
Septen*>er 8, 1964
A3

Mi. Fred Ludington
129 Wsat Wash<nftoB Street
Parker, Indiana

Tear Mr. Ludington

i

I tegret that I jua not able to fnrniab the copy of the

honlcide report which you requested in your letter of

Sertembsr 5, 1964.

This report is one of the official records of the

Police Department and miSt be kept confidential.

Very truly yours.

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police

JBCiPA
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June 23, 1964
V A3

Mr. David B. Wilton
206 Beecber Street
Syracuse 3, New York

Dear Mr. Wilton

i

The Dallas Police Departaent has never been requested not
to mke an arreat by any agency of the I>ederal Govemiaent
about which you inquired in your letter of June 17, 1964.

I do not care to conent on the other questions you asked.

Very truly yours,

JBCiPA

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police



JMJ

206 Beecher Street
Syracuse 3, New York
June 17, 1964

Jesse E. Curry, Chief of Police
Dallas City, Hall
Dallas , Texas

Dear Chief Curry:

Recently two American newspapers have commented that you
were about to arrest Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby on
suspicion of attempting to assassinate former General Edwin A.
Walker, but were asked not to do so in a letter from an official
of the Justice Department. I am reporting the full assassination
story of President Kennedy for the Le Moyne College student
newspaper, the story to be given in the first issue this Pall,
and would like to have, if possible, the answer to this question.

Here in the North, the newspapers have pretty well decided
Jshat Oswald was some sort of a maniac, and Ruby murdered him
because he became emotionally upset by all the hatred which is
supposedly prevalent in our society today. The few Southern
newspapers I have seen take a more realistic line and refrain
from blaming me for the deaths of Kennedy and Oswald. But many
papers see the Communist conspiracy involved, and give sound
arguments and what appear to be rational facts. Can you comment
on this in any way?

Can you tell me if any people connected with the conseirvatlve
political philosophy were threatened or suffered any property
damage as the result of Kennedy's death? In your estimatiorv have
"right-wingers" caused any acts of violence or public disorder
since you have been in office?

I understand that the Wairren Commisilon has taken over the
investigation of the assassination, but I would like to know if
there is any information you can send me which is already Dubllo
knowledge. In whatever way you can aid me, I will be indebted.

Thank you!

David E. Wilton



JMJ

206 Beecher Street
Syracuse 3, New York
June 17, 1964

Jesse E. Curry, Chief of Police
Dallas Citx Hall
Dallas, Texas

Dear Chief Curry:

Recently two American newspapers have commented that you
were about to arrest Lee Harrey Oswald and Jack Ruby on
suspicion of attempting to assassinate former General Edwin A.
Walker, but were asked not to do so in a letter from an official
of the Justice Department. I am reporting the full assassination
story of Presidant Kennedy for the Le Moyne College student
newspaper, the story to be given in the first issue this Pall,
and would like to have, if possible, the answer to this question.

Here in the North, the newspapers have pretty well decided
that Oswald was some sort of a maniac, and Ruby murdered him
because he became emotionally upset by all the hatred which is
supposedly prevalent in our society today. The few Southern
newspapers I have seen take a more realistic line and refrain
from blaming me for the deaths of Kennedy and Oswald. But many
papers see the Communist conspiracy involved, and give sound
arguments and what appear to be rational facts. Can you comment
on this in any way?

Can you tell me if any people connected with the conservative
political philosophy were threatened or suffered any property
damage as the result of Kennedy's death? In your estimation have
"right-wingers" caused any acts of violence or public disorder
since you have been in office?

I understand that the Warren Commisilon has taken over the
investigation of the assassination, but I would like to know if
there is any information you can send me which is already public
knowledge. In whatever way you can aid me, 1 will be indebted.

Thank you'.

David E. Wilton



January iO, X9M
A3

Mr. Frank Thompson
Route 1, Box 7
Rolla, Kansas - 67954

Dear Mr. Thompson)

The weapon used in the assassination of President
Kennedy about which you inquired in your letter
of January 8, 1964, was a 6.5 m Mannlicher Carcona
of Italian design and manufacture.

The weapon used in the murder of Police Officer
J. n. Tippit was a .38 caliber Smith h Wesson re-
volver, with a two inch barrel.

I hope this information is vrtiat you require.

Very truly yours.

JBCjPA

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police



Rolla, Kansas
January 8, 1964

Chief of Police
Dallas Police Force
Dallas Texas

Dear Sir:

I would like very much to hare the authentic
description of the Rifle and hand guns used In the
Pfesldentlal Assassination and the killing of
patrolman Tlbbltta and Oswald.

If possible would like to have official photos
of guns, would be glad to pay any cost occured In
obtaining same and any postage needed.

Due to conflicting news reports I have a list
of seven different calibers and five different makes
of guns used In the crimes.

I am Interested In obtaining the Information
mostly because I cun an antique and modem weapons
collector.

Am sorry to bother you but would 1»ery much
appreciate an official answer.

Sincerely,

Frank Thompson
R.E.#1 BOX #7
Rolla, Kansas 67954



Deceirtxr 9, 1963
A3

Mrs. L. MatthaMS
644 Pelgado Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Dear M^s. Matthews:

We are not able at this time to furnish the nam of
the gun dealer who sold the weapon used in the assas-
sination of President Kennedy.

