PROCRASTINATION
He for uncertain duties doom'd to steer,
While hers remained too certain and severe.
Letters arrived, and Rupert fairly told
" His cares were many, and his hopes were cold ;
"The view more clouded, that was never fair,
"And love alone preserved him from despair."
In other letters brighter hopes he drew,	70
"His friends were kind, and he believed them true.'*
When the sage widow Dinah's grief descried,
She wonder'd much why one so happy sigh'd 5
Then bade her see how her poor aunt sustain'd
The ills of life, nor murmur'd nor complained.
To vary pleasures, from the lady's chest
Were drawn the pearly string and tabby vest $
Beads, jewels, laces, all their value shown,
With the kind notice — u They will be your own."
This hope, these comforts cherish'd day by day,	80
To Dinah's bosom made a gradual way ;
Till love of treasure had as large a part
As love of Rupert in the virgin's heart.
Whether it be that tender passions fail
From their own nature, while the strong prevail ;
Or whether av'rice, like the poison-tree1,
Kills all beside it, and alone will be :
Whatever cause prevail'd, the pleasure grew
In Dinah's soul — she loved the hoards to view ;
With lively joy those comforts she survey M,	90
And love grew languid in the careful maid.
Now the grave niece partook the widow's cares ;
Look'd to the great and ruled the small affairs j
Saw clean'd the plate, arranged the china show,
And felt her passion for a shilling grow.
Th* indulgent aunt increased the maid's delight,	*
By placing tokens of her wealth in sight ;
She loved the value of her bonds to tell,
And spake of stocks, and how they rose and fell.
1 Allusion is here made, not to the well-known species of
called the poison-oak, or toxicodendron^ but to the upas, or poison-tree of
Java; whether it be real or imaginary, this is no proper place for inquiry.
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