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Now there are advanced robotic-assisted technology options for treating painful 
knee conditions – options that can get you back in action faster than ever before.

Take back your life.
Come to a FREE Knee Pain Seminar

To reserve your spot call 855.300.KNEE

Wednesday, May 14 
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Saint Francis Memorial Hospital
Lower Level A, B, C Rooms
900 Hyde Street, San Francisco, CA

SaintFrancisMemorial.org

SFMH Robotic Knee Surgery Seminar ad-SFExaminer_10.13x11_002.indd   1 4/29/14   11:01 AM
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Last ChanCe  
to Vote!
The San Francisco Bay Guardian 
is pleased to salute small busi-
nesses and recognize local 
merchants who are creating 
jobs, keeping neighborhoods 
lively, and contributing to the 
community. This year, our third 
Small Business Reader’s Choice 
Award will be given. What is your 
favorite small business in the 
San Francisco Bay Area? Our 
2014 Small Business Awards 
Issue hits stands May 14. 
Voting will end at midnight on 
Thursday, May 8. To qualify as 
a small business your nominee 
must employ no more than 100 
people. One entry per person, 
please. Visit sfbg.com for more.

Drone zone
So the annual Maker Faire won’t 
be coming to the San Mateo 
Fairgrounds until May 17-18, 
but here’s a heads up that 
drones will play a starring role 
in this year’s maker-movement 
fest. There will be an outdoor 
drone flying area, two indoor 
drone areas, and an official 
drone-flying competition, host-
ed by a maker known as Game 
of Drones. One can even play 
drone beer pong. Visit maker-
faire.com for more.

Fighting For $15
The fight for a higher mini-
mum wage is gaining steam 
throughout the Bay Area. Public 
employee union SEIU 1021 is 
gathering signatures to place a 
measure on the November ballot 
that would raise San Francisco’s 
minimum wage to $15. And 
while Oakland mayoral candi-
date Dan Siegel released a pol-
icy paper pushing for a $15 an 
hour minimum wage, a potential 
initiative for the November 
ballot seeks to raise Oakland’s 
minimum wage from $8 to 
$12.25 per hour. Meanwhile, 
Oakland City Council considered 
an ordinance that would enact 
a citywide minimum wage of 
$10.20, but the proposal was 
held in committee.

FoLLow us For 
more inteLLigenCe

@sfbg
San Francisco  
Bay Guardian
@sfbayguardian

www.sfbg.com

get Your groVe on

home seLLers FLee
SF homeowners who sell tend to 
leave the city, according to new 
numbers from Paragon Real 
Estate group. Their findings are 
like a mini-horror story centered 
around SF’s gentrification:
·  60 percent of sellers are relo-

cating outside San Francisco
·  47 percent of buyers are 

employed in tech
·  26 percent of homes are getting 

snagged with “all cash” offers

DoCs LaCk FunDs
Resident physicians and interns 
at Oakland’s UCSF Benioff 
Children’s Hospital are seeking 
federal mediation in ongoing labor 
contract negotiations. The starting 
salary for resident physicians is 
$52,000 — not much for some-
one tasked with, you know, saving 
lives, while shouldering the burden 
of hefty med school loans when 
Oakland rents are skyrocketing.

Chase targets  
sex workers
Chase Bank unleashed the wrath 
of the porn industry by taking steps 
to cancel the accounts of hundreds 
of sex workers, effective May 11. 
The bank reportedly explained its 
decision to bewildered customers 
by saying their work was deemed to 
be “high risk.” As a private bank, 
Chase has no legal obligation to 
do business with anyone, but the 
implications are disturbing. 

inteLLigenCe 

sexY PoLitiCking
State Assembly candidate and 
San Francisco Supervisor David 
Campos’ newest fundraiser will be 

hosted by the local pornographers 
at Kink.com, at the Armory Club 

on May 7. The porn-purveyors, 
known for ball-and-gag videos, 
submission wrestling and sex 
robots, will feature a gyrating 

(non-nude) exotic dancer, pho-
tos with porn luminaries, and a 

tour of the historic Armory. “He is 
one of the rare politicians who has 

ever reached out to me,” Kink.
com CEO Peter Acworth (pic-

tured) said, “and is unafraid of 
the association.” | guardian 

photo by pat mazzera

raising reeL heLL
Here’s your latest chance to see excellent, locally made romantic 
drama Love and Demons on the big screen: it’ll make its way up to 
the Smith Rafael Film Center Sun/11 (www.cafilm.org) for a screen-
ing with director-writer-star JP Allen and other cast and crew mem-
bers in person. An intriguing look at modern love, the film follows 
a dissatisfied couple on the verge of breaking up — until a pair of 
meddlesome demons enter the picture, nudging these hapless San 
Francisco mortals into some really ill-advised life choices. Made 
creatively on a shoestring, Demons is full of recognizable SF loca-
tions — and preserves for posterity some that are no more, including 
the thematically apropo Red Devil Lounge.

snaPshot: streets
Photo by @jumPstreet1983
Tag your Instagram photos #sfbgsnapshot for a chance to be featured  
here in next week’s paper. Each week we’ll pick a new theme, and a new 
favorite. Next week’s photo challenge theme: “back to business,” in honor 
of our upcoming Small Business Awards Issue.

Don’t B3 3ViL
One local artist is disrupt-
ing tech shuttle riders on 
their own turf: the Internet. 
Artist David Harris’ project 
DONTB33VIL mimics login 
credentials of the WiFi 
routers provided by the 
tech buses. When Google 
and Facebook employees 
login to WiFi, all they’ll see 
is an approximation of the 
sidewalk their cell phone 
or laptop is near. Harris 
said wants to confront 
tech shuttle riders with an 
“indeterminate symbol of 
failure, suggesting that 
something in their high-
ly-customized interface 
has gone wrong, while 
not saying exactly what or 
why.”
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Don’t have $400 lying around to shell out for 
Outside Lands tickets on Craigslist? You’re in 
good company. Luckily, there’s Stern Grove, 
the summer-long, admission-free festival that 
provides killer live performances without killing 
your hopes of ever sending your unborn kids to 
college. This year’s lineup of Sunday afternoon 
shows, announced May 1, includes such heavy 
hitters as Smokey Robinson, Rufus Wainwright, 
Andrew Bird (pictured), Darlene Love, Allen 
Stone, and plenty of other local stars, like 
LoCura, Vetiver, and, of course, the SF 
Symphony. Pack a picnic, bring 
a jacket (this is summer 
in San Francisco, 

after all) and get there early if you actually want 
to see the stage — all performances start at 

2pm. More deets: www.stern-
grove.org. | ap photo by John 

davisson
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 VALENCIA CYCLERY
1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) • SF

SALES 415-550-6600 • REPAIRS 415-550-6601
Mon-Sat 10-6, Thu 10-7, Sun 11-5

valenciacyclery.com

sells more bikes than any 
other S.F. Bike Dealer...
there must be a reason!

SELECTION, PRICE, SERVICE!

20% OFF! 
all parts, accessories 

& clothing* 

ALL DAY LONG!
Thursday, May 8th!!

COME 
CELEBRATE  
       BIKE TO  
  WORK DAY

*Sale limited to stock on hand

 

BENDER’S BaR
May aRtiSt  

of thE MoNth:
WilloW hEatoN

kitchEN houRS: MoN - fRi 6pM - 11pM • Sat 4pM - 10pM
WWW.BENDERSBaR.coM

Bernal Heights 
Collective

*High Grade Cannabis
*Great Selection
*Awesome Edibles
Visit our website for coupons, 
specials & inventory

On-site 
Lounge!

Relax and 
Smoke.

Open 7 days a week 8am-8pm
33 29th St. (w/Mission)
SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895

WWW.BERNALHEIGHTS.ORG
Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis recommendations 
and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Home of the $5 Gram Joint!

Bernal Heights 
Collective

*High Grade Cannabis
*Great Selection
*Awesome Edibles
Visit our website for coupons, 
specials & inventory

On-site 
Lounge!

Relax and 
Smoke.

Open 7 days a week 8am-8pm
33 29th St. (w/Mission)
SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895

WWW.BERNALHEIGHTS.ORG
Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis recommendations 
and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Bernal Heights
Home of the $5 Gram Joint!

Bernal Heights 
Collective

*High Grade Cannabis
*Great Selection
*Awesome Edibles
Visit our website for coupons, 
specials & inventory

On-site 
Lounge!

Relax and 
Smoke.

Open 7 days a week 8am-8pm
33 29th St. (w/Mission)
SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895

WWW.BERNALHEIGHTS.ORG
Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis recommendations 
and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Home of the $5 Gram Joint!

3225 22nd ST. @ miSSion SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com

WEDnESDAY 5/07 AT 9Pm, FREE FREE FREE!

FRiGo-BAR!
inT’L DAnCE PARTY

DJ 2 SHY-SHY & DJ mELT W/ U
CUmBiA/THAi FUnK/SAmBA/AFRo-BEAT & moRE!

THURSDAY 5/08 AT 7Pm, $8

SWEET CHARioT
WiTH iAn mooRE

FoLLoWinG AT 10Pm, no CoVER!

FESTiVAL ‘68
SELECToRS: ADAm & VAnESSA
RoCKSTEADY, EARLY REGGAE & SKA

3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness
415-550-7510

Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM • Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM

CARNAVAL
CELEBRATION!
9AM-2AM, MAY 25TH
Drink and food specials all day!

3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness
415-550-7510

Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM • Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM

CARNAVAL  
CELEBRATION!
9AM-2AM, MAY 26TH
$6 Margarita · $6 Rio Rum Punch · 
$6 Samba Sangria

KICK-ASS FLAVOR

598 VALENCIA ST.
@ 17TH STREET

431-3351
SFELTORO.COM • OPEN 10AM-10PM DAILY ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALEnCIA nEAR 17Th

FIX YR hAIR
A CRAzY FLAMBOYAnT
quEER DAnCE pARTY
wITh DJS JEnnA RIOT, AnDRE 
AnD DAVO (SwAggER LIkE uS)

BERSA DISCOS pRESEnTS
TORMEnTA TROpICAL    
FACTIOn SOunD CREw  
DJ AREMS (VAnCOuVER),  
DJ TAnnER (nYC), IROn LYOn 
(MIAMI), BROADwAY SLIM  
(pICkSTER & RIOT EARp, Az)  
wITh RESIDEnT DJS  
ORO 11 & DEEJAY ThEORY

fri

5/9
10pM

$8

sat

5/10
10pM  
$5 B4 
11pM
$10 

AFTER

www.sfbg.com/mission-guide 

In association with the Mission Merchants:

Critical Mass ride for David Campos
Cyclists are lining up behind the Campos campaign which promotes 
progress on bike safety and infrastructure. Tour the Mission and ride in 
style with music, video, and great food (Bicycle Banh Mi will be serving 
up amazing bike-powered Vietnamese food) followed by a post-
ride happy hour at Virgil’s Sea Room. Meet at the Northeast corner 
of 16th and Mission Streets, make new friends, meet your supervisor,  
and celebrate!
Sunday,  May 11 f rom 2 -4pm | Meet  at  16th  S t reet  BART/ 
End at Virgil’s Sea Room, 3152 Mission, SF
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opinion

By DeBra Walker

OPINION San Francisco is at a 
crossroads. While some residents 
benefit from prosperity, an afford-
able housing crisis coupled with 
income inequality make this a 
time of struggle for other San 
Franciscans.

Our inclusive, diverse cul-
ture that has historically made 
San Francisco a haven for artists, 
immigrants, and innovators is at 
stake. Given this, effective pro-
gressive leadership is critical to 
ensuring that our city remains a 
place where all San Franciscans 
can afford to live and prosper. 
That’s why I urge you to vote for 
my friend, President of the Board 
of Supervisors David Chiu, to 
represent San Francisco in the 
California state Assembly.

As president, David has 
demonstrated an inclusive, unify-
ing leadership style that has had 
a transformative impact at City 
Hall. He really listens to every-
one, and brings people together 
to address our city’s most critical 
challenges. He combines rock 
solid progressive values with a 
fervent drive to do more than 
talk — to actually get the big 
stuff done.

The proof is in the pudding: 
He’s passed more pieces of legisla-
tion than any other current super-
visor in every major policy arena, 
and his colleagues have elected 
him president three times.

David has delivered consis-
tently on our city’s most critical 
issue: affordable housing. A tenant 
in San Francisco himself for the 
past 18 years, David has fought 
to protect and expand affordable 
housing across the city, leading 
efforts to build more housing for 
homeless veterans, transitional 
age youth, and seniors.

He supported rebuilding 
dilapidated public housing 
projects that have been in total 
disrepair. He has supported the 
strengthening of habitability 
standards in housing across 
the board. He led the charge to 
create a 10-year moratorium on 
condo conversions and to priori-
tize victims of Ellis Act evictions 
for our city’s affordable housing 
opportunities.

After multiple failed attempts 
by supervisors over two decades, 
he passed legislation to finally 
legalize in-law units, preserving 

one of our city’s largest existing 
stocks of affordable housing. 
David will continue to work to 
stem San Francisco’s affordable 
housing crisis in the Assembly, 
including pushing hard to reform 
the Ellis Act.

David has been a leader on a 
host of other important issues. 
An avid biker who doesn’t own 
a car, David has spearheaded 
groundbreaking environmental 
legislation, banning the sale 
of plastic water bottles on city 
property, expanding urban 
agriculture, and prohibiting the 
delivery of unwanted Yellow 
Pages. He’s increased funding for 
community arts, an issue close 
to my heart as an artist. He has 
championed language access 
for our city’s immigrants, and 
fought for the reunification of 
LGBT immigrant families.

Under his leadership, San 
Francisco is the first city in the 
country to establish the right 
to civil counsel for low-income 
residents being denied basic 
human rights such as housing, 
as well as to give workers the 
right to request flexible and pre-
dictable working arrangements 
to take care of their families. He 
passed progressive business tax 
reform that will bring $300 mil-
lion of new revenues over the 
next decade.

When it comes down to it, we 
have two Assembly candidates, 
David Chiu and David Campos, 
who share the strongly held pro-
gressive values of the Guardian’s 
readers. I am a longtime supporter 
of the Guardian and have valued 
its endorsement in my previous 
races. The difference lies in style 
and effectiveness.

I know how urgently San 
Francisco needs a leader in the 
Assembly who can bring people 
together to get significant things 
done. The challenges and oppor-
tunities our city faces demand it. 
I know David Chiu can do this 
because he has done it, over and 
over again, in five and a half 
remarkably effective years of pro-
gressive leadership on the Board 
of Supervisors.

Please join me in supporting 
David Chiu for state Assembly. 2

Debra Walker is an artist who 
serves on the Building Inspection 
Commission, recently reappointed  
to that seat by David Chiu.

EDITORIAL A proven advocate for 
the public interest was removed 
from the San Francisco Police 
Commission last week. Not only was 
this a missed opportunity for stron-
ger civilian oversight at a time when 
the San Francisco Police Department 
is under federal scrutiny, it raises 
disturbing implications about how 
things get done in City Hall.

The Board of Supervisors voted 
to oust Police Commissioner Angela 
Chan, voting 7-4 to strike Chan’s 
name from the appointment and 
replace it with contender Victor 
Hwang instead. City Hall insiders 
privately explained that Chinatown 
power broker Rose Pak, a friend 
of Mayor Ed Lee who wields great 
political influence, pressured super-
visors to vote for Hwang specifical-
ly because she and her allies wanted 
Chan to be ousted. Supervisors who 
could not be relied upon to vote for 
Hwang were even reportedly cau-
tioned that they shouldn’t be too 
vocal about their positions.

A civil rights attorney who 
proved effective and independent as 
a commissioner, Chan often direct-

ed pointed questions at police, for 
example drilling down on the finer 
details of officer-involved shootings.

Hwang, also a civil rights attor-
ney, is qualified and respected, but 
he didn’t need to replace Chan. 
There’s another vacant seat on the 
commission — up to Mayor Ed Lee 
to appoint — so this vote was never 
about Hwang’s qualifications versus 
Chan’s. There was room for both.

This was about political 
patronage, pure and simple. It 
was about getting rid of an inde-
pendent voice and replacing her 
with the former chair of the “Run 
Ed Run” committee, which urged 
Lee to break his pledge and run 
for mayor — a tradeoff that hurts 
police accountability.

Having two civil rights attor-
neys on the Police Commission 
would have sent a strong signal that 
the city is serious about addressing 
police misconduct at a time when 
SFPD officers are facing federal 
charges for alleged civil rights viola-
tions (see “Crooked cops,” March 4).

Supervisors should have called 
upon Lee to appoint Hwang rather 

than ousting Chan. Instead, the 
board majority was unwilling to 
challenge the consolidated power 
of Lee and his well-connected 
allies, who conducted an antidem-
ocratic closed-door lobbying effort.

Board President David Chiu, 
who is running for Assembly, stat-
ed at the meeting that he’d asked 
Lee about appointing Hwang to the 
vacant seat, only to be told: “It is 
not something that will happen.”

So Chiu was unwilling to ques-
tion the mayor’s bizarre refusal to 
appoint a candidate that Lee’s own 
allies were furiously advocating 
for. Instead of pushing for stronger 
civilian oversight of police, Chiu 
and six other supervisors voted to 
oust a commissioner with a proven 
track record.

If elected officials are casting 
votes for personal advancement, or 
out of fear that they’ll be rendered 
ineffective as punishment for piss-
ing off the wrong people, then San 
Franciscans have a big problem: 
Their local government is behold-
en to the whims of entrenched 
power. 2

Politics trumps police oversight

Chiu for Assembly
This Was aBouT poliTical paTronage, pure anD simple
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By ReBecca Bowe
rebecca@sfbg.com

NEWS Nearly two years ago, on July 
18, 2012, on-duty San Francisco police 
Officer Mary Godfrey fired her weapon 
twice, killing 32-year-old Oakland resi-
dent Pralith Pralourng in an encounter 
at Washington and Davis streets.

Following the incident, police said 
Pralourng was mentally ill and had 
lunged at Godfrey with a box cutter, 
prompting her to fire in defense of 
her own life. Just before it happened, 
Pralourng had slashed his coworker at 
Tcho chocolate factory and fled.

Last September, the San 
Francisco Police Department hon-
ored Godfrey with a silver medal of 
valor for her conduct in that inci-
dent. The second-highest possible 
honor, silver medals are awarded in 
cases where an officer exhibits “out-
standing bravery in the performance 
of duty,” according to a definition on 
the SFPD website, and “risks his or 
her life with full and unquestionable 
knowledge of the danger involved.”

However, an internal affairs 
investigation into the officer-involved 
shooting remained open at the time 
that the medal was awarded. In fact, 
in a May 5 voicemail, police spokes-
person Albie Esparza confirmed to the 
Bay Guardian: “That case is still open, 
so there is no more information that 
we are going to release at this time.”

More than eight months have 
passed since Godfrey was honored 
— and yet the shooting is still under 
investigation.

The San Francisco Police 
Commission voted to approve 
Godfrey’s silver medal, along with 
a list of other medal of valor recip-
ients, at its June 26, 2013 meeting. 
But it was Commissioner Angela 
Chan, who was recently denied reap-
pointment to her post in a 7-4 vote 
by the Board of Supervisors, who 
cast the lone dissenting vote (See 
“SFBG Wrap” in this issue).

Chan was later quoted in press 
reports as saying she believed that 
awarding Godfrey with a medal of 
valor before the formal investigative 
process had concluded seemed to 
undermine that process. Internal 
affairs investigations are part of the 
city’s formal process to ensure police 
accountability. San Francisco also has 
an independent city department, the 
Office of Citizen Complaints, which 
provides civilian oversight by making 
determinations about citizen com-
plaints alleging officer misconduct.

Chan’s dissenting vote prompted 
a backlash from the San Francisco 
Police Officers Association. In a 

blistering letter dated September 
11, 2013, President Martin Halloran 
informed police commissioners of 
the POA’s “extreme disappointment” 
in the dissenting vote, also sending 
a copy of the letter to Mayor Ed Lee.

“Officer Godfrey was extreme-
ly upset when I met with her and 
immediately voiced her regret at 
having to take the life of another 
human being,” Halloran wrote. “It is 
every officer’s worst nightmare. The 
emotional and psychological trauma 
following an officer involved shooting 
can be severe, and it is absolutely 
essential that officers involved 
in these types of incidents 
receive positive reinforce-
ment, as well as counseling, 
to reassure them that they 
did nothing wrong.”

Counseling seems 
appropriate, but Halloran’s 
blanket statement that offi-
cers involved in deadly use 
of force incidents should 
be reassured that “they did 
nothing wrong” seems to 
discount the city’s process for 
determining whether or not an 
officer’s action was justified.

The SFPOA president went 
on to note that his organization 
has long complained that “officers 
are left hanging for months, and in 
some cases years, before being rec-
ognized for their heroic acts, some-
times making them feel more inse-
cure and raising more self-doubts 
about their actions.” 

The SFPOA’s overt condemna-
tion of Chan for her dissent suggests 
that the police commissioner faced 
strong opposition from a politically 
powerful entity when she came up 
for reappointment.

More importantly, it suggests that 
the SFPOA won’t hesitate to exert 
pressure on police commissioners who 
question the department’s actions — 
and raises questions about why top 
brass would ignore an open investiga-
tion that had yet to establish whether 
Godfrey “did nothing wrong.”

Internal Affairs investigators 
weren’t the only ones looking into 
this fatal shooting of Pralourng. The 
OCC, the civilian police oversight 
board, was also investigating the 
incident when Godfrey was honored. 
Almost two years after the fact, the 

OCC investigation also remains open.
The OCC’s annual report, 

released March 12, was slated 
for presentation at the Police 
Commission on May 7. The 179-
page report shines a light on the 
allegations filed against police 
officers, the process by which these 
complaints are investigated and 
addressed, and the rate at which 
complaints are sustained and fol-
lowed up with disciplinary action.

Being a police officer isn’t 
easy, and can be very dangerous — 
even costing officers their lives in 
extreme circumstances. The OCC 
report notes that 75 percent of San 
Francisco police officers did not 
have any complaints filed against 
them in 2013. But of the remaining 
25 percent, the report noted that 
131 officers had been named in two 
or more complaints, while another 
405 officers had each been flagged 
in a single complaint.

If the OCC determines that a 
complaint about officer miscon-
duct is valid, then it is counted as 
“sustained.”

In 2013, according to the report, 
the OCC received 727 complaints, 
and closed 722 complaints. Of 
the 722 that were closed, 43 — or 
about 6 percent — were sustained. 

Of those sustained cases, 91 per-
cent resulted in corrective or dis-
ciplinary action by the SFPD, the 
report noted, ranging from a verbal 
admonishment to a suspension.

Of the 43 cases that were sus-
tained, 56 percent were for “neglect 
of duty,” the majority of which was 
issued for failure to collect traffic stop 
data. That was followed by “unwar-
ranted action” at 24 percent, “conduct 
reflecting discredit represented” at 10 
percent, “unnecessary force” at 7 per-
cent, and “discourtesy” at 3 percent.

A synopsis of the “unnecessary 
force” findings provides exam-

ples, such as an incident 
in which “a sergeant and 
officers used unnecessary 
force when without cause, 
they entered a residence, 
grabbed, detained, arrested 
and removed an occupant 
from the residence, and 
took him to the ground."

But according to the 
report, “By far the most 

frequent finding in all alle-
gations was ‘not sustained,’” 

reflecting the outcome of 61 
percent of allegations in OCC 

complaints.
The determination “not sus-

tained” isn’t the same as finding that 
an officer acted appropriately, nor 
does it mean a complainant made 
false allegations. Instead, the finding 
is issued when “there is not a prepon-
derance of evidence to prove or dis-
prove,” the allegation, OCC Executive 
Director Joyce Hicks told us.

Put more simply: An officer 
responds to a complainant with a 
contradictory account, and since 
there isn’t enough evidence to prove 
otherwise, the case is closed.

“Officers were found to have 
engaged in proper conduct in 25 
percent of the allegations,” the break-
down continued. “Complainants’ 
allegations were ‘unfounded,’ or not 
true, in 2 percent of the allegations.”

A chart of “findings closed” in 
2013 (a separate measure from com-
plaints) showed that out of 2,183 
findings, just 72 — or 3 percent — 
were sustained. The vast majority, 
1,337 were “not sustained.”

A breakdown showing the 
nature of complaints filed reveals 
that five allegations of unnecessary 

use of force were sustained in 2013, 
while 167 were not sustained, out of 
a total of 208 complaints alleging 
unnecessary use of force.

At the end of 2013, according to 
the OCC report, the civilian over-
sight board “continued to investigate 
three officer-involved shootings. 
Two of these shootings resulted in 
the death of the suspect. In 2013, 
the OCC closed two 2011 officer 
involved shooting cases with no sus-
tained findings.”

Hicks noted that she faces 
budgetary constraints that have 
prevented her from hiring more 
investigators, an ongoing problem 
at the OCC. “We still don’t have the 
best practices number of cases,” she 
said, noting that the City Controller 
had issued a 2007 audit stating that 
investigators should be handling no 
more than 16 cases at once, while 
“my investigators’ caseloads have 
never fallen below 21.”

Aside from its investigations into 
citizen complaints, the OCC also 
makes policy recommendations. 
Following a number of officer-in-
volved shootings in 2012 involving 
mentally ill individuals, the OCC 
issued a set of recommendations on 
handling responses to individuals 
experiencing mental crisis — the 
exact sort of situation that led to 
Pralourng’s death in 2012.

Samara Marion, an attorney 
with the OCC, noted that one 
recommendation pertains to how 
the Firearm Discharge Review 
Board, which evaluates whether a 
shooting was justified, performs 
its analysis. Rather than merely 
relying on the internal affairs and 
homicide reports, Marion said, the 
OCC recommendation is to “have 
the training division do an analysis 
that’s point by point,” so that the 
determination is made taking into 
account “all of the decision-making 
and tactical steps leading up to the 
officer-involved shooting.”

That work is expected to 
continue, but as far as the Police 
Commission is concerned, it will 
have to go forward without input 
from Chan, who had planned to 
take a close look at officer-involved 
shootings in her next term.

“It was shameful and outrageous 
what happened, because I was tar-
geted for doing what I believe in,” 
Chan said later. But she said political 
pressures thwarted that goal.

“What happened was not really 
about me,” she continued. “It was 
about whether something as import-
ant as a civilian police oversight 
body should be politicized.” 2

Watching the police
Civilian oversight system underfunded and prone to political pressures
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power play 
unseats sF police 
commissioner
Police Commissioner Angela Chan 
fought the federal government as it 
unjustly tried to deport undocument-
ed San Franciscans who were guilty 
of no crimes, and won. She fought to 
arm the SFPD with de-escalation tac-
tics instead of Tasers, and won again.

But at the April 30 Board of 
Supervisors meeting, Chan lost. The 
board denied her reappointment to 
the Police Commission, and seven 
supervisors voted to appoint her 
opponent, Victor Hwang, instead.

The decision came after heated 
backdoor politicking by Chinatown 
political leader Rose Pak, insiders 
told us. Politicians involved would 
only speak on background, for fear of 
reprisal from Pak, yet indicated that 
Pak felt Chan did not consult often 
enough with Chinatown interests 
and focused too broadly on issues of 
concern to other communities.

Chan gained national recog-
nition for her work against Secure 
Communities, challenging a provi-
sion that allows U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement to call for ille-
gal holds of undocumented persons 
they’d later like to deport. Pak came 
out swinging against Chan in the 
wake of those battles, we were told.

“It’s a sad day for the immigrant 
rights movement when a strong 
leader cannot be reappointed,” Sup. 
Eric Mar said just before the vote.

After Sup. Katy Tang introduced 
the motion to strike Chan’s name 
from the appointment, and replace it 
with Hwang’s, other supervisors noted 
the obvious elephant in the room — 
there was not only one vacant seat on 
the police commission, but two.

Supervisor John Avalos suggest-
ed the Board of Supervisors make a 
motion to request the mayor appoint 
Hwang himself, allowing for both 
Chan and Hwang to be appointed.

