THE  FRANK   COURTSHIP
There were plain meals, plain dresses, and grave looks—
Here, gay companions and amusing books;
And the young beauty soon began to taste
The light vocations of the scene she graced.
A man of business feels it as a crime
On calls domestic to consume his time;	no
Yet this grave man had not so cold a heart,
But with his daughter he was grieved to part ;
And he demanded that in every year
The aunt and niece should at his house appear.
cc Yes ! we must go, my child, and by our dress
" A grave conformity of mind express;
" Must sing at meeting, and from cards refrain,
"The more t' enjoy when we return again."
Thus spake the aunt, and the discerning child
Was pleased to learn how fathers are beguiled.	120
Her artful part the young dissembler took,
And from the matron caught th' approving. look.
When thrice the friends had met, excuse was sent
For more delay, and Jonas was content;
Till a tall maiden by her sire was seen,
In all the bloom and beauty of sixteen $
He gazed admiring $—she, with visage prim,
Glanced an arch look of gravity on him;
For she was gay at heart, but wore disguise,
And stood a vestal in her father!s eyes—	130
Pure, pensive, simple, sad j the damsel's heart,
When Jonas praised, reproved her for the part j
For Sybil, fond of pleasure, gay and light,
Had still a secret bias to the right;
Vain as she was—and flattery made her vain—
Her simulation gave her bosom pain.
Again returned, the matron and the niece
Found the late quiet gave their joy increase;
The aunt, infirm, no more her visits paid,
But still with her sojourn'd the favourite maid.	140
Letters were sent when franks could be procured j
And, when they could not, silence was endured.
All were in health, §,nd, if they older grew,
It seemM a fail that none among them knew;
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