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STUDENT ABSENTEEISM: CAUSES, EFFECTS,

AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Truanc5, and excessive absenteeism influence an
entire spectrum, from pupils whose education is
affected,to teachers whose instruction is dis-
rupted, principals who must account for empty
desks, superintendents who must rely on attend-

ance for state aid, attendance officers, home-
chool counselors and law enforcement officials

who must contact the parents and locate absent
students, judges who occasionally rule on truancy
cases, and merchants who complained of daytime
financial losses due to adolescent loitering and
misbehavior. (Porwal1:1)

Student absenteeism has been consistently identified by educators

as a major concern. In a 1978 study conducted by the National Associa-

tiork-of Secondary School Principals, eighty-six percent of those admin-

istrators responding indicated that student absenteeism was a, major

problem in their schools. (Brimm, Forgety, and Sadler:66)
.t.e"

A certain level of absence is, of course, normal and expected.

"Absences are a fact of school life in the same way that adult absences

area part of the workplace." (De Leonibus:Z) However, student absen-

teeism has beerillgrowing at a rate that can be described as alarming,

while "adult truancy is not a growing problem...." (De Leonibus:2)
C

According tollealth officials,.a normal rate of absence for adults Oom

their place of employment was estimated as roughly nine days per year.

"For'students, this would equal about seven absent days when prorated

for the nine-month school year." (De Leonibus:2) Seven days of absence

during a 118-0-day school year.-represented an approximate-absence rate

of 3.8%, or roughly a 96% attendance rate. Most schools fell well short

of achieving this level. As far as the individual student was concerned,



the exact definition of what constituted excessive absence was an' impor-

tant point. "An annual absentee rate of more than 10 days, therefore,
0

twuld be excessive except for students with severe health problems or

unusual family circumstances." (De Leonibus:2) Porwall stated that

in many areas abientee rates averaged 10 to 15 percent. (Porwall:3)

Obviously, the major concern was over the wide disparity between reason-

ably acceptable attendance rates and the reality of the daily attendance

figures. While no educator expected perfect attendance'in light of the.

figures presented, it was clear that'a problem existed. A 1928 study

indicated that 63% of school absences were caused by illness, while only

two and one half percent were attributed to truancy. However, De Leonibus

stated that at present "absences are likely to be for personal 'conven-

ience or recreation and'not for illness." (De Leonibus:2)

The approaches taken by educators in an attempt to combat student

absenteeism have yielded mixed results. The most successful of these

programs have taken into account the characteristics of the specific

attendance problems in the district adopting the plan. The solutions

represented a variety of educational .philosophies and local situations.

There was melefinitive solution that could be seen as a remedy in all

cases. Instead, the remedies reflected the diverse nature of the educa-

tional system.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Sfudent cbsenteeism continues to be a major problem. There are

many factors which cause students to%be absent from school. Some of

these are legitimate. However, the amount of truancy and excessive

z
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absence from school continues to be a concern. Absenteeism adversely

affects many aspects of a school's program as well as the individual

jjr academic achievement of the students involved. The schools are chal-

lenged to create workable solutions to the problem based upon the needs

of the student as well as the goals of the school itself.

IWPOSE CF THE STUDY

This study had two major purposes. The first purpose was to survey

the major causes and effects of student absenteeism. The second major

purpose was to explore, in a highly detailed fashion, the many programs'

implemented by educators in an effort to combat absenteeism in their

schools.

ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

This study was divided into three major parts. The first part
fi

dealt with the major causes of student absenteeism. This section was

divided into two major areas, student-level explanations for absenteeism

and school and society-level explanations.

The second major section of this study involved the ways in which

.absenteeism negatively affected the two major components of the problem.

The first part of this section dealt with the effects of absenteeism

on the school. The second part of this section concerned itself with

the effects upon the academic achievement of the student.

The third major part of the study included possible solutions to

the problem For the purposes of this study, the solutions were divided

\into six c t gories. The first category included plans which were pri-

4 .
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manly punitive and restrictik in nature. The second category included

plans which used parental involvement as a primary ingredient. The

d
next category involved plans which were designated as student-centered

as a result of their emphasis on placing the burden for change on the

student. The next major category involved plans which were based upon

counseling approaches and strategies. The fifth category included plans

which stressed the involvement of community agencies in the sution of

the problem. The last category in this section of the study involved

approaches to absenteeism which were seen a non-traditional or alter-
OP

native approaches not normally included as part of the traditiOnal school

setting.

0

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

Brimm, Forgety, and Sadler reported in 1978 that "To date, there

, have been relatively few research investigations dealing with the causes

and effects of student absenteeism." (Brimm, Forgety, and Sadler:65)
0

This fact is reflected in the final form of this study. The programs

which were presented in the section dealing with possible solutions

were'cdtegorizej according to the major elements of the program. Many

of the programs used a combination of approaches to achieve the- desired

results. Finally, the programs /presented in the study were seen, as'

practical sotutfons which may or may not have succeeded in other school

situations. They did serve, however, as the major point of emphasis for

this'study.
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DEFINITION OF TERMS

.
'Absenteeism -- "continual interruption of attendance." (Gove:6)

822 of Compulsory School Attendance -- "That period of a pupil's Hfe
during whic71-767pupil must be enrolled and remain in an instructJ
ional program approved by a state department of education."

(Good:20)

Attendance -- "the act of being present, particularly at school." (Good:

Attendance Officer -- "a school officer charged-with the duty9of study-
ing caste es of nonattendance, determining reasons for nonattendance,
and getting pupils back to school."(Good:47)

o

Eya-22122uy Attendanc "a statistic compiled by the formula: the

9 sum of the ays attended by each student enrolled divided by the
number of days school is in session: this statistic is usually
figured for. the period of one year." (Good:48)

Compulsory School Attendance -- "the requirement established by the
state legislature that all children, wit's certain specified
exceptions, must attend school; the lower age limits vary from
6 to 8 years, the upper abe limits from 16 to 18 yein the
various states." (Good:48)

Excused Absence -- "absence from school for any reason recognized as
legitimate by the' school, for example, attendance at reigious
ceremonies, illneSs of the pupil or a member of the pupil's
family, or death in the home." (Good:3)

Habitual Truant -- "a child given to constant and continual absence from
without the knowledge or consent of his parents, the number of

. such truancies som9times being specified as a means of determining
legally when to consider a childa habitual truant, but with
considerable variation from system to system." (Good:625)

Legal Absence -- "ab§ehdd from school for reasons in accordance with
7-ggrintions established by law." (Good:3)

School Phobia -- "a generalized irrational anxiety expressed in deteri-
oration of self-control when in school or.when forced to attend
school." (Good:420)Y

Tardiness -- "the act or state of being late; in school the term refers
to a pupil's failure to be in a prescribed place, ready to begin

' work, at a prescribed time." (Good:584)

Truancy -- "(1) deliberate absence from school on the part of the pupil

r.
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without the knowledge and consent of the parent (2) absence

of a pupil from school for which no reasonable or acceptable
excuse is given.(This latter concept broadens the definition
considerably and makes it synonymous with unexcused absence.)"