But Board of Supervisors 
President David Chiu said he’d asked 
Mayor Lee that very question to no 
avail. “It is not the practice of the 
mayor to solve difficult decisions of 
the board,” he said. “It’s up to us.”

Sups. Mark Farrell, Scott Wiener, 
Malia Cohen, London Breed, Jane 
Kim, Tang and Chiu voted to strike 
Chan’s name from the appoint-
ment, and to vote to appoint Hwang 
instead. (Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez)

lawsuit to halt 
tech shuttle pilot
The road to regulating Google buses 
has a new pothole: a lawsuit.

A lawsuit filed in San Francisco 
Superior Court May 1 demands 
the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency’s commuter 
shuttle pilot program be put on hold 
while a full environmental review 
is conducted under the California 
Environmental Quality Act.

“We know that these buses are 
having devastating impacts on our 
neighborhoods, driving up rents and 
evictions of long-time San Francisco 
residents,” said Sara Shortt, execu-
tive director of the Housing Rights 
Committee of San Francisco and one 
of the lawsuit petitioners. “We’ve 
protested in the streets and taken 
our plea to City Hall to no avail. We 
hope to finally receive justice in a 
court of law.”

The suit was filed against the 
City and County of San Francisco, 
Mayor Ed Lee, the Board of 
Supervisors, the SFMTA, Google, 

Genentech, Apple, and a handful 
of private transportation providers. 
It alleges the tech shuttle pilot proj-
ect is in violation of the California 
Vehicle Code, which prohibits any 
vehicle — except common carriers 
(public buses) — to pull into red 
zones that are designated as bus 
stops. It also alleges the city abused 
its discretion and violated the CEQA 
by exempting the shuttle project 
from environmental review. (Joe 
Fitzgerald Rodriguez)

ethics complaint 
targets anti-
campos Flyers
Several San Francisco neighborhoods 
over the last week have been targeted 
with illegal campaign flyers against 
Assembly candidate David Campos 
— breaking both state election laws 
requiring the group and its funding 
source to be identified and local laws 
against placing political flyers on 
utility poles and other surfaces.

Former Ethics Commission 
Eileen Hansen this week filed a com-
plaint about the guerilla campaign-
ing with the California Fair Political 
Practices Commission, which has 
jurisdiction over state races.

“I am asking for the intervention 
of your office into what appears to 
be a blatant and arrogant violation 
of campaign finance reporting and 
disclosure laws in California’s 17th 
Assembly District Primary Election,” 
Hansen wrote in the April 30 letter. 
“As you well know, the political 
climate in San Francisco is quite sen-
sitive, and nerves are raw. If this vio-
lation is allowed to continue, it will 
have a chilling effect on the entire 
election and further alienate voters, 
and potential voters.”

The race between Campos and 
David Chiu has indeed gotten more 
heated in recent weeks, but Chiu cam-
paign manager Nicole Derse denies 
that the campaign has any knowledge 
or involvement with the illegal cam-
paigning: “We think everyone in this 
race should be transparent.”

In her letter, Hansen casts doubt 
on the Chiu campaign’s claims of 
innocence: “The wide distribution, 
professional design, and overnight 
appearance in distant locations 
strongly suggest that these flyers have 
been produced and distributed by a 
funded political organization aligned 
with Assembly candidate David Chiu, 
whose aim is to attack and discredit 
Chiu’s opponent David Campos.”

And she even identifies a leading 
suspect in this illegal campaigning: 

Enrique Pearce and his Left Coast 
Communications firm, which has a 
history of dirty tricks campaigning 
on behalf of Mayor Ed Lee and other 
establishment politicians. Hansen 
notes that the flyers appeared right 
after the registration of a new cam-
paign committee, San Franciscans 
for Effective Government to Support 
David Chiu. Although the group 
hasn’t reported any fundraising yet, 
its contact phone number goes to 
Left Coast Communications and 
Pearce, who hasn’t yet returned our 
calls on the issue.

The anti-Campos mailers 
include some nasty and misleading 
charges, labeling Campos “City 
Hall’s Hypocrite” by falsely claiming 
Campos ignored rising evictions 
until he decided to run for the 
Assembly and that he was concerned 
about Google buses but wanted to 
charge them less than $1 per stop.

“This is a secretly funded shadow 
organization aligned with David Chiu, 
committing a desperate move that is 
as illegal as it is false in its claims,” 
Campos told us, saying he hopes the 
FPPC is able to stop and punish those 
involved. (Steven T. Jones)

call For increased 
youth Funding
José-Luis Mejia says he’s seen a little 
bit of everything in his work with 
transitional-age youth.

A few have died suddenly; oth-
ers wound up incarcerated. Then 
there are those who beat the odds by 
attending top-level universities, open-
ing up their own businesses, or dedi-
cating themselves to public service.

As associate director of 
Transitional Age Youth San 
Francisco, Mejia was part of a grass-
roots coalition that has been work-
ing for about two years on crafting a 
measure that aims to increase fund-
ing for youth programs.

It culminated with the April 
30 introduction at the Board of 
Supervisors of a suite of new proposals 
to support youth programs, including 
a pair of charter amendments that 
will appear on the November ballot.

An amendment sponsored by 
Sup. John Avalos would renew the 
existing Children’s Fund, renaming 
it the Children and Youth Fund, and 
increasing the property-tax set-aside 
that supports it from three cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation to five 
cents. Funding would be designated 
for programs set up to aid “discon-
nected transitional-aged youth,” 
including homeless or disabled 
youth. A second charter amendment 

would extend the Public Education 
Enrichment Fund (PEEF), another 
source of funding for youth programs.

Avalos has strong support on 
the Board of Supervisors, but the 
Mayor’s Office has reportedly been 
pressuring supervisors not to sup-
port Avalos’ measure.

“We’re experiencing growth and 
speculation that is lifting many boats, 
but not lifting all boats,” Avalos noted 
April 30. “And some of the people 
who are not doing so well are chil-
dren and families.” (Rebecca Bowe)

THURSDAY 8
12TH AnnUAl HUmAn RigHTS AwARDS
Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, SF. www.human-
rightsaward.org. 6-8:30pm, $115. Each year, the 
Human Rights Awards honors the inspiring individuals 
and organizations who create radical change and real 
democracy. This year, they are honoring the 50 year 
anniversary of the Freedom Schools, anti-GMO activist 
María Estela Barco Huerta, and the Cuban Five, Cuban 
intelligence agents arrested in the United States while 
infiltrating anti-Castro organizations openly plotting 
attacks against the Cuban people. The evening will fea-
ture dining, dancing, and a presentation of the awards.
wiSe lATinAS: wRiTeRS  
on HigHeR eDUcATion
Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., SF. www.
moderntimesbookstore.com. 7-9pm, free. For some 
Latinas, college, where they are vastly underrepre-
sented, is the first time they are immersed in American 
culture outside their homes — and where the values 
of two cultures often clash. Wise Latinas: Writers on 
Higher Education is an anthology exploring this experi-
ence. This event will feature four Bay Area based con-
tributors to anthology — Blanca Torres, Ingrid Rojas 
Contreras, Erika Martinez and Yalitza Ferreras. Attend 
to hear more about the anthology and a discussion.
FRiDAY 9
DiRTY eneRgY, cleAn SolUTionS:  
climATe conFeRence 2014
Unitarian Universalist Church, 1187 Franklin, SF. 
www.350bayarea.org. 7-9:30pm, $30 or $23 for stu-
dents. Friday night will be the kick-off event for a three-
day interactive conference that will feature activists 
and leading scientists addressing technical and politi-
cal climate topics in the Bay Area and beyond. Topics to 
be addressed include fracking, fossil fuels, and clean 
energy solutions, plus workshops and training sessions 
on how to live green. Expert scientists and activists will 
present cutting-edge information that will significantly 
raise our effectiveness as climate activists.
SATURDAY 10
PUBlic UPDATe AnD oPen HoUSe  
on oceAn BeAcH PRoJecTS
County Fair Building, 1199 Ninth Ave., SF. www.
spur.org. 9am-12pm, free. The Ocean Beach Master 
Plan, a vision for San Francisco’s western coast, rec-
ommends ways to improve coastal access, restore 
ecological function, and protect critical infrastruc-
ture in the face of chronic erosion and sea level rise. 
Three projects — addressing coastal management, 
transportation, and open space — are currently 
underway to carry those recommendations forward. 
The project teams will be on hand to discuss their 
work and get your ideas and feedback.
TUeSDAY 13
exAmining RAciAl eqUiTY in SF eDUcATion
California Historical Society, 678 Mission, SF. 
brownvboardat60.eventbrite.com. 5-8pm, free. Join 
the San Francisco Human Rights Commission, the 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights, the University 
of San Francisco School of Education and Coleman 
Advocates for Children and Youth for a conversation 
honoring the 60th anniversary of the Brown v. Board 
of Education court decision. The event will focus on 
the continuing legacy of Brown v. Board of Education 
and the successes and continued challenges of 
achieving racial equity in the San Francisco schools. 
The evening will include historical context, student 
reflections, and an interactive panel discussion. 2
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By Steven t. JoneS
steve@sfbg.com

STREETS When the first Bike to Work 
Day was held in San Francisco 20 
years ago, cyclists had little support 
in City Hall. But on May 8, almost 
every one of the city’s top political 
leaders will take part in Bike to 
Work Day, pledging their support to 
an increasingly popular and import-
ant transportation option.

In fact, Bike to Work Day has 
become such an anticipated event 
in San Francisco that city officials 
and cycling advocates in recent 
years have used it as the deadline 
to unveil the latest high-profile bike 
project to demonstrate the city’s 
commitment to cycling.

This year, it’s the new contra-
flow bike lanes on lower Polk Street, 
an important connection from 
Market Street to City Hall that helps 
cyclists avoid dangerous, car-centric 
Van Ness Avenue or Larkin Street — 
without having to illegally cut up 
the one-way section of Polk.

When that $2.5 million bike and 
pedestrian project — with its attrac-
tive landscaping, pedestrian bulb-
outs, pretty green lanes, and trio of 
special bike-only signal lights — was 
officially opened on May 2, bike 
activists kept circling the new lanes 
as if they were doing victory laps.

“I cannot think of a better way 
to kick off Bike Month in the Bay 
Area and the 20th anniversary of 
Bike to Work Day, coming up May 
8, than to celebrate what I think 
is the most beautiful, functional, 
well-designed, and what is proba-
bly going to be the best used piece 
of bike infrastructure in our city,” 
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition 
Director Leah Shahum said at the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

She and the others who spoke at 
the event praised the city officials 
who moved quickly to complete 
this project, calling it a testament to 
the growing political will to make 
streets safer and more welcoming 
for cyclists.

“I will be honest, we put a lot of 
pressure on to get this done by Bike 
to Work Day,” Shahum said. “We 
really wanted to make sure you all 
and the folks throughout this city 
could, this year, for the first time 
in San Francisco’s history, make a 
safe and comfortable and direct link 
from Market Street...to City Hall.”

Building high-profile, separated 
cycletracks to the steps of City Hall 
seems to symbolically mark the 
arrival of cyclists into the political 
mainstream.

TimES havE changEd
Twenty years ago, California Bicycle 
Coalition Director Dave Snyder was 
the head of SFBC, and he was able 
to persuade only one member of the 
Board of Supervisors to participate 
in that first Bike to Work Day.

“I should give a shout-out to 
Tom Ammiano because he was the 
first supervisor to care enough to 
ride on Bike to Work Day, back when 
the Board of Supervisors didn’t really 
care about cycling,” Snyder told us. 
“These days, it’s not uncommon for 
supervisors to ride for transporta-
tion, but back then none did.”

Shahum remembers it as well, 
back before the SFBC was one of the 
city’s largest member-based political 
advocacy organizations.

“Twenty years ago, Bike to Work 
Day was a fun but sort of lonely 
event,” Shahum told us, noting 
how the number of cyclists on the 
road has exploded in recent years. 
“Riding on a regular Thursday 
during rush hour feels like Bike to 
Work Day used to feel 20 years ago.”

But Snyder and Shahum said the 
universal statements of support for 
cycling that emanate from City Hall 
these days are only half the battle.

“It’s a good idea to promote 
bicycling as a mainstream activity, 
and we won that battle,” Snyder said. 
“Now, we have to get them to put 
their money where their mouth is.”

With cycling projects receiving 
less than 1 percent of the city’s 
transportation funding, and city offi-

cials so far unwilling to pay for the 
projects that would allow the city to 
meet its official goal of 20 percent of 
all vehicle trips being by bike by the 
year 2020, Snyder said, “We haven’t 
accomplished that second goal yet.”

“We hear them all talk about 
investing money in bike infrastruc-
ture,” Shahum told us, “but now the 
decision makers need to do it.”

A report released in December by 
the Budget and Legislative Analyst’s 
Office shows that San Francisco 
spends less per capita on bike infra-
structure, at just over $9 annually, 
than other bike-friendly US cities 
such as Portland, Minneapolis, and 
Seattle. And it found the city would 
need to spend about $580 million to 
reach its official goal of 20 percent 
bike mode-share by 2020.

Even meeting the SFMTA’s more 
moderate Strategic Plan Scenario — 
which aims to reach 8-10 percent 
mode-share by 2018 by creating 12 
miles of new bike lanes and upgrading 
50 existing miles and 50 intersections 
— would require $191 million. That’s 
$142 million more than the SFMTA 
has budgeted for the work.

Funding piTch
At the May 2 event on Polk Street, 
city officials used the new project 
to call on voters to approve a pair 
of transportation funding measures 
proposed by Mayor Ed Lee for the 
November ballot — an increase in 
the vehicle license fee and a $500 
million general obligation bond — 

which the Board of Supervisors will 
consider later this month.

“Do you guys like what you see 
here?” SFMTA Director Ed Reiskin 
told the crowd, eliciting a rousing 
response. “Would you like to see 
more of this kind of work all over 
San Francisco?”

Then Reiskin connected that 
goal to the fall ballot measures, the 
lion’s share of which will go to Muni 
improvements.

“With the funds we have, there’s 
only so much of this we can do and 
we know the need is so great to make 
biking and walking a safer and more 
attractive means of getting around 
the city. If we want to do more of 
this, we’re going to need more sup-
port in November,” Reiskin said.

The city has make significant 
progress on new bike infrastructure in 
recent years, after a legal challenge of 
the city’s Bicycle Plan stalled projects 
for four years. Ben Jose, a spokesper-
son for the SFMTA, told us the Polk 
project is the 52nd of 60 bike improve-
ment projects from the Bike Plan.

“And those that are left are signa-
ture projects like this one,” Jose said 
at the event, referring to high-pro-
file bike lanes along Bayshore and 
Masonic boulevards, on upper Polk 
Street, and along Second Street that 
are among the bike projects now in 
the pipeline. But the city hasn’t yet 
devoted the resources to completing 
the city’s bike network.

“We want to do more projects 
like this with money from the fall 

ballot measure,” Rachel Gordon, a 
spokesperson for the Department of 
Public Works, told us. “We don’t have 
enough money in our general fund 
to do these projects and we hear loud 
and clear the streets need to be safer 
for bicyclists and pedestrians.”

LiTTLE pRojEcT, big gain
The new bikes lanes on Polk are only 
a few blocks, but it is those kinds of 
small but critical connections that 
determine whether cycling in the 
city is safe or scary.

“I want to know that I can bike 
safety going north and south on 
Polk Street, which is why I strongly, 
strongly support our protected bike 
lanes on Polk Street, so this is super 
exciting. As a beginning cyclist, 
these are the kinds of routes I need 
to see to get out of my car and onto 
a bike, so I’m really excited this is 
the direction our city is moving in,” 
Sup. Jane Kim said at the event.

Reiskin noted how awkward 
and unsafe it has been to get from 
Market Street to City Hall or up 
Polk Street: “Physically, it’s a pretty 
small project, but it’s so critically 
important for those of us who do get 
around by bike.”

Cyclist Shannon Dodge also 
spoke at the event, describing her 
previously awkward commute to work 
from the Mission District to Russian 
Hill: “It might look like a tiny stretch 
of bike lanes to most people, but to 
me and lots of other people it will 
make a huge difference. It means 
we can turn now directly onto Polk 
Street and we can do it safely.”

She also compared cycling in 
San Francisco today to the days just 
before Bike to Work Day began.

“Twenty-one years ago this 
month, I moved to San Francisco 
from the East Coast. I came in a van 
with three friends, so I didn’t bring 
a lot of possessions. But I did bring 
my bike and I’ve been biking in San 
Francisco ever since,” Dodge said.

Back then, in her younger days, 
she didn’t mind battling for space 
on the streets of San Francisco.

“When I first moved here, just out 
of college, safety was not that import-
ant to me. I kind of enjoyed the adren-
aline rush of being out on a bike in 
traffic,” she said. “But now I’m a mom. 
I have a 3-year-old son, and my hus-
band and I bike our son to and from 
his preschool everyday. And on the 
weekends we explore the city, which 
usually means he’s on one of our two 
bikes. Pretty soon, he’ll be riding his 
own bike out of San Francisco streets. 
So safety is incredibly important to 
me, as it is to all families.” 2

cycling to city hall
Bike to Work Day’s 20th anniversary shows how far we’ve come,  

but funding shortfalls show how far we have to go to create safe streets
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By Jason Henderson
news@sfbg.com

STREET FIGHT San Francisco — 
already overwhelmed with private 
automobiles — faces a grim future 
of gridlock unless there is a radi-
cal change in how we think about 
city streets, parking, and regional 
transportation.

The facts are clear. Every day 
there are 1.7 million private car 
trips to, from, or within the city, 
according to the city’s transpor-
tation plan. Coupled with almost 
10,000 vehicles registered per 
square mile, San Francisco today 
has one of the densest concentra-
tions of cars on the planet, more 
than any peer city in the United 
States. In the business-as-usual 
scenario, the streets are forecast 
to absorb another half-million 
car trips. By 2040 there will be 
2.2 million car trips on the exact 
same street grid we have today.

This is madness and it is dys-
functional for everyone. If you 
think Muni is unreliable now, it 
will be useless in 2040 as it stalls 
in the morass of 2.2 million car 
trips jammed onto city streets. 
Pedestrian injuries and deaths will 
rise with another 160 cars hitting 
pedestrians annually, simply due 
to oversaturation of automobiles. 
Cyclists might be able to weave 
around the stalled traffic, but it 
will be an ugly scene that fouls 
the air. Motorists will be stuck 
in their own gridlock, evermore 
impatient, distracted, honking, 
lurching through blocked inter-
sections, sneaking through yellow 
lights, blocking crosswalks, double 
parking, and irritated with fellow 

drivers and everyone around. No 
one will be happy

This does not have to be. The 
city’s transportation agency hopes 
to reduce car trips from 1.7 to 1.6 
million by 2018, a modest goal but 
barely holding the line. Reducing 
existing car trips by 100,000 while 
also adding thousands upon thou-
sands of housing units and jobs, 
most coming with more parking, 
will quickly undo this humble 
ambition. The city can do more 
and the data show us that there 
are many opportunities.

Consider that 68 percent of car 
trips within San Francisco are less 
than three miles. That’s 650,000 
car trips per day that are generally 
pretty short — with a bicycle it’s 
less than a half-hour ride on even 
terrain. If the city were able to get 
half of those car trips to switch to 
bicycle trips, it would be well on its 
way to averting carmageddon.

A more ambitious goal, increas-
ing cycling to 20 percent of all trips, 
is the official city policy adopted 
by the Board of Supervisors. That’s 
500,000-600,000 trips by bicycle 
every day, most of which can take 
place within that three-mile range, 
especially if cleverly arranged “wig-
gles” (level routes circumventing 
steeper hills) are laid out on the 
most logical corridors. But to carry 
that many cyclists, real space has to 
be allocated for them.

Out at San Francisco State 
University, where I teach a new 
Bicycle Geographies course that 
aims to increase cycling to the cam-
pus, there is tremendous opportuni-
ty to shift these kinds of short trips 
to bicycling. For students, faculty, 
and staff, bicycling is compatible 
with rapid transit, particularly for 
the “last mile” segments, such as 
between BART and SF State.

Bicycling is also a way to 
relieve local bus and light rail tran-
sit crowding — the 28 bus line on 
19th Avenue, for example, is often 
jam packed and the city has only 
modest goals to improve that key 
line. Unlike transit or highways, 
bicycles do not require costly, long-
term capital investment or operat-
ing funds and so can be deployed 
much more quickly.

It will be decades and cost 
hundreds of millions to improve 
the M-line, only now in the plan-
ning phase. We can lay down 
cycletracks much more quickly. 
Bicycling is also among the most 
equitable forms of urban trans-
portation because it is affordable 
and accessible to almost everyone. 
This is obviously relevant to work-
ing-class students at SF State.

SF State has a memorandum 
of understanding with the city 
that obliges the university to 
reduce drive-alone automobile 
trips to campus, and the campus 
will not build any more car park-
ing. With 4 percent of commute 
trips to SF State by bicycle (and 
only 2 percent among faculty) 
there is potential to increase the 
mode-share of bicycling as a path 
to reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions and auto trips.

The spatial proximity to Daly 
City and Balboa Park BART sta-
tions, as well as the Excelsior and 
Sunset, all under three miles from 
campus, means that the bicycle 
is well-suited to be a substitute 
for many short-range automobile 
trips and help the campus meet its 
goals. Yet what my students have 
found this semester is that it is all 
but impossible to bike safely to 
and from SF State, and the south-
western quadrant of San Francisco 
is largely left out of current bicy-

cle planning in the city.
Taking multiple bicycle field 

trips over the past few months, 
we surveyed the opportunities for 
making safe routes to campus and 
envisioned what it would take to 
increase cycling to 20 percent of 
trips to and from SF State. Starting 
with the Balboa Park station, 
which is next to a deplorable tan-
gle of freeway ramps, we ask what 
it would look like if fully-sepa-
rated cycletracks were built on 
Geneva or Ocean avenues. These 
could connect City College and 
the Excelsior, and by way of a 
westward and southward jog, to 
a bicycle boulevard on Holloway 
Avenue, enabling a safe and con-
venient, 1.7-mile, 15-minute bike 
ride to SF State. Expanding the 
nascent Bay Area Bike Share to 
connect SF State and Balboa Park 
BART would create even more 
opportunity for cycling.

To the south of SF State, Daly 
City BART is a 1.4-mile, 10-minute 
bike ride that is daunting and poorly 
signed. It could be made safe and 
inviting with bicycle boulevards 
on streets parallel to traffic-clogged 
19th Avenue and Junipero Serra. 
Borrowing from signature bicycle 
and pedestrian bridges in Pleasant 
Hill and Berkeley, perhaps there is 
an opportunity to build a bridge 
across Brotherhood Way toward the 
BART station, leveling an otherwise 
steep climb that discourages cycling.

To the north of campus, 
describing the designated 20th 
Avenue bicycle route as “a bit of a 
challenge” is an understatement. 
Cyclists must thread a cluttered 
shopping mall parking lot and 
overbuilt wide streets, and then 

Carmageddon cometh
San Francisco needs to radically rethink its transportation system to avoid gridlock

streets street figHt professor Jason Henderson’s Bicycle geograpHies class explores  
How to make san francisco more Bike-friendly.

By 2040  
tHere will Be  

2.2 million  
car trips on  

tHe exact same  
street grid  

we Have today.
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confront a median blockading 
the way across Sloat Boulevard. 
While the megaproject to 
improve the M-line could include 
a cycletrack on this stretch of 
19th Avenue, we should not wait 
a generation to increase cycling 
between SF State and the Sunset. 
The 20th Avenue route can be 
made welcoming now, with a ful-
ly-separated cycletrack and fixes 
on the Sloat intersection.

SF State, probably one of the 
most diverse campuses in the 
nation, has highly motivated stu-
dents seeking real solutions to the 
huge problems society faces. The 
students are coming of age under 
extreme pressure of economic 
inequity and ecological duress, 
but they also see ways out of the 
mess created by the wasteful car 
culture and its linkages to eco-
logical and social problems. They 
want to act now, and unlike past 
generations, they are shunning 
driving and many of them desire 
to reside in livable cities that offer 
choices for how they get around.

But what we have found this 
semester is that the campus is 
extremely isolated, difficult to 
access by bicycle, and walled-off 

by car sewers. Older, uninviting 
bicycle lanes are fragmented, dis-
jointed, and seem to be an after-
thought. With imagination, inge-
nuity, and political will, this can 
be remedied with bicycle improve-
ments that cost far less than add-
ing more car lanes and parking to 
the campus or surrounding area. 
And this would go much further at 
improving quality of life for neigh-
bors who now have to put up with 
campus-generated traffic. Keeping 
the status quo, which means even 
more car trips but within the same 
space, is a dead end.

Transbay dreams
Speaking of dead ends, San Francisco 
seems to specialize in dead-end train 
projects. The Central Subway, which 
is experiencing cost overruns and 
possible mismanagement, is one of 
these dead ends. There is no current 
option to have trains exiting to 
Geary or onto Columbus and pos-
sibly running on Lombard into the 
Marina, and that is a shame. Having 
the subway exit to the surface is 
probably the only way to make this 
project worthwhile.

There’s another dead end train 
project at the Transbay Terminal 

in downtown San Francisco. 
Yet unlike the Central Subway 
quagmire, I am impressed with 
the scale and possibilities for the 
Transbay Terminal project and 
there is opportunity to fix this 
dead end. Going back to the city’s 
business-as-usual traffic forecast, 

in 2040 car trips into the city from 
the Bay Bridge would increase 18 
percent, and by 21 percent from 
San Mateo County. Aside from 
scratching my head wondering 
where exactly all of these cars are 
supposed to go, we simply need to 
stop this onslaught before the city 

becomes too dumb to move.
BART cannot solve it alone, as it 

will probably approach half a mil-
lion riders per day by 2016, placing 
many downtown stations at or near 
capacity. BART also does not run 
all the way down the Peninsula. 
Sometimes there are back-of-the 
envelope proposals to build a sec-
ond BART tunnel under the bay, 
but this idea should be weighed 
against another idea. Rather than 
build a second BART tunnel to 
Oakland, how about a joint Amtrak 
California/Caltrain tunnel under 
the bay, and creating a true Grand 
Central Station of the West at 
Transbay? Let’s punch through the 
dead end currently planned for the 
east end of the Transbay Terminal 
“train box” and truly connect 
Northern California by rail.

This does not need to be 
high-speed rail, but rather the 
conventional, off-the-shelf electric 
rail already planned for Caltrain, 
of the variety that operates in 
the northeastern US and much of 
Europe — efficient, high capacity 
trains that can travel 100-120 
mile per hour comfortably and 
safely. In conjunction with a new 
transbay rail tunnel, the Capitol 

Corridor should be electrified and 
right of way captured from the 
freight railroads. One could take 
an electrified “baby bullet” from 
San Jose, through San Francisco, 
and continue to the East Bay 
and Sacramento. As Caltrain is 
electrified to the south, let’s also 
electrify the Altamonte Commuter 
Express trains, bring them across 
a rebuilt Dumbarton Bridge, and 
run high-frequency rail service 
into the new Transbay Terminal.

Understanding that this will 
take time to build, in the short 
term the Bay Bridge should be 
reconfigured to have bus-only 
lanes (and a bicycle lane on the 
bottom deck of the west span) and 
a greatly expanded AC Transit ser-
vice that can relieve the looming 
BART crowding to the East Bay.

How to pay for these transbay 
dreams? A transbay rail project 
could get funding from Amtrak and 
other federal sources, requiring our 
congressional delegation to work for 
it. The state gasoline tax or eventu-
al carbon taxes, and revenue from 
tolling Bay Area freeways, should be 
in the mix. The 101 and 280 should 
be tolled as well as the Caldecott 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 >>
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Tunnel and I-80 in the East Bay, 
with revenue directed at electric rail 
in the long term and regional buses 
short term. And while people are 
talking about reforming Proposition 
13 to end the artificially low prop-
erty taxes on commercial land, let’s 
remember that transit — whether 
Muni, BART, or Caltrain — brings 
massive value to commercial prop-
erty owners. They should be realis-
tically expecting to pay in. In short, 
there are possibilities and ways to 
do this.

