
He stated anangoa^nts ver* atde at ttda aaatlng to finaaca tfea ^rofiraa at-

lafUtraUon intoJ^^aUjwnod studio
later r«8ttltoff " ^ "

chosen lay tfca
_

Confidential ' " ^ ~

action pic tor* Industry
organizational set-up. The principal tetivt labor organ! se.tlon mi tha
International ALT Inno* of theatrical Stags Siploye~a. (IAT^I)

.

International Alliance of theatrical Stsge Efrployei-s

Confidential Informant (^^rcport^d that i-his *cs fji avtonoaous
group or local labor unions ideatinea Trita ta» Aaarleaa Federation of fitter*

'

Tue International Alliance or Theatrical Stage'Eaployaas* jurisdiction r^a
recognised as the only union orgcnisatlon In Hollyw>od for a number ycars.
Krwcver, on tro occasions, In 1921 and in 1333, strikes T-ere called by tale
organization rhich rrere coapletely unsuccessful. In each caac the atrike raa
the result of c jurisdictional dispute oad ra^jroken by oesbera of rutsida
unions entering the flelu £S stri^br^ckers. |^^fc-»l* ted th«t there un-
successful strides brought cbout n vary chco!?ccrn£i tion In th. Lcbor field
3n 1935 'I-ich ccuncd amy cf the -.or-erc to lose conTi-Jrrvce in. the rlcm
Federation of Leber (/.PL), .'s r result, the Co.Trjnist ?rrty !.rd littl« diffi-
culty -in' noving into the unorgc.nized field rlth tie Taction Picture rorirers In-
dustrial Union.

In l?37 t after thf? International Alliance of Th-ctrical "tr.ge

Fpiployecs had reestablished themselves following &ie disastrous strike In
1933, one loctl union en«rged covering <"hat is laiorra ns the "teckyaM crcfts*
rhich crafts ore normally identified H th str^ge en*! thectricil rorkers each
as el'Ctrici&nn ~nd gripe. Tldle thlr controversy in 'the trr.Se union ova—
aent "us continuing in Uie motion picture Jtuvios, - ncv &tt ch —lc atticnptcd
on the estabilised unions by ux orgcuiizntion coov.n rz y*e united Cbudlo
Techniei: ns Guild, ttilf Guild wes headed by Jeff Xibrc mo -aa cttenptln^
to set op cn <1rvrall indjiekrifcl union*

"**
'"

?ffilnCj^Hfcjl

Before the e^ttbliahncrit cf the Oaodtai! Studio TecJmielana ^ili'^,

:

nuaerous sa&ller grptrt* such as the Federation of IcUgn Picture CrsMi ant
r.n orgrnl** tie* *iA%e?w T3om as the CbVtC (Cosnftma/ 3otiql tlft4m<

[rcfte| a* «ell 04 rn tmv^Ooyed e«dNos»oe all ffj Tlf^jT.»4W < ifitlm
rer» ubvioucly CosrunJst front srwoe^tocd to ccSinU la an effbr>

to fler,a*aY the wiraa 'tiich ?rtra clroady rrenniae* rider »• "Ol. ' AiW>rdl«e» •

the.strucfij-e for ^oalnation within the labor jwraoont la^tiis aotlcft
piCBlrl 3tudloa HA not develop Into a aaiar ooaArovarey l9?o ^en tha
principal factor In estc.blishlng the laportrnce cf th« Onited Studio Technicians
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Guild fight a deciiion of the Rational Labor Motions Bear-J ?rtiich

challenged th* vrlldi ty cf a ceo tract ^nlch the Interne tloaal Alliance of
Theatrical Strc« **ployee# had entered into in 193&. fap^gaittg thls^ de-
cision &ert T3is held *» election T-hich nay proanlsitoeflsHf p&gfcSA
by fee Cniter! Start! o Technirf*me Guild. Ifcic ?l«etlcn-rwalWt & tfaa

Intem*tlon&l Alllrao* of Th-c trice1 St-^e TapXoyta* riming ^fr r. rubctzmtial
acjori ty. Rorevcr, Local fi&/t /» cf fee International Allicace of Theatrical
Stage Employeec ?nd Herbert X. Sorrell, -rho had only recently con* Into .

s*°sr
power in thid Union, did not support the ether AJL unions, act!rely caapeisninf
on the side cf the United Studio Techniciana Guild. Sorrell 1 s Ceramist coo*

I nections r ill be Vaken ui separately in this sretion cf the aeaorendua.
Follorin r~ tie def-rtt cf the United Studio Technicians Guild, Kibre disappeared
frora tie ncllyrc.-d .-notion picture sfodio lrbor Icld .md Sis crg--jrfxatlon di«-
solved.

Daring the yecrc of 1937 and 193S, the AFL rnd nffiliated unions
in the lotirn picture industry in Hollyrood rere groetly disturbed over the
CoR-.Tunists 1 efforts to Tree1- or disturb the union rod consequently ot the -

union's 35th Convention i*eld ct Louisville, Kentucky, J*roo June 3 to 6, li£0,
a report 'v.s prcpertd ~d\ich set out numerous exhibits in tti* for™ - f let-t-srs

rritten by fitter Jeff Xihre, afor' ^rationed, T Key Hudson, r nr.tienr.l
functionrry of t:e Con-iunist Pert;* he is rt present nictrict L : r*er cv ' fro
Pcrty in tie Pittsburgh rrea. This report, r. photographic copy c: vhich is
ar'atr.ined in the files o? this Bureau, contains • lens thy report of J?ff
Xibre dated April 23, 1?2S, in Uollyrcod, entitled "Report on tlcllyrood . .

.

F^vi'-'^f 21cji ^.nd^Objectivef for ?s:st Several Months". One portion cf it
refers to e studio anen^ioynient conference representing r group of unions
nag guilds bended -together in a brcr.c anti-Int^mntionrl Allicnce jf Theatrical
Stage Eaployp s aoveaent fts a preliminary to the fonttion of an industricl
union.

DJ\5bit f7. of ttiic reiorb fs Jeff fibre's letter tc rnc Be*, feed .

of 136 rert 13th Ctrc t, ?-<•- York City, dated Februrry 1?~S. feed is
identified in the report by J. r . Bus?ell, Secr*tr.ry cf t£*.e Lot .'n^lcs
Control Labor Council, r r. ?c.£>sr cf the Actors' E'.uftr in Her Yrric aw* air

active organizer for the Corrmnist Party. In this r^st-rd Xlttfa Trrites, _lr
- *T«H, one t!iin- r.bout tie fcTs, they ^cldc-i -Tit* « ce.t cn business."
* Kibre refers to hinsnlf in th? letter -s tie "undercover field reprec^nb tirav,1 — *

-

* for CIO in Hol?.;- rc-rd.* Kibre states "In V>e i antiae I »ish you "ould dlsaxia^ ' ^
the Ttter cf I.A. • (International' AUl?ne-s of laef tries 1 Stnge I&tploycea)
action ritti Jach ftrchrl (nr.U.enel runctionnry of the Covwalst Party) 8n*V--r~£ 'S%-Jmk
th" necessity rf -ay ^ciiir.j in touch ~i th cont-- cts in the vrrle-jc cities. T :

hav«* trl;pn it up r* th P?ul Clinr. (: t U:at ti^c Los /njrles ^o-nqnlat Party ^^tf
functleMry)- but i c fe^lt 3 per^enr-l rpper-1 to you or V. J. (?. J. Jeroite) V«P
rrther'then cocrnunicntin^ through official nh^itnels • c let £et quicker results.*
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Exhibit & of this report if a latter from Foy Hudson, identified - *
abore, to Corrode Laabert at ?u francisec, & copy of thia Lett r feeing seat
to Paul Cliae is Loa^acei"S. Bila latter .ma data* *aae 21, 133** - &fc*» ili ^fec
identified UabarC aa Taltcr Leabert, a oeaW of the fieacuUva Cmltter- oT_
the California Cownunist Tarty. Rcy Hudson, la the letter, at*.tec "On the

basia of the rbcnre, !t't «u to aa there sbeuld be a thorough r-e xaiaatioa
of the -set ods of *tot1c of oar people in Hollywood pnd especially the approach
to the I./i.T.^.L. Final 1 y, I think that re should U*y aiaj keep closer
contact end hare a laore systeaatie change of infcruction bctreea our people
in the I.£.?.".£. in Hollyrood end the people here in Hew Tork. Hereafter,

I Trhen cannunications ere rent ttiey rill be brought directly to the attention cf
our friction ' ere. LiVerise re wruld like to neve the na-ies cf people in
Hollyrood in this orj?ni xn'tien *rlth ^t.p-i our people 1's'c could errrsanend
directly."

Motion Picture Tovkors Industrial Onion

Infoiriant^H^Hrtrted that' this ves an independent group completely
under the control cf^SSmist elements rjid tf!:lng orders Mrectly fro-a local
Co-aiunlst Party larders. In tlie short tlae betrecn frc- crcr.tion cf this
union in January of «nd /pril of 1935, it l»ad obtr*r.-t a lr rgo mrVUr
of e-nberc n nd rrs T-ell cn its -?.y to Vccnin- the Iradin^ union in nollyr»eod.
However, r. rit t';.t ti^jc inctrjctions rc-re .-ant out by the Cental Cojai^tee
cf the Cai:unlst ?nrty t-.at ti ; <? Pnrty ' r-d cb-n-cd i \c linr fro-> tVnt of ad-
vocating tie eruption of seprrr. t« unions under Coiunist control to thr.t cf
cf-filiayng,-; i.tii existing unions rith the hope of taking over the control of
these groips. In Ho'lyrord the Coixaunist activity rs.s directed at affilir ting
••i th the AFL groups'. V..ev<& instructions crU^-d *or t ie liquid* 5 tlon of all
Independent unions end their jesbers rent in to the A7L unions. This

.
policy

-as followed by the Motion Picture TTork r* Industrial Onion -': ich resulted in
the gradual disintegration of this union. It -as officii!*;' ''issclved in
Tebruary cf 1936.

According to^B^^'urin- tfiia .e period tl.e CIC * r.s being
or^rnlaod by John L. LevJuynd several attempts rare riacic by the CIO to
organize in the ciotioa picture Industry. 7*iere T-ere rt thrt ti^te appro d-i-teSy
25 labor unions various types' in the i*tio$ picture industry. Gone c^Jjhcse
r-cre nfllirtcd ->1th th*. JTL and the be.lance rare independent unions, fl^^^fe
stated that in 1737 Herbert S. Sorrell beccae the President of tlie Stul^o^"
rninters Local of the International Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators,

'

rnd ppparhrnserc r* A-nrferj, AFT.. This union r. ntrdy refcivated XPL grea^*-,
correal noon b c* i» the lnndcr of Uie Connmi^t frctSoaa nnong Hollywood labor



circles. After he) developed lh# lexers of Ajb^Ict of JocaIs rfeloh

had strong Co*auni^ f&ctytsm. in tbea« vricUto s*t up eBu.irfflsattei'*

Alliance cJ^sBfJlPPIa^^^ ntnr^d to
herein, stated that the Conference of Studio Onions was foraed
nearly the sue group of unions that had formed the COUPAC (Coram! ttee of
Motion Picture Arts and Crafts), the Unemployed Conference and several
other labor groups rhich had sprung up in Hollywood during the Is to 1930s;
One significant addition, he relcted, rfcich had been nitde to this group
-p.s LccfI of the International Alliance of Tneatrlai$ SteJMgJFhplo^ ;a

rhich is a union composed of studio technicians. He relatod" traSF 'ther^'

Conference cf Studio Unions took up the Coanunist fight t^ere the United
Studio Technicians Guild 'had left off only utilizing a different tcc'tlcal
epproach. The Conference of Studio Onions rts designed to ''ora a redge r
between the membership of the AFL end the International Onions of the AFt and
et the Rnc Mae to establish & solid front of those unions rjfaicn the Co©- ?

aunists htd been able to brinr into their orbit.

Conrir'entinl In.Toroa t^^^Hb ef t rs to ttis group rr n snail coo-
pact organisation composed c_" deSgates or represent', tives of f. bloc of
labor unions in the Koilyrood motion picture industry -hich -*s unoer the
control of the Communist Party operating throu^i its TJesibars 3r. those unions
-"iiiffh *.?ve" ccpfcured key positions.- It l.as further been described: as a
Hollyood studio labor rroup at act p.s the control nnd stearin;* coaml ttse

•-"hich coordin-tes one directs Corraunist union pcbivities, lookin| t^rsrd
the taking ever of -.11 studio rorkers and their unions Tnto tkeJp'xakinlet.
Party orbit* The Conference o r etudio Onions, pceordinj to^^^V 1 s the

.

orynir.r ticn ipon -"hich the Com-.mnist ?".rty re-lias *cr •venraSRoaplc to
donrin? tirn " action picture unions.

Ac the Conference -f Gtudio Onions organize Ucn_ developed,
i'olfttad, K?rbert Con-ell begpn to ener^ as th»-<HRmll

'

cr the Co^nunist fmnction in tiie Holly-cod notion picture studio unions*
fie stcted thr t the Conference cf Studio Unions -.-no cffieiallv cr9anl»ed.4a.

r
1941 ct which tiae its activities rere outlined es. -"ollov?*. to organ! ie all
unorganized groups in U:c studios Into unions hioh tiie CotacwnirfU cot«*£
control ea^^^M*"5 cbc=nce r-T any union to su&t the ^urtScularcraft, place
-rorkerc in Uie Winters Onion -hich V.aded by 3orrel&« |HBr la

:0'



that the Conference of Studio Unions, following its organization in \9hX,
supported the Coamurist Party line completely, carrying on a program of
agitation in ^hich they cried for local autonomy and democratic unionism
generally advocating contempt and disregard far the authority of officers
within the union above the local level*

The unions, as of October, 191*6, which composed the Conference
of Studio Unions Trere as follows. It will be noted that of the eleven
unions listed, ten are associated with the AFLs

Local

Screen Set Designers
Local 11(21, AFL

Screen Publicists Guild
Local U189, AFL

Screen Story Analyst Guild
Local 11*88, AFL

Screen Cartoonists Guild
Local 852, AFL

Moving Picture Painters and
Scenic Artists, Local 6ldi, AFL

Special Officers and Guards
Local 193, AFL

Building Service Qnployees
Local 278, AFL

Studio Carpenters
Local 9u6, AFL

Studio Electrical Workers
Local hO, AFL

Studio Sheet Hetal TJorkers

Local 108, AFL

Studio Machinists
Local Cinema Lodge 1185

Parent Organization

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators
and Paperhangers of America

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators,
and Paperhangers of America

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators,
and Paperhangers of America

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators,
and paperhangers of America

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators
and Paperhangers of America

Building Service Employees
International Union

Building Service Employees
International Union

United Brotherhood of Carpenters
and Joiners of America

International Brotherhood of
Electrical V.'orkera

Studio Metal Ytorkers International
Union

International Association of
Machinists



elated that since the origin of the Conference of Studio^
Unions, severaj. strike3 have developed in the motion picture industry
which basically '^ere the result of jurisdictional disputes between the Com-
munist bloc or Conference of Studio Unions and the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees under the leadership of Richard Walsh, Inter-
national President.

Concerning thesestrikes participated in by the Conference of
Studio Unions, Informantj^^Khas advised that they were not legitimate labor
disputes but rather strikesoy a group of Communist dominated local unions
using the question of jurisdiction as an excuse to create a strike. ^^^V
stated that these disputes have been attempts by the Corrmnist elenen^^o
disrupt the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, and that
the Conmunist issue "ar usually the question around which the dispute re-
volved rather than the issue of rages, hours, or '.vorking conditions-
He related that Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions,
received the support of the Comrunist Party locals in these jurisdictional
disputes.

^m^|j|^Brelated that during the period of the Conference of
Studio lYtions^TTeveTopment, the Comrunist propaganda machine was making
full use of the war 2nd the period of cooperation with Russia in order to
strengthen its position in Hollywood. The Coraunistsduring this period
established several political fronts, according toe^^^^^and made
successful penetrations into several of the active crlWsand guilds
within the motion picture industry. This struggle for po v*r within the
Hollywood studio motion picture unions was climaxed by the 1915 jurisdic-
tional dispute.

Infonoant^Hftrelated that on March 12, 191*5, a jurisdictional
dispute between the ConRrence of Studio Unions and the International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Qnployees precipitated a strike vhlch was
purely political in character and rras an attempt on the part of the Con-
ference of Studio Unions to break the International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Qnployees unions in Hollywood • ^^^Bbontinned that from March 12,
19hS» until July 28, the Communist ParTyTine in the United States was one
of collaboration which had~oeen adopted at the time Kusala was invaded by
Germany in June of I9ul. He stated that in view of this, the Communist Party
did not take an active part in this strike. However, on July 28, 19k$9 the
Communist Political Association reverted to the tenets of the Communis^
Party, USA, and elected William Z. Foster as the new National Chairman

J

related that on this occasion the Party announced that it Trould relinquish
its Browder revisionist policies and return to the basic Marxist-Leninist
principles. Immediately after the change in the Party Line, the Communist



press began to support the strike and the Communist Party in Los Angeles •

began to issue leaflets through its various branches calling on the workers
to man the picket lines in the strike*

As a further verification of the Communist Party's attitude
toward this strike, it should be pointed out that on March 15, 19U5, the
?fest Coast Communist newspaper, the daily "People's ttorld", carried an
editorial captioned "End the Uovie Strike at Once". This editorial pointed
out that strikes in wartline were not under any circumstances permissible
and further went on to discuss at length the fact that there is no excuse
for any kind of a strike when the nation is at war. However, an editorial
appearing in the July 21*, I9h$t issue of the People's «orld captioned
"Support the Strike of the Film Unions" reflected that this motion picture
strike was no longer a jurisdictional dispute as it had originally been
represented to be by the producers but that it has now been revealed to be
a strike of the union versus anti-union forces. The editorial concluded

by stating that every effort should be made by all conscientious workers
to support the strike in every way.

According to Informant^^^^H.t vas obvious that the Communist
Party and its members were whippi^^tne situation tov.-ard the violent stage.
During October of lQh5 numerous individuals vrere injured and violence
reached such a pitch that the public and traffic vjere not permitted in the
vicinity of T.arner Brothers Studio. This strike --as settled on October 29,
19ii5j ^hen an agreement was reached betT.-een high AFL union officials and
Eric Johnston of the Votion Picture Producers Association.

Confidential Informant j^Hgrelated that the real purpose of the
Conference o-f Studio Unions was t^c—fold! first, the union desired to keep
the general labor situation agitated in line with the Communist Party pro-
gram of creating confusion in the United States; and, secondly, to maintain
intact the leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell.

strike was again called on September 26. by the Conference
yjas in charge

^advised
le Inter-

national Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and the Conference of Studio
Unions. They stated that this was merely a continuation of the previous
strike in I9h$ which lasted for some eight months. This strike resulted
in numerous strikers and union leaders being arrested in Los Angeles.

f the
at somee.

strike.
ants were arrestee
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According to the records of the
Octobor 11, 19U6j 26 defendants were arrested at the Technicolor Studios A

charged with violation of Section 23,10 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code
which is parading without a permit. Following the arrests, however, this
Section of the Municipal Code was declared unconstitutional by the Appellate
Division of the Los Angeles Court which resulted In all 26 defendants' being
dismissed.

HJHHHHJHHstated that on October lit, 19U6, 208 defendants
were arresteo^i^JoTjSDTastudios charged with violation of failure to abide
by the Court's injunction which prohibited mass picketing at the studio unions,
Of the original number arrested, 113 defendants pled guilty; hi were dismissed
for lack of evidence; hi *ere found not guilty; 6 defendants are off the
calendar pending other action vrhile 1 defendant jumped bond and there is at
present a bench warrant outstanding for him. The disposition of these cases
involved fines being levied against those convicted ranging from £30 to $200
each.

The records also reflected that on October 26, 1916, 12? defendants
were arrested at Columbia Studios for violation of JAinicipal Code 23.10
(parading without a permit). Of the 125 arrested, 3 defendants were dismissed
for lack of evidence; 11 pled guilty, receiving fines up to #25 or sentences
up to 5 days; 30 were convicted, in most cases fines being imposed of from
$10 to 375, however, some fines were as high as olSOj and in the case of James
Shelton, he was sentenced to 30 days in jail. All of the above h3ve appealed
their cases. The trial on the additional 81 defendants is slated for October
15 pending .the appeal of the 30 persons convicted in this case.

On .November 15, 19U6, 696 defendants were arrested at Columbia
Studios charged with violating Municipal Code 23,10 (parading without a
permit). Of these 600 pled guilty to the charge and each one paid a fine
of $25; 88 defendants were dismissed for various reasons, it being pointed
out by the Los Angeles City Attorney Donald M. Redwine that many of the
officers used to make these mass arrests who were inexperienced and not in
permanent statu3 with the Police Department. Consequently they could not
be used to testify ^hich resulted in insufficient evidence in many cases*
The records also reflected that tiro persons made bail and forfeiture was
made later resulting in bench warrants being issued for these two individuals.
6 defendants were taken off the calendar because they are defendants in
Superior Court on conspiracy counts and will be referred to hereinafter.

On November 16, 19h6, at Columbia Studios, an additional 121* de-
fendants -rere arrested for violation of the California Penal Code 166.1* which
has reference to the disregarding of a Supsrlor Court order which in this case was



an injunction prohibiting mass picketing* Of the 12h defendants, 70 were^
convicted* The minimum fine for each person was $300 and the maximum fine
was $300 and one year in jail. 13' defendants were dismissed by the court
because of insufficient evidence or the temporary status of the do1icemen
making the arrests. 39 defendants were dismissed upon a motion of the City
Attorney, and 2 defendants will be tried in October, 191*7*

In addition to the above figures,^^^^^^^^^^^^Hpointed out that
there were 10 individual arrests made at vafl^^niocaCxonsxn the Hollywood
area in connection with the motion picture strike*

Under date of November 22, l°li6, the Los Angeles Daily News contained
an article which reflected that felony indictments had been returned by the
County Grand Jury on that date against 11* Hollywood film leaders for activity
in the film strike. The article reflected that the lit so indicted rere
arraigned before Judge V.'iUiam K. McKay and subsequently freed on $5,000 bail.
TjiAg« charged were a.s follows*

Herbert K. Sorrell Matthew Matison
Averill Berman Carl Head
Ed Gilbert Russell UcKnight
Norval Crutcher John Kartin
Janes Skelton Roy Tlndall
Andrew Lawless Frank Drdlik
Louis Whitman Wilbur R. Higbie

Specifically, Sorrell is accused of advising and encouraging the
Conference of Studio Unions* members in their picketing of Columbia Studios.
Berman is alleged to hive incited pickets at Ketro-Goldwyn-Uayer Studios during
which demonstration several Deputy Sheriffs were injured. Gilbert, Katison
and frank Drdlik are charged with havinc incited pickets to disregard court
orders at various union meetings. Lawless was accused of an attack upon Henry
Siccardi, a non-striking film technician, on October 22, 19^6. Sorrell, l&tison
and Gilbert are also named as having advised picketing of Columbia Studios on
November Hi, 1°U6. The other men are alleged to have directed picketing
activities

.

On July 19, l°li7> Frank Barnes, Assistant District Attorney in
los Angeles, California, related that the indictments against Berman, Skelton,
Tindall and Drdlik were dismissed because of insufficient evidence. He also
stated that a challenge to the indictment had been presented v?hich contended
that the Grand Jury had not been selected in a manner provided by law. He
stated that the Grand Jury did not represent a true cross section of society.
Following is a brief background as well as the Communist affiliations of each
of the Individuals originally indicted:

10



Berman is a Radio Cornentator who resides at Hl6-h/$ Tamarind,
Hollywood, California, He rraa bom on April 19, 1919, at Vinneapolls,
Minnesota. Berman ras released on bond on November 19, 19li6, after having
been charged with violation of California Penal Code, Sections 182, 1*09, 166,
2l& and 5l8» ftith regard to Bernan's Communist connections, there exists
to date no documentary evidence of his membership in the Los Angeles County
Communist Party. However, he has been active on behalf of Communist front
organizations in the Los Angeles area. A panphlet was made available entitled
"Campus Currents", which is a bulletin published by the Four Freedoms Club of
the American Youth for Democracy, in Los Angeles. Page 1 of this bulletin far
November 12, 19hS, carried a heading, "Averill Berman, Addresses First AID
Meeting.n The article stated that Berman, CIO reporter and Army orientation
lecturer, highlighted the first meeting of the Four Freedoms Club on Friday
NovenberlO, 1915* On January 9, 19^6, Confidential Plant Informant

^HHH^fetf the Los Angeles Office, made available documentary evidl

oHn^ress made by Berman at the American Youth for Democracy Conference
held on October 21, 19b5> at Los Angeles City College.

ictive informant of the Los Angeles Office
Section of the Communist Party,

29, 19U6, distributed by the
Executive Committee of this Section of the Communist Party urging msrbers
to attend a mass meeting scheduled for July 29, 19k6, at the Gilmore Stadium
Auto- Parking Lot". Agents of the Los Angeles Office attending this meeting
reported that Gordon Williams, candidate for the 59th Assembly District,
State of California Legislature, v.-as the Chairman of this meeting and that
he introduced Averill Berman. Following Berman ! s talk, Vfilliams introduced
Eroil Freed as Chairman of the 5°th District Communist Club.

The East Side Journal, a local Los Angeles newspaper, on March 27,
I9li7, commented on the opinion expressed by Averill Berman in his news
analysis over radio station KXLA. The newspaper specifically reflected that
Berman pointed out the danger of Fascism in the proposed outlawing of the
Communist Party and that he stated that the battle ground "has changed to the
community where we must fight the corruption of our educational system, police
force and local courts".

Nerval Dixon Crutcher

Crutcher is Secretary-Treasurer of Local 683 of the Film Technicians
Union, International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees. He resides

11
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; at 20^0 Hightower Street, Los Angeles, California. Crutcher was bom in
"* Louisville, Kentucky, on October 17, 1889- Oliver Ueeks of 111 West 7th

*

d Street, Los Angeles, stated that Cnitcherlo^ie^theCo^unist Party in
A 1937 under the nan© of Norman Newman, AHflH^^^HilY* discontinued
;| paid informant of the Los Angeles Officl^^^Ws^firSerly a member of the

| Los Angeles Police Department assigned to Coranunist and radical investi-
gations, related that Crutcher joined the Communist Party on September 27,

"

I 1937, under the name of Herman Nei^um, having been recruited into the
"j Party by Sidney Martin who was at that time one of the most active Com-

munists in Hollywood*

_ Lizabeth Bensen, a functionary
of the Communist rarty in Los Angeles, it was ascertained that in 19U*

;
Crutcher held 19hh Comnunist Political Association Card u7h39* According to
this source, the membership card ras issued on December 6, 19/iii* Through
this same source, it nas also ascertained that Crutcher was also a member of
the commission which governed the cultura^ancl miscellaneous groups in the
Hollywood area. Confidential Informant•B^-elited that in 19U±, Crutcher
was a member of the Hollywood DOTOcraticcSiittee, an organization knevn to
have been infiltrated by and under the influence of Corcnunists.

