible for the gun-boats to manreuvre," 
because " sevet·al of them wet·e sunk 18 inches 
in the mud;"* and this, in spite of captain 
Jones's statement:" At 3, 30, (on the 13th,) the 
flood-tide had commenced; got under weigh, 
making the best of my way towards the Petite 
Coquille."§ Captain Jones, in his estimate of 
our loss, rather over-rated the prowess of his 
men, as will be seen by the British retums. t 
Major Latour, as a proof how much he is influ
enced by" the duty of impartiality" and a" due 
regard to truth," scruples not to account for 
nearly two-thirds of this loss, by, what he calls, the 
"plain fact,"-that "180 men went down in one 
of the barges which were sunk." t After having 
already stated that no barge was sunk, nor men 
drowned, we have only to add, that the largest 
number of men in any one of tl1e bar.ges was 31. 
If we seem to pass over our old friends Messieurs 
Thomson, O'Connor, and Smith, it is not be
cause their statements at•e less extravagant than 
those of our two new acquaintances, but because 
the latteJ' enter more largely into the events of 

• Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 61. t Ibid p. ~35. 
t App. No. 79. ~ App. No. so. 
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the Louisiana war. Mr. John Henry Eaton, the 
bi9graphist of general Jackson, taking the hint 
from major Latour, about the American gun
boats and British barges being nearly of the 
same size, presents his readers with the follow- . 
ing· statement:--

Boats. Men. Guns. 
" The llritish had 43 1200 43 

The Americans, 5 182 23 

38 1018 20"* 
Nothing could happen bette•·; because it gives 

us an opportunity of exhibiting a statement also. 
Supposing Mr. Eaton not to have known, that 
the smallest of his ,, boats'' was 75 tons burthen, 
the History of the Tripolitan War wouJd have 
informed him, that two or three of them had 
crossed the Atlantic and back in safety. Now 
for our statement :-

United States' "boat" 
No. 23. 

Broaclside-metal {long guns, 
in pounds, carronades, 

"His Britannic Majesty's 
brig Hunter." t 

50 16 
9 12 

--59 28 
Complement, 41 39 
Size in tons, 1 12 7 4 

And flid not the American commodore Mac
donough, in an official letter, designate two 
lhitish vessels, the largest of which was two 
tons sma1Jer titan Mr. Eaton's" hoat," as " two 
sloops of war"? t We need only add to _ what 
has already appeared respecting the state of 

* Eaton's Life of Jackson, p. 261. 

t Nav. Hist. of the United States, Vol. I. p. 21Q 

:j: James's Nav. Occur. p. 420. 
VoL. n. A A 
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equipment of American gun-boats,* that those 
taken by captain Lockyer had polished mahogany 
tra,·ersing gun-carriages, and were lavishly sup· 
plied with ordnance-stores of evea·y descrip· 

tion. 
The capture of the gun-boats having thus left 

open the entrance by the lakes, great consterna· 
tion prevailed at New Orleans. General Jack
son, with a promptitude highly to his credit, 
redoubled his exertions; and, with what, ill 
our despotic country, would be considered a 
stretch of power, proclaimed martial law. By 
way of sounding the British as to the route they 
meant to take, commodore Patterson, on the 
15th of December, sent a purser and doctor of 
the navy, with a flag, under pretence " of 
obtaining correct information as to the situation 
of the officers and crews made ]Hisoners on board 
the gun-boats, and of endtavouring to obtain 
their being suffered to return to town on parole."t 
Admiral Cochrane very properly told them, 
'' that their visit was unseasonable, and that he 
could not permit them to return, until the 
intended attack was made, and the fate of NeW 
Orleans decided."t This was construed into a 
" wanton outrage on propriety," and all sorts of 
abuse lavished upon the British character. 

On the 16th the fint division of troops, con
sisting of the 85th regiment, landed at Isle au" 
Poix, a small swampy spot, at the mouth of 

• Seep. 200. t Latour's War in louisiana, p. 75, 
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the Pearl river; about 30 miles from the anchor~ 
age, and nearly the same distance from the 
bayou Catalan, or Bienvenu, intended as the 
point of disembarkation. Various causes, as 
detailed in admiral Cochrane's letter,* delayed 
the arrival of the boats at the fishermen's vil1age, 
near the entrance of the bayou, till midnight on 
the 22d; when, immediately, the advance, con
sisting of 760 rank and file of the 4th, 402 rank 
and file of the 8.5th, and 396 rank and file of the 
95th regiments, also 100 sappers, miners, and 
artillery men, with two 3-pounders, and 30 
rocketeers, in all 1688 men, under the command 
of colonel Thomton of the 85th, commenced 
ascending the bayou Mazant, or principal 
branch of the Bienvenu; and, at four o'clock 
on the following morning, landed at the extre
Inity of Vi1Jere's canal, running from the bayou 
Mazant, towards the Mississippi. 

As the country around New Orleans possesses 
Very peculiar features, a slight digression may 
be necessary. The bayou Bienvenu is the creek 
througlt which all the waters of a large basin, 
or swamp, about 80 miles in extent, bounded on 
the north by the Mississippi, on the west by 
New Orleans, o.n the no1·th-west, by bayou Sau
vage, o~ Chef-menteur, and on the east by Lake 
Borgne, into which it empties. It receives the 
stt·cams of several otiJer bayous, formed by the 

* App. No. 99. 

AA2 
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/ waters of the surrounding cypress swamps and 
prairies, as well as of innumerable little streams 
from the low grounds along the ri \'er. It is naviga
ble for vessels of 100 tons, 12 miles from its mouth. 
Its breadth is fram 110 to 150 yards, and it has 
six feet water on the bm·, at common tides, and 
nine feet at spring tides. Its principal branch 
is that which is called bayou Mazant, which 
runs towa1rds the south-west, and receives the 
waters of the canals of the vlantations of Villere, 
Lacoste, and l.aronde, upon which the British 
afterwards -established their principal encamp
ment. The level of the great basin, on the bank 
of the principal bayou, is usually 12 feet below 
the banks of the Mississippi. The overflowing 
of the waters of all those bayous aJ.ld canals, 

· occasioned by the tide of the sea, or by the winds 
raising the waters in the lake, forms, on all their 
banks, deposits of slime, which are continua ly 
raising them abo-.;-e the rest of the soil : so that 
the interval between two bayous is below the 
level of their banks, and the soil is generally 
covered with water and mud, in "'·hich ~quatic 
{Jlants, or large teeds, of the heigl1t of from six 
to eight feet, grow in abundance. It sometimes 

·happens that the rains, or the filtrated waters, 
collected in these intervals, or basins, not finding 
a vent, form what are called t1·embli1ig pmiries; 
which are at all times impassable to men and 
domestic animals. The land in Lower Louisiana 
slopes in the inverse direction of the soil of other 
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countries, being· most elevated on the sides of 
the rivers, and sinking as it recedes from them. 
The Mississippi, at New Orleans, periodically 
swells 14 or l;) feet; and is then from three to 
four feet above the level of its banks. To con
fine its waters within. its bed, dikes ot· ramparts, 
ca1led in Louisiana leoees, have been raised on 
its banks, from the hig·hlands towards its mouth, 
a little above the level of the highest swells ; 
without which pt·ecaution, the lands would be 
entirely overflowed, from four to the months in 
the year. The reader will now be better able 
to appreciate the difficulties our troops and 
seamen had to encounter, in tt·ansporting them
selves, theit· baggage, provisions, and artillery, 
to the scene of operations on the Jeft bank 
of the Mississippi. . 

The spot at which the British advance had 
landed, was about a mile from a cypress wood, 
or swamp, of neady a mile and a half in depth, 
running· parallel to the Mississippi; between 
Which and the border of the wood, is a slip 
of land, from 16 to 1700 yards wide, inter
sected by strong horizontal railings, and seve
l'al wet ditches, or canals, and principally 
planted with sugar canes. Several large 
houses, with their out-offices and negro-huts, 
are scattered, at irregular distances, O\'er this 
tract; along which passes, neat· to the levee, or 
hank of the river, the high road to New Orleans. 
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At about noon on the 23d, the piquets of the 
British advanced division arrived at M. Villere's 
house, standing upon the road-side, at the dis
tance of about six miles from the city. Here a · 
company of the 3d regiment of militia was 
surprised and captured. Soon afterwards, 
colonel Thornton, with the remainder of his 
division, arrived, and bivouacked upon the 
higher ground of the plantation, or that nearest to 
the river. This point had been reconnoitered, 
liince the night of the 18th, by the honorable 
captain Spencer, of the Carron, and lieutenant 
Peddie, of the quarter-master-general's depart .. 
ment. These officers, wi tb a smuggler as their 
guide, had pulled up the bayou in a canoe, and 
advanced to the high road, without seeing any 

}lersons, or preparations. 
After general Wilkinson, whose local know· 

ledge in this quarter no one will dispute, has 
statt:d, that lieutenant Jones, of the late Ameri· 
can flotilla, in answer to the particular enquiries 
put to him respecting the strength of Fort
Coquille, defending the entrance to Lake Pont
chartrainc, reported it to mount, instead of eight, 
-" 40 pieces of arti\ley," and to be garrisoned 
by, not 50,-but "500 men," and that, in con· 
sequence of the supposed strength of that posi· 
tion, the British determined to advance by the 
ba,·ou Bienvenu, he says:-'' To this direction 
of ~the invaders, and theil· halt after they had 
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reached the bank of the Mississippi, may, under 
God, be ascribed the salvation of New Orleans, 
and general Jackson's merited fame. By this 
approach, the enemy placed the American army 
in their front, leaving its rear open to every 
species of resource, and its flanks perfectly 
secured by the river and the cypress swamps; a 
situation the most desirable to a military chief, 
because it enables him to condense his force, 
and disem banass his mind of every care and 
every concern, but that of marshalling his men 
and preparing for , battle. Yet, as the enemy 
had, unperceived, got within two hours' march 
of the city, if they had proceeded directly for
ward, the advantages of general Jackson's posi
tion, which afterwards became all important, 
could not have availed him; because the enemy 
would have canied surprise with them, would 
have found the American corps dispersed, • 
without concert, and unprepared for combat ; 
and, making the attack with a superiot· nume
rical force of disciplined troops, against a body 
composed chiefly of irregulars: under such cir
cumstances, no soldiet· of experience will pause 
for a conclusion. The most heroic bravery 

. Would have proved unavailing, and the capital 
of Louisiana, with its millions of property, 
\vould have been lost. But, blinded by con
fidence, beguiled by calculations injurious to 

* App. No. ss. 
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the honor of the high-mettled patriot-sons of 
Louisiana, and considering the game safe, they 
gave themselves up to security, took repose, and 

waited for reinforcements." "' 
Why the British did not approach by the way 

of Lake Pontchartrain, and take the city ofNew 
Orleans in the 1·ea1-, the general has himself, 
partly explained, in the ruse de guerre of lieuten
ant Jones, or, rather, of Mr. Shields, commodore 
Patterson's purser. \Ve say, partly explained, 
becau.se we know this route was suggested by 
several experienced British officers. Had general 
Wilkinson been aware that, instead of '' 4980,'' 
major-general Keane, even when his reinforce
ment came up at 10 o'clock on the night of the 
23d , had only 2050 men; and had the general 
reflected, what labour and fatigue these men 
had undergone since their departure from lsle 
aux Poix, on the n orning ofthe preceding day, 
he would not have condemned the British for 
taking repose on their arrival at Villed :'s; more 
espe'cially, when, instead of " 3000," or, as 
~<ljor Letour says, "5000," the Briti~h had 
been informed by ~1 r. Ducros, and several other 
prisoners, (who, the night previous, had settled 
their plans,) that there were from " 13 to 14000" 
troops in the city, and from'' 3 to 400'0" at a 
fort. at the "English turn," :j: a bend of the 

• Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 537. 
t Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 104. :j: Ibid. P· 86, 



GREAT BRITAIN AND Al\fERICAo 361 

river, about 10 miles below the British 
encampment. 

General Jackson received intelligence of the ar· 
rival of the British at Viii ere's farm, at about two 
o'clock P.M. on the 23d; and major Letour, who 
was the reconnoitring officer," judged that theit· 
number must amount to 16 or 1800." * Not 
satisfied with this account, major-general Jack
son sent forward " colonel Haynes, inspector 
general of the division;" but, ~ays major Latour, 
"he had no opportunity to form a correct estimate 
of their number, which he made to amount to 
no more than 200 men." Here we have an im
portant fact; accounting for general Jackwn's 
1·eady advance to the attack; and affording 
an answer to the loads of hombastical 
stuff, so characteristic of American accounts. 
Major Latour gives a detailed estimate of 
general Jackson's force, on this occasion, 
making it amount to " 2131 men." t The Ca
rolina schooner, which combined in the attack, 
mounted twehe 12-pound carronades, and 
two long guns of the same caliber, with a crew 
of about 90 men. When she opened her fire, 
several British soldi.ers, taking her to be an 
unarmed vessel, were actually standing upon 
the levee, looking at her. The Caroline had not, 
at this time, any other vessel in company.t 

The reinforcement that reached colonel Thorn

* Latour's War in Louis. P· 88. t lb. P· 105. j A pp. No. 83. 



362 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN 

ton on the night of the attack amounted, not to 
" 2900 men," but to only 230 rank and file of 
the 21st, and 140 rank and file of the 98d regi
ments ; total 370 men : making the aggregate 
British force, just at the close of the attack, 
2050 men. With these explanatory particulars 
before him, the readet· cau take the uetails of 
the battle from the official accounts on both 
sides. • The American commentators, particu
larly our two new historians, have indulged 
themselves in such a rhapsody of falsehoods and 
contradictions, that we shall leave their" faithful 
histories'' to work their own effect. On the 
morning of the 24th, the United States' ship 
Louisiana, of sixteen long 12-pounders, and 
a crew of upwards of 130 men, joined the Caro
lina. The Joss of the British, on 1he 23d and 
24th, the details of which are given in the official 
return,t amounted to 46 killed, 167 wounded, 
and 62 missing: total 275. The Americans, 
who, as the British 3-pounders were not brought 
into use, had only musketry to contend with, 
sustained a loss, on the 23d, as particularized 
in thcit· return,t of 24 kiJled, 115 wounded, 
and 74 missing; total 213. 

'J'he enemy's ship and schoonet· continuing a 
l1eavy and destructive cannonade upon the 
British troops, a battery of, not as major Latour 
says, " several 12 and IS-pounders,'' but of five 

* App. No. 83, s.;, and 87. t App. No.8~. t App. No. 86. 
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9 and 6-pounder£, the heaviest artillery which 
had then been got up, was, by day-light on the 
morning of the 27th, in readiness to act. The 
second hot shot lodged in the schooner's main
hold, under her cables, and p1·esently set her on 
fire. Soon afterwards, her crew, with the 
loss of one killed and six wounded, took to their 
boats, and reached the shore. By some gross 
mismanagement on our part, the artillery, 
instead of being, immediately that the Carolina 
was seen to be on fire, directed against the 
powerful ship Louisiana, whose " powder
magazine was above water,"* continued to 
play upon the flaming wreck. When the latter 
exploded, which was not till an hour after 
the commencement of the firing, th.e British 
guns were directed against the ship; but he~ 
commander, awat·e of the danger to which the 
situation of his magazine exposed him, had 
wisely employed " 100 men of his crew," • in 
towing the Louisiana out of gun-shot. 

Since the evening of the 25th, major-genera\ 
sir Edward Pakenham, and major-general Gibbs, 
had arrived at head-quarters ; the former to. 
take command of the army, now aug·mented, by 
fresh arrivals from the anchorage, to about,-not~ 
as major Latour says, H 9 or IOOOO,"t but-5040. 
rank and file. The prevailing frosts had greatly 
improved the road from the landing place ; and 

*Latour's War in Louisiana, P• 118. + ~~~<l· p. 125. 
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rendered a passage across the swamps, in most 
directions, less difficult than usual. At this 
time the real strength of Fort-Coquille was gene~ 
ralJy known in camp; and some one proposed 
for the army to be moved back, by a route 
pointed out, to Lake Pontchartrain ; and thence, 
after taking the forts Coquille and St. John, (in 
which there would be no difficulty,) to proceed 
down bayou St. John, to the rear of New Orleans. 
The attack in front, with such an army, was, 
however, thought to be the readiest, as it cer-
tainly was the boldel:it mode. 

There is no means of judging of the strength of 
the American position, hut by a ful1 description. 
Fortunately, we are enabled to give that in the 
very wot·ds of the engineer who superintended 
the construction of the lines. By way of still 
further elucidation, we hav~ made use of m~~jo1· 
J~atom·'s plan or sketch;';;' which, although it has 
reference to the operations of a subsequent day, 
1·epresents, except as to some of the guns, the 
same lines which were now about to be attacked. 
-" Jackson's lines, within five miles of the city 
of New Orleans, and running along the limits of 
Rodriguez's and Chalmette's plantations, were 
but one of those antient mill-races so common 

in Louisiana, extending from the bank of the I 
river to the cypress swamp. It has already been 
seen, from my description of the form of the soil 11 

• See Plate VII. -
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in Lower Louisiana, and from its shelving from 
the river to vards the swamps, that, when the 
Mississippi is swelled to its greatest height, the 
1evel of the surface of its waters is some feet 
above that of the contiguous soil, and from 12 

-to 15 feet above that of the praries and bayous, 
which, at those periods, receive the waters flow
ing fl'Om the Mississippi. To add to the mass 
and the force of the water; the planters dig 
canals a few feet deep, throwing the earth on 
'both sides, so as to afford a mass of water from 
eight to eleven feet deep; and, at the head of 
these canals, which are.commonly 25 feet wide, 
are constructed saw-mills. The canal on which 
Jackson's lines were formed, had long been 
abandoned, having no long·er any mill to turn; 
so t!Jat its banks had fallen in, and raised its 
bottom, which was covered with grass, present
ing, rathtr, the appearance of ·an old draining 
ditch, than of a canal. On the 2Hh of Decem
ber, general Jackson had taken this position; 
and, that it was well cho~en, wi1l sufficiently 
appear, on an inspection of the map. I will 
only observe, that those _lines leave the _least 
possible space between the river and the wood, 
and that from the lines to Villere's canal, the 
deptlt of the high land continually increases, ·and 
is at Laronde's plantation nea_rly three times as 
great as at the lines. As soon- as this position 
Was chosen, the tl'Oops beg·an to . 1:aise a par~pet, 
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leaving the ditch as it was, except that, by cutting 
the road, it was laid undet· water, as there was 
then a temporary rise of the river. Earth was 
fetched from the rear of the line, and thrown 
carelessly on the left (or inner) bank; where the 
earth had been thrown when the bank was ori
ginal1y dug. The hank on the right (ot· outer) 
side, being but little elevated above the soil, 
formed a kind of glacis. All the pales of the 
fences in the vicinity were taken to line the 
parapet, and prevent the earth from falling into 
the canal. All this was done at various inter
vals, and by different corps, owing to the fre
quent mutations in the disposition of the troops. 
This circumstance, added to the cold, and to 
incessant rain, rendered it impossible to observe 
any regularity as to the thickness and height 
of the parapet; which, in some places, was as 
much as 20 feet thick at the top, though hardly 
five feet high; whilst, in other places, the enemy's 
balls went throngb it at the base. On the lst 

of January, there was but a very small proportion 
of the line able to withstand the balls; but, on 
the 8th of January, the whole extent, as far as 
the wood, was proof against the enemy's canuon. 
The length of tl;le line was about a mile, some
what more than half of which ran from tile 
river to the wood, the remainder extending into 
the wood, where the line took a direction to
ward~; the left, which rested on a cypress swamp 
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almost impassable. Enormous holes in the soil, 
made impassable by their being ful1 of water 
from the canal, rendered a bend in the line• 
unavoidable."t 

The manner in which the artillery was after
Wards distributed, and the number and caliber 
of the pieces, appear on the plan. It is onlyneces
~at·y to state here, that they consisted of one 32, 
three 24, one IS, three 12, and two 6-pounder 
long-guns, and one 9t llnd one 6-inch howitzer; 
total 12 guns: but not above half of them were 
mounted on the 28th of December. In case of 
being·driveJi from this strong line, general Jackson 
had caused to be consti'Ucted two othe.· lines in 
ltis rear ; the nearest, or Dupre's line, at the dis
tance of a mile and a half, and the third, or Mon
tt·euil line, at the distance of two miles and a q uar
tet·, from his ou~er, or main line. Nor had tho 
opposite, or right bank of the river, which even 
exceeded the left in capability of defence, been 
neglected. Boisgervais' canal, at the distance 
of tha·ee miles from the city, had been selected; 
and the labour of 150 negroes, for six days, com
pleted the parapet along the whole length of the 
canal, and levelled the earth to form a glacis on 
the opposite side. There was, also, opposite to the) 
city, on the bank of the river, a strong redoubt: 
formed by a brick-kiln; surrounded by a ditch, 
25 feet wide, with a glacis and parapet. A 
palisade extended along its whole length on the 

• See Plate VII. t Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 149. 
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inside. The redoubt was furnished with, a 
powder-magazine, and mounted with two 24-
pounders; which commanded both the road and 
the river.* 

The British commandet· determined to make 
a demonstation upon the enemy's fortified line 
on the left bank. Accordingly, at day-lig!Jt on 
the morning of the 28th, the troops moved for
ward in two columns; driving in the whole of 
the en.emy's line of out-posts. Dul'ing the 
advance of the British, the ship which had been 
so unfortunately spared, opened a heavy enfilad
ing fire upon them ; and continued it during 
the whole of the forenoon. t Her ~re, and that 
from the enemy's heavy pieces at his works, did 
considerable execution. On the 30th commodore 
Patterson planted behind the levee on the right 
bank a 24-poundel', and on the next day, two 12-
pounders; with which he threw shot quite into 
the British camp. Oul' Joss between the 25th 
and 31st, as detailed in the return, amounted to 
16 killed, 38 wounded, and two missing; total 
56. t The Americans acknowledge a loss of nine 
kil1ed; and eight wounded,§ on shore, and of 
one wounded on uoard the ship; total 18. 

By the evening of the 31st, after considerable 
difficulty, ten ship 18-pounders, and four 24-
pound carronades wet·e brought up the canal, 
in boats, and four of the former were placed in 

* Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 125. 

t App. Nos. 89 ana 90. :): App. No. 94. ~ App. No. 91, 



e 

f 

r 

' 
t 

l 

r 

r 

GREAT BRITAIN AND A!\lERICA. . 369 

a battery, formed ""ith hogsheads of sugar, on 
the main J"Oad, to fire upon the ship, if she 
<hopped down the river. Some other batteries 
We•·e, in the mean time, constructed. The first 
of January was ushered in with a very thick fog, 
:which did not begin to dispe1·se till towards 
eight o'clock. As soon as the horizon cleared 
up, the British opened their batteries upon the 
American line. '' Our batteries," says maj~r 
Latour, " were the principal objects against 
Which the enemy's fire was directed ; but we 
Were not Jess intent in demolishing his; fo1·, . . 
In about an hour's time, our balls dismounted 
sev{'ral of his guns; and, when the firing ceased, 
the greater part of his artillery was unfit for 
ser\'ice. Justice obliges us to acknowledge, that 
the fhe of the British was, for a long time, ·vigo
tous]y kept up, and weB-directed."* All this 
"'hile; commodore Patterson's guns, on the oppo
site bank, shared in the engagement. t A sud
den change now tooli place in the weather; and, 
80 deep was the soil, that it required the greatest 
exertions of the whole army, aided by the sea
·men, at this time serving with it, to retire the 
remaining· g·uns a short distan ce before day-
}' ' 
lght the next morning. 

!?ailing· to mal ·e any impression upon the 
enemy's parapet, and unable to approach l1 is 
flanks· on his ri •>·ht oVI in o· to the ri ver and on 

' 0 ' ~ ' 

• Latonr's War .in _Loubiana , p. !33. + A pp.. No. 9:2. 
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his left, owing to the impassable swamp by 
which it was so well secured, the British com• 
mander-in-chief determined to wait for the ex• 
pected rejnforcements, under major-general 
Lambert. ·we may observe, in this place, what 
great advantage would have been derived frotll 
the 2 or 3000 Choctaw Indians and Negroe~, 
·who were ready, and might have been brought 
from West Florida. During th~ 2d and 3d of 
January commodore Patterson, having landed 
four more 12-pounders, and ere~ted a furnace 
for heating shot, caused, till the evening of tht 
5th, considemble destruction in the British 
camp. Our loss, as detailed in the returns,' 
amounted to 32 killed, 44 wounded, and two 
missing·; total 78: that of the Americans, on the 
1st of January, 11 killed, and 23 wounded; 
total 34. t On the four succeeding days, tht 
cannonade, owing to the ruinous state of the 
British batteries, was wholly on the side of 
the Americans, " Our artillery," says majot 
Latour, " continued to fire on the enemy; an(l, 
whenever a group of four or fh.e men shewed 
themselves, they were instantly dispersed by ollr 
balls ot· shells. The advantage we derived froJll 
that almost incessant cannonading, on both 
banks of the Mississippi, was, that we exercised 
our gunners, annoyed the enemy to such II 

degree, that he could not work at any fortifica• 

• App~ No. 95. t App. No. 93. 
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tion ; nor, indeed, come within the reach of our 
cannon by dax, and was deprived of all repose 
during the night."'* 

On the 4th of January general Jackson re. 
ceived the long-expected reinf01·cement of 2250 

Kentuckians; t and, on the 6th, the British re. 
ceived their expected reinforcement of the 7th 
and 43d regiments. On that very day a deser
ter informed general Jackson of the intended 
attack; as well as that the British were digging 
out VillerC's canal, and extending it, in order to 
get their boats into the rivet·, ready for a simul • 
taneous attack on the opposite side. In the 
mean~vbile major.general Morgan had thrown 
up two fresh lines, in advance of his works at 
Boisg·ervais' canal. Upon these, and commo· 
dore Patterson's battery on the river-side,+ were 
lllounted 16 guns. The last-named officer ac
tually saw, and reported, contrary to the belief 
of sir Alexander Cochrane,§ the operations on 
Villere's canal: 11 in short, the Americans were 
fully apprized, that their works on both sides 
of the river would be attacked on the morning 
'of the 8th. " In our camp," says major La
tour, " all was composure ; the officers were 
01·dered to direct their subalterns to be ready 
on the {la-st signal. Half the troops passed the 

* Latour's \Var in Louisiana, p. 143. 

t Eaton's Life of Jackson, p. 332. i See Plate VII. 

~ App. No. 99. II App. No. 10'1. 
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night behind the breastwork; relieving each 
ethet· occasionally. Every one waited for da. 
with anxiety and impatience, but with calm 
.intrepidity; expecting to be vigorously attacked, 
and knowing· that the enemy had then from 12 
to 15,000 bayonets to bring into action, besides 
2000 sailors, and smne marines."* This preli
minary puff might pass, but for the statement 
·about the strength of the British forces. ·we 
will first point out where the major contradicts 
himself. flis " li. t of the several corps com· 
..posing the British army, at the time of its land
ing on the shores of the .Missis. ippi, with an 
estimate of. their respecti,·c force,"-wherein we 
find the " 40th regiment;' and a '' detachment 
of the 6Zd regiment,)) that did not land till the 
1 lth . of January, stated, together, at " 1360 
men," the "rocket-brigade, artillery, drivers, 
.engineers, sappers and miners," at '' 1500," 
.and the " royal marines, and sailors taken from 
the fleet," as high as '' 35CO,"-makes a total of 
only " 14·i50 ;" t less, by 2000 and upwards_, 
than the amount which he had previously 
.told us was " ready for action.~' Again ; the 
numbers upon the major's diagram,. or plan 
of the battle of the 8th, run thus: •' l\1ain 
attack of the British, suppo~ed to be betweeu 8 
and 9000 sttong ;"-"Left column of the British, 

* Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 15-t. 
+ Ibid. his App.cnrlix, No. 44. 
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~upposed 1200 strong." Add to this number 
the 800 stated as the Briti&h force upon the 
right bank ; and we have, as the total upon both 
~ides of the river, 12500, instead of" from 12 to 
15000, besides 2000 sailors, and some nmrines." 

This is the enemy's, now for the Briti::,h~ 
account of our force. Previously to 1 he at1ack 
on the morning· of the 8th, we had, includ
ing· fatigue-parties and piquets, and every 
description of force on shore, the foll owing 
rank and file: 14th light dragoons, 295 ; royal 
arti11ery, 570; sappers a 1d miners, US ; staff 
corps, 67 ; 4th foot, 747; 7th, 750; 21st, 800; 
43d, 820; 44th, 427; 85th, 298; 93d, 775; 
95th, 276; and 1st and 5th West fndia regi
ments, (blacks,) 10!!0 ; total, 6953 me·n ; just 
2643 less than major Latour's estimated strength· 
of those 14 corps. By adding 1200, for the 
seamen and marines fmm the fleet, we have 
8153 fot· the total amouut of the British on 
shot·e. Deducting 853 ~men for t he fatigue
}lat·ties, }liquets, guards at the hospitals, &c. 
leaves 7300 men for the .British force, " ready 
for action," on both sides of the river, at ot· 
before day-light, on the morning of the 8th of 
January. To this force was added a battet·y, 
hastily thrown up, of six 18-pounders; besides 
a brigade of 9, 6, and 3-pounders, and ot1e 
howitzer. With the details of the force at 
general Jackson's liues, we _h~n· e nothing- to do. 
'fhe following extract from Mr. O'Connor's 
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book will suffice. " From an official account,', 
says he, " it appeared, that the number of men 
under command of general Jackson, and actu
ally eng·aged against the enemy, on the 8th of. 
January, amounted to 4698." * This was on 
the left bank: on the right bank, we have 400 
men, sent across, on the morning of the 8th, 
under the celebrated French general, Humbert, 
and 1500, t already on that side, under major
general Morgan and commodore Patterson ; 
making a total force, on both sides of the river, 
of 6198 men. The American artillery, including 
the batteries on the opposite bank, and only 
balf the guns of the Louisiana, consisted of 
upwards of 30 pieces. 

For the order of attack, and the disposition 
of the different corps, we must refer the reader 
to major-g·eneral Lambe1·t's letter.~ An unavoid
able delay had occurred in getting the boats into 
the Mississippi; where they were required to 
carry across troops, in order to attack general 
Morgan's lines: and then a circumstance, which 
happened at the very onset, gave a fatal turn 
to the first misfortune. The 44th ·regiment, 
owing chiefly to the neglig·ence of its comman
der, failed to be in readiness with the fascines 
and ladders. These had been placed in a redoubt, 
1200 yards from the enemy's Jines; by which 

• Hist. of theW ar, p. 291. 
t Eaton's Life of Jackson, p. 33u; Tide Erratum. 

~ App. No. 96. 
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rtidoubt the 44th, in its wuy from camp to its 
station, passed, till it arrived at the advanced 
battery, about ~00 yards nearer to the enemy's 
line. The misunderstanding, for such it was, being 
flow, for the first time, clea1·ed up, the com
manding- otficer of the 44th, lieutenant-colonel 
Mullius, (only a captain in the regiment,) sent 
back300 men, under lieutentant-colonelDebbeig, 
to bring up the fascines and ladders. Before the 
44th returned, the firing had commenced; and 
many oft be men tluewdown their" heavy" loads, 
and took to thei1· muskets. TheTe 1cas not one 
ladder placed;~ aJthong·h some were thrown 
in the ditch. What followed we cannot describe 
better, than in the swom depositions of two dis
tinguished officers, examined at colonel Mullins's 
court-martial. Major si1· John Tylden, of the 
43d reg-iment, says:-" On the morning of the 
8th of January, I was in the field, as senior officer 
on the adjutant-general's department. I accom
panied sir E. Pakenham, shortly after four 
o'clock, to the house of major-general Gibbs. 
Immediately on his arrival, general Gibbs re .. 
ported to sir E. Pakenham, in my presence, that 
colonel Mullins had neglected to obey the order 
given him the evening before, in not having his 
regiment at the head of the column, with the 
fascines and ladders, but that he had immedi
ately, on finding it out, sent an officer to the 
Tegiment to hurry them on; that tbe mistake 

• Court-martial on Iicntcnant.colonel :\1 nllint, p. ~5. 
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might be rectified, and that he was in momen
tary expectation of a report from that regiment. 
Sir E. Pakenham then ordered me to find out 
the 44th regiment, and to know if they had got 
the fascines aud ladders, and to asc':rtain t the 
vrobability) of their getting up in their situation 
in oolumn. I did so, and found the 44th 
regiment moving off at the redoubt, just bcfo1·e 
day, in a most irregular and unsoldierlike man
ne·r, with the fascines and ladders. I then re
turned, after some time, to sir E. Pakenham, 
and reported the circumstance to him; stating 
that, by the time which had elapsed since I left 
them, they must have anived in their situation 
in column. Shortly after the signal of attack 
,\,as given, I rode nith sir E. Pakenham toward 
the column. In passing towards the head of 
the column, we saw seventl parties of the 44th 
regiment straggling about the ground with their 
fascines and Ia( ders ; and some of them had, even 
then, commenced firing. On arriving at the 
column, a clteck and confusion had taken place, 
and the firing Vl'as becoming general throughout 
the whole of the column. General Gibbs came 
up to sir Edwat'd Pakenham, and said, in my 
hearing, ~ : I am sorry to have to report to you, 
the troops will not obey me; they will not follow 
n1e.' At this moment there certainly was great 
confusion pre,,a "ling in the column. Sir E. 
·Pakt>nuam pulled off his hat, aucl rode to the 
head of H1e colnmn., e:wrl cheP n;J tlJC num -on, 
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t· and in that act fell. At this time, I had just 
t. returned from the other flank of the column, 
1t and having been at both flanks, and at the head 
1t of the column, I can positively assert, there was 
e not a single man of the t14th regiment in front. 
n I then rode to the rear, to report the death of 
h &ir Edward Pakenham. In going to the rear, 
·e I saw several partit's of the 21st and 14th regi .. 
a- ments running to the rear, and firing in all 
e· directions, in the most disorderly manner I ever 
~ , witnessed. I also saw, scattered in several parts 
g of the field, several of the fascines and ladders. 
ft 1 reported the substance of my testimony to 
~1 major-general sir John Lambert."*- Major 
lk M ' Dougal, of the 8.5th regiment, says thus:-
d "I was aide de camp to major-g·eneral Paken-
')f harn, and, on the signal of attack being g·iven 
h on the morning of the 8th January, I accom-
Ir panied him to the front. He expressed himself 
n in the strongest terms, relative to the 4·-lt~ 

ae regiment. The column of attack appeared to 
e, be moving in a regulat· mannet·; and he expressed 
~t his confidence on the event of the attack: how-
~e ever, a firing commenced; and, presently after: 
ty wards, I saw many individuals of the 44th regi-
u, ment, as well as a group of three or four, s~attered 
w ovea· the field, some of them running to the reat· 
a"t with the fascines on their shoulders. Sir Edward 
E. Pakenham said,-' For shame, recollect you are 

JC * Court-martial on lieutenant-colonel Mullins, p. 10. 

n, 
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British soldiers; this is the road you ought to 
t~ke ; ' hut with little 3\'ail. On getting up to 
the columns the firihg had extended to the: 
rear, and the whole column was a mass of firing 
and confusion, and the head of the column 
had checked. Sir Edward Pakenham placed 
himself in front; and, by his exertions, got 
the fit·ing very nearly to cease, although not 
altogether; and the column which he led in 
person began to move forward. ·when he had 
conducted them about 30 o•· 40 yards, he re
ceived a wound, and his horse at the same 
moment was shot under him; and, almost 
immediately afterwards, when he had mounted 
the second horse, he recei,·ed anothe1· shot, which 
deprived him oflife, atH.l, by the fall of thei•· 
leaderJ depri,,ed the column of its best chance 
of recovering success. On his fall, the firing 
recommehced with all its fury; and, beyond the· 
spot where the g~neral led them, the hend of the 
column did not advance. The ground presented 
no obstacle to the advance ofthe column, or any 
thing that should have occasioned strag·gling in 
a corps regularly formed and duly attended to, 
bad the regiment originally been properly 
formed. At no period in the field did 1 see any 
part of the 44th reg·iment in a body; there were 
some at the head of the column, many at the 
flanks and rear of the column: l particularly 
remarked several of the soldiel's oft hat regiment 
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throwing down the fascines and ladders·to com. 
mence firing . It is my opinion, that the whole 
confusion of the column proceeded ftom the 
original defective formation of the 44th ; the 
fall of sir Edward Pakenham deprived the 
column of its best chance of success; and, had 
the column moved forward according to order, 
the enemy's lines would have been carried with 
little Joss. When the fire from our column 
commenced, the fire from the enemy's was but 
mere spit of fire,. nothing to check a moviug· 
column.""" We may here notice a slight enor 
in major-general Lambert's despatch. lt was 
brigade-majot· Wilkinson, and not major-general 
sir Ed\l'ard Pakenham, who fell on the glacis 
of the enemy's line. The lattet· fell near the 
spot marked on the diagram. t 

Had it not been for the misbehaviour of the 
44th regiment, sir Edward Pakenham's life 
might have been spared; and, with such an 
officer to command in chief, the day must have 
been ours. The two officers, the best able to 
~ucceed him, fell also; one mortally, the other 
severely wounded. It is idle to accuse the 
44th and 21st, (part of which regiment equa1ly 
misbehavedJ) of cowardice. To refute such a 
charge, it is sufficient to state, that the men of 
those regiments were chiefly Irishmen. The 21st 

* Court-martial on lieutenant-colonel Mullins, p. s. 
t See Plate Vll. 
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and 44th were not, however, as major Latour 
jeeringly calls them, " Wellington's heroes :"' 
they came from the Mediterranean,-from Tar ... 
ragona; and were, certainly, the two worst dis
ciplined corps upon the field at New Orleans. 
The second battalion of the 44th had gained• 
1:epute under the duke of 'Ve1linf{ton, and been 
always in a high state of discipline: it was 
at this time in Europe. Where was the prope1· 
commanding officer of the first battalion of the 
44th? "r e are sorry to be compelled to say, that 
colonel Brooke ·was present, but not at the head 
of his reg·iment; owing-, it would seem, to some 
pique or misunderstanding. Comparing his 
competency with the notorious incompetency of 
lieutenant-colonel Mullins, colonel Brooke has 
much to answer for. Majo1· Latour having 
heard, as he could not fail to do, that the check 
in the advance of the right Britil:>h column arose 
from the want of . the fascines and ladders, 
describes the men as" shouldering their muskets, 
and .an canying fascines, and some with lad
<1ers.".:' Here he is outdone by Mr. O'Connor ;· 
who, in his t·epre~entation of the action, has . 
actually placed a ladder, and a long one too, 
4ircctly against the parapet. 

Colonel Rennie, of the engineers, at the head 
~fa division of the British left brigade, under. 
major-general Keane, n as directed, as we gather 

*Latour's 'Yar in Louisiana, p. 15-t. 
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ft;om ilre American accounts, (for the 'British 
official letter contaius no details,) to storm an 
t:~nfi nisbed 1•edoubt upon the enemy's right. "The 
detachment ordered against this place," says 
general Jackson's biographist, " formed the left 
of general Keane's command. Rennie executed 
his orders with great bravery; and, urging for
ward, arrived at the ditch. His advance wag 
greatly annoyed by commoclore Patterson's bat~ 
tery on the )eft bank, and the cannon mounted 
on the redoubt; but, r~aching our works, and 
passing the ditch, Rennie, sword in hand, 
leaped on the wall, and, calling to his troops, 
hade them to follow: he had scarcely spoken. 
when he fell, by the fata] aim of our riAemen. 
Pressed by the impetuosity of superior numbers 
who wc1·e mounting· the wall, and entering at 
the emb1•asures, Olll' troops had retired to t.he 
line, in rea•· of the redoubt. A momentary 
pause ensued, but only to be interrupted witl1 
increased horrors. Captain flea], with the city 
riflemen, cool and sdf possessed, perceiving· the 
enemy iu his front, opened upon them, and, at 
every discharge, brougltt the object to ~h~ 

gl'Ound. To adrance, ot· maintain the point 
gained, was equally impracticable for the 
enemJ : to retreat Ol' surrender was the only 
alteruntiYe; for they ahcady perceived the divi
sion on tbe right thrown into confusion, and 
hastily. lea' ing the field.'' ·1!1 The situation of 
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these bt·a-\'e fellows, thus abandoned, may lie 
easily conceived: they were, nearly all, killed 
or taken prisoners. The fire from the musketry 
ceased at about half-past eight; that from the 
artillery, not till half-past two in the afternoon. 
The British loss, on both banks, amounted t() 
290 killed; 1262 wounded; and 48J. missing; t 
total, not, as the American accounts say," about 
2600," hut 2036. As a proof wlwt little op
portunity there was, on the part of general Jack,. 
son's troops, for displaying any other qualities 
than skill in the use of the rifle and great guns, 
theAmerican loss, on the left bank, amounted 
to no mor·e th:m seven killed and six wounded_; 
and, on both banks, to only 13 killed, 39 
wounded, and 19 missing: total 71. t 

"\Ve shall conclude our account of the battle on 
the left bank of the Mississippi, with the opinions 
of two American, or rather· of oue French and one 
American military officer. upon the quality and 
behaviouroft he British troops; as well as upon the 
merits of the plan of attack, in which they so 
unfortunately failed. ''It is well kuown," says 
major Latour, " that agility is not the distinc~ 
tive quality of British troops. Their movement 
is, in general, sluggish and difficult; steady, 
but too precise; or, at least, more suitable for 
a pitched battle, or behind intrenchments, thatl 

• Eaton'll Life of Jackson, p. 34'2. 
t App. No. 103. 

t App. No. 100. 
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for an assault, The British soldiers showed, Oil 

this occasion, that it is not without reason that 
they are said to be deficient in ~gility. The 
enormous load they had to cany contributed, 
indeed, not a little to the difficulty of their, 
movement: besides their knapsacks, usually 
weighing· nearly 30 pounds, and their muskets, 
too heavy by, at least, one-third, almost all of 
them had to carry a fascine, from nine to 10 
inches in diameter, and fou1· feet long, made of 
sugar-canes, perfectly ripe, and consequently 
very heavy, or a ladder from 10 to I 2 feet long.''"* 
" Instead of '' almost all," only 300 of the 
.British troops had to carry fascines and ladders; 
and these were, in truth, so heavy, especially 
when to be carried, in haste, nearly three quarters 
of a mile, that most of the men threw down 
their loads long before they reached the ditch. 
As there was an abundance of dry cane on th~ 
spot, it is rather surprising that the ripe or green 
should have been selected; particularly for the 
fascines. Owing to the rain that had been 
falling, as well as to general Jackson's having, 
by cutting down the levees, flooded the countr.r, 
the ground over which the troops had to march, 
was not the best calculated for displaying their 
'' agility." Majo1· Latour proceeds:-'' The 
duty of impartiality, incumbent on him whQ 
relates military events, obliges me to observe, 

• Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 161. 
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that the attack made on Jackson's lines, by the 
British, on the 8th of January, must have been 
determined on by their generals, without any 
consideration of the ground, the weather, or the 
difficulties to be surmounted, before tht>y could 
storm lines, defended by militia indeed, but by 
militia whose valor they hacl already witnessed, 
with soldiers bending undet· the weight of thci r 
loads; when a man, unincumbered, would, that 
day, have found it difficult to mount our breast
works, at ]eizure, and with circumspection, so 
extremely slippC•·y was the soil. Yet those 
officers had had time, audabundant opportnni1y, 
to observe the ground, on which 1 he troop!'> were 
to act. Since their anival on the banl~s of the 
Mississippi, they bad sufficiently seen the eflects 
of rainy weather, to form a just idea of the diffi
culty their troops must have experienced, in 
climbing up our intrenchments, e\·en had the 
column been allowed to advance, without oppo
sition, as far as the ditch. But they were blind d 
by their pride."* Major-g·encral Wilkinson, on 
the same subject, says:-" On this mt>mora11e 
day, sir Edward Pakcnham, (li sclaining to 
a~ail lJimself of local circomstancc9, or to profit 
by professional skill, <letel'mined to carry l\ew 
Orleans at the point of the bayonet, in the face 
of day, exposing himself to .showers of cani ·ter, 
and triple ranks of infantry and riflemen. He 

• Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 161. 
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was slaughtered, and repulo;;ed; and, as the 
whole operations were confined to the perpen
dicular march of columns against a straight line, 
-defended by stationary batteri~s and battalions, 
the subject t·equires no further elucidation, than 
that the passi,·e resolution of the American 
citizen vanquished the active courage of the 
British veteran."* Jn justice to sir Edward 

Pakenham's memory, it is right to state, that 
the attack was intended to be made before day
light, could the difficult and arduous service of 
tracking the boats to the Mississippi have been 
executed in time. t 

At last, 50 barges, 1aunchf's, and pinnaces 

were launched; and 298 of the 86th regiment, 
along with about 200 seamen and marines, under 
the command of colonel Thornton, were crossed 
over. Three of the boats, armed with carronades, 
called by that officer " gnn-boal.s" t co-ope
rated in the attack. The American force on this 
side was, as already stated, 1.500 men. The 
progress and successful result of the · expedition 
will be found, fully detailed, in the British and 
American official accounts.§ By the returns of 
loss on the 8tb, only two of the 86th were killed; 

41 wounded ; and one missing. The seamt:n 
and marines (supposing none to ha,·e fallen on 

the left bank) lost four kiiJed and 35 wounded; 

*Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 541. + App. No. 96. 

t App. No. 97. § App. Noa, Sl7, gB1 101
1 

and 102. 
VOL. II. C C 
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total six killed, 76 wounded, (an unusual pro
portion,) and one missing; grand total 83. 

Commodore Patterson's guns, and not the rifles 
of the flying Kentuckians, '' the meritorious 
conquerors of Tecumseh," occasioned the chief 
of colonel Thornton's loss. The American loss 
is not distinctly specified in the returns, but 
was very trifling. The behaviour of the Ameri
can troops on the right, shews what we should 
have had to fear from the "valor" of those on 
the left bank, had on]y half of sir Edward's 
army got behind their works. Colonel Thorn
ton, at the end of his Jetter, is very positive, 
that lieutenant- colonel Gubbins, whom, on 
crossing over to have his wound dressed, he 
had left, with a force that, including the I'ein
forcement of seamen and marines, did not exceed 
700 men, would retain possession of the captured 
lines. But colonel Dickson, of the artillery, 
" did not think it could be held with security 
by a smaller corps than 2000 men.'>* The con
sequence of this unf(Htunate report was, that 
major-general Lambert, now the commanding 
officer, ordered the right bank of the river to be 
instantly evacuated. '' I need not tell you," 
says general Jackson, " with how mucb eager
ness, I immediately regained possession of the 
position he bad tbus happilyquitted."t Major
general Lambert had previously appfied to, 

* App. No. 96. t App. No. 101. 
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general Jackson for a suspension of hostilities; in 
granting which the latter considers, and, appa
rently, with reason, that he completely out
witted the British general. 

Of the six vessels ordered up the Mississippi 
to bombard Fort-St. Philip, the Herald, two 
bombs, and Thistle and Pigmy only, could ascend 
the river. The fort mounted twenty-nine 24-
pounders, one 6-pounder, a 13-inch mortar, an 
8 and a 5t-inch howitzer; and, in the covert-way, 
two long 32-pounders, mounted on a level with 
the water; and was garrisoned by 366 men. • 
The particulars of the bombardment are given 
in the American official account: t we have no 
British account to compare it with, or from 
which to state our loss oh the occasion. It 
appears that the garrison lost only two men 
killed, and seven wounded. On the 11th the 
40th regiment arrived; but no movement took 
place in consequence. On the morning of the 
16th, a British deserter infonned geneml Jack
son that major-general Lambert would retreat 
in a few days. t On the night of the 18th the 
retreat took place ; and the army remained in 
bi\'ouac, near its first point of disembarkation, 
unmolested, till the 27th; when the whole re
-embarked. Our loss between the 9th and 26th 
Qf January, owing to the enemy's cannonade, 

* Latour'» War in Louis. p. 191. t App. Nos. 107 and 108. 
! Ibid. p. 179. 

c c 2 
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amounted to one killed, and five wounded, 
including lieuteuant D' Arcy, of the 43d; • who, 
according to the American accounts, had both 
his legs carried off by a &bell, at the moment 
when, after having been on guard fur several 
days in succession, he was taking some repose, 
stretched on the ground, at the entrance of his 
.bivouac. This makes the loss sustained by the 
Dritish, from first to last, in this ill-fated expe
dition, 385 killed; 1516 wounderl; and, includ
ing the two officers and 37 dragoons taken on 
the nig·ht of the 25th, 591 missing; total, not as 
general Jackson supposed '' 4000," t but 2492 : 
while the American loss, in the same expedition, 
amounted to 55 killed; 185 wounded; and 93 
missing; total 333. + Major Latour says:
" Tt.e number of sick and wounded in the fleet 
is estimated at 2000." § Where could he have 
obtained this fact? Both the army and navy 
employed on the expedition were, from fin.t to 
last, healthy beyond example. Supposing all 
the British wounded to have been disabled, there 
would still be 5400 trOOJ)S remaining; enough, 
~urely, if properly employed, to have taken New 
.Orleans: an object of ten-fold more impot·tance 
now, than when the expedition was first thought 
pf. As at Baltimore, so at New Orlt>ans, the 
premature fall of a British general saved an 
.American city. 

* App. No. 106. t App. No. 104. 

S Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 226, 
t App. No. 103. 
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ln!ltead of attributing- thei1· good fortune, in 
this their" Waterloo"• battle, to a succession 
of blunders and accidents on our part, the Ame
ricans boasted, that it was their "superior ·ra1or" 
that lmd d•·i,·en away the invaders. If valor 
did any tiling, it was the valor of Frenchmen, 
Spaniards, natives of New Orleans, " people of 
colour from St. Domingo," and Irish emigrants, 
but not,--as the affait· on the right bank proved, 

- of " bral'e but indiscreet Kentuckians." 
Among the several names of French generals, 
We find " Humbert," the " hero of Castlebar," 
the general '' to whom the French go"ernment 
had iormedy coufided the command of that ex
pedition to l•·eland, which will ever be recorded 
in the glorious pages of history;" t and the same 
Who was authorized by genera] .Jackson, after 
the battle at New Orleans, to ,; form a legion, 
and to emol in it all the Engli~h deserters 
'"ho we1·e willing to enter the service."+ The 
'' Mexican field-marshal, Don Juan De Anaya," 
also foug·ht against us at New Orleans. Generals 
Coffee and Carroll were both h·ishmen, or of 
hi!.h extraction. As to genera] Jackson; he was 
ll.ot quite an Irishman. .Both his parents, it ap
Pears, emigrated in J 765; and he was born on the 
l.lth of Ma•·ch, 1767, at a place called the Waxsaw 
Settlement, near Camden, in South-Carolina. 

• Marengo, Austerlitz, Leipsiz, New Orleans, and Waterloo, 
Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. J. p. 654. 

t I,atour's War in Louisiana, p , 176. :j: Ibid. 227. 
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His mother was ''an exemplary woman;" and, 
says Mr. Eaton, " to the lessons she inculcated 
on the youthful minos of be1· sons, was, no 
doubt, owing, in a great measure, that fixed 
opposition to British tyranny and oppression, 
which afterwards so much distinguished them.''* 
'Ve can now account for genet·al Jackson's 
calling· England'' the common enemy of man
kind, the highway robber of the world." t 
However, he proved himself at New Orleans, 
not only an able genera], for the description of 
country in which he had to operate, but, in 
all his transactions with the British officers, 
both an honorable, and a courteous enemJ·. 
In his official clespatches, too, he has ]eft an 
example of moclesty, worthy of imitation by the 
generality of American commanders, naval as 

well as military. 
Every American history that we have seen, 

and, probably, every one that has been published 
since the war} charges the British commander 
at New Orleans, with having given out, on the 
morning of the 8th of January, for the parole and 
countersign, the words-' Booty and Beauty.' 
The excellent moral character of the late sir 
Edward Pakenham renders this improbable; and 
we aver,without fear of contradiction, that, agree· 
ably to the custom of our armies on the peninsula, 
no parole and cnuntersign was given out at Ne'" 
Orleans. The same sentiment, but expresssed il

1 

• Eaton's Life of Jackson, p. 9. t Ibid. p. 28~. 
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less refined language, may, however, have been 
uttered by, or in the hearing of, some soldier or 
sailor, who afterwards deserted to the enemy. 

The bad state of the weather delayed the 
departme of the fleet and troops till the 5th of 
February; on which day they sailed, and, 
on the 7th, arrived off Dauphine island. The 
troops here disembarked, and encamped; except 
the skeletons of the 4th, 21st, and 44th regi· 
ments, which, under the orders of lieutenant
colonel Debbeig, of the 44th, were despatched 
in boats, to attack Fort-Bowyer. Tl1ese 600, 
or, as major Latour will have it, '' 5000," • 
troops' landed, early on the morning of the 8th, 
about three miles in the reat· of the fort, The 
full details of the surrender of Fort-Bowyer, on 
the '' memorable" 12th of February, without a 
shot having been fired at it, are given in the 
British and American official accounts. t By 
the fire opened upon the \YOrking parties at the 
intrenchments, the British lost 13 killed and 18 
Wounded. Mr. O'Connor cunningly says:
"There were but few Jives Jost on eithe1· side.":J: 
Major Latour has given a plan of the attack ; 
upon which we count 60 ships and other vessels; 
and between Dauphine island and the Mobile 
peninsula, no fewer than 8050 British troops. 

* Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 209. 

t App. Nos. 109. 110. lll. 112. 113. 114. and 11 5. 
t History of the War, p. 296. 
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For the m::~jor's pGffing remarks we have no room: 
They will be rea<. with interest by those to whom 
they are more iulmt!diately addressed. But it 
is doctor Smith, that is entitled to the thanks of 
his brother-citizens. " The array of 60 sail," 
says he, "and the parade of 16000 Britons before 
Fort-Bowyer was a most extraordinary military 
spectacle."* Extraordinary, indeed! He finds 
fault with the British, too, for particularizing, 
among the articles surrendered, " one triangle 
gin complete," and " 500 flints." t How hap· 
pened doctor Smith not to know, that general 
Wilkinson, when he obtained possession of this 
same fort from the Spaniards, inserted in his 
~,inventory of ordnance and munitions of war," 
-'' one wooden spetula," " two tarpaulins/' 
and " one pair of washer-hooks" ? :\: Had the 
American generals that took the forts George 
and Erie been so precise, particularly as to the 
" women and children," doctor Smith and his 
brothet· historians would have been content with 
~lwrter paragraphs in announcing those ~' bril
liant achievements" to the world. About the 
middle of .March, along with major-general 
Power, § and one or two reinforcements of 
troops, arrived the official notification of the 
treaty of peace i and, agreeaiJly to the first 
article in it, II Fort-Bowyer was restored. 

* Hist. of the United States, Vol. III. p. 355. 
+ App. No. 110. t Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 515. 

~Sec p. 336. II App. No. 116. 
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Leaving the Briti:>h troops at Mobile and 
Cumberland island to find their way home, we 
shall pass at once to the Canadas. Here addi
tional reinforcements had been arri\'iug, and, 
along with them, what had been so long vainly 
l1oped for, a competent commander-in-chief. 
Sir George Murray, however, had scarcely ar
l·ived, ere the peace sent him home again. The 
captured American schooners on Lake Huron 
had conveyed reinforcements to Michilimacinac; 
and a British fleet, for the service of that lake, 
was in rapid progress. A 74 and a new frigate 
had been launched at Kingston; and two or 
three frigates and sloops were building for 
Lake Champlain. The Americans still re
tained Sackett's Harbor ; and we, the forts 
Niag·ara and Michilimacinac. The peace de
prived us of the two latter; and, con!>idering 
how the campaign of 1815, as soon as it could 
be opened, was likely to be conducted on our 
part, we may say, of the former also. 

A full discussion upon the merits of the treaty 
would, of itself, fill a volume. We cannot, how
ever, read over the ninth articJe, without point
ing to the recent proceedings of the American 
general Gaines with the Seminole Indians. It 
is the interest of the United States to destroy, 
and they will in time destroy, either by the 
sword or debauchery, every lndjan upon thf;l 
American continent. The United States declared 

, 
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war; invaded Canada; could not take it ; and 
got a peace,-by which they lost their former 
privileges. How ludicrous now appears the fol
lowing rhapsody of an American government
editor:-" Canad .. must be conquered, Ol' we 
shall stand disgraced in the eyes of the world. 
It is ' a rod held over our heads ;' a fortress 
which haughtily frowns upon out· country, 
and from which are disseminated throughout 
the land, the seed of disaffection, sedition, and 
treason. The national safety and hono1· and 
glory are lost, if we do not win this splendid 
prize." There are some Americans, however, who 
will find consolation in the concluding words of 
Mr. Thomson's book. " The operations of 
the American armies," says he, " were, at the 
commencement of the w:u, not quite so suc
cessful. Defeat, disgrace, and disaster, in many 
instances, followed their movements; but the 
strugg·le was eventually closed by a succession 
of achievements, which reflected the highest 
degree of lustre upon the American name, 
and ranked the United States among the first 
and most independent nations of the earth." 
As the 1·eader has already had detailed to him 
the '' succession of achievements," by which 
the United States have acquired so high renown, 
it is unnecessary for us to comment upon this 
climax of American gasconade. 
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APPENDIX. 

No. 1. 

District general order. 

District head.quarters, 
Kingston, 25th November, 1813. 

TnE major-general commanding, and president, having 
received from major-general Vincent a report of the very 
gallant and patriotic conduct of lieutenant-colonel Bostwick, 
and an association of 45 officers and men of the militia of the 
county of Norfolk, in capturing and destroying a band of 
traitors, who, in violation of their allegiance, and of every 
principle of honor and honesty, had leagued themsclve11 
with the enemies of their country, to plunder and make pri
soners the peaceable and well disposed inhabitants of the 
province, major-general De Rottenburg requests that colonel 
Bostwick, and every individual of the association, will accept 
his best thanks for their zeal and loyalty in planning, and 
gallantry in carrying into execution, this most useful and 
public spiritccl enterprise. 

The major-general and president hopes, that so striking an 
instance of the beneficial effects of unanimity and exertion in 
the cause of their country, will not fail of producing a due 
effect on the militia of this province. He calls upon them to 
observe how quickly the energetic conduct of 45 individuals 
has succeeded in freeing the inhabitants of an extensive district 
from a numerous and well armed banditti, who would soon havo 
left them neither liberty nor property. He reminds them that, 
if so much can be effected by so small a number, what may 
not be expected from the unanimous exertions of the whole 
Jlopulation, gnided and assisted by a spirit of subordination, 
and aided by his majesty'& troops, against an enemy who comes 
for no other purpose than to enslave, plunder, and destroy. 

By order, 
H. N. MOORSOM, 

lieutenant A. D. A. G. 
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No. 2. 

Fr·om colonelllfurray to maJor-general Vincent. 

SIR, Fort-George, Dec. 12, 181 :1. 
Hal'ing nbtaincd informatiOn that the enemy hac! de termined 

on driving the country between Fort-G<!orge and the advance, 
and was carrying off the loyal part of the inhabitants, uot
withstanding the inclemency of the season, 1 deemed it my 
duty to make a rapid and forced marc:h towards him with the 
light troops under my command, which not only frustrated his 
designs , but compdlecl h11n to evacuate .Fort-Georgl', by 
Jlrccipitatcly crossing the river, and abandflning the whole of 
the ]\:iagara frontier. On learning our approach, he laid the 
town of Newark in ashes, pa,>Pd <JVer h1s cannon and stores, 
but failed in an attempt to destroy the fortifications, '' hich are 
evidently so much strengthened whilst in his po,~t·ssion , as 
might ha1•e enabled gt ·nrral M'Ciure (the commanding officPr) 
to have maintained a regular •iee;e; but such was the apparent 
panic, that he left the wh le of hi, tents ~tanding. 

I trust the indefatigable exertions of this handful of men 
lla>c rendered an essen tial service to the country, by r!'sruing 
from a mercih·ss enemy the iuhabitants of an extensive and 
l1i~hly cultivated tract of land, stored with cattle, grain . and 
provisions, of every description; and it must be an exultation 
to thelll to find themselves delivered from the oppression of a 
lawless banditti, composed of the disaffected of the coun ry, 
organised under the direct influence of the A111erican go,·eru~ 
rnent, who carried terror and dismay into every f:Lu ,ily. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. MURRAY, colonel, 

To major-general Vincent, &c. 

No. 3. 

From the same to lieutenat-general Drummond. 

SIR, Fort-Niagara, Dec. 1!.1, 1813. 
In obedience to your honor's commands, directing me to 

~ttack Fort-Niagara, with the advance of the army of the 
right, I resolved upon attempting a surprise. The embarkation 
commenced on the 18th, at night, and the whole of the troops 
were landed three miles from ~he fort early on the following 
morni•:g, in the following order of attack :-Advanced guard 
one subaltern and 20 rank and file; grenadiers lOOth regiment; 
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r.>yal artillery, with grenadiers; five companies IOOth regi. 
ment, under lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, to assault the main 
gate, and escalade the works adj:.tcl'nt; three companies of the 
lOOth regiment, under captain l\brtin, to storm the eJ stcru 
demi-b,lstion: captain Bailey, with the grcnaclil'rs royal Scots, 
Was llirt•cted to at t.tck the salient angle of the fortification; and 
the !lank companies of the 41st regiment were ordered to 
support the principal attack.-Ea.ch party was provided with 
scaling laddl'rs and axes. I hare great satisfaction in acquaint. 
ing your honor, that the fortress was carried by assault in the 
most resolute and gallant manner, after a short !Jut sp riter! 
resistance. 

The highly gratifying bnt difficult duty remains, of endea· 
vouring to do justice to the bravery, intrepidity, and tlcvotion 
'of the lOOth n•giment to the >ervicc of their countr·y, under 
that g<lllarrt officer lieuterrant.colonel Hamilton, to whom 1 feel 
highly iodebted for his cordial aosistance. Captain Martiu, 
100th r<·~iment, who executed the task allotted to him in the 
nw.,t irrtrepid manner, merits the greatest prai>e; 1 have to 
express my admiration of the valour of tire royal>, grenadiers, 
'llnder captain Bailey, who,e zeal and gallantry were very 
conspicuous. The just tribute of rny applau~e is equally due to 
the flank companies of the 41st regim ent, urrdel' lieutenant 
.Bullock, who adl'anccd to the attack with great spirit. The 
royal al'tillery, under lieutenant Charlton, dc.erve my [lilrticular 
lloticc. To captain Elliot, deprrty.assistant-quarter.mastcr. 
geueral, who conducted one of the columns of attack, and 
superintended the embarkation, I feel hi~hly obliged. I cannot 
pass o•·er the brilliant services of lieutmant Dawson and 
captain Fawcett, lOOth, in command of the advance and 
grenadiers, who gallantly eA:ecu ted the orders en trusted to them, 
by entirely cutting off two of the enemy's piquets, and surpris. 
ing the scntl'ies on the glacis and at the gate, by which means 
the watch-word was obtained, and the entl'allce into the fort 
gr·cat!y facilitated, io which may be attl'ibuted in a great degree 
our trifling loss. I beg leave to recommend thl'sc meritorious 
officers to your horror's protection. The scientific knowledge 
or lieutenant Gengruben, royal enginee .. s, in sug~esting 
arrangements previous to the attack, and for sccurirrg the fort 
afterwards, I cannot too highly appreciate. The unwearied 
~ltcrtions of acting quarter-master Pilkington, 100th regiment, 
lll bringing forward the materials requi>ite for the attack, 
demand rny acknowledgements. Captain Kirby, lieuteuants 
.nall, 'icroos, and llami1ton, of the different provincial corps, 
deserve my thanks. My staff-adjutant, Mr. Brampton, will 
have the honor of presenting this despatch, ancl the standard of 
the American garri~on; to his intelligence, valor, aud friendly 
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assistance, not only on this trying occasion, but on many 
former, I feel most gmtcful. Our force consistCll of about 
!iOO rank and file. Annexed is a return of our casualties, and 
the enemy's loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The 
(>rdnancc and commissa• iat stores are so immense, that it is 
totally out of my power to forward to you a correct statement 
for some days, but 27 pieces of cannon, of different cali!Jres, 
are on the works, and upwards of 3000 stand of arms and 
many rifles in the arsenal. The store-houses are full of 
cloathing and camp equipage of every description. 

J. MUltkAY, colonel. 
llis honor lieutenant-gen. Drummond, &c. &c. &c. 

Return of killed and wounded in an assault of Fort-::-lia~>arn, at day· 
break, on the morning of the 19th of December, "1813. 

Gerw·al staff ;-1 officer, wounded. 
Royal artillery ;-1 wdf, wounded. 
41st foot ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 
lOOthfoot ;-!lieutenant, 5 rank and file, killed; 2 rani.. and file, 

wounded. 
Names of officers killed and wounded. 

K illed-l ooth.fvot; -Lieutenant Nowlan. 
lf'vundPd ;-Col. Murray, commandinr,, severely (not dangerously). 
Rt~yal a1·til/e1'y ;-Assistant-surgeon Ogilvie, sliglnly. 

J. HAL{.VEY, 
licut.-col., and deputy-assistant-gen. 

Return of the enemy's loss in killed, wounded, and prisoner~, who 
fdl into our hanrls, in an assault ou rort-Niugara, on the mofltin~ 
of the 19th of December, 1313. 

Ktlled ;-65. 
lVouwied ;-1 li t utenant, 1 assistant-surgeon, 12 rank nncl Gle. 
P•·i,unn·s ;-1 c~ptnin, 9 lieut£'nants, 2 ensigns, 1 surgeon, 1 com· 

rui;,snry, 12 serjeauts, 3 18 rank and file. 
J. 11 AR V EY, licut.-col., and uep.-adjt.-gen. 
E. BARNES, adj.-gen. North America. 

No.4. 

From brigadier-general M'Clu1·e to the America11 secrctarj 
at war. 

Head-quarters, lluff:tloe, 
S1R, Dec. 22, 1813. 

I regret to be under the necessity of announcing to you the 
mortifying intelligence of the lo>s of Fort-~iagara. On thfl 
morning of the 19th instotnt, about four o'clock, the eneOJ}' 
crossed tho river at the Five mile Meadows iu great force~ 
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eonsisting of regulars and Indians, who made their way undis. 
covered to the garrison, which, from the most correct informa. 
tion I can collect, was completely surprised. Our men were 
nearly all asleep in tbeit· tents; the enemy rushed in, and com
menced a most horrid slaughter. Such as escaped the fury of ths 
first contest, retired to the old mess-house, where they kept 
11p a destructive fire on the enemy until a want of ammunition 
compelled them to surrender. Although our force was very 
inferior, and comparatively small indeed, I am induced to think 
that the disaster is not attributable to any want of troops, but 
to gross neglect in the commanding officer of the fort, captain 
Leonard, in not preparing, heing ready, and looking out for, 
the expected attack. 

I have not been able to ascertain correctly the number of 
killed and wounded. About 'LO regulars have escaped out of 
the fort, some badly wounded. Lieutenant Beck, 2·Hh regi
ment, is killed, and it is said three others. 

You will perceive, Sir, by the enclosed general orders, that 
I apprehended an attack, and made the necessary arrangement 
to meet it; but have reason to believe, from information 
received by those who have made their escape, that the com. 
mandant did not in any respect comply with those orders. 

On the same morning a detachment of militia, under major 
Bennett, stationed at Lewistown Heights, was attacked hy a 
party of savages; but the major and his little corps, by maiLing 
a desperate charge, eflected their retreat, after being surrounded 
by several hundreds, with the loss of six or eight, who doubtless 
Were killed; among whom were two sons of captain Jones, 
Indian interpreter. The villages of Youngstown, Lewis to'~ n, 
Manchester, and the Indian Tuscarora village, were reduced to 
ashes, and the inoffensive inhabitauts who could not escape, 
Were, without regard to age or sex, inhumanly bu tchercd, by 
¥avages headed by British officers painted. A British officer, 
who is taken prisoner, avows that many small children were 
lllurdered by their Indians. 

Major Mallory, who was stationed at Schlosser, with about 
40 Canadidn volunteers, advanced to Lewistown Heights, and 
compelled the advanced guard of the enemy to fall hack to the 
foot of the mountain. The major is a medtorious officer; he 
fo11ght the enemy two days, and contested every inch of ground 
to the Tantawanty Creek. In these actions lieutenant Lowe, 
23d regiment of the United States army, and eight of the 
Canadian volunteers, were ldllecl. I had myself, three days 
Previous to the attack on the Niagara, left it with a view of 
Providing for the defence of tl•is place, Black Rock> and the 
Other village» on this frontier. 
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I came here with the troops, and have called out the militia 
of Gennessee, Niagara, and Chatauqua counties, en masse. 

This place was then thought to be in imminent danger, as 
well as the shipping, but 1 have no doubt is now perfectly 
secure. Volunteers are coming in great numbers; they are, 
l1owt·ver, a species of troops that cannot be expected to 
continue in the service for a long time. In a few days lOOO 
detached militia, lately drHftcd, will be on. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 
G. 1\'l'CLURE, brig.·gcn. com. 

lion. J. Armstrong, secretary at"' ar. 

No.5. 

First American general order. 

Head-quarters, Fort-Niagara, December 12, 1813. 
Captain Leonard will, as soon as possible, have a proportion 

of hand-gn·nades in the different block-houses, and give 
directions to the officers of the infantry where they should be 
posted with their men, in case of an attack; and should they 
not he able to maintain the out-works, to repair to the block 
and mess-houses, and have every thing arrange(! in sut:h a 
manner as though he expected an immediate attack. 

Mud1 is expected from captain Leonard, from his long 
experience and knowledge of duty; and the general feels 
confident he will be well supported by captain Lomas, of tho 
artillery, as well as •he officers of the iufantry. 

By order of brig.-gen. M'Ciure, 
DONALD :FRASER, 

lieu tenant 1 5 U. S. in f., and vol. aid de camP· 

.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,, 

No.6. 

F1·om major-general Riall to lieutenant-general D1·ummo11d· 

Niagara frontier, ncar Fort-Erie, 
SJH, Jan. 1, 1814. 

I have the honor to report to you, that, agreeably to the 
instructions contained in your letter of the 29th ult., and yonr 
general ordt>r of that day, to pass the river T'iagara, for the 
purpose of attacking the enemy's force, collected at l3~ack 
l~ock aml Buffalo; and earring into t·xecution the other objecU 
therein mentioned, 1 crossed the riYer in the foliO\\ ing night, 
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·with four companies of the king's regiment, and the light 
company of the 89th, under lieutenant-colonel Ogilvie; 250 men 
of the 41st regiment, and the grenadiers of the lOOth, under 
major Friend; together with about 50 militia volunteers and a 
body of Indian warriors. The troops completed their landing 
about 12 o'clock, nearly two miles below Black Rock; the 
light infantry of the 89th being in advance, surprised and cap. 
tured the greater part of a piquet of the enemy, and secured 
the bridge over the Conguichity Creek, the boards of which 
l1ad been loosened, and were ready to be carried off had there 
been tjme given for it. I immediately established the 41st and 
lOOth grenadiers in position heyond the bridge, for the purpose 
of perfectly securing its passage: the enemy made some attempts 
during the night upon this advanced position, but were repulsed 
with loss. 

At day-break I moved forward, the ldng's regiment ancl light 
company of the 89th leading, the 41st and grcn:1dicrs of the 
lOOth being in reserve. The enemy had by this time opened a 
very heavy fire of cannon and musketry on the Royal Scots, 
under lieutenant-colonel Gordon, who were destined to laml 
above Black Rock, for the purpose of turning his position, 
while he should be attacked in front by the troops who landed 
below; several of the boats having grounded, I am sorry to 
eay this regiment suffered some loss, and was not able to effect 
its landing in sufficient time to fully accomplish the object in
tended, though covered by the whole of our field-guns, under 
captain Bridge, which were placed on the opposite bank of the 
river. 

The king's and 89th, ha\·ing in the meantime gained the town, 
commenced a very spirited attack upon the enemy, who were in 
great force, and very strongly posted. The rcsen·e being 
arrived on the ground, the whole were shortly engaged. The 
-enemy maintained his position with very considerable obstinacy 
for some time; but such was the spirited and determined ad. 
"Vance of our troops, that he was at length rom pelled to give 
way, was driven through his batteries, in which were a ~4,.. 
pounder, three 12-ponnders, and one 9-ponnder, and pursu_ed 
to the town of Bufralo, about two miles distant; he here shewed 
a large body of infantry and cavalry, and attempted to oppose 
our advance by 1 he fire of a field piece, posted on the height, 
which commanded the road; but finding this ineffectual, he 
fled in all directions, and betaking himself to the woods, further 
pursuit wa~ useless. Jl c kft behind him one 6-pounder brass 
fiehl-picc~, and one iron 18 and one iron 6-pounder, which fell 
into our hands. I th en proceeded to execute the ulterior objt>ct 
of the expedition , and dctaclwd captain Rollinson, of the king 's , 
with two companies, to destroy the two schooners and sloop, 

V O L . IJ. D D 
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(part of the enemy's late squadron,) that were on shore a little 
below the town, with the stores they had on board, which he 
effectually completed. The town itself, (the inhabitants having 
previously left it,) and the \\hole of the public stores, contain. 
ing considerable quantities of cloathing, spirits, and flour, which 
I had not the means of conveying away, were then set on fire, 
and totally comumcd; as was also the -village of Black Hock, 
on the evening it was evacuated. In obcdi~nce to your further 
instructions, I have directrd lieutenant-colonel Gordon to movo 
down the river to Fort.:\fiagara, with a party of the 19th light 
dragoons, under major Lisle, a detachment of the royal Scots, 
and the 89th light company, and destroy the remaining, coTer 
of the enemy upon his frontier, ~ hich he has reported to havo 
bern effectOJally done. From every account I have been able 
to collect, the enemy's force opposed to us was not less thaR 
from 2000 to 2500 men ; their Joss in killed and wounded, I 
1ihould imagine from 3 to 400; but from thr nature of the 
country, being mostly covered with wood, it is diflknlt to ascer
tain it precisely; the same reason will account for our not 
having been able to make a greater number of prisonen 
than 130. 

I have great satisfaction in stating to you the good conduct 
of the whole of the regular troops and volunteer militia; but I 
must particularly mention the steadiness and hraTcry of the k ing's 
regiment, auu 89th light infautry. They were most gallantly 
led to the attack by lieutenant-colonel OgiiTie, of the king's, 
who, I am sony to say, received a severe wound, which will for 
a time deprive the service of a very brave and intelligent officer. 
After lieutenant.roloncl Ogilvie was woHnded, the command of 
the regiment devolved on captain Robinson, who, by a very 
judicious movement to his right, with the three battalion com. 
panics, made a considerable impression ou the left of the enemy's 
position. I have every reason to be satisfied with lieutenant
colonel Gordon, in the command of the royal Scots, and have 
much to regret, that the accideutal grounding of his boats 
deprived me of the full benefit of his services ; and 1 have also 
to mention wy approbation of the conduct of major I<·rend, 
commanding the 41st, as well as that of captain Fawcett, of the 
IOOth grenadiers, who was unfortunately wounded. Captain 
Barden, of the H9th, and captain Brunter, of the ldng's light 
infantry companies, condnctecl themselves in the most cxem
plary manner. Li£'u trnant-colont'l Elliott, in this, as well as 
on other occasions, h entitlecl to my highrst cornmetl£lation~, for 
his zeal and activity as superintendant of the Indi:m depart. 
ment; and I am happy to add, that, tl>rough his exertions, and 
that of his omcers, no act of cruelty, as f:tr as I could learn, 
Wa3 committed by the lndians towards any of their prisoner». 
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I cannot close this report without mentioning, in terms of the 
warmest praise, the good conduct of my aide-de-camp, captain 
Holland, from whom I received the ruost able assistance through
out the whole of these operations. Nor can I omit menlioning 
my obligations to you for acceding to the request of your aide. 
dc.camp, captain Jervoise, to accompany me. He was extrrmely 
active and zealous, and rendered me very essential service. I 
enclose a return of the killed, wounded, and missing, and of the 
ordnance captured at Black Rock and 13uffalo. 

P. RIALL, . major-general. 
Lieutenant-general Drummond, commanding 

the forces, Upper Canada. 

Return of the killed, wounded, nod m1ssmg. of the troops of the 
right division, und er the command of major-general Rial, in the 
attack on Black Rock and Buffalo, on the 30th of December, 1813. 

Killed_.,·oyal Scots ;-13 rank and file. 
King's •·egiment ;-7 rank :~nd file. 
41.11 foot ;-2 rani< :~nrl file. 
89th ligltt ir!fantr.y ;-3 rank <~nd file. 
Volunteer militia ;·-3 rank and file. 
Iudian warriors ;-3 rank and li~. 