Here’s one small additional 
idea for raising seed money: In the 
wake of the Google bus controver-
sy, the SFCTA, SFMTA, SF Planning 
Department, and City Attorney’s 
Office should assemble a crack 
team of California Environmental 
Quality Act experts and send them 
(on Caltrain and bike share!) down 
to comment on every large-scale 
suburban office project proposed 
in Silicon Valley. For example, 
Mountain View, where Google has 
its campus, is effectively displacing 
part of its transportation and hous-
ing responsibility to San Francisco.

As part of the CEQA mitigation 
for these suburban office projects, 
San Francisco ought to be demand-
ing that Google/ Mountain View 
contribute to paying for the 
Transbay Terminal and electrifying 
Caltrain (a separate fund would be 
directed to affordable housing as 
mitigation for displacement). This 
is a similar line of reasoning to the 
May 1 lawsuit against the Google 
bus pilot, but it draws in those 
responsible for the poor planning 
in suburban sprawl. Regardless, the 
city ought to take a look at a CEQA 
mitigation angle for addressing the 
impacts these suburban decisions 
are having on the city.

Praying for enlightenment
One last point about transit 
finance: I sure hope Mayor Ed 
Lee, his political advisors, and all 
those religious ministers who com-
plained about paying for metered 
parking on Sundays (see “Politics 
over policy,” April 22) have a plan 
to advocate for the November bal-
lot proposals to help finance Muni.

They sold out sustainable tran-
sit advocates, their biggest ally on 
the November ballot initiatives, 
and have offered no rational expla-

nation for their strategy, just an 
emotional hunch that somehow 
some people can’t cope with Sunday 
metering, and that making it free 
again will convince them to support 
increased public transit funding.

I imagine there is a well-
thought-out campaign strategy, 
whereby every Sunday between now 
and November, the mayor is visiting 
all the churches in the city, and 
cajoling the ministers to use their 
pulpits to enthusiastically preach 
the merits of increasing the vehicle 
license fee (as well as approving a 
related general obligation bond).

After all, the VLF is a progres-
sive tax — the more expensive 
your car, the more you pay. The 
older and cheaper your car, the less 
you pay. And bringing in $73 mil-
lion annually would contribute to 
making God’s green earth cleaner, 
and help transport God’s chil-
dren safely to work and on their 
errands. Praise the Lord and free 
parking on Sunday! Amen. 2

Street Fight is a monthly column 
by Jason Henderson, a geography 
professor at SF State and the author 
of Street Fight: The Politics of 
Mobility in San Francisco.

streets street fight
carmageddon cometh
CONT>>

making better use of the bay bridge could help alleviate traffic congestion in san francisco. 
guardiaN phOTO by Tim daw
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By Joe Fitzgerald rodriguez
joe@sfbg.com

STREETS Transit options for wheel-
chair users and people with disabili-
ties are under threat in the Bay Area, 
and riders are losing ground on mul-
tiple transit fronts.

In late April and early May, hun-
dreds of advocates for those with 
disabilities took to the streets, pro-
testing BART’s Fleet of the Future, 
a touring mockup of a new BART 
trains slated to roll out in 2017.

The trains are a step backward 
in wheelchair accessibility, among 
other issues, advocates said.

Just last month, advocates for 
seniors and those with disabilities 
stormed a San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency Board of 
Directors meeting, asking for free 
Muni for the most economically 
disadvantaged among them. They 
were denied based on financial con-
straints, while drivers were given an 
$11 million giveback restoring free 
Sunday parking meters.

The SFMTA promised to revisit 
the issue in January. Meanwhile, 
San Francisco’s wheelchair accessible 
taxi fleet has seen its drivers flee to 
so-called “rideshare” companies — 
whose cars aren’t equipped to carry 
wheelchairs — causing what officials 
say is a record low number of wheel-
chair accessible taxi trips.

Compounding that decision was 
the SFMTA’s March adoption of its 
Transit Effectiveness Project, which 
the agency billed as expanding ser-
vice by 12 percent and improving the 
system’s efficiency, but some advo-
cates for seniors and the disabled 
noted it removed some bus stops, 
requiring longer walks by those who 
have a hard time getting around.

The transit troubles cover most 
of the transportation options avail-
able to San Franciscans with disabili-
ties, and that’s the problem.

“We’re one of the most tran-
sit-dependent populations,” Peter 
Mendez, a wheelchair-bound 
community organizer with the 

Independent Living Resource Center, 
told the Guardian. “Everything we 
do in our everyday life, we mostly do 
with public transportation.”

Their needs are simple: getting 
groceries, seeing a movie, picking up 
their kids from school. People with 
disabilities are now in a multi-pronged 
fight for their right to everyday mobil-
ity, and to do so with dignity.

BART’S flAwEd nEw flEET
A walking tour of BART’s Fleet of the 
Future shows much is new: comput-
er screens with live GPS updates of 
the train’s location, triple-bike racks, 
and redesigned seats. BART Vehicle 
Systems Engineer Brian Bentley 
proudly showed us the new touch 
screens in the driver’s cockpit.

For people with disabilities, the 
Fleet of the Future is a step back-
ward. Their first beef with BART’s 
new trains is a simple one: There’s a 
pole in the way of the door.

Hundreds of disability advo-
cates protested BART’s public tour 
of its newly redesigned trains 
just last week, with more protests 
planned. All they want is the 
damned pole moved.

The handhold in question features 
a triple-pronged design: what begins 
as one vertical metal column branches 
into three partway off the ground.

“Where the pole is now is in 
the path of travel for the accessible 
seating area,” Mendoza said. “People 
holding onto the poles and the 
power wheelchairs will be in a sense 
trying to occupy the same space.”

BART’s Fleet of the Future will 
arrive in limited numbers in 2015, 
and fully roll out by 2017, according 
to the BART website. BART plans to 
use the new trains for decades. So 

will BART move the pole to a differ-
ent location in the car before then?

“It’s too soon to say,” BART spokes-
person Alicia Trost told the Guardian. 
“That’s why we’re doing outreach.”

Trost told us BART did its due 
diligence by garnering feedback from 
the BART Disability Task Force. But 
the DTF, a volunteer body serving like 
a long-term focus group, informed 
BART of the pole-problem years ago.

“From day one, they identified 
the pole as being a problem,” BART 
Access Coordinator Ike Nnaji told 
us. Now, he said, “the pole has been 
moved slightly.”

The triple column handhold has 
also been raised since the initial out-
cry. But advocates say the changes 
still haven’t solved mobility prob-
lems. And lack of BART access would 
be especially poignant, as the trains 
are now one of the most seamless 
public transit trips a wheelchair 
rider can take, advocates told us.

Unlike a Muni or AC Transit bus, 
no one needs to strap in a wheelchair 
user on a BART train. After an eleva-
tor ride to the train platform (assum-
ing they’re working), they easily roll 
onto the train: no muss, no fuss.

“On BART, I can be a regular 
customer,” longtime disability rights 
activist Corbett O’Toole told the 
Guardian. “I can ride it with dignity.”

The wheelchair-using commu-
nity isn’t the only one with BART 
concerns. Emergency intercoms have 
long been an issue with the deaf 
community, O’Toole told us. The 
BART train’s new video screen would 
be a natural place to integrate visual 
emergency communication, she said.

Trost told us BART is trying to 
balance the needs of many commu-
nities, from bicyclists to folks not 

tall enough to reach the handholds.
“It’s public transit, you try to 

help everyone,” she said. But people 
with disabilities are a group with 
federal law mandating consideration 
of their access, Mendoza said.

We asked BART if the agency had 
specific employees (besides the DTF) 
in charge of ensuring American with 
Disabilities Act compliance. BART 
spokesperson Luna Salaver told us 
the agency doesn’t have an ADA 
compliance officer, but its engineer-
ing staff and consultants are well-
versed in ADA compliance issues.

Trost said the agency would “get 
back to us,” but did not answer the 
question before we went to publication.

BART’s board may take a direct 
vote on disability access modifica-
tions to the Fleet of the Future at its 
May 22 meeting, but that may be 
subject to change.

While the wheelchair accessibility 
of the Fleet of the Future is hotly con-
tested, the future of rideshare disabili-
ty access remains a mystery to most.

RidEShARE TRouBlES
Regulations task the taxi industry 
with providing wheelchair accessi-
ble cabs, something the rideshares 
don’t do, at least not yet. And as taxi 
drivers flee to the more profitable 
rideshare industry, fewer and fewer 
wheelchair accessible taxis are being 
driven in San Francisco.

Worryingly, the newest numbers 
from the SFMTA paint a portrait of 
hundreds of stranded wheelchair 
users. In January 2013, there were 
1,379 wheelchair trips via taxi cab, 
according to numbers provided by 
the SFMTA, which regulates taxis. 
This January, that number plummet-
ed to nearly half that.

The drivers just weren’t there. 
The SFMTA Board of Directors voted 
in January to offer a $10-per-trip cash 
incentive for drivers that pick up 
wheelchair users. But it was like a ban-
dage on a gaping wound: the number 
of taxis picking up wheelchair users in 
San Francisco has not yet increased.

And Uber, Lyft, and Sidecar 
aren’t yet equipped to pick up 
wheelchair users.

As we’ve previously reported, 
Lyft, Sidecar, and Uber were recent-
ly required to file disability access 
plans with the California Public 
Utilities Commission. Some mention 
researching wheelchair access in 
the future, but most of the one-page 
plans tout their apps’ ability to speak 
to visually impaired users. None 
promise wheelchair-accessible cars.

The SFMTA is trying to lure 
taxi drivers back from these 
Transportation Network Companies 
through waived permit fees. Deputy 
Director of Taxi Services Christiane 
Hayashi said, “The total cost to the 
public of the TNC phenomenon is 
over $3 million and counting.”

Despite the stark numbers 
offered by the SFMTA, the CPUC 
doesn’t see the situation as a crisis. 
At a hearing on accessible transit, 
Marzia Zafar, the director of policy 
and planning division at the CPUC, 
told the Guardian there isn’t enough 
data at this point to say why the dis-
abled aren’t riding taxis as often as 
they did before.

“The commission will step in once 
we have information, verifiable infor-
mation, that there’s a divide between 
the disabled and abled communities,” 
she said. “If there is such discrimina-
tion (on part of the TNCs), we will 
step in and bridge that divide.”

The CPUC could require TNCs 
to provide access, BART may mod-
ify its Fleet of the Future, and the 
SFMTA can still provide free Muni 
for seniors and people with disabili-
ties in January.

And in the meanwhile, people 
with disabilities are waiting for a ride 
that may or may not ever arrive. 2

waiting for transit
People with disabilities find it increasingly difficult to catch a train, bus, or taxi

streets transit advocates For those with disaBilities say the new Bart trains have posts that Block wheelchair access. 
renderings courtesy of bart; handle photo by joe fitzgerald rodriguez
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coffee delivery drone
The real-life Amazon will soon deliver by drone, 
but why would companies stop there? Coffee 
drones would let fog-laden western ’hoods, or 
techies trapped in cubicles everywhere, taste 
their hipster coffee concoction of choice with-

out having to interact with people. And 
thanks to a splash of surveillance with 

your java, these drones can antici-
pate your next delivery need, too!

driverless rideshare hovercrafTs
Uber recently announced purchasing 2,500 Google driv-

erless cars, but in a hundred years they’ll undoubtedly 
trade those in for driverless — and street 

trafficless — hovercrafts. We 
trust our robot overlords to 

fly us home safe from 
our latest drunk-

en escapade 
in SoMa, 
right?

ciTishare hoverboards
SF Citi Bikeshare is so 21st 
century. The 22nd century 

will undoubtedly give  
rise to Citi Hovershare.  

Just remember McFly, those 
boards don’t work on water. 
(Unless you’ve got POWER!)

google orb
No matter what, don’t tell 

tech employees of the 
22nd century that their 
floating commuter Orb 
(invisible to protesters)  
resembles a Death Star.  
They’ll cry ‘TECH 
PREJUDICE!’ and  

blow up Alderaan just  
to spite you.

sfmTa
Every time a rider flocks to private transit, 
one less person gives a damn about fund-
ing Muni. By the 22nd century “the peo-
ple’s transit” will be held together with spit 
and tape. Like today ... but even worse.
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inc. salad & rice

With coupon. All day long. Expires 3/1/14

2 Piece
Fish & Chips

$6.99 +
tax

$6.99 +
tax

 

Sister Helen Prejean, speaking

Author of Dead Man Walking & The Death of Innocents

Friday, May 9, 2014, 7:30 p.m.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

1755 Clay Street, San Francisco, CA

PhiliP Workman memorial Banquet Service 

Remembering the Unjust Death 

of Philip Workman and 

Those Who Are On Death Row Today

For More Information Contact:

Fr. River Damien Sims, SFW (415)-305-2124

Vicki Yeley (650)-364-3346

philipworkmanmemorialbanquet@gmail.com

DOWN AT 
LULU'S
6603 Telegraph Avenue
Oakland, CA 94609
510•601•0964

HAIR SALON • RECORDS
FANZINES • VINTAGE CLOTHING 

ROCK N ROLL
Open 7 days • 11am till 7pm

JOIN US FOR OUR 
SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS HAPPY HOUR 

Wednesday, May 14 from 6:30-8:30pm
Virgil’s Sea Room, 3152 Mission

Drink local with discounted cocktails poured with Distillery 209 Gin and enjoy free tastings from Diep9 Genever

THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN’S 
SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS ISSUE 
Shouting out local and independent entrepreneurs 
in the Bay Area in honor of Small Business Week

HITS

 STANDS 

MAY 14

HITS

 STANDS 

MAY 14
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Mission: Valencia & 23rd St (BART 24th/Mission)
Haight St. west of Ashbury
Berkeley: Telegraph Ave north of Parker Georgia O’Keeffe, Petunias, 1925. Oil on board. Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, museum purchase, 

gift of the M. H. de Young Family. © Georgia O’Keeffe Museum/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

May 9 • 6–8:30 PM

deyoungmuseum.org/fridays       #FridayNightsDY

Fees apply for permanent collection and  
special exhibition galleries, dining, and cocktails.

Tonight we celebrate the art of writing, examining 
the love letters exchanged between artists Georgia 
O’Keeffe and Alfred Stieglitz. Write a letter to your 
mother for Mother’s Day and send off the Georgia 
O’Keeffe exhibition in its final weekend with your   
own poem.

• Live music by Cascada de Flores
• Spoken-word performances featuring San Francisco 

poet laureate Devorah Major, Kim Shuck, Indira 
Allegra, Marvin K. White, and others

• Mapping the Archive with Artist Fellow Lexa Walsh

Are you free 
Friday night? 
We are.

Season Sponsor Additional Support 
San Francisco 
Auxiliary of the  
Fine Arts Museums

Media Sponsor

Flowers and Poetry Art-Making Activity Sponsored by Zouves Fertility Center

New Patient Specials !!!

345 California St, Suite 170, 
San Francisco, CA 94104

415.576.9400

Free 
Take-Home 

Whitening Kit 
for eligible new

patients

$99
w/ No Insurance

• Regular Dental Exam •
• X-Rays •

• Cleaning •
• Toothbrush Kit •

345 California St, Suite 170, 

Sheila Shahabi DDS, Inc.
Elite Provider for Invisalign 

offers only valid w/ coupon, new patients only, expires 6/30/14
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By Marcia GaGliardi
culture@sfbg.com

SO. MANY. OPENINGS.
Are you ready for an onslaught of 
new restaurant openings? Because 
I’m about to hit you with a tidal 
wave of new places to check out — 
it’s like Mavericks or something on 
the new restaurant front. Hang ten!

First up, the former wood-fired 
barbecue pit at Brother-in-Law’s/Da’ 
Pitt on Divisadero is lit back up, and 
the neighborhood should be smell-
ing delightfully smoky again with 
the much-anticipated opening of 
4505 Burgers & BBQ (705 Divisadero, 
SF; www.4505meats.com). Chef-
owner Ryan Farr is busy serving a 
variety of smoked meats — brisket, 
pulled pork or chicken, and sausages 
(you can get it all by the plate or 
pound or in a sandwich) — plus sal-
ads, a whole bunch of sides (baked 
beans, potato salad, you know the 
drill), the 4505 hot dog, and what 
they call the best damn grass-fed 
cheeseburger, which you can get late 
(there’s a late-night menu that will 
be served at the take-out window 
Fri–Sat 10pm–2am, praise the lard). 
For now, everything is to-go (includ-
ing a selection of cold beers!) until 
the patio opens up in June with 
seating. Opening hours are Sun–
Thu 10:30am–10pm, and Fri–Sat 
10:30am–2am.

More smoky smells: Over at 
Magnolia’s Dogpatch brewery loca-
tion, owner Dave McLean’s new bar-
becue restaurant is due to open this 
week, Smokestack (2505 Third St., 
SF; www.magnoliapub.com). Chef 
Dennis Lee (Namu Gaji) is leading 
the charge on the menu, featuring 
barbecue classics coming from the 
smokers and custom grill, plus some 
creative sides. The 80-seat space is a 
looker, with an artsy-vintage patina, 
communal tables, and wait until 
you see the expansive, glimmering 
bar — it’ll make you very, very 
thirsty. Whether you’re into whiskey 
or just want a pint of Blue Bell Bitter, 
you’re covered.

Bacon Bacon truck chasers can 
now return to BB’s brick-and-mor-
tar location in Cole Valley (205A 
Frederick, SF; www.baconbaconsf.
com), which has reopened after 

installing the “odor abatement 
system” their bacon-hating NIMBY 
neighbors demanded. The space 
was updated inside, and you’ll find 
13 seats where you can post up and 
chomp their breakfast sandwich 
(fried egg, bacon, cheddar, and 
bacon jam), fantastic banh mi, 
bacon burger, and other bacony 
items, like chocolate-covered bacon 
strips for dessert (we won’t tell 
Mom). Open Mon–Fri 7am–3pm, 
Sat–Sun 8am–3pm.

Hog Island Oyster Company has 
finished its expansion at the Ferry 
Building Marketplace (1 Ferry 
Building, SF; www.hogislandoysters.
com) and is now double in size, 
with 65 seats inside, and 65 outside. 
There’s also a new chef at the helm 
(Christopher Laramie) and a fryer 
(!), so look for a bigger menu, with 
an oyster po’boy, fried smelts, and 
more (don’t worry, the clam chow-
der and grilled cheese sandwich 
are staying put). There’s also a full 
bar, score. Its insane happy hour 
will continue on Mon and Thu 
5pm–6pm, with chef’s choice of 
half-price oysters on the half shell, 
plus beer and wine specials.

Fifth Floor in the Hotel Palomar 
has completed its transformation 
into the bar-centric Dirty Habit (12 
Fourth St., Fifth floor, SF; www.dirt-
yhabitsf.com). Chef David Bazirgan 
has put together a bar-friendly 
menu (think lots of tasty small 

plates), while bar manager Brian 
Means is shaking and stirring a 
variety of creative cocktails — many 
served in fun vintage glassware — 
plus pouring a bunch of rare spirits 
and whiskeys (there are also some 
special wines being pulled from the 
cellar). Big bonus: the new heated 
outdoor patio.

SoMa workers and dwellers 
have a swell new spot to get their 
coffee, breakfast (broken farro por-
ridge, house-made muffins), sand-
wiches (bacon-wrapped meatloaf, 
or a roasted mushroom sandwich 
with Swiss cheese, spinach, and 
garlic), salads, and more. Lauren 
Kino of Il Cane Rosso (home of the 
best egg salad sandwich in town) 
has opened Fearless (303 Second 
St., SF; www.fearlesscoffee.com), 
serving you Mon–Fri 7am–5pm and 
Sat–Sun 8am–3pm.

And looking very, very close is 
Outerlands (4001 Judah, SF; www.
outerlandssf.com), due to open at 
some point this week, but we’ll save 
the details about the new chef (Greg 
Kuzia-Carmel), menu, and more 
until next week’s column. Because 
really, you have enough to keep you 
busy here, doncha? 2

Marcia Gagliardi is the founder of the 
weekly tablehopper e-column; subscribe 
for more at www.tablehopper.com. Get 
her app: Tablehopper’s Top Late-Night 
Eats. On Twitter: @tablehopper.

Open 
sesame

food + drink

The Bacon Bacon Banh Mi: So Good, you’ll wanT To eaT iT Twice.
Photo by tablehoPPer.com

Wed-Mon | Lunch: 11-3p | Dinner 5-10
p

Lao-Thai Restaurant

Maneelap Srimongkoun

4995 Mission St., SF, 94112
415.347.7755

Lunch SpeciaL
BratwurSt + Beer of the Day 

$12.00 M-f 12-4pM

42 TAPS & SPECIALIZED BOTTLE 
SELECTION FROM THE BEST 
BREWERIES IN THE WORLD

OPEN EvERyDAy AT 12
KITCHEN OPEN TILL 11PM

34 Mason street, sF
(415) 984-0279

www.mikkellerbar.com

2740 Mission St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

415.625.0801

www.campero.com

We’re all about authentic flavor at Pollo Campero.  
Our chicken is fresh, never frozen.  We hand bread 
our famous fried chicken and we deep marinate 
and season our grilled chicken in a savory blend  
of citrus and unique Latin herbs for 12 hours.

pieces fried 
chicken $599$$$$5555555555555999999999999$5992

No cash value. One coupon per person. Must present coupon at time of order. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupon or offer. Valid at 2740 Mission St. San Francisco, CA 94110. 
Expiration date – 5/31.  Code – SFW599

Plus individual side order, 
bread or tortilla, and small drink.  

(leg & thigh)

PC-SF_BestOf_3x2_1404v2.indd   1 4/21/14   2:35 PM

home of The Chicken Fried Soul

Join Us For Weekend Brunch!

authentic soul food
422 Larkin Street

San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 734-7598

cafe
U N I V E R S A L

2814 19th st./ Bryant  
821-4608

universalcafe.net

Join Us for
Weekday Brunch
Wednesday - Friday
11:30am - 2:15pm
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By Stuart Schuffman,  
aka Broke-aSS Stuart
culture@SFBG.com

THE WEEKNIGHTER I was standing at 
the bar ordering a round of drinks 
for my friends when I noticed some-
thing slowly creeping in and out of 
my peripheral vision. It was just on 
the edge of my consciousness, like 
the very beginnings of a psychedelic 
trip, and for a split second I thought, 
“Jesus Christ! One of these strange 
bastards dosed my drink. This night 
is about to get really fucking weird.”

And then I saw the movement 
again and I focused on it. Reflected 
in the mirror of the back bar was an 
animatronic rat sliding up and down 
the wall. It was around Halloween 
and Mission Bar (2695 Mission St, 
SF. 415-647-2300) was completely 
decked out like the Spirit Halloween 
store had sneezed all over the walls.

Needless to say, I was relieved that 
no one had slipped LSD into one of my 
vodka sodas. The last thing I wanted to 
deal with was 12 hours of getting con-
fused by the way a Muni bus’s hydrau-
lics sound like Chewbacca. Plus the 
vibes over in that part of the Mission 
can be a bit sinister sometimes, and 
Mission Bar reflects this perfectly, 
which is exactly why I like it.

This may be too on the nose, 
but Mission Bar is the quintessential 
Mission dive bar. It’s dark, there’s 
a pool table, and dogs are always 
scurrying around. Plus the booze is 
exceptionally cheap; if I’m not mis-
taken, well drinks are $3.50, possibly 
$4. DO YOU HEAR ME EVERY NEW 
BAR IN SAN FRANCISCO?!?! I always 
forget how cheap it is until I go in 
and order a drink, then when I hear 
what the total is, I smile with all my 
teeth, tell the bartender how much 
I love him or her, and then wonder 
why I bother going to any other bars.

That night I collected the round 

of drinks and sloshed them over to 
the table where a bunch of my favor-
ite people in the world were sitting. 
“Guess what guys,” I said as I handed 
them their beverages, “nobody dosed 
my drink!” They all looked like I was 
nuts and like maybe someone had 
actually dosed me. They obviously 
had no idea what I was talking about. 
I decided to drop the subject.

I wish I could tell you exactly 
which of my favorite people in the 
world were having a mellow night of 
drinks with me at Mission Bar that 
night. But the truth is, many of the 
stories I write for The Weeknighter 
are amalgamations of multiple eve-
nings spent in a single bar, spread out 
through my dozen or so years in SF.

Was it the first night we drank 
at Mission Bar after Marina got back 
from the Peace Corps? Maybe. Was it 
one of the last nights before Jeremy 
and Erin started keeping grown-up 
hours because they had a baby on the 
way? That could be it too. Truthfully it 
doesn’t matter; the great thing about 
spending a third of your life in a city 
is that the places you go to become 
the stories themselves, and all the 
things that happen in them are just 
the decorations, kinda like the anima-
tronic rat scooting along the wall.

These things creep into the 
peripheral of your memory and you 
need to focus on them to remember 
which parts were real. The unfortu-
nate part about Mission Bar (read: 
fortunate part) is, considering how 
strong and cheap the drinks are, it’s 
pretty hard to focus on anything 
once you’ve been there for an hour. 
So the stories blend together and 
you just leave happy that no one 
dosed your drink with LSD. 2

Stuart Schuffman, aka Broke-Ass Stuart, 
is a travel writer, poet, and TV host. 
You can find is online shenanigans at 
www.brokeassstuart.com.

Out of focus

miSSion Bar: the quinteSSential 
dive Bar GUARDIAN PHOTO BY JOSEPH SCHELLfood + drink

Dine-in • Take OuT • Delivery
Open ‘Till 1am Every Day!

WWW.CHaBaaTHaiCuiSineSF.COM

Call for Catering Options and Discounts

Thai Cuisine
Chabaa

SunSeT 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347

Try Our Secret Menu

uniOn Square
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121

Japanese Restaurant

317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco
415.558.8149

Try our
HOMEMADE 

TOFU!

BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 

IN SAN FRANCISCO!

TAQUERIA
CAN-CUN
TAQUERIA

CAN-CUN

Bay Guardian
“Best of the Bay” 

1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 

2009, 2012, 2013
• OPEN EVERYDAY •

2013  
BEST BURRITOS

�
�

�

�
�

�

�

�

2288 Mission St. @ 19th
(415) 252-9560

1003 Market St. @ 6th
(415) 864-6773

Come visit our newest location:
3211 Mission St. @ Valencia

THE NEW
SPOT
Mexican &

Salvadorian
Cuisine 

632 20th St.
MON-TUE 10:30AM-4PM

WED-SAT 10:30AM-4PM & 5-10PM

(415) 558.0556

FOOD & BEVERAGE CO.FOOD & BEVERAGE CO.FOOD & BEVERAGE CO.

FULL BAR
 WITH WEEKLY ROTATING   

DRAFT SPECIALS
~CRAFT & IMPORT BOTTLES~

SF TRADITION FOR 60+ YEARS!
1101 GEARY BLVD

(415) 775-4216
WWW.TOMMYSJOYNT.COM
PARK FREE FOR 1 HOUR @ AMC

FOOD & BEVERAGE CO.
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HighTekBikes
Your Ride Into the Future

Electrify Your Bike!
Hub motor Conversion Kits

Electric Bike Sales
Custom Design, Parts, Service

hightekbikes.com
415-745-2453
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       = BIKE DOCTORS
Local bike shop mechanics get you rolling  
on Bike to Work Day with free basic bike 
maintenance like lubing chains, adjusting  
seats and fixing flat tires. For locations, 
check the map or go to sfbike.org/btwd.

Pedal by an Energizer Station for free 
goodies and high-fives. 

Ride with your Supervisor and neighbors 
in a Commuter Convoy.

ENERGIZER STATION
PEDAL TO A BIKE TO WORK DAY BIKE TO WORK DAY

THURSDAY, MAY 8

Celebrate the 20th Anniversary of

sfbike.org/btwd

 MORNING STATIONS  
(7:30-9:30AM, unless otherwise stated)

Bayview: Illinois St. at Cesar Chavez St.

Bernal: Cesar Chavez St. at Harrison St.  
*English/Spanish*

Caltrain Station: 4th St. at Townsend St.