Frank J. Drdlik

? This individual, who is a neither of the Set Designers Union #11*21,
resides at 5922 Carlton V.ay, Hollywood, California. Drdlik was bom on
August 19, 1901, in Yugoslavia. He was naturalized on February 20, 1922.

. in Douglas County, Nebraska, having Certificate #l6$9k}h. On 1'ay 17, 19&7,
: an extremely reliable but highly delicate source advised that Drdlik was a

member of the Conmunist Party. The record which this source made available

I
was dated on December 11, 19^5, and indicated he most probably had Coraminist

\ Party membership card #1*992$.

J
Edward KcCrcary Gilbert

i Gilbert, who is Business Agent of the Set Decorators Union #11*21,

J
resides at 1051 East Uagnolia Avenue, Burbank, California. Gilbert, who is

> 1*3 years of age, has been affiliated with the Communist Party in Los Angeles
for a considerable length of time. Through a highly confidential but
thoroughly reliable source it was ascertained on February 11, 19U7, that
Gilbert had returned Irom special leave to the TJhitman Branch of the Coaitunist
Party.

Confidential ^onrtantj|^|^H||H^|^V>f the Los Angeles Office
who is a member of the Communist Party^atterx!e^To5mecc>n!ing party of the
Walt Yihitman Cormunist Party Club in Los Angeles on December 1, 19h$, held at
the home of Art and Evelyn Shapiro, both Communists, in honor of returned
veterans. According tc this reliable source, Gilbert -was in attendance at
this meeting.
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This same source advised that on January 11, l°li6, at a meeting
of the -hitman Club of the Communist Party, Gilbert was nominated for the
position of Chairman but declined after George Sandy, Los Angeles County
Financial Director of the Comnunist Party, stated that Gilbert was "tied
up in studio unions" •

Carl C Head, also knorro as Earl Clark Head

Head is chairman of the Conference of Studio Unions and Assistant
Business Agent of the Painters Union Local #6Uu He resides at 11*3 North
Kariposa, Los Angeles, California*

Head, who is 51 years of age, has not been identified as a member
of the Comunist Party in Los Angeles to date.

T.'ilbur K. Higbie, also knoTtn as Ray Higby

Eigbie, who is a member of the Carpenters Union Local ^9h6, resides
at 909} South Catalina Street, tos Angeles. Higbie, who is li7 years of age,
has no previous Communist record according tc the Los Angeles Office.

Herbert Knott Sorrell

Sorrell is the Business Agent of Local .^6Ui, Studio Painters
Union, AFL, and is the President of the Conference of Studio Unions. Sorrell
resides at 1153 Norton Avenue, Glendale, California. At the tine of his
arrest in November, 19^6, Sorrell was h9 years of age*

cords also show that Sorrell
, on a gambling charge. As a result of this

The
was arrested on November
arrest, he -.vas fined $10 and given 5 days in jail. In October, I9b6,
Tom Cavitt, Representative of the California Tenney CorarAttec Investigating
Un-American Activities, provided the Los Angeles Office with a photograph
of a receipt for a Conrunist Party membership book #60622 on which appears
the signature "Herb Stewart*. The signature appears to have been started as
"So" and then tho "T" written- over the *o". This receipt refers to book
#7U283 signed "Herbert* Stewart".

[California,
furnished tnff LUK Angeies umce on June 6, wTOT^TW^Toirmunist Party
registration blank filled out in handprinting under the Party name. "Herbert
Stewart". The Bureau's Laboratory, after a handler!ting comparison, positively
identified the document as having been prepared by Herbert K* Sorrell. The
Los Angeles Office has no documentary evidence of membership on the part of
Sorrell in the Communist Party or the Cornunist Political Association since 1938.
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In Los Angeles, it was ascertained on ucxooer 31, 1?U5, that a discussion
was hsd regarding the strike situation participated in by members of the
Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Coracunist Party. During this
discussion the probability of having Herbert Sorrell actually join the
Communist Party was discussed. MacClelland, who at that time was a func-
tionary of the Hollywood Section, terminated this discussion by stating
she had discussed this possibility with Sorrell, who advised her he had
considered it but decided not to because he would turn red in the face
if someone vrere to ask bin if he were a member and it ras necessary for him
to reply that he was not, knowing himself that he actually was. MacClelland
stated that Sorrell had advised her he was conscious of the class struggle.

A 6-page information bulletin released by the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees dated November 13, 19hS 9 entitled "The Record
of Herbert K. Sorrell, President of CSU (Conference of Studio Unions) aid
Strike Leader in the Hollywood Strike Conr.encing tfarch 12, l9hSn was obtained.
The subheading for this bulletin was "Communist Activities from 1939 up to
the Present time". According to this bulletin, Sorrell was associated with
the following organizations. The following quotations are taken directly
from the bulletins

"1. Motion Picture Democratic Comnittee. Herbert Sorrell was
a member of this Executive Board and continued actively to
support the new position of the organization, which was in
strict conformance with the Communist Party line.

"2. Hollywood Democratic Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell now
emerges as a member of the Executive Board of this organ-
ization, whose program is just the reverse of its predecessor
where he was also a member of the Executive Board.

"3. Labor *s Non-Partisan League. Herbert K. Sorrell tos State
President of this organization and opposed the tt^ird term
for President Roosevelt, denouncing him for leading us into
war.

. *
i

wlu Patterson Slate. This organization opposed aid to England and
was strictly isolationist. It followed the Communist Party
line and was in sympathy with the aims of the Party.

Workers Alliance. Herbert K. Sorrell was one of the speakers at
a mass demonstration of this organization before the Hollywood
District SRA headquarters, 2hS South Viestern Avenue, March 7, I9I1O.



J

i

;> "6. National Federation for Constitutional Liberties* The
*j Attorney General of the United States has pronounced this

( organization to be a Communist front. Herbert K. Sorrell
-~ in the official announcement of the meeting appears as

I one of the sponsors of this organization* This organization

I
has followed every twist and turn of the Conmunist Party

v Line and is still in operation*

» "7* Tanks Are Not Coning Conmlttee* Herbert K. Sorrell was
% listed as one of the speakers at the Student Union, tJni-

\ k
versity of California at Los Angeles, on April 18, I9li0.

-3 The purpose of the meeting was to induce the students of
the college to stage a 'peace strike'

•

"8. Schneiderman-Darcy Defense Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell
was a member of the conmittee to protest the deportation of
Gillian Schneiderman and Samuel Darcy, two top officials of
the Communist Party.

"9. Earl Brov/der* Sorrell sent a petition demanding the immediate
release of Earl Brovjder, head of the Conmunist Party in the
United States, during his incarceration in the Atlanta
Penitentiary*

"10* Leo Gallagher Testimonial* Sorrell v;as one of the sponsors of
a testimonial dinner given in honor of Leo Gallagher, Conmunist

;

' -of the law firm of Katz, Gallagher and Kargolis, given at the
TJilshire Bo~l in Los Angeles on June 2, 19&1*

"11. Harry Bridges Coircnittee to Defeat Deportation* Herbert Sorrell
was one of the signers of an open letter addressed to the

f President of the United States protesting the deportation of

^ Bridges*

. r-

\ "12. American Youth for Democracy, On December 1, l9Ui, the AID
in the Los Angeles^area held a meeting for the celebration

"t of the first anniversary of the change of the name Young
Cormunist League to American Youth for Democracy* Herbert K*
Sorrell was one of the sensors of the meeting*

"13* People's T.'orld Press Conference* The People's World is a Com-
I munist publication on the Vest Coast* On August h> 19h3 t a press

conference was held for the benefit of this publication at 2936
i Ttast 8th Street, Los Angeles, California. Sorrell was one of the

sponsors of the conference*

J W
. \\\
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'Ik. Third Annual Convention, Lo« Angeles County Communist Party.

This convention was held April 29 and 30 and May 1, 1938* at

121 Veat 18th Street, Los Angeles. Herbert K. Sorrell has

denied that he has ever been a member of the Co&Bunlet Party.

A photostatic copy of the minutes of the abore Communist con-
vention shove the following names written on the back page:

William SonneHerman, State Secretary of the Communist Party,
District 13; Don Healy; High Vilkins; Herb Sorrell and Urchel

Daniels."

Andrew Lawless

Lawless Is a member of the Studio painters Union f6kk and resides
at 10736 Lavler Street, Los Angelee, California. At the time of hie arrest
Lawless gave his age as U5.

On October U, 1$U6,1

Loe Angelas, advised the Los AngeieenDfrice by telephone"

Andrew Lawless, a carpenter, was taking a leading part in the studio strike
in Hollywood. He descrlbedJHH^BjpAndrew as a "right-hand men of Herbert
Sorrell." He stated ^^((^^^^^"^^cyalAmerican citizen who wag not a
member of the I 1 mil 1 11

1 I m I
1 ^M^^BMI^BP* 111 1 1"" related thatflH^^H^B

readily admitted the fact that there were numerous Communists In th^Conference
of Studio Unions.

ce^adxiaeed that

•elated

not

Confidential Informant|^^Bof the Los Angelee Offl
Andrew Lawless was. "one of the sluggers for Herbert Sorrell."
that, although Lawless has "played along with the Communists,
btslieve him to .be an actual member of the Communist Party.

Bussell L. McKhlght

McKnight ie the Preeident of Local #683 which is the Film Technician*
Union affiliated with the International Alliance of Theatrical Ptage Qnployees.
KXnight resides at U317 Bakman_ Street, Rorth Hollywood, California, and at
the time of his arrest in November, 19**6, he gave his age as 38.

The masthead of the November, 19*»3, leaue of the International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Local 683, publication called
."Flashes" reflects that Ruesell L. McKhlght was President of the organization.
Norval D. Crutcher, previously identified as a Communist, was Secretary and
Treasurer.

On July 21, jg^BKK^EB vho ls 841 Investigator of the
Los Angeles District Attorney's Office, exhibited a sworn statement which he
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took front In the office of the International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employees on April 1, 19*7. This statement vaa taken In
connection vlth the Conference of Studio Union* 1 Strike. The folloving
excerpte vere taken from this statement reflecting McKnlght'" CcwunlBt
tendenelee. According tcflH^^ ln 19** he was vorklng as technical editor
of the magazine "Flashes /^Herelated that during thle period he differed
vlth the pollclee of McKnlght vho waa the editor of the magazine. He stated
he told McKnigrt that he was plugging Communism and that It voa 1

dealre that the magazine contain writings of a technical nature/
stated it was hie vish to publish a magazine representedIre of the film
technicians and not a magazine dealing In politics or Communism. Continu-
ing hla comment* regarding his difference* vlth McKnlght in the publication
of the nagazlne, he stated aa follova:

"Then when he went so far to the left that I couldn't take It

any longer I couldn't aak people Ilka Bell and Hovell to
advertise In a paper that shoved a cartoon of Westbrook pegler
living in a sever and called the President a Fascist. I couldn't
go for that. Then he called me a Fascist and I resigned. I
told him I won't go on vlth this stuff. He said, 'O.K., across
your card at the union office which I have filed I have written
"traitor"'. I said, 'All right then, and when your office la

some day broken into by the FBI, I will be very happy to have
them see that record, that I vaa not one of your party.' Those
are my exact words to him."

Confidential Informant ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^HL^f the Los Angeles
Office, reported that Buesell Mcl5i3*^ejnc^TheLoeTBgelea City Council
from the Hollywood area in the 19U7 Spring elections, but was defeated. He
advised that the Communist Party supported McKnlght and commented as follows
regarding the Communist Party support given him. ^^H^Msteted he was pre*
sent at a meeting of the Communist Club held on FeDru5r^i8, I9U7, at which John
Stapp, Hollywood functionary of the Communist Party, stated that the P*»rty
agreed to handle completely the 125 precincts in the second district for the
McKnlght campaign, working in the name of the campaign and not In the name of
the perty. He stated thet the progressive AFL had come out in favor of
McKnlght. He related that the Communist party was only supporting and not
endorsing McKnlght, continuing that "Ve endorse only Communist Candidatee."

John B. Martin

Martin is the Business Representative of Local 683, Film Technicians
Union, and resides at 2lU* Mldvale Avenue, Vest Los Angeles.

1
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The Hollywood Reporter for Kerch 2, 19*5, (a trade paper) stated

that John R . Martin vae a memberoj^heBoardo^follyvood Guild* and

Unions. Confidential Informant ^J^^^^^^H^^^prelated that an organ-

ization knovn aa the "Motion PictureLeoo^c5mut?ee for Political Action"

vas aet up on September 6, 19**}, at a meeting held at 1627 Tujunga Boulevard'.

The purpose of this organliation, according tcfl||^B vaa ostensibly to take

part in the forthcoming elections , nationally anoiocally and to elect

candidates favorable to the cause of the Comsunlet party. John H. Martin

attended this nesting representing his Local Union #68?. The masthead of the

Hovember, 19*0, issue of "Flashes," prerlouely Identified, reflected that

Martin vaa the Business Agent with knovn Cosnunltt llorval D. Crutcher, pre-
Tlouely referred to herein, as Secretary-Treasurer.

Matthev Irrlng Matlaon (frequently epelled Matt Ison)

Matlaon is the President of the Screen Story Analysts Guild. Be
resides at Qkkl Ukon Trail, Court #2, Canoga park, California. Matleon vaa
bom in Boston, Massachusetts, on May 50, 1915. The records of the Registry
Department In the City of Boston reflect that Metlson's father and mother
vera born in Busala.

On March 25, 19^5* Confidential Informant

^fiidrellable informant of the Los Angeles Office,
1

^^^^^^yCommunlat pprty headquarters In Lea Angeles, produce^a piece of
paper vith the follovlng notation thereon:

"(March
. 20, 19^5). Matthev Matison, Ho. 75899 (19**5) from

East End Club, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Has no transfer.

Lives vith George Kaki of the East Los Angeles Club, U3O6*

East 5th Street, Los Angeles 22. Looking for vork. From
Nov England."

Through this sane source, It vas ascertained in March, I9U5,

that Matthev M?tlson,vho vas Issued Cosnunlst Political Association membership
card 75699 v&* transferred from the East End Club of Pittsburgh Communist
Political Association to the Los Angeles County Communist political Association,

It vas also ascertained through a highly confidential and delicate source that
Matison vas a member of the North Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County
Communist Party during 19U6.

James II . Skelton

The Business Agent of Local 9*^6 of the Studio Carpenters, AFL,
Skelton resides at 3760DoverStreet^^sAngeles, California.- According to
Confidential Informant^^HHHHHt^H Skelton Is a Cosnunlet and
he la definitely anti-^HHlf^esfaTed that Skelton accepts the support
of the Coxosunlsts to try to vin the strike for the Conference of Studio Unions.
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" ! Roy Tlndall, vlth alias Roy Tyndall

-
>: Tlndall la the Business Agent of the International Brotherhood of
' Electrical Workers , Local #fcO. fie resides at 1225 north Hl^Uand, Loa Angeles,

California. There la no Information available In the Los Angeles Field
Divlaloa reflecting that Tlndall has any connections vlth the Consaunist Party.

"3

| Louis Whitman

• T

| This Indlrldual Is a mesfcer of the Studio Carpenters Union Local 9*»5

and vas a picket captain In the Conference of Studio Unions* strike. He
' reside* at 935i North Vendome Street, Los Angeles. At the tine of Whitman's

? arrest, he gave his age as 50 and Social Security number as 067-16-0680. The
* 1 Loa Angeles Office has no Information or evidence that Whitman Is a member of the

. | Communist Party.

X

The Loa Angelee Daily Neve of July 7, 19^7, carried an article

> reflecting that 11 major Hollywood Studios in the International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employees vere sued on July 7, I9V7, for 000,000 by the

j
striking Conference of Studio Unione. According to the article, former
Attorney General for the State of California, Robert W. Kenny, and his lav
partner, Morris £. Conn, filed suit in Federal Court. The ault vaa based on
the proTieiona of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act charging the exletence of a
"beck scratching" agreement botveen the producers and the International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees to kill off competition in their
reBpectlye fields. If the International Alliance of the Theatrical Stage Employeee
helped the major studios kill off independent competition, the suit said, the
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees vould help the major

! producers crush the Conference of Studio Unions. The suit charged that
3 Willie Bloff, former head of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage

. Employeea, vho, according to the neve article, vaa convicted of extorting

^ bribea in the film industry etill "formulates, directs and supervisee the
affairs of the defendant, the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage

j Employees. " The article also reflected that this vas the second million

I dollar suit filed in four daye relating to the 10 month old Conference of
* Studio Unions' strike. Sixteen members of the AFL Studio Carpenters Brother-

' hood esked for $28,000,000 in back pay in a suit filed against the major
' producers and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Baployees

.

Screen Writer* Guild

3 The Motion picture Almanac for 19U2 and I9H3 reflected that the

\ Screen Writers Guild vaa an affiliate of the Authors League of America, Inc.
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* The Authors league of /merica doe* not here a local organization In Los

]
Angeles. The representative cf the Authors League of /nerica ir. Loe Angles

t until recently was Ann Roth Morgan, vfco was. secretary of the Screen Writer*
Guild. According to e highly confidential hut moat delicate source! Morgan
vm a member of the Ccamnlet Pwty, USA, assigned to Branch A-l of the

^ Northwest Section, and aa of November 19, 19*5# vas a member of the Communist

j Pwty, SorthvBSt Section, tos Angeles, California.

| The Kollywoo^Prjae Tines (a weekly "throv away" tahlold which

| according to informant followed the Coaexunlst Party line) for November
5 10, 19^» reflected tha^^he Screen Writers Guild waa organized in 1935 in

the Hollywood motion picture Industry. Informant|^^Bha« reported that
i this was one of the first unions In the cultural field to come under the

| * Influence of Comnunlets in Hollywood. He related that among the original

7 organlzjsre were John Howard Lawson, Samuel Ornitz, and Guy Sndcve. Theee
individuals vho have been Identified as Connunists, are referred to in
Section I of this Bw:norandum where their Communist affiliations are set
forth. According tc^^^Hjohn Howard Lavson, Robert Roesen, Lester Cole,

Hugo Butler, Waldo SaTt^Lnd Bing Lardrier, Jr., are among the lending Comauniate
in the Guild who have been moat influential in the forming of its policies.
All of these Individuals have been identified aa Conuunists and their Conaunlst
affiliations are set out In Section I of this memorandum.

stated that between 1$35 and 1939, he realized that
Coinmuniets were gaining control of the Screen Writers Guild. Ho related that

.[ the Coinrunists gained thie control through their untiring efforts In seeking
to project their ideals in the Guild. He etated that they called more meetings

' "than any human being but one interest in Communism could ever desire to

{ attend." He recalled specifically that from 1935 to 1939 he spent almost all
't or his evenings attending meetings primarily directed at hia personal effort

\ to keep the Communists frcm controlling the Screen Writers Guild. Hs relatsd

|
that after years of fighting, he found it impossible to do anything about the
Communist control of the Guild_ which resulted in his withdrawing hia memberehlp.

; He emphatically stated that there was no question In his mind but that the
• Connrunist element was in complste control despite ths fact that the majority

^ * of the memberehlp In the Screen Writers Guild, in his opinion, vera neither

| Communist members nor Communist sympathizers. This source related that John
• -Howard Lcveon bos a strong influence on the members of the Executive Board

•| of the Screen Writers Guild. He related that in his opinion, John Howard
-3 Lawson, Gordon Kahn and Bing Lardner, Jr., are the three most dangerous

I
Communists in Hollywood.

According to the organizations official publication In June of
19U5 there were eproximately 13,000 members of the Screen Writers Guild.

*
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Of thlo number about 100 vere identified es Communists at that tln» through

information obtained by a very confidential but extremely delicate source.

The names of these individuals who are still affiliated with the motion
picture industry are set out In Section I of this memorandum. In addition!

a great many others, according tofl^^Hvere associates of Communists,

reported to be sympathetic to ConSnKTaT
front organizations.

Ideologies and/or members of Communist

However, In ardor to show the true olgnlflcance of these figures,

it la necessary to coaflJler_the reports of such confidential Informants as

;ure

>, wo i^ucer group baring
been formed to oppose Communist influence in the motion picture Industry
during February of 1<M. These informants hare stated that the Screen Writers
Guild is actually controlled and operated by between 100 and 300 members
who take an active Interest in the work of the organization. Ae a further
clarification of these figures, it was noted that in January of l°ho, the

"Screen Writer," the official publication of the Screen Writers Guild, con-
tained a report reflecting that there were 1J17 members of the Screen Writers
Guild. The report classified 972 members as being active and 5^5 aa associate
members. The associate numbers were identified as vriters who have been
elevated to directorships or producerships in the motion picture industry.
It also pointed out that of the 972 members of the Screen Writers Guild, only

566 were employed at that time in the eight major studloe In the motion picture
Industry.

Infcraant^^J^^^H^^H related that the majority of the
members of the Screet^Jrifer^^ffiid belonged to the Guild as a bargaining
agency and not for any "political reasons. " However, Communists belong to
the Guild for "political reasons." Hence the majority of the members of
the Screen Writers Guild do not attend the regular meetings and take no
active Interest in the Gulld«__^^^B^^^^Mls^sWof the Motion Picture
Alliance,VHfl|HH|H|H^^^|^^^^^|^B California,

for Ik years he carriedon^^^^enr^i^with tne leaders of the Screen
Writer* Guild due to the fact "that it was completely dominated and controlled
by Communists since Its organization. He identified the following individuals
as the principal figures In the Communist controlled group.

John Howard Lawson
Sam 0mltr
Gordon Kahn
Fred Pinaldo
Dash 1ell Hanmett
Donald Ogden Stewart

Lester Cole

Borrle ingster

John Bright
Dorothy Parker
Marian Spltzer
Ring Lardnar, Jr,



^^^^^^letated that he Is certain that these Individuals
are all CommunistsTflocoSflnued by relating that many years ago he thought
a man could not he called a Communist unless he carried e card (Communist party
membership card) hut that he has come to learn that the most dangerous Com*

Dunieta do not carry cards. He related that he could prore erery one of thrte
individuals vae a Coanamlst by his strict adherence to the Communist Party
policy orer the past Ik year period.

According to the Hollywood Reporter a Hollywood etudlo dally paper,
dated August 21, 19W, the "second report on Un-American Activities In California,
published by the Joint Te ct-Flnding Committee of the State Legislature, stated that
the Committee members consider John Howard Lavaan one of the moat Important
Marxist strategists in Southern California. John Leech, former Secretary of the
Communist Party for Loe Angeles County, testified before the Los Angelea County
Grand Jury that Lavson had been sent from new York to Hollywood by the Central <

Committee of the Communist Party and that he had immediately beccme active in
Hollywood Study Cluba and In the Communist faction of studio unions, particularly
in the organization of the Screen Writers Guild. Leech stated that Lavson became
a dominant figure In Communist Party drama groups and attended Conmunlet Party
faction meetinge in Sew York and Hollywood. Thus, Leech's testimony establishes
that the Screen Writers Guild 1 a founder, the first president, came directly ttj

Hollyv'x>d from Communist Headquarters In J.'cw York and that the establishment of the
Screer. Writers Guild vas the mlaaion he waa entrusted with by that headquarters

.

Lavson vae the first commitjaar ol* thought plante'd by the Communlot party in the
motion picture industry."

Interneticnal
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, on JulyT7^5^7 stated that the
Screen Writers .Guild is definitely under the control of the Communist party,
principally through three men, John Howard Lavson, its founder; Gordon
Kahn and Emmet Lavery, the present president of the group. According to thia
source, all three of these individuals are Communists. Ee stated that t^ey do
not neceesarlly hare membership cards in the Prrty eo far as any documentary
proof is concerned but their policies and dealings in the Screen Writers
Guild which hare always coincided with the current Communist Party line,
cause him to believe they are ComBunlsta. He related he thinks Lavery knows
what "the score is* and "Party member or not, ha is not being innocently
taken In by the Communist Perty."

The Communist connections of Kahn and Lavson are set out in

Section I of this memorandum.

There is no evidence in the Loe Angeles Office indicating Lavery la

a member of the Communist Perty. Eovsver, smsias^BBBmBmmBamsmBmssBBjmaH^lHm^k

Communist functionary j^H^^H|H|^^^^^^Bvholenovactlng as an



informant for the New York Office, relatedthat Emmet Lavery Is supposed to be
a well-known Catholic. According tca^^^Hf it va* folt hy tho Perty that
because of Lavery *a being known as aCatholic, Lavery could be effectire where
a man better known for hia Communist connections might have been at a dis-
advantage. Although supposedly a Catholic, ^|jj^^*elated Lavery was regarded
by Communist Party leaders at the National Headquarters aa a loyal and faithful
follower of the Communist Party Line .^Hf^^Ktmarked that Larery night not
have been aa much under the influence andcontrol of the Cosantniata at the
outset of his affiliation with the Guild as he becaios later on. He
eventually become an actual member of the Communist T>erty although]

was not our© of this. In any case, Communist leaders were well aware"

Larery 1a weaknesses and made very good use of him in connection with their
program in the Screen VrIters Guild.

[en^_Jaye

rareor^^^

; i

f
' ,*

•elated that, with regard to the Screen writers Guild generally,
the Connnuniata were either organizers of or a big factor in the organization of
the Screen Writers Guild. He stated that the Conaaunists definitely have con-
trol of thia organization and that the development of the Guild was part of
the Communist program to infiltrate the morle industry and to dictate policies
to the industry. He stated that he recalls hearing the Screen Writers Guild
and its actiritiee discussed by the Communist leaders and remembers discussions
by the Cultural Conatittce of the Communist Party in which it was agreed that
the control of the writers in Hollywood would provide the wedge for control
of all Hollywood. The purpose of the Guild, he stated, was to obtain bettor
conditions for its members and to further the Coinnunist Party's rosltL
influencing public opinion. After the Guild was fully organized,1

related the Party used it in many waya including for the purpose or " pulling
the leg of management." In accordance with Communist Party strategy of
using the negative approach when the positive was found to be unsuccessful cr
uneuitable^theGuild was also utilized successfully for its "disintegrating
effectJ^^H^Kxplalned that he meant by this that management and influential
persons were^rorftd into line to avoid criticism. So-called "experts"

within the Guild have been, by belittling end harping along certain lines,
effective in isolating persons who opposed therarty^a line or at least were
successful in destroying their effectiveness

.
^HBHknows from reports

seen by him at the Dpily Worker Office and at Pprt^Headquart'srs, that at the
time he left the Party which was In the Fall of 19^5, the Guild was as com-
pletely under the party's control as such organizations aa the International
Vorkera Order.

pos^__y__^__

The toy, 19k6, issue of "Screen Writer," listed the Screen Writer*
Guild's studio chairman. This list included Melvin Levy for Columbia Studios,
Ieobel Lennart for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Abe Polonsky for Paramount, and Henry
Myers for REO. All of these individuals have been identified aa Connunists and
their Communist affillationa are set out in Section I.
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Acc*r-a:.:i£ tc the "Screen Writer," Velum* Ko. Ill t He. C, dated

July, 19^7, the prenent officers and. exocutlvc board neabera of the Screen
Writers Guild ere as follows:

Eirxet Lff.rery

Mary KcCell, Jr.

