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is a minimum, it has been found that many ride who would other-
wise remain at home. It is difficult to obtain more than a very
rough approximation, therefore, of future traffic from steam rail-
road statistics. That preference is given to the electric roacl and
that traffic is often greatly reduced on existing steam lines with
the advent of the electric interurban line is clearly shown by the
figures in the following table.
table 111.—traffic on lake shoke and michigan- southern between
cleveland and oberlini


Westbound 
Eastbound 
Total 
Average per
month 
1895...  	 
104,426 
98,588 
203,014 
16,918 
1902 
46,328 
45,433 
91,761 
7,647 





Gross Income.—After having studied all statistics and local
conditions which may possibly have a bearing upon the future
traffic of a proposed road and having approximated from such
study, combined with the riding habit of the people, the total
traffic that may be expected with its hourly, daily, and season
wide fluctuations, it will be necessary to determine the gross in-
come possible from such a road. This may be done either by
applying the average fare paid per passenger to the above traffic
figures, which total may be augmented in some cases by express,
freight, and mail receipts; or a comparison may bo made with
other similar roads operating successfully in the same locality and
under similar conditions. Such a comparison based upon units
of gross Income per capita of terminal or tributary population or
per mile of track gives very satisfactory results, as will be seen.
from the following example.
Electric railways from the beginning have handled more or
less freight, mail and express, but only within the laat few years
have the managements of electric railways begun to look on such
traffic as an important source of revenue. Very few electric
railways can afford the equipment necessary to carry on inter-
change traffic with steam roads. By reason of the quick service
they offer, electric railways have found favor with shipper** of
package freight destined for local points. They often cooperate
with steam roads, serving as gatherers and distributors of carload
1 See "American Electric Railway Practice/' by Herrick and Boynton,
p. 4.