Civic Center: City Hall, Polk St. steps

Downtown: Market St. at Battery St. co-host-
ed with Craigslist (7:30AM-2PM)

Embarcadero: Ferry Building (6:30-9:30AM)

Inner Richmond: Cabrillo St. at Arguello Blvd. 
*English/Mandarin/Cantonese*

Inner Sunset: Irving St. at 6th Ave.

Mid-Market: Market St. at 12th St. 

Mission: Valencia St. at 17th St.

Mission Bay: 16th St. at 7th St. 

Panhandle: Fell St. at Masonic Ave.

Presidio: Main Post, Halleck St. at Lincoln 
Blvd. (6:30-9:30AM)

SF2G (Peninsula Commute): 24th St. Mission 
BART Station (6-6:30AM)

SoMa: Folsom St. at 7th St.

Western Addition: Kaiser Hospital,  
Geary Blvd. at St. Joseph’s Ave.

 COMMUTER CONVOYS  
(7:45AM, unless otherwise stated)
Join your district’s Commuter Convoy to head 
downtown with fellow riders on Bike to Work 
Day! You can also depart for the Peninsula (as 
far as Mountain View) with a convoy — no 
rider left behind! For locations, see the map or 
go to sfbike.org/commuterconvoy.
 

Bayview: Mendell Plaza, Palou at 3rd St.

Castro: Jane Warner Plaza at 17th St.

Excelsior: Naples St. at Geneva Ave.

Marina: Rapha Cycle Club, 2198 Filbert St.

Mission: 78 29th St. at Tiffany Ave.

Nob Hill: 1800 Polk St. at Washington St.

NOPA: 2095 Hayes St. at Cole St.

Portola Heights: 673 Portola Dr. at Teresita

Richmond: Cumacia, 200 Clement St. at 3rd Ave.

SF2G (Peninsula Commute): 24th St. Mission 
BART Station (6:30AM)

SoMa: Brainwash Cafe, 1122 Folsom St. at 
7th St.

Sunset: Swell Bicycles, 4002 Irving Ave. at 
41st Ave.

 EVENING STATIONS (5-7PM)
Caltrain Station: 4th St. at Townsend St. 

Central Market: Market St. and 4th St.  
co-hosted with Levi’s

Chinatown/North Beach: Washington Square 
Park *English/Mandarin/Cantonese*

Duboce Bikeway: Duboce St. at Market St. 

Embarcadero: Ferry Building

Marina: Marina Green at Scott St.

Mission East: Harrison St. at 17th St.  
*English/Spanish

Mission West: Valencia St. at 19th St.

Panhandle: Fell St. at Masonic St.

SoMa: Howard St. at 8th St.

JOIN US AT CITY HALL! 
Bike to Work Day press conference with 
the Mayor and City leaders from 8:00-
9:30AM. Free bike valet supported by 
Rahman Law PC. 

May 

Special

843 carleton St, Berkeley

510-843-2453 • pacificebike.com

More power and larger battery than the E-Motion or

Stromer for less money. Good for Commuting and  

powering up SF hills. Complete line of electric bikes.

We service all e-bikes

MiPower  

electric bike

High quality  

Made in Taiwan

MSRP $2395   

Sale $1795

•Powerful 750W motor (1000W peak)

•36v 14aH lithium battery

•20+ MPH, 30+ Mile range

•2 hour recharge time

The only way to experience 
the Best of SF

weare       .com 

Expert service for 

all your bicycle needs

3210 B 22nd Street

@ Mission

415-701-7655

TREAT
STREET
b i c yc l e
w o r k s

18th & Treat Street

415.551.2453
Same day /  nexT day Service
treatstreetbicycle.com

FOLLOW US ON

@sfbayguardian

Treat Street  
Bicycle Works

18th & Treat Streets Pacific E-Bike
834 Carleton St. 

Berkeley

Kroyer Cycles
3210-B 22nd Street

Valencia Cyclery
1065 & 1077  

Valencia Street

1065 & 1077 Valencia 
(Btwn 21st & 22nd St.)
San Francisco
SALES 415-550-6600
REPAIRS 415-550-6601

MON-SAT 10-6
SUN 11-5

valenciacyclery.com
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HighTekBikes
Your Ride Into the Future

Electrify Your Bike!
Hub motor Conversion Kits

Electric Bike Sales
Custom Design, Parts, Service
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       = BIKE DOCTORS
Local bike shop mechanics get you rolling  
on Bike to Work Day with free basic bike 
maintenance like lubing chains, adjusting  
seats and fixing flat tires. For locations, 
check the map or go to sfbike.org/btwd.

Pedal by an Energizer Station for free 
goodies and high-fives. 

Ride with your Supervisor and neighbors 
in a Commuter Convoy.

ENERGIZER STATION
PEDAL TO A BIKE TO WORK DAY BIKE TO WORK DAY

THURSDAY, MAY 8

Celebrate the 20th Anniversary of

sfbike.org/btwd

 MORNING STATIONS  
(7:30-9:30AM, unless otherwise stated)

Bayview: Illinois St. at Cesar Chavez St.

Bernal: Cesar Chavez St. at Harrison St.  
*English/Spanish*

Caltrain Station: 4th St. at Townsend St.

Civic Center: City Hall, Polk St. steps

Downtown: Market St. at Battery St. co-host-
ed with Craigslist (7:30AM-2PM)

Embarcadero: Ferry Building (6:30-9:30AM)

Inner Richmond: Cabrillo St. at Arguello Blvd. 
*English/Mandarin/Cantonese*

Inner Sunset: Irving St. at 6th Ave.

Mid-Market: Market St. at 12th St. 

Mission: Valencia St. at 17th St.

Mission Bay: 16th St. at 7th St. 

Panhandle: Fell St. at Masonic Ave.

Presidio: Main Post, Halleck St. at Lincoln 
Blvd. (6:30-9:30AM)

SF2G (Peninsula Commute): 24th St. Mission 
BART Station (6-6:30AM)

SoMa: Folsom St. at 7th St.

Western Addition: Kaiser Hospital,  
Geary Blvd. at St. Joseph’s Ave.

 COMMUTER CONVOYS  
(7:45AM, unless otherwise stated)
Join your district’s Commuter Convoy to head 
downtown with fellow riders on Bike to Work 
Day! You can also depart for the Peninsula (as 
far as Mountain View) with a convoy — no 
rider left behind! For locations, see the map or 
go to sfbike.org/commuterconvoy.
 

Bayview: Mendell Plaza, Palou at 3rd St.

Castro: Jane Warner Plaza at 17th St.

Excelsior: Naples St. at Geneva Ave.

Marina: Rapha Cycle Club, 2198 Filbert St.

Mission: 78 29th St. at Tiffany Ave.

Nob Hill: 1800 Polk St. at Washington St.

NOPA: 2095 Hayes St. at Cole St.

Portola Heights: 673 Portola Dr. at Teresita

Richmond: Cumacia, 200 Clement St. at 3rd Ave.

SF2G (Peninsula Commute): 24th St. Mission 
BART Station (6:30AM)

SoMa: Brainwash Cafe, 1122 Folsom St. at 
7th St.

Sunset: Swell Bicycles, 4002 Irving Ave. at 
41st Ave.

 EVENING STATIONS (5-7PM)
Caltrain Station: 4th St. at Townsend St. 

Central Market: Market St. and 4th St.  
co-hosted with Levi’s

Chinatown/North Beach: Washington Square 
Park *English/Mandarin/Cantonese*

Duboce Bikeway: Duboce St. at Market St. 

Embarcadero: Ferry Building

Marina: Marina Green at Scott St.

Mission East: Harrison St. at 17th St.  
*English/Spanish

Mission West: Valencia St. at 19th St.

Panhandle: Fell St. at Masonic St.

SoMa: Howard St. at 8th St.

JOIN US AT CITY HALL! 
Bike to Work Day press conference with 
the Mayor and City leaders from 8:00-
9:30AM. Free bike valet supported by 
Rahman Law PC. 

May 

Special

843 carleton St, Berkeley

510-843-2453 • pacificebike.com

More power and larger battery than the E-Motion or

Stromer for less money. Good for Commuting and  

powering up SF hills. Complete line of electric bikes.

We service all e-bikes

MiPower  

electric bike

High quality  

Made in Taiwan

MSRP $2395   

Sale $1795

•Powerful 750W motor (1000W peak)

•36v 14aH lithium battery

•20+ MPH, 30+ Mile range

•2 hour recharge time

The only way to experience 
the Best of SF

weare       .com 

Expert service for 

all your bicycle needs

3210 B 22nd Street

@ Mission

415-701-7655

TREAT
STREET
b i c yc l e
w o r k s

18th & Treat Street

415.551.2453
Same day /  nexT day Service
treatstreetbicycle.com

FOLLOW US ON

@sfbayguardian

Treat Street  
Bicycle Works

18th & Treat Streets Pacific E-Bike
834 Carleton St. 

Berkeley

Kroyer Cycles
3210-B 22nd Street

Valencia Cyclery
1065 & 1077  

Valencia Street

1065 & 1077 Valencia 
(Btwn 21st & 22nd St.)
San Francisco
SALES 415-550-6600
REPAIRS 415-550-6601

MON-SAT 10-6
SUN 11-5

valenciacyclery.com



Wednesday/7
Science Talk: “The 

MySTerieS of Sleep”
Wonderfest, “the Bay Area Beacon 
of Science,” is a nonprofit that has 
been organizing fun, funky science 
events and meet-ups for nearly two 
decades, and best of all, most of 
them are free. This talk, presented at 
the SoMa StrEat Food Park (with all 
of the delectable food truck and beer 
options that entails) will tackle one 
of the last great biological mysteries 
— something we spend one-third 
of our lives doing, yet something 
scientists still understand very little 
about. Matthew P. Walker, an asso-
ciate professor of psychology at Cal, 
will describe the latest research that 
suggests sleep is actually a highly 
active process, necessary for improv-
ing our learning processes, memory, 
creativity, and emotions. So grab a 
friend, grab some grub, and get your 
education on, then go home and 
get a good night’s rest — you’ll be 
smarter for it. (Emma Silvers)
7pm, free

SoMa StrEat Food Park

428 11th St, SF

www.wonderfest.org

thursday/8
Bike To Work Day  

20Th anniverSary
Got a bike? Ride it. Today marks the 
20th anniversary of San Francisco’s 
Bike to Work Day, and it’s never 

been more rewarding to be a two-
wheeled commuter. With thousands 
of cyclists on the road today, not 
only do tailpipe emissions decrease 
dramatically, but the visible pres-
ence of cyclists encourages motor-
ists to share the road. What’s more, 
many small businesses will have 
special treats for bikers, and the SF 
Bicycle Coalition will have safety 
classes, workshops, parties, raffles, 
and energizer stations (snacks, bev-
erages, and goodie bags) throughout 

the city. If you’re a two-wheeling 
newbie, don’t fret. The Coalition 
will also have Commuter Convoys 
leading you through the city. Keep 
an eye out for bike-friendly busi-
nesses: Yoga Tree is offering a free 
class to anyone who shows up on 
two wheels. Don’t forget your hel-
met! (Laura B. Childs)
All day, free

Various locations throughout SF

www.sfbike.org

“The neW 
forTy-ninerS” 
anD “Scavenger: 
aDvenTureS in 
TreaSure-hunTing”
For centuries, stories of treasure 
hunters and great explorers have 
dominated American history. 
From the Gold Rush millionaire 
Samuel Brannan to Huck Finn 
to Lewis and Clark, the thirst for 

adventure and wealth is a build-
ing block of the American Dream. 
Tonight, Rayko Photo Center pres-
ents two exhibits based on this 
dream. “Scavenger: Adventures 
in Treasure Hunting,” by Jenny 
Riffle, documents one man’s trea-
sure hunt, accompanied by his 
metal detector. Riffle romantically 
captures the mythical adventur-
er as he ventures out into rural 
Washington like a 21st century 
Mark Twain character. The second 
exhibit, Sarina Finklestein’s “The 
New Forty-Niners,” is a four-year-
long photo project chronicling 

modern-day gold prospectors in 
California. In gritty and rugged 
photographs, the exhibit reveals 
a small self-sustaining society 
dependent on gold mining, remi-
niscent of the original Gold Rush. 
(Childs)
Opening reception 6pm-8pm, free

Exhibits on display through June 21, 
2014

Rayko Photo Center

428 Third St, SF

(415) 496-3775

www.raykophotocenter.com

Friday/9
kaTherine 

haWThorne’S  
‘The eScapeMenT’
Last November choreographer 

Katharine Hawthorne premiered 
Timepiece at the Joe Goode Annex. 
Bringing a background in physics 
and dance to her artistic practice, 
she had created an intricately 
structured and intriguing piece 
of choreography in which she 
explored the concept of time — 
not just dance as a time-based art, 
but time as a way of structuring 
the way we live our lives and 
think about the world. In the new 
The Escapement, she continues that 
process by examining the way 
clocks have enabled us to divide 
time into regular intervals. The 
invention of the “escapement” 
mechanism, apparently, was cen-
tral to the process. Performing 
with Hawthorne will be Jesse L. 
Chin, Katherine Disenhof, Suzette 
Sagisi, and Megan Wright. (Rita 
Felciano)
May 9-10, 8pm, $15-25

Joe Goode Annex

401 Alabama, SF

www.theescapement.eventbrite.com

#girlBoSS Book 
Signing WiTh Sophia 
aMoruSo
With advice like “money looks 
better in the bank than on your 

feet,” #GIRLBOSS is one giant kick 
in the butt. The CEO, founder, 
and self-proclaimed “chief trou-
blemaker” at the online fashion 

retailer NastyGal, Sophia Amoruso 
isn’t your typical CEO. Before 
reaching meteoric fame with her 
$100 million brand, Amoruso was 
an anarchist who survived off 
dumpster-diving and shoplifting. 
Dubbed the “Cinderella of tech,” 
Amoruso started an eBay store 
while living in San Francisco, sell-
ing old clothes; some eight years 
later, it’s a global marketplace spe-
cializing in scandalous and trendy 
clothing for 20-somethings. Filled 
with quick-whips and snarky illus-
trations, #GIRLBOSS covers all the 
nitty-grittiness of owning a com-
pany, and demystifies any ideas 
that because you were popular in 
high school, you’re guaranteed 
success — you have to work for it. 
(Childs)
7pm-9pm, free

Books Inc. Bookstore Opera Plaza

601 Van Ness, SF

(415) 776-1111

www.booksinc.net

kaDavar
Black Sabbath may be past its 
prime, but Berlin’s Kadavar is 
keeping the ’70s heavy metal 

dream alive — psychedelic, snarl-
ing, seething, dope-smoking, and 
very hairy. Drawing heavily — 
very heavily — from Sabbath and 
Pentagram (with some nods to 
Zeppelin), Kadavar has joined the 
time-travelling ranks of Electric 
Wizard and Uncle Acid and the 
Deadbeats in producing some seri-
ously killer heavier metal tunes. 
Though Kadavar wears its influ-
ences on its sleeve, as these guys 

battle oF the Feline Film Fests
see saturday/10

the selector tongue-Wagging  
Fame
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are singing through their prodi-
gious facial hair about wizards, 
witchcraft, and lost souls, they are 
undeniably genuine. Their love 
for the music is clear, and entirely 
impossible not to headbang to. 
(Zaremba)
With The Shrine, Mondo Drag, DJ Rob 
Metal

9:30pm, $12

Bottom of the Hill

1233 17th St, SF

(415) 626-4455

www.bottomofthehill.com

Saturday/10
Cat fight: Battle of 

the feline film fests
If you are a cat fan — or simply 
fond of Internet kitty videos — 
today is basically Christmas, 
Hanukkah, your birthday, Talk 
Like a Pirate Day, and every other 
awesome holiday rolled into one. 
In SF, the Roxie rolls out its first 
annual San Francisco Intergalactic 
Feline Film and Video Festival for 
Humans, a meow-thful of a name 
befitting a fest that promises “a 
two-week film festival in the 
span of 12 hours.” In Oakland, 
OakCatVidFest presents an entire 
day of pussy magic; in addition 
to outdoor screenings, there 
will be cat-themed bands and 
dance performances, plus adopt-
able cats and the chance to sign 
up to be a kitten foster parent. 
Superstar Internet feline Lil Bub 
(of documentary, talk-show, and 
tongue-wagging fame) will appear 
at both events. And so should 
you! (Cheryl Eddy)
Intergalactic Feline Film and Video Fest

Noon, $12 ($30, all-access badge)

Roxie

3125 16th St, SF

www.roxie.com

20th anniversary 
serial mom triBute 
with riCki lake
“I don’t like to read about movies. 
They’re so violent,” picture-per-
fect suburban hausfrau Beverly R. 
Sutphin (Kathleen Turner) tells 
a couple police officers during a 
brief nonlethal moment in Serial 
Mom. John Waters’ 1994 comedy 
about a secretly demented wife 
and mother with very, very high 
etiquette standards — you really 
do not want to wear white after 
Labor Day around her — remains 
his personal best since the break-
through of Hairspray (1988). That 

film’s discovery, Ricki Lake, cast 
as Sutphin daughter Misty, will 
appear in person for Peaches 
Christ’s “Mother’s Day celebration 
to die for,” also featuring a pre-
show performance with D’Arcy 
Drollinger and “the erotic dance 
stylings of SexiTude.” There will 
be blood. (Dennis Harvey)
8pm, $35-55

Castro Theatre

429 Castro, SF

(415) 621-6120

www.peacheschrist.com

old 97’s
Reassuring us all that growing 
up doesn’t mean you have to lose 
your sense of humor, the Old 
97’s — the solid, steady fathers 
of alt-country, who never quite 
exploded (or imploded) like some 
of their mid-’90s counterparts did 
— are touring the country with 
their 10th studio album, Most 
Messed Up. The tour also functions 
as a 20th anniversary party for 
the band, and the record serves 
as perfect accompaniment: Never 
have songs about the ravages of 
road life and the slights of middle 
age sounded so fun. The band’s 
die-hard fans know they’re in for 
a helluva rocking live show, too, 
though the guys claim to never 
rehearse; if you’ve only heard 

a few radio singles, this is your 
chance to see what the fuss is 
actually all about. (Silvers)
With Nikki Lane

8pm, $25

The Fillmore

1805 Geary, SF

www.thefillmore.com

Sunday/11
riff raff

Let’s start with the burning ques-
tion: Is this guy for real? Part of 
the intrigue of Riff Raff’s over-
the-top, ultra-campy hip-hop 
persona is that it might be totally 
genuine. This caricature-like white 
guy from Houston with a BET 
tattoo, a grill, and cornrows, who 
raps about Dolce and Gabbana, 

could be an elaborate joke. Nut 
authentic or not, Riff Raff is a 
hot commodity; “Feat. Riff Raff” 
seems to be the most popular 
phrase on iTunes. He’s tight with 
Drake, Justin Bieber, has over 50 
million views on YouTube, and 

scored some seriously solid guests 
for his upcoming record Neon 
Icon — Action Bronson, Childish 
Gambino, and Diplo, to name just 
a few. Love him or hate him (it’s 
one or the other), Riff is undeni-
ably fascinating, and this perfor-
mance won’t be one you forget 
any time soon. (Zaremba)
With Grandtheft

8pm, $25

Regency Ballroom

1290 Sutter, SF

www.theregencyballroom.com

Monday/12
the san 

franCisCo moth 
storyslam
You know the upside to life’s 
hideously embarrassing 
moments, right? Like 
that time you broke 
your ankle by slip-
ping on a banana at 
the Muni station, 
at rush hour, and 
had to have Muni 
employees help you 
off the platform 
while covered in 
banana mush? 
And also you 
were headed 
to a job inter-
view? (Note: 
this recently 
happened 
to a friend.) 
The upside, 
of course, is 
that you have 
an awesome 
story to tell, 
and this monthly 
“story slam,” based on the 
award-winning New York-
based series The Moth, 
rewards naked honesty as 

much as it does storytelling flair. 
Fact-checkers won’t be on hand, 
but stories must be true and take 
five minutes or less to tell; con-
testants can’t use notes or cheat-
sheets of any kind. But beyond 
that, anything goes, so start your 
storytelling engines. (Silvers)
7:30pm, $8

The Rickshaw Stop

155 Fell, SF

www.rickshawstop.com

ms. lauryn hill
Sure, she’s had her share of trou-
bles over the years: prison time 
for tax evasion, comments about 
race that gave PR people across the 
nation simultaneous heart attacks, a 

laundry list of tardiness and other 
diva-tastic behaviors. But at the 
end of the day, Lauryn Hill is still 
among the most gifted musicians of 
the last two decades; her Grammy-
sweeping album The Miseducation 
of Lauryn Hill, which turns 16 this 
August, still graces many a Top 10 
list (this critic’s included). Live, she’s 
been experimenting with a more 
reggae-fied and big band sound 
over the last few years, giving hits 
like “Doo Wop (That Thing)” the 

weight of a pseudo-religious 
revival experience. And 

if the new music she 
dropped following her 
release from prison in 
the fall of last year 
is any indication, 

this tour should be 
a good one. She 
might be late, she 
might be ornery 

— she won’t be bor-
ing. (Silvers)

With Daniel Bambaata 
Marley

8pm, $49.50-82.50

The Warfield

982 Market, SF

www.thewarfield 
theatre.com 2

The Guardian 
listings deadline 
is two weeks 
prior to our 
Wednesday 
publication 
date. To submit 
an item for 
consideration, 
please include 
the title of the 
event, a brief 
description 
of the event, 
date and time, 
venue name, 
street address 
(listing cross 

streets only isn’t 
sufficient), city, 

telephone number 
readers can call for 

more information, 
telephone number for 

media, and admission 
costs. Send information to 

Listings, the Guardian, 225 Bush, 
17th Flr., SF, CA 94105; or e‑mail 
(paste press release into e‑mail 
body — no attachments, please) to 
listings@sfbg.com. Digital photos 
may be submitted in jpeg format; 
the image must be at least 240 
dpi and four inches by six inches 
in size. We regret we cannot 
accept listings over the phone.
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By Emma SilvErS
esilvers@sfbg.com

LEFT OF THE DIAL If you’ve spent time 
in downtown San Francisco, chances 
are you’ve seen him: Thin as a rail but 
dressed to kill, light on his feet amid 
the gray monotone of Market Street, 
he takes a deep breath in — and when 
he breathes out, into the mouthpiece 
of his trumpet, the sound is pure con-
fidence, come to sonic life.

Then he starts tap-dancing, using 
the clack of his feet as a rhythm 
section, swinging his trumpet like 
a baton every now and then just 
for show. Depending on the day, he 
might take out a microphone and belt 
out a tune, all while dancing. 
Busy businessmen stop 
and stare and listen. He 
winks at women and 
they get the giggles.

Gabriel Angelo is 
the ultimate entertain-
er, and he is 14 years 
old. Known as “the 
Trumpet Kid,” Angelo, 
an Oakland native, plays 
trumpet at a level that earned him 
an appearance on The Ellen Degeneres 
Show in 2012, among other publici-
ty, as well as the adoration of one of 
the toughest audiences in the city: 
harried FiDi pedestrians.

In honor of our “streets” issue, I 
caught up with Angelo when he was 
playing outside the Ferry Building, 
serenading tourists and farmers’ 
market-goers. His voice has changed. 
There’s a whiff of cologne about 
him. Look out, San Francisco, the 
Trumpet Kid is growin’ up.

San Francisco Bay Guardian How did 
you get your start in music?
Gabriel Angelo My mom sent me to 
piano lessons when I was 6 years old, 
but when I set foot in the music room, 
there was this shiny brass trumpet. 
And I reached out and grabbed it and 
it was love at first sight.

Since I was really young, I always 
wanted to be an entertainer — my 
family watched a lot of old movies, 
and they inspired me a lot. My two 
older sisters were also very musical — 

they sang, danced, played the cello, 
piano, and violin. Our church was 
very heavy on the arts.

SFBG How often are you out here?  
Are you in school?
GA I’m out here most Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, more 
if my schedule allows it. I get at least 
four hours of practice a day, usually 
six or eight. I’ve been home-schooled 
my whole life, and I already com-
pleted high school. Now I’m working 
on degrees in music and business 
through a program called CollegePlus.

SFBG What have you gained from per-
forming on the street?

GA This is my stage. I get to 
practice my stage and 

speaking skills, make 
connections, meet 
awesome people. I’ve 
learned a lot by talking 
to homeless people, 
especially — they tell 

me their stories and 
experiences. And I like feel-

ing like I can help people with 
music. With singing, my goal is just 
to inspire people. And also to make 
women feel beautiful.

SFBG To make women feel beautiful?
GA Yeah, because a lot of people 
don’t have fathers to tell them that, 
and that one little thing affects their 
whole life. I know I wouldn’t have 
achieved anything without my moth-
er’s support, without mentors in my 
life. And life comes from women.

SFBG Amen. Are you tight with other street 
musicians downtown? Are there turf wars?
GA No, we all have a lot of respect 
for each other. But if someone ever 
really wanted me to move, that 
wouldn’t be [a big deal].

SFBG Any big projects coming up?
GA I just signed with Journey’s man-
ager. And I’m going to be playing 
the 2015 Super Bowl halftime show 
in Arizona. And I met someone who 
wants to make a movie about me, 
called “Swaggy.” (I’m Swaggy.) It 
should be a fun year. 2

By andrE TorrEz
arts@sfbg.com

MUSIC Two bra-clad figures peek through a shroud of fog 
onstage that’s as thick as the shrieking white noise at 
Oakland’s Night Light. The sound is a perfect accompani-
ment for the sadomasochistic display before the audience. 
One woman’s lips press against another’s flesh, but if you 
lower your glance, you’ll notice that one is slicing a blade 
across the other’s stomach like a sacrifice. Blood is drawn, 
even though they seem to be intimately embraced.

This was how Replicant, the live music/performance/
visual art series with a penchant for the weird, chose to 
kick off the new year at its January showcase; Bad News, 
an industrial duo consisting of Sarah Bernat and Alex 
Lukas from LA and SF, respectively, headlined. On this 
night, they had also invited experimental conspirators 
Greer McGettrick (formerly of The Mallard) and Shannon 
Madden (Chasms) to join them. Madden said just a day 
before this gig that her relationship with Bernat had ended.

So was this arousal, anguish, or both? Audience mem-
bers, mostly in frozen silence by this point, were left to their 
own interpretations. “We were bouncing a lot of ideas off 
each other, like ‘What can you do besides karaoke to your 
own music; make it transformative?’ ” said Madden, refer-
ring to conversations with Bernat, during a recent interview.

Bernat, who plays guitar and is usually tethered by 
her instrument, seemed possessed enough to become 
unleashed. Somehow she maintained a straight-faced 
gaze throughout the cutting, even if she trembled a bit.

“We both knew that the only way to say goodbye was 
to do it on stage. I think there’s a reason why Chasms and 
Bad News are connected and I think it has something to 
do with suffering.” Madden said this was her last inter-
action with her ex, but the two bands (which are on the 
same labels) will share a bill May 10 at Thee Parkside 
when Sleep Genius, the independent record label “born of 
the San Francisco fog” throws a showcase of its acts: Five 
mostly-local bands will give intimate and brooding exam-
ples of how new music is emerging from the underground 
— and what they’re doing to manifest a new direction.

There was nothing subtle about the bodies on stage 
that night in Oakland, nor the heavily-processed sound 
that came with it. Along with her collaborator, Jess 
Labrador, Chasms have a new LP, Subtle Bodies, due this 
June. Their live show is taking on a slightly different 
direction, sounding more blown-out and less concerned 
with pop-song sensibility time constraints. They’ve upped 

the ante on noise elements and are beefing up on drone.
“I’m using Alex [Lukas]’s gear. There’s a reason,” 

Madden said. “Alex is my shaman, oracle, and engineer.”  
Labrador is the songwriter, vocalist, guitarist, and drum 
programmer in this dark duo. “I could never do any of 
that without experiencing Alex or Sarah.”

Alongside a DX7ii synthesizer and other assorted gear, 
we’re huddled — Lukas, Madden, and I — inside his tidy 
Bayview District trailer, which hasn’t been completely set 
up since he was priced out of his old 18th and Mission 
space, after his landlord raised the rent by 40 percent.