I regret that we are not able to assist you.

Very truly yours.

JKiPA

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police





Decenber 23, 1963
A3

Mr. BueH Martin
Route 1

Cumraing, Georgia

Dear Mr. Martin:

The rifle used to assassinate President Kennedy, about
which you inquired in your letter of December 13, 1963,
was an Italian Mannlichar Carcano 6.5 in.ra.

I hope this information is helpful to you.

Very truly yours.

JHCiPA

J. B. Curry
Cliief of Police



BUELL MARTIN'S NOTION STORE
Barber and Clock Shop
Cumming, Georgia
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February 10, 1964
A3

Mr. William W. Parish
The Hacalllan Company
60 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York

Dear Mr. Parish

i

I have forwarded your letter of February 7, 1964,
regarding an accreditation of Mr. L. C. Le Goullon
to the Bloom Advertising Agency, which is huidling
press natters for the court in which Jack Ruby will
be tried.

Any further correspondence should be addressed to
the agency at S12 South Akard Street, Dallas, Texas.

Very truly yours.

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police

JHCiPA

cci Bloom Advertising Agency



WILSON-LOVETON PUBLICATIONS
1606 NORTH HIGHLAND AVENUE
HOLLVWOOD 28, CALIFORNIA

HOLLYWOOD 3-3256

fMlsheri of;

FOOD MART NEWS- JOHN W. lOVETON

Southern California, Nonhom California edltioni

TILE & ARCHITECTUIIAL CERAMICS
WEST COAST DRUGGIST

J. R. WILSON

Publishtrs

February 17,Sil964

Jesse E. Curry
Chief of Police
Dallas, Texas

Dear Chief Curry:

In referance to Mr. Parish's lejter to

you I will be arriving in Dallas on Wednesday the 19th and

will be in touch with you on Thursday in respect to my

press accreditation.

Thanking you on this matter which must

be a very busy time for you.

I am, si»oerely yours.

L.C. Le Goul]Jon



I
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THE MACMIT^r>AN COMPAISrY

snmr • tuth ayknub • hbw tork n. w. y.

February 7 , 1964

Jesse E. Curry
ClUc i oi" :'oliCL>

IJeur Cliic:t Curry:

One ol LiiG top artist-reporters in the cou.-.try, Mr. L.C. Le Goullon.

roiiiiii^ froin Culiiornia to cover the upcomi; Ruby trial. Kr. he

Gouiion js well known for his sketches of fair.cus personages r.-. trials,

liospit-als and various locraes where pho to>;rap;:y is not pernltted. I'ou

may have seen liis work ir. various magazines.

Tlie Macniillan Company is one of the oldest and one of the

Ic-v^er publishing houses in America and, in situations such as

this, feels it can request press accreditation for an artist or

reporter working on u Jegitimatc project. We have now hadone

of our artist-authors accredited with the Ecumenical council.

We are sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Le Goullon

e/o Wilson-Loveton Publications, 2900 Rowena Avenue, Los Angc\es,

California. We are asking him to be in touch with you in re^-^tion

to Ills Press accreditation.

Sincerely yourb.

WP/ain

William W. Parisli

Macmillan Company



M>ruBry 24, 1964
A3

Nr. Oaear B. Graves -i,.

505 Baavar Dan Streat
Waupun, Viaconsin

Dear Mr. Oravsa:

Thank you for your letter of February 20, 1964, aod
the consideration you showed in offering to be a Juror
in the Suby trial.

The laws of the State of Texas require that Jurors
serving in this State aust be residents of the State
and aust be holders of a current Poll Tax.

Because of our 1ms it would not be possible for you
to serve on the Jury, but again, we do appreciate your
thoughtfulness.

Very truly yours,

J. B. Carry
Caiief of Police

jaCjPA



Waupun, Wisconsin.
Feb. 2C, 1964.

Dept. cf Police axid Justice
Dallas, Texas.'

Gentlemen :_ I am a retired guard here at Waupun. I took care ofJohn Schrank who shot Thedore Roosevelt In 1S1£.

Because of my long fecord as an officer at the Central StateHospital for the insame and I also worked as a guard at the Wis-consin i^tate Prison (during the riot) and because I am a reliablecitizen I feel that I would make a good juryman.

Cf course both sides would have to sanction their approval.
But I am very thoughtful and considerate and hold no malice in irvheart. iJelther have I formed an opinion of my own..

I can give you the best cf recomendations from bankers,
(The National Bank cf Waupun) lawers and the sheriffs office
of Dodge county and maybe you could look me up with the FBI.
I think they would give me a recomendatlon but I seldom refer tothem because they are so busy and secreative., (United States Dept.of Justice, Federal Bureau Cf Investigation , PC Box 663, Milwaukee.Wisconsin ) .

'

I believe I am one cf the most fair and unbiasec men youcould have for the Ruby trial.

I thank you

,

Cscaj^ Gravces ~7 —

^

5C5 Beaver Dam st

.

Waupun, Wisconsin,.



