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2U&IMLT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, JOist Airborne :dvislion
LAirmobile), Period Endlng 31 July 1970, tCS CLýuh-65 (1I) (0)

I. V,) Operations: 3igolficant Activities.

a. ('-) Operations.

(1) (Veration TEKt3 2TAH commenced on 1 April 1970 and has continued
throiLghout the entire period of this report. The operation was developed in
close coordination and cooperation with the lot laf Div (kAbVK) and Thus Thier,
Province and Sector officials to continue to provide territorial security
for the accomplishment of pacification and development in the populated low-
lands; deny the enemy access to the populace and resources in the coastsl
areas; and to seek out and destroy enemy forces, base areas, and miche sites.

(a) The let and 3d &ies and reconnaissance assets of the division have
been employed to maintain a protective shield beyond the periphery of the p,pulated
lowlands of Thus Thien Province to prevent incursions of enemy force3 into the
populated area, and insure a secure environment for continued progress of the
province pacification and development program for 1970. The bdes operated in
close coordination with the l1t, 3d, and 54th Regts (kFVN), conducting exten-
sive patrols, surveillance, and security operations in assigned AOs to deny the
use of these areas to the enemy. Combat operations by infantry elementn were
supported by direct and general support artillery fires, provided frnm mutually
supporting fire support bases, secured by elements of the bde and locr~ted on
a broad front beyond the jsriphery of the lowland areas. Combined airmobile
operations were conducted within assigned A09 to eliminate enemy forces, base
areas, and cache sites.

(b) The 2d Bde has been employed in the populated lowlands, piedmont and
eastern edge of the canopy in coordination with the 3d and 54th Rehgs (ARVN),
to coordinate and support the pacification and development program, corduct
security operations on the edge of the canopy, and secure sustained fire support
bases to provide direct support artillery cowerage of the area of operations.
The 2d Bde coordinated and directed assistance for the ten rural districts of
Thus Thien Province and assisted in the achievement of the esiht goals of the
1970 Pacification and Development Plan (Reported in ORLL for period ending 30
April 1970).

(c) An informal area coordination committee (ACC) was established, composed
of the CG, let Inf Div (ARVN); Province Chief, Thus Thien Province; CG, 101st
Abn Div (Ambl), and the Senior Advisor CORDS, to insure that the efforts of all
forces operating in the province are in agreement and focused toward the same
objectives and goals. Through this means, priorities were established for
pacification, civic action projects, and the employment of military forces
required to upgrade the degree of security and promote pacification and develop-
ment in specified areas.

Croup -4
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(AirmoulAe), Period Ending 11 July 1970, RC-" S"1'"-'5 (1Q) (1)

(2) The division assumed operationa! control of Det B-52, 5th SFG (A)
(Project Delta), on 10 May 1970 at. SFOB Mai Loc, YD09¥451l. The detachment t,'var,
Operation BAhBEh GiLADE on 15 May to conduct deotp cover,. reconnaissance tnd tactic-
aI exploitation of intelligence and to interdict enemy infiltration and supr•,y
routes in the Khe Sanh Plain and Da Krong River Valley areas. These operations
continued until 9 June, when the detachment terminated operations in western
Quang Tri Province and prepared for movement to Nha Trang, 1PVN, for stand down.
On 25 June Det B-52, 5th SFG (A) resumed special reconnaissance operations
in the Delta AO, until 30 June 1470, when Operation BARBER GLADE was terminated.
The detachment con ucted a total of 38 ground operations, inserting elements
to perform area and route reconnaissance and bomb damage assessment of air,
artillery, and ARA strikes. The detachment accounted for 15 enemy KIA, 10 enemy
trucks, two bulldozers, and a large amount of supplies destroyed along Poute 616.
Intelligence gathered by the detachment indicated that Route 616 was the main
supply route for enemy units In Quang TrM Province and the Laotian Salient area.
The detachment also concluded that there was no indication of movement of mat',or
enemy units in the area of operation, although the short duration of the second
phase of the operation (25-30 June) precluded a complete and thorough coverage
of the AO (After Action Report submitted separately by Det B-52, 5th SFG (A)).

(3) Operation CLINCH VALLEY was initiated at 091315 July in response to
the discovery of the 9th Regt, 304th NVA Division, infiltrating into South
Vietnam. The mission of the 101st Abn Div (Ambl) was to provide combat support
and combat service support for operations by the 1st Inf Div (ARVN) in the
KHE SANH Plateau. During the operation, elements of the 3d Bde and 3d hevt,
1st Inf Div (ARVN) were employed in western Quang Trn Province to locate and
destroy elements of the 9th NVA Regt, discovered by armed aerial reconnaissance
elements on 8 July (After Action Interview Report submitted separately). Artillery
was provided by XXIV Corps, 101st Abn Div (Ambl), let ot' Div (ARVN), and the
1st Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech) to support reconnaissance in force operations by
the 1st and 2d Battalions, 3d hegt (ARVA). FRAGO 25 (CLINCH VALLEY) to OPORD
2-10 (TEXAS STAR) suspended combined operations by the 3d Bde in the vicinity
of fire support/operations bases (FS/OB) AIRBORNE, GOODMAN, and BRADLEY to
located and destroy enemy rear service areas.

(4) Operation CHISAGO PEAK/LAM SON 363, in the mountains northeast of the
A SHAU Valley, was originally scheduled to commence on 10 July, but was post-
poned with the committment of assets to Operation CLINCH VALLEY. The combined
operation, employing elements of the let Bde and 3d Regt (ARVN), was rescheduled
to commence on 16 July and was to be conducted in two phases. Phase I (prepar-
ation) provided for a program of intensive preparatory fires by artillery,
B-52, and tqctical air south of FS/OB RIPCORD, in the FS/oB AIRBORNE/BRADLEY
GOODMAN area, to deny enemy use of the terrain and destroy cache sites and base

2
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"areas. Fisrsistwnt %nd non-persis'en CS uninitions were employed to deny enpmy
use of infiltration routes, for terraisv restriction, and fire suppression.

Phase II (offensive) provided for the occupation of FS/OB MAURYEIE on 25
July by one US battalion, occupation by artillery on 2R and 29 Ju)j, and
insertion of two battalion3 of the 3d hept (AhVN) on 30 July, to locate end
destroy enemy cache sites, logistical facilities, and interdict routes of
resupply and communication of the 803d and 29th NVA Regiments.

(5) FS/OB hIWrOhD was opened in April 19-0 as a key forward fire support
base in the division's summer offensive plan amiinst the 803d end 29th NVA
Regiments. The fire supnort base was occupied and secured on 11 April by
Co C, 2d Bn (Ambl), 5c)th Inf. Poor weathe-r in the division A" delayed the
movement of the battalion CP and Btry B, 2d Bn (Ambl), 319th A.-:oy until 16
April. Btry C, 11th Arty (ARVN) was positioned on the firebase on 17 ADril
to provide support for two battalions of the Ist Regt (ARVN). The light CP,
1st Regt (ARVO) collocated on the firebase with the CP, 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th
Inf on 18 April, to facilitate combined operations in the area.

(a) The 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf continued security, patrol and ambush
operations in the vicinity ofS/OB hIPCORD without sinificant enemy attacks,
until 1 July 1970. The period 1-23 July was marked by increased enemy attacks
by fire on and around the firebase and numerous ground attacks a A•inst units
operating in the vicinity of thq firebase.

(b) In early July it became obvious that NVA forces were massing in an
attempt to control the RIPCORD area. Elements of the 6th NVA Pegt concentrated
around the FS/OB generally to the north and west, joining the 29th and 803d NVA
Regiments, operating east of the A SHAU Valley, south and southeast of FS/OB
RIR¶ORD. With the steady increase of indirect and anti-aircraft fire, and
enemy ground attacks in the RI}KORD area, it became apparent, by the third week
in July, that the cost and effort required for the self-defense of the firebase,
placed the saccessful accomplishment of operations in the BRADLEI/AIRBORNE
area in jeopardy.

(c) The closing ofFS/OB RIPKORD would mak. troops available for offensive
use against enemy supply caches and logistic installatione to the- rear of
NVA forces massed around RIPKORD. The cache sites in the AIRBORIE/BRADLEY
area were believed to be part of the base areas of the 803d and 29th NVA Regi-
ments. The concentration of NVA forces around RIPUORD would further facilitate
operations in areas to the south and southeast. Therefore, the decision to
extract from RIR;ORD was made.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(d) lIHO|,D operatlons were highly succesoful, ,Auninp. heavy NVA cn-uftlt.1Pn

and drawing the enemy from his chche nites. llts manina. of forcen arund the

firehane presented numernuR tarrets vulnerable to henvy air and art.il'ry fir'.n.

Th,, 2d fn (Ambl), 506th Inf wan extracted, aRntdFS/OB hIPUOi'I wa.s nloned on

23 July.

(6) G3 Air Activltles:
(a) During the r~porti~.( period, clone air nupr q sorties were flown

In the division are't of operntlon an follows:

MA .Jim iniz

Preplanned sortien 370 724 1130

Iimndlate mortlen 261 103 207

C-ombat sky spots 305 127 80

Flareships 17 13 15

Gunshtpn (3pooky, 36 46 37

3hadow, And Stinger)

(b) Tactical air strikes expended 7818 tons of bombs And 532 tons of

napalm durinv the reportini- period.

(7) Enemy losses during the reporting period:

-_ntacjs KIA KBA* KBH* PW CwG GSWC

May 372 407 44 67 2 81 33

June 300 223 9 7R 6 65 21

-July 431 643 20 232 6 63 43

TotAln 1103 1273 73 377 14 209 97

" Killed by artillery and killed by helicopter figures included in KIA fipures.

4
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(8) Friendly losses durinp the reporting period:

Ig I NBD NLj Tota

HHC/Div 0 0 0 0 0 0
MI/1 Bde 0 0 0 0 2 2

HHC/2 Bde 0 1 0 0 1 2
HRC/3 Bde 2 4 0 C 0 6
3/187 13 67 1 4 5 90
1/327 9 51 0 5 13 78
2/32" 3 41 0 2 1-4 60
1/501 6 27 0 2 36 71
2/501 41 211 2 2 18 274
1/502 2 8 0 1 14 25
2/502 25 i64 0 4 19 212
1/506 39 154 9 1 16 219
2/506 35 208 4 1 28 276
3/506 13 37 0 0 9 59
DIVARTY 18 149 0 3 28 198
101 Avn Gp 29 7r0 2 8 17 126
DISCOM 9 18 0 2 9 38

2/17 12 56 0 7 7 82
L/.5 (Rr) 7 23 0 0 0 30
326 Ergr 3 18 0 0 4 25
501 Sig 3 3 0 0 0 6
loi MP 0 0 0 0 0 0
265 0 2 0 0 0 2

TOTAL.S 269 1312 18 42 240 1881

(9) Operations Narrative. See inclosure 1.

b. (C) Training.

(1) The seven-day program for battalion refresher training was initiated
on 12 May 1970. This program provides two days for troop movement (the first
and last) and five days for the conduct of training and recreation. Companies
are rotated for one-day stand downs at Eagle Beach during the five-day training
period, allowing one day of recreational stand down and four days of training
for each company. During the reporting period, all infantry battalions
conducted refresher training, and three battalions completed a second refresher
training cynle. Under the previous battalion refresher trainixw progr=a,

5
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infantry battalions conducted ten daysi of t|Rining on a rotational basis.
A separate program for recreational stand down was conducted, allowing
infantry battalions a three-day recreational period at Eagle Beach, on a
rotational basis. This separate program caused the time required for a
complete cycle of battalion refresher training to be excessive. The system
was not flexible enough to respond to operational requirements, causing
several postponements of refresher training. The nov system is more respor.iwv
to operational requirements because of it3 decreased length and the fusion of
recreational and training stand downs. it allow.- infantry battalions to
conduct refresher training every 50-60 days. This increased freQuency of
training periods enables more effective integration of replacements, correctinn
of unit tactical weaknesses, and implementation of lessons learned.

(2) A ranger strike operations course was organized at the Screaming
Eagle Replacement Training School to train the Hac Bao (Black Panthers)
Reconnaissance Company of the lst Znf Div (ARVN) in the use of airmobile
techniques during small unit raids against selected enemy targets. The
training program is eight days in duration, with subject areas in map reading

and land navigation, small unit airmobile operations, patrolling, and the use
of demolitions. The training program is concluded'with a field exercise
against a target in the division reconnaissance zone, selected from division
intelligence sources. Instruction is conducted by SERTS cadre; a special
cadre team composed of one officer and four enlisted men from Company L
(Ranger), 75th Inf; and specialized instruction presented by the 326th Engr
Bn, the 326th Mod Bn, and the G2 imagery interpretation section. Interpreters
are provided by the 1st It Div (AReN). The cadre team from Co L (Ranger),
75th Inf accompanies the platoon in all training, to include the field
exercise. During the period of this report, three platoons completed the
training, and an additional three platoons were scheduled to receive the
training during the month of August.

(3) The division continued its intensified training program in the pop-
ulated lowlands with one dedicated battalion and a varying number of mobile
training teams. The dedicated battalion is assigned the mission of conducting
operations in Phu Loc District, employing 100 percent of its assets and resources
in pacification and development and upgrading the combat effectiveness of
territorial forces. The district has had a long record of Viet Cong Infra-
structure (V;I) incidents. The battalion assists the district chief in all
aspects of his administration, training, and operations. To accomplish this
mission, the battalion headquarters is collocated with the district head-
quarters, and elements of the battalion conduct joint operations with Regional
Force, Popular Force, and Peoples Self Defense Force units, down to and includ-
ing squad level. All operations are integrated with those of the district
forces. In coordination with MACV mobile advisory teams (MAT) and sector

6
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officials, RY and PF units are rotated to Phu Loc District to receive train-
tng with the dedicated battalion. On-the-job training is provided by the
dedicated battalion through coordination with th'ý district chief and district
senior advisor. Training 12 tailored to the specific requirements of the
unit being trained and is conducted primarily with equipment on hand and
available to the unit being trained. In addition to the dedic!1ted battalion,
mobile training teams are provided by elements of the 2d Brigade to train and
assist RF, FF, and PSDF forces throughout the lowland area. From 20 to 22
mot ile training teams (MTT) were provided during the reporting period to
assist territorial force commanders in the conduct of combat/securlty oper-
ations and training as renuired. The concept of employment of MTTs was
changed on 19 May 1970 at the renuest of GVN officials. The primary role
of the MTT had been to provide formal training. This has been chanRed to the
technique of on-the-spot corrections durinp the conduct of operations as the
orimary instructional vehicle. Formal classes are presented only upon request
of end for specific instruction desired by GVN officials. Three types of
MTTs are employed. District (subsector) teams are organized to assist the
district staff in improving training and operational effectiveness of PF
platoons and PSDF in the district. Three of these teams were deployed as
of 31 July 1970. Regional Force group teams are organized to maintain liaison
between RF group headquarters and US battalions. They assist the RF vroup
comnander and staff in improving the operational effectiveness of the staff
and assiomed companies. Emphasis is placed on MTT participation with RF
companies on actual operations. Seven of these teams were deployed as of
31 July 1970. Separate regional force company teams are organized to improve
the operational effectiveness of the separate PLY companies by assisting and
advising the RF company comnader in the planning ani conduct of all combat/
security operations. Emphasis is placed on MTT participation durinp the con-
duct of operations. Twelve separate company teams were deployed as of the
end of this reporting period. All ?TMs operate in close coordination with
the district chief and district senior advisor to identify weaknesses and
take corrective action in an effort to upgrade the cc'Joat effectiveness of
the territorial forces. A fixed, rigid program ii avoided, and •ormal train-
inF is tailored to correct specific weaknesses of units. It is presented on
a level commensurate with the skills reouired by 'he unit to perform its
mission. During the three months of the reporting period, MTTs conducted
training for one RF company group, 25 separate RF companies, 20 PF platoons,
and 844 members of the PSDF. They also participated in seven RF group
operations, 99 company-size operations, 109 platoon-size operations, and 203
squad-size operations. This progrnm of intensified training, in the populated
lowlands of the division area of operntion has been extremely successful.
It has substantially improved the capability of local forces and, more
importantly, it has established a cadre that can continue its own development.

7
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(4) The I1lst Avn Gp (Cbt) (Ambl) conducted classes on pathfinder
operations from 4 to 15 may and from 25 May to 5 June. A total of 30
members of the lst Inf Div (AIVN) received this training. On 22 and 23
May, a training team from the 101st Airborne Division Supoort Command
(Amb.) conducted clas~ses on helicopter load preparation for 106 members of
the 49th AhVN Artillery Battalion at Dong Ha. Instruction included care,

maintenance, and capabilities of air items and general sling load prepAration
procedures for artillery units. The Ilost Airborne Division Artillery
(Ambi) provided four separate teams consisting of one officer and one N '0
to train artillery units of the Ist Inf Div (ARVN) in fire direction and
firinz battery procedures and techniques. Each unit received two weeks of
training, and a total of 14 ARVN artillery batteries received this in3truction.

(5) During the reporting period, a readiness report was formulated for
Regional Force (EF), Popular Force (PF), and Peoples' Self Defense Force
(PSDF) elements. Data for the report are collected from Territorial Forces
Evaluation System (TFES) reports, PjDF status reports, and weekly MTT reports.
The readiness report provides a concise and comprehensive evaluation of the
readiness level of four major areas of development - personnel, equipment,
training, and operational proficiency. Reports are prepared arch month. The
first two monthly reports were completed during this reporting re.riod. Initial
indications are the report will provide an effective means of evaluating
the development of territorial force units and will serve as a aseful
management tool for the deployment of divisional MTT resources.

c. (C) Chemical.

(1) General. The division chemical section, with operational control
of the 20th Chemical Detachment (UBRU) and the 10th Chemical Platoon (03),
performed a variety of chemical missions in supoort of division operations
during the reporting period. A discussion of each type mission follows.

(a) Airborne Personnel Detector (APD) Operations. The Airborne Person-
nel Detector continued to be employed as an intelligence gathering device to
supplement and/or confirm other intelligence concerning enemy locations and
activity. During April, all APD missions were conducted by the ?d Souadron
(Airmobile), 17th Cavalry. Beginning in May, missions were performed by the
13t and 3d Brigades as well as by the 2d Sodn (Ambl), 17th Cay. A total of
128 missions were conducted during the reporting period. APD reading indicated
several areas where enemy activity had significantly increased, assisting the
ability of division units to engage the enemy during his incursions into for-
ward base areas. Routes of infiltration were engaged with artillery and air
strikes.
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(b) Aerial Flame Uperftion:j. Aerial flamt3 missions were '_onfucted in
ar-hi bali-eved to be booby trapped, to clear fields of fire aroun-i fire
support b3ses, to clear and expand landinv zones, anA to destroy susaected
enemy positions an-! cache sites. both tH47 and UJHIH aircraft were used In
flame Irop operations. A total of 52 flame missions was conducted durinr
the! period. As the weather in the division AO improved an-i division units
moved deep into the canopy, several new forward fire sup-ort bases were
constructed and several abanlonod bases reoccupied. ixxtensive clearing
operations were con iucted around perimeters to facilitate visual observatinn
and to provide fields of fire. bulk flame drops, u31':. eight to ten 55-
gallon drums of thickened fuel, were con-lurted utilizing an external sling
load from a CH47 helicopter. In April and May, a total of 199P irums of
thickened fuel was dropned in 240 sorties durinv clearin, operations. The
nrincipal fire supnort bkises cleared were RIPGO10, GR.ANITE, GIADIATOij,
AKKASAN, FALCON, VEGREL, MT'IK-r, KATHRYN, BRICK, and SHOCK. A major flame
project was initiated and completed for the 2d IOK Marine Brigade in an
area 20 kilometers south of Da Nanp during the months of April and May.
The project was conducted to assist in clearing a booby trapped area, which
had been chosen for resettlement by Vietnamese civilians, and to provide
technical assistance and training for the hOK forces in the development of
their own flame program. During the operation, 870 drums of thickened
fuel were dropped in 87 aircraft sorties. A total of 13 secondary explosions
was observed during the drops. The division provided a CH4 7 helicooter and
necessary personnel for the execution of the mission. Division chemical
officers explained concepts of employment and operational technioues in
briefings at the FOK brigade headruarters. ROK forces assisted in the
oneration by marking target areas and rigging drop nets. As a result of
trmining providei by the division, hOK forces commenced their own flame drop
program in coordination with the 1st Marine Division. During the month of
May, three heavily booby trapped landing zones were cleared using flame fuel.
As a result of the six sorties conducted, 27 large secondary explosions
occurred.

(c) CS Operations. Bulk CS2 missions were conducted, using both organic
CU47 helicopters and Air Force high performance aircraft on routes of infiltra-
tion in the division reconnaissance zone. The drops and bombings were tarretel
to restrict heavy vehicular traffic, thus inLerdicting enemy tactical and
loalstic advances into forward base areas. Loe.ds consisting of 55-gallon
drums of CS2, rigged with the XM925 impact fuze and burster system, were
dropoed from CH47 aircraft from an approximate height of' 4000 feet. Bulk
CS2 missions, u3ing BLU52 bombs, were conducted by Air Force high performance
aircrnft. These bombs were lirected against roads leading into the northern
A SHAU and the DA KRONG River Valley. Tactical CS missions were conducted

9
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against suspected enemy locations, during combat assaults, in supnort of
artillery rnids, luring search operationz, and in support of combined US/
ARVN operations. Tactical CS was emoloyed in support of a Ist Brigade
artillery and air raid covering three distinct target areas. IJHIH helicopters
delivered CS on all targets. Two aircraft carried ten E158 CS canisters,
while a third dropped lb to 20 rocket tube assemblies, each containing 20
M7A3 CS grenades. Canisters were dropped from a height of 1000 feet, while
grenades were delivered at low level. A total of 80 canisters and '10 grenades
were dropped during the operation.

A tactical CS mission was conducted to support a search operation of the
2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav. Four E158 CS canisters were dropped on tarret areas
along the sweep route. Weather conditions did not adversely affect the retention
of CS in the canopy vegetation. No ill effects were experienced by friendly
ground troops.

A tactical CS mission employing 37 E158 canisters was conducted in supoort
of a combined US/ARVN operation in the vicinity of FS/OB HENDERSON. To
support troop insertions, munitions were employed on enemy mortar and automatic
weapons positions directed against the proposed landing zones. Throughout
the operation, tactical CS was employed on nine separate occasions on suspected
enemy locations and during combat assaults without ill effects to friendly
troops.

(d) Aerial Defoliation Operations. Diesel defoliation missions were
conducted around fire support bases in the piedmont area, where herbicides,
such as Agent Blue, could not be used due to the Droximity of friendly
crops. The diesel spray retarded the growth of the foliage and assisted in
burning. Targets included areas adjacent to CAMP EAGLE, CAMP EVANS, and
FS/OB BIRMINGHAM to clear fields of fire.

Herbicide defoliation missions, using Agent Blue, to reduce foliage were
executed against major NVA infiltration routes west of FS/OB RIPCORD. Areas
around FS/OB BASTOGNE and VEG.EL, and houte 547 connecting thea, were sprayed
to create and preserve fields of fire. Plans were formulated to conduct
increased herbicide operations around permanent fire support bases with the
approach of the dry season.

(e) Smoke Operations. Smoke operations in support of combat assaults
were conducted by the 158th Aviation Battalion (Ambl). The XM52 Integral
Smoke Generator was used to create smoke screens which effectively obscured
enemy observation, limiting his capability to concentrate wall aimed fire on
assaulting troops and aircraft.

10
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The M4A2 smoke pot was used by the Ist Brigade In conjunction with
psychological operations. A column of smoke, lasting for a five hour period,
was created and used as a reference point for eney soldiers desiring to rally.

(2) Statistics: The following statistics pertain to chemical operations

during the reporting period:

TYPE MISSION NUMBER OF MISSIONS AMOUNT

Airborne Personnel Detector 128 N/A

Flame Drop 52 1,989 drum

Tactical CS 25 459 E158R2 and 8)

M7A3 grenades

Sulk CS 16 56 drums and 76 BLU 52

Fougasse Emplacement N/A 131 positions

Ruscn -lare Emplacement N/A 18 positions

Aerial Lofoliation (Herbicide) 17 4,310 gallons

Aerial Doioliation (Diesel) 1 550 gallons

Protective Masks Inspected N/A 4,265 masks

Bunker Seeding N/A 105 JUEPOS

11

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

A VDG-GC
SIIBTECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 101st Airborne Ihvusiora

(Airmobile), Period Fnding 31 Julyr1970, RCS CSFOP -65 ('1Z) W)

d. (C) Intelligence.

(I) Enemy Situation

(a) At the beginning of the reporting period, enemy units were located

as follows:

I In Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue (MB TTH). local force companies
wpre operating in their traditional areas of operation - Phong Dien Special
Action rrnit (PDSAU, formerly C113) vicinity Phong Dien (D), Quang Dien
Spe-cial Action Unit (Qr)SAU, formerly C114), vicinity YD4724, Cl 15 vicinity
YD0614, and C 116 vicinity YD8304. The Phu Vang Special Action Unit
(PVSAUJ) was unlocated. The Hue City Reconnaissance Battalion (HCRB) was
located vicinity YD6514. The Phu Loc Special Action Unit (PLSAU ,formerly
the Phu Loc Armed Battalion) and the 4th NVA Regiment continued to operate
in the Phu Loc mountains. The 4th NVA regiment headquarters was located
vicinity YC9781 with the K4C Battalion vicinity ZC0193, and the K4B Battal-
ion vicinity ZC1896. The 5th NVA Regiment was deployed south and south-
west of Hue, with the headquarters vicinity YC5282; the 804th Infantry Battal-
ion vicinity YC8195, the 810th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD5715, the 439th
Infantry Battalion vicinity YC6297, the K3Z Rocket Artillery Battalion vicinity
YC7299, the Chi Thua I Sapper Battalion vicinity YC6995, and the Chi Thua
IN Sapper Battalion vicinity YC7290. The 6th NVA Regiment was deployed in
the canopy south of Phong Dien (D), with the regimental headquarters vicinity
YD3216; the 800th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD2922; the 802d Infantry Battal-
ion vicinity YDZ010; the 806th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4622; the K35
Rocket Artillery Battalion vicinity YD3620, and the KIZ Sapper Battalion
vicinity YD3423. The 29th and 803d NVA Regiments of the 324B Division were
operating east of the A Shau Valley just south and southeast of the 6th NVA
Regiment. The 29th NVA regiment headquarters was located vicinity YD4405,
the 7th Infantry Battalion YD5307, the 8th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4705,
and the 9th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4907. The 803d NVA regiment head-
quarters was located vicinity YD3415, with the 1st Infantry Battalion vicinity
YD3616, and ?.d Infantry Battalion vicinity YD441, and the 3d Infantry Bat-
talion vicinity YD3310. The headquarters of the 324B Division war in Base
Area 611 with M3RTTH headquarters. The 675th NVA Artillery Regiment
remained in Base Area (11. The IIA Reconnaissance Battalion headquarters
was located vicinity YC3298. The 7th Front was located in the vicinity of
former Base Area 101, with headquarters vicinity YD)931, the 808th Infantry
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Battalion vicinity YD233•, the 814th [n/antry Battalion vicinity YD3737, the

K•4 Rocket Artillery Battalion vicinity YDZ636, the KI0 S•pper Battalion

vicinity YD3133, the Kll Sapper Battalion vicinity YDZ84Z, and the KIZ
Transportation Battalion vicinity YD1327. The 812th NVA Regiment was
engaged in logistic activity in support of the 7th Front, with its headquarters
vicinity YDZ025, the 4th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD2428, the 5th Infantry
Battalion vicinity YD00Z30 and the 6th Infantry Battalion vicinity YDZOZS.