“The cost of living here is so high. People funnel so 
much of their money into rent,” he said. Having weath-
ered two tech booms as an artist in the Bay Area — he’s 
been here since 1998 — Lukas knows what it’s like to sell 
CDs at Amoeba for “a brick of cheese.”

His dwelling is, nevertheless, a cozy hideaway, well-
stocked with cassettes and a pretty chill black cat. He 
explains that his ties with Madden run deep. For one, they 
spent much of 2013 together at the helm of The Lab, a 
long-standing art space near 16th and Mission.

Under their watch, The Lab hosted emerging acts, 
like Wreck & Reference, Some Ember, Austin Cesear, 
Marshstepper, Disappearing People, and Dorian Wood.

Madden claimed the types of shows she was booking 
weren’t “artsy enough” for a visual arts space to be left 
alone by the city’s Entertainment Commission. Finding a 
platform for these types of acts is, she says, the bigger con-
cern in the current “cultural economy” in San Francisco.

“When people get off work, they wanna get shitfaced 
and hear Toro Y Moi. They don’t wanna go deep in some 
experimental avant, industrial shit. They want their brains 
to be massaged and they want to go to sleep, wake up, do it 
again and eat some fuckin’ food-truck food.”

She notes Oakland is sustaining an impressive plat-
form for the underbelly of electronic music. She hopes the 
culture in San Francisco shifts underground again, but in 
the meantime is happy to book at more traditional venues 
including Brick & Mortar, The Night Light, and Elbo Room.

“It’s not about the space, even as intimate as it was. I 
want to give the local bands the best deal that I can and 
not risk it getting broken up. Lots of rad shit’s going to 
have to happen in a bar space.” 2

SlEEp GEniuS prESEnTS: rinGo dEaThSTarr wiTh SlEEp GEniuS 
arTiSTS Ba nEwS, ChaSmS, nEvEr KnowS, and Cry

May 10, 9pm, $10-12

Thee Parkside; 1600 17th St, SF; www.theeparkside.com

A musician grows  
on Market Street
San Francisco’s wunderkind “Trumpet Kid” on the 
musical education he’s gained from playing in city streets

Shaman, oracle, and engineer
Sleep Genius bands push boundaries, prove Bay Area underground is alive and well

muSiC GaBriEl anGElo (lEfT); alEx luKaS and Sarah BErnaT of Bad nEwS
angelo photo by nicolas alexander brown; bad news photo by andre torrez
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By Marke B.
marke@sfbg.com

SUPER EGO There’s a reason many 
of us got all churchy when word 
came down last month that 
Frankie Knuckles, the Godfather 
of House, had passed to that vast, 
sweaty dance floor in the sky. As 
dance music continues to grow, 
it seems more necessary than 
ever to affirm its root credo of 
love and acceptance. Frankie was 
house music’s apostle: He could 
make you glow in the light of 
the deepest underground track or 
a remix of the hoariest pop hit. 
(I’m not lying when I tell you that 
his 10-minute reconstruction of 
“You Are Not Alone” saved my life 
once.)

Some among us think that 
holy spirit is dead — they need to 
get out more. But it still could use 
some reaffirmation. This weekend, 
two house greats, NYC’s Hector 
Romero and our own David 
Harness, salute Frankie’s legacy 
and keep the fires burning hot. 
Let’s do this. 
Sat/10, 10pm-4am, $15 advance. Mighty, 
119 Utah, SF; www.mighty119.com

KAFANA BALKAN
This wild, whirling romp through 
Balkan music packs in a ton of 
fun — and people, so now it’s at 
a bigger space. With Mastermind 
Serbian DJ Zeljko, belly dance 
wiz Jill Parker and her Foxglove 
Sweethearts in a Gold Rush-
themed show, live band Petrovic 
Blasting Company and more. 
Fri/9, 9pm-late, $25 advance. Beatbox, 
314 11th St, SF; www.facebook.com/
kafanabalkan

JORIS VOORN
Sometimes the words “Dutch” and 
“techno” go great together. Justly 
lauded Voorn transcends with a 
killer edge of trance-iness to his 
work. Not so much the twirling 
glow stick kind of trance, but the 
heady, funky kind. (Glow sticks 
OK, though.) 
Sat/10, 9pm-3:30am, $13–$25. Public 
Works, 161 Erie, SF; www.publicsf.com

APEX
A giant night of excellent names 
that’s basically a mini-festival. 
Deep house duo Tale of Us, spacey 
basser Joy Orbison, endlessly hum-
mable Thugfucker, energetic dou-

ble-whammy Blond:ish join forces 
at the Sound Factory (it’s last hur-
rah before the condos get it). 
Sat/10, 10pm-6am, $15–$30. Sound 
Factory, 525 Harrison, SF; www.
facebook.com/apextour

DESTINO: LA MUSICA
A three-hour sunset boat tour, 
with a deck-full of the Bay’s 
soulful house players DJ Cecil, 
Emancipacion, Son of Son, 
Diaztek, and percussionist Soul 
Mojo — and some grown, sexy 
people? Sign me up, captain. 
Sat/10, 4:30-8pm, $40. Meet at Jack 
London Square, foot of Broadway, Oakl; 
destinolamusica.eventbrite.com

JACKIE BEAT
I’ve developed a severe allergy 
to comedy drag queens (possible 
overexposure) — except one: 
the inimitable Jackie Beat of LA. 
Somehow her sassy, tacky, spoofy 
act always splits my sides. “If You 
See Something, Say Something” is 
the theme of her show. And there 
will be a lot of seeing. 
Sat/10, 7 and 10pm, $25 advance. 
Rebel, 1760 Mission, SF; www.
brownpapertickets.com 2

Music nightlife

Godfathered

hector roMero pays triBute  
to frankie knuckles sat/10.
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Luau under the stars

MAY 15, 6PM  | OPEN BAR | 21+   
MARINEMAMMALCENTER.ORG/DEEPDIVE

Sunset LuauDeep Dive Presents 

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF SCIENCE,  
DRINKS AND PLENTY OF ALOHA.

Get Tickets
 Now!

WEDNESDAY 7
ROCK
Bottom of the Hill: Midnight Sons, Down & Outlaws, 
Sweetwater Black, 9pm, $10.
El Rio: Electric Shepherd, Linear Downfall, 
Buzzmutt, 8pm, $5.
Elbo Room: Kiwi Time, Spider Heart, Sea Dramas, 
Void Boys, benefit for the Deli SF, 9pm
Hemlock Tavern: Beekeepers, We Are the Men, Lil 
Dowager, 8:30pm, $6.
Hotel Utah: Trapdoor Social, UVTraveler, KennyO, 
8pm, $10.
Independent: We Are Scientists, Paws, 8pm, $16.
Knockout: The Memphis Murder Men, The Gillbillies, 
Grit & Gold, Bay Area Vixens, DJ Hawk, 9:30pm, $7.
Milk Bar: Fallen Riviera, Cure for Gravity, Should We 
Run, Horses Heaven, 8:30pm, $5.
Slim’s: Chiodos, Emarosa, Hands Like Houses, Our 
Last Night, 7:30pm, $18.

DANCE
Beaux: “BroMance: A Night Out for the Fellas,” 
9pm, free.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Prize, Return to Mono, 
Vicereine, DJ Jackfruit, 9pm, $5-$8.
Cat Club: “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30pm, $7-$10.
Club X: “Electro Pop Rocks,” w/ with Victor Niglio, 
Jake Sgarlato, Shelboy, more, 9pm, $10-$20.
F8:  “Housepitality,” w/ Sety, Sepehr, Victor Vega, 
Mrs. Blythe, 9pm, $5-$10.
Infusion Lounge: “Indulgence,” 10pm
Lookout: “What?,” w/ DJ Tisdale, guests, 7pm, free.
Madrone Art Bar: “Rock the Spot,” 9pm, free.
MatrixFillmore:  “Reload,” w/ DJ Big Bad Bruce, 
10pm, free.
Q Bar: “Booty Call,” w/ Juanita More, Joshua J, 
guests, 9pm, $3.

JAZZ
Amnesia: Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The 
Amnesiacs, 7pm, free.
Balancoire: “Cat’s Corner,” 9pm, $10.
Burritt Room: Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6pm.
Chapel: DZ Trio, 8pm, free.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30pm, free.
Level III: Sony Holland, 5-8pm, free.
Sheba Piano Lounge: Steve Snelling, 8pm
Yoshi’s San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San 
Francisco. Jeff Coffin & The Mu’tet, 8pm, $26-$30.
Zingari: Anne O’Brien, 7:30pm, free.

SOUL
Monarch: “Color Me Badd,” w/ Matt Haze, DJ Alarm, 
Broke-Ass Stuart, 5:30-9:30pm, free.

THURSDAY 8
ROCK
Bottom of the Hill: Acid Mothers Temple & The 
Melting Paraiso U.F.O., Perhaps, more, 9pm, $12.
Converse San Francisco: “Converse Rubber Tracks,” 
w/ Surf Club, DJ Matrixxman, 6pm, free.
DNA Lounge: Nightmares, Pvris, Alive Like Me, 
8:30pm, $10-$12.
El Rio: Butt Problems, Thee Nodes, more, 9pm, $7.
Hemlock Tavern: Survival Knife, Hungry Ghost, 
California, 8:30pm, $10.
Hotel Utah: The Horde & The Harem, The 
Buttercream Gang, Sun Monks, 9pm, $8-$10.
Milk Bar: The Cushion Theory, Hollow Wood, Terese 
Taylor, The Beggars Who Give, 8pm, $5.
S.F. Eagle: Hepa/Titus, Prizehog, Peace Creep, 
9pm, $10.
SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center: White 
Fence, Santoros, Pat Thomas, 6pm, free.

DANCE
Abbey Tavern: DJ Schrobi-Girl, 10pm, free.
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “Tubesteak Connection,” w/ 
DJ Bus Station John, 9pm, $5-$7.
Balancoire: “Electric Swingset,” 7:30pm, $10.
Beaux: “Men at Twerk,” 9pm, free.
Cafe: “¡Pan Dulce!,” 9pm, $5.
Cat Club: “Class of 1984,”  w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, 9pm, $6 
Cellar: “XO,” w/ DJs Astro & Rose, 10pm, $5.
Club X: “The Crib,” 9:30pm, $10.
Cosmo Bar & Lounge: “Thumpday Thursday,” 
9:30pm, $10.
Elbo Room: “Afrolicious,” w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, 
Señor Oz, 9:30pm, $5-$8.
F8: “Rdmwrk,” w/ DJ Stingray, Vin Sol, Redcalm, 

10pm, $5-$10.
Harlot: “Set,” w/ Amirali, Matt Hubert, Trey 
Courtney, Bardia F, 9pm, $5
Madrone Art Bar:  “Night Fever,” 9pm, $5.
Monarch: Psychemagik, TK Disko, Shiny Objects, 
Mike Bee, Jason Greer, 9pm, $10-$15.
Q Bar: Throwback Thursday,” w/ DJ Jay-R, 9pm
Raven: “1999,” w/ VJ Mark Andrus, 8pm, free.
Rickshaw Stop: “Popscene,” w/ Prince Rama, Metal 
Mother, 9:30pm, $12-$14.
Ruby Skye: Ruby Skye 14-Year Anniversary: “Torq,” 
w/ Project 46, Jason Parris, more, 9pm, $15-$25.
Underground SF: “Bubble,” 10pm, free.
Vessel: “Base,” w/ Sasha, JOill, 10pm, $20.

JAZZ
Cafe Claude: Nova Jazz, 7:30pm, free.
Cigar Bar & Grill: The Klipptones, 8pm
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, 
and Friends, 7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 
7:30pm
Level III: Sony Holland, 5-8pm, free.
Royal Cuckoo: Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 
7:30pm, free.
Royale: West Side Jazz Club, 9pm
Top of the Mark: Pure Ecstasy, 7:30pm, $10.
Zingari: Barbara Ochoa, 7:30pm, free.

FUNK
California Academy of Sciences: NightLife Live: 
Perception, w/ music by Dâm-Funk, Myron & E, 
Grown Kids Radio DJs, 6-10pm, $10-$12.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: George Clinton & Parliament 
Funkadelic, 8pm, $42.

FRIDAY 9
ROCK
Bottom of the Hill: Kadavar, The Shrine, Mondo 
Drag, DJ Rob Metal, 9:30pm, $12.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Rose Windows, 9pm, 
$10-$12.
DNA Lounge: Ghost Box Orchestra, Dead Gurus, The 
Spiral Electric, Pharaohs, 8:30pm, $8-$10.
El Rio: Friday Live: Bones of a Feather, DJ Emotions, 
10pm, free.
Hemlock Tavern: The Okmoniks, Meat Market, The 
Beat Offs, Petty Things, 9pm, $7.
Knockout: The Remones, The Six Million Dollar 
Band, 6:30pm, $5.
Milk Bar: Casey Neill & The Norway Rats, Blisses B, 
Grow & Twine, 9pm, $10-$12.

DANCE
1015 Folsom: Official S.F. Lightning in a Bottle 
Pre-Party, w/ KOAN Sound, Minnesota, Lapalux, Ill-
Esha, DJ Dials, more, 10pm, $15-$20 advance.
Amnesia: “Indie Slash,” w/ DJs Rance & 
Sweethearts, 10pm, $5.
Audio Discotech: Sharam, 9pm, $10-$20 advance.
Beaux: “Manimal,” 9pm
Cafe: “Boy Bar,” w/ DJ Matt Consola, 9pm, $5.
Cat Club: “Dark Shadows,” w/ DJs Daniel 
Skellington, Melting Girl, more, 9:30pm, $7.
Cellar: “F.T.S.: For the Story,” 10pm
DNA Lounge: Date Nite, 8th Grader, Pixel Memory, 
Tiny Pyramids, 8:30pm, $8-$10.
Elbo Room: “Fix Yr Hair,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot, Andre, 
and davO, 10pm, $8.
EndUp:  “Trade,” 10pm, free before midnight.
F8: “Icee Hot,” w/ Omar S, Fit, Ghosts in Tape, 
Shawn Reynaldo, DJ Will, 10pm
Grand Nightclub: “We Rock Fridays,” 9:30pm
Harlot: “The Animal Party: Glitter Box,” w/ 
Traviswild, Nice ‘n’ Eezy, 9pm, $10-$20 advance.
Infusion Lounge: “Flight Fridays,” 10pm, $20.
Lone Star Saloon: “Cubcake,” w/ DJ Medic, 9pm
Mezzanine: “Dirtybird Players,” w/ Claude 
Vonstroke, J.Phlip, Worthy, more, 9pm, $10-$20.
Mighty: BT, Syd Gris, Niko Zografos, 10pm, $10. 
Monarch: Ian Pooley, Lance DeSardi, Martin Aquino, 
Sam Haas, 9pm, $10-$20.
OMG: “Deep Inside,” 9pm, free.
Public Works: Joris Voorn, Mossmoss, Max Gardner, 
John Kaberna, 9pm, $13-$25 advance.
Q Bar: “Pump: Worq It Out Fridays,” w/ DJ 
Christopher B, 9pm, $3.
Ruby Skye: Ruby Skye 14-Year Anniversary: 
Twoloud, Nick G, 9pm, $25-$30 advance.
S.F. Eagle: “Cub Trap,” 8pm
Slide: “E2F,” 9pm
Temple:  “Boogaloo Bounce 2,” w/ Kepic, D-Clan, 
Michael Milano, Mikey Tan, more, 10pm, $15.
Vessel: 8Norin & Rad, Meshna, more, 10pm, $10

CONTINUES ON PAGE 28 >>

MUSIC LISTINGS for venue info, visit
SFBG.COM/VENUE-GUIDE
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ADVANCE TICKETS
www.browNpApErTICKETS.Com
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300 Conneticut St.

Potrero Hill
Dine-In • Pick Up

415-641-1440

171 Stillman St.

SOMA
Window Service • Delive y • Pick Up

415-974-1303

San Francisco Sourdough Pizza since 1975

 

ORDER ONLINE

www.GoatHill.com

GoatHill_Ad 2.62x6.01_color V4.indd   1 12/29/13   4:08 PM

West Portal
Counter Service • Delive y • Pick Up

170 West Portal Ave.
415-242-4628

r

Order online 
and sign up for 
GHP Rewards

For tickets & current show info: 
Yoshis.com / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200

All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended.

VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland • Details at www.yoshis.com/vip

• • • • • • • •  get tickets at  yoshis.com  • • • • • • • •

oaklandsan francisco

1330 f illmore st.  415-655-5600 510 embarcadero west 510-238-9200

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Wed, May 7 - Dave Matthews Band / Bela Fleck
& The Flecktones saxophonist w/ all-star jazz-jam band

JEFF COFFIN & THE MU’TET
feat. FUTUREMAN

Thu-Sat, May 8-10
Masters of Funk. Open Dance Floor

GEORGE CLINTON
& PARLIAMENT FUNKADELIC
Sun, May 11 - Mother’s Day! 
Contemporary jazz & urban pop/gospel 
singer & pianist

RACHELLE FERRELL
Tue, May 13 - Sarah & Vinnie of Alice @ 97.3FM

THE TOMMY IGOE BIG BAND
w/ singer SARAH CLARK 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed, May 14 - Bass clarinet driven soulful songs 

THE BETH CUSTER ENSEMBLE

Fri-Sat, May 16-17 
Blue Light To A New Dawn Tour
20th Anniversary Album Celebration

CASSANDRA WILSON 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thu, May 15 - Acoustic singer-songwriter

PRISCILLA AHN

Sun, May 18 -  Bay Area Funk, Monsters album release 

GEORGE LACSON PROJECT

Tue, May 20 

THE TOMMY IGOE BIG BAND
with guitarist BARRY FINNERTY 

Wed-Thu, May 21-22
Hello Bluebird:
Celebrating the Jazz of Judy Garland

JANE MONHEIT
SINGS JUDY GARLAND

Wed, May 7
One of the greatest singers of all time

JACK JONES
Thu, May 8

WELCOME TO DILLAvILLE

feat.  BIzARRE RIDE LIvE
(SLIMKID & FATLIP OF PHARCYDE) & SLUM vILLAGE

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Sun, May 11
Standards and Anndards

ANN HAMPTON 
CALLAWAY

Fri-Sat, May 9-10
Contemporary jazz & urban pop/gospel 
singer & pianist

RACHELLE FERRELL

Tue, May 13

 RORY SNYDER’S NIGHT JAzz BAND
w/ the SFJAzz High School All-Stars

Wed, May 14

DARYL STUERMER OF GENESIS
Thu, May 15 
Blue Light To A New Dawn Tour
20th Anniversary Album Celebration

CASSANDRA WILSON 
Fri, May 16 -Original composers of the hits

“Lowrider,” “Why Can’t We Be Friends” & “Spill The Wine”

LOWRIDER BAND
Sat-Sun, May 17-18
NOLA’s native son

ALLEN TOUSSAINT 
Tue, May 20

An Evening with
STEPHEN STILLS 

Wed, May 21 - CD Release Party

MARK HUMMEL
& THE BLUES SURvIvORS

Mon, May 19

An Evening with
STEPHEN STILLS 

Publication: SF Bay Guardian
Size: 3/10v  -  3.95” x 8.21”
Run Date: 050714

Design: Marc Zuazua    
512-665-7526

Royale: Gaucho, 9pm
Zingari: Joyce Grant, 8pm, free.

INTERNATIONAL
BeatBox: “Kafana Balkan,” w/ The Petrojvic Blasting 
Company, MWE, DJ Zeljko, more, 9pm, $25-$30.
Pachamama Restaurant: Cuban Night with Fito 
Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15pm, $15-$18.
Red Poppy Art House: Sparlha Swa, Zéna, 7:30pm, 
$10-$15.

FUNK
Make-Out Room: “Loose Joints,” w/ DJs Centipede, 
Damon Bell, and Tom Thump, 10pm, $5-$10.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: George Clinton & Parliament 
Funkadelic, 8 & 10pm, $40-$44.

SATURDAY 10
ROCK
Amnesia: Walking Spanish, Felsen, Saffell, 6pm
Bender’s: Pins of Light, Elephant Rifle, 10pm, $5.
Bottom of the Hill: KnightressM1, City of Women, I 
Am Animal, 9:30pm, $10.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: POW!, Scraper, Dirt 
Dress, Michael & The Strange Land, DJ Al Lover, 
9pm, $5-$7.
Chapel: Jacco Gardner, Light Fantastic, Dante 
Elephante, 9pm, $12.
Hemlock Tavern: City Tribe, Your Cannons, Here 
Come the Saviours, 9pm, $6.
Hotel Utah: Mirror Travel, Bill Baird, Blood Sister, 
9pm, $10.
Knockout: 50 Million, Street Eaters, Lilith Velkor, 
Shellshag, Apogee Sound Club, 4pm
Milk Bar: We Will Be Lions, Midnight Faces, 
Owenstone, 8:30pm, $8-$10.
Slim’s: Black Prairie, Tiburones, 9pm, $16.
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church: Johnny Harper & 
Carnival, tribute to The Band, 8pm, $15-$18.
Thee Parkside: Ringo Deathstarr, Bad News, 
Chasms, Never Knows, Cry, 9pm, $10.

DANCE
Amnesia: “2 Men Will Move You,” w/ DJs Primo & 
Jordan, 9pm
Audio Discotech: Lane 8, SNR, 9pm, $10-$15.
BeatBox: “Industry,” w/ DJs Gustavo Scorpio & 
Jamie J. Sanchez, 10pm, $20 advance.
Cat Club: “Club Gossip: Duran Duran vs. Nine Inch 
Nails,” w/ DJs Damon, Low-Life, 9pm, $5-$8.
DNA Lounge: “Bootie S.F.,” w/ A+D, Jimi G, Marky 
Ray, DJ Medic, more, 9pm, $10-$15.
El Rio: Fabulosa 2014 Patio Party, w/ The Average 
Dyke Band, DJs Emotions, Doc Sleep, more, 3pm
Elbo Room: “Tormenta Tropical,” w/ Faction 
Sound Crew, Broadway Slim, Oro11, more, 10pm, 
$5-$10.
EndUp: “Eclectricity,” 10pm
F8: “HGMNY: Fade to Mind Showcase,” w/ 
Kingdom, Nguzunguzu, 9pm, more, $5-$15.
Factory: Apex: North American Tour, w/ Tale of Us, 
Joy Orbison, Thugfucker, more, 8pm, $15-$30.
Knockout: “Ladies Night,” w/ DJs Jewel B Soiree & 
Crayberry, 10pm, free.
Lookout: “Bounce!,” 9pm, $3.
Madrone Art Bar: “Music Video Night,” w/ DJs 
Satva & 4AM, 10pm, $5.
Mezzanine: “House of Mezzanine,” w/ Thundercat, 
Shotgun Wedding Quintet, DJ Dials, 9pm, $20.
Mighty: “Mighty Real: The Godfather, Part 1 – A 
Tribute to Frankie Knuckles,” w/ Hector Romero & 
David Harness, 10pm, $15 advance.
Monarch: “Crush,” w/ JPod, Trotter, Motion Potion, 
Matt Haze, 9pm, $10-$15.
OMG: “Fixup,” 10pm, $5 (free before 11 p.m).
Public Works: “Play It Cool + Face,” w/ Mark 
Seven, Måns Ericson, more, 9pm, $10.
Q Bar: “Shoop!,” w/ DJs Tommy T & Bryan B, 9pm
Rickshaw Stop: “Cockblock,” w/ DJ Söfi & Ms. 
Jackson, 10pm, $10.
Ruby Skye: Ruby Skye 14-Year Anniversary: Paul 
van Dyk, Tall Sasha, 9pm, $50-$65.
S.F. Eagle: “Pound Puppy,” w/ DJs Doc Sleep & 
Nita Aviance, 9pm
Stud: “Frolic: A Celebration of Costume & Dance,” 
w/ DJ NeonBunny, 8pm, $8 ($4 in costume).
Temple: David Puentez, Neon Neo, D3fb0t & The 
45, C-Loz Beats, King Ratch, Rich Era, 10pm, 
$20.
Vessel: Scooter & Lavelle, 10pm, $10-$30.

ACOUSTIC
Bazaar Cafe: Chinese Melodrama, Manjali Light, 
Wesley Woo, MJ Lee., Tommy P, 7pm, free.Lost 
Church: The Sam Chase, The Well Dwellers, Blind 
Logan Jensen, 8:15pm, $10.

ACOUSTIC
Lost Church: Brian Belknap, Mr. Andrew, Zen Zenith, 
8:15pm, $10.
Sports Basement: “Breakfast with Enzo,” w/ Enzo 
Garcia, 10am, $5.

JAZZ
Atlas Cafe: Tom Lander Trio, 7:30pm, free.
Bird & Beckett: Jimmy Ryan’s Bird & Beckett Bebop 
Band, 5:30pm, free.
Center for New Music: From Chicago: A Dave Rempis 
Special, feat. Dave Rempis with Larry Ochs, Darren 
Johnston, Nate McBride, more, 7:30pm, $10-$15.
Hotel Rex: Benn Bacot: “4 Love of Abbey,” 8pm, 
$20-$45.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Charles Unger Experience, 
7:30pm, free.

MUSIC LISTINGS
CONT>>

for venue info, visit
SFBG.COM/VENUE-GUIDE
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“WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG

PINS OF LIGHT (T.L.)
ELEPHANT RIFLE (RENO)

CULTURE ABUSE
10PM ONLY $5

“SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA

 $2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES
 $5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS

“MOJITO MONDAYS”
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 

ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL

“TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH  A CAN OF TECATE

BENDERS BAR & GRILL
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH  415.824.1800
 MON-THU 4PM-2AM  FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM

 WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 

5/7

5/10

5/11

5/12

KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM

5/13

RSVP HERE FOR COMPLIMENTARY ENTRY TO TEMPLE

FOR VIP, BACHELORETTES OR ANY 
LARGE GROUP PLEASE E-MAIL: 

SAEED@TEMPLESF.COM
FOR VIP BOTTLE SERVICE PLEASE EMAIL:
STELLA@TEMPLESF.COM

PO.ST/TEMPLERSVP 

FRI 5.9 SAT 5.10

 THU 5.15

BOOGALOO
BOUNCE
VOL. 2

 TURN IN TURN UP 
 W/ JOHNNY 5

TEMPLE SATURDAYS
W/ DAVID 
PUENTEZ

LIFE
W/ STEVE 
SMOOTH

SAT 5.24 EVERY TUESDAY

EVERY SUNDAY

FULL BAR 7 DAYS • Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON

KITCHEN OPEN DAILY • SuNDAY bruNCH (11AM-3PM)

theeparkside.com
1600 17th Street • 415-252-1330

SATurDAY, MAY 10TH • 9PM • $10/$12
SLEEP GENIuS PrESENTS:

Ringo DeathstaRR
BaD news

Chasms
neveR Knows

CRy
SuNDAY, MAY 11TH • 4PM • frEE

OrIGINAL fAMOuS TwANG SuNDAYS
the Blue swamis

SuNDAY, MAY 11TH • 8PM • $12
ZeRo Boys

neighBoRhooD BRats
gReat apes

self-infliCteD wounDs
TuESDAY, MAY 13TH • 8PM • $15

holly golightly anD the BRoKeoffs
uKe-hunt (7” Release)

the CRux
uPCOMING SHOwS:

5/15  -     bETwEEN YOur TEETH, ION HIGH, MOONbELL
5/16  -     SAINT VITuS, SONS Of HuNS, buffALO TOOTH
5/17  -     PETEr AND THE TEST TubE bAbIES, THE GENErATOrS, 
        CuSTOM fIT
5/18  -    Original FamOus Twang sundays - 
        HIbbITY DIbbITY
5/21  -    THEIr/THEY’rE/THErE, CrEATIVE ADuLT, 
        THE DOwN HOuSE

Second Act Marketplace & Events: Kate Targan, 
7:30pm, $15.
Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church: Brocelïande, 
7:30pm, $15-$20.

BLUES
Biscuits and Blues: Paula Harris, 7:30 & 10pm, 
$22.
Plough & Stars: Charles Wheal, 9pm
Saloon: Dave Workman, 4pm; Delta Wires, 9:30pm
Yoshi’s San Francisco: George Clinton & Parliament 
Funkadelic, 8 & 10pm, $44.

