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College
Struggles
to Attract

Minorities
By MARY TURNER
Staff Writer

Numbers this year were once again

low for minority enrollments at the Uni-

versity of Mary Washington.

While there has been a slow rise

over the last five years, no single minor-

ity group has had an enrollment this

year of more than 45 incoming fresh-

men, according to school records.

Total minority enrollment at UMW
this year is 16 percent of the incoming

freshman class, up one percentage point

from 2007.

According to data provided by the

Office of Planning, Assessment, and In-

stitutional Research, however, minority

applications, acceptances, and enroll-

ment figures were significantly lower

than that ofCaucasian students. African

Americans had the lowest acceptance

percentage, with 57 percent of appli-

cants being accepted, and just over 25

percent of those accepted actually en-

rolling in the fall. In 2003, only 35 per-

cent ofAfrican-Americans who applied

to the University were accepted.

One group that did manage to have a

higher acceptance rate over Caucasian

applicants was Native Americans. Over

80 percent of Native Americans who
applied to UMW were accepted, while

72 percent of Caucasians who applied

were accepted. However, only five out

of the J 9 Native Americans who were

accepted actually enrolled.

According to African American stu-

dents at the local Germanna Commu-
nity College in Fredericksburg, there

are several key issues that deter them

from transferring to the University of

Mary Washington.

Fewer than ten classes are offered

annually at the University which focus

on history and culture of minorities, in

comparison with other Virginia schools

such as Norfolk State University, a his-

torically African American. Norfolk

State requires over ten of its general ed-

ucation credits alone to be dedicated to

courses that focus on African American

history. Minority students who are look-

ing for a curriculum that includes their

own cultural history may shy away

from UMW. After hearing how few

classes UMW has to offer students of

See DIVERSITY, page 9
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Weather
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Friday

Sunny

High: 81

Low: 53 •

Saturday

Sunny

High: 76

Low: 51

Sunday

Party Cloudy

High: 75

Low: 51

UMW Student Assaulted
By HEATHER BRADY &
ANDREA NEALON
Assistant News Editor &
Staff Writer

An anonymous donor independent

of the University of Mary Washington

is offering a $10,000 reward to any-

one with information leading to the

successful arrest and conviction of a

man who sexually assaulted a Mary

Washington student early Friday

morning on the third floor of the

parking garage.

The assailant, described as a white

male between 20-24 years old and 5

feet 5 inches tall, is reported to have

light green eyes and light-colored hair

in a 'buzz' style, according to Univer-

sity Police.

He also has a "tribal" tattoo on his

upper left arm, and a soft, high-

pitched voice. He was wearing a

green t-shirt and blue jeans at the time

of the assault. Police believe he at-

tended an on-campus event earlier in

the day.

The assailant sexually assaulted a

UMW female sophomore resident at

approximately 2 a.m. on Friday, Oct.

3, after approaching her on the south

end of the third level of the UMW
parking deck.

University officials said the inci-

dent on Friday is not related to an as-

sault back in the summer on the path

around the track at the Battlegrounds

off Hanover Street. The $10,000 dol-
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The assault occured on the third floor of the UMW parking deck early Friday morning.

lar reward for the recent incident and

a smaller award for the Battlegrounds

incident are from separate donors, ac-

cording the school officials.

According to Teresa Mannix, di-

rector of news and public information

at UMW, the student left campus

shortly after the attack and drove into

Stafford County, an area where she

said she felt "very comfortable." She

reported the incident to the Stafford

sheriffs office.

"She was taken to the hospital and

her case was referred to the Freder-

icksburg Police Department, since the

crime happened here," Mannix said.

"The Fredericksburg Police Depart-

ment then notified UMW. Immedi-

ately after learning about the crime,

the UMW Police Department and the

Fredericksburg Police Department

worked together to gather evidence."

Mannix said that the student was

taken to the Mary Washington Hospi-

tal on Friday morning, and was re-

leased later the same day. The state of

her condition was not released.

"Immediately after the incident

was reported to UMW, patrols around

campus were increased by UMW,
Fredericksburg, and State Police,"

said Mannix. "Also, a security guard

has been hired to patrol the parking

deck every day from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.

See ASSAULT, page 2

Roach Found in Nest Sandwich
By ERIC STEIGLEDER
Staff Writer

On Sep. 29, UMW sophomore

Luan Cao took a bite out of his sand-

wich. As he looked down at his food,

Cao realized that would be the last

bite he would take.

"I took a bite," Cao said, "and a

cockroach crawled out of the lettuce."

Cao had gone through the sand-

wich station in the Eagle's Nest min-

utes prior, and had headed back to his

dorm room in Alvey to enjoy his

lunch. Like most students, he watched

as his sandwich was prepared, yet did

not notice anything out of the ordi-

nary.

"I watched the entire thing," he

said. "I didn't see any cockroach."

After seeing the insect, Cao
promptly spat out the food, wrapped

everything in a brown bag, and took it

back to the Nest, where he explained

what had happened.

"I took it back to the Nest," he said.

"And they let me get whatever." De-

ciding against the sandwich line this,

time around, Cao opted instead for

two pieces of free pizza.

While such an occurrence may
easily frighten and repulse those who
frequent the Nest, Cao was under-

standing about the situation.

"What happened to me was a one

in a million chance," he said. "The

only thing that concerns me is that

they didn't close the station after it

happened."

John Dering, general manager of

dining services on campus, was ini-

tially unaware of the incident prior to

the request for an interview. However

since then, Dering has been in contact

with the distributor that provides food

to the college.

"The Nest does not have cock-

roaches," Dering said. "This was just

an isolated incident."

There have been no other public

reports of cockroaches found in food

either before or after. The problem,

according to Dering, was a mistake on

the part of the distributor.

"We receive our lettuce in cryo-

sealed packaging," Dering said. "If

anything got inside, it happened be-

fore it arrived here."

Students, however, may prove

more fickle.

Amanda Pullen, a junior, was visi-

bly taken aback by the news.

"That's disgusting," she

said. "I moved off campus to

get out of the meal plan for a rea-

son."

Sophomore Ryan Forbes, a fre-

quenter of the Nest, had a different

take on the matter.

"It's kind of foul," he admitted,

"but worse things have happened."

On the Rappahannock Health Dis-

trict's website, high on the list ofpos-

sible "suspension of permit to

operate for imminent health

hazard," violations was a pest

infestation violation.

However, a single cock-

roach in a sandwich does not a pest in-

festation make.

Lisa Hill, environmental health su-

pervisor for the Rapphannock area,

said EHS inspectors would typi-

cally recommend restaurants

where pests were found contact

professional pests removers.

As for Cao, even though

the odds are strongly in his

favor, he has not eate'n a

sandwich at the Nest since.

from howstuffworks.com

Res Life Restricts Furniture
By JOHN WIGGINTON
Staff Writer

Elizabeth Emmel, a senior resident

of Randolph Hall, has been sleeping

on a mattress on the floor ever since

resident assistants told her that her

self-constructed loft had to go.

Customized lofts are not the only

thing forbidden at Mary Washington;

they also prohibit cut trees, lava

lamps, and indoor grills.

"It really sucks sleeping on the

floor," said Emmel.

Students have often been critical of

the dorm life at Mary Washington,

which according to students can be

oppressive, and one reason many stu-

dents decide to live off-campus.

"I'm not blaming the RAs, but the

student handbook is too vague,"

Emmel said. The handbook states that

students who want a loft may purchase

a pre-fabricated kit as long as the loft

complies with "Loft Guideline" re-

quirements. However, like most stu-

dents, Emmel wanted to save some

money, and decided to not buy a $200

prefabricated loft, which a vendor

sells on-campus at the start of every

school year.

"The only difference was the price

I paid and that I cut the wood myself,"

Emmel said, who calculated that she

probably spent $ 1 30 on her self-made

loft, which she said was stable, free-

standing, and followed all fire code

rules.

. Students complain about other

UMW dorm rules as well.

Diana Gallup, a senior living off-

campus, is still annoyed about an inci-

dent that occurred when she was a

freshman. She and six friends were in

her dorm room watching a movie

—

which was apparently one person over

the limit.

"Our RA stood outside our room

until one ofmy friends got up and

left," she said.

Mary Washington has many of the

same rules as other Virginia schools,

such as James Madison University and

the University of Virginia: no burning

incense, no smoking, and no pets, ex-

cept fish.

But school officials say Mary

Washington has established additional

rules for students in the dorms.

"What other schools do does not

factor into the final decision of what

rules are put into effect here at UMW,
and which ones are not," said Resi-

dence Life Director Christine Porter.

Both JMU and UVA allow students

to build their own lofts, for example,

but Mary Washington officials don't

like the idea, and say there are legal

concerns behind the ban.

"Students [at Mary Washington] are

not allowed to build their own lofts

because it puts the liability directly on

the university and not the manufac-

turer," Porter said.

Porter added that school officials

will consider special cases, and have

allowed some students in the past to

keep their self-made lofts. However,

students should not get their hopes up.

Porter said in most cases the school

continues to invoke the rule forbidding

them in the student handbook.

"It would be too hard to .inspect

every loft on campus," she said.

Among other differences between

UMW and other schools: UVA lets

dorm students have popcorn poppers;

JMU lets them use hot pots.

Mary Washington, though, doesn't

allow any cooking at all in dorm

rooms.

Former R.A. Lura Moomau said

she is frustrated by the policy.

"When there's no kitchen of any

sort, like in Russell Hall, it's really in-

convenient not being allowed to have

hot plates," she said.

An article in the Bullet last year re-

ported that the number of alcohol vio-

lations at UMW was almost identical

to Virginia Tech, a school of nearly

30,000 students.

Mary Washington also stands alone

with its recently publicized rule out-

lawing not only beer pong tables, but

"water pong" tables as well. The Bul-

See DORMS, page 9
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Fall Break

Saturday-Tuesday,

Oct. 11-14

Be Safe and Have
Fun!

Stock Up On
Canned Goods

"Cans Across Amer-
ica" Canned Food
Drive, Nov. 12-13

Stock Up Over Fall

Break! Winning

Dorm or Student

Club Cets Prize!

Cheap Seats

Next Friday- Sunday
7 p.m. and 10 p.m.

The Dark Kight and
Mamma Mia

Dodd Auditorium

Brought to you by
UMW Cheap Seats

UMW Eagle Pipe

Band Competes

Saturday, Oct, 11 at

the Anne Arundel

Scottish Festival

Anne Arundel

Fairgrounds, 1450
Generals Highway,

Route 178,

Crownsville, Md.