Howard Sstnbrook
Hugo Sutler

F. Hugh Herbert
Harold Buchraan

President

First Vice Preaident
Second Tlce Preaident

Third Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

ExecutiTe Board

Mslrill Baker
Harold Buchnen
Hugo Butlor

Jam--s X. Ccin
Lester Cole

Phil Ip Dunne
Howard Este.br'>ok

F. Hugh Herbert

Talbot Jennings

King tardner, Jr.

Ranald MacDougall

Mary KcCell, Jr.

Cecrge Seaton

Leo Tcvnafcr.d

Alternate Executive Board Men&erH

Mau_* J :e jtapf Rsr-ry Mye?n
Ccrdon Knlm Itovld Hertz

Isobel Lemwt Morris E. Colin, Compel
Valentine Sr.* lev Alice PcnneiMin, Secrete ry

Cf the above 28 officers ?jid executives the fol lowing 10 are, or
have boon, meffhern of the Ccununiet J??ty.

Httrcld Buchr*t;i

Sushnau hns been Identified through a higlilv confideutial but sott
delicate technique on Avgust jl, l$kh f January end If, February <>C and ^t.venbor

J9> as a neiober of the Hcrthveet Section of the Lot /-ngelea Court* Cosr.unist

Party or Coiununist Political Association. Through this source it van also t\acer-

telned that he vug a functionary of the party and held I9U5 Buok fU6£0C.

Hugo Butler

Through this coca oource it vae ascertained on August 31, lV^t January
G and lC, 19U5/ and Febrinry St', IS 11?, that Butler wes a irsmber of Brnnch A-3 of
the Korthwest Section of the Los Angeles County CeiLmuiist P^rty and that he had

been * cesher of the Cowaunlet Political Association.



(Y« O.I

Lester Cole

The sane source tdylaed that on August 31, 19^* January 8 and 16,

1$*5» and February 26, 19^5i Cole vaa a aeabar of Branch A-3 of the Northwest

Section of the Los Angeles County Conaniiniet Political Association and his 19**5

Book Number vet V6805.

David Horl

i

The sane confidential source also related that on January 16,

19^5* Herti waa a nember of the Northwest Section of the Loe Angeles County

CommunJet Political Association.

Gordon Kahn

The ear»e source related that cn August 31* 19**^* January 8 and l£,

February 2'S, and Koveffiber 19, 19'»3# Kahn was a neither of the Korthvest
Section of the Communist Political Association or the Coamuniat P*rty,

His 19^5 Book was #1*6823.

Ring Lferdner, Jr.

On August 31, 19UU, Jrnuery 8 and 16, February 26 and Ecvenbor 19,

39**5» the eatw confidential source advised that Lerdner ve* a member of Brt-nch

A-l of the Lob Angeles County Communist Political Auaocietlon or Co:mruri3at

Party. He held I9A5 Book #U680o.

Ieobel Lennart

The same source related that on August 31* 19^/ Jenuary 8 and lo,

February 26, and November 19, I9U5, Lennart vaa a nenber of the Northveat

Section of the Los Angeles County Coianunlst Pprty or the Lea Angeles Communist

Political Association. She held 19U3 book #k(£l6.

Henry Myers, also known as Henry Meyers

On August 31? 19 1* 1*/ January 8 and 16, and February 26, I? 1*?, the
sane source advleed. that Myers vaa a member of the Lea Angeles County

Coianmiet Poli tical Association end in 191*3 held Book #*l8l9.

Maurice Ke.pf

On August 31, 19UU, January 8 and 16, February 26 and November 19»

19^5» Repf waa a member cf Branch A-l of the Northwest Section of the Loe

Angeles County Communist Political Association. or Communist Party, according

to the same source. In addition this source reported that he vaa a member

of the CoUBunJnt Party in at that time listed aa a functionary of the
Northwest Section.
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Leo Tbwnsend

On August 31, 19Ui, January 8 and 16, February- 26 and November 19,
19u5> Townsend was a member of Branch 1-1 of the Northwest Section of the
Los Angeles County Communist Party and held 19h$ Book #Ul32iw In addition,
he was also a member of the Communist political Association*

former Special Agent
^

19li6, ascertained that Ann Roth" Wol^M,' O&U HesUlioFlf BH.Ve, Los Angeles,
and Kuth Birokrant were employed as secretaries In the office of the Screen
Writers Guild* This highly confidential but delicate source, referred to
above, on January 16, 19U5 • identified both of these women as members of
the Los Anceles County Communist political Association.

The "Screen Tlriter", which is the official publication of the Screen
Writers Guild, is a monthly publication. The following individuals are
responsible for its publication, according to Voluae 3, Number 2, dated July,
19U7

»

Editor:
Director of Fublicationsj
Editorial Committee:

Gordon Kahn
Robert Shaw
Art Arthur
!&rtin Field
Richard Hubler
Isobel Lennart

Herbert Clyde Lewii

Harris Gable
Lester Koenig
Ronald MacDougall

Bernard 5choenfeld Theodore Strauss

In addition to the above, a review of the December, 19u6, and

following individuals have had responsibilities in connection with the pub*
lieation of the magazine:

Editorial Committee t

Director of Publications
in 19u6r

Editorial Committees*
Editor in 19U6:

Sidney Boeha

Harold J. Salemson
Paul Trivers
Dalton Trumbo
Adele Buffineton
Philip Dunne
Ring Lardner, Jr.
Sonya Levien
Stephen Vorehouse Avery
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' i Of the 21 individuals listed above, 8 are or have been member*
' vg of the Coaminiat Party or Communist Political Association. They includes

Vvv| Herbert Clyde Lewis Bernard Schoenfeld

,^.V| Theodore Strauss Paul Trlvers
Dalton Trumbo Gordon Kahn

i Isobel Lennart Ring Lardner, Jr.
s

. » . The Comsunist connections of these individuals are set out in Section I of this

|
memorandum.

*
; Exemplar of the influence had by these Communists within the ort^ni-

zation was the October, 1916, issue of the "Screen Writer". In this publication,
an editorial appears concerning the Communist-inspired American Authors Authority;
an article concerning the scope of the Screen Writers Guildj a third article

• by Communists Howard Dimsdale and Guy Endore; a fourth article on a technical

|
phase of writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pictures; and the sixth by

i Communist screen writer Lester Cole on wage negotiations for screen writers.

; The Communist affiliations of Howard Dimsdale, ^niy Endore and Lester Cole are
set out in Section I*

t In the back of the publication, there is a section entitled "News
Notes*. An analysis of these notes also clearly shows how the Communist

;
.cause is disseminated by this publication. For example, "News Notes*1 in this
issue carried ah announcement by the California Labor School, a Communist

; inspired group, of a series of courses, a production by the Communist influenced
Actors Laboratory, an announcement of the Communist influenced People's

f Educational Center carrying details of the curriculum of this school as well
t as a report concerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, a Communist influenced

£
group. The Communist connections of the Actors Laboratory, the People's

i " Educational Center, and the Hollywood Triters Mobilization are set out in
j Section III of this memorandum.

) The American Authors- Authority, previously referred fco, was said
; r

to have been established and conceived by the Screen Writers Guild. The
~- ' inception of this plan, according to the "Screen Writer*, resulted from a

J
* meeting of the Screen Writers Guild Original Material Committee of which
^ozjmunist Ring lardner is the head. Confidential Informantlfl^Hj^^^^H^^
^HBBdvised on December 13, 19U6, that the American Author^SRnorSyis^

;
^aproposed agency to be set up by the Authors League of America and its

* affiliated branches, the Authors Guild, the Dramatists Guild, the Radio Writers

j Guild and the Screen Writers Guild. The purpose of this agency is to protect

I the economic interests of all writers and authors of every kind who write for



the screen, for publishing houses, magazines, radio, etc., by making this
agency in effect an over all "holding agency" of all the written material
produced by the writers in the United States. The formation of this American
Authors Authority is based on one central idea, that is, that no writer may
sell outright to any film company or publisher of any kind his written material
but that such written material shall be "leased" only and that the copyright
of all such material is assigned by the writer to the American Authors Authority
when it is offered for sale originally. Ihus, while the writer is technically
the owner of the story, article or screen play, the copyright on same would be
held by the American Authors Authority under its control, Tne American
Authors Authority maintains that there are only three issues involved in the
plan and states them as follow 3

r

1. Under the authority they (the film producer or publisher)
will not through re-makes be able to make two or more
profits out of one story purchased.

2. They will be restrained from accepting as a free gift from
the writer his secondary rights in any piece of material
such as television, radio, serial, etc.

3. Ihey will be restrained from freezing a writer's material
on their shelves for an indefinite period while he
watches the chances for other sales pass by.

Confidential Informalm^f^^^^^^^HHrelated that the formation
of the American Authors Authorit^^Rnln^^^^c^een^riters Guild of
Hollywood "has'a relation to the general activities of the Communist Party as
shown by the individuals of the over all committee of that guild and who are
given the task ofputting it across." The names appearing in this committee
as reported byMQBkre as follows:

Emmet Lavery, Chairman
Robert Ardrey
Alvah Bessie -~

James M. Cain
Philip Dunne
Aubrey Finn
Frances Goodrich
T. Hugh Herbert
Albert Malt*
Sam Moore
William Pomerance
Adele Rogers St. John
Arthur Schwartz

Ring Lardner, Jr., Vice President
Arthur Edmund Eeloin
True Boardman
Llorris E« Cohn
Joseph Helds
Everett Freeman
Albert Hackett
Boris Ingster
Mary UcCaU, Jr.
Arch Oboler
Allen Rivkin
Louise Rousseau
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Ring Iardner, Jr., Alvah Bessie and Albert Ualta have been
identified as Communists in Section 1 of this memorandum. In addition,
through a highly confidential but very delicate source, Aubrey Finn was
identified August 31, 19Ui» January 8 and 16, and February 26, 19U5, as
a member of the Communist Party on special leave since December, 19^2,
having entered that status in January, 19l*3, from Branch-D of the Northwest
Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. In 19u3" his Communist
Party Book was #215153.

Through this same source on January 16, I9u5, Sam Hoore was
identified as a member of Branch D of the Northwest Section of the Los
Angeles County Communist Political Association, He was educational director
of that Branch and was assigned Book #Uio35.

Through this same source, William Pomerance on January 16, l?li5,
was identified as a member of Branch A-3 of the Worthwest Section of the
Los Angeles County Communist Political Association and was assigned Communist
Book #ii62?lw

In this connection it is of interest to point out that it v;a;

ascertain!

iitson on uay xyuoy stated in a conversation with i3ert 3argeman that the
best method to fight "fascism" was to Communize the writers and producers in
"Hollywood and, eventually, control every picture and fiction story produced
in Hollywood. He continued that perhaps one day it would be possible to
control every news article in the United States that the people read. By
way of identification concerning Bert Bargeman, it should be pointed out that
at that time she was employed as a secretary at the Hollywood Writers Mobiliza-
tion*

It is through the Communists in this group, the Screen Writers Guild,
that Communist ideology is disseminated to the fellow traveler, Communist
sympathizer, and unsuspecting -writers who are affiliated with the Guild in the
motion picture industry. The Communists and Communist pressure in the Guild
thus caused the injection into motion picture scripts of Communist propaganda
and the elimination of anti-Communist statements and scenes from original
motion picture scripts.
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Screen Writers Guild tfembers Connected with the
Office of ffar Information Overseas Ella Prograa

In July of l?h$ over fifty writers, all members of the Screen
Writers Guild, were working on scripts for pictures to be produced in con-
junction with the Office of War Information Overseas film Prograa* Among
the editorial board members were the following members of the Screen Writers
Guildj

John Howard Lawsoa Robert Bossen
Marc Connelly Howard Es tabrook
Sidnay Buchman Howard Koch
Charles Brackett Harry Tugend
John Houseman Talbot Jennings

John Howard Lawson, Sidney Buchman and Robert Rossen have been
identified as Coanunists, and their Communist Party affiliations are set out
in Section I.

Marc Connelly has been reported by Tnf^rani^^^kin 19UU as
having been a member of the Communist Party. ^^^^Wiasalso stated that he
was a member of the League of American tfritei^ana^he Hollywood Democratic
Concnittee* The Communist connections of these two organizations are set
out In Section III of this memorandum.

Charles Brackett has been identified by Informant^H^s having
been a member of the Screen V/riters Guild. The League of American Writers
ahd the Hollywood Democratic Committee*

John Houseman has been identified by Infomant-^^BBas having been
a member of the League of American Writers. The People ' s^orld, a Communist
publication for June 10, 19hh 9 reflected that Houseman was a member of the
Hollywood Writers Mobilization.

Howard Estabrook has been identified by Inforaantf^^Ls having
been a member of the League of American Writers, an instructor at the Peoples
Educational Center in Hollywood and a member of the Executive Council of
Hollywood Democratic Committee.

Informant^^^Mias reported that Howard Koch has been a member of the
League of American JrxTere, The Screen Writers Guild, and the Hollywood
Independent Citizens Committee for the Arts, Sciences and Professions.

Inforraan "fj^^fehas related with regard to Harry Tugend that he was
a member of the Screen Writers Guild and a member of the Hollywood Democratic
Committee. The People's ^orld for June 10, 19UU, reflected that Tugend was a
member of the Hollywood Triters Mobilization.
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According to Informant^^^fc Talbot Jennings was a member of the
League of American Writers and taWScreen Writer* Guild*

As has been previously indicated in this section the organizational
affiliations of the above Individuals have been set out to show that these
individuals have been connected with organisations which have been infiltrated
by Communists or are under the Influence of Communists* The organizations with
which these individuals are affiliated are discussed in Section III of this
memorandum.

Screen Actors Guild

On April 10, 19U7, Special Agents of the Los Angeles Office interviewed
Ronald Regan and his wife, Jane flyman, at their request in order that the/
might furnish information to this Bureau regarding the activities of sosie

members of the Guild who they suspected were carrying on Communist Party work.
Reagan advised that the Screen Actors Guild had 12 officers and that the work
of the Guild was carried on principally through the Executive Board composed
of 12 officers plus past presidents.

Rearan and his wife advised that for the past several months they
had observed during the Guild meetings there were tiro "cliques'* of members,
one headed by Anne Revere and the other by Karen Morley which on all
questions of policy confronting the Guild, followed the Communist Party Line.
-Reagan related that Revere and Morley do not appear to be particularly close,
but whenever an occasion arises necessitating the appointment of some member
to a committee or to an office, the two cliques invariably either nominate or
support the same individual, Reagan and his wife listed the following actors
and actresses as supporting Revere and Uorleyt

Alexander Knox Howard DeSilva
Hume Cronyn Dorothy Tree
Howland Chamberlain Senela ^oyale

Reagan also mentioned Larry Parks has also supported this group on
several occasions. Of the individuals mentioned by Reagan and his wife, those
known to the Los Angeles Office as being or having been members of the Communist
political Association or the Communist Party are as follows

t

Anne Revere Karen Uorley
Howard DeSilva Dorothy Tree
Howland Chamberlain Larry Parks
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Regan advised that recently an actor by the name of Lloyd Cough
appeared to be a particularly close friend of Karen Uorley and had very
vociferously supported Revere and Morley. Ha stated that Gough had recently
been named Chairman of the clique within the Guild which calls itself the
"Combined Actors Committee*. He related that this Committee includes in its
membership the element which he and his wife consider the radical element.
He also related tnat this group apparently meets separately, prior to the

Guild meetings and agrees on the policy it will follow at the meetings.
Lloyd Gough was identified as a member of the Communlat Party through a highly
confidential but very delicate source in Kay of this year. Through another
very reliable but extremely delicate source, it was ascertained that the records
of the Communist Party have reflected that 71 members are listed as actors
or actresses. Of this number, 5k have been verified through the Guild as
Guild members, li2 of which are In a current status. This verification was
made on July 31, 19U7.

The folloxring U2 persons currently in good standing with the
Screen Actors Guild are known to be members of the Hollywood Section of the
Los Angeles County Communist Party and/or former members of the Los Angeles
County Communist political Association. The Communist affiliations of these
actors and actresses are set out in Section I of this memorandum.

Georgia Backus Helen Beverly
Roman Bohnen Iloyd Bridges
Joseph Bromberg Morris Carnovsky
Howland Chamberlain Lee Cobb
Howard DeSilva Mary Jo Ellis
Virginia Farmer June Foray
Julie Gibson Jody Gilbert
Iloyd Gough Freddy Graff
Alvin Hammer Tom Holland
Victoria Home Victor Kill tan
Mark Lawrence Canada Lee
Norman Iloyd Ray Mayer
John (Skins) Killer

-
Patricia Idler

Karen Morley Ruth Nelson
Larry Parks Stanley Prager
Lucien Privel Anne Revere
Amelia Homano Shimen Ruskin
Robin Short Art Smith
Gale Sondergaard Dorothy Tree
Peter Virgo Ernest Whitman
lynn Whitney Buddy Tarus
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Screen Cartoonists Guild

Confidential Informant H^^^^^Hjl^^H3* the Los Angeles
Office advised that the Screen CartoonisTitfuTlawasorganized and founded
In the notion picture industry in Hollywood, California, during the Fall of
1939 as an independent union having jurisdiction over cartoonists, sketch
artists and animators who were engaged in the motion picture industry.

He related that this union continued as an independent union
until the Spr
with the AFL.
called at th
according to

Guild was Co

19U1 at which tine it secured a charter of affiliation
stated that after the charter was granted, a strike was
isney Studios which lasted for about hO days. This strike

brought out conclusively that the Screen Cartoonists
infiltrated and was evidenced by the fact that the

entire strength of the Communist machine in the Los Angeles and Hollywood
areas was thrown into the strike, resulting in the anti-Communist unions
in the studios entering the dispute to bring about a settlement* The strike
was settled on July 9, 19hl, with the Screen Cartoonists Guild gaining its
objectives by being recognized as the sole barganing agency for the cartoonists
and the Communists in the Cartoonists Guild considered this a major victory.

tion and ioutioin
;

elated that the persons chiefly responsible for the organiza-

g of tliis guild included the following individuals:

Herbert K. Sorrell
Ed U. Gilbert
Phyllis Lambertson
William Littlejohn

David Hilbennan
Arthur Babbitt
George £• Bodle

It should be noted with regard to the above that Herbert K.

Sorrell is a former Communist. His background is set out under the section
devoted to the Conference of Studio Unions.

Farty name is said to be
elated on Hay 2, I9li3, that

Concerning ravid Hilbennan,
William iolcal, Confidential Infoman
Hilberman was present at the Annual Communist Party May Day Festival held
at the Los Angeles Breakfast Club and was responsible for the cartoon which
was posted in that hall demanding a second front* Through a highly confi-
dential and very delicate source, it was ascertained that Hilbennan, on
October 5, I9u3i purchased a $25 Warjon^^^^u^^he^inmunist Party in
Los Anceles* Former paid informant ^^^^^^^^^^^HVthe Los Angeles
Office related in January, 19UU, tha^^fTBIrHn^^^WRhe Communist Party
in 1935 under the name of William Foldal and that he held 1939 Communist
Party. Book #3171.
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of the Union It has been possible to achieve more consistent de-
mocratic content in the regular governmental films themselves.
In addition, members of the Guild have undertaken to make films
for labor and police organizations* The first of these -was the
United Auto Workers cartoon 'Hell Bent for Election* which was
conceived and produced by members of the Guild.**

on June 1
California, advised
man McCabe, who are

cartoonists and artists in the motion picture industry, were contacting nu-
merous cartoonists who were then unemployed through the Screen Cartoonists
Guild and were making plans to put out a series of cartoon books for child-
ren as well as adults in order to influence their thinking toward Communism.
Uary Sherret told this informantj^^Bf that if children will follow these
cartoon booklets, it will result,^ffln^ney become adult, in their being mas-
ters of the machine rather than the machine mastering them. It should be
pointed out that there is no information available in Los Angeles reflecting
that any of the above three individuals are members of the Communist Party*

infonnants^^^^^^HjBknd
Talt Disne^sfuaTos^advised

Tts officef^n Union Hall at
6272 Yucca Street, Hollywood, California* According to^^^Hthere are ap-
proximately 800 members of the Screen Cartoonists Wiild^^u^of whom are un-
employed. According to all of the above mentioned informants, the Screen Car-
toonis-ts Guild held an election of officers on June 2li, 19l*7, at which time
the following individuals were elected who are members of the Communist Party
or who have indicated Communist sympathies:

Robert Carlson

Carlson, who was elected Treasurer of the Screen Cartoonists Guild,
was reported by Ur. Robert H. Coleman whose address is the YMCA in El Paso,
Texas, in June, 19U7, as having received Communist literature at the YjTCA where
he resided during his visit to- El Paso, Texas, in the latter part of 19U6.
Colaran also stated that Carlson talked openly In favor of Communism.

Maurice Howard

Maurice Howard was elected the Business Agent of the Screen Cartoonists
Guild. He was identified as a Conuiunist in Hollywood on 2/Z6/kS through a most
reliable and very delicate source. It is also known through an extremely reliable
but very delicate source that his wife, Evelyn, was also a member of the Communist
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Party. W^^HB^BMI^^^^^HHHHIi^^^^m^P^^pnlizabeth
Glenn in TosHngeles, it was ascertained that Howard was in frequent contact,
with Glenn during July, 1945, Glenn at that time being the orranizer for the
Coranunist Political Association in the Hollywood area.

i'ilton S. Tyre

-the le/-al Advisor for the Screen Cartoonists Guild. Through
paid informant of the ios Angeles tffice who furnishes

tuation conceTTTIn? the activities at the Los Angeles County Com.nini3t
Party headquarters, supplied data during July, 1945, indicating that Tyre was
amerober of the Communist Political Association, having transferred from the
59th A.D. Hranch tc the "ilshire-Fairfax 3ranch. T.iis report from this source
was also verified on .Tune 15, 1947, through a very reliable out highly delicate
source which r*- fleeted tiv t Tyre was still a Timber of Co -jnist l*r r v.- nr.i

that he had held r.e ibership in the Party for a period of tv.c years.

•.;illia:a "3ill" Hirrins

Hir^in^^whoY^^^i .nexber of the Bosrri of Trustees of t.iis Cuild,
was reported b;'^^^^^ft an infcrr.ant cf the Ios .inreies Office, to have
been very prc-C c^unis^arcr^ro-^iss^^^n nis speech while hn was in t-ie

United Jtates Amy at Camp Roach . f^^^^blsc reported that Hi^gin? ht.d

nunist Party literature in his pos^^^^W.

Cecil jeard

Beard is also a member of the Board of Trustees and has the
position of delegate in the Conference of Studio Unions. The Coixxunist
connections of Heard arc set out in Section I of this .rauorsndun whic ; will
reflect that Se&rd is a ..ember of the Co^.unist Party and a former .'.ienber

of the Communis t Political association.

Tho.r.as Eyrnes

Bvrne^^^^^rift.-iiber of the Board cf Trustees of the ''uild. Confidential
infornar.tHj^^^^^^Bcf the tos .\ngeles Cffice st?ted on July 20, 1947, that
he was weJ^ac^^^Pi^Pwith Byrnes who to his knowled e carried a wonan who is
a .cembcr of the Corcunist Farty. However, the infer- 'ant .was unable tc furnish
th* na.:c of Fym*s wif*. He stated that Byrnes acrces with and is unier the
influence of "aurice 'tovard and Cecil Beard, identified above.

It is .-?lso of interest to note that
Babbitt, the for *»r President of this or^aniza
rreat deal of 5hfluer.ee in the Guild, has now yc

sion to assist in making of .notion pictures.

sported that Arthur
rna one who has exercised a

.France o:« a to-ricrr.r-*



'•rT\o iefchitt that on tew 20, l%p,
a rannber of cartoonist* who spent several evenings each' *

BabbitVtei^mRPjjH^j^^^ Tor
endeavoring to influence other employees to becomt interested in Cflfwfst
*atter» and also for the distribution of Cominist literature.

Through a highly confidential but very delicate source, it was
ascertained that the following individuals who are screen cartoonists, are
eabersof the Comunlst Party. Their Coarainist Party affiliations are
set out in Section 1 of this nencrarduas

Cecil Beard
Vary Lou Eastman
Gillian Gray
Gordon Stewart

L'orton Diamondstein
Burton Freund
Spencer Peel
George Stone

Screen Office Employees Guild. !Jt Local 1391

_____ [jtudie Drivers Transpor-
tation Union, AF1 local JTT^^^^^^^^^^^^^^VToTTon Ficturc Alliance,
reported that the Screen CfHc^^^plOTeesuaiiaras orlfinully affiliated with
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paperhanrers of A._rica, .'»FL

Local 1391.

-» - _ *
He related that In 1945 when the Conference of studio Unions

called a strike in the film industry, all of the .neotbers of the Screen
Office Employees Guild were not in full accord with the provisions of the
strike* Consequently, about half of the members in the union went back to
work. !te also related that in the interim between the 1945 strike and the

current film strike, th . national labor Relations Scaro held an election
within t'w Screen CTfice Laployres Guild at which ti:?e the Screen Office
Enployees Guild voted to affiliate with the AF1 "Office Employees Industrial
Union 1** iccordiryly, the Screen Cffice Employees Guild no lonrer exists.

Cn July 24, 1947, this sane source related that at one time the

Screen Cffice Employees Guild was stronrly do-sinated by Uie CoftOiniat Party
and contained osmy Banters within its orranlzation who were meribers of the
Cooaonist Tarty. This source based his statement or. the lonr experience
and his observations of th* tactics and policies followed by various individuals
listed hereinafter who were members of the Screen Cffice Eoployees Guild as
of July 30, 194A.
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President:
Recording Secretary:
Financial secretary:
Treasurer:
*.Harden:
Conductor:
Crfanizer:
Special Crfanizer:
Business Representative:

Uargaret Bennett Calls)
Blanche Cole
Bernard Lusher (Luscher)
Claire Horpan
Jack Heed
Barbara Alexander (Barbara Myers)
Florence Contini
Vin Kelvin
Glenn Pratt

This sa.ne source related that in addition to the above, Herts Uerkvitz
who was .ae.-nber of the Board of Directors of the Screen Cffice Employees
Guild ar.u a delegate to the Central Labour Council, was a Coaununist.