SUNDAY 11
ROCK
Amnesia: Swoon, Gigantis, BullyWest, 9pm, 
$7-$10.
DNA Lounge: Blessthefall, Silverstein, The Amity 
Affliction, Secrets, Heartist, 6:30pm, $16-$19.
El Rio: EU’s Arse, Wild Mohicans, Permanent 
Ruin, The New Flesh, 9pm, $8.
Make-Out Room: Wild Eyes, Mount Salem, Older 
Sun, 7:30pm, $7.
Thee Parkside: Zero Boys, Neighborhood Brats, 
Great Apes, Self-Inflicted Wounds, 8pm, $10.

DANCE
BeatBox: “Communion,” w/ DJ Corey Craig, $10.
Beaux:  “Full of Grace: A Weekly House Music 
Playground,” 9pm, free.
Cellar: “Replay Sundays,” 9pm, free.
Edge: “’80s at 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8pm
Elbo Room: “Dub Mission,” w/ Peter Lionheart 
& Luv Fyah, DJ Sep, Maneesh the Twister, 9pm, 
$6.
EndUp: “Sundaze,” 1pm, free before 3 p.m; “The 
Rhythm Room,” 8pm
Knockout: “Sweater Funk,” 10pm, free.
Lookout: “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8pm, $2.
MatrixFillmore: “Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10pm
Parlor: “Sunday Sessions,” w/ DJ Marc deVas-
concelos, 9pm, free.
Q Bar: “Gigante,” 8pm, free.
Stud: “Let’s Go Heavy,” w/ DJs Sergio Fedasz, 
Steve Fabus, and Bus Station John, 9pm, $5.
Temple: “Sunset Arcade,” 9pm, $10.

ACOUSTIC
Bazaar Cafe: Ukuladies & Gentleman, 6pm
Chapel: The Deep Dark Woods, Frontier Ruckus, 
8pm, $12-$15.
Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6pm
Lucky Horseshoe: Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 
4pm, free; The Bernal Hillbillies, 8pm
Madrone Art Bar: Spike’s Mic Night, 4-8pm, free.

MONDAY 12
ROCK
Knockout: Ancient Wing, Pink Pile, Power Altar, 9pm, $5.
Make-Out Room: Cocktails, Tiaras, Emotional, DJ 
Jackie Sugarlumps, 8pm

DANCE
DNA Lounge: “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party 
with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 
9:30pm, $3-$5.
Q Bar: “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 
9pm, free.
Underground SF: “Vienetta Discotheque,” w/ DJs 
Stanley Frank and Robert Jeffrey, 10pm, free.

ACOUSTIC
Amnesia: The Pick Bluegrass Jam, 6pm, free; Toshio 
Hirano, 9pm, free.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1 Thomas Dybdahl, 8pm, 
$10-$12.
Fiddler’s Green: Terry Savastano, 9:30pm, free.
Saloon: Peter Lindman, 4pm

TUESDAY 13
ROCK
Bottom of the Hill:  Beast Fiend, The Atom Age, 
Raised by Zebras, 9pm, $8.
DNA Lounge: Skid Row, Black Star Riders, State Line 
Empire, 8pm, $25-$30.
Hemlock Tavern: Wag, Curtin, Sea Knight, 8:30pm, $6.
Hotel Utah: Gotaway Girl, Hopi Astronaut, Scarlett 
Rabe, 8pm, $8-$10.
Knockout: The Spyrals, Is/Is, Union Pacific, DJ 
Pariah Carey, 9:30pm, $7.

DANCE
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, 
Myles Cooper, & guests, 10pm, $2.
Harlot: “Tutu Tuesday: 6-Year Anniverary,” w/ DJ 
Atish, 8pm, $10 ($2 in a tutu before 11pm).
Monarch: “Soundpieces,” 10pm, free-$10.
Q Bar: “Switch,” DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9pm, $3.
Underground SF: “Shelter,” 10pm, free.

ACOUSTIC
Amnesia: B. Hamilton, Cave Clove, Robert Shelton & 
Carly Bond, 9pm, $8-$10.
Bazaar Cafe: Shannon Bryant, 7pm
Chapel: Rusty Stringfield, 8pm, free.
Plough & Stars: Seisiún with Barry O’Connell & 
Vinnie Cronin, 9pm
Thee Parkside: Holly Golightly & The Brokeoffs, Uke-
Hunt, The Crux, 8pm, $15. 2
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costumes make-up
accessories

...and more!
wigs

BAY to BREAKERS

Bread and Butter!
is our

costumesonhaight.com
735 Haight St.

(415) 621-1356

375 ELEVENTH ST.
415-626-1409

ADVANCE TIX @
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM

THURSDAY MAY 8 
RISE RECORDS & FRIENDS TOUR:
NIGHTMARES / PVRIS / ALIVE LIKE ME
FRI DAY  MAY 9 
GHOST BOX ORCHESTRA, 
DEAD GURUS, THE SPIRAL 
ELECTRIC, THE PHARAOHS
SUN DAY  MAY 11
BLESSTHEFALL & SILVERSTEIN 
THE AMITY AFFLICTION,
SECRETS, HEARTIST
TUES DAY  MAY 13 
SKID ROW & BLACK 
STAR RIDERS 
W/ STATE LINE EMPIRE, THE
DEVIL IN CALIFORNIA
WED NESDAY  MAY 14 
PRIMAL FEAR 
W ZOMBIE HOLOCAUST, 
HYSTERIA, ARCHEA
FRI DAY  MAY 16 
THE DOLLYROTS 
W. THE SHANGHAIS, 
MARK NELSON BAND 
FRI DAY  MAY 16 
HED PE & SOIL 
W/ DIME RUNNER, SHORT FUSE
THURS DAY  MAY 22
DEVILDRIVER & 
WHITE CHAPEL 
W. SPECIAL GUESTS
FRI DAY  MAY 23
PARALLELS 
W/ BREAKDOWN VALENTINE, THE TRIMS
FRI DAY  MAY 30 
THE BEAUTIFUL BUZZZ & THE 
MOST DEFINITELY PRESENTS: 
THE GREEN ROOM 
W/ ROBERT DELONG & PENGUIN 
PRISON (LIVE / DJ SET)

ALL SHOWS ALL AGES

E V E R Y T U E S D A Y 2 F O R 1 W I T H T H I S A D
EVERY SUNDAY!  S F COMEDY S HOWCASE
“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!”–DAVE CHAPPELLE

PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM  • FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF • TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF
444 BATTERY STREET • 18 & OVER • 2 DRINK MINIMUM • ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE • 415-397-7573

SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY!

Newspaper: GUARDIAN

publish Date: 5/7/2014

art Due: 5/2

CoNteNt: pUNch/cobb’s

size: 1/10 pAGe (1.89 X 5.42 ”)

art proDuCtioN: sAchA pfeIfeR (720) 239-3411

ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum • 18 & older with valid ID
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO • SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320

Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St.
WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM

Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject
to change without notice. All tickets are subject to

applicable service charges. Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office.  

follow
us on

twitter
and

facebook!

FRIDAY 5/9 - SATURDAY 5/10
As seen on ConAn!
DARRYL LENOX
Conor KelliCutt, Chris Burns

FRIDAY 5/9 - SATURDAY 5/10
THE SKLAR 
BROTHERS

From The Sklarbro Podcast!
THURSDAY 5/15 - SATURDAY 5/17
STEvE LEmmE & 

KEvIn HEFFERnAn
From Super Troopers and Beerfest!

FRIDAY 5/30 - SUnDAY 6/1
CHARLIE mURpHY’S 

ACID TRIp
From Chappelle’s Show!

TUESDAY 5/13
From e!’s ChelseA lAtely!
HEY GuRL!

WitH NicO SANtOS

WEDNESDAY 5/7
Keith loWell Jensen Presents:

SESSiON: A JAzz AND cOmEDY JAm

WEDNESDAY 5/21 - SATURDAY 5/24
From Comedy CentrAl And ConAn!

RObERt HAWkiNS
lArry “BuBBles” BroWn, GreG edWArds

WEDNESDAY 5/14 - SATURDAY 5/17
From ChelseA lAtely And Comedy CentrAl!
mO mANDEL
niCo sAntos, Colleen WAtson

THURSDAY 5/8
SLAnTED COmEDY

THURSDAY 5/22 - SATURDAY 5/25
YAnnIS pAppAS

As seen as Maurica on Youtube!

By RoBeRt AvilA
arts@sfbg.com

THEATER In the 1940s and ’50s, 
Sophiatown was a poor and rough 
but exceptionally vibrant black sub-
urb of Johannesburg. Its destruction 
under apartheid, which entailed 
the forced removal of residents in 
1955, remains a painful emblem of 
South Africa’s racist system. It also 
forms the suggestive backdrop to 
a small domestic tale of infidelity 
in Théâtre des Bouffes du Nord’s 
touring production of The Suit — 
directed and co-adapted from the 
famous Can Themba short story by 
legendary maestro Peter Brook, and 
now making its Bay Area debut at 
American Conservatory Theater — 
which turns the personal lives of 
its protagonists into an existential 
rumination and a subtle but reso-
nant political allegory.

But in Brook’s hands — and 
those of his principal collaborators, 
translator and co-adaptor Marie-
Hélène Estienne and composer 
Franck Krawczyk, working with 
the stage adaptation by Mothobi 
Mutloatse and Barney Simon — the 
story and its themes are inseparable 
from a pure theatrical experience. 
With a few choice properties, a fine 
trio of actors, a smattering of evoca-
tive songs, and three protean musi-
cians (who add a rich soundscape to 
the proceedings as well as good-na-
turedly people scenes when neces-
sary), The Suit unfolds as a decep-
tively simple, wistful, and whimsical 
communion with its audience, a 
shared space for dreaming the world 
as it really is and as it might be.

To this end, the stage comes 
dressed with little more than a 
handful of brightly colored wooden 
chairs and a couple of empty rolling 
coat racks, the latter serving vari-
ously as closet, wall, entry way, or 
bus shelter. Each of the three actors 
helps to narrate the story, which 
centers on Philomen (played by the 
impressive Ugandan-born London-
based actor Ivanno Jeremiah) and 
his beautiful young wife, Matilda 
(radiant South African actor and 
singer Nonhlanhla Kheswa).

The third actor (charismatic 
New York actor Jordan Barbour) 

acts as principal narrator, describ-
ing early 1950s Sophiatown as the 
setting for the story, while also win-
ningly playing Philomen’s best friend 
and other incidental parts. The three 
musicians (guitarist Arthur Astier, 
pianist Mark Christine, and trumpet 
player Mark Kavuma) meanwhile 
engage with the action in various 
ways, as accompanists, as fellow play-
ers, and silent witnesses.

Philomen, deeply in love with 
Matilda, is devastated when, en 
route to work one day, he learns 
from his friend that she may be hav-
ing an affair. He heads home instead 
and discovers her in bed with a 
young man who promptly runs out 
of the house, leaving behind his 
suit. He decides the suit will be the 
basis of Matilda’s punishment. She 
will have to care for it as an honored 
guest in their house, to the point of 
feeding it meals and taking it along 

for the couple’s 
strolls 

around 
the 

neighborhood. This humiliation 
takes a heavy toll on Matilda, 
but she is powerless to change 
Philomen’s mind on the matter. For 
his part, he acknowledges that he 
has lost his former self, that some 
“mechanism” that was his life has 
broken down and now functions 
perversely. It is finally his best 
friend who, in a quietly poignant 
moment of contact, convinces him 
to forgive and forget, but by then it 
is too late.

The domestic world and its 
promise of bliss are thus distorted 
and starved, and come to resemble 
instead something more like a cage, 
while mirroring a larger system of 
oppression outside — especially as 
news comes of the forced relocation 
of Sophiatown’s residents and the 
resistance movement it sparks.

But in its deft, joyful staging 
and gorgeous musicality, the pro-
duction never lets go of the sense of 
what is being denied, namely a pro-
found harmony and a depth of feel-
ing, making their loss in the story 
all the more affecting. Moreover, 
the music itself (mingling tradi-
tional African songs with one by 
Nina Simone, as well as a raw and 

stirring rendition of Abel 
Meeropol’s “Strange 

Fruit”) reveals a 
consonance with 
histories, legacies, 
and unsung stories 
much closer to 
home. 2

the Suit

Through May 18, 
$20-$120

ACT’s Geary 
Theater

415 Geary, SF

www.act-sf.org

NoNhlANhlA 
KheSwA iN 

The SuiT
photo 

by john 

persson

Dress with less
Peter Brook’s spare but resonant ‘The Suit’ takes its Bay Area bow
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The art of transformation

ASIAN ART MUSEUM   THROUGH MAY 25
www.asianart.org/yoga
#ArtofYoga

Yoga: The Art of Transformation is the world’s first 
major art exhibition about yoga. It explores yoga’s 
fascinating history and its transformation into a global 
phenomenon with millions of practitioners. Highlights 
include stunning masterpieces of Indian sculpture and 
painting; pages from the first illustrated book of yoga 
postures (asanas); and a Thomas Edison film, Hindoo 
Fakir (1902), the first American movie ever produced 
about India.

See it for just $10 on Thursday nights when we’re 
open until 9 pm. Enjoy the exhibition and the museum 
in all its evening beauty, and that’s not all—usually 
there are programs ranging from expert talks to events 
with local artists, DJ music, and more.

ASIAN ART MUSEUM
Chong-Moon Lee Center
for Asian Art & Culture

200 Larkin Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
415.581.3500
www.asianart.org

Yoga: The Art of Transformation was organized by the Arthur M. Sackler 
Gallery, Smithsonian Institution with support from the Friends of the Freer and 
Sackler Galleries, the Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne and the Ebrahimi Family 
Foundation. Presentation at the Asian Art Museum is made possible with the 
generous support of Helen and Rajnikant Desai, The Bernard Osher Foundation, 
E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation, Kumar and Vijaya Malavalli, 
Society for Asian Art, and Walter & Elise Haas Fund. Image: Three aspects of 
the Absolute (detail), page 1 from a manuscript of the Nath Charit, 1823, by 
Bulaki (Indian, active early 1800s). India; Rajasthan state, former kingdom of 
Marwar, Jodhpur. Opaque watercolor, gold, and tin alloy on paper. Courtesy of 
the Mehrangarh Museum Trust, RJS 2399.

Media sponsors:

FINAL WEEKS
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FINAL WEEKS
Smuin 

Ballet 

marks 20 

years with its 

XXCENTRICS 

Spring Dance 

Series

By Rita Felciano
arts@sfbg.com

DANCE With world premieres 
by Amy Seiwert and Val 
Caniparoli, and the late 
Michael Smuin’s affec-
tionate tribute to George 
Gershwin, Smuin Ballet 
closed its 20th anniversary season with fine choreogra-
phy, good music, excellent performances, and, most of all, 
an intelligent perspective of what ballet in the 21st cen-
tury has to offer. Today Smuin is a thoroughly contempo-
rary troupe with a promising vision of what it wants to be.

Caniparoli set his full ensemble piece, Tutto Eccetto il 
Lavandino (everything but the kitchen sink), to a number of 
Vivaldi scores, including at least one for pipe organ. The 
work is accurately named. The emotional range slithered 
between goofy and poignant, refined and raucous. At 
times, the attempts to be clever and amusing at all costs 
could have been a little more restrained. But as a whole, 
the variety of approaches Caniparoli took made for an 
appealing new work.

Still a character dancer with the San Francisco Ballet 
despite his 30 years of experience choreographing all over 
the country, Caniparoli created a lively, unpretentious 
romp for 16 dancers, balancing smaller, more emotional-
ly-flavored sections with full ensemble numbers. Unlike 
other contemporary ballet choreographers, who seem to 
feel that the toe shoe is hopelessly passé, Caniparoli put 
his women on point. They were completely at ease engag-
ing in his more complex approach to working feet.

Some of the gestural language — stepping through 
a ring created by arms, crawling between legs, covering 
ears, torso shakes, flailing arms — looked like movie 
silliness, but mostly still charmed because everything 
grew so clearly out of the music.

Caniparoli has a nuanced touch with duets and trios. 
He also takes full advantage of today’s athletically trained 
dancers; the women are lifted, slid, and turned over and 
upside down in every way. The ever-shifting relation-
ship between Terez Dean, Aidan DeYoung, and Weston 
Krukow felt congenial. More romantic was the duet for 
the long-limbed and beautifully matched Jane Rehm and 
Joshua Reynolds. Another, for Ben Needham-Wood and 
Christian Squires, initially seemed contentious, but ended 
by looking toward a possibly common future.

Seiwert’s But Now I Must Rest is an exquisite and 
embracing tribute to the late Cape Verde singer Cesária 
Évora. It is a work in which Seiwert takes a more theatrical 
dramatic approach to dance making than usual. But Now is 
a beautifully realized piece of choreography, performed by 
dancers in tune with Seiwert’s vision. It showcases the very 

fine Susan Roemer, one of 
Smuin’s longtime dancers, in 

the role of the “barefoot diva” 
who, by choosing to perform 

without shoes, paid tribute 
to the millions of women 

who cannot afford 
them. The solicitous 

Reynolds partnered 
her sometimes lov-
ingly, sometimes 
just by holding her 
up. He seemed a 
friend, a lover, a 

guide.
Using as raw 

material gestures 
and movements from 
Évora’s performances 

— researched with the 
help of dancer Katherine 

Wells — Seiwert created 
wave after wave of lush and 

sensuous dancing that flooded the 
stage. Sometimes it enveloped Roemer and 
Reynolds; sometimes it served as a foil, much 

the way backup musicians might function; and 
sometimes the dancers embraced each other as a 

community. And everything was performed to 
those lilting beats and rocking rhythms.

A lightly skipping trio (Dean, Jonathan Dummar 
and Krukow) streaking across the stage suggested happi-
er times, but Christian Squires’ ashen solo dragged him 
down with grief. It was a risk to actually have him weep, 
but he brought it off.

The production values were excellent. Sandra 
Woodall’s earth-toned costumes, with bustiers for the 
women and, for everyone, floor-length skirts with slits 
to the hip, allowed for freedom of movement and high-
lighted working legs. Brian Jones’ azure lighting suggest-
ed a view one might glimpse, gazing out from an island.

The excerpts from Smuin’s full-evening Dancin’ with 
Gershwin threw a spotlight on a man of the theater, at 
home in ballet but also in love with Broadway. When 
he created the work in 2001, Smuin commissioned the 
still impressive costumes from the excellent Willa Kim; 
lighting from Sara Linnie Slocum; and serviceable sets 
by Rick Goodwin. Dancin’ opened with video posters 
from the shows by the redoubtable Gershwins; they elic-
ited both sighs and cheers from the audience.

It’s a rare company that offers its performers oppor-
tunities in ballroom, ballet, tap, jazz, modern, and show 
dancing. Smuin’s troupe took to the challenge with 
obvious glee. Erin Yarbrough swooned and triumphed 
with Krukow. Supported by guys with strippers’ fans, 
Erica Felsch relished being the vamp, though she was 
no competition to Marilyn Monroe. A poignant Rehm’s 
pained but resilient “Summertime,” as sung by Peter 
Gabriel, recalled the whole of the composer’s glorious 
Porgy and Bess. With Shannon Hurlbut, still a respectable 
tapper, at the helm, the dancers click-clacked through 
the final “Shall We Dance.” If that was a question, the 
answer was a resounding “Yes!” 2

XXcentRicS SPRinG Dance SeRieS

Wed/7-Sat/10, 8pm (also Sat/10, 2pm); Sun/11, 2pm, $24-$64

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

700 Howard, SF

smuinballet.org/xxcentric

Performances continue through June 7  
at various Northern California venues.

aRtS + cultuRe Dance

Take to the sky
Ben neeDham-WooD anD eRin yaRBRouGh in  
Dancin’ With GershWin        photo by Keith sutteR



Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues to 
confirm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita Felciano, 
and Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items for the listings 
at listings@sfbg.com. For complete stage listings, 
see www.sfbg.com.

THEATER
opEning
Chasing Mehserle Intersection for the Arts, 925 
Mission, SF; chasingmehserle.brownpapertickets.
com. $25. Opens Thu/8, 8pm. Runs Thu-Sun 
and Mon/12, 8pm. Through May 24. Also May 
29-31, 8pm, $15-25, Z Space, 450 Florida, SF; 
www.zspace.org. Intersection for the Arts, Campo 
Santo, and the Living Word Project present Chinaka 
Hodge’s performance piece about Oakland in the 
aftermath of the Oscar Grant killing.
Lovebirds Marsh San Francisco Studio, 1062 
Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $20-100. Opens 
Sat/10, 8:30pm. Runs Fri, 8pm; Sat, 8:30pm. 
Through May 31. Award-winning solo theater artist 
Marga Gomez brings her hit comedy back for a limit-
ed run before taking it to New York in June.
Bay area
The Color Purple Hillbarn Theatre, 1285 East 
Hillsdale, Foster City; www.hillbarntheatre.org. 
$23-38. Previews Thu/8, 8pm. Opens Fri/9, 8pm. 
Runs Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through June 1. 
Hillbarn Theatre closes its 73rd season with the 
musical adaptation of Alice Walker’s classic novel.

ongoing
Communiqué N®10 Exit on Taylor, 277 Taylor, SF; 
www.cuttingball.com. $10-50. Thu, 7:30; Fri-Sat, 
8pm (also Sat, 2pm); Sun, 5pm. Through May 25. 
Cutting Ball Theater closes its 15th season with 
the American premiere of Samuel Gallet’s drama 
inspired by recent racial tensions in France.
“DIVafest” Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, SF; www.
divafest.info. Prices and showtimes vary. Through 
May 24. This 13th annual festival celebrates the 
work of women artists, with performances including 
the premiere of Rat Girl (adapted from the mem-
oir by rocker Kristin Hersh), Margery Fairchild’s 
ballet comedy The Pas De Quatre, a reading by 
acclaimed poet Diane di Prima, and more.
Dracula Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, SF; sfdracu-
la.blogspot.com. $35. Thu-Sat, 8pm. Through May 
31. Kellerson Productions presents a new adapta-
tion of the Bram Stoker classic.
Du Barry Was a Lady Eureka Theatre, 215 
Jackson, SF; www.42ndstmoon.org. $25-75. Wed-
Thu, 7pm; Fri, 8pm; Sat, 6pm (also Sat/10 and May 
17, 1pm); Sun, 3pm. Through May 18. 42nd Street 
Moon presents Cole Porter’s saucy musical comedy, 
with comedian and writer Bruce Vilanch starring.
e-i-e-i-Oy! In Bed with the Farmer’s Daughter 
NOHSpace, 2840 Mariposa, SF; www.vivienstraus.
com. $20. Fri/9-Sat/10, 8pm. Vivien Straus per-
forms her autobiographical solo show.
Feisty Old Jew Marsh San Francisco Main Stage, 
1062 Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $25-100. 
Sat, 8pm; Sun, 7pm. Starting May 17, performance 
schedule changes to Sat-Sun, 5pm. 
Extended through July 13. Charlie 
Varon performs his latest solo show, a 
fictional comedy about “a 20th century 
man living in a 21st century city.”
Pearls Over Shanghai Hypnodrome 
Theatre, 575 10th St, SF; www.thrillped-
dlers.com. $30-35. Thu-Sat, 8pm. Through 
May 31. Five years ago, Thrillpeddlers breathed 
new life into a glitter-dusted piece of Sixties flot-
sam, beautifully reimagining the Cockettes’ raun-
chy mock-operetta Pearls Over Shanghai (in 
collaboration with several surviving members of 
San Francisco’s storied acid-drag troupe) and 
running it for a whopping 22 months. Written 
by Cockette Link Martin as a carefree inter-
pretation of a 1926 Broadway play, the baldly 
stereotyped Shanghai Gesture, it was the 
perfectly lurid vehicle for irreverence in all 
directions. It’s back in this revival, once again 
helmed by artistic director Russell Blackwood 
with musical direction by Cockette and local 
favorite Scrumbly Koldewyn. But despite the 
frisson of featuring some original-original cast 
members — including “Sweet Pam” Tent (who 
with Koldewyn also contributes some new 
dialogue) and Rumi Missabu (regally reprising 
the role of Madam Gin Sling) — there’s less 
fire the second time around as the production 
straddles the line between carefully slick and 
appropriately sloppy. Nevertheless, there are 
some fine musical numbers and moments 
throughout. Among these, Zelda Koznofsky, 

Birdie-Bob Watt, and Jesse Cortez consistently hit 
high notes as the singing Andrews Sisters-like trio of 
Americans thrown into white slavery; Bonni Suval’s 
Lottie Wu is a fierce vixen; and Noah Haydon (as the 
sultry Petrushka) is a class act. Koldewyn’s musical 
direction and piano accompaniment, meanwhile, 
provide strong and sure momentum as well as exqui-
site atmosphere. (Avila)
romeo and Juliet Phoenix Theatre, 414 Mason, Ste 
601, SF; www.eventbrite.com. $20. Thu-Sat, 8pm; 
Sun/11 and May 24, 3pm. Through May 24. Ninjaz 
of Drama performs Shakespeare’s tragic romance.
Seminar San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
Second Flr, SF; www.sfplayhouse.org. $20-100. 
Tue-Thu, 7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 3pm); May 
18 and June 1 and 8, 2pm. Through June 14. San 
Francisco Playhouse performs Theresa Rebeck’s 
biting comedy.
Shit & Champagne Rebel, 1772 Market, SF; 
shitandchampagne.eventbrite.com. $25. Fri-Sat, 
8pm. Open-ended. D’Arcy Drollinger is Champagne 
White, bodacious blond innocent with a wicked left 
hook in this cross-dressing ’70s-style white-sploi-
tation flick, played out live on Rebel’s intimate but 
action-packed barroom stage. Written by Drollinger 
and co-directed with Laurie Bushman, this high-oc-
tane camp send-up of a favored formula comes 
dependably stocked with stock characters and 
delightfully protracted by a convoluted plot — all of 
it played to the hilt by an excellent cast. (Avila)
Sleeping Cutie: a Fractured Fairy Tale Musical 
Thick House, 1695 18th St, SF; sleepingcutiemusical.
tix.com. $30-40. Thu/8-Sat/10, 8pm; Sun/11, 2pm. 
Off a Cliff Productions and PlayGround present Diane 
Sampson and Doug Katsaros’ world-premiere musical.
The Speakeasy Undisclosed location (ticket buyers 
receive a text with directions), SF; www.thespeak-
easysf.com. $70 (gambling chips, $5-10 extra; 
after-hours admission, $10). Thu-Sat, 7:40, 7:50, 
and 8pm admittance times. Extended through May 
24. Boxcar Theater’s most ambitious project to date 
is also one of the more involved and impressively 
orchestrated theatrical experiences on any Bay 
Area stage just now. An immersive time-tripping 
environmental work, The Speakeasy takes place 
in an “undisclosed location” (in fact, a wonderfully 
redesigned version of the company’s Hyde Street 
theater complex) amid a period-specific cocktail 
lounge, cabaret, and gambling den inhabited by 
dozens of Prohibition-era characters and scenarios 
that unfold around an audience ultimately invited to 
wander around at will. At one level, this is an invita-
tion to pure dress-up social entertainment. But there 
are artistic aims here too. Intentionally designed (by 
co-director and creator Nick A. Olivero with co-direc-
tor Peter Ruocco) as a fractured super-narrative — in 
which audiences perceive snatches of overheard 
stories rather than complete arcs, and can follow 
those of their own choosing — there’s a way the piece 
becomes specifically and ever more subtly about 
time itself. This is most pointedly demonstrated in 
the opening vignettes in the cocktail lounge, where 
even the ticking of Joe’s Clock Shop (the “cover” 
storefront for the illicit 1920s den inside) can be 
heard underscoring conversations (deeply ironic in 
historical hindsight) about war, loss, and regained 
hope for the future. For a San Francisco currently 

gripped by a kind of historical double-re-
currence of the roaring Twenties 

and dire Thirties at once, The 
Speakeasy is not a 
bad place to sit 
and ponder 
the simulacra 
of our elusive 

moment. 
(Avila)

The Suit ACT’s Geary Theater, 415 Geary, SF; 
www.act-sf.org. $20-120. Wed-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 
Wed/7, and May 14, 2pm); Sun, 2pm (May 18, show 
at 1pm); Tue, 7pm (Tue/13, show at 8pm). Through 
May 18. ACT performs Peter Brook, Marie Hélène 
Estienne, and Franck Krawcyzk’s music-infused 
drama about betrayal and resentment adapted from 
the short story by South African author Can Themba.
Tipped & Tipsy Marsh Studio Theater, 1062 
Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $20-50. Sat, 5pm; 
Sun, 7pm. Extended through May 17. Last fall’s San 
Francisco Fringe Festival began on a high note with 
Jill Vice’s witty and deft solo, Tipped & Tipsy, and 
the Best of Fringe winner is now enjoying another 
round at solo theater outpost the Marsh. Without 
set or costume changes, Vice (who developed the 
piece with Dave Dennison and David Ford) brings the 
querulous regulars of a skid-row bar to life both vividly 
and with real quasi-Depression-Era charm. She’s a 
protean physical performer, seamlessly inhabiting 
the series of oddball outcasts lined up each day at 
Happy’s before bartender Candy — two names as 
loaded as the clientele. After some hilarious expert 
summarizing of the dos and don’ts of bar culture, a 
story unfolds around a battered former boxer and his 
avuncular relationship with Candy, who tries to cut 
him off in light of his clearly deteriorating health. Her 
stance causes much consternation, and even fear, 
in his barfly associates, while provoking a dangerous 
showdown with the bar’s self-aggrandizing sleazeball 
owner, Rico. With a love of the underdog and strong 
writing and acting at its core, Tipsy breezes by, leav-
ing a superlative buzz. (Avila)
“Des Voix: Found in Translation Biennial 
2014” Various venues, SF; www.desvoixfestival.
com. Prices vary. Through May 25. In addition to 
Communiqué N®10 (listed above), this festival 
of contemporary French playwrights and cinema 
includes four new play translations, a “New Play 
Nightclub,” film screenings, and more. Presented 
by Playwrights Foundation, Tides Theatre, Cutting 
Ball Theater, French International School, and the 
French Consulate of San Francisco.
Waxing West Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St, 
SF; www.brava.org. $20. Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 3pm. 
Through May 18. Brava! For Women in the Arts and 
RasaNova Theater present the West Coast premiere 
of Saviana Stanescu’s tale of a Romanian mail-order 
bride haunted by her country’s past.
Bay area
Fences Marin Theatre Company, 397 Miller, Mill 
Valley; www.marintheatre.org. $37-58. Wed/7, 
7:30pm; Thu/8-Sat/10, 8pm (also Sat/10, 2pm); 
Sun/11, 2 and 7pm. Marin Theatre Company per-
forms August Wilson’s Pulitzer- and Tony-winning 
drama, with an all-star cast of Bay Area talent: Carl 
Lumbly, Steven Anthony Jones, and Margo Hall.
Geezer Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berk; www.the-
marsh.org. $25-50. New show schedule: Wed, 8pm; 
Sat, 3pm. Extended through May 24. Geoff Hoyle 
moves his hit comedy about aging to the East Bay.
The Letters Harry’s UpStage, Aurora Theatre 
Company, 2081 Addison, Berk; www.aurorathe-
atre.org. $28-32. Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. 
Through June 1. Aurora Theatre Company showcas-
es its new second-stage performance space with 
John W. Lowell’s suspenseful thriller.
Mutt: Let’s all Talk about race La Val’s 
Subterranean, 1834 Euclid, Berk; www.impact-
theatre.com. $10-20. Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 7pm. 
Through June 8. Impact Theatre and Ferocious 

Lotus Theatre Company present the world pre-
miere of Christopher Chen’s political satire.
Nantucket Marsh Berkeley MainStage, 
2120 Allston, Berk; www.themarsh.org. 
$25-100 (all tickets include a picnic din-
ner). Thu and Sat, 7pm. Through June 14. 