Z In the B• (DMZ) Front, at the beginning of the reporting period, there
were ten units operating in the DMZ and in westernOuang Tri (P). The 5Zd
NVA Regiment, 320th Division remained in the northwestern corner of Quang
Tri {P). The Z46th NVA Regiment was operating in the western portion of
the central DMZ, with headquarters vicinity XD9371, the let Infantry Battal-
ion vicinity XD9455. the 2d Infantry Battalion-icinity XD83630 and the 3d
Infantry Battalion vicinity XD9461. The headquarters of the Z7th NVA Regi-
ment was located vicinity YD066g with the let Infantry Battalion vicinity
YD0563, the Zd Infantry Battalion vicinity YD0570, and the 3d Infantry Bat-
talion vicinity YD0459. The 75th Anti-Aircraft Battalion was operating
vicinity XD9561o The 84th and 164th NVA Artillery Regiments were alter-
hating fire support responsibility in the central DMZ area. The headquarters
of the 84th NVA Artillery Regiment was located vicinity XD9874, and the
headquarters of the 164th NVA Artillery Regiment was located vicinity YDI090.
The IZ6th Naval Sapper Regiment was located vicinity ¥DZIg9. The newly
arrived 66tb NVA regiment headquarters was located vicinity YD0335, with
the 7th Infantry Battalion vicinity XD9841, the 8th Infantry Battalion vicinity
YD0138, and the 9th Infantry Battalion located in the Ba Long Valley. For-
ward elements of the 304th Division were operating south of the Khe Sanhi
Plateau vicinity XD8438. E!ements of the Z7th Battalion, 31st NVA Regiment
were operating in the Quang Tri (P) lowlands, with the battalion and regi-
mental headquarters in North Vietnam, vicinity YDII85. The Z70th NVA
Regiment remained located north of the Eastern DMZ vicinity YD1986. The
33d Sapper Battalion, B5 Front was operating in the vicinity of XD9939.

{b) May 1970 1
] There was a significant increase in activity by NVA units in Military

Region Tri-Thien-Hue (MRTTH) during the month. The 5th and 6th Indepen-
dent Regiments were 2esponsible for attacks by fire on Allied installations
in the lowlands. Enemy activity and PW reports confirmed the eastward
deployment of the 812th NVA Regiment. The mission of the 81Zth was to
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protect rear areas and support 7th Front and 6th Regiment incursions ino
the populated lowlands of Hai Lang and Phong Dien Districts. A PW, (ap-
tured on 4 May, listed as a penetration agent for MRTTH, stated that the
7th Front had the m~ission of reconnaissance and attack on the boundary areas

of Hai Lang and Trieu Phong Districts. Quang Tri (P). in order to demon-
strate the strength of the VC/NVA movement to villagers in these areas.
7th Front incursions into Hai Lang (D) later in the month confirmed this
mission. A PW report on 4 May indicated that elements of the 6th Regiment
had linked up with the 803d NVA Regiment in order to coordinate rear service

activities vicinity FS/OB RIPCORD and Co FRung. US forces operating
vicinity FS/OB GRANITE and FS/OB MATIREEN encountered heavy 12. 7mrn,
mortar, RPG, and small arms fire during the month of May. The discovery

of 6 0mm--n and 82mm CS mortar rounds at YD4411 (I KM E of FS/OB
MAUREEN) and the use of chemi.-al delay fused mortar rounds at FS/OB
KATHRYN indicated that the 803d NVA Regiment received logistic priority
along Route T7 during April and early May.

2 DMZ activity during the month of May was characterized by attacks
by fire in the FS/OB FULLER/CAMP CARROLL area. The presence of the
66th Regiment, 304th NVA Division, in the Da Krong River Valley increased
the enemy threat in central Quang Tri (P). The 66th Regiment launched two
sapper attacks on Allied firebases during the month, resulting in heavy enemy
losses. The 66th Regiment was the target of a B5Z strike ear*y in the month,
resulting in 97 NVA KIA. Aerial surveillance in the 66th NVA Regiment area
of operations indicated heavy logistic activity in the vicinity of the Laotian

Salient.

(c) Junie 1970

I In Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue, the 7th Front remained inactive
throughout the month, possibly recovering from losses suffered in late May
following incursions into Hai Lang (D). The 812th, 803d, and Z9th NVA
Regiments continued to occupy well established r.aountain base areas east of
the Da Krong and A Shau Valleys. The mission of these units was to lure
US and ARVN forces deep into the canopy, leaving the coastal lowlands exposed
to infiltration ly the 7th Front in southwestern Quang Tri (P) and by thie 4th,
5th, and 6th Independent Regiments in Thua Thien (P). The 81Zth NVA Regi-
ment continued to provide logistic support to the 7th Front and to support
attacks against ARVN firebases in the central canopy. The 29th NVA Regiment
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shifted its area of operation west to avoid detection and destruction by Allied
forces applying pressure from the east. The 803d NVA Regiment showed
signs of increased offensive activity and attack preparations in the FS/OB
RIPCORD and FS/OB MAUREEN areas. The 4th NVA Regiment launched
a coordinated attack against five allied installations in Phu Loc District on

10 June and then returned to its normal low level of activity for the remain-
der of the month. The 5th and 6th NVA Regiments increased the number of
attacks by fire against Allied forces using 60mm and 82rnm rr..rtars and
1Z2mm rockets.

2Enemy DMZ activity during the month oF June was at is lowest level
since prior to April 1970. Enemy forces in the central DMZ reduced their
attacks by fire in the FS/CB FULLER/CAMP CARROLL area in order to
resupply and reposition in preparation for future offensive actions in July
or August. During the month, there was a significant increase in activity
in western Quang Tri (P) and in the Laotian Salient. There were indications
that the 9th NVA Regiment, 304th Division was infiltrating into the area to
join the 66th NVA Regiment. On Zi June, a map overlay was captured in
the Vietnamese Salient by the HAC BAO Company, Ist Infantry Division (ARVN),
showing telephone lines from forward elements of the 304th Division, located
in the Laotian Salient, to the 7th Front located to the northeast.

(d) July 1970

(1) In Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue, U' ) majority of enemy initiated
activity was recorded in the FS/OB RIPCORD area, where elements of the
6th and 803d NVA Regiments had begun tc mass, On 17 July, the firebase
received 120n-mn mortar fire. This was the first use of that weapon in the
MRTTH area of operation in over 18 months. The enemy continued to inten-
sify his muortar and ground attacks against US units operating vicinity FS/OB
RIPCORD until 23 July, when the firebase was closed. There was a signifi-
cant decrease in 29th NVA Regiment activity, with indications that the unit
had withdrawn west. At the beginning of the month, elements of the 7th Front
tried again to enter eastern Quang Tri (P) lowlands, resulting in 135 NVA
KIA and 17 PWs captured. Enemy units were identified as the 806th Battal-
ion, 7th Front, reinforced by the 1at Company, K6 Battalion, 812th NVA
Regiment and a signal squad from the K4 Battalion, 812th Regiment. Activity
in the 4th and 5th NVA Regiment areas of operation remained at a low level,
except for attacks by fire against Allied installations in the lowlands in early
July.
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(2) In the B5 (DMZ) Front, enemy initiated activity was relatively light

in July, although movement throughout the DMZ continued at a high level.

The number of attacks by fire declined from 67 in June to 45 in July. During

the latter part of July, in the central DMZ, the 84th and 164th Artillery

Regiments resumed attacks by fire on FS/OB FULLER and C-2 Combat

Base. Ground contacts decreased by approximately 50%. The most signifi-

cant contact during the month occurred in western Ouang Tri (P) on 8 July,
when Allied forces suprised elements of the 9th NVA Regiment, 304th NVA

Division, attempting to infiltrate into SVN. Air Cavalry elements and troops,

supported by helicopter gunships, engaged and killed 139 NVA in the Khe

Sanh plains and captured four PWs. The PWs stated that the lot and 2d Bat-

talions of the 9th Regiment were to control the region in the vicinity of Khe

Sanh and south of the Ba Long Valley. They also stated that elements of the

2d Battalion, 246th NVA Regiment were operating in western Quang Tri (P).

The presence of the 9th and 66th Regiments, 304th NVA Division confirmed

the enemy's determination to protect his lines of communication and base

areas which had been established in that area. This build-up of NVA forces

in western Quang Tri (P) also threatened Allied installations and population

centers north and northeast of the Ba Long Valley.

(e) At the end of the reporting period, enemy units were relocated as

follows:

I In Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue (MRTTH), Local force companies

relocated were the Phong Dien Special Action Unit, vicinity YD3528, the

Quang Dien Special Action Unit, vicinity. YD15122, and the Phu Vang Special

Action Unit, vicinity YC9398. The 5th NVA regiment headquarters was

relocated vicinity YC6382, with the 804th Infantry Battalion vicinity YC9398.

The 6th NVA Regiment, while still deployed in the canopy south of the

Phong Dien (D) piedmont, concentrated more around the FS/OB RIPCORD

area. Battalions of the 6th Regiment relocated were the 800th Infantry

Battalion vicinity YD3725, the 802d Infantry Battalion vicinity YD3018,

the 806th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4224, the K35 Rocket Artillery Bat-

talion vicinity YD3620, and the KI2 Sapper Battalion vicinity YD3423. The

29th and 803d NVA Regiments of the 324B Division were operating east of

the A Shau Valley just south and southeast of the 6th NVA Regiment. The 29th

NVA regiment headquarters was located vicinity YD4306, the 7th Infantry

Battalion vicinity YD4906, the 8th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4807, and

the 9th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4208. In late July, an unidentified

transportation battalion was reported to be operating vicinity YD2914. The

7th Front was still located in the vicinity of former Base Area 101, after
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having made several costly incursions into the lowlands during the reporting

period. The battalions relocated in the 7th Front were the 808th Infantry

Battalion vicinity YD3339, the 814th Infantry Battalion vicinity YDZ840, the

KI0 Sapper Battalion vicinity YD3534, the KII Sapper Battalion vicinity

YD2546. The 812th NVA Regiment continued logistical and offensive activity

in support of the 7th Front. The 4th Infantry Battalion was relocated vicinity

YD2834, the 5th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD1829, and the (,th Infantry Bat-

talion vicinity YD2730. The KI9B (AKA 20th) Sapper Battalion, 304th NVA

Division, under the operational control of the 812th Pegiment, was located

vicinity YDI9Z7.

2 In the B5 Front, at the end of the reporting period, there were eleven

units operating in the DMZ and western Quang Tri (P) areas. The 5Zd NVA

Regiment, 320th Division is no longer carried in the northwestern corner of

Quang Tri (P); it is most likely located in North Vietnam. At the end of the

reporting period, the Zd Infantry Battalion, 246th NVA Regiment was located

vicinity XD7944. Forward elements of the 304th NVA Division moved farther

south, vicinity XD992Z, and were reinforced by the newly arrived 9th NVA

Regiment. The 9th NVA regiment headquarters was located vicinity XD7738,
with the 1st Infantry Battalion located vicinity XD7740, the 2d Infantry Battal-

ion vicinity XD8236, and the 3d Infantry Battalion near the western Quang Tri

(P) border west of Khe Sanh. The understrength 66th NVA Regiment, 304th

Division was operating in western Quang Tri (P), with the headquarters element

vicinity XD9533, the 7th Infantry Battalion vicinity XD8832, the 8th Infantry

Battalion vicinity XD8930, and the 9th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD0530.

The 270th NVA Regiment remained located north of the eastern DMZ, vicinity

YD1986. with its 4th Battalion periodically making incusions south of the DMZ.

(2) Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) Activities in Thu& Thien (P)

(a) The number of VC/VCI related incidents decreased slightly from 47

in April to 42 in May. Kidnappinge, sabotage, and rice collections remained

at the same level as reported during April, while propaganda activity decreased

sharply. Terrorism and assassinations increased during May. Enemy attacks

by fire directed against ARVN and GVN installations in the lowlands increased

to five attacks during May, compared to two in April. That activity was

believed to have been politically rather than militarily motivated, due to the

numerous Vietnamese holidays in May. NVA infiltration into the lowlands

increased from three incursions in April to six in May. All of these incidents

occurred in Phu Loc (D), and can be attributed to elements of the 4th and 5th

NVA Regiments. This increase possibly means that NVA operations have been
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extended into the lowlands to aqsist VC(/VCI forces in disrupting the G'/N
pacification and development program. VC/VCI activity in Phong Dien i1-)
intensified during May, with increases in terrorism, sabotage, and kidnap-
ping. Further evidence confirmed the reorganization of the C113 Local
Force Company into local guerrilla units operating throughout Phong Dien
(1)). During the month of May 1970, a total of twenty-four VCI cadre was
elimin-ated by Allied operations iniThua Thien (P). Of this number, nine
were considered significant by current M.ACV standards.

(b) The number of VC/VCI related incidents decreased from 42 in
May to 36 in June. Of the total incjidents, 67% involved sabotage, kidnapping,
assassination, or terrorist activities. The'overall decrease of VC/VCI
related incidents c'an be attributed io a lull iA enemy activity from 19 to
25 June, when no incidents were reported. Ekerny activity resumed on
2b June and continued through the 4nd of thn rinth. During June, the
NVA launched a series of attacks b fire agai'rst Allied installations in
the lowlands. The enemy employe 60m mortars, 82mm mortars, and
122mm rockets during these attack . US installations shelled during
June include CAMP EVANS (4, 8, nd 26 June), CAMP EAGLE (twice
cn 26 June), FS/OB LOS BANOS ( June), and FS/OB TOMAHAWK
(10 June). FS/OB TOMAHAWK wa the only installation in which the
standoff attack was immediately fol owed by a ground assault. FS/OB
ROY, ar ARVN installation, was al o attacked by fire on 10 June. GVN
installations shelled during June include the Phy Trach Bridge (26 June),
Phong Dien (D) HQ (4 and 26 June), Phu Loc (D) HQ (10 June), and
Nuoc Ngot Bridge (10 June). It is important to note that the majority
of the attacks by fire occurred on 10 and 26 June. It is possible that
the 4th, 5th, and 6th NVA Regiments increased their offensive opera-
tions in the populated areas in order to take advantage of US and ARVN

presence in the western canopy. In Phu Vang (D), on 29 June, two
election officials were attacked by three VC/VCI, resulting in one
election official killed, one election official wounded, and one ARVN
soldier killed. The Primary VCI objective was to show the pop-Alace
what will become of those who actively participate in any activity which
would enhance GVN control of the populace. During the month of June,
a total of 31 VCI cadre was eliminated by GVN and Allied operations
within Thua Thien (P). Of this number, eleven were conidered signifi-
cant under current MACV standards,

18

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

A V W-;C
SIIR.1J'.CT. Operational Peport - lessons Learned. 101st Airborne Djivision

(Airmtobile). Period E.nding 31 July 1970. PCS CSFOP 4-,5 tpZ) Hri)

(The number cjf V(./V(CI relateid incidents increased from U, in
j'tine. to ',8 in July. Of the total incidents, SO%, involved sabotage, kidnapping,
;assassjnAtirjn, or terrorist incidents. The overall increase of VC/VCI
related activity can he attribiited to an increase of enemy activity in
J'hong Dlien and Narm Ifoa Di~stricts. An increase in rice collections was
noted throughout the lowlands, indicating that enemy terrorist activity
was hampered by the need for foodstuffs. VC,/VCI activity In Phong
D~ien (D) showed increases in acts of terrorism, kidnappings. assassina-
tions. and rice collectirin. The mrajority of terrorist incidents Involved
attacks by fire on GVIJ installations an~d hamlets. A mrnaked increase in
VC/VCI related incidents was noted in the resettlement areas of northern
11hong Dien (f)). These were the first significant incidents in the area
mince its founding in Jarnuary 1970. During July, enemy forces operating
in the lowland, launched a series of attacks by fire against Allied, APVN,
And (;VN installations. Allied bases shelled in ,July include CAMP E~AGLE
(7 .July). CAM[P EVANS (26, 28. and 29 July), FS/OB T-BONE (22 and
28 .July). and the VANH TPATJFI Training Center (5 July). Significantly,
two of the attacks by fire on (,AMP EVANS occurred during daylight
hours. There were mieven reported attacks by tire against GVN instal-
lations during .July, compared to six in .June. Attacks directed against
115 installations decreased from seven in .June to four in July. During
th#c month of July, a total of 24 VCI cadre wasn eliminated by GVN and
Allied operations within Thua Thien (P). Of this number, eight were
considered significant tinder MACV standards. The following table com-
parex the VC/VCI incidents for May (left), June (center), and July (right)
by district:

D~istrict Fi n/ Pc on Prop Sa b Intel Kid Assas Terror Total
JPhonR Dijen 0/0/1 0/1/1 4/3/2 0/0/0 1/1/2 0/0/1 3/4/5 8/9/12
lf'io~nR Dien 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0,0/0 0/0/0
0'aanR D~ien 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/1 /0 0/1/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/1 0/2/1
lfeionR 'rra 3/0/0 1/2/2 0/3/0 0/0/0 2/0/1 0/1/0 1/1/1 7/7/4
HIf-onR 'Thliy 0/0/1 1 '/1/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/0/0 1/0/0 1/0/1 4/l/2
P'hu yang 0/0/0 0/0/1 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/1/0 0/0/0 0/1/1
J'hu 'flhij 0/0/0 1/1/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 3/1/1 4/I/O 8/3/1
['hii Lor; (I,/ (II, 1/0/1 5/2/1 0/0/0 0/2/0 2/0/0 1/2/1 15/12/9
Vinh [Aoc 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/1 0/0/0 0/0/1
Namn l~oa 0/0/5 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/1/0 0/0/1 0/1/6
Ifie 0/0/0 0/0/1 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/1
TOTA 1 9/6/13 4/5/6 9/9/3 0/1/0 4/3/3 6/4/3 10/8/10 42/36/38
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(3) GZ Air Operations.

(a) Prior to I May, all photo and IR missions were passed to XXIV
Corps for processing. The direct support concept was introduced on I
May. All missions which Mohawk aircraft were capable of flying were
assigned by the 101st Abn Div (Ambl) directly to the 131st Surveillance
Airplane Company (SAC). This proved to be more effective and enabled
the division to establish priorities which resulted in a more responsive
surveillance plan.

(b) The 01-D sorties allotted from the 220th Reconnaissance Airplane
Company (RAC) were used in a new capacity. The aircraft were tasked to
fly night surveillance around fire support bases which had received indirect
fire during the hours of darkness. By sighting flashes and directing air-
strikes and artillery these night surveillance missions proved to be effec-
tive in reducing the intensity of enemy indirect fire.

(4) G2 Ground Surveillance Operations.

(a) On I June, the Dart I sensor readout station became operational.
After a two week evaluation period, the responsibility for the readout and
interpretation of sensors in the division reconnaissance zone passed from
the BATCAT (EC-121) aircraft to the Dart I facility at Quang Tri Combat
Base. Reports of sensor activations are passed immediately to the Ground
Surveillance Section, 101st Abn Div (Ambl) and 1at Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech)
via direct telephonic communication for quick reaction and intelligence use.

(b) During the reporting period, the number of ground monitor sites
increased to eleven with establishment of sites at FS/OB RIPCORD (YD3419),
FS/OB BRICK (YC8399), FS/OB KATHRYN (YD4711), FS/OB VEGHEL
(YD5503), and FS/OB RAKKASAN (YD4919). These additional sites reflect
the offensive posture of ground tactical units in their operations to the south
and west against elements of the 6th, 29th, and 803d NVA Regiments. At
the end of the reporting period, two of these sites, FS/OB RIPCORD and
BRICK, were closed, with relocations planned to support future operations.

(c) During the month of June, sensor-detected activity increased in

the division reconnaissance zone to over 100 activations per week. A high
of 190 was reached for the period 21-27 June. The major increases in
sensor-detected activity occurred along OL-9, Route 616, and Route 9222.
Confirmation of increased enemy activity in these areas, by visual reconnais-
sance, led to the employment of aerial bombardment and insertion of ground
units. 20
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(d) During the reporting period, the number of operational R F sensor
strings in the division area of operation, increased from 7b to a new high
of 147, enabling the divisiorn to meet its minimum goal of one set per rifle/
recon platoon. Operational USD/WIs increased from 42 to 63. Forty-two

Balanced Pressure systems (BPS) and seven Infrared Intrustion Detectors
(lIDs) were added to the inventory for base defense of Camp Hochmuth
(Phu Bai Combat Base).

(5) Counter Intelligence Section

(a) The CI Section, 101st Military intelligence Company, engaged in a
variety of activities in support of its primary mission of safeguarding the
101st Abn Div (Ambl) from enemy sabotage, espionage, and subversion. IG
and CI inspections of personnel, documents, and physical security programs
were conducted to detect and eliminate security hazards. Technical support,
in the form of fingerprinting, safe combination changes, recovery of lost
combinations, and repair of security containers, was continuously provided
both by division and supporting CI teams.

(b) Personnel security investigations, complaint type investigations,
and limited investigations to insure the validity of security clearances were
conducted in the division. Clearances for 1086 replacements were validated;
471 SECRET clearances were granted; 3568 local files checks were conducted;
and 431 intelligence record checks were forwarded to higher headquarters by
the personnel security investigations (PSI) section. Additionally, 115 BI
and NAC requests were processed.

(c) The base camp security program was enhanced by the establishment
of liaison with the Industrial Relations Division, Phu Bai. The intent of
this liaison is to increase the number and effectiveness of informants. During
the reporting period, the CI section recruited 30 new informants.

(6) G2 Plans/Order of Battle Section. The GZ plans/order of battle
section continued to monitor and record the enemy situation throughout north-
ern I Military Region, with increased emphasis in disseminating collected
intelligence. The order of battle handbook was updated during the reporting
period to maintain an accurate description of enemy units operating in Quang
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Tri and Thua Thien Provinces. The division intelligence coll!ctior nIan
was published on I June. The collection plan contains essential elerrerts
of information (EEI) needed on the enemy mission. organization. and area

of operation. Wide distribution of the plan was made to higher. adiacent,
subordinate, and supporting organizations with an intelligence co!lection
capability.

(7) Interrogation Section, 101st Military Intelligence Company. During
the reporting period, the interrogation section, 101st Military Intelligence
Company (Divisional) processed 13 prisoners of war (12 NVA, one VC), three
Hoi Chanh (NVA), and 124 batches of captured enemy documents.

(8) Weather. The Air Force weather team, 5th Weather Squadron,
continued to provide meteorological support for the 101st Abn Div (Ambl).
The weather team provides climatological information, weather forecasts
for individual flights by Army aviators, current weather reports for field
commanders, weather summaries used in the evaluation of past operations,
and daily weather advice and interpretation for the commanding general and
his staff.

(a) May 1970

1 During May, the total rainfall was normal, approximately eaual to
the mean average of 4. 0 inches. Due to the sporadic nature of precipitation
during the month, some areas received more rain than the mean. The
total rainfall was 4. 04 inches and occurred on 12 days, twice the normal
frequency. Thunderstorms occurred over the rnmontai.vs on 20 days Low
cloudiness occurred on more days than normal. Ceilings below 1500 feet
were observed on 8 days. No ceilings less than 300 feet were observed.
No fog occurred. The average-high temperature was 940F, and the average
low temperature was 77 0 F, both of which are 2°F warmer than the averages
expected for May.

2 May afforded the first full month of good weather throughout the
division AO. Airmobile operations were hampered on fiv.'e days during
May (14-16 and 20-21 May), and one B52 air sortie was cancelled on 13
May.

(b) Jur.e 1970

1 During June, the total rainfall was 4. 2 inches, 1. 2 inches above the
average. Precipitation fell on 11 days, twice the normal frequency.
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Thunderstorms occurred on eight days over the coastal plains and on Z2
days over the mountains. .;eilings below 1500 feet were observed on
three days. No ceilings of less than 300 feet were reported. Fog was
observed on two days. The av•-rage high temperature was 950F. and the

00
average low temperature was 79°F, both of which are 2 F warmer than
the average high/low for June.

2 Airmobile operations during June were relatively unrestricted except

during periodic afternoon thunderstorms. Tactical air moves were cancelled
on five days (4, 12, 13, 14, and 18 June) three of which (13, 14, and 18 June)
were significant.

(c) July 1970

1 The average rainfall over the coastal plain was 2. 50-inches, which
was 0. 8 less than expected for the pericod. Thunderstorm activity was

normal, with six thunderstorm days recorded over the coastal plain and
12 days over the mountains. No ceilings of less than 1500 feet were
recorded, and no fog days occurred in the coastal plain. Maximurrm tem-
peratures were 40 F higher than normal, with a mean temperature of 99 0 F.
Mean minimnurn temperatures remained at their seasonal average of 78 F.
Turbulence and strong surface winds occurred for a period of 7 to 14
days. The conditions were most pronounced over western portions of the
area of operation, where surface winds of 40 to 80 knots were recorded,
and turbulence was of moderate to severe intensity.

2 Airrnobile operations were unrestricted by weather during July.
High winds hampered aerial activity on 11 July, but did not significantly
affect operations.

(d) Precipitation Data In Inches (Coastal Lowlands).

Maximum Mean Minimum Actual

May 10.4 4.0 0.2 4.7
June 20.1 3-1 0.0 4. Z
July 21.5 3.3 0.1 2.5
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e. (7) Personnel.