February 10, 1964
A3

Mr. P. J, Blli»
710 West 21st Street
Casper, Wyoming

Dear Mr. Bills:

I am not sure i*at the source of the television material
you referred to in your letter of February 3, 1964, was,
but it did not cone from this Department.

Any further information or comments made on the assassin-
ations must of necessity come from the Warren Commission
since this group is now charged with the investigation of
the circumstances.

1 regret that I am not able to help you.

Very truly yours.

JBCiPA

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police



Dear Sir:

MT^rtJi"' '^•™«'*y ana naturally,bis death was a groat blow to me. Then.

f^i^'** ??^^ ^'^'^ "Baselnation,

a« I 25!*^" °" "y televifllon. andas I remember, the rerun of the tape was
to ™T°H?;2'*„''Pl"- It seems v^ry Strang
tf..r„5°:,

Mgazlne could show a olc-®
but voL t' "^ffinatlon and his murderer,

^ »l80 seem to rem-ember Oswald seeing his assassin and mutter-

nSfl=?;^*M"«' """K"^"'noticing his assailant, and there seens to
2" on therace of the person holding him.

"ould straighten these dlsoreo-anoles out for me. I studied these "Life"pictures carefully, i think that a matter
'^^8 should not be left In

o5^; > r * ^ """^'^ a'^P'olate an honestanswer to my questions.

I think that Oswald had an accomollce. Manymen who were top marksmen In the service

.ht^K 'I "S"^^"','"'' I articleswhich stated Oswald was a too marksman.Where are his medals, or at least one ofthem? I am not fully convinced that theAmerican people know what they should abouttheir beloved president's murder.
I would aporeclate an answer. Thank you.

Yours respectfully.

D. J. Ellis



Februnry 24, 1964
A3

Hias Vera Stone
Route 4
Tarklen Koad
Laoeaater. Ohio

Dear Miaa Stone

i

I aa not aure lAere you obtained your infornatlon that
we had publlahed the ace of Preaidmt John P. Ilennedy
as 40 years.

So far as I know, in all of the reports of this Depart-
ent we have abown Praaidsnt Kennedy's Sfs aa 46. We
cannot, of course, know what reports were pid>lished by
the Individual news aedia. This possibly is the sotirce
of the error.

Very truly yours.

JBCiPA

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police



C^UjJa^ -M-O^ /l^..<rL(^- -^^^^ y>v-us-««U_ CTsA^

^t-U;CUl/ Q^^aL,. ^L4.-'xXlX-e*w£tLo^



January 29, 1964
A3

Dr. Bgardo Coloccia
Jefe de la Division Criminalistica
Policia de la Provincia de Buenos Aires
La Plata, Argentina

Dear Dr. Coloccia

i

The instcunent used to deternine the distance traveled and
trajectory of the bullets in the assassination of President

Kennedy was a surveyor's transit.

The distance was dcternined by measuring the distance at

ground level from the building where the shots were fired
to the location of the President's vehicle. With the aid of
the transit it was then determined the angle made by the path
of the bullets and the line at ground level from the vehicle
to the building. With this base and one angle the investi-
gators were able to determine the distance the bullets trav-
eled.

To insure accuracjr this was done several tines with the sane

results.

I hope this information is helpful to you.

Very truly yours.

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police

JBCjPA

cc: Mr. Quinn Taan



INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE, INC.
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A EVERETT LEONARD
WASHINGTON. DC

1319 EIGHTEENTH STREET. N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 AREA CODE 202 - TELEPHONE 265-7227

January 2h, I96h

Chief Jesse Curry
Department of Police
Police Headquarters
Dallas, Texas

Dear Jesse:

The attached photo from a newspaper in La Plata, Argen-
tina was sent to me by one of our Active Members in that
country, who is anxious to learn the name of the instru-
ment and the method used to determine the distance and
trajectory of the assassin's bullets. He believes such
information will be of great help to his Eivision in
conducting similar investigations.

I am sure it will be of real service to him if you will
have a member of your staff write to Dr. Edgardo Coloccia,
Jefe de la Division Criminalistica, Policia de la Provincia
de Buenos Aires, La Plata, Argentina, describing the in-
strument, how it was used, viiere it is available, etc.
An addressed, stamped envelope is attached.

Thank you and best regards.

I

Sincerely,







January 21, 1964
A3

Mr. Dwight H. Johnston
Captain of Police
Fort Worth Police Department
Port Worth, Texas

Deal- Captain Jolinston:

1 appreciate very auch your letter of January 15,
1964, and your expression of confidence and support.

1 realize that ttie nature of the events surrounding
the assassination of the Bresident and the occurrences
subsequent to it were calculated to produce a nunber
of liighly critical letters. Comments such as yours
lend dignity and thoughtful consideration and are
greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

JBC :PA

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION — SOUTHWESTERN LAW

p. O. BOX 11407 PHONE WA4.3215 AREA CODE 817

January 15, 1966

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76110

Jesse CuTiy
Chief of Police
Dallas Police Department
Dallasj Texas

Dear Sir:

I vrote you a letter on December 13th, however I decided that any-
thing that I might say at the time would be very anti-climatic, s o
I decided to give it up aia bad gesture. After talking to sons of
your good officers at the annual Dallas Police dance Friday ni^t,
I decided that I should let you know my feelings regarding the
assasination of President Kennedy and the resulting abuse heaped
upon you and your depariaient*

vmen expressing feelings ©n this matter, I feel that I am ex-
pressing the feelings of most eveiy peace officer in this state
as well as in our nation. We all realise that this terrible thing
could have occured in any city in the United States and all fair
minded citiisens realise ifaat your department, as well as all other
law enforcement agencies, were doing everything possible to protect
our President.

