GEORGE  CRABBE
Reproof and advice, it is probable, every author will receive,
if we except those who merit so much of the former, that the
latter is contemptuously denied them ; now of these, reproof,
though it may cause more temporary uneasiness, will in many
cases create less difficulty, since errors may be corrected when
opportunity occurs j but advice, I repeat, may be of such
nature, that it will be painful to rejeft, and yet impossible to
follow it; and in this predicament I conceive myself to be
placed. There has been recommended to me, and from
authority which neither inclination nor prudence leads me to
resist, in any new work. I might undertake, an unity of subjeQr,
and that arrangement of my materials which connects the whole
and gives additional interest to every part; in fa6t, If not an
Epic Poem, striftly so denominated, yet such composition as
would possess a regular succession of events, and a catastrophe
to which every incident should be subservient, and which every
charafter, in a greater or less degree, should conspire to accom-
plish.
In a Poem of this nature, the principal and inferior cha-
rafters in some degree resemble a general and his army, where
no one pursues his peculiar obje£h and adventures, [but] pursues
them in unison with the movements and grand purposes of the
whole body; where there is a community of interests and a
subordination of a£tors; and it was upon this view of the subjeft,
and of the necessity for such distribution of persons and events,
that I found myself obliged to relinquish an undertaking, for
which the charafters I could command, and the adventures
I could describe, were altogether unfitted.	*
But if these characters which seemed to be at my disposal
were not such as would, coalesce into one body, nor were of
a nature to be commanded by one mind, so neither on exami-
nation did they appear as an unconnected multitude, accidentally
collected* to be suddenly dispersed 5 but rather beings of whom
might be formed groups and smaller societies, the relations of
whose adventures and pursuits might bear that kind of similitude
to an Heroic Poem, which these minor associations of men (as
pilgrims on the way to their saint, or parties in search of
amusement, travellers excited by curiosity, or adventurers in
pursuit of gain) have in points of connexion and importance
with a regular and disciplined army.