Marraret Bennett (I'-arraret Bennett V.'ills j

The Comnunist connections of this individual are set out in Section I

of this :7ie;nGrari.;ur.i. It should be pointed out that she is at the present time
connected with the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. -Jhe is not at the
present time connected v.ith the Cffice Employees Industrial Union which succeeded
in Screen Cffice E-aployees Guild.

Elmc he Cole

Blancac CoIg cn July 26, 1943, was Educational Director of branch N
of the Northwest Section of the Los nnpeles County Corutunist Tarty, Record-
ing to" information 'received froii^avery reliable but extremely delicate
source, .'.ccordinf to infonnantJ^HHB she is not associated with the Cffice
Employees Ind'j atrial Union at t^^^^^rent ti.ne.

Bernard Lusher (luscher)

He is identified in Section I of this menorandiur. as a Co-irainist.

Harbara '•lexano.er (Barbara Vyers)

Barbara Alexander has also been identifiei in Section I as a
Co:n.nunist.

Kin Seivin

According tc a very reliable but extre.aely delicate source, in 1943
Seivin was a rne.-aber of the N'orthvTc^^^ection of the L03 Angeles County Caruunist
Party. In addition, infonnant^^^M^has related that Seivin recently raarried

Norval i). Crutcher, who has bel^^oentified in Section 3 as a for...er member of

the Cornraanist Party.
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Herta Uerkvit*

She has also been identified as a member of the Com7unis_t_E.arty
through former paid Confidential Inferrant ^m^h^^^m^^^^m^^^B wnQ
was a former uei.ber of the Conuunist Party.^B^MHBM^^^^^^^^^^

Inforrant^^^^Hrelated he believed that those individuals who
had Coraaunist connecTionsand v.ho were affiliated with the Screen Office
Ruployees Guild had for the most part dropped out of the Office Employees
Industrial Union and that there was no indication at the present tLns that
this latter union, the Office Employees Industrial Union, was under the
control of the Conrauiist elements.

Screen Directors Guild, Inc.

The Hollywood Studio blu-^ook directory, spring edition, 19V7,
lists 18 officers of t:ie 3crem directors ("Hiild, none o;' whoa have been
identified as Convrunists and therefore the na.ues of the officers and
directors are r.ot beinr set out. Through a very hirhly confidential and
most delicate source, it v.as ascertained t;iat 9 directors presently con-
nected with the ..icticn picture ir.uustry are or have been r.v\*.ibors of the
Coj;-nunist iV: rty. They arc set fcrtii as ;'nllovig:

Jack :?erry, Universal Studios
Louis -randt, assistant Director in charec °f i-rcductio;.

Audio Pictures, Inc.

Herbert iiibernsan, Freelance, unemployed at present
Jules Jassin, Offices of "ark Hellinger
Edward D..-yu-yk, IUX Studios
Cyril -Afield, Comet Pictures
Lester Fuller, Paramount Studios in 1945 (unemployed at present)
Benjardn Kadish, Tarly in 1947 Director for Kasscur studios, at

present making independent picture
Frank '-rir.;t 'iuttie, at present unemployed.

In addition to to* above, Confidential Infer.;:?: r.t ^^^^^^^^B who
is a i:ie..iber of the Hoard of Directors of the Screen *Ar i trrs u^Hc^^^resa that
the fcllov.'inr directors are not me-ubers of t!in Scr';vn Directors uuil-.i. "lov^evcr,

tuey have been identified through hirhly confidential but ..:ost v-'elicut*? sources
.as members of 1 Co;m.u.;5 st Party or the Ceramist rolitical Association.

Heroan itotstein, In 1945 employed by Columbia Studios
Sen S^iavj, an Assistant Director
Villi am Edward Vatts, Freelance Assistant Director
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1'usicians K'utual Protective Association m

(Local 2*7, American Federation of "usiciar.s, Affiliated
with the American Federation of Labor)

Los Angeles, who is the

erican f ederation of I'usicians, stated
ly 23, 1V4Y, ttiat tnis union, Thai ciana Mutual Protective Association,

Included all professional white musicians in the I os Anceles area.

The April, 1947, edition of the ;\islcians Directory, an official

has beer irient i i'ieJ <^s n >o. r.ui\ist is Lor. '*. "Vi'v.t, a ~.a.;.bc r of IV Iri-il

Tcird zt.C D^lcrate tc the Pasadena Central labor Council, '..'i.r'it v.-cs Xer.tificd
as a .!c.-:t>er oi' tar ~c::r.unist Party in A; ril, 19'*?, nosssssin" Zc\:nni~'<* Party
BocI; /=3o2G0 by c highly confidential and .nest delicate sourer.

Information concerninf this froup is set out in th° report of the
Joint Fact-Findin." Cora-:dttee of the California legislature cn Ur.-A;ierican

Activities for 1W+7, which reflects t'y-t fro-. 1937 to 1939, t> i resi :<:r.t cf
this rroup v.sc "^lifornia JLate Jenatcr, J:jcI-; L

1

. lenne; , '..-hose can-H^cy
h~cl oririn ,s lly b-on supported by a ~rcup of approximately Cc-;»; .ur.izt

farty ~r.... cr3, \cccrdin'- tc t.u report, iurinr Tonne;;-r f cilice, .ie

conducted an Ii.vcsti; alien of 'Jo^.nini s^n within thi? local \;hich resulted in a

nu:'iber cf expulsions. In 1939, lenney was defeated for reelection an^ accord-
ing tcr the report, ' since that time the activities of the uom.iUnists within the
union have resulted in its withdrawal fro.» affiliation with the I.cs .in-eles

Central I rbor 5cuncil an-j frc:i th* State Federation cf Labor. Ac corJin--* to

Wallace, succeedooienn^^^^^^e^^^^^mietc the fact that he had received
th«? Uo:.Liunlst suppcrt in t':>; union. ;Ie. relctcd t'mt durinr tan period fro;n

1939 until 19///, 'jallace cooperated viith tne Uc:a*unist ociburs of tho union
to such an extent fiat the Ccr^unists actually exercised control over the
policies of th« Iccal. lie related that th« local's constitution provider that
150 members constitutes a ^uoro.n -: nu that it v:aa extrercely iifficult to
secure an sttendar.ee as larre as this at a union .-noetinF. Consequently,
there have only been four ouorun .Meetings of the union durinr the past five
years vdth the result that the funeral merr.bership estimated at nearly 15,0C0
had no voice ir. the affairs of the local. According- to this source, the

_ Coraninists made numerous de.-iands upon "Aallace durinp the last Mationai Con-
vention of the rroup with which Wallace found it impossible to comply. As a

result, .ellace v.as severely criticized by this faction but indicated to this

source that fro\n now on he v.as through with the Communists. Each of the
following individuals are members in food standing of local 47 of the .Vnerican

!
. *

- uo -

0«



On

Federation of Jusicians. They have been identified through a highly con-
fidential but very delicate source as rae.ibers of the Comgunlat Political

Association as of January 16, 19^*5, or Conuninist Party as of *ay 17, 1947s

Doris Albert 5aimel Albert
Ulscha Altman Philip dass
KaLnan Dloch Kussell Brodine
I'orris Browda Uiriam G. Chass-an
Dor. Christlieb Beatrice Dassin
Paul Dessau Lina Di Fiore
Joe Sger Milton Feher
P.cy Frankson Endice ohapiro Gottlieb
Chas- Gould 1,'ax Gralnick
Sidney Greene Serre Hovey
Tanara Hovey Zia.r.ez lirlss
Gecrre Kast Eugene 3. Lohrman
Herbert lessner Sdnar Lustrarlen
lily I'ahler Herbert Cffner
Joseph Pass Georre Pepper
Faul Powell Esther Roth
Henry Koth Georre Sandell
Leonard Selic Cyril Tcv;bin

Alexander '/aid or* Fred 'iarren
itose "Vatkins ?Ior.i*in Granz
Gilbert Grau

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions

This organization was forced originally as the "E:nerrency Coia->ittee of
trtf? Hollywood Guilds and Unions" to combat the so-called "Fascist .Votion
Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals" and held its first
:aeetinr on T.'ednesday, Juno 2S, 1944, in Hollywood, California. The purpose
of this criminal rneetinc- v.as, according to an official announcement which
appeared in the Hollywood Reporter, to fet together representatives of 17
fuilds an; unions in the >iotion Picture Industry to set up a constructive
prorram durin? tlir war and after which would protect the industry and its
works fron anti -labor ana seni^Fascist attacks.

By vi=y of identification, it should be pointed out that the Nation
Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals, according to its
statement of principles has been set up believing in the Aericnn way o:' life
in an effort to cosbat Corrnunisn, 7ascis;a and kindred beliefs that sou.-: it

by subverri vp :;/2 !inr. to underline cur .Vicrican Govrrnrimt. Ccni'icenti.*>l Ir.fomant

^H^H^H^^H previously identified, nas related that sever" 1 meetings tool;
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place in order to formulate plane fcr an organization set up to conbat the
ITotion Picture Alliance. Cne of these meetings took place on February 7,
1%4> two days aftor th" publicity anncuncinr the formation ofthe "otion

"it was ascertained tn-t *aul
.ine, a Jalt;iur.ist functionary in Los Angeles and publicly identified,

according tc th" Voters 1 Heristration in Lcs Angeles, as a .neJber of the
Conumnist Party, met with Carl 'Vinter, the Fxecutive secretary of the
Los Angeles County Coonunlst Party, to consider ways and means to attack the
Uotion Picture Alliance.

A surveillance on ?'arch 2, 1944, by Agents of the Los Anreles
Office rrfl«ctec that the followinf Comnunists fathered at Sardi's itastaurant
to formulate a t^'O't-j -i: rected against th: "ction Picture Allinncs:
Elizabeth I*»ach, Miliar Po iterance and Heorire Pepper. Likewise a conference
was had between John Mo*.:ard lav;.;on, leading Coranunist fur.ctior.ar; in the
llotion Picture Industry, and Hobert ilcssen, former President of the .Screen
V.'riters Guild, and Hollywood Viriters Mobilization, identified in Section I
of this .T.enor=m \u>\ as ^ Cor^nunist, v»:

i±j <illiar.» Generanee tint tho icrcen ->rit<jrs C>uild shcuic start
th«? bill rollin in for dr.- an attack cn thr I'otion r'ict :re ^llianoo. laws on sur-
restcd V.^t th** fttack bp ,'.a"ie a - ainst ;^r^.cns v;\\o were l-->adiji- the .Vol ion ticture
Alliance an<: tint th<* attack be v:orded in such a way to indicat? thai the
persons responsible for the "otion Ticture Alliance r.ere arainst the »ap effort.
Throurn this" technical source, it was also ascertained that a ewetin/" >-as held
durinr !>rch, 194A, at the home of Albert Valtz, screen writer whose CorL-mnist
affiliations are set out in Section I, to further formulate plans tc fi L-ht

th". Motion Picture Alliance. At this .rmeting, Agents surveillin/" the residence
of :*a]Lz identified such act?ve Co.*runist functionaries as Lester Cole and
Elizabeth leach.

it v.as ascertained that a conference was had between lav; son arn Katz
on "ay 2, 1944 v relative to tllO "dirt the Cor*;wnist Party vjas then attempting
to uncover cQncorni.nf/ the Motion Picture Alliance leaders", iiy way of identi-
fication concerning the Katz with whom lav;son held this conference, it should be
pointed out that this individual is Charles Katz, a Los .indoles attorney whom
John leech, r;hen testifying before a Los Angeles County Grand Jury, identified
.a3 a CorjTunist i'arty :nenber. John Leech himself is a for:ner Cosuunist Party
Crranizer in Los Anreles.

13*



Cn l!ay 9, 1944, an article appeared in the VJest Coast Goasunlst . .

newspaper, the People's Y/orld, listing 36 film unions and guilds which sent
delegates to a irteetinfc on Vay 2, 1?A4» This meeting was called according
to former Confidential Informant,^HH^HH^HHH^of the los Angela

3

Cffice, to formulate plans for the^rfamzaPionLODe set up which would fight
the Motion Picture Alliance*

Cn ray 16, 1944, throu-h1

k
it was ascertained that Dalton Truinbo, Coicraunist screen writer, conferred

witn Lawson concerning the Motion Picture Alliance* Cn this occasion, Trumbo
indicated he had prepared a report which set out the lon£-rani;e prorra:n beinp
planned by the Cc/srmnist Party in its attack against the ''otion Picture Alliance*
Trumbo stated that tin* opponents of the '.'otion Picture Alliance should be prepared •

to offer a constructive prorran in contrast to the - otion Picture Ailiav.ce's

destructive one. Trunbo stated that it was necessary to held a :nass ;.\ei:ting and

suggested the use of the Publicists Guild in obtaining the widest possible press
space concerning the meeting. It was Trumbo's opinion that the primary aims of this
meeting should be a complete exposure of the L'otion Picture Alliance. Trumbo
believed that it should be brought out at this meeting the inability of the

L'otion Picture Alliance to name one single picture containing their objective
(Coatunist propaganda). Trumbo believed that this v.as a very vital point
inasmuch as he <iid not feel that this organization could attack a specific
motion picturr without attacking specific picture producing* organizations and
at that moment the ''cticn Picture Alliance would be riving th" opposition new
allies* Trumbo indicated the ruilds and unions shoul.: consider their
economic interests, in the postwar world as beinr one that directly coincides
with Che economic interests of the producers and of the industry as a vjhole*

Trumbo also indicated that the economic interest of all was directly dependent
u£on the kind of pictures made.

He -nenlicned that the '/otion Picture Alliance was arainst shaping
the contents of a movie for any other purpose than that of inaklnp ".oner.

He also felt that they proposed to chan£e the world cf notion pictures,
thereby doinf exactly what the Motion Picture Alliance was fi r;.htinfr. Son—
cernin*; Trumbo, it sncuid be pointed out that ho is a Communist screen
writer and that his Comrainist~tonnections are set out in Section I of this
memorandun^Inr^Dy^^^^^^^^^Tieetini- held on itay 16, 1944, Confidential
Inforjnant ^^^HH^^^^^^^^^^^HFcî the Los rtn£"eles Office a
former Communist }'artyir?nDer^staTea that the idea was stressed to emphasize
to the Public the role the .-notion pictures played against Fascism as well as the
role pictures will play in the postwar world. He stated that this proposed
organization ras Comnunist inspired and v;as created to fi.-ht "r^-"* baiting".
He stated that if this proposed organization was successful it would help further
Communist Propaganda in the motion picture industry.
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He related that most of the individuals attending this meeting • „
+ her Communist Party members or active Communist Party supporters.

•elated that on June 6, 1944, at the Screen Cartoonists Hall,

"a meeting which was called "an emerrenc^meetinr of the
Hollywood Guilds and Unions". According to^^^f^M' approximately IS
persons were present, including Robert ilosen^^^^^^W^a3 Chair-nan;
T.7illiara Pomerance; Herbert K. Sorrell and Lester Cole, all of whom have been
identified in Section I of this memorandum as beinf or having been members
of the Conrainist Party or Cojocunist Political Association*

The Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions as previously pointet

out, was actually forced on June 23, 1944. According to Infor.:ianl

ne of the purposes for which the Council was built was tc"

<n any individual jroup who attempts to ac^^^^^^^^c^^ir.ist. front organ-
izations in motion pictures". According to^^^^^^H '.he Hotion
Picture Alliance was to be attacked f ro;n ali^ffl^Bsana^onnected with
everythinr subversive. It was to be accused of Fascism, an'v-i-De.nocracy,

anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism, anti-Nepro, anti-labor, anti-3ritish, nnti-
Soviet, etc., so that the Motion Picture Alliance would have nothing left to
throw back -it the Co.urunists without beinr a "copy cat."

Informant ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H oticn
related t*iet 17 ^uil^^^^n^^^^^^j^nH^W^^Snouncer^nt o;' l:if. :'cr::=it,icr. cf

the £"Krrcncv Committee of Hollywood Guilds and Unions.

Cn January *0, 1947, throuph a hi.rhly confidential but very
delicate source, it was ascertained that there were 7 unions affiliated
with the Conference of Studio Unions which belonged to the Council and that
tnere were 2 International Alliance of theatrical Stage toiployees locals,

2 independent unions am one AFI union which comprised the m-^uberohip of the

Council at that time. These were as follows*

Screen Story Analyst Guild
Screen Cartoonist Guild
Screen Costumers Guild
Film technicians
Film Electricians, local 40
achinists Guild
Musicians LocpI 7^-7 (This is not the utsiciana union to wnich

musicians in the stuaio3 belon*~)

Painters t'nicn

Screen Publicists Union
Screen Supervisors Union
Screen Set Jnccratcrs
Screen '.Vriters Guild
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This source related that the Council had lost, fnainly because
of the difficulties over the current filrr strike, t> Screen Actors Cuild,

t'.\p. Screen Cffice Xmployees Cuild and I'usicians Local ffU7» Informant
•elated th*s Council Had supported all "lef

t

-^inr.

Tiiin
-

t'le labor movement. " This source/
stated or. July 24, 1947, that a radical element packed tie first

t^cf the Council and took it over. He expressed the opinion the Council
was strictly Cojanmist dominated, and, although the Council was relatively
domant at t.he present time, it wust still be regarded as a 'force in the

rs'iical labor ninr* and will probably spring out soon in support of the third
party T.rve.nent. '/ith regard to thn present officers, the Latest report
available concerning the officers of tha 'Icllyvood Guilds an J t'niens v;as

found in th« I!'.iiyvcoou £0porter for ?*arch £, 194?. "his publication
refl*ct*d tho I'cllov.in- ci'fic«rc of 'Jv Ccurcil \!cr°. elected:

Chair: an:
Vice C.iain^n:
Secre tary-1 reasurer:
3c2rd of Directors:

I.:?.ry C. TcCall, Jr.

Vi'il Ilarvey

Ted Ellsworth
John n. f'artin

Bill Blwiitz
Tin 5elvin

Hcv;ard liGtabrook

oif i.'esaeircth

(Serpen '.."ritrrs Cuild)
(Screen Actors Guild)
(Motion Picture Costu ::ers)

(Film technicians)
(Screen Publicists Guild;
(jcrecri Cff:!ce ?;pjlovees

Cuild)
(jcrecn Writers Guild'
{."cvin ricUjre j'aintrrs,

kc I , Lccul Cu4J

Cf- the'above listed individuals, '-'in jelvin an^ bill "ilovdtz are
knovjn Cc.vuinists and tV>ir co.n;unistic connections are set out in oecticn I

of* this .'fi.uorarr.un.

It snould alsc be pointed cut that r>.rrarct Bennett ..ills accepted
' tion of executive ^eergta^^cf t.'ue Council acccrdir- to Infor.umt
in February, lc^i .fl^^^^^R-rlp te j that she indicate*: s.ie uas fcrnxrly
:t of the Screen Cf^^^^B^qyc«s Cuild and a delecat* to the Central

Labor Council. /ills* CorurunisL connections are set out under Section I of

this memorandum. —



COSITNIST INFILTRATION OF LABOR GROUPS

(October 2, 1947 to February 5, 1948)

Conference of Studio Unions

Alliance o^^WaTriTal^tagerS^o^e^^TIS of the minutes
of the Conference of Studio Unions for the years 1942 through 1944, which
tend to prove that the Conference of Studio Unions was "completely dominated
by persons within the Corainunis^rbH", Certain portions of these minutes
to support tlic above remark ofHHBire set out licreinaftcr*

Cn Movember 25, 1942, the minutes of the Conference of Studio
Unions stated as follows:

"V.'e can formulate a program which includes labor management
committees, influencing picture content, solution of production
problems so that the smallest amount of material and manpower
can be used in helping the war effort. V.'e must work for and
accomplish a maximum all-out vrork program."

Cn January 13, 1943* the minutes of the Conference of Studio Unions,
under a section entitled Communications, stated: "Letter from Dave Golden,

UOFJAi No. *109 In "Mew York presenting resolution concerning Paramount • s 'For

V.Tiom The Bells Toll 1 and kTZI's 'Tennessee Johnson 1 ." This resolution was

made by Bernie Lusher and seconded by Morval Crutcher. (3oth of these indi-
viduals have been identified as Conaunists through highly confidential and

delicate sources.) The letter is set out as follo;Ts:

"'.HKRi^S: Metro-Goldwyn-ilayer has produced a film titled 'Tennessee Johnson'

dealing with the life of Andrew Johnson, who succeeded to the

presidency of the United States on the assasination of Lincoln;

and
~*

"V/IflCtEAS: The film deals with a conflict between President Johnson and

Thaddeus Stevens, leader of the Republicans in the House, wherein

Johnson is depicted in a most sympathetic li^ht as a misunderstood

man who fought to carry out Lincoln's democratic reconstruction

policies and Stevens is portrayed a3 a politician who pursued



highly questionable objectives not in accord with Lincoln's
policies; and

TJHSREAS: It is historical fact that Johnson, only President against whom
impeachment proceedings were held, contributed mistily during his
tenure of office to the destruction of Lincoln's Reconstruction
policies which would have guaranteed the development of economic
and political democracy in the South, while Stevens was a statesman
who fought for the fulfillment of the principles for which the
Civil V.'ar *r<i= fought, who gave strong support to President Lincoln's
policies, tvhose life-long struggle for the extension of democracy
throughout Africa won for him the love of the people, Hegro and
v.hito; and

YTHEEEAS: The film 'Tennessee Johnson 1 has already been ren12.Cc several times
due to the protests at the historical distortion portrayed therein;

THEPJLITQilL BS IT HZiSCLVED: Tliat the Conference of Studio Unions (representing
6000 employees in the motion picture industry) express its belief
th~t the release of this film, even in its present form, vroulu be
destructive of national unity and that - :etro-Golchvyn-Mayer be urged
to scran tie film and make more patriotic uce of both raw film
stock and finished ilLn product."

"HLSGLUTIOi: 11

,p.(KticiAS: Paramount Pictures is producing a filn
version of Ernest Hemingway's 'For "ihoni

The Eell Tolls', a novel which dealt
with the struggle of the Spanish people
against the Fascist invasion of their
Republic in 1936-33; and

"ViKI^AS: The newspapers and film trade press re-
port Cfiat the producers of this fiLu
are, with the approval of the State
Dspartnent, showing it to representatives

of the present Fascist government of Spain
for censorship and approval in order that

the film should not offend that govern-
ment; and

- Ul -



•nvHItflEAS: It is a fact that the present govern-
ment of Spain achieved power with the
military aid of German and Italian
Fascism and maintains very close re-
lations with those enemies of the
United States^ .

-

"THErfcFCKE B3 IT RESOLVED; That the Conference 6f
Studio Unions (representing six
thousand employees in the motion
picture industry) protests this
censorship of an /.nerican film by a
Fascist foverrunent, that we express
our belief that the American Filn
Industry is responsible only to the
.American people and peoples of the
United nations, who are waging a war
of survival against Fascism, and that
this action on the part of the State
Department and Faraiaount Pictures is
not in the interests of our Nation 1 s

end our .'.llies* war effort."

On f.nrch 10, 1943* the minutes revealed that a motion made by one

______ Gilbert and seconded by Bernie Lusher indicated "that the Conference
of Studio Unions (CSU) go on record opposing the making of the film based
on the life of Rickenbacker and refer the natter to the executive board for
action* Hotion carried."

On June 9, 1943, under a section entitled "Cld 3usihess", the minutes
read: "The question of the KLckenbacker picture was raised again, pointing
out that Twentieth Century Fox is going right ahead with this production. 11

A motion was made by William Pomeranee (a member of the Communist Party who
has been identified as such through a highly confidential and delicate source)

and seconded by one *Tlead, which read as follows:

"That we write letters to Green, Uurray and the

Brotherhoods suggesting that letters of protest to the

making of the picture be sent from all internationals
and that we send letters suggesting like action to

all local district counsel bodies of the three
organizations.

"Motion carried."



On October 13, 1943, the minutes read as follows: "A report was
*

made of the motion taken by the Central Labor Council at its last meeting
authorizing sending of a letter to Gary Cooper asking 1 that he does not
accept the role in the Rickenbacker picture vdth a copy to go to the Screen
Actors 1 Guild." This motion was made by T ailiara Pomerance, previously iden-
tified as a Communist. The letter, on the stationery of the Conference of
Studio Unions, read as follows:

"October 18, 1943

"I!r. Gary Cooper
11%0 Chaparal St.
Los Angeles 24, Calif.

"Dear L'r- Cooper:

"As you no doubt already know, organized labor throughout the country has
been deeply incensed by the anti-labor activities of Captain Lddie llic ken-
backer. The Conference of Studio Unions, representing six thousand union
workers in the motion picture industry, is perturbed at the recurrent
rumor that you will portray Captain Rickenbacker in the 20th Century-Fox.
film slated for early production.

n\% do not wish to detract in any way from the courage Captain Rickenbacker
- displayed in his dramatic rescue at sea. V.

:e do feel however, that he has

forfeited his claim to heroism by exploiting his adventures to the detri-
ment of the war effort through his anti-labor expressions.

"On the other hand you have always been identified on the screen as a true
American embodying the love of all people — labor and other.vise — which

is the essence of our democracy.

n
'.7e feel that if you play Captain Rickenbacker in the proposed film, the

loss vdll be two-fold: you will do a disservice to the public in making

them believe Rickenbacker is
-
a real hero — obviously the filia will not

show him in his anti-labor role; and you will do yourself a great dis-

service because to the men and v.-omen of labor who know Rickenbacker for what

h« is, you will lose your identification vdth greatness.

"^e therefore ask you to state definitely that you vdll not portray lddie

Rickenbacker in the 20th Century-Fox picture,"



"Sincerely yours,

Herbert K. Sorrell
President

•

"HKSjbc
sceg/1391
cc: James Carney, Pres. Screen Actors Guild."

According to InforrmntJ^^^^^^^J in his opinion the above samples
constitute a perfect example of Howc^Hoor union can control the content of
a --notion picture by declaring it "unfavorable to labor". He continued by
pointing out that when Captain £ddie itickenbacker returned from the Soviet
Union and praised the Russian soldiers, all the protests concerning the film
based on the story of his life were dropped by the Conference of ctudio
Unions

•

It should be noted that in the review of the testimony c^vc:i before
the October Hearings of the House Committee on Un-Anerican Activities, ref-
erence was made to these sane films, namely, "Tennessee Johnson" and the life
of Rickenbacker. This reference is set out in Section VI of this memorandum.

