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The sister-mind, without a selfish view 5
And further still—the temp'rate pair agreed
With what they saved the patient poor to feed.	330
His whole estate, when to the grave consigned,
Left the good kinsman to the kindred mind ;
Assured that law, with spell secure and tight,
Had fix'd it as her own peculiar right.
Now to her ancient residence removed,
She lived as widow, well endow* d and loved;
Decent her table was, and to her door
Came daily welcomed the negle6ted poor.
The absent sick were soothed by her relief,
As her free bounty sought the haunts of grief 5	$40
A plain and homely charity had she,
And loved the objects of her alms to see j
With her own hands she dress?d the savoury meat,
With her own fingers wrote the choice receipt 5
She heard all tales that injured wives relate,
And took a double interest in their fate ;
But of all husbands not a wretch was known
So vile, so mean, so cruel, as her own.
This bounteous lady kept an adtive spy,
To search th' abodes of want, and to supply;	250
The gentle Susan served the liberal dame—
Unlike their notions, yet their deeds the same;
No practised villain could a viftim find,
Than this stern lady more completely blind;
Nor (if deteited in his fraud) could meet
One less disposed to pardon a deceit;
The wrong she treasured, and on no pretence
Received thj offender, or forgot th' offence;
But the kind servant, to the thrice-proved knave
A fourth time listea'd, and the past forgave.	$60
First in her youth, when she was blithe and gay,
Came a smooth rogue, and stole her love away 5
Then to another and another flew,
To boast the wanton mischief he could do.
Yet she forgave him, though so great her pain,
That she was never blithe or gay again.
Then came a spoiler, who, with villain-art,
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