The subsequent killing ©f Oswald was certainly a very unfortunate
thing to have happen within the Dallas police department. Those
of us in law enforcement arealise the terrific amount of pressure
that is often applied by members of ^ news media. To those
who have offered ridicule in the handling of Oswald,! have main-
tained that the news media was largely responsible for his being
shot due to their inaistaace that "-ttiey be in on every move made".
I have talked to news rep©rters(newspapars, radio, T.V.) and every
one that I have talked t© have told me that the news media should
«bott^ Buoh of the blame for the dtath of Otn^Xd. Xou and X know
that this acceptance will never o&m to pass althou^ I sincerely
believe that the news media would enhance its stature in the public
eye if they would sometimes admit that th^ are wrong and accept
their responsibilities as they insist that other people do»

Chief, you know, and I know, that it is always the cranks and
chronic critics of police that "put their twe-bits in first".
They need not know the facts. They need only an opening to jump
down our throats. We can be thaiUcful that people ©f this type
are in the minority but it is these people who would twist this
terrible act in such a way that it reflects a disservice to a
City, State, Nation or some segment of our population. Those who
have been so ready to heap abuse upon the good city of Dallas and
its police officers are guilty of fostering bigotry and hatred and
the good Lord knows that we have had far to much of this in recent
years.

PiAlicalfon Editor;

Dwighl W. Johnston, Hurst, Texas
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<pCaw ^S^nforcemeni ^)fficcrs ^Association of exas

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION — SOUTHWESTERN LAW

p. O. BOX 11407 PHONE WA 4-3215 AREA CODE 817 FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76110

It vaa most gratifying to know that your Mayor, City Manager and

most of your counciljiien expressed their faith and confidence in

you and your officers. These people realise that law enforcement

officers, especially th*ir own officers, are extremely proud of

their City ana are constantly doing their very best to protect

the life and property of all their citi«ens,

Kay X take tiiis opportunity to speak for this association, as well

as an individual, and say to you and your officers that we know

that you have an outstanding department of which you are all justly

proud. I am personally proud to count many of your officers as

close friends and I am equally proud that I live "next door" to

your fine ci1y»

With kindest personal regards,! remain.

Sincerely,

DNight H. Jc^uistcn

Captain, Ft. Worth Police Dept.
Secretary, LaM Enforcement Officers
Association of Texas

co: Dallas Police AsBociaticm
Lt. George Butler, President

'^^lejgej C7o J^eiier jL^aw ^enforcement



Decenbei 24, 1963
A3

6203 SB Clinton Street
Portland, Oregon

Dear Chief Auborni

I appreciate very much your note of encourageiaent
contained in your letter of Decenber 6, 1963.

nords of understanding and support fron otiier police
officers are particularly valuikble during these try-
ing tines.

I appreciate your taking the tinie to write as you did

Very truly yours.

Glen P. King
Captain of Police



Decei*er 23, 1963
A3

Mi. Kelly Maddox
Director, Citizeia' Traffic t Safety Council
1960 Fidelity Union Tower
Dallas, Texas

Dear Kelly

i

I appreciate very auch the copy of your letter of
Decei*er 19, 1963, to Dr. Alan Scott of the Texas
Public Itelatlons Association.

Your hiphly articulate conraents lend a necessary
note of responsibility regarding the "BditOrial"
which was reprinted by the TPRA.

The support of t«rsons, such as yourself, is of
great value to us.

Very truly yours.

Glen D. King
Captain of Police

GDKlPA



OaeMiMU- 19, 198S

Nr. Alaa taattt Btawtiv* SwoMtary
Twoui Fofclie lalMiMW AM«elatlwi
P. 0. Bm ««. ma, UnlvaMiitr StatiM
Austin la, TaiiM

Baar Alant

Tha first mta «f tha DacMlMr TaM* PR TAUC la a gaad
•Maapla of poar jaihlla ralatiaaa. Aa a aitlaaa of
OaXiaa far aaay yawa I aa a«lU yraad of awr alty. I

rafuaa to hug m$ haad 1» alWM far tlia aats of eraaliprt
naa-eitlaaaa. Tka iaaga «f aar elty la balng daatrayad,
not ^ aiiat happanad hara Mavaabar 32 ani M, Int ty ar»
tlalaa aiieh aa that earrlad In PR REPORTER and by ra-
prlnta of moh artlelaa.