The "Los Angeles Herald and Express" dated October 28, 1947,
carried an article which reflected that members of the AFL Screen Set Decora-
tors on October 28th asked the Hollywood Studios to return them to their jobs

which they had abandoned over a year ago to support the strike of the Con-

ference of Studio Unions, The Union voted that it would no longer penalise

its members for crossing studio picket lines, which action was similar to

that taken just previously by the Painters* Union, Local (;'644, on the recom-

mendation of Herbert K. Sorrell. The Business llanager of the Carpenters 1

Union, Local ?|'946, James t!. Skelton, whose union originally called the strike,

stated that the Local would continue to picket lines but would not make an

effort to stop the former strikers from soing into the studio. The Decorators 1

Local £1421 declared: "In recognition of the severe hardship and the tremen-

dous sacrifices endured by the loyal members since September, 1946, this

Union nav declares that those members who feel compelled to do so my return

to studio employment." Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, de-

clared that this action was not a "crackup" of the strike and asserted:



"This is not a settlement. It is not a capitulation to the IATSE or to the*

producers. There is no thoutfit of Painters' Local ;/644 quitting the present
fi^ht for jobs with the studios."

Concerning the testimony given at the Hearings of the House Com-
rdttee on Un-American Activities that ATX i-btion Picture Painters 1 Union Local
,|644 tow donlnated by Connunists, the Union itself published an open letter
refuting these remarks in the "Hollywood Citizens 1 news". "This publication,
on November 12, 1947* carried .1 copy of z letter ifcich the Union had mailed
to the Speaker of the House, Representative Jos <3oh iirtin, in which a strong
denial was ra=de of these allegations. The letter pointed out th^t the Union
officials had iil-jcl a non-Coununist affidavit required by the Taft-'Iartley

l*vw and vtas ci-neu by the officers which v* ere headed by Vobert jvask. The
officers also included Herbert K. Sorrell. Worrell iv.s been identified as a

former nonber of the Convnmiist Part/ by tic California i;tate Committee on
Un-American Activities headed by Senator Jack 3. Teuney,

Screen Writers 1 Guild

The Jcreen "."riters 1 Guild, as early as -eptcuber, 1947* announced,

publicly that it intended to fight the probe which was being conducted by
the House Committee on Un-American Activities.

Articles which appeared in the Trade Press "The Hollywood Reporter'1

and the "Daily Variety" of September 10 and 11* 1947* mentioned that the

Screen "..raters 1 Guild had been split over two main subjects* (1) a proposed
royalty of one percent of the take on all films, which was to go to the Screen

"Titers' Guild; (2) a move by Lhraett Lavery, at that time President of the

Screen ".'riters 1 Guild, to have all executive board members sign the non-Ccn-
rrunist affiliation certificates. Hie "Hollyvrood Citizens 1 News" on flovenber

12, 1947, carried an article which reflected that James II. Cain, a member of

the Guild and the purported author of the proposed "American Authors 1 Authority",

told fellow members of the Guild that it was loaded with Conrounists. Cain re-

portedly sent a letter to all Guild members in connection with election which

was to held in the near future within the Guild in which he asserted that the

charges made by writer iiupert Hughes, Congressman J. Parnell Thomas and State

Senator Jack 3. Tenney that the Guild teams with P.eds is true "whether we

like it or not". Cain also likened the Guild magazine "Pravdushka" to the

lesser "Pravda", ?jdscow newspaper that is the mouthpiece for Stalin.



On December 1S>, 1947, a meeting was called by the Screen Writers
Guild where the members of the organization were to discuss co-operating with
the Producers* Committee concerning the itand on employment of Communists
within the industry. On the day previous to this meeting, December l*th,
Billie Davenport, the mother-in-law of Screen writer Waldo Salt, indicated
that Waldo Salt had just informed her that his option had been taken up
by REO and that he was to be out of a job after finishing the script for
the coming picture, "Ivanhoe'". She stated that Dore Schary. Executive Pro-
ducer at RKO, talked to Waldo for more than an hour and a half and had
explained to bin that BXC'a action was not for political reasons but be-
cause it had been necessary to cut down. According to Davenport, Waldo was
not taken in by this talk and was certain in his own mind that Pore had been
told to ;ret

'ougn^ this
same source. It. was aSGUr'tainea ;nat on December 14th, i>aiT reminded a few
people in the Guild of the meeting scheduled for December 15th. On this
occasion, he pointed out that in a conference with Senary,, the latter stated
he wanted to secure everyone *s opinion and was urging the screen writers not
to criticise the producers and to assure the people that this ratter of
firing and black-listing would happen only to the five so far involved. Senary
explained his change in attitude by remarking: "Back in 1938, wo had the
worst muddle^ of our waters, 'Peace in Our Time', and I think the producers
just say 'Peace in Our Tiire'.*1 Salt indicated that he could not help but
agree that Senary 's stand was his only way out.

Op December 15, 1947, approximately five hundred members of the
Screen Writers' Guild met with representatives cf the Producers* Committee to
discuss the latter 1 * actions concerning the matter of handli ng Communism
the motion picture industry. Screen writers fl^^^^H||^H|Hand
in referring to the meeting, were emphatic in^W^^^^ffla^^he tv..*,-..^^,
usual, were able to control tho conducting of the meeting. These sources
stated that Dalton Trumbo, screen writer, brought the crowd to attention when
he attacked Schary, Tfanger and Edward J. Jfannix as being liars, hypocrites
and thieves. Trumbo's first fiery outburst followed an appearance before the
Guild of three producers who came to request the writers to "lay off the pre-
sent situation, and instead of criticism of producers,who fire Communists, to
work with the producers in an all-industry public relations campaign*. Accord-
ing to these sources, Schary spoke to the writers rhile Nannix and Wangor
sat on the speakers* platform. After Schary finished his speech and the
producers left the meeting, Trumbo was successful in grabbing the microphone
and shouted i "These three men have come here to force their weasel-minded



policies down the throat of this Guild. I want to denounce than for what
they are, liars, hypocrites and thieves." These sources stated that -.Then

the audience quieted down, Trumbo continued by stating: "First," said
Trumbo, "take this hypocrite, Dore Senary, who has betrayed every pinciple
this ©xild was founded on. Read his testimony in v/ashington. I came back
on the same train with him. xhree times he sent for me, finally I saw him
and for an hour I told him to his face what a hypocrite he was. Then this
llannix. IXiring the last year and a half time and again he' has told me he
didn !t care if Communists were working at Metro. During the last strike he
told me to be quiet because he felt just as strongly as I did against the
red-baiting tactics of Hoy Brewer. And V.anger I that idiot hasn ! t made one
public utterance in the past live years that he hasn't begged me to write for
him. Everything he's ever said 1 had to write for hira. Kven .-nore then that;
during the United Nations fleeting in San Francisco he telephoned me long ois-
tance, got me an A-X priority to fly to Frisco and had me ghost the speech
for Edward Stettinius. I worked five nights on that speech with Y."anger and
.Stettinius. Ho-.-/ they come liere and ask you, my fellow guild members, to turn
your back on me when I am fighting for a principle that concerns every man in
this room. I haven't ch Ringed one tit during the past year arid a half. I am
now what I was then. Are we £oin~ to be swayed by this lying hypocrisy?".

The informants pointed out that Trumbo' s remarks actually were
made before the producers were able to leave the roo::i, a:xi that they followed
Schary's arguments to the £;roup. According to the ce courccs, t'chary eiqiresLcd

the ra.sh-. : t!jat: - '-'In tlic spot I am in tonight I v;ould much rather be down
tiEre with you than up here. You know how I felt in '..asiiin^ton, but I work
.for ?j;C; they, determined the policy. I voted against that policy but new I

believe in it. Cur job ir public relations. The producers told me that as
soon as the spotligiit is removed tilings will get back to the way they used
to h?. 7e !i^vc got to make the people of .'uncrica regain confidence In our
industry. T

-'e need your help. 'Ye acl; you to please be onticnt about the

first two points of our program. V.
re do not ask that you endorse or coudonej

only be patient. V.e ao asl; that you assist us in our public relations job."

The focal point of the meeting was a statement of policy adopted by
the newly elected all-Guild board, which submitted it to the membership for
its approval, oo'ie of the important points in this declaration of policy were:

(a) Recognition that there was a Communist menace in America;
(b) The expressed belief that both the Thomas Coniaittee and the Communist

Party were equally subversive;



(c) Disapproval of three members of the Screen liriters* Guild rho testified
as friendly witnesses in V.'ashineton, because they made public utterances
to the effect that the Guild was Consmonist-dominated;

(d) Disapproval of the actions of the ten witnesses who refused to answer
the questions;

(e) Criticism of the four members of the Screen writers 1 Guild among the
"unfriendly witnesses" for refusing to say whether or not they r/ere
members of the Screen 'Jriters 1 Guild. "3y doine thi's? the statement
continued, "They placed the Guild and the Conmunist Party in the eyes
of the public as two similar organization".

Two resolutions were affixed to the statement of policy. They were
as follo'.-s:

1. The Guild will appear as amicus curiae in the civil suits to be insti-
tuted arainst the studios by the writers who hav. been fired for Communist
activity, and the Guild will supply "the best available counsel" to this
end.

2. The Guild vail coi.&at any effort on the p3i*t of the producers to forn a
blacklist of writ ere for their Communist activity, and will begin its
fir! it in the for.:v o£ a court injunction to restrain the producers from
firing any more '.rriters.

The informants who reported on this meeting stated that following the

introduction of the statement of policy there was a free-for-all battle for
its defeat led by writers Trunbo, Albert Malta, Lester Cole and Ring Lardner,
'Jr., all of whom have been cited for contempt of Congress. The statement of
policy was finally passed at 1:00 a.m. by a slender margin of two votes. Llany

supporters of the statement of policy, however, began to speak in favor of a
move to reconsider, which broucht another vote, and by a two-thirds uar^in to
reconsider, the measure was passed and the statement of policy was tabled by
an overwhelming vote. These sources stated that many of the anti-Communist
numbers of the Guild had left the meeting when the vote was announced on the

statement of folicy. VJhen tTiese departing members had left, it was the sajsa

old story; the Communists outlasted their opponents and won the battle at

2:00 a.m.

An intercstinc sidelirht was pointed out by screen writer ^^^^^m
[Oncernin

;

~ the derogatory remarks made by Trurabo ;dth regard w senary.

vccorai.n;j; to this source, screen writer Don Kartman took the floor to defend

Gchary. Kartman pointed out that Senary had spoken out in Washington for

political tolerance as he did in New York, and that Senary had tried to get



3CG to vote dnrn thi* Action on the part of the orocucers. Hart*?n «6rrt on*
to sry tteV Soh*ry wot*ld ™ave to violate a ooo£ld«oo«. but that >• thou^tit
under the cYhsuastanoe* 3Sfca*y cdbld be"excused fbi^ dolor so* Bo told ttsfc
Ceh«*y ha 9 t* t«** yii^itfettoftlor ^tiit and Hf he rtilts, ft* l****
th« h?-v*5 of the <?fc*«r vi**. stated that he "ot"ll* di^tti>ct .

pression that Ccbary *Jts ^oin^TTon^ith tho aroducers so tint t*e pott of-

EwcutiTP Producer at HSO would not jo to an ftntl-Scemmiitrand that, of •*

course, Senary is naturally interested In the Day check of C8,000 a week.

Curing the debate previously referred to, Trurabo spoke in a dis-
p^r^in? rranner about the three writers who had f.cted as "friendly witnesses*
before the Ilov^e Conmittee on Vn-.'-merican Activities. ?rumbo said thrt he
Trould *non;-*cu?Ty write t!-<ese thro 3 vriters intn the ooorhouse. lie said that
he would uterely adopt ' pen r.^mxi and continue writ^nf, and th ftt tfnless it. was
necessary to hive him in for story conferences his identity nd^ht not be re-
vealed.

Confidential Infom-'it^^^^^V 2 screen writer, st.?ten +h=t
the ?nti-Oonmunist =*ro<ips v.ithin Tn^^^^r^l^^t riters 1 Guild are "tteantinf; to
establish a Dro^ vritin~ *--isten rl.ereb" t**'cy c*n cr,p,trn1 voting, p s they .

believe t-ii^y outnnnber tit- Qormunist ^rcun. It should b« tinted that i*j the
n^st t'iFy bo'jn in^ctiv*: ^^n.ie^uer'tl^, th^Cj^lO :*r been crntr'-l.Ttr by
the Scnminist ""cuo. zn^cA n:- to I'»fVr -^4^L^L^L^Lr p ^ *"" r nDi"'*°n

t!i=»t the effort? t»ken by the innustry to < aTW^Trin<; cert- in of t.h©

, unfriendly witnesses is strictly window dressing, and t x?t they hope t ie oub-
lic "Kill feel tn*it" ^ioll'T^cod 1 3 house" hos been thoroughly cleaned, !Ie said
th-t ^or^ham i'?lfcrsky, screen writer, who h*-s previously been identified as
> Ccmrrui^ ?t t "rourh a

. hi hj.y confidenti*-l en/ delicate souroe, *.;as bein;
'•r^ora^d to t?ke over Jr-hn IIo? - rd Larson's position ^ top Ccixiunistr- functionary

in the Ouild ™*.6 the Kcllywood cultural groups, 'ie wcs a ^omaunist ccnsoirntor
in l?bor sire]*?? befT9 hf- heebie a tiriter and, ?cc -Hin'' to this source,

rn -ht .e*^ 1-'' ed '-z *» ^t^rjh ch--rector one thorou-v ly ?chooled in street

fl^htin* -no v'-»l*nt revrVition-17* t»st£<ss»

The -o-» ^*eles ZzHv i;«*"s on J^uary 1A, 19AS, reflated that

r^^een ""riters Mid >-eid ? -leeWn^ in tiie Kollvwiorf . onev-lt ::->tel on

January 3 3, 1«/. 1*. .'.t neetin^ the -re5 live c-.ucus" ras defe-ted in .

t.'.sir nttenrt tr f1 *»ht the bl»e> listin^ of writers sited fcr c^ntemnt by thr

"cuse 3oinrdttee on 'Jn-.vicricnn Activities. ;.t this meetly, t""fi new r resident,



Sheridan Gibney, of the Scree»-Writers Guild aaMunoad that attorney Thuima- -

'.mold owm retained *(y the *3uild WT defend .th* three writers whc 5f*,^g£ V
brought civil action efalAst the ur.Jor producers follaerine their diacbmrgil
These writers pre dn» Lavdnar, Jr»^ discharged, by 20th Cesfciry ?ox, =.nd Ealton
Trurabo as well *s tester Sole let out by 11^'. According to Gdhtwy, ' r. SxnD&i
hid accepted the retainer provided his lav partners give their toorovml*

Screen Actors r'ulld

The ~creen .'.c tors' r-uild held its annual election on September 16,
19A7. -'t this pectin" a "evolution to tht effect that no Conoanists or persona
Hth Oonr.uni-t • ffili.-»t1 on* coulc b* rj\ officer of the Tutld was adopted. This
action r.-iS publicizec in the notion nict *.-«•• trade laacarine "Variety* •on.

-

-

r-eccaber 17, l?/»7* It should be noted, however, . that Larry Psrtrs andvjAw***^ ^
levere were both elected to the ilxecutive Poard. These individuals hare been
identified previously in this nenorancum as ^onrxmists. "

.

*

On Leceiuber 3, 19^*7, notion picture actressfl^^^^^H^dvise'* that
the "creen Actors' Tuild anoesrs to be waging a aucceSR^to keep oat
radical actors anC actresses from executive oositions. 3hp r.*.ic there yierc a

few, however, -.'no mysteriously seemed to rernein in positions of ^roeirtence within
the or^ni in, v.hi'::i .7,,;-b1 «» t*-« radical touo to b-*in^ rbout c'jssord. Ssee
of Lhe r-idical actors and nctresscs identified *s aoscible ^n.rrninists by this
source were Howard r?£Jlva, Lloyc Toff, Lr.rry Pgrks^AIcrar^erTncx, " aren
Tories, Hume ^ronyn, and Anne Severe* According to|^H|^^Hv executive
officer Donald learan was endeavorin-r to keep the ra^WP^^^RWs ont of con—

trollin* positions in the "Juilc.

^^^^^^^Ltteition was attracted to Jane Strucwiclf, sl?o Vnorm as Jane
Qhe :

-oarci^T5?co^?f»hn ;henD&rd, the actor. Jane -tnidwicfc h=d the reoutati on

Df be! n«r very influential benim' the scenes in dlnvstiw Jortiunist oolicy for

v^riour ori»ani zr.ti onr in 'inllvwood particularly in the A-^ricin "ete

s

Conrdttee, "cvr.rlv "ill^ Fo*t. This infor:«ant subsequently identified "trucwick

as bein • identical ,.ith T?ne^ead, a person whoa she knew duxin? the e»rly oart

of ' orld >r II when TV*d waT actively eivra^eo in raieinr ffcrdw for the towela*

.

:r belief, lead was "t thr.t'tinft allegedly raising ?175,00O for this relief

organization at a Shrine Vuditorlum ^tierin-; darin* the early oart of the w*r.

Vcad has always been susDected of bein? a Dctanunijt by tliis source. ?his belief

wis based Driru rily uoon the associations of lead who i« knovn to be close to

"orrard Tj?Silva and Herbert ->ibernan in the Hollywood left win-- circle. According

to this source, Jsne Strunwick specif! enllv claim* to be associated with th*

- 56 -



British Ministry of Information commonly referred to as "BICE". Strudwick is
knoim to be a contact of^yjuraberjf British visitors in Hollywood particularly
the radical group, 7rhlcfl^^B^^^^Bthinks are Communists or Communist fellow
travellers . ^pfflfffll^Tne did not know Aether Strudwick is
actually empl^^r^^^fts merely working with the ail. Of the individuals
Mentioned by this source the following bare been identified as Communists
through highly confidential and delicate sources or reliable confidential
informants who are members of the Communist Party* Howard Dasilva, Larry
parks, Karen Morley, Anne Revere, Herbert Biberman, Lloyd Goff and Jane Mead*

Concerning actor Sterling Haydenj^f^HH^^discussed recent press
releases given to &yden*s alleged social conSc^wffn the daughter of a
prominent Washington, D, C, family at which time he was supposed to have
attempted to indoctrinate the girl with his Communist philosophy,
stated that even though Hayden denied this accusation in the Hollywooc
press, the story must be true as Hayden has handed out "lines" in Hollywood.

According to^f^^^^^Vwarrick Thompkins, a close friend of Hayden
and a personal acquaintanceo^^(|BBH^had recently expressed apprehension
over ffiyden being subpoenaed beforeThefiouse Committee as it was felt that
Hayden migit "break" and if he did he would spill enough information "to hang
us all," includes 'te lot of high Government officials". In the opinion of
informant both Hayden and Thompkins are members of the Communist Party,
She had n(documentary proof, however, for this statement.

^ Thompkins has been identified as a member of the Communist Part]

West Los Angeles during the year 19U7 by Confidential informant
'who is a member of the Westwood County Club of the Los Angeles County Communisi
Party,

Ronald Reagan has advised that he has been made a member of a committee
headed by Louis B. Mayer the purpose of which allegedly is to "purge" the
motion picture industry of Communist party members. He said that this committee
was an outgrowth of the 'i-'hooas Committee hearings in Washington, D. C, and a
subsequent meeting of motion—picture producers in New York City. Reagan has
related that he is firmly convinced that Congress should declare first of all
by statutes that the Communist Party is not a legal party but rather a foreign-
inspired conspiracy. Second, that Congress should define miat organizations are
Communist controlled so that membership therein would be construed as an indi-
cation of disloyalty, lie felt tliat lack of such a statement on the part of the



Government would make it very difficult for any committee of motion picture
people to conduct any type of cleaning of their own household* ffe pointed
out that with regard to the Screen Actors Guild the provisions of the Taft-
Ortley U« created an issue in that Jume Revere, the Guild's Treasurer,
recently resigned rather than sign a non-Communist affidavit* He said that
the recently concluded elections which resulted with Larry parks and Anne
Revere being elected member of the Executive Board nay create a similar issue
inasmuch as these individuals will also be required to sign non-Communist
affidavits. He pointed out that this, however, has not as yet materialized*

On January 13, 191*8,

Screen Actors Guild, in descri
the Guild* s activity is summarized in a lengthly ballot covering 21 resolutions
which was submitted to the members of the Guild as of December 29, 19U7, with
the request that the members return their vote by mail on each of the 21 reso-
lutions contained in the ballot. Among the resolutions which appeared on this
ballot relating to the problem of Communist infiltration of the motion picture
industry is as follows:

"'.VHEREAS, we do not deny the civil right of any person to be a
member of the Communist Party; however, we do affirm that a member
of the Communist Party has an obligation to the Coutminist party
which transcends his other obligations and which would transcend

_ his obligations to the Screen Actors Guild as a member of the
'Board of Directors or as an Officer or executive officer of the
Guild,

rtNCW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that no person shall be eligible
to hold any office or executive office with the Screen Actors
Guild, nor to serve on its Board of Directors nor on any Guild
committee, unless and until such person signs an affidavit that
he is not a member of the Communist Party nor affiliated with
such party."

This source stated* that when this resolution was discussed at a
Guild meeting, arguments against it were advanced which are summarized in the
ballot by the following statement*

"ARGUMENTS ADVANCED AT MEETING 31 OPPONENTS OF AMENDED RESOLUTION
NO. U

. "There is no proof that the Communist Party is reedy to overthrow



or undermine. He don't know what is meant by 'a Communist* or
what the Communist Party is* It is a red herring. There is an
hysteria all over the country over 1 reds'. Our anion is democratic,
and if we feel a candidate Is a Coomnist we need not vote for
him. This resolution begins to destroy the right of an individual
to participate fully In our democracy. Producers think this reso-
lution is a great gag. ftiey think we will devote most of our time
to deciding who is a red, and won*t have tine to attend to our
business of creating better working conditions.*

According toI^H^^Hl discussions against this resolution were
led by the following fourinaTviaualss actor Sam Levene whose arguments were
along the line that the Guild and its members did not know who was and who was
not a Coonunist. Levene made the statement he had attended a rally at Gilraore

Stadium which was addressed by some of the nineteen persons who were subpoenaed
before the Thomas Committee and according to them the Thocnaa Committee considered
everyone at that rally a Communist.

Barland .Yard tried to defeat the amendment by ridicule, making a
lengthly speech stating that no one should be elected to office in the Guild
if he belonged to any of several organizations , and then proceeded to list
organizations at random until the membership became so bored it was necessary
to take the floor from him.

*

~ -Lloyd Gough spoke against the resolution and tried to base his argu-
ment on the contention it would start a controversy within the Guild at which
the producers would sit back and laugh.

According tof^H^^^E the strategy employed by Gough was to try to
defeat the resolution b^^uerring it would furnish aid and comfort to the
common enemy of both the right and left, namely the Producers Association*

The above-referred to resolution was passed by the Guild by a vote
of 1307 to l£7. With regard to this vote, this source pointed out that during
the past several meetings of the Screen Actors Guild he has noted the Communist
clique therein is usually able to mister a vote of approximately 150 persons*
He stated that on some issues they can mislead more or less but that usually
their conplete voting strength will be approximately 150.

Resolution Number Five also touched upon the subject of communissi

to the extent it is involved in compliance with the Taft-9xtley Law which

requires the- signing of affidavits. However* linked with this resolution was
a statement that no one could be elected to office in the Screen Actors Guild
unless he was American born. -



( p

According to ^^^^^H this latter provision nade this resolution
undemocratic in the ey^W^ui^^oard and they recommended a "no" vote. The
final tabulation on this resolution resulted in the resolution not being
adopted.

According ^'WK^^^KKj Resolution Number Seventeen was also of
interest inasmuch as theCoSSonSt element within the Guild campaigned
vigorously for its adoption. In^HHm^opinion, this resolution
Illustrates the strategy and tecraS^Ss^resorted to by Communists within a
labor organization in their efforts to gain control of a union. This resolu-
tion is quoted as follows

j

"AiERSAS, the need for a mail ballot in voting for officers, board,
and other important issues affecting the membership is, in some
measure, recognized and understood as necessary for certain locals
within the AAAA, due to a migratory membership of certain affiliates
and

"'/JHERiiAS, the SAG has, since its inception, instituted and retained
this form of balloting, ignoring the fact that this necessity did
not apply to this organization as its membership, or 9QJ of it, is
concentrated in the area of Los Angeles, and

"WHEREAS, the mail ballot, as used by the SAG, is unfair, mis-
- leading to the membership, and tends to . allow too much control
to remain indefinitely in the hands of the too few who control the
SAO, and

"WHEREAS, the mall ballot, in unscrupulous hands, could control the
organization by being the sole possessor of the Guild's mailing
lists, and with such lists would be able to completely misinform
the membership on vital issues, campaign for those v?ho seek office
for base reasons and become an evil power impossible to break, and

"^SHSREAS, the mail ballot, as used by the SAG, effects the per-
petuity of certain incumbents while worthy persons also seeking
office are put at a disadvantage because of the lack of the SAG's
membership lists for campaign purposes, and

s

"VUHSREAS, a growing membership dissatisfaction is evidenced by the
very poor returns in each SAG mail election, as barely 5Q£ of the

members bother to ballot, which is in itself a colossal waste of
funds, and



"TCtEREAS, in other good A.F. ofZm unions, independent unions, the
national, state and municipal elections are all held by poll ballot-
ing, and

"W1ERBAS, the necessity for a nail ballot did not and does not now
exist for the SAO, so

"THEREFORE, BS IT RESOLVED, that all voting, whether for officers,
executive secretary, members of the Board of Directors, or any issue
affecting the membership of the SAG shall be by poll balloting, at
a place within the city of L«A», Calif."

Tiie arguments in favor of this resolution which were advanced by
various members of what informant termed the left wing fringe of the Screen
Actors Guild are summarized as follows In the official ballots

"The meil ballot encourages monoply in Guilds and Unions and has
long been abolished in many of the more enlightened and democratic
ones. A mail ballot encourages the election of the incumbents
solely because they arc so noted on the ballot, regardless of their
past voting record on membership issues. The mail ballot, in some
unions, is used as a device to perpetuate in office certain groups
dedicated to selfish outside interests and inimical to the best
interests of the union 1 5 membership. The mail ballot places a

= premium on ignorance of the membership as no one outside of those
who control the union has access to the membership lists for the
purpose of informing the body. The mail ballot is wrong; if it
were otherwise, the federal, state and municipal elections would
all be held under such a system. Balloting should be done by the
members themselves at membership meetings as is the practice of
other democratic, informed and contented unions. A. 'Yes* vote is
urged."

It is the opinion_oi|^m^ftnat the goal of the proponents of
this resolution was to have fre^en^GuSld meetings which their clique would
attend regularly and remain late and in this manner possibly be able to pass
resolutions they could not otherwise put through.