Acclaimed solo performer Mark Kenward 
presents his “haunting yet hilarious” autobi-

ographical show about growing up on Nantucket.
Not a Genuine Black Man Osher Studio, 2055 
Center, Berk; www.berkeleyrep.org. $30-45. 
Wed, 7pm (no shows May 14, 21, or 28); Thu-

Sat, 8pm (no shows Fri/9-Sat/10). Through 
May 31. Brian Copeland brings his acclaimed, 
long-running solo show to Berkeley Rep for a 
10th anniversary limited run.
Tribes Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Roda 
Theatre, 2015 Addison, Berk; www.berkeleyrep.
org. $29-99. Tue and Thu-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 
2pm); Wed and Sun, 7pm (also Sun, 2pm; no 
2pm show May 18). Through May 18. Berkeley 
Rep performs Nina Raine’s family drama about a 
young deaf man who comes of age.
Wittenberg Aurora Theatre, 2081 Addison, 
Berk; www.auroratheatre.org. $32-60. Wed/7-
Sat/10, 8pm; Sun/11, 2 and 7pm. Aurora 
Theatre Company performs David Davalos’ 
comedy about reason versus faith.  2
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WED. 5/7 - FREE IN CHAPEL BAR - DOORS 7
DZ TRIO

FRI. 5/9 - $18 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
AN EVENING WITH

NELS CLINE SINGERS
SAT. 5/10 - $12 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9

(((f(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 
JACCO GARDNER

LIGHT FANTASTIC / DANTE ELEPHANTE
SUN. 5/11 - $12 ADV / $15 DOOR - DOORS 7, SHOW 8

(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 
THE DEEP DARK WOODS

FRONTIER RUCKUS
TTUE. 5/13 - FREE IN CHAPEL BAR - DOORS 7

RUSTY STRINGFIELD
WED. 5/14 - $60 - DOORS 7, SHOW 8

BLUE BEAR SCHOOL OF MUSIC BENEFIT
JACKIE GREENE

BLUE BEAR YOUTH BANDS
THU. 5/15 - $12 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9

CCOOL GHOULS 
MR. ELEVATOR & THE BRAIN HOTEL / MANE

FRI. 5/16 - $15 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
GO BY OCEAN

SAN GERONIMO / FRED TORPHY
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SATURDAY 
NIGHT FEVER

 
Where the phenomenon began!
Friday - May 9 - 8pm  -35mm Print -Newsreel  

-Cartoon -Previews -Dec-O-Win Raffle -Wurlitzer Organ
ticketmaster.com - 800-745-3000 - Paramount Box Office

PG rated 
version

2025 Broadway, Oakland  -  510-465-6400  -  Take BART to 19th Street

WALTDISNEY.ORG
104 Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94129

Explore the exuberant charm of Mary Blair, one of Walt Disney’s most  
inventive and influential designers and art directors. Blair’s joyful 
creativity, her appealing designs, and her energetic color palette  
endure in numerous media, including the classic Disney animated 
films Cinderella, Alice in Wonderland, and Peter Pan, and also in  
the theme park attraction it’s a small world.

Mary Blair, concept artwork for Peter Pan (1953); collection Walt Disney Family Foundation, gift of Ron and Diane Disney Miller; © Disney | MAGIC, COLOR, FLAIR: the world of Mary Blair is organized by The Walt 

Disney Family Museum | © The Walt Disney Family Museum® Disney Enterprises, Inc. | © 2014 The Walt Disney Family Museum, LLC | The Walt Disney Family Museum is not affiliated with Disney Enterprises, Inc.

Listings are compiled by Guardian staff. Submit 
items for the listings at listings@sfbg.com. For 
further information on how to submit items for 
the listings, see Selector.

Wednesday 7
“The Gulf of Guinea Island Expeditions: 
Academy Adventures at the Center of the 
World” California Academy of Sciences, Tusher 
African Hall, 55 Music Concourse Dr, Golden 
Gate Park, SF; www.calacademy.org. 7pm, $10-
12. Cal Academy biologist Robert Drewes dis-
cusses the latest Academy research in Africa’s 
Gulf of Guinea Islands.

thursday 8
Kim Bancroft Mechanics’ Institute, 57 Post, 
SF; www.milibrary.org. 6pm, $15. Bancroft 
presents a performance inspired by her new, 
abridged edition of early 20th century historian 
(and Bancroft’s great-great-grandfather) Hubert 
Howe Bancroft’s Literary Industries: Chasing 
a Vanishing West.
“Bike to Work Day” Citywide, SF; sfbike.org/
btwd. All day, free. Celebrate the 20th anniver-
sary of Bike to Work Day by pedaling to work. 
The SF Bicycle Coalition hosts 26 “Energizer 
Stations,” as well as bike safety classes and 
other related events.
“Frankly Speaking: A Book Party!” Take 5 
Café, 3130 Sacramento, Berk; www.eroplay.
com. 7-9pm, free. A celebration of the life and 
work of performance artist Frank Moore.
“The Secret Lives of Microbes: Amoeba in 
the Room” Koret Auditorium, SF Public Library, 
100 Larkin, SF; www.calacademy.org. 6pm, 
free. Botanist Nicholas P. Money discusses 
microbial biodiversity.

Friday 9
Sophia Amoruso Books Inc., Opera Plaza, 
601 Van Ness, SF; www.booksinc.net. 7-9pm, 
free. The founder and CEO of popular online 
fashion retailer Nasty Gal shares her debut book, 
#GIRLBOSS.

saturday 10
“Fillmore Spring Fling” Check in at Kiehl’s, 
1971 Fillmore, SF; fillmoreparty.eventbrite.
com. 1-5pm, $20. Fillmore Street’s merchants 
(including boutiques like Alexis Bittar, Benefit, 
James Perse, Steven Alan, etc.) combine forces 
for this raffle giving away gift certificates, wine 
tastings, yoga classes, and more.
“I Was a Teenage Zombie Prom” El Rio, 3158 
Mission, SF; www.sfzombiebar.com. 9pm, $10. 
Get gussied up in your finest zombie-prom attire 
(tiaras, pouffy gowns, brrraaaaiiiinnnsss) and 
raise money for AIDS LifeCycle by enjoying per-
formances by Ana PocaLips, Johnny Rockitt, Rita 
Dambook, Florence Frightengale, and others.

“Red Bull Ride + Style” Justin Herman Plaza, 
Embarcadero at Market, SF; redbull.com/riden-
style. 11am-4pm, free. Fifty of the world’s best 
fixed gear racers and freestylers compete in this 
annual battle, a spectator-friendly event which 
also makes use of custom-built, artistically-de-
signed race courses and ramps.
“Valencia Corridor Sidewalk Sale” Valencia 
St, SF; www.valenciastsf.com. All day, free. The 
merchants of Valencia and its adjacent streets 
(826 Valencia, BellJar, Mission Bicycle Company, 
Paxton Gate, etc.) offer deals and specials.
“Writers with Drinks” Make-Out Room, 
3225 22nd St, SF; www.writerswithdrinks.
com. 7:30pm, $5-10. With Bich Minh Nguyen, 
Ariel Gore, David Winter, and Baruch Porras-
Hernandez.

sunday 11
Nike missile site tour Park at Marin Headlands 
Visitors’ Center (meet at missile site gate), 948 
Fort Barry, Sausalito; RSVP required to ragtim-
ing@comcast.net. 11:15am, free. Congregation 
Kol Shofar presents this private tour by a Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area ranger, visiting 
the historic, Cold War-era Nike missile site. All 
ages and nonmembers welcome.

monday 12
“Anarchism: Its Past, Present, and Future” 
Global Exchange, 2017 Mission, SF; (510) 
776-2127. 6:15pm, free. Panel discussion with 
Ramsey Kanaan (AK Press and PM Press), Liz 
Highleyman (journalist and historian), and Joey 
Cain (Bound Together Bookstore, LGBT activist).
“The Story of the Human Body” California 
Academy of Sciences, Tusher African Hall, 55 
Music Concourse Dr, Golden Gate Park, SF; www.
calacademy.org. 7pm, $12-15. Biologist Daniel 
Lieberman discusses the major evolutionary trans-
formations that have shaped the human body.

tuesday 13
“Brown vs. Board of Education at 60: 
Examining Racial Equity in SF in Education” 
California Historical Society, 678 Mission, SF; 
www.californiahistoricalsociety.org. 6-8pm, 
free. San Francisco Human Rights Commission, 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights, USF School 
of Education, and Coleman Advocates present 
this conversation honoring the 60th anniversary 
of the Brown v. Board of Education court decision.
“Litquake’s Epicenter: Kaui Hart Hemmings 
and Michelle Richmond” Hotel Rex, 562 
Sutter, SF; www.litquake.org. 7pm, $5-15. 
Hemmings (The Descendants) discusses her 
latest book, The Possibilities, with Michelle 
Richmond, author of Golden State.
“Odd Salon Presents: Evolve” DNA Lounge, 
375 11th St, SF; www.oddsalon.com. 7pm, 
$15. Speakers Danielle Vincent, Chris Ventor, 
Chris Carrico, and Chris Reeves share stories of 
change and adaptation. 2

arts + culture on the cheap

daredevils like Josh BoothBy (pictured in 2013) catch air at the  
red Bull ride + style Bicycle event in Justin herman plaza sat/10.
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THURS. MAY 8 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV. / $18 DOOR
(((FOLKYEAH!))) PRESENTS

LUMERIANS
ZOMBIE ZOMBIE

MAUS HAUS

FRI. MAY 9 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $19 ADV. / $21 DOOR

LOOP
WHITE FENCE

CARLTON MELTON

MON. & TUES. MAY 12 & 13
DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $38 ADV. / $38 DOOR

AN EVENING WITH

RICHARD THOMPSON — SOLO ACOUSTIC
WED. & THURS. MAY 14 & 15

DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $26 ADV. / $26 DOOR
AN EVENING WITH

FAILURE
FRI. MAY 16 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR

SHELBY ASH PRESENTS BIG ASS HILLBILLY SHOW FEATURING

THE EARL BROTHERS
THE NEW THOREAUS

LONESOME LESTER T. RAWW

TUES. MAY 20 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR

THE GHOST OF A
SABER TOOTH TIGER

(SEAN LENNON &
CHARLOTTE KEMP MUHL)

SYD ARTHUR
WED. MAY 21 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $18 DOOR

HELLOGOODBYE
VACATIONER
HEAVENLY BEAT

WED. MAY 7 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 7:30 • $18 ADV. / $21 DOOR
DEVIL'S DANCE TOUR

CHIODOS
EMAROSA

HANDS LIKE HOUSES•OUR LAST NIGHT

SAT. MAY 10 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV. / $18 DOOR

BLACK PRAIRIE
TIBURONES

TUES. MAY 13 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $25 ADV. / $30 DOOR
BUDS AND SUDS TOUR

BERNER
DEVIN THE DUDE

POTLUCK
COOL NUTZ•J. HORNAY•BLAZE 1

THURS. MAY 15 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $13 ADV. / $13 DOOR

BESO NEGRO
MATT JAFFE &

THE DISTRACTIONS
APRIL & THE PARADIGM

FRI. MAY 16 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $21 ADV. / $21 DOOR

RED FANG
BIG BUSINESS•AMERICAN SHARKS

SAT. MAY 17 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR
AMERICARNIVAL:

A DIRTY AMERICAN ROOTS BARNSTORM

SUPERMULE
THREE TIMES BAD

NAKED BOOTLEGGERS
KELLITA•DIXIE DELISH•KRYSTA COOK

JD LIMELIGHT•SPUNKY BREWSTER

www.slimspresents.com
859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750

www.slimspresents.com
333 11th St. btwn. Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333

Guardian 5/7 -- 1/5 page v (3.95” x 5.42”)

All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim’s at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage.
Dinner tickets with reserved seating available at all shows. Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. thru

Fri. & show nights. ($1 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimspresents.com.
For tickets by fax info. call 415/255-0333 (Slim’s) / 415/885-0750 (GAMH) • Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449.

Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final–no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled ;

TONIGHT!
MOVED FROM
THE CHAPEL

— ALL
ORIGINAL
TICKETS

HONORED

By Dennis Harvey
arts@sfbg.com

FILM A 1779 painting commissioned 
by the First Earl of Mansfield (and 
now owned by the present one) por-
trays two young women near a lake. 
One faces us formally, composedly, 
suggesting the posture held over 
hours of sitting in the (unknown) 
artist’s studio; but the other, whose 
arm she grasps, is tilted forward in 
motion, wears an exotic feathered 
turban and plunging neckline, with 
one hand rakishly cradling a cheek. 
The contrast is all the more striking 
because the former lady is white and 
the latter black, yet the image lacks 
any typical indicator that their rela-
tionship was a master-servant one. 
Indeed, they give every appearance 
of simply being friends.

Without that canvas, history 
might have entirely forgotten Dido 
Elizabeth Belle, who’d been born 
18 years earlier in the West Indies 
to Sir John Lindsay, an admiral of 
the British Navy, and Maria Belle 
— who may have been an African 
slave captured from the Spanish in 
Havana. At some early point Dido 
was deposited in England, to the care 
of Lindsay’s childless aunt and uncle. 
Little is known about the decades 
she spent in their household, during 
which time her father passed away. 
But interestingly, the great-uncle she 
was primarily raised by was also Lord 
Chief Justice at a time when there 
was increasing public pressure for the 
Empire to end its participation in the 
lucrative global slave trade. He even-
tually made court decisions that at 
least began turning the English legal 
tide against that cruel institution.

His life is much better chronicled 
than that of illegitimate ward Dido, 
so in focusing on her experience, the 
new costume drama Belle is by neces-
sity largely an imaginative fiction. 
This handsome piece directed by for-
mer actress Amma Asante and writ-
ten by Misan Sagay offers all the con-
ventional satisfactions of Masterpiece 
Theatre-type cinema, involving as it 
does well-dressed aristocratic intrigue 
in fabulous settings. But while Belle 
is just a thoroughly satisfying rath-
er than truly inspired example of 
the genre, it benefits from having 

more on its mind than romance and 
royalty: Taking place in an almost 
absurdly rarefied, privileged circum-
stance, particularly as compared to 
the institutionalized brutality shown 
in something like 2013’s 12 Years a 
Slave, it nonetheless also makes us 
confront the injustice of rating one 
class of person beneath another.

Entrusted with all naive good 
intentions by dashing, kind Lindsay 
(Matthew Goode) to previously 
unmet relatives after her mother’s 
death, young Dido (Lauren Julien-
Box) suffers the inevitable culture 
shock. But she’s not half as shocked 
as her new minders, who sputter 
“But ... she’s black!” before dad 
promptly sails off again. Nonetheless, 
Lord Mansfield (Tom Willkinson), 
Lady Mansfield (Emily Watson) and 
live-in spinster sibling Lady Murray 
(Penelope Wilton) endeavor to raise 
this child as they would any other 
— like Elizabeth (Cara Jenkins), 
another illegitimate family offspring 
they’ve been stuck with. The two 
girls become inseparable, and so long 
as they stay within the enormous 
estate’s bounds, they are equals.

But once they reach marriageable 
age, their differently disabled social 
statuses become hard to ignore. Both 
are beautiful and well-bred, yes. 
But quiet, intelligent Dido (Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw) is heiress to a fortune, 
one that might tempt suitors even 
as her skin color makes her very 
existence a sordid scandal for some. 
Meanwhile, Elizabeth (Sarah Gadon) 
is blonde, vivacious, and penniless, 
which makes her pretty well useless 
in this milieu where blue blood is 
prized, yet in reality held less valu-
able than cash money. Undesirable 
to their alleged peers, and barred by 
propriety from marrying “beneath” 
them, they seemingly cannot 
marry at all — and what other role 

is left them in this era, besides the 
unhappy spinster-housekeeper one 
Lady Murray endures? Among those 
dangling possible solutions — albeit 
sometimes treacherously — are two 
bachelor sons (James Norton, Harry 
Potter villain Tom Felton) of the icy 
Lady Ashford (Miranda Richardson), 
and a more humbly born legal 
apprentice (Sam Reid) who hopes 
to sway Judge Mansfield toward the 
abolitionist cause.

Belle does indeed sometimes 
commit the sin of forcing post-Civ-
il Rights morality and other very 
modern mindsets on characters who 
would hardly be so advanced in the 
late 1700s. But that seems forgivable 
in this context, given that a movie 
that fully internalized Dido’s per-
ceived racial inferiority would be too 
bleak to provide any of this one’s 
Jane Austen-esque pleasures. (Besides, 
there is some admittedly sketchy evi-
dence that the real Dido was educat-
ed and otherwise treated as an equal 
within her immediate family circle, 
not to mention unthinkingly obeyed 
by their servants.)

There’s a fairy-tale appeal to the 
lovely, deft leads, a familiar satisfy-
ing dastardliness to their foes, and of 
course no end of scene-stealing from 
the support-cast veterans. Unlike a 
movie such as 1999’s Mansfield Park 
or the awful Reese Witherspoon 
Vanity Fair (2004), the weightier 
external historical issues aren’t clum-
sily shoehorned into existing texts. 
Belle gets to address both fancy-dress 
love stuff and the grotesque injustice 
of a “civilized” world built on slavery 
because, in this stranger-than-fiction 
instance, the two are more or less 
evenly relevant. Which makes this a 
guilt-free teacake of its type, one you 
can have and eat, too. 2

BeLLe opens Fri/9 in San Francisco.

Skin deep
Costume drama ‘Belle’ 
takes on race and class  
in 18th century England

fiLm 
Bffs: GuGu mBatHa-
raw anD saraH 
GaDon in Belle
photo courtesy  
of fox searchlight
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By Cheryl eddy
cheryl@sfbg.com

FILM Foodie movies — a perenni-
ally popular genre, thanks to stan-
dard-bearers like 1996’s Big Night and 
1994’s Eat Drink Man Woman — are 
having a particularly heady moment. 
There’s Steve Coogan and Rob 
Brydon’s travelogue The Trip to Italy 
— as full of hilarious impressions as 
it is delectable pasta dishes — which 
screened to appreciative crowds at 
the San Francisco International Film 
Festival; and Jon Favreau’s food-truck 
comedy, Chef, poised to open locally 
May 16 after taking the audience 
award at Tribeca.

Beyond narrative films and 
documentaries (see: 2011’s hugely 
popular Jiro Dreams of Sushi), there’s 
intense interest in celebrity chef 
culture, which has crossed over into 
pop culture with the success of shows 
like Top Chef and Anthony Bourdain: 
Parts Unknown, not to mention gossip 
sites’ breathless reporting on food 
trends (is the cronut craze over yet, 
or what?). In late April, Copenhagen’s 
Noma was named numero uno 
among the San Pellegrino World’s 50 
Best Restaurants, aka “the Oscars of 
fine dining,” per CNN. But no restau-
rant was more lauded in its lifespan 
than Ferran Adrià’s legendary El Bulli, 
which closed in 2011. Naturally, 
someone made a documentary about 
the joint — on Spain’s Costa Brava 
— and now there’s Tasting Menu, an 
ensemble Euro-comedy that takes 
place at “Chakula,” a 30-seat restau-
rant on Spain’s Costa Brava that’s 
about to serve its final meal.

Why is the apparently successful 
Chakula closing? Gorgeous chef Mar 
(Vicenta N’Dongo) isn’t saying, nor 
is she revealing the final menu — 
and neither is director and co-writer 
Roger Gual (2002’s Smoking Room). 
We catch glimpses of artfully plated 

dishes as they’re assembled in the 
kitchen and whisked around the 
seaside dining room (and get one 
descriptor: “Snail caviar”), but this 
ain’t Like Water for Chocolate-level 
cooking porn. Gual is mostly con-
cerned with the diners themselves, all 
of whom are rich, well-connected, or 
lucky enough to have scored the most 
exclusive reservation on the planet. 
Alas, there’s not a truly compelling 
personality among them, though an 
impish widow (Fionnula Flanagan) 
who dines with an urn containing 
her husband’s ashes, and a mysteri-
ously morose man (Stephen Rea) who 
may or may not be a food critic, come 
the closest. (The Spain-set movie was 
mostly filmed in Ireland, hence the 
presence of these Irish stars.)

Elsewhere, there’s estranged cou-
ple Rachel and Marc (Claudia Bassols 
and Jan Cornet, the latter last seen 
undergoing an epic transformation 
in 2011’s The Skin I Live In) whose 
passion is reignited in the presence 
of snail caviar; a nervous maître d’ 
(Andrew Tarbet) charged with over-
seeing the top-secret surprise dessert; 
a pair of grouchy Japanese business-
men who are competing to take over 
the restaurant after Mar steps aside; 
and assorted other stereotypes and 
rivals tossed in to bring tension to 
what’s essentially a pleasant-yet-woe-
fully-unexciting dinner party, filled 
with guests who linger much longer 
than they should. Last-act excite-
ment enters, kinda, when a boat 
sinks just offshore and the assembled 
company rushes to help, but by then 
there’s no saving Tasting Menu, whose 
blandness comes into face-slapping 
focus when Flanagan’s character 
counsels the romantically confused 
Rachel to “just follow your heart” 
and that “there’s nothing more pre-
cious than freedom.” Burrrrp. 2

TASTING MENU opens May 16 in SF.

film

Needs salt
‘Tasting Menu’ a bland addition to the foodie-movie trend

everyBody wants some: Jan Cornet and Claudia 
Bassols in TasTing Menu photo courtesy magnolia pictures
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Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. Reviewers 
are Kimberly Chun, Dennis Harvey, Lynn Rapoport, 
and Sara Maria Vizcarrondo. For rep house show-
times, see Rep Clock. For complete film listings, see 
www.sfbg.com.

