GEORGE  CRABBE
"Yet sober praise they fairly would excite.
"She was a creature form'd man's heart to make
" Serenely happy, not to pierce and shake ;
"If she were tried for breaking human hearts,
" Men would acquit her—she had not the arts.
"Yet without art, at first without design,
" She soon became the arbitress of mine;	670
" Without pretensions—nay, without pretence,
"But by a native strange intelligence
"Women possess when they behold a man
" Whom they can tease, and are assured they can ;
"Then 'tis their soul's delight and pride to reign
" O'er the fond slave, to give him ease or pain,
"And stretch and loose by turns the weighty viewless chain, [J
" Though much she knew, yet nothing could she prove;
" I had not yet confess'd the crime of love;
"But, in an hour when guardian-angels sleep,	*         680
" I fail'd the secret of my soul to keep j
"And then I saw the triumph in those eyes
"That spoke—cAy, now you are indeed my prize.'
"I almost thought I saw compassion, too,
"For all the cruel things she meant to do.
"Well I can call to mind the managed air
"That gave no comfort, that brought no despair,
"That in a dubious balance held the mind,
" To each side turning, never much inclined.
"She spoke with kindness—thought the honour high,   690
" And knew not how to give a fit reply;
" She could not, would not, dared not, must not deem
" Such language proof of ought but my esteem 5
"It made her proud—she never could forget
" My partial thoughts—she felt her much in debt:
" She who had never in her life indulged
" The thought of hearing what I now divulged :
cc I, who had seen so many and so much—
"It was an honour—she would deem it such.
" Our different years, indeed, would put an end	700
" To other views, but still her father's friend
" To her, she humbly hoped, would his regard extend.
" Thus, saying nothing, all she meant to say,
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