
The Grand Chessboard

The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and Its
Geostrategic Imperatives is one of the major works of
Zbigniew Brzezinski. Brzezinski graduated with a PhD
from Harvard University in 1953 and became Professor
of American Foreign Policy at Johns Hopkins University
before becoming the United States National Security Ad-
visor from 1977 to 1981 under the administration of Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter.

1 Quotes

• Ever since the continents started interacting politi-
cally, some five hundred years ago, Eurasia has been
the center of world power.

• p. xiii

• It is imperative that no Eurasian challenger emerges
capable of dominating Eurasia and thus of also chal-
lenging America. The formulation of a comprehen-
sive and integrated Eurasian geostrategy is therefore
the purpose of this book.

• p. xiv.

• HowAmerica 'manages’ Eurasia is critical. A power
that dominates Eurasia would control two of the
world’s three most advanced and economically pro-
ductive regions. A mere glance at the map also
suggests that control over Eurasia would almost au-
tomatically entail Africa’s subordination, rendering
the Western Hemisphere and Oceania geopolitically
peripheral to the world’s central continent. About
75 per cent of the world’s people live in Eurasia, and
most of the world’s physical wealth is there as well,
both in its enterprises and underneath its soil. Eura-
sia accounts for about three-fourths of the world’s
known energy resources.

• p. 31.

• Never before has a populist democracy attained in-
ternational supremacy. But the pursuit of power is
not a goal that commands popular passion, except in
conditions of a sudden threat or challenge to the pub-
lic’s sense of domestic well-being. The economic
self-denial (that is, defense spending) and the hu-
man sacrifice (casualties, even among professional
soldiers) required in the effort are uncongenial to

democratic instincts. Democracy is inimical to im-
perial mobilization.

• p. 35

• The momentum of Asia’s economic development is
already generating massive pressures for the explo-
ration and exploitation of new sources of energy and
the Central Asian region and the Caspian Sea basin
are known to contain reserves of natural gas and oil
that dwarf those of Kuwait, the Gulf of Mexico, or
the North Sea.

• p. 125

• The world’s energy consumption is bound to vastly
increase over the next two or three decades. Esti-
mates by the U.S. Department of energy anticipate
that world demand will rise by more than 50 percent
between 1993 and 2015, with the most significant
increase in consumption occurring in the Far East.
The momentum of Asia’s economic development is
already generating massive pressures for the explo-
ration and exploitation of new sources of energy and
the Central Asian region and the Caspian Sea basin
are known to contain reserves of natural gas and oil
that dwarf those of Kuwait, the Gulf of Mexico, or
the North Sea.

• p. 125.

• China's growing economic presence in the region
and its political stake in the area’s independence are
also congruent with America’s interests.

• p. 149.

• America is now the only global superpower, and
Eurasia is the globe’s central arena. Hence, what
happens to the distribution of power on the Eurasian
continent will be of decisive importance to Amer-
ica’s global primacy and to America’s historical
legacy.

• p. 194

• Without sustained and directed American involve-
ment, before long the forces of global disorder could
come to dominate the world scene. And the possibil-
ity of such a fragmentation is inherent in the geopo-
litical tensions not only of today’s Eurasia but of the
world more generally.
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• p. 194

• With warning signs on the horizon across Europe
and Asia, any successful American policy must fo-
cus on Eurasia as a whole and be guided by a Geo-
strategic design.

• p. 197

• In the long run, global politics are bound to be-
come increasingly uncongenial to the concentration
of hegemonic power in the hands of a single state.
Hence, America is not only the first, as well as the
only, truly global superpower, but it is also likely to
be the very last.

• p. 209
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