(0) C'haplain. During the reporting period, the division prcvide- contin-
uous ch:,pl;ýin support to ill assigned And &ttnched units. A total of 4,381
religious services wa! coJnducted with an overall attendance of 65,R78. Six
of the division's 24 chaplains departed during the month of July, creating a
considerable personnel problem.

(2) Personn-l manrgement.

(a) During the reporting period, totl division ascigned strength de-
clined from 10.1.4% of that 'uthorized on 1 May to 97.3% at the -nd of July.
Avwilability of 11 series MOS personnel declined by 14%, resulting in a
serious depletion of line company effective strength.

(b) Prior to 1 July, the USARV reenlistment goal was placed ct a month-
ly reenlistment rate of 0.5% of operative strength, counting only first term
PA rnd AUS re~nlistments. As of 1 July, the goal was doubled, and all reen-
listments counted. At this time, a prohibition was imposed on reenlistments
out of 11, 12 and 13 series MOS into non-combat MOS. The nverage monthly
reenlistment total for the previous reporting period had been 194. May
reenlistments totaled 205; June, 145; and July, under the new criteria, 64.

(3) Finance. During the reporting period, the division finance office
estqblished the 101st Mobile Finrnce Forw3rd Team (MFFT) to provide full
spectrum finnce services tc personnel loceted on fire support bases. The
team periodically visits fire support bases, permitting personnel to benefit
from services such as partiJ.- pzymrnts, allotment changes, sale of treasury
checks, collection for the savings desposit program, and acceptance of pay
inquiries. The team is mpd- available to all commanders located beyond the
normal service c pability of the present forwurd finance offices.

(4) Changes in command and staff. During the reporting period the

following chrnges in comwnd and staff assignments occurred:

CG MG J.J. Hennessey succeeded MG J.M. Wright on 25 May

ADC(0) BG S.B. Berry succeeded BG J.J. Hennessey on 2 Jul

ADC(S) COL G.E. Smith succeeded h J.C. Smith on 9 Jun

2d Bde COL W.H. Root succeeded COL R.L. Kampe on 15 May

3d Bde COL B.L. Harrison succeeded COL W.J. Bradley on 23 Jun
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Avn Gp LTC(P) E.P. Davis succeeded COL C.B. Sinclair on 26 Jun

DISCCO COL D.E. Grange succeeded COL R.H. Slegrist on 25 Jun

Div Arty COL L.E. Surut 3ucceeded COL R.S. Fye on 29 Jul

G1 LTC C.A. Hoenstine, Jr. succeeded LTC G.D. Moore, Jr. on 2 Jun

G3 LTC R.J. Young succeeded LTC C.W. Dyke on 1 Jun

G4 MAJ P. Masterson succeeded LTC D.R. Pinney on 26 Jul

G5 MAJ H.W. Kinnison succeeded LTC B.B. Porter on 17 Jul

Div Surg LTC R.E. Day succeeded COL J.F. Powers on 9 Jul

PM LTC S.J. Lobodinski succeeded LTC R.D. Wood on 27 May

IG LTC T. Narvaez succeeded LTC J.D. Martling on 30 Jun

Fin Off LTC W.J. Falconer succeeded LTC W.J. McFahon on 14 May

AG LTC T.E. Minix succeeded LTC H.R. Thomas' on 12 May

2-502 Inf LTC C.J. Shay succeeded LTC R.J. Young on 6 May

1-501 Inf LTC T.E. Aaron succeeded LTC W.B. Middlemas on 8 Jun

1-502 Inf LTC A.E. West succeeded LTC R.E. Keener on 5 May

1-506 Inf LTC B.B. Porter succeeded LTC H.C. Holt on 17 Jul

2-506 Inf LTC J.C. Bard succeeded LTC A.C. Lucas on 23 Jul

3-187 Inf LTC I.C. Bland succeeded LTC H.Y. Schandler on 25 Jun

3-506 Inf LTC J.D. Martling succeeded LTC J.N. Jaggers, Jr. on 16 Jun

2-11 Arty LTC R.J. Burke succeeded LTC J.L. Sites on 2 Jun

2-320 FA LTC A.B. Davis succeeded LTC C.A. Hoenstine, Jr. on 27 May

101 Avn LTC W.N. Peachey succeeded LTC T.L. Meadows on 14 May

158 Avn LTC R.J. Guard succeeded LTC G.N. Stenehjem on 1 Jul
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159 Avn LTC G.F. Newton succeeded LTC R.F. GLOVER on 4 Jul

326 Engr LTC C.P. Rodolph, Jr. succeeded LTC T.Y. McClellend on 6 Jul

4-77 Arty LTC C.L. Nowalk succeeded LTC A.R. Pollard on 27 Jul

5 Trans LTC H.I. Small succeeded LTC J.M. Heason on 26 May

326 Med LTC R.E. Day succeeded COL J.F. Powers on 9 Jul

f. (C) Logistics.

(1) General. Logistic support for all division operations was provided
through the DISCOM forward service support elements (FSSE), using the concept
of area support. Throughout the period, a determined effort was made to re-
duce helicopter blade time whenever possible by using vehicular transportation.

(a) To more effectively support Operetion CLINCH VALLEY (9-15 July), a
forward refuel point was established at Mai Loc and a rearm point at Quang Tri.
A forward element of the 3d FSSE deployed to Quang Tri in support of two ARVN
battalions, the 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cay, and the 2d En (Ambl), 502d Inf for
the duration of the operation.

(b) In support of Operation CHISAGO PEAK/LAY SON 363, the 11 refuel points
at CAMP EVANS were expanded to 25, while an additional 11 points were estab-
lished at FS/OB BIRMINGHAM. All classes of supply were drawn from the 3d FSSE
at CAMP EVANS.

(c) Super contact teams continued to provide personnel and equipment
maintenance services to units returning from operations for stand down. The
number of company size units supported were as follows:

UNIT COMPLETE TEAM PARTIAL TEAM TOTAL

ist lde:
1-327 3 1 4
2-327 2 1 3
2-502 6 A 10
Total 11 6 17

2d Bde:
1-501 2 1 3
1-502 8 4 12
2-501 _2 1 -.
Total 13 19
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LNI T COCFLETE TEAM PARTIAL TEAM TOTAL

3d Rde:
2-506 7 5 12
1-506 3
3-1•7 1
Tota l 12 9 21

(2) DISCOM was tasked to provide civic action support in District II,
Hue City and to assist Thue Thien Province in upgrading the capabilities of
the fector Maintenance and Direct Support Logistic Center (SM&DSLC). At
the end of the reporting period, five of the original 11 projects had been
completed, and three more had been added to the task list. Approximbtely
85% of DISCOM's goal for the initial phase of the SM&DSLC project had been
completed b-. the end of the reporting period.

(3) On 1 July 1970, the 5th Tr.nsportation Battalion (Aircraft Maintenance
and Supply) (Ambl) began work on a prescribed load list •PLL) to support three
UHlM. aircraft scheduled to arrive in the division on or about 1 September
197C. The FLL was completed, and all requisitioning accomplished, insuring
the availability of all pýrts in advance of arrival of the aircraft. Special
emphasis was also plqced on the requisition and p-ocurement of special equip-
ment needed to accomplish the bettalion mission. At the end of the reporting
period, the current authorized stockage list (ASL) for both Company A and B
totaled approximately 11,000 lines. On 1 June, the quick reaction assistance
team (QRAT) provided by the 34th General Support Group arrived to assist in
the pulling, packing, and shipping of approximately 8,000 lines of identified
excess stock.

(i) The 5th Trans En (Acft MAint and Sup) (Ambl) provides direct support
for repair of 424 aircraft authorized in the division. During the reporting
period, 513 aircraft were repaired and released to division aviation units.
Five 12th preventive maintenance periodic inspections on CH47 aircraft
(Operation Hook) were completed during the period, requiring an average of
16 days and 1,132 manhours per aircraft.

(5) The 801st Maintenance Battalion (Ambl) technical supply continued to
process an averpge of approximately 20,000 requests per month. Demand accom-
modation fluctuated somewhat on a weekly basis, with the average for the period
at 79.5%. The beginning of the period marked a very low 45% customer satis-
faction average for the month of May. At this time the technical supply
activity still had a 39% zero balance. Intensive studies were initiated,
and the materiel release expediter (MRE) teams were strengthened. As a result,
receipts began to rise and have brought customer satisfaction to a 70% aver-
age for the month :f July. Many lines were dropped as a result of the study,
and some 150 lines have been shifted to the 426th Supply and Service Bat-
talion (Ambl). A 100% inventory was conducted in the latter part of May and
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the first we;"In, .e, which created a work btcklog. When processing st-rted
again, there were'sQ mmiiy customer issues th, t several lines went to zero
balance, and the pircentage at zero balance started rising. The end of this
period finds total receipts rising again to replenish the exhausted ntcckh#;e.
The Impact of the inventory was felt for a few weeks, however, and thc end
result wes fewer warehouse demands. The beginning of the period saw 460
warehouse demknds for the month of May, compared to 17? at the present time.
Technical supply is presently carrying 5,118 lines which occupy approxiz.tely
90% of available atorige sphce.

The battalion continued to provide contact teams for the line units and
maintenance stand downs. The on-the-spot contact teams have continued to
increase materiel readiness and provide for more efficient combat units. A

* total of 511 technical assistance visits was conducted during the period.
The country store listing was expended to reduce further the custcmer unit
administrative requirements for submitting parts requests.

g. (U) Civil Affairs.

(1) Pacification and development activities in Thus Thien Province

continued at an accelerated rate throughout the reporting period. The number
of projects in progress at the beginning of the period was 136. During the
period, 106 new projects were initiated, 102 rrojects were completed, and at
the end of the period, 140 projects were in progress. All the division's
efforts are closely coordinated with GVN officials at province and district
levels. The overall effort of the division is directed toward the achieve-
ment of the netional objectives outlined in the Thus Thien Province Pacifi-
cation and Development Plan, 1970. The Province Civic Action Priority List)
developed at the hamlet, village, and district levels and consolidated and
approved at the province level, serves as the guideline in the selection of
projects to be undertaken.

(2) On 23 June, the final refugee resettlement payment was made, there-
by eliminating all registered refugees from the rolls in Thus Thien Province.
The resettlement payment, which consists of 10 sheets of tin and 7,5005VN
per family, normalizes a refugee c&mp, thus creating an official political
entity. When conditions permit, the people of a normalized community have
the option of returning to their original villages. When this is done, the
returning families receive a return-to-village (RTV) payment, which also
consists of 10 sheets of tin and 7,500$VN per family. As of 30 June 1970,
63,129 of the 85,114 refugees generated during and after the Tot offensive
of 1968 had been returned to their native villages. There remain approximately
22,000 people in 26 normalized camps and an additional 15,000 people scat-
tered throughout the province, who are entitled to the return-to-village
payments upon return to their ancestral homes. Continued division assistance
in the program is taking the form of limited logistic and umterial support
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for related civic action projects. A totpl of 27 proj6cts is planned,
including 15 schools, three dispenshries, three mpxkets, and six wells. i-or
these projects, the province is supplying cement and roofing, RF and Fr cadr-e
provide the labor, and the division supplies lumber, reinforcing steel bars,
and nails. The Phase I Progrkm achieved 136% of the Return-to-Village ?rogra.m 'ý

1`770 goal.

(3) In December 1969, t.he division support commhnd Initiated 4 progrm
to upgrade the Sector aintenence and Direct Support Logistics Center (SM&LSL`,
of Thus Thien Province. From its new location in Hue, the SM&OSLC will
provide management, support, and services to all RF, PF, PSDF, and RD cadre
and their equipment in the province. Fourteen major subprojects constitute
the Division Support Command :ffort, with each subproject undertaken by the
approprinte element of DISCOM. Of these, five hhve h.een completed, and six
others are in progress.

(4) During the period of this report, a total of 405 MEDCAPs was held,

and 23,465 medical and dental patients were examined.

(5) Major projects completed during the reporting period:

(a) Phu Loc District.

1 An Bang Hamlet school construction (ZD144005O
2 ThuA Luu Hamlet dispensery (ZD201012)
3 Vong Tri Hamlet school rddition (ZD083008)

(b) Phu Vang District.

1 Phu An Villr-ge dispensery (YD832262)
2 Fhu Vang District dispensary repair (YD779277)
2 Phu Tan Village dike repair (YD816301)

(c) Phong Diem District.

1 Phong Dien Hamlet Farmers' Association Bldg repair (YD528348)
2 Pho Trach Hamlet mnrket place (YD503424)
,2 Bo Dien Hamlet school repair (YD615298)
4 Phong An Village office (YD611291)

(d) Huong Dien District.

1 Diem Loc Hamlet school repair (YD595465)
2 Ke Mon Hamlet school repeir (YD568464)
2 Vinh Xuong Hamlet school repair (YD551473)
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. The My C nursery school construction (YD620456
SThe Chi Tey Hsmlet dispenspry (YD620436)
6 Dien My Village dispensary ccnstruction (YD678680)

(e) Huong Tra District.

1 Long Ho Truong Hamlet school furniture (YD702182)
2 Long Khe Hamlet footbridge (YD618272)

(f) Huong Thuy District.

1 Huong Thuy District power line (YD819179)
2 Xuan Hop Hamlet health station (YD782239)
1 Province prison farm equipment repair (YD802215)

(g) Phu Thu District.

1 Qiang Xvyen Hamlet school construction (YD8952ASt)
2 Vinh Luu Hamlet school construction (YD894215)
2 An Luu Hamlet dispens'ary construction (YD945172)
SLoc San Hamlet school construction (YD873236)

(h) Hue.

1 Phu Vinh Village school addition (YD758206)
h2 hu Hoi Hamlet latrine construction (YD7?3234)

SPhu Hoa Village reading room construction (YD769228)
S1hu Hiep Hamlet street repair (YD770248)

(i) Viah Hai Hamlet school repair (YD080125), Vinh Loc.

,6) During the reporting period, 102 projects were completed incJavAing
17 schools, ii dispensaries, two village headquarters, 32 wells, 20 information
boards, three bridges, two dikes, and 15 others.

(7) The division currently has 140 civic action projects underwa3. These
include eight schools. nine dispensaries, three administrative buildings,
10 markets, 14 police stations, 77 wells, one road repair, three footbridges,
and 15 other.

(8) Commodities issued during the reporting period:

Cement 2,750 bags

Tin 1,106 sheets
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Construction lumber 29,141 board feet

Paint 30 gAllons

Medical supplies 686 lbs

Sand 37 tons

Crushed roe' 19 tons

Wire 1,275 linear feet

Clothing 685 lbs

Amo boxes 28,317 boxes

Food 2,040 lbs

Screen wire 8 rolls

School kits 220 kits

Culvert 875 sa

Plywood 375 sneets

Scrap wood 4,680 lbs

Reinforcing steel bar 4,042 linear feet

(9) The initipl lend reclamation and driver training effort in Phong
Dien District was completed during the period. Two of the four MInnecpolis-
Moline tractors were displqced to Phu Vsng District, one to Huong ThuW
District, and one is presently being repaired. The program is now entirely
a Vietnamese responsibility, to include the maintenance, repair and oleration
of equipment.

(10) On 28 May, BG Smith, ADC(0), and COL Than, Province Chief, attended
the dedication ceremony Uf Phong An Village Headquarters in Phong Dien District.

In a speech delivered by the Phong An Village chief, it was noted tha't 10 years
ago Phong An was a scenic and prosperous area, with a well developed economy.
In 1964, the village headquarters was destroyed in a wave of disruptive
activities. In subsequent years the village headquarters was relocated twice
and destroyed each time. Now, 100% of the local popultion has resettled to
its original location, irrigation canals have been constructed, and three
schools have been repaired through the pacification program since early 1969.
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In conclusion, the village chief pledged further development in securltj,

economics, and education.

h. (U) Psychologicai Operations.

(1) Type and quLntity of propaganda media employed:

(a) Total leaflets disseminated:
Air: 23,871,000 Ground: 59,100

(b) Total loudspeaker broadcast hours:
Air: 645:00 Ground: 1,041:30

(c) Total movies shown: 123
Total hours: 333:45

(d) Quick reaction leaflets:
Four missions for 290,COO leaflets

(e) Quick reaction broadcasts:
Five missions for 17:00 hours

(f) Hoi ChAnh: Eight

(2) The 1st Inf Div (ARVN) and the 101st Abe Div (Ambl) cooperated in
the development of leaflets and tapes for employment against the 66th NVA
Regiment and other NVA units in the vicinity of FS/OB HENDERSON. The oper-
ation involved 15 hours of aerial broadcast and the distributioL of 360,000
leaflets. One NVA soldier rallied during the reporting period.

(3) On 29 May, an earlywod mission was conducted by the 9th Special
Operations Squadron (SOS) in support of the Ist Ba (Ambl), 327th Inf. Several
minor SOI compatibility problems were encountered but have since been elim-
inated. It is felt that this mission constituted a milestone in the division's
PSYOP effort, since this was the first timt that an earlyword mission was
conducted under the recently directed XXIV ;orps PSYOP ground communication
system.

(4) In an obvious effort to counter the strong psychological impact of
the accelerated pacification and development program in Thua Thien Province,
the enemy increased terrorist activities in the populated lowlands during
the latter part of May. VC incidents ranged from destruction of 1,000 meters
of hamlet fencing and distribution of VC propaganda leaflets to the assas-
sinption of the Phong Dien District Chief. As yet, the full impact of these
incidents has not been determined. No appreciable change in the attitude of
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the people toward the GVN has been detected, and it is felt that the ter-
rorist activities will serve on]y to alienate the people further from the
,VA/VC.

(5) During the middle of June, a photogrtphy team from the 4th PYC(P
Group supported the division with photographic coverage of successful civic
action projects throughout the province, taking approximately 4100 slides
which were later developed in Saigon. A slide show, code named "Operation
Building Block", will be shown throughout the province by the audio-visu~l
teams in cooperation with Vietnamese Information Service (VIS) cadre, in
order to stimulate populace participation in civic action projects, thus em-
phasizing the overall nntion-building effort.

(6) Based on recent events and intelligence reports gathered on 20 June
in the vicinity of the Vietnamese Salient, 100,000 quick reaction leaflets
were printed by the 7th PSYOP Battalion, for employment against the 66th NVA
Regiment and dropped by the 9th SOS on 21 June, exploiting the discovery of
a large enemy hospital complex. In addition, the division FSYOP section con-
ducted an aerial broadcast mission using tape recordings. Although concrete
results could not be measured, it appears that quick reaction PSYOP missions
of this nature have a detrimental effect on enemy morale due to the high
credibility of the factual messages.

(7) On 8 July, elements of the 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cay, on an armed

aerial reconnaissnrce mission, in the vicinity of Khe Saah, observed 150 to
200 NVA in the open. In response to an immediate PSYOP mission request from
the squadron, the division provided PSYOP support to the operation. Surrender
or Die leaflets and safe conduct passes were dropped, and an ARVN lieutenant

made aerial broadcasts in response to the varied ground actions. Subsequent
airstrikes and ground operations were exploited with 1st Inf Div (ARVN) PSYWA'K
broedcasts and quick reaction leaflets. Total NVA losses, after several days
of operations. were very heavy. This action had a significant psychological
impact on the NVA.

(8) One NVA corporal rallied on 23 July in Nam Hoa District. Utilizing
the Rallier's Guide, 15,000 quick reaction leaflets were prepared and printed
containing the rallier's name, rrnk, unit, and a statement concerning his
excellent treatment by the GVN. Information obtained during interrogation
was used to prepare a tape which was recorded by the Hoi Chanh for broadcast.
He was later exploited by the 1st Brigade, which took him on an aerial recon-
naissance over the area he had described during his interrogation to identify
significant areas. Results of this effort were minimal as he could not
associate the airborne view with familiar terrain.

(9) A US1F aircraft flew a timely high altitude mission in support of
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Operation CHISAGO PEAK/LAM SON 363, dropping six million leaflets into the
A SHAU Valley and the immediate region to the northeast. Themes for this
sortie were Surrender or Die, Beware of B-52 Strikes, and Allied Firepower.

i. (C) Medical.

(1) During the reporting period, tactical deployment of companies within
the 326th Medical Battalion (Ambl) remained the same as in the previous
quarter, with Company A in direct support of the 1st Brigade, Company B in
direct support of the 2d Brigade, and Company C in direct support of the 3d
Brigade. Headquarters and Support Company continued to provide area medical
support for the division's rear elements located at CAMP EAGLE.

(2) Medical Statistic-l Recapitulation:

CO A CO B CO C SPT CO T=TAL\.

Total patients seen at clearing
station: 2,100 2,073 1,863 2,610 8,646

Total dental patients: 0 982 1,150 234 2,366
Total admissions: 135 133 229 232 729
Total transferred: 116 131 122 44 413
Recapitulation:
IRHA 85 21 365 28 499
NBC 304 108 552 130 1,094
Medical diseases:
Malaria 0 0 15 1 16
FUOs 71 39 81 52 243
Diarrhea 51 61 51 40 203
Skin diseases 199 337 334 388 .1,258
N/P 5 18 7 917 97
Gastroenteritis 30 59 38 108 235
Foot problerms 24 108 75 91 198
Heat injuries 21 1 28 15 65
VD 121 188 52 189 . 550
Med evac missions: 1,094

(3) Movement of the 32d Medical Depot from Phu ýhi to Da Nang increased
the order and shipping tfame of medical supplies from eight to 15 days. This
delay necessitated initiation of weekly circuit supply missions by the bat-
talion. Due to the increased distance, any emergency supplies must be deliv-
ered by helicopter.

(4) Company MEDCAP programs have continued, with medical companies in
support of brigade civil affairs programs. Each physician is scheduled for
a minimum of one MEDCAP per week.
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(5) The ,iir ambulance plitoon continued to p4.rrorm Its miusion of pro-
viding aero-medical ev-cuation st;ipo't to the 101st Abn Div (Ambl). The maj,,r-
ity of this support originted from CAMP EAGLE. However, for most of' the
period two UHIH air ambul.inces have been stationed at CAMP EVANS1 to provide
quicker response to northern sections of the AO. During this reporting ppr;od,
one of the battalion's authorized twelve aircraft wis placed with division
flight standards, leaving eleven functional ,,ircraft with the platoon.

(6) Mandatory training requirod by M;ARV Regulation 350-1 is being
actively conducted and posted to individual training, records. Emphasis has
been placed on OJT and MOS cross-trvining to increase individual proficiency
and to reduce the impnct of DERQ7 losses and temporary absences of personnel.
The air ambulance plAtoon has t-ken mAximum adv-intage of unfavorable weather
during the period to improve individual aviator proficiency in instrument
flight and inclement weather procedures.

j. (C) Signal.

(1) The 501st Signal Battalion (Ambl) continued its mission to provide
communications-electronics support for the 101st Abn Div (Ambl) throughout
the reporting period. RATT teams continued to support the division, the three
brigndes, and DISCCM. In Operqtion BARBRR GLADE, secure RATT was provided
in-support of Project Delta at Mai Loc.\ Both AM and FM RWI stations con-
tinued in operation, and a jump capebility was provided at all times. The
battalion responded to increased requests for 4-channel communications,
linking brigades to battalion CPs at forward fire support bases, by instal-
ling AN/GRCI63 equipment at FS/OB RAKKASAN, SHOCK, VEGHEL, KATHRYN, BRICK,
GLADIATOR, and MAUREEN. Four channel systems continued to be provided at
Phu Loc District Headquarters, FS/OB BIRMINGHAM, FS/OB BASTOGNE, CAMP EAGLE,
CAMP EVANS, EAGLE BEACH, and FS/OB RIPCORD. Four channel systems were also
provided at Mai Loc for Project Delta, and at FS/OBs HENDERSON, HOLCOMB and
SHEPHERD, CAMP CARROL and Dong Ha in support of combined US/ARVN operations.
Four channel systems were provided at FS/OBs TUN TAVERN and BARNETT in sup-
port of ARVN operations. Operational and maintenance responsibility of the
4-channel system linking FS/OB-T-BONE to Hue utilizing AN/MRC68 equipment
was transferred to the lst Inf Div (ARVN). The battalion maintained an
overall multi-channel reliability of 98.6% during the reporting period.
This can be attributed to three factors: (a) the increased responsiveness
of the ADAO in providing helicopter support to deliver equipment to fire
support bases when eouipment failures occurred;

(b) the decrease in maintenance problems with the multiplexer AN/TCC70
of the AN/GRCl63 due to familiarity gained through its continued utilization;
and

(c) authorization of the battalion to obtain a temporary excess of AN/
GRC163 equipment, which provided reliable bnckup reserves.
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(2) The battaliona continuei its policy of direct exchange of equioment
that could not be i~iediiqtely repaired. Division ',nits were further assisted
by sigrvml contnct teams sent to field locations for on-site repairs. There
were 921 work orders completed durine the reporting petriod. Receipt and
issue of additionpl crypto equipment relieved some of the pfst shortages
and provided additiorn'i flexibility.

(3) The division's four MAZ stations completed 13,84.3 phone patches
during May, J.-ze and July. The division MARS stations set a M•ARV record
with 5,253 c-.lls durint the month of May.

(4) The 63d Signal Battalion continued to provide cable, 12-channel
VUF, and microwave communications support to mijor subordinate and higher
unit headquarters. During Operation CLINCH VALLEY in July, contingencl
circuits from CAMP CAFROL to CrAMP EVANS and CAMP EAGLE were activated in
support of the 3d Brigade forward CP.

(5) The battalion began a program of troining selected personnel of the
Ist Inf Div (ARVN) signal battalion. To date, three officers and six enlisted
men have received two weeks of OJT in the theory and operation of various
equipment in the battalion. The ARVN personnel spent two weeks living and
working with the 501st Signal Battalion.

k. (U) Engineer.

(1) During the reporting period, the 326th Engineer Battalion (Ambl)
continued to provide general and direct support to the division. One new
firebase was opened and several old firebases reopened. Upgrading of the Phu
Thu Estuary Road, the Jeanne-Knight Road, and the Street Without Joy projects,
was completed in support of tactical and civic action requirements. Project
LIFESAVER was discontinued during the reporting period after the construction
or improvement of 15 landing zones in the division AO.