X doabt vary aarlaoaly that yaa «b«U flad aaqr eltlaaaa
«f Ballaa that atraa with tha aahatmaa af aaah aa aat-
ragaaaa plaaa of oon pahlle valatloaa prapatanda. Should

a aoadMii Haw OrXaSna haeaoaa Oaaald hm ham thara?
Shoaid «a oondaan Mow York haoaaaa ha Ilvad tharat
ShauU wa aeodom Irvlm baeauaa hla wlfo aad bablaa

Uvod thoroT Should no ooadMD r«rt HOrth boemaa hla
nethar llvoa thwraT Why not hlaao Chloate for Ruby7

I aa ahaekod that TPRA aeold bo a party to auoh a aaaar eaa-
palgn a^lnst aur iraad«4«l olty. Tha paapla of Dallaa
vara j«at aa ahoekod aa tha roat tS tha natlea ovor idw aa-
aaaainatlaB af our Proaldaat and tha aol4 hUedod kUUag
of tbo aeauaad. Dallaa la a alty of weodwfttl pooplo. It
haa to bo ar thla groat tem> of oara mouU aavar havo gram
to ho tho aaeond largoot olty la tho stato. Hhat happaaad

la Dallaa ootiU hava happaaad la Auatln, Houataa or Port
Vorth.

At a tiao MhoA Irra^enalbla r^ertlng aahaa avary attaapt

to toar dam tho Iaaga of ear elty, I thlak It hoheevos
TPRA to ooao to tho raaeua of that elty aad a«t ha a party
to tha daotraotloB «l th«t iawgo. After aU, Ballaa la la
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Tmu and that that raflaeta oa DaUaa r«flaata en TMaa
ae aayba Taaaa ahouU bang Ita haad In alMOM aa« alaea
PR paapla play aaeh an iqwrtant rala ia aoUli* and
ahapiai tha thinking «f tha paopla aa^. jaat Mqrba. TPRA
ahcMld hang Ita hand la aham. If fop ae other raaaen
than being party to aitoh an luwarraBted attack en our tean.

I feal that TPRA la Juat aa guilty aa DaUaa by adding
fuel te a fire that hM beea kladlad by hate aeivera aueb
aa tha pman that arete the PR REPORTtiR editorial. Hate
la hate ae aatter whleh aide you are on.

Referenee haa beea aede to Dallaa Police Ineffleleaey and
Ineredlble Ineptaeaa en the part <rf the ItaUaa County proae-
euter, none of ahieh la true nor a proven fact. Hot one
nerd la aald about the Dallaa Police Departaeat capturing
Oavald within an hour after the Prealdent waa aaaaaalaated.
Thla Inforaatlon aaat have beea known by PR REPORTER but
they would rather deatroy our laage than aake any aaatlon
of Oawild'a capture and the eubaequeat Inveatlgatlon that
linked hla to the aaaaaalnatloa. I don't think we have to
apologise te anybody.

Cordially yours.

Kelly MaddoK
KH/vc Eaeotttlve 8e»etary

ect Nr. Nike Dleklnaea

bcc! Mr. Cliff Blackmon

P. S. What haa been aald about the wele«M Dallaa gave the
Prealdent? Theuaaada of Dallaaltea Uaed the route edP the
atereade to welaeM hte. What about the huadrada who were
attending the luneheen? LuneheoR gueata Included Dawerata,
Repubtleaiw and other*. Everyane was proud of the «imeut
for the Prealdent but I haven't reed very aueh about this
phaae ^ our city.
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Mr. ifilliaia J. liarding
849 Wilson Building
Dallas, Texas

Dear Mc. Harding!

I appraciate very muclj the copy of your letter of
December 19, 1963, to Dr. Alan Sqott of the Texas
Public Relations Association.

Vour highly articulate contnents lend a necessary
note of responsibility regarding tiie "Editorial"
which was reprinted by the TPRA.

The support of persons, such as yourself, is of
great value to us.

Very truly yours,

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police

JBCiPA



Dxom f£i Q^^iyS of

WILLIAM J. HARDING
649 WILSON BUILDING

Dec. 19, 1963

Dear Chief Curry;

I hope the time may come when we all
can resume normal routines, but I feel
I have taken about all the abuse that is
necessary on one subject.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I

have written—as an individual—to one
who should know better.

Just thought you might like to know
Dallas citizens are still proud of their
police department.

Sincerely,



December 19, 1963

Dr. Alan Scott
Texas Public Relations Association
P. 0. Box 7818
University Station
Austin 12, Texas

Dear Alan:

The people of Dallas--newcoiners and old timers alike—have with patience and for-
bearance waited for the heaps of abuse that have been poured upon their head for
the assassination of President Kennedy to diminish In the light of sober reflection,
honest Judgement of the past record, and careful analysis of all factors.

It has not been easy. Nobody could be more regretful than the citizens of Oallas
for the tragedy that happened here.

1 think it Is pretty well accepted that whenever an editorial Is reprinted without
comment, such editorial accurately reflects the attitudes and opinions of the
publication Involved.

Accepting that premise let me go on to state that I deplore your reproducing In
the TEXAS P.R. TALK, that bit of vlleness from the P.R. REPORTER, Issue of December
9, 1963.

I grant that you and X—as does every reputable and sincere public relations man In
Oallas--earnestly wish that a concrete program would be adopted. The PRSA Chapter
has already recommended that. Why not simply say that, rather than reproduce that
editorial without conment?

