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be pleased with that which was designed to give them pleasure,
and upon the cordiality which naturally springs from a remem-
brance of our having before parted without any feelings of
disgust on the one side, or of mortification on the other.
With this hope I would conclude the present subjeft ; but
I am called upon by duty to acknowledge my obligations, and
more especially for two of the following Tales—the Story of
Lady Barbara, in Book XVI, and that of Ellen in Book XVIII.
The first of these I owe to the kindness of a fair friend, who
will, I hope, accept the thanks which I very gratefully pay, and
pardon me if I have not given to her relation the advantages
which she had so much reason to expe£t. The other story,
that of Ellen, could I give it in the language of him who
related it to me, would please and affect my readers. It is by
no means my only debt, though the one I now more particularly
acknowledge, for who shall describe all that he gains in the
social, the unrestrained, and the frequent conversations with a
friend, who is at once communicative and judicious—whose
opinions, on all subjects of literary kind, are founded on good
taste, and exquisite feeling ? It is one of the greatest "pleasures
of my memory " to recal in absence those conversations ; and,
if I do not in direft terms mention with whom I conversed, it
is both because I have no permission, and my readers will have
no doubt.
The first intention of the poet must be to please ; for, if he
means to instruft, he must render the instrudlion which he
hopes to convey palatable and pleasant. I will not assume the
tone of a moralist, nor promise that my relations shall be-,
beneficial to mankind \ but I have endeavoured, not unsuccess-
fully I trust, that, in whatsoever I have related or described, there
should be nothing introduced which has a tendency to excuse
the vices of man by associating with them sentiments that
demand our respect, and talents that compel our admiration.
There is nothing in these pages which has the mischievous
effeft of confounding truth and error, or confusing our ideas of
right and wrong. I know not which is most injurious to the
yielding minds of the young—to render virtue less respe£table by
making its possessors ridiculous, or by describing vice with so
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