Wounded-ro!Jal Scots ;-3 serjeants, 20 rank and file . 
J(iug's regiment ;-2 officers, 14 rank and tile. 
41st foot ;-5 rank and file. 
89thfnot; (light infani•'!J ;)-5 rank and file. 
100/h.fool; (g•·enadiers ;)-1 officer, 4 rank and file. 
Volun tr.er militia ;-l officer, 5 rank and file. 
Indian warriors ;-3 rank and file. 

Missing-ro!Jal Scots ;-6 rank and file. 
41st foot ;-3 rank and file. 

Names of officers wounded. 
lGng's •·egiment ;-Lieutenent-colonel Ogilvie, severely; (not danger

ously;) lieutenant Young, slightly. 
100tlifoot; (g•·enadiers ;)-Capt. F<~wcett, severely; not dangerously. 
Volunteel' militia ;-Captain Scroos, slightly. 

J. HARVEY, 
I.ieut •• colonel, and deputy-adjntant.general. 

lleturn of ordnance captured nt Black Rock and Buffalo, on the 30th 
of December, 1813. 

One brass 6-pounder fieJtJ.picce, with carriage, complete; one iron 24· 
poundet·, one iron 18·pounder, one iron 12-pounder, one 9·pounder, 
one iron a-pounder. 

C. BRIDGE, captain, R. A. 

P D 2 
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No.7. 

Extract of a leiter from major-general Hall to gover1tor 
Tompkins; dated head-quarters, Niagara frontier, Dee. 
30th, 1812, 7 o'clock, P.M. 

I have only time to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 25th inst., and to add, that this frontier is wholly deso. 
late. The British crossed over, supported by a strong party 
of Indians, a little before day this morning, near Black Rock; 
they were met by the militia under my command with spirit; 
but, overpowered by the numbers and disci11linc of the enemy, 
the militia gave way, and fled on every side; every attempt to 
rally them was ineffectual. 

The enemy's purpose was obtained, and the flourishing vil
lage of Buffalo is laid in ruins. The Niagara frontier now lies 
open and naked to our enemies. Your judgment will direct 
you '~hat is most proper in this emergency. I am exhausted 
"ith fatigue, and must defer particulars till to-morrow. Many 
valuable lives are lost. 

No. 8. 
From rear-admiral Cockburn to admiral Warren. 

His majesty's sloop Fantomc, in the Elk River, 
Sm, 20th April, 1813. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that, having yesterday 
gained information of the depot of flour (alluded to in your 
note to me of the 23d in st.) being, with some military and 
other stores, situateJ at a place called French-Town, a conside
rable distance up the river Elk, I caused his majesty's brigs, 
Fantome, and Mohawk, and the Dolphin, Racer, and Highllycr 
tenders, to be moored, yesterday evening, as far within the en· 
trance of this river as could be prudently effected after dark; 
and at 11 o'clock last night, the detachment of marines now in 
the advanced squadron, consisting of about 150 men, under 
captains Wybourn and Carter, of that corps, with five artillery· 
men, under first-lieutenant Robertson of the artillery, (who 
eagerly \'OiunteeTed his valuable assistance on this occasion,) 
proceeded in the boats of the squadron, the whole being under 
the immediate direction of lieutenant G. A. Westphal!, fir>t of 
the Marlborough, to take and destroy the aforesaid stores: tho 
Hightlyer tender, under the command of lieutenant T. Lewis, 
being directed to follow, for the support and protection of tht 
boats, as far and as closely as he might Jind it practicable. 
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neing ignorant of the way, the boats were unfortunately 
led up the Bohemia RiTer, instead of keeping in the Elk; 
Wind, it bcing daylight before this error was rectified, they 
ilid not reach the destined place till between 8 and 9 o'clock 
this morning, which occasioned the enemy to have full warning 
Qf their approach, and gave him time to collect his force, a11d 
make his arrangements for the defence Qf his stores and 
town; for the security of which, a 6-guu battery had lately 
been erected, and from whence a heavy fire was opened upon 
our boats the moment they approached within its reach; bnt 
the launches, with their carronadcs, under the orders of licnte
Nieholas Alexander, first of the Dragon, pulling resolutely up 
to the work, keeping up at the same time a constant an!l well
directed fire on it; and the marines being in th e ac t of lli~cm. 
barking on the right, the Americans judged it prudent to quit 
their battery, nnd to retreat precipitately into the country, 
abandoning to their fate French-Town and its depots of stores; 
the whole of the latter, therefore, consisting of much flour, a 
large quantity of army-cloathing, of saddles, bridles, and other 
equipmcnts for cavalry, &c. &c., Jogcthcr with various article• 
of merchandize, were immediately set fire to, and entirely con
sumed, as were five yessels lying ncar the place; and the guns 
of the battery being too heavy to bring away, were disabled as 
effectually as possible by lieutenant Robertson and his artillery
men; after which, my orders being completely fulfilled, the 
boats returned down the river without molestation ; and I am 
happy to add, that one seamen, of the Maidstone, wounded jn 
the arm by a grape-~hot, is the ouly casualty we have sus
tained. 

To lieutenant G. A. Westphal!, who has so gallantly con. 
ductcd, and so ably executed, this service, my highest encomiums 
and best acknowledgements are due; and 1 trust, sir, you will 
deem him to have also thereby merited your favorable conside
ration and notice. It is likewise my pleahing duty to acquaint 
You, that he speaks in the highest terms of th e zeal and good 
conduct of every officer and man employed with him on this 
O~casion; but particularly of the very great assi.tancc he de
lived from lil'utenant Robertson, of the artillery; lieutenant 
.Alexander, of lhe Dragon; lieuteuaut Lewis, of the Ilighilyer; 
and captains Wybourn and Carter of the royal marinl'S. 

I have now anchored the abovc-mentioued brigs and tenden 
llear a farm, on the right bank of this river, where I here appeara 
!o be a considerable quantity of cattle, 11 hich J intend embark
Ing for the use of the tleet under your command; and if l meet 
With no resistance or impediment in so doing, J hhall give the 
0 Wncr bills on the victualling-office for the fair value of w hatso
ill'cr is so taken; but should resistance be made, 1 shall consider 
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them as prize of 'var, which I trust will meet your approbation; 
and I purpose taking on boa.rd a further &upply for the fleet to
morrow, on similar terms, from Specucie lsland, which lies a. 
little below Havre-de-Grace, and which I have been informed 

is also well stocked. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

G. COCKBURN, rear-admiral. 

To the right. bon. admiral Sir J. ll. Warren, bart. K. B. &c. 

No.9. 

From same to same. 

His majesty's ship Maidstone, . 
Tuesday-night, 3d of May, HH3, at anchor off 

Sm, Turkey Point. 
I have the honor to inform you, that, whilst anchoring the 

brigs and tenders off Spccucic lsland, agreeably to my intentions 
notified to you in my oiiicial report of the 29th ultimo, No. 10, 
I observed guns fired, and America11 colours hoisted, at a battery 
lately erected at 1-bvre-de-grace, at the entrance of SuS!lUe~ 
hanna River. This, of conrse, immediately gave to the place an 
importance which J had not before attached to it, and l there
fore determined on attacKing it after the completion of onr 
operations at the island; couscquently, having sounded in the 
di-rection towards it, and found that the shallowness of the 
water would only admit of its being approached by boats, f 
directed their a5srmbling under lieutenant Westphal!, (first of 
the Marlborough,) last night at 1'2 o'clock, alongside the Fan
tome: when our detachments of marines, consisting of about 
150 men, (as brfore,) under captains W y bourn and Carter,~ ith 
a small party of :utillerymcn, under lieutenant Robinson, of 
the artillery, embarked in them; aud the whole being under 
the immediate direction of captain Lawrence, of the :Fan· 
tomr, (who, with much zeal and readiness, took upon himself, 
<Jt my request, the concluc ting of this service,) proceeded to· 
ward Havrc-dc-G•ace, to tnke up, under cover of the night, 
the necessary position for commencing the attack at tho dawn 
of day. The Dolphin and Ilightlyer tend1m, commauded bY 
lieutenants Hutchimon and Lewis, followed for the snpport of 
the bo:tts, but th e shoal ness of the water pren:ntcd theil· gettiug 
within 5iX miles of the place. Captain Lawrence, hu"'evc~' 
having got up with the boats, and having very ably and judi· 
~iously placl'd them during the clark, a warm fir ,· wa~ opened on 
the place at day-light from our launches and rocket- uoats, \\ h1cll 
w~s smartly returned from the battery for a &hort time; bU

1 
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the launches constantly closing with it, and their fire rather 
increasing than decrea~i ng, that from the battery suu1t bt'gan to 
slacken; and captain Lawrence ob,crving this, very judiciously 
directed the landing of the marines on the lc.:ft; which move. 
ment, added to the hot fire they were unucr, induced the Arne. 
rjcans tO C•>mmencc withdrawmg rrom tho battery l tO take 
shelter in the town. 

I .. icutenant G. A. Westphall, who had taken hi~ station 
in the rocket-boat close to the battery, therefore now judg. 
ing the moment to be favourabl e, puiled directly up uuder 
the work, and landing wi:h his boat's crew, got imme. 
diate po~scssion of it, turned thei1· own guns on them, and 
thereby soon obliged them to retreat, \lith their whol e force, 
to the farthest cxtre.nity of the town, \1 hither, (the mariucs 
having by this time lauded,) thl'y were pursued clo~ely; 
and 110 longer focling th emoelvcs equal to an op,·n and mauly 
resistance, they commenced a. teazing and irritatin~ fire from 
behind the house>, walls, trees, &c.: from wllic:,, I um sorry 
to say, my gallant first-lieutenant rceeil•ed a shot tl1rough his 
hand whilst !earling the JHir>ning party; he, ho" ever, eouti
nued to hea•l the advance, with which ho >onn >uccecded in 
dislodgi11g the whole of the enemy from their lurking-places, and 
driving them for shel!e1· to the ueighbourinc:: woods; and whilst 
performing which service, lie had the .atisfaclion to overtal•e, 
and with his remaininl( hand to make prisoner and bring in a 
captain of their militia. We also took an ensign and some 
armed individuals; but the rest of the fon:e, which had been 
opposed to us, havin~ peuetrated into th e woods, I did not 
judge it prudent to allow or their being further followed with 
our small numbers; therefore, after setti ng fire to some of the 
houses, to cause the proprietors, (who had dl'sertcd them, and 
formed part of tl1e militia who had tletl to the woods,) to 
understanl, and feel, what they were liable to bring upon 
thcmsel vcs, by building hattcrit·s, aad actin~: towards us with 
so much useless rancour, I embarked in the boat. the guns 
from the b.tttery, and having also taken and destroyed 
about J 30 stand of s uall arms, 1 dct<Jched a smull division of 
boats up the Snsq uchanna, to talie ami destroy whatever they 
might meet with in it, and proceeded myself" ith the remaining 
boats under captain Lawrence, in ·earcb of a eamwn foundry, 
which I had gainetl intell igence of, \1\ohilst on shore at llavre
de.Grace, as bring situatrd about three or four miles to the 
northward, where we found it acco r din~ly ; and gelLing pos. 
session of it without difftculty, co;umcnced instantly its destruc
tion, and that of the guns and other material- we fuund there, 
to complete which, occupied us duri::g the remainder of the day, 
as there were several buildings, and much complicated he.tv:r 
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machinery, attached to it; it was known by the name ot 
Cecil, m· Principio foundry, anti was one of the most valu
able works of the kinti in America ; the destruction of it, 
therefore, at this moment, will, I trust, prove of much nati
onal importance. 

In the margin* I have stated the ordnance taken and dis
abled by our small division this day, during the whole of which 
we have been on shore in the centreofthcenemy's country,an(l 
on his high road between Baltimore aud Philadelphia. The boats 
which I :.ent up tho Susquehanna, returned after destroying live 
vessels on it, and a large store of !Jour; when every thing br.ing 
completed to my utmost wishes, the whole division rc-embarlted 
and returned to the ships, where we arrived at 10 o'clock, 
after having been 22 hours in constant exertion, without 
nourishment of any kind; anti, I have much pleasure in being 
able to add, that, cxccptiug lieutenant "\.Y estphall's wound, we 
ha1'C not sullcretl any casualty whatever. 

The judidons dispositions made by captain Lawrence, of the 
Fantome, during the preceding night, aml the able manner in 
which he conducted the attack of Havre in the morning, added 
to the gallantry, zeal, and attention, shewn by him during this 
whole day, most justly entitle him to my highest encominms 
and acknowledgetnents, and will, I trust, ensure to him your 
approbation; and I have the pleasure to add, that he speaks in 
the most favorable manner of the good conduct of all the officers 
and men employed in the boats under his immediate orders, 
particularly of lieutenants Alcxanclcr arHI Reed, of the Dragon 
and Fantome, "ho each commanded a division; of lieutenant 
G. A. \Ve~tphall, whose exemplary and gallant conduct it has 
been necessary for me already to notice in detailing to you the 
operations of the day. I shall only now add that, from a. 
thorough knowledge of his merits, (ltc having served many 
years with me as first lieutenant,) I always, on similar occa
bions, expected much from him, but this day he even out
strippeti those ex pcctations; and though in considerable pain 
from his wound, he imisted on continuir·g to assist me to the last 
moment with his able exertions. J therefore, sir, cannot but 
entertain a confident hope that his senices of to-day, and the 
wound he has r<'ccircd, added to what lte so successfully exe
cuted at Frl'nchtown, (as detailed in my letter to you of the 
29th ultimo,) will ol.Jtain for him your favorable consideration 

" Taken from tJte battery at Havre-de-Grace-6 guns, 12 pud 6-poun-
ders. 

Disabled, in battery for prolrclinn of foundry-5 ~tuns, 24 pound~rs. 
Disabled, r..-ady for send in!!-' a\\ ay frnm foundry-28 guns, 82-pottnder~. 
Disabled, in boriug-houie and foundry-8 gun& ;tnd 4 carronades of 

difft·rcnt calibres. 
'Jolal·-51 guns, and ISO stand of liUtall arm•. 
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and notice, and that of my lords commissioners of the admiralty. 
I should be wanting in justice did I not also mention to you, 
)larticularly, the able assistance again afforded me by lieutenant 
Robertson, of the artillery, who is ever a volunteer where ser. 
vice is to be performed, and always foremost in performing such 
!ervicc, being equally conspicuous for his gallantry and ability; 
and he also obliged me by superintending the destruction of the 
ordnance taken at the foundry. To captains \Vyborn and 
Carter, who commanded the marines, and shewed much skill in 
the management of them, every praise is likewise due, as aro 
my acknowledgments to lieutenant I ... ewis, of the Highflyer, 
who, not being able to bring his vessel ncar enough to render 
assistance, came himself with his usual active zeal to offer his 
personal services. And it is my pleasing duty to have to report 
to you, in addition, that all the other officers and men seemed 
to vic with each other in the cheerful and zealous discharge of 
their d n ty, and I have, the ref ore, the satisfaction of recom. 
mending their general good conduct, on this occasion, to your 
notice accordingly. I have the honor to be, &c. 

G. COCKBl'RN, rear-adm. 
To the right hon. admiral sir J. B. Warren, bart. 

and K.B. &c . 

..,,.,,,,,,,,,,,, 

No. 10. 

From same to same. 

H. M.S. Maids tone, off the Sassafras river, 
Sm, May 6th, 181 J. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that understanding 
Georgetown and Frederir.kstown, situated up the Sassafras river, 
were places of some trade and importance, and the Sassafras 
being the only river or place of shelter for vessels at this upper 
extremity of the Chesapeake, which I had not examined ami 
clearcil, l directed, last night, the assembling of the boats nlong. 
sitle the Mohawk, from whence with the marines, as before, 
under captains Wybourn and Carter, with my friend lieutenant 
llobertson, of the artillery, and his small party, they proceeded 
up this rivtr, being placed by me for this operation, under the 
immediate directions of captain Byog of the Mohawk. 

I in tended that they should arrive before the ahovc-mentioncd 
towns hy dawn of day, but in this I was frustrated by the intri
cacy of the river, our total want of local knowledge in it, the 
darlene's of the night, and the great distance the towns lay up 
it; it, therefore, unavoidably became late in the morning before 
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we approached them, when, havi•{g intercepted a small boat with 
two of the inhabitants, I directed captain Byug to halt our 
boats about two miles below the town, and I sent forward the 
two Americans in their boat to warn their countrymen against 
acting in the same rash manner the people of Havre-de-Grace 
had done; assuring them, if they did, that their towns would 
euevitably meet "ith a similar fate; but, on the contrary, if they 
did not attempt resistance, no injury should be 'lone to them or 
their towns; that vessels and public property only would be 
seized; that the strictest discipline would be maintained ; and 
that, whatever provisions or other property of individnals I 
might ,require for the use of the squadron, should bB instantly 
paid for in its full est value. A ftcr having allowed sufficient 
time for this message to he digesteil, and their resolution taken 
thereon, 1 directed the boats to advance, and I am sorry to say, 
l soon found the more unwise alternative was adopted; for on 
our reaching within about a mile of the town, between two 
projecting elevated points of the river, a most heavy fire of 
musketry was opened on us from about 400 men, divided 
<tnd entrenched on the two opposite banks, aided by one long 
gun. The launches and rocket-boats smartly returned this fire 
with good effect, and with the other boats and the marines I 
pushed a-sl10re immediately above the enemy's position, thereby 
ensuring the capture of the towns or the bringing him to a de

. cided action. He determined, however, not to risk the latter ; 
for the moment he di scerned we had gained the shore, and that 
the marines had fixed their bnyoncts , he fled with hi~ whole 
force to the woods, and was neither seen nor heard of after
"' ards, though several parties were sent out to ascertain whether 
he had taken up any new position, or what had become of him. 
I gave him, however, the mortification of seeing, from where
e,•er he had hid himsel f, that I was keeping my word with respect 
to the towns, w hirh (excepting the houses of tho e who had con
tinued peaceably in them, and had taken no part in the attack 
made on us) were forthwith destroyed, as "ere four vessels 
laying in the river, and some ,torcs of sugar, of lumber, of 
leather, and of other merchandize. ( then directed the re
emi.Jarkation of our small force, and we proceeded down tho 
river again, to a town I had observed, situated in a branch of 
it, about half way up, and here I had the ,atisfaction to find, 
that what had passed at Havre, Georgetown, and Fredericks· 
town, had its effect, and led these people to understand, !hat 
they h.td more to hope for from our generosity, than from 
ercelin~ batteries: and opposing us by means within their 
po1n~r; the inhabitants of this place having met me at landing, 
to say that they had not pcr111ilted either guns or militia to be 
statined there, aud that ~~hilst there 1 should not meet with any 
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<>pposition whatever. I therefore landed with the officers and 
a small guard ouly, ' and having ascertained that there was no 
public property of any kind, or warlike stores, and having 
allowed of such articles as we stood in need of being embarked 
in the boats on payment to the owner of their full value, I 
again re-embarked, leaving the people of this place well pleased 
with the wisdom of their determination on their mode of receiv. 
ing us. I also had a deputation from Charlestown, in the 
north-east river, to assure me that tha.t place is considered by 
them at your mercy, and that neither guns nor militia-men shall 
be suffered there; and as 1 am assured that all the places in the 
upper part of the Chesapeake have adopted similar resolutions, 
and that there is now nei ther public property, vessels, nor war. 
Jikc stores remaining in this neighbourhood, I propose return. 
ing to you with the light sq uadron to-morrow morning. 

I am sorry to say the hot fire we were under this morning 
coot us five men wounded, one only, howe,·er, severely; and I 
have much satisfaction in being able to bear testimony to you 
of the zeal, gallantry, and good conduct of the different officers 
and men sen'ing in this division. To captain Byng, of the 
Mohawk, who conducted the various arrangements, on this 
occasion, with equal skill and bravery, every possible praise is 
most justly due, as well as to captains Wybourn and Carter, 
lieutenant Robertson, of the artillery, and lieutenant Lewis, of 
the llighllyer; lieutenant Alexander, of the Dragon, thf)senior 
officer under captain Byng, in command of the boats, deserves 
also that I should particular ly notice him to you for his ste;1di. 
ness, correctness, and the great ability with which he always 
pxecutes whatei'CI' serv ice is entrusted to him; and I must beg per. 
mbsion of seizing this opportunity of stating to you how much 1 
have been indebted, since on this service, to captain Burdett, of 
this ship, who was good enough to receive me on board the 
:Maidstone "hen I found it impr~cticdble to advance higher in 
th e Marlborough, and ha> invariably accompanied me on cvr·ry 
occasion 11 hil st directing these va rious op<:rations, and rendered 
me always the most able, prompt, ancl eflica(:ious assistance. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
G. COCKI3URN, rear.adm. 

Tp the right })on. admiral sir J .. B. Warren, Bart. K. B. &c. 

No. 11. 

From lieutenant Crerie to wptain Travis. 

Sm, His majesty's ship Narcissus, Jmac 13, 1813. 
Your gallant and des pera te attempt to defend your vessel 

11gaimt more than double your number, on the night of the 
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12th instant, excited such admiration on the part of your 
opponents, as I have seldom witnessed, and induced me to 
return you the sword you h~l\ so nobly used, in testimony of 
mine. Our poor fellows have severely suffered, occasioned 
chiefly, if not solely, by t~e precaution you had taken to pre~ 
vent surprise; in short, 1 am at a loss which to admire most, 
the previous engagement on board tne Surveyor, or the deter~ 
lllined manner by which her deck was disputed, inch by inch. 

I am, sir, with m4ch respect, &c. 
JOHN CltERIE. 

Capt. S. Travis, U.S. cutter, Surveyor • 

.,,,.,,,..,,.,..,,,,.,, 

No. 1~. 

Fr~tm commodore Cassin to the American secretary of the 
navy. 

(LETTER J.) 

Snt, Navy yard, Gosport, June 21, 1813. 
On Saturday, at 11 P.M. captain Tarbell moved with the 

tlotilla under his command, consisting of 15 gun-boats, in two 
divisions, lieutenant John M. Gardner 1st division, and Jieute~ 
nant Robert Henley the 2tl, manned from the frigate, and 50 
musketeers, ordered from Craney island by general Taylor, 
and proceeded down the river; but adverse winds and squalls 
prevented l1is approaching the enemy until Sunday morning at 
four, when the flotilla commenced a heavy galling fire on a 
frigate, at about three quarters of a mile distance, lying well 
up the roads, two other frigates lying in sight. At half past 
four, a breeze sprung up from E.N.E. which enabled the two 
frigates to get under way-one a razee or very heavy ship, and 
the other a frigate-and to come nearer into action. The boats, 
in consequence of their a ppra<Jch, hauled ofl', though keeping 
up a well directed fire on the razee and the other shi)J, which 
gave us several broadsides. The frigate first engaged, supposc1.l 
to be the Junon, was certainly severely handled-had I he ~talm 
continued one half hour, that frigate must have fallen into our 
hands, or been destroyed. She must have slipped her mooring 
so as to drop nearer the razee, who had all sail set, coming up 
to her with the other frigate. The action continued one hour 
and a half with three ships. Shortly after the action, the razee 
got alongside of the ~hip, and had her upon a deep careen in a. 
little time, with a number of boats and stages round her. I am 
satisfied comiderable damage was done to ha, for she was 
silenced some time, until the razce 011encp her fire, "hen she. 
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commenced again. Our loss is very trifling. Mr. Allison, 
master's mate, on board 139, was killed early in the action, by 
an 18-pound ball, which passed through him and lodged in the 
mast. No. 154 had a shot between wind and water. No. 67 
had her franklin shot away, and several of them had some of 
their sweeps and their stancheons shot away-but two men 
elightly injured from the sweeps. On the 1lood tide several 
ships of the line and frigates came into the roads, and we did 
expect an attack last night. There arc now in the roads 13 
sl1ips of the line and frigates, one brig and several tenders. 

I cannot say too much for the officers and crews on this occa
sion; for eyery man appeared to go into action with so much 
cheerfulness, apparently to do their duty, resol ved to conquer. 
J had a better opportunity of discovering their actions than any 
one else, being in my boat the whole of the action. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
Hon. W. Jones, &c. JOHN CASSIN. 

(T.ET'fER IT.) 
Sm, Navy yard, Gosport, June 23, 18l!J. 

I have the honor to inform you, that on the 20th the enemy 
~ot under way, in all 13 sail, and dropped up to the mouth of 
James' river, one ship bearing a flag at the mizen. At 5 P.M. 
they were discovered making great preparation with troops for 
landing, having a number of boats for the purpose. Finding 
Craney island rather weakly manned, captain Tarbell directed 
lieutenants Neal, Shnbrick, and Sanders, with 100 seamen , on 
shore, at 11 P.M. to a small battery on the N. W. side of the 
island. 

Tuesday ~2d, at dawn, the enemy were discovered landing 
round the point of Nansemond river; at 8 A.M. the bargl'S 
attempted to land in front of the island, out of reach of the ohot 
from the gun-boats, when lieutenants Neal, Shubrick, an(l 
Sanders with the sailors, and lieutenant Breckenbridge with the 
marinrs of the Constellation, 150 in nnmher, opened the lire, 
which was so well directed , that the enemy were glad to get 
off, aftc:r sinking three of their largest boats. One of them, 
called the Ccntcpedc, admiral \\'arren's boat, 50 fet•t in length, 
carried 75 men, the greater part of whom were lost by ht' r 
sinking. Twenty soldiers and sail ors were saved, and the boat 
hauled up. 

The officers of the Constellation fired their 18-pou.ndcr more 
like riflemen than artillerists. I never saw such shooting, and 
seriously believe they saved the island. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
llon. W. Jones, &c. JOHN CASSIN. 
The number of the enemy engaged in the attack was nearly 

:woo. 
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No. 13. 

From admiral Warren to Mr. Croker. 
San Domingo, Hampton-road!, 

Sm, Chesapeake, June 24, 1813. 
I request you will inform their lordships, that, from the in

formation received of the enemy's fortifying Craney Island, aml 
it being~necessary to obtain possession of that place, to enable 
the light ships and vessels to proceed up the narrow channrl 
towards Norfolk, to transport the troops over on that side for 
them to attack the new fort ancl lines, in the rear of whir:h the 
Constellation frigate was anchored, I directed the troops nndcr 
sir Sydney lleckwith to be landed upon the continent within the 
nearest point to that place, and a reinforcement of seamen ancl 
marines from the ships; but upon approaching the island, fa·om 
the extreme shoalness of the water on the sea ~ide, and the 
difficulty of getting across from the land, as well as the Island 
itself being fortified with a number of guns and men from the 
frigate and militia, and flanked by 1.5 gun-boats, I considere(l, 
in consequence of the representation of the officer commanding 
the troops, of the difficulty of their passing over from the land, 
that the persevering in the aHempt would cost more men than 
the number with us would permit, as the other forts must have 
been stormed before the frigate and dock-yard could have been 
destroyed; I therefore ordered the troops to be rc-embarked. 

I am happy to say, the loss in the above affair (returns of 
·which are enclosed) has not been considerable, and only two 
boats sunk. 

I have to regret, that captain Hanshett, of his majesty's ship 
Diadem, who l'Ohmtcered his services, and led the division of 
boats with great gallantry, was severely wounded by a ball in 
the thigh. 

The officers and men behaved with much bravery, and if it 
had been possible to have got at the enemy, l am persuaded 
would have soon gained the place. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. W. Croker, esq. J. ll. W AH.REN. 

A return of •Jfficers, seamen, and marines, belnnging t.o his majesty's 
ships, killed, wounded, and missing, in tbe attack on Craney islaud, 
June 22d. 

Killed;-None. 
Uloundeil ;-l officer and 7 seamen. 
j}[issing ;-10 sea111en. 

Name of the officer wounclecl. r 
Captnin Hanchett, of his majesty's ship Diadem, severely, hut not 

d.angcrouely. J 
J. ll. WARREN. 
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A retm•n of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the officers, non
commissioned officers, drummers, and rank and file, in the aflair 
with the enemy near Craney islancl,June 2'2d. 

1st battalion royal marines and rocket artillery ;-1 rank and file 
wounded. 

2rl bulla lion ro!Jal marines ;-2 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 4 
rank file, wounded; 7 rank and file, missing. 

102c/ •·egiment ;-1 serjeant, killed; l serjeant, wounded. 
1st and 2d company Canadian clwsseurs ;-1 lieutenant, wounded; 2 

se~jeants, 2 drummers, 41 rank and file, mis•ing. 
Total-3 killed; 8 wounded; &2 missing. 

SYDNEY BECKWITH, quarter-master-gen. 

No. 14. 

F1·om same lo ·same. 

San Domingo, Hampton-roads, Chesapeake, 
StR, June27th, 1813. 

I request you ·will inform their lordships, that the enemy 
having a post at Hampton, defended hy a considerable cerps, 
commanding the communication between the upper part of the 
Conn try and Norfolk; I considered it advisable, and with a Yiew 
to cut off th('ir resources, to direct it to be attacked by the 
troops compo<ing the Oying corps attached to this squadron; 
and having iustructed rear-admiral Cockburn to conduct the 
naval part of the expedition, and placed captain Pcchell with 
the Mohawk sloop and launches, as a co• ering force, under his 
orders, the troops were disembarked with the greatest zeal and 
ala.:rity. 

Sir Sydney Beckwith commanding the troops, ltaving most 
ably attacked and defeated the cuemy's force, and too k their 
guns, colours, and camp, [refer their lonl1-hip~ to the qna.rtcr
lllastcr-general's report, (which is eHclost:d:) and that will 
explain the gallantry and bl'havior of the several officers a11d 
lllen employed npon this ocr:asiou, and I trust will entitle them 
to the favor of his roya l highoc~s the p1 iucc regent, and the 
lord'g commissioners of the Admiralty. 

Sir Sydney Beckwith, hav:ng reported to me that the deft•nccs 
of the town were entirely destroyed, and the cnclfly completclv 
dispersed in the neighbourhood, I ordered the troops to b~ 
r~-embarked, which was performed with the utmost good order 
by the several officers of the squadron under the orders of 
rear-admiral Cockhurn. I have the honor to br, 

John Wilso n Croker, esq. 
JOHN BOH.L.\'SE WAH.HE..V. 



APPENDIX. 

No. 15. 

From quarter-master-general sir Sydney Beckwith to admiral 
Warren. 

His majesty's ship San Domingo, Hampton-roads, 
SIR, June 28, 1813. 

I have the honor to report to you, that in compliance with 
your orders to attack the enemy in town and camp at Hampton, 
the troops under my command were put into light sailing 
vessels and boats, during the night of the 25th instant, and by 
the excellent arrangements of rear-admiral Cockburn, who wai· 
pleased in person to superintend the advance under lieutenant
colonel Napier, consisting of the l02d regiment, two companies 
of Canadian Chasseurs, three companies of marines from the 
squadron, with two 6-poundcrs from the marine artillery, were 
landed half an hour before day-light the next morning, about 
two miles to the westward of the town, aud the royal marine 
battalions, under lieutenant-colonel Williams, were brou!,(ht on 
shore so expeditiously that the column was speedily enabled to 
move forward. 

With a view to turn the enemy's position, our march was 
directed towards the great road, leading from the country into 
the rear of the town. Whilst the troops moved off in this 
direction, rear-admiral Cockburn, to engage the enemy's 
attention, ordered the armed launche~ and rocket-boats to 
commence a fire upon their batteries; this succeeded so com• 
pletely, that the head of our advanced guard had cleared a 
wood, and were already on the enemy's flank before ouT 
approach was perceived. They then moved from their camp 
to their position in rear of the tewn, nnd here they were 
vigorously attacked by lieutenant-colonel Napier, and the 
advance; unable to stand wtlich, they continued their march to 
the rear of the town, when a detachment, under lieutenant· 
colonel Williams, conducted by captain Powell, assistant• 
quarte-r-master-general, pushed through the town, und forced 
their way aeross a briclge of planks into the enemy's encamp• 
ment, of which, and the batteries, immediate posses~ion was 
gained. In the mean time some a:tillerymen stormed and tool' 
the enemy's remaining field-pieces. 

Enclosed I have the honor to transmit a return of ordnance 
taken. Lieutenant-colonel Williams will have the honor of 
delivering to you a stand of colours of the 68th rcginwnt, 
James city light infantrr, and one of the 1st battalion gsth 
regimrnt, The exact numbers of the enemy it is difficult to 
ascertain. 
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From the woody country, and the strength of their posi. 
tions, our troops have StJstained some loss ; that of the enemy 
was very considerable. Evrry exertion was made to collect 
the wounded Americans, who were atttnded by a surgeon of 
their own, and by the British surgeons, who performed ampu. 
fations on such as required it, and afforded every assistance in 
their power. The deatl bodies of such as could be collected 
Were also carefully buried. 

J beg leave on thi~ occasion to express the obligations I owe 
to lieutenant-colonel Napier, and lieutenant-colonel \Villiams, 
for their kind and able assistance; to major Maleolm and 
captain Smith, and all the officers and men, whose zeal and 
spirited conduct entitle them to my best acknowledgements. 

1 have the honor to he, &c. 
SYDNEY BECKWITH, Q.M.G. 

It~: turn of ordnance stores taken in Hampton, on the 25th of June, 1813. 

Four II!- pounder guns on travelling carriages, three 6-pounder guns 
on tral'(~ lling carriages, with tim her~ and a proportion of ammuuiLion, 
fur cn.::h of 1he abo•·e calil>rcs. 

Th1 ee co,·ered wagguns and their horses. 
T. A. PARKE, captain, 

and senior officer R. M. artillery. 

A return of the killer!, wounded, anrl missing, at Hampton, the 26th of 
Junt>, 1813. 

Royal marine artillery ;-1 rank and file, killed; 4 rank and tile, 
Wuunrl~d. 

Ships' S companies qf royal marine.~ ;-1 rauk and file, wounded; 1 
rank and file, missing. 

1st and '}.c/ Canadian clwsseurs; -S rank and file, killed; 13 rank and 
tile, wounrlerl; 6 rank and file, n1issing. 

1st battalion royal marines ;-1 rauk nnd file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 1 
tank and file, wounded. 

2d battalion 1'0yal 111arines ;-1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 6 rank and 
tile, wounrled; S rnnk and file, missing. 

Total-5 killed; 33 wounrlrd ; 10 missing. 
SYDNEY BECKWITH, Q. M:. G. 

Admiral Sir J. B. ·warren, 
&c. &c. &c. 

No. 16. 

From colonel Butler to general Harrison. 
DEAR SIR, 

. By lieutenant Shannon, of the 27th regiment United States' 
Infantry, I have the honor of informing you, that a detach. 
lllent of the troops under my commapd, led by captain Holmes, 
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of the 24th United States' infantry, have obtained a signal 
viGtory over the enemy. 

The affair took place on the 4th instant, about 100 miles 
from this place, on the river de French. Our force consisted 
of no more than 160 rangers and mounted infantry. The 
enemy, from their own acknowledgement, had about 2.40. 
The fine light company of the royal Scots is totally destroyed; 
they led the attack most gallantly, and their commander fell 
within icn paces of our front line. The light co1npany of the 
~9th has also suffered severely; one officer of that company 
fell, one is a prisoner, and another is said to be badly 
wounded. 

In killed, wounded, and prisoners, the enemy lost about 
80, whilst on our part there were but four killed, and four 
wounded. This great disparity iu the loss on each side, is to be 
attributed to the very judicious position occupied by captain 
Holmes, who compelled the enemy to attack him at great 
disadnntage. This even more gallantly merits the laurel. 

Captain Holmes has just returned, and will furnish a 
detailed account of the expedition, which shall immediately b~ · 
transmitted to you. Very respectfully, 

your most obedient servant, 
H. BUTLER, 

l\lajor-general Harrison. Iieut.-col. commandant Detroit. 

Enemy's forces, as stated by the prisoners. 
Royal Scots, 101 
89th regiment, 45 
Militia, 50 
Indians~ 40 to CiO 

No. 17. 

Minutes of a council of wm· held at Champlaiu the 29th of 
March, 1814. 

Present-Brigadier-general Macomb, brigadier-general Bi9• 
sell, brigadier-general Smith, colonel Atkinson, colonel Miller, 
colonel Cummings, major Pitts, major Totten. 

Major-general Wilkinson states to the council, that, from the 
best infor'!l'lation be can collect, the enemy has assembled at the 
lsle aux Noix and La Colle Mill 2500 men, composed of about 
2000 regular troops and 500 militia, of whom, after leaving 
a garrison of 200 men at Isle aux Noix, 1800 regulars and 
500 militia may be brought into action. The corps of the 
'United States, now at this IJiacc, consists of 3999 combatant~>: 
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including 100 cavalry, and 304 artillerists, with 11 pieces of 
artillery. The objects of the enemy are unknown, and the 
two corps are separated nine miles. Under these circ:umstancea 
the major-general submits the following questions for the 
consideration and opinion of the council. 

First-Shall we attack the enemy? and in such case do tha 
council approve the order of march and battle hereunto annexed, 
with the general order of the day? 

Second-When and by what route shall the attack be made, 
on the plan of the intermediate country hereunto annexed? 

Third-Shall a single attack be made with our force com
bined; or shall two attacks be made; or shall we feint on the 
right by the shore of the Sorel, or to the left by Odell's 
mill, to favor the main attack? 

The general will be happy to adopt any advantageous change 
which may be proposed by the council, or be governed by their 
opinions. 

The coupcil is of opinion, that the light troops should cover 
a reconnaissance towards La Colle Mill; and, if it is found 
practicable, the position should he attacked, and thfl enemy's 
works destroyed ; that the whole army move to support the 
light troops; that the ordf'r of battle is approved, and the 
manner and mode of attack must be left entirely with the 
commanding general. ALEX. MACOMB, 

TH. A. SMlTH, 
D. BISSELL, 
R. PURDY, 
JAMES MILLER, 
T. 11. PITTS, 
H. ATKINSON, 
JOSEPH G. TOTTEN. 

Under existing circumstances my opinion,is, that we go as 
far as La Colle Mill, designatod in the map, to meet the enemy 
there, and destroy their block-house ani! the mill in which they 
arc quartered. M. SMITH, col. 29th inf. 

No. 18 • 

.American general order of the 29th of llfarch. 

Head-quarters, Champlain, 29th March, 1814. 
The army will enter Canada to-morrow to meet the enemy, 

who has approached in force to the vicinity of the national line of 
demarkation; the arms and ammunition are therefore to be cri
tically examined, and the men completed to 60 rounds. The 
commanding officers of corps and companies will be held re
llpQnsible for the exact fulfilment of this essential order. 'I he 

EE2 
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troops to be completed to four days' cooked provi~ions, cxcln . 
ive of the present; and it is recommended to the gentlemen in 

commission to make same provision. No baggage will be 
taken forward, excepting the bedding of the officers. I~et every 
officer, and every man, take the resolution to return victo
rious, or not at all : for, with double the force of the enemy, 
this army must not give ground. 

Brip;adier-general .Macomb having joined with his command, 
the formation of the troops must necessarily be modified . They 
are therefore to be formed into three brigades; the first, under 
general Macomb, consisting of his present command, with the 
addition of colonel M. Smith's consolic.lat('d regiment; second 
and third, under the command of brigadier-general Smith and 
Bissell, consisting of the troops already consigned to them. 
The order of march and battle will be furnished the brigadier
generals, and commanding officers of regiments, by the adju
tant-general. 

The trans·port permit will be immediately returned for, and 
distributed by, regiments. 

On the march, when approaching tl1e enemy, or during an 
action, the men are to be profoundly silc11t, and will reso
lutely execute the commands they may receive from the officers. 
In every movement which may be made, the ranks are to be 
unbroken, and there rnnst be no running forward or shouting. 
An officer will be posted on the right of each platoon, and a 
tried serjeant will form a su pcrnumerary rank, and will instantly 
put to death any man who goes back. This formation is to take 
place by rt>giments and brigades, in the course of the day, 
when the officers are to be posted. 

I~et every one perfectly understand his place ; and let all 
bear in mind what they owe to their own honor and to a be
loved country, contending for its rights, and its very inde
pendence as a nation. 

The officers must be careful that the men do not throw away 
their ammunition : one deliberate shot being worth half a doo:eu 
hurried ones; and they are to give to the troops the example 
of courage in every exigency which may happen. 

In battle, there must be no coolest for rank or station, but 
every corps must march promptly and directly to the spot, 
which it may be directed to occupy . The troops \vill be under 
arms at rcveillee to-morrow morning, and \dll be ready to 
march at a moment's warning. All orders from the adjutant 
and inspector-general's department; from captain Rees, as
sistant.deputy.quarter.masfcr-general; and major Lush and 
captain Nourse, extra aides de camp to general Wilkinoon, will 
be re~pected as coming from the commanding general himself. 

Signed, by order, W. CUMMINGS, adjutant-gen. li 
Cl 
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No. 19. 

From lieutenant-colonel TYilliams to sir G. Pt·et·ost. 

S1n, La Cole, 1.\•Iarch 13, 1814. 
I beg leave to acquaint you, that I ha,'e just receive!! froi'Q 

major llandcock., of the 13th regiment, commanding at tbe 
block-house on La Colle river, a report, stating that the 
out-piilsts on the roads from Burtonvillc ar:td La Colle mill, 
leading from Odell-town, were attacked at an early hour 
yesterrla_v moroing by the enemy in great force, collected 
from Plattsburg an<l Burlington, under the command of major
general Wilkinson. The attack on the Burtunville road was 
soon over, wlltm th~ cncmv shewed themsulves on the road 
from the mill that leads direct to Od!•ll.town, where they dro>ve 
in a piquet stationed in advance of La Colle, about a mile and 
a half distant; and ~oon after the enemy established a battery 
of three guns (12 pounders) in the wood. Witlt this artillery 
they began to lire on the mill, wltcn major Handcock, hearing 
of the arrival of the flank companies of the 13th regiment at 
the block-house, ordered an attack on the guns; which, how
ever, was not successful, f1'0'Il the wood being so thick and so 
filled with men. Soon after, another opportunity presented 
itself, when the Canadian grcnarlicr company, and a company 
of the voltigeurs, attempted the guns; but the very great supe
riority of the enemy's numbers, hid in tho woods, prevented 
their taking them. 

l have to regret the losi of many brave and good soldiers in 
these two attacks, and am particularly sorry to lose the service, 
for a short timt, of captain Ellard, of the 13th ngiment, 
from being wounderl, ~hile gallantly leading his company. 
The enemy "ithdrew their artillery towards night-fall, and 
retired, towards m:>roing, from the mill, taking the road to 
Odell-town. 

Major Handc.ock speal<s in hi!(h terms ef obligation t~ 
captain H.ittcr, of the frontier light infantry, who, from IJis 
knowledge of the country, was of great benefit. The marine 
detachment, under lieutenants Caldwell and Barton, the 
Canadian grenadi~:r company, and the company of voltigeurs, 
~~ well as all thc troops employed: the majrH expresses himself 
ln high terrni of praise for their conduct, so honorable to 
the service. 

Major Handcock feels cxceellingly indebted to captain 
Pring, H.. N. for his ready and prompt assistance, in mooring 
Up the sloop and ilun-boats from Isle au Noix, to the entrance 
Of the La Colle river, tbc fire from which was so destructive. 
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Lieutenants Caswick and Hicks, of the royal navy, were most 
actively zealous in forwarding two guns from tho boats, and 
getting them up to the mill. 

To major Handcock the greatest praise is due, for his most 
gallant defence of the mill against such superior numbers; and 
I earnestly trust it will meet the approbation of his excellency 
the commander in chief of the . forces. I have the honor to 
transmit a Jist of the killed and wounded of the British: that 
of the enemy, from all accounts I can collect from the 
inhabitants, must have been far greater. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 

Iieut.-col. 13th regiment, 
commanding at St. John's. 

List of killed, wounded, and missing, in action at La Colle mill, ou the 
30th of March, 181-i. 

13th grenadier~ ;-B rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 subt~ltern, 1 
setjeant, 31 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and file, missing. 

131/t light ilifantry~-1 rank and file, killed; 1 5ierjcant, 8 rank and 
file, wouuded; 1 rank and file, missing. 

13th, eaptain Blake'scompan!J;-1 rank and file, killed. 
Canadirm grenadirrs;-1 rank and file, killed; 3 rank and file, 

wounded; 2 rank and file, missing. 
Canadian voltigeurs;-1 rank and file, woundei!. 
Total-It rank and file, killer!; 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 4S 

rank and file, woundtd; 4 rank and file, missiug. 

0fficers wounded. 
JStlt regiment ;-Captain Ellard; ensign Whitford, slightly. 
Note-llndian warrior killed, 1 wounded. 

lt. B. HA~DCOCK, major. 

No. 20. 

From lieutcnant.general D,·ummfmd to Sir George Prevost. 

H. M.S. Prince Regent, Lake Ontario, 
Sxn, off Oswego, May 7, 1814. 

I am happy to have to announce to your excellency the 
complete success of the expedition against Oswego. The ' 
troops mentioned in my despatch of the 3d instant; viz. siX I 

companies of De W atteville's regiment, under lieutenant• 1 
colonel Fischer, the light company of the Glengarry light ' 
infantry, under captain M 'Millan, and the whole of the second 'J 
battalion royal marines, under lieutenant-colonel MalcolJll, 
having bean embarked with a detachment of the royal artillery, 
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under enptain Cruttenden, with two field-pieces, a detachment 
of the rocket company under lieutenant Stevens, and a de
tachment of sappcrs and miners under lieutenant Gosset, of 
tl1e royal engineers, on the evening of the 3d instant, I pro. 
ceedcd on board the Prince Regent at day-light on the 4th, and 
1ht squadron immediately sailed; the wind b(•ing variable, we 
did not arrive off Oswego until noon the following day. The 
ships lay.to within long gun-shot of the battery, and the gun-" 
boats under captain Collier were sent close in, for the purpose 
of inducing the enemy to shew his fire, and particularly th11 
number and position of his guns. This service was performed 
in the most gallant manner, the boats taking a position within 
point-blank shot of the fort, which returned the fire from four 
guns, one of them heavy. The enemy did not appear to have 
any guns mounted on the town-side of the river. 

Having sufficiently reconnoitred the place, arrangement~ 
''•ere made for its attack, which it was designed should take plac11 
at eil!ht o'clock that evening; but at sun-set a very heavy 
squall blowing directly on the shore, obliged the squadron to 
get under \veigh, and prevented our return until next morning; 
when the following disposition was made of the troops and 
wqnadron· by commodore sir J. Yeo and myself. The Princess 
Charlotte, Wolfe,'" and Royal George, t to engage the batte. 
ries, as close as the depth of water would admit of their ap
proaching the shore; the Sir Sidney Smithj: schooner, to scour 
the town, and keep in check a large body of militia, who might 
attempt to pass over into the fort; the Moira~ and Melville!: 
brigs, to tow the boats with the troops, and then cover their 
landing, by scouring the woods on the low point towards the 
foot of the hill, by which it was intended to advance to the 
assault of the fort. 

Captain O'Connor had the direction of the boats and gun. 
boats destined to land the troops, which consisted of the flank 
companies of De W atteville's regiment, the company of the 
Glengarry light infantry, and the second battalion of the royal 
Jnarines, being all that could be landed at one embarkation, 
1'he four battalion companies of the regiment of De Wlltteville, 
and the detachment of artillery remaining in reserve on board 
the Princess Charlotte and Sir Sidney Smith schooner. 

As soon as every thing \Vas ready, the ships opened their fire, 
and the boats pushed for the point of disembarkation, in the 
lllost regular order. The landing was effected under a heavy 
fire from the fort, as well as from a considerable body of the 
~nemy, drawn up on the brow of the hill and in the woods. 
the immediate command of the troops was entrusted to lieute-

• :Montreal. t Niacara. ~ C~arwell. ! Star. 
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nant-colonel Fischer, of the regiment of De Watteville, of 
whose gallant, cool, and judicious conduct, as well as of the 
distinguished bravery, steadiness, and discipline of every officer 
and soldier composing this small force, l was a witness, having, 
with commodore sir James Yeo, the deputy-adjutant-general, 
and the oilicers of my staff, landed with the troops. 

I refer your excellency to lieutenant-colonel Fischer's letter 
enclost·d, for an account of the oprrations. The place was 
gained in ten minutes from the moment the troops advanced. 
The tort being every where almost open, the whole of the gar~ 
rison, consisting of the third battalion of artillery, about 400 
strong, and some hundred militia, effected their escape, with 
the exception of about 60 men, half of them severely woundt·d. 

I euclose a return of our Joss, amongst which I have to 
regret that of captain Hattaway, of the royal marines. Your 
excellency will lament to observe in the list the name of that 
gallant, judicious, and excellent officer, captain Mulcaster, of 
the royal navy, who landed at the head of ~UO volunteer 
seamen from the fleet, and received a severe and dangerous 
wound, when within a few yards of the guns, which he was 
advancing to storm, which I fear will deprive the squadron of 
his valuable assistance for some time at least. 

In noticing the co-operation of the naval branch of the ser. 
~ice, I have the highest satisfaction in a&suring your excellency, 
that I have throughout this, as well as on every other occasion, 
experienced the most zealous, cordial, and able support from 
sir James Yeo. It will be for him to do justice to the merits 
of those under his command; but I may neTI·rthcl~ss pc per
mitted to observe, that nothing could exceed the cooln~ss aut! 
gallantry in action, or the unwearied exertions on shore, of tho 
captains, officers, and crews of the whole squadron. 

1 enclose a memorandum of the captured articles that have 
been brought away, in which your excellency will perceive with 
satisfaction seven heavy guns, that were intended for the enemy's 
new ship. Three 32-pou"ders were sunk by the enemy in the 
river, as well as a large quantity of cordage, aud other naval 
stores. The loss to them, therefore, has been very great; and 
I am sanguine in believiug that by this blow, they have been 
deprived of the mcaus of completing the armament, and par
ticularly the equipment, of the large man of war, an object of the 
greatest importance. 

Erery object of the exp~dition having been effected, and the 
captured stores embarked, tpe troops returned in the most 
perfect order on board their respective ships, at four o'o)ock 
this morning, when the squadron immediately sailed, the bar
racks in the town, as well as those in the fort, having been 
previously burnt, together with the platforms, bri<lgo, &c· 
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and the works in every other respect dismantled and destroyed, 
as far as was practicable. 

I cannot close this despatch without offering to your excel. 
Ieney's notice the admirable and judicious manner in which 
lieutenant-colonel Fischer formed tlae troops, and led them to 
the attack; the cool and gallant conduct of lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm, at the head of the second battalion royal marines; 
the intrepidity of captain De Bersey, of the regiment De 
\Yatteville, who commanded the advance; the zeal and energy 
of lieutenant-colonel Pearson, inspecting field-officer, who, 
with major Smelt, of the 103d regiment, had obtained a passage 
on board the squadron to Niagara, and volunteered their ser
vices on the ~ccasion; the gallantry of captain M'Millan, of 
the Glengarry light infantry, who covered the left flank of the 
troops in the advance; and the activity and judgment of captain 
Cruttenden, royal artillery; brevet-major De Courten, of the 
regiment De Watteville; lieutenant Stevens, of the rocket com. 
pauy; lieutenant Gosset, royal engineers; each in their respec
tive situations. 

Lieutenant-colonel Malcolm has reported in high terms the 
conduct of lieutenant Lawrie, of the royal marines, who was 
at the head of the first men who entered the fort; and I had an 
opportunity of witnessing the bravery of lieutenant Hewett, of 
that corps, who climbed the flag-staff, and pulled down the 
American ensign which was nailed to it. To lieutenant-colonel 
Harvey, deputy-adjutant-general, my warmest approbation is 
most justly due, for his unremitting zeal and useful assistance. 
The services of t.his intelligent and experienced officer have been 
so frequently brought under your excellency's observation 
before, that it would be superfluous my making any comment 
<ln the high estimation in which I hold his valuable exertions. 

Captain Jerwis, my aide de camp, and lieutenant-colonel 
Hagermane, my pa·ovincial aide de camp, the only officers of 
my personal staff who accompanied me, rendered me e'•cry 
assistance. 

Captain Jervois, who will deliver to your excellency, with 
this despatch, the American flag taken at Oswego, is fully able 
to afford every further information you may require; and I 
avail myself of the present opportunity strongly to recommend 
this officer to the favorable consideration of his royal highness 
~he commander io chief. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
GORDON DRUMMOND. 
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No. 21. 

From lieutenant-colonel ~Fischer to lieulenant-colonclliarvcy. 

II. M.S. Prince Regent, off Oswego, 
Sm, Lake Ontario, May 7. 

It is with heartfelt satifaction that I have the honor to report 
to you, for the information of lieutenant-general Drummond, 
commanding, that the troops placed under my orders for the 
purpose of storming the fort at Oswego, have completely 
I!Ucceeded in this service. 

It will be superfluous for me to enter into any details of the 
operations, as the lieutenant-general has personally witnessed 
tl1e conduct of the whole party; and the grateful task only 
remains to point out for his approbation, the distinguished 
bravery and discipline of the troops. 

The second battalion of royal marines formed their column 
in the most regular manner, and, by their steady and rapid 
advance, carried the fort in a very short time. In fact, nothing 
could surpass the gallantry of that battalion, commanded by 
lieutenant-colonel Malcolm ; to whose cool and deliberate 
conduct our success is greatly to be attributed. 

The lieutenant-colonel reported to me, in high terms, the 
conduct of lieutenant James Laurie, who was at the head of 
the fir;t men who entered the fort. The two flank companies 
of De )Vatteville's, under captain De Berscy, behaved with 
spirit, though labouring with more difficulties during their 
formation, on account of 1he badness of the landing place, and 
the more direct opposition of the enemy. The company of 
Glengarry light infantry, under captain M' Millan, behaved in 
an equally distinquished manner, by clearing the wood, and 
driving the enemy into the fort. 1 beg leave to make my 
personal acknowledgements to staff-adjutant Greig, and lieu
tenant and adjutant Mermet, of De Waiteville's, for their zeal 
and attention to me during the day's service. Nor can I 
forbear to mention the regular behavior of the whole of tha 
troops during their stay on shore, and the most perfect order 
in which the rc-embarkation of the troops has been executed, 
and every service performed. 

I enclose herC\vith the return of killed and wounded, as sent 
to me by the different corps. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Lieut •• col. Harvey, 
deputy .adjuant-£cncral, 

V. FISCHER, 
lieut •• col. De Wattcville'& rca;imcnt. 
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Return of killed and wounded of the troops in action with the enemy 
at Oswego, on the 6th of May, 1814. 

!d batt. royal marines;-1 captain, 2 serjeants, 4 rank anr! file, killed, 
De Wattevillt!sregiment;-1 drummer, 7 rank and file, killed. 
~d battalion myalmari11es;-1 serjeant, 32 rank and file, wounded. 
De Waiteville'.~ regiment ;-1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 17 

rank and file, wounrled. 
Glcngarr!lfencible.~ ;-9 rank and file, wounded. 
Total- 1 cHptain, 2 setjeants, 1 drummer, 15 rank and file, killed; 1 

captain, 1 subaltern, 2 serjeants, 58 rank and file, wounded. 
Officers killed. 

2d battalion royalmarines;-Captain William Holtaway. 
Officers wounded. 

lJe Wotteville's regiment ;-Captain Lendergrew, severely; lieute
nant Victor May, dangerously (since dead). 

J. HARVEY, 
lieut..col. rlep .• adj.-gen. 

Return of the killed and wounded of the royal navy at Oswego, May 6. 
3 seamen, killed; 2 captains, 1 lieutenant, 1 master, 7 seamen, 

wounded. 
Total-3 killed; 11 wounded. 

Ofticers wounded. 
Captain Mulcaster, dangerou~ly; captain Popham, lieutenant Griffin 

severely; Mr. Richardson, master, arm amputated . ' 

J. LAWRIE, ~tee. 

No. 22. 

liis majesty's brig Magnet, (late Sir Sidney Smith.) 
Off Oswego, U.S. May 7. · 

Return of 01·dnance and ordnance-stores, taken and destroyed 
at Oswego, Lake-Ontario, the 6th jllay, 1814, by his ma. 
jesty's troops under the conmwnd of lieut.-gen. Drummond, 

Taken ;-3 32-pounder iron p:uns, 4 24-pounder iron guns, 1 12-
pounder iron gun, 1 6-poundet· iron gun.-Total 9. 

Destroyed; -1 heavy 12-pounder, 1 heavy 6·poundet·.-Total 2. 
Shot ;-81 4'l-pounder, rounr!; S2 32-poundtr, round; S6 42-pounder 

canister; 42 :N. poundet·, cauister; 30 24-pounder, canister; 12 42~ 
pounder, !!rape; 48 S2-pounder, grape; 18 24-pounder, ~rape. 

Eight barrels of gu npowder, and all the shot of small caliber in the 
fort, nnd stores, thrown into the river. 

EDWARD CRUTTENDEN, captain
1 commanding royal artillery. 

E. BAYNES, adjutant-general. 
Memorandum of provisions stores. &c. captured. 

One thousand and forty-five barrels of flour, pork, potatoes, salt, 
tallow, &c. &.-c. 70 coils of rope and cordage; tar, Llocks, (large and 
llnall,) ~small schooners, with several bo~ts, and other srnaller cmft. 

NOAII FREER, mil. Sec. 
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No. 23. 

From sir Jwnes L. Yeo to ~fr. Croker. 

SrR, 
My letter of the 15th April last will have iuformcd their 

lordships that his majesty's ships, Prince Regent and Princess 
Charlotte, were launched on the preceding day. I no"' have 
the satisfaction to acquaint you, for their lordships' informa
tion, that the squadron, by the unremitting exertions of the 
~llicers and men und er my commaud, were ready on the 3d 
instant, when it was determined by licutt·nant-genrral Drum
monO. and myself, that an immediate attack should be made on 
the forts and town of Oswl·go: which, in point of position, 
is the most forn1hlable I have seen in Upper Canada; and where 
the enemy had, by river navigation, collected from the inte1ior 
sevPral heavy guns, and naval stores for the ships, auu large 
depots of provisions for their army. 

At noon, on the 5th, we got off the port, and y;ere on the 
point of landing, "''hen a heavy gale from theN. W. obliged me 
to gain an offin~. On the morning of the 6th, every thing 
being ready, 140 troops, 200 seamen, armed with pikes, unucr 
<·aptain Mulcastcr, and 400 mariJJes, were put into the boats. 
The Montreal and Niagara took thuir stations a-breast, and 
"ithin a quarter of a mile of the fort; the Magnet, opposite 
the town; and the Star and Charwell, to cover the landing, 
which was effected under a most heavy fire of round, grape, and 
n1u sketry, kept up with great spirit. Our men having to 
ascend a very steep and Jon~ hill, were consequently exposed to 
a destructive fire. Their gallantry overcoming every difficulty, 
they soon gained the summit of the hill; and, throwing them
selves into the fosse, mounted the ramparts on all sides, T)ing 
with each other who should he foremost. Lieutenant Laurie, 
my secretary, was the first who gained the ramparts; and 
lieutenant Hewitt climbed the flag-staff under a heavy fire, and 
in the most gallant style struck the American colours, which had 
been nailed to the mast. My gallant and much-esteemed friend, 
captain Mulcaster, led the seamen to the assault with his J 
accustomeu bravery; but, llament to say, he received a danger-
ous wound in the act of entering the fort, which I apprehend 
will, for a censiderable time, deprive me of his valuable services. 
Mr. Scott, n1y first.lieutcnnut, who was next in command, 
nobly led them on, and soon gained the ramparts. Captain 
O'Connor, of the Prince Regent, to whom 1 entrusted the 
landing of the troops, displayed great ability and cool judg-
ment; the boa ttl being under a heavy fire from all points. 
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Captain Popham, of lhe Montreal, anchored hii ship in a 
most gallant style, sustaining the whole fire until we gained the 
shorl' . She wa~ set on fire three timcll by red hot shot, and 
much cut up in her hull, masts , and rig~ing; captain Popham 
received a severe wound in hia right band, and speaks in high 
terms of Mr. Richardson, the master, who, from a severe 
wound in the left arm, was obliged to undergo amputation at 
the shoulder-joint. 

Captain Spilsbnry, of the Niagara; captain Dobbs, of the 
Cha•·wcll; captain Anthony, of the S tar; and captain Collier, 
in the Magnet, behaved mnch to my sati sfaction. The serond 
battalion of royal marines excited the admiration of all; they 
'\VCre led by the gallant colonel Malcolm, and snlfered severely. 
Captain Hollaway, doing duty io the Princess Charlotte, gal
lantly fell at the head of his company, Having landed with the 
seamen and marines, I had great pleasure in witnessing, not only 
the zeal and prompt attention of the officers to my orders, but 
also the iutrepid bravery of the men, whose go od and temperate 
conduct under circumstances of great temptation, (being a wh ·>le 
night in the town, employed loading the captured vessels, with 
ordnance, naval stores, aml provisions,) most justly claim my 
high approbation and aclwowledgment. And I here heg leave 
to recommend to their lordships' noti ce the serrice of all ; of 
~y first-lieutenant, Mr. Scott; and of my aide de camp, acting 
hcntenant Yeo, to whom I beg leave to ref('r their lordships 
for information ; nor should the meritorions exertions of act
ing lieutenant Griffin, st•verely wounded in the :nm, or Mr. 
Brown, both of whom were attached to the storming party, be 
Ornittl'U. It is a great sonrce of satisfaction to me to acquaint 
their lordship~, that I have on this, and in all other occasions, 
received from lieutenant Drummond that sn pport and attention, 
'Which never fail in securing perfect cordiality between the two 
ilcrvices. 

I herewith transmit a list of the killed anti wounded, and 
of the ordnance, nava.l stores, and provisions, captured and 
llestroytld, by the combined attack on the tlth instant. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 

J. W. Croker, esq. &c. 

JA.ME" LUCAS YEO, 
Commodore and commander ia chief. 

A list of officers and seamen, of his m~jesty's fl eet on Lake-Ontario, 
killed and wounded at Oswego on the 6th !\lay, 1814. 

Tht·ee seamen, killed ; 2 captains, 1 lieutenant, 1 master, 7 seamen, 
"oundcrl. 

Total-3 killed, 11 wounded . 
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A statement of ordn:~nce, and naval stores and prOVISIOns, brought 
off and destroyed, in a combined attack of the sea and laud forces 
on the town and fort of Oswego, on the 6th may, 1814. 

Ordnance stores brought nff;-Three long S2·pounder guns; four long 
24·pounders. 

A quantity of various kinds of Ordnance stores. 
Naral stores and J'1'0Vi.•ion~; S schooners; 800 barrels of flour, 500 

barrels of pork, 600 barrels of salt, 500 barrels of bread. 
A quantity of larj!;e rope. 

Destroyed;-Tlll'(ee long '24-pounder guns, one long 12-pounder gun, 
two long 6-pouncler guns. 

One schooner, and all barracks and other public buildings. 
J. L. YEO, 

Commodore and commander in chief. 

No. 24. 

American general order. 

Head quarters, Sackett's Harbor, 
May 12, 1814. 

Major-general Grown has the satisfaction to announce to the 
forces under his command, that the detachments stationed at 
Oswego, under the immediate orders of lieutcnant.colonel 
Mitchell, of the third artillery, by their gallant and highly mili
tary conduct, in sustaining the fire of the whole British Hcet of 
this lake for nearly two days, and contending with the vastly 
superior numbers of the enemy on the land, as long as the in· 
terest of the country, or the honor of their profession, required; 
and then, effecting their retreat in good order, in the face or thii 
superior force of the enterprising and accomplished foe, to the 
depot of naval stores, which it became their duty to defend, 
baveestablish<'d for themselves a name in arms, worthy of the 
gallant nation in whose cause they fight, and highly honorable 
to the army. Lieutenant-colonel Mitchell had, in all, Jess than 
300 men ; and the force of the enemy, by land and water, ex~ 
ccedcd :sooo. R. JONES, assist .• adjt .• gen. 

No. 25. 

American general order. 

Adjutant-general's office, left division, 
July 2, 1814. 

Major.general Brown has the satisfaction to announce to the 
troops of his division on this frontier, that he is authorized b)' 
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the orders of his government to put them in motion against the 
enemy. The first and second brigades, with the corps of artil
lery, will cross the strait before them this night, or as early 
to-morrow as possible. The necessary instructions have been 
given to the brigadiers, and by them to the commanding officers 
of regiments and corps. 

Upon entering Canada, the laws of war will govern; men 
found in arms, or otherwise engaged in the service of the enemy, 
will be treated as enemies; those behaving peaceably, and fol
lowing their private occupations, will be treated as friends. 
Private property, in all cases, will be held sacred; public pro. 
perty, whenever found, will be seized anJ disposed of by the 
commanding general. Our utmost protection will be given to 
-all who actually join, or who evince a desire, to join us. 

Plundering is prohibited. The major-general does not appre
hend any ditliculty on this account, with the regular army and 
Toluntecrs, who press to the standard of their country to 
avenge her wrongs, and to gain a name in arms. Profligate men, 
who follow the army for plunder, must not expect that they 
'Will escape the vengeance of the gallant SJ.lirits who are strug. 
gling to exalt the national character. Any plunderer shall be 
puniihed with death who may be found violating this order. 

By order of the major-general. 
C. K. GARDNER, adjt.-gen. 

No. 26. 

llrom major-general Riall to lieutenant-gen. sir G. Drummond, 

Sm, Chippcway, Joly6. 
I have the honor to inform you, that the enemy effected a 

landing on the morning of the 3d instant at the ferry, opposite 
Black Rock, having driven in the piquet of the garrison of Fort. 
Erie. I was made acquainted with the circumstance about eight 
in the morning, and gave orders for the immediate advanco 
to Chippeway of five companies of the royal Scots, under 
lieutenaut-colond Gordon, to reinforce the garrison of that 
place. J"ieutcnant.colonel Pearson had moved forward from 
thence with the light companies of the lOOth, some militia, and 
a few Indians, to reconnoitre their position and numbers; 
he found them posted on the ridge parallel with the river, near 
the ferry, and in strong force. I received instructions from 
lllajor Buck, that they had also landed a considerable force 
a,bove Fort-Erie. In consequence of the king's regiment, 
Which I bad every reason to expect the day before from York, 
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•ot having arrived, I was prevented from ma~ing an attack that 
night. 

The following morning, the 4th, a body of their troops were 
reported to be advancing by the river; I moved to reconnoi
tre, and found them to be in considerable force, with cavalry 
and artillcry 1 and a large body of riflemen. Lietenant-coloncl 
J:>earson was in advance during this reconnoisance with the light 
company of the royal Scots, and the flank company of the 
IOOth, and a few of the 19th light dragoons, four of whom, 
and eight horses, were wounded in a skirmish with the enemy's 
riflemen. 

Having been joined by the king's regiment on the morning 
of the 5th, I made my dispositions for attack at four oclock in 
the afternoon. The light companies of the royal Scots, and. 
100th regiment, with the second Lincoln milifia, formed the 
advance under lien tenant-colonel Pearson. The Indian warrion 
were, throughout, on our right flank in the woods. The troops 
moved in three columns, the third (the kin~'s regiment) being 
in arlvancc. The enemy had taken up a position with his rip;ht 
resting on some buildings and orchards, close on the river Nia
gara, and strongly supported by artillery; his left toward s the 
wood, having a considerable body of riflemen and Indians in 
front of it. 

Our Indians and militia were shortly engaged with the t>ne
my's riflemen and Indians, who at first checked their advance; 
but the light troops being brought to their support, they suc
ceeded, after a sharp contest, in dislodging them, in a very 
handsome style. I placed two light 24-ponndcrs, and 5-f-inch 
howitzer, against the right of the enemy's position, and form e() 
the royal Scots and IOCth regiment, with the intention of mak
ing a movement upon his left, which deployed with the greatest 
rigularity, and opened a very heavy fire. 1 immediately mnved up 
the king's regiment to the right, while the royal Scots a.ud lOOth 
regiment were directed to charge the enemy in front, for which 
they advanced with the greatest gallantry, under a most de~truc
tive fire. I am sorry to say, however, in this attempt they 
suffered so severely, that 1 was obliged to withdraw them, find
ing thdr further elfHrts against the superior numbers of the 
enemy would be unavailing.-Licntenant-coloncl Gordon, and 
lie11teuant-colonel the marquis of TweeJale, commanding these 
regiments, being wounded, as were most of the officers belong
ing to each. I directed a retreat to be made upon Cippeway, 
which was conducted with good order and re~ularity, covered 
by the king's regiment, under major Evans, and the light troops 
under lieutenant-colonel Pearoon; and J have pleasure in say
ing, that not a siugle prisoner fell into the enemy's hands, 
except those who were disabled from wounds. From the rc1>ort 
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or some prisoners, we have made the enemy's force to amount 
to about 6000 men, with a VNY numerous train of artillery, 
having been augmented by a very large body of troops, which 
moved down from Fort-Eric immediately before the commence
ment of the action. Our own force, in regular troops, amounted 
to about 1500,* exclusive of the militia ancl Indians, of which 
last description thrre was not above 300. .Fort-Erie, I under- • 
stand, ·surrendered Upon capitulation on the 3d instant. Al
though this affair was not attended with the success which I had 
hoped for, it will be highly gratifying to you to learn, that the 
officers and men behaved with the greatest gallantry. I am 
particularly indebted to lieutenant-colonel Pearson for the very 
great assistance I have received from him, and for the manner in 
which he led his light troops into the action. Lieutenant-colonel 
Gordon, and lieutenant-colonel the marquis of Tweedale, and 
major Evans, commanding the king's regiment, merit my 
warmest praise for the good example they shewed at the head of 
their respective regiments. 

The artillery, under the command of captain 1\tlackonochie, 
was ably served, and directed with good effect; and I am parti
cularly obliged to major Lisle, of the 19th light dragoons, for 
the manner in which he covered ancJ protected one of the 24-
pounders which had been disaliled. I have reason to be highly 
satisfied with the zeal, activity, anc1 intelligence, o captain 
Holland, my aide de camp, captain Eliot, deputy.as ,istant
quarter-master-general; staff-adjutant Greig, and lieu tenant 
Fox, of the royal Scots, who acted as major of brigade during 
the absence of major Glegg, at Fort-George. The conduct of 
lieutenant-colonel Dixon, of the 2d Lincoln mili_tia, has been 
most exemplary; and l am very much indebted to him for it on 
this, as well as on other o·ccasions, in which he has evinced tbe 
greatest zeal for his majesty's service. The condud of the 
officers and men of this regiment has also been highly praise
Worthy. Lieutenant colonel Pearson has rcportt·d to nor, in 
the most favourable terms, the excellent manner in which 
lieutenant Horton, with a part of the I 9th light dragoons, 
observed the motions of the enemy, while he occupied the posi
tion he took on his first-landing, and during his advance to this 
place. 

I have, &c. 
P. RIALL, major.gen. 

* 1st royal Scots, 500; 1st batt. king's, 480; JOOtb regiment, 450; 
,_.i(b one troop of the 19th !light dragoons, and a proportion of royal 
artillery. 

YOL. 11. F F 



434 APPENDIX. 

No. 27. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and mzsszng, of the dght 
division, in action with the enemy, in advance of Chippe-
u•a.!J, J u 1y 5, 1814. 

1W1ed.-RO.IJ'Ll m·tille1'.1J ;-1 rank and file. 
1.~t, or rn.IJal Scots ;-1 captain, 4 serjeants, 58 mnk and file. 
Blh, or king'S?·egiment ;-3 rank and file. 
tOOth rrgiment ;-3 subalterns, 3 serjeants, 64 rank anrl file. 
Militia. ;-2 captains, 1 subaltern, 9 rank and file . 

Total killerl-3 captains, 3 subalterns, 7 serjeants, 135 rank and file. 

Wounrled-Geneml sta.ff;-1 captain. 
Ro,yal ll1·tillcry ;-4 rank and file. 
Royal artillery d1·ive1·s ;-1 sulmltern. 
19th light dragoons ;-l set:jeant, 5 rnnk nnfi file. 
·Jsl, or ro.vnl Scots ;-1 field-officer, 2 captains, 7 subalterns, 4 ser

jcants, 121 rauk and file. 
Sth, or king's regiment ;-1 ~ubaltern, 1 serjeant, 22 rank anrl file. 
100lh •·e:ziment ;-1 fielcl· officer, 2 captains, 6 subalterns, 11 ser· 

jEants, 114 rank and file. 
1\Iilitia ;-I field-officer, 3 subalterns, 1 set:jeant, 11 rank and file. 

Total wounrled-3 field-officers, 5 captains, 13 subaltern>, 18 ~cr• 
jennts, 277 rank and file. 

l\.fi .<sin~-1 st, or royCII Scots ;-30 rank and file. 
lOOtlt •·egiment ;-1 subaltern. 
ll!Iilitia ;-1 serjeant, 14rank and file. 

Total missin~-1 subaltern, 1 set:jeant, 44 rank and file. 
llorses-2 killed, 1 mi~sing.-Total, 3. 

N. B. The men returned missing, are supposed to be killed or wounded. 

One 24 pounder limber blown up; 2 tumbrils rlamaged. 
EDWARD BAYNES. 

Adjutant-general North America. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed-1st bCitlalion, ro.'lal Scots ;-Captain Bailey. 
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tOOth regiment ;-Lieutenant Gibbon, ensign lten. 
M'ilitia;-Captains Rowe and Torney, lieuteuant M'Donnel. 

Wounded-General slr1f;-Captain Holland, aide de camp to m:~or• <'Ill 
general Rial\, severely (not rlangerously ). 

Royal artille1·y drivers ;-Lieutenant Jack, slightl.v. 
1st battalion, royal Scots ;-Lieutenant-colonel Gordon, slightly ; -ir 

captains Bird anrl Wilson, severely, and prisoners; lieutenant W. ~ 
.Campbell, severely; lieutenan.ts Fox, Jackson, and HPndrick, se· 9u, 
verely; (not darcgerously;) Lieutenant M'Donald, slightly; lieute• Si 
nant A. Campbell, sever<::ly; lieutenant Connel, severely. 1111 

8th regiment ;-Lieutenant Boyd. 6 
100111 regiment ;-Lieutenant-colonel the marquis of Twcedale, sc• 

1
9t, 

verely; (not dangerously;) captainSherrarcl, ~everely; (not dan~er· ~~d 
ously ;) captain Sleigh, severely; lieutenants Williams, Lyon, 1111d 4 
Valentine; lieutenant Fortune, wounded and missing, supposed 

25t~ 
prisoner; ensigns Clarke and Johnson; adjutant King~>ton. 4 
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No. 28. 

From !tfajor-general Brown to the American secretary at war. 

Sm, Chippeway Plains, July 6, 1814. 
Excuse my silence; I have been much engaged : Fort-Erie 

did not, as I assured you it should not, detain me a single day. 
At l1 o'clock on the nip;ht·of the -llh, I arrived at this place 
With the reserve, general Scott having taken the position about 
noon with the van. My arrangements for turning and taking 
in the rear the enemy's position eas;t of Chippeway was made; 
\\hen major-jenera! Riall, suspecting our intention, and adher. 
ing ·to the rule, that it is better to give than to rereive an attack, 
came from ·behind his works about 5 o'clock in the afternoon 
of the 5th in order of battle. We did not baulk him. flefore 
6 o'clock his line was broken and his forces defeated, leaving 
on the field 400 killed and wounded. He was closely pressed, 
and would have been utterly ruined, but for the proximity of 
his works, whither he fled r~r shelter. 