(Good:625)

Truant -- "a youth who is absent from school without the knowledge and
consent of his parents; legally defined, in some states, according,
to the frequency of occurrence of such absence; popularly, a
youth who is absent from school, without a valid excuse." (Good:

625)

Unexcused Absence -- "absence from school for reasons that are not
rec7Firga by the school as legitimate, for example, absence
because of play, truancy, illegal work, etc." (Good:3)

0
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ANNOTATIONS

THE CAUSES OF STUDENT ABSgNTEEISM'

An Overview

airman, Beatrice'F., and Natriello, Gary, "Perspectives on
Absenteeism in High Schools," Journal of Research and
Development in Education, 11:29-37, Summer77777-

The authors categorized the'possible explanations for
absenteeism into three'categories: The first category in-
volved student=level exptanatiops. The most common were the
students' lack of adequate socialization and ignorance. of
approapriate behavior. The second'group.of explanations,
the schbol-level group, was primarily concerned with peer pres-
sure and school organizational patterns and their adverse ef-
fects'. The authors labeled the third group societal-level
explanations: These included changing social mores and cep-
mupity values.

ti

Student - level Explanations for Absenteeism

Eaton, M.J., "A Study of Some Factors Associated with the
Early Identification of Persistent Absenteeism," Educational

, Review 31:233-242, November, 1979.

The purpose of this study was to determine if anxiety
and difficulties in relating to people were factors in exces-
sive absenteeism from school. The study was done in Birming-
ham, England in a total of 21 schools. The students studied
were divided into the 9-11 age grOup and the 12...14 age group.
The factors studied included age; sex, anxiety, parental status,
and ability,.as well as. relationships with parents, teachers,
and peers. Neither parental status nor relationships with
parents showed a signifitant statistical relationship to per-
sistent absenteeism. The most sigriificant factors related to
absenteeism were the relationships with teachers and peers.
The author also concluded that th6se, as well as age and ability,
were interrelated and combined to cause the problem.

7 -ft
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Morris, Gordon T., "The Truant," Today's Education 61:41-42,

January, 1972.

The author of this article discussed some of the major

causes of truancy. One factor tha% was widely accepted as

an important one was home environment. Unhappiness at home

was a major factor in truancy cases. Parental alcoholism and

drug abuse,and simple neglect were factors in this cause.
Another significant cause involved student drug abuse. The

author concluded that-the use of narcotics caused a truancy
problem.. Poverty was not foUnd to be a major factor in the

cause of absenteeism. The major blame, according to the author,

rested on the parents. ( .

Platt, A.W., "Intrinsic Causes for Public School Absences,"
School and Society 57:307-308, March 13, 1943.

_This study tried to determine some of the intrinsic causes

of absences. A variety of questionaires were used ona variety
of populations. Some of the findings pointed to various factors.
A group of 80 sixth end seventh graders were asked to name

real friends. The number of friends was compared to the students'
absences from school, and it was found that the more friends
a student had, the fewer absences he had.

Senna, Joseph, M.S.W., J.D., Rathas, Spencer A., Ph.D., and
Siegel, Larry, M.A., "Deliquent Behavior and Academic ''
Investment Among Suburban Youth," Adolescence 9:481-494,

Winter, 1974.

This study as conducted in an effort to determine if

a relationship-Mcisted between delinquency and academic in-

terest and involvement in high schools. The,study found
that absenteeism correlated moot highly with a hedonism at-
titude, and that absenteeism might be viewed as a hedonistic

activity. The authors also suggested that pot srAcing and
drinking might adversely affect attendance in the case of

hedonistic youngsters.

itg
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Stennett, R.G.; "Absence from School:. Norms by Sex and Grade,"
The Journal of Educational Research 60:351-354, April, 1967.

This study was conducted in an effort to determine how
attendance varied according to sex and grade level. The study

'involved a large sample from a rural county in Minnesota.
The samplet were takenffrom the 1964-65 school year and the
records of the three'previous graduating classes in the -county

schools. The author found boys to be better attenders at all
levels than girls. However, the relative levels -of attendance

of the two groupg paralleled one another. The median figure
for days missed for both groups decreased,rapidly from kinder-
garten to grade four. From there it remained relatively con-

-s6nt'until it again declined in grade seven. The absence
crate'remained relatively constant in grades seven through ten.
The absence rate -dIrammaically increased in grades eleven and

twelve.

Washington, Roosevelt, Jr., "A Survey - Analysis of Problems
. 0 Fated by Inner-City High School Students Who Have Been

Classified as Truants," The 11212 School Journal 56:248-

257, Febrdary, 1973.

- This study was conducted in a public high school in a
large city in the Midwest. The author attempted to identify

---the general categories of factors whiel-caused truancy.
Each student in the study was interviewed in an,attdmpt to
diagnose the major problem area which caused the student's

truancy. The factor which most frequently led to the student's

' truancy was adjustment to school work. The authoi- speculated

that this mirrored the academic weakness of the student respond-
ing. The second most common response involved some personal
psychological problem the student had. ThT-third most common
response involved the student working at a job outside of

schdol. These were the major factors seen by, the author as
contributing to the truant's aversion to schools'

4
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Society and School-level Explanations for Absenteeismi

O

Duke; Daniel Linden, and Meckel, Adrienne Maravich, "Student
Attendance Problems and School Organization," Urban

Educati-O-F-15:325L7357;-October,-1980:-

This study was conducted at a junior high school and a
senior high school in California. The authors found that
absenteeism was a significant problem in the school, but the
organilation,of the school was not designed to help eliminate

the problem. The first factor discussed, division of labor,
pointed out the tendency of the school personnel to pass the
responsibility for attendance policy enforcement back and
forth among themselves, rather than taking direct responsibil-

ity for it. Another organizational, concern involved the

classification of absenteeism as.a problem. Most teachers

.and administrators resisted this classification because it
inVolved direct enforceMent of a compulsory attendance regu-
lation. Teachers and administrators did not want to nay the
professiohal or psychic price to do so. The system of re-
,v4ards-and sanctions for teachers who did or did not enforct.

attendance policies was not very strong.' The students also
did not have a very strong system of rewards or sanctions
presented to them. The authors also found major deficiencies

in the schools' policy making and training procedures.

Greene, James Sr., "Factors Associated with Absenteeism

Among,Students in Two Metropolitan High Schools," Journal
-of- Experimental:Education-3:389-393,_Summer1.963._____ _

The author began thts-Study to an attempt to discover
what, if any, demographic.differences there were betweep the

: beat and worst attendance "records in two urban high schools.

The author also wanted to determine if there were differences
between the factors seen in advantaged and disadvantaged schools.
The author used 10 factors including I.Q., English grades, age,
socio-economic status, absences from school, and the results

of psychological tests. The author found that the following

factors influenced attendance problems: low parental opinion

of school, a previous history of absences, low marks, over
ageness, inappropriate curricula, inflexible academic standards,

and teachers lacking the approptiate skills needed to deal with

problem students. In both advantaged and disadvantaged schools,

good grades and high I.Q. were associated with good attendance.
. Other factors comparing the two schools yielded inconclusive

results.

6



Levanto, Joseph, "High School Absenteeism," NASSP Bulletin
59:100-104, October, 1975.

The author of this selection conducted a systematic
study of a laPge public high school in Connecticut to deter-
mine the factors related to adsenteeism. The author found
that, among other factors, absenteeism increased each year
from the ninth grade throil411 the twelfth grade. He also
found that students who lived with both parents had a lower
rate of absenteeism than those from single parent homes.
In addition, students in college preparatory programs had
lower rates of absenteeism than those in general programs.
The author also found a significant correlation between atten-
dance and class rank and I.Q. scores. Those with higher
I.Q.'s and higher class ranks had higher rates of attendance.
Black students were absent more than white students, and
Jewish.students had the lowest rate of absenteeism among maj-
or religious groups.