Let us go back to an old-fashioned principle of communication called reasoning or
objectivity-something that seems to be rapidly vanishing In this era of opinion
and emotional manipulation.

The term "editorial" lends an unwarranted dignity to this perverse diatribe, but I
must Identify it by some means In order to quote its more odious passages:

"...Dallas, head bowed in shame. Image ugly for all the world to
see... needs to be "investigating tragedy and multiple ineptness
with honesty of purpose."

"But Dallas does nothing, and America waits for moral re-
assurance with diminishing hope and rising resentment toward a
hitherto respected community whose profile of courage cannot be
discerned."

The Dallas Police Department has done a magnificent job of apprehension, and acc-
umulating of evidence against the suspect and did it in an amazing short period of
time. The FBI Is conducting its own investigation, Congre«8 Is conducting an Invest-
igation, and the State of Texas is postponing its Court of Inquiry so as not to
conflict with the findings of the other two investigations. Further, there already
has been a great deal of criticism against too much already having been said about
facts that have been developed.
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For another thing, the public has been worked Into such a frenzy outside this
community that any conclusion would not be received with objectivity. Anything
favorable would be interpreted as, "I told you they would whitewash the whole
thing:" objectionable reports would be greeted with, "Well, who are they going
to put the axe to, and when?" I honestly believe that nothing—NOTHING short of
public degradation and humiliation of honest, sincere public servants would satisfy
this insatiable thirst for revenge from some outsiders.

Yet the Dallas Police Force has not been involved in any scandals with the underworld
as has happened In some other large cities. Dallas remains free from organized crime
syndicates. Doesn't this count for anything any more?

When any association of Public Relations people, no matter how high principled its
individual members; or, for that matter, any leader or professed leaders, can speak
out with "moral reassurance" on behalf of every crackpot, profiteer, payoff artist,
distorter of facts (or emotions), or provider of prostitutes to conclude big orders
in marketing, then I will be agreeable to listening with Interest to what the spokes-
man may have to offer. Obviously, these people are not qualified public relations
practictioners—but they assume the name or identify themselves as being In public
relations. I do not presume that the perpetrator of this literary outrage is willing
to assume the collective guilt of these creatures; neither do I recall any "moral
reassurance" that anything concrete is being done to erase this outrageous image from
the public mind. Likewise, I do not think it behooves these people who are so abusive
with vocal attacks to continue shoveling this collective abuse on a fine city and its
citizenry.

I would assure you that there is no end of Investigations—quite enough to satisfy even
the bloodthirstlest onlooker. Wednesday's newspapers had a story about a group of
ministers forming a committee to see if "freedom of speech" has been violated because
a teacher was suspended for two days following a letter to Time magazine in which she
attacked the atmosphere in the Dallas School System. It wasn't enough simply to sign
it as a citizen, but she had to deplore it as a school teacher. A group of ministers
also met to reaffirm the "freedom of the pulpit" when a Methodist minister went on
television to say that children cheered when they heard the news of the assassination,
when a little investigation showed that this elementary school children cheered because
they were told that school was out.

I am certain a few younger children may have been Indifferent about the news. Our
daughter Mary (7th grade) said that all the girls burst into tears at the news; Jimmy
(6th grade) said half of the girls were crying and the rest seemed confused or be-
wildered about what had happened; David (3rd grade) said a few girls cried and the
rest didn't really know what to do.

When small children have not been confronted with the tragedy of death or the exper-
ience of a great loss, how are they expected to react? Some adults don't do too well
in this department.

I personally think there might be room for study of "Elesponslbillty of the Pulpit" to
consider and reflect upon the circumstances under which Oswald would agree to baptism
of his daughter— because he would have to make a contribution; or the minister who
agreed to perform his funeral service but didn't show up; or the minister who did,
"because they couldn't find any preacher who would."

What of the grief of Oswald's family? If we are indeed to believe that God is
Interested in every sparrow, who are these humans to decline spiritual comfort and
solace to a family confronted with loss, regardless of the crime or suspected crime of
the deceased? And what was accomplished by the minister—who not once, but twice.
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repeated for nationwide audiences that children cheered? Assuming that a very few
might have acted unwisely, what has this minister accomplished for his community?
Should the unthinking acts of a few children taint the entire coranunity; forever
damn the thousands of children who prayed for the soul of the President; for the
strength, comfort, and courage of his wife and children. Our children did—and
they suggested it long before bedtime. Furthermore, they also prayed for comfort
and strength of the Oswald widow and children, not only in their Imnediate loss,
but in the difficult tiaies that will dog them ahead. This wasn't unusual. There
are many more devout families in this City of Dallas than the Hardlngs. I think we
are pretty typical of what families felt and did.

And what about the Academic Freedom, or may I become heretical and suggest a need for
Academic Responsibility? What conceivable contribution could the University of Texas
professor have made with his paper that this could only have happened in Texas? Is
this contribution in keeping with a "university of the first class?" I don't think so.
This could have happened in any big city in this nation. I have no idea of this man's
background but I sincerely doubt that he has any real knowledge of what people are or
what they do. I suggest that if he had been a police reporter in Minnesota, he might
have reached an entirely different conclusion.