The wounded of the enemy, and those of our own army, 
lllust be attended to. They will be removed to Buffaloe. This, 
lVith my limited means of tr·ansportation, will take a day or 
two, after which I shall advance, not doubting but that the gal. 
l~nt and accomplished troops I lead, will break down all oppo
Sition between me and Lake Ontario, when, if met by the fleet, 
~~~ is well-if net, under the favour of heaven, we shall behave 
~n a way to avoid disgrace. My detailed report shflll be made 
In a day or two. I am, with the highest respect , &c. 

lion. secretary of War. JACOB BROWN. 

No. 29. 

4merican return of killed, wounded, and missing, in the affair 
of ChiJ'lJeway, July 5th, 1815 

A.rtil/ery;-4 rank and file, killed; 8 ditto, wounded; and 8 rank and 

9 
file, mi5siu~. 

lh regiment ;-13 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 2 

1 
Se~jeant~, 39 rank ancl file, wounrled. 

lilt ditto ;-1 serjeant, 14 rank anrl file, killed; 1 colonel, 1 subaltern, 

1 
6 serjc·ants, 52 rank ancl file, wounded. 

~9th dtl!o ;-3 rank ancl file, kill eel ; 2 ditto, woundt>d. 
~d rlttto ;-8 rank anc.l file, killed; 1 capt:lin, 2 iiubalterns, 2 serjeants, 

2541 rank and file, wounded. 
lh di!to ;-1 serjeant, 4 t·ank and file, killed; 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 
4 5etJeants1 62 rank and file, wounded. 

l' F :1 
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J.Jilitin ; -3 rnnk nr.d file, killed; 2 ditto, wounded ; 1 lieutenant-colo
nel, 1 mnjor, 1 captain, 2 se~jeants, 2 rank nne! file, mi~sing. 

hzdians ;-9 rank and file, killed; 4 ditto, wounded ; 10 ditto, missing. 
Total ;-2 setjl;ants, 58 rank and file, kiJiecl; l colonel, S. cap

tains, 7 subalterns, 14 serjeant~, 210 rank ancl file, wounded ; 
1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 captain, 2 seri.eants, 14 rank 
and file, missing. ' 

No·. 30. 

Ji'rom lieuleruJtni-€ene,:al Drummond to sir G. P1'evosf. 

nead.qnarters, near Niagara Falb1 
Sw, July 27, 1814. 

1 embarked on 1Joatd his majesty's schooner Netlcy, at York, 
on Sunday evening, the 24th intant, and reached Niagara at 
day-break the following morning~ Finding, from licu.tenant ... 
colonel Tucker, that major-general Riall was understood' to 
be moving towards .the I~ ails of Niagara, ~o sttpport the ad· 
vance of his division, which he had pushcci on fo !hat place on· 
the preceding e1•cning, I ordered lieutenanl-coforref Morrison,. 
with the 89th regiment and a detachment of the royafs anti 
king's, drawn from Fort George and Mississaga, to proceed to 
the same point in order that, with the united force, I might act 
against the enemy (posted at Street's Creek, with his advance 
at Chippeway) on my arrival, if it shoultl be found expedient. 
I ordered lieutenant-colonel Tucker, at the same time, to pro
ceed up the right bank of the river, with 300 of the 41st, 
about 200 of the royal Scots, and a body of Indian warrior~, 
supported (on the river) by a party or armed seamen, under 
captain Dobbs, royal navy. The object of this movement was 
to disperse, or capture, a body of the enemy, encamped at 
T ... ewistown. Some unavoidable delay having occurred in the 
march of the troops up the right bank, the enemy had moved 
off previous to lieulenant-colonel Tucker's arrival. I have to 
express myself satisfied with the exertions of that officer. 

Having refresh('d the troops at Queenstown, and having 
brought across the 41st, royals, and Indians, I sent back the 41st 
and 100th regiments, to form the garrisons of forts George, 
Mississaga, and Niagara, under lieutenant-colonel Turker, nnd 
moved with the ggth, and detachments of the royal s and kio.g'.5• 

and light company of the 41st, in all about 800 men, to J-0111 

major. general Riall's division at the Falls. 
When arri1•etl within a few milt-s of that position, I roe.ts 

report from major-general Kiall, that' the enemy was advancll1a 
jn greatforce. I immediately pushed on, and joined the head 
of lieutenant-colonel Morrison's columns just as it reachc 
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the road 1eading to the Beaver Dam, over the summit of tl1e 
nil! at I.undy's Lane. Instead of the whole of major-l'(eneral 
Riall's division, which I expected to have found occupying this 
positio.n, J fonnd it a·lmost in the occupation of the enemy, 
'Ill hose columns were within {)00 yards of the top Hf the hill, 
.and the surrounding woods filled with his light troops. The 
advance of major--general Riall's division, consisting of the 
GJengan y light ~nfantry and incorporated militia, having com
menced a retreat upon Fort George, I countermanded these 
,corps, and .fo,r.med the 89rh regiment, the royal Scots detach
ment, and tlw 41st light company, in the rear of the htll, their 
left resting on the great r()ad ; my two 24 -pounder brass field 
.guns a ljttle ad!l'anced, in front of the centre, on the summit of 
the hill; the Glengarry light infantry on the right; the bat
taliOfl of incorporaied militia, and the detachment of the king's 
l'egiment on tbe left of the great road; the squadron of the 19th 
light d ra~oo •·-B in the r~ar of the left, on the road. I had 
scarcely C&Qlpleted this formation when the whole front was 
warmly and closely engaged. The enemy's principal efforts 
'Were directed ~ainst our left and centre. After repeated at
tacks, the troops on the left were partially forced back, and 
the en.emy gai·ned a momentary possession of the road. This 
gave him, however, no material advantage, as the troops which 
had been forced back formed in the rear of the 89th regiment, 
fronting the road, and securing the /lank. It was during this 
shott interval that lllajor-general Riall, having received a severe 
Wound, was intercepted as he was passing to the rear, by a 
party of the enemy's cavalry, and taken prisoner. In the cen
tre, the repeated and determined attacks of the enemy w11re 
met by the 89th regiment, the detachments of the royals and 
king's, and the light company of the 41st regiment, with the 
tnost perfect steadiness and intrepid gallantry, and the enemy 
was constantly repulsed with very heavy IQss. In so determined 
a manner were thdr attacks directed against our g11ns, that our 
artillerymen were bayonetted by the enemy whil11 ill the act of 
loading, and the mu~zles of the enemy's gun~ were advanced 
within a ft~w yards of our's. The darkness of the night, during 
this extraordinary conflict, occasioned several 4ncommon inci
dents: our .:roops having fora moment been pushed back, some 
of our guns remained for a few minutes in the ~lJemy's hands; 
they, however, were not only quickly recovered, but the two 
Pieces (a 6-pounder and a 5t inch hpwitzcr) which the enemy had 
brought ~p, were captured by us, together with several tumbrils, 
aud in limbering up our guns at one pcriqd, one of the enemy's 
6-pounders was put by mistake on a limber of ours, and one 
of our 6-poumlen 1\mbercd on or:c of his: by which means 
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the pieces were e:x-changPd; and thus, though we captured two 
of his guns, yet, as he obtained one of ours, we have gained 
only one gun. 

About 9 o'clock, (the action having commenced at 6,) there 
was a short intermission of firing, during which it appears the 
enemy ''as e111ployed in bringing up the"'>lvhole of hi. remaiuing 

·force; and he shortly afterwards renewed his attack with fresh 
troops, but was every where repubed with equal gallantry and 
success. About this period the remahder of major-g<•neral 
Hiall's division, which had been ordered to retire on the advance 
of the enemy, consisting of the 1()3d regiment, under colonel 
~cott; the head-quarter division of the royal Scots; the head
quarter division of the 8th, or king's; flank companies of the 
10-lth; and some detachments of militia, under lieuteua.nt· 
colonel Hamilton, inspecting field officer, joined the troops en
g::tged; and I placed thtm in a second line, with the exception of 
the royal Scots and flank companies of the 104th, with which I 
prolonged my line in front to the right, where 1 was apprehen
sive of the enemy outflanking me. 

The enemy's efforts to carry the hill were continued till about 
midnight, when he had suffered so severely from the superior 
steadiness and discipline of his majesty's troops, that he gave up 
the contest, and retreated wilh great precipitation to his camp 
beyond the Chippeway. On the following day he abandoned 
bis camp, threw the greater part of his baggage, camp equipage, 
and provisions, into the Rapids, and having set fire to Street's 
mills, and destroyed thr bridge at Chippcway, continued his 
retreat io great disorder towards Fort-Erie. My light troops, 
cavalry, and indians, are detached in pursuit, ar1d to harass his 
;retreat, which I doubt not he will continne until he reaches his 
own shore. 

The lo~& sustained hy the enemy in this severe action cannot 
be estimated at less than 1500 men, including several hundred of 
prisoners left in our hands; his two commanding generals, 
Brown and Scott, are said to be wounded, his whole force, 
which has never been rated at Jess than bOOO, having been 
llngaged. 

Enclosed I have the honor to transmit a return of our loss, 
which has been very considerable. The number of troops under 
my command did not, for the first three hours, exceed 1600 men; 
and 1he addition of the troops under colonel Scott, did not 
encr· ase it to more than 2800 of every description. 

A very difficult, but at the same time a most gratifying duty 
remains, that of endeavouring to do justice to the merits of tiu: 
officers and soldiers by whose valor and discipline this impor· 
tant success has been obtained. I was, very early in the action: 
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depriv~d of the S<:'nice of major-general Riall, who, I regret to 
!cam, has suffered the amputation of l1is arm'' in the enemy's 
possession: his bravery, zeal, and activity, have always been 
conspicuous. 

To lieutenant-colonel Harvey, deputy-adjutant-general, I 
am so deeply indebted for his valuable assistance previous to, 
as well as his able and energetic exertions during, this severe 
contest, that 1 feel myself called upon to point your excdleney'a 
attention to the distinguished merits of this highly deserving 
ofticer, whose services have been particularly conspicuous in 
every affair that has taken place since his arrival in this pro. 
vince. The zeal and intelligence displayed by major Glegg, 
assistant-adjutant-general, deserve my warmest approbation. 
1 much regret the loss of a very intelligent and promising yonng 
officer, lieutenant Moorsom, 104th regiment, deputy-assistant• 
adjutant-general, who was killed towards the close of the 
action. The active exertions of captain Eliot, deputy. 
asiistant.qmtrter-mastcr-general, of whose gallantry and conduct 
I had occa&ion on two former instances to remark, were con. 
Spicuous. Major Maule and lieutenant Le Breton, of the 
quarter-master-general's department, were extremely useful to 
me; the latter was severely wounded. 

Amongst the officers from whose active exertions I derived 
the greatest assistance, 1 cannot omit to mention my aides de 
camp, captains Jervoise and Loring, and captain Holland, aide 
de camp to major-general Riall. Captain Loring was unfortu. 
nately taken prisoner by some of the enemy's dragoons, whilst 
in the execution of an order. 

In reviewing the action from its comm<:'ncernent, the first 
object which presents itself, as deserving of notice, is the stea
diness and good countenance of the squadron of the 19th light 
dragoons, under major Lisle, and the very creditable and 
excellent defence made by the incorpor;:ted militia-battalion, 
under lieutenant-colonel Robinson, who was dangerously 
wounded, and a detachment of the 8th (king's) regiment, under 
colonel Campbell. Major Kirby succeeded lieutenant-colonel 
Robinson in the command of the incorporated militia-battalion, 
and continued very gallantly to direct its efforts. This battalion 
has only been organized a few months, and, much to the credit 
of captain Robinson, of the king's regiment, (provincial lieute. 
nant-colonel,) has attained a highly respectable degree of 
discipline. 

In the reiterated and determined attacks \\ hich the enemy 
made on out· centre, for the purpose of gaining, at once, tho 

"It was afterwards ascertained, that major-~:oneral Rinll, though se
ferely. wounded, did not lose his arm. 
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crest of the po~itioo, and our guns, the &tcadincss and intrepl.., 
dity displa-yed by the troops allotted for the defence of that post, 
were never surpassed; they consisted of the 2d battalion of the 
89th regiment, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Morrison, 
and after the lieutenant-colonel had been obliged to retire from 
the field by a. severe wound, by major Clifford; a detachment of 
the royal Scotts, under lieutenant Hemphill, and after he was 
killed, lieutenant Fraser; a detachment of the 8th, (or King's,) 
under captain Campbell ; light company 41st regiment, under 
ca.ptain Glew; with some detachments of militia under lieute
nant-colonel Parry, 103d regiment. These troops repeatedly, 

· when hard pressed, formed round the colours of the 89th regi
ment, and invariably repulsctl the drsperate efforts made against 
them. On the right, the steadiness and good cuuntenance of 
the 1st ba.ltalion royal Scots, under lieutenant Gordon, on 
some Ycry trying occasions, excited my adrniration. The king's 
regim ent, I st battalion, unrler major Evans. behaved with equal 
gall an try and firmness, as did the light company of the royals, 
detached under captain Stewart: the grenadiers of the 103d, 
detached und er captain Browne; and the flank companies of 
the 10 1th, under captain Leonard; the Glengarry light infan
try, under lieutenant-colonel Battersby, displayed lliOstvaluable 
qualities as light troops; colonel Scott, major Smelt, and the 
officers of the 103d, deserve credit for their exertions in rally
ing that regiment, after it had been thrown into momentary 
disorder. 

Lieutenant t•olonel Pearson, inspecting field-officer1 directed 
the advance with great intelligence; and liPutenant-colonel 
Drummond, of the 104th, heving gone forward with my per
mission, early in the day, made himself actively useful in rlitfcr
E>nt parts of the field, under my direction. These oflicers arc 
entitled to my" be~t thank~, as is lieutcnant.colonel Hamilton, 
inspecting field-officer, for his exertions after his arrival with 
the troops under colonel Scott. The field-artillery, so long as 
there was light, was well served. 

The credit of its efficient state is due to captain Mackonachio, 
who has had charge of it ~ince "his arrival with this division. 
Captain M'Lauchlan, who has.charge of the batteries at Fort
J\.1ississaga, 'volunteered his services in the field on this occa
sion. He was severely wounded. J ... ieutenant Tomkins de
serves much credit for the way in which the two brass 24-poun
ders, of which he had charge, were served; as does serjeant 
Austin, of the rocket compan), who dircpted the Congreve 
rockets, which clicl much t'Xt!Cut,on. The zeal, loyalty, and 
bravery with which the militia of this part of the province had 
(;Orne forward to co-opcr~te with his majesty's ~r!>ops in the ex, 
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puhion of the enemy, and their conspicuous gallantry in this, 
and in the action of the 5th instant, clai ·n my warmest thanks. 

I cannot conclude this despatch without recommt>nding, in 
the stron11:est terms, the following officers, who-c couduct dur. 
ing the late operations has called for marked appr.1hation; and 
I am induced to hope that your excellency will be pleased to 
submit their names for promotion to the most favorahle consi
deration of his royal highness the prince regent; viz c.tptain 
Jervoise, my aide de camp; captain H.obinson, 8th (king's) 
regiment, (provincial lieutenant-colonel,) commanding the 
incorporated militia; captain Eliot, deputy assistant-quarter. 
master-general; captain Holland, aide-de-camp to major-gene
ral Riall; and captain Glew, 41st regiment. 

This despatch will be delivered to you hy captain Jervoise, 
my aide de camp, who is fully competent to give your excel
lency every further information you may require. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
GORDON DRUMMOND, 

His excellency sir G. Prevost, lieutenant-general. 
&:c. &c. &c. 

No. 31 . 

Ret1trn of the lcillecl, wounclecl, missing, and taken prisoners, 
of the right division of the army in Upper Canadlt, uncler 
the command of lieuteuant.generat Drummond, in action 
zoith the enemy near the Falls of Niagara, 25th of Jul.!J, 
1814. 

General Slr!ff;-1 deputy assi;;tant-ailjutant-general, killed; 1 lieu ' 
tenant-general, 1 major-!;(eneral, 1 inspecting field-officer, 1 deputy 
assistaut ·qunrter-master·general, wounrled; 1 aide de camp, prisoner. 

l9tlt ligkt dragoons;-3 horses killed; 'l rank and Iii<', 10 horses, 
wounded; 1 rank and file, I horse, missing. 

l)•·ovinciallight dragoons ;-2 rank and file, 3 horses, mis,•n!(; 1 cap· 
tain, prisoner. 

Royal engineers ;-1 subaltern, missing. 
Royal m·tillcry ;-1 captain, l'l rank and file, wounded; 7 rank and 

file, missing. 
Royal marine-at'tille.'!J;-1 se1:jeant, 1 rank and file, pri~oners. 
Royal artillci'!J drivers ;-11 horses killed ; 3 rank anrl file, 4 horses 

wounded; 1 mnk and file, 8 horses, missing. 
N.B.-Two privates, 41st regiment, and 2 privates of the 89th regi· 

n'•ent, attached to royal artillery dt·i,•ers, missing, 1101 i11d uded. 

1st, on·oyal Scots ;-1 spbaltern , 15 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 
2 subalterns; 6 setjeants, 1 drummer, 106 rank and file, wlluoded; 2 
subaltcm~, 3 se~jeant s, 1 drummer, 35 rank and file, missing. 
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81 lt (or king's) t·egiment ;-12 rank and file, killed; S subaltern:;, S 
serjeants, 54 rank and file, wounded; 1 quarter-master, 1'l rank and 
file, missing. 

4ht rfgiment;-3 rank and file, killed; 2 setjeants, 1 drummer, 31 
rank and file, wounded. 

89111 rrgimcnt ;-1 captain, 1 subaltern, l serjeant, 26 rank and file, 
killed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 10 subalterns, 9 setjeant~, 2 drummer~, 
166 rank and file, wounded; 3 serjeants, 4 drummers, 2 rank and file, 
missing; 1 captain, prisoner. 

10::Jd regiment;-6 rank and file, killed; 1 subaltern, 3 serjeants, 1 
drummer, 42 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and file, missing; 1 cap· 
tain, 2 subalterns, 1 setjeant, 2 rank and file, prisoners. 

1041/t regiment ;-1 rank and file, killed; 5 rat1k and file, woondcd. 
Glen~; any light infantry ;-1 serjeant, 3 rank and file, killed; 1 sub

altern , 3 seJjeants, 27 rank t:nd file, wounded ; 2 scrjeants, 6 rank and 
file, missing; 1 subalteru, 2 serjeants, 11 rank and file, pri,oners. 

lnrorpomted u,i/itia ;-1 sub11ltern, 2 sc:jean ts, 4 rank and file, 
li.illed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 captains, 4 subalterns, S se1jeants, 32 
rank and file, wounded; 3 serjeants, 72 rank and file, missing; 1 cap· 
tain, 1 subaltern, 1 quarter-master, 14 rank and file, prisoners. 

1st Lincoln militia ;-1 rank and file, killed. 
2d Linwln militia ;-1 s:1baltcrn, wounded. 
4lh Lincoln militia ;-1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 set:jeante, 1 rank and 

file, wounded; 1 captain, l quarter-master, missing. 
5th Lincoln militi11 ;-1 major, 1 se1jcant, 2 rank and file, wounded. 
2d York militia ;-1 m~or, 2 captains, 2 subalterns, 4 rank and file, 

wouncied. • 
General total-1 captain, 3 subalterns, 1 deputy assistant-adjutnnt

I(€U€ral, 4 se1jeanrs, 75 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant-general, 1 
major-~eneral, 1 inspecting fidt.l·officcr, 1 d~puty assistant·quaner
mastcr-general, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 8 c~pt: ins, 25 subalterns, 31 ser
jeants, 5 drummers, 48<:! rank and file, wou11dcd; 1 captaiu, 3 suhul• 
terns, 2 quarter-masters, 11 serjeants, 5 drumnoers, 17 I rank and file, 
missing; 1 aide de camp, 4 captains, 4 subalterns, 1 quarter-master, 4 
seojeauts, 28 rank and file, prisoner&; 14 horses, k1lled; 14 hor~es, 
\\uuuded; 12 horses, n1issing. 

Total killed, 
Total wounded, 
Total mi~sing, 
Total prisoners, 

Total, 

84 
559 
193 
42 

--878 

Names of officers killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
Oj]i.w·s killed-General St<!if;-Lieutenant Moorsom, deputy as-

5i>t ant-a dj utan t-ge neral. 
Royal Scots ;-Lieutenar.t Hemphill. 
89111 regiment ;-Captain Spunner, lieutenant Latham. 

. Incorporated 111ilitia ;-Ensign Camp bell. 
O..fficers wounded-Gencml slo.ff;-Lieutenant-general Drummond, 

Fe,·erely; (not dnngerously ;) major-general Riall, se•·erely, anrl prisoner; 
lieutenant-colonel Pearson, sliglotly; lieutenant Le Breton, severely. 

]{o!Jal artille•·y ;-Captain 1\laclachlan, dangerouoly. 
Ro!Jal Swtf ;-Captaiu Brereton, ~lil,;htly; lieutenant Haswell, se-
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verely; (not dangerously;) lieutenant Fraser, severely, (not dange
rously,) and missing. 

8th (or king's) regiment;- Lieutenant Noell, ensign Swayne, 
slightly; e•.,ign M'Donald, severely. 

89th regiment ;-Lieutenant-colonel Morrison, lieutenants Sander
son, Steele, Pearce, Taylor, Lloyd, and Miles, scvert:ly; (nnt dange
tou.ly ;) lieutenant Redmond, adjutant Hopper, slightly; lieutenant 
Grey, ensi~n Saunders, dangerously. 

103d reg11nenl ;-Lilutenant Langhorn, slightly. 
Glengarry light i'!fimtry ;-Lieutenant R. Ken·, slightly. 
Incorporated militia ;-Lieutenant-colonel Robinson, dangerously; 

captain Fraser, severely; captain Washburn, slightly; captain i\I' Do
nald, severely; (left arm amputated;) lieutenant M'Dougall, mortally; 
licuten~nt Ra•an, severely; lieutenant Ilamiltot:, slightly; ensign 
M'Dnnald, severely. 

2d Lincoln militia ;-Adjutant, Thompson, slightly. 
4th Lincoln wilitia;-Captain W. Nellis, ensign Kennedy, slightly. 
5th Lincoln militia;-Major llath, severely. 
'2d Y01·lc mili&ia;-MAjor Simons, severely; captain Mackay, 

slil;!htly; captain Rockman, severt:ly. 
Officers mis,ing -Royal engirteers;-Lieutenant Yall. 
Royal Scots;-Lieutenant Clyne; lieutenant Lamont, supposed to be 

prisoner. 
8. /t (or King's) regiment;-Quarter-master G. Kirnan. 
41/t Lincoln militia ;-Captain ll. Nellis, quarter· maste r Bell. 
O.fficers p1·isoners-Genrr"l stoff;-Captain Loring, aide de camp 

to lieutt"nant -general Drummond. 
103d regiment ;-Captain Brown; lieutenant Montgomery, and 

wounded; ensign Lyon, 
Gle garry light il!fantry ;-Ensign Robins. 
lncor1.oratect militi" ;-Captain M' Lean, eusign Whort; and quarter

master Thompson. 
Provi111·ial lig!t.t dragoons ;-Capt. Merritt. 
89111 regiment ;-Captain Gore. 

EDWARD BAYNES, adj.-gen. 
J. HARVEY, lieut.-col. 

dep.-adj. gen. 

No. 32. 

From major.gen. Brown to the .Lfmerican secretary at war. 
SHt, (No date.) 

Confined as I was, and have been, since the last engagement 
'vith the enemy, I fear that the account I am about to give 
may be less full and satisfactory than under other circumstances 
it might have been made. I particularly fear that the conduct 
of the gallant men it was my good fortune to lead will not be 
noticed in a way due to their fame, and the honor of our 
country. 

You arc already apprised, that the army had, on the 25th 
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ult. taken a position at Chippeway. About noon of that day, 
colonel Swift, who was posted at Lewistown, advised me, by 
express, that the enemy appeared in considerable force in 
Queenstown, aud on its heights; that four of the euemy's fleet 
had arriYt·d on the preceding night, and were then !yin~ near 
FCHt Niagara; and that a number of boats were in view, 
moving up the streight. Within a few minutes after this intel
ligence had been received, I was furthl'r informed by captain 
Denmon, of the quarter-master's deparlml'nt. that the enemy 
were landing at Lewistown, and that our hag~age and stores at 
Schlosser, and on their way thither, were in dan~~:t'l' of immedi
ate capture. 

It is proper here to mention, that having received adviees as 
late as the 20th, from general Gaiues, that our fleet was then in 
port, and the commodore sick, we ceased to look for co-ope
ration from that quarter, and determined to disencum l er our
selves of baggage, and march directly to Burlington Heights. 
To mask this intention, and to draw from :-;chlusser a small 
supply of provisions, I fell back upon Chippeway. As this 
arrangement, under the ehcreasod force of the enemy, left much 
at hazard on our side of the Niagara, and as it appeared by the 
before stated information, that the enemy was about to avail 
himself of it, I concrived that the most efrectual method of 
recalling him from this object was to put myself in motion 
1G>wards Queenstown. General Scott, with the I st brigade, 
'1 ov.·son's artillery, aud all the dragoons and mounted n1en, 
were accordingly put in march on the road leading thither, 
with orders to report if the enemy appeared, and to call for 
assistance, if that was necessary. 

On the general's arrival at the falls, he learned that the 
eneo1y was in force directly in his front, a narrow piece of 
:wood alone intercepting his view of them. Waiting only to 
give this information, he advanced upon them. By the time 
;~ssjstant-adjutant-general Jones had delivered tkis message, the 
action began, and before the remaining part of the division had 
cro~sed the Chippeway, it had become close and general 
between the advanced corps. Tlwugh general l{ipley with 
the 2tl brigade, major Hindman with the corps of artillery, a':Jd 
general Porter, at the head of his command, had respectively 
pressed forward with ardor, it was not Jess than an hour 
before they were brought to sustain general Scott, du~ing which 
time his command most skilfully and gallantly maintained the 
conflict. Upon my arrival I found that the general had passed 
the wood, and engaged the enemy on the Queenstown road, 
and on the ground to the left of it, with the 9th, 11th, and 
22~ regiments, and Towson's artillery. 

The 25th had been thrown to the right, to be governed bj 

d rcum&tances. 4pprehcnding th~t these carps were much 
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exhausted, and knowing that they had suffered severely., I 
determined to interpose a new line with the advancing troops, 
and thus disengage general Scott, and hold his brigade in 
reserve. Orders were accordingly given to general Ripley. 
The enemy's artillery at this moment occupied a hill which gave 
him great adnntages, and was the key of the wholo position. 
It was supported by a line of infantry. To secure the victory, 
it was necessary to carry this artillery, and seize the height. 
This duty was assigned to colonel Miller, while, to favor its 
execution, the 1st regiment, under the command of colonel 
Nicholas, was directed to menace and amuse the infantry. To 
my great mortification, this regiment, after a discharge or two, 
gave "a y, and retreated some distance before it could be rallied~ 
though it is believed the officers of the regiment exerted them
selves to shorten the distance. 

In the mean time, colonel Miller, without regard to this 
occurrence, advanced steadily and gallantly to his object, and 
earried the height and the cannon. General Ripley brought 
tlp1:he 23d (which had also faultered) to his support, and the 
enemy disappeared from before them. The 1st regiment was 
now brought into a line on the left of the 21st, and the 
detachments of the 17th and 1 !Jth, general Porter occupying, 
with his command, the extreme left. About this time colonel 
Miller carried the enemy's cannon. 

The :25th regiment, under major Jessup, was engaged in a 
most obstinate conflict with all tha.t remained to dispute with us 
the field of battle. The major, as has been already stated, had 
been ordered by general Scott, at the commencement of the 
action, ta take ground to his right. He had succeeded in 
turning the enemy's left fiank,-had captured (by a detachment 
under captain Ketchum) general Riall, and sundry other 
-efficers, and shcwrd himsalf again to his own army, in a blaze 
of fire, which defeated or destroyed a very superior force of 
the enemy, He was ordered to form on the right of the 2d 
regiment. The enemy rallying his forces, and, as is believed, 
having received reinforcements, now attempted to drive us from 
our position, and regain hii artillery. Our line was unshaken, 
and the enemy repulsed. Two other attempts, having the same 
object, had the same issue. General Scott was again engaged 
in repelling the former of these; and the last I saw of him on 
the field of battle, he was near the head of his column, and 
giving to its march a direction that would have placed him on 
the enerny's right. It was with great pleasure I saw the good 
order and intrepidity of general Porter's volunteers from the 
moment of their arrival, but during the last charge of the 
£nCQ1Y those qualities were conspicuous. 
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Stimulated by the examples set them by their gallanl leader, 
by major Wood, of the Pennsylvania corps, by colonel Dobbin, 
of New York, and by their officers generally, they precipitated 
themselves upon the enemy's line, and made all the prisoners 
which were taken at this point of the action. 

Having been for some time woundell, and being a gooll Ileal 
exhausted by loss of blood, it'became my wish to devolve the 
command on general Scott, and retire from the field; but on 
inquiry I had the misfortune to learn, that he was disabled by 
wonnlls; I therefore kept my post, and had the satisfaction to 
see the enemy's last effort repulsed. I now consigned the 
command to general Ripley. 

While retiring from the field, I saw and felt that the victory 
wali complete on our part, if proper mea~ures were promptly 
adopted to secure it. The exhaustion of the men was, how. 
ever, such as made some refreshment necessary. They particu. 
Jarly required water. I was myself extremely sensible of the 
want of this necessary article. I therefore believed it proper 
that general Ripley and the troops should return to camp, after 
bringing off the dead, the wounded, and the artillery; and in 
this I saw no difficulty, as the enemy had entirely ceased to act. 
"Within an hour after my arrival in camp, I was informed that 
general Ripley had returned without annoyance, and in good 
order. I now sent for him, and, after giving him my reasons 
for the measure I was ahout to adopt, ordered him to put the 
troops into the best possible condition; to give them the neces
sary refreshment; to tal'e with him the piquets and camp guards, 
and every other description of force, to put himself on the field 
of battle as the day dawned, and there to meet and beat the 
enemy if he again appeared. Tn this orller he made no objec
tion, and I relied upon its execution.. It was not executed. I 
feel most sensibly how inalleqnate are my powers in speaking of 
the troops, to do justice either to their merits or to my own 
sense of them. Under abler direction, they might have done 
more and better • 

. From the preceding detail, you hal'e now evidence of tha 
distinguished gallantry of generals Scott and Porter, of colonel 
Miller and major Jessop. 

Of the lst brigade, the chief, with his aide lle camp, Worth, 
his major of brigade, Smith, and every commander of battalion 
were wonnded. 

The 'ld brigade suffered less; but, as a brigade, their conduct 
entitled them to the applause of their country. After the 
enemy's strong position had been carried by the 21st and 
the detachments of the 17th and 19th, the I stand 23d assumed 
a new character. They could not again be shaken or dismayed. 
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Major M'Farland, of the latter, fell nobly at the brad of his 
battalion. 

Under the command of general Porter, the militia volunteer,; 
of Pennsylrania a nil New York stood undismayed amidst tho 
hottest fire, and repulsed the veterans opposed to them. Tho 
Canadian volunteers, commanded by colonel ''Vilcox, arc re
ported by general Porter as having merited and received his 
approbation. 

The corps of artillery, commanded by major Hindman, 
behaved with its usual gallantry. Captain Towson's company, 
attached to the 1st brigade, was the first and last engagcil, and 
during the whole conflict maintained that high character which 
they l1ad previously won by their sldll and valor. Captains 
Biddle and Ritchie were both wounded early in the action, but 
refused to quit the field. The latter declared that he never 
would leave his piece; and, true to his engagement, fell by its 
side, covered with wounds. 

The staff of the army had its peculiar merit and distinction ; 
colonel Gardner, adjutant-general, though ill, was on horse
back, and did all in his power; his assistant, major Jones, was 
very active ani! useful. My gallant aides de camp, Austin and 
Spencer, had many and critical duties to perform, in the dis
charge of which the latter fell. I shall ever think of this young 
man with pride and regret; regret that his career has been so 

. ihort,-pride tlmt it h'ls been so noble and distinguished. . 
The engineers, majors Macrae and 'Vood, were greatly dis

tinguished on this day, and their high military talents exerted 
with j!;reat effect ; they were much under my eye, ancl ncar my 
person, and to their assistance a great deal is fairly to be 
ascribed; I must earnestly recommend them, as worthy of the 
highest trust and confidence. The staff of generals Ripley and 
Porter discovered great zeal and attention to duty. Lieutenant 
E. B. Randolph, of the 20th regiment, is entitled to notice; his 
courage was con~ picuou s . 

I enclose a rcturo of our loss; those noted as missing may 
generally be numbered with the dead. The enemy had but little 
opportunity of making prisoners. 

I have the honor to be, sir, &c. · 
JACOB BROWN. 

Hon. J obn Armstrong, secretary at war. 
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No. 33. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the division 
of the army under the command of major-general Brown, 
at the battle of B1·idgerMter, Jut.!/ 25th, 1814. 

General statf;-1 major-!J,eneral, 1 Lri~~:adier·gencral, 2 aides de 
9nmp1 1 brij!ade-major, wounded; 1 bo·igade-major, missing. 

Light llt·ogoons;-1 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file, wounderl • 
. Artille1:y ;-1 captain, 9 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 2 suualtern~, 

1 serjeant, 1 musician, 30 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank an(! file, 
missing. 

1st regiment infrmlr!J ;-11 nmk ancl file, kil!erl; 2 subalterns, l8 
rank and file, wounded; and 2 rank :111d file, missing. 

9th ditto;-1 captain, 2 subalterns, I serjeant, 12 rank and file, 
killed; J major, 1 c~ptain, 1 paymaster, 1 quarter-master, 5 subalterns, 
7 se~jeants, 74 rank and file, wounded; one s~bnltern, 3 serjeants, 11 
rank and file, missing. 

11th regiment ;-I captain, 2 serjeants, 25 rank and file , killed; 1 
major, J captain, li subalterns, 9 seojeants, 1 musician, 85 rank and file, 
wounrled; 1 subaltern, 'l rank and file, missing. 

21st regiment ;-1 subaltern, 2 serjennts, Hl rank and file, killed; I 
captain, 6 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 63 rank and file, wounded; 19 rauk 
and file, mis~ing. 

22d regiment ;-'2 scrjeants, 34 rank and tile, killed; 1 colonel, 2 
captains, 4 subalterns, 9 serjeant;., 1 musician, 73 rank and tile, 
wounded; 3 subalterns, 2 serjeants, 12 rank anrl file, mis;,ing 

2Sd regiment ;-1 majoo·, 2 >e•:jeants, 7 rank and file, killed; 1 cap· 
tain, 6 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 44 rank 11nd file, wounded; 3 se•jeants1 
24 rank and file, missing. 

25th regiment;-1 cartain, 1 subaltern, 26 rank and file, killed; 1 
major, 1 adjutant, 1 quarter-master, 1 subaltern, _o .serjeants, 56 rank 
ancl file, wounded; 1 serjennt, 14 rank and file, rmssmg. 

Canadian volunteer$;.:.. 1 o·ank aud file, killed; 2 rank and file, 
wounded; 8 rank nnd file, mi.sing. 

Pennsyhaniu regiment;-1 adjutant, I serjeant, 9 rank and file, 
l;illed; I major, 1 quarter-master, 1 subaltern, 21 rank and tile, 
wounded ; 1 captain, missing. 

New York wititia;-1 captain, 3 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant
colonel, 1 subaltern, 2 serjeants, 10 rank and file, wounded; 1 suLal
lero, missing. 

Total-Killed, 1 major, 5 captain~, 1 adjutant, 4 subnltPrn~, 10 
serjeants, 150 rank and file. Wounded, 1 mnjor-l!eueral, 1 
brig;ndier-~enPral, 2 aide;, de camp, 1 brigade-major, I colonel, 
I lieutt:nant-colonel, 4 majors, 7 captaius, I adjutant, I par 
master, 3 quarter-masters, 32 suLaltNn5, 36 serjeants, 3 musi
cians, 478 rank and file. Missing, I brigade-major, 1 captaiu1 
6 subalterns, 9 serjeants, 93 rank and file. 
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No. 34. 

From lieutenant Conkling to captai11 Kennedy. 

Fort-George, Upper Canacla, 
Sm, Aug. 16, 1814. 

·with extreme regret I have to make known to you the cir
cumstances attending the capture of the Ohio and Somers. On 
the night of the 12th, between the hours of 11 and 12, the 
boats were seen a short distance a-head of the Somers, and 
were hailed from that vessel: they answered " provision
boats," which deceived the officer of the deck, as gur army
boats had been in the habit of passing and repassing throughout 
the night, and enabled them to drift athwart his hawse, and cut 
his cables; at the same time pouring in a heavy fire, before he 
discovered who they were. Instantaneously they were along
side of me, and notwithstanding my exertions, aided by Mr. 
M'Ca1ly, acting sailing-master, (who was soon disabled,) I was 
unable to repulse them, but for a moment. I maintained the 
quarter-deck until my sword fell, in consequence of a shot in 
the shoulder, and nearly all on deck either wounded or sur. 
rounded with bayonets. As their force was an overwhelming 
one, I thought farther resistance vain, and gave up the vessel, 
with the sati~faction of having performed my duty, and 
defended my vessel to the last. 

List of killed and wounded. 

Ohio ;·--Killed, 1 ; wounded, 6. 
Somers;··· Vv ounded, 2. 

Tbs..enemy's loss in killed and wounded is mucl1 more consi
dl'rable ; among the killed is the commanding officer of the 
Netley, (lying here,) captain Ratcliffe ; he fell in attempting to 
come over my quarter. Notwithstanding the number of muskets 
and pistols which were fired, and the bustle inseparable from 
enterprises of the kind, neither the fort nor the Porcupine 
attempted to fire, as we drifted past them; nor did we receive 
a shot until past Black Rock, though they might have destroyed 
us with ease. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. CONKLING. 

\Ve expect to be sent to Montreal, and perhaps to Quebec 
directly. 

Edward P • .Kennedy, csq. commanding the 
United States naval force on J .. ake Eric. 

\ ' OL. II. GG 
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No. 35. 

From lieutenant -general Drummond to sir George Prevost. 

Sut , Camp before Fort-Eric, August 15, 1814. 
lJavin ~ rea son to believe that a sufficient im11rcssion had beeli 

vroduccd on the works of the enemy ' s fort, by the fire of the 
battery which I had opened on it on the morning of the 13th, 
a nd by which the stone building was much injurctl, and the 
e;cneral ou tline of the parapet and emlJrazurcll very much altered, 
I was tlctcrmincd on assaulting the place; and accordingly made 
the necessary arrangements fo1· attacking it, by a heavy column 
directed to the entrenchments 011 the side of Snak-hill, an <l 
by two columns to advance from the battery, aud assault th0 

fort and entrenchments on this side. 
The troops destine!l to attack by Snake-hill, (which con-

sisted of the kin g' s regiment and that of De Watteville's , with 
the fl ank companies of the 89th and lOOth regiments, under 
lieutenant-colonel Fischer, of the ree;iment of D e VVatteville, ) 
marched at four o'clock yesterday afternoon, in order to gain 
the vicinity of tltc point of attack in sufficient time. 

It is with the deepest regret I have to report the failure of 
bo th attacks, which were made two hours before day-light thi~ 
morning. A copy of lieut enant-colonel Fischer' s report, here
wi th enclosed, will enable y our excellency to for·m a tolerable . 
co rrect judgmen t of the ca use of the failure of that attack; 
:had the head of the colmnn, which had entered the place with-
out di lfu:nlty o r opposition, been supported, the enemy mus t \ 
have fl ed from his works, (which were all taken, as was con- J 
templated in the in~truction s , in reverse,) or have surrendered. 11 

The attack on the fort and entrenchments leading from it to 11 

tl1e Jake, was made at th e same moment by two columns, one e 
11nder lieuten1nt-coloocl Drummond, 104th regiment, cnn~isting tj 
of the fl ank companies 4 l ~ t and 104th regiment&, and a body 
of seamen and marines , under captain Dobbs, of the royal li 
navy, on th e fort ; the other und er colonel Scott, 103d, con- t1 
!ist ing ot' t he 103tl regiment, supported by two companies of p 
tlw roy als, was destin ed to att ack the entrenchments. These t 
columns a<h ancvd to th e attack as soon as the firing upon· li 
col onel F ischer's coluru n "'as heard, and su•·cccded after a J 
rl t· spcratc rcsistan cr , in mak1"g a lodgl'ment in th e fort throu~h l i 
t he rmbrazurcs o f the d··uJi . bastio n , the ~un> of whi ch th ey q 
had actually turned again~t <he enemy, '' ho >till maintain ed tho co 
stone build ing, n hen. most un fo rt u ~>atl'ly, some am muniti11 n, rn , 
wh ich had lwen placed untie r thl' plattorm, rau!/. ht fir e from the g 
fir ing of the guns i ' thr rear, an d a mo-t tr t>meudo us cxplo> ion \v) 

followed, l>y which almost a ll the t roops which had cntcrc<.l as 
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the place were dreadfully mangled. Pauic was instantly com. 
municated to the troops, who could not be persuadc1l that the 
explosion was accidental, aud the er~tnny, at the same time, 
pressing forward, and commencing a heavy fire of musketry, 
the fort was abandoned, and our troops retreated towards the 
battery. I immediately pushed out the 1st battalion royals, to 
support and cover the retreat, a service which that valuable corps 
execufed with great steadiuc,s. 

Our loss has been sererc in killed and wounded: and T am 
sorry to add that almo~t all those returned " missing," may 
be considerc1l as wonrllled or killed by the explosion, and left ia 
the hands of the enemy. 

The failure of these most important attacks ha~ been occa
sioned by circumstances which may be considered as almost 
justifying tho momentary panic which they produced, ami 
which introduced a degree of confusion into the columns which, 
in the darkness of the night, the utmost exertions of the 
officers were ineffectual in removing. 

The officers a1~pear invariably to have behaveu with the most 
perfect coolness and bravery; nor could any thinfi <'Xcccd the 
steadiness au!ol order with ·which the advance of licutenant
colenel .Fiochcr's brigade was made, until emerging from a 
thick wood, il found itself suddenly stopped by an ahattis, and 
within a l1eavy fire of musketry an.d guns from behind a for
midable entrenchment. With regard to the centre and left 
columns, under colonl'l Scott and lieutenant-colonel Drummoud, 
the persevering gallantry of b oth offtcers ant..! men, until the 
unfortunate explooion, could not be surp<tssed. Colonel Scott, 
103d, and lieutenant-colonel Drummond, 104th regiments, 
who commandecl the centre and left attacks, were unforfu
natcly killed, and your excellency will perceive that almost 
every oflicer of those columns was either killed or wounded by 
the enemy's fire, or by the cxplo.ion. 

My thauks arc due to the under mentioned officers; viz. to 
lieutenant-colonel Fi,chcr, who commaurlrd the right attack; 
to major Coore, aide de camp to your excellency, who accom. 
}lanied that column; major .Evans, of the king's, commanding 
the advancP-; major Villatic, De Waiteville's; captain Ihsden, 
light company fi9th ; lieutenant Murray, light com p.tny 1 OOth; 
J also beg to add t)1c name of cap a in Powell, of the Glcn~arry 
light in fantry, employed on the >laff as deputy-assistant in the 
<juarlcr-mastcr-:.;tncral's deparfrno·nt, who couductcd licuf l'.nant
colonel Fischl'r's colun1n, and tir5t entered the cucmy's entrench. 
rnen ts, and by hi ~ cool nr ss and gall:tu try particu L1 rl y d i~t in
guishcd himself; major Vi:t »-tc, of De Watteville's re£;imcnt, 
\vho il'd tlr r column of attac •• and l'n'cred the cntn'nchmenf<; 
as did lieutenant YoU II!; of tltc killg'• rcgin .t·llt, ,, ifh auul:l50 

G G 2 



452 APPENDIX. 

Ill en of the light companies of the king's and De W attcvillr·~t 
regiments: captain Powell reports that serjeant Powell, of the 
19th drago·ons, who was perfectly acquainted with the ground, 
1•o!uutecred to act as a guide, and prcccedcd the leading sub. 
division in the most intrepid style. In the centre and ·left 
columns, the exertions of major Smelt, 103d regiment, who 
succeeded to the commaml of the left column, on the death of 
coloucl Scott; captains J.eonard and Shore, of the 104t)t flank 
companies; captains Glew, Bullock, and O'Keefe, 41st flank 
companies; captain Dobbs, reya.l navy, commanding a party 
of volunteer seamen and matines, are entitled to my acknow
ledg.ments (they are all wounded). Nor can I omit mentioning, 
in the strongest terms of approbation, the active, zealous, 
and useful exertions of captain Eliot, of the 103d re~iment, de. 
puty assistant.quarter-master.general, '~ ho was unfortunately 
wounded and taken prisoner; and captain Barmy, of the 89th 
regiment, who had volunteered his services as a temporary assist. 
ant in the engineer department, and conducted the centre ~olumn 
tu the attack, in wltich he received two dangerous wounds. 

To major Phillot, commanding the royal artillery, and cap• 
tain Sabine, who commanded the battery as well as the field· 
guns, and to the officers and men of that valuable branch of 
the service, serving under them, I ha\·e to express my entire 
approbation of their skill and exertiot1s. Lieutenant Charlton, 
royal artillery, entered the fort with the centre column, firt:d 
several rounds upon the enemy from his own guns, and was 
wounded by the explosion. The ability and exertions of lieu
tenant Philpot, royal engineers, anti the officers and men of 
that department, claim my best acknowledgmr:nts. 

To lieutenant-colonel Tucker, who commanded the reserve, 
and to lieutenant-colonel Pearson, inspecting field-officer·, and 
lieutenant-colonel Battersby, Glengarry light infantry, and 
captain Walker, incorporated militia, I am greatly indebted 
for their active and unremitted attention to the security of the 
out-posts. 

To the deputy acljutant .. general, and deputy quarter-master
general, lieu tenant-colonel Harvey, and lieutenant-colonel 
Myers, and to tl1e officers of their departments, n~tpectively, 
as well as to captain Foster, my military secretary, and the 
officers of my personal staff, 1 am under the greatest obliga• 
tions for the assistance they have afforded me. My acknoW• 
lcdgments arc due to captain D'Aison, of the 90th regiment, 
brigade-major to the right division, and to lieutenant-colonel 
Nichol, quarter-master-general of militia, the exertions of 
deputy commissioner-general Turquand, and the officers of 
that department, for the supply of the troops; and the care 
and attention of staff-surgeon O'Maly, and the medical officers 
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of the division, to the sick and wounded, also claim my 
thanks. 

I hal'e the honor to be, &c. 

GORDON DRUMMOND, 
lieutenant-genera}. 

liis excellency sir George Prevost, bart. &c. 

,,,,.,#<#,,,,.,,,.,. 

No. 36. 

From lieutenant-Colonel Fischer to lieuienani-genercll 
sir Gordon Drummond. 

Sm, Camp, August 15, 1814. 
I have the honour to report to you, for the imformation of 

lieutenant-general Drummond, that, in compliance with the 
instructions I received, the brigade under my command, con. 
sisting of the 8th and De W atteville's regiment, the light 
companies of the 89th and lOOth, with a detachment of 
artillery, attacked this morning, at 2 o'clock, the position of 
the enemy on Snake-hill, and, to my great concern, failed in 
its attempt. 

The flank companies of the brigade, who were formed under 
tlte orders of major Evans, of the ki11g's regiment, for the 
purpose of turning the position between Snake-hill and the 
lake, met with a check at the abattis, which \\as found im. 
penetrable, and was prevented by it to support major De 
Villattc, of De Watteville's, and captain Powell of the quar. 
ter-master-general's department, who, actually with a few men, 
l1ad turned the enemy's battery. 

The column of support, consisting of the remainder of De 
Waiteville's and the king's regiment, forming the reserve, in 
marching too near the lake, found themselves entangled be. 
tween the rocks and the water, and, by the retreat of the flank 
companies, were thrown into such confusion, as to renl1er it 
impossible to give them any kind of foJmlation during the dark. 
ness of the night, at which time they were exposed to a most 
galling fire of the enemy's battery, aud the numerous parties in 
the abattis; and I am perfectly convinced that the great num
ber of missing, are men killed or severely wounded, at that 
time, when it was impossible to give them any assistance. 

After day-break the troops formed, and retired to the camp. 
I enclose a return of casualties. 

J. FISCHER, 
Lieutenant-colonel De W atteville's regt. 
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No. 37. 

Return of killed, woumled, and missing, of the right divisio11, 
in tl.e (lssault of Fo1·t-Erie, the l[1lh of .Augud, 1814. 

Killed-Royal artillfry ;-1 rank and file. 
Royal mariue m·tiller.tJ ;-1 rank and file. 
1st, or royal Scots; 1 captain. 
8th, o1· king's own ;-1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 15 rank and file. 
89th light compan.IJ ;-1 rank and file. 
l 03ti •·egimenl ;-1 lieutcnant·cOioncl. 
IOHh rrgimcnt ;-1 licutennnt· cOionc l. 
lValleville's 1egiment ;-1 drummer, 33 rank and file. 

lVmmded-Cenerol staff;-1 cleputy·assibtant-quarter-master-general. 

Hoyol m·titlu:; ;-I rank and file. 
Royallwty;-1 captain, 1 li<·utcnant, I master, 12 seamen . 
Royal marines ;-10 rank and file. 
1st, 01· royal Scots ;-1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 2 scrjeants, 16 rauk 

and fiie. 
Slit, or king's own ;-1 lien tenant, 14 rank ar.d file. 
41st flank companies ;-2 cryptains, I lieutemmt, 1 ensign, 2 serjeants, 

33 rank and file. 
89th li[;hl company ;-I captain, 1 rank and file. 
]00/h lighl company ;-2 tan\; and ftlf'. 
103d regiment ;-1 major. 2 captains, 6 lieutenants, etnign, 10 

serj e~nt~, 1 drummer, 120 rank and file. 
10-lcl/t 1·egiment ;-1 captain, 1 l:cutcnant, ~ setjeants, 2 drummer;, 

23 rank and file. 
H'ollc1!illc's rrgimr11t ;-l scrjc1mt, 26 rank and fil e. 
Glwgcm!} light iufuttlry ;-I rank and file. 

j\]is<ing-Ceucl'ltl staff ;-1 deput y-assist:lnt-quarter-master-gencral, 
Royal artil/11"!} ;-2 rank and filf'. 
Rn.IJ!Ll11a7'.'J ;-1 midshipman, '1 seamen. 
Royal marines ;-~ serjeants, 17 rank and file. 
Jst, or rO.IJcd Scols;-40 tut:k and Iii<'. 
P,th, or king's oren ;-1 sctj ennt, I .5 rank an<l file. 
41stjlank companies ;-1 lieuten ant, l ensig,n, 3 serjeants, ST rank 

and file. 
89th light compan_y ;-3 ra1,k and file. 
lOOth light rol/lpany ·-1 li cutenunt, 2 serjeants, 5 rank and fi le. 
I03d rrgimenf; I capta in, I lic·utenant, I ensign, l adjutant, 30 

scrjeants, 3 drummers, 246 rank and file. 

The number returned missing, the greater part supposed killed 
by tlte explosion of a magazine. 

1 0-llh rc[! imrnt; 1 serjeant, 23 rat k and file. 
lVatt cvillt!s 1egimenl ;-I setjeant, 82 rank and file. 
lncorporated 111ilitw ;-1 rank and file. 

r ulal-l<il/ed;-2 lieutenant-colonds, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, l ser• 
Jeant, I Drummer, 51 rank and file, 
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lVounded ;:-1 deputy-assistant-quarter-master-gcnNal, 1 major, 8 
captams, I J lieutenants. 2 ensi~tns, I master, 12 seamen, 20 ~er
jeants. S orumrners, 250 rank and file. 

Missing ;-1 deputy-assistant·•luancr-master-gencrul, I raptain, S 
lieutrnants, 2 ensigns, I miclshipman, I adjutant, 7 seamen, 41 
serjcants, S drummers, 479 rank ann file. 

Names of offictrs, killcrl, wounded, and missing. 

J(illcd-1 sf, or· ro,t;al Sro 's;-Captaln Torrens. 
Sift re•·imenl ;-Lieutenant. oel. 
1 OJd • egimenl ;-Colonel Scott. 
I 04th rt·~iwrnt ;-Li~utt• nant colonel Drummond. 

1Vozmdcd -General sl"{f;-Cap tni n Powell, deputy-assistnnt-quartcr
mHSter-genernl, sli~ht contusion. 

R'~'lat nnvy ; - Captain Dolobs, lieutenant Ste\'enson, slightly; Mr. 
llarris, ma-rcr·, ~evcrely. 

1st, or •·n_~al Scots ;-Captain Rowan severely; lieutenant Vaughan, 
sli~htly. 

8111 rrgiincnt ;-Lieutenant Young, ~lil'htlv. 
41st jl"nk comj-anics ;-Captai11s Glew aud 13ullock, 5e1·erely; lieute-

nant llai1es, ~~~~htly; ensign Townshend, severely. 
80th ?'Pginunl ;-Captain 13arney, scvcn·ly. 
)00'/' ·tegimcnt;-Voluntcer Fraser, ~e•cre ly. 
103./ 1·egimrnt;-Major Srnolt, sev('rdy; captain Gardiner, •rvcrely; 

captain (.:,,Jeclough, sr ,crdy, nncl pri5oner; lieu1e11a11t Fallon, ~e
,·erel_y; lieutenant CbHrlton, sel'ercly, and pritioner·; lieut<:nant 
Coppage, jun. dang<'rnnsly; lieutenant 1\leap:hcr, slJ~htly; lieute
nants BuJT0\\5 and llazin, seveJ!:Iy; eu~il!n Na~IJ, >el'erely. 

l 04 tit .flarzk companies ;-Captain Leonard, lieutenant 1\l'Laugl!l:.lll, 
5CI'Cr~ly . 

lllissing-Gene1'0l stuff;- Captain Elliot, deputy-assistant-quarter-
master-general. 

Rn_~al Nav!J ;-M1·. Hyde, mid;IJipman. 
41st .flank compm,ies; -Lieutenant Gnrner, ensign Hall. 
JOOt!t ligltt cowpan!J ;-Lir uten ant Murray, wounded and prisoner·. 
103d regiment;- Cnpt.tin Irwin, lieutenant K!lye, ensign lluey 1 

!icutemmt and adjutant Pettit. 
J. HAlt BY, limrt.col. 
Deputy .adju tant-gcncral, 

,,,,,~,,,,.,,,..,,..,. 

No. 38. 

From brigadier-general Gaines 6o the American secretary at 
-z;;ar. 

DEAR STR, 

My heart is gladtlcned with gratitndc to heaven and joy to 
my country, to ha\'C it in my power to inform you, that the 
gallant army, under my command, ha~ this morning beaten th~ 
enemy, commanded by lieutenant-general Drummond, after a 
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severe confiict of ncar three hours, commcnciug at 2 o'clock, 
A.M. They attacked us on each flank, got possession of the 
salient bastion of Old Fl.lrt Erie, which was regained at the 
point of the bayonet with a dreadful slaughter. The enemy',; 
Joss, in killed and prisoners, is about 600-near 300 killed. 
Our loss is co11siderable, but I think not one-tenth part as 
great as that of the enemy. I will not detain the express to 
give you the particulars. I n.m prcp<Lring my force to follow 
up the biow. With great respect and esteem, 

Your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, 

lion. J. Armstrong, Brigadier-general, commanding. 
Secretary at war. 

No. 39. 

From lieutenant-colonel M' Kay to lieutenant-colonel 
ill' Douall. 

Prairie du Chien, Fort 1\I'Kay, 
Sm, July 27, 1814. 

I haYe the l10nor to communicate to you, that I arrived here 
on the 17th instant at 12 o'clock; my force amounting to 650 
men: of which, 150 were Michigan fencibles, Canadian volun
teers, and officers of the Indian department, the remainder 
Indians. 

I found that the enemy hall a small fort, situated on a l1eight 
immediately behind the village, with two blockhouses, per
fectly safe from Indians, and that they had six pieces of can
non, and 60 or 70 effective men, officers included. That, !yin!:{ 
at anchor in the middle of the Mississippi, directly in front of 
the fort, there was a very large gun-boat, called governor 
Clark, gun-boat No. 1, mounting 14 pieces of cannou, some 
6 and 3 pounders, and a number of cohorns, manned with 70 
or 80 men with mu~kcts, and measuring 70 feet keel. This 
floating blockhouse is so constructed, that she can be r~wed in 
any direction, the men on board being perfectly safe from small 
arms, while they can usc their own to the greatest advantage. 

At half-past 12 o'clock, I sent captain Anderson with a flag 
of truce, to in,·ite them to surrender, which tl1ey refused. My 
intention was not to have made an attack till next morning at 
Jay-light; but, it being impossible to coutroul the Indians, I 
ordered our gun to play upon the gun-boat, which she di1l ,\·ith 
a surprizing good effect; for, in the course of three hours the 
time the action lasted, she fired 86 rounds, two-thirds of which 
went into the governor Clark. They kept up a constant fire 
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upon ns, both from the boat and fort. We were an honr be
tween two fires, having wn our gun up within musket-shot of 
the fort, from whence we beat the boat out of her station. She 
cut her cable and ran down the current, and was sheltered under 
the island. We were obliged to desist, it being impossible, 
with our little barges, to attempt to board her, an!l our 'only 
gun in pursuit of her would have exposed our whole camp to 
the enemy ; she therefore made her escape. 

On the 19th, finding there were only six rounds of round 
shot remaining, including three of the enemy's we had picked 
up, the day was employed in making lead bullets for the gun, 
and throwing up two breast-works: one within 700 yards, and 
the other within 450 yards of the fort. At six in the evening, 
every thing being prepared, I marched to the first breastwork, 
from whence I intended to throw in the remaining six rounds. 
At the moment, the first ball was about bein!i put into the caB
non, a white flag was put out at the fort, and immediately an 
officer came down with a note and surrendered. It being too 
late, I deferred making them doliver up thc"ir arms in form till 
morning, but immediately placed a. strong guard in the fort, 
and took possession of the artillery. From the time of our 
Iandin~ till they surrendered, the Indians kept up a constau t, 
but perfectly useless fire, upon the fort; the distance fr om 
whence they fired was too great to do execution, even had the 
enemy been <.xposed to view. 

I am happy to inform you, that every man in the Miohigan 
fencible~, Canadian volunteers, and officers in the J ndian dn. 
partment, behaved as well as I could possibly wish; and, 
though in the midst of a hot fire, not a man was even wounded, 
except three Indians ; that is, one Puant, one Fallsoviue, and 
one Scoux, all severely, but not rlangerously. 

One lieutenant, 2-lth U. S. regiment; one militia captain, one 
militia licutenan t, three serjeants, three corporals, two musi. 
cians, 53 private3, one commissary, and one interpreter, ha~ e 
been made prisoners. One iron 6-pounder, mounted on a gar
rison carriage; one iron 3-poundcr, on a fi chl-carriagc; three 
swivels, 61 stand of arms, four swords, one field-carriage for 
6-pounder, and a good deal of ammunition; 28 barrels of 
pork, and 46 barrels of flour: these arc the principal articles 
found in the fort when surrendered. 

I will now take the liberty to request your particular atten . 
tion to captains Rollette and Anderson; the former for his ac. 
tivity in many instances, but particulatly during fhc action . 
The action having commenced unexpectedly, he ran down from 
the upper end of the village, with his company, through the 
heat of the fire, to receive orders; and before and since, i-n 
tJcing instrumental in preserving the citizen~ from being 'luite 
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ruined by pillaging Indians; and the latter, for his unwearied 
attention in keeping every thing in order during the route, ami 
hi activity in following up the cannon during the action, and 
asssisting in transporting the ammunition. Lieutenant Portier, 
of captain Ander;;on's company; lieutenants Graham and 
Brishois, of the Indian department; captain Dean, of the 
J.>rairie du Chien mililia; and lieutenant Powell, of the Green 
Uay, all acted with courage and activity, so beeoming Cana
dian militia or voluntrers. Thr interpreters also behaved well, 
}Jut particularly l\1. St. Germain, from the Saulte St. Marie, 
and N£. Rouville, :-;coux interpetcr: they aiJsolntely pre
' 'ented their Indians committing any outrage 111 the plundering 
W<Ly. Comn1issary Honore, who acted as lletenarlt in captain 
Rollctte's company, whose singular activity in saving aud keep
ing an exact account of provi~ions, surprised me, and without 
which we mu;,t unavoidably have lost much ol' that essential 
article. The Michigan fencibles, who manned the gun, behaved 
with great courage, coolness, and regularity. As to the ser
jeant of artillery, too much cannot be said of him ; for the 
fate of the day, and our success, were to be attributed, in a 
great measure, to !tis courage, and well-managed firing. 

Since writing the foregoing, a few Sanks have arrive1l from 
the rapids, at the Rock river, with two Canadians, and 
bring the following iuformation : On the 21st instant, six: 
American barges, three of which were armed, were coming up 
ancl encamped in the rapids ; that, in the course of the night, 
the party of Indians having tl,e four bags of gunpowder l sent 
from this on the 17th, reached tltcm. 'fhe bargt,s being en
camped at short distances from rach other, they, on the 22d, 
early in the morning, attacked the lowest, and killed about 100 
perao ns, took five pieces of cannon, and burnt the barge: 
the other barges seeing this disa~trr, and knowing tlH're were 
Britioh troops here, ran off. This is, perhaps, one of tho 
most brilliant adions, fought hy lndialls only, since the com
mencement of the war. I have, &c. 

'V. M'KA Y, lieutenant-colonel, 
Lieut..col. :'11 'Douall, cGmmanding at Michilimacinac. 

No. 40. 

From lieutenant-colonel ~ll' Doualt to sir George Prevost. 

Sm, Michilimacinac, August 14, 1814. 
I ha' e reported to licuteRant.genrral Drummond the parti

culars of the attacl~: made by the enemy on this p{lst on the 4th 
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instant. My situation was embarrassing. I knew tl1at they 
could land upwards of 1000 men; and, after manning the 
guns at the fort, I had only a disposable force of 140 to meet 
them, which I determined to do, in order as much as possible 
to t•ncourage the Indians, and having the fullest confidence in 
the little detachment of the Newfoundland regiment. The 
po~ition I took up was excellent, but at an unavoidable and 
too great a distance from the forts, in each of which I was 
only able to leave 25 militiamen. There were likewise roads 
upon my flanks, every inch of which was known to the enemy, 
by means of the people formerly resiclents of this island, which 
were \dth them. 1 could not atford to detach a man to guard 
them. 

My position was rather too extensive for sucl1 a handful of 
men. The ground was commanding, and, in front, clear as I 
could wish it. On both our flanks and rear, a thick wood. 
)My utmost wi~h was, that the Indians would only prevent the 
enemy from gaining the woods upon our Hanks, which would 
have fo.Jrced them upon the open ground in our front. A na
tural breastwork protected my men from every shot; and I 
)1ad told them that, on a close approach of the enemy, they 
were to pour in a volley, and immediately charge; numerous 
as they were, all were fully confident of the result. 

On the advance of the enemy, my 6-pountler and 3-pounder 
opened a hea'"y fire upon them, but not with the effect they 
should hare had: being not well manned, and for want of an 
;trtillery-otncer, which would have been invaluable to us. They 
mov ed ~lO\~Iyand cautiously, declining to meet me in the open 
ground, but gradually gaining my left flank; which the In. 
diam permitted, even in the woods, without firing a shot. I 
was even obliged to weaken my small front, by detaching the ;\Ii
chigan fcncib lcs to oppose a party of the enemy, which were 
advancing to the woods on my right. I now received accounts 
from major Crawford, or the militia, that the enemy's two 
large ;hips ha.u anchored in the rear of my left, and that troops 
were mol'ing by a road in that direction towards the forts. I, 
therefore, imm cdi<J.tcly moved, to place myself betl\cen them 
11ntl the enemy, anu took up a position etfcctually covering 
them; from whence, collecting the greater pa.rt of the 1 nclians 
who had retired, aliCl taking with mt- major Crawford and 
;1bout 50 militia, I ag:J,in advanced to support ~party of the 
Fallsovine Indians; who, with their gallant chief, Thomas, 
had commenced a spirited attack upon the ~nemy; who, in a 
short time, lost their second itl command and several other 
pllicers; seventeen of which we counted dead upon the field, 
}.Jc&ides what they carried off, and a considerable number 
wo unded. The cncm,r retired in the utmost haste and coufu. 
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siou, followed by the troops, till they fouud shelter under the 
Yery powerful broadside of their ships, anchored within a few 
yards of the shore. They re·embarked that evening, and the 
,·cssels immediately hauled off. 

1 have the honour, &c. 
R, M'DOUALL, lieutenant colonel. 

His cxccll~ncy sir George Prevost, &c. 

No. 41. 

Ji'rum liculcnaul Bulger to licutenwzt.coloncl M 'Douall. 

Sm, Michilimacinac, September 7, ISH. 
I have the honor to report to you the particulars of the cap

ture of the U oiled States' schooners, Scorpion and Tigress, by 
a detachment from this garrison, under the con11i1and of lieute
nant Worsley, of the royal navy, and myself. 

In obedience to your orders, we left Michilimacinac on the 
c-.-ening of the 1st instant, in four boats, one of which was 
manned by seamen under lieutenant Worsley, the others by a 
detachment of the royal Newfoundland regiment, under myself, 
lieutenants Armstrong, and Radenhcrst. "\Ve arrived ncar the 
Detour· about sun-set on the following day; but nothing was 
atlempted that night, as the enemy's position had not been cor
rectly ascertained. The troops remained the whole of the 3d 
ir1~tant concealed amongst the roads, and about 6 o'clock that 
evening began to move towards the enemy. "\Ve had to .row 
about six miles, during which the most perfect order and silence 
reigned. The Indians which accompanie<l us from Machinac, 
were left about three miles in the rear. About 9 o'clock at 
night we discerned. the enemy, and. had. approached to within 
100 yards of them before they hailed us. On receiving no 
answer, they opened a smart fire upon us, both of musketry 
and of the 24-pounrler. All opposition, however, was in vain; 
and in the coNrse of five minutes, the enemy's vessel was 
boarded and carried., by lieutenant Worsley and lieutenant 
Armstrong on the starboard-side, and. my boat and lieutenant 
Radenhurst's on t.he larboard. She proved to be the Tigress, 
commanded by sailing-master Champlin, mounting one long 24-
pounder, and with a complement of 30 men. The defonce of 
this vessel did credit to her officers, who were all severely 
wounded. She had three men wounded and three missing, 
tmpposed to have been killed and thrown immediately over
board. Our loss is two seamen killed, and several soldias and 
~('amen slightly wounded. 

Ou the morning of the 4th instant the prisoners were sent in 
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a boat to Machinac, under a guard, and we prepared to attack 
the other schooner, which we understood was anchored 15 
miles furthor down. The position of the Tigress was not 
altered; and, the better to carry on the deception, the Ame
rican pendant was kept flying. On the 5th instant, we dis
cerned the enemy's schooner beating up to us; the soldiers I 
directed to keep below, or to lie down on the deck, to avoid 
being seen. Every thing succeeded to our wish ; the enemy 
came to anchor about two miles from us in the night; and, as 
day (Ltwned on the 6th instant, we slipt our cable; and ran 
down under our jib and foresail. Every thing was so well 
managed by lieutenant Worsley, that we were within len yards 
of the enemy before they di;- covcred us. It was then too late; 
for, in the course of five minutes, her deck was covered with 
our men, and the British flag hoisted over the A merit:an. She 
proved to be the Scorpion, commanded hy lieutenant Tnrner, 
of the United Slates' navy; carrying one lonr: 24-poundcr in 
her hold, with a complement of 3:2 men. She had two men 
killed, and two wounded. I enclose a return of our killed 
and wounded, and am h;tppy to say that the latter arc but 
slight. 

To the admirable good conduct and management of lieutenant 
Worsley, of the royal navy, the success is to be in a great 
mcasiJre attributed; but I must assure you, that every ofl1ccr 
and man did his duty. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. U. BULGER, 

lieutenant royal Newfoundland regiment. 
To Iieutenant.colonel M'Douall, &c. &c. 

Return of kiHcd and wounded of the troops, employed in the cap
ture of the Uuited States' schooners, Scorpion and T1gress, on th~ 
Sd and 6th of September, 1814. 

RCJyal artillery ;-I rank and file, wounded. 
Royal Newfoundland regiment ;-I lieutenant, G rank and file, woundetl . 

Officer wounded. 

Lieutenant Bulger, slightly. 
N. B. Three senmcu killed . 

.,,.,.,,,,,.,.,,.,,,,. 

No. 42. 

From Si1· George Precast to Ew~l Bathunt. 
Head-quarters, Plattsburg, State of New York, 

MY Lonn, Sept. ll, 1814. 
V poa the arrival ·of the reinforcements from the Garonne, l 

lo~t no time in assembling three brigades on the frontier ol 
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Lower Canada, extending from the river Richelieu to the Sf. 
Lawrence, and in forming them into a division under the com
mand of major-general De Rottenburg, for the purpose of 
carrying into etrect his royal highne~s the prince regent's com
mands, which had been conveyed to me by your lordship in 
your despatch of the 3d of J nne last. 

As the troops concentrated and approached the line of sep~
ration betwem this province and the United States, the Ameri
can army abandoned its entrenched camp on the river Chazy, 
at Champlain; a po,ilion I immediatpJy seized, and occupied 
in force on the 3d instant. The following day, the whole of 
the left division advanced to the village of Chazy, without 
meeling the least opposition from the enemy. 

On the 5th, it halted within eight miles of this place, having 
surmounted the difficulties createrl by the ol»tructium in the 
road from the felling of trees and the removal of bridges. The 
next day the division moved upon Platl;,burg, in two column~, 
on parallrl roads; the right column led by major-general 
Power's urigade, supported by four companies of light in
fantry and a demi -brigade, under major.general llobinwn; the 
left by major-general 13risi.Jane's brigade. 

The enemy's militia, supported by his regulars, atlempl('() lo 
impede the advance of the right column, but they were driven 
before it from all their positions, and the column entered Platts.. 
burg. This rapiJ movement having reversed the strong position 
taken up by the enemy at Dead rreck, it was preci!Jitatcly 
abandoned by him, and his gun-boats alone left to defend the 
ford, and to prevent our restoring the bridges, which had been 
jmpcrfcctly destr()ycd-an inconvenier.ce soon surmounted. 

Here I found the enemy in the occupation of an elevated 
ridge of land on the south branch Ebank) of the Saranac, 
crowned with three strong redoubts and other field works, and 
block-hous('s armed with heavy ordnance, with their flotilla* 
at anchor out of gun-shot from the shore, consisting of a ~hip; 
a brig, a schooner, a sloop, and tell gun-boats. 

1 immediately communicated this ci rcnm;tance to capluin 
Downie, who had been recl·ntly appointed to command the 
vcs!>els t on Lake Champlain, consisting of a ;hip, a brig, two 
sloops, and 12 ~~m-boat~, and requested hh CU-OJ•t'ratiou, and 
in the mean time batteries were cun~tructetl for the guns 
brought fmm the rear. 

On the morning of the 11th, our flotilla was sC'r.ll over the 
isthmus which joins Cumberland-head with the main-lalltl, 

* The Sar:1togn, 26 ~uns; SurprisP, 20 j?_llns; Thunderer, 16 guus; 
Prrhle, 7 j?.llll !:l : 10 ~nn. hmlll', l4 ~uns. 

t Thr Cnuliaure, :36 j!:llll>: Llllllfl, 1,8 guns; Broke, 10 gun~; Shannon,, 
10 ~un>; 1'2 guu·bouls, l(j guu:. 
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steering for Plattsburg Bay. I immediately ordered tltat part 
of the bl'igade under major-general Robinson, which had been 
brought forward, consisting of our light infnntry corn panics, 
third battalion 27th and 76th regi ments, ami major-gen eral 
Power's brigade, consisting of the third, lifth, and the first bat
talion of the 27th and 5~th regim ents, to force the fords of the 
Saranac, and advanc:e, provided with scaling-lalldcrs, to e~caladc 
the enemy's works upon the hei~h ts; this force was placed under 
the command of major.gcncrn.l Robinson. The t>atleries opened 
their fire the instant the ships rna;aged. 

It is now with deep concern I inform your lordship, that not
withstanding the intrepid valor with which captain Downie 
Jed his flotilla iflto action, my most sanguin.try hopPs of com
plete success were, not long afterwards, blasted, by a com
bination, as appeared to us, of unfortunate events, to wl·lich 
11aval warfare is peculiarly exposed Scarcely had his majesty's 
troops forced a passage across the Saranac, and ascended the 
height on which stantl the enemy's works, when I had the 
extreme mortification to hear the sho ut of victory from the 
enemy's works, in consequence of the British Hag being lowererl 
on board the Confiance and Linnet, and to see our gun -boats 
seeking their safety in fiight. Thi · unlooke1l-for event tlc
prived me of the co-operation of the flrct, 'lithout which the 
further prosecution of the service was become impracticable, I 
did not hesitate to arrest th e course of the troop~ .uh•ancin~ to 
the attack, hrcansc the most complete success would hnve been 
unavailing, and the po•scssion of the enemy's work' olferrd no 
advantage to compensate for lhe loss we must have sustained in 
acquiring posses,ion of them. 

1 have ordered the batteries to he dism1nllcd, the guns with. 
drawn, and the baggage, with th e wotrrHkd men who can he 
removed, to be sent to the rear, in order that the truop> m~y 
return to Chazy to-morrow, and on the following day to 
Champlain, where L propo5e to hall until l have ascertained 
the usc the enemy propo-;e makrng of tl•e naval ascendancy 
they have acquired 011 Lake Charnplain. 

I have the honor to transmit hl'r·ewith return~ of the los~ 

sustained by the left dil'isiou of this arm1 in its advance tJ 
Platt~burg, and in forcing a pa5s,tge across the ri1cr Suanac. 

I have the the honor, &c. 

GEORGE P ,UWOST. 
Earl Bathurst, &c. 
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No. 43. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the left division, 
under the command of major-general De Rottenbut·g, in 
action z~ith tlte enemy fr·om the 6th to the 14th of September, 
inclusive. 

Gene1·al stajf;-1 general staff, wounded. 
19th light dragoons; 1 rank and file, 2 horses, wounded; 5 rank and 

file, 6 horses, missing. 
Royal a•·titze,.y; 1 serjeant, 1 rank and file, 1 horse, killed ; S rank 

ancl file, wounded. 
3d foot ;-1 captain, I ensign, killed; 4 lieutenants, 1 serjeant, 34 
rnnk and file, wounded; 2 rank and file missing. 
5th foot ;-I rank and file, killed; I rank and file, wounded. 
8tlt .(not, 2d battalion ;-I rank and llle, wounded. 
13th foot ;-2 rank and file, woundecl. 
27th foot, lsi battalion ;-3 rank and file, killed; I serjeant, 13 rank 

and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file, missing. 
271/t foot, 3d battalion ;-1 serjeant, 2 rank and file, l.illed; 3 ser

jcants, II rank and file, wounded; 4 rank and file, missing. 
491/t foot ;-3 rank and file, wounded. 
~8th foot; 4 rank and file, killed; I captain, 2 lieutenants, I serjeant, 

29 rank and file, wounded. 
76 th foot ;-1 captain, I serjeant, I 0 rank and file, killed : 3 rank 

and file, wouncled; S lieutenants, 2 serjeants, 1 drummer, 20 rank 
aud file, missing. 

88tl! fuot ;-9 rank and file, wounded. 
De 1\Iem·un's •·egiment ;-1 serjeant, 5 rank :md file, killed; I serjeant, 

14 rank and file, wounded; 9 rank and file, missing. 
Canadia11 chassew-s ;-4 rank and file, killed; 10 rank and file, wound

eel ; I lieutenant, 7 rank and file, missing. 
39th (uol. ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 

T~ral ;-2 captains, l ensign, 4 serjeant~, SO rank and file, 1 
horse, killed ; 1 ~e11ernl staff, 1 captain, 6 lieutenants, 7 ser• 
jeants, 1~5 rank and file, 2 horses, wounded; 4 lieutt:nants, 2 
serjeants, 1 drummer, 48 rank and file, 6 horses, missing. 

Names of officers, killed, wounded, and missing. 
Kil!Nl-3dfoot ;-Captain (bre,·et lieutenant-colonel) I. \Villington, 

en»ign J. Chapman. 
76thfoot ;-Captain J. Purchase. 
TVouncled-General stuff ;-Captain T. Crosse, aide de camp to ma• 

j<:Jr-general De Rottenburg, slightly. 
3d .foot ;-Lieutenant R. Kingsbury, severel.v; (since dead;) lieute

nant J. \Vest, severely; lieutenants G. Benson, and J. Jlorue, slightly. 
5Rthfoot ;-Captain L. Westropp, severely; lieutenant C. Brokier, 

slightly ; lieutenant and adjutant-- Lewis, slightly. 

Missing-76th foot;- Lieutenants G. Hutch, G. Ogiil'ie, and E. 
l\1 archington. 

Canadian chasseurs ;"-Lieutenant E. Vigne:m. 
EDWARD BAYNES, 

Adjutant-general North America. 
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No. 44. 

From sit· James Lucas Yeo to 111r. Croker, 

H. M. S. St. Lawrence, Kingston, 
Sm, September 24, 1814. 

I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the 
lord~ commi&sioners of the admiralty, a copy of a letter from 
captain Pring, late commander of his majesty's brig Linnet. 

It appears to me, and I have good reason to believe, that 
captain Downie was urged, and his ship hurried into action, 
before she was in a fit state to meet the enemy. 

I am also of opinion, that there was not the least necessity 
for our squadron ~iving the enemy such decided advantages, 
by going into their bay to engage them. Even had they been 
successful, it would not in the least have assisted the troops in 
storming the batterie>; whereas, had our troops taken their 
batteries fir~t, it would ha,·e obliged the enemy's squadron to 
quit the bay, and give ours a fair chance. 

I have the honor, to be, &c. 
JAMES l .. UCAS YEO, 

Commmodore and commander in chief. 
J. W. Croker, eiq. &c. &c. &c. 

,,,,,.,,,.,.,,,.,,.,. 

No. 45. 

From major-general 1lfacombe to the Amel'ican secretary at 
war. 

S1n, Plattsburg, Sept. 15, 1814. 
The governor-11:rneral of the Canadas, sir George Prevost, 

having collect~cl all the disposable force in Lower Canada, with 
a view of conquering the country as far as Crown Point, and 
Ticonderago, entered the territories of the United States on 
the 1st of the month, and occupied the village of Champlain: 
there he avowed his inttmtions, and issued orders and procLama. 
tions, t!•nding to dissuade the people from their allegiance, ;uHl 
inviting them to fnrnish his army with provisions. He immedi
ately began to impress the waggons and teams in the vicmity, 
and loaded them with his heavy baggage and stores. From this 
I was persuaded he intended to attack this place. 1 had but 
just returned from the lines, whrrc 1 had commanded a fine 
brigade, which was broken up to form the division under 
lnajor-general Jzard, and ordered to the westward. Being 

VOL. JJ H H 
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senior officer, he left me in command; ::1nll, except the four 
companies of the 6th regiment, I had not an organized batta. 
lion among those remaining. Tbe garrison was composed of 
convalescents and recruits of the new regiments, all in the 
greatest confusion, as well as the ordnance and stores, and the 
works in no state of defence. To create an emulation and zeal 
among the oflicers and men in completing the works, I divided 
them into detachments, and placed them ncar the several forts; 
declaring in orders, that each detachment was the garrison of 
its own work, and bourul to defend it to the last extremity. 
'l'hc enemy advanced cautiously and by short marches, and our 
soldiers worked day and night, so that by the time he made his 
appearance before the place we were prepared to receive him. 
General Izard named the principal work Fort.Morcau; and; 
to remind the troops of the actions of their brave countrymen, 
I called the redoubt on the right Fort-Brown, and that on the 
left Fort-Scott. Besides these three works, we hatl t\VO block
houses strongly fortified. Finding, on examining the returns 
of the garrison, that our force did not exceed 1500 effective 
men for duty, and well informed tl1at the enemy hnd as many 
thousands, I called on general l\1 ooers, of the New York 
militia, and arranged with him plans for lJringing forth the 
militia en masse. The inhabitants of the village fled with their 
families and effects, except a few worthy citizens and some boys, 
who formed themselves into a party, received rilles, and were 
exccediugly useful. By the 4th of the month, general Mooers 
collected about 700 militia, and advanced seven miles on the 
Beckman-town road, to watch the motions of the enemy, and 
to skirmish with him as he advanced; also to olJstruct the roads 
with fallen trees, and to break up the bridges. On the lake· 
road, at Dead. creek bridge, 1 posted 200 men, under captain 
Sproul, of the 13th regiment, with ordus to abattis the woods, 
to place obstructions in the roatl, and to fortify himself: to 
this party I added two fieltl-piece • In a(lvance of that ])Osi
tion was lieutenant-colonel Appling, with 110 riflemen, watch
ing the movements of the enemy, and procuring intelligence. 
It was ascertained, that before day-light on the Gth, the enemy 
would advance in two columns, on the tll"o roads bcl'ore men
tioned, dividing at Sampson's a little below Chazy l'illage. The 
colupn on the Beckman-town road proceeded most rapidly; 
the militia skirmished with his advanced parties, and except & 

few braYe men, fell back most precipitately in the greatest 
disorder, notwithstanding the British troops did not deign to 
fire on them~ except by their flan kcrs and ad.vanced patroles. 
The night previous, I ordered major Wool to a~ vance with a ·J 

detaehment of 250 men to support the militia, and se t them au 1 
example of firmness; also captain Leouard, af fhc light-artil-
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lery, was direct<'d to proceed witfl t1vo pieces to be on the 
ground before day; yet he did not make his appearance until 
eight o'clock, when the enemy had approached within two 
miles of the village. \Vith his c:onduct, therefore, I am not 
well pleased. 1\lajor Wool, with hi party, di sputed the road 
with great obstinacy, but the militia could not be prevailed on 
to stand, notwithstanding the exertions of their general and 
staff-officers; although the fi elds were di1·ided by strong stone 
walls, all(! they were told that th e enemy could not possibly 
cut them oiL The state dragoo ns of' New York wear red 
coats; and they being on the heights to watch tho enemy, gave 
comtant alarm to the militia, who mistook them for the enemy, 
and feared his getting in their rea1· 