Events courtesy of OSACS.
If you would like your

event listed, contact The

Bullet at

newsxcrew@gmail.com.
Send a flyer image if possi-

ble

Want to get

involved? Come to a

staff meeting on

Sunday at 8 p.m. in

the Bullet office, lo-

cated in the lower-

level of Seacobeck,

or contact

newsxcrew@
gmail.com

Outside the Fence
Regional

By HEATHER BRADY
Asistant News Editor

National

Top Congressional budget analysts said on Oct. 7 thaUabout $2 trillion of

Americans' retirement savings have been wiped out in the past 1 5 months due

to the stock market's prolonged tumble. This blow could force workers to stay

on the job longer than planned, rein in spending, and possibly further stall an

economy reliant on consumer dollars. Pensions and 40 1 (k) plans are the only

form of savings for many Americans. The approximately 20 percent decline of

these assets is another setback, as many people continue to grapple with higher

gas and food prices, more credit card debt, declining home loans, and less ac-

cess to loans in general.

Stafford County sheriffs arrested three male suspects, ages 1 7, 20,and 22, on

Monday for a slew of theft-related incidents. The three were sighted near a 7-

Eleven near Olde Forge subdivision by the victim of the first car they broke

into that morning. They also broke into the victim's wife's car, and the car of

another resident in the subdivision, stealing several dollar bills, some credit

cards, and damaging the first victim's stereo. First Sgt. Ray Davis was in the

area of the 7-Eleven when he confronted the suspects. The youngest said that

their car had been towed, and that they were calling to try to get it back.

Their 'getaway' car was parked illegally in England Run, and had in fact been

towed. The suspects were carrying a car stereo, GPS units, other electronics,

and guns in their bags upon the time of arrest. (The Free Lance-Star, Oct. 8;

www.fredericksburg.com)

Global

On Oct. 7, U.S. District Judge Ricardo M, Urbina ordered 17 Uighurs, or

Chinese Muslims, being held at the Guantanamo Bay military prison in Cuba

to be released into the United States, rejecting the Bush administration's asser-

tion that it could detain them indefinitely without cause. The judge claims that

the government provided no proof that the prisoners were enemy combatants

or security risks. This marks the first time a U.S. judge has ordered the release

of a Guantanamo Bay detainee. It is also the first time a foreign national held

at the facility in Cuba has been ordered to be transferred to the U.S. (The Wash-

ington Post, Oct. 8; www.washingtonpost.com)

No Garage
for President

Emily McAlpine/Bullel

Above: Brompton Mansion. Officials have decided not to add

a quarter million dollar garage to the residence

By STEPHANIE ROCHE
Staff Writer

University of Mary Washington of-

ficials have backed away from plans

to build a two-car garage at Brompton,

due to an estimated cost of $250,000.

Vice President for Administration,

Finance and Legislative Affairs Rick

Hurley said concerns about UMW
President Judy Hample's safety pro-

vided the motivation for the project.

"A garage would provide added se-

curity for the President to drive into a

facility and have a door close behind

her without getting out of the car," he

said.

Hurley said lack of funding was the

deciding factor in canceling the proj-

ect.

"Dr. Hample was flabbergasted to

learn that the cost would be approxi-

mately $250,000 for a two-car

garage," Hurley said.

As a result the plans to build a

garage at Brompton have been put on

hold.

Hample declined to comment.

However, Associate Historic

Preservation Professor Gary Stanton

remains concerned about the project,

which he said, if resurrected, could

harm the historic integrity of Bromp-

ton, a famed Civil War site.

The Brompton house is at the mili-

tary crest of the Fredericksburg battle-

field, or the highest point people

below can actually see. Stanton said

the front of the house looks same

today as it did in 1865.

Stanton said there is a important

picture of Brompton from the Civil

War taken from the side of the house

that faces the town of Fredericksburg,

from Hanover Street and shows am-

putees out on the lawn. Brompton

was used as a field hospital at times

during the war. Because of this pic-

ture, the Fredericksburg side of the

house is always displayed when pho-

tographed.

"They did not cancel the garage be-

cause of historical concerns but rather

because they could not afford it,"

Stanton said. "So if enough money is

raised, are we going to return to this

issue? If so we need to consider the

alternatives."

Stanton suggested that the garage,

if built at some point in the future,

could be constructed at the back of the

property, facing away from town and

towards the UMW Battleground Ath-

letic Complex. If that were the case,

the driveway could be accessed from

the Tennis Center parking lot. The

hidden driveway would make it hard

for people to monitor the coming and

going of the president.

"The land allows new construction,

without it being entirely evident. We
would then be able to keep today's

picture the same as 1 865, and end the

conflict while allowing changes for

the occupant's needs," Stanton said.

According to Wiltenmuth, the uni-

versity did account for historical con-

cerns during the research process into

the proposed garage.

"UMW consulted with the National

Park Service, our own Department of

Historic Preservation, and the state's

Department of Historic Resources,"

Wiltenmuth said.

All those organizations contributed

to the process of understanding the re-

quirements of potentially adding a

garage to a designated National Land-

mark structure.

Stanton, however, said he only heard

about the proposed garage by way of a

casual conversation.

"Fredericksburg is the place where

Confederate and Union armies came

together early on during the Civil War.

It is a site where many lives were lost

in massive killings," Stanton said.

That's why Stanton said he com-

piled all the Civil War images he could

find and presented them to President

Hample and Facilities Services earlier

this year.

"I wanted them to understand why
the garage would need to be put in the

back of the house," he said. "Ulti-

mately, Brompton is an important

landmark in history as well as for

UMW, and we need to respect both in-

stitutions."

$10K Offered
for Assault Info

< ASSAULT, page 1

indefinitely."

The security guard has been con-

tracted with Securitas, a company in-

dependent of the UMW Police

Department. Mannix also com-

mented that the office of Public

Safety and Community Services is

looking into the "best practices"

overall for securing parking decks.

"The administration is committed

to doing everything it can to ensure

that students and campus visitors are

safe when using the deck," said

Mannix.

When construction for the park-

ing deck began in 2006, original

plans called for the installation of se-

curity cameras. However, the office

of the Virginia attorney general ad-

vised against them. A representative

for the attorney general questioned

the legality of filming UMW stu-

dents and visitors, and the University

decided against cameras.

"The issue is threefold," said Rick

Hurley, executive vice president for

administration and finance. "Cam-

eras can not capture every nook and

cranny in a parking deck. It is also

believed that their presence gives a

false sense of security to users of the

deck. And, to really be effective as a

safety measure, staff would have to

be hired to watch the monitors on a

24/7 basis."

He also cited the high cost as one

of the factors involved in the deci-

sion not to install the security cam-

eras.

"We had to take all perspectives

into consideration," he said.

Mannix confirmed that the Uni-

versity is now reviewing other

sources for security cameras. By in-

vestigating how other buildings with

security cameras approach logistical

and legal issues, the University

hopes to determine a plan for cam-

pus surveillance.

The security feature praised as the

most effective in the aftermath of the

attack is the UMW Emergency Alert

System. This system utilizes texts

and e-mail to alert students to any

kind of emergency on campus, in-

cluding assaults, weather warnings,

and other potentially dangerous situ-

ations that could develop on campus.

"UMW students and employees

were sent an e-mail about the inci-

dent just before 4:30 a.m. on Friday

morning, and a second e-mail with

more information was sent at 5:13

a.m., followed by a text alert at 5:26

a.m.,"Mannix said.

"The delay in the notification can

be attributed to the fact that the

UMW Police Department was not

notified of the crime until 3:30

Courtesey UMW Police Deptarment

The assailant, described as a

white male between 20-24

years old and 5 feet 5 inches

tall, is reported to have light

green eyes and light-colored

hair in a 'buzz' style,

according to University Po-

lice.

a.m.'," said Mannix. "It took time to

gather all of the information from the

other two police jurisdictions, the

Stafford and Fredericksburg depart-

ments, in order to send the informa-

tion to the UMW community."

The UMW 2008 Annual Security

Report shows a drop in the number

of forcible sex crimes in dormitories

and residential areas over the past

three years, from 2005 to 2007.

The report shows that since 2005,

the number of forcible sex crimes

occurring in non-residential areas of

campus, such as academic buildings

and parking lots, has remained at a

consistent rate of one per year.

"Incidents such as [these] are un-

predictable," Hurley said. "The best

we can do is to continue to stress the

importance of everyone taking re-

sponsibility for their safety, meaning

[you should] know your surround-

ings or call for an escort service. We
patrol areas of the community that

surround our campus and the city po-

lice patrol all others."

The Friday morning assault is the

only attack that has occurred in the

parking deck since it opened in

2007, according to university offi-

cials.

Susan Knick, the assistant vice

president for public safety and com-

munity services, and James Snipes,

UMW chief of police, were both un-

available for comment. Police Dis-

patcher Christopher D. Cash

declined comment on the ongoing

investigation, saying that the police

department was instructed not to re-

lease any more information other

than what was sent out to students

and faculty in official e-mails.

Correction:

In "Pro-Choicers Start Club," (Oct. 2) Lauren Bull

was incorrectly identified as Director of Organizing

and Advocacy for Planned Parenthood. Bull's cor-

rect title is Associate Director for Advocacy

Have any ideas, tips or suggestions? Email newsxcrew@gmail.com
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Viewpoints
Eagle's Nest Satisfies
At last! upper management, the longest "Oh
The beautiful, glorious moment of truth &#%$!" of all time must have been heard

that every middle school, high school and throughout Woodard Campus Center,

college student dreams of has come. Never underestimate the active imagi-

No, not graduation. That can wait. nations of college students, particularly in

We're referring to the discovery of a regard to the production and ingredients of

cockroach, or

Periplaneta
americana, in a

sandwich at the

Bagle's Nest.

Seriously that

almost deserves a

slow clap.

Staff
Editorial

cafeteria food.

Upon hearing

the news, most

college students

probably imag-

ined a scenario

not unlike David

Pelham's chil-

Sources say that the undesirable sand- dren's book, Sam s Sandwich, the story of

wich ingredient may have stowed away in an evil, misogynistic little boy who clev-

the lettuce packaging long before entering erly decorates a little girl's sandwich with

the gates of Mary Wash

ington. and the mouth of

an unsuspecting college

simpleton savoring a

sammy in the privacy of

the. dorm room.

Unfortunately for

Sodexo and the Mary

Washington dining serv-

ices, the origins this

winged lunch infiltrator

is irrelevant information

in the eyes of the raven-

ous culinary critic

known as cafeteria meal plan stu

dent.

42
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various insects.

However, no student

should go overboard

with his or her imagina-

tive criticisms.

After all, Seacobeck

and the Eagle's Nest arc

the primary means of

sustenance for students

on the Mary Washing-

ton campus. Seldom is

it a good idea to bite the

hand that feeds.

By all means, savor

this moment and have a

laugh, but take a moment to be grateful that

conditions aren't worse.

McCain Cries Wolf

photo courtesy ofbtiy.com

The wolves are already at the door.

When the news reached Eagle's Nest Besides, what's a little more protein?

.

BY BREEANNA SVEUM
Assistant Viewpoints Editor

Tuesday's debate was the second of three be-

tween John McCain and Barack Obania. Though
they were not allowed to debate each other di-

rectly, this debate was certainly livelier.

