GEORGE  CRABBE
" Treat those of common parts with proud disdain ;
"The powers that wisdom would, improving, hide,
" They blaze abroad with inconsid'rate pride ;	230
"While yet but mere probationers for fame,
" They seize the honour they should then disclaim :
" Honour so hurried to the light must fade ;
" The lasting laurels flourish in the shade.
" Genius is jealous;  I have heard of some
a Who, if unnoticed, grew perversely dumb;
" Nay, different talents would their envy raise ;
" Poets have sicken'd at a dancer's praise ;
"And one, the happiest writer of his time,
" Grew pale at hearing Reynolds was sublime ;	240
"That Rutland's duchess wore a heavenly smile—
cc And I, said he, neglefted all the while !
" A waspish tribe are these, on gilded wings,
" Humming their lays, and brandishing their stings ;
"And thus they move their friends and foes among,
" Prepared for soothing or satiric song.
" Hear me, my boy ; thou hast a virtuous mind—
" But be thy virtues of the sober kind ;
" Be not a Quixote, ever up in arms
" To give the guilty and the great alarms:	250
cc If never heeded, thy attack is vain ;
" And if they heed thee, they'll attack again;
uThen, too, in striking at that heedless rate,
" Thou in an instant may'st decide thy fate.
a Leave admonition—let the vicar give
" Rules how the nobles of his flock should live;
"Nor take that simple fancy to thy brain,
"That thou canst cure the wicked and the vain.
a Our Pope, they say, once entertain'd the whim,
c»Who fear'd not God should be afraid of him ;	260
"But grant they fear'd him, was It further said,
"That he reformed the hearts he made afraid?
"Did Chartres mend? Ward, Waters, and a score
" Of flagrant felons, with his floggings sore ?
u Was Gibber silenced ?   No,  with vigour bless'd,
" And brazen front, half earnest, half in jest,
" He dared the bard to battle, and was seen
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