.Finding thecucmy's columns had penetra.f't•d within a mile of 
Plattsburg, L dc!<patchcd my aide tic camp, lieutenaut H.oot, to 
bring off the tlera<.:hmcnt at Dead creek, ancl to inform lieute
naHt:coloncl Appling that I wi , hl'd him t.o fall on the enemy's 
right flank. The colonel fortunately arrived ju t in time to 
save his retreat, and to fall in with the head of a column de
bouching from th e wood s. llcre he poured in a des tructive 
fire from his riflenwu at rest, a nd continued to annoy t.he 
enemy until he formed a junction with major Wool. The 
ficlcl-picces diu considerablo: execution among the enemy's 
colunms. So ullllauntecl, however, was the enemy, that he 
never deployed iu his whole march, always pressing on in 
column. Finding t.hat evny road was full of troops, crowding 
on us on c. II sides, l ordered the fi(•ld-pieces to rcti re across the 
bridge, and form a battery for its protl'ctioni and tu cover the 
retreat of the infantry , which was accordingly don e, and the 
parties of Appling and Wool, as well as t.hat of Sproul, 
rCtirad, alternately keeping up a brisk fire until they got under 
cover of the works. The enemy's light troops occupied the 
houses n('ar the bridge, and l<rpt up a constant firing fro)m the 
"indows and halconies, and annoyed us mnch. I onf<'red th~m 
to be d ri l<'n ou t with hot shot, which won put the houses in 
tlamcs, aud obliged those sharp-shooters to retire. The whole 
day, until it was too late to sec, the enemy's light troops cMdca
vourt>d to drive our gnn.rtls from the bridge, but they suffered 
tlcarly for their perseverance. An attempt '"a also m:ule to 
cross thl' up per bridge, where the militia h11nd omcly drove 
them hack. The column which marched by the Jake. road was 
tnHch impeded hy the obstructions, ami the remoml of the 
bridge at Dead creek; and, as it p<tsscd the creek and beach, 
the gallie" kt'pt up a lively and ga lling fire. Our troop being 

·.no w all on th t• south si de of th e Saranac, I directed th planks 
to be taken off the bridges anti pilctl up in the form of brNst
work!i, to co.ver our parties intcndet! for di~puting the pa ;Jg(', 

u n 2 
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which afterwards enabled us to hold the bridges agaiitst very 
superior numbers. From the 7th to the 14th, the enemy was 
employed in getting on his battering·train, and erecting his 
battcrici and aprroaches, and constantly skirmishing at the 
bridges and fords. By this time the mili1ia of New York and 
the volunteers of Vermont were pouring in from all quarters. 
I allvi,etl general Mooers to keel' his force along the Saranac to 
prevent the enemy's crossing the river, and to send a strong 
body in his rear to harass him day and night, and keep him in 
continual alarm. The militia llchaved with great spirit after 
the first day, and the volunteers of Vermont were exceedingly 
serviceable. Our regular troop•, notiVithstanding the constant 
skirmishin~, and rrpeatcrl rndeavours of the enemy to eros~ 
the river, kept at their work day and night, slrPn~thcning the 
defences, and evinced a determination to hold out to the last 
extremity. Jt was rcportnl that the enemy only waited the 
arrival of his flotilla to make a. genrral attack. About eight in 
the morning of the 11th, as was expected, the flotilla appeared 
in sight round Cumberland Jlead, and at nine bore down antl 
engaged at anchor in the hay oft' the town. At the same instant 
the batteries were opened on ,,s, and continn l'd thi'Owing bomb
shells, shrapnells, ball!•, and Congrcve rockets, until sun-set, 
when the bombardment ceased, every hattt:ry of the enemy 
being silenced by the superiority of onr lire. The naval en
gagement lasted but two hours, in full view of both armies. 
Three efforts were made by the enemy to pass the river at the 
commencement of the cannonade and bombarclmrnt, with a 
view of as•aultin~ the works, and they had preparctl for that 
pnrpose an immense number of scaling-ladders. One attempt 
to cross wa.s made at the villa,ge b1 id~e, another at the upper 
bridge, and a third at a ford abont three miles from the 
works. At th& two first he was repulserl by 1hc regulars-at 
the ford by tl1c brave voluntt•crs and militia, 11 here he suffered 
severely in killed, woumll'tl, and prisoners : a considerable 
l10dy crossed the stream, but were l'ilher killed, taken, or 
driven baclc The woods at this place were very favorable to 
the operations of the militia. A whole company of the 76th 
regiment was here destroyed, t' c three· li eutenants a:1d 27 men 
prisoners, the captain and the rest killed. I cannot forego the 
Jllcasure of here stating the gallant conduct of captain M'Glassin, 
of the 15th regiment, who was ordered to ford the river, and 
attac~ a party constr-ucting a batter,v on the right of the enemy's 
line, within bOO yartls of Fort-13ro"u, which he handsomely 
executed at midnight, with 50 men; drove off the working 
party, consisting of 150, and defeated a rov£'ring party of the 
same number, killing one officer and six men in the rharge, and 
wounding many. At dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery 
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from the batteries, and raised the siege; and at nine, undl'r 
cover oJ the night, sent olf, in a great hurry, all the baggage 
he could find transport for, and also his artillery. At two the 

· next morning the whole army precipitately retreated, leaving 
the sick and wounded to our generosity; aut! the governor left 
a note with a surgeon, reque~ting the humane attention of the 
commanding-general. 

Vast quantities of provision were left behind and destroyed; 
also an immense quantity or bomb-shells, cannon-balls, gt·ape· 
shot, ammunition, flints, &c. cntrcnchinir tools of all sorts, 
also tents and marquees. A great deal has been found cGn
ceal-ed in ponds and creeks, and buried iu the ~round, and a vast 
quantity carrird e>lf by the inhabitants. Such was the precipi
tance of his retreat, that he arrived at Chazy, a distance of 
eight mile,, before we discovered he had gone. The light 
troops, volunteers, and militia, pur~uecl immediately on Jearn. 
iRg of his flight, ami wme of the mounted men made prisoners 
five dragoons of the 19th regiment, and several others of the 
rear-guard. A continual fall of rain and a l"iolent ;torm pre. 
vented further pursuit. Upwards of 300 deserters have come 
in, and many arc hourly arriving. \Vc have buried the British 
officers of the army anrl navy with the honors of war, and 
shewn every altention and kindness to those who have fallen 
into our hands. The conduct or the ofliccrs, non-commissioned 
officers, and soldiers of my command, during the tryiug occa
sion, cannot uc represented in too high terms. 

ALEX. MACO:MI3. 
The loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, prisoners, and 

deserters, since his lirst appt.-arancc, cannot fall short of '2500. 
lion. 1. Armstl'Oug. 

No. 46. 

Frpm major-ge11eral De "fVatteville, to lieutenant-gene1·al 
Drummond. 

Camp before Fort-Erie, 
Sut, Sept. 19, 1814. 

I have the honor to report to you, that the enemy attacked, 
on the 17th in the afternoon at three o'clock, our position 
before E'ort·Ede, the 2d brigadl', under colonel Fischer, com
posed of the 8th and de \Yatte~ille's regiments, being on duty. 

Under cover of a heavy fire of his artillery from .Fort-Eric, 
and much favot·ed by the nature or the ground, and also by the 
state of the weather, the rain falling in torrents at the moment 
of his approach, the enemy succeeded in turning the right of 
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our line of piquets, without being perceived, and with a very 
considerable force, attack ell both tbe piq nots and support, in 
their flank and rear: at the same time, another of the enemy's 
columns attacked, in front, the piquets between No.2 and No. 
3 batteries, and, having succeeded in penetrating by No. 4 
piquet, part of hi s force turned to his left, nnd thereby sur
rounded our right, ami got almost immediate posses,ion of 
No.3 battery. The enemy then directed his attacks, with a 
very superior force, towards No.2 battery; but the <lhstinate 
nsistauce made by the piquets: under every possible disadvan
tage, delayed considerably his getting possession of No. 2 bat
tery; in which, however, he at last suc.ceedr.d. 

As soon as the alarm was gi~en, the 1st brigade, being next 
for support, composed of the royal Scots, the 82d and 89th 
regiments, under lientenant-coloncl Gordon, received orders to 
march forward; and also the light derni-brigade under lieute
nant-colonel Pearson: the 6th re~imcnt remaining in reserve, 
under lieutenant-colonel Campbell. From the Concession
road, the royal Scots, with the 89th as support, moved by the 
new road, and met the enemy near the block-house, on tho 
right or No. 3 battery; whom they engaged, and, by their 
steady and intrepid conduct, checked his further progress. 
The 82d regiment, and three compauies of the 6th regiment, 
were detached to the left, in order to support Nos. 1 and 2 
balteries. The enemy ha,·ing, at that tunc, possession of No. 2 
battery, and still pushing for" anl, se"en companies of the 82d, 
under major Proctor, and the three companies of the 6th, under 
major Taylor, received directions to oppose the enemy's forces, 
and immediatrly charged them \lith the most intredid bra~ery, 
driving th em back across our entr<'nchments; and also from 
No.2 battery, thereby preventing their destroying it, or da
maging its guns in a considerablt degree. Lieulcnant-coloncl 
Pearson, with the Glengarry light infantry, under lieutcnant
colunel Battershy, pu shed forward by the centre-road, and 
attacked, and carried, with great gallantry, the new entrench
ment, then in full possrssion of the enemy. 

The enemy, being thus repulsed at every point, was forced to 
retire with precipitation to their works, leaving several prisoners, 
nnd a number of their wounded in our hands. By five o'clock 
the entrenchments were again occupied, and the line of piquets 
established, a• it had been previous to the enemy's attack. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of casualfies, and the 
report of the oJTicer !lommancliug the royal artillery, re>pecting 
the damage done l.o the ordnance and the batteries, duriug thll 
time they were in the enemy's po session. 

I have the honor to br, &c. 
L. DE WATTEVILLE, mt~jor-gcn. 

Licut.-gcncral Drummond, &c, 
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No. 47, 

Return of casualties of the right divisicn of the army, in action 
fi!J ilh the enemy j camp before For.t-Erie, Sept. 11, 1814. 

Ro.1Jal a•·tille1:1J ;-9 rank anrl file, missing . 
.Additional gunners, De lVattet•itlc's regiment ;-1 rank and file, 

wounded; 10 r::tnk anrl file, missing. 
1st, m· ro_val Scots ;-8 rank and file, killer!; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 

lieuten11nt, 1 serjeant, 30 rank and file, wounded; 2 serjeants, 15 rank: 
and file, mi ss ing. 

6tlt.foot ;-1 captain, 1 serjeant, 13 rank and file, killed; 1 lieute
uant, 1 serjeant, ~5 rank anrl lile, wounded ; 1 serjeant, 10 rank and 

· file, missing. 
8tltjoot ;-1lieutenant, 1 se~jeant, 1\? r·nnk and file, killed; 1 lieute

nant, 12 rank and file, wounded; 1 captain, llieutenarrt, 1 ensign, 8 
serjeants, 63 rank arrrl file, nri ssi rrg. 

82cl.foot ;-2 serjeants, 10 rank anrl file, killed; 5 captains, 4 lieu
tenant~, 1 ensign, 5 serjeants, 33 rank and file, wounded; 8 rank and 
file, mi,sing. 

89th foot ;-1 rank and file, killed; 1 serjeant, 2 rank and file, 
wounded; 1 serjeant, 19 rank and file, missi ng. 

De Watt11vifle's regiment ;-I lieutenant, 3 serjeanls, 58 rank and 
lile, killer!; 1 lieutenant-col0nel, 1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 4 serjeants, 
1 drun)rncr, 26 r3r.k and file, wounded; 2 m~jors, 3 captains, 2 lieute
nants, 1 adjutant, 1 assistant-surgeon, 9 serjeants, 2 drummers, 146 
rank and iile, missing. 

Glcngtwr'J/ light iujrmtry ;-3 rank and file, killed; l serjeant, 1B 
rank and file, wounded. 

Grand tntal-1 captain, !! lieutenants, 7 serjcants, 105 rank and file, 
killed; 3 lien tenant-colonels, 3 captains, I 0 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 13 
Slirjcants, I dr-ummer, 147 rank and file, wounded; 2 majors, 4 cap
tains, 3 lieutenants, !! eM;igns, 1 adjutunt, 1 assistant-surgeon, 21 ser· 
jeants, 2 drummers, 280 rank an9 tile, miising. 

N am.cs of olfisers. 

Killed. 
6tltfot~t ;-Captain R. D. Patterson. 
3Lh.f(JOt ;-Lieu tenant Barston. 
De Watteville's t·cgimcllt ;-Lieutenant Pelliehody. 

Wounded. 

Royal Scots ;-Lieutenant-colonel J. Gor·don, severely; lieutenant G. 
Ratledge, since dead. 

6t!tfoot ;-Lieutenant A ndrcws, severely. 
8th foot ;-Lieutenant Lowry, severely. 
82d.foot ;-Captain I. l\1 . Wright, since dead; captain E. l\Iarshall, 

slightly; lieutenant If. Pigott, W. Mason, aud Rubert Latham, se
verely; lieutenant G. Harman, slightly; ensign C. Langford, since 
dead. 

De Watteville'3 :-egimeJtt ;-Liewtenant-colooel Fischer, severely; 
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captain Mittelholzer, severely; lieutenant Gingins, severely; lieutenant 
Stei<rer, sli!!lnly; lieutenant La Pierre, severely. 

Staff;-Lieutenaut-colonel Thomas Pearson, inspecting field-officer, 
sever<'ly. 

Missiug-8 /ltfoot ;-Captain Bradbridge, lieutenant M'Nair, ensign 
1\'latthewson. 

De Watteville's regiment ;---Major De Villatte, major Winter, 
wounded; captain Zehendcr, llccken, and Steiger; lieutenant De 
Berry, lieutenant Hecken, wounded; adjutant Thcrmet; as;istaut-sur
geon Gorbea. 

No. 48. 

From lieutenant-colonel Pilkington to lieutenant-general 
sir John C. Sherbrooke. 

Moose Island, Passamaqualldy Bay, 
Sm, July 12, 1814. 

Having sailed from Halifax on the 5th instant, accompanied 
by lieutenant-colonel Nicolls, of the royal engineers , and a de
tachment of the royal artillery, under the command of captain 
Dunn, I have the honour to acquaint your excellency, that 
·we arrived at Shelburne, the place of rendezvous, on the even
ing of the 7th instant, where J found captain sir Thomas Hardy, 
in his majesty's ship Ramillies, with two transports, having on 
board the 102d regiment, under the command of lieutenant
colonel Berries, which had arrived the day before. I did Hot 
fail to lay before Sir Thomas Hardy my instructions, and to 
consult with him the best means of carrying them into e~e
cution. 

As we concurred in opinion that the success of the enterprisr, 
with which we were entrusted, would very materially depend 
upon our reaching the point of attack previous to the enemy' 
being apprised of our intentions, that officer, with his asccus
tomed alacrity and decision, directed the ships of war and 
transports to get under weigh early on the following morning; 
and we yesterday, about 3 o'clock P.M., anchored ncar to 
the town of Eastport. 

On our approach to this island, lieutc>nant Oats (your excel
lency's aide de can1p, whom you had permitted to accompany 
me on this service) was detached in a boat, bearing a flag of 
truce, with a summons, (copy of which is transmitted,) ad
dressed to the officer commanding, requiring that Moose Island 
should be surrendered to his Britannic majesty. This proposal 
was not accepted; iu consequence of which, the tr()ops, which 
\vere already in the boats, pu lled off under the superintendancc 
of captain Sen house, of the royal navy, whose arrangements were 
so judicious, as to insure a suceessful i5sue. But, prc1•ious to 
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reaching the shore, the colours of the enemy on Fort-Sullivan 
were hauled down : and on our landing, the capitulation was 
agreed to, of which the copy is inclosed. 

We found in the fort a detachment of the 40th regiment of 
American infantry, consisting of six officers ami about 80 men, 
under the command of major Putman, who surrendered them
selves prisoners of war. 

This fort is situated on an eminence commanding the entrance 
to the anchorage, and within it is a block-house, and also four 
long 18-poundcrs, one 18-pQund carronade, and four field
piec{ls. The extent of the island is about four miles in length 
and two in breadth, and in a great state of cultivation. The 
militia amount to about 250, and the population is calculated 
at 1500. 

We have also occupied Allen's and Frederick Isl:lnd, so that 
the whole of the islands in this bay are now subject to the 
British nag. 

It is very satisfactory to me to add, that this service has been 
effected, without any loss or casually among the troops em
ployed in it. 

To captain sir Thomas Hardy, I consider myself under the 
greatest obligations; having experienced every possible co-ope
ration, with an offer to disembark, from his squadrom, any 
proportion of seamen or marines which I considered necessary. 

I beg to acknowledge my thanks to you in allo•~ing your aide 
de camp, lieutenant Oats, to accompany me upon this service. 
lie has been a great assistant to me, anJ will },ave the honor of 
delivering this despatch. Ilc has also in his possession tbe colours 
and standard found in Fort-Sullivan. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. PILKINGTON, licut.-col. 

Lieu t.-general dcputy-adj u taut-general. 
Sir J. C. Sherbrook, K. B. 

No. 49. 

From captain Tlardy, R.N., and lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, 
to the American commander at .iHoose Isl(md. 

On board of hi~ majesty's ship Ramillics, off 
Sin, Moose Island, July 11, 1814. 

As we are perfectly appri•ed of the weakness of the fort and 
garrison under your command,and your inability to defend Moose 
Island against the ships and troops of his Britannic majesty 
placed under our directions, we are induced, from the humane 
consideration of avoiding the effusion of blood, and from are-
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gard to you and the inhabitants of the island, to prevent, if in 
our power, the distresses and calamities which will befall them 
in case of resistance. We, therefore, allow you five minutes, 
from the time this summons is delivered, to deeide upon an 
answer. 

In the event of your not agreeing to capitulate on Iiheral 
terms, we shall deeply lament being compelled to resort to 
tl10se coercive measures, which may c;wse destruction to the 
town of Eastport, but which will ultimately assure us possession 
of the island. 

T. M. IIAJtDY, captain of IJ.M.S Ramillic!ii. 
A. PILKINGTON, lieut.-col. commanding. 

To the officers commanding the U nitcd Slates' tr(Jops 
on Moose Island. 

No. 50. 

From major Putman to captain Ilarcly, ancl lieutenant
colonel Pilkington. 

GENTLEiltEN", Fort Sullivan, July 11, 1814. 
Conformably to yotlr demand, I have surrenderell Fort-Sul

livan with all the public property. 
Thi I have done to stop the effusion of blood and in 

consideration of your superior forces. I am, gentlcmon, ~c. 
P. PUTMAN, major, commanding. 

P. S. I hope, gentlemen, every respect will be paid to the 
defenceless inhabitants of this island, and the private property 
of the officers. P. P. 

No. 51. 

Articles of capitulation. 

Artitlc I. The officers and troops of the United States, at 
present on Moose island, are to surrender themselves prisoners 
of 1rar, and arc to dclii'Cr up the forts, buildings, arms, amm11-
11ition, stores, and effects, with exact inventories thereof, 
belonging to the American government; and they arc thereby 
transferred to his llritannie majesty, in the same manner and 
)lOsscssion, as has been held heretofore by the American 
government. 

Art. II. The garrison of the bland shall be pri;oncrs of 
war, 111ttil regularly exchanged; they will march out of the 
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fort with the honors of war, and pile their arms at such place 
as will be appointrd for that purpose; the officers will be per
mitted to proceed to the U nitcd States on their parole. 

No. 52. 

Return of ordnance and sto1·es found in Fort-Sullivan, 
surrendc1·ecl to his majesty's forces under the command of 
lieutenant-colonel Pilkington. 

l1·an guus;-fou1· 18-poundcrs, with standing carriages, side :ll'lns; 
two unscrVJccable 9·puunders, two 12-pounder carronadcs without 
can·inges. 

11T"w.~ guus;-two serviceable and two unserviceable light 6-pounders, 
with tral'elling can·ia~es, side arms, &c. 

Fony-t"o paper c:~rtJ·idg~s. filled with six pounds of powde1·, 5 flannel 
ditto, ditto; 3176 unsen•iccable musket-l.mll cartrid~es. 

Four hundred and fifty·twu loose round 18-pounder shot; fifty-five 
I 8-pounder grape shot, three hundred and eighty-nine loose round 
6-puundcr, ninc1y-five G·pounder case shot. 

Six barre:l s of hurncd powder, containing one hunrlrerl pounds each; 
100 muskets, with l,ayonets, belts, slings, and complete swurds, with 
Lclts, scabbards, &c. 

Seventy-two incon1plete tents, one United States' ensign. 
W. DUNN, capt. royal artillery company. 

No. 53. 

From lieulcnant.gene]'(tl sir I. C. Sherbrooke to e,arl Bathurst. 

Castine at the entrance of the Penobscot, 
MY Lon.n, Sept. 18, 1814. 

I have uow the honor to inform your lordship, that after 
closing my despatch of the 25th ult. in which I mentioned my 
intention of proceeding to the Penobscot, rear-admiral Grif
fiths and myself lost no time in sailing from Halifax, with such a 
naval force as he deemed necessa ry, and the troops as per 
margin, (viz. 1st company of royal artillery, two rille cornpa• 
nics of fnc 7th battalion 60th regiment, 29th, 62d, and 98th 
regiments,) to ac(;Ompany the object we had in view. 

V cry eari y in the morning of the 30th we fell in with the 
Rifleman sloop of war, when captain Pearse informed us, tlHLt 
the United States' frigate, the Adams, had got into the Penob
scot, but from the apprchens;ion of being attacked by our 
croizers, if she remained at the entrance of the river, she h:td 
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run up as high as Hampden, where she had landed her guns, 
and mounted them on shoce for her protection. 

On leaving Halifax it ~as my original intention to have taken 
possession of Machias, on our way hither, but on receiving 
this intelligence, the admiral and myself were of opinion that no 
time should be lost in proceeding to our destination, and we 
arrived here very early on tile morning of the 1st instant. 

The fort of Castine, which is situated upon a peninsula of 
the eastern side of the Penobscot, ncar the entrance of that 
river, was summoned a little after sun . rise, but the American 
officer refused to surrender it, and immediately opened a fire 
from four 24-pouuders upon a small schooner that had been 
sent with lieutenant. colonel Nichols (commanding royal engi
neers) to rccon1witre the work. 

Arrangements were immediately made for disembarking the 
troops, but before a landing could be effected, the enemy blew 
up the magazine, and escaped up the Majetaquadous river, car. 
rying off in the boats with them two field-pieces. 

As we had no means of ascertaining what force the Ameri
cans had on this peninsula, J landed a detachment of the royal 
artillery, with two rille-companies of the 60th llllfl 98th regi
ments, under colonel Douglas , in the rear of it, with orders to 
~ccure the isthmus, and to take possession of the heights which 
command the town; but l soon learned there were no regulars 
at Castine, except the party which had blown up the magazine 
and escaped, and that the militia, which were assembled there, 
had dispersed immediately upon our landing. 

Rear-admiral Griffith and myself next turned our attention 
to obtaining possession of the Adams, or if that could not be 
done, destroying her. The arrangement for this service having 
been made, the rear-admiral entrusted the execution of it to 
captain Barrie, royal navy, and as the co-operation of a land 
force was necessary, I directed lieutenant-colonel John, with a 
detachment of artillery, the ftan k companies of the 29th, 62d, 
and 98th regiments, and one ritle company of the 60th, to a c. 
company and co-operate with captain Barrie on this occasion; 
but as Hampden is 2'1 miles above Castine, it appeared to me a 
necessary measure of precaution first to occupy a post on the 
western bank, which might afford support, if necessary, to the 
force going up the ri vcr, and at the same time prcvcn t the 
armed population, which is very numerous to the southward 
and to the westward, from annoying the British in their opera
tions against the Adams. 

Upon inquiry, I found that Belfast, which is upon the high 
road leading from Hampden to Uoston, and which perfectly 
commands the bridge, w<&s likely to answer both these pur
poses, and I consequently directed major-general Gosselin to 
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occupy that place with the 29th regiment, and maintain it till 
further orders. 

As soon as this was accomplislJCd, and the tide .set·ve•J, rear. 
admiral Griffith directed captain Barrie to proceed to his desti. 
nation, and the remainder of the troops were landed that 
evening at Castine. 

Understanding that a strong parly of militia from the neigl1. 
bouring township had assembled at about four miles from Cas. 
tine, on the road leadin~ to Blue-hill, I sent out a strong 
patrolc on the morning of the 2d, before day-break; on arriv
ing at the place, I was informed that the militia of the county 
was assembled there on the alarm guns being fired at the fort at 
Castine, upon our first appearance; but that the main body 
had since dispersed, and went to their respective homes. Some 
stragglers were however left, who fired upon our advanced 
guard, and then took to the woods; a few of them were maue 
prisoners. No intelligence having reached us from captain 
13arrie, on Saturday night, I mucheu·with about 700 men and 

two light field-pieces, upon Buckstown, at three o'clock, on 
Sunday morning th~ 4th instant, for the purpose of lea.rning 
what progress he had made, and of alfortling him assistance if 
required. This place is about 18 miles higher up the Ponob. 
scot than Castine, and on the eastern hank of the river. H.ear. 
admiral Griffith accornpP..nied me on this occasion, and we had 
reason to befic,•e that the light gnns which had hcen taken from 
Castine were secreted in the neighbourhood of Buckstown, 
We threatened to destroy the town unless they were giveu up, 
and the two brass 3-poundcrs on tmvelling.carriagcs were in 
consequence brought to us in the course of the day, and are 
now in our possession . 

At Buck•town, we received very sati sfactory accounts of 
the success which !Jacl attended the force employed up the river. 
"V e learned that captain Barrie had proceeded from Hampton 
up to Bangor; and the adm iral •cnt an officer in a hoat from 
Bnckstown to communicate with him: when, finding !.here was 
no necessity for the troops remaining longer at lluckstown, 
they marched back to Castine the next d'ly. 

Having ascertainerl that the object of the expedition up the 
Penobseot had been obtained, it was no longer necessary for 
me to occupy Belfast. I, therefore, on th ceveniug of the 6th, 
directed major-general Gosselin to embark the troops, anti to 
join me here. 

Machias being the only phce now remaining where the 
enemy had a post between the Penobscot and Passamaquaddy 
bay, I ordered lieutenant-colonel Pilkington to proceed with a 
detachment of royal artillery and the 29th regiment to ocenpy 
it; aud as naval assistance was required, rear-admiral Griffith 
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directed captain Parker, of the Tcncdos, to co.opctatc with 
lieutenant-colonel Pilkington upon this occasion. 

On the morning of the 9th, captain JJ;urie, with lieutenant
colonel John, and the troops which had been employed with 
him up the Penobscot, returned to Cagtine. It seems, the 
enemy blew up the Adams, OB his strong position at Hampdc!l 
being attacked; but all his artillery, two stands of colours, 
and a standard, with several merchant vessels, fell into onr 
hands. This, I am happy to say, was accomplished with very 
little loss on our part; and your lordship will perceive, by the 
return sent herewith, that the only officer wounded in this 
affair, is captain Gall, of the '29th grcnadiers. 

II crew ith I have the honor to transmit a copy of the report, 
made to me by lieutenant-colonel John on this occasion, in 
which your lordship will be pleased to observe, that the lieute
nant-colonel speaks very highly of the gallantry and good con
duct displayed by the troops upon this expedition, under very 
trying circumstances. And L ueg to call your lordship's atten
tion to the names of those officers upon whom lieu tenant-colo
nel John particularly bestows praise. The enterprise and in
trepidity manifcstrd by lieutenant-colonel John, and the disci
pline and gallantry displayed by the troops under him, rl'fiect 
great honor upon them, and dem;tnd my warmest acknowledg
ments; and I have to request your lordship will take a 
favourable opportunity of bringing the meritoriom and suc
cessful services, performed by the troops employed on this occa. 
sion, uuder the vil•w of his royal highness the prince regent. 

As rear-admiral Griffith will, no doubt, make a detailed 
report of the naval operations on this occasion, I forbear 
touching upon thii subject, further than to solicit yonr lord
ship's attention to that part of colonel Johu's report, in which 
he "attributes the succc ·s of this enterprise to the masterly 
arraugements of captain Barrie, royal navy, who conducted it." 

I have mu ch pleasure in reporting to your lordship, that the 
most perfect unanimity and good understanding has prcvaileJ 
1Jctween thl) naval and milihtry branches of the service, during 
the whole progress of this expedition. 

I feel it my duty to express, iu the strone;c't terms, the great 
obligations I am under to rear-admiral Griffith, for his judi
cious advice, and ready co-operation, on every occa ion. And 
my thanks arc likewise due to all the captains of the ships em
ployed, for the assistance th ey have so willingly afforded the 
troops, and from which the happiest results have been expe
rienced. 

I have reason to be well satisfied with the gallantry and good 
conduct of the troops, and have to offer my thau ks to major
' encral Gosselin, colonel Dougla~, and the commanding oJlicQrS 
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of corps, for the alacrity shown by them, and strict discipline 
which has been maintained. 

To the heads of departments, and to the officers of the ge
neral and of my personal staff, I am much indchtrd for the 
zealous manner in which tl1ey have discharged their respective 
duties. 

Major Addison, my military srcrctary, wi1ll1avc the honor of 
delivering this despatch. lie has been with me dnring the whole 
of these operations, and is well enabled to affurd your lordship 
any information you may require. 

I have entrusted the colours and standard taken from the 
enemy to major Addison, who 11ill rrceive your lordship's C9m
mands respecting the further disposal or thrm; and I take the 
liberty of recommending him a~ a deserl' ing officer to your 
lordship's protection. I have, &c. 

J. C. SriERI3IWOKE. 
N. B. The returns of killecl, wouncled, and missing, and of 

artillery, and of ordnance stores taken, arc ineloscll. 

.,,,,,,,,,,,,,I, 

No.5,!. 

F1·om liellfcnant.colollcl John to lienlcnanl-gc:neral 
sir J. C. Sherbrookc. 

Bangor, on the Penobscot river, 
Sm, Sept. 3, 1814. 

In compliance with your excellency's orders of the J st in
shnt, I sailed from Castine with the detachment of royal artil
lrry, the flank companies of the 29th, 62cl, ancl 98th regi ments, 
and one rifie company of the 7th battalion 60th n ·gilllt'llt, 
which compo ed the force your excellency clid me the hono r to 
place under my commaud, for the purpose of co-operating with 
captain Barrie, of the royal navy, in an expedition up thi:; 
rirrr . 

On the morning of the 2u, having procecued above the to\\'n 
of Frankfort, we discovered some of th e enl;my on their 
march towards Hamden, by the eastern shore, which induced 
me to order brcret-major Crosdaile, with a detachment of the 
98th, and some riflemen of the 60th regiment, under li eutenant 
'Va1lace, to land and intercept them, which was accomplished; 
and that detachment of the enemy (as J have siuce learn~d) 
were prevented from joining the main body as>emblcd at Ham. 
den. On this occasion the enemy had one man killed, ami 
some wounded. 1\Iajor Crosdailc re.cmbarked wi thout any 
lobs. \V c arrivcu off Bald Head cove, three miles distant 
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from Hamden, about five o'clock that evening, when captain 
Barrie agreed with me in determining to land the troops imme
diately. Having discovered that the enemy's piquets were acl
' 'antageously posted ou the north side of the cove, I dircete(l 
brevet-major Riddle, with the grenadiers of the 62d, and cap
tain Ward, with the ritle company of the 60th, to dislodge 
them, and tal1e up that ground, which duty was performed 
under major Riddle's directions, in a most complete and satis
factory manner, by a.hout se,·cn o'clock; and before ten at 
night, the \\-hole of the troops, including 80 marines under 
captain Carter, (whom captain Barrie had done me the honor 
to attach to my command,) were landed and bivouacked for the 
nigh t, during '~hich it rained incessantly. We got under arms 
at five o'cloek this morning, the rifle-company forming the 
advance under captain Ward; brevet-major Keith, with the 
light company of the 62d, bringing up the rear, and the detach
ment of marines, under captain Carter, moving upon my 
flanks, while captain Barrie, with the ships and gun-boats 
under his command, advanced at the same time up the river, on 
my right, towards Hamdrn. In addition to the detachmrnt of 
royal artillery under lieutenant Garston, captain Barrie had 
landed one 6-poundt:r, a 5~ - inch-howitzer, aud a rocket appa
ratus, with a detachment of sailors under lieutenants Symonds, 
Botely, and Slade, and Mr. Sparling, master of his majesty"> 
ship l3ulwark. 

The fog was so thick, it was impossiLie to form a correct idea 
of the features of the country, or to reconnoitre the enemy, whose 
number were rt·ported to be 1400, under the commanci of briga. 
dier-gcneral 131ake. 13ctwt'cn &even and eight o'clock, our 
skirmishers in advance were so sharply engaged with the enemy, 
as to induce me to send forward one-half of the light company 
of the 291h regiment, under captain Coakcr, to their support. 
The column had not advanced much further, before I disco
vered the enemy drawn out in line, occupying a very strong and 
advantagcuus po:;ition in front of the town of Hamden, his left 
flauked by a high hill commanding the road and river, on which 
were mounted several heavy pieces of cannon; his right eAtend. 
ing considerably beyond our left~ resting npon a strong point 
d'appui, "ith an 18-pounder and some light field-pieces in 
advance of his centre, so pointed as completely to rake the 
road, and a narrow bridge at the foot of a hill, by which we 
were obliged to advance npon his position. As soon as he per
ceived our column approaching, he opened a very heavy and 
continued lire of grape and musquetry upon us; we however 
soon crossed the bridge, deployed, and charged up the hill to 
get possession of hi s guns, one of which we found had already 
fallen into the hands of captain \-Yard's riflemen in advance. 
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The enemy's fire now began to slacken, and we pusl1ed on 
rapidly, and succeeded in driving him at all points from his 
position; while captain Coaker, with the light company of the 
29th, had gained possession of the hill on the left, from whence 
it was discovered that the Adams frigate was on fire, and that 
the enemy had deserted the battery which defended her. 

We were now in complete possession of the enemy's position 
above, and captain .Barrie with the gun -boats had secured that 
below the hill. Upon this occa,ion 20 pieces of cannon fell 
into our hands, of the uaval and military force, the return of 
which I enclose; after which captain Barrie and myself deter
mined on pursuing the enemy towards Bangor, which place we 
reached without opposition; and here two brass 3-pounders, 
and three >tands of colours, fell into our possession. Briga
dier-general Blake, also in this town, surrendered himself pri
soner; and, with other prisoners to the amount of 121, wc•e 
admitted to their paroles. Eighty prisoners taken at Hamden 
are in our custody. The loss sustained by the enemy I have 
not had it in my power correctly to ascertain, report states it 
to be from 30 to 40 in killed, wounded, and missing. 

Onr own loss, I am happy to add, is but small; viz. l rank 
and file, killed; 1 captain, 7 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank 
and file, missing. Captain GcU, of the 29th, was wounded 
when leading the column, which deprived me of his active and 
useful assistance; but, I am happy to add, he is recovering. 

I cannot close this despatch without mentioning, in the 
highest terms, all the troops placed under my command. They 
have merited my highest praise for their zeal and gallantry, 
which were conspicuous in the extreme. I feel most particu
larly indebted to brevet-major Riddall, of the 62d regiment, 
second in command; to brevet-major Keith, of the same regi
ment; brevet-major Croasdaile and captain M 'Pherson, of the 
98th; captains Gell anrl Coaker, of the "l9th; arHl captain 
Ward, of the 7th battalion 60th regiment. The royal artillery 
was directed in the most judicious manner by lieutenant Gars
ton, from whom I derived the ah lest support. l cannot speak 
too highly of captain Carte•· and the otTicers and marines under 
his direclions. He mo,·ed thc·m in the a blest manner to the 
annoyanc <~ of the enemy, and so as to meet my fulle,t approval. 

Nothing could exceed the Zl'al and perseverance of lieute
nants Symond~, Bl'ltely, and Slade, and l\lr. Sparling, of the royal 
navy, with the detachment of seamen uncler their command. 

From captain Barrie I have received the ablest as,istancc and 
support; and it is to his masterly arrangement of the plan that 
I feel indebted for its success. Nothing could be more cordial 
than the co-operation of the naval and military forces on thii 
aervice in every instanee. 

VOl,. II. I I 
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Captain Carnagie, of the royal n!J.vy, who most handsomdy 
volunteered his services with this expedition, was in action with 
the troops at Hamden; and I feel most particularly indebted to 
:him for his exertions and the assistance he afforded me on this 
occasion. I am also greatly indebted to lieutenant Du Chate
let, of the 7th battalion, 60th regiment, who acted as major of 
brigade to the troops, in which capacity he rendered me very 
'essential service. I have the honor, &c. 

HENRY JOHN, lieut,.col. 

No •• 55. 
Return of ordnance and stores taken. 

Castine, Sept. 10, 1814. 
~um;-4 iron 24-pounders, 27 iron (ship) 18-puunders, 4 12-poun. 

ders, 4 brass !!-pounders. 
Carriagts;-4 traversing 24-pounders, 8 standing 18-pounders, ! 

travelling 12-pounders with limbers, 4 travelling 3-pounders with 
limbers. 

Sponges ;-8 24-pounders, 20 18-pounden, 2 12-pounders, 4 3-poua• 
ders. 

Ladles;-2 24-pounders, 3 12-pounders, 1 3-pounder. 
Wadhooks:-~ 24-pounders, 3 12-pounder~, 1 8-pounder. 
Shot ;-236 round 24-pounders, 500 round 18-pounders. 1 ammu

nition-waggon, 1 ammunition-cart. 12 common handspikes. 40 bar· 
rels of powder. 

Wads ;-20 24-pounders, 70 18-pounders. 
N. B.-The magazine in fort Castine was blown up by the enemv. 
The vessPI on board of which the powder was, ran on shore, and the 

whole destroyed. 
Eleven of the 18-pounders were destroyed by order of lieutenant• 

colonel John, not having time to bring them off. 
GEORGE CRAWFORD, major, 

l,..ieut •• gen. Sir J. C. Sherbrooke. commanding royal artil. 

No. 56. 
Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the affair 

at Hamden, on the 3d of September, 1814, with the force 
under the command of lieutenant-colonel John, 60th re~:i
ment. 
Killed.-29th regiment ;-1 rank a11d file. 
Wounded--29th regiment ;-1 captain, 2 rank and file. 
62d regiment ;-1 rank and file. 
98th regiment ;-4 rank and file. 
Missing-69.d regiment ;-1 rank and file. 
Name of officer wounded-29th regiment ;-Captain Gell, severely 

(11ot dangerously). 
A. PILKINGTON, Dcp •• adj •• gen. 
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No. 57. 

Ft·om lieutenant-colonel Pillcington to lieutenant-general sir 
J. C. She7'brooke. 

Sm, Machias, Sept. 14, 1814 • 
.I have the honor to acquaint your excell.,ncy, that I sailed 

from Penobscot bay, with the brigade yon was pleased to place 
under my command . consistin:~; of a detachment of royal artil
)ery, with a howitur, the ha ttalioa com panic~ of the '29th regi
IDI!nt, aud a party of tht> 7th battalion cf the 60th foot, on the 
moruing of the 9th imtant; and an:ived at Buck's harbor, 
about 10 111iles from this place, ou the following evening. 

As the en(•my fin·d s•·veral alarm guns on our approaching 
the shore, it wa~ t•vidclll he was apprcl•cnsive of an attack : I 
therefore deemed it expedi!'nt to dist'mhark the troops with as 
little delay a~ possible; and raptain Hyd<> Parker, command. 
ing the naval force, appointed captain Stanfell to superintend 
this duty, aud it was executed by that ollicer with the uLmost 
promptitude aud dt'cisiou. 

Upon reaching the shore, I a'certained that there was only a 
pathway through the woods by which we could advance and 
take Fort O'Brien and the battery in reverse; and as the guns 
of these works commanded the passage of the river, upo11 
which the town is situatPd, I decided upon possessing oursclvea 
of them, if practicable, during the night. 

We moved forward at ten o'clock P.M. and, after a most 
tedious and haras~ing march, only arrived near to the forf at 
breal< of day, although the distance does not exceed five miles. 

The advanced guard, which consisted of two wmpanies of the 
~9th regiment, and a de(achment of riflemen of the 60th regi. 
ment, under major Tod, of the former corps, immediately 
drove in the enemy's piquets, and upon pursuing him closely, 
found the fort had been evacuated, leaving their colours, abou~ 
five minutes before we entered it. Within it, and the battery, 
there arc two 24- pounders, three 18-pounders, several dis. 
mounted guns, and a block-house. The party which escaped 
amounted to about· 70 men of the 40th regiment of American 
infantry, and 30 of the embodied militia; the retreat was so 
rapid that 1 was not enabled to take any prisoners. I unde. 
stand there were a few wounded, but they secreted themselves 
in the wood. 

llaving secured the fort, we lost no time in advancing upon 
Machias, which was taken without any resistance; and abo two 
fi'cld-pieces. 

The boats of the squadron, nndt•r the command of licutrnant 
.Eouchier, of the royal navy, and the royal mar~ncs, under 

I I 2 
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lieutenant Welchman, were detached to the eastern side of the 
river, and were of essential service in taking two field-pieces in 
that quarter. 

Notwithstanding that the militia were not assembled to any 
extent in the vicinity of the town, I was making the necessary 
arrangements to advance into the interior of the country, when 
I received a letter from brigadier-general Brewer, commanding 
the district, wherein he engages that the militia forces within 
the county of Washington shall not bear arms, or in any way 
serve against his Britannic majesty during the present war. A 
similar offer having been made by the civil officers and princi
pal citizens of the county, a cessation of arms was agreed upon, 
and the €ounty of Washington has passed under the dominion 
of his Britannic majesty. 

I beg leave to congratulate you upon the importance of this 
accession of territory which has beeu wrested from the enemy; 
it embraces about 100 miles of sea-coast, and includes that 
intermediate tract of country which separates the province of 
New Brunswick from Lower Canada. 

We have taken 26 pieces of ordnance, (serviceable and un
serviceable,) with a proportion of arms and ammunition, returns 
of which are enclosed; and I have the pleasing satisfaction to 
add, that this service has been effected without the loss of a 
man on our part. 

I cannot refrain from expressing, in the strongest manner, 
the admirable steadiness and good conduct of the 29th regiment, 
under major Hodge. The advance, under major Tod, are also 
entitled to my warmest thanks. 

A detachment of 30 seamen from his majesty's ship Bacchante, 
under Mr. Bruce, master's mate, were attached to the royal 
artillery, under the command of lieutenant Daniel, of that 
corps, for the purpose of dragging the. howitzer, as no other 
means could be procured to bring it forward; and to their 
unwearied exertions, and the judicious arrangement of liente
llant Daniel, I am indebted for having a 5f inch howitzer 
conveyed through a country the most diflicult of access I ever 
witnessed. 

To captain Parker, of his majesty's ship Tencdos, who 
commanded the squadron, I feel every obligation; and I can 
assure you the most cordial under& tanding has subsisted between 
the two branches of the service. 

l have the honor to be, &c. 

A. PILKINGTON, 

lieut.-col. dep. adj.-gen. 

To li..:ut.-gen. Sir J. C. Sherbrookc, K. B. &c. 
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lteturn of ordnance, arms, ammunition, &c. taken at Machias by tlu: 
troops under the command of lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, 11th 
Septemher, 1814. . 

Ot·dnance- F(lrt 0' Brien ;-2 l 8-pounders, mounted on garrison car
riages, complete; 1 18-pounder carronatle, mounted on garrison car
riage, complete; 1 serviceable dismounted 21-pounder; 1 dismour.ted 
sen·iceable IS-pounder carronade. 

Point Battery ;-2 24-pounders, mounted un garrison carriages, 
complete. 

East Machias ;-2 brass 4-pounders, mounted, and harness, complete. 
Machias ;-2 ii"On 4· pounders, on travelling carriages, complete; 5 

24-pounders, 10 18-poundet·s, rendered partly unserviceable by the 
enemy, and completely destroyed by us. 

Total-26 . 
.Arms;-164 muskets, !)fl bayonets, 100 pouches, 41 belt, 2 drums. 
A4mrmmition ;-20 bar·rels of serviceable gunpowder. 
75 paper· cartridges ftlled for 18 and 24-pounderii. 
!<!!'!38 musket-ball cartridges. 
S barrels of grape and case-shot. 
553 round shot for 18 and 24-pounders. 
6 ke?:s of gunpowder, 25lbs each. 
~ paper cartridges filled for 4,-pounders. 

J. DANIEL, Iieut. royal artil .• 

###llll#lll#l##l' 

No. 58. 

Ft·om rear-admiral Griffith to vice-admiral Cochrane. 

H.M.S . Endymion, off Castine, entrance of th.: 
SIR, Penobscot river, September 9, IIH4. 

My letter of the 23d of August from Halifax, by the Rover, 
will have made you acquainted with my intention of accom
panying the expedition, then about to proceed under the 
command of his excellency sir John Coape Shcrbrookc, ICB. 
for this place. 

I have now the honor to inform you, that I put to sea on 
the 26th ultimo, with the ships and sloop namcclin the margin,* 
and ten sail of transports, having the troops on board, and ar
rived off theMetinicus Islands on the morning of the 31st, where 
I was joined by the Bulwark, 1'enedos, Rifleman, Peruvian, 
and Picton. From captain Pearce, of the Ritlcmau, I learned 
tbat the U nVed States' frigate Adams had, a few days before, 
got into Penobscot; but not considering herself in safety there, 
had gone on to Hamden, a place 27 miles higher up the river, 
where her guns had been landed, and the position was forti fy
ing for her protection. 

Towards evening, the wind being fair and the w cath~ 

• Dra,on, Endymion, Bacchante, and Sylph. 
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favorable, Ute fleet made sail up the Penobscot Bay, captain 
Parker in the Tenedos leading. We passed bctwePn th(• Meti
nicus and Green i:.lands about midni,ght; and steerin~ through 
the channel formed by the Fox's islands and Owl's head, ran 
11p to the eastward of Long island , and found onrselvcs at day. 
light in the mo.-ning in sight of the fort and town of Castine. 
As we approached, some shew of re~i s tance wa~ made, and a 
few shots were fired; but the fort wa won after abandoned and 
blown up. At about 8 A.M. the mt>n of war and transports were 
anchored a little to the northward of the peninsula of Castine, 
and the smaller vessels taking a station nearer in for covering 
the landing, the troops were put on ~bore, and took possesoion 
of the town anrl works without opposition. 

The general wish ing to occupy a post at Belfast, on the 
western side of the bay, (through which the high road from Boston 
runs,) for the purpose of cutting off all communication with 
that side of the courttry, the Hacchante and Rifleman were de
tached with the troops destined for this SC'r• ice, and quiet 
possession was taken, a111l held, of that town, as long as was 
thought necessary. 

Arrangements were immediately made for attackin~ the fri
gate at Hamden, and the general having proffered every military 
assistance, 600 picked men, under I he command of lieutenant
colonel John, of the 60th regiment, were embarked the same 
afternoon, on board his majesty's sloops P eruvian and Sylph, 
and a small transport. To this force were added the marines of 
the Dragon, and as m11ny armed boats from the squadron as was 
thought necessary for dis em barking the troops and coveriug their 
Iandin~]:, and the whole plaeed under the command of captain 
Barrie, of the Dragon ; and the lieutenant-colonel made sail up 
the river at 6 o'clock that evening. 

I have the honour to encJo,e captain Barrie's account of his 
proceedings; and, taking into co11sideration the enemy's force, 
and the forntidable strength of his position , too mnch praise 
cannot be given him, and the officers and men under hi; com. 
mand, for the jnrlgm.·nt, d~:cision, and gallantry, with which 
this little enterpri:;e has been achieved. 

So soon as accounts were received from captain Barrie, that 
the Adams was destroyed, aJHI tl1e force assembled for her pro. 
tcction dispersed, the troop~ stationed at Bl'ifast were embarked, 
and arrangements made for sending them to take possession of 
Machias, the only place or.cupil'd by the enemy's troops, 
between this and Passamaquaddy bay. I directed captain Par
ker, of H. M.S. Tenedos, to receive on board lieutenant-colonel 
Pilkington, depnty-adjut lilt-general, who is appointed to com
mand, and a small detachment of artillery and riflemen, and to 
*ak:: nuder his comman!l the B'!-cChilonte~ R,ifi!lman) and Pictoq 



APPtNDIX. 487 

schooner, and proceed to the attack of that place. He sailed 
ou the 6th instant, and most likely, by this time, the troops are 
in possl'ssion of it. After destroying the defences, they are 
directed to return here. 

The inhabitants ofscveral townships east of this, have sent de· 
putations here to tender thei.r submission to the British autho. 
rity : and such of them as could give reasonable security, that 
their arms would be used only for the protection of their per
sons and property, have been allowed to retain them. Thit 
indulgence was absolutely necessary, in order to secure the 
quiet and unolfending against violence and outrage from their 
less peaceable neighbours, and far the maintenance of the peace 
aml tranquillity of the country. All property on shore, bo7lll 
fide belonging to the inhabitants of the country in our posses
sion, has been respected. All public pl'operty, and all property 
a-float, have been confiscated. 

Sir John Sherbrooke, conceiving it to be of importance that 
the government should be informed, without delay, of our suc. 
cesses here, has requeiited that a vessel of war may take hili 
despatches to England. 

I have in compliance with his wishes, appropriated the Martin 
for that service, and captain Sen bouse will take a copy of thia 
letter to the secretary of the admiralty. 

I have honor to be, &c. 
EDWARD GRIFFIT.U. 

To vice-admiral the bon. 
air Alexander Cochrane, K.B., &c. 

No. 59. 

From captain Bm·rie to rear-admiral Gri.ffith. 

ILM. sloop Sylph, off Bangor, in the Penobscot, 
Sm, September 3, 1814. 

Having received on board the ships named, in the margin,* 
a detachment of 20 men of the royal artillery, with one 5f-inch 
howitzer, commanded by lieutenant Garsten ; a party of 80 
marines commanded by captain Carter, of the dragon; the 
flank companies of the 29th, 62d, and 98th regiments, under 
the command of captains Gell and Caker; majors Riddall, 
Keith, and Croasdaile, and captain Macpherson ; also, a rifle 
company of the 7th battalion of the 60th regiment, commanded 
by captain Ward ; and thew hole under the orders of lielltenant-

* H. M, S. Pcru'Yian and Sylph, Drar;on tender, noel the Harmony 
transpo1t. 
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colonel John, of the 60th regiment; I proceeded, agrl!eably t~ 
your order, with the utmost despath, up the Penobscot. Light 
variable winds, a most intricate channel, of which we were 
perfectly ignorant, and thick foggy weather, prevented my ar
riving off' Frankfort before 2 P.M. of the 2d instant. Here 
colonel John and myself thought it advisable to scud a message 
to the inhabitants; and, having received their answer, we 
pushed on towards Hamden, wl ere we received intelligence that 
the enemy had strongly fortified himself. On our way up, se
veral troops were observed on the east side of the river, making 
for Brewer: these were driven into the woods, without any loss 
on our 5ide, by a party under the orders of major Croasdaile, 
and the guns from the boats. The enemy had one killed, and 
several wounded. 

At 5 P.M. of the 2d instant, we arrived off Ball's-hcad cove, 
distant three mil es fr0m Hamden. Colonel John aud myself 
]andcrl on the south side of the C0\'C to reconnoitre the ground, 
and obtain intelligence. Having gained the hills, we discovered 
the enemy's piquets ad'l'antageously posted nea r the highway 
leading to Hamc~en, on the north side of the cove. 
· \V e immediately determined to land 150 men, unuer major 
Riddall, to drive in the piquet~, and take up their ground. 
This object was obtained by 7 o'clock; and , notwith&tanding 
every difficnlty, the whole of the troops were landed on the 
north side of the covo hy 10 o'clock ; but it was found impossi· 
ble to land the artillery at tile same place. The troops bivou
acked on the grtnllld taken possession of by major ltiddall. It 
rai ned incessantly during the night. At day-break this morn. 
ing, the fog clcarcu away for about a quarter of an hour, ~ hich 
enabled me to reconnoitre the enemy by water ; and I found a 
]an din~-place for the artillery about two-thirds of a mile from 
Ball'o-head. Olt' this place the troops halted, till the artillery 
were mounted; and, by 6, the'' hole advanced to,\ard~ Hamden. 

The boats under th e immediate command of lieutenant Ped
let·, the first of the Dragon, agreeably to a previous arrange
ment with colonel John, advanced in line l\ith the right flank 
of the army. The Peruvian, Sylph, Dragon's tendor, and 
Harmony transport, wcrl' kept a little in the rear in rcscn-c. 

Our information stated the enemy's force at 1400 men, and 
he hac! choS(·n a most excellent position on a high hill. About 
a quarter of a mile to the southward of the Adams' frigate, 
l1e hall mounted eight HI-pounders. Thi~ fort was calculaled 
to command both the hi gh way, by \\ hich our troops had to ad
vance, and the rivrr . On a wharf close to !he Adams, he had 
mounted fifteen 18-potmders, which completely commanded 
1 he river, which, at this place, is not above three cables' lengths 
'cfide, and the land on each ~ilie i~ lti5h and well wooded. 
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A rocket-boat, under my immediate direction, but ma
'llreuvrrd by .Mr. Gin ton, gunner, and Mr. Small, midshipman, 
()f the Dragon, was advanced about a quarter of a mile a-h~ad 
of the line of boats. 

So soon as the boats got within gun-shot, the enemy opened 
his fire upon them from the hill and wharf, which was warmly 
returned. Our rockets w~;re generally well-directed, and evi
dently tltrew the enemy into confusion. Meantime, our troops 
.stormed the hill with the utmost gallantry. Before the boats got 
within good grape-shot distance of the wharf-battery, the enemy 
set fire to the Adams, and he run from his guns the moment our 
troops carried the hill. 

I joined the army about ten minutes after this event. Colonel 
John and myself immediately determined to leave asuffieientforce 
in posse>sion of the hill, and to pursue the enemy, who was then 
in sight on the Ban got· road, flying at full speed. The boats and 
ships pushed up the river, pt·eserving their original position with 
the army. The enemy was too nimble for us, anu most of them 
escaped into the woods on our left. 

On approaching Bangor, the inhabitants, who l1ad opposed 
us at Hamden, threw o1rtheir military character; and, as magi
strates, select men, &c. made an unconditional surrender of 
the town. llere, the pursuit stopped. About two hours after
wards, brigadier-general Blake came into the town to deliver 
]Jim, t'lf as a prisoner; the general, and other prisoners, amount
ing to 19 l, were admitted to their parole. 

En closet!, I have the honor to for wan] you lists of the vessels 
we have captured or destroyed, and other nPcessary reports. I 
am happy to inform you, our loss consists only of one sea.man, 
belonging to the Dragon, killed; captain Gell, of the 29th, 
and seven privates, wounded; one rank and life, missing. 

1 cannot close my report, without expressing my hi~hest ad
miration of the very gallant cunduct of colonel John, and 
the officers and soltlien under his command; for, exclusive of 
the battery u'fot·e-mentioned, they had difficulties to contend 
with on their left, which did not fall under my ob~ervation, as 
the enemy's field-pi eces in that direction were masked. The 
utmost cordiality existed between the two services; and I 
shall ever feel ohliged to colonel John for his ready co-opera
tion in eYery thiug that was proposed. The officer and men 
bore the privations, inseperable from our con lined means of 
accolllmodation, with a cheerfulness that entitles them to my 
warmest thanks. 

Though the enemy ahamloned his batteries before the ships 
be brought to act against them, yet I am not less obliged to 
.captains Kiptwn and Djckens, of the Peruvian and Sylph ; 
actiJlg-lieutenant Pearson, who commanded the Dragon's ten. 
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der; lieutenant Woodin, of the Dragon; and Mr. Barnett, 
ma,ter of the Harmony ; their zeal and indefatigable exertions 
in bringing up their vessels, through the most intricate naTiga. 
tion, were eminently conspicuous. Colonel John speaks highly 
in praise of captain Carter, and the detachment of royal rna. 
rines under his orders; and also of the seamen attached to the 
artillery, under the command of lieutenants Simmonds, Mot
ley, L. State, and Mr. Spurling, master of the Bulwark. 

I have, on other occasions of service, found it a pleasing 
part of my duty to comm <' nd the services of lieutenant Pt;dler, 
first of the Dragon ; iu this instance, he commanded the boat. 
part of the expedition most fully to my satisfaction; he was 
ably second ·d by li r utenants Perceval, of the Tenedos, and Or. 
mond, of the Endymion ; and .Mr. Ansel, master's mate of the 
Dragon; this last gentleman has passed his examination nearly 
five years, and is an active officer, well worthy of your patron
age; but, in particularising him, I do not mean to detract from 
the oTher P"tty-officers and seaman employed in the boats; for 
they all most zealously performed their duty, and are equally 
entitled to my warmest acknowledgments , I am also most 
particularly indebted to the active and zealous exertion of lieute
nant Carnegie, who was a volunteer on this occasion. 

I can form no estimate of the enemy's absolute loss. From. 
different stragglers I learn, that, exclusive of killed and mis
ting, upwards of 30 lay wounded in the woods. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ROBERT BARRIE, capt of H.M.S. Dragon. 

No. 60. 

CAPITULATION. 

f'o caplrlin llyde Parker, commanding the naval force, and 
lieutenant-colonel Andrew l!illcington, commanding the land 
fm·ce of his Britannic majesty, now at Machias. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The forces under your command having captured the forts in 
the neighbourhood of Machias, and taken possession of the 
territory adjacent within the county of Washington, and the 
!ituation of the county being such between the Penobscot river 
and the Passamaquaddy bay, as to preclude the hope that an 
adequate force can be furnished by the United States for its 
protection, we propose a capitulation, and ofler for onrsel vcs, 
and in bihalf of the officen aud 11oldierli of the brigade withla 
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the county of Washington, to give our parole of honor, that 
we will not, uirectly, or mrlirectly, bear arms, or in any way 
se,rve, against his Britannic majesty, kin~ George the Third, 
king of the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, hii 
sussc•ssors and allies, during the preseut war between Great 
Britain and the Unttcd Slates, upon condition we have your 
assurance, that, while W <' remain in this situation, and con
sider ourselves under the British government until fur . her orders, 
we shall have the safe and full enjoyment of our private pro
perty, and be protected in the exercise of our usual occu
pations. 

JOHN BREWER, brie;adier-general 2d 
brigade, lOth division, for the officefi 
and soldius of the 3d regiment in the 
said brig .. de. 

JAMES CAMPBELL, lieutenant.colonel, 
commanding lst regirucut, !ld ~rigade, 
lOth division, for himself, officers, and 
soldier•, in the said regiment. 

These terms have been granted and approved of by us, 

HYDE PARKER, capt. H.M.S. Tenedos. 
A. PILKINGTON, Jieutcnant.-colonel, 

Machias, Sept. 13, 1814. 
commanding. 

No. 61. 

List of vessels captured and de.•troyed in the Penobscot, and 
of those left on the stocks, as near as I am able to ascertain. 

Captured rtnd brought fiWfl!J; -2 ships, 1 brig, 6 schooners, S sloops. 
D est>'O!Jed at 1lw11den ;-The Adam~ frigarc, •>f 'l6 guns, 18-poundcrs, 

end twu ships, one of them armed; burnt uy the enemy. 
Destroyed at Hango1 ;-1 ship, 1 brig, 3 schooners, and 1 sloop; 

Lurnt hy u,, , 
Lo$/ since iu our po.~srssion ;-A copper-bottomerl brig, pierced for 18 

guns, and the Decatur privateer, pierced for 16 ~uns. 
Note.-The powder and wine captured at Ilumden were put on board 

those ves>els. 
Lift on the stocks at Ban~or ;-2 ships, 2 brigs, and 2 schooners . 

.At 1Jrew111' ;-1 sh1p, 1 hri~, and I schooner. 
At Arrinuton;-1 ship, one schooPer, on the stocks. 

Left at Hmnrlcn ;-1 shq.1, l IJerrna!Jhrodtte brig, and 2 schooners; 
also, 1 brig und 1 ;,chooner ou the >tucks. 

Lift at Ft·eniford on the stocks ;-1 schooner and some small craft. 
To rcar.admiral Griffith, R. BARRIE •. 
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Return of ordnance taken from the enemy on the 3d of Sept. 1814. ' 
Taken at Hamden ;-23 iron 18-pounders, 2 iron 12-pounders; 4i 

18-pounders destroyed, 14 brought away. 
'Taken at Bangor, and brought awoy ;-2 3-pounder brass guns, l 

iron 3-pounder. 
Total brought away-17. 

Ernba1·ked ;-1 ammunition cart, 500 18-pound shot, about 40 barrels 
of powder, and a quantity of wads, &c. &c. 

ROBERT GASTEN, Iieut. royal artillery. 

Robert Barrie. 
Return of small arms not collected, supposed about 100. 

EDWARD GRIFFITH. 

No. 62. 

]!'rom rear-admiral Cockburn to vice-admiral Cochrane. 

H. M. sloop Manly, off Nottingham, 
Sm, Patuxent, Aug. 9.7, 1814. 

I have the honor to inform you, that, agreeably to the inten
tions I notified to you in my letter of the 22d instant,~ I pro
ceeded by land, on the morning of the 23d, to Upper Marl
borough, to meet and confer with major-general H.oss, as to 
our further operations against the enemy; and as we were not 
]ong in agreeing on the propriety of making an immediate 
attempt on the city of ·washington. 

In conformity, therefore, with the wishes of the general, I 
instantly sent orders for our marine and naval forces, at Pig
point, to be forthwith moved over to Mount Calvert, and for 
the marine-artillery, and a proportion of the seamen, to be 
there landed, and with the utmost possible expedition to join 
the army, which I also most readily agreed to accompany. 

The maior-general then made his dispositions, and arranged 
that captain H.obyns, with the marines of the ships, should 
retain possession of Upper Marlborough, and that the marine
artillery and seamen should follow the army to the ground it 
was to occupy for the night. The army then moved on, and 
bivouacked before dark about five miles nearer 'Vashingion. 

In the night, captain Palmer of the llebrus, and captain 
Money of the Traave, joined us with the seamen and with the 
marine-artillery, under Captain Harrison. Captain Wain· 
·wright of the Tonnant, had accompanied me the day before, 
as had also lieutenant James Scott, acting first lieutenant of 

the.\ 1 bion. 
• Jamc1'1 Na'l'. Oecurr. App. No. 81, 

.. 
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At day.Iight, on the morning of the 24th, the major-general 
again put the army in motion, directing his march upon 
Bladensburg; on reaching which place, with the advanced 
brigade, the enemy was observed drawn up in force on a rising 
ground beyond the town ; and l;>y the fire he soon opened on Ui 

as we entered the place, gave us to understand he was well pro. 
tected by artillery. General Ross, however, did not hesitate in 
immediately advancing to attack him; although our troops 
were almost exhausted with the fatigue of the march they had 
just made, and but a small proportion of our little army had 
yet got up. This dashing measure was, however, I am happy 
to add, crowned with the success it merited; for, in spite of 
the galling fire of the enemy, our troops advanced steadily on 
both his flanks, and in his front; and, as soon as they arrived 
on even grouncl with him, he fled in every direction, leaving 
behind him 10 pieces of cannon, and a considerable number of 
killed and wounded; amongst the latter commodore Barney, 
and several other officers. Some other prisoners were also 
taken, though not many, owing to the s1dftncss with which 
the enemy went off, and the fatigue our army had previously 
11ndergone. 

It would, sir, be deemed presumption in me to attempt to 
give you particular details respecting the nature of this battle; 
I shall, therefore, only remark generally, that the enemy, 8000 
strong, on grou nd he had chosen as best adapted for him to 
defend, where he had time to erect his batteries, and concert 
all his measures , was dislodged, as soon a.s reached, and a vic. 
tory gained over him, by a division of the Bl'itish army, not 
amounting to more than 1500 men, headed by our gallant 
general, whose b ri ll ian t achievem~nts of this day it is beyond 
my power to do justice to, and indeed no possible comment 
could enhance. 

The seamen, with the guns, were, to their great morlifica. 
tion, with the rear-division, during this shor t, but decisiva 
action. Those, however, attached to the rol:ket-briga1le, were 
in the battle; and I remarked, with much plc:~sure, t he pre. 
cision with which the rockets were thrown by th em , under tha 
direction of first-lieutenant LaiHen ce, of the marine-arti ll ery . 
Mr. Jeremiah M'Danicl, master's mate of the Tonuant, a very 
fiue young man, who was attached to this pa rty, being severely 
wounded, I beg per111 ission to recommend hi m to yo ur favo rable 
considerati on. The company of mari nes I have on so many 
occasions had cause to mention to you , commanded by first. lieu. 
tenant Stephens, was also in the acti on, as were the colonial 
marines, under the temporary wmmand of captain Reed, of 
the 6th West India regiment, ( these eom panes heing attached 
tD the: light brigaJc, ) and they rcspcctirely behaved with the-i r 
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accustomed zeal and bravery. None other of the naval depart
ment were fortunate enough to arrive up in time to take their 
share in this ba!tle, excepting captain Palmer, of the Ilebrus, 
with his aide de camtJ, Mr. Arthur Wakefield, midshipman of 
that ship, and lieutenant James Scott, first of the Alhion, who 
acted as my aide de camp, and remained with me during the 
whole time. ' 

J'he contest being completely. ended, and the enemy havlng 
retired from the fi eld, the general ~ave the army about two houri 
rest, when he again moved forward on \ \ ashingwn. Jt was, 
howeveo, dark before we reached that city; and , on the gene
ral, myself, and somtl officers advancing a short way past the 
first houses of the town, without being accompanied hy the 
troops, tht> enemy opened upon us a he,vy fire of musketry, 
from the capitol and two other houses; these were therefore 
almoat immediately stormed by our people, taken possession of, 
and set on fire; after which the town submitted withoutfurther 
res is tan ce. 

The enemy himself, on our entering the town, set fire to tha 
navy-yard, (filled with naval store~,) a frigate of the largest 
class almost ready for launching, and a sloop of war lying off 
it; as he did also the fort which protected the sea-approach to 
Washington. 
, On taking possession of the city, we also set fire to the 

pre10ident's palace, the tr1·asury, and the war-office; and, in 
the morning, captain Wainwright went with a party to see 
that the destruction in the navy-yard was complete; when he 
destroyed whatever stores and buildings had escaped the flames 
of the preceding night. A large quantity of ammunition and 
ordnance stores were likewi e destro> ed by us in the arsenal; 
as were about 200 pieces of artillery of different calibres, as 
wt¥1 as a vast quantity of small-arms. Two rope-walks of a 
-very extensive nature, fll.il of tar-rope, &c. situated at a consi
derable distance from the yard, were likewise set fire to and 
consumed. In short, sir, 1 do not believe a vestige of public 
property, or a store of any kind, which could be converted 
to the use of the government, escaped destruction: the hridgcs 
across the Eastern Branch and the Potomac were likewise 
destroyed. 

This general devastation being complded during the day of 
the 25th, we marehed again, a t nine that night, ou our return, 
by Blademhurg, to Upper Marlborough. 

\>Ve arrived yesterday evening at the latter, without moles
tation of any sort, indeed without a single musket having been 
fired; and this moming we moved on to this place, where 1 
hare found his majesty's sloop Manly, the tenders, and the 
boats, and 1 have hoisted my flag, pro tempore, in the former. 

~ 

• 
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The troops will prob.ably march to-morrow, or the next day 
at farthest, to Benedict for re-embarkation, and this flotilla 
will of course join you at the same time. 

In closing, sir, my statement to you, of the arduous and 
highly important operations of this last week, I have a most 
pleasing duty to perform, in assuring you of the good conduct 
of the officers and men who have been serving under me. I 
have been particularly indebted, whilst on this service, to cap
tain Wainwright of the Tonnant, for the assistance he hat 
invariably afforded me; and to captains J->atmer and Money, 
f6r their exertions during the march to and from Washington. 
To captain Nourse, who has commanded tbe flotilla during my 
absence, my acknowledgments arc also most justly due, as well 
as to captains Sullivan, Badcock, Somerville, Ramsay, aud 
Bruce, who have acted in it under him. 

Lieutenant James Scott, now first of the Albion, has, on 
this occasion, rendered me essential services; and as I have had 
reason so often of late to mention to you the gallant and meri
torious conduct of this officer, I trust you will permit me to 
seize this opportunity of recommending him particularly to 
your favorable notice and consideration. 

Captain Robins, (the senior officer of marines with the fleet,) 
who has had, during these operations, the marines of the ships 
united under his orders, has execnted ably and zealously the 
aeveral services with which he has been entrusted, and is entitled 
to my best acknowledgments accordingly; as is also captain 
Harrison of the marine-artillery, who, with the officers and 
meu attached to him, accompanied the army to and from 
Washington. 

Mr. Dobie, surgeon of the Melpomene, volunteered hi1 
professional services on this occasion, and rendered much 
assistance to the wounded on the field of battle, as well as t() 
many of the men taken ill on the line of march. 

One colonial marine killed, 1 master's mate, 2 serjcau ts, ancl 
3 colonial marines wounded, are the casualties snstained by th11 
naval department; a general list of the killed and wounded ()f 
the whole army will, of course, accompany the report of the 
lllajor.general. I have the honor to be, &c. 

G. COCKI3URN, rear-admiral. 
Vice-admiral the hon. 

Sir A Cochrane, K. B. &c. 
P.S. Two long 6-pounder guns, intended for a battery at 

Nottingham, l\ere taken off, and put on board the Brnne, aJHI 
•ne taken at Upper Marlborou::;h w~s destroyed. 
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No. 63 

From major-gc'fleral Ross to earl Bathurst. 

Tonnant, in the Patuxent, 
MY Lord, Aug. 30, 1814. 

I have the honor to communicate to your lordship, that on 
the 24th instant, after defeating the army of the United States 
on that day, the troops under my command entered and took 
possession of the city of Washington. 

It was determined between sir A l!'xander Cochrane and 
myself, to disembark the army at the village of Benedict, on the 
right bank of the Patuxent, with the intention of co-operating 
with rear-admiral Cockburn, in an attack upon a flotilla of the 
enemy's gun-boats, under the command of commodore Barney. 
On the 20th instant, the army commenced its march, having 
landed the previous day without opposition: on the 21st it 
reached Nottingham, and on the 22d moved on to Upper 
Marlborough, a few miles distant from Pig point, on the 
Patuxent, where admiral Cockburn fell in with, and defeated 
the flotilla, taking and destroying the whole. Having advanced 
within 16 miles of ·washington, and ascertained the force of the 
enemy to be such as might authorize an attempt at carrying his 
capital, I determined to make it, and accordingly put the 
troops in movement on the evening of the 23d. A corps of 
about 1200 men appeared to oppose us, bnt retired after firing 
a few shots. On the 24th, the troops resumed their march, and 
reached Bladensburg, a village situate on the left bank uf the 
eastern branch of the Potomac, about five miles from Wash
ington. 

On the opposite side of that river, the enemy was discovered 
strongly posfed on very commanding hcighfs, formed in two 
lines, his advance occupying a fortified house, \I hich, with 
artillery, covered the bridge over the eastern branch, which the 
British had to pass. A broad and straight road leat!ing frum 
the bridge to Washington, ran through the enemy's p~ition, 
which was carefully defended by artillery and riflemen. 

The disposition for the atfack being made, it was commenc:d 
with so much impetuosity by the light brigade, consisting of the 
i5th light infantry, and the light infantry companies of the 
army under the com maud of colonel Thornton, th:lt the fortified 
house was shortly carried, the enemy retiring to the highe1· 
grounds. 

In support of the light brigade, I ordered up a brigade under 
the command of colonel Brooke, who, with the 44th regiment, 
attacked the enemy's left, the 4th regiment pr!'ssing his rij?;ht 
with ~uch effect, as to cause h'm to abandon his guns. llis 



APPENDIX. 491 

first line giving way, 1v-as driven on the second, which, yield
ing to the irresistible attack of the bayonet, and the well-di
dircrted disch~rge of rockets, got into confusion and fled, 
leaving the British masters of the field. The rapid flight of the 
enemy, and his knowledge of the country, precluded the pos
sibility of many prisoners being taken, more particularly as the 
troops had, during the day, undergone considerable fatigue. 

The enemy's army, amounting to 8 or 9000 men, with 3 or 
400 cavalry, was under the command of general Winder, being 
formed of troops drawn from Baltimore and Pennsylvania. 
His artillery, 10 pieces of which fell into our hands, was com
manded by commodore Barney, who was wounded and taken 
prisoner. The artillery I directed to be destroyed. 

Having halted the army for a short time, I determined to 
march upon \Vashington, and reached t.l1at city at eight o'clock 
that night. Judging it of consequence to complete the destruc
tion of the public building~ with the least possible delay, so that 
the army might retire without loss of time, the followine; build
ings were set fire to and consumed,-the qapitol, including the 
Senate-house and House of Reprcsrntation, the Arsenal, the 
Dock-yard, Treasury, War-office) President's Palace, Rope
walk, and the great bridge across the }>otomac: in the dock
yard a frigate nrarly ready to be launched, and a sloop of war, 
were consumed. The two bridges leading to Washington over 
the eastern branch had been destroyed hy the ('nemy, who 
apprehended an attack from that quarter. The object of the 
expedition being accomplished, 1 determined, before any greater 
force of the enemy could be as,emblecl, to withdraw the troops, 
and accordingly commenced retiring on the night of the 25th. 
On the evening of the 29th we reached Benedict, ami re-em. 
barked the following day. In the performance of the opera. 
t1on 1 have detailed, it is with the utmost satisfaction 1 observe 
to your lordship, that cheerfuln<'SS in undergoing fatigue, and 
anxiety for the accomplishment of the object, were compicuous 
in a 11 ranks. 

To sir A. Cochrane my thanks are due, for l1is ready com. 
pliance with every wish connected with the welfare of the troop!! 
aud the success of the expedition. To rear-admiral Cockburn, 
who suggested the attacl;: upon Washinp;ton, and who accompa
nied the army, l confess the greatest obligation for his cordial 
co-operation and advice. 

Colonel Thornton, who led the attack, is entitled to every 
praise for the noble example he set, \\ hich \\as so well followed 
by licutenaut-colonel Wood and the 85th light infantry, and by 

·major Jones, of the 4th foot, with the light companies attached 
te th<' ligl1t brigade. I ha\e to express my approbation of tha 
iiipirited conduct of colonel Brooke, aud of his brigade: tho 

VOL. II. K K 
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4-1th regiment, which he leu, distinguished itself under the corrt• 
mand of lieutenant-colonel Mullens; the gallantry of the 4th 
foot, under the command of major Faunce, being equally 
conspicuous. 

The exertions of captain Mitchell, of the royal artillery, in 
bringing the guns into action, were unremitting; to him, and 
to the detachment under his command, including captain Dea
con's rocket brigade, and the marine rocket corps, I feel every 
obligation. Captain Lempriere, of the royal artillery, mounted 
tt small detachment of the artillery drivers, which proved of 
great utility. The assistance afforded by captain Blanchard, of 
the royal engineers, in the dtdies of his department, was of great 
advantage. To the zealous exertions of captains "'Wainwright, 
Palmer, and Money, of the royal navy, and to those of the 
officers and seamen who landed with them, the service is highly 
indebted: the latter, captain Money, had charge of the sea
men attached to the marine artillery. To captain M'Dougall, 
of the 85th foot, who acted as my aide de camp, in consequence 
of the indisposition of my aide de camp captain Falls, and. to 
the officers of my staff, I feel much indebted. 

I must beg leave to call your lordship's attention to tlJC zeal 
am! indefatigable exertions of lieutenant Evans, acting deputy 
qnarter-master .. general. The intelligence displayed by that 
officer, in circumstances of considerable difficulty, induces me 
to hope be will meet with some distinguished mark of approba
tion. I have reason to be satisfied with the arrangements of 
assistant-commissary-general Lawrence. 

Au attack upon an enemy ~o strongly posted, could not be 
effected without loss. I have to lament that the wounds received 
by colonel Thornton, and the other officers and soldiers left at 
Bladensburg, were such as prevented their removal. As many 
of the wounded as could be brought off were removed, the 
others being left '"'ith medical care and attendants. The 
arrangements made by staff surgeon Uaxter for their accommo
dation, have been as satisfactory as cirrurnstances would admit 
of. The agent for British prisoners of war very fortunately 
residing at Bladensburg, I have recommended the wounde'l 
officers and men to his particular attention, and trust to his 
being able to effect their exchange when sufficiently recovered. 

Captain Smith, assistant adjutant-gt'neral to the troops, who 
will have the honor to deliver this despatch, 1 beg lea1'C to 
recommt'nd to your lordship's protection, as an officer of much 
merit and great pro_mise, and capable of affording any further 
information that may be requisite. Sanguine in hoping for the 
approbation of his royal highness the prince regent, and of his 
majesty's government, as to the conduct of the troops unuer my 
comrnanrl, 1 have, &c. R. H.O'S, maj .-gen. 

1 beg leave to enclose herewith a return of the killed, woundc,l, 
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and missing in the action of the 24th instant, together with a 
statement of the ordnance, ammunition, and ordnance stores 
taken from the enemy between the 19th and ~5th of August, 
and likewise sketches of the scene of action and of the line of 
march. 

No. 64. 
Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of lite t1·oops unde1· th~ 

command of mc~j01·-general Ross, in action with the enemy 
on the 24th .Aug. 18L4, on the heights obove Bladensburg. 

Washington, Aug. 25, 1814. 
Genet·al slt(ff';-4 horses, kill£-d. 
Royal m·tilter_y ;-4 horses, killed; 6 rank and file, 8 horses, wounded. 
Rogal marine~ t<rtille':'l ;-1 rank and file, killed; l serjeant, wounded. 
Ro.1J'll sappcrs and miners ;-1 serjeant, 1 rank and file, killed. 
4th t·egiment ;-1 lieuren>~nt, 2 .serjeants, 21 rank and file, I horse, 

killed; 5 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 6 se•:jeants, 50 rank and file, wounded. 
21st re!!,imcnt ;-2 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 li~utenant, II 

rank and file, wounded. 
44th regiment ;-1 serjeant, 13 rank and file, killed; ~5 rank and. 

£le, WOUilricd. 
2d bnllalion t·oyalnuwines;-5 rank and file, killed. 
85th light it![antry ;-1 captain, I lieutenant, I serjeant, 12 rank and 

file, I horse, billed; 2 lieutenant-colonels, l m~jor, 8 lieutenauts, 2 
5erjeanrs, 51 rank and file, wounded. 

Colonial company ;-1 rank and file, l<illed; '2 rank and file, wounded. 
6tlt 1Vest India regiment ;-1 se~jcant, wounded. 
Total-1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 5 serjeants, 56 rank and file, 10 

horses, killed; 2 lieutenant-colonels, I major, I captain, 14 lieutenants, 
2 ensigns, 10 oe~jeants, 155 rank and file, 8 horses, wounded. 

Nll{nes of officers killed and wounded. ' 