McCain started Tuesday's debate with a shaky

voice and a lack of confidence, probably because

he's seen the latest poll numbers. But once the de-

bate moved away from the economy, his confi-

dence returned, perhaps too much.

The country definitely needs a leader strong in

foreign policy, but Obama appeared confident

throughout, looking far more presidential than Mc-
Cain, who just looked like an old guy with an an-

noying smirk.

Instead of the boring, drab guy he is when giv-

ing speeches at Republican rallies across the coun-

try, debate-McCain develops a modicum of

charisma.

Debate-McCain tells jokes and kids with the

moderators. He grins at himself, as if he thinks

he's hilarious, but McCoin is the one that's missing

the joke. We're not laughing with him—we're
laughing at him.

McCain tried to negate Obama 's claim that Mc-
Cain is out of touch with voters with his constant

reference to the viewing public as "my friends."

This plan failed. John McCain is not my friend.

As the town hall format indicated, moderator

Tom Brokaw refused to allow either candidate the

chance to correct misstatements, which, in the in-

terest of truth, if not partisanship, is important.

McCain keeps borrowing from Karl Rove's

playbook, stretching the truth and misconstruing

Obama 's statements, and Obama wasn't really al-

lowed the time to contradict the misstatements.

For example, Obama keeps promising to cut taxes

for 95 percent of Americans; yet McCain keeps

claiming Obama's economic plan will raise taxes

across the board.

McCain's response to Obama's plan for getting

Bin Laden from an uncooperative Pakistan rein-

forces this as well as provides more evidence for

the fact he is grasping at straws.

Obama did not claim to intend to invade or at-

tack Pakistan, he simply said that were Pakistan

unwilling or unable to capture Bin Laden, his ad-

ministration would take up the job. McCain not

only proceeded to criticize Obama "speaking

loudly," but he then gave the exact same plan.

After the McCain camp's claim that Obama is

sexist based on an often-heard cliche about "lip-

stick on a pig," I find it hard to believe anyone can

take his attacks on Obama seriously. McCain's at-

tacks keep getting sillier and sillier.

McCain reminds of the boy who cried "wolf,"

only instead of "Wolf!", McCain's been shouting,

"Terrorist!" and "Sexist!"

But both candidates had their flaws. Question-

dodging was the response of the night, as it has

been. Except where Sarah Palin simply ignored

questions in favor of "the tax thing," and John Mc-
Cain used vague generalities, Barack Obama gets

10 points for transition. While, yes, his answer to

"What don't you know and how do you plan to

learn it?" was not the answer to the question, he

shifted his response beautifully, turning the ques-

tion to make it work the way he wanted it to.

Seven of 10 for the answer (he did dodge the

question), but full marks for style. McCain, by

contrast, gets an average of three points out of 10.

He did at least make me laugh when Brokaw asked

who he'd appoint for Secretary of the Treasury,

and McCain said, "Well, not you, Tom".

McCain's average of three points versus

Obama's average of seven points more or less

summarizes the entire election.
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Viewpoints
Long Distance Love:
Hang Up or Hold On?

,'4» ByKJAdler, •*>

Staff Writer \^

I lived abroad in Paris before coming to Buenos

Aires. After staying here for a while, I must say that

Buenos Aires is a close second to being a city of

love. Everywhere you turn there are couples

smooching, romantic music playing, and guys cat-

calling girls.

In Paris I had three friends, each of whom had

boyfriends. By month three they had each dumped

their American significant other, believing it was the

right- thing to do before making out with some

Frenchman.

Here in Buenos Aires, where I am studying

abroad I have three other friends who have

boyfriends. Two of them

have remained faithful by

only dancing with guys at

clubs and deflecting any

wooing attempts made by

horny young Argen-

tineans. However my one

friend, Maesa, was given

permission by her

boyfriend to spread her

horny wings
, if she

wished to do so. She and

her boyfriend had entered

the "open relationship"

zone.

Earlier today Maesa came to me with a guilty

look on her face. "KJ, I am so glad you're here," she

blurted out. "I feel so horrible."

Since being here in Buenos Aires, Maesa has

made out with two guys in two different clubs. Last

night, however, it got a little heavier. She went to

what I would call second and a half base with some

musician before freaking out and backing down

from any further heavy petting.

"I just feel really guilty," she told me over a cup

of coffee. "I was so unsure the whole time with that

guy, and 1 didn't mean to lead him on! I think that

was a preview of what's going to happen with any

guy I meet here. I love my boyfriend. We fit and I

don't think I feel comfortable doing more with other

guys."

Maesa has been in her relationship for two years.

Although she was initially excited about being able

to branch out, immediately after kissing the first guy

she felt guilty. Not only did the prospect of hurting

her beloved beau gnaw at her, but the very thought

that he could be doing the same thing with another

girl kept her in check.

Yet at the same time, she told me she didn't want

to be outdone. If her boyfriend had slept with some-

one else during their break and she did not, where

would that leave her? She wanted to take an equal

amount of advantage of the break as him.

Apart from Maesa, my other two friends have

complained to me multiple times about how horny

they have gotten since arriving in Buenos Aires. In

a city where sexuality is freely expressed, I can un-

derstand their plight.

"Long distance relationships

are stupid," my roommate Joe

once told me. "There's no point

to them. You have an idea of

someone you really like who is

out there. But an important part

of a relationship is physically

being with that person and if

you can't be with them then

what's the point?"

So what stand does mamma
KJ take on the whole issue? I

say if you can hack a relation-

ship overseas then more power

to you. Long distance relation-

ships are probably one of the most difficult tests of

will and commitment one can endure, especially for

a long duration of time. You know there's someone

out there waiting for you, someone you share a deep

connection with when you are together. But 1 feel

that distance takes away a lot of the spark, especially

for sapling couples.

Personally I can't stand them. I've tried a few

times to hold onto a relationship while my travels

pulled me in another direction but I've always ended

up breaking up with the guy due to frustration.

Holding on to that string ofcommitment many miles

away just doesn't appeal to me.

Of course if someone comes along where that

string is strong enough, as it apparently has for my
other two girlfriends, then I wouldn't think it would

be so much a struggle as a short break to reflect and

miss the person you care about. Not to mention I

hear that "welcome back, I missed you" sex is awe-

some.

Letter to the Editor:

Safety is a Priority

Dear Editor:

In light of recent incidents regarding cam-

pus safety, I would like to voice my opinion

about the security at Maiy Washington.

Over the past year, I have come in contact

with a number of events involving students

being in threatening situations, and it has be-

come impossible for me to ignore this issue.

Something 1 love about Mary Washington

is that I have always felt safe, but now I find

this feeling of security is lost.

I know that the Police Department obvi-

ously does their best to ensure our safety, but

to me it seems like their priorities might be in

the wrong place.

It is hard to understand why the school has

spent so much money on arming police offi-

cers and giving them fancier cars, while inci-

dences like what occured in the parking

garage last week are still able to happen.

I don't mean to criticize the intentions of

the officers, but I really would like to see the

police spend less time breaking up college

parties and more time doing the work that is

needed, such as doing everything possible to

make sure the integrity of our safety is upheld.

Cassie Kollman is ajunior.

__

Exactaerations Are
mew new

the Best Thing Ever
Like so many girls in my age group, I ex-

aggerate a lot. In fact, everything is I say is

an exaggeration.

...It's hard to stop.

With my addiction to exaggeration comes

an obsession with the superlative. Every-

thing is "the best," or "my favorite" or "of all

time." It gets old, fast.

Last Thursday I saw the

best concert I've ever seen

in my whole life.

Anyone who has been

to a concert with me will

tell you that I say that after

every show I go to. But

this time I mean it. Really.

Jenny Lewis, the lead

singer of Rilo Kiley,

played a set of her solo

songs at Sixth and I His-

toric Synagogue in DC.

Less than 200 people fit

into the sold-out sanctuary

to hear Lewis's angelic vo-

cals and post-break up gui-

tar riffs. It was intimate, energetic, and at

times, spiritual. My perfect concert ended

with the opportunity to meet my idol

and get not only an autograph, but

precious acknowledgement ofmy
existence. Jenny said my name!

Another thing my friends

could tell you: my obsession

with Jenny Lewis is un-

healthy. It may not be a

total exaggeration when I

say I want to be

her.

Psychologi-

cal deviancies

aside, I was a lit-

tle dismayed

when my
friends gave me a

"girl who cried wolf

'

reaction to my latest

concert ranking. They've

grown accustomed to not

taking my ultimate state-

ments seriously. For some

reason, 1 feel the

need to convince

them that I really

mean it this time. Why does it matter so

much to me?

Despite being part of a coddled genera-

Susannigans
By Susannah Clark,

Associate Editor

photo courtesy ofapetitekelly.blogspot.com

tion. we are still living in a cut-throat meri-

tocracy. Measured by the 100th decimal of

our GPAs, we are constantly ranking our-

selves and our surroundings, be it top friends

on MySpace or U.S. News's best colleges

and universities.

Maybe we evaluate other people, events,

and objects as a way to distract ourselves

from our personal low

rankings and inefficien-

cies.

There's a certain high

that comes not just from

being the best, but also

from deeming yourself

qualified to assess what is

the best.

In the spirit of "High

Fidelity" and "TRL,"

(R.I. P.) top lists and rank-

ings have challenged pop-

ular culture to keep trying

to outdo itself. How many

"Top 100 Most Shock-tab-

ulous Celebreality Mo-

ments" TV specials have appeared on VH

1

this year?

My own exaggeration is not an at-

tempt to show-off or mislead, but

rather a less-than-subtle tactic to

convey enthusiasm. 1 say, as

part of a generation of hard-

to-please youth consumed

by text messaged apathy, a

burst of passion can be re-

freshing.

With this in mind. 1

seize my right to

deem my Jenny

Lewis concert the

best of all time,

trumping Bruce

Springsteen, and

even P.Diddy open-

ing for Britney

Spears.

However, I do

take comfort in that

fact that this ranking

is not permanent. I

look forward to next

best concert of ail

time I get to see.

Now that the standard is set even higher, it

should be life-changing.

Okay, maybe that's an exaggeration.

Does anything really grind your gears?

Send columns and Letters to The Editor to

umwbullet@gmail.com

The Question was: "What do yon \rOTknow, and how will you overcome tins?"

What I do not know is the unexpected and

I will overcome challenges as they arise.
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Entertainment
An American Stinker:
David Zucker Ridicules Liberals, Disrespects Dickens
By MISSAK ARTINIAN
Staff Writer

Who would have thought that David Zucker,

the man responsible for such comedic gems as

"Airplane" and "The Naked Gun," could direct a

right-wing political spoof as abysmal as "An

American Carol?"

The movie's plot is loosely based on Charles

Dickens' "A Christmas Carol." The Scrooge of

the story, Michael Malone (a parody of Michael

Moore), is an anti-American filmmaker who hates

Independence Day and what it stands for, and

seeks to have it abolished. But when John F.

Kennedy's spirit steps out of Michael's television,

he warns Michael that three ghosts will visit him.