According ^^^^^H^pM" leaders of the Communist element within
the Guild continue to oe^inhlsopinion, Ann Revere end Llcyd Gough. He
stated that others who support these two individuals regularly are Morris
Carnovsky, Larry Parks, and Roman Bohnen.



rked with regard to Gene Kelly nkio was a First Vic*
President 01 t.ne Guild, that a short tine ago at a cocktail party he asked
Kelly outright if he was a member of the Coonunist Party* Rally replied
oat vehemently that he had never been a member* Kelly then proceeded to
point out that be had fooled around with some party people years ago but
found that they, meaning the Communist Party, allowed an individual even less
freedo* of thought than conservative and anti-labor groups did and for this
reason he could never quite go for the organisation. He was quick to admit,
however, he is definitely on the liberal side In his political point of view,
against discrimination of any type and opposed to the tactics of the Those

s

Committee as well as any type of government contro^nM^h in any way may be
interpreted as a step toward thought control. ^|H|^^Hstated that he felt
convinced that Gene Kelly was not a member of ^^uonmunist party.

Concerning Anne Revere, he pointed out that she appears to be one
of the most intellectual of the Communists within the Guild in that she has
the diplomacy of giving in graciously when she sees her cause lost. In this
way she many times wins friends and her point of view even though she is faced
with defeat.

iTSE, stated
that Robert aonLgome^y"^2H^Wl^^^S^y, much cuAWrneT^Ver the infiltration
among young actors and actresses on the part of the Communists. Montgomery
has indicated a feeling of alarm in that none of the people who have taken a
positive stand, against Communism are in the younger age group* Montgomery
is of the opinion that all actors and actresses who have taken such a stand
will not be on the screen in ten years*

»

In referring to the actual anti-Communist feelings of the Ifollywood

screen personalities this informantJHBH^flteted he was very much
impressed with Montgomery and his attx^Heongommunism among the actors.
With regard to Robert Taylor, however, he stated Taylor "gives a lot of lip
service but won*t do any work". Concerning Gary Cooper, he related that Cooper
was to receive the American Legion Uedal of Honor In connection with his
appearance in Washington, D.""C. However, he stated that Cooper went to Sun
Valley skiing and was not interested in the presentation*

'one of the producers at UGU, has expressed a concern
over theTwHxTJ5ETon^!C the young actors and actresses by the Communists and
stated that In his opinion the Actors laboratory is the spot where many of these

people get Communist doctrines. He stated that the following persons are instru-

mental in running the Actors Laboratory and are important ia^ its operations t



Ifrry Tarcai, Roman Bohnen, Lloyd Bridges, J, Edward Bronberg, Phil Brown,

J Morris Carnovsky, and Hose Hobart. Of these individuals Tarcai, Bohnen,

£ Bridges, Broroberg and Caraovaky have been identified as Communists through a
* Boat highly confidential and delicate source*

Screen Cartoonists Guild

The Executive Board of the Screen Cartoonists <*uild Local #852 of
the A.F, ofL. made it known by an advertisement appearing in the "Hollywood

i Reporter11 on October 30, I9hl, that it unanimously voted to refute the state-
ment nude by rfalt Disney before the House Committee regarding the j&sney
strike of 19Ul tliat "It was not a labor problem at all".

I^HH^^mPIHjl^^lscreen Cartoonists Guild, stated that
the strikewa^causeo^^^^Tl^Thecompai^'s unwillingness to recognise the
union and to bargain and negotiate a contract. 2. The firing of one of the
members for union activities. It was also pointed out that the National Labor
Relations Board later reinstated this discharged member xrith full pay for the
time he was out. It should be pointed out that the Business Representative
for the Screen Cartoonists Guild is tfaurice Howard, who has been identified
as a Comaunist through a most highly confidential and delicate source.

Vi'alt Disney in discussing the Screen Cartoonists Guild pointed out
that this union is not affiliated with the potion Picture Producers Association,
but i% is-, linked with the Society of Independent Motion Picture Producers which
is headed by Donald Kelson. As a consequence the Cartoonists Guild has not been
asked to form a committee to meet with the producers in an attempt to combat
Communism as have the other talent guilds. &*. Disney pointed out, however,
that a new election comes up in June, 19I48, at which time undoubtedly some
action will be taken concerning Communism.

He stated that the Disney studios now employ the largest percentage
of Guild members having approximately 250 people on the regular pay roll so
that as the employees of the Disney Studios vote so will the entire membership.
He continued by pointing out that he is of the opinion that the Communist

- problem for the Screen Cartoonists Guild came to a head when the Technicolor
* Studios v.ere on strike in the recent Conference of Studio Unions-International
* Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees struggle. At that time Disney Studios

laid off liOO workers and in this group "*ere all persons suspected of being
-Communists. As a result tne Studios took back o*0 ani tt;e total aeab^rsidp of

2 the Screen Cartoonists Guild has fallen to approximately $00 of which 250 work
~ in one studio the balance being split among MGZI, Warner 1 s, paramount end various
independent cartoonist units.
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>y Studios,
stated thaTTHe^gTOfW^^^^^^^WP^^lHgnflffll nexi August -with the Screen.
Cartoonists Guild. InJ^^^^^Blopinion the difficulty with the Cartoonists
Guild and its possible coHHHs^mfiltretion is due to the fact that "our
people can't get their friends out to meetings". However, "people are becoming
alarmed" and are taking a more active interest in the possible Comnunist
Infiltration in the Qulld.

Uaurice Howard, Business agent for the Screen Cartoonists Guild,
according to iir. Disney, is a Communist. Mr* Disney was most emphatic in
stating that he believes the Uh-Aaerican Committeeshoulx^antinue its hearings .,

until all persons on its list have been exposed. HHH^said that the Disney
Studios' twenty-five layout and background men arepeTTtioning to drop out of
this Screen Cartoonists Guild and are attempting to form a local of a new guild
in the Disney studios. As an example of how determined some persons are to get
rid of Hoiardj^JHBH>ointed out that certain Guild members at the Disney
Studios owe assess!aentsto the Guild in connection with the motion picture strike
which the Guild has been unable to collect. He stated that these individuals
have gone on record that they will pay these assessments if Howard is gotten rid
of. Howard does not occupy an elective position but was appointed as Business
Agent. He is not an officer of the union although union rules state that he
should be. However, at the recent election in June certain members of the Guild
intend to elect a new 3usiness Agent.

of the opinion that if the Screen Cartoonists Guild does
not comply V;ith the provisions of the Taft-i&rtley law by August, it will cease
^tobe^he bargaining unit for the cartoonists in the motion picture industry.
^^^^HBpointed out that members of the Guild are bored with meetings and
cBs^fsTScT at the amount of propaganda that is sometimes presented at these
meetings. He recalled having seen "revolutionary posters1* from certain South
American countries on the bulletin boards of the Guild offices and rraen

questioned as to wny these were in evidence Howard said theyla^beenplaced
there to enable members of Vie Guild to "study cartooning" .^HjH^J^Bbtated
that at one tine he was attempting to negotiate a labor poin^^nLneoffices
of the Screen Cartoonists Guild building while a meeting was going on in the
room alongside the one he was in. Some girl was speaking in such a loud voice
thatH^MHttand his associates were unable to hear each other. Hs said this
woinan

B
"ffi^

B
5ttempting to sell the persons assembled on the reasons for taking

the "Daily People's ^7orld". She used as a selling point the fact that the
Daily People's World" »Ls the onlyloca^newspaper with a direct wire to Moscow".
This incident was pointed out bjflHH^HBLs an example of how. the Screen
Cartoonists Guild building has beenusacRy Communists. jt



Screen Directors Guild

The "Hollywood Reporter* and the "Daily Variety* on October 23, \9k7,
both publicised the fact that the Screen Directors Guild Board did not approve
of Director S&m zood*s testinony before the House Committee* Formal objections
to Wood's remarks were made to Joseph iSartin, Jr, , Speaker of the House, by
telegram which read, "The Board of Directors of the Screen .Directors Guild feels
called upon to deny the testimony of Sam Wood regarding Communistic activities
in the Screen Directors Guild and it is our considered belief that Food's remarks
are without foundation." The wire was signed by George Stevens, President of the
Guild* and the Board of Directors*

and motion picture director Cecil B. Deluxe nave gotten together anc

that they will attempt to exercise control over the Screen Directors Guild by
packing the meetings with people friendly to "the American system". Consequently
on December h, 1QU7> Mr. DeMille called a meeting in his office. The following
individuals were in attendance: Sam wood, Leo Uccarey, George Marshall, David
Butler, and Tay Garnett. These men laid out' a plan of attack to be used at the
meeting thefo^jmig night of the Screen Directors Guild, according to
informant the Screen Directors Guild had sent out the same innocuous
notice of xneTIWing. Mr. DeMille telephonically called George Stevens, Presi-
dent of the Guild, and asked whether the topic discussed in the letter would be
the only one brought up at the meeting and the latter replied to the effect that
this .business would not take long and then they would get down to the real
meat of the meeting. Ylhen DeMille questioned Stevens as to what this was, Stevens
reported it would deal with the present anti-Communist drive on the part of the
producers. Mr. Dettille stated that he as well as Sam rood and George Marshal
have not been able to figure out just where Stevens stands on the matter of
Communism. Stevens has refused to take a definite stand but in his position as
President he attempts to administer the affairs of the meetings in an impartial
manner.

Mr. De^iUe, together with the men mentioned above,went through the list
of members of the Screen Directors Guild and checked the following members who
in their opinion are Coammistst Curtis Bernhardt, John Berry, Herbert Biberman,
Jules Dasain, Edward Dmytryk, Peter Godfrey, Henry Hathaway, Alfred Hitchcock,
Phil Carlson, Elia Kazan, Herbert Kline, Zoltan Korda, Albert Lewin, Anatole Litvak,
Lewis Milestone, jack Moss, llax Hosseck, Clifford Odets, Irving Pichel, Otto
Preminger, Lewis J. Rachmil, Irving Reis, Jean Renoir, Robert Rossen, Victor
Saville, Vincent Sherman, S. Sylvan Simon, Robert Siodmak, Frank Tuttie, Josef Von
Sternberg, Bernard Vorhaus, Orson Welles* Billy Wilder, William wyler.
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Mr. DeMille pointed out that this group at a .Beating of the Screen

Directors Guild act in unison and In the opinion of Mr. DeMlXle represent the
faction within the Guild froa whom control oust be wrested. Consequently
Mr. DeMille and his associates called a certain number of Guild members and
packed the meeting of December 5th.

According to Mr. DeMille, they were successful in forming a"nilitant
group" resulting in De2HUe*s group beln__|hl^to "blast the Communists? m
discussing the meeting the informant^^^^fsaid, "Us talked them off their
feet," and "they did not expect a croud and we licked them." Mr. DeMille
introduced a resolution which reads as follows

t

"WlfoREAS, we do not deny the civil right of any person to be a
member of the Communist party, however we do affirm that a member
of the Communist Party has an obligation to the Comnunist party
which transcends his other obligations and which transcends his
obligation to the Screen Directors* Guild, as a member of the Board
of Directors or as an officer or executive officer of the Guild,

"NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that no person shall be eligible
to hold any office or executive office with the Screen Directors*
Guild nor to serve on its Board of Directors nor on any Guild
committee unless and until such person signs an affidavit that he
is not a member of the Communist party nor affiliated with such a

^. ^ party -or sympathetic to its aims.*

Herbert Biberoan attempted to offer a substitute motion and in the
"course of his remarks began to attack the Thomas Committee whereupon Mr. Dekille
took the floor and stated that Biberman was out of order and that such a meeting
was no place to criticise the Congress of the United States, resulting in
Biberman never getting a chance to complete his talk or introduce a motion.

During this discussion that ensued, William flyler got up to make
remarks and DeMille immediately challenged him from the floor, asking the
question, "Are you pro-American or un-American; that is the only question.*
As * result of the quarterbacklng of Detfllle and his group the motion indicated
above was passed by a vote of 115 to 10. The Board of Directors which Includes
Lewis Milestone, John Huston, Irving Pichel, did not vote on the original ballot.
People from trie floor challenged the Board asking for a second vote so that the
members of the Board would have an opportunity to clearly register their
feelings* As a result a second vote was taken and Milestone, Buston and Pichel
voted against, the resolution. Sam Hood and Cecil B. DeMille were appointed to
the Board of Directors at this meeting.
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During the course of the meeting William Hurler"gar* a double-talk
speech^ according to Mr. Deliille, in which he stated that the notion picture
industry* s committee to combat Corammi am had announced that "aa few innocent
persons as possible will be hurt*. Following Tyler 1 8 speech. DeMille described
him as a "badly confused guy*. With regard to Gillian *yle rx^^^HBBIHLm^
stated that he had noticed TSyier ia actively promoting the sal^o^^acript^^^
worked on by LllHam Hell nan. It is the informant's opinion that Tiyler possi-
bly is under obligation to Hellman because he is so active in attempting to
promote the projected property on which she will work.

According to H^I^JHVHr. Barney Ealaban, president of paramount,
called TVyter in his officean^snowed him a long list of front organizations
to which Hellman had belonged or contributed. Balaban showed TJyler this
information thinking he would bring flyler around by pointing out that there
was nothing pro-American in this record. TTyler then accused Salaban of
creating a black list and has used this instance to point out that the industry
is deliberately blacklisting certain individuals.

The assistant directors have a guild which is known by the name Screen
Directors Guild, Junior Branch. The President of this organization is Robert
Aldrich. According to Mr. Deliille he is of the opinion that Aldrich "seems to
be on the other side*1 as far as his actions within the Guild are concerned and
his group bases their opinions on the action Aldrich has taken in Guild meetings.

^ . on January 13, 1918, the Screen Directors Guild held a meeting at the
Crossroads of the World, Hollywood, California. The following report was

.^furnished by.Cecil E. CeltLlle concerning this meeting which broke up at
'approximately 1:30 A. 1*.

nUr. Irving Plcliel was present and left early in the ceeting. tfr,

Milestone, whom X had expected, did not come, and Lr. William Kyler
was spokesman for the group we have been uncertain about. The
important point was the separation of the Junior Branch of the Guild
from the Senior Branch. The Junior Eranch consists of the Assistant
Directors. They have been led by two men named Robert Aldrich,
President, and George Tobin, Vice Fresident. 1 do not know whether
these tf.o men are Communists or not, or Conmninist supporters or not.
I dotoow they are supported by the Communist group in the Junior
Branch, and that the other group—the American group—of the Junior
Branch has come to me and talked to oe about the necessity of getting
these two men out of the control of their Guild as they were trouble
makers and had attempted to turn the Guild over to Herbert Sorrell,
and had attempted to get Uabel fiaiker ffillebrandt removed as attorney
for the Guild and have Uargolis substituted in her place.
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"During the course of the meeting I nada that as a charge when
1^*. wyler asked for a vote of confidence in these two men. The
matter ras debated for quite a long time. I said I saw no reason
why there should be a vote of confidence given these two men when
their own branch had been acting on a resolution to force their
resignations , which resolution was defeated by the leftist group
in their branch. Neither I nor George Stevens could make W1 11 i am
Wyler change his resolution. Stevens proposed a compromise and a
change that did not constitute a recommendation of their behavior.

"They finally came to a vote and there was a complete defeat for me
because I was the only one who voted against the resolution of
confidence in them. I would say that the vote opposing me ras
probably nine men, one of whom was Commander John Ford, recently
of the U. S. Navy, and a director. He seems strong in the support
of Wyler, but l would say that 60% of the men present had privately
expressed to me their opinion about these two men, and believed that
they were dangerous men, and that they talked too much and did a very
bad job. One told me, as 1 had already known, that Aldrich was
removed from Paramount as a trouble maker and has that reputation
pretty well through the industry, and more than one-half of the men
had expressed themselves as strongly in opposition, but they are
pretty fiery speakers and when the matter came to the vote I was the
only one who voted l No> on the motion of confidence in them.

"Mr. Sam Wood, who had assured me beforehand that he would never vote
under any circumstances for a vote of confidence in these two men,
said he would not vote because he was not sufficiently informed on
the subject.

"That, X think, pretty well gives the Junior Branch into the hands
of the leftist group. I had talked to the other leaders of the Junior
League before the meeting and they had asked for no separation from
the Senior League j-and I had told them If they could rid themselves
of these two men I would vote for then to stay, and that would have
passed that way without notice if '.Tyler had not countered with his '

resolution for a vote of confidence.

"in the discussion on the committee meeting at the Beverly Hills
Hotel about two weeks ago the sub-committee was reporting to the
Board of Directors Guild, and Wyler and myself, George Stevens and
Huston were on that committee. (Huston was not present at this



"meeting last night) and I was able to gat a motion through
putting George Sidney on that committee instead of Bibton because
I felt the cosBdttee us* too predominantly leftist. Wyler opposed
it very strongly and fought to retain Burton on the committee, tyler
made the statement that he was for the committee because it would
give <the*' a Toice in management through this committee.

"The whole meeting was rery strongly anti-producer, Many members
of the committee refused to acknowledge that there was any undue
alarm throughout the country caused by the Thomas Committee In
Washington. There was no motion mads of any kind to support the
ten men who are being indicted; that issue was kep absolutely clear.
The motion, I understand, was defeated In the Writers Guild, whose
meeting was being conducted at the' same time.

"The matter was brought up again ofNcondenming the producers 1

statement given by Eric Johnston. George Tobln is the brother of
the two actresses, Vivian and Genevieve Tobln. Most of the assistant
directors, Aldrich and Tobln, made violent speeches in opposition to
my stand and to ne personally for Innuendos. 1 had made no innuendos.
I made very direct statements, but X did not accuse the two men of
being Communists because X don't know if they are or not, although I
know they are supported by the Communist element.

- -"At one* time in this debate Aldrich stated that he did not wish any
motion of confidence, but two of the assistant directors had told me
prior to the meeting that that's what his price was; that he said he
would resign If he could get this motion from the Senior Guild
endorsing it, so that he knew about the motion, and evidently T/yler
was picked to be the one to present and carry the ball. I do not
know why Pichel left before it came to vote, but he did.

"The result was a motion carried giving virtually a clean bill of
health to the two sen In the assistants branch (Jbnior Branch),
which is supported by the Communist element."

According to Mr. DeMille and his associates they are determined to
either split the assistant directors from the directors group or to remove what
they believe to be the Communist element of the assistant directors. He has
been told that Robert Aldrich "writes William tfyler'a stuff and the two work
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"as a team* That is why wyler Insisted on a vot* of confidence in Aldrich."
Ur. Delttlle made a statement at the meeting of January 13, 1°1$, that "I
favor keeping the Junior members in the Guild because I feel we can keep the*
from straying into fields in which they should not go." Aldrich immediately
challenged this statement from the floor saying that l£r. DeUille was "indulging
In innuendo." Ur. DeUille stated that all neabers of the Screen i)irectors Guild
have submitted nan-Comaunist affidavits, sworn to before a Notary Public,
According to Mr. DeUille, Aldrich seens to be fronting for the pressure groups
and he is a definite influence in carrying out what seens to be the party line
in the political maneuvering within the Guild, DeXille has characterized Aldrich.
saying "he looks like a red hot baby" and related that Aldrich made the
suggestion that the Screen Directors Guild should finance Edward Dmytryk in his
fight with the producers.
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION Of LABOR GROUPS

(February 6, 1948 to September 15, 1948)

International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees

Confidential Informantm^Hf^r °* International Alliance
of Theatrical and Stage Eaployees^uwuI^ofl948 reported that Communists
within the craft unions in Hollywood had "definitely gone underground11 and
had ceased all activity except of legitimate union nature* At a meeting of
business agents of various unions held prior to July, 1948, Milton Gottlieb,
Business Agent of the Screen Publicists Guild, who in informant's opinion
had always sponsored Communist causes, was told by the other business agents
that if he attempted to get into political and theoretical matters and did
not confine himself to union business the group would "blast" him out of the
meeting*

Conference of Studio Unions

The Washington Post on February 26, 1948, carried a news article
regarding the investigation of the Hallywood jurisdictional labor strike by
a House Labor Subcommittee, The article mentioned the testimony of Matthew
Levy, attorney for the International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage
Employees^ who charged that there was Communist influence in the Conference
of Studio Onions. This article reported that the Communist issue had at
first been ruled out by Subcommittee Chairman Carroll D. Kearns on the ground
tnat it was beyond the Subcommittee's jurisdiction, but upon the demand of
Representative Gerald W. Landis the Committee had been expanded and Kearns
was overruled with the result that the Communist Issue was brought into the
Subcommittee's investigation. Levy charged that the A.F. of L. Carpenters
Union headed by William L« Hutcheson waa "joined in a marriage of convenience"
with alleged Communist elements in an effort to destroy the dominant position
of the IATS2. Levy further charged that "the subversive drive to bring all
Hollywood labor under the influence of the Communist Party centers around
the Conference of Studio unions and Herbert K. Sorrell."

The New York Times of March 5, 1948, also carried a news article
regarding the House Labor Subcommittee's investigation of the jurisdictional

. strike and reported that the Committee had called on the FBI for fingerprint
tests on a Communist Party card allegedly issued to Sorrell In 1937 under the
name of Herb Stewart. The article stated that Sorrell had testified that the
handwriting on the card looked very much like his but denied that it was him
handwriting.
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The publication "The Film Daily* during the latter part of

February and the first part of March, 1948, carried certain am items
regarding the House labor Subcommittee's investigation of the Hollywood
strike* Among the items) of interest appearing in this publication are
the following:

In the issue of February 25, 1948, Richard F. Walsh* President
of the IATSB, was reported as insisting that Communism was 'the underlying
cause of the labor trouble in Hollywood and that he planned to press far
inclusion of testinony on that issue in the hearings.

The issue of February 26, 1948, reported that the hearings by the
Labor Subcommittee had been enlarged to include testimony on the Communist
issue

.

In the issue of February 27, 1948, Pat Casey was reported as
having testified on February 26 that he did not believe that Communism had
anything to do with Hollywood labor trouble and that Vatthen Levy of the
IATSE had read testimony designed to prove that the studio strike leaders
were Communist led, or at least Communist inspired. Two witnesses also
testified that they did not believe that Sorre11 was a Conmunist.

The Issue of March 1, 1948, reported on testimony which had been
given before the Subcommittee on the previous Friday by George Kulkey of
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, who charged that
there were ^Red' tinges" within the strike leadership* Upon questioning by
tha Committee Counsel, ttulkey admitted that from 1923 to 1930 he had been a
member of the -Communist Party but had quit because he found it to be
"reactionary. H On that same day, IATSB president Walsh had testified that
he had found strong Communist support for the strike in Mexico City and in
London*

The March 2, 1948, issue referred to additional testimony by
Matthew Levy regarding alleged Communist inspiration in the Conference of
Studio Union's leadership, but upon questioning by the attorney for the
Painters Union, had admitted that he had no personal knowledge of the
charges which he had made against Sorrell regarding Sorrell's Conmunist
affiliations* Roy Brewer of the IATSB testified that Communism was not the
only issue in the strike* but that he had found it a major factor since he
had arrived in Hollywood three years previously-*

The March 3, 1946, issue of "The Film Daily" reported on testimony
by levy on March 2, in which he accused the motion picture producers of
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£ trying to "squelch" any public investigation of Communism in the studio
2 labor picture and insisted that the producers "know the full story about
1 Communism in labor and talent ranks" but that it was necessary for outside
? pressure to force then to take any action* Brewer also testified on
March 2 that it was his opinion that the Communist objective in Hollywood
was a ClOtype industrial union to cover all studio craft workers and that
with such a unit functioning "the producers would bo forced to dance to
their tune."

The March 4 issue reported the testimony of Sorrell before the
Committee the previous day stating that Sorrell had denied his Party member-
ship and had denied that the alleged Communist Party membership card for
1937 was his and in this connection stated, "if I bad ever joined the Com-
munist Party, I would just as soon tell you because you can't deport me
back to Kissouri, where I was born. There is no law against being a Com-
munist."

The issue of "The Film Daily" for Varch 5 reported that the Sub-
committee was requesting the FBI to determine whether Sorrell had actually
signed the Communist Party membership card.

The L'arch 15, 1948, issue reported that the FBI had furnished a
report that the handwriting on the alleged Communist Party card was that of
Sorrell. The hearing before the Committee on Karen 16, as reported in the
.March 17,_1948, issue of "The Film Daily," was to the effect that John R.
Robinson, who stated that he was a close associate of Sorrell in 1937, had
testified that in 1937 he had seen Sorrell 's Communist Party membership
card and had heard Sorrell brag of his Party membership.

In July, 1948, Confidential Informant(j^H^^^HI™ported that
the Conference of Studio Unions had for the tijneoein^cease^open activity
and that some of the Communist leaders of the various unions had dropped
out of sight.

Screen Writers Guild —

Confidential Informant^^Bftn February, 1948, reported that
the Screen Writers Guild was stixWBaer Communist influence and that even
though a new set of officers had been elected following the House Un-

i American Activities Committee hearing, that the new officers were simply
$ another group of pro-Communists to replace the former group.

