GEORGE  CRABBE
" What! can you smile ?  Ah ! smile not at the grief
"That woos your pity and demands relief."
" Trifles, my love; you take a false alarm 5
" Think, I beseech you, better of the farm:
"Duties in every state demand your care,
" And light are those that will require it there:
" Fix on the youth a favouring eye, and these,
"To him pertaining, or as his, will please."
" What words," the lass replied, " offend my ear!
" Try you my patience ?   Can you be sincere ?	160
"And am I told a willing hand to give
" To a rude farmer, and with rustic live ?
" Far other fate was yours—some gentle youth
" Admired your beauty, and avow'd his truth ;
"The power of love prevail'd, and freely both
" Gave the fond heart, and pledged the binding oath ;
"And then the rivals' plot, the parent's power,
" And jealous fears, drew on the happy hour:
" Ah !  let not memory lose the blissful view,
"But fairly show what love has done for you."	170
" Agreed, my daughter; what my heart has known
" Of love's strange power shall be with frankness shown :
"But let me warn you, that experience finds
" Few of the scenes that lively hope designs."—
" Mysterious all," said Nancy;  " you, I know,
" Have suffer'd much ; now deign the grief to show—
"I am your friend, and so prepare my heart
"In all your sorrows to receive a part."
The widow answer'd:  " I had once, like you,
" Such thoughts of love ; no dream is more untrue.
"You judge it fated and decreed to dwell
"In youthful hearts, which nothing can expel,
"A passion doorn'd to reign, and irresistible.
"The struggling mind, when once subdued, in vain
" Rejects the fury or defies the pain ;
"The strongest reason fails the flame t' allay,
" And resolution droops and faints away :
"Hence, when the destined lovers meet, they prove
" At once the force of this all-powerful love ;
"Each from that period feels the mutual smart,	190
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