Lietz, Jeremy Jon, "Comparing School Grades with Deportment
and Attendance for the Disadvantaged Elementary Pupil,"

,Education 96:291-296, Spring, 1976.

The purpose of this study was to determine if a relation-
, ship existed between student discipline problems and atten-
dance patterns in classes with teachers categorized as either
high or low graders. The behavioral data was compiled using
the number of deportments, or referrals to the office, given
by the teachers for disruptive behavior. The group of low
graders submitted 263 deportments in 1973 as compared to the
48 given by the group of high grading teachers. The students
were studied over a two-year period as they moved from one
teacher to another. Those students who had a significant
number-of disciplinary referrals and two consecutive years
with a low grading teacher showed a gain in attendance rates.
Those who experienced two years of high-grading teachers
shoed a drop in attendance. The study suggested that low
grading teachers were more successful in improving student
attendance levels.

ti 1 41
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Moos, Rudolf H., and Moos, Bernice S., "Classroom Social
Climate and Student Absences and Grades," Journalof
Educational Psychology 70:263-269, April,

This study sought to find if a relationship existed be-
tween the social climate in classrooms and absen-

teeism. The study found a signifivtlt correlation. In class-

rooms-which-were-high -in-conipetitio14 and_xeacher_contact,_but
low in teacher support, the rate of student absenteeism was
higher than other classrooms. In addition, students in those
classes with high absenteeism rates stated that they watched
the clock often and did not enjoy the class. They also felt
that it was easy to get into trouble in the class and that
passing'the class was difficult. The study'indicated that
teachers.who established control early and then helped the
students understand the explicit and implicit rules of the class,
had lower absenteeiim rates in their classes. The authors con-
cluded that excessive competition in a classroom apparently
increased the co4nitive growth of some students while increas-
ing the absenteeism rate of others.

-
Wright, John S., "Factors in School Attendance," Phi Delta

Kappan 58:358-359, December, 1976.

This study was designed to explore the relationship be-
tween attendance and other school factors. The findings were

summarized in this article. The author found that there was
a relationship between population density and attendance.
The more dense the, population, the higher therate of absence.
The author also found that as school size increased, so did the
absence rate. In addition, the author concluded that schools
with a high percentage of state-mandated requirements had sig-
nificantly higher rates of absence than those which used the
phase elective programs. Schools with lower teacher-to-student
ratios had lower absence rates. The author concluded the ar-

ticle by stating that these, factors deserved further study to
determine their definite impact on School alisenteeism.

1
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Wright, John S., "Student Attendance: What Relates Where?"

NASSP Bulletin 62:115-117, February, 1978.

The article summarized the findings of a study conducted
by the author in an effort to determine the relationships be-
tween attendance and curriculum, school organization, and staff
characteristics. The study had as its subjects every second-
ary school in the state of Virginia. As a result of the data
collected, the schools were claiiffied as urban or suburban
schools. The author found a strong statistical correlation
between attendance and age of the staff in urban schools. Ur-

ban schools with younger staffs had better attendance. In

addition, urban schools with work programs which offered credit
without classroom requirements had higher attendance averages.
Urban schools with lower pupil to teacher ratios tended to
have better attendante. In suburban schools, work programs
and a higher percentage of health and physical education classes
were factors which related to better attendance. Largerpub-
urban schoo s had poorer attendance than smaller ones. Sub-
urban schools with open campuses had better attendance than
those with clo ed campuses.

13
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THE EFFECTS OF STUDENT ABSENTEEISM

The Effects Upon the School

Brimm, Jack L., Forgety, John, and Sadler, Kenneth, "Student

Absenteeism: A Survey Report," NASSP Bulletin 62:65-69,

February, 1978.

This selection dealt with the results of a survey of
secondary school administrators. According to the authors,
each day more than two million students are absent from Ameri-
can schools. Eighty-six percent of those responding to the
study indicated that absenteeism was a major concern. In

addition, most of those responding felt that an inordinate
amount of time and effort was spent dealing with attendance
problems.

DeLeonibus, Nancy, Absenteeism: The Perpetual Problem. The

Practioner, vol. 5, no. 1, Educational Resources Infor-
FM177-aTiter, ED 162 424, National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, Reston, Va., October; 1978, 13 pp.

This selection dealt with the depth of the attendance
problems and some of the disruptive effects it had on the
school. Between 1957 and 1976 adult job absenteeism remained
relatively_ stable. 'During the same period, student absentee-
ism increased in termsof percentage of days missed. In the

past, most absences from school were to illness.

In928, 63% of all absences were caused by illness. However,

the author reported an increase of student abSence due to
other factors. The author stated that the major increase had

been in casual truancy. The author also reported that the
normal rate of absence for A student per school year should
be about 4%, or seven days,:according to health officials.
This figure'applied to normal, healthy school -age child
and would reflect a school attendance average of well over

90%.

11



Neill, Shirley Boes, editor, Keeping Students in School:
Problems and Soli ,ions. AASA Critical Issues Report,
Educational .Resources Information Center, ED 177 70 , .

American Association of School Administrators, Arling-
ton, Va., Education News Service, Sacramento, Calif.,

1979, 74 PP.

This.study dealt with the findings of a survey taken of
1,414 members of AASA. Ninety-five percent of those respond-
ing cited one or more attendance problems as major difficul-

t
ties in their districts. Ln addition, although health officials
maintained that a 4 to 5% absence rate per day should be nor-
mal, 47% of those surveyed, reported a rate between 6 and 10%
in their districts. The author also listed some negative
results of poor attendance as seen through the survey respon-
ses. Those included permanent intellectual damage to the stud-
ent, the overall lowering of academic standards, frustrations
and_morale problems experienced by teachers, poor community
relations, increased paperwork burden, and reduced state aid.

The Effects-on Academic-Achievement

Finch, F.H., and Nemzek, C.L., "Attendance and Achievement
in High School," School and Society 41:207-208, February 9,
1935. .

This study was undertaken in an effort to discover what
relationship, if any, existed between attendance and achieve-
ment. The study was conducted in Minniapolis, Minnesota at
West High School on the 1934 graduating Class. The total of
days present was used as well as class grades and I.Q.-scores.
The.authors concluded that, for both boys and girls, the amount
of attendance was related to school marks.

11..1SIM.Y.
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Kersting, Joe, "Absences and Averages," School and Community
53:17, February, 1967.

The author of this study set out to determine if a rela-
tionship existed in his junior high school between attendance
and grades. In each of two semesters, the attendance records
of 100 students who had the best grade point average were com-
pared to that of 100 students who had the poorest grade point
average. In all cases in all three grades, the students with
the high grade averages had better attendance averages than
the students with the low grade point averages. For example,
in the ninth grade during thefirst semester studied, the top
100 averaged 1.87 days absent and a grade point of 3.365 on
a four-point system. The group with the lowest 100 students
had a grade point of 1.171 during the same period while they
averaged 5 absences. In addition to those figures, the author
reported that of the 36 students involved in truancies during
the time period, only one could be called a successful student.

Odell, C.W., "The Effect of Attendance Upon School Achievement,"
Journal- of Educational Research 8:422-432, December, 1923.