(2) During the last week of May, engineer support was consolidated and
committed to establishing a forward line of hardened firebases in the division
area of operation. The preponderance of engineer effort for the remainder
of the reporting period was committed to this task. Initially four firebases
were programmed for complete hardening. These hardening tasks committed
A/326th Eagr to FS/OB BRICK, B/326 Engr to FS/OB KATIRY, Companies B and D
of the 27th Engr to harden FS/OB VEGHEL and to complete construction of an
access road to the firebase from Route 547, and Company D of the 14th
Engr Ba to harden FS/OB RAKKASAN and to complete construction of an access
road to the firebase from FS/OB JACK. FS/OB RIPCORD was designated to be
hardened on a selective basis. During the last two weeks of the reporting
period, two additional firebases were designated to be hardened. FS/OB
GLADIATOR is to be completely hardened and FS/OB MAURFM is to be hardened
selectively.
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(3) During the sumer season, with its sparse rainfall, helipad
maintenance becalm a prime engineer mission, with upgrading projects
completed at FS/OB ARSENAL, TOMAHAWK, BASTOGNE, KATHRYN, LOS BANOS and
VEGHEL; at Phu Lee, Phu Thu, and Nan Hoa district headquarters; and at
various base camp helipads. Potable water was provided throughout the
area of operation, with pvtrification units located at FS/OB BASTOGNE,
FS/OB VEGHEL, Mal Loc, the Thus Luu Bridge, and CAMP EAGLE.

(4) At the beginni-g of the reporting period, a new firebase (FS/OB
SHOCK), was created out of an existing landing some. This firebase was
constructed under the airmobile firebase concept of seven to 10 days
occupation, and was closed after nine days of occupation. FS/OB KATHRYN,
reopened during the latter part of the previous reporting period, continued
to receive engineer support in the form of demolition and earthmoi-ing
work. The existing hill mass was leveled so as to support two artillery
batteries. The task of hardening FS/OB BRICK encompassed the construction
of one 20'x32', three 10'x24' and 41 8'x12' bunkers; installation of a
tactical wire barrier; clearing of adequate fields of fire and preparation
of logistic helicopter landing pads. During the hardening process, a
system of prefabricating and airlifting bunkers to the job site was initi-
ated with excellent results, The hardening process of FS/OB WIICK was coam-
pleted by the end of the second month of the reporting period.

(5) During the month of June two LZ cutting/bunker busting teams were
inserted into western Quang Tri Province in support of the 2d Sqdn (Ambl),
17th Cay operations. One team was inserted into the FS/OB ROBIN area to
cut an LZ to permit the extraction of medical supplies and documents from
an NVA hospital site and to destroy the remaining bunkers. The second
team was inserted near FS/OB SNAPPER to cut an LZ to extract portions
of a rice and weapons cache. This team was also used to destroy the re-
maining ordnance, rice, and bunkers.

(6) At FS/GB VEGHEL, a project was undertaken to provide adequate
drainage facilities for structures on the firebase, to lay wire barriers,
and to clear fields of fire. The hardening process on FS/OB VEGHEL was
completed by the 27th Engr Ba in late June. An additional requirement
to establish a let Brigade forward CP, consisting of one 10'x241 TOC and
six 8'x12' sleeping position bunkers, was completed during the lest week
of the reporting period.

(7) Maneuver elements occupying FS/OB RIPCORD continuod to receive
engineer support throughout the entire reporting period. A refuel point
for UHIH and LOH aircraft was constructed, and bunkers were amplaced in
-selected positions around the firebase. Additional support included wire
barriers, f.elds of fire, defensive positions, and adequate drainage facil-
ities. During the latter stages of the reporting period, additional engi-
neer support was committed to the firebase to counter increased enemy activity.
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(a) Company B was tasked with improving the defensive posture of the
firebase by contructing additional bunkers, a quad-50 position, numerous
revetments, a new log pid, and reptiir of dameged structures and positions.
A new position for a IC5=m howitzer battery was built after a CH47 crashed
and destroyed the existing bittery, to include a massive E0I) effort to
deactivate and destory the damaged artillery amiuniti~o. Engineer elements
were extracted with the closing of the firebase on 23 July.

(b) In support of increased enemy activity around FS/OB RIPCORD, FS/OB
GLADIATOR was reopened. One platoon of engineers was inserted on 19 July to
harden the firebase. Tasks to be accomplished included constuction of 63
bunkers and two log pads, clearing fields of fire and installation of
tactic'l wire. At present 39 bunkers have been completed.

1. (C) Army Aviation.

(1) General.

(a) Throughout the reporting period, the 101st Aviation Group (Combat)
(Airmobile) provided aviation support to the division and non-divisional
units in I Military Region. In addition to providing airlift and armed
aerial escort support, the group augmented the aeromedical capability of
the medical battalion and provided air traffic and pathfinder support and
limited battlefield surveillance and target acquisition.

(b) Aviation requirements were met on a daily basis to provide the
necessary support for combat operations, logistic resupply, and pacification
and development efforts. Aviation support was also provided for Special
Forces Project Delta; CCN missions; the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division
(Mechanized); and the lst Infantry Division (ARVN) in conjunction with the
Vietnamese Air Force.

(c) Operation LIFESAVER and its program of landing zone expansion was
concluded on 5 June 197C. During the reporting period, LIFESAVER teams
completed 15 LZs, thereby increasing the total number of LZs created during
Operation LIFESAVER to 170. All of these LZs are functional two ship LZs
with high speed routes of approach and departure. During the reporting
period, pathfinders controlled air traffic on as many as 14 fire support
bases at one time.

(2) The following are statistical data for the reporting period:

UNIT KRS FLOWN SORTIES PERSONNEL TONS CARGO ACFT RECOV

101st Avn Bn 18,173 61,850 66,377 2,039 6

158th Avn Bkl 18,156 62,778 68,358 1,889 5
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MIT HRS FLOWN S0RTIES PS •S CARGO ACFT RECCVk§

159th Awn E 10,917 30,861 92,098 52,401 2

163d Avn Co 5690 2686 0

GROUP TOTAL 52,936 178,175 235,610 56,329 13

(3) The number of aircraft receiving ground fire increased by 98
over the last reporting period. The 101st Aviation Group experienced 187
incidents of ground fire reported as follows:

UMHi AUiG OH6A -A
135 10 3 38 1

(4) The 101st Avn Gp (Cbt) (Ambl) conducted two airmobility classes
for co-nders and staff officers of the division during the reporting period.
The first class (15-16 My) was attended by 39 personnel. The second airmobil-
ity class, conducted on 26-27 June, was attended by 31 personnel. Two path-
finder classes were conducted to train ARVN personnel. The first, from 4 May
to 15 May, graduated one officer, two warrant officers, and 12 NCOs. The
second, from 25 May to 5 June, graduated one officer, two warrant officers and
11 NCOS.

(5) Air traffic ac.tivities for the period were:

Eagle CA Eagle T~er Liftmaster Towr

S239 59,063 9,454

June 289 .26,183 10,115

July 246 28,451 12,000

(6) Throughout the period, the 101st Aviation Battalion (Assault Heli-
copter) (Ambl) and the 158th Aviation Battalion (Assault Helicopter) (Ambl)
alternated their companies in providing direct combat and logistic support
to the brigades of the division. The 159th Aviation Battalion (Assault
Support Helicopter) (Ambl) continued to provide general support to the division
for the air movement of artillery, combat troops, ane supplies. Logistic
support was also provided to the Ist Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech); the lst 1nf
Div (ARVN); and Project Delta. The 163d Aviation Company (GS) (Ambl) continued
to provide general support to the division, performing visual reconnaissance,
photography missions, courier service, paychological operations support,
airborne personnel detector missions and command and control. The company
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provided air transportatior, for the division general staff. During the
reporting period, the 53.t,, T.ransportatior, Detachment (Aircraft Maizutenm.ncej
(Ambl) was attached to the c%=Pany and accomplished direct support mairterwace
on all company aircraft.

m. (U) Air Cavalry Operations. The 2d &Suadron (Airmobile), 17th
Cavalry continued to perform extensive armed aerial reconnaissance throughout
northern I Military Region in support of Allied operations. The sauiadran

engaged in combet as an economy of force unit, provided immediate r action
forces for enemW contact and security of downed aircraft and surveillance and
security operations for the divisioa and subordinate combat elements.

(1) The 2d Sqdn (AmLl), 17th Cay is one of the primary intelligence
gathering agencies of the 101st Abn Div (Ambl). With three air cavalry troopu,
a ground troop and Company L (Ranger), 75th Infantry attached, the squadron
performs extensive air and ground reconnaissance and surveillance. In the
collection, evaluation, and dessemination of intelligence information, the
squadron works closely with US and ARVN intelligence agencies. Close coord-
ination is maintained with the division order of battle, imagery interpretation,
ground surveillance and G-2 air sections and division IN teams. Valuable
intelligence is gained through cooperation and informal coordination with the
1st Inf Div (ARVN) and the Ist Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech). Based on intelligence
indicators, the squadron's combat elements are targeted against specific
areas of interest in order to provide the commanding general with a clear
assessment of the situation in all reaches of the division area of operation.

(2) The most significant findings attributed to armed aerial reconnaissance
by the 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Car during the reporting period were in June, when
an extensive rear service area of the 66th NVA Regt was discovered in the FS/OB
Leatherneck area, and in July, when air cavalry elements discovered the 9th
NVA Regt, 304th NVA Division, infiltrating into SVN.

(3) Extensive employment of the 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cay throughout the
division AO, with particular emphasis on the division reconnaissance zone,
resulted in 2,125 spot reports of enemy activity, eight crew served and 41
individual weapons captured, 396 enemy killed and five prisoners captured.

n. (U) Artillery.

(1) The 101st Airborne Division Artillery (Airmobile) provided close
and continuous fire support to maneuver units throughout the reporting period.
Light howitzer battalions continued to provide direct support to the infantry
brigades, with the 2d Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty (105) in direct support of the
3d Brigade; the 2d Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty (105) in direct support of the Ist
Brigade; and the let Bn (Ambl), 321st Arty (105) in direct support of the 2d
Brigade.
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Battery' D, 2d En (A~b1), 320th 1rtY (105) remained attacbed to the 3dL
Bn (.ambi), 5o6th infantry in ii Military amcion.

The ail 3n (#.sbi)t 11th Arty (155), the 4th Bn (Aerial Ar-tY), 77th Arty,
ndA Btry (M'vn, 377th Arty i'em.insd in generl sumpport of the division.

The following 108th Artillery Grou~p units were located, in the divisicim
are~a of operations in a general support roles Btry A, 21 Ba (8n/175) (WF),
94th Arty at Cl; Btry As, lot Bn (3*/155) (SP)q 39th Arty at VS/OB R&KXASAX;
Btry B, lst Ba (8"/175) (SP) 0 39th Arty at FS/03 BLARAA; Btry C, lit En
(8"/l 55) (SP) P 39th Arty at Camp Evans; Btry A, lat Bn (82/175) (SP), . M
ArtY at FS/CB BASTO0M; btry B, ist En (82/175) (SP), 83d. ArtLy at 75/03
BIRIflNGEAR; and Stry C, ist Bn (8n/175) (SP), 83d Arty at F'S/OE VE(GEL.

Btry R, 2d Bn (8"/175) (sPp) 94th Arty of the 108th Artill~ery Croup Vag
located at CAW? CA3RRL in Northern I Military Region and provided fixes in
general support of the d~ivision.

Btry D (1442), 1st En, 49th Arty and. a section of Btry C (M55), 65th Lrty
of YXTV Corps Artillery were deployed, in the division A0 to provide fires

(2 Arorer bases ver employed throughout tedivis ion area of

operation to d~israpt eremy ie fomo inan n o ots
This was accomplished, throughatleywisadfrsi ecint
sensor activations, eadar detectiona, aerial sarvaillaiwep a2intelgne
E~rtensive art:U lexy fires vere employed nightly in the *rocket belt" areas
on the periphery of the popxla tad lowlassis and in the area adjacent to
mil~itary imtalJlations.

(3) Throughout the xepor-,ing period, -JS and ARYW artillery units cuix-
tinued to employ coordina~ted fires in support of combined operations. Th.
division artillery aerial uuaveillae program continued to locate and ad-
just fires on exmzw furces and to provide observation for artillery regis-
trationa.

(4) During th period of heavy ceneu contact in the vicinity of 7S/CIB
!IMDin July, Btry Bt 21L Bn (ALntl)t 319th Arty suffered heavy damesg

vtan a CE47 aircraft creahed and burned, in the 105w asumnit ion storage area,
caus5in2g a major fire on the firebase. All six 105= huvitzems of -he bat tery
were destroyed.

(5) Repositioning of krtille~ Supportt

DATE __ WON T

2 May C/2-320 TOAHARWKKAHY

3 MY A12-11 Gur AJ0aW"l
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DATE UN_ I0__RM TO

4 ýay C/2-320 VEGHEL BASTOGNE
A/2-320 BASTOGME SHOCK
C/2-319 CRANfl'E GLADIATOR

9 May B(-)/2-11 EAGLE BASTOCNE
A/2-320 SHOCK VEGIEL

10 mby A(-/1-32 1 B nMUIN(IAM EVANS
A-)/1-321 ARSENAL EVANS
C(-)/1-321 EVANS BIR)EUCHAM
C(-)/1-321 EVANS ARSENAL

26 may c/2-319 BIRMIGHALM KATHRYN
B/2-320 KATHRYN BRICK

10 Jun A/2-11 RAJKKASAW RIPOORD

14 Jun A(-)/2-11 RIPCORD RAKKAS4N

16 Jun B/2-11 VEGHEL ZON
B/2-11 ZON VEC93EL

22 Jun A(-)/2-11 RIPCORD SHEPHERD
c(-)/2-11 ARSENAL sARCE

23 Jun B/1-321 LOS BANOS MUSKET
B/1-321 DIUSKET LOS BANOS
A(-)/1-321 EVANS LOS BANOS

24 Jun A(-)/1-321 LOS B3A.;S EVANS

25 Jun A(-)/2-11 SHEPNSRD RIPOORD

26 Jun C(-)/2-11 SARGE ARSEXNL

6 Jul A(-)/2-11 RAKkASAN RIPCORD

9 Jul B/2-11 VEGHEL SAkR(•

11 Jul B/2-11 SARGE VANDEGRIIP

16 Jul B/2-11 VADEQIFT VEEL

18 Jul B (-)/2-11 VGEL KATIHYN
B/2-320 BRIC. GLADIATOR
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DAT UNIT .MOM..

23 Jul k/2-11 RIWOORD EAGLE

26 ju! C/2-.519 K.RYN GIU•DITOR
27B/2-320 GlADILTOR WTHMY

27 Jul A/2-11 EG&EIi RjAASAN

29 Jul C/2-320 B&S'TUCE AMUEMEN
3/2-319 EVANS BAS5TO

0. (u) Infor tion.

(1) Public Iomfoation,

(a) Nnsber of hometown news releases, 4,935-

(b) Humber of news/feature stories released to IRxblic and military
vedias 175-

(c) Number of photogaphs released: 129.

(d) Number of corresponients provided support by the information
office: 9•1.

(e) Coverage was also provided for 30 distinguisbed visitors to the
division, including Representative William 0. Cowger (R-Ky) arA General
William C. Westmorelanip CSA.

(2) Com~uead Information.

(a) During the reporting eriod, six issues of the division newlpaper 1
".he Screaming Eagle", amd the spring issue of the division mamais,
"Rendezvous with Destiny", were piblisbed.

(b) In support of President Nixon's proclasmtion of the period 24-30
My as Drug Abuse Prevention Week, the iafor•t ion office instituted the
followings

I A half-houx discusuion program on drng abuse vas broadcat over AIN-
TV Zang TrI at 1530 hbours 0 M~y. The pzoxan featured one medical officer,
one legal officer, al a. moderator from the division.

2 A 30 second radio "spot" announcement concerning drug abuse and the
division amnesty program was broadcast daily over AWN-R, Quang Tri.

3 The "Airborne Dateline" featured drug abuse and the division amnesty
program eauh day =n the cartoon and special announcement section.
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JAne at &ll unit conm.jr^iers' caRUR.
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2. Lessons Learned: Conmander's Observations, Evaluations and Recomenda-

tioas.

a. (U) Personnel. None.

b. (C) Intelligence.

(i) Use Fnd updpte of intelligence data base information.

(a) Observation: A data base of intelligence information on the loca-
tion of enerq bunker complexes, cache sites, troils, and other information
gathered during combat operations and maintained at maneuver battalion level,

provides valuable information for units conducting patrol, surveillance, and
reconnaissance opermtions.

(b) Evaluation: Experience has shown that when small unit commanders
and patrol leaders are thoroughly briefed on previous enemy positions and
activities in their area of operation, from information provided by an ac-
curate and current intelligence data base, the information gathered by the
unit and returned to intelligence personnel is much more detailed and valua-
ble. The data base can be kept current end will provide indications of
enemy trends and activities in the ares. The exchange of this type of infor-
mation with adjacent units or units moving into the area for the first time,
increases the overall effectiveness of operations.

(c) Recommendation: That unit intelligence personnel (S2) be encouraged
to aggressively pursue a program of detailed intelligence gathering, collect-
ing a data base, disseminating the data, and updating the data base from de-
tailed debriefings.

(2) Acoustic sensors in support of ranger teams.

(a) Observation: Acoustic sensors can be effectively used to extend
the surveillance capability of ranger teams for short periods of time.

(b) Evaluation: Following the insertion of Barger Team OCicada" on 18
April 70, six acoustic sensors were air delivered by personnel of the ground
surveillance section, supported by the 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cay. The primary
mission of the ranger team was to monitor sensor activity and respond with
artillery fire. During the seven days the team monitored the acoustic sen-
sors, it he-rd metallic sounds, voices, and screaming, when artillery was
employed. Conversations heard and translated by a Kit Carson Scout revealed
NVA/VC plans to ambush a US unit in the area. The plan was later abandoned
due to non-availability of automatic weapons. NVA/VC were also heard mon-
itoring US rtdio trensmissions end discussing the disposition of US forces
in the area.
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(c) Recommendation; That commanders consider the use of acoustic sensors
with ranger teams for target acquisition and intelligence collection.

c. (C) Operations.

(~(1) Territorial force operations in the jungle canopy.

(a) Observation: During the last reporting period, a program of com-
bined operations with Regional Force elements, operating in the canopy for
short periods of time, was begun. Continued combined operations during thits

reporting period have culminated in independent U company operations deep
in the canopy for periods of up to 15 days.

(b) Evaluation: The RF companies continue to show progress in profi-
ciency and aggressiveness. Continued operations, farther from the populated
areas, increase the responsibility and sense of urgency of the PF and PSIF
forceg securing the populated lowlands.

(c) Recommendation: That continued coordination be maintained with GVM

officials to encourage increased RF operetions, in the canopy.

(2) Sniper team employment.

(a) Observation: A five man sniper team, employed with the PPS-5 radar,
has shown to be a very effective method of interdicting enemy infiltration
in the populated lowlands of Thus Thien Province. The effective employment
of snipers is generally limited to open, relatively level terrain of the
lowlands.

(b) Evaluation: Upon initial employment of the radar/sniper teams into
known infiltration areas, movement was frequently detected and engaged. In-
filtration through these areas was greatly diminished, and indications were
that the routes were effectively interdicted.

(c) Recommendation: That units be u.de aware of this technique of
interdiction.

(3) Mechaulcal ambushes.

(a) Observation: The extensive employment of mechanical ambushes during
the reporting period has led units in the field to recommend the use of mnno-
filament fish line as trip wire, used PRC25 batteries as the power source,
and clothespins for the trigger device.

(b) Evaluation: The monofilament fish line has been procured locally
or through individual purchase and is much preferred over trip wire. Used
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PRC25 batteries are readily avaelable and durable in all weather conditions.
The clothtspin firing device is sensitive and quickly employed in the field.

(c) Recommendation: Tht units employing mechanical ambushes consider

this technique of employment.

(4) Prefabricated firebase facilities.

(a) Observation: In conjunction with the division-wide program of hard-
ening fire support bases against enemy attack, facilities such as bunkers,
latrines, showers and other structures were prefabricated or constructed in
rear base areas, and airlifted tL the firebase.

(b) Evaluation; This procedure reduced time, effort, and aircraft blade
time required for establishing and hardening a firebase. All tools and labor

were readily available in rear areas, and no excess material was delivered
to the firebese requiring backhaul or destruction.

(c) Recommendation: That units establishing forward fire support bases
consider the construction or prefabrication of facilities in rear areas,
prior to delivery to the firebase.

(5) Local patrolling around forward firebases.

(a) Observation: During the present division operation (TEXAS STAR),
an active patrolling program around forward fire support bases has severely
limited the enemy's reconnaissance capability and delayed, and some times
prohibited, his attack on the fire support base.

(b) Evaluation: Local patrolling around the fire support bases, from
1000 to 1500 meters out, allows the firebase defenders to employ all defen-
sive fires and enables the pntrols to locate prepositioned enemy indirect
fire weapons and cache sites. An enemy ground attack against FS/OB RIRCCRD
was very likely pre-empted on 22 July, when Co A, 2d Ba (Ambl), 506th Inf
was engaged by nn estimated two company enemy force approximately 1000 meters
southeast of the firebase.

(c) Recommendation: TIt units consider an active patrolling program
around forward fire support bases.

(6) Use of E-158 CS canisters.

(a) Observation: Aircraft are extremely vulnerable to small arms and
mortar fire while entering and leaving a landing zone during combat
assaults, extractions, or resupply.
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(b) Evaluation: Tactical CS han proven to be effective in limiting
the enemy's ability of placing aimed fires into an LZ during these missions.
In addition, experience has shown that it requires approximately 15-20
minutes for the enemy to plice the first mortar round on an LZ. EMployment
of tactic-l CS on suspected mort:ar and forward observer positions, shortly
after the initial insertion of troops, can assist in preventing effective
mortnr fire in or around the landing zone.

(c) Recommendation: That units conducting airmobile combat and resup-
ply operations consider the use of tactical CS in restricting the enemy's
indirect fire capability.

(7) Tactical CS against a fortified position.

(a) Observation: The enemy's limited protective capability against riot
control agent CS makes its useagainst entrenched and fortified positions very
effective.

(b) Evaluation. Employment of tactical GS has caused the eneEy tc with-
draw from his fortifications, thus increasing his vulnerability to other sup-
porting fires. Emplayment of El 58s against suspected enemy locations has
also proved to be an effective means of reconnaissance by fire.

(c) Recommendation: That units consider the use of tactical CS agent

against hardened targets.

(8) Quadrant system of control during airmobile assaults.

(a) Observation: The use of a standard quadrant system to divide the
area around landing zones during combat assaults provides for better air
traffic control and Pllows for continuous suppression around the landing zone.

(b) Evaluation: It has been found that a system, consisting of the four
major quadrants, NE, SE, SW end NW, numbered one through four, respectively,
is an excellent tool in planning for suppressive fires during combat
assaults. Three quadrants are allocated a type of suppressive fire while
the fourth is utilized for entrance and exit of the lift aircraft. The sup-
pressive fires as well as airborne on cell assets, i. e., tactical CS, crew
recovery aircraft, and C&C aircraft, can be repositioned rapidly to meet a
changing situation.

(c) Recommendation: That the system be considered fop evaluation and
possible inclusion as airmobile doctrine by other units conductin airmobile
combat assaults.
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(9) Helicopter ground-to-Air Incidents during EDA.

(f) Obnprvntlon: During conduct of bomb djmne assessment of B52
strikes, nircraft hMve frequeortly received snall arms nud automatic , V ,onl
fire nnd observed eney ,"ctivity in the strike zone.

(b) Evqluation: The fr'iquency of these Incidents indicates that the
enemy expects a helicopter reconnnlsseace aft-r a B52 strike aM that the
enemy surviving in the strik, zone quickly recover to engage US aircraft.
:Successful countermasures used by the division hnve been to t3mplay at a~r
c.,v-,lry teom, connlsting of i CAC Aircrnft, two AHIG Cobras nnd a LOH, imme-
diately After the stri ke. Th- employment of ut~cieml GS (EC158 canisters),
from the G&C r•rcr~ft, on nuspected enemy Ioc. tions, has reduced] the eF'-ec-
tiveness of the enemy fire.

(c) Recommendation; That commAnders consider this technique during

the conduct of bomb d-nmge assessment.

(I0) Detailed studies hnve rec!ntly b-en concluded within th,; division
in an effort to minimize friendly casualties and maximize the combat effec-
tiveness of mAneuver units. A study of the period 7 December 1969 through
9 July 1970 indicated that the mijority of US casualties during the period
vwre Inflicted by enrvmy attacks on night defensive positions (NDP). The
following lessons, some of them re-leorned, have been emphasized in the
division.

(a) Preventing the enemy from knowing the location and size of night
defensive positions and denying him easy access into the area is extremely
import-nt. The area selected for an NDP should be located in rough terrain
with thick underbrush whenever possible. This will make It difficult for
the enemy to move up to the position without br*ing detected, and the thick
underbrush will often prematurely detonate RPC rounds fired towards the
position.

(b) Mov,!ment into the NDP should be cond:lcted about 15 minutes prior
to full darkness, permitting personnel to establish their individual posi-
tions And begin setting up their trip flares, claymores, warning devices,
and mechnnical Ambushes while they still h-:ve enough light to work safely.
At this time, it is dark enough to prevent the enemy from observing these
actions from a dista'nce of more thnn 100 meters ,•way.

(c) When -stnblishing individual positions, personnel should avoid dig-
ging in next to tre-s or tree stumps. The enevi will fire his RPGs againnt
trees ond into ha-.vy brush 'areas to create air bursts in order to spray the
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4rea with :1hripnol.

kd) An NDP ::hould not t'- ,bt-ati:;heo on the :.ide of a hill unless the
tot) of the hill is reconnoit,,red Find out posted. In a recent operation, a
unit went into position on - smnll knoll below the top of a hill. The hill
had it,.,n recuntly occupied by the NVA, iind bunkf~rs rind cleared fields of fire
had been establi;hed. When the NVA bgan an atthck from this position, they
hid the ndwntage of cover, cle r fields of fire, and dominant terrain.

(e) Mech:,nical ambushes rind trip fires should be emplaced from 100
to 150 met, rs away from the individual positions of the NDP. When mechani-
cal ambushes ;re tripped at this dist fnee, early warning is provided and the
NDP's loc-ition is not compromised. By employing the mechanical ambushes
this fpr out, friendly movement ne-r the NDP perimeter is not significintly
restricted.

(f) At least two trip flares should be employed on the friendly side of
the ambush. Friendly forces approaching the mechenical ambush from the NDP
will b, warned by tripping the flare. The flares will also provide an extra
meqns of warning should the enemy succeed in bypassing the ambush.