Big surprise
1

.

One .of the many problems with Zucker's spoof

of arguably the greatest Christmas story ever writ-

ten, besides being unfunny and predictable, is that

it exploits the plot structure of Dickens's master-

piece without doing it any justice.

Dickens created a well-developed character

who the audience could sympathize with. This

made Scrooge's transformation from a despicable

miser to a philanthropic hero all the more power-

ful.

But in Zucker's story, the audience is forced to

hate Michael because he is portrayed negatively

as staunchly liberal, naively pacifist, pro gun-con-

trol, atheist and obese. Additionally, because of

his "anti-American" documentaries, he has gar-

nered a loyal fan-base in the hills of Afghanistan.

Oh yeah, and he hates country music too.

Michael Malone does end up loving America

in the end, again, big surprise, but all he really

ends up loving is country music, guns, and barbe-

cues on the fourth of July. This transformation

leads to less than a cathartic emotional response. In

fact, it leads to no response at all.

I sat in the theatre numb and confused. I had to

question whether the movie was a left-wing spoof

spoofing a right-wing spoof, or vice versa. Some

of the messages in the movie were so ridiculous; it

seemed to poke fun at its own intended audience.

For example, one ofthe ghosts tells Michael, "and

then there are people like you who abuse freedom

of speech." Oh really? That's American.

The movie also pokes fun at education, having

professors, dressed in clothing from the 1960s,

teaching their students to hate war, America and

God. Is this really the message that right-wing

filmmakers want to send to right-wing audiences?

Now I understand that the movie is slapstick

comedy, and to its credit, there are some points in

the movie that are amusing and that generate a

chuckle here and there. One scene early on has

Malone filming a

documentary paro-

dying "Sicko."

Michael tells the

camera that the

Cuban govern-

ment actually

cares for their peo-

ple, unlike Amer-

ica, right before a

Cuban guard

shoots someone in

a wheelchair.

Scenes like that are few and far between, and

are offset by mindless slapstick jokes. Are we to

expect that the tenth time that Michael Malone

gets slapped in the face, by Bill O Reilly no less,

is supposed to be just as funny as the first? And

I'm a sucker for slapstick comedy.

Zucker seems so fixated on making fun of

Michael Moore that he loses sight ofwhat's funny

and what's not. Putting a rat inside Michael's

pizza box is not my idea of funny; it's disgusting.

Compare that to a memorable scene in "Airplane"

where a young girl rejects a young boy's offer to

put cream in her coffee because, in her words, "I

like my coffee black, like my men." Laugh your-

ass-off moments like that are completely nonex-

image courtesy (

istent in "An American Carol."

I decided to get to the bottom of how a man

who once produced such gold can turn around and

produce something as mindless and uninspired as

"An American Carol." It turns out that David

Zucker, a former Democrat, has recently admitted,

while promoting the movie, that he considers him-

self Republican. It seems that his sense of humor

has disappeared along with his former political

identity.

To determine whether the movie is worth your

time and money, it doesn't matter what your

Political affiliation is. Democrat or Republi-

can, if you're a rational human-being with even

the slightest notion of what humor is, you'll prob-

ably find watching meat decay in a jar more en-

tertaining than watching "An American Carol."

"Stop, Drop,

and Roll"

byFoxboro Hot Tubs

(2008)
By TRICIA CALLAHAN
Staff Writer

Imagine you're Green Day circa 2005, sur-

rounded by adoring fans and rave reviews. Then

you're faced with the challenge of creating an

album even close to the

caliber of your triple-

platinum album,

"American Idiot."

Enter the Foxboro

Hot Tubs, Green Day's

dirty little retro secret.

Side bands are nothing

new to Green Day, who

also released "Money,

Money 2020," under

the alias The Network

in 2003.

Foxboro Hot Tubs'

debut album "Stop,

Drop, and Roll" is a 12-

track 60s throwback

record. The music is

softer rock than what

you may be used to

from a group like Green Day. There are moments

that hum and explosions of music, that rely on in-

strumentation to enhance the sound instead of re-

lying heavily on vocals.

On this album, lyrics

and vocals seem like an

afterthought.

Green Day's bass

player Mike Dirnt and

drummer Tre Cool went

by their given names

Michael Pritchard

and Frank Edwin

Wright III, while the

lead singer Billie Joe

Armstrong went by his

alter ego. Reverend

Strychnine Twitch.

Non-original members

Jason White, guitarist,

and background vocal-

ist and keyboardist

a

image courtesy ofamazon.com

Jason Freese add

unique instrumental element to Green Day's usual

punk-rock sound.

Clues to Green Day's background are hidden

throughout the album. Foxboro was a neighbor-

hood that Mike Dirnt and Billie Joe Armstrong

grew up in Rodeo, Calif. As for the other halfofthe

band title, "Hot Tubs;' refers to the hot tubs they

would sneak into in Foxboro, occasionally with

girls. "Ruby Room," a track on the new album, ref-

erences a bar in Oakland, Calif, where Dirnt, Cool

and Armstrong are Ruby Room regulars.

All joking aside, the music produced by

Foxboro Hot Tubs slips back to times when neon

green slip covers where popular. With lyrics like

"Mother Mary take my hand / 1' II be your saint I' 1

1

be your man," your mind and body will hum with

delight.

Green Day confessed their involvement in an

email to MTV. Their statement read, "All things

considered, The Network or Green Day would

make excellent openers for a Foxboro Hot Tub

tour."

Sick ofwaiting for Green Day's return? Pick

up a copy of "Stop, Drop, and Roll," a little

chunk ofGreen Day history.

University of Mary Washington

CAREER DAY 2008
Thursday, Oct 23, 2008 1 1 a.m.-3 p.m.

g» Great Hall, Woodard Campus Center, Fredericksburg Campus

§ For additional information, contact Career Services at 540/654-1022.

www.umw.edu/careerservices

EMPLOYERS ATTENDING

CAREER DAY 2008

American Abroad Media (MM)

www.amerkanabitMdnwdia.org

American Canoe Association

Dewberry

www.dewbefrv.com

Edward Jones Investments

www.edwardjones.coin

E6&G Technical Services

Caroline County Sheriff's Office

www.caiDlirKlierifl.org

Central Mate Hospital

www.csh.dmhmnas.virginia.gov

Chesterfield County Police Department

Chesterfield Fire and EMS

wwcbeslerfiekl.gov'fife

IIAV/VAIAInsuran

JET Program

Colonial life

Defense Energy Support Center

Enterprise Rent A Car

www.enlefprise.com careers

ESRI

www.esri.com grads

FBI

www.fbi.Q0v

first Investors Corporation

www.lirslaiyesl0f5.com

Fredericksburg City Public Schools

The Free Lance-Star

www. frelieftcksbuffj .com

Keiter, Stephens, Hunt, Gary & Shreaves

www kshgs com

KositzKa, wicks & lompany

www.kwccpa.com

LTD Management Company, LLC

Department of Defense, 0IG

www.geko.com oncampus

Hagerstown Community College

Liberty Mutual

www.lrbertvmurual.com

Marine Corps Community Services

www.umw-mccs.org

Marstel-Oav. LLC

Met*
www.met IHe com

Missile Defense Agency

Mitchell Wiggins & Company, IIP

www.mwcpa.com

National Children's Center

www.nccinc.org

NAVSEA Warfare Centers

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network

www.nmfn.com washingtongroup-dc

PBGH, LLP I

www.pbgh.com

Peace Corps

www.peacecorps.gov

Pepsi Bottfing Group

www.pbg.com

Primerica Financial Services

www.pfimefic3.coni

Prince George's County Police Department

Prince William County Police Department

www.police.pwcgov.org

Rappahannock Area Community

Services Board

www.racsbslale.va.us

Richmond Police Department

www.rkhmondgov.com police

SWIFT
www.swifl.com

Social Security Administration

Southern Teachers Agency

www.soulhernleacners.com

Tandberg

www.tandberg.com

Teach For America

www.teachforamerica.org

TEKsystems

www.lerayslemscareers.com

The TruGreen Companies

www.lrugreen.com

U.S. Army Hearhcare Recruiting

www.healthcaregMfmy.com

U.S. Department of Education - OIG

www ed.gov about offices list oig

U.5. Drug Enforcement Administration

www.dea.gov

U.S. GSA - Office of Audits

www.oig.gsa.gov

U.S. Public Interest Research Group (PIRG)

www.uspifg.org jobs

U.S. Secret Service

USDA/ Farm Service Agency

United States Postal Service

Vickers & Nolan Enterprises (VNE)

Virginia Army National Guard

Virginia Asset Management

This list is subject to change



6 The Mary Washington Bullet October 9, 2008

ertainn
First Friday Art Openings:
Fredericksburg's Best-Kept Secret

By LAUREN ORSINI
Staff Writer

When UMW alumna Caitlin Kell wanted a

place to showcase her artwork, downtown Freder-

icksburg's First Friday event seemed like the right

option.

This '05 grad isn't alone in her decision.

Each month on the first Friday of the month,

hundreds of local artists display their work at

the nine galleries in downtown Fredericksburg.

"It's a good opportunity to show my work to

my community. It's a great way for me to come

out and participate in the community and my
school," Kell said.

The First Friday event began in 1 992 when

resident artist Johnny Johnson established Art

First, Fredericksburg's oldest artist co-op. Ac-

cording to local artist Pat Thalman, the event

has been so lasting and successful that one third

of the original 30 members are still involved in

First Friday.

"It's a very important day of the month for

the art community. It's a tradition now. We es-

tablish many of our sales as a result of this

night," Thalman said.

Though First Friday has been a perennial event

in downtown Fredericksburg for sixteen years, res-

ident sculptor Joseph Wilkinson notes that sur-

prisingly few Mary Washington students attend.

"First Friday is still a well kept secret- not that

we want it to be that way," Wilkinson said.

However, resident painter Bill Harris has ob-

served a steady rise in First Friday attendance.

Harris has been a local painter since before the be-

ginning of the event and a resident artist at Liber-

tyTown gallery for the past decade.

"Every night, half [ofour attendees] are people

that have never been here before, and half are peo-

day Nov. 7 at

Art First at 824 Caroline

Street, Brushstrokes at 810

Caroline, the Wounded

Bookshop at 109 Amelia

St., and many others.

pie that have come back," Harris said.

Harris also says that the event is a great oppor-

tunity for Mary Washington students.

"It's fantastic first, because it's a place to get

free entertainment, food, and beverages, and sec-

ond, it's a walking tour of Fredericksburg if you

visit all the galleries," Harris said.

First Friday has also

been a place for many art

majors at UMW to launch

their careers. The Visitors'

Center gallery on the in-

tersection of Caroline and

Charlotte hosts a show by

UMW art students

every month.

Long before Kell

displayed her work at

First Friday, '68 MWC
alumna Beverly

Coates began her ca-

reer in the same loca-

tion.