This study concerned the relationship that existed among
standardized test scores, average school marks., and attendance
figures in first through eighth grade students. The author
found that athievement age, as measured on standardized tests,
did have a definite, although slight, connection with atten-
dance. A more definite connection was shown between attendance
and average school marks. The author also attempted to deter-
mine whether pupils who attended school regularly one semester
were likely to do so the next semester. The author found
only a slight positive relationship between attendance during
one semester and attendance in the succeeding semester.

1fJ
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Rozelle, Richard M., "The Relationship Between Afisenteeism

and Grades," Educational and Psychological Measurement

28:1151-1158, Winter, l907- 6

This study sought to determine'the relationship, if any,

between attendance and grades.. The point of the study was to

determine if poor attendance caused poor grades of if poor

grades caused poor attendance. The author used the three-year

attendance'retords of students in-Evanston Township High School, °

Evanston, Illinois. The attendance figures were compiled as

well as the grade figures earned by the students. In addition,

the course combinations of the school were classified as far

as Content was concerned. The author found a causal relation-

ship that suggested a positive relationship between prior

absences and the subsequent grades earned.' In short, although

the study results were not absolutely conclusive, the data

suggested that poor attendance caused poor grades.

's;
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SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM. OF STUDENT ABSENTEEISM

Punitive and Restrictive Plans

Bartlett, Larry, and others, Absences. A Model Policy and
Rules, Educational Resources ru-162 433,

Iowa State Department of Public Instruction, Des Moines,
September, 1978, 1,7 pp.

This study detailed an adminstrative model designed to
improve, the attendance rate of.a given school district. The

philosophy behind the model was that a student must attend
school regularly to receive maximum benefit from the schoo's
educational programs.- It included a detailed policy on ab-
sences and tardiness and gave acceptable excuses for them.
The policy also strictly outlined procedures for making up
work missed and policies for penalties to be given in the
event of unexcused absences. The policy even-went so far
as to outline the responsibilities and rights of the truancy
officer.

Brokowski, William W., and Dempsey, Richar:d A., "Attendance
Policies and Student Performance," The Clearing House
53:129-130, November, 1979.

The subject of this study was the effects of a restric-
tive and punitive attendance policy on the students of the
New Milford, Connecticut High School. The study spanned a
two year period. During the first year, there was no such
policy. The policy was initiated during the second year,
and attendance and academic figures were compared. In the
second year, the juniors and seniors with low I.Q. scores
showed an average improvement in attendance of 3%, the larl-
est increase of any group in the study. The nimber of courses
fa ed in this same group also declined. Academic grades
for e younger students did not significantly increase on
decreas The authors concluded that the implementation of
a restrictive and punitive attendance program may result in
improved academic performar':e and attendpf-ze in some students.



Davis, Dick, "One Solution to the Inner-City Attendance Problem,"
Phi Delta Kappan 56:560, April, 1975.

This article reported the effects of a two pronged attack

on absenteeism at a high school in Omaha, Nebraska. The first

area of change involved the reorganization of the school's

attendance policy and procedures. This was done in an effort

to make the policy more systematic'and efficient. The second

part of the attack involved the classification of students
into groups based on their attendance patterns. Parental con-

ferences were held with parents to discover the causes of ab-
scence or tardiness. In addition, rewards were given to those
students who attended class regularly. Also, an effort was
made to help the students understand the school's new policies.
The program reduced tardiness by 50% and Asences by 25X. In

addition, the author reported that discipline problems had
also declined in the school.-

Hakanen, Lauri J., "Combating Student Truancy: A Working Plan,"

Illinois Schools Journal 2:25 -28, Winter, 1980.

This selection involved a study of an attendance program
at Harlem High School in Rockford, Illinois. The new policy fea-

t tured a highly structured, six-step program. On the occasion of

a student's first truancy, the parents were contacted and the

student received a zero for,all classes missed. The measures
taken for each successive truancy grew more punitive and involved

an increased level of parental contact. Suspensions, both in-

school and out of school, were.also.qsed with lenghts varying ac-
cording to the number of offenses. The final step involved the
expulsion of the student for the remainder of the semester. The

program had a positive effect on the truancy rate. The pei.cent

of truant students decreased from 11.2%-in August and September
to 1.8% in January. The plan emphasized-itueent due process and

active. parental involvement.

19
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Hazell, Sdmuel H., Compulsory Attendance and Illegal Absenteeism:

An Irresoluable Problem? Let's Seel Educational ResoOrces
Enf3;707177M7G776122 352, n. pub., 1976, 22 pp.

This study was a detailed analysis of the New Jersey compulsory
education statutes. It also analyzed many of the key court decisions

which affected the may in which the laws had been applied. The

author offered many suggested mvisions for the state laws includ-
ing the clarification of the students' responsibilities above age
16, a re-defining of the county attendance officers' powers and du-
ties, and the establishment, of a state-wide committee to study pos-

sible changes in state laws. On a local level, the author suggested
such measures as informing parents of the district's attendance
policies, adopting an attendance policy consistent with state policy,
and hiring an adequate number of attendance officers.

Jett, Daniel L., and Platt, Melva Lee, "Pupil Attendance: The'

Bottom Line," NASSP Bulletin 63:32-38, February, 1979.

The authors of This article offered a systematic, school-wide
approach to attendance problems. It began with teachers teaching

the /irtus of regular attendance to the students. The program

also included an entirely new system for recording and categoriz-
ing student absences. In addition, the school established the
position of attendance clerk and established lines of communicaticek
between the clerk, faculty, and administrators. The authors re-

ported that the program was successful in improving attendance.
patterns as well as changing students attitudes about school and
themselves.

9
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Phillips, John A., Jr., The Attendance 'Nightmare, Educational
.Resources Information Center, ED 150 748, Paper presented
at the Annual Meeting of the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, Anaheim, California, February 11,
1978, 7 pp.

This study described an attendance plan implemented in the
public school system in Savannah, Georgia. The plan included many
measures designed to solve a myriad of attendance problems. To
reduce tardifiess, after a ten minute grace period in homeroom, a

student would only be admitted to school when accompanied by a
parent. Any student who accumulated ten absences in a quarter,
received no academic credit. Special field trips were awarded to
homerooms with the best average daily attendance. Special activi-
ties were,planned for Mondays and Fridays, the two highest absen-
tee days. All truancy cases werereferred for legal action. Students
16 years and older were threatened with expulsion unless they es-
tablished regular attendance patterns. Alternative programs were
developed to help students raise their self-esteem. The pupil/
teacher ratio was reduced. The author reported that the average
daily attendanc.t. increased 4% to 86% over the previous year. The
following year the average daily attendance was approximately 89
to 90%.

Parental Involvement Plans

Bauer, Raymond R., and others, The Development of an Early Inter-
vention System for the Reduction of Unexcused Absences in
Elementary and Secondary Schools, Educational Resources In-
formation Center, ED 133 t5577;xi I Practicum submitted in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Ed.D., Nova University, March, 1976, 81 pp.

This 'study was designed to develop an early warning system
to recognize truancy patterns. The authors also wanted to develop
an intervention system to interfere with those patterns. The plan
was divided into two phases. The first phase involved parent no-
tification and involvement. The second phase consisted.of pupil
counseling and curriculum modification. .Each phase involved a
number of steps which were taken sequentially. Those steps ranged
from a phone call to a home visitation. The results of the plan
were.favorable. The first step phone call alone was successful
in returning 254 out of 432 students back to school. The program
was also effective in making administrators and attendance .officers
more aware of attendance. This faqor led to the early identifi-
cation of truants and chronic absentees.
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Bittle, Ronald G., "Recorded Telephone Messages: A Technique
for Reducing Absenteeism," Educational Technology 17:49-51,
April, 1977.