(g) After thtf recovery of enrly warning devices and mechanical ambushes,
squ.d pmtrols should be sent out on all sides of the NDP prior to the move-
ment of the main body. The NVA will occupy positions as close as 20 meters
from the ND?, apparently in order to provide themselves a sleeping position
protected from friendly ARA, artillery, and mortar fires, and a position from
which to reconnoiter the NDP. The squad patrols will seek out these posi-
tions and spoil any attempt by the enemy to ambush the unit.

(11) Ammunition allocation forecast.

(a) Observation: The division is required to submit a monthly forecast
of expected ammunition expenditures for one month in advance. There are
neiarly 50 different types of ammunition which require forecasting and six
different mathematical computations are required for each type.

(b) Evaluntion: Because of the Wiyrpd of mathematical computations in-
volved in the ammunition forecast it was considered ;:n ideal type of pro-
gram for the UNI4VAC 1005 computer located ht the division personnel center.
The G3 section coordinated directly with personnel services branch to de-
velop a computer program which wou]d vlrtuhlly e]imninate the manual mathe-
m:tical work on the forecast Pnd reduce the chance of error considerably.
The time required for completion of the report was reduced to approxilmiteiy
one day, resulting it *n overall saving of 36 mnn hours of work. Further,
the computer was nble to print out the inforination and computations re-
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quired in a useable format.

(c) Recommendation: That units consider using the inherent ctz'abili-
ties of the UNIVAC 1005 computer to forecast ammunition rtquirements.

d. (U) Org-nization. None.

e. (U) Training. None.

f. (U) Logistics. None.

g. (C) Communications. Field expedient antenna.

(a) Observation: Communications in the canopy between companies in
the field and the battalion TOC are often difficult.

(b) Units in the 3d Bde have successfully improved radio communications
by using a field expedient antenna constructed from communications wire

(WDI). At Tab I is a diagram of the field expedient antenna.

(c) Recommendation: That units consider the use of this simple, field
expedient antenna to improve radio communication in the field.

h. (U) Materiel. None.

i. (C) Other.

(I) Civic actioki assistance by RD cadre.

(a) Observation: The success of civic action projects will invariably
depend upon the leadership of the local Vietnamese officials. Although the
majority of elected officials is very capable, there will always be some who
are relatively ineffective. RD cadre are generally well trained, strong
lepders, knovledgeable in civic action -ctivities.

(b) Evaluation: RD cadre csn provide valuable advice in the coordination
of civic action projects and mry be able to encourage completion of slow-
moving proj cts.

(c) Recommendntion: That personnel involved in civic action employ the
assistance that can be provided by local RD cadre.

(2) NVA Sapper Attack against FSB Tomahawk. See Inclosure 5.

3. Department of the Arny Survey Infoxwtion. None.
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DA, HQ, XXIV Corps, APO San Francisco 96349

TO: Commanding General, USARV, APO San Francisco 96375 t E P Wm'

1. (U) The ORLL for 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) has been reviewed
by this headquarters in accordance with AR 525-15.

2. (C) This headquarters concurs with the report as written with the fol-
lowing comments.

a. Reference the item concerning quadrant system of control during air-
mobile assaults, page 48, paragraph 2c(8). Using a standard reference system
for all airmobile operations will assist in training of personnel and control
of units. The information stateýd is not sufficiept for adequate evaluation.
However, additional information concerning techniques and control, to include
examples and charts, will be provided by the 101st Airborne Division (Airmo-
bile) as soon as possible. Recommend either this system or a clock system of
similar nature be evaluated and considered for possible inclusion in airmo-
bile doctrine.

b. Reference the item concerning helicopter ground-to-air incidents dur-
ing BDA, page 49, paragraph 2c(9). Assessment of BDA must be rapid and com-
plete. However, all methods of assessment must be varied to insure the enemy
does not compromise the procedure of BDA used. Recommend this procedure be
evaluated and considered for inclusion in BDA techniques.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

W,. SMI .

Coptain. AGC

Assimsani Adaunt (enarml
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Headquarters, United States Anry Vietnam, APO Saii Francisco 96375

TO: CnmmaniW,ý in Chief, United States Arnuy Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 9b ;8

This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned

for the quarterly perlod ending 31 July 1970"from HIeadquartcrs, 101st
Airborne DT-i-s-i-on (AIr'i6bitle) and concurs with comments of indorsing

headquarters.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Clay* W. Stevens Jr
(anpfan. ArC!.

Aesistant AdjutAnt General
Cy furn:
XXIV Corps
101st Airborne Div
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(;pOP-Dwr (1S Aug 70) 3d Ind (U)

S UBJ ECT Ope. rational Report L.e:ssons Learned of 111, 101st
Airborime Division (Alrmobtle), for Period Ending
31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

IQ, US Army, Pacif'ic, APO San Francisco 96558 25 MAR '971

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR TilE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C5T. AGO
Asst AG
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terminated at dusk. A sweep revealed 15 NVA IA, two RPG launchers, oe
AK-47, one ýý-60 machinegun, one K-79 grenade launcher and one PRC 25 radio.
set. Twenty-six UU were wcunde: in the action.

At 292140, vicinity YD438190 (FSJOB G(AIIE), Co A, 2d Bn (Ambl), 5011t
Inf rece.ived an enemy ground attack supported by mortar and RPG fire. With
flareships, USAF AC-119 "stinger" aircraft, ARA and tube artillery support-
ing the companyp the enemy was reptlsed and a first light sweep reweiled 18

NVA KIA and one FW captured. The company suffered sevn killed, seven
wounded, and one missing in action.

On •0 April, is/OB GWANITE received five separate mortar attacks result-
ing in 34 US WIA. ARA and tube artillery were employed on suspected enemy
positions as air cavalry elements and ground foroes searched for enemy
mortar positions.

On 1 hay, enemy indirect fire attacks continued on FS/OB GRANITE and
GIADIAT(R. A total of eleven attacks were directed at the fire bases as
US grmun• units aided by counter-mortar radar and aerial reconnai.ssanoe
aircfaft continued to search for enemy mortar positions.

On 2 M~y, sixty-four 55 gallon drums of napalm were dropped in the
vicinity of FS/OB HE14DERSON to improve fields of fire. The 2d Bn, 54tn
ARVN Regt made heavy contact satxth of the firebase resulting in 18 enemy KIA.
Enemy mortar attacks continued against FS/OB GRANITE. kir strikes against
enemy mortar positions resulted in three NVA KIA, three secondary fires,
four bunkers destroyed and one secondary explosion.

The search for enemy mortar positions in the vicinity iS/OB RIPCOHD
and GRANITE continued on 3 Hay, with heavy artillery support from FS/OB
JACK. At 030330, CL EAGLE received seventeen 122mm rockets causing light
damage to aircraft and ammunition supply points. Eleven US mere wounded
in the attaczc•

At 031130, vicinity YD511063 the 1st Plt, Co C, 2d Bn (Ambl), 502d Dnf,
while conducting patrol activities, received RPG and small arms fire from
an enemy force at 40 meters. The element returned orgnaic weapons fire and
employed ARA, tube artillery and air strikes on the enemy positions. A
sweep of the contact area revealed 27 NVA KIA. US casualties wore one KIA
and 13 WIA.

On 4 and 5 )OY, a heavy artillery battery again moved to vicinity
PS/OB JACK and was emnplo#d against suspected enemy fortar positions in the
canopy vicinity VS/OB GRAIMTE. The battery returned to CAMP EVANS each
night.

On 5 May, contacts by units of the let Bde, south of the TAiEE FORKS
area of' the SONG BE River resulted in 18 NVA KIA. US casualties were
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(1) 29 April - 5 May 1970.

(a) On 30 April, the diviston colnced operations r inth the 54th o raVtiRegimunt in the area south of Fby /aB to 54th oRVN nert

sanc infore oeraion tolocte nddeRstoy enem aniaicat iBaon

assaulted into the A the tt /OB on 0 April followed by the Mr o
Bn which assaulted to hc/r B TUN TAVERN on 1 May. Both battalions conduct-
ed operStions in coordination with the 3d Brigade. On p 0 April, Ca D, 1n tBn (Ambl), 501st Inf assaulted to M•/OB HENDERSON and provided security for

eli insertion of Btry B(-), 2d Bn(Amblt llth Arty and Btry B, 12S h Arty
(ARTN), The company pasted to the operational control of the 3d Bde.

Also on 30 April, the olt Bn (Ambl), 5a1st Inf terminated operations
south of Wa EVANS and moved by air to FS/OB KATHRYN to commenoe reconna -
sance in force operations to locate and destroy enefR anti-dircraft weapons
and base camrps in the area. The battOlio n 1 pasyt the operational
control of the let Byae. The ilt Bn (Ambl), 5T6th Inf passed OPON to the
lot Bde at 16i0 honrs and continued operations southwest of FS/tB BULLET.
Four US and one I qVN battalion oere now conducting operations and inst
elements of the 29th NVA Regt in the mountains, vicinity the SONG Bo River.

The 2d BdR continued to provide support for pacification and develop-
ment program in the lowland areas and assuued responsibility for thepiedmont area of PHCKG DIEN District south of CAMP EVANS. Mobile training

teams continued to improve the combat proficiency of Rt and PF units and
to teach PSDF fundamentals of defense.

The 3d Bde continued reconnaissance in force operations with two US
battalions in operational coordination wth the lttl 2d and 4th Bn, lot

ARVN Regt south of FS/OB RIPCORD and PATTON. On 1 May, the 2d Bn. 54th
RVN Regt moneds by anr to LA VANG. The ed Bn(-) moved by air to Fs/OB

OAREILLY to provide security for the firebase and to conduct pltrol andambush operations northwes -t of _FS/OB RIPCORD. On 5 MaY, Co D, lot Bn,
(Ambl), 501st Inf was relieved a~t YS/CB HENDERSull by Co A and the Recon

Platoon. DCO then moved by air from the firebase and returned to controlof the parent unit at nS/OB BASTOMN. Co A, 2d Bn (Anbl), 501st Iofp with
the Reconnaissance Platoon, moved by air to FS/OB HENDERSON to provide

security for the F1S/B.

(b) Significant Activities* At 2914009 vicinity Iq)505077, t.he 2d Pit,
Co B, 2d Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf received mortar and! heavy small arms fire from
an enemy force located in bankers at a distance of 10 meters* The platoon
employed organic weapons, tube artillery and ARA and was reinforced by the
remaindfer of the oompany, Company C and the reconnaissance platoon. As
the US elements saneuverea against the enemy foroe, supported by air strikes,
ARA and tube artillery, the enemy fled to a second bunker complex at 1515
hours. At 1549 hours the enemy fled to a third bunker complex, The contact

Inclosure 1
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lin Aib~r~i :vinki' (Araii.), .-rkiA Endling 51 Jisy 1'rl!Q, ý C1'-'.
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n•ix- K'ýA .- tri 26 W.IA

At Ow)loO, vicinity YD44564 (4 KM NW of I•/uh Toh rAVc-FtN) the Irt tn,
54th V1(VTi Rept en:-ti'd tn entimrted two enemy platoons in bunkern 50 'eti ri
from their toit itn. The ernmy returned sma:l ar; u fire and withJ',. ...
W-s emplloved anri a .weep 'evealed 28 NVA KIA. ARVN casu;Ities were five K!b.
•mnd 26 WIA.

(2) 6 - 12 MY l1170.

(a) On 6 may, the 4th Bn 54th AR•N Regt assaulted into an 12 northwest
of F¶i/OB TUN TAVERN,(vicinity FS/OB MINK) and joined the lst and 2d Bn, 54th
U{RVN Roet conduction operations aiinst eleuents of the 66th NVA BRegt in the

area. On 7 May, the 2d Bn, 54th ARVN Regt was extracted and moved by air to
CIAM1 CARRuL and tien by vehicle to DONG 1kA.

In reaction to heavy enemy activity in the FS/OB HENDERSON area on 6 My,
Co Bp, d Bn (Ambl), 187th Inf and Co D, Ist Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf pas3ed to
the operational control of the 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf and assaulted into the
area north of FS/OB HENDERSON on 7 May to locate enemy units. A 3d bde con-
trol element directed operations from the firebase. Companies C and D1, 2d
Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf passed to the operational control of the 2d Bn (Ambl),
506th Inf and continued operations south of FS/OB RIPCORD.

Co C, 3d Bn (Ambl), 187th Inf and Co D, 1st Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf returned
Sto arent unit control on 8 May and the 3d ide terminated operations in the
P/OB HENDERSON area as the 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf returned to CAMP EVA1S.
The 2d Bn, 2d ARVN Regt passed OPOON to the 54th ARVN Regt to provide security
for FS/OR HENDlERSON.

On 9 Iby, the 2d Bn(-) (Ambl), 501st Inf redeployed in the division AO
vicinity FS/GB GLADIATOR ard GRANITE with Co C and D returning to battalion
control. Co A remained at CAMP EVANS to augment security and reeqaip.

On 10 May, the 1st Bn, 1st ARVN Regt terminated operations with the 3d

BMe vicinity FS/OB RIPCORD and moved to L, VANG to provide security in the
area. The xd Bde continued operations with two US and one ARMN battalion
in the mountains south of FS/OB RIP(X)RD and PATTON.

Also on 10 May, the division assumed OPCON of Detachment B-52, 5th

Special Forces Group (A). Tw companies and element& of the headquarters
moved by air from NHA TRANG to QUANG TRI and then by vehicle to MAI LOC.
The detachment began preparations for insertion of reconnaissance teams into
the division AO on 15 MHY.

On 11 May, the 3d Bn, 54th ARVII Regt terminated operatiqns with the let
Bde vicinity the SONG BO River and moved by aft to FS/OB ANZIO.

On 12 Hiy, the 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved to PWU BAI COIBAT BSo to
conduct bnttal n refresher training and returned to operational control -f
the 2d Bde. The 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th Itf returneid to OPCON of the 3d Bde and
continued operations against elemerý?rpo[ the 803 NVA, Regt. The (T of the
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(u)

5d Bn, 5d ARVN Reý't moved by air to FS/0B KATHRYN to prepare for asmoialt of
elements of the htttalion into area south of the firebase on 13 M•y in
0PCOOJRD with the 1st Bde.

Throughout the period 6 - 11 May, A Btry (8-in), lt Bn 39th Arty oun-
t •nued daily moves from CAM EVANS to the ar-a South of FS/OB JACK to deliver
heavy artillery on suspected enemy mortar locations in the vicinity of F`;/OB
GLADIATOR and GRANITE. The battery returned to CAOL EVANS each night.

(b) Signific-ant Activities. At 060505, F'S/OB IENDERSON received RPG,
small arms fire, satchel charges, recoilless rifle and mortar fire followed
by a will organized and coordin tted grourd attack by the 8th Bn, 66th NVA
Regt. Fires, started when the NVA employed flame throwers against the fire
base, a-used approximately 1000 rounds of 155mm artillery ammunition to
explode. Defending forces supported by ARA, tube artillery and gunships
accounted for 29 NVA killed. The enemy withdrew at 0720. Co B, 2d Bn (Ambl),
501st Inf moved by air to reinforce Co A, 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf, and to
conduct a daylight sweep. Friendly elements received incoming mortar fire
sporadically throughout the day, Artillery, ARA, gunships, and air strikes
were employed against enemy mortar positions. The 2d Bn, 2d ARVN Regt
assaulted south of FS/OB HENlERSON to locate and destroy the remainder of the
enemy force. A number of friendly casualties were caused by the exploding
155mm artillery ammunition. Thirty-two US more killed in action, 33 wounded,
and two missing in action. ARVN casualties were 19 KIA and 45 WIA.

On 7 My, FS/OB HENDERSON continued to receive sporadic mortar and recoil-
less fire throughout the day, resulting in four US and three ARVN WVA.

At 070450, YD429122, (FS/CB MAUREEN) the 2d Pit, Co D, 1st Bn (Ambl),
506th Inf received 60mm mortar fire, small arms and satchel charges from an

estimated enemy company. The platoon returned fire while a flareship and
ARA were emplo:'ed. Elements of the company moving to reinforce the platoon
received small arms fire from an enemy force at 20 meters. The element re-
turned small arms fire and the enemy fled. ARA, gunships and air strikes
were employed on suspected eneqr locations at 0700. 60= mortar fire was
received by the company at 0800 and iain at 1500. Six US were killed in
action and 12 wounded. A sweep revealea four NVA KIA.

On 7 and 8 M~y, the let Bn, 54th 3RMN Regt continued to engage enemy
forces in the FS/OB TUN TAVERN area accounting for 36 NVA MlA. At 080900,
vicinity YD043360, the battalion discovered 30 graves containing 97 enemy
bodies apparently killed by AF air strikes during the previous week.

At 091030, vicinity YD495954, Co A, 2d Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf received small
arms and RPG fire and fragmentation grenades from an estimated 12 - 15 ener
in bunkers. The company returned fire and withdrew as artillery, ARL, gul-
ships, and air strikes were employed. A sweep of the area revealed 18 NVA
KIA. US casualties were one KIA and 12 WIA.

The period 10 - 12 M1y was marked by light contact in the division AO.
Eighteen enemy were killed by small arms..ARA..A.uba-ar±1flIAiv-_ aunshins.
and air strikes.
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(5) 1~ 20 ?h*y 1q7k)

(a) Cm 15 ?ut, the 5d Bn, ýd Regt (.-iTn) moved by air from CA* 2AL "
to FS/CB V.G;1L to join the lst BMe c ;nducting offeraive operations airfn~t
elements of the 20th hYA Regt in the mountains southwest of HEE. The three
.Li•V•: co parnies combut t•saulted from Ws/iOB VEGHEL with Companies A and B,
lst Ba (Ambi), 50lst inf, into two landing zones south of the UAU lA River.
The ARVN co:panies conducted patrols to the south and the two US comvqnies
conducted pitrols north tow-rd the river.

Inclement weatr.er postponr.d the planned insertion of reconnaissance
teams of Det B52, 5th SiFG (A) an 15 May. Two teams were inserted into the
Vietnamese Salient vicinity XD922283 and 7M881240 on 16 May.

On 1A My, in response %o intelligence indicating a possible enei
Atta.ck against P.:U BAI Comh.t Base and the DONO HA Training Center in oele-
hration of the birthday of HO CtI- ýI{NH, Companies B and C, 2d Bn (Ambl),
501st If passed to the operational control of PHU BAI Base Defense. Co A
passad OPCCN to the let Bn (Ambi), 502d Inf to screen south of PHJ BAI.

The division observed a cease fire and all offensive operations terminated
with units as:using a defensive posture from 181200 to 191200 May,

On 19 M)y, the 4th En, 1st Regt (APfVN) extracted from the 3d Bde Au and
noved by air to LA VANG to refit and provide security in the area, leaving
the 2d and 3d battalions conducting operations in coordination with the 3d
Bde sout, of FS/OB RIPCORn.

Also on 19 May, the 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf completed battalion refresher
training and prepared for redeployment into the division AO. Comparny C
assaulted from PHU BAI Combat Base to FS/OB BRICK and prepared to receive
artillery. On 20 M1y, the remainder of the battalion moved by air to PS/OB
BRICK to commenoe search operations in the TA TRi;CH River Vally, and passed
to the oper,-ational ountrol of the 1st Bde.

Cc 20 Fay, t~he planned extraction of the 1st Bn (Ambl), 501st laf from
vicinity -FS/OB KATBRYN to PHU BAI Combat Base to conduct battalion refresher
training aas postponed due to inclement weather.

The 2d Bde continued to operate it the piedmont and to deploy Mobile
Training Teams to increase the capabilities of teritorial forces.

(b) Significant Activities. At 160428, vicinity yYD487065, Co A, 2d 3n
(Ambl), 50a, Inf received RVG fire from an enemy location north of their
night defensive position. Seven minutes later the company reoeives RPG,
autuvatic weapons and small arms fire from the enemy east and west of the
position. The cempany returned orgnic weapons and idbe artillery fire.
A USAF flareship was employed to provile illumination. At 0521 hours the
.econ Plt engaged enemy movement at YD490068. A first light sweep of both
contact areas ty the Recon Plt revealed fivs NVkA KIA, two AK-478 and one 'PG
launc~her r-L-Vxed. US losses w7F-1our.T•..aa 22.•mruad ...
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At 160650, vicinity YD918?56, while slippcrting the inaertion of Recirn
Team5, 52,5th SFC{A), an UiIG from Btry C, 4t'- 3m (Aerial Arty) , 7 th

Arty (Ambll), received 25mm mackine gun fire* Directed by the UHlH oornair-A
and contrul aircraft, the Cobra engz3ed the area killing 55 enemY and destroy-

igtwo 2J ton trucks. The 1st Pit, 2d Co, 81st Abs agr Bn (AIM, SF) vas
inserted near the target Lire-t. to c-r)iiuct futher assessment of the -i~A firre-9.

Te element made oontact with an entimated 50 enmy kiiLing three ami sua-
tirdng one ýJS and one LoMV VIA. The plitoon was unable to reach tho- targt--