Killed-85th ligltt in)hntry;-CaptHin D. S. Hamilton, lieutenant 

G. P.R. Codrl. 
4-th, or lcin{/s oz11n ;-Lieutenant Thomas VVoodward. 
lVuzmded-85/h. light ilifrtntry ;-Colonel William Thornton, se

verely; left at Bladensburg;) lieutenant-colonel William Thorutou, se• 
verely; (left al Rlnden~burg;) li~utenant-colonel William Wood, se
verely; (left at Bladensburg;) maJor George Brown, se\'(:rely (left at 
Bladensbur~). 

21stfusilcers ;-Cnptain R. Ret1nie, severely, not dan~~:erously. 
4th regiment ;-Lieutenant E. P. Hopkins, severely; lieutenant I. K. 

Mackenzie, sliglo tly; lieutenant John Stavely, severely; (lt:ft at Bladens
Lurg;) licuteuant Peter Bt>ulby, l:eurenant Fre-derick Field, slightly. 

2 l stfusileers ;-L•eruenant James Gruce, siJghtly. 
85th 1·egimenl ;-Licurenllnt \Yillillm Villiers, lieutenant John Bur

rell, severely; lieutenant F. Mansell, slii!htly; lieutenant G. F. S. 
O'Connor , lreutennnl Frederick Gascoyne, severely; liPutenant William 
Hickson, lieutc>nant G. ft. Gleig, slightly; lir 11tCIIll nt Cro,·ehy, ~cverely. 

4/lt rrg iment ;-En5if!11 James Buchnnnan, severely; (left nt Bla
densburg;) Ensign William Reddock , SHerely. 

H. G. SMITH, D. A. A. G. 
JLK2 

I 
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l\' o. 65. 

Return of ordnance, ammunition, and ordnance-stores, taken 
from the etzemy by the army under the command of major
general Robert Ross, between the 19th and 25th of Aztgust, 
1814. 

Aug-st 19.-1 24-pouncl carronade. 
August 22.-1 ll·pound field -gun, with carriage complete; 156 stand 

of arms, with cartouches, &c. &c. 
August i-1, at Bladensburg .-2 I 8· pounders, 5 12-pounder~;, 8 

6·pounder~. with field-carriages; a quantity of ammunition for the 
above; 220 stand of arms. 

Augmt 25, at WashinJlon.-Brass: 6 IS-pounders, mountEd on tra
versing platforms; 5 12-pounrlers, 4 4-pounclers, I 5i inch howitzer, l 
5! inch mortar. Iron: 26 32-poundC'rs, 36 24-pounrlers, 34 13-poun· 
ders, 27 12-pounrlers, 2 18-pounder3, mountf·d on traversin!! platforms; 
19 12·pounders, on ship-carriages; 3 13-inch mortar·s, 2 8· inch lrow
itzers, 1 42-ponncl gnn, 5 32-pound carronades, 5 IS-pound carrouades, 
13 12-puund guns, 2 9-pouncl guns, 2 6-pound guns. 

Total amount of cannon takcn-206; f>OO barrels of powder; 100000 
round» of musket-ball cartridges; 40 barrels of fine-grai11ed powder; a 
large quantity of ammunition of different natures made up. 

The navy-yard and arsenal having Leen set on fire by the enemy be
fore they retired, an immense quantity of stores of every description was 
destroyed; of which no acet>unt could be taken. Seven or E'ight very 
heavy explosions during the night !lenoted that there had been large 
magazines of powder. 

F. G. J . WILLIAMS, 
lieutenant royal artillery, A. Q. M. 

J. MICHELL, 
captain commanding artillery. 

N. B. The remains of near ~WOO stand of arms were dis
covered, which had been destroyed by the enemy. 

No. 66. 

From brigadier-general fVinder to the secretary at zMr. 

S1a, Baltimore. Aug . 27, 1814. 
When the enemy arrived at the mouth ~f the Potomac, of 

all the militia which I had been authorized to assemble, there 
were but about 1700 in the. field, from I 3 to 1400 under-general 
Stransbury near this place, and 2.50 at Bladensburg, under lieu. 
tenant-colonel Kramer; the slow progress of draft, and the 
imperfect organization, with the inclfectiveneu of the laws to 
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rompcl llH'm to turn out, rendered it impossible to have prd. 
cured more. 

The militia of this state and of the contiguous parts of 
Virginia and Penmylvania were called on en masse, but the 
former militia law of Pennsylvania had expired the 1st of June, 
or July, and the one adopted in its place is not to take effect 
in organizing the militia before October. No aid, therefore, 
has been received from that state. 

After all the force that could be put at my disposal in that 
short time, and making such dispositions as 1 deemed best cal. 
culated to present the most respectable force at whatever point 
tha enemy might strike, 1 was enabled (by the most active and 
harassing movements of the troops) to interpose before the 
enemy at I3Iadcnsburg, about 5000 men, including 350 regu. 
lars and commodore Barney's command . Much the largest 
portion of this force arrived on the ground when the enemy 
were in sight, and were disposed of to support, in the best manner, 
the po ition which general Sftmbury had taken. They had 
barely rcachcrl the ground before the action commenced, which 
was about one o'clock P. I. of the 24th instant, and conti. 
nued about an hour. The contest was not as obstinately main. 
tained as could have been desired, but was, by parts of the 
troops, sustained with great spirit and with prodigious effect; 
and had the whole of our forre been equally firm, I am induced 
to believe that the enemy would have been repulsed, notwith. 
standing all the disadvantages under which we fought. Theartil. 
lery from Baltimore, supported by major Pinkney's rifle bat
talion, and a part of captain DoughtJ 's from the navy-yard, 
were in advance to command the pass of the bridge at Bladens. 
burg, at1d played upon the enemy, as I have since learned, with 
very destructive dfect. But the rifle troops were obliged, after 
some time, to refire, and of course the artillery. Superior num. 
bers, however, rushed upon them, and made their retreat 
necessary, not, however, without great loss on the part of the 
enemy. Major Pinkney received a severe wound in his right 
arm after he had retired to the left flank of Stansbury's brigade. 
The right and centre of Stansbury's brigade, consisting of 
lieutenant-colonel Ragan's and Shuler's regiments, generally 
gave way very soon afterwards, with the exception of about 40 
rallied by colonel Ragan, after having lost his horse, and the 
whole or a part of captain Shower's company, both of whom 
general Stansbury represents to have made, even thus deserted, 
a gallant s:and. The fall which lieutenant-colonel Ragan re• 
ceived from his horse, tog.::ther with his great elforts to maintain 
his position, rendered him unable to follow the retreat; we have 
therefore to lament that this gallant and excellent officer has been 
taken prisoner; he has, however, been paroled, and I met 
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him here, recovering from the bruises oecasioned by his fall. 
The loss of his services at this moment is serious. 

The 5th BaltimQr.e regiment, under lieutenant-colonel Stenet, 
being the left of brigadier-general Stansbury's brigade, still, how
ever, stoo.d thf')ir ground, and e:xcept for a moment, when part 
of them recoiled a few steps, remained firm, am• stood until 
ordered to retreat, with a view to prevent their being out
flanked. 

The reserve, under brigadier-general Smith, of the-district of 
Columbia, with the militia of the city and George town, with 
the regulars and some detachments of Maryland militia, flanked 
on their right by commodore Barney and his brave fellows, and 

' Iientenant-colouel Beal, still were to the right on the hill, ancl 
maintained the contest for some time with great effect. 

It is not with me to report the conduct of commodore Bar .. 
ney and his command, nor can I speak from observation, being 
too remote; but the concurrent teslimony of all who did 
observe them, does them the highest j nstice fo, their brave 
resistance, and the destructive effect they produced on the 
enemy. Commodore Barney, after having lost his horse, took 
post near one of his guns, and there unfortunately received a 
severe wound in the thigh, and he also fell into the hands of the 
enemy. Captain Miller, of the marines, was wounded in the 
arm fighting bravely. From the best intelligence, there remains 
but little doubt that the enemy lost at least 400 killed and 
\founded, and of these a very unusual portion killed. 

Our loss cannot, I think, be estimated at more than from SO 
to 40 killed, and 50 to 60 wounded. They took altogether 
about 120 prisoners. 

You will readily understand that it is impossible for me to 
speak minutely of the merit or df'merit of particular troops SQ 

little known to me from their recent and hasty a>semblage. My 
subsequent movements for the purposes of preserving as much 
of my force as possible, gaining reinforcements, and protecting 
this place, you already l<now. 

I am, with vet·) great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. 11. WlNDEH, 

lion. J. Armstrong, sec. of war. brig.-gmt. lOth mil. dist, 

N. B. We have to lament that captain Sterett, of the 5th 
Baltimore rl'giment, has abo been wounded, but is doing well. 
Other officers, no doubt, deserve notice, but I am as yet un!!-b\@ 
to rarticularize. 
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No. fY7. 

American estimate of public property destroyed at Washington. 

The committee appointed by the American congrt•ss to inquire 
into the circumstances attending th capture of Washington, 
and the destruction consequent on that event, after giving a 
statement of the operations in the navy-ya rd, report the fol
lowing estimate of the public property destroyed:-

The capitol, including all costs, 
J.lresidcnt's house, 
Public offices, 

Dollars. 
787163 
234334 

93613 

1115110 
llut the committee remark, as the walls of the capitol and 

president's house arc good, they suppose that the su m of 
460000 dollars will be sufficient to place the buildings in tht~ 
situation they were in previous to their destruction . 

The losses sustained in the navy-yard arc thus esiimatcd :-

In mo,•eable prope r ty , 
In buildings and fixtures 

Dollars. 
417745 

91425 

500170 
The committee then }JI'Occed to the recapitulation of the 

losses in the navy-yard, \1 ith an estimate of the real losses. 
After deducting the value recovered from the original value of 
the articles, the total amount is 417745 doll~trs, 51 cents . 

The original value of the articles destroyed was 678219 
dollars, 71 cents, of which 260465 dol.lars and 20 cents value 
were recovered, in anchors, musket-barrels, locks, copper~ 
timber, &c. 

No. 68. 

From vice-admit·al Cochrane to llfr. 11lonroc. 

His majesty's ship the Tonnant, in the 
Sm, Patuxent ri\'cr, Aug. 18, 1814. 

IIaving been called on by the governor-general of the Cana
llas to aid him in carrying into effect measures of retaliation 
against the inhabitants of the United States, for the wanton 
clcstru~:tion committed by their army in U pjJer Canada, it has 
become imperiously my duty, conformably with the nature of 
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tl1e governor-general's application, to issue to the naval force 
under my command, an order to destroy and lay waste such 
towns and districts upon the coast as may be found a•sailablc. 

I had hoped that this contest would have terminated, without 
my being ohliged to resort to severities which are contrary to 
the usages of civilized \\arfare; and as it has bce'l with extreme 
reluctance and cencern that l have found myself compelled to 
adopt this system of devastation, 1 ~hall be equally gratified if 
the conduct of the executive of the United States will authorize 
my stayiu~ such proceedings, by making reparation to the suffer
ing inhabitants of U ppcr Canada; thereby manifesting that if 
the destructive measures pursued IJy their army were ever sanc
tioned, they will no longer be permitted by the government. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with much consideration, your 
most obedient humhle servant, 

ALEXANDER COCHRANE, 
vice-admiral and commander in chief of his Britannic 

majesty's ships and vessels upon the North 
American station. 

The bon James Monroe, secretary of 
state, &c. Washington, 

No. 69. 

From Mr. Monroe to sir Alexander Cochrane. 

Sill, Department of state, Sept. 6, 1R14. 
I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 18th of 

August, stating that having b<'en called on by the p;overnor
gencral of the Canadas, to aid him in carrying into efrect mea
sures of retaliation against the inh:LI>itants of the United States, 
for the wanton dcsol:ttion committed by their army in l'pper 
Canacla, it has become your duty, conformably with the nature 
of the governor-general 's application, to issue to tl1c na,l'~ 
force under your command, an order to destroy and lay waste 
such towns and districts upon the coast as may be found 
assailable. 

It is seen with the greatest surprise, that this system of dcvas. 
tation which has been practised by the British forc .. s, so mani
festly contrary to the usage of cil'ilized warfare, is placed by 
you on the ground of retaliation. No sooner were the United. 
States compelled to resort to war against Great Britain, than 
tl1cy resolved to wage it in a manner most consonant to the 
principles of humanity, and to those frieudly relations which 
it was desirable to preserve between the two nations, after the 
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restoration of peace. They perceived, however, with the 
deepest regret, that a spirit alike just and humane was neither 
cherished nor acted on by your government. Such an assertion 
would not be hazarded, if it were not supported by facts, the 
proof of which has perhaps already carried the same convic
tion to other nations that it has to the people of these states. 

Without dwelli11g on the deplorable cruelties committed by 
the savages in the British ranks, and in Britioh pay, on Ameri
can prisoners, at the river Raisin, which to this day hawe never 
been disavowed, or atoned, I refer, as more immediately con
nected with the subject of your letter, to the wanton desoL1tion 
that was committed at Havre-de-Grace, and at George town, 
early in the spring of 18l3. These "illegcs were burnt and 
ravaged by the naval forces of Great Britain, to the ruin of 
their unarmed inhabitants, who saw with astonishment they 
derived no protection to their property from the laws of war. 
During the same season, scenes of invasion and pillage, carried 
on under the bame authority, were witnessed all along the water. 
of the Chesapeake, to an extent inflicting the most serious 
private distress, and under circumstances that jus'tified the sus. 
picion, that revenge and cupidity, rather than the manly 
motives that should dictate the hostility of a high-minded foe, 
led to their perpetration. The late destruction of the houses 
of government in this city, is another act which comes neces
sarily into view. In the wars of modern Europe, no examples 
of the kind, even among nations the most hostile to each other, 
can be traced. In the course of 10 years past, the capitals of 
the principal powers of the Continent of .Europe have been 
conquered, and occupied alternately by the victorious armie~ 
of each other, and no instance of such wanton and unjusti
fiable destruction has been seen. We must go back to distaut 
and barbarous ages to find a parallel for the acts of which I 
complain. Although these acts of desolation invited, if they 
did not impose on, the govcmment the neccs~ity of retaliation, 
yet in no instance has it been authorized. The burning of tha 
village of Newark, iu Upper Canada, posterior to the early 
outrages above enumerated, waa not executed on that principle. 
The village of Newark adjoined Fort-George, and its destruc
tion was justified by the otllcer who ordered it, on the ground 
that it became necessary in the military operations there. The 
act, however, was disavowed by the government. The burn. 
ing which took place at Long-point was unauthorized by the 
government, and the conduct of the officer subjected to the 
investigation of a military tribunal. For the burning of St. 
David's, committed by stragglers, the oflicer who commanded 
ill that quarter was di:.misscd without a trial, for not preventing 
it. 
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I am commanded by the president distinctly to state, that it 
as little comports with any orders issued to the military and 
uaval commanders of the United States, as it docs with the 
established and known· humanity of the American nation, to 
pursue a system which it appears you have adopted. The 
government owes to itself, and to the principles which it has ever 
held sacred, to disavow, as justly chargeable to it, any such 
wanton, cruel, and unjmtifiable warfare. 

'\-Vhatcver unauthorized irregularity may. haTe hcen committed 
by any of its troops, it would have been ready, acting on these 
principles of sacred and eternal obligation, to disavow, and as 
far as might be practicable, to repair. But in the plan of deso. 
]ating warfare which your letter so explicitly makes known, 
and which is attempted to be excused on a plea so utterly 
groundless, the president perceives a spirit of deep-rooted 
hostility, which, without the evidence of such facts, he could 
not have believed existed, or would have been carried to such 
an extremity. 

For the reparation of injuries, of whatever nature they may 
be, not sanctioned by the law of nations, which the naval or 
military forces of either power may have committed against the 
other, this government will always be ready to enter into reci
procal arrangements. It is presumed that your government 
will neither expect or propose any which are not reciprocal. 

Should your government adhere to a system of desolation so 
contrary to the views and practice of the United States, so 
1·evolting to humanity, and repuguant to the sentiments and 
mages of the civilized world, whilst it will be seen with the 
deepest regret, it must and will be met wiih a determination 
and constancy becoming a free people, contending in a just 
cause for thPir essential rights, and their dearest interests. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideratiou, sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

JAMES MONROE. 
Vice-admiral iir Alexander Cochrane, com

mander in chief of his Britannic majesty's 
ship~ and ve.ssels. 

,,#.,..,.,.,.,,,.,,,,, 

No. 70. 

~Ir • .ltladison's Proclamation. 

" "hcrcas, the enemy, by sudden incursion, have succeeded in 
invading the capital of the nation, ddended at the moment by 
troops icsi numerous than their own, aud almost entirely 
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.of the militia ; during their possession of which, though for a 
~inglc day only, they wantonly destroyed the public edifices, 
having no relation in their structure to operations of war, nor 
used at the time for military annoyance ; some of these edifice 
being also costly monuments of state, and of arts; and the 
others, depositories of the public archives, not only precious 
to the nation, as the memorials of its origin and its early trans
actions, but interesting to all nations, as contributions to the 
general stock of historical instruction and political science. 

And, whereas, advantage has been taken of the loss of a 
fort, more immcrliately guardia~ the neighbouring town of 
Alexandria, to place the town within a range of a naval force, 
too long and too much in the habit of abusing its superiority, 
wherever it can be applied, to require, as the alternative of a 
general conflagration, an undisturbed plunder of private pro
perty, which has been executed in a manner peculiarly distress
ing to the inhabitants, who had inconsiderately cast themselves 
on the justice and generosity of the victor. 

And, whereas, it now appears, by a direct communication 
from the British naval commander on the American station, to 
be his avowed purpose to employ the force under his direction, 
in destroying and laying waste such towns and districts upon 
the coast as ;nay be found assailable; adding, to this drclara
tion, the insulting pretext, that it is in retaliation for a wanton 
destruction committed by the army of the United States in 
Upper Canada; when it is notorious, that no destruction bas 
been committed, which, notwithstanding the multiplied out
J·ages prev iously committed by the enemy, was not unautho
rized, and promptly shewn to be so, and that the United States 
l~ttve been as constant in their endeavours to reclaim the enemy 
from such outrages, by the contrast of their own example, as 
they have heen reddy to terminate, on reasonable conditions, the 
war itself. 

And, whereas, these proceedings and declared purposes, which 
exhibit a deliberate disregard of the principles of humanity, and 
the rules of civilized warfare, and which must give to the ex. 
isting war a character of extended devastation and barbarism, 
at the very moment of negociation for peace, invited by the 
enemy himsel f, leave no prospect of safety to any thing within 
the reach of his predatory and incendiary operations, but in a 
manly aud universal determination to chastise and expel the 
invader. 

Now, therefore, I, J arncs Madison, president of the United 
States, do issne this my proclamation, exhorting all the good 
)Jeople, tht•rcforc, to unite their hearts and hands in giving ef
fect to the ample means possessed for that purpose. I enjoin 
jt on all officers, civil and rui'litary, to exert themselves in ex.. 
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ecuUng the duties with which they are respectively charged. 
And, more especially, I require the officers, commanding the 
respective military districts, to be vigilant and alert in providing 
for the defence thereof; for the more effectual accomplishment 
of which, they are authorized to r.all to the defence of exposed 
and threatened places, proportiol\s of the militia, most conve
Jiient thereto, whether they be, or be not, parts of the quotas 
detached for the service of the United States, under requisitions 
of the general government. 

On an occasion which appeals so forcibly to the proud feel
ings and patriotic devotion of the American people, none will 
forget what they owe to themselves; what tlu·y 0" e to their 
country; and the high destinies \\hich await it; what to the 
glory acquired now, and to be maintained by their sons, with 
the augmented strength and resources with which time and Hea
'VCn have blessed them. In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto 
set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed to these presents. Done at 'Vashington, Sept. 1, 1814. 

By the president, JAMES ~IADISO.N. 
JAMES MuNRoE, secretary of state. 

No. 71. 

From colonel Brooke to earl Bathurst. 

On board H.M.S. Tonnant, Chesapealte, 
. 1 y LoRn, September 17, 1814. 

l h.1vc the honor to inform your lordship, that the division of 
troops under t!Je command of major-general Ross effected a 
disembarkation on the morning of the 1 '!th of September, near 
North Point, on the left point of the Patapsco river, distant 
from Baltimore abont 13 miles, with the view of pushing arc
connoissance, in co-operation with the naval forces, to that 
town, anti acting thereon as the enemy's strength and positions 
might be found to dictate. 

The approach on this side to Baltimore, lays through a small 
peninsula, formed by the Patapsco and Black river, and gene
rally from two to three miles broad, while it narrows in fome 
places to Jess than half a mile. 

Three miles from North point, the c>nemy had entrenched 
himself quite across this neck of land, towards which (the 
disembarkation having been completed at an early hour) the 
troops advanced. 

The enemy was actively employed in the completion of this 
"ork,-dcepening the ditch, and strengthening its front by a 
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Jow abattis; both which, however, he precipitately abanuoned 
on the approach of our skirmishers, leaving in our hands some 
few dragoons, being part of his rear-guard. 

About two miles beyond thi~ point our advance became en. 
gaged; the country was here closely wooded, and the enemy's 
riflemen were enabled to conceal themselves. At this moment, 
the gallant general Ross received a wound in his brl'ast, which 
proved mortal. He only survived to recommcml a young and 
unprovided family to the protection of his king and country. 

Thus fell, at an early age, one of the brightest ornaments of 
his profession; one who, whether at the head of a rigiment, a 
brigade, or corps, had alike displayed the talents of commanu; 
who was not Jess beloved in his private than enthu~iastically ad. 
mired in his public character; and whose only fault, if it may 
be deemed so, was an exce•s of gallantry, enterprise, and devo
tion to the service. 

If ever it were permitted to a soldier, to lament those who 
fall in battle, we may indeed, in this instance, claim thatmelan. 
choly privilege. 

Thns it is, that the honor of addressing your lordship, and 
the command of this army, have devolved upon me; duties 
which, under any other circumstances, might have been em
hraced as the most enviable gifts of fortune; ani! here I ven
ture to solicit, through your lordship, his royal highness the 
prince regent's consideration to the circumstances of my sue. 
-;:eeding, during operations of so much moment, to an officer or 
~uch high and established merit. 

Our advance continuing to press forward, the enemy's light 
troops were pushed to within five miles of Baltimore, where a 
corps of about 6000 men, six pieces of artillery, and some 
lJUndred cavalry, were discovercll posfrd untler cover of a wood, 
drawn up in a very dcn11e order,, and lining a strong paling, 
which cro~sed the main road n£>arly at right angles. The creeks 
ami inlets of the Patapsco and 131ack rivers, which approach 
each other at this point, will in some measure accc,JUnt for the 
Contra<:ted nature of the enrllly's position. 

I immedia tcly ordered the necessary dispositions for a general 
attack. The light brigade, under the commanllof major Jones, 
of the 4th, consisting of the 85th light in fantry, under major 
Gubbins, and the light companies of the army, under major 
Pringle, of the ~1st, covered the whole of the front, driv
ing the enemy's skirmishers with gl'l'at loss on his main 
body. The 4th regiment, unrler major Faunce, by a detour 
through some hollow ways, gained, unpcrceh•ed, a lodgement 
close upon the enemy's left. The remainder of the right bri
gade, under the command of the honorable lieutenant-colonel 
:Mullins, consisting of the 44th regiment, under major Johnson, 
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the marines of the fleet under captain Robbins, and a detachment of 
seamen under captain Money, of the Trave, formed a line along 
the enemy's front; while the left brigade, under colonel Pater
son, consisting of the ~1st regiment, commanded by major 
Whitaker, the 2d battalion of marines by lieutenant-coloqel 
Malcolm, and a detachment of marines hy major Lewis, re
mained in columm on the road, with orders to deploy to his 
left, and pre~s the enemy's right, the moment the gwund be
came snffieiently open to admit of that movement. 

In this order, the si~;nal being given, the whole of the 
troops adval}ced rapidly to the charge. In Jess than 15 minutes, 
the enemy's force being utterly broken and dispersed, 1led in 
every direction over the country, leaving on the field two pieces 
of cannon, with a considerable number of ldlled, wounded, 

and prisoners. 
The enemy lost, in this short but brilliant affair, from 500 

to 600 in killed and wounded; while, at the most moderate 
compuation he is at least lOOO lwrs de combat. The 5th regi
ment of militia, in p .1rticular, has been represented as nearly 

annihilatl'd. 
The day being now far advanced, and the troops (as is 

always the case on the first march after disembarkation) much 
fatigucrl, we halted for the night on the ground of which tho 
enemy had bel'n dispossessed. Here, I received a communica
tion from vice-admiral the honorable sir A. Cochrane, inform
ing me that the frigates, bomb-ships, and flotilla of the fleet, 
would, on the ensuing morning, take their stations as previ-

ously proposed. 
At day-break, on the 13th, the army again advanced, and at 

ll) o'clock l occupied a favorable position eastward of Balti
more, distant about a mile ami a half, and from whence [ 
could reconnoitre, at my leisure, the defences of that town. 

Baltimore is completely surrounded by strona; but detachrcl 
bills, on which the enemy hacl constructed a chain of p~lli>adcd 
redoubt~, comwctcd by a hmall breast-work; l have, however, 
reason to think, that the def!'nce to the n\Jrthward ami west
ward of the place, were in a very unfinished state. Chin kapin 
hill, which lay in front of onr position, completely comm<!mls 
the town ; this was the strongest part of the line, and here the 
enemy see;necl most apprehensive of an attaclL These worl;s were 
defendl'll, accordin~ to the best information whi"h we could ob
tain, by about 15000 men, with a large train of artillery. 

Judging it perfectly feasible, with the dcscripti~n of forCC$ 
under my command, I made arrang•'ments for a n1ght.attack, 
during which the superiority of the ent>my's artillery would not 
have been so much felt; and captain M'Dougall, the bearer of 
these despatches, will haYe the honor to point out to your lord-

ship those p~ 
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ship those particular points of the line which I had proposed to 
act on. During the eveAing, however, I received a communi
cation from the contmander in chief of the naval forces, by 
which I was informed, that, in consequence of the entrance to 
the harbor being closed up by vessels sunk for that purpose by 
the enemy, a naval co-operation against the town and camp 
was found impracticable. 

Under these circum tances, and keeping in view your lord
ships instructions, it was agreed, between the vice-admiral and 
myself, that the capture of the town would not have heen a 
sufficient equivalent to the loss which might probably be sus
tained in storming the heights. 

11aving formed this resolution; after compelling the enemy 
to sink upwards of 20 vessels in different parts of the harbor; 
causing the citizens to remove almost the whole of their pro
perty to places of more security inland; obligino- the govern. 
ment to concentrate all the military force of the surrounding 
states; harassing the militia, and forcing them to collect from 
any remote districts; causing the enemy to burn a valuabll~ 
rope-walk, with other public building5, in order to clear the 
glacis in front of their redoubt~, besides having beaten and 
routed them in a general action, I retired on the 14th, threa 
miles from the position which I had occupied, where I halted 
during some hours. 

This tardy mo1•cment was partly caused by nn expectation 
that the enemy might possibly be induced to move ont of the 
cntt·enchments and follow us; hut he profited or the lesson 
which he had received on the 12th; and towards the even ing I 
retired the troops about three miles and a half further, where I 
took up my ground for the night. 

Havin~ ascertained, at a late hour on the morning of the 
15th, that the enemy had no disposition to quit his entrench~ 
ments, I moved down ancl re-embarkd the army at North 
]=»oint, not leaving a man behind, and carrying with me about 
200 prisoners, being persons of the best families in the city, and 
which number mi!:(ht have been very conaiderabl.v increased, 
was not the fatigue of the troops an object principally to b 
avoided. 

I have now to remarlt to yonr lordship, that nothin~ could 
surpass the zeal, ananimity, and ardour, di>playetl by every 
description of force, whetlll'r naval, military, or marine, during 
the whole of these operations. 

I am highly indebted to vice-ad miral ~ ir A. Cochrane, com
mander in chief of the nan! forces, for the active assistance 
and zealons co-operation which he wa~ ready, upon every occa
llion, to afford me; a disposition conspicuous in eve ry branch of 
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the naval service, and whi~:h cannot fail to ensure success to 
e'•ery combined operation of this armament. 

Captain Eel ward Croftgn, commanding the brigade of seamen 
appointed to the small arms, for the animator\ and enthu~iastic 
example which he held forth to his men, dcsPrves my approba
tion ; aq do also captains Nourse, Money, 'iullivan, and Ram • 
.ay, R.N., for the steadine;sand good order which they main
tained in their several directi~' llS. 

I feel every obligation to rear-admiral Cock burn, for the 
counsel ancl aso;istance which It ~ afforded me, and from which 1 
derived the most siJnal benefit. 

To colonel Paterson, for the steady manner in which he 
brought his column into action, I give my best thanks. 

The honorable linutenant-colonel Mullins deserved every ap. 
probation for the excellent order in which he led that part of the 
right brigade under his command, while charging the enemy in 

line. 
1\Iajor Jones, commanding the light brigade, merits my best 

acknowledgments, for the active and skilful dispositions by 
which he covered all the movements of the army. 

The distinguished gallantry of captain De Bathe, of the 95th 
light infantry, has been particularly reported to me, and l beg 
to record my own knowledge of similar conduct on former OC• 

casions. 
To major Faunce, of the 4th regiment, for the manner in 

which he gained and turned the enemy's left, as well as for 
the excellent discipline maintained in that regiment, every parti-

cular praise is due. 
The exertions of major Gubbins, commanding the 85th light 

infantry; and of major Kenny, commanding the light compa-

nies, were highly commendable. 
Captain Mitchell, commanJing the royal artillery ; captain 

Carrr•ichael, a rnt'ritorious officer of that corps; and lieutenant 
Law1ence, of the mJrine artillery, are Clllillctl to my best 
thanks; as is captain Blanchard, commanding royal engineers, 
for the abilities he displayed in his particular bmnch of the 

service. To lieutenant Evans, of the 3o dragoons, acting dcpnty-quar. 
ter-master-gcncral to thi~ army, for the unrc111itting zeal, 
activity, and perfect intellig<'nce, which he evinced in the dis
charge of the various and difficult dutie of his department, I 
feel warmly indebted; and I beg to solicit, thro ,· gh your lord
ship, a promotion suitable to the high professio Jalt"erits of this 

officer. Captain M'Dougall, aide de camp to the late gen<'ral Ross, 
(and who has acted a s assistan t.adju tan t-gencral iu the absence 
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of major Debbeig through indisposition,) is the bearer of these 
despatches; and having been in the confiuence of general Ross, 
as well as in mine, will be found perfectly capable of giving 
your lorilship any further information relative to the operations 
of this army which you may require: he is an officer of great 
merit and promise, and I beg to recommend him to your lord-
ship's protection. I have the honor to be, &c. 

ARTHUR BROOKE, colonel commanding. 

No. 72. 

Return of the killed and wounded, in action with the enemy, 
near Baltimore, on the 12th of September, 1'814. 

General staff;-1 major-general, 2 horses, killed; 1 horse, wounded. 
Royal ariillei'y ;-6 rank and file, wonnded. 
Royal marine-artillery;-1 rank and file, killed; 3 rank and tile, 

wounded. 
4th regiment, !st batt ;-1 serjeant, 1 rank and file, killed; 3 ser

jeants, 10 rank and file, wounded. 
21st regiment, l st batt.;-1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 9 rank and file, 

killed; 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 serjeants, 77 rank and file, wounded. 
4411! regiment, 1st batt.;-11 rank and file, killed; 3 captains, ~ 

subalterns, 5 serjeants, 78 rank rand file, wounded. 
' 85th light inf'antry ;-3 rank and tile, killed; 2 captains, 1 subaltern, 
26 rank and file, wounded. 

Royal marines, 2d batt. ;-4 rank and file, killed; lO rank and file, 
wounded. 

Royal marines, 3d batt. ;-2 rank and file, killed; 1 serjeant, 9 rank 
and file, wounded. 

Detacl!ment.~ cif royal marines, from the ships, attached to the 2d bat
·talivn ;-2 rank and file, killed; I rank and file, wounded. 

Detachments of royal marines, under the command qf captain Robyns ;-
2 rank and file, killed ; 1 captain, 9 rank and file, wounded. 

Total;- I general staff, 1iubaltern, 2 serjeants, 35 rank and file, 
killed; 7 c~ptains, 4 subalterns, 11 se1jeants, and 2~9 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 
Killed;-General Sll!ff;-Major-g.eneral Robert Ross. 
21st .fu .~ileet·s;-Lieuc~nant Gracie. • 
Wounded ;-21st fusilee1'$ ;-Brigade-major Renny, slightly; lieute· 

nant Leavocq, severely. 
44!h regimerlt ;-Brigade-major Cruice, slightly; captain Hamilton 

Green~hields, dangerously (since dead); captain George Hill, lieutenant 
Rlchard Cruice, ensign J. White, severely. 

85th ligl!t infantry ;-Captains W. P. De Bathe and J.D. Hicks, 
lieutenant G. Wellings, slightly. 

Royal ma1·ines ;-Captain John Rohyns, severely. 
HENRY DEBllElG, major, A.D.A gen. 

VOL. II. LL 
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No. 73. 

From sir Alexander Cochrane to Mr. Croker. 

Sm, H.M.S. Tonnant, Chesapeake, Sept. 17. lSI.t. 
I request that you will be pleased to inform my lords commis

sioners of the admiralty, that the approaching eqtrinoctial new 
moon rendering it unsafe to proceed immediate! y out of the Chesa
peake with the combined expedition, to act upon the plans which 
had been concerted previous to the departure of the I phigenia; ma
jor-general Ross and myself resolved to occupy the intermediate 
time to advantage, by making a demonstration upon the city of 
Baltimore which might be converted into a real attack, should 
circumstances appear to justify it; and, as our arrangements 
were soon made, I proceeded up this river, and anchored 
off the mouth of the Patapsco, on the 11th instant, where the 
frigates and smaller vessels entered at a convenient distance for 
la;nding the troops. 

At an early hour the next morning, the disembarkation of the 
army was effected without opposition, having attached to it a 
brigade of 600 seamen, under captain E. Crofton, (late of the 
Leopard,) the second battalion of marines, the marines of the 
aquadron, and the colonial black marines. Rear-admiral Cock
burn accompanied the general, to advise and arrange as might 
be deemed necessary for our combined efforts. 

So soon as the army moved forward, I hoisted my flag in tha: 
Surprise, and with the remainder of the frigates, bombs, sloops, 
and the rocket-ship, passed further up the river, to render what 
co-operation could be found practicable. 

While the bomb. vessels were working up, in order that we 
might open our fire upon the enemy's fort at day-break next 
morning, an account was brought to me, that major-general 
Ross, when reconnoitring the enemy, had received a mortal 
wound by a musket-ball, which closed his glorious career be
fore he could be brought off to the ship. 

It is a tribute due to the memory of this gallant and r11spected 
officer, to pause in my relation, while I lament the loss that his 
majesty's service and the army, of whieh he was one of the 
brightest ornaments, have sustained by his death. The unani
mity and the zeal, which he manifes~ed on every occasion, while I 
bad the honor of serving with him, gave life and ease to the I 
most arduous undertakings. Too heedless of his per>onal se
curity when in the field, his devotion to the ,care and honor of 
his army has caused the termination of his valuable life. The 
major-general has left a wife and family, for whom I am confi-
uent his gratl'flll country will provide. 

The skirmishes ~~ hich hacl deprived the army of its bran: 
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general, was a prelude to a most decisive victory over t]JC flower 
of the enemy's troops. Colonel Brooke, on whom the com
mand devolved, l1aving pushed forward our force to within five 
miles of Baltimore, where the enemy, about 6000 or 7000, had 
taken up an advanced position, strengthened by field-pieces, and 
where he had disposed himself, apparently with the intention of 
making a determined resistance, fell upon the enemy with such 
impetumity, that he was obliged soon to give way, and fly in 
every direction, leaving on the field of battle a considerable 
number of killed and wounrled, and two pieces of cannon. 

For the particulars of this brilliant afl"air, 1 beg leave to refer 
their lordships to rear-admiral Cockburn's despatch, transmitted 
herewith. 

At day-break the next morning, the bombs having taken 
their stations within shell.range, supported by the Surprise, 
"'ith the other frigates and sloops, opened their fire upon the 
fort that protected the entrance of the harbor, and I had no\V 
an opportunity of observing the strength and preparations of 
the enemy. 

The approach to the town on the land-side was defended by 
commanding heights, upon which was con structed a chain of 
redoubts, connected by a breast.work, with a ditch in front, 
an extensive train of artillery, and a shew of fo ,·ce that was re
ported to be from 15 to 20,000men. 

The entrance by sea, within which the town is retired nearly 
three miles, was entirely obstructed by a barrier of vessels sunk 
at the mouth of the harbor, defended inside by gun-boats, 
flanked on the right hy a strong and regular fortification, and 
on the left by a battery of several heavy guns. 

These preparations rendering it impracticable to afford any 
essential co-operation by sea, I considered that an attack on 
the enemy's strong position by the army only, \\ith such dis. 
parity of force, though confident of success, might risk a 
greater loss than the possession of the town would compensate 
for, while holding in view the ulterior operations of this force 
in the contemplation of his maje,ty's govcrnme 11 t; and there. 
fore, as the pnmary object of our movement had been already 
fully accompli$hl'd, l communicated my observations to colonel 
Brooke, who, coinciding" ith me in opinion, it was mutually 
agPCcd that we should withdraw. 

The following morning, the army began leisurely to retire;· 
and so saluta.ry was the effect produced on the enemy by the 
defeat he had experienced, that, notwithstanding every oppor
tunity was ofTen·d tor his repeating the conflict, with an infinite 
superiority, our troops rc.embdrked without molestation. The 
ships of war dropped down as the army retired. 

The result of this demonstration has been the defeat of the 
I. L 2 

, 
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army of the enemy, the destruction, by themselves, of a quan. 
tity of ijhipping, the burning of an extensive rope-walk, and 
othm- public erections; the causing of them to remove their pro. 
]>erty from the city, and, above all, the collecting and haras. 
sing of the armed inhabitants from the surrounding country; 
producing a t'otal stagnation of their commerce, and heaping upon 
them considerable expenses, at the same time effectually drawing 
off their attention and support from other important quarters. 

It has been a source of the greatest gratification to me, the 
continuance of that unanimity existing between the two ser
vices, which I have before noticed to their lordships ; and I 
have reason to assure them, that the command of the army has 
fallen upon a most zealous aurl able officer in colonel Brooke, who 
has followed up the system of cordiality that had been so bene
ficially adopted by his much-lamented chief. 

Rear-admiral Cockburn, to whom I had confided that part 
of the naval service which was connected with the army, evinced 
his usual zeal and ability, and executed his important trust t() 
my entire satisfaction. 

Rear-admiral Malcolm, who regulated the collection, de. 
barkatiou, andre-embarkation of the troops, and the supplies 
they required, has merited my best thanks for his indefatiga~le 
exertions; and I have to express my acknowledgments for the 
counsel and assistance which, in all our operations; I have re
ceived from rear-admiral Codrington, the captain of the fleet. 

The captains of the squadron, who were employed on the 
various duties a-float, were all emulous to promote the service 
in which they were engaged, and, with the officers acting under 
them, are entitled to my fullest approbation. 

I beg leave to call the attention of their lordships to the re
port rear-admiral Cockburn has made, of the meritorious and 
gallant conduct of the naval brigade; as well as to the accom. 
panying letter from colonel Brooke, exprcs~ing his obligation 
to captain Edwarcl Crofton, who commanded, and captains T. 
B. Sullivan, Rowland, Money, and Robert Ramsay, who had 
charge of divisions; and I have to recommend these officers, 
together with those who arc; particularly noticed by the rear. 
admiral, to their lordship's favorable consideration. 

Captain Robyns, of the royal marines, who commanded the 
marines of the squadron on this occasion, and in the operations 
against Washington, being severely Wl)undcd, 1 beg leave to 
bring him to their lordship's recollection, as having been fre. 
quently noticed for his gallant conduct during the services in 
the Chesapeake, and to recommend him, with lieutenant Samp
son Marshall, of the Diadem, who is dangerously wonndetl, t() 
their lordships' favor and protection. 

First-lieutenant John Lawrence, of the royal marine artil. 
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lery, wl10 commanded the rocket-brigade, has again rendered 
essential service, and is highly spoken of by colonel Brooke. 

Captain Ed ward Crofton, who will have the honor of de
livering thil despatch, is competent to explain any further 
pJrticulaJs; and 1 beg leave to recommend him to their lord
ships' protection, as a most zealous and intelligent officer. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ALEXAND~.<;R COCHRAN:E, 

Vice-admiral, and commander in chief. 

To John Wilson Croker, Esq. &c . 

.,,,,,.1'1,,,,,,,..,. 

No. 74. 
From rear-admiral Cockburn to sir .Alexander Cochrane. 

H. M. S. Severn, in the Patapsco, 
Sm, 15th Sept. 1814. 

In furtherance of the instructions I had the honor to receiTe 
from you on the 11th instant, I landed at day-light on the 12th 
with major-general Ross, and the force under his command, at 
a place the general and myself had predously fixed upon, near 
to North-point, at the entrance of the Patapsco; and, in con
formity with his wishes, I determined on remaining on shore, 
and accompanying the army, to render him every assistance 
within my power during the contemplated movements and ope
rations; therefore, so soon as our landing was completed, I 
directed captain Nourse, of this ship, to advance up the 
Patapsco with the frigate, sloops, and bomb-ships, to bombard 
the fort, and threaten the water-approach to BaHimore, and I 
moved on with the army and seamen (under capt~tin Edward 
Crofton) attached to it, on the direct road leading to the 
above-mentioned town . 

We had advanced about five miles, (without any other occur
rence than taking prisoners a few light-horsemen,) when the gene
ral and myself, being with the advanced guard, observed a division 
of the enemy posted at a turning of the road, extending into a 
wood on our left; a sharp fire was almost immediately opened 
upon it, and as quickly returned with considerable effect by our 
advanced guard, which pressing steadily forward, soon obliged 
the enemy to run off with the utmost precipitation, leaving be
bind him several men killed and wounded; !Jut it is with the 
most heartfelt sorrow I have to add, that in this short and de. 
sultory skirmish, my gallant and highly valued friend, the ma
jor-general, received a musket-ball through his arm into his 
breast, which proved fatal to him on his way to the water-side 
for re-embarkation. 

Our country, sir, has lost in him one of its best and bravest 
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soldiers; and those who knew him, as I did, a friend most 
honored and beloved; and I trust, sir, I may be forgiven for 
considering it a sacred duty l owe to him to mention here, that 
whilst his wounds were binding up, and we were placing him ou 
the bearer which was to carry him off the field, he as~ured me 
that the wonnds he had received in the performance of his duty 
to hi~ country, caused him not a pang ; but he felt alone anxiety 
for a wife and family, dearer to him than his life; whsm, in the 
event of the fatal termination he foresaw, he recommended to 
the protection and notice of his majesty's government, and the 
country. 

Colonel Brooke, on whom the command of the army now 
devolved, having come up, aud the body of our troops having 
closed with the advance, the whole proceeded forwarrl about 
two miles further, ~here we observed the enemy in force 
drawn up before us ; (apparently a bout 6000 or 7000 strong;) 
on perceiving our army, he filed off into a large and extensive 
·woocl on his right, from which he comllH!nced a cannonade on us 
from his fidd-pieces, and drew up his men behind a thick paling, 
where he appeared determined to make his stanu. Our field 
guns answered his with an evident advantage; and so soon as 
colonel Brooke had made the necrsmry dispositions, the attack 
was ordered, and executed in the highest style possible. The 
enemy op(•ned l1is musketry on us from his whole line, immedi
ately we approached within reach of it, and kept up his fire till 
we reached and entered the '~ood, when he gave way in every 
direction, and was cha~ea by us a considerahle distance with 
great slaughter, abandoning his post of the Mrrting-house, situ
ated in this wood, and leaving all his wounded, and two of his 
field-guns, in our posses~ion. 

An advance of this description, against superior numhers of 
an enemy ~o postrd could not lle effected '~itht~ut Joss. I have 
the honor to euclo e a return of what has been suffered by 
those of the naval department, acting with the army on this oc
c;u.ion ; and it is, sir, with the greatest pride and pleasure I 
report to you, that the brigade of seamen \\ ith small arms, 
commander! by captain K Crofton, assisted by captains Sullinn, 
Money, and Ram~ay, (the three senior commanders with the 
flrrt), "lio commanded divisions under him, behaved with a 
gallantry and steadiness ll"hich would have done honor to the 
oldest troops, and '' hich attracted the admiration of the army~ 
The s~amen under Mr. Jackson, master's mate of the Tonnant, 
attached to the roel<et brigade, commanded by the first-lieute
nant Lawrence, of the marines, behaved also with equal sl<ill 
and bravery. The marines, landed from the ships under the 
command of captain Hobyns, the senior officl'r of that corps, 
belonging to th,• Jlret, kl'havcd with their usual gallantry. 

Altl ough, sir, in making to you my report of this action, I 
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know it is right I should confine myself to mentioning only the 
conduct of those belenging to the naval department, yet l may 
be excused for venturing further to state to you, generally, the 
high admiration with which I viewed the conduct of the whole 
army, and the ability and gallantry with which it was managed, 
and headed, by its brave colonel, which insured to it the success 
it met with. 

The night being fast approaching, and the troops much 
fatigued, colonel .Brooke determined on remaining for the night 
on the field of battle; and, on the morning of the 13th, leaving 
a small guard at the Mt'eting-house to collect and protect the 
wounded, we again moved forwards towards Baltimore; on 
approaching which, it was found to be defended by extremely 
strong works on every side, and immediately in front of us by 
an extensive hill, on which was an entrenched camp, and great 
quantics of artillery; and the information we eollectcd, added 
to what we observed, gave us to believe there were at least, 
within their works, from 15 to 20,000 men. Colonel Brooke 
lost no time in reconnoitring these defences; after which, he 
made his arrangement for storming, d~ring the ensuing night, 
with his gallant little army, the entrenched camp in our front, 
notwithstanding all the difficulties which it presented. The 
1mbsequent communications which we opened with you, how
ever, induced him to relinquish again the idea, and therefore 
yesterday morning the army retired leisurely to the Mec·ting
house, where it halted for some hours to make the necessary ar. 
rangcments respecting the wounded and the prisoners taken on 
the 12th, which being completed, it made a further short move. 
mcnt in the evening towards the place where it had dis-em. 
barked, and where it arrived this morning for re.embarkation, 
without suffering the slightest molestation from the enemy ; 
who , in spite of his superiority of number, did not even vcn. 
ture to look at us during the slow and deliberate retreat. 

As you, sir, were in person with the advanced frigates, sloops, 
and bomb-vessels, and as, from the road the army took, 1 did not 
see them after quitting the beach, it would be superfluous for me 
to make any report to you respecting them. I have now, there
fore, only to assure you of my entire satisfaction and approba
tion of the conduct of every officer and man employed uuder 
me, during the operations above detail ed, and to express to 
you bow particularly I consider myself indebted to captain Ed. 
ward Crofton, (acting captain of the Royal Oak,) for the 
gallantry, ability, and zeal, with which he led on the brigade of 
seamen in the action of the 12th, and executed all the other ser
vices with which he has been entrusted since our landing ; to 
captain White, (acting captain of the Albion,) who attended 
51e a& my aide de camp the whole time, and rendered me every 
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possible assistance; to captains Sullivan, Money, and Ramsay, 
who commanded divisions of the brigade of seamen ; to lieute
nant James Scott, of the Albion, whom I have had much fre
quent cause to mention to you on former occasions, and who in 
the battle of the 12th commanded a division of seamen, and 
behaved most gallantly, occasionally also acting as an extra aide 
de camp to myself. Captain Robyns, who commanded the ma
rinis of the fleet, and who was severely wounded during the en
gagement, I also beg to recommend to your favourable notice 
and consideration, as well as lieutenant George C. U rmston, of 
the Albion, whom I placed in commanu of the smaller boats, to 
endeavour to keep up a communication between the army and 
navy, which he effected by gre1t perseverance, and thereby ren
dered us most essential service. In short, sir, every individual 
seemed animated with ,equal anxiety to distinguish himself by 
good conduct on this occasion, and I trust, therefore, the whole 
will be deemed worthy of your approbation. 

Captain Nourse, of the Severn, was good enough to receive 
my flag for this service; he rendered me great assistance in get
ting the slot ips to the different stations within the river, and when 
the storming of the fortified hill. was contemplated, he hastened 
to my assistance with a reinforcement of seamen and marines; 
and I should consider myself wanting in candour and justice did 
I not particularly point out, sir, to you, the high opinion I en
tertain of the enterprise and ability of this valuable officer, not 
only for his conduct on this occasion, but on the very many 
others on which I have employed him since with me in the 
.Chesapeake. I have the honour to be, 4'c. 

GEORGE COCKBURN, rear.ad,miral. 
"Vice-admiral the bon. sir A. Cachrane, K.B. 

Commander in chief. 

No. 75. 

Colonel Brooke to the same. 

Ou board his majesty's ship Tonnant, 
DEAR sYR, September 15, 1814 

I beg leave to be allowed to state to you, how much I feel 
indebted to captain Crofton, commanding the brigade of sailors 
from his majesty's ships under your command; as also to cap
tains Sullivan, Money, and Ramsay, for their very great exer
tions in performing every formation made by his majesty's 
troops, having seen myself those officers expose themselves to 
the hottest of the euem1's fire, to keep their men in the line of 
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march, with the disciplined troops. The obedient and steady 
conduct of the sailors, believe me, sir, excited the admiration 
of every individual of the army, as well as my greatest gratitude. 

Believe me to be, dear sir, 
ARTHUR BROOKE, col.-com. 

Vice-admiral the hon. sir A. Cochrane, K.B. 
commander-in-chief. 

No. 76 . 
.A ret tern of killed 'arzd zvourz..ded belonging to the navy, disem

barked with the army under major-general Ross, September, 
12, 1814. 

Tonnant ;-1 petty officer, iJ seaman, 3 marines, wounded. 
Albion ;-3 seamen killed; 1 petty officer, 8 seamen, 6 marines, 

wounded. 
Ramillies ;-2 marines killed ; 4 petty officers, 6 ~eamen, 4 marines, 

wounded. 
Diadem ;-1 officer, 2 seamen, wounded. 
11felpomene;-1 petty officer killed. 
'l'rave ;-1 seaman wounded. 
Madat:.ascar ;-1 marine killed; 1 marine wounded. 
Roya(Oak ;-1 marine wounded. 
Total killed- I petty officer, 3 seamen, 3 marines. 
Total wouuded-1 officer, 6 petty officers, 22 seamen, 15 marines. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 
Killed-Melpomene ;-Mr. William, (or Arthur) Edmonson, clerk. 
1¥ounded-1'onnant ;-captain Robyns, royal marines, severely ; 

Mr. Cha,·les O~le, midshipman, severely. 
Diadem ;-lieutenantS. Marshall, severely . 
. Albion ;-John Billett, quarter-master, severely. 
Ramil/ies ;-Robert Wafton (or Watton) boatswain's-mnte, severely; 

Henry Bakewell yeoman of the powder-room, badly; John Prickett, 
ship's corporal, slightly. 

G. COCKBlJRN, rear-admiral. 

' No. 77. 
From major-general Smith, to the American secretary at wa1·. 

(Extract.) 

About the time general Stricker ltad taken the ground just 
mentionecl, he was joined by brigadier-general Winder, who 
had been stationed on the west side of the city, but was now 
ordered to march with general Douglas's brigade of Virginia 
militia, and the U oited States' dragoons, under captain Bird, 
and take post on the left of general Stricker. During these 
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movements, the brigades of generals Stansbury and Foreman, 
the seamen and marines under commodore Rodgers, the Penn
sylvania volunteers under colonels Cobean and Findley, the 
Baltimore artillery under colonel Harris, and the marine 
artillery under captain Stiles, manned the trenches and the 
batteries-all prepared to receive the enemy. vVe remained 
in this situation during the night. 

On Tuesday, the enemy appeared in front of my entrench
ments , at the distance of two miles, on the Philadelphia road, 
from whence he had a full view of our position. He manceu
vred during the morning towards our left, as if with the 
intrr~tion of making a circuitous march, and coming down on 
the Harford or York roads. Generals Winder and Stricker 
were ordered to adapt their movement to those of the enemy, 
so as to baffle this supposed intention. They executed this 
order with great skill and judgment, by taking an advantage
ous position, stretching from my left across the country, when 
the enemy was likely to approach the quarter he seemed to 
threaten. This movement induced the eucmy to concentrate 
bis forces (between one and two o'clock), in my front, pushing 
bis advance to within a mile of us, driving in our vidcttes, and 
showing an intention of attacking us that e1·ening. I imme
diately drew generals Winder and Striker nearer to the left of 
my entrenchments, and to the right of the enemy, wi th the 
intention of their falling on his right or rear, should he attack 
me; or, if he cleclined it, of attacking him in the morning-. 
To this mt~vement, and to the strength of my defence, which 
the ene n•y had the fairest opportunity of ol->serviug, I am 
induced to attribute his retreat, which was commenced at half
past one o'clock on Wednesday morning. In this he was so 
favored by the extreme darkness, and a continued rain, that 
we did not discover it until day-light. 

I have now the pleasure of calling your attention to the 
brave commander of Fort M'Hcnry, major Armistead, and "to 
the operations confined to that quarter. The enemy made his 
approach by water at the same time that his army was advanc
ing on the lan(l, and commenced a discharge ol bombs aml 
rockets at the fort, as soon as he got within range of it. The 
situation of majov Armistead was peculiarly trying-the enemy 
baving taken his position such a distance, as to render offensive 
oplll'ations on the part of the fort entirely fruitless, whilst their 
bombs and rockets were every moment falling in and about it 
-the officers and men, at the salli e time, entirely exposed. 
The vessels, hewevcr, had the temerity to approach somewhat 
Jlearcr-thcy were as soon rompclltd to 11ithdraw. During 
the night, whilst the enemy on land was retreating, and whilst 
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the bombardment was most severe, two or three rocket vessels 
and bar~es succeeded in getting up the Ferry Branch, but they 
were soon compelled to retire, by the forts in that quarter, 
commanded by lieu tenant Newcomb, of the navy, and lieute. 
nant Webster·, of the flotilla. These forts also destroyed one of 
the barges, with a!: on board. The barges and battery at the 
I .. azarctto, under the command of lieutenant Rutter, of the 
flotilla, kept up a brisk, and it is believed, a successful fire, 
during the hottest period of the bombardment. 

No. 78. 

From Captain Lockyer to vice-admiral Cochrane. 

His Majcsty~s sloop Sophie, Cat island 
sm, Roads, Dec. 18, 1814. 

I beg leave to inform you, that in pursuance of your orders, 
the boats of the squadron which you did me the honour to place 
under my command, were formed into three divisions, (the first 
headed by myself, the second by captain Montressor of the 
Manly, and the third by captain Roberts of the Meteor,) and 
proceeded vn the night of the 12th instant from the frigate's 
anchorage, in quest of the enemy's flotilla. 

After a very tedious row of thirty-six hours, during which 
tl1e enemy attempted to escape from us, the wind fortunately 
obliged him to anchor off St. Joseph's island, and nearing him 
on the morning of the 14th, I discovered his force to consist 
of live gun-vessels of the largest dimansions, which were 
mourrd in a line a-breast, with springs on their cables, and 
boarding nettings lriccd up, evidently prepared for our re. 
ception. 

Obsen·ing, also, as we approached the flotilla, an armed 
sloop endeavouring to join them, captain Roberts, who volun· 
teered to take her with part of his division, succeeded in cutting 
her oft' and capturing her "'ithont much opposition. 

About 10 o'clotl\, having closed to within long gun-shot, 
I directed the boats to come to a grapnel, and the people to 
get their breakfasts; and, as soon as they had finished, we 
again took to our oars, and pulling up to the enemy against a 
strong current, running at the rate of nearly three miles aa 
hour exposed to a heavy and destructive fire of round and 
grape, about JIOOO 1 had the sati>faction of closing with the 
commodore in the Seahorse's barge. 

After several minutes' obstinate resistance, in which the 
greater part of the officers and crew of this boat were either 
killed or wounded, myielf amongot the latter, severely, we 
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succeeded in boarding, and being seconded by tlte Seahorse's 
first barge, commanded by Mr. White, midshipman, and 
aided by the boats of the Tonnant, commanded by lieutenant 
'l'atnell, we soon carried her, and turned her guns with good 
effect upon the remaining four. 

During this time captain Montresor's division was making 
every possible e. ertion to close with the enemy, and with the· 
assistance of the other boats, thefl joined by captain Roberts, 
in about five mil:llltes we had possossion of the whole of the 
flotilla. 

I have to lament the loss of many of my brave and gallant 
companions, who gloriously fell in this attack; but, consider
ing the great strength of the enemy's vessels (whose force is 
underneath described) and their state of preparation, we have 
by no means suffered so severely as might have been expected. 

I am under the greatest obligations to the officers, seamen, 
and marines, I had the honor to command on this occasion, 
to whose gallantry and exertions the service is indebted for the 
capture of these vessels; any comments of mine would fall 
11hort of the praise due to them : I am especially indebted to 
captains M ontresor and Roberts for their advice and assistance: 
they are entitled to more than I can say of them, aod have my 
best thanks for the admirable style in which they pushed 011 

with their divisions to the capture of the remainder of the 
enemy's llotilla, 

In an expedition of this kind, where so many were concerned, 
and so much personal exertion and bravery was displayed, 1 
find it impossible to particularize every individual who distin
guished himself, and deserves to be well spoken of, but I feel 
it my duty to mention those whose behaviour fell immediately 
Jtnder my own eye. 

J.,ieutenant George Pratt, second of the Seahorse, who com. 
manded that ship's boats, and was in the same boat with me, 
conducted himself to that admiration which I cannot sufficiently 
express; in his attempt to board the enemy, he was several 
times severely wounded, and at last so dangerously, that 
I fear the service will be deprived of this gallant and promising 
young officer. 

I cannot omit to mention, also, the conduct of lieutenants 
Tatncll aiJd Roberts, of the Tonnant, particularly the former, 
who, after having his boat sunk alongside, got into another, 
and gallantly pushed on to the attack of the remainder of the 
flotilla. Lieutenant Roberts was wounded in closing with the 
enemy. I have the honor to be, &c. 

NICH. LOCKYER, captain. 
Vice-admiral the lion. Sir Alexander Cochrane 

commander.in.chief, &c. &c. &c. ' 

/ 



APPENDIX. 525 

Ko. 1.-Gun-'vessel, 1 long ~4-pounder, 4 1'2-pounder carronades, 
and 4 swivels, with a complement of 45 men; captain Jones, com
modore. 

No. \!.-Gun-vessel, 1 long 3~·pounder, 6 long 6-ponnders, 2 5-inch 
howitzers, and four swivels, with a complement of 4!i men; lieutenant 
M•Ives. 

No. 3 .-Gun-vessel, 1 long 24-pounder, 4 long 6-pounders, and 4 
swivels, with a complement or 45 men. 

No.4 -Gun-vessel, 1 long ~4-pounder, 4 12-pounde1· carronades, 
with a complement of 45 men. 

No. 5.-Gun-ves~el, 1 long ~4-pounder, 4 1~-pounder carronades, 
with a complement of 45 men. 

No. 6.-Armed sloop, 1 long 6·pounder, ~ !~·pounder carronades, 
with a complement of ~0 men. 

NICHOLAS LOCKYER, captain • 

. No. 79. 

A list of the killed and wounded in the boats of his ma}es&3's 
sltips at the capture of the American gun-vessels near Aero 
Orleans. 

Tonnant ;-I able seaman,~ ordinary seamen, killed; 1 lieutenant, 
4 midshipmen, 4 able seamen, 4 ordinary, 2 landmen,3 private marines, 
t•rounded. 

Nm·ge;-1 quarter-master killed: I master's-mate, 4 aulc seamen, 
3 ordlllary seamen, 1 private marine, wounded. 

Bedford ;-1 seaman killed; 2 lieutenant51 I master's-mate, 2 sea-
men, wounded. 

Royal Oak ;-1 seaman wounded. 
Rami! lies; -4 seamen killed; 9 seamen wounded. 
A•·mide;-1 seaman killed. 
Cydnus;-1 midshipman, 1 seaman,~ private marines, wounded . 
Seulwr~e ;-1 midshipman, 1 volunteer of the 1<-t class, 1 able seaman, 

1 ordinary seaman, 1 private marine, killed; 1 lieutenant, 2 midship
men, 1 lieutenant of marines, 7 ah le seamen, 7 ordinary seamen, 1 
Iandman, 4 private marines, wounded. , 

Trave ;-1 volunteer of the 1st class, 1 captain of the f<>retop, killed; 
1 priv~te marine wounded. 

Sophie ;-1 captain w'Ounded. 
Meteor;-S seamen wounded. 
Belle Pmde ;-~ seamen wounded. 
Gorgon-1 master's-mate wounded. . 
Total-S JnJdslupmen, 13 sean·en, 1 pnvate macine, killed; 1 cap- · 

tain, 4 lieutenants, 1 lieutenant of marines, 3 master's-mates, 7 m1d• 
shipmen, 50 sea.men, 11 marines, wounded. 

Grand Total-17 killed; 77 wounded. 
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No. 80. 

From lieutenant Jones to commodore Patterson . 

Sra, New Orleans, 12th March, 181 5. 
Having sufficiently recovered my strength, I do myself the 

honor of reporting to you the particulars of the capture of the 
division of United States' gun boats late under my command. 

OR the 12th December, 1814, the enemy 's fleet otl' Ship island 
increased to such a force as to render it no lon~er safe or pru
dent for me to continue on that part of the lakes with the small 
force which I commanded. I therefore determined to gain a 
station ncar the MaJheureux islands as soon as possible, which 
situation 1vould better enable me to oppose a further penetra
tion of the enemy up the Jakes, and at the same time atfanl 
me an opportunity of retreating to the P etite Coq uilles if 
necessary. 

At 10, A .M. on the 13th I discovered a large flotilla of bar~res 
had left the fleet, (shaping their course towan]s the Pass Chris
tian,) which I suppoird to be a disembarkat i(IH of tl·oops intended 
to land at that place. About 2, P.M. the enemy's flotilla 
having gained the Pass Christian, and con tinuing their course 
to the westward, convinced me that an attack on the gun-boats 
was designed. At this time the water in the lakes was uncom
monly low, owing to the westerly wind which had prevailed for 
a number of days previous, and whi ch still continued from the 
same quarter. Nos. 150, 1G2 and 163, although in the bes t 
channel, were in 12 or 1R inches lrss water than their draught. 
Every effort was made to get them a-fl oat by throwing over
board all articles of weight that could be dis pC' nscd witl1. At 
3 30, the flood - tide had commrnccd; got under weigh, making 
the bes t of my way to wards the Petite Coqui llcs . At 3 45, 
the enemy despatch t!d three boats to cut ou t the schoo ner Sea
horse, which hall been sent into th l' bay St. J.ouis tha t morning 
to assist in th e removal of the publ ic stores, \~ hich I had pre
viously ordered. There findiu g a remova l imp racticable, I 
ordered preparations to be made for their dc, t ru ction, lea t 
they should fall into the enemy's hands. A few di scharges of 
grape-shot from the Seahorse compell ed the three boat- , which 
had attacked her, to retire out of rt'ach of her gu ns: unt i; they 
were joined by four o thers, wh en t he at tack wa> recommenced 
by the seven boats. Mr. J ohmo n hav ing chosen an ad ra ntagc
ous position near the two 6-pounders mou nted on the bank, 
maintained a sharp action fo r ncar 30 minutes . wh r n the o'li emy 
hauled off, having one boat apparentl y much inj ur<'u , and with 
the loss uf several men kill ed and wound ed. AI 7 30, an 
explosion at the bay, and soon after a large fire, induced me to 
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believe the Seahorse was blown up and the public store-house 
llet on fire, which has proved to be the fact. 

About 1 A.M. on the 14th, the wind having entirely died 
away, and our vessels become unmanageable, came to anchor 
in the west-end of Malheureux island's passage. At daylight 
next morning, still a flerfect calm, the enemy's flotilla was 
about nine miles from us at anchor, but soon got in motion and 
rapidly advanced on us. The want of wind, and the strong 
ebb-tide which was setting through the pass, left me but one 
alternative, which was, to put myself in the most advantageous 
position, to give the enemy as warm a reception as possible. 
The commanders were all called on board aiJ.d made acquaintecl 
with my intentions, and the position which each vessel was to 
take, the whole to form a close liue a-breast across the channel, 
anchored by the stern with springs on the cable, &c. &c. Thus 
we remained anxiously awaiting an attack from the advancing 
foe, whose force I now clearly distinguished to be composed of 
42 heavy launches and gun-barges, with three lig ht gigs, 
manned with upwards of 1000 men and officers. A bout !) 30, 
the Alligator (tender) which was to the southward and cas t~ 
ward, and endeavouring to join the division, was captured by 
1evcral of the enemy's barges, when the whole fiotilJa came-to, 
with their grapnels a little out of reach of our shot, apparently 
making arrangements for the attack. At 10 30, the enemy 
weighed, forming a line a-breast in open order, and steering 
direct for our line, which was unfortunately in some degree 
broken by the force of the current, driving Nos. 156 and 163 
about 100 yards in ad ranee. As soon as the enemy came 
within r~ach of our shot, a deliberate fire from our long gUJts 
was opened upon him, but without much e1Tcct, th l) obj ects 
being of so small a size., At I a minutes befor e 11, the enemy 
opened a fire from the whole of hi s line, when the a.ction hecame 
general and destructive on both sid es . About 11 49, thc ad 
vance boats of the enemy, three in nu mber , attemp ted to board 
No. 156 , !Jut were repul sed wi th the loss of nearly every ofli.cer 
'killed or wound , d, and two boats su nk . A second attempt 
to board was then made by four othe r boats, whi ch shared 
almost a similar fa.tc. At thi s moment I recrived a scvrre 
wound in my left shoulder, whi ch compel lrd me to qu it the 
deck , leavin ?: it in charge of 1\'l r. Geo r~e Parke r, ma,le r's
mate, who gall antly defend ed the •·esscl un til he 11 as seve rely 
wounded, wh en the enemy, by his su perior number, succee<l ed 
in gaining pos' c,sion of the deck abo ut 10 mi nu tes pa5t 12 
o'clock. The cne1ny immediately t urned thr g un s of his prize 
on the other gun-boats, and fi red seve ral shot previo us to 
~trikin g- the American colo u rs . The acti on continued wit h 
unabating sc1crity until -10 miuatcs 11ast 12 o'clock) whcu it 
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terminated with the surrender of No. 23, all the other vessel! 
having previously fallen into the hanrls of the enemy. 

In this unequal contest our loss in killed and wounded lias 
been trifling, compared to that of the enemy. 

Enclosed you will receive a list of the killed and woundeJ, 
and a correct statement of the force which I had the honor t.o 
c:ommand at. the commencement of the action, together with an 
estimate of the force I had to contend against, as acknowledged 
by the enemy, which will enable you to decide how far the 
honor of our country's flag has been supported in this conflict. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES. 

No. 81. 

Statement of the effective forces of a division of the Unitecl 
States' gun-boats under the command uf lieutenant-com
manding Thomas ./J.p Cates by Jones, at the commencement 
of the action, with a flo.tilla of English gun-boats, on the 
14th December 1814. 
Gun-boat No. 5, 5 guns, 36 men, sailing-master John D. Ferris: gun

boat 23, 5 guns, 39 men, lieutenant Isaac M'Keeve; gun-boat No. 156, 
5 guns, 41 men, lieutenant-commandant Thomas A. C. Jonei; ~tnn
hoat 162, 5 ~uns, 3.5 men, lieutenant Robert Spedden; gun-boat 163, 
3 guns, 31 men, sailing-master George Ulrick. 

Total-23 guns, 182 men. , 

N.B The schooner Seal10rse, had one 6. pounder, and 14 
men, sailing-master William Johnson, commander; none killed 
or wounded. 

The sloop Alligator (tender) had one 4-poundrr and eight 
men, sailing-master 1-tichard S Shepperd, commander. 

THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES • 
.,.,,.,_,,,,.,.,. 

No. 82. 

Statement of the B1·itish fo1·ces which were engaged in the 
capture of the late United States' gun-boats, Nos. 'i3, 156, 5, 
162, and 163, near the lValheureux islands, lak1 Borgne, 
14th December, 1814. 
Forty launches and barges, mounting one carronade, each of 1 \! 1 18, 

and 24 caliber. 
One launch, mounting one long brass 12-pounder. 
One launch, mounting one long brass {)-pounder. 
Three gigs, with sm:1ll-arms Ollly. 
Total number of boats-45. 
Total numb9r of canJion-43· 
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The above flotilla was manned with 1200 men an<l officers, 
commanded by captain Lockyer, who received three severe 
wounds in the action. The enemy, as usual, will not acknow
ledge his loss on this occasion in boats or men; but from the 
nature of the action, and the observations made by our officers, 
while prisoners in their fleet, his loss in killed and wounded may 
be justly estimated to exceed 300, among whom are an unusual 
proportion of offtcers. 

No. 83.. 

From major-general Keane to major-general the honorable sir 
Edward Pakenham. 

Camp on the left bank of the Missis
sippi, nine miles from New Orleans, 

Sm, December 26, 1814. 
I have the honor to inform you, tl1at between the 17th and 

22d instant, the troops destined for the attack of Now Odeans, 
were collected at Isle aux Poix, which is the entrance of the 
Pearl river. . 

Having learnt that it was posaiblc to effect a landing at the hea!l 
of the bayou Catalan, which runs into lake Borgne, I directed 
major Forrest, assisstant-quarter-master-gencral, to have it 
reconnoitred. Lieutenant Peddie, of that department, accom
panied by the honorable captain Spencer of the navy, asccr. 
taincd on the night of 18th, that boats could reach the head of 
the bayou, from which a communication might be made to the 
high road, on the left bank of the Mississippi, leading to New 
Orleans.· 

On the morning of the 22d, every arrangement being made by 
vice-admiral the honorable sir Alexander Cochrane, 1 deter
mined to attempt it. The light brigade, composed of the 85tlt 
and 95th regiments, captain Laue's rocketeers, 100 sappcrs and 
miners, and the 4th regiment as a support, the whole under the 
command of colonel Thornton, were placed in the boats, and 
the 21st, 44th, and 9311 regiments, under colo1.1el Brooke, and 
a large proportion of artillery under major 1\iunro, were em
barked in small vc~sels. 

At 10 A . • Vl. on the 22d, we sailed frem Pearl River and 
reached the head of the bayou at day-light next morning. A 
landing was immediately effected "ithout any other opposition 
fhan the country presented; cap tain J3l,wchard of the royal 
engineers, in the course of two hours, opened a commun ication' 
through several fields of reeds, i .. tcrsec;ted by deep muddy 
ditches, bo1dered by a low swampy \\Ood; col•Jnd Thornton 
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then advanced and gained the high road, taking up a position 
with the right resting on the road, and the left on the Missis
sippi. In this situation I intended to remain until! the boats 
returned for the rest of the troops to the vessels, some of which 
grounded at a great distance. 

At about eight o'clock in the evening when the men, much 
fatigued by the length of time they had been in the boats, were 
asleep in their bivouac, a heavy flanking fire of round and grape
shot was opened upon them, by a large schooner and two gun
·vessels, which had dropped down the river from the town and 
anchored a-breast of our fires; immediate steps were necessary 
to cover the men, and colonel Thornton, in the most prompt 
and judicious manner, placed his brigade under the inward 
slope of the bank of the river, as did also lieutenant-colonel 
Brooke, of the 4th regiment, behind some buildings which were 
near that corps. This movemont was so rapid that the troops 
suffered no more than a single casualty. 

The 3-poumlers being the only guns up, the success of a 
few 12-pound rockets, directed by captain Lane, was tried 
against these vessels; but the ground on which it was necessary 
to lay them not being even, they were found not to answer, 
and their firing was ceased. 

A most vigorous attack was then made on the advanced front 
and right flank piquets, the former of the 95th, under captain 
Hallan, the latter the 85th, under captain Schaw; these officers, 
and their respective piquets, ~onducted themselve with firmness, 
and checked the enemy for a considerable time, but renewing 
their attack with a large force, and pressing at these points, 
colonel Thornton judged it necessary to move up the remainder 
of both corps. The 85th regiment was commanded hy brevet
major Gubbins, whose conduct cannot be too much com
mended. On the approach of his regiment to the point of attack, 
the enemy, favored by the rlarkness of the night, concealed 
themselves under a high fence which separated the fields, and 
calling to the men as friends, under pretence of being part of 
our own force, offered to assist thern in getting ovrr, which wall 
no sooner accomplished than the 85th found itself in the midst 
of very superior numbers, who, discovering themselves, called 
on the regiment immediately to surrender-the answer was an 
instantaneous attack; a more extraordinary con llir.t has per
haps never occurred, absolutely hand to hand both officers and 
men. It terminated in the repulse of the enemy with the 
capture of 30 prisoners. A similar finesse was attempted with 
the 95th regiment, which met the same treatment. 

The enemy finding his reiterated attacks were repulsed by 
colonel Thornton, at half-past 10 o'clock advanced a large 
column against our centre; pcrceivil1g his intention, I directed 
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colonel Stovin to order lieutenant-colonel Dale, with 130 men 
of the 93d regiment, who had just reached the camp, to move 
forward and use the bayonet, holding the 4th regiment in hand, 
formed in line, as my last reserve. Colonel Dale endeavoured 
to execute his orders, but the crafty enemy would not meet him, 
seeing the steadiness of his small bocly, gave it a heavy fire, and 
quickly retired. Colonel Brooke, with four companies of the 
21st regiment, fortunately appeared at that moment on our 
right flank, and sufficiently secured it from further attack. 

The enemy now determined on making a last effort, and, 
collecting the whole of his force, formed an extensive line, and 
moved directly against the light brigade. At first this line drove 
in all the advanced posts, but colonel Thornton, whose noble 
exertions had guaranteed all former success, was at hand; he 
rallied his brave comrades round him, and moving forward with 
a firm determination of charging, appalled the enemy, who, 
from the lesson he had received on the same ground in the 
early part of the evening, thought it prudent to retire, and did 
not again dare to advance. 

It was now 12 o'clock, and the firing ceased on both ~id<'s. 
From the best information I can obtain, the enemy's force 
amounted to 5000 men, and was commanded by major-general 
Jackson: judging from the number left on the field, his Joss 
must have been severe. I now beg leave to inclose a list of our 
casualties on that night, and have only to hope it will appear to 
you, that every officer and soldier on shore did his duty. 

To sir Alexander Cochrane I feel particularly obliged for his 
,·ery friendly counsels and ready comvliance with every wish I 
expressed respecting the service or welfare of the troops. 

To rear-admiral 1\'b)colm, and the several captains employrd in 
the landing, &c. I confess the greatest obligation. I must leave 
it to the vice-admiral to do them the justice they so much 
deserve, for I cannot find words to express the ex.ertions made 
by every branch of the navy, since the period of our arrival on 
this coast. 

J n the attack made on the centre, lieutenant-colonel Stovin, 
assisla!·,t.adjutant-general, received a severe wound, which 
deprived me of his able services; to him and major Forrest, 

·assistant-quarter-master-general, I feel greatly indebted; they 
arc both officers of great merit. Colonel Brooke is entitled to 
every praise for securing our right nank. 

To colonel Thornton I feel particularly grateful; his conduct 
on the night of the 23d I shall ever admire and honor. He 
headed his brigade io the most spirited manner, and afforded it 
