EDWARD   SHORE
TV aspiring man, shall then degraded lie:
Reason, through anguish, shall her throne forsake,
And strength of mind but stronger madness make.	30
When edward shore had reach'd his twentieth year,
He felt his bosom light, his conscience clear;
Applause at school the youthful hero gain'd,
And trials there with manly strength sustain'd j
With prospects bright upon the world he came,
Pure love of virtue, strong desire of fame;
Men watch'd the way his lofty mind would take,
And all foretold the progress he would make.
Boast of these friends, to older men a guide,
Proud of his parts, but gracious in his pride;	40
He bore a gay good-nature in his face,
And in his air were dignity and grace;
Dress that became his state and years he wore,
And sense and spirit shone in Edward Shore,
Thus while admiring friends the youth beheld,
His own disgust their forward hopes repelPd;
For he unfix'd, unfixing, look'd around,
And no employment but in seeking found;
He gave his restless thoughts to views refined,
And shrank from worldly cares with wounded mind.	50
Rejecting trade, awhile he dwelt on laws,
« But who could plead, if unapproved the cause ?"
A doubting, dismal tribe physicians seem'd;
Divines o'er texts and disputations dream'd;
War and its glory he perhaps could love,
But there again he must the cause approve.
Our hero thought no deed should gain applause,
Where timid virtue found support in laws;
He to all good would soar, would fly all sin,
By the pure prompting of the will within;	60
"Who needs a law that binds him not to steal,"
Ask'd the young teacher, " can he rightly feel ?
"To curb the will, or arm in honour's cause,
" Or aid the weak—are these enforced by laws ?
"Should we a foul, ungenerous aftion dread,
"Because a law condemns th' adulterous bed?
u Or fly pollution, not for fear of stain,
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