**re ad asexrate foma hot Iyanig zoneie t1820Ohoursby Co B, 1 5Pth

ported missing with four crew members and two passengers aboard. T~he Aerial

RiflePlaton, Toop , 52d Std Signal) 17h C )wa inserted a M528o
19 M to ondut a ea by forothe ire aft.Theiptlatoo weas foruc3edu ian-

~~~~~~ofteectlocatingof the aircraft on a xrce ro t akes n ebr ofther

OAbl n 19 miso o the 50Co 1st Si gna Bn (jigI). The injurted icrewt meste

907234 to conduct asasessment of the ABA attack conducted on 16 May. The
occnpary Totographed two destroyed 2J - 5 ton type vehicles and was extracted

2D MeW~. Sporadic contact with the eneiW restilted in 13 ARVY WIA during

the operation.

At 201155, vicinity 1ID496069, the Recam 21t and Co A, 2d En (.*1i), 502dI
Inf received inteswu am" arm and RFG fire from three sides at 15 maters.
The element returned firs, employed ARK and maneurvered aga~inst the enemy.
Contact terminated at 1250 hours as the enemy' fled leaving one KIL. US cas-
ulaties vere ttree KIA. and n~ine VIA.

The 2d En (L*zk), 501st DT compl~eted refresher tra~inin~g on 19 May and
redeployed in i~w AD0 on 20 Miy. The Bn conducted a combat asisault vic inity
FS3 BRICK to couduct search o-erations in the Tk TRCH River Valley and passed
to the operational control of the let Bde.

Thrau~xout the period 13 - 3D Moky elements of the 2d and 3d Battalions,
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lot Rogt (AIMN) mule k-ontAot with the enemy vicinity FM HAAB&RBARK rult4ng

in 61 NVA KIA and 11 ARVN WIA.

(4) 21 MIy - I Jux, I1T)

(a) On 2'i M•y, the l1t Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved by air from FS/GB
KATHRYN to PH.j BAI Combat Base and began preparation for battalion refresher
training. The battalion passed from the operational control of the lot Bde
to OP.CON of the 'd Bda. The Ad Bde assumed responsibility for the portion
of the TIMlI3 FURKS area of the SONG BO River vacated by the extraction of
the Ist Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf as Co B, lot Bn (Amhi), 506th Iaf moved by air
from tAB "KA.W to lx/il KATHR11 to provide security for the firebase ant
conduct local patrolling. The lot Bde continued combined operations southast
of HUE v th the )A Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf and the 3d Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) conducting
operationni AC;inut elements of two battalions of the 29th NVA Regt in the
vicinity of F'S/OB VMiIEL.

On 24 fby, Companies A and D, lot Bn (Lmbl), 501st Inf moved by air to
FP KATHRM and piocd to the operational control of the let Bn (Ambl), 506th
Inf to conduct patrol operations north and south of the firebese. This move-
ment was made in reaction to increased enemy activity in the area.

Also on 24 May, the lot Bn (Ambl), 327th mnf terminated operations vicinity
1S/0B BASTCCE and moved south to FS/OB VEGIEL to asaume control of area Tang
to conduct operations in coordination with the 3d Bn, 3d Regt (ARIN). The
2d Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf terminated operations in the vicinity of M• VEC2FL
and moved north to FS/OB BASTOME, asnuminm control of area Uniform.

On 26 My, the 3d Bn, lot Regt (ARVN) terminated operations in coordins.-
tion with the 3d Bde, vicinity 15/OB 0 'REILLY and BARBARA and moved by air to
LA VANG to conduct stand down. The 4th Bn, )d Regt (AkRN) moved by air from
LA VANG to vicinity YD2433, east of Pn/CB BARBARA, to conduot reonnaissanoe
in force operations in the area.

On 27 May, Companies A. and D, lot Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf were released from
OPOON of the lt Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf and returned by air to FS/OB BIRMINGHAM
and control of the parent unit. The lot Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf terminated
battalion refresher training and assumed control of area Whiskey from the
lot Bn (Ambi), 502a inf. The let Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf moved to PH BAI Comb-
bat Base to prepare for battalion refresher training to begin on 28 May.

The 2d Bde continued operations in the piedmont in the northern fringes
of the canopy of THUA THIEN Province and conducted extensive patrol and night
ambmth operations in coordination with territorial forces to deny the enenq
access to the population in the coastal lowlands.

The division continued to employ extensive ground and aerial sensor devices
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to locate and monitor rinemy movement and continued to on" suspected enemy
locations with artillery fires and USAP aircraft. Dot B52, 5th SF(A) con-
tiuaed 0oeration BARBER GL&A• maintatning reconnaissance and roadrunner tea.ms
in the division area of operation.

(b) Significant Activities. On 21 Mly, two OH6k helicopters from the
2d SqLn (Ambl), 17th Cay received ground fire at 1353 bours, vicinity YC
495859a and at 1625 hours, vicinity XD781248, crashed and burned. Both air-
craft were total losses and three crew members were wounded in action.

At 230940, vicinity YD499069, Co A, 2d Bn (Ambl), 502L Inf discovered
tuenty 4'x3'x4' bunkers containing bodies of twelve NVA killed by artillery,
small arms md helicopter fire,

At 231655, vicinity XD912271, a UHlH from Co B, 158th Avn Bn (A-H) (Lmbl),
while conducting visur-1 reconnaissance in support of Operation BARBER MA•

received ground fire, crashed and burned. Six US and two ARVN were killed
in action, including the commanding officer, Dot B52, 5th SYG(,L).

At 231800, and again at 2000 hours, at IM KATMRN, Co A, let Bn (Ambl),506th Inf was attacked by fire with 60mm and 82ma mortar fire impacting in-
side the perimeter. Two to three 82mm marttar rounds, roived during the

2000 hour attack, contained agent CS. ARA and tube artillery was employed
against suspected ahemy locations. Resulta of the two attacks mere three
US Ml and 25 WIL.

At 240600, vicinity 'YD075394 (2 KH SW of F•SB MNTDESON), .the 4th Bn,
54th Regt (ARVN) received HPG and s9mli arm fire from an estimated enemy
company surrounding their night defensive position. The element returned
organic weapons fire and employed ARA and tube artillery. A. sweep of the
contact area revealed 45 NVA, KIA. ARVN casualties were four KIA and 16 WIA.

At 261010, in reaction to a contact by e]eamnts of Co C, 2d Bn (A*1),
506th Inf which resulted in two US WIA, UHEIR Mbdevac helicopter from Co C,
326th Mbd Bn (Ambl), while lowering the jingle penetrator at ID328206,
recived one RPG round in the fuel cell, crashed and harned. All four crew
members mare killed in action,

At 271048, vicinity YD436124, the Recon Plt, lot Bn (Aubi), 506th Inf,
while conducting patrol activities near F5B YURMN, received RPG and small
ar fire from an enemy force at 35 moters. The elemnt returned organic
wapons fire and tube artillery. The enemy broi contact and fled. ARA was
requested and arrived on station at 1105 hours and a pink team arrived at
1143. Ono NYA was killed by AnA fire. At 1808 hours the platoon engaged
two enemy with small arms fire at 75 meter-. An enemy force returned P.PG,
automatic weapons and small arms fire. ARA a.i ganships arrived on station

I-DNICONFIDENTIAL



71 uUNFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 1 (Operations Narrative) to Operational Report - Lessons learned,
101st Airborne Division (ir~Aobile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, ROS CsFER-65
(R2) (U)

and iMidiately engsed several enemy. Contact terminated at 1915 hours.
A sweep of the area revealed six NTV killed by helicopter firs, aix by ARI
fire and seven by amll arm fire. Two US were wounded in action.

At 280130, FS/OB O'REILLY, the Ist and 2d Companif., lst Bn, let Rect
(ARVN) received mortar fire followed by a ground attack employing RPG and
sma1l armo fire. Elements on the firebase returned org.nio weapons fire and
tube artillery. A flareship and MUA were requested and on station at 0155
and 0205 hours respectively. Thie enemy yas repulsed before daylight and a
first light sweep revealed 77 NVA IA., two IW, 29 AL-47's, eight RPG la•nhewr,
three Soviet LP0 flame throvers and two Chicom radios. Three ARVN mre killed
and 15 wvunded in the action.

At 281930, vicinity YD581309, the PHONG DIN District Chief was killed
while driving to his hone when he was attacked by Viet Cong employing B-40
roeke ts.

During the period 29 May to 1 June, 15 enemy were killed in spomdic activ-
ities throughout the division AO. Seven wer killed by helicopter fire, four
by small arm fire, two by tactical air strikes and two by artillery fire. An
additional five NVA KIA were discovered in gravee.

(5) 2-9Ju 1970

(a) This period was carked by an increase in enemy contact with AIMh
units and light contact with units of the division. ARYN and territorial
force units accounted for 232 NVA and 20 VC killed in action. Thirty-seven
enemy were killed in light contact with units of the division during the
period.

On 2 June, the division provided aviation assets in support of the 2d n,
54th Regt (ARVN) in the successful defense of FS/CB TUN TALWIU against a deter-
mined attack by elements of the 66th NVA Regt which bad moved from the BA
LONG Valley area. Troop•e A and B, 2d Sqirn (AJbl), 17th Cay provided contin-
uous air cover in the area during the period of contact.

At 021255, the 2d Bde passed OPOON of the let Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf to
the 3d Bde and asumed. operational control of the 1st Bn (A*i), 506th inf
which moved by air from PS/OB KATHRIN to CAMP ZVANS to assume the mission of
Division Ready Force and prepare for battalion refresher training. The lot
Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved Dy air from PS/0B BIMINGkM and ARSNAL to PS/CB
UATHMI and assumed responsibility for area Sierra. The 1st Bn (Ambl), 502d
Inf redeployed in the AC vicinity FS/0B BMUNGWAM to provide security for the
firebase and conduct patrol and ambush operstiona in the area.

Co 3 June, division aviation assets supported the insertion of the 3d

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL 12

Inclosure 1 (Oper.ttonn Narrative) to Operatiuonal Report - Loauons Learned,
101st Airborne Divsuion (kirmubile), Period gradinp i1 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65

Bn, 1st Regt (AWVN) wid the extraction of the ?~d Bn, 54th Regt (LHVkV) in
the ý3;/Oq TU¶N 2AVIM: UI . 'he 5d '-n, lst l•u#ut (ARVI:) iussed tU the operational
control of the 54tb Regt (AKVN). The 1st 11n, let Regt (ARVN) moved by air
from 'S/C'B 1AJI|RA u•pl U'IREILLY to LA VAd(,. 'rhwe Wi Bn, 1st Relft (ARVIN) re-
mained in the B/F 1ARBkAR - O'REILLY area ;-Ki assunmd the security minsion
f.or ý'3/CiB 0'. lLY.

At 060800, the 'ýd Bde assumed 0PCuW of the lst Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf from
the 2d Bde as the battalion completed refresher training and moved by air
from CAMP EVANS to FS/0B RIPCORD and GWIi' to provide security for the fire-
bases and conduct operations in area Quebec. The 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf
terminated operations vicinity FS/CIB RIPOORD and moved by air to CAI-T EVA.NS
to prepare for refresher training and assumed the mission of Division Ready
Force.

Also on 8 June, the l1t Bn, 1st Regt (ARYN) muved by air from LA YANG
to FS/0B OtRSILLY to p.rovide security for the firebise and conduct local
operations in the vicinity of the firebase. The 2d Bn, lst Regt (ARVN)
moved by air from FS/OB 0'REILLY to LA VANG to provide security in the area
and stand down.

On 9 June, Det B52, 5th SFC(A) extracted all teams from the division
area of operation and conducted stand down at MAI LOC. During the period
16 Mhy - 9 June the detachment accounted for 50 eneuy killed in action while
sustaining seven US KIL, eight US WIA, 4 ARYN KIA and 36 ARm wIA.

(b) Significant Activities. At 020430, FS/OB TUN TAWERN, the 2d Bn, 54th
Regt (ARVN) received an attack from all sides of the fizebaee by the 9th Bn,
66th NVA Regt employing 82m- mortar, 75rm recoi.less rifle, RPG and small
arms fire. Elements on the firebaae returned organic weapons fire and employed
flareships, ARA, tube artillery anA air strikes, The enemy penetrated the
perimeter and was able to occupy bunkers on the east side of the firebase.
The situation was static at 0645 hours* At 0930 hours a renewed assault was
made on the firebase from the north and northwest but was immediately re-
pulsed. The eneqr was driven from the firebase by 1115 hours although it
continued to receive 75m recoilless rifle and 82mau mortar fire sporadically
throughot the day.

A sweep of the contact area revealed 81 NVA KIA and one PW. Three US
from the 501st Sig Bn (Anbl), in support of the 1st Bn, 54th Regt (ARN) were
casualties. Two were killed and one was wounded in action. ARVX casualties
were 50 KIA and 119 WIA. Two US and one Australian advisor were wounded in
action.

At 031453, vicinity YD022354 (1 KH W of FSB LANGLEY), the lot Bn, 54th
Regt (kRVN) discovered 20 NVA killed by air force and two bunkers with over-
head cover destroyed by air strikes.
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At 041500, vicinity FS/OB TUN TAVWRI (YDO585283), the 3d fin, 1t Rert (ARV!,),
in a mseep conducted near the firebase, discovered 45 NVA killed by air
strikes within the previous 72 hours. At 1640 hours the battalion enra.ed
an enemy f.!roe with organic weapons fire, killing 10 NVA while sustaining
two KIL. On the following day, elements of the battalion killed four more

NVA that kid attace~d with 82= mortar and small arms fire one kilometer
southeast of 5'S/OB TUN TAVF.RN.

At 060550, the 3d Co, 3d Bn, 1st Regt (AMY) enaged an estimated two
enemy companies with small arm fire at a range of 150 raters at YD043331.
Tube artillery and ARk were employed and a sweep revealed 11 IVA KU. At
1410 hours, vicinity YD035343, elements of the 1st Bn, 54th Rept (ARVN)
didcovered the bodies of 12 NVA KIA.

On 8 June, elements of the division discovered the bodies of seven NVA
killed by artillery and air strikes in previous contacts and accounted for
11 more NVA KI& on 9 June as contact with enemy elements in the division AO
remained light.

(6) 10 - 16 June 1970

(a) On 10 June, elements of the K4C Bnt 4th KVA Regt launched attacks
by fire against units of the 2d Bde occupying IS/OB LOS BA2NOS, PHU LOC District
Headquarters and UQOC NOOT Bridge. A similtaneousi ground and mortar attack
was directed at FS/OB TUMAHAWK. As part of the reaction to this contact the
division provided aviation assets to the HOC BAD Company and territorial
forces for movement and assualt into l¶U LOC District to regin contact with
the enezU after their withdrawal.

Also on 10 June, Det B52, 5th SFG(A) moved by vehicle to QJANG TRI and
prepared for movement to NHA TRXNG for stand down.

Poor weather conditions on 12, 13 and 14 June caused postponement of
several tactical moves by air and the cancellation of 18 sorties of tactical
air support. Improved weather conditions on 15 June permitted the division
to continue extensive armed aerial reconnaissance in the division AO and to
accomplish the repositioning of several units.

At 150900, the 1st Bn (Anbl), 501st Inf moved by air from FS/OB KATHRYN
and passed from the operational control of the 3d Bce to QICON of the 2d
Bde. The battalion assumed resuinsibility for security of FS/CB RAKKASAN and
initiated patrol and ambush operations in area Romeo to prevent infiltration
of NVA and guerilla forces into the populated lowlands.

The 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf wved by air from the vicinity of FS/OB
RIPCORD to vicinity FS/CB KATHRYN to assume responsibility for area Sierra.
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and conduct operationa to locate aid destrny elements of the 805d NVA Regt.

The 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf completed battalion refresher training and
redeployed in the AU moving by air from CAMP EVANS to 1'S/OB RIPCCORD to assume
responsibility for area Quebec. The battalion provided security for the
flrebase uid initiated reconnaissance in force operations in the area.

The 1st Bn, 3i Regt (ARVN), operating in coordination with the let Bn
(Akbl), 327th Inf, conducted a combat assault on 15 June into the area north-
east of FSB (GECGIA, vicinity YD4406, and began reconnaismanoe in force oper-
ations to the south on two axes.

(b) Sigificant Activities. At 100140, the 4th NVA Regt began four
separate attacks on US units located in PIU LOC District. Co D(-), 2d Bn
(Ambl), 327th Inf at FS/OB TOWAWK, received a ground attack supported by
82sm mortar, RPG and small arms fire by the 7M, Sapper Compacy. Tube artil-
lery, ARA, 81mm mortars, fougasse and organic weapons more employed against
the ene37. Contact was broken at 0218 hours, although sporadic mortar fire
continued until 0550 hours. None of the enemy, estimated to be 70 in strength,
penetrated the perixater. Tuenty-eight NVI were killed and three prisoners
were captured. One US was killed and two mere wounded in action.

At 100144, PHM LOC District Headquarters and the command post, 26 Bn
(Anbl), 327th Inf received two RPG rounds, one 122mm rocket and 20 - 25 82um
mortar rounds resulting in eight US WIL, including two US W.CV advisors and
one USIC.

Between the hours of 0150 and 0445, Co B(-), 21 Bn (Axbl) 327th Inf,
at FS/OB LOS BAMNS received approximntely twelve 82mm mortar rounds, most
of which impacted outside the perimeter. One US wan vounded in action.

At 100158, mobile training team number 10, located vicinity NUOC N1OT
Bridge (ZD152010), received 15 mortar rounds, followed by three more at
0540 hours. The element employed 81=n mortar fire on suspected enezy
locations.

At 100520, the 1st Co, 4th Bn, 54th Regt (ARW), at FS/CB ROY, reoeived
10 - 20 82 mortar rounds. Counter mortar fires were employed, no casualties
were sustained.

The period 11 - 14 June was marked by light activity in the division AO.
Two US were killed in action as the division accounted for 19 IvM KM.
Twelve NVA bodies were discovered KIA from earlier contacts. The bodies
were found in graves or hidden from view in heavily vegetated areas. Gun-
ships from the 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cay accounted for three NVA KIM, USAP
air strikes killed tvo NVA, and ground action resulted in two WVk KIA.
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At 150945, gunshipe from Trp A, 2d Scrn (kAbl) 17th Car engaged an enemy
force vicinitY XD869565. At 1054 hours the Aerial Rifle Platoon, 7'rp A,
2d ScqiD (LAh*), 17th Ca was inserted to swiep the contact area a&n confirged
twelve NV& killed by helicopter. The pi &toon engaged one enemy at 50 asters
at 1215 hous resulting in one NVA KIA.

on 16 june, in area Oscar, vicinity FEB GEORGIA, the let Bn, 3d Regt
(ARVN) made contact with enemy forces employing smll arms, RPG and 60mm
mortar fire at 0945, 1030 and 1450 hours. The lot and X Companies employed
smal arm and artillery fire resulting in three IYA killed by artillery
and eight NVA killed by small arms. One A.RVN was killed and 20 wounded in
the contacts.

(7) 17 - 25 June 1970

(a) On 17 June, at XD898316, elements of Trp A, 2d Sqdn (Aubl), 17th CaL,
while conducting visual reconnaissance in the FSB LELTHMENECK area, observed
10 NUA in the open, 150 - 200 log reinforced bmnkers, 15 Pap tents, two burning
camp fires, numerous lean-too, 10 latrines and a network of trails leading
into the area.

Extensive visual reconnaissance by elements of the 21 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th
Cay throughout the day on 18 June revealed heavy enemy activity and a large
number of additional bunkers in the FM IEATHEMECK area. Ti area was enid
by gunships, artillery and air strikes throughout the afternoon. There were
two incidents of ground to air fire in the area.

On 19 June, elements of the 2d Sqdn (knbl), 17th Cav, while conducting
bomb damamg assessment of air force tactical air strikes, located an evacuated
600 van hospital complex west of MB IZATHERNECK. Trp D, 2cd Sqdn (Ambl), 17th
Cay was inserted into the area and discovered medical supplies, rice, grtnades
and misoellaneous equipment.

On 21 June, Trp D and the Reconnaissance Compny (EDC B&O), lot Inf Div
(ARVN) conducted a combined assault -into the FSB LJATHEMECK - ROBIN area
to seek out and destroy enemy bunkers and cache sites. Contimiwus air cover
was piavided by the 2i Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cay.

Also on 21 June, the let Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf redeployed in the 10, pas-
sing to the operational control of the let Bde and moving by air to FSi BASTOMS
Co A secured the firebase while Companies B, C and D initiated search and
attack patrols in the vicinity of the firebase.

The 2d Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf moved by vehicle from vicinity MSB BASTOC
to CLMP SAGME and prepared for battalion refresher training and asguned the
mission of Division Ready Force.
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On 22 june, a task force under con'.zol of the id Bda, operating in coordin-
a4tion with the 5th Bn, 2d Regt (LRVN), oonsisting of Co &, 2d •n (Anbl), 502d
Inf, Co B, lst Bn (AWbl), 5.1st Inf, the HOC BLO Company, add elements of the
2d Sqdn (A.mbl), 17th Cav, conducted operations to further exploit enemW base
areas a•dx cache sites in the vicinity of FSB LEATHERNECK and SHEPMHD. Co A,
2d Mn (Lzbl), 502d Inf and Co B, 1st Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf paessed from opera,-
tional cuntrol of the 13t Bde to OIKLIN of the 3d Bde and assaulted into FE
SIEHWRD. Elements of the 2d Bn (Lnbl), 11th Arty were moved by air to FSB
SiEPIERD and SARCE to provide artillery support to the task force.

On 23 June, Det B52, 5th SFG(A) returned to MYI LOC and pmirod to resuwe
Operation BARM1R GLkAD

On 24 June, the 5th Bn, 2d Regt (ARVN) terminated operations in coordination
with the 3d Bde in the ME LEATHERNECK area. and returned to DONG HA.

On 25 June, the 3d Bde Task Force was withdr .3 from the northwestern por-
tion of the division A&. Co A, 26 Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf and Co B, lot Bn (Aibl),
501st Inf returned to parent unit control; the HOC BAD Co returned to HME and
was released to the control of the 1st Inf Div (ARVN); Btry A(-), 2d Bn (Ambl),
11th Arty moved by air to F3B RIPCORD; and the 2d Sqdn (AAl), 17th Cav resdmd
normal operations. try c(-), 2d Bn (Ambl), 11th Arty remained at YB SARCE

and prepered to redeploy in the 2& Bade AO.

.l.o on 25 June, Det B52, 5th SFG(A) resumesd Operation BARB GLO with
insertion of the 2d Plt, 44th Ranger Co into the vicinity of XD8344.

(b) Significant Activities. At 170340, vicinity =D441066 (Area Oscar),
the light CP, 21 and 5d Companies, 1st En, 3d Regt (ARVN), operating in coordin-
ation with the 1st Bn (Ambl), 327th Inf, engaged an estimated enemy platoon

near their night defensive position. Org•nic weapones, tube artillery, AMA,
and a flareship mere employed and resulted in 32 NUA KIA. ARVN casualties
were four with minor wounds.

On 18 June, in the Vietnamese Salient (XD88631), gunships, ARA, anid air
strikes wore employed resulting in 26 NVA KUL. Weather precluded the insertion
of Trp D, 2c Sqdr (Ambl), 17th Cay into the axea to conduct Patrul ad sour-
veillanoe operations.

The weather cleared permitting insertion of Troop D on the 19th and a re-
cently evanuated hospital complex was discovered. Nine enes7 were killed in
the Vietnamese Salient.

The insertion of Trp D and the ARP, Trp B, at Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Car and
the H0C BAO Co into the vicinity of FSB ROBIN on 21 June to perform bomb damge
assessment and to exploit B52 strikes, resulted in discovery of 62 bankers,
50 tons of rice, medical supplies, six NVA killed by air foroe, a shirt iden-
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tifying elements of Lhi 7th Bn, obtL !'Vk ReKt, i-rl capture -.f tw; PW8. 2hroe
US were wounded in actron vtwrn the Akr., T-p b, 21 :.jin (Abi ., 1 th "v r~c*-;-`
LIMal! arri fire axi £ru#owuttton gmrndaet fr :! , - 5I enemy at 15 Mrte", It•-
element retur.ed fI'Ie but tii enemy witldrew .lnd a eveep revea.led no eneLV
casualties.

The 3d 5de cowbýuwd task force, mniert~e-_ Jrtu t,* v-clnity ?;b LAT.NiC5
on 22 June, located and destroyed eneLy -,srtaflatac.ns anýe food ftuffs u-t. 1
,hey were extracted on 25 June. Tutils for tre period 1i - 25 June in •AIe
azra were 6) NVA K2A, two PW, L2 tons of rioe, three tons of sa&t, 10 c.-sen
of miscellaneous foodstuffs, three individ•ual and one crew aer-vd wealAcm
captured, 19,500 kK-47 rouwkda, 4,6l .'.7=m rouinds, 51(' RPG rouJafin, 4t. '57a
recoilless rifle rounds, and 15 1?,?amu rockets. A totai of 285 'mu~nkers were
destroyed.

At 221600, vicinity YD172266, (I KY W of FSB Jt&ROM), the 2d Cr, Ist Br,
lst Regt (ARVN) discovered a training area consisting of a rifle range, 50
huts with underground bunkers, and .an ammunitioin Inkor ccnt.inLng 10,0OC1
AK-47 rounds, 200 RPC rourds and 4Q NVA unifcrme with no narkines.

At 231045, vicinity 184256, (2 K S1W of FSB X&RDMO), the let Bn, Ist Regt
(ARYN) engged an estimated two eneay jpdatoons with urgamic weapns, gunships
and tube artillegy. The enemy returned small arm fire and fled. A sweep of
the oont.ict area revealed 47 NVA KIA ani a lArg enesW base camp reuitiang
in 10 IWC, 11 CSWC, 158,450 AX-47 rounds, 50,000 12.7mm mxchinein roends,
780 RM rounds, 30 anti-tank mines, 16V bunkers, two a*nivl cages and two
P cages. The area west and south of -3 JER0A is a known rear service area
supporting the 812th NVX Reat and the 7th Pront. Pour ARVN were wounded in
action.

It 241430, vicinity )D217232, the lst Bn, 2d Regt (AMf) discovered graves
containing 43 NVL killed by an air force B52 strike approximately 10 daya
earlier.

(8) 26 June - 7 July 1970

(a) The division continued to provide aviation assets to the lst Iaf Div
(ARVN) and the lst Bde, 5th Inf Div (Vech) throughout this period. Assets
were also provided to Det B52, 5th SFG(A), until the termination of Operation
BRMR GCIAI on 30 June. There were a total of 117 incidents of aircraft
receiving ground fire. One aircraft was shot down by 12.7m- Michie@.n fire
and crashed. Nineteen other aircraft were rendered non-flyable.

The division continued extensive employment of ground sensor devices to
locate and monitor enemy movement and engage suspected enen locations vith
artillery and marins, navy and USAF aircraft. Daring the period a totl of
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523 activations were r'curdeQ uid •3•u ruande of mied caliber artillery
ammuitioo wre sired ir re.-ctikj.

The division continued to ooxiuct operations to locate and destroy onem
forces, staging ar3as and line,; of comanication, and to prevent enemy infil-
tration into the popuxlated lowlands and disruption of elections kmla on 28 June.

On 2u June, division aviation assets were provided for tea assault of the
4th 3n, 54th Regt (AMVN) into the area vicinity FSM BRICK. The battalion CP
collocated with the CF, ?d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf to facilitate coordinate4
operations against ele:mnts of the 29th NVA Regizent in area Xray.

On 28 june, an artillery raid wa conducted from FSB BLAZE by E.try B, let
Bn, 83d Arrty. kreplanned targetsulong route 54W, vicinity iS RENDEZVOUS
were engaged.

On 29 June, the 2d Bn (A"bl), 502d Inf completed battalion refresher
training at C;1(1 EAGLE and redeployed by vehicle to the vicinity of FM 7iASTOMIE.
The battalion assuid responsibility for area Uniform, semcrity of the fi.rebeae,
and initiated search and attack patrols in the vicinity of the firebase. The