"After displaying

my work at First Fri-

day in April 2004, I

made the step from

saying I'm an artist to

saying I'm a profes-

sional artist," Coates

said.

However, the event

isn't just for art majors.

Students interested in see-

ing the area through its

galleries, meeting artists

and other community

members, and eating and drinking for free should

also attend.

Lauren Orsini/Bullet

UMW seniors Cari Kreidinger and Eva Richardson ad-

mire the artwork at downtown gallery Art First.

"I like going because its fun and there's free

food and wine," said senior Eva Richardson.

'The Force Unleashed:'
Lucasarts Beats a Dead Horse
By ELIOT HAGEN
Staff Writer

The Star Wars cash cow's teat was once rosy in

hue and unchaffed, but decades ofmilking the fran-

chise has left it bone dry and atrophied, with a hor-

rible prequel trilogy and a slew of mediocre to

borderline unplayable games. Though I acknowl-

edge that several Star Wars games were stellar, (The

"X-Wing" series, and the "Battlefront" series, for

example) "The Force Unleashed" is not.

There were several good things about this—the

incorporation of the Euphoria engine made using

the Force as realistic as it's ever been in a game.

The graphics were excellent, as were the sound and

music. However, a game that could have been ex-

cellent is only average due to poor level design,

poor enemy design, broken game mechanics, and a

relatively incompetent handling of the Star Wars

mythos.

It was also way too short and easy, with the only

difficulties arising from bad design as opposed to

true difficulty. A skilled gamer will be able to beat

this one in about 1 0 hours, unless it freezes mid-

level or even during the final boss, as it did for me.

Oh, and be prepared for LONG loading times-

even between menus and submenus.

The levels were all relatively similar, with many

levels being revisited to artificially lengthen an al-

ready short game. You have star cruiser environ-

ments, jungle environments, and the

'junkyard' planet, Raxus Prime

There's also a level on

Coruscant and the

Death Star.

This was

particu-

larly disappointing seeing as there are so many

planets in the Star Wars galaxy that they didn't use,

including Tatooine and Hoth.

The combat was repetitive and often unintuitive,

and the targeting system was absolutely horrible.

Even when there was only one enemy on screen,

you'd often end up hitting or using your Force 1 ight-

ning on a piece ofdebris rather than your real target.

It's even worse because in order to target someone

you have to hold down the targeting button.

The number of interactive objects is staggering,

with your Jedi, named 'Starkiller,' being able to use

the Force to hurl anything from a Tie Bomber to a

tiny scrap of metal. While this is useful to clear en-

emies, it can be annoying because of the targeting

issue.

The more intense and cinematic

fight sequences are handled en-

tirely by incredibly simple

quick time events, so you'll

usually end up using the

same combos through-

out the game.

In most

boss

image courtesy of Lucasarts

fights, I could corner my opponent and spam

the same move over and over until he died,

and many enemies who should have been in-

credibly difficult, like Darth Maul and Darth

Vader, were the exact opposite, the fights with

them being easy and formulaic.

The Imperial Star

Destroyer boss

fight, however,

was one of the

hardest I've ever

had to endure, not

because it was

difficult, but

because it

took far too

long due to constant

waves of attackers. Also, the on-

screen prompts that were meant to tell you

how to pull down the Star Destroyer were, in fact,

incorrect.

The enemies are pretty average, with the same

old recognizable ranks of the Imperial Army

along with AT-ST's and other vehicles. You're

also forced to fight strange robots, Rodians, Felu-

cians, Rancors, and Jawas. The problem with these

is that, once you unlock certain moves, the chal-

lenge is completely removed. There's a broken

move that allows you to kill any vehicle or Rancor

without any effort at all, and do it without losing

any health.

image courtesy of Lucasarts

There are no health pickups, but don't worry

—

every time you kill an enemy, you get a fraction of

his health added on to yours. This removes all strat-

egy when fighting large groups because all you

have to do is kill a few low-level enemies and your

health will be full again. The only time where

health would ever become an issue is during a boss

fight, but, as I said, you could always exploit the

broken gameplay to win those.

The storyline wasn't horrible simply because it's

Star Wars, but it's an insult to the original saga, with

several lines being taken directly from the movies

and being spoken by inferior characters. There are

identical shots, identical sound effects, identical

monologues, even—but this doesn't make the

game better. It just cheapens the movies. And by

movies, I mean the originals—not the abomina-

tions that are the prequel trilogy.

It also comes complete with the requisite love

interest named 'Juno Eclipse,' and it's clear to any

fan of the movies that the makers ofthe game were

trying to recreate the Han/Leia chemistry. They

failed. In addition to that, the storyline and treat-

ment of characters like Darth Vader and The Em-

peror destroys a part ofthe original movie*. While

a paradox isn't created, the plot here drags the rest

of the timeline down with it.

This game isn't horrible, but it's not worth buy-

ing. Rent it, beat it in a weekend, and get on with

your life. The Force is most definitely weak with

this one.

Old Crow Medicine Show Release Another Gem
By AARON RICHARDSON
Entertainment Editor

Fans of Old Crow Medicine Show have been

without new material from the Nashville-based

roots band since "Big Iron World" came out in

2006. Since then, OCMS have toured tirelessly,

and played "Wagon Wheel," their most recog-

nized track, at least three billion times.

In an effort to move beyond their well-estab-

lished reputation as a top-shelf traditional Amer-

icana act. Old Crow have moved to a more

modern sound on "Tennessee Pusher."

Released on Sept. 23, "Pusher" is a definite

departure from the banjo and fiddle-driven songs

of their last four albums.

"Tennessee Pusher" marks thi first time the

band has released an album of entirely original

material. On previous records, Old Crow have

stuck to a regimen of original songs mixed in

with rearranged folk traditionals.

The new album utilizes accents from the dobro

of Critter Fuqua, and Ketch Secor's plaintive har-

monica. The effect is a much bluesier record than

any of their previous efforts. The most serious de-

parture from the Old Crow fans have come to

know is the addition of a drummer on several

tracks.

On "Methamphetamine," for example, the

band employs a simple, driving drumbeat accom-

panied by some of bassist Morgan Jahnig's more

elegant work to date. Coupled with an opening

harmonica solo, you get something resembling a

southern Bruce Springsteen.

That isn't to say they've cribbed the Boss's

towering guitar or saxophone solos, far from it,

but the structure and lyrical content bare a re-

semblance. Whereas OCMS were a strictly tradi-

tional folk-bluegrass band, they have moved into

the realm of alt-country in one swift move.

For those fans opposed to this movement,

tracks like "Always Lift Him Up and Never Let

Him Down," and "Next Go 'Round" let the Old

Crow of the past shine through. On "Next Go

'Round" OCMS return to the fiddle-driven

melodies of their past albums, accompanied by

simple guitar work and a plodding bass line.

On their fifth studio release, Old Crow Medi-

cine Show have made an effort to expand their

sound and musical sensibilities beyond traditional

covers. By adding new sounds, and focusing

away from what fans are used to, OCMS have

produced a refreshing record that highlights both

versatility and a true songwriting talent.

After four albums spent honing their song-

writing skills, OCMS have pulled together a solid

collection of all-original material.
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Seamester at Sea
UMW student spends 90 days seafaring
By STEFANIE ROCHE
Staff Writer

A crew of students shifted anxiously

as the First Mate aimed his fire hose

and then, without warning, turned it on

and blasted the students over the side of

the boat and into the ocean.

It was the first part of their initiation

ceremony to celebrate crossing the

equator.

But that was only the beginning for

UMW senior Leah Shopneck, and her

friends also participating in Seamester,

which is a semester long study program

that starts in the British Virgin Islands,

ends in Tahiti and spends long stretches

at sea. Shopneck is the first UMW stu-

dent to participate in this program.

The first overnight passage at sea

was one of the hardest parts of the trip.

It was mid January, only three days into

the program and the front of the boat

kept dipping literally underwater as

waves broke over the bow.

"I had never been on a boat before,

and you were just drenched within sec-

onds," Shopneck said. "The water just

came up and hit you so hard it knocked

you over." While on deck, the crew had

to be buckled into safety harnesses and

over half of them were seasick.

"There were literally straps and net-

ting to hold you in place as you slept,"

she said. "Trying to sleep was like rid-

ing a rollercoaster, we felt every wave."

For three months, from mid January

to April, Shopneck made her home on a

two-year-old sailboat named Argo. The

5-foot-8-inch brunette shared a six-per-

son cabin with five other women. The

room was triangularly shaped, with

bunk beds covering two walls.

The six women grew very close.

They had to.

"There was no such thing as per-

sonal space," Shopneck said.

One of her cabin mates was the most

seasick of the crew, and she did not

venture below deck for two days. Ad-

ditionally the heat in the cabin was un-

bearable at times; there was no air

conditioning and only one hatch

opened.

"We slept in our own sweat at night,

and there was no shower on board,"

Shopneck said. "We jumped in the

ocean to bathe while at anchor."

One woman left the program just

after the first week on board.

The longest stretch at sea was 19

straight days and by that time

crewmembers had started to wear on

each other.

"It was hard, but we knew that we
had over 30 more days together," Shop-

neck said. "These people were like sib-

lings at this point and you just had to let

things go."

On board, Shopneck's captain,

Brendon 'Boomer' Baumeister, re-

ferred to her as "Gilligan."

"Because she was like a little buddy.

She made my job easy, always work-

ing, polite, kind and enthusiastic," he

said. "She was the happiest person on

board; you would just look at her and

smile."

Shopneck's shipmate Dani Gagliardi

echoed Boomer's compliments.

"She kept life simple and drama

free. She is such a real person, it was

impossible not to get along with her,"

Gagliardi said.

Seamester earned Shopneck 15

UMW elective credits jn Marine biol-

ogy, Oceanography, Basic Seamanship,

Student Leadership, and Professional

Skipper Training. Her 90-day journey

traveled through the Panama Canal and

the Galapagos Islands.

While in the Galapagos, Shopneck

faced her most terrifying deepsea dive.

-The ocean water was very cold.

See SEA, page 8

Courtesy of Leah Shopneck

Left, an ocean view from Argo, a ship and Leah Shopneck's

Seamester home. Above, Shopneck takes a stroll on the beach.

Speaker Warns of Gang Violence
By ANDREA NEALON
Staff Writer

Jail, hospital, or the grave, three

places where gang members are most

likely to find themselves, are repre-

sented by a simple tri-dotted tattoo

commonly found on the hands of mem-
bers of the Latino gangMS-13.

According to detective Joshua

Lynch of the Fredericksburg Police De-

partment, their membership has ex-

panded from major cities to suburbs and

smaller cities, including Northern Vir-

ginia.

In a recent talk at the University of

Mary Washington about gang violence,

Lynch said gang membership can in-

clude even very young teens, like Mara

Salvatrucha. a 1 3-year-old who he said

is responsible for countless murders,

robberies and rapes in the U.S., El Sal-

vador, Guatemala and Mexico.

