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A radio discussion dy W. R. Beattie, Bureaju. of Plant Industry, " ^ 
delivered in the Department of Agriculture period of the National Farm '’f ^^riottltwe 
and Home Hour, hroadca/st hy a network of 48 associa.te NBC radio sta¬ 
tions, Monday, May 18, 1956. - 

Hello folks. I wish it were possidle for me to pay ea.ch ajid every 
one of you who are listening today a drief visit and spend a little time 
'is going over some of your prodlems connected with your gardens and the 
care of your home surroundings. We receive thousands of letters in the 
Department, letters written dy people all over the country, asking for 
information on how to plant a.nd cultivate this or tha.t crop, and es¬ 
pecially a.sking how to control some disease or insect that is troubling 
their crops. First I want to remind you that the United States Department 
of Agriculture is a dig institution with a large number of specialists who 
a.re ¥/orking on particular prodlems. Natura^lly these workers ha.ve the very 
latest information on the subject on which they are working and it often 
happens tha.t a letter containing several questions must be referred to sev¬ 
eral workers in order that aJl of the information may be supplied. This all 
talocs time and sometimes accounts for’ what may seem to you a long, long time 
before the reply to your questions reanhes you. 

Right here I v/ant to remind you tha.t the proper place for you to 
go for information in many ca.ses is your’ own State College or Experiment 
Station, Where you have a County Agricultural Agent in your county dy 
all means consult him first. He may have the information you ane seek¬ 
ing or in his collection he may have a State or Federa.l bulletin that 
gives exactly the information you are seeking. Already we are receiving 
letters asking what should be done to check some disease or insect that is 
destroying cucumber or melon vines. By the time we can get the information 
to you the disease or insect has probably done its work and your crop is 
a loss. You folks who live in the area infested bjr the Mexican Bean 
Beetle know that if you do not apply remedies when the beetles first appear 
that your beans will be lost. The same is true of the leaf-blights that 
affect tome-toes and cucumbers and melons, Bordeau mixture is the univer¬ 
sal spray mixture for the control, or rather prevention, of the va.rious 
rusts and leaf-spots that attack so many of our garden crops, but I wonder 
how many of you have copper sulpha.te and lime on hand from which you could 
make up a batch of bordeaux on short notice, 

I want to remind you that the information on insects and their con¬ 
trol is all furnished by the workers in the Bureau of Entomology and Plant 
Quarantine of the Department, and by the Entomologists of the State Col¬ 
leges and E:xperiment Stations, but any insect questions that you send to 
me will be promptly turned over to the proper persons for attention. 

Most of us as gardeners know from pa.st experience tha.t we are certadn 
to run into trouble from diseases and insects in our gardens and orchards 
during the growing season and it is essential tha.t we ha.ve the necessary 
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equipment and materials on hand to fi^ht these pests when they appear, or 
at least to ascertain that our local dealer has the necessary poisons and 
fungicides in stock so that we can get them at a moments notice. 

Right here I want to sound a. word of warming about the careless hand¬ 
ling and use of poisons 'for every sea.son there are reported cases of poison¬ 
ing from chemicals that are used for the control of insects or disea.ses 
of garden ard orchard crops. Another point, arsenate of lead and other 
poisons must not he applied to the edible portion of any food crop or to 
any pa.rt of the p].ant in ca.se its application might affect the edible part. 
There are on the market certain non poisonous prepa.rations, made largely 
from the flowers of pyrethrura, which will kill certain insects, but are harm¬ 
less to m.aa: and other animals. Fortunately most of the fungicides used for 
protecting our melon vines and other garden crops are only mildly poison¬ 
ous, but-even at that I would not advise any of you to take any chances. 

In closing today I want to remind you folks who have roses about 
your homes that the disease known as rose-leaf black-spot has a.lready ap- 
peaned in many places and that the roses should either be thoroughly sprayed 
with bordeaux mixture or dusted with dusting sulphur about every ten days 
to prevent the spread of this disea.se. Rusting sulphur is not the common 
sulphur tha.t you buy in the drug stores but a. special, very fine, form of 
sulphur that is prepared expressly for dusting plants. Incidentally it 
is this dusting sulphiir that is used very widely for the control of brown- 
rot of pea.chos, pliims and cherries. Rusting sulphur must be applied in ad¬ 
vance of the appearance of the disease in order to bo most effective. 
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