lot Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved from PSB BASTO(XK to PIN LOC Dist.cict, passed
to the operational oontrol of the 2d 13de, and assumed responsibility for =*:k,
Zulu and securaty of FSB LOS BANOS and TOMLH&WK. The 2t Bn (Ambl), 327th I1f
moved by air and vehicle from PhU LOC District to CAMP EACG1 and began prepar-
ation for battalion refresher training. The battalion also assumed the missi.n
of Division Ready Force.

On 30 Juine, Det B52, 5th SPG(A) terminated OpFiratior BA R (2 and
urep•red to move by air to NEL TRANG.

T'e period I - 7 July saw a narlmd increase in enemy activity in the 5d
Ede area of operation as elements of -the .803d and 6th KVA Regiments conducted
daily attacks by fire on FSB RIPCORtD. Mre than 160 rouns of 60ro and 82=
wortar and 75• recoilless rifle fire mere directed at the firebase during the
first seven dcays of July, resulting in 21 US WIA. In the vicinity of the
firebase US units engaged in 23 enemy ard eight friendly initiated contacts,
resulting in 30 NVA JIA, nine IWC, and two CSWC. US csualties wre 18 killed

and 104 rounded.

On 1 July, the Aero-rirle Platoon, Trp C, 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav was in-
serted west of FSB RIPCORD in reaction to the enemy attacks by fire on the
firebanse. Wben the platoon received fire on the landing zone, Trp D, 2I Sqdn
(Anbl), 17th Cay was inserted to reinforce the ARP. These elements passed to
operational control of the 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf until they were ertracted
on 2 July, returning to parent unit control at 1810 hamrs.

Also on 1 July, the lt Bde passed operational oont.-ol of the 2d Bn (L*i),
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501st Inf to the 2d. Bde and reoponsibility fo~r F5/0B BRICK and area Xru.y to the
4th Bn, 54th Regt (LRVli). The 2d Bn (iAmb), 5.18t Ws movd by air from vicia-
ity F'S/0SBRI~CK to YM HAI Combat Base to prepare for movement to QLMP EVAI'S
and redeloynent.

On 2 July, the 2d Bn (Azmbl), 501st Iof passed to the oper-ational1 control
of the 3d Bde -%nd assw.1ted into landing zwoes south and s~i.thwest of PS/CE
RIPWORD. Tlhe battalion CF co~llocated on the firebase with the OTP, 2d En (kabl),
506thb Inf..

On 5 Jul~y, thxee battalions were repositioned in support of the battalion
refresher treiznin pr-ogram. The lot En (Ambl), 501st 7ýxf terminated operations
in PM IWC Disatrict and mo~vd to vicinity PS/3] VEE(HI4 az~d pa~ued OPOON to '1st
Bda. Th. lot Bn (iirbl), 327th 1sf terminated opera~tionm vicinity FS/(h 'IMEL
axii MBA. to Ck1YP EAGLE, closing at 1812 hours, and began prepazation for refresher
trairirng. The bat-,alion &5ssae the misrion of DRY at 0807 hours. ITPia' 2& Bn
(Ash)), 527th laf completed refreaher training and returned to Mh LOC Dis-
trict and reassumed responsibility for area Zulu.

On 5 and 6 July, Troops C andz D# 2d Sqdn (Anbi), 17th Cay moved to Qupang
Tri, joiaing Tmrop A, to facilitate the concentration of airm~bile cavalry
elements in the northwest portion of the division k0. This movement was in
reaction to intelligence ýoncerning infiltration of the 9;,h Regt, 304th
NVA Division into South Vietnam.

Cn 6 July, additional axrtillei-y (three 155im howitzers) from Btry A, 2d
Bn (Lob).), 11th Arty we0re moved from FS/CE RAMS~&I to FS/C.B R3IC0ED in support
of operations in that area. Six 105mm howitzers o~f Btry 11, 2c En (ALmbJ),
319th Arty and six 155Miz howitzers of Btry A, 26 Ba (Inbi), 11th Arty were
located on the firebase at that tine.

On 7 July, the 1st En, 3d Regt (hRVN) terminated operations vicinity 17S/CB
VEGEL and ~CEORGIA and miaved byair and. vehicle to CAM~ S&LLY to begin re-
fr-,she= training for futture operations.

(b) Significant Activities. on the morning of 26 June, UM~ R"XI was
twice attacIod by fire.* At 0009 hours approxima~tihy ton a~m =rtar rounds
impa~cted. in the area of the 21 Bn (Ambl) ), 3210th Arty and the 4th Bn (A&rial
Arty), 77th Arty (A.h).). CMe US was killed and eight wounded during the
attack. Two UH1H helicopters and one seaiiit w--e d~amaged, and one mainten-
anoe tent wa~s destroyed. At 0247 hours seven 122mm rooksts impacted in the
areas of Co 'S, 159th Avn En (ASE) (Amb).), 4th En (akezial Arty), 77th Arty
(Ambl), 265th MMU, 801st Mairit En (Ash).), Div Ar, and G Sector of the CAM~

EAGIE perimeter. Results were four US VIA; Oow AHiG helicopter and one 3/4
ton M37 track destroyed; one CH-47* one AHG, two 21 ton M135 trmc3'3? two 3/4
ton M37 trucks and two M151 jeeps, da-gd. Aerial rocket artillery, tube
artillery and mortar fire was employed on suspected eneny locations. Aerial
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recornnaisaanoe of the rocket belt and supectnd enemy firing positions reve±Ied
one NVA KIA.

kt 260255, licinity )M442118, the 1st Pit, Co B, 1st .n (Aambl), 5o6th inf
reoeived RPG and small arms fire in their night defensive position. The pla-
toon retuxmd ell arm fiv a, nd employod ARA and a flaxeship. A first liM
sweep of the contact area revealed six XVA 1'L, two AK-47a, two MPG launchers,
tw2 RPG rounds, and 25 J pound satchel charges. UB miaualtiss were four kZA
and eight VUA.

Light and sporadic oontact in the division area of operation during the
period 26 - 30 June resulted in eight NVA [KA and one US killed and eleven

On 1 July, at 0708 hours, on •S/!B RIPCORD, the CP and Co D, 2d En (Imbl),
506th Imf reoeived five 83mm mortar rounds and small arm fire f-.om the south-
east. At 0850, the firebase received 15 rounds of 82mm mortar fire which
impected inside the perimeter. At 1345 hours, the enemsy employed 16 75
recoilless rifle roundd, 6 - 8 impacting inside the firebase perimeter. At
1912 hours, four raunds of 82vm mortar fire landed on the firebase. Artillery,
air strikes and orgarac mortaxr fire were employed on suspected enemy locations
throu&mt the day. Fifteen US received minor wounds during the day, all from
Btry B, 2d Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty, located on the highest point of the firebase.
Mbst of the casualties occurred as the battery was employing counter-battery
fire.

At 011045 hours, approximately 1500 mters southeast of FS/0B RIPOORD,
Co B, X• n (Anbl), 506th Imf received fire from 75 meters west of their posi-
tion. The element returned organic weapons fire and a pinic team was employed.
A sweep of the area after contact revealed one NVA KIA. Two US were wounded.
At 2225 hours the company received 8 - 10 RPG rounds and amall arm fire from
100 msters south of their position. Elements returned fire and the enemy

withdrew. There were no friendly casualties or damage.SAlso on 1 july, Regional and Poyalar force units joined by ARVN infantry
and armored elements, and the EDC B&A Company, •ged a 16-hour battle near
quang Tri with min force enemy units, resulting in 135 enemy killed and 17
captured. GMN forces suffered 12 KIA.

At 020346 July, vicinity Dl337172 (Hill 902), the CP and let and 2d Pits,
Co C, 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf received RPG, satchel charges and small arm fire
in their night defensive position. An estimated sapper company, in a well
oranized and executed attaakp were successful in penetrating the perimeter
and occupying positions inside the NDP. The enemy sappers and elements of Co C
exchanged satchel chargts and fragmentation grenades in a fierce battle until
the enemy within the perimeter were killed, and the remaider vithimew at ap-
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proim1tely 0420 hours. The company comnder v" killed in the initial ex-
chamnge or fire. The company medic imdiatley orgnised the defense of the
position until relieved later by the artillery forward observer. Sporadic
contact and mortar fire continmd, until approximtely 0530 hours. Results
of the action wea 15 NVA KIA, seven US KIA, six US WIA and we US MA.

On 3 July, between the houars of 1415 and 1520, in the vicinity of XD9744,
8e0n kilometers northwest of the M SAUH airstrip, aircrmft from Trp A, 2d
Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Car, conducting dain aerial reoonnasiesmanco, enagmod approx-
imtely 14 e8eA, killing twelve. The ARP, Trp A, 2d Sq•n (Ambl), 17th CGa
we inserted at XD790445, engaged two enem in bink rs resulting in two YVA
XIA, one US KIA, and two US and one Kit Carson scout wounded. The platoon
was extrected at 1820 hours.

At 040950, vicinity YD372170, an individual from Co C, 2d Bn (Abl), 501st
Inf, while the company ws conducting a search and atteo" operation south-
east of FS/OB RIPCORD, detonated a booby trap consisting of five 821 mortar
rounas, placed along the tril aw daisy chained. Three rounds were placed
on the right side of the trail and two on the left. Five US were killed and
five wounded.

On 4 July, FS/0B RIPCORD w attacked by fire for the fourth day in a rov.
A tvtal of nine attacks were directed at the firebase, three consisting of
82iM and 60z mortar CS rounds. Three US were wounded.

At 050010, vicinity YD377159, Co C, 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st IWf, ille in their
night defensive position southeast of PS/(B RIPXRD, engaged three enemy vith
emll arms fire 20 meters to the west of their position. The enem returned
smU arms fire and satchel charges, and appeared to flee. At 0050 hbors the
copw was attatJed with satchel charges and retumed orgsnic weapons fire.
The enemy a~min withdrev and ARX and a flareship vere employed. A sweep under
illumination revealed no enemy casualties. Three US were wounded.

At 0605 hours, the commany received 8 - 10 RPG rounds and eeml arm fire,
agxin from the west. This time a sweep revealed five NVA KIA, five AK-47s,
twenty-eight i-pound satchel charges and two NVA gas masks. Oni US iMs killed
and 14 were ev•cuated for wounds.

At 05i240, vicinity ID336161, three kiiometers south uf PS/OB RIPCORD, Co A,
2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Isf enwaged 8-10 enemy with smull arms and artillery fLLe,
killing five KVI. Two US were wounded by EPG fire.

On 6 July, enemy contact in the 1S/0B MYUMEN area by elements of the let
Ba (Ambi), 5obth Inf resulted in three NVA KIA, wad 20 US WVA. At 1730 hours,
three ki.ometers southwest of FS/A RiPCC•D, 15 US were wounded in Co A, 2d Bi
(Ambl), 5Clst Inf, by small arms fire and fragentation grenades from an esti-

Rated enemy comparq on all sides of the friendly position.
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At 0615W0, vicinity TD745455, a ranger team from Co L (Rangar), 75th Inf
iai contact with aLn estiated enemy company 50 matera north and mart of their
position, OrManic weapons, ARA and a pink team were employed, resulting in
13 NVA KIA. Six rangers were wounded.

At 070940, vicinity, YD334194, west of FS/CB RIFOORD, while assaultlng on
Hill 1000, Co Df, 2 Bn (Ambli), 501st InW received sma.1l arm fire and satchel
charges from an enemy force located in Iunkers, 30 moters from their position.
The compaay employed orginic wapons fire, tube artillery, ARk, and air
strikes on the enezy positions. Contact vi broken at approxinately 1500
boars as the company moved off the hill, having suffered three KIA and 19
WIk. Six NVA were killed in the action.

Other enemy contact in the vicinity of FS/CE RIPCOMD, on 7 July, by elements
of the Xt Be (Anbl), 506th Inf and the 21 Bn (Lmbl), 501st Inf, resulted in

one US KIA and 28 WIA.

(9) 8 - 16 July 1970

(a) In reaction to intelligence information indicating the possibility
of infiltration by the 9th Regiment, 304th UVA Division into South Vietnam,
to reinforce ard replace the weakened 66th NVA Regiment, reconnaissance and
surveillance efforts in the nothwestern portion of the division A0 ware
--ntensified. Extensive efforts to interdict the infiltration of the 9th Regt
culminated at approximtely 1150 hours on 8 July, as a pink team, from Trp A,
2d SdIn (Axbl), 17th Cav observed 150 - 200 enemy in the open, vicinity XD38236
The area was engaged by muchinegun %nd rocket fire from the pink team and a

omvand and control aircraft accompanying the team. Additional gunship and
ARK support was requested, and, within 30 minutes, was en station enmging
the eneos. At 1358 hours, Trp Dv, 2t SQin (Axbl), 17th Ca• wms 11erted into
the contact area to make a ground sweep and capture a prisoner. The troop
made contact with the enemy and was extracted at 1758 hours, having captured
three prinoners and a large number of enenq documents, which identified the
9th NVA Regt. Pink team. and sections of ARA from the 4th Bn (Aerial Arty),
77th Arty (Amblis, ~roviding relief on station, continued to engage the enemy
throughout the day, resulting in 139 enemy killed.

In reaction to this activity, Operation CLIICH VALLIY, employing elements
of the 3d Bde and the 3d Regt (ARVN), was initiated at 091315 hours. BtryB,
ad Bn (Anbl), 11th Arty was airlifted from FIS/OB CEGL to FS/Ci SARXC. The 2d
Bn (Ambl), 502d Iof *oved by air from FS/CB BDUMM&N to I4I IOC and conducted
an Airmobile assau lt into PS/CE SHKPBSD to pruvitde security for Btry A, 48th
Arty (ARVN). The battalion passed from operational control of the let Ede
to operational contr-.l of tee 5d Bde. Co B secured the firebase while con-

nlnies A, C aAnd D comaucted seourity operations in the vicinity of the firebase
The l1t Rn (AMbl), 506Vi Inf passed from operationsl control of the 3d Bde to
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area wa engaged by gunshipe and ARA, •-eslting in 50 enemy killed. Air to
ground contact continued throughout the day. At 1210 hours, ten more eneqy
were killed by ginshipa in the vicinity of XD826363. Trp D, 2d Sqdn (kabl),
17 CaOywas inserted at this location, at 1538 hours and captured three
prisoners. While collecting enemy equipmnt, weapons and doauamnts for extrac-
tihon and sweeping the contact area, the troop me engged by an estimated bat-
talion sism enemy force. During the engagement, 24 ETA were killed and Trp

D suffered six KUA and five WIA before being extracted at 1758 hours. Aircraft
screening the groundL troop continued to engage enemy in the area. At 1900
hours, vicinity XD825363, aircraft from Trp A observed and engaged an active
12.7mn machinegun position, destroying the weapon, one RPG launcher, one radio
and four rucksacks lying in the vicinity. At 1745 hours, a command and control
aircraft, flown by the C0, 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cay, landed and extracted one
wounded NVA Pd. The final contact of the day occurred at 1919 hours, ihen
aircraft from MU, 2 Sqdn (A-mbl), 17th Cay observed 10 - 15 enemy near an
active 12.7mm maohineAun position. The awea ma engaged with N60 mochinesgn
fire and AHIG gunships, resulting in the destruction of the weapon and 10
enemy killed.

Also on 8 July, vicinity PS/GB RIPCORD, the enemy again refused to be dis-
lodged from Hill 1000. Companies C and D, 31 En (Auhl), 506th Inf wsr3 engaged
with small arms and automatic weapons fire by an ensem in well fortified bun-
kers, at 1050 hours. Intensive fire from at least three mutually supporting
bunkers, pinned the companies down. One bunker wva neutralized with M7? LAW
fire, but the other two could not be destroyed. Contact was terminated at
approximately 1300 hours as the companies again moved off the hill. US cas-
ualties wre two killed and- fur wounded.

At 091615 hours, vicinity XD826363, aircraft from Trp A, 31 Scrn (Ambl),
17th Cay observed ten NVA bodies killed during the previous night by heaMy
artillery employed from CAMP CA&OL by Btry Bt 8th En, 4th Arty. Cavlry air-
craft killed two other' enesW in the KE SAIX Plateau ane& during the day.

On 10 July, beginning at 0735 hours, I5/0B RPCOMD me attacked by fire on
eight separate occasions during the day. The enomV employed 60s and 82mm
mortar and 75M recoilless rifle fire, resulting in two US KIIL end 17 US WIA.

Also on 10 July, aircraft from Troops A ard B, 2d Sqdn (Anbl), 17th Cav
killed 26 NVk in scattered air to ground contact in support of Operation
CL3NCH VALLEY.

On 11 July, Troops A and B killed 14 NVA in support of ARYN ground foroee
in the CLINCH VALLEY AO, and the 1st Bn, 3d Regt (ARM) killd five enemy
while sweeping in the vicinity of XD823361.

At 110900 hours, vicinity XD833362, the let Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) discovered
thirty enemy bodies killed by helicopter, and, between the hours of 1845 and
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tke lot Bde, and moved by air from FS/OB KATHRYN to FS/OB BASTOW, &sBBming
responsibility for the firebase.

On 10 July, the lot and 2d Battalions, 3d Regt (ARVN) assaulted into F5/OB
SNAPPER and SMMIH, respectively, to begin reconnaissance in force operat.-ons.
The 5d Regt light CP moved by air to VS/C3 SHEPHERD. The 3d Bde tactical CP
moved to CAMP CARROL and maintained close coordination with the 3d Regt (AR.N).

On 11 July, division aviation assets were provided to support the aassult
of a platoon of the FAC BAW Company, with four members of Co L (Ranoer), 75th
Inf, into the CLINCH VALLEY area. The assault and subsequent patrolling oper-
ations culminated an extensive training program conducted by the Screaming
Eagle Replacement Training School (SRTS).

The 1st Bn (Ambl), 527th Inf completed refresher training and moved by
vehicle and air, from CAMP EAGLE, to FS/CB VEMCL and KATHRYN. The lst Bn (fdbl),
501st Inf moved from FS!/B VEGCEL to PHW BAI Combat Base, assumed the mission
of DRF, and prepered for refresher training.

The 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved from FS/aB RIPCORD and vicinity, to CAW
EVANS, to refit and prepare for redeployment a&ainst elements of the 803d NVA
Regtq vicinity FS/GB RIPCORD. On 12 July, the battalion assaulted into the
vicinity of "YD5519 and YD3118 and bsgam attaks to the south ad east.

Operation CLINCH VALLEY was terminated at 1511302 July, an the lat and '2d

Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) extracted from PS/0B SNAPPER a•d SN•B to vicinity )AI LOC
and then moved by air to CAMP SALLY. The 2d Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf moved by air
from FS/OB SH&PP•RD to CAMP EAGI•, returned to operational control of the let
Bde, and prepared for redeployment.

Results of Operation CLINCH VALLEY (Period 091315 to 151802 Ju1ly) more
226 NvA KA (188 by Us, 38 by ARVN), 15 IWC (ARVN), and 14 CSWC (3 by US,
11 by ARVN). There wre no Allied casualties reported during the operation.

Elements of the 803d and 6th NVA Regiments continued to contact stand-off
attacks against PS/CB RIPCORD during the period 8 - 16 July. The enemy employ-
ment of 60ami and 82mm mortar and 75m recoilless rifle fire, on 10 July, re-
sulted in two US killed and 17 wounded, on the firebase. Ground action aro=6
the firebase, vicinity Kills 1000 and 805, resulted in ten US KIA, 52 US VIA,
and 12 IVA JKA.

Between the hours of 1000 and 1600, on 16 July, the USS EDSON fired 224
five inch rounds at bankers and caves in the mountains north of PHU LOC Die-
trict, sealing four caves, and causing two secondary explosions.

(b) Significant Activities. At 081130 hou"s, vicinity MG)826363, aircraft
from Trp A, 21 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Caw observed 150 - 200 NWA in the open. The
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1920, discovered 100 enemy killed by air strikes within the past 56 boure.

At 122222 hours, vicinity YD362188 (Hill 805), Co D, 31 Bn (Ambl), 501st
Inf, %thile in their night defensive position, received 30 to 40 RPG rounds and
smll ar fire, from an enem force, 250 maters to the northeast. The company
returned organic weapons fire, and ARA, air strikes and a flareship .are
employed. Sixteen US were wounded.

At 121555 hours, vicinity XD840359 (one kilometer north of FS/c8 SNAPPER),
the 3d Cc, let Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) engaged an estimtad 40 enemy with orgnic
wapons fire. A sweep revealed 30 NVA KIA, one RIED mchinegun, four MPG
launchers, six AK-47s, one 60mm mortar, complete, 100 rackmacks, 55 Chicon
grenades, 60 RPG and 120 6 0= mortar rounds, 60 Chioom m masks, and 15 pounds
of documents.

Also on 12 July, vicinity ID175240, 3J kilomwters southiest of IS/GB jiRO15,
the 3d Co, 3d Bn, let Regt (AwVN;, discovered the bodies of 65 NTA killed by

air strikes within the last 3 - 4 days.

On 13 July, General William C. Wbotmoreland visited the division.

At 140203 hours, vicinity YD562188, Co D, 2d Bn (Ambl), 5018t Inf, while
in their night defensive positic on Hill 805t again received RPG and saJl
arm fire from an enemy force, 20 waters northwest of their position. The
element returned organic weapons fire and employed M55 .50 caliber fire (Quad
50) from S/OB RIPCORD, and 81mm mortar fire, air strikes, and ARA. Contact
terminated at 0307 hours and a first light check of the area revealed five NVA
KM. The company suffered six KIA and nine VIA. At 2253 hours, the company
received small arm fire and RPG fire and satchel carges, and at 0159 hours,
received thirty-seven 82mm mortar rounds, impqacting aroand their NDP. Oraic
weapons, ARA, tube artillery and mortar fire was employed against the eneos.
One US ws killed in the action. A first light swoop reveald numres blood
trails.

On 14 July, Companies A and B and the Recon Elt, 2d Pn (Ambl), 501st Inf,
in yet another attempt to eject the enemy from Hill 1000, me engaged by MP,
small arm and mortar fire, resulting in one US KIL and 2D WIA. Organic
weapons, ARA, tube artillery and air strikes more employed against enemy posi-
tions and well fortified bunkers on the hill. Partial sweeps of the area

revealed five NVA KIA. Elements withdrew to the vicinity of M325189, rhere,
at 1715 hours, they received 82= mortar fire without camualties. Artillery
van employed on the suspected eneny location.

Operation CLIWCH V"LIY was terminated at 151802 July.

At 161815 hours, vicinity •D360186 (Hill 805), Co D, 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th
Inf discovered tw NVA killed by artillery within the last 24 hours.

-- I-DE")
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(10) 17 - 25 July 1970

(a) On 17 July, FS/OB RIPCORD received sporadic mortar fire throuw~ut the
day with light d&m.g.e and camialtiee on tho firebese. The enemy employed 1.'0mm
nrtas for the first time since the firebase was opened in April 1970. The
planned extraction of the 2d Bn (Ambl), 501ut Inf wan postponed due to high
winds in the RIPCORD area.

The 2 Bn (,nl), 502I Inf moved by air to LZ AM (vicinity FS/C( VECEL.),
staged, and conducted an assault into three landing zones south of YS/CB BLAZ.
The battalion initiated search and attack operations in the MNMESMME
area.

On 18 July, the 21 Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved by air from FS/OB RIPCOHD to
CAMP EVANS and then by vehicle to PHU BAI Combat Base to begin preparation for
refresher training and assumed the mission of DRF.

At 181330, a CH-47 in logistical support of FS/c RI•PCHD, was shot down by
enemy ground fire and crashed in the 105= ainition storage area, causing
a major fire and extensive damage on the firebase. All six 105mm howitzers
of Btry B 21 Bn (kmbl), 319th Arty were destroyed. In reaction, the lst Bn
(Ambl) (-), 501st Inf passed to operational control of the 3d Bds, and
assaulted into FS/CB GLADIATOR to secure the firebase fur insertion of Btry
B 21 Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty. This move was made to insure adequate artillery
coverage for the RIPCORD area.

On 19 July, FS/CB RIPCCRD continued to receive sporadic mortar fire, ceaiung
light casualties bat not interfering with damgag repair and clean up opera-
tions on the firebaae.

Also on 19 July, the 4th Bn, 54th Regt (ARVK) terminated operations in
area Tay and movwed by air from PS/CB BRICK to PS/OB ROY and ANZIO.

On 21 July, the 21 Bn (Ambl), 502L Inf terminated operations in search of
elements of the 29th NVA Regiment, iA the vicinity cf %iMESSEE and extracted by
air to CAMP EAGLE to refit and prepare for futuare operations to support inser-
tion of Allied forces into the FS/C8 AIRBORME-BRADSY area,.

On 22 July, the 1st Bde passed responsibility for 18/OB BASTOGNE and Area
Uniform to 2d Bde. Co A, let Bn (Axbl), 502d Inf mved by vehicle from
?S/0B BIRMINGHAM to 1S/CB BASTOGNE and assemed security of the firebase. Co B,
let Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf moved by vehicle from IS/CB ARSENAL to vicinity YD6409
and began patrol and suxreillanse operations in the vicinity of FS/CB BASTOGNE.

Because of the enemy baildup of forces and the increased tempo of enery
attacks in the FS/CB RIPCORD area, it became apparent that the cost and effort

required for the self-defense of RIPCORD placed the accomplishment of future
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operations in the eneal's rear supply and service areas, vicinity of BRADLk.Y
and AIRBOR.E, in jeopardy.

On 23 July, the 5d Bde directed the extraction of the 21 Bn (Ambl), 596th
1nf from IS/OB RIPOXRD, and vicinity. Extraction from the firebase began at
0545 hours and was completed, despite heavy indirect and 12.7m macixneg1n
fire, at 1214 hours. Co D, 2d Ba (&abl), 506th inf was inserted vicinity
YD363178 to assist the extraction of Co A, Od Bn (kJbl), 506th Inf. Extrac-
tion of Cowpanies A and D began at 1305 hours and ýa completed without
da• or casualties at 1401 hours. Seventy-four USA?, mmrine and mvy
tical air sorties and continuous ABA and tube artillery fires were employed
in support of the extraction. The battalion moved to CAMP EVANS to conduct
staWd down and began preparation for refresher training.

(b) Significant Activities. FS/OB RIPCOD received six attacks by fire
from enemo forces employing 60mm, 82m, and 1 20 mortars on 17 July, begin-
ning at 0704 hours. The last attack was at 1745 hours- Artillery and tacti-
cal air support ws employed on suspected enemy locations throughout the day.
Results were 14 US WIA and one Kit Carson scout NIL.

At 181330, a CH-47 aircraft from Co A, 159th Ayn Bn (ASH) (Ambl), garr-iing
a sling load of 1051. howitzer amoinition to FS/CB RIPCORD, received 12.7mm
mc•chinegan fire while on approach to the firebae . The a~ircralt crashed into
the 105m amunition storage point, causing a major fire. Extensive damage
was cauasd in Btry B, 2d Bn (Lmbl), 319th Arty, as well as the bunkers and
TOC on the southern portion of the firebase. Five howitzers from the battery
%nie destroyed and one dmged. An AN/MIQ4A counter-mortar radar, two 106=
re-4illess rifles, and an AN/CRC-163 VHF radio set were also destroyed. The
fi.ebaae continued to receive sporadic enem mortar fire throughout the day,
reultaing !n one US KIA and four US WIA. The crash of the helicopter resulted
Ir one crew member killed and five crew members wounded. In spite of the fire,
and ,,i-loding 105m ammunition on the firebase, the perimeter remained intact,
and Iy late afternoon the fires were brought under control and clean up opera-
tionsa began on the firebase. To assist in defending the firobase, artillery
fires wmre increased from PS/OB BARBRA, O'REILLY and EIAR*ARA until Btry B,
21 Ba (Ambl), 320th Arty was laid and ready to fire from PS/OB GCkDIATOR at

1837 hours.

PS/ce RIICORD continued to receive sporadic mortar fire on the firebase
throughout the period 19 - 22 July. A total of 34 stand-off attacks were con-
ducted by the enemy during these four days Tesulting in seven US M and 35
US VIA, All but five wounded required evacuation. A total of 51 tactical
air strikes were directed into the RIPWOID area between 19 and 22 July.

On 20 July, contact by Co D, let Bn (Amhl), 506th laf and Co A, 2d En
(Ambl), 506th Inf, east and south of Hill 805, vicinity FS/CB RIPCORD, resu] ted
in six NVA KIA. Heavy contact at 1730 hours by the let Plt, Co T), let BR