* Confidential InfcrmantHHHH^^a screen writer* and member
of the Screen Writers Guild, adviBo^na^certain members of the Guild had
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- planned to hire former Assistant Attorney General Thuraan Arnold for the

| sua of $35,000 and expenses to appear as amicus curiae in the suit brought

I by the "unfriendly witnesses" against the studios, alleging that the
* writers had been black-listed by the studios. This source also reported

that 57 members of the Guild had demanded an emergency neeting of the
entire Guild membership in order to determine whether Arnold should be
hired, even though the Executive Board of the Guild had previously entered
into negotiations with Arnold, The Executive Committee did not feel that
the regular counsel for the Guild, Morris Cohen, was competent to appear
on behalf of the Guild inasmuch as he was a law partner of Robert W* Kenny,
one of the attorneys for the ten writers • This source reported that among
the most consistent supporters of the Board*s action in hiring Arnold were
Ring Lardner, Jr., John Howard Lawson, Alvah Bessie, Gordon Kahn, and Lester
Cole, all of whoa were identified as 1944-194-5 members of the Communist
Party by a highly confidential source from the records of Elizabeth Benson*

Lardner announced at a Guild meeting late in February, 1948,
that if the suit against the studios was successful, he would contribute
"a substantial amount* of his judgment money toward replenishing the Guild
treasury if Arnold were hired*

ilso reported that the high light of the Guild meeting
was a speecn oy James Cain, who bitterly denounced Communist influence in
the Guild and stated that while he had been a member of the Board the last

, year he knew at least three men whose action on the Board was always based
on loyalty ^to Communism and he then named Kahn, Cole and Lardner. The
three individuals promptly demanded that Cain retract his remarks and he
retorted by stating he was tired of having to "stick my neck out* for Com-
munists* Cain stated that he would be willing to retract anything he had
said if any of the three individuals be had named would then and there deny
that they were Communists* However, all three ignored Cain's question*

This same source reported that ha had received a letter indicating
that the group was putting new limitations on proxy voting and that anyone
with five or more proxy votes* must register such proxies before 7:30 P.M*
on the night of the meeting and unless registered by 8 P.M. such proxies
would not be recognized* The informant reported that the anti^ousunists
within the Guild had been using proxies as a means for attempting to control
the Guild* s actions, inasmuch as the Communist members always came to the

* meetings, voted in a bloc, and always stayed late*
\
* In connection with the hiring of Arnold by the Guild, the column
4 written by George Dixon appearing in the New York Daily Mirror of February 27,
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1948, commented on such hiring. This column also made reference to the
-request by the Guild to the Treasury Department for a ruling that funds
^donated to the Guild to hire Arnold would be tax exempt on the part of the
^donors. In this connection Dixon stated, "To my mind, that is the ultimate
in gall* Imagine asking the Government to permit tax deductions to defend
persons accused of defying the first institution of Government**

The Los Angeles Daily News of February 28, 1948, reported that
Arnold was in Los Angeles to confer with officers of the Screen Writers
Guild regarding his employment in connection with the suit by certain
members of the Guild against various Hollywood studios. Arnold was very
critical of the studios for their actions in allegedly black-listing the
writers.

previously identified, reported that at a meeting
of the Guild off March 23, 1948, the action of the Executive Board in hiring
Arnold had been upheld by the Board membership. In connection with the
application by the Guild tc^o^^^n^axexemption status for donations to
the fund to hire Arnold, ^^^IsawassBmaflF * confidential source of the Los
Angeles Office, reported ^^^lehaaTSarned that Senator Ball had also
been interested in this matter and that an investigation by the Senator
at the Treasury Department had failed to reveal any request on the part
of the Guild for such an exemption*

screen writer at Warner Brothers, who is a source •

of information ioT lhl
B
Los Angeles Office, reported that at a meeting of

the Guild on Hay 10, 1948, the anti-Communists had packed the meeting and
that one of the items on the agenda was the question of discontinuing the
Guild* s publication in order to reduce expenses. It was voted that the
magazine weekly be continued with volunteer help, which in the opinion of
the informant would mean that the Communists would continue to control the
publication. At this meeting a resolution was proposed condemning the
Ifundt-Nixon Bill, but the informant and members of his group were able to
defeat the resolution*

The Washington Star of May 30, 1948, carried a news item reflecting
that the officials of the Screen Writers Guild had filed ar suit attacking
the motion picture industry's stand against hiring members of groups
advocating the overthrow of the Government. The article stated that the
^petitioners would include thirty top writers for the stage and screen, none

. of whom were members of the Communist Party or who had any connection with
Hhe ten Hollywood writers charged with contempt of Congress in October, 1947*
The article stated that the defendants in the suit would be torn Motion
Picture Association of America, the Association of Motion Picture Producers,
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the Society of Independent Motion Picture Producers, Paramount, Loew'e
t (M-G-M), RICO, Warner Brothers, 20th Century-Fox, Columbia end Universal
i Pictures, and Eric Johnston. The purpose of the suit was to void a
$ resolution which the industry associations allegedly adopted In November,

" 1947, that they would not "knowingly employ a Communist or a member of
any Party which advocates the overthrow of the Government by force or by
any illegal or unconstitutional method."

In July, 1948, Los Angeles informants reported that the Screen
Writers Guild had not held a meeting for the past sixty days and that the
Guild members did not know the status of the suit filed on behalf of the
Guild nor did they have any^urrentinformation on Guild matters. It was
the opinion of Iirformant flHJHHHthat the Board of Directors has not
been holding meetings of tneTuilaTut has been running the Guild with
general membership meetings and that in his opinion the Communists and
fellow travelers had ceased having meetings because "they are getting
pushed around by our proxies." It was also this informant's opinion that
an effort would be made on the part of sons Guild members to do away with
proxy voting which would mean the defeat of informant's group and that the
Communists and their friends would emerge as the dominant factor within
the Guild.

In referencet^t^^su^bfiled by the Screen Writers Guild,
previously mentioned, BsmmmmmmmmmmmmmaP**^003!/ identified, was of the
opinion that L. B. Maye^onmrl^oidwin-Mayer was "sore" at Eric Johnston
inasmuch as- he feels that Johnston is personally and entirely responsible
for the suits facing the producers, and that the anti-Communist stand of
the industry is entirely the work of Johnston. The informant reported
that he believes that the person responsible for Mayer's viewpoint is Leo
Spits of Universal International Studios. This informant was also of the
opinion that the Communists within the motion picture industry had gone
completely underground.

Screen Actors Guild

The Los Angeles Examiner of January 15, 1948, reported that it
had been voted by the members of the Guild that officers, directors and
committeemen of the Guild must sign, individually. affidavits that _they are
not Communists. This article stated that the vote in favor of the
resolution calling for the non-Communist declarations was 1,307 to 157.

Screen Cartoonists Guild c» .

who is a on for the Los Angeles
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^information regarding efforts by Communists to use labor anion** H» stated
2 that in December of 1947 be had received a call from a friend to the effect

fthat the Screen Cartoonists Guild was to hold a meeting and that as a result
of this meeting, the Guild would take a stand against the action of the
producers against the 'unfriendly witnesses" at the hearing before the
House Committee on Un-American activities. The informant stated, that he
had received no notice of the meeting and upon celling the shop stewards he
learned that they had. also not heard of the meeting, although it was to be
held that night. The informant then called a meeting of all of the.,

cartoonists, turned the meeting over to the stewards and, as a result,
many of them attended the meeting that night in a body and when the proposal
was made it was defeated by a vote of 84 to 72.

This informant also reported that many members of the Guild were
concerned over the activities of Uaurice Howard, the Business agent of the
Guild, and that many of them wanted to get rid of Howard but did not know
how to proceed. It should be noted that Howard in 1944 was a member of the
Conmuniat Party according to a highly confidential source (Los Angeles
Informant

In July of 1948,fl^H^tated that the cartoonists employed by the
Disney Studios within the GuiBrhad led a move which resulted in the ousting
of Howard as Business Agent for the Guild, and that on the day before the
nomination for new officers of the Guild, the Disney members had nominated
Raymond TT lfacomber as Business Agent, and that during the elections in June
of 1948, as a result of the activities by the •jMsney group," Hacomber was
elected over Howard by a vote of 205 to 172. J^Jetated that this put an
end to the Communist domination of the Guild since it was formed in 1941.

The informant also stated that the Guild had voted to sign non-
Communist affidavits and he was of the opinion that Howard's career in
Hollywood was finished.

Confidential Informant
of the opinion that as a result
union would become an anti-Communist group.

Screen Directors Guild

on
ivlously identified, warn

the Guild, that that

I
Confidential Informant^|BH|H|HBreported that he and a

Fgroup of nine other top directors^aA^menEersoi the Guild, had arranged
confidential meeting on lurch 12, 1948, for the purpose of deciding on 4

elate .of officers whoa they would attempt to elect at the coming Guild
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elections. The plan was for each of thee* tea individuals to have nine
other Guild members present that night or have their proxies, all of
whoa were known to be anti-Comnunists. It was the hope of this informant
that his group would be able to get all non-Communist officers and thus
place the Guild on a definitely anti-Communist aids.

This same informant reported that a meeting of the Guild had
been held on March 23, 1948, and following a discussion the Guild had de-
cided to require its officers and directors to sign an anti-Communist pledge
which Included a statement that the signer was not and had not been a member
of the Communist Party and that the signer was not in sympathy with the aims
of the Party, A. resolution embodying the terms of the pledge was passed by
a vote of 113 to 9.

The informant reported that Irving Plchel and Lewis Milestone bad
signed an anti-Communist pledge but not the one which had been adopted by
the Guild. During this meeting a discussion cameuDas to the Coinnunist
Party membership of Plchel and Milestone, andflHfM^statsd that he
personally knew that Milestone had been a Part^memoer. (The Bureau is not
In possession of any positive proof of Milestone's Communist membership).

^m^HHkn July, 1948, reported that the Guild elections had
resulted in^heelecTIon of non-Communist officers and that since that
.election the meetings had been concerned strictly with business matters
pertaining to the Guild itself and that there had been no political dis-
cussions and no questions of issues facing either persons or nations. He
said that as an example, that at a recent meeting of the Guild, Irving Plchel
made several speeches, all of which were strictly union business, although
Plchel had always previously used the Guild as a sounding board for political
speeches*

The informant expressed the opinion that the Communists and their
friends In the Screen Directors Guild had gone underground. He also cited
as a change of attitude the fact that a few years previously his influence)
within the Guild would have been resented but that he now finds various
members asking his opinion and advice. Ha also stated that some of the
younger directors were adopting a positive anti-Communist stand and he
believes that eventually younger men can be trained to take over the
direction of the Guild who are opposed and unfriendly to the Communists.



n. COttlUNIST IN3HLTRATIOM OF IABOR GROUPS -

(September 16. 19l&. to July 15, 191*9)

Conference of Studio Unions

It will be recalled that during the 1?U6 studio strikes sponsored by
the Conference of Studio Unions, several individuals were arrested by the Los
Angeles Police Department at Columbia Studios for violating -a court ban on mass
picketing, The "Hollywood Reporter" in its issue of December 1, 191*8, stated
that 35 studio pickets would appear in court for resentencing inasmuch as their
appeals to the Supreme Court had been turned down*

During the spring of 19U9» Los Angelsa Informant ^^^fdvised that
Herb Sorrell, leader of the Conference of Studio Unions, nacReen completely
eliminated as a force In the motion picture industry and that the Conference of
Studio Unions had "ceased to exist". Ibis informant advised that Sorrell's
influence had waned to the point where his original union, the Painters Union,
had a membership of less than 25 individuals employed in the motion picture
industry out of a total of 600.

Screen Publicists Guild

Lcs Angeles Informant H^hirlng the spring of 19h9 stated that it
was his opinion that the International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage
Employees would soon take over the Screen Publicists Guild and when it had been
'accomplished, all pro-Communist individuals would be eliminated. Also, according
to this informant, the IATSE intends to take over the Costumere Union and would
eliminate all pro-Communist individuals from that union. When these two steps
are taken, the "back lot* or labor end of the motion picture industry, comprising
20,000 workers, according to the informant, will be free from Cocsminist influence,

Screen Tfriters Guild

Los Angeles Informant^M^J^Bin the fall of 19U8 reported that the
Screen Writers Guild at that iiml^asu^agal nst the greatest fight of its career
and that there was a definite possibility that the Guild might become split during a
dispute with the result that the non-Communist members would pull out and petition

for a National Labor Relations Board election*

During October, 19U8, while the Guild was in the process of nominating

officers and a Board of Directors for the ensuing term, the pro-Ccenmunists within
the Guild had ncednated a slate which the informant believed would be the means of

putting the Guild back within the control of the Communists. *In" order to combat

this situation, the anti-Communists on October 18, 191*8, filed a slate of officers

by circulating a petition ancMnadd^^nolanned on entering^naminations from the

floor* Los Angeles InformanS|^B^^^H|H| expressed the opinion that the fight



with^ the Guild had been obviously lost to the ConmanlstB while Infornxant^^H
|H|Hfelt that the non-Communists might still salvage control o^^^Quil^^™
xlRcnnectian with the proposed election, Los Angeles Informant|H|^^H|Hfc

* advised in October, 1?U8, that the Coranunists and fellow trarellsrsiWn^Mnw
t Screen Writers Guild had attempted to have the organization's constitution

| changed to prohibit the use of proxies, but that this nova had been defeated by the
anti-Cotraunists within the Guild.

In January, 19U9, the Los Angeles Office advised that the election within
the Screen Writers Guild had resulted in the defeat of the Cocxmurdat element within
the Guild, and the election of anti-Communists to all positions of prominence*
Los Angeles InformantflHHHVreported that one group within the Guild had
submitted a petition noHnaTIn^tester Cole and Ring Lardner, Jr., for the
Executive Board* Both Lardner and. Cole are known Communist members and are two
of the "Hollywood Ten*.

Infomant^^^H^stated that had the anti-Corammists not been elected
it had been the intentionof the majority of the Screen Writers Guild to pull
out of the Guild and form a new union, and to ask that the new union be certified
as the bargaining agent of writers within the industry*

The "New York Tines" of November 5, 19b8, reported that Judge Samuel
H. Kaufman had dismissed the civil antitrust suit which had been filed by the
Screen Writers Guild charging that motion picture producers had conspired to
govern the political views and associations of persons engaged in the production
of pictures* The dismissal was on technical grounds and the complainants were
.granted leave to file an amended complaint* Hie suit was originally brought
charging that the 'producers had agreed at a meeting in November, 19u7, that they
would not employ a Communist or a member of any group or party which advocated
the overthrow -of the United States by force or any illegal or unconstitutional
methods*

Screen Office and Professional Bnployees Guild

Die October 8, 191*8, issue of "Counterattack11 reprinted portions of a
letter written by Barney Balaban, President of Paramount, to the Screen Office
and Professional Employees Guild, which "Counterattack" described as an affiliate
of the United Office and Professional Workers of America, and. then described
both of such unions as "Communist controlled"*

Balaban stated that union officials* had refused to file non-Communist
affidavits and, therefore, Paramount was declining to negotiate with the unions*

- Among the statements quoted by "Counterattack" from Balaban'a letter were the

2 follow!ngx
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"As Americana we are opposed to all that Communism flmpresents
today* As thosa who share the responsibility for the welfare of the
Industry we are opposed to Communist Infiltration Into
An overwhelming accumulation of evidence convinces ue that the
Communist Party and its aonerents are bad for our country and bad
for our Industry. Our position, therefore, is very simple,
propose to exercise every legal right to keep them out

Tie

>f our affaire*

* * •

"If ever there were a time for each of us to stand
counted, this is it. Why should any American hesitate
and state *I am not a member of the Communist Party and
swear to it V Tihat opprobrium is there in the act of
affidavit that one is not an agent of a foreign
is this incredible attitude that stills the tongue and
hand from enlisting on the side of democracy? • .

governs

m

up and be
to stand up
I'm glad to

signing an
.t? What

stays the

indicated that theThe December 16, 191*8, issue of the "Daily Worker"
Screen Office and Professional Employees Guild had been appealing to movie -goers
in New York City to stay away from Loew's Theaters on Thursday and thus help Loew's
office employees to force the company to resume contract negotiations. The article
stated that the union had charged Loew's management with months of stalling in
connection with contract negotiations.

Labor League of Hollywood Voters

The "Hollywood Reporter" of November U, 19li8, contained a news item
that the Labor League of Hollywood Voters had been formed to; block Communist
penetration of motion pictures and that Ronald Reagan was Chairman and Roy Brewer
was Vice Chairman. The article continued that during the recent election, the
Labor League of H^L^uod Voters had endorsed anti-Communisti candidates. Los
Angeles Informanl^^^B in discussing this organisation, stated that it was
mainly an America^^^Mration of Labor organization which had been formed to
bring pressure on various AF of L organizations to get rid of Communists and to
cease sponsoring candidates endorsed by the Communists. IXirlng this discussion
this informant was of the opinion that the then current unemployment in the
movie industry was furnishing fertile grounds for the Communists, and he was
of the opinion that if the unemployment and depressed production situation continued
that the Communists would make more Inroads Into Hollywood labor or would at least
succeed in stirring up difficulty.

Motion Pictury Industry Council

The "New York Tiras" of February 1, 19h99 reportedi that the Motion
Picture Industry Council which had been established late in ISkl at the suggestion

of Eric Johnston "to weld all elements of the Industry into a solid front after
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the enunciation of the anti-Communist hiring policy*, had bean split wide open by
the withdrawal of the Hollywood AF of L Film Council which represented AF of L
notion picture unions, including the Screen Actors Guild and the International

| Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees. The AF of L withdrawal was reportedly
% due to the choice of Cecil B. Delttlle as Chairman of the Council succeeding Dore
* Senary. DeUllle waa described as a "persona non grata" to the AF of L because

of his dispute with the Federation of Radio Artists when he refused to pay a
$1.00 assessment in 19hk on the grounds of political freedom. Subsequently,
the Anerican Federation of Radio Artists banned DeUllle from the air. Hhis
article stated that the withdrawal of the AF of L FUa Council was "regarded as
a severe blow to the Council since the avowed purpose of the organisation waa
to unite film labor and film management In a solid front".
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XIX. C0MH0KI3T IHTILTRATIOir OF IHTOL'.CTAL OHOTPS

Moauunitt Party Directive of 1935, at reported by Confidential
'previously referred to herein which directed tha Comninlsts to
otion picture industry, included a specific call to tha Communists

requesting that they concentrate on tha 10-called Intellectual groups composed
of directors, writers, artists, actors, actresset, and highly paid technicians.
In this field of intellectual grouua, particularly among tha writer* and directors,
tha Cosnanlsts bavehfian moet successful and their Influence haa heen far reach-
ing* According toaHBthe Cowman1st activity In this field has been to work
through front organization* which ware not op*nly identified as Commnist Party
groups out, nevertheless, were controlled or under tha influence of the Party
through its official neabership.

^*o^^|ther substantiate tha report of Informant f^^V Confidential In-
formant J^^jmHrof the Hew Tor* Office hat related tha^Fuart of tha Commu-
nist Farry^sgenerai program to infiltrate the notion picture industry wan

penetrate the so-called intellectual groups in Hollywood* According t

one of the key figures of the Communist Party In propagating this plan orm;
tratlng the intellectual prouus is John Howard Lawson* Lawson has hepn identified
as a Communist screen writer in Section I of this memorandum.

Infomant^^Hreported that in 1930, In the Soviet Union there was set

uu an organisation known as the International Union of Revolutionary Theatre.
This grout) was the parent of a multitude of sub-organization* which, in the United
States, were known as Workers 1 Theatres, Theatre Groups, et cetera* The first group
formed as an outgrowth of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres was
the League of "Workers 1 theatres, created In Hew Tork in approximately 193S. During
1934, its nana was changed to tha Hew Theatre League.

Hew Theatre League

InfornantH^^Vhas reported that this organization set up a Hatlonal
Executive Board In l55o7 composed of representatives in tha writing and directing
field throughout the United Slates* Among the individuals who were associated
with this group In an executive capacity and who have heen active in Hollywood
are John Howard Lawson, writer; Albert Haiti, writer; Clifford Odets, writer;
Jay Leyda, director; Lester Cola, writer; Herbert Biberman, director; Frank 7\xttle,

director; J. Edgar Bromberg, actor; Lionel Stander, actor; and Donald Ogden Stew-

art, writer. Of the above mentioned individuals Lawson, Halts, leyda, Colt, Biber-

man, Tattle, and Bromberg all have been identified as Comnunlst* and their Commu-

nist affiliations are set out in Section I. Clifford Odets, according to
Informant ^^^Hwae one of tha original organisers of tha League of American Writer*.

Lionel Stander has been reported by Informant ^^^pt* having been a mem-

ber of tha American League for Peace and Democracy, as velvet having been active



in the American League Against War an^^a^cisa and the north American Committea
To lid Spanish Democracy. Informant ^^^Hp** advised that Stand* r vat at ons
time on* of the moet act Ire Communist^^^^he Hollywood professional set. Donald
Ogdsn Stewart, according to Informant^^^B was a member of the League of American
Writers, the American Peace Mohilisation^international Workers Order, Screen Writers
Guild, Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and the Amerieanteagua for Peace and Demo-
cracy. Stewart has been identified by Informant ^^^^^P* * Communist,

The American League Against War and fascism and the American League for
Peace and Democracy both are subversive organisations and hare been declared tub-
versive within the purview of the Hatch Act. The Forth American Comnlttee To Aid .,

Spanish Democracy Is a Communist influenced organisation a* is the International
Workers Order, both of which have been referred to the Department for its consider^
atlon under Executive Order Humber 9835, dated March PI, 1947. The Hollywood organi-
sations with which these individuals are affiliated are discussed In this Section
of the memorandum.

League of Agerlcan Writers

According toflHHanother mobilizing force In the cultural field which
was active in the earlyi33os in Hollywood, California, was the League of Acerl-
can Writers. ^ie League of Aztorlcan Writers war. said to be a part of an inter-
national organization of writers and intellectuals which had its origin at a World
Congress of Writers held In Kharkov, Bnssla, during tfovember of 1930.

Soon after this Congress, there appeared in the United States groups of
wrltere In the. larger cities who organised themselves under the direction of the

•nlst Party into what were called John Reed Clubs. According to Informant
a convent Ion % in January 1935, was held in Hew fork City of tho John P.eed

• According to this source, the principal business transacted by this session
was to call another Congress of writers which was to be h-ld In Hew Tork City,

April 1935. When this Congress conv^nod, all John Heed Clubs we** dissolved and
in their nlace a much broader organixAtioi^jaafonne^™own an the League of Ameri-
can Writers. Confidential Infomant^^^^^|^^|^^|yrelated that at this first
writers Congress, the Communist Party was onenly represented and the Congress was
under the direction of Karl Browder, at that time secretary of the Communist Party,
USA. Soon after this meeting, the Hollywood motion picture* began to attract writers

from all parts of the United States and in fact from all parts of the world. This
resulted in the establishment of the Hollywood Chanterof the League °f American
Writers In the Fall of 1935. According to Xn'orranlflHp the purpose of this
group was to bring the writers employed In the motioi^icture industry under the
Influence of the League of American Writers which at that time was the foremost
Communist front organisation operating in the so-called intellectual fields for
the Communist Party in the United States. He related that the efforts of this

group were extremely successful which resulted in this branch- becoming, in a short
time, the dominant unit of the League and one of its strongest propaganda instru-
ments.

-a- •
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[related tfcat up until the time of the signing *f the Hitlerr3talin
Pact on Auguet «3 # 1939, the League of American Wrltere, including the Hollywood
Chapter, worked out In the open and vaa boit successful In ita Communist activi-
ties* How*ver, following the signId* of this Pact the League beinf completely
under the control of th« Conranlst Party changed ite position from one of collac-
tive security to isolation which resulted In the League becoming very cautious and
working practically in secret* This change in policy exposed the Leagueto^he
piblic ae a Communist front organisation. On July 17, 1947, Inforoant^f^Bur-
niahed a list of the last set of officer* and executive hoard member* ox^ne League
of AmericanJfeyere, which van taken from the stationery of the organisation,
according tHHth#ia officers were elected at the fourth writers* Congressh*ld
in Hew Tork cfty^tune 1941, for a tens of two years. According to^M^^Khese
officers remained in office until the organisation went out of existence ^l^Wt3. *

The officers elected in June of 1941, were the following:

Theodore Dreiser
Daschlell Hamcott
Donald Ogden Stewart
John Howard Lawson
Albert Malts
Meridel Lareuer

George Seldes

Richard Wright
Franklin Polsom

Honorary President
President
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Vice President

vice President

Vice President - tfegro

Executive Secretary

Novelist
Screen Writer
Screen Writer
Screen Writer
Screen Writer
Writer for
*%»w Masses"
*3dltor of

"In Pact"
- Writer

The executive hoa-d consisted nf M member* nf which 9 have Comronist
Party recorde.- In addition to these 9 t the Honorary President Dreiser and the
vi ce President Malts also have Comnunist records. T^ese Conrunlst records are
as follows:

Theodore Dreiser

The "Daily Worker", Conoun 1st newspaper, on July 30, 1945, carried the
following headlines: "Theodore Joins The Coswnnlat Party." It stated "Dreiser,
an outstanding novelist of the world, a polled for membership In the newly recon-
stituted Communist Party and was admitted by a unanimous vote of the delegates at
the convention in New Tork City." Dreiser died on December 39, 1945.

John Howard Lawson

.* The Communist Party affiliations of John Howard Lawson are set out in
Section X of thla memorandum. . . ^

Albert Malts

The Coamniat Party affiliations of Maltt are alio set out in Section X

of this memorandum.
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Georgia Backus also known as Km. Herman J. Alexander

The CoBBsunlet Party affiliation* of thin individual vlll also lie found
tot out In 3eetloi^^^M«Bc?|orafidua. With regard to Backus, It should he
pointed oat thatHH^^^|HB » Confldtntlal Infonrant of the Ion Angela

•

Office, advised tla^in^H^^rT^r, Backus was la the ca«t of the new radio play
"The Life of Riley* at the Rational Broadcasting Company.

Alvah Cecil Bess la

are also set out la Sec-The Communist affiliate
tlon X of thl« memorandum.
It was ascertained in March or ig*5, that Senile" va* ftlrmi^™
ers because of his activities In the studio strike and due to the fact- that fol-
lowing the strike. It became apparent that he was sympathetic with the Communist
element. In 1938 Bessie fought in the ranks of the Abrafcaa Lincoln Brigade and
following the conflict, he wrote, "Ken in Battle."

John Hilton Bright

John Hilton Bright, a screen writer, has been identified through a high-
ly confidential but most delicate source on Hovember 4, 1943, as a member of the
Borthwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. At this time through,
this source, it was ascertained that he held the position of educational director
of Branch & In the Party,

1

- lester Cole

Lester Cole, who is a screen writer by profession, has been Identified
as a Berber of the Communist Political Association and the Coanonlst Party. Bis
Comnunlat connections are set out in Section I of thla memorandum.

Ruth McKennoy
Richard Braneton also known as Bruce Hinton

Ruth HcXenney, writer and the wife of Richard Bran aton, admitted member-
ship in the Communist Party before a victory rally held In Washington, D. C. on
January 16, 1942, according to Sally Mnehmore of the Washington, D.C. Press Bureau.
Through a highly confidential but most delicate source, it wan ascertained on May
6, 1944, that on March 1, 1944 Bruce Minton transferred frosi the Washington, D.C.
Branch of the Communist Party to the Hollywood, California Branch and that hie wife,

; Rath MdCenney likewise transferred frosi the White Collar Branch of the Connunlst
.Party In Washington, D. C, to tha Communis* Party in Hollywood, California.

The Los Angeles "Bally Hews" in the September 19, 1946, Issue carried
an article reflecting that Bruce Minton and his wif« Ruth McJTenney were ousted
from the Communist Party.
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; W» L* River

| River, who it employed as a screen writer, has been identified as a mem-
* bar of the Communist Political Association nd the Communist Party. His Communist
Party affiliations are sat out in Section I of this naaorsndimt.

Philip Edirajd Stsranson

Stevenson'* a novelist, playwright and short story writer, has been iden-
tified as a member of the Communist Party and Conmonist Political Association*
His Communist affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum*

*

Tess Slessinger, with alias Teas Shleslnger, also known as
Mrs* Frank Davis

Tess Slessinger collaborated with Frank Davis on the screen play, "Claudia
and David," for Twentieth Century Fox. She has been Identified through a very
reliable but extremely delicate source on August 31, 19hk9 as a member of the North
West Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association* The "Los
Angeles Times", on February 23, 19h$9 reflected that Teas Slessinger died in Up-
land, California on February 22, 19U5.