a brilliant example of active courage and cool determination. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with lieutenant-colonel 
Brooke, commanding the 4th regiment; as also with major 

M M 2 
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Mitchell, of the 95th, who was unfortunately taken prisoner 
at the close of the atfair. 

The exertions of major Munroe, of the royal artillery, were 
unremitting; to him, and the officers under his commanrl, J feel 
every obligation. The assistance given by captain Blanchard, 
and the officers of the royal engineers, was most conspicuous, 
and entitle them to my best thanks. 

Brevet-major Hooper, acting deputy assistant-aujutant
gcncral, was attached to the light brigade. Colonel Thorntort 
states, that he dcrivell the greatest benefit from his activity, 
zeal, and judgmcut. I regret to have to add that he was very 
severely wounded, and had his leg amputated in the course of 
the night. 

The indefatigable zeal and intelligence displayed by lieu
tenants PPddie ami Evans, of the quarter-master -general's depart
ment, entitle them to the most favorable r.onsideration. 

Assistant-con1missary -general W emyss's arrangements were 
satisfactory, and deputy-inspector Thompson claims my best 
acknowledgements, for the care and attention shewn to the 
wounded, the whole of whom were collected, dressed, and com
fortably lodged, before two in the morning. 

Major Mills, of the 14th light dragoons, accompanied me on 
shore; from him, captain Persse, my aide de camp ; and the 
honorable lieutenant Curzon, naval aide de eamp, I received 
every assistance. 

Trusting that the steps I pursued while in command will 
meet your ap}Jrobation, 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN KEA.:\TE, maj •• gen . 

.,,,,,,,,#.#,,,.,,. 

No. 84. 

Return of casualties in action r;;ith tlte enemy 11ear New 
Orleans, on the 23d and 24th December, 1814. 

General<taff;-llicutenant·colonel, I m~jor, 1 lieutenant, wounded. 
Ro!Jul at'tille1'!J; 2 rank and file, killed; 1 lil)utenant, 7 rank and file, 

wounrlcd. 
Ro•: al engineers, .1appers rmd miners; 1 rank and fJ!e missing. 
4tli fool ;-1 •·aptain, 1 lic ·J ienant. 1 ~r1jeant, 1 drummer, 1 rank 

and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 14 r:wk and file, wounded. 
· 21st f'oot ;-I captai n, Q rank and file, killed: I SCI:JCant, 2 drum
mers, 8 rank and filp wounded; 2 rank and fil e, missmg. 

Both fo ·t; 2 c .. ptains, II rank anrl fil ,. , killed; 1 captain, 3 lieute
nants, 4 , c~j c, . .<ts. 2 drumnH' r', 57 tal. f\ll rl fil <· , wounded; 1 litute · 
na11t,, 1 ,. ,, i!!."• 1 .erjcan l, 16 k and file, mis&ing. 

93Jfvot ;-1 rank a nd fi lt-, " ou nded. 
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95th fool ;-6 scrjeants, I 7 rank and file, killed; ~ captain~ Q lieute· 
nants, 5 serjeants, 54 rank and file, woundtd; I maJ Or, 't ser:Jeants, 39 
rank and file, rnissiFJg. 

Total ;-4 captains, l lieuttnant, 7 se r:j eants, l drunrmer, 33 rank 
and tilt, killed ; 1 lieutenant-colonel, l major, Q captains, 8 
lieutenants, 10 serjeant>, 4 drummers, 141 rank and file, wound
ed; I major, I lieutenant, I en~ign, 3 SPrjeants, 58 rank and 
file, missin;;. 

Names (Jf the officers killed, wounded, anrl mis~i ng. 
Killed- -1tltfout ;-Captain Franci& Johnstone, lieutenant John Suther-

Janel. 
'2lstfoot; - Captain William Conran. _ 
85tlt fuot ;-Captains Charles Grey and Char·les Uar-rrs 
Wounded- general .<I<Jf;-Liuutenant-colonel Stovrn, 28 th foot, as-

sistant-~rljutant-genern l, >en:rely, but not dan~uously; major Uooper, 
87th follt, deputy assistant-adjutant general, severely; (I e)! amputated;) 
lieutenant Delacy Evans, Sd dragoons, deputy assistant-quarter-tnaster· 
gcne~a l, sever·ely. 

Ro_ljal.tlrtillery;-Lieutenant James Christie, se1•erel y. 
41ft fool ;-Lieutenant Thomas 1\'loody, scvertly. 
85titfoot; -Captain James Knox, lielrtenants George Willings, Fre

dcr·ick Maunsell, and William Hickson, sevt-rely. 
95tlt (out ;-Captain William Hallen, lieutennnt Daniel Forbes, se

verely; "lieutenant W. J. G. Farmer, slil!lrtly. 
11Iissing-85tlt j'oot ;-Lieutenant Wilham Walker, ensign George 

.Aslrton. 
95tltfoot-Major Samuel Mitchell. 

FRED. STOVJN, lieut .• col. uep. auj .• gen. 

No. 85. 

From mcfior-general J aclcson to the American sec1·etary at ww•·: 

IIeau.quarters, 7th military distr ict, camp below 
Sm, New Orleans, 27th Dec. A.l\'1. 

The loss of our gun.boats near the pass of the Rigolcts, 
having given the e nemy command of lake Borgne, he was ena
bled to choose his poin~ of attack. It became therefore an ob
ject of importance to obstruct the numerous bayous and carrals 
leading from that lake to the highlands on the Mis~issipp i. Tlris 
imporl:lllt service was committed, in the first instance, to a de. 
tachmcnt from the 7th regiment, afterwards to culoncl Delaronde 
of the Louisiana militia., and lastly, to make all sure, to major. 
general Villcre, commanding the district between the river and 
the lakes, and who, being a native of the country, was pre
sumed to be best acquainted with all those passes. Unfortu. 
natcly, however, a piquet which the general had established at 
the mouth of the bayou Bienvenu, and which, notwithstanding 
my orders, had been left unobstructed, was COlll!lletely sur:.. 
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prised, and the enemy penetrated through a canal leading to his 
farm, about two leagues below the city, and succeeded in cut. 
ting off a company of mili!ia stationed there. The intelligence 
was communicated to me about two o'clock on the ~3d. My 
force, at this time, consisted of parts of the 7th and 44th regi
ments, not exceeding 600 together, the city militia, a part of 
general Coffee's brigade of mounted gun-men, and the dctachl'd 
militia from the western division of Tennessee, under the com
mand of major.general Carroll-these two last corps were sta
tioned four miles above the city. Apprehending a double at
tack by the way of Chef.Menteur, 1 left general Carroll's 
force, and the militia of the city, posted on the Gentilly road; 
and at 5 o'clock P.lVI. marched to meet the enemy, whom I 
was resolved to attack in his first position, with major Hind's 
dragoons, general Coffee's brigade, parts of the 7th and 44th 
regiments, the uniform companies of militia under the command 
of major Plauche, '200 men of colour (chiefly from St. Domingo) 
raised by colonel Savary, and acting under the command of 
major Daquin, a~d a detachment of artillery under the direction 
of colonel M 'Rea, with two 6-pounders, unrlcr the command of 
lieutenant Spots-not exceeding in all 1500. I arrived near 
the enemy's encampment about seven, and immediately made 
my dispositions for the attack. His forces amounting at that 
time on land to about :moo, extended half a mile ou the river, 
and in the rear uearly to the wood. General Cofl'ee was ordered 
to turn their right, while, with the residue of the force, I at
tacked his strongest po>ition on the left, ncar the river. Com
modore Patterson having d roppcd down the river in the schooner 
Carolina, was directed to open a fire upon their camp, which he 
executed at about half after seven. This being the signal of 
attack, gt~nP.ral Coffee's men, with their usual impetuosity, 
rushed on the enemy's right, antl entered their camp, while 
our right advanced with equal ardor. There can be but 
little don bt that we should have succeeded on that occasion, 
with our inferior force, in destroying or Ci!pturing the enemy, 
had not a thick fog, which arose about eight o'clock, occa. 
sioncd some confusion among the dift'erent corps. Fearing the 
consequences, under this circumstance, of the further prosecu. 
tion of a uight attack with troops then actiug tagethcr for the 
first time, I contented myself with lying on the field that night; 
and at four in the morning assumed a stronger position about 
two miles nearer to the city. At this- position I remain en
camped, wailing the arrival of the Kentucky mil:tia, and other 
reinforcements. As the safety of the city will dcpeud on the 
fate of this army, it must uot be incautiously exposed. 

In this affair, the whole corps under my command deserve 
the greatest credit. The best compliment I can pay to general 
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Coffee and his brigade, is to say they behaved as they have 
always done while under my command. The 7th, led bfmajor 
Peire, and the 44th, commanded by colonel Ross, distinguished 
themselves. The battalion of city militia, commanded by major 
Plauche, realized my anticipations, and behaved like veterans. 
Sa,·ary's volunteers manifested great bravery; and the company 
of city riflemen, having penetrated into the midst of the enemy'• 
camp, were surrounded, and fought their way out with the 
greatest heroism, bringing with them a number of prisoners. 
The two field-pieces were well served by the officer command. 
ing them. 

All my officers in the line did their duty, and I have every 
reason to be satisfied with the whole of my field and staff. Co. 
lonels Butler and Piatt, and major Chotard, by their intrepidity, 
saved the artillery. Colonel Haynes was every where that duty 
or danger called. I was deprived of the services of one of my 
aides, captain Butler, whom I was obliged to station, to his 
great regret, in town. Captain Reid, my other aide, and Messrs. 
Livingston, Duplessis aud Davezac, who had Toluntee~·ed their 
services, faced danger wherever it was to be met, and carried 
my orders with the utmost promptitude. 

W c made one major, two subalterns, and 63 privates pri. 
soncrs ; and the enemy's loss in killed and wounded must have 
been at least -. My own loss I have not as yet been able to 
ascertain with exactness, but suppose it to amount to 100 in 
killed, wounded, and missing. Among the former I have to 
lament the loss of colonel Lauderdale, of general Coffee's bri. 
gade, who fell while bravely fighting. Colonels Dyer and 
Gibson, of the same corps, were wounded; and major Kave. 
naugh taken prisoner. 

Colonel Delaronde, major Villere of the Louisiana militia~ 
major Latour of engineers, having no command, volunteered 
their services, all did Drs. Kerr and Flood, and were of great 
assistance to me. r 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

No. 86. 

Report of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the army under 
the command of major-general .Andrew Jackson, in tl1e ac
tion of the 23d of December, 1814, with the enemy. 

Killed ;-artillerymen, 1; 7th United States' )nfantry, 1 lieutenant, 
serjeant, 1 corp~~al, 4 privates j 44th ditto, 1 privates; geueral 
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Coffee's brigade volunteer mounted gun-men, I lieutenant-colonel, I 
captain, I lieutenant, 2 se~jeants, 4 privates.-Total, 24. 

Wounded ;-p;encral staff, l colonel; 'Tth United States' infantry, L 
Cllpt:un, 1 ensign, l se1jeant, 2 corporals, '23 privates; 44th ditto, 2 lieu. 
tena11ts, 3 scrjeants, 2 corporals, l 9 privates; general Coffee's brigade, 
1 colonel, 2 lieutenant-colonels, I captain, 2 lieutenants, I quarter
master-serjeant, 3 5e~jeants, 2 corporals, I mu•ician, 30 privates; New 
Ol"iPans volunteer co1 ps, I captain, 2 serjeauts, 7 privates; volunteers 
of colol)r, 1 adjutant and 6 privates.-Total, wounded, 115 . 

.JJl"issing ;-general Coffee's brigade, l nwjnr, '2 captains, 3 lieute
nants, 1 quart~r-master, 3 ensig,ns or cornet&, 4 serjeant~, 1 corporal 1 2 
musiciaus, 57 privates.-'l'otal, missing, 74. 

No. 87, 

From commodore Patlcnon to the American secretary of the 
navy. 

SIR, U.S. ship f,onisiana, Dec. 28, 1814. 
I han; the· honor to inform you, that on the 23d instant~ 

while at the bayou St. John, rxamining the batteries erecting 
there by the navy, under the superintendance of captain Hen
ley, of the Carolina, I learnt that information had been 
received by general Jackson, that the enemy had penetrated 
through bayou Bienvenu with a large force, and effected a land
ing at gcnf'ral Villere's plantation on the banks of the Missis
sippi, 11hich upon application to the general proved to be true. 
The alarm was immediately given in town, and the troops put 
in motion : 1 repaired on board the U nitcd States' schooner 
Cnrolina, \lith captain Henley, and after ordering the Louisi
ana, commanded hy licuteJ tant-cummandant C. B . Thompson, 
to follow me, at 4 P. M. weighed, and it being calm, dropped 
do11 n with the current; qt about half past six I received a 
Tequcst from general Jacl<son, througl1 Mr. Edwarcl Living
ston, his aide de c.tmp, to anchor a-breast of the enemy's 
camp, which he pointed out, an:i. opened a fire upon them. It 
continuiug c:alm, ~ot out sweeps, and a few minutes aftPr, hav
ittl.( lwen fr, ·qu ently hailed hy the enemy's sentinels, anchored, 
vee red out a long scope of cable, sheered close in shore a-breast 
of their camp, aud commenced a heavy (and as l have since 
]earned most des truc tive) fire from our starboard battery and 
s~all arms, which was returned most spiritedlY: hy_ the enemy 
w1th Con~;re~e rockets and musketry from the1r \Vhole force, 
wh<"n nfter about 40 minutes of most incessant fire, the enemy 
"lHtS ~>ilcnccd; the fire from our batterv was continued till nine 
o' c· lock upon tlw cnL'my's flank while .engaged in the field with 
out· army, at which hour ceased firing, ·supposing, from the 
yi:.tan.cc of the cn~mts fire, (for it was too dark to sec any 
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thing on shor~, ) that they had retreated beyond the range of 
our guns-weighed an d swept across the river, in hopes of a 
breeze the next morning, to enable me to renew the attack upon 
the enemy, should they be rrturned to their encampment; but· 
was disappoiuted on the 24th, by a light air from north-north
west, which, towards the evening, hauled toward north-west, 
and blew a heavy ga le, compelf.ug me to remain dnriug the 
24th, :l5th, and 26 th , at anchor in a position a-breast of the 
enemy, althou~h every possible exertion was made by captain 
Henley to warp the schooner up, without success, from the 
extreme rapidity of the current occasioned by the very uncom
mon rise of the river. On the afternoon of the 26th, at the 
request of general Jack son, 1 visited him at his head-quarters, 
and went from thence to town, to equip and arm with two 
32-poutHiers, such merchant vessels in port, as I might find 
capable of su pportiug them. During the 24th, 2bth. and 26th, 
fired at the enemy whenever they could be seen,. Owing to the 
calmness of the night of the 23d, the Louisiana could not join 
me till the morning of the 21th, when she fortunately anchored 
about one mile above the Carolina. By the fire from the enemy 
on the night of the 23d, one man only was wounded, and very 
little injury done to the hull, sails, and rjgging; in her bulwarks 
were a great number of musket-balls, several in her masts and 
top-masts, and through her main"sail. Nothing could exceed 
the incessant fire from the Carolina, which alone can be attri
buted to the high state of discipline to which captain Henley has 
brought her crew. Of him, lieu tenants Norris and Cra,dey, 
and sailing-master Haller, I cannot speak in too high terms; 
the pdty officers and crow behaved with that cool determined 
courage and zeal which · has so strongly characterized the Ameri-
~an tars in the preoent war. I have the honor to be, &c. 

D. T. PATTERSON. 

No. 88. 

From captain Ilenley to commodore Pattenon. 

Srn, New Orleans, Dec. 28,1814. 
I have the honor to inform you, that after you left here 

on the ~6 th instant, in pursuance to your order, every pos
sible exertion was made to move the schooner Carolina 
higher up the river, and near general Jackson's camp, without 
success; the wind bting at N.N.W. and blowing fresh, and 
too scant to get under weigh, anti the current too rapid to 
move her by warping, which 1 had endeavoured to do with my 
HC)V, 
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At day-light on the morning of the 27th the enemy opened 
upon the Carolina a battery of five guns, from which they 
threw shells and hot shot; returned their fire with the long 
12-pounder, the only gun on board which could reach across 
the river, the remainder of her battery being light 12-pound 
carronades . 

The air being light and at north, r endered it impossible to 
get under way; the second shot fired by the enemy lodged in 
the schooner's main-hold under her cables, and in such a gitu. 
ation as not to be come at, and fired her, which rapidly pro
gressed. Finding that hot shot were passing through her cabin 
and filling room, which contained a considerable quantity of 
powder; her bwlwarks all knocked down by the cuemy's shot, 
the vessel in a sinking situation, and the fire incn·asiug, and 
expecting every moment that she would blow up, at a little 
after sun-rise I reluctantly gave orders for the crew to abandon 
her, which was effected, with the loss of one killed and six 
wounded. A short time after I had succeeded in getting the 
crew on shore, I had the extreme mortification of seeing her 
blow up. 

It affords me great pleasure to acknowledge the able assist. 
ance I received from lieutenants Norris and Crawley, and 
lldiling•master Haller, and to say that my officers and crew 
b ehaved on this occasion, as well as on the 23d, when under 
your own eye, in a most gallant manner. 

Almost every article of clothing belonging to the officers and 
crew, from the rapid progress of the fire, was h1volved in the 
des truction of the vessel. I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN D. HENLEY. 
P. S. I have not made out a detailed account of the action on 

the night of the 23d, as you wero on board during the whole 
action. 

No. 89. 

Fr(Jm major-general Jackson to the .American secretary at war. 

Head-quarters, seventh military district, 
Sm, Camp below New Orleans, Dec. 29, 1814. 

The enemy sucaecded on the 27th in blowing up the Caro
lina (she being becalmed) by means of hot shot from a land 
battery which he had erected in the night. Emboldened by this 
event, he marched his whole force the next day up the levee, in 
the hope of driving us from our position, and with this view, 
o11ened upon us, at the distance of about half a mile, his bombs 
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and rockets. lie was repulsed, however, with considerable 
loss; not less, it is believed, than 120 in killed. Our's was 
inconsiderable; not exceeding half a dozen killed, and a dozen 
wounded. 

Since then he has not ventured to repeat his attempt, though 
lying close together. There has been frequent skirmishing 
between our piquets. 

I lament that 1 have not the means of carrying on more 
offensive operations. The Kentucky troops have not arrived, 
and my ellcctive force at this point does not exceed 3000. 
Their's must be at least double; 60 prisoners and deserters 
agreeing in the statement that 7000 landed from their boats. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

No. 90. 

From commodore Patterson to the .American secretary of the 
nav21. 

U. S. ship Louisiana, four miles below New Orloons, 
Srn, 29th December, 1814. 

I have fhe honor to inform you, that on the morning of the· 
28th instant, at about half past seven, perceived our advanced 
guard retreating towards our lines-the enemy pursuing; ftrrd 
shot, shells, and rockets, from field artillery, with which they 
advanced on the road bel1ind the levee; sprung the ship to 
bring the starboard guns to bear upon the enemy; at 25 minutes 
pait eight A.M. the enemy opened their fire upon the ship "ith 
shells, hot shot, and rockets, which was instantly returned with 
great spirit, and much apparent effect, and continued without 
intermission until one P.M. when the enemy slackened their 
fire, and retreated with a part of their artillery from each of 
their batteries, evidently with great loss. Two attempts were 
made to screen one heavy piece o£ ordnance mounted behind 
the levee, with which they threw hot shot at the ship, and 
which had been a long time abandoned before they succeeded 
in recovering it, and then it mu,st have been with very great 
loss, as I distinctly saw, with the aid of my glass, several shot 
strike in the midst of the men (seamen) who were em ploycd 
dragging it away. At three P.M. the enemy were silenced ; 
at four P.M. ceased firin_g from the ship, the enemy having 
retired beyond the range of her guns. Many of their shot 
passed over the ship, and their shells burst over her decks, which 
were strewed with their fragments; yet, after an incessant can
nonading of upwards of seven hours, during which time 800 
shot were fired from the ship, one man only was wounded 
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slightly, by a piece of a shell, and one shot passed l>etween the 
bowsprit and heel of the jib-boom. 

The enemy drew up his whole force, evidently with an inten. 
tion of assaulting general Jackson's lines, under cover of his 
heavy cannon; but his cannonading being so warmly returned 
from the lines and ship Louisiana, caused him, I presume, to 
abandon his project, as he retired without making lhe attempt. 
You will have learned by my former letters, thal the crew of ' 
the Louisiana is composed of men of all nations, (English 
excepted,) taken from the streets of New Orleans not a fort
Jlight before the battle; yet I never knew guns better served, 
or a more animated fire, than was supportC'Il from her. 

]jeutcnant C. C. B. Thompson tlescr~ • s great credit for tl1e 
discipline to which in so short a time he had brought such men, 
two-thirds of whom do not undcrslaml English. 

Gfneral Jackson having applied for officers ami seamen to 
work the hcary cannon on his Jines furnished hy me, lieute· 
nants Norris and Crawley, Qf the late schooner Carolina, 
instantly volunteered, and with tl1e greater part of her crew 
were sent to those cannon, which they scned during the action 
herein detailed. The enemy must have suffered a great loss in 
that day's action, by the heavy fire from thi~ ship ami general 
Jackson's lines, where the cannon was of heavy calibre, ami 
~erved with great spirit. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration and resJlect, 
your obedient servant, 

DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 

No. 91. 

Report of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the army 
under the command of _major-general Andrew Jackson, in 
the action of the 28th of December, 1814. 

J(i/led-General CoffE:e's brigade, 1 private; New Orleans volunteer 
company, 1 private; general Carroll's division of Tenue&se militia, 1 
colonel, 1 ~erjeaut, 5 pri1•ates. 

Total-9. 
Wouuded;-Marines, 1 major; New Orleans volunteer company, S 

privates; general Ca1-roll's division, 1 lieutenant, 3 privates. 
Total wounded-8. 
Total killed, wounded, and mis;ing, on this uay-17, 
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No. 92. 

From commodore Patterson to the .American secretary of the 
navy. 

Mat ine batteries, five miles below New Orleans, 
Sm, January 2, 1815. 

Finding the advantageous effect which resulted from tho 
flanking tire of the enemy from the IJouisiana, as detailed in 
my letter of the '29th ultimo, 1 that night had brought down 
from the navy yard, and mounted in silence, a 24-pounder Oil 

shore, in a position where it could most annoy the enemy when 
throwing n p works on the levee ot· in the field. On the 30th 
opened upon the enemy with the 24-lJOunder, which drove 
them from their works, the ship firin~ at the same time upon 
tl1eir advance, which retired from the levee, and sheltered itself 
behind houses, &c. The frreat effect produced by the gun Oil 

shore, induced me on the 31st to land from the Louisiana two 
12~pounders, which I mounted behind the le\·ee in the most 
advantageous position, to harass the flank of the enemy in his 
approaches to our lines, and to aid our right. At four A. l\1. 
the enemy opened a fire upon the left of our line with artillery 
and musketry, which was returned most spiritedly with artillery 
and musketry. At two P.M. the enemy having retired, the 
firing ceased. 

On the first instant, at 10 A.M. after a very thick fog, the 
enemy commer.ced a heavy eannonadin~ upon general Jacl•son's 
lines and my battery, from batteries they had thrown up during 
the preceding night on the !<:vee; which was returned from our 
lines and my battet·y, and terminated, after a most incessant 
fire from both parties of nearly five honrs, in the enemy bein!' 
silenced and Jriven from their works; many of their shelh; 
went immediately over my battery, and th eir shot passed 
through my breast-work and embrazores, without injuring a 
man. On this, as on the 28th, I am happy to say, that my 
officers and men hchawetl to my entire sati,faction; but I b(•g 
leave particularly to name acting li eutenant Campbell, acting 
sailiug-mastcr John Gates, acting midshipm<tn Philip Philibert, 
of the Louisiana, and ,ailing-master Haller, of the late schoon er 
Carolina. I did not drop the Loui~if!.n a dol\ n "ithin the range 
of their shot, having lea rnt from deserters that a fun ace of 
shot was kept iu coustant readiness at each of their batteries, to 
burn her; and the guns br ing of much greater effect on •hore, 
her men 'rere dra\\n to man them, and I wa, particularly 
desiruw. to preserve her from the hot shot, n I t!ecmed her of 
incalculable sen ice to Co\'Cr the army in t e event of general 
Jackson retiring fr'Jlll his present line to those which he had 
thrown up in his rear. I have the honor fo hl!, &c. 

DAN lEL T. PATTEH,SON. 
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No. 93. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the army 
under the command of major-general .Andrew Jackson, in 
the action of the 1st of Jcmuary, 1814. 

Killed ;-At·tillery, navy, :wd rolonteers, at batteries, 8 pril'ates; 4-4th 
ditto, 1 private-; l!eneral Co!fee'& brigade, 1 serjeant; general Carroll's 
tlivision, 1 pri\·ate. 

Totnl-11. 
W01mdcd ;-Artillery, navy, and volunteeJS at batteries, 8; 7th 

United States' inftmtry, l private; 44th ditto, 3; general Coffee's bri· 
gade, 2; New Orleans' volunteers, 3 privates; general Carroll's divi· 
tiion, 1 seq)",eant, 2 pt·ivates; volunteers of colour, 1 lieutenant, 1 ser· 

jcant, 1 private. 
Total-23. 
To:al of killed, wounded, and missing this d:~y -34 • 

.,,,~.,..,,,,,,,.,. 

No. 94. 

Ret'lt1'n of casualties between the '!5th and 31st Dec. 1814. 

Royal artillery ;-4 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 5 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Royal enginur~, sappers and miners ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 
4thjimt ;-4 rank and file, wounded. 
21st foot ;-1 rank and file, killed; 1 rank and flle, wrmnded. 
44th fnot ;-'2 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and file, missing. 
85th foot ;-1 drummer, 3 rank and file, killed; 2 ensigns, 11 rank 

and file, wounded. 
93dfoot ;-2 rank and file, kill eel; 5 rank and file, woundd. 
95th foot; -3 rank and file, killed ; l serjeant, 3 rank and file, 

wounded ; 1 r~nk and file, missing. 
1st West lndill •·egiment ;- 1 captain, killed. 
5th ditto ;-1 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file, wounded. 

Total-1 captain, 1 drummer, 14 rank and file, killed; 1 lieute
nant, 2 en~i!!ns, 1 sErjeant, 34 rank and file, wuunded; 2 rank 
and file, missing. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 
Killed. 

1st West India regiment ;-Captain Francis Collings. 
Wounded. 

Royal m·tille1·y ;-Lieutenant B. L. Poynter, slightly. 
85th .foot ;-Ensign sir Frederick Eden, bart. severely; (since dead;) 

ensign Thomas Ormsby, slightly. FRED STOVIN, lieut .• col. 
dcp. adj.-gen. 
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No. 95. 

Retum of cmualties between theIst and 5th January, 1815. 

RrJyal artillery ;-1lieutenant, 1 se1jeant, 9 rank and file, killed; 
1~ rank anrl file, wounded. 

Rl>!Jal engineers, suppers, and miners ;-1 lieutenant, killed. 
21st foot;-1 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 4 rank and file, 

wounded. 

44th foot ;-1 lieutenant, 1 rank and file, killed; 3 rank and tile, 
wounded. 

85tltfoot ;-2 rank and file, killed; 2 lieutenants, 4 rank and file, 
waunded. 

9Sdfoot ;-1 serjeant, 8 rank and file, killed; 1lieutenant, 10 rank 
and file, wounded. 

95t!.fuot;-1 rank aHd file, killed; 2 rank and file, missin!!. 
5th West India regiment ;-4 rank and file, killed; 2 rank. and file, wounded. 

Total-S lieutenants, 2 serjeants, 27 rank and file, killer!; 4 lieu
tenants, 40 rank and file, wounded; 2 rank and file, missing. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed. 
Ro.IJa/ artillery ;-I.ieutenant Alexander Ramsay. 
Royal engineers ;-Li<:utennnt Peter Wright. 
44tlij(Jot ;-Lieutenant Jolin Blakeney. 

Wounded. 
21st foot ;-Lieuteuant John Lcnvock, slightly. 
851/i.foot ;-Lieutenant Rubert Charlton, severely; lieutenant J. W. 

Boy~. slightly. 
93tl.foot ;-Lieutenant Andrew Phaup. severel_v (since dead). 

FRED. STOVIN, leut •• col. 
dep.-adj.-gen. 

No. 96. 
From major-general Lambert to earl Bathurst. 

Camp, in front of the enemy's lines, below 
MY LORD, New Orleans, Jan. 10, 1815. 

It becomes my duty to lay before your lordship, the proceed. 
ings of the force lately employed ou the coast of Louisiana, 
under the command of major.gcncral the honourable Sir E. M. 
Pakenham, K.B. and acting in concert with vice-admiral the 
honorable sir A. Cochrane, K.B. 

The report which I enclose from major-general Keane, wilJ 
put your lordship in possession. of the occurrences whic_h 
took place until the arrtVal of maJor-general the honorable s1r 
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E. Parkenham to assume the command ; from that period I send 
an extract of the journal of major Forrest, assistant-quarter
master-general, up to the time of the joining of the troops, 
(which sailed on the 26th of October last under my command,) 
and which was on the 6th January; and from that period, I 
shall detail, as well as I am able, the subsequent events. 

I found the army in posit ion, in a flat country, with the 
Mississippi on its left, and a thick extensive wood on its rigllt, 
and open to its front, from which the enemy's line was quite 
distinguishable. 

It seems sir E. Pakenham had waiteu for the arrival of tl1e 
{U$iliers and 43d regiment, in order to make a general attack 
upon the enemy's line; and on the 8th, the army was formed 
for that object. 

In order to give your lordship as clear a view as I can, I shall 
state the position of the enemy. On the left hank of the river 
it was simply a straight line of about a front of lOOO yards with 
a parapet, the right resting on the riv,!r; and the left on a wood 
which had been made impracticable for any hody of t1roops to 
pass . This line was strengthened by flank works, and had a 
canal of about four feet deep generally, but not altogether of 
an equal width; it was supposed to narrow towards their left: 
about eight heavy guns were in position on this line. The 
Mississippi is here about 800 yards aero ·s ; and they had on 
the right bank a heavy battery of 12 gum, which enfiladed the 
whole front of the position on the left bank. 

Preparations were made on our side, by very comiderablc 
labor, to clear out and widen a canal that communicated with 
a stream by which the boats had passed up to the place of dis. 
embarkation, to open it into the l'rJ ississippi, by which means 
troops could be got ove1· to the right bank, and the co-opera. 
tion of armed boats could be secured. 

The disposition · for the attack was as follows :-a corps, 
consisting of the 85th light infJntry, 200 seamen, and 400 
marines, the 5th West India rr~imen t, and four pieces of artil
lery, under the command of colonel Thomton, of th •~ 85th, was 
to pass over during the night. and movt· alon~ the right hank 
towards New Orleans, clearing its front until it rcach~d the 
flanking battery of the enemy on that side, wh ich it had ordas 
to carry. 

The assailing of the enemy's line in front of us, was to be 
made by the brigade composed of tlw 4th, 'llst, and 44th 
regiments, wsth three compani1s of the !l .'H h unJl'r major. 
general GibiB, and by the 3d bng Hlc. consist in g of 1 hv 93d, 
two companies of the 95th, and two compantes of thP. fusill' "rs, 
and 43d, under major-genl'ral K~<ne; some blar.k troops "ere. 
destined to skirmish iu the wood oa the right; the lHIHCJ l)aL 
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attack was to be made by major-general Gibbs; the 1st bri. 
gadc, consisting of the fnsilecrs and !3d, formed the rcsen-c; 
the att1cking columns were to be providl)d with fascines, seal. 
ing-ladders, and rafts; the whole to be at th('ir stations before 
llavlight. An advanced battery in our front, of six lfl-ponnd ers, 
'vas thrown up during the night, about 800 yards from the 
enemy's line. The attack was to !Je made at the t·ar li c~t hour. 
Unlool<ed-for ditlieuHie,, increased hy th, falling of the river, 
occasioned considerable delay in the en trance of the armed boats, 
and those destinrd to land colonel Thornton's rorrs, by whicb 
four or five hours were lost, and it was not until past five in 
the morning, that the 1st division, consisting of 500 men~ were 
over. The ensemble of the general movem<~nt was lost, aud in 
a point which was of tho last importance to the attack on the 
left bank of the river, althou,.:h colonel Thornton, as your 
lordship will see in his report, "hit'h I enclosP, ably executed 
in every particular his instruction~, and fully justified the con
fidence the commander of the forces pL!ccd in his a!Jilities. The 
delay attending that corps occasioned some on the left bank, and 
tl10 attack did not take place until the columns were discernible 
from the enemy's lines at more than 200 yards distance; as 
they advanced, a continued nne! most galling fire was oprned 
from every part of their line, and from the battery on the right 
bank. 

The brave commander of the forces, who never in his life 
could refrain from being at the post of honor, and sharing the 
dangers to which the troops were exposed, as soon as from his 
11tation he bad made the signal for the troops to advance, gal. 
loped on to the front to animate them by his presence, and he 
was seen, with his hat off, encouraging them on the crest of 
the glacis; it was there (almost at the same time) he received 
two wounds, one in his knee, and another, which was almost 
instantly fatal, in his body; he fell in the arms of major 
M' Dougall, hi> aide de camp. The effect of this in the sight of 
the troops, together with major-general Gibhs an<l major-gene. 
raJ Keane being both borne off wounded at the same time, witb 
many other commanding officers, and further, the preparations 
to aid in crossing the ditch not being so forward as they ought 
to have been, from, perhap~, the men being wounded who were 
carrying them, caused a wavering in the column, which in llllCh 

a situation became irreparable; and as I advanced with the 
reserve, at about 250 yards from the line, I bad the mortifica
tion to observe the whole fallmg back upon me in the greatest 
confusion. 

In this ~itualion, finding- that no imprrssion hnd been made, 
that tltough many men had rea~:heu the dtteh, and were either 
rlrowned or obliged to surrender, and that it was impo~sible tlil 

vor,. 1r. N N 
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restore order in the regiments where they were, I placed t1te 
reserve in position, until I could obtain such information as 
to determine me how to act to the best of my judgment, and 
whether or not I should resume the attack, and if so, I felt it 
could be done only by the reserve. The confidence I have in 
the corps composing it woultl have encouraged me greatly, 
though not without loss, which might have made the attempt 
of serious consequence, a~ I know it was the opinion of the 
late distin~uishcd commander of the forces, that the carrying of 
the first line would not be the least arduous service. After 
malting the best reflections I was capable of, I kept the grouncl 
the troops then held, and went to meet vice-admiral sir Alex
ander Cochrane, and to tell him, that under all the circum
stances I did not think it prudent to renew the attack that day. 
At about 10 o'clock, I learnt of the success of colonel Thorn
ton's corps on the right bank. I sent the commanding officer 
of the artillery, colonel Dickson, to examine the situation of 
the battery, am! to report if it was tenable; but informing me 
that he did not think it could be held with security by a smaller 
corps than 2CDO men, I consequently ordered lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins, on whom the command had devolved, (colonel Thorn
ton being wounded,) to retire. 

The army remained in position until night, in order to gain 
time to destroy the IS-pounder battery we had constructed the 
preceding night in advance. I then gave orders for the troops 
resuming the ground they occupied previous to the attack. 

Our loss has been very severe, but I trust it will not be con
sidered, notwithstanding the failure, that this army has suffered 
the military character to be tarnished. I am satisfied, had I 
thought it right to renew the attack, that the troops would have' 
advanced with cheerfulness. The services of both army and 
navy, since their landing on this coast, have been arduous 
beyond any thing I have ever -witnessed, and difficulties h.tve 
been got over with an assiduity and perseverance beyond all 
example by all ranks, and the most hearty co-operation has 
existed between the two services. 

It is not necessary for me to expatiate to you upon the Joss 
the army has sustained in major-general the honorable sir E. 
Pakenham, commander-in-chief of this force, nor could I in 
adequate terms. His services and merits are so well known, 
that I have only, in common with the whole army, to express 
my sincere regret, and which may be supposed at this morueut to 
come particularly home to me • 

.M<tjor-general Gibbs, who died of his wounus the following 
uay, ami major-general Keane, who \vere hoth carried off the 
fie lei within 20 yard~ of the glacis, at the head of their brigades, 
sufficiently speak at such a uwmcul how they were conducting 
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themselves. I am happy to say major-general Keane is doing 
well. 

Captain Wylly, of the fusileers, military secretary to the late 
commander of the force.;, will have the honor of delivering to 
yonr lord ,hip the~e despatches. Knowing how much he en
joyed his esteem, and was in his conlidencr from a long cxpe. 
ricncc of his talents, l feel I cannot do less than pay this tribute 
to what I conceive would be the wishes of his late general, and 
to recommend him strongly to yon r lordship's protection. 

I have, &c. 
JOHN LAMBERT, 

.Major-general, commanding. 

No. 97. 
From colonel Thornton to major-general the honorable sir 

Edward Paken!tam. 

Redoubt, on the right bank of the 
siR, Mississippi, Jan. 8, 1815. 

I lose no time in reporting to you the success of the troop 
which you were yesterday pleased to place under my orders, 
wilh the view of attacking the enemy's redoubt and position on 
this side of the river. 

It is within your o,,.n knowledge, tlmt the difficulty had been 
found so extremely great of dragging the boats through the 
canal which had been lately cut with so much labor to the 
Mississippi, that, notwithstanding every possible c~eJ·tion for 
the purpose, we were unable to proceed across the river until 
eight hours after the time appointed, and even then, with only 
a third part of the force which you had allotted for the service. 

The current was so strong, and the difficulty, in consequence, 
of keeping the boats together, so great, that we only rf'ached 
this side f}f the river at day-break, and, by the tioUJc the troops 
were disembarked, which was effected without any molestation 
from the enemy, 1 percci,·cd by the flashes of the guns, that 
your attack had already commenced. 

This circum.,tancc made me extn·mely anxious to move for• 
ward, to pren·nt the destructive enfilading fire, which would, 
of course, he openrd on your columns from the enemy's bat. 
teries on this side; and 1 prorel·ded with the greatest possible 
expedition, strengthenLd and secured on my light .flank by 
three gun-hoats, under captaiu Robert~ of the navy, whose 
zeal and exertions on this occasion were as unn•mitted as his 
arran~t·mcnts in eml>arking the troops, nnd in kt•1•ping the 
boats together in crossing the river, were excellent . 

.N.N2 
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The enemy made no opposition to our advance, until we 
reached a piquet, posted behind a briclge, at about 500 paces 
from the house in the Orange grove, and secured by a small 
work, apparently just thrown up. 

This piquet was very soon forced and driven in by a division 
of the 85th regiment, under captain Schaw, of that regiment, 
forming the advanced guard, and whose mode' of attack for the 
purpose was prompt and judicious to a degree. 

Upon my arrival at the Orange Grove, I ha(l an oppor
tunity of reconnoitring, at about 700 yards, the enemy's posi
tion, which I found to be a very formidable redoubt ou the 
bank of the river, with the right flank secured by an entrench
ment extending back to a thick wood, and its line protected 
by an incessant fire of grape. Under such circumstances it 
seemed to me to afford the best prospect of success, to endea
vour to turn his right at the wood; and I accordingly detached 
two divisions of the 85th, under brevet lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins, to effect that object, which he accomplished with hi' 
usual zeal and judgment, whilst 100 sailors, under captain 
Money, of the royal navy, who, I am sorry to say, was 
aeverely wounded, but whose conduct was particularly distin
guished on the occasion, threatened the enemy's left, supported 
by the division of the 85th regiment, under captain Schaw. 

When these divisions had gained their proper position, I 
deployed the column composed of two divisions of the 85th 
regiment, under major Deshon, whose conduct I cannot suffi
ciently commend, and about 100 men of the royal marines, 
under major Adair, also deserving of much commendation, and 
moved forward in line, to the attack of the centre of the
intrenchment. 

At first, the enemy, confident in his own security, shewed a 
good countenance, and kept up a heavy fire, but the determi
nation of the troops which I had the honour to command, to 
overcome all difficulties, compelled him to a rapid and disorderly 
flight, leaving in our possession his redoubts, batteries, and 
position, with 16 pieces of ordnance, and the colors of the 
New Orleans regiment of militia. 

Of the ordnance taken, l enclose the specific return of major 
Mitchell, of the royal artillery, who accompanied and affort.led 
me much assistance, by his able directions of the firing of some 
rockets, it not having been found practicable, in the first 
instance, to bring over the artillery attached to his command. 

I shall have the honor of sending you a return of the casualties 
that have occurred, as soon as it is possible to collect them, but 
I am happy to say they are extremely inconsiderable when tbe 
atrength of the position and the number of the enemy arc con-
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sidered, wllich our prisoners, (about 30 in number) agree in 
stating from 1500 to !lOOO men, commanded by general 
Morgan. 

I should be extremely wanting both in justice and in grati. 
tude, were I not to request your particular notice of the officers 
whose names I have mentioned, as well as of major Blanchard, 
of the royal engineers, and lieutenant Peddie, of the 27th regi. 
ment, deputy.assistant-quarter.master-gcneral, whose zeal and 
intelligence I found of the greatest service. 

The wounded men are meeting with every degree of attention 
and humanity by the medical arrangements of staff-surgeon 
Baxter. 

The enemy's camp is supplied with a great abandanco of 
provisions, and a very large store of all sorts of ammunition. 

On moving to the attack, I received a wound, which shortly 
after my reaching the redoubt, occasioned me such pain and 
stiffness, that I have been obliged to give over the command of 
the troops on this side to lieutenant-colonel Gubbins, of the 
85th light infantry; but, as he ha;; obtained some reinf<>rce. 
ment, since the attack, of sailors and marines, and has taken 
the best precautions to cover and secure his position, I will be 
answerable, from my knowledge of his jud~~;ment and expe. 
r icnce, that he will retain it, until your pleasure ancl further 
orders shall be communicated to him. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. THORNTON, colonel, 

T o major-gen. the bon. sir E . .M. lieut.·col. 85th reg. 
Pakenbam, K.B. &c. 

No. 98. 

Returtt of the ordnance taken from tlte enemy by a detarhment 
of the army acting on the Right Bank of the 1liississippi, 
under the command of colonel Thornton. 

Redo ubt, Right Bank of the Missis&ippi, 
January 8, 1815. 

I brass 10-inch howitzer, 2 bra5s 4-pounder tield pieces, 3 24-pound
ers, 3 1'l-pounders, 6 9-pounders, 1 12-pounder carronadc, not 
mounted. 

On the howitzer is inscribed, " Taken at the surrender of Yo·~ 
Town, 1721.'' 

J, MITCHELL, maj. ca11t. royaJ.artil. 
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No. 99. 

From vice.admiral Cochrane to lrlr. Crolcer. 

SIR, Armide, off Isle au Chat, January 18, 1815. 
An unsuccessful attempt to gain posscf~>ion of the enemy's 

lines ncar New Orleans, on the 8th instant, having left me to 
deplore the fall of major-general the honorable sir Ed ward 
Pakenham, and major-general Gibbs; and !lcprived the scnicc 
of the present assistance of major-general Keane, who is 
severely wounded, I st~nd the Plant'!genet to J<~nlJ;Iand, to convey 
a despatch from major-general Lambert, upon whom the com
mand of the army ha,; cleYolvcd, and to inform my lord commis· 
sioncrs of the Aclmiralty of the operations of the combined 
forces since my arrival npon this coast. 

The accomp<~nying letters, Nos. 163 and 169, of the 7th and 
16th ultimo, will acquaint their lord~hips of the proceedings 
of the squadron to the 15th of December. 

The great distance from the anchorage of the frigates and 
troop ships to the bayou Catalan, which, from the be~t infor
mation we could gain, appcarcrl to ol\'er the most secure, and 
was, indeed, the only unyrotected spot whereat to etfe~t a dis
embarkation, and our means, even with the ;uldition of the 
captured enemy's guu-veosels, only affording us transport for 
l1alf the army, exclusive of the supplies that were rCtjuircd, it 
became nece~,ary, it• order to have support for the division that 
would first land, to a>semble the whole at some intermediate 
position, from whence the second division could be re-crnliarl\Cd 
in vessels brought light into the Jakt·, as ncar the bayou as 
might be practicable, and remain there until the boats could 
land the first diTision and return. 

Upon the 16th, therefore, the advance, commandctl by colonel 
Thornton, of the R5th rcgimtnt, \\aS put into the glllt-vcssels 
and boats, and captain Gonion, of the Seahorse, proceeded 
with them, and took post upon the hie aux Poix, a small 
swampy spot ,at the mouth or the Pcad river, about 30 miles 
from the anchorage, and nearly the same clistancc from the 
bayou, where ma.jor.general Keanl', rear-admiral Codrington, 
and myself joinl'd them on the following day ; meeting the 
gun-ves>cls and boats returning to the shipping for troops, and 
supplies of stores and provisions. 

The~ honorable captain Spencer, of the Carron, and Jieute· 
11ant Peddy, of the quarter-master-general's drpartmcnt, who 
W\'re sent to reconnoitre the bayou Catalan, now returned with 
a favorable report of its position for disembarking the army ; 
paving, with their guide, pulled up in a canoe to the head of 

'·' 
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tlle bayou, a distance of eight miles, and landed within a mile 
ancl a half of the high road to, and about six miles below New 
Orleans, where they crossed the road without meeting with any 
interruption, or perceil·ing the least preparation on the part 
of the enemy. 

The ~evere changes of the weather, from rain to fresh gales 
and hard frost, retarding the boats in their repeated passages to 
and from the shipping, it was not until the 21st that lleaving 
on board the greater part of the two black regiments, and the 
dragoons) we could assemble troops and supplies sufficient to 
admit of our proceeding; and, on that day, we commenced 
the embarkati'on of the second division in the gun-ve.•sels, s.uch 
of the hired craft as could be brought into the lakes, and the 
Anaconda, which, by the greatest exertions, had been got over 
the s h oa I passages. 

On the 22d, these vessels being filled with ahout 2400 men, 
the advance, consisting of abo11t 1600 men, got into the boats, 
and, at eleven o'clock, the whole starh'tl, with a fair wind, to 
cross Lac llorgne. We had not, howe,·er, proceeded al>Ove 
two miles when the Annconda grounded, and the hired craft 
untl gun-vc~scls taking the ground in succt•,sion before they 
had got within ten miles of the bayo. ; the advance pushcrl 
()fl, and at about midnight reached the entrance. 

A piquet, which the enemy had taken the preC<LUtion to 
)>lace there, being surprised and cut ofl', major-general Keane, 
with rear-admiral Malcolm and the advance, moved up the 
bayou, and having effected a landing at !lay-break, in the 
courso of the day was enabled to take up a position aero s the 
main road to New Orleans, between the river Mississippi and 
the bayou. 

In this situation, about an hour after sun.set, and before the 
boats could return with the second division, an enemy's schoo
ner of 14 guns, and an armed ship of 16.guns, havin" dropped 
down tjlC Mississippi, the former commenced a brisk cannon
ading, which was followed up by an attack of the whole of the 
American army. Thrir troops were, however, beaten back, 
and obliged to retire "ith considerable loss, and major-general 
Keane advanced somewhat beyond his former position. As 
soon as the second division was brought up, the gun-vessels and 
boats returned for the remainder of the troops, the small-armed 
seamen and marines of the >quadron, ami such supplies as were 
required. 

On the 25th, major-general sir E. Pakenham and major~ 
general Gibbs arrived at head-quarters, when the former took 
commancl of the army. 

The schooner which hatl continued at intervals to annoy the 
t roop> having been burnt, Oil the 27th, by hot shot from our 
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artillery, and the ship having warped farther up the river, the 
following day the general moved forward to wil11in gun-shot 
of an entrenchment which the enemy had newly thrown up, 
extending across thn cultivated ground from the Mississippi to 
an impassable swampy wood on his left, a distance of about 
1000 yards. 

It being thou~ht necessary to bring heavy artillery against this 
work, ami also against the ship "'hich had cannonaded the army 
when advancing, guns were brought U(J from the shipping, and 
ou the 1st instant batteries were opr1wd ; but our fire not 
haring the desired effect, the attack was dcfered until the 
arrival of the troops under major-general Lambert, which were 
daily expected. 

Major-general Lambert, in the V engeur, with a convoy of 
transports, having ou board the 7th and 43d regiments, reached 
the outer anchorage on the lst, and this reinforcement was all 
brought up to the advance on the 6th instant, while prepara
tions were making for a. second attack, in the proposed plan 
for which, it was det:ided to throw a body of men across the 
river to gain po,sessio:J of the enemy's guns on the right bank. 
For this purpose the canal by which we were enabled to conduct 
provisions all() stores towards the camp, was widened and 
extended to the river, and about 50 barges, pinnaces, and 
cutters, having, in the day-time of the 7th, been tracked under 
cover and unperceived, close up to the bank, at night the 
whole were draggtd into the l\'lis>issippi, and placed under the 
command of captain Roberts of the Meteor. 

The boats having grounded in the canal, a di~tance of 350 
yards from the river, and the bank being composed of wet clay 
thrown out of the canal, it was not until nearly day-li;;ht that 
with the utmost possible exertions, this service was completed. 

The 85th regiment, "ith a division of seamrn under captain 
:Money, and a division of marines under major Adair, the whole 
amounting to about 600 men, commanded uy colonel Thornton, 
of the ~5th regiment, were embarked an(l landed on the right 
bank of the river without opposition, jnst after day-light; 
and the armed boats moving up the river as the troops advanced, 
this part of the operations succeeded perfectly ; the enemy 
having been driven from every position, leaving behind him 17 
pieces of cannon. 

The great loss, however, sustained by the principal attack 
hal'ing induced general Lambert to send orders to colonel 
Thornton to retire, after spiking the guns ami destroying the 
carriages, the whole were rc.emharkcd and brought back, ant! 
the boats by a similar process of hard labor were aga.in dragged 
into the caual, and from thence to the bayou, conveying at 
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the same time such of the wounded as it was thought requisite 
to send olf to the ships • 

. LVTajor-~eneral Lambert having determined to withdraw the 
army, measures were taken to re-embark the whole of the 
sick and wounded, that it was po>sible to move, and the stores, 
ammunition, ordnance, &c. with such detachments of the army, 
seamen, and marines, as were not immediately wanted ; in 
order that the remainder of the army may retire unincumbered, 
and the last division be furnishell with sufficient means of 
transport. 

This arrangement being in a forward state of exccu tion, I 
quitted head-quarters on the 14th instant, leaving rear-admiral 
l\llalculm to cc>nduct the naval part of the oper<~.tions in that 
quarter, anrl I arrived at this anchorage Oil 1he 16th, where I 
am arranging for the reception of the army, and preparing the 
fleet for further operations 

I must, in common with the nation, lament the loss which the 
serviee has sustained by the death of major-gt•ncra I the honor
able sir .Edward Pakenham, and m;!,jor-general G1bbs. Their 
great military qualitil's were justly estimated whtlt· hving, and 
their zealo11s devotion to our country's welfare, will be chenshed 
as an eKample to f·,ture gem·rations. 

ln justice to the oflicero and men of the squadron uncler my 
command, who have been employed ttpon this expedition, I 
cannot omit to call the attention or m~ lords commissioners of 
the Admiralty to the lahoriuu~ excrti;ms and great privations 
which have beet~ willingly and ch~erfnlly borne, by every class, 
for a pCi iod of nearly &ix weeks. 

From the L 2th of December, when the boats proceeded to 
the attack of the enemy's gun.vt•ssels, to the present time, but 
very few of the officers or men have ever slept one night ott 
board their shtps. 

The whole of the army, with the principal part of its provi
sions, its stores, artillery, ammunition, aud the numerous neces
sary appeml<tges, have been all transportu-J from the shipping to 
the head of the bayon, a dis tance of 70 miles, chiefly in open 
boats, and are now rc-l'tnbarking by the same process. The 
hardships, therefore, which the buats' crews ha ve undergone, 
from their being kept day and night continually passing and 
repassing in the mo>t chan~eablc and severe weather, have 
rarely been etjuallerl; and it has heen highly honorable to both 
services, and most grat1fying to myself, to observe the emula
tion and unanimity whtch has pervaded the whole. 

H.ear-admiral i\1dlcolm onperinto.: ndc1l the disembarkation of 
the army, and the various services performed by the boats; and 
it is a duty that l fulfil with much pleasure, assuring their Lord-
1lhips that his zeal and exertions upon every occasion could not 
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be surpassed by any one. I beg leave also to offer my testi
mony to the unwearied and cheerful assistance afforded to the 
rear-admiral by captains sir Thomas M. Hardy, Dash wood, and 
Gordon, and the several captains and other officers. Rear
admiral Codrington accompanied me throughout this service; 
amll feel much indebted for his able advice and assistance. 

Captain sir Thomas Troubridgc, and the officers and seamen 
attached under his command to the army, ha,•e conducted 
themselves much to the satisfaction of the generals commanding. 
Sir Thomas Troubridge speaks in the highest terms of the cap
tains and other olficers employed under him. as named in his 
Jetter, (a copy of which is enclosed,) reporting their services. 
He particularly mentions captain Money, of the Travc, who, 
I am much concerned to say, had both boues of his leg broken 
by a mnskct.,hot, advancing under a heavy fire to the attack of 
a battery that was afterwards carried. The conduet of captain 
1\loney at 'Vashington, and near Baltimore, \I hct e he was 
employed with the army, having before occasioned my noticing 
]tim to their lordships, 1 beg kave now to recomlllend him most 
strongly to their protection. The wound that t>c has received 
not atrording him any probability of his being a hit• to return to 
ltis duty for a considerable time, J have given him leave of 
absence to go to England; and shall intrust to him roy des
patches. 

I have not yet received any official report from the captain 
of the N ymphe, which ship, with the vessels nan cd iu the 
margin,lll were 5cntinto the Mississippi, to create a divenion in 
that quarter. 

The bombs have been for some days past thro" ing shells 
into fort Placquemain, but 1 fedr without much dfect.-1 have 
sent to recall such of them as are not required for the blockade 
of the river. I have the honor to he. &c. 

A LBXAN DEH. COCllRANE, 
vice-admiral, and commander in chief. 

J. Wilson Croker, esq. &c. 

No. 100. 

Retur·n of casualties on the 8th of J anztary, 1815. 

Ge11eml s'(I.Jf ;-1 m"jor-geuernl, 1 captain, killed; 2 rolljor-gene· 
rals, 1 captair~, 1 lieutenaut, wounded. 

Royal artillEry ;-5 rank and file, killed ; 10 rnnk and file, woundecl. 
Bo!Jol wgincL1 s, suppers, and 111i1te1 s ;-~ rauk and file, "oundcd • . 

* Nymphe, Herald, ~tna, Meteor, Thibtle, I'ig111y., 
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4th foot ;-1 ensi~n, 2 serjeants, :J!) r[u;k and file, kill ed; 1 lieute
nant-colonel, 1 majot·, 5 cap1:1t11;, 11 licutenallrS, 4 c11Si!!ll5, 1 staff, 9 
serjeallts, 222 rank and file, wou!ld ed; !lieutenant, 1 serJeant, 53 rank 
and file, missing. 

7tltfoot ;-1 major, 1 captain, I so:>rjeant, 38 rank and fil e, killed; 2 
c?.ptains, >!lieutenants, 2 se~jea11t•, 47 rank at:d and tilt>, "ounrled. 

21stfoot ;-1 maj .. r, I < aptar11, 1 lieuterm11t, 2 'etjeants, o5 n\llk and 
tile, killed; 1 licllrenallt- colonel, I major, 2 ltt>utenant · , 6 oer1eants, I 
drummer, 14.4 r<~nk n11d ftle, wounded; 2 aptain;, 7 lieutenants, 8 ser
jea!ltS, 2 drummers, 217 rank and fil,., mi~;ing. 

43dfoot ;-2 se t:j eallts, 1 drummer, 8 ra11k and file, killed; '2 lieute· 
nnnts, 3 se t:jc•ants, ~ drummers, 3·i rank and file , wounded; 1 captain, 
5 rank and tile, mi'5ing. 

4·!' 11 foot ;-1 lieutenant, 1 en·i~n, I se~ieant, 32 rank and file, 
killer!; 1 captain , 5 ltFutenant>, 3 en>igns, 5 serjeant;, 149 rank and 
file, wounded; I lteute11ant, 2 serjeants, 1 drununer, 76 rank ond file, 
missiu~-

851/1 foot ;-'2 rank and file, kill ed; llieutenant-colonel, 1 lieute
JJant, s· se rjeants, 2 drumrnf'rs, 3-1 rank and file, wounded; I rank and 
tile, mios in:.;. 

93dfoot ;-I lieutenant-colonel, 2 captaius, 2 serjeants. 58 rank and 
file, killed; 4 captain~, 5 lr eu tenants, 17 serjeants, 3 drtl!nmet·s, 3~8 
rank and file, wounrlcd; 3 lieutenants, 2 serjeants, 1 drummer, 99 rank 
and file, missing. 

95th foot;- I serjeant, 10 rank anfl file, killed; 2 captains, 5 lieute
nants. 5 ;,e~jeants, 89 rank and file, wounded. 

Ro!J'tL marines ;-2 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 2 lieutenailts, 
st:~je:urt, 12 rank and tile, wmutdcd. 

RO!Jiilnav.!J; -2 seamen, killed; 1 caprni n, I 8 seamen, wounded. 
1st West lndi~ r·egimeut;-5 rank and file, killed; I captain, 2 licu

teuants, ~ensigns, 2 serjcants, 16 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and 
file, missin:.:. 

·51ft West Iudiu regiment ;-I serjeant, wounded. 

Total loss- I major-general, I lieutenant-colonel, 2 majors, 5 cap
tains, 2 lieutenants, ~ensigns, 11 se•jeant~, 1 rlrnmmer, 266 
rauk and hie, krlled; 2 major-general s, 3 lieutenant colonels, '2 
rn~jut·>, 18 Cttptains, 3!llieutenants, 9 erJ>igns, 1 staff, 5 -he t:j ca11ts, 
9 drun•nwrs, 1126 rank and file, wounrled; 3 captains, I2li~.:u· 
tenant>, 13 serjeants, 4 drammers, 452 rank and file, mis,iug. 

Names of the ot1icct·s killed, woandcd, and missing. 

Killed. 

Gener11l slaff;-lllnjor-;;enernl the lronora l.le sir Erlward Pakenham, 
K. B. CO!Iilllllnder or the forces; captain Thomas Wilkinson, 85th regi
ment, major of brigade . 

4th foot ;-Ensign William Crowe. 
7thfoot ;-:.\l~or George King; captain Geor~e Henry. 
2 "1st.foot ;-Major John Anthony \VIuttake r; captain ltobert Renny ; 

( 1 ieuten aut-col<tnel ;) and lreurenaut Donald l\1' Donalrl. 
41!/tfuo' ;-Lieutenant Ruwland Davies, ensign M. l\1'Loskey. 
<J:Jdjiwt; -Li~utcnant·culoncl Robert Dale; captain Tl10mas llick· 

ius, aud captai n ,\.k·xauder ~Iutrlread. 
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Wounded. 

General staff;-Major-general Gibbs, severely; (since dead;) major• 
general Keane, severely; captain llenry Thomas Shaw, (4th foot, bri· 
gade-m:<jur,) slightly; lieutenant Delacy Evans, (3d dragoons, deputy 
assistant-quarter-master-general,) severely. 

4th foot ;-Licutenant-·col onel Francis Brooke, slightly; major A. D. 
Faunce. (lieutenant-colonel,) severely; captaiu John Williamson, (ma· 
jor,) severely; captr1in Timothy Jones, (lieutenant-colonel,) severely; 
(since dead;) captain John Wynn Fletcher, severely; captain Robert 
Erskine, severely; captain Davie! S. Craig, slightly; lieutenants Ellis, 
Parnnl Ilopkins, anrl Jeffery Salvin, slightly; lieutenants Wdli;~m Henry 
Brooke. Benjamin Martin, and George Richardson, severely; lieute• 
uants Peter Boulby, and G. II. Hearne, slighti.Y; lieutenants William 
Squire, Charles Hen ry f'arrington, James Marshall, and Henry Andrews, 
sererely; ensign Arthur Gerrard, slightly; ensign Thomas Benwell, 
severely; ensigns JohnS Fernandez, and Edward Newton, slightly; 
lieutenant and adjutant William Richardson, sligl•tly. 

7th foot ;-Captain J. J. A Mullins, slightly; captain W. Edward 
Page, severely; lieutenant Mathew Higgins, severely; lieutenant 
Charles Lorentz, slightly. · 

!Jlst.foot ;-Lieutenant-colonel William Patterson, (colonel ,) severel.v; 
(not dangerously;) Major Alexander James Ross, severely; lieutenant 
John Waters, severely; second lieutenant Alexander Geddes, severely. 

43dfoot ;-Lieutenant John Myrickc, severely; (left leg amputated;) 
lieutenant Duncan Campbell, severely. 

44tll.foot ;-Captain Henry Dcbbeig, (lieutenant-colonel,) slightly; 
lieutenant William Maclean, slightly; lieutenants Robert Smith, Henry 
Brush, Richard Phelan, and William Jones, severely; ensigns James 
White, B. L. Hayden, and John Donaldson, severely. 

85th foot ;-Lieutenant-colonel William Thoruton, (colonel,) se· 
verely (not dangerously). 

93d fool ;-Captains Richard Ryan, P. 0. K. Boulgtr, Alexander 
M'Kenzie, and Henry Ellis, severely; lieutenants H. H. 1\-l'Lenn, lti. 
chnrd Sparke, and David M'Pherson, slightly; lieutenants Charles 
Gordon, and John Hay, severely. 

95th foot ;-Captain James Travers, severely; captain Nicholas Tra· 
vers, slightly; lieutenants John Reynolds, sir John Riuton, John Gus· 
sett. \V. Blackhouse, and Robert Darker, severely. 
Ro~al marines;-Cnptain Gilbert Elliott, slightly; lieutenants Henry 

Elliott, and Charles .Morgan, slightly. 
1st lVest India ?'et!,iment; -Captain hies, severely; lieutenant& 

M'Donalt.l and 1\Iorgn;, severely; ensign Millar, slightly; ensign Pil
kwl! ton, St:\•erely. 

Ro.t~al navy ;...:.Cnptnin Money, of his majesty's ship Trave, ieverely; 
Jnidshipm:m Mr. Woolcombe, Tonnant, severely. 

93djoot ;-Volunteer John Wilson, slightly. 

Missing. 
4thfoot.;-Lieutenant Edmund Field, severely, wounded and taken 

prisoner. 
'21st.foot ;-Captain James 1\ol'Ilnffie; (major;) captain Archibald 

Kidd; lieutenants James Stewart, and Alexauder Armstrong, taken 
prisoners; lieutenant James Brady, wounded, and taken prisoner; 
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lieutenant John Leavock, taken prisoner; lieutenant Ralph Carr, 
tvounded, and taken prisoner; lieutl"nant J. S. M. Fonblanque, taken 
prisr>ner; second lieutenant Peter Quin, wounded, and taken prisoner. 

~3d foot ;-Captain Robert Simpson, severaly, wounded, and taken 
prisoner. 

441/t foot ;-Lieutenant William Knight. 
93d)oot;-Lieurenants George Munro, John l\1'Donald~ and Benja

min Graves, severely wou nded; volunteer B. Johnston. 
FRED STOVIN, lieut.-col. dep.-adj.-gen. 

No. 101. 

From major·-gen. J acksor1 to the .American secretw:~ at war. 

Camp, four miles below Orleans, 
SlR, January 9, 1815. 

During the days of the 6th and 7th, the enemy had been 
actively employed in making preparations for an attack upon 
my lines. With infinite labour they had succeeded on the night 
of the 7th in getting their boats across frem the lake to the river, 
by wiJ.euiflg and deepening the canal on which they had effected 
their disembarkation. It had not been in my power to impede 
these openttions by a general attack-added to other reasons, 
the natnre of the troops under my command, mostly militia, 
rendered it too hazardous to attempt extensive offensive move
ments in an open country, again. t a numerous and well-disci
plined army. Although my forces, as to number, had been 
increased by the arrival of the Kentucky division, my strength 
had received very tittle addition : a small portion only of that 
detachment being provided with arms. Com pelted thus to 
wait thtl attack of the enemy, I took every measure to repel it 
when it should be made, and to defeat the object he had in 
Tiw. General Morgan, with the Orleans contingent, 1he Louisi
ana militht, and a strong detachment of the Kentucky troops, 
occupied an intrenched camp on the opposite side of the river, 
protected by strong batteries on the bank, erected and supcrin. 
tended by commodore Patterson. 

In my encampment every thing wa~ ready for action, when 
early on the morning of the 8th the enemy, after throwiug a 
hcavv shower of bombs anrl Congreve rockets, advanced their 
cohrmns on my right and left, to storm my intrenchments. [ 
cannot speak sufficiently in praisl' of the firmness and delibcra. 
tion with which my whole line received their approach. More 
could not have been expected from veterans inured to war.
;For an hour the fire of the small arm<;. was as incessant and 
~uvcrc as can In~ imagine<!. The artillery, too, directed hJ 
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9fficers who displayecl equal skill and coura11:(', did great execu .. 
tion. Yet the columns of the 1•nemy continued to advance with 
a ftrmnC'ss which rell£'cts npon them the greatest credit. Twice 
the column which approached me on my left was repulsed by 
the troops of p;C'neral Carroll, those of general Coffee and a 
division of the Kentucky militia, and twice they formed again, 
and rC'nt'wC'd the assault. At length, ho .. ever, cut to pieces, 
they Ocd in confu~i1'n from the field, leaving it covered with 
their dead and wounded. The loss which the enemy sustained 
on this occasion ca.nnot be estimated at less than 1500 in killed, 
woundf'd, and prisoners. Upwarcls of 300 h<~ve already bee11 
delive1ecl on·r for burial; and my men are still engaged in pick
ing them up within my lines~ and carrying them to the point 
where the t'ncmy arc to rereive them . This is in addition to 
the rlead and wr)unded whom the enemy have been enabled to 
carry from the field during and since the action, and to those 
who have since died of the wounds they received. We have 
talten about 500 prisoners, upwarus or ::100 of whom arc 
wounded, and a great part of them mortally. My loss has not 
exceeded, and l believe has not amounted, to 10 ldlled, and as 
many wounded. The entire destruction of the enemy's army 
was now inevitable, had it not been for an unfortunate occur
rence, which at this moment took place on the other side of 
the river. Slmultancously with his advance upon my lines, he 
had thrown over in his boats a comiderallle force to the other 
side of the river. The"e having landed, were hardy euough to 
advance against the works of general Morgan; and, what is 
strange and difficult to account for, at the very moment when 
their C'ntire discomfiture was looked for with a confidence ap
proaching to certainty, the Kcntucl•y reinforcements, in whom 
so much reliance had been placed, ingloriously fled, drawing 
after them, by their example, the rc1nainrlcr of the t'orres; and 
thus yielding to the C'nemy that most formidable position. The 
batteries which had rendere<l me, for many days, the mo~t 
importa:~t service, thouJh braHly dl'fendcd, were, of course, 
now abandoned; not, howC'ver, until the guns had been spiked. 

This unfortunate rout h'!d totally changed the aspect of 
affair~. The enemy now ocrupietl a position from which they 
might annoy us without hazard, and by means of whirh they 
might have been able to defeat, in a grt>at measure, the effects 
of our success on this side the river. It bt•came therefore an 
object of the first consequenc<• to dislodl!e him as soon as po•
sible. For rhis object, all the means in my power, which I 
could with any safety use, were immediately put in preparation. 
Perhaps, however, it was owing some•1 hat to another caus;c 
that 1 succeeded even beyond my expectations. In nehociating 
the terms of a temporary su;pension of hostilities, to enahle the 
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enemy to bury their deau, and provide for tl~eir wonndeu, I had 
required certain propositions to be acceeded to as a basis, 
among which thi~ was one-that, although hostilities should 
cease on this side the river until 12 o'clock of this day, yet it 
was 11.0t to be understood that thry should cease on the other 
side; but that no reinforcements should be sent across by either 
army until the expiration of that day. Ilis excellency major. 
general L!tmbert begged time to consider of those propositions 
until ten o'clock of to-day, and in the mean time I'e-crossccl 
his troops. [ need not tell you with how much eagerness I 
immediately regained possession of the position he had thus 
happily quitted. 

The enemy having concentrated hi~ forcr~, may again attempt 
to drive me from my position by storm. Whenever he does, I 
have no doubt my men will act with their usual firmness, and 
sustain a cha1·aeter now become dear to them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

No. 102. 

From commodore Patterson to the .American secretary of the 
navg. 

1\'Iarine battery, nve miles below New Orleans, 
Sm, January 13, 1815. 

T have the honor to inform you, that during the 2d and 3cl 
instant, I landed from the ship and mounted, as the former 
ones, on the banks of the l'iver, four more 12-pounders, and 
erected a furnace for heating shot, to destroy a nnmher of 
buildings which intervened between general Jackson's lines antl 
the camp of the enemy, and occupied by him. On the evcniug 
of the -!th l succeeded in firing a number of them, and some 
t.ce stacks, by my hot shot, which the enemy attempted to ex. 
tinguish, uotwithstanding the heavy fire I kept up, but which at 
length compelled them to desist. On the 6th and 7th I erectctl 
another furnace, and mounted on the bauks of the river two 
more <.t ~-pounders, 11 hich had been brought up from the English 
Turn, hy the exertions of colonel Caldwell, of the drafted 
militia of this state, and brought within, a.nd mounted on tlHl 
intrenchments on this side the river, one 12-pounder; in addi
tion to which general Mor~an, commanding the militia on this 
side, planted two bras., 6-pound field-pieces in his lines, which 
were incumplrte, having been commenced only on the 4th. 
These three pieces were the on I y cannon on the Jines, all the 
others being mounted ou the bank of the river, with a view to 
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aid the right of general Jackson's Jines; on the opposite shore, 
and to flank the enemy, should they attempt to march up the 
road leading along the levee, or erect batteries on tho same, of 
course could render no aid in defence of general Morgan's 
lines. My battery was manned in part from the crew of the 
ship, and in part by militia detailed for that service by general 
Mor~a.,, as I had not seamen enough to fully man them. 

Durin~~: the greater part of the 7th, reconnoitred the enemy 
· at Vil\ere's plantation, whostJ canal, I was informed, they were 
deepening and opening to the ri,·er, for the purpese of getting 
thrir launches in, which, upon examination with my glass, I found 
to be true, and informed general Jackson of my observations by 
letters, copies of which I enclose herewith; a reinforcement to 
general Morgan's militia was made in consequence, consisting 
of about 400 militia from Kentucky, very badly armed or 
equipped, the general not having arm~ to furnish them, who 
arrived on this side on the morning of the 8th, much fatigued. 
At l A. l\'1. finding that the enemy had succeeded in launching 
their barges into the river, I despatched my aide de camp, Mr. 
R. D. Shepherd, to inform general Jackson of the circum tance, 
and that a very uncommon stir was observed in the enemy's 
camp and batteries on the banks of the river, and stating again 
the extreme weakness of this side the river, and 1Hging a rein
forcement. I would have immediately dropped down with the 
I .. ouisiana upon their barges; but to do so I must have with
drawn all thtJ men from the battery on shore, which I deemed 
of the greatest importance, and exposed the vessel to fire by 
hot shot from the enemy's batterier., mounting six long 18 poun
ders,, which protected their barges; and at this time she had on 
board a large quantity of powder, for the supply of hrr own 
guns, and those on shore, most of which was above the surface 
of the water, consequently exposed to their hot shot. 

General Morgan despatched the Kcntucki <lllS immediately on 
iheir arrival, about 5 A.M. to reinforce a par·ty which had 
brt•n sent ont early on the night of the 7th, to watch and 
oppose the lauding of the enemy, bl1t who retn•ated after a few 
shot from the enemy within the line•, where they were immedi
ately posted in their station on the extreme right. At day
light the enemy opened a heavy cannonade upon general Jack
son's lines and my battery, leading their troops under· cover of 
their cannon to the assault of the Jines, which they attempted 
on the right and left, but principally on the lattrr wing; they 
were met by a most tremendous and incessant fife of artillery 
and musketry, which compelled them to retreat with precipita
tion ; leaving the ditch filled, and the field strewed with their 
dead and wounded. My battery was opened upon them, simul~ 
tancously with tlwse from ou: lines, flanking the enemy both 
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in his advance and retreat with ronnel, grape, and canister, 
which must have proved extremely destructive, as in their haste 
and confusion to retreat they crowded the top of the levee, 
affording us a most advantageous opportunity for the use of 
{;rape and canister, which I used to the greatest advantage. 
While thus engaged with the enemy on the opposite shore, I 
was informed that they had effected their landing on this side, 
and were advancing to general Morgan's brcast-wot·k. I imme
(Jiately ordered the officers in command of my guns to turn them 
in their embrazures, and point them to protect general Morgan's 
right wing, whose lines not extending to the swamp, and those 
weakly manned, I apprehended the enemy's outflanking him on 
that wing; which or<lcr was promptly executed by captain 
Henley and the officers stationed at the battery, under a heavy 
and well directed lire of shot and shells from the enemy on the 
opposite bank of the river. At this time the enemy's force had 
approached general Morgan's lines, under the cover of a shower 
of rockets, and charged in despite of the fire from the 12-poun
der and field-pieces mounted on the lines as before statl'd; 
when in a few minutes I had the exh'eme mortification aud 
chagrin to obseJ·ve gen<)ral Morgan's right wing, composed, as 
herein mcntiontd, of the Kentucky militia, commanded by 
major Davis, abanJon their breaat.work, and flying in a most 
shameful and dastardly manner, almost without a shot; which 
disgraceful example, after firing a few rounds, was soon fol
lowed by the whole of general Morgan's command, notwith
stamling every exertion was ma<lc by him, his staff, and several 
oflicers of the city militia, to keep them to their posts. By 
the great exertions of those officers, a short stand was effectc(l 
on 1he field, when a discharge of rockets from ttw enemy 
caused them again to retreat in such a manner that no efforts 
could stop them. 

Finding myself thus aban<lonc<l by the force I relied npon to 
protect my battery, J was most reluctantly, and with inexpres• 
sible pain, after <lestroying my powder, and spiking my cannon, 
compelled to abandon them, having only 30 offict'rs and seamen 
with me. A part of the militia were rallied at a saw-mill canal, 
about two miles above the lines from which they had tied, and 
there. encamped. I ordered the Louisiana to be warped np for 
the purpose of procuring a supply of ammunition, and mount
ing other cannon, remaining myself to aid general !\Jorgan. A 
large rein forcement of militia having been Immediately despatch
ed by geneml Jackson to this side, every arrangement was n:ade 
by general Morgan to dislodge the enemy from his position, 
when he precipitately retreated, carrying with him the two 
field-pieces and a brass howitz, after having first set lire to the 
platforms and gun-carriages on my battery, two saw-mill>, anll 
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the bridges between l1im and general Morgan's troops, and 
re-crossed the river, and secured his boats, by hauling them into 
his canal. On the 9th we re-occupied our former ground, and 
recovered all the cannon in my battery, which I immediately 
commenced drilling and re-mounting; and on the evening of the 
lOth had two 24-pounders mounted and rrady for service, on 
the left flank of a new and more auvanta~eous position. From 
the lOth to the present date I have been much engaged in 
mounting my 12-pounders along the breast-work erected by 
general Morgan on this new position, having three 24-poun· 
ders (with a furnace) to front the river, and flank ge-neral 
Jackson's lines on the opposite bank, from which we fired upon 
the enemy wherever he appca.rd. Our present position is no,.,. 
so strong that there is nothing to apprehend, should the enemy 
make another attempt on this side. 

To captain Henley, who has been with me since the destruc. 
tion of his schooner, and who was wounded on the 8th, I am 
much indebted for his aid on every occasion, and to the officers 
commanding the different guns in my battery, for their great 
exertions at all times, but particularly on the trying event of the 
8th . The exertions of general Morgan, his staff, and several 
of the officers of the city militia, excited my highest respect, 
and I deem it my duty to say, that had the drafted and city 
militia been alone on that day: that I believe they would have 
done much better; but the uight of the Kentuckians paralized 
their exertions, and produced a retreat, which could not be 
checked. TlJC two brass field-pieces, manned entirely by militia 
of the city, were admirably served, nor were they abaudoned ' 
till deserted by their comra.lcs, one of which was commanded by 
Mr. Hosmer, of captain Simpson's company, the other by a 
Frenchman, whose name I know not. The 12-pounder, under 
the direction of acting midshipman Philibert, was served till 
the last moment, diu great exEcution, and is hig:ltly cxtollecl by 
general Morgan. The force of the enemy on this side amounted 
to 1000 men, and, from the best authority I can obtain, their 
loss on this side, I have since learned, "ru; 97 killed and 
wouudcd; amoug the lat1er i" colouel Thornton, who com
manded; of the former, five or six have been disco\·ered buried, 
and lying upon the field; our loss was one man killed, and 
several wounded. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 
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No. 103. 

lleport of the lcilted, wounded, and missing, of the army under 
the command of major-ge11erat Andrew J uckson, in the 
action of the 13th of January, 1815. 

J(jlfed ;-Artillery, navy, and volunteers at batteries, S privates; 7th 
United States' infantry, 1 se1:jeant, 1 corporal; general Colfee's uri
gade, I private; Carroll's division, 1 serjeant, :J privates; Kentucky 
militia, I private; m~jo1·s Lacoste's and Dacquin'i volunteers of colour, 
1 private; ~eneral Morgan's militia, l private. 

Total killed-13. 
Wmmded ;-Arriliery, &c. 1 private; 7th United States' infantry, 1 

private; general Carroll's division, 1 ensign, 1 £erjeant, 6 privates; 
Kentucky militia, 1 adjutant, I corporal, and lO p1·ivates; volunteers of 
colour, 1 ensign, S serjeants, 1 corporal, a privates; general Morgan's 
militia, 2 se1jeants, 2 privates. 

Total woundcd-39. 
jl!fissing:-Kentucky militia, 4 privates; Mogan's militia, 15 privates, 
Total-19. 
Total killed, wounded, and missing, this day-71. 
Note-Of the killed, wounded, and missing, on this day, but 6 killed, 

ftlld 7 wounded, in the action on the east bank of the river, the residue 
in a sortie after the action, and in the action on the west bank. 

Recapitulation. 
Total kille:l, 55; wounded, 185; missing1 93: grand total, 333. 

Truly reported from tho&e on tile in this office. 

ROBERT BUTLER • 

.,.,.,,,.,.,.,,..,.,.,,,.,. 

No. 104. 

Fro;n mojO¥"· general J aclcson to the .American secretar9 at war. 

Camp, four miles below New Orleans, 
Sm, January 19. 1815. 

Last night, at 12 o'clock, the enemy precipitately decamped 
and returned to his boats, leaving behind him, under medical 
attendanc•·, 80 of his wounded, including two officers, 14 
pieces of his heavy artillery, and a quantity of shot, having 
destroyed much of his powder. Such was the situation of the 
ground which he abandoned, and of that through which he 
retired, protected by canals, redoubts, entrenchments, and 
swamp~ on his right, and the river on his left, that I could not, 
without encountering a risk, which true policy did not seem to 

() 0 2 
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require or to authorize, attempt to annoy him much on hi~ 
retreat. We took only eight prisoners. 

Whether it is the purpose of the enemy to abandon the ex
pedition altogeth'!r, or renew his efforts at some other point, 
I do not pretend to dvtermine with positiveness. In my own 
mind, however, there is bt~t little doubt that his last exertions 
have been made in this quarter, at any rate for the present sea