Has the progress of Dallas toward peaceful integration, without pickets and disturb-
ances been any less significant because of this tragedy? Has this one occurence
blinded reporters to a willingness to compare organized crime in Dallas with other
big cities.

Has the outstanding service of Police Chief Curry been any the less significant be-
cause he extended himself to accommodate the press of the nation, reassured the
nation that they believed they had apprehended the right man, permitted the American
people to participate in this moment of tragic American history? I think not.

Has an outstanding school system done anything less in the way of achievements becausea teacher was suspended for two days? I think not. I daresay Dallas students will rankextremely high with other school districts in this state. Incidentally, I doubt that
the teacher nas been penalized too severly; temporarily perhaps; but events have
guaranteed her of a life- long tenure because every group is going to see that she isprotected. I do not for one moment condone action depriving individual freedoms topeople, but I do think that if there is to be any organization and continuity in alarge administrative system there must also be some measuring stick of responsibility
to a community.

We have a fine school superintendent in Dr. W, T. White. We have a fine police chief
in Jesse Curry. I, for one, am unwilling to sacrifice responsible public servants onthe altar of an emotional blood letting.

Anybody can be all-seeing and all-knowing from hindsight-and that's the usual pointof view of most agitators. They are seldom found up front leading in their own areasof activity; they're back behind and sniping at somebody else in an unrelated field.

I think the local press, by and large, did an excellent job. They did a fine job undermost difficult circumstances and they did it because they did not have to resort to
vilification of their own city to accomplish effective reporting. I feel there weretoo many instances in which commentators strived for dramatic effects from a situationthat was replete with drama and certainly not in need of any emballishments.
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Too, I think the time has come when national television reporting must become aware
of the difficulty of objective reporting. Too much antagonism can be generated by
no more than a lifted eyebrow, a condescending tone or a sneer that will absolutely
ridicule any belief other than the newscaster's.

I don't know If we shall ever return lo objective reporting. Everyone seems obsessed
with the role of opinion former rather than Informing and let people reach their own
conclusions. The credo has become: Attack. Attack. Destroy.

I know how repulsive this vicious attack Is to me. I can only guess what It must be
to those who have lived here all their lives; Invested their time and their talents
to building a fine community for thetr children.

It Is also depressing to me to realize that I have not had the fortitude to hold out
until the agitators drop with exhaustion from their own aimless meanderings. However,
I have also concluded that the longer you continue to suffer this abuse In silence,
the more indignities will be heaped upon the pile.

Admitting this personal failure, I can only do what is possible for one individual to
do— express my own convictions. This may no longer be considered honorable but I
intend to do it.

By the way, please do not interpret this as a reaction of the entire City of Dallas
In frustration, because if others are not willing to reason that Dallas cannot poss-
ibly be responsible for each and every individual residing therein, I must make it
a matter of record that this letter is written in my own ill temper and has not
been cleared with the City Council, Chamber of CoBinerce, Independent School District,
my own Board of Directors, the Police Department, Fire Department, local Church
Councils, public relations consultants, or other holders of the public trust. Please
do not condemn the entire city; my feelings are entirely my own.

I am thoroughly fed up with the abuse being shoveled onto Dallas. It is with regret
that I have reached this personal conclusion for TPRA is truly a fine organization.
I am no longer willing to swallow this bitter pill without expression.

I cannot condone the printing of that alleged editorial without comment and its sub-
sequent silent endorsement by the Texas Public Relations Association.

Please consider this my resignation from the TPRA.

Sincerely yours.

WJH/js
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Mr. R. E. Hustice
52" Westwood
Richardson, Texa»

Dear Mr. Busticei

We appreciate very nuch the kind reaarks contained
in your letter of Novenfcer 23, 1963.

Bxpressions of confidence and support are particularly
valuable to us during tinea auch as these. I appreci-
ate your taking the tiiae to write rae as you did.

Very truly yours.

JBCsPA

J. H. Curry
Chief of Police
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Mrs. Mae Ballard
308 N 5th Street
Fort Snith, Arkansas

Dear Mrs. Ballard:

Thank you very much for your kind expreasion of aya-
pathy. It la encouraging to receive a letter such aa
yours at a tine like this.

Tlie people of Dallas are, of course, grief stricken
at the loss of our President. 1 feel as you do tliat

with the passing of time the burden will become easier
to bear.

Again, I want to thank you for your kind remarks and
extend to you an invitation to visit the Department
if you are ever >n the City of Dallas.

Very truly yours,

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police

JBClPA

Bnc.
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J. A. D. Officer Calvin D, Ayers, *1494
Northwest Juvenile Division
Philadelphia Police Departnent
21 St & Parkway
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Officer Ayerat

I appreciate very much your letter of December 3,

1963, and your cosMnts concerning the Dallas Police
Department.

Expressions of confidence from other Police Officers
are always welcone and aid us in the carrying out of
our responsibilities.

Again, I appreciate your taking the time to write me
as you did.

Very truly yours.

JBCiPA

J, B. Curry
Chief of Police



MEMORANDUM CITY OF PHIL

TO ;

FROM :

SUBJECT:

Chief of Dallas Police
Jesae Curry
Dallas, Texas.