f-111
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'Axibl , 50~6th Inf with *n enem~y f -roe employing. 6Ln= mortar and suall arms
fire, vicinity YD!,76Th9, ratsalted in four U'. KIA and five US VIA. Co.ntact
terninated At 18,0 hours.

it 210r712 houri, vicinity YD376192, three kiloveters east of ?'./(z RtkCCGn,
0, D, let En (kAbi ), i,~6tn inf, wtilje preparing to leave their night defenaiv'-
poziition, received approximately eighty 82=m mortar rounds and 3meli ar=
"fire fromu an eneiay force a.) aroundi their position. As the company returned
fire with organic weapons uvi employed tube artillery and ARA a..inut tne
enemy', Co D, 2d Bn (AKmbi ), K)ubth inf air an-,axlted from vicinity YD3302401,
to an 12 north of the ooniact area. The company attacked to the south to
:'einfurce Co D, lot Bn (imbi), 506th mrf, mvkin light contact with the enemy
s'nr'ýute, suffering four VIA, capturing a 12.7=m mehineg.o, and discovering

Lxrge baxniar complex at '0372198. Co C, 21 Bn (Labi), 506th In~f was inserted
t,, lestroy Uhe buinker c',irlex.

Co D), 2d Bn (knbl), 506th 1sf linked up with Co D, let Bn (kabi), 506th
hinf at 1223 haurse as sporadic mortar fire continued to impact In the area un,-
t~l 1615 houirs. Air strik~es and a pink team supported the contact as Co D,
19t Ba (Lznti), 506th Inf suffered five XIA and 31 VIA, and accounted for eipbt
N7L KIA.

At 0840 hauzs, a U.H1H helicopter from Co C, 326th Nebd Bn (Ambi), while
attempting to extract casualties from Co D, 1st Ba (Ambi),j 506th Inf area of

j contacts was hit in the tail boom by an RPG round, while in the pick-up zone,
and rendered non-flyable.* At 0947 hours, another medevac aircraft from Co C,
326th Mad Ba (iLnbl) was hit by small arms fire in the same pick-up zone, re-
Eruiting in one crew membher killed and one wounded. The aircraft retumoed to
WT) EAGIZ where it waz found too be non-flyable. A third aircraft, from Co A,

158th Avn Bn (A.H), was hit by small arms fire at 1658 hours, wahile attempting
to extract elements of Co D, let Ba (La*bi), 506th Inf. The aircraft crashed
%nd caught fire on the PZ. Six other aircraft received ground fire in the
KYP'ORD area duiring the day with three being hit by uzachinegan and small arms
f ire. all rme turned to CA.J'.P KYAS and one was found to be non-flyable.

At approximately 1700 houzs3, Companies C and D9 2d Bb (Ambi), 506th Inf
an-i 1o D, 1ot Ba (kmbl), 506th Inf were extracted from a pick-up zone at
*0h572198 and returned to WJL1 PbAIIS to refit and prepare for future insertion
into the RIPCOTC area.

At 221300 hours, vicinity Yfl353187t 1.5 kilometers southeast of FS/OB RIPCORD,
Cc, A, 2d Bn (A~mbl)t 506th 1sf received rifle grenades, mortar and small arm
f~re from a large em~y force attacking from the north, east and southeast.
7'obe artillery, ARA arnd tactical air support were employed against the enexy.
Con-.act van maintained until dark when the coompany consolidated their position
ani ffrmed a defs-n3i'vp perimeter. Because of the close proximity of the
efitimated thr-.-company size enemy force, extraction of the vounided was not

I - p
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tt~mWPtd lurij_ the night. lbat of the fifty-on personnel woIunded in tiv
company Ur not gerious. ThOus 41o hd moore serious wounds were mU as eo3.-
fortable as possible until they were extracted on the wrniag of the 25d.

vlre US were killed during the day and the company accounted for 61 WVA 'rLi.

Durisn the night of 22 - 25 July mausive artillery and air strikes were
employed in the RIKCURD area aga itt t koiwn and aspected erhOa lo•ations.

Mor thaun 2200 rounds of mired caliber &rtillery amwnition wre fired in
support of the extraction of the 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf on 23 July. FuUrteen
CH-47 aircraft were employed comencing at 0545 hcours to e trtct 22 sorties,
which included six 155am howitzrs, two M--405 dozers, aommunications equip-
ment, and on~e M55 (quad 50) machiinepun. The CH-47 extrection operation
proceeded smoothly until 0740 hours, when one CH-47 wMs shot dorn on the fire-
bass by 12.7mm machit•gun fire. The aircraft ta forced to land amiust the
105= howitzers which had been deetroyed on 18 July, and thus prevented the
extraction of the artillery pieces and t-o 106am recoilles.T rifles. The CH-47
received a direct hit by an enerW mortar -- uwnd, causing the aircraft to burn
and explode. Eight additional CH-47 aircraft received hits during the extrac-
tion, four were later determined non-flyable. Co B, 31 Bn (Ambl), 506th inf
began extinction at 0745 hours by Uh1H 'out was delayed until 0935 hours by heavy
enemy 60eu and 82m mortar fire. The extraction ma conducted by i=filtrating
ore UH1H aircyaft into the firobae at a tins.

During the extraction, FS/0B RIPC0RD vas under continuous enez mortar
fire, with several hundred ruunds impacting throughout the firebase. Air,
artillery, and ARA destroyed several enemy mortar and amchinegun positions. In
addition, numerous eneqr, driven into the open by CS more killed by US fire-
power.

(11) 24 - 31 July 1970

(a) With the extraction of iTS units from the F2/OB RIPOORD area, the division
began an extensive artillery and aerial bombardment plan directed a.mlint
the NVA forces massed in the area. During the period 240600 to 310600 July,
Over 10,000 rounds of mixed caliber artillery, 135 forward air controlled mis-
sions - for 226 sorties - 168 drum of persistent agent CS, and 130 barrels
of thiciened fx31 were directed aginst kow and sus••cted enemy locations.

On 24 July, the 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf completed refresher training at
PHU BAI Combat Base and moved by vqhicle to CAMP EVANS to prealre for futtuie
operations in the vicinity of FS/CZ RAKaLSAN. The 2d Bn (Azbl), 506th Inf
began battalion refresher training, at CAMP EVANS.

Oni 25 July, the 2d Bde passed responzibility for ?FS/CB RAKK.SAN to the 3d
Bde as divizion forces. repositioned to increase security of the populated low-

'lands and support operations in the ener's rear service support areas# in
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the mnunuxin~s northe:wt o.f the A •hau V&lley.

(4en.tion C1MSAIX PEAK/L&M SON 365 began at 250700 July, as elements of (ne
Ist Bde, in .1or~ttor"Ia coorduiation with the 3d ReKt, let Inf Div (ARVII),
anss3ulted into the ojnz-.t )vkl area at U800 hours. The 2d Bn (Ambl)p 5U2d
Lnf asai'Lted into the T1!iOB MUR.WN area, seized and secured the firebaLe,
ant be•i.n search operatLonn to the west. Company D received fire on their
LZ at YD405119. Tte artIlerly, EAKl and tactical C5, dropped from UHIR air-
craft, suppressed the Pn+,m fire. Tere were no US ca•sualtiem during tre
aasaxl t.

The 1st Bn (k;ibl), 502d Inf passed resTonsibility for FS/C8 BLAJ ME to
the 3d En (Amba), 187th Inf and companies A and B assaulted, into landing zones F
south of FS/OB B3RX2SG.{AM axd ARSNAL to conduct search and attark patrols.

Co C, 1st Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf movea by air to FS/OB HALKMASAn aud assumeod
the mission of firebase security.

On 26 July, the CY and Co C, Yd Bn (Agbl), 501st Inf moved by air to FS/CB
RAMSAN closing at 1615 hours. Co C assund mission of security for '.ne
firebase.

On 28 July, the light CY, 3d. Regt (AHiVN) and Btry A (155), 10th Arty (AIIVN)
moved by air to FS/0? MU'JBEN in sapport of Operation CHISkGO PEAK/LM So0 363.

On 29 July, Btry C, 2d Bn (Ambl), 520th Arty repositioned, by air, from
F`/OB BASTOCZE to FS/OB MUREEN to provade additional artillery support for
Operation CHMIAG0 IAK/LAM SOX 363. The battery vas replaced on PS/B RAS-
T0(M by Btry B, 2d Bn (Ambl), 519th Arty from CAMP EVANS.

On 50 July, division aviation assets, coordinated through the Ist Bde,
supported the assault by the 1st and 2d. Battalioms, 3d Regt (ARYN) into the
CiISAGO A/LAY SON 363 area of operation to locte and destroy enerW forces,
cache sites, and staging areas. Extensive prea•ixtion of the larding zones
by tactical air, ARA and tube artillery from both US and ARM bateries sup-
ported the insertion. Light ground to air fire wsa received during the insertion
of the 2d Bn, 3d Regt (AMVN), which was completed at 0659 hours, with no
Allied casualties. The lst Bn wsa inserted at 1010 hmors without incident.

On 31 July, the 1st Bde passed operatiornl control of the 1st Bn (Ambl),
506th Inf to the ýt Bde and assumed operational control of the 26 Bn (Ambl),
506th Inf. The Ist Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf moved by air from FS/0B KAZN to
CAWP EVANS, began preparation for battalion refresher training and asasme4
the mission of DRF. The 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th 1if moved by air from CAA' EVANS
to %S/0B KATHRY, assuned the mission of securing the firebasme, and begn
search and attack operations in the vicinity of the firebase.
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Inclosure I (Oper-ation3 Narrative) tu Oper4tiooPd Report - .u~uii irarlid
101st Airborne Divnaion (Airmwbile), Period Ending 51 July 1970, R• CS-OR-6j
(R2) (U)

(b) Significant Activi•tieu. On 24 July, vicinity YD2452(05 (5O z;il.t.-
northeast of PS/CB THINDER), the ;A Ba, lot Regt IARVN) discuvered 54 NVA
bodies killed 'y air strike& approximtely tw ueeka earlier. Alao fouund -ere
21 individjua and five crew served weapons, including two RPD muchine-unn.

At 261426 hours, vicinity YD415150, the 3d Plt, Co A, 2d Bu (Ambl), 5 ?d
Inf engaged 3 - 4 enemy in bunkers, at 55 meters, with small arzs, ortar firc
and ARL, resulting in the first three enemy killed duzing Operation CH:SAGO
IW/LLM SON 565-. Nie 15'xl0'X4' bunkers 'with 3' o'vread cover were des-
troyed.

At 281827 hours, CAMP EVA1S reoeived four 122m rockets izmacing near
the mess hall of the 158th Avn Bn (AH) (Ambl). ARA, tube artillery and a ihite
team were employed on a suspected enemy location. The 3d Bde secu•uity platuon
vas inserted in the vicinity of YD450325 and discovered four 122=m rocets
in Liaunching trenches. Results of the attacic mere one US KIA and 13 Us WIA.

At 290905 homrz, CAMP EVWNs received another three 122m roczets, impacting
in the vicinity of Btry C, 4th Bn (Aerial Arty), 77th Arty (Anbl), Co C, 158th
Avn Bn (A&) (Azbl), and the 2i Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf. No casualties or da&ae.
were caused.

The 2d Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) made contact with the enemy almost ixmmediately
after insertion, vicinity ID358097, on 30 July. The lst Co reoeived small
arms fire from an enemy force 100 meters to the north at 0616 hours. The
element retued organic weapons fire and employed ARA arzd a pink team. A
sweep resulted in the captare of a 12.71= machinegu•., At 1020 hours, vicinity
ID348103, the battalion engagd an estimated enemy platoon with small ar=m
fire at 30 maters. The enemy returned small arms fire and witbdrew to the
ncrth. An air strike was employed. A sweep of the area revealed 11 NVA 1IA
and resulted in one RMD machinegan captuired. At 1315 hours the Ist Co killed
an MA at 'M358097, and, at 1500 hours, killed four mare KVA.

On 31 July, the let Co, 2d Bn, 3d Ragt (ARVN) dzscovered. 17 enemy bodies
killed by air strikes approximately three days earlier, at YD357115.
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[nc'o'ur" 2 ")Org"tzationa1 3tructure) to Oporational Haport - Lessons Learned,
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), Period Ending 11 July 1970, KCS CSFOR-65
(W) (U)

J,1 b_ rig J# - 10 a9 ..UA UL (Ax IQb02wAt ..n O= (CbL) (Ambl

iuiC, Ist Bde HMU, oi1st Avn Gp (Cbt) (Ambl)
Ist B11 (A,-bi), 127th huf 101st Aym Eh (AH) (Ambi)
lat Bn (Ambl), S01st Inf 158th Avn Bn (AH) (Ambl)
2d Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf 159th Ayn Ba (ASH) (Ambl)
42d Inf Pit (Sct Dk-) 163d Avn Co (GS) (Avbl)

359th Arm Dot (Div)
2d Bri gade. Joist Abn Div (AMbU)

] 10st Abn DISCOS4 (Ambi)

HHC, 2d Bde
2d Bn (Ambi), 127th Inf HHC and Band, 10ost Abm DISCOM (Ambl)
3d Bn (Ambl), 187th Inf 5th Trans Bn (Adt Mnt & Spt) (Ambl)
1st Bn (Ambl), 502d Itr 326th Mead i (Aubl)
47th Li" Pit (Sct Dog) 426th SW bn (Ambl)

801st Maint BE (Aubl)
11 Brigade. iOls tj• j 101st Admin (o (Aubl)j

Screaming Eagle Replacement Training
fHAC, 3d Bde School (SERTS)
2d Bn (Amb1), 501st Inf
Ist &I (Ambi), 506th Inf 101st Aim Div (Ambl) Trooos
2d In (Ambi), 506th In?
58th Inf Plt (Sct Dog) HHC, 101st Abn Div (Ambl)

3d Bn (Ahbl), 506th Inf
101st A Dn Div Arty (Ambl) 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cay

326th Bag Bei (Ambl)
HHB, 101st Abn Div Arty (Ambl) 501st Sig Bb (Ambl)
2d Bn (Ambi), llth Arty 101st MP Co (Ambi)
2d Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty 265th Radio Research Co
2d Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty 10th Cml PIt (DS)
1st Bn (Ambl), 321st Arty 20th Cml Dot (CHR Center)
4th Bn (Aerial Arty), 77th Arty (Ambl) 22d Mil Hist Det

Btry A (Avn), 377th Arty (Ambl) 25th P1 Dot (Field Service)
266th FA Det (Surveillance Radar) 34th PI Dot (Field Service)

101st MI Co (Div)
557th Inf Pit (Cbt Tracker)
20th TASS (USAF)
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lncizz~ure I (Key Personnel hos)ter) to Operational haport - Lessons Learned,

101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, )-,S CSFCb-.f5

(R(2) (U)

UG M(; John J. Hennessey

wc~ ko) BG Sidney B. Berry

ADCt (S) CCL (P) Olin Ei. Smith

Cos COL Hugh A. MacDonald

CU, 1st. Bde COL John~ D. White

CC), 2d Boe COL Walter H. hoot

CC, 3d Bde COL Benjamin L. Harrison

CJ, 101st Avn Op LTC (P ' Edward P. Davis

CO, DISCOI4 GOL David F. Grangpe

CO, DIVAitTY COL Lee E. Surut

ACofS, G1 LTC, Charles A. floenstine, Jr.

kCofS, G2? LTC Layere W. Bindrup

Acofs, G3 LTC Roay J. Young

ACofS, G4 IMAJ Peter M~astersonl

ACof S, C-5 MAJ Harlem W. Kinnison

Chemical Off LTC james Rt. Kiugh

Div SurrC LTC Robert E. Day

PM LTC Stanley J. Lobodinski

IG LTC Thomas Narvaez

SJA LTC Carl W. Walborn2

Fin Off LTC Walter 3. F'alconer

Chap LTC Clifford E. Keys, Jr.

AG LTC Thomas E. Minixii

C0, 1st Bn (Ambi), 327th laf LTC Donald A. Yoder

CC, 2d En (Ambl), 327th Imt LTC Edward F. Pickett

GO, 2d Bn (Ambi), 502d Inf LTC Charles J. Shay

CO, 1st Bn (Ambi), 501st letf LTC Thomas E. Aaron

C,2d B-a (AmbI), 501st Inf LTC Otis W. Livin-stofl, Jr.

CO, 1st Bn (Ambi), 502d Il' LTC Ar-vid E. West, Jr.

copC, B (Aabl), 506th Inf LTC Bobby B. Porter

GO, 2d Bn (AmbI), 3206th Intf LTC AJohn B. BardJr

CO, 3td Bn (Aerl) Ar7tyh 77h ry Ami LTC Charne L. Bland 1

CC, 1st Bn (Amb.l), 321sth Arty LTC Archn A. Ely, Jr.

CO, 2d Sqn (Aml), 17th CAry LTC Robert J. Burkiell

CO, 102td Bn (stHl (Ambl),39hAt LTC William A4. Wealher

cop 2d~t An Enm ) 3A20th AertyAb LTC Robert B. GDavsJr.

GO, 15th vn (enia (Arty) S 7th He ty (Ambi) LTC Ceorles F. ?4ew.rto

CO, 132th £nrn (Amb i) 2stAt LTC CArlh A. Elyip, Jr.

GO, 158th Ane Bn (AsubHa) (ml LTC Robert E. Guard

CO, 5th Trans En (Ambl) LTC harold 1. Small

CC, 4.26th S&S En (Ambi) LTC Ronald N. Bowman

CO, FP01st Naint Bn (Ambi) LTC James F. Dunn

I ~~~. j~u13
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-tADO,-')Q flTF?'2 .OIST AIRC-ORN- DIVISION (AIRMOSILE)

O.•ftýC" I)f tho Ch,el (it SIMIf

APO 96383

AVDG-CS 16 June 1970

SUBJECT: NVA Sapper Attack Against FSB Tomahawk (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) At 100140 June 1970, FSB Tomahawk (ZD811255) was attacked by
the 31st (7113) Sapper Company, 4th NVA Regiment. The company had an
estimated strength of 70. The enemy launched a three-pronged assault,
with the main attack directed at the northwestern portion of the firebase,
where one bunker (Bunker #7) protects the perimeter and covers a high
speed avenue of approach to the three 155mm howitzers (See sketch at
iLnclosure 1). Supporting attacks on the northern and southeastern sides
of the firebase were directed at the 155mm howitzer position and company
command post. The assault came without warning and was not preceded
by preparatory indirect (RPG/mortar) fires. RPGs were employed as
part of the sapper attack. Diversionary stand-off attacks were made, how-
ever, against Phu Loc District Headquarters (ZD097007), Nuoc Ngot Bridge
(ZD153010), FSB Los Banos (AT183134), and FSB Roy (ZD805871).

2. (C) Results of the action against FSB Tomahawk were:

KIA WIA POW IWCb CSWCc

us 1a Z

NVA 26 4 d 12 9
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AVDG-CS 16 June 1970
SUBJECT: NVA Sapper Attack Against rSB Tomahawk (U)

a. Soldier was killed by a falling 81mm vrtar illumination canister.

b. Ten AK-47s; two 9mrn pistols.

c. 'Nine RPG-Z.

d. One POW died at the 95th Evacuation Hospital.

3. (U) The successful defense of FSB Tomahawk it attributed to the pro-
per application of the fundamentals of defense. If one basic principle
could be isolated as the single most important factor, it would be the
aggressive leadership of the battalion commander and the company com-
mander. Strong command and control actions assured a high alert status
on the part of the troopers manning perimeter fighting positions. Inclo-
sure 2 is a resume of significant observations which reinforce lessons
learned from previous sapper attacks against other firebases.

FOR T14E COMMANDER-

2 Incl AMACDONALD
as Colonel. GS

Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION:
B
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101 CONFIDENTIAL

(C) OBSERVATIONS AND LrSSONS LEARNED

OBSERVATION: The battalion and company commander had contin-
ually stressed the importance of soldiers manning fighting
positions being awake and alert. The company commander, "King
of the Hill," had instructed the platoen leader responsible
for perimeter defense to have either himself, his platoon ser-
geant, or a squad leader continually walking the perimeter and
checking the aiertness of the soldiers during the hours of dark-
ness. While checking the perimeter, the plstoon sergeant de-
tected movement in the protective wire. He killed one sapper
with M16 fire as the sapper attack was initiated.

LESSON LEARNED: To successful!ly lefend a firebase against a
determined sapper attack, the attack must be detected and de-
feated before the sapper penetrates the inner belt of proteczive
wire.

OBSERVATION: The communications wire (WD-I) connecting the
fighting positions with the company and platoon command posts
had been laid on top of the ground and was cut by the initial
volley of RPG fire. Communications throughout the attack were
maintained by AN/PRC-25 and AN/PRT-88 radios.

LESSON LEARNED: a. Communications wire must be buried six
to twelve inches.

b. To insure adequate communications throughout the
attack, dual (telephune and radio) communications must be
available at each hunker/fighting position.

OBSERVATION: Ammunition storage.
a. Sufficient small arms ammunition was stored at each

fighting position to defend against a determined sapper attack.
For this reason, ammunition resupply was not required during
the action.

b. Bulk small arms and 90mm ammunition as well as hand
grenades and LAWs were stored in two widely separated ammunition
dumps. Both storage areas were well protected; one below ground
level, but without overhead cover, and the other, although above
ground level, covered by sandbags. During the first phase of
the attack, the underground storage area exploded, but caused
no casualties.

c. The ammunition dump which was below ground level was
located, at hand grenade range, between the line of bunkers

CONFIDENTIAL
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and the inner belt of protective wire. Although indications are that the
ammuntition explosion resulted from a well placed NVA satchel charge, it is
possible that it was caused by a hand grenade thrown from a US fighting
position.

LESSON LEARNED: a. Sufficient ammunition must be stored at primary, alternate,
and supplementary fighting positions to defeat a determined sapper attack.

b. Bulk ammunition storage areas will be a target during a sapper attack.

c. Bulk ammunition must be protected and stored at a minimum of two lo-
cations.

d. Ammunition storage areas should not be located between the line of
fighting positions and the protective wire.

OBSERVATION: The attacking force had been in a staging area reconnoitering
FSB Tomahawk and preparing for the attack for a period of seven days. On

the last two days (8 and 9 June) prior to the attack, one NVA soldier hid in

shoulder high grass 400 to 500 meters from the perimeter and observed the

position for 48 hours. At 092200 June, he determined the time was right
for attack. He moved to a rally point and led the attacking force to the
firebase.

LESSON LEARNED: a. Normally, the sapper will spend several days reconnoiter-
ing a firebase prior to attack.

b. Fields of fire and observation must be cleared well beyond the limit
of protective wire.

OBSERVATION: The staging area used by the sappers was within a short walking
distance of the firebase. The unit had not patrolled the area for a period
in excess of nine days.

LESSONS LEARNED: When occupying a firebase, the unit must continually, but

in random patterns, patrol to a range of 3000 meters (82mm mortar range)

around the position.

OBSERVATION: During the period 31 May through 8 June, the defensive targets

were fired between 2300 and 0200 hours. On 9 June, the "King of the Hill"

decided to vary the pattern and conduct the firing from 0200 to 0400 hours.

When the attack began, the artillery forward observer was preparing to ad-

just the firebase defensive targets.

LESSON LEARNED: Detailed planning is required to vary time and type of activ-
ity to avoid establishing set patterns of defense.
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OBSERVATION: During the sapperv withdrawal, they moved through
an area apprcximately 500 meters froq the perimeter which had
been seeded with trip flares. When the flares were activated,
the area was engaged with cannon artillery to hlock enenv escape
routes.

LESSON LEARNED: Trip flares placed well forward of the perineter
on l'ikely avenues of approach or escape will urovide early warn
ing of attack or indicate routes of withdrawal.

03SER,'ATIO-\: n anti-sapner fence, consisting of chain link
fencIng ýtor feet high and buried one to six inches, had been
alacel around the firebase. Examination following the attack
revealed that the sappers had been unable to cut the fence.
All breaks in the wire were caused by explosions.

LESSON LEARNED: Protective wire, properly emolaced, ij' an
effective barrier to sapper movement.

'OBSERVATION: Unon initiation of the attack, the "King of the
Hill" ordered his artillery for-ward observer outside the com-
mand bunker to adjust defensive targets and AR-. He also in-
structed the platoon leader to move to the noint of contact to
survey the situation and to submit an accurate SITREP.

LESSON LERNED: Aggressive leadership is required to insure
that proper action is taken by subordinates.

OBSERVATION: Due to a versonnel shortage, LP/OPs and ambushes
were not employed outside the perimeter. The "King of the Hill'
stated that his defensive nlans included einlo~ment of an LP!'P
on the approach route used by the WNA. However, personnel
shortages required him to employ all available personnel on the
perimeter.

LESSON LERINED: When determining personnel requirements for
firebase defense, sufficient allowance should be made to man
the Derimeter and to employ early warning LP/OPs and ambushes.

]BSERVATION: During the week preceding the attack, the "Kinv
of the MillT" conducted walk-through rehearsals of the defensive
olan to include the assembly and movement of the- reaction force.
At the initiation of the attack. the reaction force was asseutbleý
and later moved to the point of the main attack.

L'SS3V LF-A(ED: rrequent and planned rehearsals of the fire-
base defensive plan, to include the assembly and emplov-sment of
the reaction force, insures proper and timely response by defen-
sive forces.

O3SERVATION: The "King of the Hill" had directed that versonnel
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on guard occupy fighting positions rather than positions within
or on top of sleeping bunkers.

LESSON LEARNED: Guard personnel are less vulnerable to RPC and
Sapper attack when manning fighting positions rather than posi-
tions on top or inside sleeping bunkers. Additionally, more
effective fire cin be delivered against the attacking sapper.

Ok•SERVATION: The C-130 flaireship could not, for an undetermined
reason, coinmurntcate directly with the "King of the Hill." In-
srruLtinns '-.r "'i'kethal!- were relayed from the "King of the
i!. 1 1" throuigh the battalion command post to the C-130. This is
an acceptable, but less desirable. -,rrangement.

LESSON LEARNEIL The "Kine -)f the Hill" should communicate di-
rectlv with all supporting aircraft.

OBSERVATTO'N: By a study or intelligence reports and enemy ac-
tiTity occurring one year Ago, the battalion commander deter-
mined that FSB Tomahawk was attacked on 19 June 1969. He ad-
vised the "King of the Hill" that NVA sapper attacks against
firebases are sometimes repetitive from year to year and that
due to a lack of flexibility in planning, NVA operations fol-
low definite patterns.

LESSON LEARNED: Commanders should study one year old intel-
I1gence reports and enemy activity.

OBSERVATION: The platoon responsible for defense of the fire-
base had F-een there for nine days and had rehearsed the firebase
lefensive plan three times during that period.

LESSON LEARNED: With proper leadership and frequent walkthrough
r-hearsal7,ftie assurance of a successful defense increases the
longer the unit stays on the firebase.

OBSERVATION: On 1 June 1970, the "d Bn (Anbl), 327th Inf
received an agent report indicating the W.V would attack Lang
Co Bridge on 9 or 10 June. The report also stated that the NVA
would be wearing ARVN uniforms. One NVA sapper was observed
wearing a US helmet and long trousers.

LESSON LEARNED: Intelligence information should be passed to
-t-eilowest e-c-elon possible (the individual soldier) consistent
with security restrictions.

OBSERVATION: Seven fougasse wires and several trip flares
positioned outside the inner belt of protective wire had been
cut or tied off.
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LESSON LEARNEIJ: Fougasse wires should be buried when possible.
and tripflares and trip flare wires should be camouflaged.

OBSERVATION: The NVA were using an M60 machinc gun during the
attack.

LEVON LEARNED: Abandoned US weapons, ammunition, and equip-
ment will 'beretrieved by the VC/NVA and used against US or
ARVN units.

URSERVATION: A helicopter flareship ýnd the FAC monitored a
radio transmission, the flareship on a FM and the FAC on a UHF
frequency, that the sender was observing mortar flashes and NVA
soldiers moving north across QL1 in the vicinity of FSa Roy.
Fhe originator and recipeent of the transmission cannot be de-
termined. However, rhe battalion commander did not receive the
information.

LESSON LEARNED: All intelligence information must be passed to
the ground commander so that he can employ available resources
to counter the attack or to seal enemy routes of withdrawal.

OBSERVATION: The battalion commander requested ARA, helicopter
flareships, and "Basketball" at 0141 hours. ARA arrived on
station at 0225 hours, the helicopter flareship at 0220 hours,
and "Basketball" at 0320 hours.

LESSON LiARNED: Arrival time for ARA and the helicopter flare-
ships shouIT--not have exceeded strip alert time (two minutes)
plus flight time (approximately 15 minutes from Camp Eagle).

C F-5- ETCONFIDENTIAL
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