The tattoos, he said, tell the story of

the gang members' criminal accom-

plishments.

"When you see gang mem-
bers with tattoos on their

necks, faces and heads," said

Lynch, "that means they are

longtime members with major

felonies under their belts."

Painful and permanent

records of gang membership,

tattoos represent loyalty, dedi- memberS major felomeS
cation, and.status, according to

J J

Lynch. They also represent Under their belts.

"When you see gang

members with tattoos on

their necks, faces and heads

that means they are longtime

murder, robbery, rape, arson

and drug dealing. Lynch told

the Mary Washington audi-

ence that MS-13, which

started in the 1980's as a group

of immigrant El Salvadorian

guerilla fighters in Los Angeles, has ex-

panded to 33 states with an estimated

10,000 members, and more than 40,000

in Central America.

Lynch explained how the gang's

tendencies for extreme violence have

placed them above the more famous

—

Joshua Lynch 11
or notorious—Bloods and the

Cripps in terms of ruthless reputation.

"They're known for their use of

edged weapons, especially machetes, as

opposed to guns," said Lynch. "They

like to get up close and personal with

their enemies."

Before Lynch launched into a de-

tailed description of MS- 13s

gruesome weapon of choice, the

ancient floorboards of a Monroe

Hall classroom creaked and

groaned with about 40 Mary

Washington students crowding to-

gether to catch his hour-long pres-

entation on gang culture in

Northern Virginia. Sociology stu-

dents were lured in with the

promise of extra credit points; but

nevertheless, there was an impres-

sive turnout for the virtually un-

publicized event.

Vivid photos of fully tattooed

gang members and blurry video

clips ofgang initiations enhanced

Lynch's fast-paced presentation.

Local law enforcement, he said, is tak-

ing the threat ofgang activity seriously

as it inches closer to the Fredericksburg

area.

"The Rappahannock Regional

Gang-Drug-Terrorism Task Force was

established back in 2005 to monitor the

developments of gang activity in North-

ern Virginia," he said.

Comprised of police officers from

Fredericksburg, sheriff's deputies from

neighboring counties and crime ana-

lysts, the task force works to proac-

tively reduce gang violence. They are

able to do this by creating a network in

which officers target individual gang

members.

Shortly after the creation of the task

force in 2005, William Neely, the com-

monwealth's attorney for Spotsylvania

County, supported a law allowing pros-

ecutors to convene special grand juries

to hear witness testimony. As a result,

grand jury investigations have helped

prosecutors catch gang leaders.

"It's the only way we can go after

gang leaders," said Neely in a 2005 in-

terview to the Washington Post. "With-

out the grand jury, you get stifled at the

street level, arresting little soldiers who*

are too afraid" to implicate a leader.

Island Business

Courtesy of Carole Crequc

Business majors interested in International Marketing spent last

Spring break learning the economy of islands' Trinidad and To-

bago. This year, 14 students will each earn 3 credits for the trip.

By SADIE HAGBERG
Staff Writer

%

Upon the UMW international marketing group's de-

parture from the Caribbean Islands of Trinidad and To-

bago last spring, the bus driver had burned each student

a CD of Soca and Calypso music, the islands' local

dance music.

The bus driver had spent the entire week of spring

break driving professor Carole Creque's business major

students around the islands.

Business majors like senior Annie Backhus traveled

to the Caribbean to gain a hands-on experience in the

business and international marketing fields.

"Before we left, he made us CDs so each of us could

remember our stay in Trinidad and be able to listen to

the music whenever we wanted," Backhus said.

This year, the trip is part of a 3-credit seminar class,

the Environment of International Business seminar.

Creque, assistant professor of marketing and a Trinidad

native, will teach the seminar.

Trinidad is one of the richest Caribbean Islands. It is

primarily an oil-based economy and relies heavily on

the importing and exporting of goods, especially raw

materials.

This spring, for the second year in a row the business

department will offer a trip as an elective for the busi-

ness major.

"We wanted to implement a practical component to

an in class session," Creque said.

As a native of Trinidad, she was able to use certain

connections in order to create a unique experience for

her students.

"They get a first hand view ofhow money is handled

and how decisions are made in another country," Creque

said.

Last year, students were kept busy Monday through

Friday applying what they had learned in the classroom

to real world situations. The nine-day trip includes five

eight-hour workdays.

The first day students visited the Central Bank of

Trinidad and Tobago, where they gained a clear under-

standing of the country's currency flows.

For the remainder of the week the group visited one

or two companies or manufacturers per day. The com-

panies gave a presentation to the students to give them

an understanding of the inner workings of that company.

See ISLAND, page 8
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Class

on Isle
< ISLAND,

Manufacturers gave tours of the factory

to give the students a first hand account

ofhow it works.

"We visited a lot of different kinds

of companies who all had something

different to say about international mar-

keting," Backhus said. "I would even-

tually like to work in international

marketing and I thought this would be

a great way to see how it is done first

hand."

At the end of the week the students

visited the Port Authority of Trinidad

and Tobago.

"The Port is the brainchild ofevery-

thing," Creque said.

All goods come into the country and

leave the country through the port.

Creque estimated about 30 students

will be vying for the 14 spots available

for this year's spring semester seminar.

With a 14-person cap, interested stu-

dents must go through an application

and interview process to enroll.

Creque said she looks for students

with a very serious interest in interna-

tional marketing, as well as the ability

to be part of a team.

"Success of this trip comes from

being able to work as team," Creque

said.

While in Trinidad, the group never

splits up. Creque stressed that safety is

a concern, so keeping the group in a

controlled setting helps ensure the

safety of each person. A bus drives

them everywhere and waits to bring

them back to their hotel.

Erika Howells, a junior taking

Creque's international marketing class

this semester, said she hopes to be se-

lected for next semester's seminar.

"I really like marketing," Howells

said. "This is my second class with Dr.

Creque and I really like her. It would be

a really good experience and would

look great on a resume."

'PPJiji

Statue a Mystery

Susannah Clark, the Bullet

The origin of the statue of

George Washington standing

at Dodd Auditorium remains

unknown.

By SUSANNAH CLARK
Associate Editor

A mysterious man lingers in the

lobby of Dodd Auditorium, peering

over anxious concert-goers and over-

whelmed freshmen awaiting Honor

Convocation. Surrounded by the flags

of UMW's international sister schools,

the statue of Houdon's George Wash-

ington in George Washington Hall re-

mains a mystery to the Mary

Washington community.

Though in the school's possession

since 1939^ the statue was not logged

into the University's private collection

until 2006, after Brooke Kingsley, as-

sistant to the Executive Vice President,

starting researching the statue's origin.

Kingsley was put in charge of restoring

the statue by Vice President Hurley dur-

ing other renovations to Dodd in 2005.

"The project I was working on

stemmed from the fact that the statue

was deteriorating and in need of re-

pair." Kingsley said. "1 wanted to pro-

vide the restorers with as much

background about the origin of the

statue as possible."

A Free Lance-Star article from June

3, 1939, confirms that the statue was a

gift from the Mary Washington College

class of 1939, to be placed in the newly

erected George Washington Hall.

Though Kingsley was able to get in

.touch with several surviving members

of the class of 1939, no one has any rec-

ollection of how the statue was ob-

tained.

The statue, which portrays Washing-

ton in his Revolutionary War uniform,

is a replica of a sculpture that stands in

the state Capitol rotunda in Richmond

that was sculpted by Jean Antoine

Houdon in the late 18th century.

Houdon's sculpture is considered the

most authentic portrayal of George

Washington, as the sculptor traveled to

Mount Vernon in 1 785 to take measure-

ments of Washington's body and to

make a clay bust of his face.

In February 2006, the Virginia State

Senate passed a bill declaring that all

molds of Houdon's statue, authorized

or unauthorized, are considered prop-

erty of the Commonwealth. The bill

also dictated the state librarian to take

possession of any unauthorized molds.

Tracy Kamerer, who was then the

curator of state art collection in the Li-

brary of Virginia, worked with Kings-

ley in determining how the statue got to

UMW. Kamerer's research linked

UMW's statue to one other known plas-

ter replica of Houdon's in the Boston

Athenaeum and was created by Caproni

and Company circa 1930. Most other

known replicas are made of marble,

like Houdon's original. Kamerer told

the Free Lance-Star in 2006 that she

thought UMW's statue was a 20th cen-

tury piece.

Kingsley confirmed the Boston con-

nection in her own research after the

statue was restored and cleaned over

winter break in 2005. While placing

steel rods in the statue's deteriorating

right arm, restorer Alex Nunally found

a newspaper clip wadded above hollow

elbow. The clip was from the Boston's

Daily Record Newspaper and was dated

May 24, 1939, with a cost of 2 cents.

Though an important detail, restorer

Nunally said that the newspaper clip-

ping could be from a previous repair

and does not necessarily reveal when

the statue was sculpted.

Kingsley decided in 2006 that there

was not known about the statue to merit

a plaque.

"I discovered that there are still

pieces of the mystery unanswered, and

we weren't able to get as definitive in-

formation as we had hoped," Kingsley

said. "It seems we have a very special

statue here in GW Hall, it's still sur-

rounded by mystery. Maybe someone

else will take it on again and uncover

more details!"

When asked about the statue, Junior

Emma Carone didn't have a hard time

picturing the mold ofGeorge Washing-

ton.

"Isn't that the one with the huge

camel toe?" she asked.

Sea Student Fares Well
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Courtesy of Carole Creque

UMW's business trip during

spring break 2008 departed

from the Port of Spain, above.
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Forced to wear thicker wet suits than

normal, the group donned gloves

and hoods, similar to ski masks.

"Two people had to help us get

dressed because the suits were so

|
tight," Shopneck said. "It was a

workout and we were all sweating

and then had to jump into cold

water."

During the dive briefing the

guide warned about the 80-foot

depth of the water, strong currents

and the possibility of seeing ham-

merhead sharks.

With the dive team on edge the

crew submerged into a world inhab-

ited by stingrays the size ofa person

and a baby octopus that kept chang-

ing colors.

As they made their way along the

ocean floor they came upon 30 six-

foot sharks, whitetip and blacktip

reef sharks, floating in their path.

* "My initial reaction was defi-

nitely not to swim toward them,"

Shopneck said, "But our guide de-

cided to take us as close as possi-

ble."

Human presence, to Shopneck 's

surprise, did not affect the sharks.

Courtesy of Leah Shopneck

Shopneck basks in the sun with three giant tortoises during her trip.

"As we swam up to them, they

just stared back at us with their

black, beady eyes and eventually

got scared of us and swam away,"

Shopneck said.

Back on the Argo the crew talked

about the dive for days. The feeling

of panic Shopneck associated with

the shark encounter is still a vivid

memory.

The Seamester experience cost

the same as one semester at UMW
as an out-of-state student, roughly

$ 1 3,000. The Seamester application

process was extensive and included

a phone interview.