DATE12/3/65

J.A.D.Off.Oalvln D.Ayers #1*94
North-weat Juvenile DlT.
Philadelphia Police Dept.
21 st & Parkway
Phila.Pa.

Dear Sir;
In view of the recent events that have happened in Dallas, plus the fact that

I am a officer in the Philadelphia police force and also a native Texan,! have
taken a personal interest in what oocured.

Even tho I am not in supervisory capacity and there fore cannot offically
commend you and your men I would like to extend my personal regards to you and
all the officers of the Dallas Police force for a difficult task well done under
trying conditions.

1 had the pleasure of meeting several members of the Dallas force while on
vacation in July and do not feel that the unfavorable publicity toward them is
warrented nor should they be made to suffer for the actions of two civilians.

In closing I would like to add that in my estimation the Dallas Police
Force is one of the finest in the country and In the event that any of your
officers ever come to Phllaiphia I would be more than happy to show them around.

82-5.1 (R.y.3/59) RESPONSE TO THIS MEMORANDUM MAY BE MADE HEREON IN LONOHAND
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Reverend William A. Holmes
9018 Aldwick Drive
Dallas, Texas

Dear Reverend Holnesi

I am forwarding a letter received (torn SP4 Johnnie
M. Henley, who requested that his letter be passed
on to yoi .

We did not answer Mr. Henley's letter since his
coonents did not seera to be something of a police
nature.

Very truly yours.

J. B, Curry
Chief of I'olice

JBCiPA

Bnc. 1
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The Anarican Advlsex
Sapulpa
Oklahona

Gentlemen

:

Thank you for your racant telegran in which you
comnended the Dallas Police Departnent for the
apprehension of Lee Harvey Oswald.

We cannot at this time coninent on a statement made
by a German newspaper that Oswald had been arrested
followinB the attempted murder of General Bdwin A.
Walker.

When the investigations have been completed, I an
sure a full report will be made available to the
press, but at the present tine we do not think it
advisable to comment on the case.

Very truly yours.

JBC:PA

J. E. Curry
Chief of Police









Peceiifcer 16, 1963
A3

Mr. Robert M. Nailer
1316 Dallas Athletic Club Building
Dallas 1, Texas

Dear Mr. Miller:

1 am returning the pliotogxaphs you brought to
the Dallas Police Departnent shortly after the
assassination of President Kennedy.

We are grateful to you for making these available
for study.

Very truly yours.

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police

JBCsPA

Bnc. 2
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Mr. caiarles Hill
1201 Tower Fetroleua Building
Dallas, Texas

Dear Mr. Hill:

I an returning the photographs you brought to
the Dallas Police Department shortly after the
assassination of President Kennedy.

We are grateful to you for making these available
for study.

Very truly yours.

J. B. Curry
Chief of Police

JECiPA

inc. 2
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ROUTING SLIP

Date-

Time-

REMARKS:

"BUREAU .

Write letter: 1 will sign

Reply in my name

For signature

For approval

For comment

For suggestion

Invest, and report

Make recommendation

Confer with me

For your action

For compliance

Note and return

Return with file

Mote and file

?lace in personnel file
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Dr. B. B. Cawson
480 N. Sam Houston Boulevard
San Benito, Texas

Dear Dr . Dawson

i

We are returning your $5 bill you enclosed in your
letter of November 25. You designated this for a
Mrs. Martin. We are not sure for whom you actually
intended this contribution.

We are not collecting funds for any Mrs. Martin and
did not want to risk placing it in an account for
which you liad not intended.

Very truly yours.

J. H. Curry
Chief of Police

JBC:PA

Bnc. $S cash



FOR MRS. T-iARTTK



DR. L E. DAWSON
^ N. Sam Houston Blvd.

SAN BENITO, TEXAS
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FORM Bl-t

To_

Date Time

YOU WERE OUT

Phone_

TELEPHONED PLEASE CALL HIM

CALLED TO SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN

WANTS TO SEE YOU ' ANS. YOUR CALL



Date.

WIJILE YOU WERE OUT

Phone.*

T

TELEPHONED

CALLED TO SEE YOU

WANTS TO SEE YOU

PLEASE CALL HIM

WtLL CALL AGAIN

ANS. YOUR CALL

Messagi



To.

Date, U )

WHILE YOU ^ERE OUT

Phonfi ^
TELEPHONED

CALLED TO SEE YOU

WANTS TO SEE YOU

PLEASE CALL HfM

WILL CALL AGAIN

ANS. YOUR CALL



SS'^ A//^/

/

To.

Date^ Time_

WHILE YOU WERE OUT

TELEPHONED

CALLED TO SEE YOU

WANTS TO SEE YOU

PLEASE CALL HIM

WILL CALL AGAIN

ANS. YOUR CALL

-7 ^ tc>



WHILE YOU WERE OUT

Mr

of_

Phone

TELEPHONED

CALLED TO 3EE YOU

WANTS TO SEE YOU

Message^--.. ,

PLEASE CALL HIM

WILL CALL AGAIN

ANS. YOUR CALL


