This program was based upon the belief that phone contact
between school administration and the parent can reduce absentee-
ism. Tne idea was tested in an Illinois high school. The school
designated 37 of its students. Each was given a coded number that
identified them. The parents were adVised of the number and Veld
they could call each morning for a report of their child's atten-
dance. The school secretary recorded a phone message listing the
code numbers of those absent each day on an automatic answering
machine. All the parents had to do to check their/ child's atten-
dancewas to call. The program proved to be a success, according
to the author. The major reason for this success was seen to be
the involvement of the parents on an everyday basis.

Copeland, Rodney g., and others, "Effects of a School Principal
Praising Parents for StUdent Attendance," Educational Tech-
Doha 1.2:5649, July, 1972.

This study involved a group of elementary school students
who were enrolled in a remedial summer school program. Attendance
in the program was,=not compulsory. The subjects were divided .into
two groups. The first 'group's parents 'received calls asking that
they send their children to school. In addition, after each child
in this group attended two or three sessions, the principal called
the parents and praivd them for sending their children. The other
group received the initial call asking that their children attend,
but no follow up call after their children had attended. The
mean attendance percentage of those in the first,group was 82.7%
during the call with' praise stage. The mean percentage of the other
group was 31.2%. The authors concluded the technique involving
the principal's call praising the parents was the key to the statis-
tical difference.

25
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Fiordaliso, Richard, and others, "Effects of Feedback in the Junior
High School," The Journal of Educational Research 70:188-192;
March, 1977.

This study was based upon the assumption that there was aposi-
tive relationship between,school attendance and delinquency. The
attendance project was carried out during the 1974-75 school year
in a rural area in the.East. There were three groups of eighth
graders chbsen for the study. One group was enrolled in the aca-.
demic phase of the program, and another was enrolled in a social
skills program. Thethird group served as a control. The program
included a strict attendance policy as'well as phone calls and
letters to parents when the children were'ibsent. Another aspect
of the plan was the use of positive lc;.terd and calls to parents
when their children attended regularly. Aftereach group's base
attendance rate.was determined the effects of the two prograMs
were computed. Both the academic group and the social ski1J group
showed a majol increase in .attendance, rates.

Hoback, John R., "The Problem of Attendance," NASSP Bulletin 60:
20-29, February, 1976. ,

The author of this selection proposed a new approach to atten- d

dance problems based upon the realization that society had changed
and education shbuld adjust to the changes. The approach was based
upon the initial, assumption that the student must take responsibility
for his attendance. In addition, .truancy was seen as a symptom of
a larger problem. The basis of the new prograni.involved the role
of the classroom teacher. Each teacher was required to give a com-
plete course description and policy statement on Attendance to the
students. It then becathe the student's and parent's responsibility
to inform the school when attendance was impossible. The parents
chose how the school would contact them in case of absence. The
first option gave the parents the right not to be informed about
their child's attendance. The second option involved the school -
notifying the pardtts'only when attendance became a problem. The
third option caused the parents to be notified after every absence
or tardiness. The program put the responsibility for attendance
squarely on the shoulders of the parent or guardian.

O



Suprina, Richard. N., "Cutting Down on Student Cutting," NASSP
.Bulletin 63:27;11, February,. 1979.

O 0

The plan presented by the authortwas designed to reduce il-
legal student absenteeism: The plan had three steps. The first
step was taken upon the occasion of an illegal absence. When
this happened, the parents were notified by mail. If a second
incident occurred, the teacher and parent were scheduled for a
conference. The third step involved continuious legal absence.
If thft occurred, the student was withdrawn from the class. The

plan -also inctudedpuniti-ve measures taken as a result of with -
drawl from the class. The author reported that the parental in-
volvement of the plan was the key to its success. In addition,
the_Achopl experienced a two-thirds reduction in student class
cutting.

Student-centered Programs'

24

Childs, Mary Lee, "Making Students Accountable for Absences,"
,NASSP Bulletin 63:119-120, April, 1979.

The attendance policy at Central High School in Thomasville,
Georgia called for student failure in the event of five unexcused
absences. If a student exceeded five absences, he could appeal
the-Class failure to a Committee composed of administrators, coun-
selors, teachers, and students. The student had to sign a form
and give.a reason when he returned,from an/ absence. Parents were,
notified after the third and fifth absence. If the review board
decided in favor of the,stydent, he could receive credit. If it

decided against. the student, theldecision coulTI be appealed. The

author reported thatthe average daily attendance increased 6%
after the plan was implemented.

6.f
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Fernandez, Edward, and Cardenas, Manuel, "Absenteeism: Is There
A Solution?" NASSP Bulletin 60:87-91, NoVember, 1976.--------

The plan detailed in this selection was implemented during
the 1974-75 school year in the Las Cruces, New Mexico high schools.
The plan shifted the responsibility for absenteeism from the admin-
istration to the student and parent. Each student received 10
days "sick leave" each semester. After the 10 absences were used,
the student forfeited the grade and credits for the class. In

addition, three tardies were counted as one absence: The author
then compared the attendance figures for the 1974-75 and the pre-
vious'two years. The mean attendance figure for 1972-73 was 90.76%.
The percentage for 1973-74 was 90..05% as compared to a 1974-75
percentage of 95.62%. In addition, the average number of days
missed per student in 4974-75 was 7.9, down from 16.6 in 1972-73
and 17.9 in 1973-74. The author also reported that tardiness was
decreased system-wide and severe forms of discipline such as sus-
pension were reduced. In addition, the number of failing grades

_,20ecreased.

4

Garcia, Elio J., "Instant Quarter-Credit Concept-An Answer to
Class Cutting?'; NASSP Bulletin 63:39-43, February, 1979.

This system for truancy control was based upon the four aca-
demic quarters of the school year. If a student passed a quarter
he received credit for it immediately. The students were allowed
two unexcused absences each quarter. After that number as reached,
the students received an "F" for the quarter. The major point of
the program involved the isolation of each quarter. It was not
possible for the student to gain full credit fon a year's work in
a class unless a passing grade was earned in each of the four quar-
ters. This was true no matter what the average of the four quarter
grades was. The author reported that the daily absentee rate decreased
by 19%. Tardiness declined 19%, and the number of classes missed
declined by 50%. In addition, there were 25% fewer failing grades
and the number of failing students declined by 18%.



McCulloch, Dewey, "No Excuses Wanted - Or Needed," School Management.

18:28-29, April, 1974.

Ferndale High School in Michigan, implemented a "no excuse"

absenteepolicy. Under the system, a student missing any class

more than 11 times for any reason received no credit for that class.

Three tardies counted as one absence. The plan was designed to

put the responsibility for.attendance in the hands of the student.,

After the third, seventh, and twelfth absence, the parents were

notified of the situation. The program improved the attendance

at Ferndale High 60%. The absentee rate dropped from 15% to 6%.

Other area schools which adopted the program also showed a signi-

ficant decline in absenteeism. This was true despite the overall

increase in absenteeism noted in other Detroit-area schools.

Student attitudes regarding attendance also improved. According

to the author, mqst felt an increased concern for getting to class

an getting there punctually.

Minkler, Roy, "Humanizing Attendance Procedures," The Clearing

House 53:266-267, February, 1980.'