son, and by the next I hope we shall he fully prepared for him. 
In this belief I am strengthened not only by the prodigious loss 
he has sustained at the position he has just quitted, hut by the 
failure of his fleet to pass fort St. Philip. 

His loss on this ground, since the debarkation of his troop~, 
as stated by the last prisoners and deserters, and as confirmed by 
many additional circumstances, must have exceeded 4000; and 
was greater in the action of the 8th than was estimated, from 
the most correct data then in his posscssiou, by the inspector
general, whose report has been forwarded to you. 'Ve sue. 
ceeded, on the 8th, in getting from the enemy about 1000 
stand of arms of various descriptions. 

Since the action of the 8th, the enemy have been allowed 
very little respite-my artillery fwm both sides of the river 
being constantly employed till the night, and indeed until the
hour of their retreat, in annoying them. No tlouht they 
thought it quite time to quit a position in which so little rest 
could he found. 

I am advised by major Overton, who commands at fort St. 
Philip, in a Jetter of the 18th, tl1at the enemy having bombarded 
his fort for eight or nine days, from 1.~-inch mortars without 
effect, had on the morning of that day retired. I have little 
doubt that he would have been able to have sunk their vessels, 
had they attempted to run by. 

Giving the proper weight to all these considerations, I believe 
you will not think me too sanguine in the belief that Louisiana 
is now clear of its enemy. I hope, however, I need not assure 
you, that wherever I command, such a belief shall never occa
sion any relaxation in the measures for resistance. I am but 
too sensible that the moment when the enemy is opposing us, 
is not the most proper to provide for them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

P. S. On the lOth our prisoners on shore were delivered to 
us, an exchange having been previously agreed to. Those who 
are on board the fleet will be delivered at Petit Coquille-after 
which I shall still have in my hands an excess of several 
hundr.ed. · 

20th-Mr. Shields, purser in the navy, has to.day taken 54 
prisoners; among them are four officers. A. J. 
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No. 105. 

From .Major-general Lambert to earl Bathurst. 

His majesty's ship Tonnaut, off Chandeleur's 
Mv Lonn, Island, .January 28, 1815. 

After maturely deliberating on the situation of this army, 
after the command had unfortunately devolved upon me, on the 
~th instant, and duly considering what prJ hability now remained 
of carrying on with success, on the same plan, an attack 
against New Orleans, it appeared to me that it ought not to be 
persisted in. I immediately communicated to vice-admiral sir 
A. Cochrane that I did not think it would be prudent to make 
any further attempt at present, and that I recommended rc
embarking the army a,' soon as possible, with a view to carry 
into effect the other objects of the force employed upon this 
coast; from the 9th in,tant it was determin::!d that the army 
should retreat, and I have the satisfaction of informing your 
Iord>hip that it was effected on the night of the 18th instant, 
and ground was taken up on the morning of the I 9th, on both 
sides of the bayou, or creek, which the troops had entered on 
their disembarkation, 14 miles frum their position before the 
enemy's line, covering New Orleans, on the left Lank of the 
Missis~ippi, and one mile from the entrance into Lac Borgue: 
the ar111y remained in bivouac until the 27th instant, when the 
whole were re-embarked. 

In stating the circumsbnees of this retreat to your lordship, 
I shall confidently trnst .that you will see that good order and 
discipline ever existed in this army, and that ze.al for the service, 

' and attention was ever conspicuous in officers of all ranks. 
Your lordship is already acquainted with the position the army 
occupied, its advanced post close up to the enemy's line, and the 
greater part of the army were exposed to the fire of his batte
ries, which was unremitting day and night since the lst of Janu
ary, when the position in advance was taken up ; the retreat 
was effected without being harassed in any degree by the enemy; 
all the sick and wounded, (with the exception of 80 whom it 
was considered dangerous !0 remove,) field artillery, ammuni
tion, hospital and other stores of every de,cription, which had 
been landed on a very large scale, were brought away, and 
nothing fell into the enemy's hand~, excepting •ix iron 18-poun
cler~>, mounted on sea-carriage•, and two carronades which 
were in position on the left bank of the .1.\'lis>issippi; lo bring 
them off at the moment the army was retiring W<tS impossible, 
and to have done it previously would have exposed the whole 
force to any fire the enemy might have sent down the river. 
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These batteries were of course destroyed, and the guns rendered 
perfectly unserviceable ; only four men were r.:ported absent 
next morning, and these, I suppose, must have been left be
hind, and have fallen into the hands of the enemy; but "hen it 
is considered the troops were in perfect ignorance of the move
ment until a fixed hour during the night, that the battalions 
were drawn off in succession, and that the ~quets did not 
move off till half past three o'clock in the morning, and that 
the whole had to retire through the most difficult new made 
road, cut in marshy ground, impassable for a horse, and 
where, in many places, the men could only go in sinl(le files, 
and that the absence of men might be accoun ted for in so many 
ways, it would be rather a matter of surprise the number was 
so few. 

An exchange of prisoners has been effected with the enemy 
11pon very fair terms, and their attention to the brave prisoners 
and wounded that have fallen into their hands has been kind 
and humane, I have every reason to believe. 

However unsuccessful the termination of the late service 
the army and navy have been employed upon, has turned out, 
it would be injustice not to point out how much praise is due 
to their exertions, ever since the 13th of December, when the 
army began to mo·:c from the ships, I he fatigue of disen•harking 
and bringing up artillery and su pplics from such a distance has 
been incessant, and I must add, that owing to the exertions of 
the navy, the army has never wanted provisions. The labor 
and fatigue of the seamen and soldiers were particularly con
spicuous on the night of the 7th instant, when 50 boats ''ere 
dragged through a canal into the .Missis•ippi, in which there 
·were only 18 inches of water, and I am confident that vice
admiral sir Alexander Cochrane, "ho sufgested the poo ibility 
of this operation, will be equally ready to allmit this, as well 
as the hearty co-operation of the troops on all occasions. 

From "hat bas come under my O\\ n observation since I 
joined this army, and from official reports that have been made 
to me, 1 beg to call your lordship's attention to individuals, 
'vho from their statitJn have rendered themselves peculiarly 
conspicuous: mnjor Forre;t, at the head of the quarter
master-general's department, I cannot say too much of; lieu
tenan ts .Evans and Peddie, of the same, haV(' been r£'tl' arkahle 
for !heir exertions and indefatigability: sir John T)ldcu, who 
l1as acted in the field as a~si~tant adjutant-general \\ ith me, 
(lieutenant-colonel Stm·in l1aving been '~ounrled on the 23d 
ult. though ~loing well, not as yet being permitted to take active 
service,) ba · been ''cry useful; on the night of the 71h, previous 
to the attack, rear-admiral .Malcolm reports the great asoist
ance he received from him, in forwarding the boats into the 
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Mississippi. Captain Wood, of the 4th regiment, deputy 
assistant adjutant-general, has filled that situtation since the 
:first disembarkation of the troops with Zl'al and attention. 

During the action of the 8th instant the command of the 2d 
brigade devolved upon lieutenant-colonel Brooke, 4th rcgi. 
ment; t:1at of the 3d upon co!Qnelllamillon 5th West Jndia. 
regiment; and the resene upon colonel BJ,, keury, royal fusi
lccrs; to all these offtcl'rs l feel much indebted for their SPrvices. 
Lieutenant-colonel Dickson, royal artillery, has dl~plaJed his 
usual abilities and assiduity; I.e reports to me his gcucral satis. 
faction of all the officers under his command, especially major 
Munro, senioc officm· of the royal artillery, previous to his 
arrival, and of the officers commanding companies. 

Lieutenant-colonel Burgoyne, royal engineers, afforded me 
every assistance that could be expected from his known talents 
and cx,,crienr.e; 1hat service lost a very Yaluable aud much 
esteemed officer in lieutenant Wright, who was ldlled when re
connoitring on the evening of the 31st ultimo. 

J_,ienlenant-colonel Mein, of the 43d, and lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins, 85th regiments, field-officers of the piquets on the 
18th, have great credit for the manner in which they '~ithdrew 
the out-posts on the morning of the 19th, under the direction 
of colonel Blakeney, royal fusileers. 

I request, in a particular manner, to express how much this 
army is indebted to the attention and diligence of Mr. Robb, 
deputy inspector of hospitals; he met the embarrassments of 
crowded hospitals, and their immediate removal, with such 
excellent arrangements, that the wounde1l was all brought off 
with every favorable circumstance, except such cases as would 
have rendered their removal dangerous. 

Captain sir Thomas Troubridge, royal navy, who com
manded a battalion of seamen, and who was attached to act 
with the troops, rendered the greatest service by his exertions 
in whatever way they \~ere requ ired; colonel Dickson, royal 
artillery, particu larly mentions how much he was indebted to 
him. 

The conduct of the two squadrons of the 14th light dra• 
goons, latterly under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Baker, previously of major Mills, has been the admiration of 
eYery one, by the cheerfulness with which they have performed 
all descriptions of service. l ml'st also mention the exertions 
of the royal staff corps under ma jor Todd, so reported by the 
deputy quarter-master-general. 

Permit me to add the obligations I am under to my personal 
staff, Iieuteuant the honorable Edward Curzon, of the royal 
navy, who was selected as naval aide de camp to the command
in~ officer of the troops on their first disembarkation, each of 
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whom have expressed the satisfaction they had in his appoint. 
meot, to which ( confidently acld my own. 

Major Smith, of the 95th re11:iment, now as acting military 
secretary, is so well known for hi> zeal and talents, that l can 
with great truth say that 1 think he possesses every ,qualification 
to rendur him hereafter oue of the brightest ornaments of his 
profession. 

J cannot conclude without expressing l10w mnch indebted the 
army is to rear.admirallVIaleolm, who had the immediate charge 
of landing and re-embarking the troops ; he remained on shore 
to the last, and by his abilities and activity smoothed every 
difficulty. I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN LAMBERT, 
Right hon. earl Bathurst, &c. major-general command. 

P. S. I regret to have to report, that during the night of the 
25th, in very had weather, a boat containing two officers, viz. 
lieutenant Brydges and cornet Hammond, with 37 of the 14th 
light dragoons, unfortunately fell into the hands of the enemy, 
off the mouth of the Regolet>: I have not been able to ascertaiu 
correctly the particular circumstances. 

No. 106. 
Return of casualties between the 9th and 26th Jtmuary, 1815. 

43d.foot ;-1 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 2 rank 
and file, wounded. 

85th f oot ;-1 rank and file, wounded. 
Total-1 rank and lite, killed; !lieutenant, 1 se1:jeant, 3 rank 

and file, wounded. 
Officer wounded. 

~Sdjoot;-Lieutenant D'Arcy, severel.v (both le~s amputated) . 
. FRED. STOVIN, 

lieut •• col. dep. adj.-gen. 

No. 10'7. 
From major Overton to majur-general J ackso11. 

Sm, Fort St. Philip, January 19, 1815. 
On the lst of the present month, 1 received information that 

the enemy intended pas ing this fort, to co-operate with their 
land forces, in the su hjug·ttion of I.Jouisiana, and the t.lestruc
tion of the city of New Orleans. To effect this with more fa. 
ci!ity, th(·y were first with their heavy bomb-Vt!>Sels to bombard 
this place into compliance. On the grounds of this informa· 
tion, 1 turned my attention to the security of my command: I 
crectt.d small magazmes in different parts of the garrison, that if 
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one blew up I could resort to another; built covers for my 
men, to secure them from the explosion of the shells, and 
removed the combus~ible matter without tl1e work. Early in 
the day of the 8th instant, I was adviserl of their approach, and 
on the 9th, at a quarter past 10 A.M. hove in sight two 
bomb-vessels, one sloop, one brig, and one schooner, they 
anchored two and a quarter miles below. At half pa.;t 11. and 
at half past 12, they advanced two barges, apparently for the 
purpose of sonnding within one and a half mile of the fort ; at 
this moment I ordered my water battery, under the command 
of lieutenant Cunningham, of the navy, to open upon them. 
Its well-directed shot caused a precipitate retreat. At half past 
three o'clock P.M. the enemy's bomb-vessels opened their fire 
from four sea-mortars, two of 13 inches, two of 10, and to 
my great mortification I found they were without the effPctive 
range of my shot, as many snbsequent experiments proved; 
they continued their tire with little intermission durin~ the lOth, 
llth, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th. I occa~ionally 
opened my batteries on them with great vivacity, particularly 
when they showed a disposition to change their position. On 
the 17th in the evening, out• heavy mortar was said to be in 
readiness. 1 ordered that excellent officer captain W olstone. 
croft, of the artillerists, who previously had cha.rgc of it, to 
open a fire, which was done with great effect, as the enemy 
from that moment became disordered, and at day-light 0'11 the 
18th commenced their retreat, after having thrown upwards of 
1000 heavy shells, besides small shells, from howitzers, ronn<l 
shot, and grape, which he discharged from boats under cover 
of the night. 

Our Joss in this affair has been uncommonly small, owing 
entirely to the great pains that was taken by the different 
otlicers to keep their men under cover; as the enemy left 
scarcely 10 feet of this garrison untouched. 

The oflict·rs and soldiers through. this whole affair, although 
nine days and nights under arms in the dilferent b<ltteries, the 
consequent fatigue and loss of sleep, have manifested the 
greatest firmness and the most zealous warmth to be at the 
enemy. To distinguish individuals would be a delicate task, as 
merit was conspicuous every where. Lieutenant Cunningham, 
of the navy, who commanded my water battery, with his brave 
crew, evinced the most determined bravery and uncommon 
activity throughout; and, in fact, sir, the only thing to be 
regretted is, that the enemy was too timid to give us an oppor
tunity of dstroyin'~ him. 

I herewith enclose you a list of the killed and wounded. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 

W. II. OVERTON. 
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No. 108. 

A list of the killed and wou•1ded duri 1g the bombardment of 
fort St. Philip, commencing on the !lth, and ending on the 
18th of Janury, 1815. 
Captain Woolstonecroft's artillerr-Wounded, 3. 
Captain Murry's artillery-Killeil, 2 ; wounded, 1. 
Captain Bronten's infantry-Wounded. 1. 
Captain Wade's iofantrv-Wounded, 2. 
Total killed, 2; wounded, 7. 

No-. 109. 
From major-general Lambe1·t to earl Bathurst. 

MY LOR», 

Head-quarters, Isle Dauphine, Feb. 14, 1815. 

My despatch, dated January 29th, will have inform<'d your 
lordship of the re.cmbarkation of this force, which was corn~ 
pletcd on the 30th; the weather came on so bad on that night, 
and continued so until the 5th of .February, that no communi
cation could be held with the ships at the inner anchorage, a 
distance of about 17 miles. 

It being agreed bet ween vice-aumiral sir Alexander Cochrane 
and myself that operations should be carried towards J'\llobile, 
it was decided that a force should be sent against Fort. Bowyer, 
situatcu on the eastern poiut of the entrance of tllC bay, and 
from every information that could be obtained, it was considered 
a brigade would he sulficient for this ohj~ct, with a respectable 
force of artillery. I ordered the 2d brigade, composed o( the 
4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, for this service, together with 
such means in the engineer and artillery dep~ rtn1ents as the chief 
and commanding ollieer of the royal artillery might think 
expedient. The remainder of the force had urd;!rs to disembark 
on Isle Dauphine, and encamp; and major-general Keane, 
whom I am truly happy to say has returned to his duty, super~ 
intt·ndcd their arrangement. 

The weather being favorable on the 7th for the landing to 
the eastward of Mobile point, the ships de>tincd to move on 
that service sailed under tl.e command of captain Ricketts, of the 
Veugeur, but did not arrive in sufficient time that evening to do 
more than determine the place of disembarkation, which was 
about three miles from .Fort-13owyer. 

At day-light the next morning the troops got into the boats, 
and 600 men were landed under lieutenant-colonel Dcbbeig, of 
the 4-Ith, without opposition, \\ ho immed1ately threw out tha 
light companies under lieutenant Bennett, of the 4th rrgiment, 
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to cover the landing of the brigade. Upon the whole being 
disembarked, a disposition was made to move on towards the 
fort , covered by the light companies. The enemy was not seen 
unlil about 1000 yards in front of their works; they gradually 
fell back, and no firing took place until the whole had retired 
into the fort, and our advance had pushed on nearly to within 
300 yards. Having reconnoitred the forts with lieutenant
colouels IJurgoyne and Dickson, we were deci1led ly of opinion, 
that the work was formidable only against an assault; that 
batteries being 0\lce established, it must speedily fall. Every 
exertion was made by the navy to land provisions, and the 
necessary <'quipment of the battering train and engineer stores. 
We broke ground on the nigl1t of the 8th, and advanced a firing 
party to within 100 yards of the fort during the night. The posi
tion of the batteries being decided upon the next day, they were 
ready to receive their guns on the night of the lOth, and on the 
morning of the lith the fire of a battery of four 18-pounders 
on the left, and two 8-ind, howitzers on the right, each about 
100 yards distan..:e, two 6-pounders, at about 300 Y\lrds, and 
eight small cohorns advantageously placed on the right, with 
intervals between of 100 and 200 yards, all furnished to keep 
up an incessant fire for two days, were prepared to open. 
Preparatory to commencing, I summoned the fort, allo~~<ing 
the commauding officer half an hour for dcision upon such 
terms as were propo~cd. Finding he was inclined to consider 
them, L prolonged the period, at his request, a11d at three 
o'clock the fort was given up to a British guard, and British 
colours hoisted; the terms being signed by major Smith, mili. 
ta ry secretary, and captain Ricketts, R. N. and finally approved 
of by the vice-admiral and myself, which I have the honor to 
enclose. I am happy to say our loss was not very great; .and 
we arc indebted for this, in a great measure, to the efficient 
means attached to this force. Ilad we been obliged to resort to 
any other mode of attack, the fall could not have been looked 
for under such favorable circumstances. 

vVe have certain information of a force having been sent 
from Mobile, and disembarked about 12miles off~ in the night 
of the lOth, to attcm pt its relief; two schooners with provi
sions, .and an intercepted lrttcr, fell into our hands, taken by 
captain Price, R.N. stationed in the bay. 

I cannot close this despatch 'vithout naming to your lord
ship again, Jieuteua?t-culoncl Di~~ksun, royal artillery, and 
Burgoyne, royal cngmecrs, who d1splaycd their usual zeal and 
abilities; and lieutenant Bennett, of the 4th, who commanded 
the light companies, and pushed up close to the enemy's works. 

Captain the honorable R. Spencer, R.N. who had been 
placed with a deta~h1~ent of seamen un~er my. orders, greatly 
facilitated the scrVlce m every way by h1s exertwns. 
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:From captain Ricketts, of the R. N. who wa5 charged witlt 
the landing and the disposition of the naval force, I received 
every assistance. I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN LAMBERT, 
Right hon. carl Bathurst, &c. Major-general command. 

1\o. llO. 

Return of ordnance, ammunition, aml stores, captllredfrom the 
enemy in this place, on the I 2th invlant. 

Fort-Bowyer, Feb. 14, 1815. 
Guns. 

1 '24-poundf'r, 2 9-pounders, outside the fort. 
lron-3 32-poun ders, 824-pounders, 61 2-pouud~:rs, 59-pounders. 
13rass-1 4·pounder. 
Mortar-1 8-mch. 
Howitzer-1 5~ inch . 

Shot. 
3'2-pow,de,·- 856 round, 64 ~rape, I 1 case. 
24-pounder-851 round, 176 bar·, 286 grape, 84 ca~. 
12-poundcr-!i35 ron11d, 74 !!rape, 439 ca~c . 
fl-pounde,·-781 I'OUnd, 208 grnp<·. 429 case. 
6-J'oundtr-JJ rouncl, 75 b>~r·, 13 ca;e. 
4-pounchr-25 I round, 38 grape, 147 case. 
Shells- 25 8-rn clr 74 5~ inch. 
183 ha •. d-!.ll'l'llarlcs. 
5,519 pound~ pO\\Uer. 
1 triangl£' grn, complete. 
16,976 mu;kct !Jail-cartridge&. 
500 flints. 
351 muskets, complete, with accoutrements. 

JAS. PERCIVAL, ass .• com. royal artil. 
A. DICKSON, lieut.col. com. royal artil. 

No. Ill. 

Return of casualties in the army under the commancl of maJor
'gencral Lambert, employed before Fort-Bowyer, between 
the 8th 'and 12th of February, 1815. 

Royal sappers, and miners;- L rank ;tnd file, wounded. 
4th.foot ;-8 rank and file, killed; 2 serjeants, 13 rank and file, 

wounded. 
21st foot;-2 serjeants, 2 rank and fil e, killed; 1 rank and file, 

wounded. 
40th .foot ;-1 rank nnrl file, kill Ed; 1 rank and file, wounded. 

Total-13 killed; 18 wounded. 
F. STOVEN, D. A. G, 
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No. 112. 

Return of the ..tlmerican garrison of Fort-Boyer, wltich sur. 
rendered to the force under major-general Lambe1·t, 11th of 
February, 1815. 

1 field-officer, 3 captains, I 0 &ubalterns, 2 staff, 16 serjeants, 16 
drummers, 3~7 rauk aud lile, 20 women, l6 children, 3 servants not 
soldiers. 

F. STOVEN; D. A. G . 

.,.,,,,,,,,,.#.#,,.,. 

No. 113. 

Articles of capitulation agreed upon betroeen lientenm)[·colonel 
Larvrence and major-general Lambert jo1· the Slt7'render of 
Ft~rt-Bowye,·, on the llfobile z>oint, 11th February, 18lf•. 

Art. I. That the fort &hall be surrendered to the arms of his Bri
tannic majesty in its existinO[ state as to the works, orduance, ammuni
tion, anrf every species of military >lores. 

II. That the garrison shall be considererl as prisoners of wat·, the 
troops marching out with their colmu·s flying and <lroms beating, and 
grouud their arms on the glacis-lf,e officers retaining their swords, and 
the whole to be em Larked in such ships as the Britioh nantl commander
in-chief shall appoint. 

IlL All private property to be respecterl. 
l'\7. That a communication shall be made immediate!" of the same 

to the commanding officer of tl1e 7th military district of the Un ited 
States, and every endeavour made to effect au early exchauge of 
p,risoners. . . . 

V. That tha garnson of the Unaerf Stares remmn in the fort until 
twelve o·clock to-mor•ow, a B1·itish guard bein~ put in.posses,ion of the 
inner gate at three o'clock to-dny, the Lody of the guard remain in"' on 
the glacis, and that the British flag Le hoisrt•d at the sarne time.=:..an 
officer of each sen•ice rf:maining at the head qtlarters of each com
mander until the fufilment of these an1cles. 

II. C. SMITH, m;-.j. and rnil. sec. 
Agreed on the part of the royal navy, 

T. II. RICKETTS, capt . £LM.s. Venc;eur. 
R. CTIAl\IBERLI\TN, 2d reg. U.S. infant1·,·. 
WM. LAWRENCE, lt.-col. 2d inf'y com'g: Approved, 

Test, 

A. COCHH \ N!';· com.:in-chief II.M. shipp. 
JOHN LAl\1 BERT, maJor-gen. commanding. 

JOliN REID, aide-de-camp. 
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No. 114. 

Letter fr·om lieutenant-colonel Law1·ence to genm·al Jackson. 
SJlt, Fort Bowyer, February a, 1815. 

Imperious necessity has compelled me to enter into articles 
of capitulation with major-general John Lamb<~rt, commanding 
his Britannic majesty's forces in frout of Fort Bowyer, a cupy 
of which I forward you for the pnrpose of effecting an imme
diate exchange of prisoners. Nothing but the want of provi
sions, and finding myself completely surrounded by thousands
batteries erected on the sand-mounds, which con,pletcly com
manded the fort-and the enemy having advanced, by regular 
approaches, within 30 yards of the ditches, and the utter im
possibility of getting any assistance or supplies, would have 
induced me to adopt this measure. Freling confident, and it 
being the unanimous opinion of the officers, that we could not 
retain the post, and that the Jives of many valuable officers 
and soldiers would have been uselessly sacrificed, I thought it 
most desirable to adopt this plan. A full and correct statement 
will be furnished ycm as early as possible. 

Captain Chamberlin, who bears this to E. Livingston, 
Esq. will relate to him every particular, which will, I hope, 
be satisfactory. I am, with respect, &c. 

W. LA WR.ENCE, lieut.-col. com. 

No. 115. 
From general Jackson to the American secretary at war, 

Head-qum·ters, 7th milttary district. 
SIR, New Orleans, 2 Jth February, 1815. 

The flag·vessrl which I sent to the enemy's ileet returned a 
few days ago, with assurances from ad111iral Coehrauc, that the 
American pri~oncrs taken in the gun-boats aud sent to Jamaica, 
a hall be returned as soon as practicable. The N y mphe has 
been despatched for them. 

Through the same channel I received the sad inHitgence of 
the surrender of Fort- Bowyer : this is an event which I little 
expected to happen, but after the most gallant resistance; that 
it should have taken place, without even a fire from the enemy's 
battcrie>, is as astonishing as it is mortifying. 

In consequence ef this unfortunate afl"air, an addition of 366 
l1as been made to the list of American prisonrrs ; to redeem 
tlacsc and the seamen, I havr, in conformity with propositions 
lwld out by aumiral Cochrane, forwarde<l to the mouth of the 
}iississippi upwards of 400 British prisoners; others will be 
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sent, to complete the exchange, as soon as they arrive from 
Natchez, to which place I had found it expedient to order 
them. 

Major Blue, who had been ordered by general Winchester 
to the relief of Fort-IJowyer, succeeded in carrying one of the 
enemy's piquets, consisting of 17, but was too late to effect the 
whole pu rposc for which he had been detached-the fort having 
capitulated twenty-four hours befQre his arrival. I learn from 
the bearer of my last despatches to the enemy's fleet, who was 
detained during the operations against Fort·Bowycr, that hi! 
loss on that occasion, by the fire from the garrison was between 
20 and 40. I have the honor to be, &c. 

A. JACKSON • 

.,,,,,.,..,.,,,...,,,.,.,. 

No. 116. 

1'reaty of Peace and .Amity bc:tween his Britannic MaJestg 
and the United States of Ameriw. 

II is Britannic Majesty and the U uited States of America, 
desirous of terminating the war which has unhappily subsistetl 
between the two countries, and of restoring, upon principles 
of perfect reciprocity, peace, friendship, and good understand· 
ing between them, have, for that purpose, appointed their 
respective plenipotentiaries, that is to say : his Britannic 
majesty, on his part, has appointed the right honorable Jarnc5 
lord Gambier, late admiral Of the white, now admiral of the 
red squadron of his majesty's flt·et, Henry Goulbourn, esq. 
member of the imperial parliament, and under secretary of 
state, and William Adams, esq. doctor of eivii laws :-and 
the preside1it of the United States, by and wit h the advice and 
consent of the senate thereof, has appointed John Quincy 
Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathan Russell, and 
Albert Gallatin, citizens of the United States, who, after a 
reciprocal communication of their respective full powers, hava 
agreed upon the following articles: 

Art. 1.-Tbere sh:LII be a firm and universal pl'acc between 
his IJritannic majesty and the UnHcd States, and hctween their 
respective countries, tenitorics, cities, towns, and people, of 
every degree, without exception of places or persons. All 
hostilities, both by sea aad ), nd, shall cease as soon as this 
treaty has been ratified by both parties, as hereinafter men. 
tioned. All terriloricg, places, and possessions whatsoever, 
taken from either party hy the other, during the w:'r, or which 
may be taken after the signing of this treaty, excepting only 
the islaulis hereinafter mentioned, shall be restored without 
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delay, and without causing any destruction, or carrying away 
any of the ;u·tillery or other public properly originally captured 
in the ~aid forts or places, and which shall remain therein, 
upon the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, or any 
sla"es, or other privat·e property, and all archives, records, 
dectls, and papers, either of a public nature, or belonging to 
private person,, which, in the course of the war, may have 
fallen into the ha 1ds of the officers of either party, shall be, as 
fa•· as may be practicable, forthwith restored and delivered to 
the proper autliOrities and persons to whom they respectively 
belong. Such of the islands in the bay of Pa~samaquoddy as 
are claimed by both parties, shall remain in the posse~sion of 
the party in whose occupation they may be at the time of the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, until the decision 
respecting the title to the said islands shall have bren made, in 
conformity with the fourth article of this treaty. No disposi
tion made by this treaty, as to such possession of the islands 
and territories claimed by both parties, shall,_ in any manner 
whatever, be construed to affect the right of either. 

Art. I 1.-Jmmediakly after the rati(jcation of this treaty by 
both parties, as hereinafte•· mentioned, orders shalt be sent to 
the armies, squadrons, officers, subjects, and citizens of the two 
powers to cease from all hostilities: aRd to prevent all causes 
of complaint which might arise on a(;count of the prizes which 
may b~ taken at sea after the ratifications of thi;; treaty, it is 
reciprocally agreed, that all vessels and effects which may be 
taken after the space of twelve days from the said ratifications, 
upon all parts of the coast of N urlh America, from the latitude 
of twenty-three degrees north, to the latitude of fifty degree!! 
north, as far eastward in the Atlantic Ocean as the thirty-sixth 
degree of west longitude from the meridian of Greenwich, 
shall be restored on each side: that the time shall be thirty days 
in all other parts of the Atlantic ocean, north of the equi
Jloxial line or equator, and the same time fur the British and 
Irish channels, for the !?;Ulf of Mexico, and all parts of the 
West Indies: forty days for the North Seas, for the 13altic, 
and for all parts of the Mediterranean. Sixty days for the 
Atlantjc ocean south of the equator a~ far as the latitude of the 
Cape of Good Hope: ninety days for every part of the world 
south of the eqmLtor: and one hundred and twenty days for all 
other parts of the worltl, without exception. 

AnT. IJI.-All prisoners of war taken on either sirle, as 
well by land as sea, shall be restored as soon as practicable 
after the ratification of this treaty, as hereinafter mentioned, 
on their paying the debts which they may have contracted during 
their captivity. The two contracting parties respectively 
engage to di~charge, iu s1Jecic, the auvances which may have 
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been made by the other, for the sustenance and maintenance of 
such prisoners. 

ART. IV.-Whereas it was stipulated by the second article 
in the treaty of peace of one thousand seven hundred and eighty 
three, between his 13ritannic majesty and the United States of 
America, that the boundary of the United States should com
prehend all islands within twenty leagues of any part of the 
shores of the Unitcll States, and lying between lines to be 
drawn due cast from the points where the aforesaid boundaries 
he tween Nova-Scotia, on the one part, and East Florida on 
the other, shall respectively touch the bay of Fnndy, and the 
Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as now arc, oa· heretofore 
have been within the limits of Nova-Scotia: and whereas the 
several islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy, which is part of the 
bay of I<undy, and the island of Grand Menan, in the said 
bay of Fundy, arc claimed by the U nitcd States as being com
prehended within their aforesaid boundaries, which said islands 
arc claimed as belonging to his Britannic majesty, as having 
been at the time of, and previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one 
thousand seven hnndrcd and eighty-thrre, within the limits of 
the province of Nova Scotia: in order, therefore, finally to 
decide upon these claims, it is agreed that they shall be referred 
to two commissioners, to be appointed in the following manucr; 
viz. One commissioner shall be appointed by his Britannic 
majesty, and one by the president of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate thereof, and the 
said two commissioners so appointed shall be sworn impar
tially to examine and !lccide upon the said claims, according to 
such evidence as shall be laid before them, on the part of his 
Britannic majesty and of the United States respectively. The 
said commissioners shall meet at St. Andrews, in the province 
of New Brunswick, and shall have power to adjourn to such 
other place or places as they shaH think fit. The said com
missioners shall, by a declaration or report under their hands 
and seals, decide to which of the two contracting parties the 
several islands aforesaid do respectively belong, in conformity 
with the true intent of the said treaty of peace of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three. And if the said commis. 
sioncrs shall agree in theit· decision, both parties shall consider 
such decision a~ final and conclusive. It is further agreed, 
that in the event of the two commissioners difl'ering upon all 
or any of the matters s~ referred ~o them, or. in the event of 
both or either of the sa1d comm•s,aoners refusmg. o•· declining, 
or wilfully omittin~, to act as such, they shall make, jointly 
or S<'parale ly, a repor t or reports, as well to the governmen t 
of his Britnnnic maj esty, as lo that of the United States, s tar . 

·j 11 g in detail the poin t-. on whi ch they differ, and the g rou nlli 
V()L . lJ, p 1' 
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upon which tlteir respective opinions have been formed, or 
the grounds upon which they, or either of them, have so 
refused, declined, or omitted to act. And his Britannic rna· 
jesty, and the government of the United States, hereby agree 
to refer the report or reports of the said commissioners, to 
some friendly sovereign or state, to be then named for that 
purpose, and who shall be requested to decide on the differences 
which may be stated in tho said report or reports, or upon the 
report of one commissioner, together with the grounds upon 
which the other commissioner shall have refused, declined, or 
omitted to act, as the case may be. And if the commissioner so 
refusing, declining, or omitting to act, shall also wilfully omit to 
state the grounds upon which he has so done, in such manner that 
the said statement may be referred to such friendly sovereign or 
state, together with the report of such other commissioner, 
tben sucl1 sovereign or state shall decide exparte upon the said 
report alone. And his Britannic majesty and the government 
of the United States engage to consider the decision of some 
friendly sovereign or state to be final and conclusive, on all the 
matters so referred, 

ART. V .-Whereas neither that point of the high lands 
lying due north from the source of the river St. Croix, and 
designated in the former treaty of peace between the two 
powers as the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, nor the 
north-westernmost head of Connecticut river, has yet been 
ascertained; and whereas that part of the boundary line be~ 
tween the dominion of the two powers which extends from 
the source of the river St. Croix directly north to tl1e above 
mentioned north-west angle of Nova Scotia, thence along the 
saicl high lands which divide those rivers that empty themselves 
into the river St. Lawrence from those which fall iuto the 
Atlantic ocean, to the north-westernmost head of Connecticut 
river, thence down along the middle of that river to the forty
fifth degree of north latitude: thence by a line due west on 
said latitude until it strikes the river Iroquois or Cataraguy, 
has not yet been surveyed : it is agreed, that for these several 
purposes, two commissioners shall be appointed, sworn, and 
authorized, to act exactly in the manner directed with respect 
to those mentioned in the next preceding article, unless other
wise specified in the present article. The said commissioners 
shall meet at St. Andrews, in the province of New Brunswick, 
and shall have power to adjourn to such other place or places 
as they shall thin's: fit. The said commissioners shall have 
power to ascertain and determine the points above mentioned~ 
in conformity with the provisions of the said treaty of peace of 
one thousand seven hundred ami eighty-three, and shall cause 
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the boundary aforesaid, from the source of the river St. 
Croix, to the river Iroquois or Cataraguy, to be surveyed and 
marked according to the said provisions. The said commis• 
sioners shall make a map of the said boundary, and annex it 
to a declaration under their hands and seals, certifying it to be 
the true map of the said boundary, and particularizing the 
latitude and longitude of the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, 
of the north-westernmost head of Connecticut river, and of 
such other points of the said boundary as they may deem 
proper. And both parties agree to consider such rnap and 
declaration as finally and conclusively fixing the said boundary. 
And in the event of the said two commissioners differing or 
both, or either of them, refusing or declining, or wilfully 
omitting to act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shall 
be made by them, or either of them, and such reference to a 
friendly sovereign or state, shall be made1 in all respects as in 
the latter part of the fourth article is coutained, and in as full 
a manner as if the same was herein repeated. 

Art. Vl.-\Vhereas by the former treaty of peace, that 
portion of the boundary of the U nitcd States from the point where 
the forty-fifth degree of north latitude strikes the river Iroquois 
or Cataragny to the lal~:e Superior, was declared to be ''along 
the middle of said river into lake Ontario, through the middle 
of said lake until it strike~ the communication by water be
tween that Jake and Jake Eric, thence along the middle of said 
communication into lake l~rir, through the middle of s<tid 
lake until it arrives at the wakr communication into the lake 
lJ uron, thence through the middle of said Ia ke to the water 
communication between that lake and Jake Superior." And 
whereas doullts have arisen what was the middle of said river, 
Jakes, and water communications, and whether certain islands 
lying in the snme were within the dominions of his Britannic 
majesty or of the United States: in order, therefore, finally to 
1lccide these doubts, they shall be referreu to two commisioncrs, 
to be appointed, sworn, and authorized to act exaclly in the 
manner directed with respect to those mentioned in the next 
preceding article, unless otherwise speeified in this present 
article. The said commissioners shall meet, in the first in· 
stance,atAlbany, in thestate of New York, and shall have 
power to adjourn to such other place or places as they shall 
think fit. The SJid commissioners shall, by a report or dcc!a. 
ration, under their hands and seals, designate the lwundary 
through the said river, lakes, or water communications; and 
decide to which of the two contracting parties the several 
islands lyiug within the said river, lakes, and water communi
cations, do respectively belong, in confonuity with the true 
intent of the said treaty of one thousand ~even hundred and 

II 
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eighty-three. And both parties ngree to consider such desig
nation and decision as final and conclusive. And in the event 
of the said two commissioners differing, or both, or either 
of them, refusing, declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such 
reports, declarations, or statements, shall be made by them, 
or either of them; and such reference to a friendly sovereign 
or state shall be made in all respecl.s as in the lattter part of 
the fourth article is contained, and in as full a manner as if 
the same was herein repeated. 

Art. VII.-It is further agrcc·d that the said two last men
tioned commissioners, after tht·y shall have executed the duties 
assigned to them in the preceeclin~ article, shall be, and they 
are hereby authorized, upon their oaths, impartially to fix and 
determine, according to the true intent of the saicl treaty of 
])Cacc of one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, that 
part of the boumbry between the dominions of the two powers, 
which extends from the water communication between lake Huron 
and lake Superior, to the most north-western point of the lake 
of the Woods, to decide to which of the two parties the several 
i;lands lying in the lakes, water communications ant! rivers, 
forming the said boundary, do respectively belong, in con
formity with the true intent of the said treaty of peace of one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three; anti to cause such 
parts of tl:e said boundary, as require it, to be surveyed and 
marked. The said commissioners shall, by a report or decla
ration under their hands and seals, designate the boundary line 
aforesaid, state their decisions on the points thus referre:l to 
them, and particularize the latitude and longitude of the most 
110rth-wcstem point of the lake of the 'Voocls, am! of such 
other parts of the said boundary, as they may deem proper. 
And both parties agree to consider such designation aud decision 
as final and conclusive. And, in the event of the said two 
commissioners dill'cring, or both, or either of them, refusing, 
dccliniug, or wilfully omit1ing to act, such rPports, declarntions, 
or statements, shall !Jc made by them, or either of them, and 
such reference to a friendly so.vcrcign or state, shall be made in 
all rcspcds, as in the latter part of the fourth article is con
tained, am! in as full a manner as if the same was herein 
repeated. 

Art. VIII.-The several boards of two commissioners men
tioned in the four preceding articles, shall respectively have 
power to appoint a secretary, and to employ such surveyors or 
other persons as they ~hall judge necessary. Duplicates ef all 
their rcspccti,·c reports, declarations, statements, and decisions, 
and of their accounts, and of the jourual of their proceedings, 
shall be delivered by them to the agents of his Britannic majesty, 
and to tl:c agents of the United States, who may be respectively 
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appointed and authorized to manage the business on behalf of 
their respective governments. The said commissioners shall be 
respectively paid in such manner as shall be agreed between the 
two contracting parties, such agreement being to be settled at 
the time of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty ; 
and all other ex peuses attending said commissioners shall be 
defrayed equally by the two parties. And, in case of death , 
sickness, resignation, or necessary absence, the place of every 
such commissioner respecti~·ely shall be supplied in the same 
manner as such commisssoner was first appointed, ami the new 
commissioner shall take the same oath or affirmation, and do 
the same duties. ft is furtl1er agreed between the two con
tracting parties, that in case any of the islands mentioned in 
any of the preceding articles, which were in the possession of 
one of the parties prior to the commencement of the present 
war between the countries, should, by the decision of any of 
the boards of commissioners aforesaid, or of the sovereign or 
state so referred to, as in the four next preceding articles con· 
tained, fall within the dominions of the other party, all grants 
of land made previous to the commencement of the war, by 
the party having had such possession, shall be as valid as if such 
island or islanP,s had, by such decision or decisions, been 
adjudged to be within the dominions of the party having such 
possession. 

Art. IX.-The United States of America engage to put an 
end, immediately after the ratificati .m of the present treaty, to 
hostilities with all the tribes or nations of Indians, with whom 
they may be at war at the time of such ratification ; and forth
with to restore to such tribes or nations, respectively, all the 
possessions, rights, and privileges, which they may have enjoyed 
or been entith·d to in one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 
previous to such hostilities: Provided always, that such tribes 
or nations shall ;;grce to desist from all hostilities against the 
United States of Amrrica, their citizens anti subjects, upon the 
ntif.ication of the present treaty being notified to such tribes or 
natious, and shall so desist accortlingly. Anti! his .Britannic 
majesty engages, on his part, to put an end immediately after 
the ratification of the present treaty, to ho5tilities with all the 
1ribes or nations of Indians with whom he may be at war at the 
time of such ratification, and forthwith to restore to such triucs 
or nations respectively, all the possessions, rights, and privi
leges, which they may have enjoyed, or been entitl rd to, in one 
thousand eight hundred and eleven, previous to such hostilities; 
Pro\ided always, that such tribes or nations shall agree tn 
desist from all hostilities agailiSt his Britannic majesty, ancl 
his suhjccts, upon the ratification of the present treaty being 
notifitd to -such tribrs or natiom, and shall so de; ist accord
ing ly . 
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Art. X.-Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable with 
the principles of humanity and justice, and whereas both his 
Britannic majesty and the United States are desirous of con
tinuing their efforts to promote its entire abolition, it is herehy 
agreed that both the contracting parties shall usc their best 
endeavors to accomplish so desirable an object. 

Art. XI.-This treaty, when the same shall have been rati• 
ficd on both sides, without alteration by either of the contract. 
ing parties anti the ratifications mutually e"changed, shall be 
binding on both parties, and the ratifications shall be exchanged 
at ·washington, in tlw space of four months from this day, or 
sooner, if practicable. 

In faith whereof, we the respective plenipotentiaries, have 
signed this treaty, and have thereunto affixed our seals. 

Donr, in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty-fourth day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

GAMBlEL{., 
HENRY GOULBOURN, 
WII...LlAM ADAMS, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAl\IS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Now, therefore, to the end that the said treaty of peace and 
amity may be obscrvecl with good faith, on the part of the 
United States, I, James M<tdison, president as aforesaid, have 
caused the premises to be made public: and I do hereby enjoin 
all persons bearing office, civil or military, within the United 
States, and all others, citizens or inhabitants thereof, or being 
within the same, faithfully to observe and fulfil the said treaty, 
and every clause and article thereof. 

In testimony whereof I have catrsed the seal of the United 
States to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with 
my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington, this eighteenth day of 
February, in the year of our Lortl one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, and of the sovcrci~nty and inde
pendence of the United Slates the thirty-ninth. 

JAMES MADISON. 
By the president, 

JAMES MONROE. 
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Rock, 228-9. Receives a mortal wound, 22.9. His character, ~o . 

.D~~~;ecf~~na~~:;~~~\~~.s;~~~s• army, lands on an island in the St. Lawrence, and frightens 

Black Rock, village of, its situation, Vol. I. 50. 
-- batteri~:;, their fire upon Fort~ Erie, Vol. 1. lOS. Capture by th ~ British, ~q~-.30. 

441. Destroyed, Vol. II. !2'2. Unsuccessful attack UJ>On, by colonel Tucker, lci·~- ~. 
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Black-bird, the Indian Chief, his enterprise, Vol. I. 226. 
Blad.,..burg,' battle of, Vol. 11. 284-91. 4!)'l-50\l. 
Boct, an American one, compared in force with aBriti lil h man-of-war brig, Vol. IJ. ~.~9. 
lJa?rstler, colonel, United States' army,, supposed effect of his' Stentorian voice,' Vol. I. 114. 

Skirmish with captain Kerr's Indians, 2 L3. Surrenders, with his duachment, to a smf\1f 
British party, Q16-S. 436-7. 

Bostwick, lieutenant-colonel, captuecc; a gang of American depredators and traitors, Vol. 11. fl. 
Opinion entertained of the exploit by the president of Upper Canada, 395. 

Boundury lint, where it injures the Canadians, Vol. I. 238. 
Bnwyer fort, its construction by general Wilk'inson, Vol. II. !l42. Strength, ib. Ts attacked 

hy fnur sloops of war, ~U3. Cuts the cable of the Hermes, and drives her on shore, S44-6. 
Its capture by major-general Lambert, jgl-~. ~7o-5. 

BmJd, major- general, United States' army, succreds to thP command at Fort-George, Vol. T~ 
219. His misri.:prescntation, Q!>4. Proceeds with the army of the centre to the attack of 
Montreal, 2!19. Lands near Chry~tler's Farm, 32 1. Attacks colonel Morrison, ~29. Is d'e
featcd, 330-1. His gross misrepresentations, S3S-5. Retires to the boats, 3S8. 

Breakl11g parole, authorized by the American go,,ernment, Vol. J. 234-6 • 
.Brisbane, major~general, crosses the Saranac with his brigade, Vol. II. 220. Silences and drives 

the Americans from thei r batttries, 22'2. 
Brorlr, majnr-gen~ral, his promptitude on hearing of the war, Vol. I. 56. His proclamation to 

the Canadians, S!>S. lts salutary effect, 6t. Arrival at AmrH~·rsthur~ and Snndwich, 68. Sum
mons to Fort.Oetroit, fig. Capt\1re of the fort, garrison, and Midtigan territory, 09--73.362. 
'Proclamation to the Michigan people, 70.368. Intention of reducing Fort~ Wayne prevented 
by sir George Prevost's armistice, 181 . Return to Fort-George, 78. J\rrivfll thence a t Queens
town, 88. Advance against a superior body of Americans, 89. Death 00. Its immediate ill 
consequence~, 100. Character, 103-4. 

Brooke, colonel, succeeds to the command of the British troops opposite to Baltimore, Vol. IL 
311. Defeats the American army, SIS. His official account, 50R. R~-rmharhs at North
point, 32.6. In the fleld at New Orleans, but not at the head of hi~ rtginlt:nt, 3SO. 

Broun, major-general, United States' army, his curiou! stratag<:m to deceivr si r GPnrgc Prevost 
at Sackett's Hftrbor, Vol. T. 171. Lands near Chryst1cr's fitrm, 320. 8kirmishc>s with, nnc.l 
is delayed in his mttrch by, a small force undtrbrevrt-major Denni~, 9'21-2 . Rrjoins the 
cx,,cdition at narnhare,, sss. Proceeds to Sackett'!l Harhor, 35 1. Mistat..cs his orders, and 
marches for Onondtlgo hollow and back, Vol. 1 L 7fJ. His exaggerated accnunt of the busi· 
ness at Oswego, 105. 430. Proceed~ to Batavia, I 14. Js orden•d to cross the Niagara, ib. 
lssues a general order, ib. 430. 1-lis force, 11 5. Crosses the strait, and takes Fort-Erie, I 16-
Defeats major~~eneral Uinll, 118-QS. His force after the hatth:, IQ5. Advances to Chippcw 
wa~· and Queenstown, 129. Oetaches general Swift to reconnoitre fOI't-George, ib. Wants 
commodore Chauncey to co-operate in an attack uron Kingiton, 130. Calls a council, 133. 
Detaches a strong force to invest Fort-George, ib. Advances upon Fort-George, 137. Re~enters 
Queenstown, and recrosses the Chippeway, where he encamps, 138. Engages, and is defeated 
by lieutennt·general Drummond, at Lundy's Lane, 139--49. His official letter, 149. 44.! .. 
ls woundert. anri crosses tQ lluffaloe, 150. His force in the battle. 154-5. Resigns lhc 
command to major~genera1 Ripley . 446. Resumes the command, and is reinforced, Q29. Re .. 
solves upon a sonic, 230. His C'ltficial account, 234. Falsehood in it, ts~. Is supersetled by 
general Jzard, '298. Repairs to Sackett's Harbor, 240. 

Brownstown, vi11age of, its situation, Vol. 1. 49. Skirmish at, 61. Scalps takeR by the Ameri
cans at, 66. 

BnUaloe creek, its situation, Vol. 1. 50. 111 efFects or not destroying the schooners fitting at, 
28!>. Destruction of three small ones, in 1813, Vol. II. 22.. 

---.. village, itssituatlon, Vol. I. w. Attacked and destroyed, Vol. TI. 22. IIOQ--4. 
BuJ~er, Tieutcnant, his successful enterprise against the United States' schooners, Tigress and 

Scorpion, 197. 201. His official account, 4CO. 
Burdick's Political and Historical Register,extracts from, Vol. I. 43.287.291.294.206. Vol. IT. 

90. 
Bltrlington, Americnn troops at, in IF IS, Vol. J. ~45. 
B~t1l;':, colonel, United States' army, his official accoun.t of captain Basdtn's repulse, Vol. [. 

c. 
('t7lt'clonia, N. W. company's brig, her capture, Vol. I. 81-3. 
Carnpmgh, Canadian, of 1812, its commenr.;ement, Vol. I. 56. Ttrmination, ISO. 
--------of 18lS, its commencemcn[ and progt·ess, Vol. 1- 131. to Vol. 11. 9og. 

------- of 1814, its commencement and 1>rogress, Vol. IT. 72-·'l4S. 
CampbeU, <'olonel, U. S. army, lands at Dover, in Upper Canada, and burns the houses and 

mills of the inhabitants, Vol. II. 109-J 1. Slight censure passed upon him by a court of 
inquiry, lb. 

Canadian takes, brieftv described, VoLT. 4~54. 
--- militia, their deficiency of arms, Vol. f. 74. Good behaviour, 155. 3JQ~ 
Cmmda, Upper, general Hutl'8 invasion of. Vol. I. ~S-71. General Van R"·nsselaer•s ditto. 

83--IOQ:. General Smith's dittfl, 111-29. General De-arborn's ditto, H3-1Ci4. 900.-S3. 
General Harrison':; ditto, ~i4-2ii7 . 

--·, Lo\l't'r, gc11eral Hampton's invasion of, 306-17. Sec Expedition. 
Capitol, at '"' ashington city, a shot from th<>, )~ills onesohJier and g<'nc:ra.l Ross'~> hors<>, V~1. ll. 

'i!g3. Is destroyed. 1b. Capable of being made a citadel, ~~H. ContainE.d other pul)lic 
buifrlingo: , or room&, 1h, 

CA.rolif'!a, U. S. echooner, her force and destructive fire at New Orl\!ans, Vol. II, 3d r. fs des.
troy•u l>y bot shor, So3. 
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Cn•·•·, lleutenan1, U. S. army, his honorable conduct, Vol. !. ~96. 
Cassin, commodore, his bombasticalletters, Vol. 11. ~~. 411. Account orthe atta'k on Crane)' 

island, b7. 412, 
Catalan. See Bien1Jenu. 
Cataract, the Niagara, its height, Vol. 1. bl. . 
Cawdlet Mr. rel eased from American imprisonment,· Vol. 11. 1e:. 
Q>ntre-divi.sion of the British Canadian army. repulses the enemy at Queenstown, Vol. I. 87-

100. The lilce near Fort-Erie, t to-ts. Detachment driven from York, 14'l-9. Another de
tachment, after a gallant resistance. retires from Fort•George towards Burlington Heights. 
J!)o-60. A third detachment atta<'ks and retreats from Sackett's Harbor, 164--77. Critic:a( 
situation of the detachment a t Burlington Heights. 'lOS . Its gallant and successful effort , 
204-1'2. Several partial suecesses,2l4-20. ~128-~0. :its advance to St. David's, 2~2. Its 
total numbers, 253. Makes a demonstration upon Fort4 George, 25'4e Encrrnsed sickness, 
257e Effective strength, jrt September 18i.S, 258. Retreats to Hurlingt_on, Vol. 11. 3, Is 
ordered to but dots not,. re:tire upon Kingston, 4. Pursuns general M'Ciurc, 7. Enters 
Fort-Geori<>, 11. Carries Fort. Niagara. 14-18. Enters Lewisto·wn, Black Rock and Buf
faloe . 18--2..?. Goes into winter-quarters, '1.7. (Now called right.division.} Defeated at 
Steets' cret!k~ t~o-s. 4:31.-6. Defeats general Brown's army ~t Lundy's lane, 143-bg .. 
.. 36-48. Encamps near Fort- Eric, 161 . Fails in an assault uj>on the works, 169-77. 450. 
Its st rength in septem'1er, 18 14, CN9. Its advance attacked by the garrison from Fort.Erie,: 
2~ 1. Drives the Americans to their fort , 233. Its en creased sickncs3. 25'6, Retires to 
rhippeway, 237. Aff,,ir with a dctnchmcnt at Lyon's creek, 239. Is re-inforced, 240. 
Regains possession of the Nia~;:ua~frontier, and goes into winter-quarters, 241. 
-- American Ctt.n\\dian a1·my of the-, its organization and strength, Vol. T. 80. Repulse 

nt·ar'fort-Erie, 110~1R. Success at York, 142-9; and at Fort.Gcorgc, 150-6e. Advance 
towards Bltrlin~tnn Hri&hte, 203. Defeo.t ,,t Stoney_ crt!ek, 204-12. Uetreatto Fort.Georgc, 
2. 1.S-J4. l"artial losses, 2 14-liO. '230. StrengthJm July, l SIS, 253. In Srptember, 259. 
Loses the Ol,purtunity of capturing the Bl'itisll. centrc~division, ib. Departs to join the 
northern army, in al\ expedition f\gainst Montr('a\, 259. Its subsequent proceedings, S00-52 .. 
Is re-or~anized at BataVia, Vol II. 114. Takes Fort .. Erie, 115. Defeats genernll<.iall, li0--7. 
Advances to Queenstown and Fon.George, 129 . 1~7. Retirt'S to g.uet'n~town and Chippeway. 
137-8. Is c\efE"ated at Lundy's lane, 14~-7. Retreats to Fo;-t.Erie, 158. Repeb an assault 
upon the works, l'j()-7. Makes a sortie upon the British batteries, 2.31-6, Is re~inrorccd 
by general Izard's army, 238. Rvacuates the Canadian terri Lory. '240. 

Chambers, captain, his imprisonment along with convicts in Frankfort Penitentiary, Vol. I. 
299. 461. 

Champlain, lake, its situation and extent, Vol. I. i37. Belongs wholly to the Americans, 
258. Proceeding., upon, ia ISIS, 239-~·HI. 

----- town entered by the Briti sh, in ISIS, Vol. 1. 244. 
Chandler, brigadier.general, U. S. army, his rapture by the British, Vol. I. '206. 
Chapin, major, U. s. militia, identified as the h ead of a gang of depredators, Vol. T. q1s. 

His inhuman treatment of some wounded British prisoneu, 227. His vaunting aecount of 
an affair with a British piquet, Vol . II.~. 

Chaptico, proceedings at, Vol. ll. 26~. 
Charge.~. of unparalleled gallantry, Vol. II. 86-7. 
Charlestown, in the Chesapeake, proceedings at, Vol If. 49. 
Chateaugay river, battle of the, Vol. I. .SOG--17. British official account of, 4Ci'!. 
Chuuncey, cornmodore, his arrival at Sackett's Harbor, Vol. L Jill. Commences equipping a 

fleet, ib. Attack upon York, U. C. 141-9. 40-t-. Sounds the approach to Fort·George, 1!>0. 
nom bards th~t fort a~cl ~ewark, I '»2. Returns to Sacke~t's Harbor to await the equipment 
of the Pike, '1.!2· S~tls Ill. her to the hca~ ?f the lake, 'l31. Lands troops and seatnen near 
Durlington 1-letghts, 1b. 9verrat~s tile. Bnttsh_forces and re.embarks the troops, ib. Carries 
away, as prisont!rs, some tnfirm mhah_1tnnts, 1b. Proceeds to Vorl~, and lands troops un~ler 
lieutenant-colonel Scott, tlS2. Empt1es the gaols, and plunders the inhabi tants 'lS:J Hia 
corru:.pond~nce with general Wilkinson, 90'1.. ' · 

Checves, Mr. his speech to congress, Vol. I. 287. 
Chesapeake bay, operations in the, Vol. 1 I. s.0-69. 2-18-339. 
Chicago pocket, her capture, Vol. 1. ~!) . 
-fort, its abandonment, Vol. I. 67. 
Chipptway river, its sitnntion, Vol. 1. 51. 
- fort, ditto, ib. 
-- village, ditto, ib. 
-----u.s. schooner, her destruction, Vol. 11. 29. 
Citi%C1lS, American , Mr. Madison's Charge of impressing H thousands 1t of lhfm, Vol. r ~ 3 

Actual number impressed, 42. 
-,native and naturalized, pre•ended equality of rights, ib. 
Ci·tili:.atio,t, Indian, how promoted by the American gon~_rnment, 180-3. 
Clark, ~olonel Th01:nas, libel upon refuted, Vol. l. 102. ~ontributes to the capture of colonel 

Ba:rs.t•er. 2\6 .. H1s a~ta(k upon Fort.SchlMser, '.t\9. H 1s account of colanel Bisshot1p's iUC
ct.:ssfu! cntt!'rpnse agawst Black Rock, 441-3. 

Clark£, Elijah, an expatriated American citiLen, case of, Vol. I. 43. Hi:;i\cquittallty a court-
manic: I, ib. 

Clay, the honorable Henry, his war .. speech, Vol. I. i7o Subsequent apo~tar,·, Vot. n. 5iQ.
1 

CI~~;: briga<!..'-rnajor, his shameful treatment, white in a wounded :!'t..'\te, by the Am ~..:r it.: .t n s, 

Cltmaie of the Can?.dhs, its se,·erity, VoL I I. ; , 8. 
Coanriver, procudlli&:S at, Vol. 11. 267, 

QQ2 



INDEX. 

Cochrane, vice-admiral, rer ..... his COI\Stnt to one of sir Georg@ Prevost's armistices, Vol. n. 
JSi, Arrives in tile Che&apel)ke with major-general Ross, ~7~. His ill-advi~ed letter to Mr. 
M .. .mroe, !02. 50,. Proceeds to attack Baltimore, 319. Hiscfticial account, ~14. Departs for 
Halifax,'' 1. Effect of his threatening letter at New Orleans, StO. Arrives off the Chandeleur 
islands, S48. Detaches a force against the American gun-boats, 3i9. His official account of 
the New Ortcans proceedings, ~50. 

Cockburn, rear-admiral, arrives in the Chesapeake, Vol. II. S!2. Proceeds to the head of the 
bay, ss. Approo.ches Frenchtown, S4. Js fired upon from a battery, ib. Lands tbe 
marines, ib. L>estroys some stores and vessels, ib. Hill principle of acting develope.d1 35. 
Purchases stock at Turkey point, and Specucie island, ~6. Is fired al and menace-d trom 
Havre de Grace, 36--7. Proceeds to attack the place, 37. Is fired upon by the inhabitants, 
who wound the bearer of a flag of truce, 38. Lands, ib. Destroys several abandoned 
J1ouses, ib. Also~ cannon foundry, 39. Detaches a force up the Susqu~hanna, 40. Pro. 
ceeds to Georgetown and Fredericktown, 46. Sends two Americans to warn the inhabitants 

·against making resistance, 47. Is fired upon, and lands, ih. Destroys the abandoned 
houses, "esse Is, and stores, ib. Lands at a town near the Sassafras, and is well recehed., 
48-9. The like at Charlestown in the neighbourhood, 49. Retires from the head &f the bay., 
ib. His account of his proceedings, 404-ll. Proceed a to Ocracoke harbor, 69. Captures 
two fine letters of marque, 70· Lands at Ocracoke and Portsmouth, lb. Lands at Leonard's 
town in St. Mary's, 263. AtNCiminy ferry, ib. At Hnrnbt1rgh and Chaptico, 26S. Up the 
Yeocomico, 206. At Kinsale, ib. Takes a battery on the banks of the Coan riyer, 267. 
Proceeds up St. Mary's creek. Goes on shore to reeonnoltre the route to Washington. 
!7.5. His plan to prevent surprise, ib. Suggests an attaC'k on Washington. 276. Proceeds 
to the attaC'k of commodore Barney's flotilla, 9.77. Joins major. general Ross at Upper 
Marlborough, and decides on immediately attaC'king Washington, tst. Advances towards 
"\\rashington, 283. His account of the battle of Bladensburg, 49!!. Ts near capturing 
Mr. ?t!adison, Cl91. Approaches Washingtmt, 293. Advances with the light.companies on 
general Ross's being fired at, ib. Enters the:prcsident's palace, 29-t. Ita destruction, 295. 
Was blamed by his commanding officer for not having acted more rigorously, 301. His 
official account of the business at Washington, -492. Ueconnoitres the enemy at Baltimore. 
St4. Ria concern at general Ross's death, 315. Official account of the Baltimore demon
stration, 617. Sails ror Bermuda, 331, Return~ to the Chesapeake, 33S,. Sails to Amelia. 
island, SS4. Arrjves at, and takes possession of, Cumberland island, 335. 

Colonial Journal, extract from, Vol. I. q59, 
Columbian Centinet, extract from, Vol. II. 297. 
Congresr, secret law of, to take po88ession of West Florida, Vol. lJ.S•U. 
Cor1victs, list of, in Fank{ort Penitentiary, Vol. I. 461. 
Council, of war, American, its despatch, Vol. I. 211.313. Fortunate decisi'on, ssg. Ditto, 

Vol. Jl, 12. 
-----, British, its firmness, Vol.[, 120. Ditto, Vol, IJ. 4. 
Court.martiu.l upon lieutenant·COlonet Mullins, extracts from, Vol. n. :375. 377.379. 
Craney island, unsucceosful attack upon, Vol. II. !>6-6!J, 414-7. Badly managed, 64. 
Cririe, lieutenant, R.N. his noble beha'Yiour, Vol. II. ss . .a 11. 
Ctmzberla11d island, taken possession of by the British, VoJ. II. 9S~. 
Court of inquiry upon colonel Campbell, its indulgent proceedings, Vol, II. 111. 

D. 
Darby's Louisiana, extracts from, Vol. H. G46-7. 
Dearbom. major.genera1, U.S. army, appointed to command the army of the north, Vol. J. 

198.. Marches to Champlain, 1'.'!9. Detaches a skirmishing party, ib. Returns to Plattsburg 
and Burlington, 130. Places his army into winter.quarters, ib. Proceeds to the attack of 
York, u. <.:. 141. Arrives there, 14CJ. Captures the place, 146. 400. Proceeds to Niagara,. 
150. Hi! account or tht" capture of Fort·Genrgc, 157. 4111. Detaches a strong force in 
pursuit of general Vincent, and to take Fort.Erie, 163. Effects the latter, 164. Detaches 
two brigadier-generals to capturt! or destroy the British at Burlington Heights, li!03. Cap. 
ture or the former, and retreat of the Americans to Fort-George, li!04-t3. His strange 
account. oog.. His defensive preparations, and alarm, at Fort.George, 214-t!). Detaches 
a force against lieutenant·colonel Bisshopp at the Beaver dam, 21.!>. lt3 entire capture, 2l6 
-18. His official account of the affair, 439. His resignation of the command, 419. 

Debartz.ch, captain. his interview with general Hampton, Vol. I. 313. 
Deceptions, military, curious di'Yulgement respecting, Vol. I. 162. 
Delaware. town, uffair at, Vol. 11. 75-7.417. 
Dennis, brevet.major, his skilful arrangements and gallant beha'Yiour at Hoop.pole creek., 

Vol. I. 3tzJ-2. His sudden promotion by the Americans, 322. 
De Roltenburg, major.general. succeeds major-general Sheafl'e, a, president or Upper Canada., 

Vol. I. 219. His departure for Kingston, 261. 
De Saluberry, lieutenant-colonel, his force near Chateaugay, Vol. I. 301. Hears of the 

approach of general Hampton, \b. His judicious arrangement to check his advance, S0?-9. 
Defeats him, 30S)-l7. 

Deserters. partial decision respecting, Vol. I. 4S. How considered by Mr. "Iadison, 44. 
---·· British, number from colonel ~cott, Vol. r. S61. Ditto, from sir George Prevost 

m the Plattsburg expedition, Vol. II. ~s. Bounty offered to, ~71. 
Detroit, river, described, Vol. 1. 48. 
--·, town, ditto, ib. 
---, fort, datto, ib. Summoned to surrender, 69. Attack upon. ib. Its easy surrender., 

'70-4. 362-76. British and American force present nt, 71-1. Ordnance stores found at., 
7li. Effecu or its surrender upo11 the cabinet at Wasl·>ington, 76, Sec Michigan. 

-·,brig, (late Adams,) ber recapture, Vol. I. st-t. 
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De Wattevil~. major-general, his official account of the aortie from Fort-Erie, Vol, II. 4611. 
Dickson Mrs. inhuman treatment of her, when ill in bed at Newark, Vol. 11. B. 
---' counsellor, destruction of his library by the Americans, ib. 
---: 1\fr. Thomas, released from an Atnerican }lTison, fb. 
---, colonel, differs with colon el Thornton as to the force required to hold geneml 

Morgan's lines, Vol. 11. 586. 546. !>49, 
Dobb;, captain, U .N ., conveys five boats over land to Lake Erie, and captures, in a gallant 

manner the U. s . schooners Somers and Ohio, Vol. Il. 166-8. 449. 
Don Juan' De Anaya, the Mexican field. marshal, assisted in defending New Orleans, Vol. Jl, 389. 
Don Quixote, quotation from, Vol. II.!>~. 
Dover, on Lake Erie, attack upon, Vol. 11. 109, Destrayed under the orders of colonel 

Campbell, U.s. army, 11()-1~. 

Dosontiie captain R.N., his cq.operation requested by si r George Prevost, Vol. II. 21'2. Urged 
by a 1 ~tter1 214: Harrangues his men, £13. Dies, i\i. 

Doyle, his celebrated wife, Vol. I. 108. 
Drummot~d, liEutenant-gen~ral, his arrival ~T~f!l Engl~nd, Vo~. II. _12:. Issw~rn in as prfsitlent 

of Upper Canada, ib. Joms the c~ntre-d1v1swn a t St •. Dav1d's, 1b. Perrotta colo~el Murray 
to pursue his plans or annoyance, 1h. AdvancPs to ClHppcway, 20. Detaehu maJor-general 
Riall to Buffaloe and Ulack Rock, 2o-1. Placu his army into comfortable winter-quarttr~, 
2.S. Detaches a force towards the Detroit, 75. Arrrves at the Niagara from York, 141. 
Detaches n force to Lewistown, ib . Arrives at L .. mdy's lane, 142. Defeats general 81 ow n, 
143-!J!). His official account, 49(i. Arri\lea opposit\! to Fort-~~ ric, lGt. Dt:tachE.'s lieutenant
colonel Tucker to attack Dlack Hock, 162. His fai lu're, 163 . Open:~ hi s batt('nes on T•'ort
Erie IDS. Fail~ in a storming attacl\, 169-77. His nflicial account, 150. illumed by ~ ir 
Geo(ge Prc..·vo5t for making the attack ' in the dark', 181). 

-----, major, offers to put sir George Prevost \n possess ion of Sackett's J-l nrhor, 171. 
{Lieutenant-colonel,) His heroic behaviour and death at the assault of Fort .. Erie, Vol. 1 r~ 
173-~. 

Due1·oss, 1\fr. dcccive•' the RrHHhcommandersat New Orleans, Vol. II. 360. 
Dudle!l, colonel, U. S. a rmy, his defeat and death, Vol. I. 198. 
Du.kt Q{ Gloucester, brig, her capture, Vol. 1. H8. 

I<:. 
Baale, u.s. cutter, her capture, along with her companion, l>y t hree Canadian gun-bncals, 

Vol. J. 2-10. 44b-7. Her a rmament, 'i-l0-1 . 4-17. 
Ea·rle, commodore, not an officer of the roylll navy, ol. r. 121. His i&competency, ib. 
Eaton's lij'e of Juckson, extracts from, Vol. It. :3!:13 . !lit. 374. 98~. 
Efft.'Ctive, its unsettled meaning, Vol. r. 71. 
Eldridge, lieutenant, U. S. army, misrepresented story about, Vol. J. !2~-6 • 
.Eli;abrth-town, now Brockville, incursion into, by the Americans, Vol, 1. 131. 
Brie, lake, its extent and situation, Vol .. I. 40. 
-, town, its situation, ib. 
--, fort, its situation, Vol. I. 50. Fires upon the fort at Black Rock, J05, Its garrison, in 

November, 1812, 110. Abandoned, 1!:18. Entered by the America ns, lt)4., Repossessed by 
the British, Vol. II .. 20. lts defenceless condition, 116. 1'al.;en by the Americans, 111. 
Enlarged and srrengthencd, 161. Is assaulLed by general Drummond, 168. Terrible c-xplo .. 
sian of one of the bastions, 177. Repulse of the British, ib. RP.paired and fresh mounted, 
228. Strength of the garrison, 2:129 . Snrtie from, upon the British batteries,~ 1. l ts partial 
success, ll5~3. Is destroyed and evacuated hy the American troops, !'i·lO . 

.E~?tS, major, his imprisoument along \vith convicts in Frankfort Penitentiary, Vol. 1. 999. 
461 • 

.Evt*rard, r~ptain, leaves hi~ brig, the Wasp, at quebec, and volunteers his s~rvkcs on Lake
Cham plato, Vol. I. 242.. fakes troops under COlonel Murray, and lands rhem at Plall5burg, 
ib. Re.embarks them, and proceeds tt> Swanton, Vermont, 243 . Then to Chaloplaiit
town and nurlington, 244-!». 449. Tries, jn vain, to provoke commodorc Macdonough to 
come out, 9.46. 449. Returns ro Quebec, 247. 

Ewtis, doctor, his war.speech, Vol. l. 77. 
E.zchaagc of prisoners, agreed upon between genera l Winder and colonel Baynes, Vol. 11 .. 183 

Its shameful \•iolation on the part of the Americans, 183-4. • 
B:rp~ition, th<: Wilklnsonian, its ~bjec~, Vol. I. 255. _Sets out fJom Fort-George, 260. Ja 

dnven back, 1b. Starts a second tunc, 1b. After suffcnng by wE:ather, arrives .t t H end~rson•s 
bay and Sack~t's Harbor, '.26 1, h s rendezvous at f;renadil"r island, SOl. lt! exan $lrE.'ngth 
ib. Proceeds to Fre-nch crce~, 303 . Js attacked h.v Br_iti~h gun-boats, ib. 1'o be joint!d b.j 
general Ham_p_ton , 304. Arnves at Hong's, near Mor_r1svtlle, S '?. After landing the uooP.S 
and ammumuon, passes Prescot, 318. Halts oppos1te to i\laulda, 319. Arrivrs at \VII
liamsburg, 320. Its strength at this timc, ib . Uetachments from it, ib. Affair at Bnop
pole crrek, 3~'2. Defeat of general Boyd, 9123-38. _Progress of the expedition to <.:om. 
wall. Hence to French 1r.ills, 340. Its total fai lu!'e, S:tl, 

---- to recover 1\Jichilim<lcinac, its proceeding; and faihcre, Vol. II. 190-201. 
Explosio•, its fatal effects, at York, !I. C. Vol. I. H !> , At Fort-Erie, Vol. 11. 171, 

F. 
Fitl.d·officers, British and Canadian, their firmness, in rouncil, Vol. J. IQrt. 
Fificher, l ieutenaryt.colonet, his official ac.cou~lt n.f the .::~.tt~ck ~n. Oswego,_ <1~6. (Colonrl) At. 

tacks the Amer.ca~ entr.enchtnents at SnakC•hill1 Willi l!lcftictcnt scahttg•ladders, 100. h 
reptllsed, 170, Ht& ollicJal account, t)3, 
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Fisk, Mr. of rermont, his resolution about British c.Jeserlcr6, Vol. ll. 'Z7f· 
Fitzgibbon, lieutenant, his capture of colonel Brerstlcr and Jus detachment, Vol. J. tl6-s. 

436-8. ~ 

Flag of t1·uce, scheming one, sent l>y the American commodore, at New Orleans, Vol. 11. 
!;54. 

Fleet, British, on Lake-Ontario, its state in October, 1Rt2, Vol. I. 1~1. ' 
For~tythe, captain, U.S. army, his incursion into Gananoque, Vol. J. 12!l. Other predatory 

attacks, 1!13-4. His boastful bt:liaviour to a British flag of tr.uce, 135. 
F.J>rt, what •o ,called, in toe Canada.s, Vol. 1. ~o. 
Foundery, cannon, destroyed near Havrc-de-Grace, Vol. IJ. 39. 4i· 407. 
Franlifort P.enitentiary, list of convicts in, Vol. I. 461. 
FJAuer, serjeant, his captu1·e of the American general Winder, Vol. 1. 206. 
I-'rederick-town, Chesapeake-bay, proceedings at, Vol. 11. ·li>--8. 
French-toum, Michigan, battle of, Vol. 1. I!H-&. 

----, in the Chesapeake, proceedings at, yot. T I. SS-5. 
French· creek, its situation , Vol. J. sos. Cannonade or the American encampment at, ib. 
Frigatp, American, destroyed at Washington, Vol. II. 297. 

G. 
Gai,_les, major-general,, U. S. army, reUt:ves general Ripley at Fort-Erje, Vol. JJ, l(i4. His 

m1s-stated account of the assault upon the works, 179. 455. 
Gaits, the editor of the National lntclhgencer, a British subject, Vol. II. 1295. His atrocious 
· b~haviour, ib. · 
c;ananoque, a Canadian settlement, described, Vol. I. 125-. Miduight incursion intot ib. 
George-tow-n paper, extract from, Vol. [l, soo. 
Gcf!rge, ~ort, its situation and strength,_ irt.Junc, 181 21 Vol. L 52. Cannonade between it an<\ 

.fort-Nmgara, 10'~. 108. Its strength 111 May, ISIS, 1!>1. Attack upon, 1!)2. \'Vant of am· 
munition, ib. Possession taken of it by the Amenca1Js1 1!)9 .4-07. 41'.!:. Loss in defending it, 
1.3tl.110. American loss in Lhe attack, tOt. 413. Is abandoned by gtneral Al'Clure, and en.: 
tcredbycolonei.Murray, Vol. U. 11. 

--- tow,1, Chesapeake-bay, proceedings at, Vol. 11. 46-8. 
C(ibbs, major-gener(').l, his arriyal l>efore New Orleans, Vol. 11. 363. Complaint against licute • 
.:,~~~~~~~n5e~ 9.Mullins, 375. The like of ~he disobedience of the troops, S76. ls mortally 

Gibraltar point, its situation, Vol. I. !:13. 
Goat.isla11ll, its situation, Vol. f. 51. 
Gouse-cretk, affair at, Vol. J. 250-2. 
Government, the American, makes allie-s of the Indians, yet blames us ror employing them, 

Vol.]. 180. '120-1. Its friendly moderation, 13~. Orders it~ orbcers to break their parol~, 
235. 

Greenleaf's-point, serious accident at, Vol. II. 290. 
Grenadier islunrl, its situation, Vol. 1. SO l. 
Growler, U.s. cutter, her capture, along with hE>r companion, .by three Canadian gun-boat~, 

Vol. 1. 240. 445-7. Her arn1-am..!nt, 2<to-l . 447. 
---,U.S. schooner, her destruction, Vol. JJ. 107. 
Gun-bonts, Amt.'ricun, near Lake·Borgne, their capturcJ Vol. H. 348-.;s. Cunous statement 
• respecting, 3!>!J. 'l heir excelltnt equipment, ib. 

H. 

Ramilton, lieutenant-colonel, gross libel upon hi:n refuted, Vol. IJ, 18. 
--- village, entered by the. British, Vol. 1. ~HO-I. 1f53-6. 
Hampton, village of, attacked and carrif>d by the British, Vol. _I I. 61-S. 415-17. Shameful pro

<.etdings at, 6fi. Gross exaggerations of the American edJtOrli, ti?-8. 
----,major-general, U.S. armyt commands the American n.t>ftl Jern army, Vol. l. '2<15;. 

1s on.tered to join gf'neral V\'llkinson, 304. Advances _to etfect that object, 305. 307. En
countersa small force uud~r cnloncl Ot! Saluberry, antl1s repulst>d, 30S-17. kelreat~. to. four
corners, and thencE to Plattsburg, 917 . His consolatory assurance to genrrat Wllkwson. 
ssg. 

Hamburg, Chesapeake, proceedings at, Vol. II. 2-65. 
J!anchett, captain, R.N. His severe wounds and gallant cffurts at Craney island, Vol. 11 . :;9. 
)landcock, major, his gallant defence of La Colle mill, Vol. II. 83-9. 4Cll. 
Banks, lieutenant, lJ. S. army, his official letter, Vol. I. 3.S.S. Remarks thereon, !l7. 
lJarrison, major.general U.S. army, takes the command of the right wing of the American 

north-western ar111v, \'ot. I. 179. His relief of fort-\Vayne, and cruelties against the In
dians, 11!1-2. Dc'tcnnines to \\inter in a Canadian garrison, IS4. Set,aration of the wings, 
with orders to T<'·unitt.! at Prt>squ'isle, ib. 111 cons~q_ue••c<>s to him ofth~ lo~s oft he ll·ft wing,_l94. 
ConstructsFort-l\1eigs, and anotht.r fort at Upper sandusky, 19~. H1s '1ndulgenctes' agamst 
the Indians, 195. Is attacked at Fort-Meigs, l!lti. Receives a strong reintorcement, 1974 
Detaches a force to storm the British batteries, whilE' a sortie is made in tlttJ rear, ib. Sue .. 
ceeds at fir~t, but is afterwards repulsed, 198. 201. ls strongly reinrorced, '172. Abandon$ 
forts Meigs and Stephenson, ib. Lands at Amherst burg, 273. Amount of his for_ce, 274. 
Pursues major-general Proctor, 275. Skirmishes in the route, 97;-8. DrawJII""up lus force, 
~50. 1\ttacks aud defeats major-general Proctor, 281-S. Destroys the Moravian-town, ~a.i . 
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His official letter, 453. Gasconadin~ accoun.ts of l~is victory, .286~ Detains a flag of ~uce, 
!297· His insolent letter to general Vmcenr, 1b. D1scharges Ius voluntee rs, and repatrs to 
the Niagara, 298. Arrives at ForL·Georgc, and afterwards at Sackett's Harbor, Vol. II. ii. 

Harvey, lieutenant-colonrl, reconnoitrE's the American entrenched camp, near Stoney crce~, 
Vol. ). 204. Suggests~ midnight attac~ ';!POI\ it, ib. Leads _the ndva~1ce, 'l05, ~uccee_ds m 
the enterprise, captunng part, and dnvmg away the remaUJder, ot the J\m~nca~l force, 
206-12. Important const:quences of t he vh:tory,5'2 15. His servicets at tiN battle o t Ch!'Y.at .. 
Jer's, 468. At Oswego, Vol. 11. 4~5 . At the batt le of Lundy's lane, 439. 1\t Fo1·t-El'lr~ 
452. 

Jlavre-de-Grace, village of, its s ituation and size, Vol. II. 36. Treatmenl of a nag of true~ at, 
38. Fires upon the British, 57-8 . h entered, and pc1rtly destroyed, 38-H. Amencfln 
calumnies respecting, refuted, .:J0-6. 

Rea.fd, Mrs. her wounds, and rccrption b' captain Roberts, Vol.J. 67 . 
Henley, captain , U.S. navy, his account o f the loss of the C;;trolina, VoL II. 537. 
Hermes, H.~t.S. has her cable cut at Fort-Bowyer, Vol. I I. 34-4. Drifts on shore within gun

shot, and is blown up by her commander, ib. 
Jlistory of the 1Vw·, an American publication, extracts from, Vol. I. 57. 6S. 7G. 97. J<.~8. 14!i, 

"6-1. 162. 193. 2'20. 22~ . 2.'!1-3. IIA3-7. 267. 3 14. 3 16. 334. 337 . 339.344 , Vol. Il. 3. 4. 9. 12. 
17. ~o- 1. 24. !.Hi . 41-2. 62. 71. 95. 102·-~. 108. 1'26. 158. 164. 179-80. 192. 2.01. !l'l4. 233.235. 
249.252.264.268-9.313. 3~ 1. 324.328, , •. 391. 

-----United States, an American p.ublication, Vol. I. 57 . et. 96-7. )M· t 13, 1171 
164.186. 190. 22o-1. 227.247.297.336. Vol . I I. 35 . 10. 42. ~. 60. 105. lOB. 1 5~. 151, 179-BO. 

2~1- . ~49-)0. 2.!12. 282- 3.·.!90. q93-i. QUO. SOO-t. 313,316. $9~. 
Hist orians, American, their mlstat~.•mcn ts exposed, Vol. I. ~7. 62. 65-6. 74. 81. 92-5 . 97. 99. 

101-6. lOB. 115-17. 12S-6. 1~8. 130. 134. 139.144-6. l>o. 160-3. 1 8~ . 1 84. 187 . 189.1911.193. 
I 09 . 208-1 I. 2 16. 218. 2~0-6. 241-'i . 2-19. 9.?8. 264. 2ti7. 277. 286, 290. S 1!1-l a. S'i~-8. 334. 

3St.i-8 . SS t. Vol. 11. S. 9. HJ . l (j. 18. 23· 35 . '1-~-6. ~9-.50. ti l-3. 67. tll-3 . 94. IOQ. 10). 108, 
112. 119. 122 . 12>. 1so. 15o-v. 16•. t7B-9. 2oo-2. Q1J. 224.235 . 2·10. 2<7. 2ol-4 . ~7B 300. so9. 
313.316.320. 324.327 . 343-o. 351--4.:360. SN. 3BY. Sgo-~. S94 . 

R olmes, major, U.S. army, his brutal proceedings al St. Joseph's, Vol. II. HH-z. 
Jloop·pole c:rec.k, skirmish at, Vol. I. 32 1-~. 

ilopkins, a Canadian traitor, conveys information to the enemy, Vol. I. 2.57. Is hung, 2~8. 
1/ndibras, extracts from, Vol . I. ss6. S3S. Vol. JT. 236. 
Hull, general, U.S. army, Vol. I. 57. His arrival at Detroit, 58. Proclamation to the Cana

dians, ih. and 3b5. t;apLUre of Somdwich, 58 . Imtltivity, 59. His behaviour to the (;ana., 
dians, tiS . His return, across the river IJ et r ~l il, to the fort, 61. His answer to gt:>nemt 
:Urock'ssummons, t,g. Retreat tothefolf, 70. llis tame surrender, ib. Othciulletters, 3t::9,. 
His trial, and tlentence, 7~-6. 

}Iumbert, the cel~brau:d Fre)ICh general, assisted ir) defending New Orleans, Vol. 11. sag • 
.Jlunl(?l', Mr. of Alexandria, his cowardly aud crut:>\ behaviour, Vol. 11. 2~8. 
---, H.B.~1 . brig, compared in fo1ce witlt an Alllcrican 'boat,' Vol. 11. 353. 

I' J)u.rpn, lake, its extentp.nd siLuation, Vol? 1. 47. Operations upon, Vol. II . 185-202. 

I. 
Jacks011, maior-general, U.S, army, stlcceeds general W ilkinson in the command at New 

Orleans, Vol. JJ. 345. Takes posscssiou of Pensacola, i?. AI riv~s at New Orleans, S-16t 
:Places the city under maruallaw, 554. Sends to r~::conno Jtre the J~rat i sh advanced division 
S6 1. Attucks Jtand reures, Sti2 . tl 53. His hn es in front of New Orleans, 364-7. Rect'ive~ 
a reinforceml!nt, '37 1. l.s attacked by the l11'itish 57'1-8~ . His othcial accounts of thcjr re
pulse, 558. b!>1. Quick re-occupation of the abandoned right bank, Siti. !)59. Considers he 
outwitted the Uritbh general, 367. H. is oHicial account ot the departure of the British 56S 
Some particularls of his family, 589. HIS designation of England, 390. His honorable co~duc~ 
at New Orleans, ib. Account of the loss of J'ort-llowyer, 574. 

Jl'1lld11S, captain, his dreadful wound:S, anti heroic behavit)Ur, Vol. 1. 138. Some ~ccounto(his 
family, 140. 

Jmtrpentltmtj'oreigners, a corps so named, fired upon , when struggl ing in the water, Vol. Tt. oo. 
Enormities committed by that corps at Hampton , 6ti. Placed uuder o. guard by the Hr1tish 
officers, 67. Sent away from the Chesapeake, and not employed again, 69. 

Indians, treatment vf the, by the Americans, Vol. 1. 4!1. Their disgu ~t at sir George Prevost's 
first armistice, 75 , Intrepid behaviour ij. t Sac~ett's harbor, 105. Its constquenct!s, lOti. first 
<'a.lled in .a i~ by the Un iled S~ate.s, 1~0_. Thrir bravery at Fr~nch-town, IS<t-!). 'I he dilticuhy 
ot restramlllg them at the nver lla1sm, 193 . Caus~ of th t! ll' hatred to the Am~rican !l t!h. 
'fheir gallant behaviour at fort-Me igs, 197-\:!0 1. Called in aid by tl •e United stales ~n the 
Niagara,. ~ClO. <..:u rions reasons givt"n in support o f the plC'~ure, 1NQ-l. The1r (Jishl\e to at
tack fortified places, 267. Accumulated numbers at DeLI'CJlt, 269. Most of lh!!ll l cl>.1ndon 