Shopneck was not immediately

landlocked when her voyage docked

at its final destination. The program

she completed offered her a job for

the summer. During the summer

she traveled the Caribbean teaching

college students how to sail, and she

hopes to get a job with Seamester

after graduation this year.

"It is amazing how one experi-

ence can lead to another," Shopneck

said. "Living on Argo was life

changing for me. I was able to dis-

cover something new in life that I

love, and I did it all on my own."

THATJ WHAT

By KAITLIN MAYHEW
Assistant Features Editor

Archbishop Lazar Puhalo asked my
4l a.m. world religions class to raise

our hands if we considered ourselves

active Christians. A sparse array of

hands followed. He then asked how

many of us were raised in Christian

families. Almost every hand went up.

This was very typical, he told us, of

every group he has asked that question

to. Although I was one of those who

raised their hand only to the second

question, I was unaware of how many

like-minded peers I had.

I had no ceremonial fall from grace

or tumultuous crisis of faith. There was

just years of disillusionment mixed

with never really finding solace or be-

According to Puhalo, the reason

many young people flee their family's

chosen faith has to do with a feeling of

constraint placed upon them by that

faith. Another contributing factor is

that many religious persons use

churches as platforms to push their po-

litical and moral agendas.

To many people, he continued,

church and faith were just gave a list of

things to do, guilt, and penance. Reli-

gion in our culture, especially Christi-

anity is no longer a religion, he

asserted. It is a part ofculture very inte-

grated in so many things, including pol-

o o o

itics that it is difficult to separate the

two in today's society and make the

Christian tradition what it once was.

I can't claim these particular senti-

ments. My church was never.very guilt-

driven. My drift from church wasn't

about feeling persecuted or constrained.

It was simply about not finding,what

I needed. I went most Sundays in my
younger days, I went to youth group,

and confirmation class, etc. However, I

felt nothing, nothing spiritual or intrigu-

ing and nothing particularly enlighten-

ing.

I continued to go and to participate,

until I realized that doing these things

had become a routine, something 1 was

used to doing but something that I

didn't really care about.

I have an interest in religious think-

ing and spirituality that i continue to ex-

plore. I no longer, however, identify

with any specific religion. In my case I

feel like I would be ignorant to choose

a set of beliefs without first learning

about many different kinds first.

If I do ever decide to join another re-

ligion again I want it to be one that is

meaningful to me.

My own sentiments make me think

of the students in my class that were

raising their hands along with me.

Maybe they are looking for the same

thing, something meaningful. Maybe

there is hope for religion in the world

yet.

This Week in Town
Belvedere Harvest Festival-pumpkins, corn

maze, hay rides, and more. (540) 373-4478

Salsa Dancing Bootcamp- Friday, Oct. 10,

Paisano's Italian Eatery, (540) 89 1 -0826

DOUBLE DRIVE-THRU
Lattcs, Smoothies, Pastries & More

Late for Class? Call Ahead

Mon - Fri: 6:00AM to 6:00PM Sat: 7:00AM to 6:00PM

Sun: 8:00AM -4:00PM

>\vw,.myguppyscoffipc.ffoin

The Smile Center Parking Lot

Across from WAWA next to Gold's Gym
2330 Gateway Blvd Fredericksburg

540-361-1264

J
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News
Lofts

Banned
in Dorms
< DORM, page 1

let recently reported that several dorm students

were documented tor having a water pong table

in their room earlier this semester. School offi-

cials said it constituted a fire hazard.

Another frustration of some students is a

UMW rule that forbids hanging tapestries in dorm

rooms.

"The fact that you can hang a poster but not a

tapestry is a little ridiculous to me," Moomay
said. "I mean a poster is just as flammable as a

tapestry."

School officials say that and many other rules

were written in hopes of preventing fires and with

the intent to keep students safe. However, with

regular fire drills and little history of dormitory

tires at UMW, students are on edge.

Porter was sympathetic towards students, but

defended the university.

"The* policies were developed for the greater

good, but yes I understand the student's perspec-

tive on these rule," she said. "In my 22 years

working in Residence Life, UMW is my 5th cam-

pus.. I do not feel that UMW is more restrictive

than other universities."

Many UMW students disagree, citing other

areas schools that they say are less restrictive than

UMW.
"If you crack down on everything, that's a lit-

tle unreasonable in my mind," Emmel said, who

not only had to get rid of her loft, but was also or-

dered to dispose of a lamp that her R.A. said was

prohibited.

Emmel said she got rid of it, but is still mysti-

fied about why exactly the lamp was prohibited.

Left: The UMW
Canoe/Kayak

team gets ready

to hit the water

Front Row:

Townsend Hart,

Jessica Waldman,

Brittney Baker,

Rebekah Black-

well, Michelle

Bond, Ashley

Cottichio, and

Mike Toeller

Back Row:

Cameron John

and Dan Hudson.

photo courtesy o/Arik Knapp

River Sports Hit Rappahannock
By JOHANNAH O'KEEFE
Staff Writer

The weekend of Oct 11, UMW's newly-

formed Canoe and Kayak Club team will par-

ticipate in the Collegiate National Canoe Race

sponsored by the American Canoe Associa-

tion (ACA).

The race will take place on the Rappahan-

nock River for the first time. UMW, ACA and

the Virginia Outdoor Center are hosting the

event.

Arik Knapp and Cameron John, both jun-

iors, and long-time paddlers, lead the Canoe

and Kayak team. They are focused on honing

the team's paddling skills for the big event,

John said.

"We have begun to brainstorm on how to

expand and grow the club and its activities for

the spring and next fall," Chris Stec, of the

ACA, said.

The race will begin at Mott's Public Land-

ing in Old Mill Park in downtown Fredericks-

burg at 9:30 a.m. The events include an open,

and open single male and female canoe and

kayak race on Saturday, as well as a mixed

canoe relay on Sunday.

The ACA, under the guidance ofACA
Board President Kirk Havens and Bill Micks

of the Virginia Outdoor Center, was responsi-

ble for bringing the Collegiate Championships

to Fredericksburg, Stec said.

The Canoe and Kayak team at Mary Wash-

ington is sponsored by the Virginia Outdoor

Center, located in Central Park. The Virginia

Outdoor Center provides the team with all

boats and equipment free of charge.

There is no fee for schools wishing to reg-

ister for the race, but every college must be-

come an ACA Paddle America College Club

in order to participate.

The ACA membership fee is $250, John

said.

According to Stec, schools from Michigan,

North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Virginia are

expected to participate.

Minority Enrollment

We need to have

more minorities to get

more minorities, which

can make the process a

tough cycle to break

—Paula Olson
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African, Asian, or Latin American descent, Julian

Greene said he would not transfer to UMW.
Greene, a sophomore at Germanna, said that he

knows the university has an outstanding aca-

demic reputation, but he feels it is important for

him to take classes

where he learns some

cultural awareness

not typically of-

fered in public

grade school.

Katrina Stew-

art, another sopho-

more from

Germanna who is

currently consider-

ing several univer-

sities in the area,

said she also would

not consider trans-

ferring to UMW.
Stewart cited two

main reasons.

"First of all they

do not offer my in-

tended major, and

even if they did. they are not ethnically diverse,"

she said.

Several UMW students of various ethnic

backgrounds also had concerns about the school.

Many of them said they would like to see more

c lasses offered that would enlighten them on the

rich heritages of minorities.

They say there is often little information

taught in high schools about the history and cul-

tural facets of minorities, so finding a college that

oilers such courses are often an important factor

when considering which universities to attend.

A few UMW students also said that cost of tu-

ition at the University may also present some ob-

stacles for prospective students. Some students

say that financial aid can be difficult to get.

One student, Jillian Rouse, recalled a friend

of hers from last semester who had to drop out

of school because she could not afford to attend

UMW anymore. Rouse said that even though

school staff personally tried to help her friend at-

tain financial aid, it was not enough to cover the

cost of attendance. Rouse said that she thinks if

more financial aid were available it might help

some minorities who come from lower-income

families attend UMW.
Additional data provided by the Office of

Planning, Assessment, and Institutional Re-

search, along with Human Resources, show that

minority students made up less than 1 5 percent of

all students admitted in the year 2008. Minority

employees make up roughly 13 percent of all

UMW employees this year as well. Even then,

}5

most of those hired hold jobs considered classi-

fied, which includes such jobs as landscaping,

custodial work, and servicing the food facilities.

Although Roy Weinstock, vice president for

planning, assessment, and institutional research,

said that though the University does devote en-

ergy towards specifically recruiting minority ap-

plicants and faculty members, these efforts have

had little success. Employment

figures supplied by the Human
Resources department indicate

that there has even been a loss

of minority faculty members

over the last few years.

Said Weinstock, "Hiring in-

structors of a minority ethnic

group is difficult because many

of them choose bigger schools

with bigger budgets. The Uni-

versity cannot compete with

the salaries of some of the

larger universities out there."

Another surprising figure

was the ever growing "other"

category. Since 2003, there has

been a steadily increasing num-

ber of students who choose not

to define their race when apply-

ing. These students may be part of the Caucasian

population or one of the several minority groups

on campus. When students choose not to disclose

their race on applications, it makes it difficult for

the recruiting office to accurately analyze the

success of minority recruitment, according to

school officials.

.

Dr. Karina Tokareva, a visiting assistant pro-

fessor of History at UMW, says that she would

love to see more courses offered in a variety of

specialties, but that it is a matter of budget, and

hiring professors to teach those subjects.

"This is a small school, and is still in many

ways very traditional. We are just now starting to

move towards more progressive areas of studies

in more recent years," she said.

Tokareva added, "It was only a few decades

ago that this school was all girls. Look how far

we have come from that. These types of changes

just take time."

Paula Olson, a senior who is club treasurer of

both Women of Color and Students Educating

and Empowering Diversity, believes that while

active efforts are being made to get more minori-

ties on campus, there is still work to be done.

"The hard part is, we need to have more mi-

norities to get more minorities, which can make

the process a tough cycle to break," she said.

Olson believes once interested minorities can

visit the campus and see a stronger presence of

other minority students in attendance, they will

feel more comfortable applying and enrolling.

Better rates.

Fewer fees.

• Free checking

• Free debit card, online banking and

bill payer

• Great rates on savings and loans

• ATM at Woodard Campus Center

• Two area branches near Central Park

and in Cosner's Corner

• Hundred s of surcharge-free ATM s

statewide and thousands nationwide

Find out how you can save

at Virginia Credit Union!

AA disco*1*5

(540)

Virginia Credit Union

• www.vacu.org

Virginia Credit Union is federally insured by the

National Credit Union Administration,

Have any ideas, tips or suggestions? Email newsxcrew@gmail.com
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I REGISTERED BEDUSE
THE FUTURE WONT

RLNCN01L
-Josie K.

DON'T GET MAD. GET REGISTERED.

VOTEFORCHANGE.COM
REGISTER AT YOUR CAMPUS ADDRESS BY OCT 6TH. CALL 877-850-2008.