The truancy prevention program stressed the improvement of

the clerical business of attendance reporting and more effective -

team counseling. The objective of the program was simply to im-

prove the average daily attendance percentage. The program began

with 45 hard core truants. In orderto get into the program, the
students h4d-to-accept the responsibility for attending placement

classes. Those classes included special English, math, science,

and reading. The students signed a contract thattommitted them

to the program. Everyday each teacher signed the card and com-
mented on the academic progress and attitude of the student. The

parent and attendance supervisor also signed the card. After three

weeks of successful work, the program was eased for each student
until re-entry into the regular program was possible. The author

concluded that the program-was-successful in- improving attendance.

C
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Programs Based on Counseling Approaches

Brooks, B. David, "contigency Contracts with Truants," Personnel
'and Guidance Journal 52:316-319, January, 1974.

The approach taken by the author was based upon the behavior-

ist view of truancy as a maladaptive behavior. The plan relied

upon the contigency contract with the truant. The author explained
the. approach through the presentation of two case studies. In

both cases, the student was given a very specific list of tasks that
must be completed in order to receive certain prescr6La rewards.
The tasks included regular class attendance, scheduled contacts
with counselors, and rap sessions. The reward included the lift-
ing of restrictions originally placed on the student by the parents.
The student signed the contract and in both cases successfully

'complied with its-provisions. The author determined that the-pro-
gram was attractive because it was economical, it placed the respon-
sibility on'the student, and it actively involved the parent.

Cretekos, Constantine J.G., M.D., "Some Techniques in Rehabilita-
ting the School Phobic Adolescent," Adolescence 12:237-246,
Summer, 1977.

This article dealt with two case studies of school phobiC
adolescents. The approach in both cases was based on individual
counseling and guidance programs. In the first case the author
used an attendance contract which stressed getting the student
back to school quickly, at'least on a part-time basis. The stud-
ent also received individual tutoring within the school by his
regular teachers. The guidance counselor at the school also smoothed
the way for the subject by explaining the case to the subject's
teachers anddirectry supervising the student's progress. The

second case -study involved special classes to help integrate the

student back into the school environment. When the subject left
school, the teacher and other members of the class visited the
student's home. This technique put the subject at ease and he
soon returned to school. In both cases, the indiOdual counsel-
ing solved the problems. The cooperation of the school and teach-
ers was an essential element in the success of the program.

0 30
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Dockery, Margaret Rtes, "The Price of Admission Was 6 Weeks of
Perfect Attendance. Bribery? Maybe. Effective? Yes,"
School and Community 56:18, May, 1970.

This approach was very simple and, according to the author,
very effective. The author planned a sock hop for the students
in grades 4 through 8 in her building. For the younger children,
she planned a party. The only charge for admission was the stud-
ent's perfect attendance for six consecutive weeks befOre the social
events. At the end of the six weeks, 400 children, approximately
one-third of the school population, were eligible to attend the
social functions. The parties were a success, and many of the stud-
ents who were not able to .attend the party told the author that
they were coming to the next party.

Grala, Christopher, and McCauley, Clark, "Counseling Truants Back
to School: Motivation Combined with a Program for Action"
Journal of Counseling Psychology 23:166-169, March, 1976.

This study was conducted by the authors using 32 male students
between 13 and 17 years of age. The subjects attended on the aver-
age only two weeks out of the month. The-students were divided
into four groups. The first group was counseled with threat appeal
and supportive. instruction. The second group also received threat
appeal but no instruction. The third group was given optimistic
appeal with supportive instruction, and the fourth groug was given
optimistic appeal and no supportive instruction. The two groups
receiving supportive instruction increased attendance whether the
counseling was based on threat or optimistic appeal. The authors
concluded that the supportive instruction which included an explicit
program for change was the major reason for the positive results.

Morgan, Ronald R., "An Exploratory Study of Three Procedures to
Encourage School Attendance," Psychology in the Schools 12:
209-215, April, 1975

This study attempted to measure the effects of material re-
wards and peer and teacher, reinforcement on attendance. The child-
ren in the material group were offered toys and candy if they at-
tended school. Another group received the material rewards and
peer social reinforcement. A third group received social reinfprce-
ment by the teacher. There was also a control group which received
np reinforcement. The results of the study indicated that all
three approaches were successful in reducing absenteeism according
to the .author.
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Myers, Robert D., An Intervention Model to Improve School Atten-
dance and Achievement, Educational Resources Information
Center70705757rndividual Practicum Report, Nova Uni-
versity, August, 1979, 152 pp.

I

This plan was designed to improve the attendance in the Fox
Chikl School DistOct in Penhsylvania. This effort was made large-:

ly through a program designed to improve the student's self-image.
The author made the assumption that improved acadeMic performance
would translate itself into improved attendance rates. Each sub-
je-ct-matter area developed-its own. list of behavioral objectives,
as well as a strategy for remedial work. This work was designed
to improve the skills of the underachiever. The approach taken
was described by the author as humanistic. The results Of the
program were positive. Both grades and attendance gains were con-
siderable according to the author.

Nyangoni, Betty, The Media is the Message: Using the Media to
Improve School Attendance, Educational Resources Information
Center, ED 103 7-37-17-1temational Association of Pupil Per-
sonell Workers, St. Louis, Missouri, October 18, 1978, 11 pp.

This report dealt with a media approach to pupils who had
displayed irregular attendance patterns. .The author suggested
that the print and electkonic media could be used to do so. In

addttion, the author gave a seven-step plan for a media campaign
which was designed to accomplish her 'goals. The means used were
then coupled with the message desired. The author went on to say
that while some school districts had used the media effectively
in the past, further use of these powerful channels could lead
to the solution of attendance problems.,

+.7
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0-den, Walter E., A Plan for Improving Student' ttendance at Browns-
ville Junior _Hi h_ School, Educational Resources Information
Center, ED 155867, n. pub., 1978, 21 pp.

This project had as its goal, the improvement of the average
daily attendance at the school to 95% or better. At the onset
of the plan, the average was 86.84%. The approach used by the
project involved community resources and incentives. It is im-
portant to note that this was an all-school project. Members of
the faculty and staff, as well as administrators, helped on the
project. The project involved tangible rewards such as t-shirts,
yo-yo!s, and chicken dinners for pupils who maintained good atten-
dance. The intangible' incentive. school dances and field
trips. The program also included a heavy emphasis on calls to the
parents of chronically absent students, post cards sent to the home,
and referral to community social agencies. The author reported
that the program was successful.

Rodell, Daniel E., "Taking a Ride on a Merry-Go-Round: An Attempt
at Systems Change in a Public School," The High School Journal.
62:257-262, March, 1979.

This selection described an experiment that attempted to elimin:
ate truancy and the characteristics in the nature of the. schonl
which reinforced truancy. The experiment involvid'an extensive pro-
gramof meetings including the children and counselors. The dis-
cussions in,the meetings were followed by concrete actions. In one
instance, the group members expressed an interest in auto mechanics,
and as a result, an engine was purchased for use in industrial arts
classes. The attendance figures and GPA of the groups were compared.
Both GPA and attendance figures improved in the group inv-lved with
the discussion, technique. The author concluded that there was a
relationship between the implementation of the program and the rise
in the attendance percentage as well as the GPA figures.

Ungar, Karen V., Douds, Alex, and Pierce, Richard M., "A Truancy
Prevention Project," Phi Delta Kappan 61:317, December, 1978.