Hollywood School for Writers

^ -tte^League of American Writers established In Hollywood, according to
Informantfl^Bthe Hollywood School for Writers which acted as a subsidiary of the
league of American Writers and was Bald to be a transmission belt whereby budding
writers were developed along political lines following by the League of American
Writers and conditionedfor eventual membership In the League as well as the Commu-
nist Party* This School was established In October of 1939* An examination of its
listed Instructors and lecturers for 19142-19k3 reflects that the majority of them
have been identified with various Communist Front movements. Many of them actual-
ly were menfcers of the Communist Party, such as John Howard Lawson, Guy Endore and
Dalton Trumbo. The Communist Party affiliations of these individuals are set out
in Section I of this memorandum*

Hollywood writers Mobilisation

According to Informant^^^^HH|HHHyof the Los Angeles Office,
i the Hollywoo^writers MobilizattJnianotnerorcsnoot of the league of American
; Writers. I^HLr te^ed^ when the Conmruniat Party line changed with the invasion

i of Russia D^Aaolf Hitler on June 22, 19bl, it beeame necessary to dissolve such
* organisations as the Hollywood Peace Form, the Hollywood league for Democratic
Action, the American Peace Mobilisation and the Motion Picture Democratic Committee
which ha^been^ opposing the entrance of the United States into war* By February -

of 19li2,V^^Btated these organisation had been "liquidated" and the Communist
Party haorVcTared itself forAll participation in the war*
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The fire^of these to emerge, according to^^^Fwas the Hollywood Writers
? Mobilisation, ^^^^elated that this organization aetWHy etn Into existence
* aarly in 1943. Testa+ed tlmt the personnel of the new organisation Included writer*

£ In the Motion picture industry who had heretofore teen affiliated with the League
of American Writer*. The Chairman of this new organisation was Robert Rossen whose
Communist Party affiliations are set out In Section 1. Somen has also heen active
In the Scraen Writers Guild, a Communist influenced group.

Confidential Informantl^^^n>f the Los Angeles Office related that the
following eight guilds sponsored TheHollywood Writers Mobilisation at the tine
it was set up, and that each of these guilds was under Communis* influence!

.

»

1. Screen Writ are' Guild

2. Radio Writers 1 Guild
3. Screen Publicists 1 GuiH
4. Screen Readers' Guild
5. Screen Cartoonists 1 Guild
6. American Hewspaper Guild

7. Independent Publicists' Guild
8. Song Writers' Protective Association

He related that while the total membership of these Guilds was approxi-
mately 7,500, the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation was operated by representatives
or delegates fron these Guilds which number not more than twenty-five indi-

. viduaIs as John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, Francis Faragoh and Herbert Biber-
nan, all of vhoa he described as Commnists. The Communist affiliations of all
of these individuals with the exception of Francis Faragoh, are set out in Section
7 of this memorandum. He related that the organization was a paper-type group
which "stooged* for the Loague of American Writers, through which the latter con-
tinued to operate as a propaganda agency for the Communist Party.

The announced purpose of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation was to mobi-
lize the writers In the screen Industry to assist In the war effort and particu-
larly to assist the various Government and military agencies in ths preparation
of propaganda material for us* either against the enemy or for general morale pur-
poses at home.|^P|^Puescrlbed the organization's orlmary purpose as b-ing the
providing of material for military Camp "shows slanted to project the Comroniat
line. He further described it ae a clearing house for Communist propaganda in

Hollywood.

Mare Connelly, one of the dominant figures In the creation of this or-

ganisation, in testifying before the Joint Tact Finding Committee on Un-American
Activities in California on July 13, 1944, stated that the Hollywood Writers Mobi-
lization "has been supplying the Office of War Information, the Army, the Navy,

the T7S0 end the Red Cross" with publicity material. ^

According to Informant this organisation Injected such phasss of
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Communist propaganda into it* work as the demand for a second f~ont , freedom for

India, Independence for Puerto Rico, racial equality and similar material which

- fostered the Communist Party program.

\ In Kay of 1942, the Los Angeles Office learned that the publication of the

Hollywood Writer? Mobilization known as the "Cnmrcar.ique" was now captioned "Communi-

Jf^l *lue »
Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense in Cooperation with — 0T2M*. The

' publication was being mailed under the official Government frank which read H3xscu-

tlve Office of the President, Office of Emergency Management, Washington, D.C.,

Official Business. Penalty for Private Hue to Avoid Payment of Postage, $300 GP9.*

- The Los Angeles Office obtained two copies of this publication, one dated April 10,

'y§tvij 1942, and the other dated April 17, 1943. The April 17, 1943 issue is maintained

in the files of the Bureau.

Confidential Infomant^^^^^H)f the Los Armeies Office reported

the fol loving information concernln^^n^^^^^Wind or this set up. He related

that the head of the radio section of O^M at Washington was Bernard Schoenfeld,

who was a close friend of Garson Kanin, the individual in charge of the film sec-

tion of OW. Michael Kanin, a brother of Garson and ?ay Kanin, the wif e of Michael

;| are writers who were connected with the League of American Writers. Garson Kanin,

j according to this source, went to Schoenfeld in Washington and told him that he,

| Kanin, had a brother and sister-in-law who were in Hollywood. Fe stated that they

I '-ere talented In writing and that they were very anxious an3 willing to b* of assis-

tance in the O^M. An a result of these contacts, Tay Kanin was -out to wor'c on a

i

radio project preparing Information being nut out by the O^JM. After which, Michael

, Kanin anneared and suggested that they should get busy and contact the Hollywood

League of American Writers and endeavor to have them preoare the inform tion which

J was to be put out in the 't Com^Junique. ,,

Mr.%. H, Washburne was contacted on October 13, 1943, at which time he

advised that he.was appointed by t**™^*J^fflflftll +ftfc
nff1

|ff Qt^Smergsncy

Management4 to be^n char^^? the L£te_jQre^fg*^raJlg[ O^Mfrlnfornation 5ljflj»
** W&h. Tta^elaWst that 9hcrtirHhillPRi%ilr# IH IIJfH \^ ' fti -.J'ay, £f£ln , tflc-^

AaewCanin, Ring Lardner, Jr. and others to dSscuss thejfeans of obtaining the aid

of certain film writers to publicize those things whlch^trft" Of^RHyfJKBP"6*^
^Management, Infcreation Division, wished to give publicity in order that correct

„ information could bo made known to the public by the best possible means. He

'"'-'3 ' stated that on this occasion the "Communique" , an information letter, was decided

upon as being the best method for this publicity.

|Vj|f ^ ^ftr" Wash^jry re^A^^l^rowV Mi _ „

%sf| Tnergoncy w«^|£|ffiy^aBhln£lon^>^C. ^and* obtalnedauthorTty to pubilsn the

iSftt i *Comnunique n
. The articles for toe*Communique" were written by the commit-tee

Sft1f| whicjti was composed of the aforementioned writers and others ^hd*N*ere submitted" flf
^'s-a '>Mr. tfashbflrne'r Washbu-ne'""relat.e

,

u
l %tm articles which were taken

mimeographed, assembled and distributed by his staff to members of the Tilm Writers

Suild. According to 'Jf^i^S** specific prupose of this Information letter

was to put information into the hands o*" the members of the Tilm Writers 1 Guild,

with the *Idea that these persons would stop it* in the Tirodnction m>on which they

- * -
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were working so that thin Information would be made available to the Tjubllcf and
would give proper publicity to those things which the Office of ^mergnncy Manage-
ment felt should h^e publicised. Shortly after this coralttee waa formed, Vash-

etataft that h# waa contacted by the Hollywood Wrltere Mobilisation who In-
o'rmea Mc that their organization had been net up for Just such a purpose and

that therefore there wae a duplication by the organisation and the committee*
Consequently he related, that the committee becane a T»rt of the Bollywood Vrltera
Mobilization. He stat»d that the flrat eight editions o* the "Communique" were
prepared on paper furnished by the Office of Saergency Management and were aimec—
graphed by the Office of 3merg^ncy Management Staff. He also related that the
first three editions of the "Communique" were nailed under the franking privilege.

.#

In March of 1943 the wibllcatlon "Variety* reported that the Coordina-
tor of Inter-American Affairs would make transcript* of Office of War Information-*
Hollywood Writers Mobilization radio programs for broadcast in foreign languages.
The air show referred to was a radio urogram entitled "Tree World Theatre Air Show- ,

which was instituted an* produced Jointly by the Office of 'War Information and the
Hollywood Vrlters Mobilisation. "Variety" also reflected that the Hollywood Vrltera
Mobilisation held a meeting of forty writers to supply Ideas for this urogram under
the Chairmanship of John Vexlay, who has been Identified as a Comrunlst and whose
Communist Party affiliations are set out In Section I of this memorandum. The
Tree Vorld Theatre Program had such individuals connected with It as Jay Goraey,
Bdward Sliscu and Henry Myers, writers of the propaganda musical cozedy "Meet the
People." These individuals likewise have been identified as Communists and their
Communist connections are set out In Section I of this memorandum.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^ -

Special service contact Ss^mmmmmmmmmmmt°^ *ne Angeles Office advised
that the Hollywood Writers MoblllxaUoi^lBowrote and produced a serleR of short
propaganda plays for the OVI for use in industrial plants and Arm; eamps. Those
assisting In this phase of activity Included well-known members of the League of

American Writers, a Commajiist front group. In addition, the Hollywood Vrlters
Mobilization worked closely with Helso^^oynt£r»»ho, until July of 1943, was coor-
dinator for GoTeroaent films for OVI. ^HjjHjj^Hfe'ela ted that the production of

these films was under the direct contro^ana^SWrvislon of Foynter and that'Foyn-
ter before accepting these films demanded a pro-Russian slant as a prerequisite to
acceptance. He reported that Foynter associated himself with the Hollywood Writers
Mobilisation and worked closely with Communists Robert Rossen, Valdo Salt and Frank
Tuttie, all of whom have been identified as Communists in Section I of this memo-
randum. Foynter' s office was discontinued In July of 194.1.

In conjunction with the University of California at Los Angeles the
Hollywood Writers Mobilization Jointly sponsored the Writers 1 Congress*
Actually, according toMfl^thls Writers 1 Congress was the Fifth Congress
of the League of AmerlcaniTriters had become publicly branded as a Communist dominate!

group. This Congress was held as scheduled and attended by soma fifteen hundred
.

writers from all over the United States. Infonnar.*jj|J|**related that the Holly-

- e -



wood Writers Mobilisation was the Medium whereby the Commnis* control of the entire
proceedings was established and maintained. Fa stated that the leading Communist
writers were said to hawo attended and dominated every session.

The "rVoples World", a west coast Communist newspaper for Jans 10, 1944.
reflected that arrangements were made betwsen Robert RisMn, Chief of tha Overseas
711a Barman of the OWT and the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, whereby the screen
writers would as (nine responsibility for the production and writing of all docu-
mentary films for overseas distribution* "ha program of films called for a "Pro-
jection of America* series and a new group of Invasion films f"r distribution in
Germany and the satellite count rl- a. ,

The Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, according to the article, had sot
up a working cosnittee which was to consist of such well-known Coamrinlsts as John
Howard Law*on and Robert Rossen, identified in Section I o* this p-morandua.
In addition, such prominent Communist sympathisers as Marc Connelly, Howard Ssta-
brook, John Houseman, Talbot Jennings, Howard Koch and Harry Tugend. all of whoa
have been identified with Corauunist Influenced or Infiltrated groups previously In
this memorandum were affiliated with this committee.

The August 7, 1944, Isrue of "Variety - reported that a program of eleT«n
short subjects and five uewsreel bulletins had h*en arranged for prodnc*ion by
the Hollywood Writers Hoblllxat Ion. The article reflected that the fllns would
be produced In various Hollywood studios with players from the Screen Actors'

- Gulld^ and wrlteja. from the Hollywood Writers Mobilization.

The pictures planned to be produced Included the following: "It's
tfurder, - "The "Story With Two Sndings," "When He Comes Home," "So Tar So Good",
"Air Transport Comrand," and "World Peace Through World Trade." "It's Murder"

was written by Henry Blankfort, who has been identified as n Communist. "The
Story With Two Sndings" was to be written by Harold Buchnan and Lou Sclonon,
both of whom were identified as Cojironists. vrfhen Re Comes Rome" was to be writ-
ten by Paul Trivers. Trivcrs has also been Indentlfled as a Coamunlst. "So Par
So Good" was being written by^Oscar Saul, al«o Identified as a Communist. "World
Peace Through World Trade* was to be written by 3dward VUscu, also Identified
as a Communist. All of the above Individuals referred to as Ccsrrunist« have
their Communist affiliations s*t out In Section I of this memorandum.

According to Infornarit^Kj during *he month of January, 1945, informa-
tion was r*ceivd that the HollywoodWritera Mobilisation, throngh Its connection
with the Office of War Information, had become a part of what. «*« officially called
the War Activities Committee, Hollywood Division. Other Organisations officially
affiliated with the Comrtlttee vers the Screen Writers' Guild, Screen Directors 1

Guild, Screen Actors' Guild, and other similar type groups,
y

According to Icformant^H^pin May of 1949, John Howard lawson, one

of the leading Communists in the motion picture) industry, was appointed by the



Hollywood Writers Mobilization to act as its representatlYe as an observer at the
United Rations Conference.

Confidential InformantJHBbf the Lot Angeles Office stated that during
the spring of 1945 the work of theHoIlyvood Writers Mobilisation in connection
with the Office of War Information, Oremeat Bureau,vent into high 'gear as a re-
sult of a series of conferences between Kobert Riskln, Chief of the Bureau for

OWI, and the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, Editorial Committee on Orerseas
Tiles. It should be pointed out that seven out of the fourteen members of the
Editorial Committee were Identified as Communists, Including John Howard Lawson,
Melvyn levy, Hichard Collins, Waldo Salt, Leonardo BercoTlcl, Arthur Blrnkraat,
and Sidney ftichman. the Comrunist affiliations of thou* Individuals aro set out
in Section I of this memorandum.

Confidential Informant ^^^pelated that beginning on Kay 21, 1945,
the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation was to produce a series of radio programs over
the Blue Network dealing with problems of the returning soldiers, The Committee
producing this has been described as one strongly under the influence of known
Conoun i (its such as Louis Solomon.

Confidential InfoncantflJ^Pelated that the Hollywood Writers Mobili-
zation has been active in supporting and participating In the activities of the

Hollywood Independent Citizens Comrlttee of the art*, Sciences and Professions,
a Communist infiltrated and influenced organisation. It also produced a quarter-

ly magazine known as the "Hollywood ^larterly* In cooperation with the Universi-
ty of** California at Loo Angeles. Included as one of the editors of this publication
was John Howard Lawson, one of the Communist Party leaders in the film industry.
*olf related that other known Communists and Communist synmathiiera were also
affiliated with this publication in a lesser capacity.

Informant^^^^elated that in addition, this organisation ha* shown
Russian propaganda motion -clotures at the Gordon Theatre in Let Ang«les as wall
an at other Independent theatres In the Los Angeles and Hollywood araa. Other
Jenown Commnist front groups harm al*o participated in this type of activity.

following the elimination of the Office of War Infant* t ion as a Got*to-
ment agency, the Hollywood Writer* Mobilization devoted its activities to the-

propaganda field through radio and publications. The official newspaper of the
American Hevsnaper Guild la June of 1946 reflected that the Hollywood Writers
Mobilisation had rendered numerous war services, among which were the following:

Documentary and sVort subject flima - 210 ^> -

Radio script • -1069 2
War activity feature stories - 125

Confidential Informantflfl||Arelated that thl * Common1st controlled
organization had narrowed its activities considerably, confining its functions



primrlly to the radio fl-ld

A letterhead of the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation dated January 8,
T 1947 reflected that thara were 71 persona llatnd a* wa^ni of the executive

council of tha orpin 1tatIon as of that data. Twelva perron* on the ex-cut
council have record* of Comnanltt membership and 5 of tha Reuben of tha editor-
ial hoard hare alto been Identified a« Communists. The following Individual*
ara members of tha editorial hoard who have been identified as Communists In

Section X of this memorandums

King Lardner, Jr.
Asa Borda^es
Gordon Kahn
Bill Blowita

In addition Evelyn Huisphreys has heen identified as a Kpaher of tha

Comaunlst Political Association on January 16, 194.1!, through a very reliable
hut extreccly delicate source of information . The individual? whose namntt apr-a**

>n the executive council of this organisation that have heen idpntifled as Corv
ro-niets are as follove;

Sam Koore Second Vice Chairman Radio writer
Abraham I. Polonsky Secretary Writer
Pnulir.e LaubT Finn Secretarial work

^ _ 3111 Blawiti
rfichard Collins Screen writer
Jay _Gorney Screen writer
John Howard Lawfon Screen writer
Leon Meadow Screen writer
William 3. Oliv-r a Prenidnrt, Los Angeles Newspaper Oulld
"obert P.ossen Writer and Director
Bernard Vorhau* Writer
Jorn Veher Writer

Of the above 1 1« ted" Individuals, Moore, Polonr>y t Blowlts, Collins,
Go raey , Lawson and Ros«?cn have dean identified in Section I as Cooaamiste,
*fce Conanunlst connections of tha remaining Individuals are sot out hereinafter.

Paul Lauder Finn
*

* Finn was Identified through a very reliable hut extremely d*llca*e
5 source as a member of V e Communist Party and/or member ef the Comininlst Folltt-
* cal Association on June 30, 1944, Anjrutt 31, 19-14, January 1G, 1945, and Tern-

ary 35, 1945. Through this sabs source In Juna of 1944 she was Identified as

educational director of Branch D of tho Vorthvest Section of -the Los Angeles
County Communist Political Association.



fon Meadow

Leon Meadev, a screen writer, van Identified ae if July 13, 1945, a< a
fomr member of Branch 3, Section of the Cocmclat Party of Hew York City *r.d

on December 7, lS^^ranjfdrre^toVraren 1 s Grcjp* lr< Hollywood. -This incarnation
wa« ofrtalnaj_Jlxflm.Bmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^smmmmmmT an informant of the. Los Angeles Office

[County Communist Party Headquarters*

William g. Ollvor

Oliver was Identified through an extremely confidential but very deli-
cate scarce on March 8, 1944 as a meaner of the San* Hollywood Comroniat Club.
Kn of Kovemb.jr 8, 1944, Oliver was reported to he the drama editor and critic
of the "Los Angeles Herald Sxprees,"

Bernard Yorhana

Bernard Vorhaus was identified through a very highly confidential hut
eitrenely d r»l 1 c«* t* gourd* on August 31 , 1944 1 as having "been a Heater of the
jTorthweet flection of the Communist Party of Los Angeles County on special leave
prior to 1943.

John Weber

John Weber, a scresn writer, was Identified in 1943 as a member of the
Communist Party through an extremely confidential and most dwllcate source of
fnformatlon. He is a former president of the Screen Readers Guild and at present
is In charge of the writer* department of the William Morris Booking Agency in
Hollywood. Through an extremely confidential but mo«t delicate source of informa-
tion, it was ascertained that during the turner of 1946 his wife acted as organi-
sational secretary of the Cultural Section of the Los Angeles County Communist
Party.

A. The Writers Congress held at the University of Southern California
at Los Angeles. Hov^mb^r 1-3. 1943

Thn report cf the Joint Pact Finding Committee of the 5*th California
Legislature, i34o, reflects Uiat in Au/nist of 1943, under the auspices of the

• University of Cali'omla end the Eollywood Writers Mobilization, a letter signed

j by Marc Connelly and Balph Yreod as Co-Chairman of the Congress Committee, announced
* the Writers Congress to be held at Royce Hall, University of Southern California
- at Lo« Armies from October 1-3, 1943.

Confidential Informant ^^^^^^^^^^^^Hof the Lbs Angeles Office
advl3"d that while this Congrecs ^^^'l^WSHea^EeffVth Writers Congress, It
should have been called this due to the fact that many of the same Individual*
irho were in chaffc* of directing the activities of the ?i?ei

t
Second, Third,

and Fourth Writers Congresses were also in charge of directing the affairs
- 12 - im



of this- one

.

The reiwrt of *he Joint 5Vct Finding Concltt'-e of the F.fth California
Legislature, 1945, reflect* that a sutv-^fieial invest lotion of this Congress
disclosed its Cooiwinist !ntplratloc and guidance. The report reflected that
many of the name* Included in the Congress and the advisor? committee were
•innocents", clearly unaware of the Commnltt Inters?** and xwrooiies of this
Congress.

Confidential lafomant^^^^mpf the Los Ang»l*f Office
reported on January 5, 1945, that^hTsuo^raaswasattended by approximately
3000 writers and operated through panel forums and seminars. He staUd *hat the
proceedings of the Congress were published by the rniversity of Southed Califor-
nia Press in 1944. He related that immediately following the Congress, a Writers
Congress continuations committee of 41 members wee eet up to handle the work
of the Congress. H|^relot.sd that 12 member* ef continuations committee
held membership intna Jfnrthvest Section of the Comaunist Party of Los Angeles
County. They are as follows!

Bill Blowitz
Sidney Bichetan

AbraE S, Burrows
Richard Collins
John Howard Lawson
Melvln Levy

; J.09*f Hischel
Sam Moore
Meta Reis
Robert Roseea
71ctor Shaolro
Louis Solomon

The Conmnlst affiliations of these Individual* are *et out in Section
I of this memorandum, with the exception of Hei* and Shapiro.

tit the TTnivereity of Southern Callfnrpla Press advised
Agents of'TJIeTo's^tS^eTeir Office, who interviewed ^^MB^^B^kr^HlySa^
1947, that the Hollywood Writers. Mobilization had ^ase?RoexisT^|BBHHH|
advised that the Hollywood Qiarterly which was published by the^PniversTTyer^^
California Press, and the PollyvonA C$iart*rly Associates would centime to be
published by the Hollywood Quarterly Association, which organisation had
taken over the affairs of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization*

Hollywood Community Radio

Confidential Informall^J^Jhas advised that the Hollywood Community
Radio group Is composed of a numhor of individuals Who are known Communists and

- 1? -
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Cotwnist sympathisers, mny of whoa vera active meabera of the Hollywood Writers
Mobilization. Anong the known Coananistt on the Board of Directors of this 'orgaiji-

tatlon are: Hy Kraft, screen writer and Abrahaa L. Polonsky, screen writer.
The Conainlst affiliations nf these individuals are set oat In Section I of tMe
Benorandun.

Informantf^^fhas related that this group is endeavoring to obtain
a license for a radloa^tlon In the vicinity of Loe Angeles. According to Con-
fidential Informant if this peralt Is granted and the radio station set
up, it will be ran anaoperated by the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and will
be an outlet for the Conaanlet uropaganda disseminated by this group*

"he Federal Communications Coamils^ion Is conducting hearing relative
to the establishment of this radio station. As you will recall, the Comnunlrt
connections o* the individuals affiliated with this f.rmv hare been ^n\l«h«d
to the Fed»ral Comnunlcatlone Comini salon by this Bureau.

People's Educational Cnnter. also known as The Loe Angeles Bdvoatlonal
Association. Inc.

The People's Educational Cftnt^rwosfir^^^^|d at a meeting on 3*cem-
ber 19', 1943. Confidential Informant H^^^Hj^^^^^Htof the Los Argeles
Office who was e plant informant, aad^^Wa™™ffl^T^^™^op^^or a nim«o^»*aT>h»d letter
written to the students of the Los Angeles Worker* School, an organ of the Com-
nwnlst Party on November 29, 1943, advising that the Workers School had been
an actiTe participant in the fornation of the People's Educational Center and
had ait-sifted to aid its organisation and growth. -This letter urged students
of the Workers School to support the People's Educational Center.

was ascertained that an exscutlve committee
14, at which Max Silver, then organisational

secretary, brought up the question of the People's Educational Center and stated
that the Worker* School had decided to cooperate officially with the People's
Educational Center and that eventually the Worker* School would bo closed entirely.
Subsequently the Workers School was discontinued by the* Coraunlst Party.

The People's Educational Center was Incorporated under the laws of
the State of California under the nana of the Los Angeles Idueational Association.
Inc., wherein It was described as a non-profit educational club organised for
the purpose of realising through stndy and education the ideal*, of £«swcracy
and aid, through education. In the accomplishment of an enlightened and hareonlouf
community.

Through Confidential Informant]
^^omnunist Party Headquarters in ^oa angeies, it wac ascertained

_ ing of the hoar* of directors of this organisation- was Veld on January 25,
1947, at which time Mr. Sidney Davison, director of the school, announced that

- 14 -
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during the echool year of 1946, enrollment had increased *0 cent and th*t
In the fall term of 1945 , there were enrolled 553 individual* who took 635
classes. A total of 1808 individuals took 2058 clashes during the war. The
school as of that tine was self-supporting and all debts had been paid off.

The school 1 * catalogue for th* eumrer of 1947 reflects that there
are no formal entrance reeuirenents for attendance of this eohool. The r«gu-
lar fee for a course is $1.oo except for certain designated courses. Thar* are
«*-.t forth hereinafter the members of the hoard of trusteee'and teaching staff
of the People's Educational Center ti reflected in their 1947 catalogue*

Board of Trustees

Dr. Leo Blgeltran. President,, Through a highly cor.f ldential out most
delicate source on January 16, 1945. It was ascertained that Bigelran was a Com-
runlst. Bigelman is a medical doctor hy profession practicing medicine in Holly-
wood. He is described as a teacher and lecturer on social, economic and political
question.

Helmer Bergman. Vice President. Bergman, who is a member of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 40, ATL, is teaching the course
known as "Trade Union Principles and Practices. * Bergman's Communist affiliations
are set out in Section I of this memorandum.

Maurice Howard. Secretary-Treasurer. Howard, who is the business agent
of the Screen Cartoonists Guild is teaching a course known as "History of the Am-
erican Labor Movement." On February 26, 1945, it was ascertained through a very
reliable but most delicate source that Howard was a Communist.* -

S idney Day! son . PI rec t or - Davison, the director, tenches a course at the
school known as "Review of the Week." Fe has been identified through a highly con-
fiden*lal but most dellca'egCTy^eas^a current iwirher of the ComronlAt Party in
Los Angeles, as well by fl^^HH^^HBB^^H^^^^M^lnforrrent the Los
Angeles Office who is prfRn^^^^^^^^^^^^H^^^^Hollyvocd Sor+heast
Community Club, Communl3t Party JBsssWmm«mmm»mmmmmasmam""smmm"^'

Dr. Jack Aclrs. Aglna is a medical doctor urac* icing in Pollywood. He
has not been definitely identified as a member of the Comnnnist Party. However,
his wife, Minr.a, was identified es a current member of the Communist Party through
a most reliable but very delicate source on Jfay 25, 1947.

George Beller. Beller, who It an accountant and an auditor, has been 1-

dentif led through a most reliable but very delicate source o& May 35, 1947, as a
current member of the Communist Party. *

Dorothy Connelly . Through this same source Dorothy Connelly has been
identified as a member of the Wilshire-Tairfajc Club, 16th Congressional District
Communist Party, Los Angeles County.