PAID FOR BY OBAMA FOR AMERICA
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Snorts
Who Will Be The
Beast Of The East?
i MOVE ON, page 12

the same thing against the Dodgers.

The two teams played each other eight times

this summer and every time the home team won.

Home field advantage will be big in this one.

The Dodgers are dangerous, but if the Phillies'

pitching can perform like they did against the

Brewers, they have just as potent of an offense as

the Dodgers and can easily keep up. In the seven-

game series, I believe that the Phillies will win in

six games.

The Tampa Bay Rays will face off against the

Boston Red Sox as they both took down their re-

spective opponents in four games. The Red Sox

beat the Angels on Monday night after a contro-

versial play enabled the Red Sox to win in the bot-

tom of the ninth.

With pinch-runner Reggie Willits on third base

for the Angels, Erick Aybar squared up to bunt as

Willits took a suicide lead.

Soon after, Aybar

was unable to get the bat

head on the ball and

Jason Varitek was able

to chase down Willits

and put the tag on him

before reaching third

base. Vartiek fell right

after the tag was put on;

his glove hit the ground

and the ball rolled out.

However, Willits

was still called out be-

cause third-base umpire

Tim Welke determined that Varitek had control of

the ball long enough after the tag that the ball leav-

ing the glove was a discontinuation.

The Rays-Red Sox series will spark up a feud

that has been around throughout the year as the

team's butted heads and competed for first place in

the American League Eastern Division. It was

early June when Coco Crisp charged the mound

after being beamed by Rays' pitcher James Shield,

igniting a benches clearing brawl that earned sus-

pensions for eight players for a combined 38

games.

The season series for the Rays and the Red Sox

went 10 to eight in the Rays favor. The Rays won

all but one of their home games but went 2-7 at

Fenway Park. Home-field advantage will play a

big role in this series for both team and it's possi-

ble the series goes to seven games because of it.

The first four games of the series are extremely

important. At the end of the first four games, who

ever has a road win, I say wins the series. If the

teams are tied, hold on to your hats because it's

going to be a heck of a series.

The series is sure to ignite old flames once

again and should be very exciting. With the emer-

gence of Jon Lester as the new Josh Beckett of the

postseason, the Red Sox look strong. »

I can honestly say I do not know who will win

this series, but just for kicks, I say the Rays take it

in six if only because they are the underdogs.

Though it would

be immensely cool to

see "Manny Being

Manny" in Fenway

NOT wearing Red

Sox jersey, this World

Series is going to be a

showdown between

Tampa and Phildel-

phia.

I wonder how

many people stopped

• being Rays fans this

year after all the losing seasons only to come up

one year short of the World Series.

It's not their fault of course, it's just as easy to

switch to the Florida Marlins and say you were a

fan all along.

This could finally be the year the city of

Philadelphia ends its championship drought. The

city hasn't had a championship season since 1983.

And no, I'm not counting the Philadelphia Soul

The Phillies and
Dodgers will face off

tonight in game one at

8 p.m. on FOX. The
Rays and Red Sox will

do battle on Friday at

Tourtesy www.johnfinger.com

Phillies first baseman Ryan Howard led the majors in home runs and runs bat-

ted in with 48 and 146 respectively. His bat will need to come alive against L.A.

winning the Arena Football League championship

this past summer, and neither will Philadelphia

fans, unless they don't win the World Series.

Unfortunately, I don't think they will.

Against the Rays, in Tampa, you do not win.

These guys just don't lose at home. They have

fought through adversity all year long. No one

thought that they would be able to hold off the

stampeding Red Sox all year, but they did.

When Evan Longoria and Carl Crawford both

went down for a month in August, a critical time,

they were able to hold on to first place the whole

month. Now they have both back healthy.

In his first two postseason at-bats, Longoria

went deep twice. B.J. Upton hit two bombs in the

series-clinging game against the White Sox and

Carl Crawford has been with the team longer than

anyone else, so you know there is nothing that will

keep him off of the roster.

To be honest, it's just too good of a story to not

believe in. The Rays, their first ever postseason ap-

pearance will win the World Series.beating the

Phillies in either five or six games.

Whether it be the Phillies or Rays that win the-

whole shibang, to me, it doesn't matter.

As long as the Rockies aren't in the postsea-

son, this year is sure to be much more exciting

than last.

P cho og in Europe
ki

|D , 0F
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Organizational Meeting

Wednesday, October 22, 2008

Chandler 201, 4:00 pm

Visit 10 Psychology Related Sites in: London,

Amsterdam, Paris, Geneva, Dachau and Vienna

Dates: May 11- May 25, 2009

Cost: S3900 includes everything e ep o of

ui ion lun h dinner and in iden al

For more information contact:

Denis Nissim-Sabat, Professor of Psychology

654-1558ordnissim@umw.edu

Courtesy Clint Often

Upcoming

Events

Friday:

Field Hockey vs. Wesley

The Battlegrounds at 4:30

Sunday:

Soccer (W) vs. The College of New Jersey

The Battlegrounds at 1 :00

Field Hockey vs. Virginia Wesleyan

The Battlegrounds at 2:00

Thursday, October 16 (after break)

Volleyball vs. Virginia Wesleyan

Goolrick Gymnasium at 7:00

#

For More Listings Check Out

www.athletics.umw.edu

»
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Taibl Eyeing Com<
By SARA RITTLEMEYER
Guest Writer

On June 15, Mary Washington junior

Ryan Taibl chased a ball trickling toward the

opposing 18-yard line during a summer

league game. The other team's keeper was

after the same ball. But when Taibl planted

his foot to strike the ball, his lower right shin

was slammed by the keeper's left knee.

"I flipped over him," Taibl said. "And I

knew something was injured. I hoped it was

just a small ankle injury, but I wouldn't be so

lucky." Taibl, a business major at UMW,
went into shock initially after the injury.

"The gross part was I looked down and

saw the bottom of my cleat," Taibl said. Be-

fore an ambulance reached the soccer field,

trainers checked for further severity. "That's

when it started to hurt, a lot," Taibl said.

Taibl's tibia was broken in two places

broke and his fibula in one. On June 1 6, Taibl

went into surgery to insert a 10 inch titanium

rod, including four pins, two in his knee and

two in his ankle.

The surgery was only scheduled to be

two hours long. It turned out to be a four and

a half hours because doctors were unaware

that there was a 5 centimeter long piece of

Taibl's tibia that had to be removed.

Now, Taibl must go to the athletic trainer

at Mary Washington three times a week

where he is rehabbing his ankle and knee. He

works on strengthening exercises as well as

an intense amount of stretching.

Unable to even begin jogging until Sept.

1 5, Taibl's season was over before preseason

even began. He is red shirting and is forced

to watch the team play while he is sidelined

with boot and crutches close by.

"Its good to be part of the team because

some of my best friends are a part of the

team, and I live with all ofthem," Taibl said.

"It sucks not being able to play but it makes

me look forward to next year and it pushes

me to recover faster."

Last season, Taibl was the Eagles' lead-

ing scorer, with 10 goals, two ofwhich were

game-winners, and three assists. He was also

named the 2007 All-South Region men's

soccer team by D3Kicks.com as well as

being named to the National Soccer Coaches

Association's all-region team.

"Oh no," was men's soccer coach Roy

Gordon's first thought when he found out

Taibl was injured.

"Ryan was our leading goal getter last

year and a catalyst for much of what we were

able to accomplish offensively in 2007,"

Gordon said. "
I worried about how we

would replace him."

Gordon decided to meet the new season

with a fresh new mindset.

"We started the season without having

him on the field so, in many ways, it was like

what we go through every year when we

have to replace graduating seniors who have

had an impact on the team," Gordon said.

. Coach Gordon was not the only one who

received the bad news this summer and

began to worry about the future season.

"Going into the year we needed someone

else to step up since we lost our leading goal

scorer," said junior goalkeeper Emmett

Rutkowski.

The Eagles re-worked their offense to fill

the role left behind by Taibl from the previ-

ous season. Gordon's new tactics highlight

the strengths of other key players on the

team.

"Last season, we may have ultimately re-

lied on him so much that if he were stymied

by the opponent on a given day, we strug-

gled," Gordon said. "What we are doing

now is much more balanced so that when

Ryan returns next season, my hope is that he

can be even more effective because we will

have developed other ways to be successful

and teams will not be able to key on him so

much."

Taibl's support system, including team-

mates, family and friends, would be incom-

plete with out the support from his mother,

whom he is extremely close to.

"Obviously, I am very upset that Ryan is

injured," said Sandy Hoppe, Taibl's mother,

"but I expect the team to still do well and I

am still rooting for the boys."

Taibl has a long road to recovery ahead

of him.

"The ultimate test that will show that I

can play again is if I can jump up and down

on one foot," Taibl said.

Doctors hope to clear him to begin

sprinting and making cutting movements by

Dec. 15. "I should be able to start playing

hard about a month after that," Taibl said.

"So by mid-January I should be back on the

field, and I can't wait."

Courtesy David Rogers

Taibl (middle) and teammates Stefan Melone (left) and Teddy Barry (right) celebrate

during last year's homecoming victory against York College of PA.

The Tampa
dead last in

Courtesy of code20pholog at flickr.com

Bay Rays and Evan Longoira have been one of the best stories in sports this year. After finishing

the major leagues the past two years, the Rays are now in the playoffs fighting for a ring.

By JOEY MERKEL
Sports Editor

Sorry, Cubs fans. I know people have been saying

"maybe next year" for 100 years (literally) but... maybe

next year. For the second year in a row, the Chicago Cubs

were swept out of the National League Division Series; this

year by Manny Ramirez and the Los Angeles Dodgers. The

Dodgers came into Chicago blazing hot and took out the

Cubs with pitching and clutch defense, not to mention the

long ball.

I wasn't doubtful of the Dodgers hitting, however I was

not sure if their starting pitching would be able to keep up

with Dempster, Zambrano and Harden. However, Billings-

ley was stellar in game two and Derek Lowe filled his play-

off repertoire even further going a strong six innings. In the

end, when the Cubs went to Los Angeles, their offense was

anemic and Rich Harden couldn't measure up to Hiroki

Kuroda's 6. 1 shutout innings. The Dodgers move on.

Without a strong outing by C.C. Sabathia, the Brewers

were all but sunk in the Division Series. Sabathia was not

able to carry his dominant performance during the regular

season into the playoffs not unlike he did last year with

Cleveland. The bottom line is that when it came down to

pitching, Cole Hamels, Brett Myers and Joe Blanton were

all superior, and there is no reason to believe they won't do

< BEAST ,
page 11

Team ofthe

Week

TheUMW equestrian

team finished in first

place in every event

at the Mount St.

Mary's Horse Show

this past week. They

are the first team in

the nation this year to

accomplish the feat.

Athlete of

, the Week

Cross country runner

Hayley Sullivan won

CAC Runner of the-

Week for the fourth

time this season after

being the first Divi-

sion III runner to

cross the finish line at

the George Mason In-

vitational this week.
— .