This selection outlined a truancy program that stressed in-
dividual counseling in an attempt to teach the student how to
succeed in school. After an'initial skills assessment, the students
were given prescriptive programs to help them acquire the school
skills which they lacked. This was an attempt to make school a
less frustrating place for the students and thereby increase at-
tendance.
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Plans Utilizing Community'Resources

Farber, Irvin J., Impact of Home and School Visitor Service:
Preliminary Findin s, Educational Resources Information

0 Center, ED 1 3 967, Phildelphia Board of Education, Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, October, 1979, 16 pp.

This study was undertaken by the author in order to gauge
the impact of the home and school visitor service upon the atten-
dance rates in Philadelphia schools. In attempting to do so; sev-
eral findings came to light. The major conclusion,'however was
that the home and school visitor service had no real impact on
attendance rates. When comparing the attendance rate of a random-
ly selected group of students involved in the program before and
after referral, the, author found no improvement in their rate of
attendance. The auttlbr suggested that perhaps the teachers who
referred students to 'the program waited too long before doing so.
He also pointed to the inconsistency of referral practices as a

° possible cause of the lack of. improvement.

Fitzgerald, Thomas F., "First Down and Goal to Go: SARB Attempts
to Score on Student Absenteeism," Thrust for Educational
Leadership 5:11-12, March, 1976. O

This article detailed the creation of School Attendance Re-
view Boards, or SARB. The plan emphasized the coordinated efforts
of the community'agencies and school resources. The, boards included
a parent as well as representatives of the school district, county
probation department, county welfare department, and other appropri=
ate agencies. In a typical case a student with a pattern of absent
teeism was referred to the board only after all of the in- school
remedies had failed. The board then reviewed the case and decided
upon-a course of action. This course of action involved the use
of all community resources'available to the board. It was very
optimistic about the putlopk for the success of the program.
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Gross, Mel, "Community Involvement Helps Relieve Attendance Problems,"
NASSP Bulletin 61:115-117, April, 1977.

The approach for combating truancy was based on the assump-
tion that school children must be taught the importance of rules
and regulations. Many of the children involved in this program
were from homes which placed no'value on education. In addition,
many 'af the teachers at the junior high school involved in the pro-
gram were from an entirely different social, economic, and racial
background. The school established a youth task force which in.;.
chided community agencies as well as religious leaders and school
counselors. The group held monthly meetings to evaluate progress
and decide on future referrals. As the program progressed, teachers
band still more community agencies became involved. The approach
led to the feeling of partnership among all groups concerned. The
author conceded that, while the program did not reach all of the
problem students, it had been successful in some cases.

Plans Based on Non-traditional Approaches

uraslie, Louis, "Five Years of Open Campus," NASSP Bulletin 57:
76-78, January, 1973.

Belle Fourche, South Dakota High School implemented an open
campus program. Under the program students were required to be
in school only when they had regularly scheduled classes. The
students' classes were scheduled into blocks with the upper classes
generally attending in the morning and freshmen and sophomores
in the afternoon. During the unscheduled parts Of their school
days the students were free to use the library, study hall, or
student lounge. The school officials found that attendance had
improved and discipline problems had decreased. The author also
reported that in-school truancy, or skipping, was virtually non-
existent.

t.,
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Hakanen, Lauri J., "The Stride Program: An Answer to Absenteeism,"
Phi Delta Kappan- 59 :3L8 -349, January, 1978.7

This article dealt with a program called Stride (Students and
Teachers Really Interested in Dropout Education). The goals of
the program were to have students attend school voluntarily, to
learn more when at school, and to imprnve their self-images. Ad-
mittance to the program was selective and not open to good students
looking for an'easy road. Students in the program were assigned
to self-contained situations while studying basid skill areas such
as math or English. The self-contained class structure allowed
the teacher to understand the students' problems. The devdlopment
of a complete curriculum was to be planned for the future. The

ty leaders 1 I Iced t

because the students who formerly roamed the streets were now back
in school. In addition,; the author reported that the students
exhibited a new found interest in school and improvements in morale.

'Lieberman, Myron, "The Future of the Custodial School," Phi Delta
Kappan 58:122-125, September, 1976.*

This article was based on the belief that teen-agers should
spend less time in school and graduate earlier. The author offered
'many reasons for this premise including the fact that secondary
students learned as much in school when attendance was reduced.
Other rationale offered included the lowered age of majority, earlier
physical and intellectual maturation, a high level of student ab-
senteeism, youth alienation, and the lack of a sound basis for the
use of the traditional school year and day. The author went on
to say that these factors may not bring about change because of
teacher's unions and other pressure groups lobbying against them.
He went on to state that the major issue was economic. The increase
in the number of youths in the work f,m-cp was the major economic
factor. In addition, higher\education was seen as having to adapt
to the younger age of their students, _
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Piatt, James G., "Compulsory Attendance Can Be Fatal," NASSP Bulletin

58:1-5, February, 1974.

This article was a reaction to the new compulsory attendance

law in California which forced students to attend school until

they reach 18 years of age. School administrators have witnessed

an increase in vandalism, truancy, and other disciplinary problems

since the passage of the law. In addition, because of the surplus

of students forced to remain in school, overcrowding became a

problem. The author also .presented an alternative program, the
continuation school, a fifteen hour per week school designed for

the unwilling student. The author maintained that these schools
had helped many students who previously had completely dropped
out-of-schoollhe author also maintained that the traditional
educational approach did not fulfill the needs of this type of

student and a non-traditional approach should be persued.

McCafferty, James F., and Turner, Daniel S., "Discipline in the
Innovative School," The,Clearing House 44:491-496, April, 1970.

The article among other things, explored the problems involved
with attendance at innovative schools. The article was written

about Abington High School, Abington, Pennsylvania. Because of

the modular scheduling, 25% of the day it was impossible to know
exactly where each student was. 'In addition, students were more
tempted to cut class because each module was only 20 minutes long.
Students also missed classes unintentionally because of confusion
with the modular schedule. Staff members also had a tendency to

hurry, because of the twenty minute modules and, as a result, neg-
lected careful attendance recording.

Sentelle, Sam P., "Helping Hand for the Chronic Truant," Educational
Leadership f7T4-1r:472, March, T980-.

The program Outlined in this selection detailed an attendance
program for chronic truants. At the truancy school, students were
responsible to one teacher all day, yet they took their assignments
from the leachers at their regular school. The students remained

in the program until they established a regular attendance pattern.
This program forced the student to make a real committment to at-

tending school regularly.

3f' _



Sparks, Dennis, "A Personal View of ALPHA," Educational Leadership
32:120-123; November,'1974.

. This selection outlined the features of ALPHA (Alternative
Learning Program for the High School Age). The program was devel--
oped as a result of the Livonia, Michigan school decision to adopt
a restrictive 'attendance policy. ALPHA was developed as an alter-

' native program for students 'dropped from their classes as a result

of the new policy. The students were required to meet the same
standards as those'enrolled in the traditional program. The credit
could be earned through independent study, volunteer work, classes
in the high school', or work experience. The only required atten-
dance was ate two hour workshop, five days a week. The workshop
was mainly concerned with values- clarification and interpersonal

skills. The author concluded that the program was a success and
that many students who might have dropped out of traditional schools
succeeded because of ALPHA.