~~~jto;~fi~~=~~~~ ~~ot~;~~a~~t:~~·h:h'~i~1~t;1~::,t:!~. U~r clay 's fleet , 275. ltemainder n'rdkc a ga.l .. 

John, colonel, his official account of the capture of the JJ, S. s)tip Adams, Vol. Il. 479. 
Junes, lieutenant, U.S. navy_... his official account of the loss of his five gun -boats, Vol. 1 r. 

3!>0--2. 1>26. 
I sle att.X Nm:r, its situa:ion, extent, forts, and garrison, Vol. I . 1249. Expedition planned 

against, !46. 
Juuon, H .M.S. her affair with the American gun-boats, Vol. II. !14-6. 412. 
[:r.ard, major-general, U. S. army. hAs served in the French army, Vol . I. 306. Comrnanrls 

general ~Iampton's advance, ib. Moves from Champlain to Sackett's Harbor with nearly the 
whole of the northern army, Vol. 11. 2Ut.i . 11rocee-.ts lo the NM.gar:.1 , 2.Si. 'crosses to Fort
}:rie, and supersedes general Brown, Q38. Advance::~ along the road, ib, Returns to fort .. 
J>fie1 ~,o. Destroys the works, and evacuates the Can ad tan territory, ib. 
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K. 
Kcnne, mojor-general, his •xact force nt New Orleans, Vol. H. S62. His official aocount of the 

attack upon him on the ~d of December, 629-33. Is wounded in front of general Jackson's 
lines, 37!1. 

Kentuckians, their proceedings against the Indians, Vol. I. 179. Dread in which they were 
held by the latter, IS4. 'Indulged' by major-general Harrison, 19~- Their treatment or 
Tecumseh, 293-6. Their dastardly flight Ott the rig:1t bank of the Mississppi, 386. !1~8. ~60. 

4 Arentucl.:-y too-much,' an Indian phrase, illustrate<!, Vol. I. 184. 
Kerr, captain! his skirmish w1th the Americung, Vol. I. 21!). 
Kin;:, colonel, U.S. army, his opinion of general Hampton's defeat, Vol. I. 315. 
Kingston, harbor and town des<: ribed, Vol: I .• 54. ~\pproached by commodore Chaunc~y, 1~2. 

Small fOrce at, JSQ. 2.~6. Intended expedtuon agamst, 'l~6. 348-9. 
Kinsale, proceedings at, Vol. 11. 2.ti6. 

L. 
La Colle mille, manner of its construction, Vol. JJ. 83. Is attacked by general Wilkinson, se, 

Gallant defence hy its garrison, 86-9. Repulse of the assailants, 90. ' 
Ladders. See Scaling-ladders. 
l.A.ffite, .Mr. his trick upon British officers, Vol. II. 341, 
Lake superior, its extent and situation, Vol. J. 47. 
-- Huron, ditto, ib. 
--- Michigan, ditto, 48. 
--- St. Clair, ditto, ib. 
---Erie, ditto, -19. 
---Ontario, ditto, 53. 
--Champlain, ditto, qs7. 
Lalla Rookh, it11 author cited, Vo1. I I. £92. 
Lambert's tJ·avels, quotations from, Vol. Jl. s. 1~3. 
Lambert, major-general, orders the right bank of the l\tississippi to bet:vacuated. Vol. II. 3S6, 

Applies to.gene rat Jach:son for a suspension of hostilities, 3A7. R~treuts fro1n his position 
before New Orleans, ib. His ofbcial letters, !J43. !:16b. Detaches a fo1ce against Fort• 
Bowyer, S91. His account of its surrender, !110-

LarweLl, lieutenant, U.S. army, his capture, along with his detachmt-nt, by Canadian mili
tia, Vol 11. 73-4. 

Latour, major, his opinion of the attack upon general Jackson's Jines at New Orleans, Vol. !Z. 
362. 

Latot£r's 'Tl"ar in Loui.ria11a,' t:>xtracts from, Vol. II. 3<~'2-5. 3-H>-~2. 354. !30Q-J. 363.367-9 .. 
371-2. 3~0. :JSS-4. S67. Sd9, 391. 

Lnwrence, captain, U. S. army, his account of the loss of Forr-Bowyer, VoL J [. !391. 
L Pjt divibion 'lf tlte 1Jriti!>lt CtJ.uadian ann!/• its approuch toward• the t\mericnn northern army, 

in 181 'i, Vol. J. 129. Detachm ent from ll captures Ogdensburg, J37-40. Another detachment 
~nters Platt sburg, Swanton and Champlain·tnwn, 12.4-i-5. PI'OCl'Cdi ngs of its advance near 
Chateaugay. SOti--17 . Strongly reinlorced from Europe, Vol. 11. '!05. Its eflicient st.a.tt!-1 200. 
?.larclu•s to Plattsburg and back, qo7-~';. Retires to winter-qu.aa tc1s, 'l:!b. • 

L eona1'£i'& totrn, Potomac, proceedings at, Vol. 11.262. 
LetoUtuum, villagl! of, its situation and size, Vol. I. ~I. Sharrs the fate of Newark, Vol. 11. 1!), 
Lines, gt.neral Jackson's, on the left bank of the Mississi ppi, described , Vol. JI. JtH--7. Fint 

unsucr.essful at tad: UJ)on, Sti8 . b2D-36. Second ditto, S7·i-Sb. !138-43. Major Latour's, 
and major.g~neral \Vilk!nson'!;, opinions respecting the on tack, J6~-:; . 

po--. major gPneral Morgan's, on the right bank of the same river, Vol. Il. 367.371. As ... 
sau l ted and carn~:d, S~J-0. 

L ittle Belt, U .• schooner, her destruceon, Vol. I I. Q~. 
LockycJ', captain, U.N. der-urts in boats to auack fi.ve American gun. boats, Vol, 11.349. His 

official account of their capture, 3!10. !:IQ3. 

Logan, the lndian (hicf, his alliance with the United States, Vbt. I. ISO. 
L ondon editors, their prcma1u1·c rt'joicia)gs, Vol. 1 I. 1227. 1 heir erroneous statements respecting

tile proc..e-.:dings at Washington, 2!H. 3o~ . 

~011g poiut, American cxpt!dlt!on agamst, Yo\. II . 1f9-l~. 

Lo~s, Brin ... h and Am~rican, ut Urown's town, Vul. I~ 6~. At Quecn's-town, 97. At forts George 
and Ntwark, 108. Near to fort-Eli(>, 117 .. 3!10. Ogdensburg, 139. S96. i\t York, 14()-7. 
S98 . 403 . 400. At French-t0\\11 1 18!> . At the river Haisin, 190. -120. -123. At Fort.l\ltiga, 
2oo-1. 430. At Stoney.creek, 207. •J!34. At mack H.ock, 2.29-30. H!!. In capturing the 
Growler and Eagle on Lake Cl.Jaanplain, 240. 447. '\t t.ioosc.creek, 2t11. At Fort· Stephenson, 
2.t)f.-7. At the Thames, U. C. 28·~-3. At Chateaugay, 3J2. 464. At Hoop-pole Cl'eek, 
3i\-Q, At Chrystlers, 332-3. 409. 4:7~. At Fort ~mgara, Vol. II. 14--~. 398. At Black 
Rock and Bufraloe, ~!3. 403-4. At Hane de-Gr,\cc, 38. 10,:,. At Georf;C-town, -!6. 411. At 
Craney-ishmrl, 61. ·H•I-1 ~. At 1-Jampton, 6;. 4 17 . At tht! Twenty·mtle creek, 77.418. At 
La Colle mill, 00. 42~. At Oswego, 10~. 4'1.7. 429. At Strcet's-creek, ttt4-!J. 4J4-6. At 
I.undy'&· Jane, 147-8. 141-£, 448. At Black ltock, 164. At Fort-Erie, 177. 4H--~. In cap· 
t~\n~g U. S. schoot~t· r~, Somers and. Ohio, 449. At .Michilnnacanac, 19!J. lu capturing the 
U.S. schooners, 11Rress and Scorpwn, 198. 4fil. At Plattsburg, '.!23--1 ... 64. At the sortie 
from Fort-Erie, 23'1. 471. At Lyon's-creek, ~S9. At Uladem.burg, 200. '199. At Moor's-fidds1 
~00. At BaltlmoH:. 3"21. 326. 513. Up St. Mary's river, 336. At the bombardmrnt of Fort
Bowyer, 34~. At the cat,turc of the gun.boats near .Lake·Dorgne, 350. !.2~ . .At the several at~ 
tack& near New Orleans, sse. ~S~-s. ~s~. ~40. ;1~-s. ~b·l--7• At t)lc surrendtr of fort· 
:jlow~tr1 391, ~72, 
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Louisiana state, its conquest early submitt~d to the British. government, Vol: H. ~SQ. E~
pecte.d aid from its inhabitanbl:, 240. Its rtch cotton crops, tb. Address to the mhab1tanb ol, 
bv British officers; 341 . Defensive preparations by the governor of, S46. Its frontiers dcacribed, 
.546-7. Its evacuation hy the Uri lbh, 387. 

- --- U.s. ship, h. l! r armament and crew, Vol. II. 36'2. Joins tl~e Caro!ina schooner, S63. 
Opens UJ>un the Bti1ish troop~, ib. Ought to have been fired upon lmtnedtately, ib. Towed 
away after the Carolina' s explosion, ib. I II effects of her escap~. 36d. 

Lower Cantula, inhal>itants of, their patriotic behaviour, Vol. I. .508-J.S. 342.345. 
Lu.ndy's-lam•, battle of, Vol. l 1. 142-~9. 436--48. 
Lyon' I creek, sk irmish at, Vol. 11. 238. 

l\I. 
.ft-lacdonnelt. major, his mi!sion to Ogdensburg, ;,.sa flag of tmce, Vol . I. IS.!>. Treatment he 

experienced, ib. Succeeds to the command at Prescott, ib. b denied pt'rmi~slon to attack 
Ogdensburg. but gets leave to make a demonslration upon the ice, 136. Coll«.ts l1i11 force and 
crosst!l the St. Lawrenc~, IJ7 . Is 6rt>d upon from OgJensburg, I SB . His capture of Og
densburg. and eleven pieces of cannon, 139. His official let:er to &ir Ge"rge J'revost, S9S. 
Alteration macle in .it, t-10. (Lieutenant-colonel.) Commands a fo1ce near Chateaugay, SO?. 
Practises a succe!tsful ru.se <le guen·e upon general Hampton, 310. 

J,!acdonough, comm~.>tlore, his cautiohs btthaviour, Vol. I. ~46-7. Hears of the depaTture of 
captain Everard f1·om Lake-ChamJ>Iam, and then sails out, 248. His boastful letteJ, 4.50. 
Launches his sh1ps at Vergennes, Vol. 11. 96. His designation of two cuuers, 3bS. 

Maifarlane, Mr. Joh n, rele::~sed from American imprisonment, Vol.1I. 18. 
Mach?dic-7·iver, proc~edings at, Vol. II. 26$ . 
Macomb, colonel, U.S. army, ndvances to the attack of Matilda, Vo1. 1. 3 18-19. His curious 

arcount, as contrasted wit li captain Biddle's, ib. (Major-general.) Retires before sir Oeorg.
Prevost, Vol . II. 't07 . Crosses the Saranac. aud fortifies his position, ~09. His stateofdei• 
pair, 216. Sudden exult.1tion, ib. His official letter, 22G-4. 460. 

1\1acrtU:'s hou.se, gallant afrairat, Yol. ll. 74. 
]Jtadison, Mr. his war-manif'C!sto, Vol. l. 2-15. Reply to it, 16-40. His profitable l'ersatilit}', 

44 . Charges the Hritish with what he himsel f open'ly practices, 180. 1-Jia ludicrous boast of 
having th..:! comnland of Lake-Huron, Vol. 11. 199. Was on the field at Bladensburg, iS~ . 
His .narrow escape, \!91 . Fiight, ib. Designauou by an American general, ib. His procla .. 
mat1on, 303. bJb. 

].Jaguaga, sk1rmish at, Vol. I. 64~7. 
ftfanche/Jlcr, American ,·illage of, shares the fate of Newark, Vol. II. 19. 
Manifc•to, Mr. f\l adi.,;on's, \'oi.I. 2-U. 
----, tbe princt! reg<.>nt's, Vol.(. 16. Compared with Mr. ·Madison's, 41. 
;1famzns, captain, cxthangcs parole with nn American captain, while both lie wounded on the 

field .n S1oney crctk, \T ol. I. Q08. J\m~rican misrcprt>sentaliou corrected, ib • 
.;\-larlbo1·ough, Lowaand Up pel', proceedings at , Vol. H. !l~9. 279 • 
. Marq lte a1ul7·eprisal, American l eucn nf, Vol. J. 1 !.1. 
-.---.--,British ditto, Vol. I. 16. 
Jllayeaux, St:' l:ican t , Ills heroic behaviour, and dasta rdly murder, Vol. II. s:!b!.l-9. 
J\J '..4rtlun·, general, U.S. urn1y, his 'mirnculou.:.' ct:capc, Vol. I. 61. His disgrnceful proceed. 

ings in the weslenl district of Upper Canada, \·ol. 11. 241-.S . 
:M'Clure, rnajor~gt>neral, U.S. militi,t, marches from F'ort.Gt-orge, as if in pursuit of general 

V1ncent, \"ol.ll. 3. Hctreats to Fort-Gt.•llrge betorc coloneii\Jurray, 7. Gives half an hour's 
notice tt) th~ inhabitants or Newark, and lln·n sets tire to their town, 8, 9. Abandon's Fort
George and retreats across tilE river, I I. Orders the commandant at Fort-Niagara to prepare 
for an attack, 16. 308. 400. Is jttstly charged by his countrymen as the caust! of the deaolt\• 
tion of their villages, 26. 

ld •Culloch, captain , U.S. Army, his Jetter to his wife, Vol. I. 62. 
M 6 Douga1, major, his evidence at colonel Mullins's court~martial, Vol. II. 377. 
M'Douall, lieutenant-colonel, his boisterous passage across Lake .. Huron, Vol. JI. 181)-7. Ar

rivefl at M i,cht l_i m~~inac .• ib. Detaches .a. force against Prairie du Ch!en, ib. His gallant 
def(;nce of i\1JChthmacJnRc, 193. Oftic1al account of the repulse of the Americ-c~.ns 4bs 
Gross hbel upou him refuted, 201-2. ' • 

}.1'Kay, li ··u tenant.coloncl, of the Michigan fencibles. departs for. and attacks and carries th 
fort ~f Prame dw Chien, on the MJSsi:;s ippi, Vol. 11. 187-90. His official account of th~ en.,. 
t '.! rpnsc, 40o. 

Al'lt-lfcking, ~1r. Peter, released from American imprisonment, Vol. II . 18. 
ltf'Phcrson, lieutcnant·COionel, U. 8, army, his opinion of the conduct of the Drjtish nt L 

Colle mrll, V<>l. ll. R7. 
Jl.1'Queen, st.::rjeant, of the Canadian militia, his gallantry, Vol. 11. 74. 
)lfedca lf, liPute-nant, of the Canadi:m militia, his enterpriiing spirit, and gallant capture of a 

body of American regulars, Vol. Jl. 7S-4. 
ftfeips, fort, its construction, Vol. I. 1!14. Strength, I~ti . Attack: upon, by co1onell'rootor ib 

Sol tic from the garrisun, 1 99. Rtpulse of tl~e. Amenca~s, 200, Reinforcement to tile g~n-i: 
son, 197. Tile latt~: storm and carry thE" Br.IUsh batter.1es, 198. Batteries re-taken, lb, Cap. 
turr or destruction of nearly the whule J\mencnn stormmg party, ib. i lB. 

JHrmoirs, Wilkinson's, extracts from, Vol. I. 80. S~ . ij6, 87. 90. 9:?.. 133. 1~ . 170. lil. 1; 2, 
~33-6. 2!>2. Q;; 2>7-9. 502-4. 31!>. S~l'-22. 326-9.332. 33!>. 338.343. 946-7. 3!>0. Vol. 11. 
,.,, 62. 78. 79. 83. 8[>-9. 91. 94 . 10'2. IOo. 108. 114 . 117. 121-3. 126. 127 . ISI-S, 140, 111. 1!6, 
100. l!>ti-7. 1!>9. ~78-81. 283. •l66. 290. 293-!>. SOS. S42. 360. 3H!>. 389, 392. 

MNchamli:e, admitted Uy the Americans to be 4 good prize,' VoJ, 11, 19£. 333, 
Aliami1· i-.:M·, ilssituatioJl, VoJ, ), !,0, S~c ftleigs, 
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Miclligan, lake, its situation and extent, Vol. I. 48. 
--1erritory, surrender of the, to tht! British, Vol. J. 10.368. First American attempt at, 

li9. Js reco\'~red by major.general Proctor's defeat, ~8~. 
llJicllilimaC"inal', island of, its situation, Vol. f. 47. 
--·---,fort, its situation, Vol.]. 48. Its capture, 56. 353-~ . Meditated recovery .. 

Vol. II. 18~. lts garrison reinforced, IH? . Attack upon it by the Americans, 193. Theirte
pulse, 19~-6. 458. Uestorcd by the treaty of peace, 393. 

ftlills, raptain, U.S. army, exchanges parole with captain Manners, Vol. J. 20S. Is sent to th!! 
American lines by a flag of truct>, ib. 

].Jolwtt·k bulitms, their faithfulness, Vol. l. '.!1!2 • 

.il-1Cintreal, in Lower Canada, expedition against determined upon, Vol. I. 2~5. 
---·,strength of the city, Vol. f. SO·L. 
Moor's·ficlcls, skirmish at, Vol. I I. SOB. 
l\1oost·islund, itftapture, Vol. Il. 24!1-6. 471l-5. 
J\Ioraviu.n 'Village, its situation, Vol. I. 284. Destruction by general Harrison, ib. See Thames. · 
Marzan, major· general his lilies at New. Orleans, Vol. 11. S67. S71. Is driven fr-.m them, SBb-7. 

5-47. b~I:J-ti~ . 
.J)1o1'riBtm, lieutenant-colonel, proceeds from King~ton down the St. Lawrence, to annoy gene

ral Wilkinson's rC"ar, Vol. I. :3'JS. Lands at Point.Jroquois, S'24 . His exact fo1·cc, :H6• 
Draws "1? his small army nca r Clirystler's farm, 328 Is attacked by general Boyd, J~O . 
Defeats hun, notwithstanding his gn·at Slq.eriority of numbers, inn masterly style, S29-39. 
His official uccount, 467~70. Proceeds furth er down the river, 3j9. Arrives at Cornwall, 
340. Detaches a force to Hamilton an d Ogdt: nsburg, 3-Jt.-t, 4G!t. 

J,fuir, major, his imprisonment along with convicts in Frankfort Penitentiary, Vol. I. Q99. 463 • 
.ll-ltLlcaster, captain, R.N. his pass~ge down 1he St. Lawrence from KiugsLOn, Yo1. J. Si-3 . Ar

rives at Fort-\o'lelliugton, 324. Lands troops at Point.lroqu .. is, ib. Cannonades tli C armed 
gun-boats, 3Q.5 . 

.lUullin.~, lieutenant colonel, of the 44th regiment, hls fatal misunderstanding respecting the 
facinCi and laddc.rs, Vol. II. 37.5. Has reported neglect, i!J. Extracts from the court-mart ial 
upon him, 37!)-!J. 

Mnnro, Mr. a1)proves of the burning of Newark VoL JI. 11. His convenient designation ef 
the inhabitants of Havrc-de-Orac(>, ~2 . £105 . Clumsy excuse for the buming of St. David's, 
136. His reply to ,\dmiral Cochrane's 1euer, 302-3 • .;Q-t. ... 

Jl,lur-ray, colonel, embarks :\l Js !e-aux-Noix, and lands at Plattsburg, Vol. I . tz4'2. Destroys the 
arsenal and bl\rral·ks up [he river Saranac, ib. Re-embnrks, bringing away a quantity of naval 
stores, 943. 4-48. Marches agai nst gcnt'ral J\1 tC\urt>, Vol. 11. 7. E11ters l'ort-Ucorge, 11 . .Sg6, 
Crosses to the attack of Fort-Niagara, 13. Storflls and carries thl! fort in a few minutes, 
14-18. 3~6--8. 

---, sir George, h\s arrival ia the Canadas, Vol. II. sgs. Immediate return on account of 
the peace, ih. 

N. 
Jlla.tional l11telligencer, extracts from, Vol. II. 196.271.296. S!53. 
Native, and ad\lpted American officer, their letters compared, Vol. I r. 26 1. 
]javal!t1onument, an American publiC.."ltion, extracts from, Vo\. I. ~-49. Vol. II. 5J. 240. 
-- Occurrencer, James's, referred to, Vol. I. 12~. 174. 209. 2Sl. 24.:J-1. 247 . 232. 260. 

27t-4. Vol. II. 23. 32. 56. 97. 101. 109. l't!l. lSI. 167. 190. 200. 211. '120. 226. ~H . ~0. 
276-7· 30\l. 353. 

-- 1-Jistory of the United States, extracts from, Vol. 1. 247-9. Vol. 11. 23. s;s. 
Negroes, in the Ch~sapeake, mistatements respecting, Vol. II. '268:-7 1. S33 . 
Nnom·k, village of, its situation and size, Vol t i. b2. Injury receh·ed by shot from Fort .. 

Niagara, 108. Entcr~d by the Americans, l b9. Burnt by the Americans, Vol. II. s-11. 
New Orleans, city of, its richness, Vol. II. S40. Menaced with an attack, ib. Iu line of 
mari~ime invasion, S-t6. Its extent and population, '-t7. Defensive preparations at, S48. 
Consternation of the inhabitants at the loss of the gun-boals, S.S4. Placed undt!r martial 
law, ib. Description of the surrounding country, S.S!J--7. 

New Yo>·k, plan of the city described, Vol. IT. 29~. 
Niagura river, its situa1ion, Vol. l. 5tJ-!:IS. 
-·--falls, their height, Vol. I . .5 1. 
--- ft,rt, it& situation and strength, Vol. r. 5:2, Vol. 11. 1!>. Cannonade bet,Ve(n it and 

fort-George, Vol. 1. H>'l. 108. Bf"'mba1ds Fort·Gt'orge, 1.52. ls stormed and carried by 
colonel 1\lurray, Vol. JJ. 13-18.306,400. lts recovery contemplated, 78. l.H.estored at the 
peace, 393. 

--- frontier, British, its regular force in September, 181'!, Vol. J. so. 
-------,American, alarm caused by its exposed state in December, 1813, Vo1. I. 

19. 
]{ichol, lieutenant-colonel, of the U. C. militia, his dwelling-house, distillery, and other 

buildings, dt:.troyed by the Americans, Vol. IJ. IOlJ-12. Points out a route for the carriage 
of cal)tain Dobbs' 'I boat to Lak e: Erie, 167. 

Nomi11y ferry, proceediugs &t, Vol. ll. 263 . 
Norfolk Jferofrl, newspaper, c.urious extract from the, Vol. IT. 269. 
]forth, U. S. army of a he , its slntion and t;lre-nglh in 18t'l, Vol. 1. 19:8 . Advances towards tho 

boundary lin ~ , 129. Hetreatinto v.-inter-quarters, 130. Re·advance in October, ISIS, tojoia~ 
general Wilkinson, 3U!J. Jts strengt h, ib. Attacks a small Uriti5h Ioree at Chateaugay. 
and is driven back tO Four Corne1-., S0&-17. Rttreats to Plausburg, ib, Advance uncle~ 
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IJeneral Wilkinson, Vol. TJ. Rl. Is repulsed at La Colle mill, sr~9.1. Retreats to Cham
plain, 95. Principa1 part carried to Sackett's Harbor by general )zard, 20ti. Remainder, 
under major.general Macomb, retires to Plattsburg, 207. Its extraordinary good~ fortune, 
2 <9- 98 , 

Yorth~west, U.S. army of the, its firs t proceedings, Vol. 1. 58. Surrender to the British, 
7(). Renewal, 17A. lts division into two wings , 179. Proceedings against the Indians, 1St. 
Number of tomahawks supplied to it, Jij3. Its great augmentation, 263. 2';2. Lands at 
.Amhersthu1·g, 'l7S. lts strengtll, 27<1. Defeats the British right-division, 281-d. Is dis
membered, 29R . 

Nprton, the' Indian chief,' a Scotchman, Vol. II. 16. 

0. 
()cracokc hnrhor, proceedings of the British at, Vol. II. 69-71. 
Q{firf'rs, British, their imprisonment among c.onvicts, Vol. I. 29$1-9. 461. 
O;:dtllSbliJ"g, an American village, its situation and size, VoL ]. 124. Unsuccessful attack 

upon by colond Lethbridge, 128 . Attacked and carried by major Macdonnell, ISi-10. 
hntered again by the British, 341. 

O~~·:c1 major, his g1'llant bt>j1aviour at Fort-George, Vol. I. t !)7. Ditto, at Stoney crce~, 

Ohio, u.S. schooner, her capture, Vo1. J.I. 167. <149. 
0' Neill, Mr. taken at Havre de Grace, his contemptible behaviour, Vol. II. 45. Ludicrous 

threat respecting his detention, 16. 
Onli'J. I' io, lakt!, its situation and extent, Vol. I. ~3. Operation~ on in 181S, 252. 
Onlers in council, their rt!vocation, Vol. I. I.S. 
O~tN•go, fort and river, thei r dt""Scription, Vol. II. g9. Attack upon the fort, 10()-9. 42Q-38. 
Otter creek, Lake Champlain, unsuccessful attack upon, Vol. II. 96--7. Ill consequenc.es of 

with-holding troops from, rn. 
!A•crtrm, major, U .• S. f).rmy, his official account of the bombardment of Fort St. Philip, Vol, 

JJ. ~68. 
P. 

/''Linti11g, an American, of the Plattsburg battle, Vol. II. 2i». 
Pakrnham, major.general, his a rrival on the left bank of the 1\1i s~issippi , Vol. IT. 363. 

1\moun t of his force, ib. Determines to attack the American lin t;& in front, ib. :Makes an 
unsuccessful dem onstration, 368- 9. Is can nonaded by commodor~ Patterson's gun$ on 
the right bank, Sfig. Hecei,•es a. reinforcement, S7 1. Hts e:<act force, S73. Attempts to 
carry general Jack~on's lines, ~74. fits d~:.uh, 376-9. E:)nct spot where he fell, s;s. The 
dlief cause of it, 3i9. His good moral cbfl.mctcr, 39\l. 

Przlace, the president's. at Wa&llin ~ton, a guard of soldieu stationed at, Vol. J I. 294. .Nban-
duned , ib. Hs ct~struction justitted, qg:,. so~. 

farker, captaiJt, ILN ., his gallantry and death, Vol. II. 308-9. 
furliamtmtary proceedings, extracts from, Vol. II. 30!1 . 
)larole, form of one, \'ol. 1.2S4. Duties impostc.l by, 23 -S. How considered by the American 

b't.IVPrnmcn t, 2J4-,:,. 

---and couluenoign , none used at New Orl enns, Vol. Jl. S90. 
Paroli11g tile Canadians, American method of, Vol. I. 16n. 
PaTl!J·S}JiTil , tts occasional use, Vol. I. 182. Its height in America, Vol. II. 
Pat(•nt-o.ffir:e, at \Vashi ngton, not destroyed, Vol. 11. 304. 

Patterson, com modore, or.ders out his gun·boats t? defend the passes into Lake Rorgne, Vol .. 
I!. S-l7 . S~ncl s a pu1·ser and doctor to pump admtral Cochrane, SM. His official accounts of 
the co-operation of his ship and .s~hoon~ r, b36. !IS~. 5~t. Constructs a battery on the 
opposite bank, and firesupo!l the ~n~1sl~, !:1~9-70 . H 1s ollicial nccountof colonel Thornton'& 
exploit on the rig-ht bank of the M IS! ISstppl, 5')9. 

Peace, treaty of, Vol. IJ. 575. Some remarks upon it, S9S. 
Pem;arola, taken possess ion of by the U.S. troops, Vol. II. S45. 
Percy, ' "'· H. ca1)ta.in, H. N. his at tack upon, and reJHilse at Fort-Bowyer, Vol. JI. S4S-6. 
1-'erry, commodore, h_is appearance on L..1.~e Eric, :Vol. I. 2G9. Defeat of th e Bri· ish flotilla. 

271 • :Effects of l11s v1ctor_y on the nval anmes, 271-2, Accompanies major.genaral 
Harrison up Lhe Th ames, 276. 

Petite-Coquille fort , Hritish deceived as to its defences, Vol. Il. soe. Real strengt h known, S64. 
Philadelph ia Gll::. eUe, extract from, Vol. J I. H. 
Phillipsburg, Lower Canada, incursions into by the Americans, Vol. U4 &I. 

Pike, lieutenant-colonel, U.S. a rmy, is detached ag~in~t a Driti~h piquet, Vol. I. 129. His 
· men wound eac h other, ISO. l~eturn~ unaucccsstul, tb. (M&JOf·gt"neral.) His action at 

York, 143. His death by an explosiOn, 145. 
-., u.s. ~ hip, set on fire by the Americans at Sack~tt's Harbor, Vol. I. 170. Fire rxtin

guishcd, \7-l. Her appcarancc.on tl~e.lpke, 250. 
filkingtan, lieutenant·colonel, lus oftict.al account of the capture of Moose island, Vol. Il, 

472-3 . 
Plattsburg, village of, enten~d by. c.otont>l .Murray, Vol. II. '2412. lLs situation and size, ~ ·!} • 
... Details of tht unsuccessful expedtlton agamst, 207-28. <161--9. 
flenderleath, lie utenant-coton ~t , his gallant conduct at Stoney creek, Vol. J. ZQ6, At Cb.ryE~· 

l ~ r's, 468. Did not report Jus wound, 333. 
fucket.hanakcrchilj, con~orted into~ stand of colour., Vol. J, 106, 
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Po;11t-Pedre fort, itoatrength, Vol . Jl. SS4. Taken possession of by the British, ib. 
Porter, major-general, U. 8. militia, his address to his countrymen, Vol. I. 109. 
Portlmonth, N. Carolina, British land there, Vol. Jl. 70. Quiet ~haviour of the inhabitant!, 

71-2. ,. 
Port-Talbot, ~o heads of famili•a robbed and ruined at, by a detachment of Americans, Vol. 
II. 181- 2. 

Poulson's Philadelphia paper, extract from, Vol. II. 29S. 
Prairie du Chien, fort, attacked and carried by a dttachment from 1\tichilimacinac, Vol. ll. 

187-to- 4b6-8. 
Prescott, or Fort. Wellington, ita situation, Vol. I. 126. State of defence in October, 181t, 

127. Fruitless cannonade against Ogdensburg, ilJ. Its fortifications described by an Ame
rican ofticcr, S4g. Intended expedition against, 348-0. 

President's speech, extracts from, Vol. Jl. 199. 
Pre..&q' ·isle harbor, its situation, Vol. I. 49. Ill tfl'ects of not lestroying the American fleet at 

anchor there, 286. 
Prertost, sir Georgl! , his omission to send notice of the war, Vol. I. 68. His first impolitic: 

armistice, 78. 111 clfects ot' h is defeusive mea&ureb, as. Arrives at Ogdensburg, I3.!J. 
Verbally refusestoallowmajor Macdonnell to attack Ogdensburg, 136. Consents to a demon· 
stration, ib. ~'rites c..n order against the attack, I 40. His private letter to major Macdonnt!IJ 
after the attack had been mad!.!, 141. Embarks at Kingston for the attack of Sackett's 
Harbor, JG!i . Proceeds ofr lhe port, ib. Is induced to return. ib. Stands back for that 
purpose, ib. 1s invited from thl! shote to save a party of American dragoons from the fury 
of Jndizms, 166. Stands in again fo r that purpose, and brings off 70 prisoners, ib. ltl'solvea 
to make the attack, ib . Loiea the beneHt of the wind, ib. Lands \Vith Lhe troops, 169. 
Experiences little oppositiMI, ib . Compels the enemy to set flrc to his ships and naval 
ator~s, 170. Orders a retreat, 171. Rrjects the ofl'ers of major Drummond, ib. Returns 
to Kingston, 1?3. Uemarks upon his proceedings, 173-7. Makea a demonstration upon 
Fnrt-Gt!orge, 234. His official r~ccount of major-general Proctor's defeat, 4~1. ,Passes a 
6evere censure upon the right-division, 'l8S. His previous neglect of it, ib. Arrives at 
Chateaugay at the close of the battle, 316. Writes the official account, SlG. 4:62. Orders 
the evacuation of all the British ports beyond Kingston, Vol. 11. 4. His intercepted 
]etters to general Drummond , 180. Disapproves of night-attacks, ib. Hints at the 
insufficiency of the scaling-ladders, and at the men being deprived of their flints, 181 . Pro 
poses another armistice, lSil. Commences his marrh for Plattsburg, 207. Enters an 
.American abat-tdoned ca'mp, ib. Arrives at Plattgburg, 208. Calls for the fleet to co.operat~. 
210. Uemarks of 1 Veritas' on sir George's proceedings, 211-20. Seta off for Montreal. 
9:2Fi. His official account. 461. 

Prints, 'known to be friendly to the war,' their use in the United States, Vol. I. 16Cl. 191. 
Prisoners, American, plan adopted by the British to protect them from Indian fury, 226. 
- ---, British, most inhuman treatment of, by the American major Chapin, 227. 1tfarcb 

into the int~rior, and imprisonment of, among convicts, 2!)8-g . 461. Confinement or 
Canadian inhahitants as, in Forr.Niagara, Vol. ll . 18. An exchange for all agreed upon, 
163. lts shameful violation, 183-4. 

Proclamation, general Hull's, Vol . I . !18. 356. 
- -------- Brock' s, ditto, 68. 10. 358. S68. 
--------Smyth's, ditto, 109. 3!>1. 

Wilkinson's, d itto, Sl7. 4:66. 
Proctor, colonel, commanding the Dritish right·division, is ordered by sir George Prtvost 

to refrain from ac1 in g, Vol. 1. 181. Its 111 effect& on our India•• allies, ib. His advance to 
Brownstown, and attack of general Winchester, 187. His defeat and capture of the tatter 
and his army, 188-94. His official letter, 418. His return to Sandwich, to await reinforce
menu, 194. Proceeds to attack major-general Harrison, at Fort .. Meigs, 19~ . Erects 
jbatteries, and opens an ineO"cctual fire upon the fort, 107. Hia batteries are stormed, but 
retaken, 196-201. He retires to Sandwich, 201. His official letter, 42-i. h reinforced. 
g(}3. Advances to the attack of Fort-Stt"phenson, 264. f'ails in an attempt to storm the 
fo rt, 263-7. Returns to Saud,•ich, ib. Js rdnforced, 269. Sends a detachment on board 
captain Darclay's fleet, !;!70. Itetreats after the Iauer's capture, 274. Is abandoned by the 
lndians, 27.?. Draws UJ> his force ncar the Moravian village, 27H . ls defeated by general 
Harrison, 1281. Escapes to An caster with a small pan of his army, 284-5. Sir George 
Prevost's account uf his defeat, 4!1-1. 

Proceedings of congress, extract from, Vo1. H. 25. 
PuiJlic b'u.il"ings, at \tVashington, misstatemt:nts respecting their destruction, correctetl, Vol. 

II. 293-7.802-6. Their value, 297 . .?OS. 
Purdy , colonel, U.s. army, his operations at Chateaugay, Vol. I. 308. His opinion of general 

Hampton, 314. Want of promptitude, 31!J. 
Put-in-Baff, its situation, Vol. 1.49. 
Putman, major, U. S. army, his letter~ surrendering Moose is1and, Vol. 11.474. 

Q, 
Quarterly Review, reference to Vol. II . to. 
Quebte journalists, their indiscreet impatience, Vol. II. 226-7. 
Que~town, village of, its &ituation, and size, Vol.~·~!· P lan of attac~ against, as. Force 

at, m October, J81'l, 87. Attack upon by the Am~ncans, 88. l>etaJis of t he battle at, sg 
- 102. Force of the invadini army, g9. Its surrender, 95. Brill&h official account, 376. 
American ditto, 379. JM. 

R. 
Raisift• river, itSFiluation, Vol . I. bO. Battle of the, 187-94. British ofilcia1 account, 41t. 

420. American ditto, 42!1, 424. American calumnies against the British refuted, 191-4, 
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Rappaf,annock river, exploit in the, Vol. II. Si. 
Ra:re• described, Vol. II. !l!>S. American mistake respecting t11em, ib, 
Reab, lieutenant, u.s. army, his rendincn to brrak his parole, Vol. I. 2S5. 
Replar force, British, in the Cana?as, ';lt the first of the war, ita amount and unequal dh· 

tri!Jution, Vol. I. ~5. Respect pa1d to 1t, ISS. 
Rennie, colonel, his intrepid behaviour and death, Vol.II. 381. 
Ret~iew, North-American, extracts from, Vol. II. S5. -41-S. 52. 
Reynold$, major, U. C. militia, his gallant behaviour at. Frenchtown, Vol. I. 185, 
Riall, major-general, arrives from England, ~ndjoins the centr~-divisi~n,_ at St. David'.s, yo1. 

11. 12. Crosses to Lewistown, 18. Orders 1t to be destro>:ed 10 retallat10n for the burn1!1g 
of Newark, 19. Proceeds to, and destroys Fort-Schlosser, Jb. lteturns to Queenstown, tb. 
Re-crosses to Black Rock, ~0. Attacks and defeats the Americans there and at Buffaloe, 2.1 
~5. 4oo-S. Destroys the two villages, 22. 402-4. Evacuates the American territory, i!J. 
Js attacked and rt!pulscd by major~general Brown, 12Q-8. Retreats to Chippeway, 124. 
Thence to Fort-George, 129. Proceeds ts Burlington Height~. in his way to whicll he is 
reinforced, 132. Is superseded in the comm~nd by general Drummond, 142. Ia wounded 
and made prisoner, 146. 

Riclteliev river, its situation and extent, Vol. I. 238. 
Right.divisioA of the British Canadian army, its early proceedings detailed, Vol. I. 56-68. 

Captures Detroit, and the first American north-western army, Cl8-74. Attacks and c-aptures 
the left wing of the second, tSG- 194. Attacks the right wing in Fort-Meigs, 196-201. 
Retires from the siege, 2.01. Is reinforced, 263. Fails in an attack upon Fort-Stephenson,. 
2G5-7. h further reinforced, i6g. Straitened for provisions, ib. Detachmt!nt sent on board 
captain Barclay's fleet, 270. Sad effects of the loss of that fleet, 271. St!ver~ privation!J 
under which the right-division labortd, 271-!l. Abandons Amhcrstburg, 274. Rt!treats 
towards the Thames, pursued by general Harrison, 2.75. h deserted by the principal part of 
the Indians, ib. Drawn up ne~r the Moravian villase, ~78. Surrenders after a slight 
resistance, 282.. 4!Jl. Is censured by the commandcr-itl·Chiltf1 2tJS. Its nume given to Lhe 
late centre-division, Vol. II. 4S.;.. 

Ripley, major-general, U.S. army, reconnoitres the Dritish after the battle of Lundy's lane. 
Vol. II. 1~8. Retreats to Fort-Erie, ib. Enlarge~; and strengthens that fort, 161 . Is. 
relieved by general Gain eli, H'H. 

RobeJ·ts, captain, his capture of Fol·t-:Michilimacinac, Vol. I. !16. His ofllcialletter, sss. 
Roman valor, not equal to American. Vol. II. 25. Want of it at Bladenshurg, 291. 
Ross, major-gent>ra.l, arrive::; in the Chesapeake, Vol. II. 27~ · Lands to reconnoitre, ib. 

Determmes, upon rear-admiral Cockburn's suggestion, to attack Washington, 27t>. En
camps his army at Upper Marlborough, 273. Is joined by rear-admiral Cockburn, 281 .. 
Advances towards Washington, QSS. Arri\'es at Bladensburg, ib. His official account of 
that battle, 4Qfi. Js near taking the president ot" the U.S. 291. Advances tc:> Washington. 
W3. Has his horse shot under lnm, ib. Enters the city, '194. Departs from 1t, 300. Lands 
at North point, 313 . Advances to reconnoitre, 314. Is skirmished with, !51~. Returns for 
a reinforcement, ib. Is shot on his way, ib. His affecting end, b09. 514. !117. Effect of his 
death upon the expedition, 315. His character, 3~9-31. 

Round-heacl, the Indian chief, his capture of the American general Winchester. Vol. I • .lBS. 
Safe delivery of his prisoner to colonel Proctor, ib. 

Rouse's point, projected battery at, Vol. T. 23S. 
Royal George, ship, attack upon the, Vol . I . H!IJ, 

s. 
Sackett'• HarOOr, village oft ita sitllation, Vol. I. M. 167. Si~e,and the strength oflts defences 

167. Attack upon, by sir Gr.>orge Prevost, 168. Its weak resistance, i6tr-74. ExtraordinarY 
retreat from, 171. 41S. British loss at, 17S. 417. American ditto, 173. lmportance of that 
station to the British, 174. American remarKs llpon the subject, 175. Ill effects of net 
holding the post, ~s~. Defenceless state in Junuary, 1814, Vol. ll. gs. 

Suvunnah, in Ci1eorgia, described, Vol. ll. 336. Meditated expediuon agains t, ib. How defeat .. 
ed, SS7. 

Sandwich, village of, its situation, Vo1. I. 48. 
Sandusky, river, ditto, ditto, !lO. 

Saranac, river, on Lake Champlain, ascrndrd by colonel Murray, and American arsenal and 
barracks there situated, destroyed, Vol. 1. ~42 . Proceedingli there by sir George Prevost 
Vol. 11. 209--!17 . ' 

Scaling lacldcrs, their shortnt.'ss, one cause of the failure in the assault of Fort-Erie, Vo1. If. ~em. 
JiB. 1St. Neglected to be placed. at the attack of New Orleans, Vol. ll. 37;, :Made of ripe 
canes, 383. 

&alp, first that was taken in the war,.. Yol. I. 59. American reward otfered for taking, 183~ 
Mode of extracting it, 2gs . 

Sclllosser, fore, captured, Vol. I. 50. Surprised by colonel Clarke, 219. 
Scott, \ieulenant-colonel. United States' army, his attack upon York, Vol. (. ~2-S. Js 

charged with a breach of his parole, 231. H4. His excuse, 2.36. 
Sentinel, British, anecdote of one at Washington, Vol. lJ. 296. 
Sheaffe, major- iJeneral, his arrival at Q~eenstown, Vol. I. 9l. Official account of the battie, 

S76· lmpolitJC armistice, 100. Leni ty to the Americans, 101. His action at York, 14S. Re .. 
treat towards Kingston, 146. Account of the capture of York, S97. 

Sherbrooke, sir John C. his official account of the procc:.edings up the Penobscot, Vol. 11. 47b. 
ShieW~, Mr. purser. Unitrd Stutes' navy, his trick upon the Britjsh <'Ommanders o.t New Or ... 

1Cans, Vol. I I. SGO. 
S/wrl, li<ulonant-colvnel, his sallant behaviour, and death, Vol. I. ~60. 
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• ~immonds, Mr. Wm. his testimony respecting Washington, Vol. 11. M l-5. 
Sinclnir catpain United States' navy, attacks, and is repulsed aL, Fort.!\Jichi1imacinac. Vol. 11. 

29'-5. Capt~res the Nancy schooner, 197. His bombastic designation of his prize, 1b. 
• Six Nations' of Indians, their pretended declaration of war, VoL I. 221'2. 
Skl'tchesof the \1\rar, an American pub1ication, extrncts.from, Vol. I. 60-1. 64 . 1i6. 71-5. A f. 

89. 93-5. 97-9- 101-2. IOB-9· 111-12. 115. 117-18. 12~. 125. 128. 131. "9· 143-5. 147-~· 
152-S. 155. !59-60. 169. 172--S. 177. 179-SO. 182. 184. 188-9. 192. !95-6. 198 200. 208. 
21()--11. 213. 217. 220. 224 . !lSI. 247. 253-4. 264. 267. 272. 274-5. 276. 2>!2-~ . Q')O. 297· 
200.308. SIS. ~So-I.S52. Vol.IT.g.12.1B.Q4. 4()--l. 44-5.46. !>S. 57. Gt. 63.6!>-6. 71. 
91. 102. 105. 108. 110-tl. 118-19. 122. 127. 129-30. ISS. 146. 152. 153. 154. 11>9. lfil, 
163. 165-6. 168. 171. 177-8. 195. 201. 208. 222. 224-5. 229. 211. 234. 236. 230-10. 242. 

248-9. 152. 254. ~79. '199. 30 1. 304. 309. 3 13. 31!>-16. SIB. 320. 324. 327· 345. 
Smith, general, United States' army, his official account of the battle of Baltimore, Vol. II. 

!JIG. i!!:l. , 
Sm11th, general, United States' army, hia appointment to the command of the Americrm :trmy 

of the centre, Vol. I . 107. running way of giving no1ice of the termination of general Shpaff£>9s 
armistice, ib. Proclamation for volunteers, 109. 3!) 1. Amount of hi~ force, 109. Hi!\ pre
parations for the second invasion, ib. Cr.,ssea over the ad-vanced divbioA, 11 0. Strength of 

~~~J:~t~~~~~~~~n!l~~of;t~ Ifrie,11;~s~~;3~di;.~e8~~~~e: \;;-~:tain~d!'~ ~~~ s~~~ "f,;~:~;li;~·rr'r~-i: 
attack, 11 9. Trifles with his troops, ib. Abandons the invasion, 1b. His reasons , ib. Beha.· 
viour of the troops, ib. Nick. name given to him, I'W. 

Sofcliers in citizens' dresses, remarks upon, Vol. II. 51!. 
Somers, United States' schoon er, her capture, Vol . II. 167.449. 
SpeclLcie island. proceedinfts o f the British at, Vol. IT. S6. 
State}mpc-r, American, Vol. I. 132. 

t. Clair, iake, its situation and extent, Vol. I. 48. 
---·,river, its situation and extent, ib . 
St . David's, village of, its situat ion, Vol. I.~~. Durnt by the Amerir~ns, V()l. lJ. 191-s. 
StPphen;on, or Sandusky, fort, its construction, Vol . 1. 194. 263 . Unsuccessful assault upo1r, 

265-7. 

StPw.,rt, grneral, U nited Stntes' militia, his shameful beha'Viour to a British serjeant of marin es, 
Vol. II. 258. 

St . GeoriJe, colonel, his capture of the Chicago pncket, Vol. J. sg. 
St. J ohn's, Lower Canada, its situation, Vol. I. 239 . 
St. J oseph's, island of, captured, Vol. 1. 47. Shameful proceedings of the Americans at, Vol. II. 

191-2. 
St. Lawrl!ftce, river. when open for Havi~ation, VoL I. 133. 
~t. ltlary's, river of, in Upper Canada, its situ:llion, Vol. I. 47. 
--------~, in Georgia, its situation, VoL Tf. 3S5 . Expedition up, ib. 
----town. , captured, Vol. U. 3S5. 

Stone, l\frs. her shameful treatment by the Americans, and heroic heha\icH,tr, Vol. I. 1 H. 
--, lieutenant-colonel, United States' army, how treated for burning St. Ullvid':;, V"ol. If. 

13!>-6. 
StonPy creek, battle of, Vol. I. 204-11. 431-6. Mutual loss at, Q07. 4:1-1-5. 
St. Philip. fort, lmsuccessfut bombardment of, 387. 568. 
St. RPgis, vit1age of, its situation, Vol. f. ~5. 
StrPPt. M1·. Samurl, r~le:ved from Amt!rican imprisonment, Vol. fl. lA. 
StrePt'lll'reek, battle of, Vol. Jl. 12o-s. 431-6. 
S 11perior, lake, its situation and extent, Vol. 1. 47. 
Surt'~'!IOT, United Str1tes' schoont:r, her captnr~, Vol. If, 53 . 
Su,antOtl, village of. barr::wks destroyed at, Vol. 1. 'l43. 
'wift, brigadier·g£>ner::tl1 United States' army, l.is death, Vol. H. 1•29. 

T. 
T(tpHahannock rivt"r, E'ntered by the British, Vol. II. 3.33. 
7',ir&i'l, captain, Unitt•d States' navr, his attack upon the Junon, M-6 . 
Tayl•1t·, major, his c::tpture of the Growler and Eagie cutters, Vol. I. 240-1. 415. 
Tecld11.'1eh, the Indian Chief, his action at Aux Canarrl~. Vol. r. 61. 'Ad·:nncP-s UJlOO Detro1t, tif1. 

l-lis fidt:lity at Fort-Meigs, 201. Kill s one of hi11 wa t riors tOr mas~atring an American nri· 
soner, ib. His br'c:tvt.'r:v at the battle of the T h? rn·•s. ~'.!. Is killer!. by rnlonel Johnson, 2K7. 
His pt'rson aT't\ character, ib. Skill as a cli PJom;tri,.;t, <LR'> . Pl;~i11 1ll~~c; in drr~s. ib Tcmpc-

r:!."c~ ~8f~rb~:;~ic~e ~~~\1.~~~5~ti~he~~ ~~:~d }t~d~:~ec~ ~~lrir,~;~·. ·~~ 2o ~·~ h;~;:t~~~~jl~.ro;a~~~ 
as a draftsman, 29'2. Modesty, ib. C0m~art>C.I with hi e; son. 293 H i~ majestic friltures 
after dent h. qgo~-. His scalp taken, and sk in Hayed, Q9,:,. His death not 'mentioned by 
general Harrison. '290. Prnbable reason, ib. 

1'hamP.t;, rh·er. Upprr Canada. it ~ situation, Vol. I. 48, Battle of the, 1278-99. British official 
account of thl', 451. American rlitto, ot-33. 

'l'hermo]Jylm, curiou:;ly compared. Vnl. TT. 1.57. 
Thompson, N r. John, eleased from o\m~ri ·an imprisonment, Vol. 1 J. JR. 
TkorntOfl, colonel. leads the left wing at 1 h" baTtle of Bladensburc-, Vol. 11. '2A6. Dri\·es the 

e'!-emv b~fore him, Cl~?-9 . l.ancls wilh the arlvancc at Villerc.$'11 rannl, !'\lw Orleans, S5!:1. 
Btvouacks near the banks of tile Mississippi, s.:;s, l:l'Osses the Missis.:;ippi, and carries gene• 
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ral Mor@:an's litH's, :tnd commodnrr Patterson's batteries, 385-6 • .55Q. His oftiriat ncrount, 
547. Returns to have his wountl dres~ed, lt:aving lieutenant.colon el Gubbins in charge of 
the captured works, ss6. His opmion ahm.1t the possibility or retaining them, 386. M9. 

Tomahawks, number furnished to the Americ:m north-western army, Vol. 1.1~3. 
Tott~, lieuteuant~coloneJ, United States' army, his opinion of the British charges at La Colle 

m>ll, Vol. II. ss. ' 
7'rea.tury-office, at Washington, its destruction justified, Vol. 1 I. 30·1. 
Trippe, United States' sloop, her destruction, Vol. 11. 2'2. 
Tucker, lieutenant-colonel, crosses to Le~istown, Vol. II. 142. His unsuccessful attack UJlOU 

Ulack Rock, 16'2-4. 
Tu.rkcy·PDint, proceedings of the British at, Vol. TI. S6. 
T«scarcn:a, Indian village, shares the fate of Newark, Vol. 1 I. 19. 
Tyldeu, major sir John, his e\1idence at colonel Mullini's cou rt.m artial , Vol. Jl. 175, 

U. 

Underltilt, his forcible seisure as a deserter, at1d death, Vol. 1. ~3. 

v. 
Palor, American, superior to Roman, \'ot. 1. Q!'J, 

Van Rensselaer, general, U nitcd States• army, his command of the American arm~· oftllr cent r~, 
V'"ol. I. 80. Intended plun of im·asi(,n, flj, How defeated, 8!'.1. Cro~st::s th e st rait to t'OC'l'l. mJ' 
1here, 91. Official account of tht Queenstown battle, 379 . Secession frvm th ~ e()mrn:. nd, 
107. 

rornam, general, Unltrd States' army, his letter abont the sortie at fort. Erir, Vol.! I. Q3.l. 
• 1/erilas,' his remarks upon the Plattsburg expedition, Vol. l (. 211-iW. 
1-'iltage, what so named by the Amtr1can editors, Vol. I. tC2.6. 
1/incrnt, major.general, his defence or Fort.GeorgE:, VoL I. 1 ~~-s. Retrl'lU~ to I he Bca,•er dam._ 

1!19. Is joined by a smu\1 re inforcement, 163 • .Destroys part of lii s store~, ih. 1--Jis wnnt nt 
ammunition, and retr<:at to Burlington 1-l t iglits, 104. His critical situauon, Q~ . r'\mcrir-an 
force sent against him, ib. Its ncar ~ncampf)}ent. ib. Listens to the :suq~cl'tion nf !lt:u te. 
na.nt.colonel Harvey, and p1oceeds with a detachment, headed by that ofhrer, tu stonn tht" 
American camp,.l'204. Success of the enterprise, 204--9 . His ot!icia l l. ttrr, 4:\1. Givt-s up 
the command of the centre·dn·ision to major-general l>e Uottcnhurg, 1219. Rl•,..urnes it. \261. 
Retreats to Burlington Heights, Vol. 11. , , Returns to St.lJ:n,it.l's, and b :>l&per:;edcd by 
general Drummond, 12. 

Jluyageurs, Canadian, capture of a party of, by the Americans, Vol. J. 106. 

w. 
1Vur, American, 01igin of the, Vol. L J, Declaration of, 15. Tim£> of its anival at Queens. 

s tuwn, Montreal, and Qnehcc, !l5. Al !>o iu England, l~. Ea1·ly preparations for, by the Amr · 
can government, !l7. 

U?urbul'ton, major, his imprisor,mcnt along with convicts, in Frankfo1·t Pcnitentiat·y, Vol. r. 
299. 461. ~ 

I.Varren, admiral, arrives in the Chesapeake, Vol. II. ~2. Detaches a force up the Rav~ahan
nock, lb. Orders rcar-dmiral Cockburn to the head of the bay, 53. Sends a force against 
Craney island and Hampton, ~7-61. His official letters, 414-li. 

JVashin~lon city, an a ttack upon anticipated by the American gow•rnment Yol. JJ. tl;4. 
Army prepared (or its defenct>, ih. Different routes to, ~76. Filled with defile:;, '!80. ]Is 
size and ~opulation, 292. Js entered by a small party' of British, 293-4 . Proceedings there 
fully deta>led, 293-306. ~!11!-S03. See Army. 

gazr:tte, extract from, Vol. II. 169. 
IYuyne fort, its reduction prevented by sir George Prevost, Yol. r. 161. Is relieved by majot

general Harrison, ib. 
JYestern militia, the American, how equipped for service, Vol. f. 18~. Th~ir dexterity in the 

use of the. tomahawk and scalpiug. ~uifc, ib. 
J¥e1t Florida, secret act of Congn::ss to take posltession of, Vol. 11. ~4r.!. Is taken puss~-;don 

of by United States' troops, !H2. 
We.~tplv.z.ll, captain, R .N 0 is Wlll\lldt.:d wl.ile bearing :l flag or truce, Vol. LL ~8. Capture~, with 

h is remaining hand, an.Amer\can captain of militia, ss. 407. 
JPilcocks, colonel, his chara-cter, Vol. I. 25S . 
Wilkinson, general James, United States• army, appointed to ronml'md the American nmtla•r11 

frontier, Vol. I. 2!'>~ . Directed to a ttnek Kingston, ib. Oetl' rmines, by the o.dv1ce ut It 

council, to attac:k Montrt"al, ib. Prepates f<11· tht: expedition, Q.5ti. ArJives at rort.Gcorgt:, 
ib. Depar ts for Sackett's 1-Jarhor with the chief part of the nrmy of the centre, 260. 
Corresponds with commodore Chaunrey, 302. Proceeds with the ~xnedit ion, !303 . Issue-s a. 
proclam.ation to the Canadians, '3f"'f - 460. Detaches colonel Macomb to tnke fort-MlltiWJ, 
!H8. Calls a council of war, '119 . Stales his own and the enemy's force-s , ib. Detaches l'Olo
nel Bissc l to reconnoitre nn islnnd, 520 . Also major-generals Boyd and Brown, t<J protect the 
expedit\on, 921. Complains of being' sc.atchrd, ' ~9.~. 'His vflrious accounts of thE' Oritish 
force. 32.>-6. Sends a rl!inforccmcnt to general lloyd, 92-d. His exaggerated accuunt of cu
tonel Mprrison•s loss, SSS. His inconsisH ncies, 934-. 475-6. His designation of' temerity,' 
~b. Summons anothE'r council, SSg. Hi s arriva l at French Mills, and R('Count of t he cxpt>
dition, .3'f0. 41.~6. Despatdaes the dra~oons to Utica, and commenct:s U!lon c.lefensl\c 
mc~urcs, 31J. Why he did uol succeed in the expedition, !H3-I. l:rojl·CtiS au. e~p .. llt-
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tiflll against hie aux Noix, &c. 946--7. A lao again•t Kingston and Pr.scolt, 348-9 • 
.Hurns his wat~r·craft, buts, &c. and, after detaching a force to Sackett'• Harbor, re .. 
treats to Plattsburg :s.nd Burlington, 95J. Reconnoitres Rouse's point, Vol.JI. so. Hl.will 
towards the Canadians, ib. Detaches a force to Phillipsburg, 81. Advances to Cham _plait), 
ib. Calls a council, and states his force, ib. and 418. Determines to attack the Brittsh at 
La Colle mill, 81.419. Marches to the attack, 82. Attacks the mill, and is repulsed, A5-!)~. 
His curious simile, 94. Retreats to Champlain and Plattsburg, 95. Compart'd with Don 
~tixote, ib. Turns historian, t~!J. While commander at New Orltans, took possession of 

!J4:.st ~l~r~~~;,~~~-of E[~~t;~u~~r~~8N7:r Or\~~ns~~~e~~f:rb~di1le bbr~~1~:·J;~~cra1tsJoa~;s~l1l1; 
attack upon general Jackson's lines, 384. 

William.s, lieutcnant·colonel, his official account of the defence of La Colle mille, Vol. II. 421. 
IVinchester, major.general, United States' army, takes the command of tht: left wing of the 

.American north.western army, Vol. I. 179. Ot:taches a force against a few· British and In
dians, at Frenchtown, 184. The latter are repulsed, 185. Joins with th~ main body, 186. 
Is attacked at the river Raisin, and defeated by colonel Proctor, 187-94. His capture by an 
Indian Chief, and delivery in safety to the British Commander, 188. 

IVinder, brigadier.general, United States' army, his capt11TC by the :British, Vol. I. !106. Hears 
a proposal for an armistice from sir George Prevost, Vol. II. 16Q. Agree!! with colonel Haynes 
for an exchange of prisoners, IllS. His account of tht.! hattie of Bladt:nsburg, bOO. 

Winter, Canadian, of 1813, its early setting in, Vol. II. 7-8. 
Wool, captain, United States' army, his official letter, Vol. I. !184. Remarks thereon, go, 
Wors~letJ, lieutenant, R.N. his ese3pe from Nattawassaga, Vol. II. 197. Scccessful enterprise 

against the United Slates' schooners, Tigress and Scorpion, 197-q01. 46!. 
W1-ight, Mr. of Maryland, his comparison between Uoman and American valor, Vol. H. 21. 

Y. 
Yeo, sir James Lucas, his arrival at Kingston, and immediate active service, Vol. 1. 164. Sail& 

out with his Hect, having on board sir George J>revost and troops, for Sackett's HarbQr, tti.r,, 
.Arrives off, and stands in to reconnoitre the port, ib. Embarks the troop.s in the boats, ib. 
Is ordered to re.embal'k them , and to stand back ror Kingston, ib. Accidental cause of hi!, 
return off Sackett's Harbor, 166. His carture or some American dragoons, ib. Inability to 
approach the shore, owing to a change o wind, ib. Rc-cmbarks the troops in the boats, ib. 
Lands them, 168. Had taken on board shipwrights to launch the Pike, 172. Returns to 
Kingston with the troops, 173. Sails out to co.operate with major·general Vincent, ~12. 
Drives the Americans from their camp at the Forty.mile creek, capturing part of their camp• 
equipage, ~13 . Lands a detachment of troops at the F.orty-mile creek, 214. Sails with troops 
to Oswego, Vol. 1 I. 100. Lands them, 10-!. Hi$ official account of the capture of the place, 
4i8. Ditto of the loss of the Lake Champlain fleet, 4Ci5. 

Yeocomico, river, proceedings at, Vol. II. 266. 
YDTk, city of, Upper Canada, its situation and .size, Vol. J. 5~. Strength in 18131 HIZ. Attack 

upon, 143. Explosion nt, I"'· Capitulation of, 146. 400. British ofticial account of action 
at, S97. 400. American ditto, 143. 40'2. 404. British and America.n loss at, 146--7. Destruc .. 
tion of the public buildings at, 148. Evacuation of, 149. Second attack upon, 2<~2 . Defence~ 
Jess state, owing to the militia being sti ll under rarole, ib. Jllnndcr of the inhabitants, and 
departnrp of the expedition, 2!13 . 

Youngstov;n, American village, destroyed, Vol. 11. 19. 

FINIS. 

ERRATA. 
Vol. I. p. 54, last line, after IT. read Ill. and IV. 
---- 303, last line, dole and Ill, 
---,---- 344, last 2 from bottom, for 17 5 rend 304. 
Vol. If. 292, last line, for 4 1'eatl5. 
---- 293, line I, for less •·carl not many mnrc. 
---- 347, - 2, for Lefourchc read Lafourche. 

Pnnttd by Joyce Gold, 103, Shoe Lane, Fleet-street, Lrmdu11. 
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