(
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SUMMARY

The research indicated that there were many student-level expla-

nations for absenteeism. Eaton found that the student's relationshipd

with teacher and peers as well as the student's age and ability combined

to cause absenteeism. Morris found that unhappiness at home contributed'

to student absenteeism. Platt concluded that students with Many friends

tended to have better attendance rates than those with comparatively

fewer friends. Senna, Rathus, and Siegel indicated that absenteeism was

closely associated with a hedonsitic attitude among some students.

Stennett concluded that age and sex determined attendance patterns. Boys

were slightly better attenders at all level than girls. In addition,

-school attendance varied according to age level. Washington found that

academic weakness was a major factor in absenteeism. In addition,

Washington concluded that a student's psychological problems and after-

school work also contributed to absenteeism.

The study also indicated some major factors at the schoolsand society

levels which caused absenteeism. Duke and Meckel found that school

organizational factors such as division of labor and the system of

rewards and sanctions could contribute to absenteeism. Greene found

that low parental opinions of school, inappropriate curricula, inflexible

academic standards; and teachers lacking appropriate training were also

major factors. Levanto found that children from two-parent homes

attended more frequently than those from single-Parent homes. He also

concluded that students from certain ethnic groups tended to be better

attenders than those from other groups. Moos and Moos found that class-

rooms high in competition and teacher contact but low in,teacher support
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had higher absentee rates. They concluded that competition apparently

raised the level of academic achievement of some students while
. _ 0

increasing theme absentee rates of others. Wright found that population,

density, school size, the number of required classes, the student-to-

teacher ratios, and staff age were associated with absenteeism, -

It was found'that student absenteeism had some definite effects

upon the school. Grimm, Forgety, and Sadler found that absenteeism
3

forced administrators to spend an inordinate_ amount of time on attendance

matters at the expense of other aspects of their jobs. Neill found that

,absenteeism caised frustrations and morale problems for the staff,

the lowering of academic standards, poor community relations, and

reduced state aid.

The study also found that absenteeism had an effect on student

academic performances. Finch and Nemzek found that attendance was

related to school grades. Kersting found that students with higher

grade point averages had better. attendance rates. Odell found that

results on standardized achievement tests and class grade were related

to school attendance. Rozelle found that poor attendance caused poor

grades rather than poor grades causing poorattendance.

Many programs were established by individual schools and school

districts in an effort to reduce student absenteeism. Brokowski and

Dempsey found that a punitive and restrictive plan increased attendance

rates in their school by 3%. Davis concluded that a plan based on the

reorganization of school' attendance policies and identification of

probleril students reduced absences by 25%:-Nakanen's highly structured,

six -step plan significantly decreased truancy. Phillips' program, which

40
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a 0
included punitive measures fdr tardiness and the denial of credit after*

.ten absences, increasedthq schocil's_daili,attend0hce rate four to six

percent.

Bauer 'found that%phone'calls to parents and home visitatiOnsiwere

successful methods. for getting children back into school, Bittle con-.

eluded that taped telephone attendance-repors could decrease student

absenteeism. Copeland demonstrated:that complimentary phone calls to

parents whose children had attended school regularly increased attendance.-

Hoback's plan_yielded successful result's by forcing parents to determine

how and when they were to be notified of their child's absence. Suprina
.11k

found that parent-teacher conferences reduced class cutting in the school

by two-thirds. N,

Fernandez and Cardenas reported on a plan which featured a limit

of ten absences. After this number of absences from a class was reached,

the student was denied credit in the class. The plan raised the average

daily attendance alMost 5% in the school. Garcia reported on a plaii

which denied credit after two unexcused absences in a given quarter.

The plan reduced absences by 19%. McCulloch reported on a plan used

in Ferndale, Michigan, _which gave students 10 absences in a given class.

After that number s4as reached, the student was denied credit in the

class. Minkler found that a plan which forced students to sign a,

contract committing themielves to'an alternative program and regular

attendance could reduce absenteeism in some students.

Brooks used contingency contracts as a counseling approach to

reduce absenteeism. Rap sessions and a system of rewards were also

used in the plan. Cretekos used individual counseling techniques to

1
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bring school phobic youngsters back to school. Grata found that instruc-

tioh on how to deal with school tasks was a necessary element in any

. counseling approach: Both Dockery and Morgan reported on programs
1.

which featured material rewards., Podell ;found that a counseling pro-
:

gram involving closevooperation between counselors and students

increased both grade averages and attendance ratet.

Farber reported that a home and school visitor program in Phila.-

delphia proved ineffective in lowering absence rates. Fitzgerald, however,

maintained that a program using many county agencies and school resources

could be effective. qross reported on a plan which used`a youth task

force composed of community, school, and religious leaders. The author

found that the program yielded positive results,in some cases.

Among the non-traditional programs surveyed, Oakanen described a

plan which assigned students with attendance problems to.self-contained

classes. The classes were designed to help the students acquire

necessary school skills. Piatt presented a plan which included a

continuation school." The school met onfy 15 hours per week. Sentelle

detailed a program which took the student out of the egular school.

The students then attended a truancy school which required themAo be

responsible to one teacher for the entire day. Sparks described an

alternative plan which included independent study; work study, and

volkinteer work. The only required attendance Consisted of a two-hour

workshop every day.

,
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CONCLUSIONS

It was concluded that there were many student-level explanations

for student absenteeisM. Among the most prominent were peer relation-

ships, poor parental and teacher relationships, ability, age, home

environment, psychological problems, and after-school work. In addition,

it was also concluded that some factors in the school and society had

a positive relationship to student absenteeism. School organization,

inappropriate curricula, inflexible academic standards, and poorly

trained teachers were found to be contributing factors. It was also

concluded that population density, student-to-teacherratios, school

size, and staff age influenced student-attendance.

The effects.of student absenteeism were found in the school and

the academic achievement of the student. Among the negative effects on

the school were frustrations and morale problems among the staff members,

lowered academic standards, poor community relations, reduced state aid,

and an inordinate amount of time spent on attendance matters. It was

also concluded that poor attendance had a negative effect upon both

school grades and acaddMic achievement.

It was concluded that the many different types of programs used to

combat absenteeism met with varying degrees of success. The punitive

and restrictive plans used administrative and disciplinary techniques

to achieve theirgoal. The parental involvement plans used parents as

agents for change. Student-centered plans attempted to force students

to accept responsibility for their own actions. The counseling plans

were seen as an attempt to change-the very nature of the behavioral

patterns which cause student absenteeism., It was also concluded that
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plans using community resources could be effective in reducing absen-

teeism. In addition, alternative or non-traditional plans were seen

as effective for students who had trouble coping with traditional school

programs. It was also concluded that many of the plans used several

different types of approaches to achieve a reduction in student absen-

os

teeism.

C
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RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that:

1.) Schools seeking to alleviate their attendance problems study the

particular circumstances present in the school before adopting a

42

plan. The successful programs presented in this study were success-

ful because they fit the needs of the schools which adopted them.

2.) The school enlist the help of parents and community agencies in "

the effort to reduce student absenteeism. It is clear that the

schools can not solve the problem alone.

3.) Teachers and other members of the school staff become more involved

in the programs for reducing absenteeism. Although absenteeism

can be viewed as an adminiitrative problem, many of the causes of

absenteeism begin in the individual classroom.

L.) Alternative programs be developed for stildetits who have trouble

adjusting to the traditional structure of most schools. Educators

must begin to realize that traditional schools do not meet the

needs of all students.
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