SF InternatIonal FIlm 
FeStIval
The 57th San Francisco International Film Festival 
runs through Thu/8. Screening venues include 
the Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, SF; New People 
Cinema, 1746 Post, SF; Pacific Film Archive, 2575 
Bancroft, Berk; and Sundance Kabuki Cinemas, 
1881 Post, SF. For tickets (most shows $15) and 
complete schedule, visit festival.sffs.org.

openInG
Belle See “Skin Deep.” (1:45) Albany, 
Embarcadero.
Legends of Oz: Dorothy’s Return Computer-
animated musical which does not look to resemble 
1985’s spooky-great Return to Oz. Case in point: 
Dorothy is voiced by Glee’s Lea Michele. (1:28) 
Presidio.
Neighbors Seth Rogen and Zac Efron star in this 
comedy about a family with a newborn forced to 
live next door to a frat house. (1:37) Four Star, 
Presidio.
Now: In the Wings on a World Stage In 2011, 
a production of Richard III starring Kevin Spacey 
played SF’s Curran Theatre; it was but one stop on 
a dreamy world tour (London, Istanbul, Beijing, 
Sydney, Doha, Brooklyn, and Epidaurus, Greece) 
for an American and British company and crew 
directed by Brit Sam Mendes, who guided Spacey 
to an Oscar (and earned one himself) for 1999’s 
American Beauty. This backstage doc — fully 
endorsed by Spacey and co., so don’t expect any 
juicy spats or diva routines — follows this rambling 
troupe around the world as they work through one of 
Shakespeare’s most iconic history plays. Initially, 
some of the younger actors feel intimidated (and 
some of the Americans feel nervous about interpret-
ing the Bard alongside Brits, despite the fact that 
superstar Spacey is spearheading the whole thing), 
but gradually the group becomes close-knit. Pretty 
scenery aside, most of the travel stuff is feather-

weight (“The culture [in Istanbul] is just crazy!” is 
one typically shallow insight), but watching the show 
from the inside out offers an intriguing look at the 
dramatic process. Still, as Mendes and others point 
out, “the thrill of theater is the fact that it’s live” and 
“ephemeral” — qualities not captured by this rather 
conventional doc. If you’re an aspiring actor, howev-
er, Now is probably essential viewing nonetheless. 
(1:33) Roxie. (Eddy)
Young and Beautiful The titular attributes may be 
obvious surface ones, but they’re pretty much all 
we can take for granted in the character of Isabelle 
(Marine Vacth), a 17-year-old Parisian first met 
on a summer beach vacation with her family. With 
younger brother Victor (Fantin Ravat) as confidante, 
she methodically if haltingly sets out to shed her 
virginity, choosing as the lucky deflowerer a nice, 
very handsome German tourist (Lucas Prisor). The 
experience seems to leave her ambivalent, however, 
and a certain cool psychological opacity lingers after 
the clan goes home, and Isabelle returns to school 
while commencing a secret life so outré and baffling 
we would dearly love to understand her motivations. 
(Suffice it to say that the obvious reasons, love and/
or need of money and/or sex, do not appear appli-
cable in her case.) Is she rebelling? If so, against 
what? Probably not her easygoing mother and 
stepfather, played by Geraldine Pailhas and Frederic 
Pierrot. Reminiscent of Belle de Jour (1967) 
not just in premise but in dispassionate treatment 
of it, François Ozon’s latest sports his usual crisp 
directorial authority and eye for telling detail. But 
it’s built around a cipher, requiring an 11th-hour 
appearance by his past muse Charlotte Rampling in 
order to suddenly snap into focus — even as Isabelle 
remains something of a blur. (1:35) Opera Plaza, 
Shattuck. (Harvey)

onGoInG
The Amazing Spider-Man 2 The best thing about 
The Amazing Spider-Man 2 — the sequel to the 
2012 reboot that nobody really wanted in the first 
place — is the achingly cute chemistry between real-
life couple Andrew Garfield (Peter Parker/Spider-
Man) and Emma Stone (Gwen Stacy, whose fate is 
no spoiler to anyone who is familiar with the Spider-
Man canon). Can’t deny it; those two are adorbs. 
But since Spider-Man is supposed to be an action 

FIlm lIStInGS raInbow redux: Legends of oz: 
dorothy’s return
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film listings
movie, not a romantic comedy, it spends most of its 
time setting up foes for the webslinger (Jamie Foxx 
as a nerd zapped into the power-mad Electro; Dane 
DeHaan as bratty rich kid Harry Osborn), as well as 
rehashing the mysterious deaths of Peter’s parents, 
and underlining for approximately the zillionth time 
the disconnect between the media’s perception 
of Spider-Man (he’s a menace! He interferes with 
police work!) and the ecstatic love the people of New 
York have for the guy — understandable, since he’s 
in the business of saving their butts on a regular 
basis. This isn’t a crappy movie by any means; it’s 
entertaining enough, and the 3D swooping-be-
tween-skyscrapers FX have gotten quite dazzling. 
But there’s still a heavy air of “This again?” that 
hangs over the whole thing. Doesn’t Marvel have 
enough dough from the Avengers movies to let 
Spidey take an extended vacation? (2:20) Balboa, 
Marina (showing the original version and a 
version with Chinese subtitles), Metreon, 1000 
Van Ness, Sundance Kabuki. (Eddy)
Fading Gigolo Ah, the charm of a well-aged, 
seasoned perv … nope, we don’t dare touch the 
Woody Allen/Dylan Farrow abuse allegations — 
though those recent headlines flit around the 
edges of this generally benevolent, almost strange-
ly innocuous charmer, written by and directed 
John Turturro, who also stars as the curiously 
blank-faced tabula rasa of a title character. The 
delights of Mrs. Robinsons have been rhapsodized 
on film, through the lens of worshipful younger 
men — less so, their male counterparts, as viewed 
by other hetero men. The danger of bromance 
surging into the homoerotic is likely too dire for 
most, yet somehow bookstore boss Murray (Allen) 
sees the mysterious, submerged sex appeal in his 
loyal employee Fioravante (Turturro) and taps him 
to get involved in a ménage à trois with a society 
dermatologist (Sharon Stone). The soft-spoken 
Fioravante turns out to be a smash in the sack with 
the doc, transforming the opportunistic Murray 
into a wildly successful pimp as his employee 
takes on the audacious Selima (Sofia Vergara) and 
the prim Jewish Orthodox widow Avigal (Vanessa 
Paradis). The latter character seems to have come 
straight from another place and time — much like 
this film, which turns Brooklyn into a something 
resembling a leaf-strewn European village and 
recalls odes to revolutionary sexuality in the ‘60s. 
The movie’s lightly absurd comedy is embedded 
in the fact that Turturro writes himself into the role 
of the seducer, the pleaser, while wrapped in the 
skin of pleasant if everyday-looking Joe, although 
Paradis, a revelation as a deeply repressed devout 
mother slowly awakening to her body, points to 
more serious pleasures, lingering below the sur-
face of all of us. (1:30) Albany, Embarcadero, 
1000 Van Ness. (Chun)
Ilo Ilo Set in 1997 Singapore at the onset of the 
country’s recession, Ilo Ilo focuses on one fam-
ily, who could be any family: father Teck (Chen 
Tianwen), who’s been let go from his sales position 
and is working various hourly jobs, hoping his wife 
doesn’t find out; pregnant Hwee Leng (a dynamic 
Yeo Yann Yann), a secretary who’s been the “bad 
cop” in the relationship so long she’s kind of grown 
into the role; and bratty Jiale (Koh Jia Ler), a 
10-year-old terror who disobeys at home and gets 
into fights at school. Into this swirl of domestic 
tension comes Teresa (Angeli Bayani), a housekeep-
er-nanny who’s left her own family behind in the 
Philippines in search of a better way of life. It’s hell 
at first — “Auntie Terry” is no Mary Poppins, but she 
has the patience of a saint, putting up with Jiale’s 
antics and Hwee Leng’s ice-queen routine. Slowly, 
however, she builds a rapport with her young charge, 
but since Ilo Ilo is firmly interested in realism, 
there’s no quick fix to the problems that lie beneath 
the family strife, despite the kid’s obsession with lot-
tery numbers. A remarkably assured debut film from 
29-year-old director Anthony Chen, Ilo Ilo picked 
up the Camera D’Or at Cannes, in addition to multi-
ple other fest prizes. The accolades are well-earned 
— rarely has a film so effectively and subtly captured 
the day-to-day frustrations of middle-class financial 
uncertainty. (1:40) Four Star. (Eddy)
Locke This virtual solo show stars Tom Hardy as 
Ivan Locke, a 40-ish construction manager driving 
to London on the eve of “the biggest cement pour” 
ever attempted in Europe. But he’s driving away 
from that, to the shrill indignation of superiors who 
expect his reliable on-site supervision, and the 
increasingly drunken panic of the flunky (voice of 
Andrew Scott) he’s deputized to take his place. The 
reason for this unprecedented dereliction of respon-
sibility is that Ivan is committed to another respon-
sibility, to “take care of my fuckup.” As we gradually 
realize during his 85-minute drive, that means 
showing up for the premature birth of the baby he’s 
sired by a fragile, rather hysterical-sounding woman 
(Olivia Colman) in the brief sole detour from marital 

infidelity he’s ever taken. Doing so may well end his 
career, as well as his long-standing marriage to the 
mother of his sons. But our protagonist is deter-
mined at any cost not to become his own late father 
(with whom he has imaginary conversations), a wast-
rel who never made good on his obligations to family 
or anyone else. Shot repeatedly in real time with 
multiple cameras over 12 nights, then assembled 
from 16 full-length takes, Steven Knight’s Locke is 
a striking experiment that never quite escapes an 
air of theatrical stunt. In retrospect you realize most 
of its tension derives not from the core emotional 
crises, but from narrative red herrings — primarily 
our terror that anyone multitasking this recklessly 
behind the wheel is an accident waiting to happen. 
But the chameleonic Hardy, playing a rather square, 
middle-class, essentially humorless type unlike any 
he’s done before, makes this effortfully “decent” 
man so compelling you can’t look away. If there’s 
anything this actor can’t do, he hasn’t tried it yet. 
(1:35) Clay. (Harvey) 2

Schedules are for Wed/7-Tue/13 except where 
noted. Director and year are given when avail-
able. Double and triple features marked with a •. 
All times pm unless otherwise specified.
ARTISTS’ TELEVISION ACCESS 992 Valencia, 
SF; www.atasite.org. $6-10. “Other Cinema:” 

The Uprising (Snowdon, 2013), Sat, 8:30.
BALBOA THEATRE 3630 Balboa, SF; cinemasf.
com/balboa. $7.50-10. “Popcorn Palace:” 
Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure (Burton, 1985), Sat, 
10am. Matinee for kids.
CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, www.
castrotheatre.com. $8.50-11. Frozen (Buck and 
Lee, 2013), Sun, 1. Presented sing-along style; 
advance tickets ($10-16) at www.ticketweb.com.
CENTER SF 548 Fillmore, SF; www.brownpa-
pertickets.com. $10-15. Radical Faerie Film 
Festival, short films “that embody radical queer 
sensibilities,” Sat, 7:30.
CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM 
CENTER 1118 Fourth St, San Rafael; (415) 454-
1222, www.cafilm.org. $6.50-$10.75. times. 
Super Duper Alice Cooper (Dunn, Harkema, 
and McFadyen, 2014), Thu, 7. For No Good 
Reason (Paul, 2013), call for dates and times. 
Locke (Knight, 2014), call for dates and times. 
Private Lives (Kent), Sun, 1 and May 15, 7. 
Theatrical performance filmed live in London’s 
West End. Love and Demons (Allen, 2014), 
Sun, 7. With director JP Allen and cast members 
in person.
CLAY 2261 Fillmore, SF; www.landmarkthe-
atres.com. $10. “Midnight Movies:” The Room 
(Wiseau, 2003), Sat, midnight.
GREAT WALL OF OAKLAND West Grand 
between Telegraph and Broadway, Oakl; 
www.oaklandcatvidfest.com. $5-10. 
“OakCatVidFest,” cat-themed performances, 
bands, and more, plus kitty adoption opportuni-
ties and a film festival, Sat, 3-10.
MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE 57 Post, SF; mili-
brary.org/events. $10. “CinemaLit Film Series: 
Comedy Tonight:” Road to Morocco (Butler, 
1942), Fri, 6.
PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, Berk; 
(510) 642-5249, bampfa.berkeley.edu. $5.50-
9.50. “Film 50: History of Cinema:” The Five 
Obstructions (Von Trier and Leth, 2003), Wed, 
3:10. San Francisco International Film Festival, 
Wed-Thu. See complete schedule and ticket info 
at festival.sffs.org. “Film and Video Makers at 

AheAd of the upcoming AmericAn remAke, ishiro hondA’s originAl Godzilla (1954) rAmpAges stArting fri/9 At the sundAnce kAbuki.
photo courtesy of rialto pictures

Cal: Works from the Eisner Prize Competition,” 
Fri, 7.
PARAMOUNT THEATRE 2025 Broadway, Oakl; 
www.ticketmaster.com. $5. Saturday Night 
Fever (Badham, 1977), Fri, 8.
ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. $6.50-11. Quake 
(Malley, 2014), plus other dance films, Wed, 
7, 9. The M Word (Jaglom, 2013), Wed-Thu, 
6:45, 9:15. Under the Skin (Glazer, 2014), 
Thu, 9:15. “Bay Area Docs:” Impossible Light 
(Ambers, 2014), Thu, 7. With director Jeremy 
Ambers in person. NOW: In the Wings on the 
World Stage (Whelehan, 2014), May 9-16, 
check website for times. First Annual San 
Francisco Intergalactic Feline Film and Video 
Festival for Humans, celebrating “the cinematic 
feline in all forms,” Sat, noon, 4, 8. Beyond 

Right and Wrong: Stories of Justice and 
Forgiveness (Singh, 2012), Mon, 7. Breeders: 
A Subclass of Women? (Lahl and Eppinette, 
2014), Tue, 7.
SUNDANCE KABUKI 1881 Post, SF; www.
sundancecinemas.com. $8.75-14. Godzilla 
(Honda, 1954), May 9-15. New restoration of 
Japanese original.
UNITY IN MARIN 600 Palm, Novato; www.
unityinmarin.org. $10. Waste Land (Walker, 
Harley, and Jardim, 2010), Fri, 7.
YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 701 
Mission, SF; www.ybca.org. $8-10. “Astonishing 
Animation: The Films of Hayao Miyazaki and 
Studio Ghibli:” Princess Mononoke (Miyazaki, 
1997), Thu, 7:30 and Sat, 4:30; The Cat 
Returns (Morita, 2002), Sat, 7:30 and Sun, 
3:30; Ponyo (Miyazaki, 2008), Sun, 1. 2

rep clock
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OR EMAIL US AT ADMANAGERS@SFBG.COM

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/
Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 
Call For Instant Offer:
1-888-420-3808 www.cash4car.
com (AAN CAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. 800-731-5042.
(Cal-SCAN)
Auto Accident Attorney
INJURED IN AN AUTO ACCIDENT? 
Call InjuryFone for a free case 
evaluation. Never a cost to you. 
Don’t wait, call now. 1-800-958-
5341 (Cal-SCAN)

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!* 
Get a whole-home Satellite 
system installed at NO COST 
and programming starting at 
$19.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 
Upgrade to new callers,
SO CALL NOW
1-866-982-9562 (Cal-SCAN)

DirectTV 2 Year Savings Event! 
Over 140 channels only $29.99 
a month. Only DirecTV gives you 
2 YEARS of savings and a FREE 
Genie upgrade! Call 1-800-291-
0350 (Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & 
High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) 
SAVE! Ask About SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 1-800-
357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in
matching Birthmothers with 
Families Nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-413-6293. Void in Illinois/
New Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! Alert for 
Seniors. Bathroom falls can 
be fatal. Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 Off. 
(Cal-SCAN)
VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 40 Pills + 4 FREE for 
only $99.00. #1 Male En-
hancement! Discreet Ship-
ping. Save $500. Buy the Blue 
Pill Now! 1-800-404-1271
(AAN CAN)

Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed Cana-
dian mail order pharma-
cy will provide you with savings 
of up to 75 percent on all your 
medication needs. Call today 
1-800-273-0209 for $10.00 off 
your fi rst prescription and free 
shipping. (Cal-SCAN)
MEN’S LIFESTYLE MEDS
Viagra - Cialis – Levitra
USA Pharmacies
Telemedicine Physicians
Overnight Shipping Available
Trusted Since 1998 
800-951-6337
VIAMEDIC.COM
Save 5% using code: CAL14
Coupon exp. 12.31.2014
(Cal-SCAN)

VIAGRA 100mg or CIALIS 20mg. 
40 tabs +10 FREE all for $99 
including FREE SHIPPING. 
Discreet, Fast Shipping. 888-
836-0780 or
premiummeds.net (Cal-SCAN)

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed 
Bug Killer Complete Treatment 
Program/ Kit. Effective results 
begin after spray dries. Available: 
Hardware Stores, Buy Online: 
homedepot.com (AAN CAN)
Keep your pet Happy, Healthy, 
and Protected. Call 800-675-
7476 Now and get a free Pet 
Insurance Quote for your Dog 
or Cat. Choose Up to 90%
Reimbursement. Get Special 
Multiple Pet Discounts.
(Cal-SCAN)
Do you owe over $10,000 
to the IRS or State in back 
taxes? Get tax relief now! 
Call BlueTax, the nation’s full 
service tax solution fi rm.
800-393-6403. (Cal-SCAN)
Is Your Identity Protected? It 
is our promise to provide the 
most comprehensive identity 
theft prevention and response 
products available! Call Today 
for 30-Day FREE TRIAL
1-800-908-5194. (Cal-SCAN)
Protect Your Home - ADT 
Authorized Dealer: Burglary, 
Fire, and Emergency Alerts 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week!
CALL TODAY, INSTALLED TOMOR-
ROW! 888-641-3452 (AAN CAN)

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimen-
sion. In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)
OWN YOUR own Medical Alert 
Company! Be the 1st and Only 
Distributor in your area! Unlim-
ited $ return. Small investment 
required. Call toll free 1-844-225-
1200. (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW 144 million U.S. 
Adults read a Newspaper print 
copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. 
For a free brochure call 916-288-
6011 or email cecelia@cnpa.com 
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(Cal-SCAN)
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analytics to make recommenda-
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Apply to: Scribd, 539 Bryant 
Street, #200, San Francisco, 
CA  94107
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Apply to: SAY Media, 180 
Townsend Street, 3rd Fl., San 
Francisco, CA  94107.
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We Prefer No Experience
We Provide on-the-job Training
Entry Level Earnings $16/
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Higher Earning Potential and 
Advancement Opportunity
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Call 415-645-6479
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Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
800-725-1563 (AAN CAN)
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME CASE 
NUMBER: CNC-14-550287. 
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94102. PETITION OF Regina 
Elaine Santos for change of 
name. TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: Petitioner Regina 
Elaine Santos fi led a petition 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
Present Name: Regina Elaine 
Santos. Proposed Name: Re-
gina Elaine Santos Delacruz. 
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this mat-
ter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be 
granted. NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: 7/01/2014. Time: 9:00 
AM, Room 514. Signed by 
Harry M. Dorfman, Presiding 
Judge of Superior Court on 
4/22/2014. 
Apr. 30 May 7, 14, 21, 2014
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Proposed Name: Jonathan 
Dan Tran. THE COURT ORDERS 
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Apr. 30 May 7, 14, 21, 2014
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME CASE 
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Petitioner Lura Elizabeth 
Ethridge filed a petition with 
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Proposed Name: Lura Darling. 
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
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matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
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4/07/2014. 
Apr. 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2014

Feel the Vibe! Hot Black Chat. 
Urban women and men ready 
to MAKE THE CONNECTION Call 
singles in your area! Try FREE! 
Call 1-800-305-9164 (AAN CAN)
¿Hablas Español? HOT Latino 
Chat.Call Fonochat now & in 
seconds you can be speaking 
to HOT Hispanic singles in 
your area. Try FREE!
1-800-416-3809 (AAN CAN)
Where Local Girls Go Wild!
Hot, Live, Real, Discreet! 
Uncensored live 1-on-1 HOT 
phone Chat. Calls in YOUR 
city! Try FREE! Call
1-800-261-4097 (AAN CAN)
Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greet-
ings, exchange messages and 
connect live. Try it free. Call now: 
800-945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)
DATING SERVICE
Looking for Asian Woman for 
Long Term Relationship and 
Possible Marriage?
Please call 415-571-7854 for an 
Appointment
3735 Geary Blvd (At 2nd Ave)

316+/- Acre White River 
Ranch Auction, Calico Rock, 
AR. Minimum Bid $800,000. 
Sealed Bids Due by May 27. 
Atlas RE Firm, #2276. 5%BP. 
501-840-7029. AtlasRealEstate-
Firm.com (Cal-SCAN)

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. 
Find your roommate with a click 
of the mouse! Visit: http://www.
Roommates.com.  (AAN CAN)

Try it Free! 

415.248.5198

make a real
connection

Local Numbers: 1.800.926.6000
Ahora en Español  18+

Call Livelinks.
The hottest place to meet

the coolest people.

www.livelinks.com
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aries

March 21-April 19
Too much is too much. It doesn’t mat-
ter if it’s a good thing or bad. You’re 
tapped, and no more “doing” is going 
to help to level you out. Rejuvenate 
your frayed mind and heart before 
you try to fix anything else, Aries. 
If you come at things with nervous 
tension you’re only likely to multiply 
your stresses.

taUrUs

April 20-May 20
The only person you should be trying 
to change is you, Taurus. Instead of 
focusing on what others are doing or 
getting caught up in your version of 
the story being more right than theirs, 
seek the description of the truth that 
is the most generous and compassion-
ate. Life may not fair, but you can be.

gemini

May 21-June 21
The way to keep up with the changes 
in your life is to get clear about your 
priorities. So much is happening 
and you need to invest your time and 
energy wisely. Get back to basics and 
make a list of the top six things that 
are important to you, Gemini, and 
then don’t treat a 5 like a 1.

cancer

June 22-July 22
Protect what and who you love, 
Cancer. Your relationships need 
you, so come out of hiding! There’s 
a way you can get caught up with life 
and go through the motions with the 
people you love. Make time for your 
beloveds and then show up, even if 
that requires some vulnerability and 
risk-taking.

leo

July 23-Aug. 22
You don’t need to know what’s going 
to happen or even how long the path 
is. Uncertainty is just a part of life. 
What you need is to be kind to your-
self and others as things develop. You 
are capable of creating so much joy 
for yourself and others, Leo, so don’t 
sweat the small stuff this week.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
What have you let go of in the past 
month and what have you achieved? 
Pay attention to all that has come to 
pass and feel good about the effort it 
took from you, even if you’re not yet 
where you want to be. You’re making 
great progress, Virgo, and there is 
great wisdom in appreciation this 
week.

liBra

Sept. 23-Oct. 22
Thoughtfully work on your relation-
ships, Libra. You may want everything 
to be OK, even if it’s not, or converse-
ly feel itching to go to battle even 
though this is not the time for it. Slow 
down and make sure you ego isn’t 
motivating your actions. Remember 
that you want love and connection 
and act from that place.

scorpio

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If you aren’t acting in ways that you 
can sustain you’ll pay the price in the 
coming weeks, Scorpio. Be honest 
with yourself and others about where 
you’re at and what you’re game for. 
If you are successful at things that 
aren’t true to you it will feel kinda 
awful. Be real, even if it slows you 
down.

sagittariUs

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
This is a great time to bring your ideas 
into fruition, Sagittarius, but you may 
have to collaborate to do it right. Your 
vision and talent won’t be diluted 
by group efforts this week, so don’t 
worry that you won’t get the kind of 
recognition you deserve by sharing 
the spotlight. Sharing is caring, love.

capricorn

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’re not in control of the trajectory 
of your life. Bummer. But you can 
(and should!) be very goal oriented, 
and proactive in trying to make 
your visions reality. The magic that 
you’ll need to pull this off without 
going cray is patience, my dear 
Capricorn. And a healthy dose of it 
this week.

aQUariUs

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Stay away from overthinking your 
worries this week because it will only 
serve to make things worse. Get in 
touch with yourself and make sure 
that your actions are aligned with your 
intentions. Wherever you find they’re 
not, make a simple action plan to cor-
rect it, or change your mind.

pisces

Feb. 19-March 20
There is no struggle that can’t be 
eased by a little loving kindness, 
Pisces. Pick the three things or peo-
ple that you are the most committed 
to and focus your energy on preserv-
ing the goodness there. Don’t dilute 
your vital energies by being pulled in 
too many directions this week.
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it. Slow down and make sure 
you ego isn’t motivating your 
actions. Remember that you 
want love and connection and 
act from that place. 

scorpio

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If you aren’t acting in ways 
that you can sustain you’ll pay 
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people you love. Make time for your 
beloveds and then show up, even if 
that requires some vulnerability and 
risk-taking.

leo

July 23-Aug. 22
You don’t need to know what’s going 
to happen or even how long the path 
is. Uncertainty is just a part of life. 
What you need is to be kind to your-
self and others as things develop. You 
are capable of creating so much joy 
for yourself and others, Leo, so don’t 
sweat the small stuff this week.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
What have you let go of in the past 
month and what have you achieved? 
Pay attention to all that has come to 
pass and feel good about the effort it 
took from you, even if you’re not yet 
where you want to be. You’re making 
great progress, Virgo, and there is 
great wisdom in appreciation this 
week.

liBra

Sept. 23-Oct. 22
Thoughtfully work on your relation-
ships, Libra. You may want everything 
to be OK, even if it’s not, or converse-
ly feel itching to go to battle even 
though this is not the time for it. Slow 
down and make sure you ego isn’t 
motivating your actions. Remember 
that you want love and connection 
and act from that place.

scorpio

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If you aren’t acting in ways that you 
can sustain you’ll pay the price in the 
coming weeks, Scorpio. Be honest 
with yourself and others about where 
you’re at and what you’re game for. 
If you are successful at things that 
aren’t true to you it will feel kinda 
awful. Be real, even if it slows you 
down.

sagittariUs

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
This is a great time to bring your ideas 
into fruition, Sagittarius, but you may 
have to collaborate to do it right. Your 
vision and talent won’t be diluted 
by group efforts this week, so don’t 
worry that you won’t get the kind of 
recognition you deserve by sharing 
the spotlight. Sharing is caring, love.

capricorn

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’re not in control of the trajectory 
of your life. Bummer. But you can 
(and should!) be very goal oriented, 
and proactive in trying to make 
your visions reality. The magic that 
you’ll need to pull this off without 
going cray is patience, my dear 
Capricorn. And a healthy dose of it 
this week.

aQUariUs

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Stay away from overthinking your 
worries this week because it will only 
serve to make things worse. Get in 
touch with yourself and make sure 
that your actions are aligned with your 
intentions. Wherever you find they’re 
not, make a simple action plan to cor-
rect it, or change your mind.

pisces

Feb. 19-March 20
There is no struggle that can’t be 
eased by a little loving kindness, 
Pisces. Pick the three things or peo-
ple that you are the most committed 
to and focus your energy on preserv-
ing the goodness there. Don’t dilute 
your vital energies by being pulled in 
too many directions this week.

psychic dream astrology

By Jessica lanyadoo
Jessica Lanyadoo has been a psychic dreamer for 18 years. Check out her website at www.lovelanyadoo.com or 
contact her for an astrology or intuitive reading at (415) 336-8354 or dreamyastrology@gmail.com.

aries

March 21-April 19
Too much is too much. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s a good 
thing or bad. You’re tapped, 
and no more “doing” is going 
to help to level you out. 
Rejuvenate your frayed mind 
and heart before you try to fix 
anything else, Aries. If you 
come at things with nervous 
tension you’re only likely to 
multiply your stresses. 

taUrUs

April 20-May 20
The only person you should 
be trying to change is you, 
Taurus. Instead of focusing on 
what others are doing or get-
ting caught up in your version 
of the story being more right 
than theirs, seek the descrip-
tion of the truth that is the 
most generous and compas-
sionate. Life may not fair, but 
you can be. 

gemini

May 21-June 21
The way to keep up with the 
changes in your life is to get 
clear about your priorities. So 
much is happening and you 
need to invest your time and 
energy wisely. Get back to 
basics and make a list of the 
top six things that are import-
ant to you, Gemini, and then 
don’t treat a 5 like a 1. 

cancer

June 22-July 22
Protect what and who you 
love, Cancer. Your relation-
ships need you, so come out of 
hiding! There’s a way you can 
get caught up with life and go 
through the motions with the 
people you love. Make time for 
your beloveds and then show 
up, even if that requires some 
vulnerability and risk-taking. 
 
 
 
 

leo

July 23-Aug. 22
You don’t need to know what’s 
going to happen or even how 
long the path is. Uncertainty 
is just a part of life. What you 
need is to be kind to yourself 
and others as things develop. 
You are capable of creating 
so much joy for yourself and 
others, Leo, so don’t sweat the 
small stuff this week. 

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
What have you let go of in the 
past month and what have you 
achieved? Pay attention to all 
that has come to pass and feel 
good about the effort it took 
from you, even if you’re not yet 
where you want to be. You’re 
making great progress, Virgo, 
and there is great wisdom in 
appreciation this week. 

liBra

Sept. 23-Oct. 22
Thoughtfully work on your 
relationships, Libra. You may 
want everything to be OK, 
even if it’s not, or conversely 
feel itching to go to battle even 
though this is not the time for 
it. Slow down and make sure 
you ego isn’t motivating your 
actions. Remember that you 
want love and connection and 
act from that place. 

scorpio

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If you aren’t acting in ways 
that you can sustain you’ll pay 
the price in the coming weeks, 
Scorpio. Be honest with your-
self and others about where 
you’re at and what you’re 
game for. If you are successful 
at things that aren’t true to you 
it will feel kinda awful. Be real, 
even if it slows you down. 
 
 
 
 
 

sagittariUs

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
This is a great time to bring 
your ideas into fruition, 
Sagittarius, but you may have 
to collaborate to do it right. 
Your vision and talent won’t be 
diluted by group efforts this 
week, so don’t worry that you 
won’t get the kind of recogni-
tion you deserve by sharing 
the spotlight. Sharing is car-
ing, love. 

capricorn

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’re not in control of the tra-
jectory of your life. Bummer. 
But you can (and should!) be 
very goal oriented, and pro-
active in trying to make your 
visions reality. The magic that 
you’ll need to pull this off with-
out going cray is patience, my 
dear Capricorn. And a healthy 
dose of it this week. 

aQUariUs

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Stay away from overthink-
ing your worries this week 
because it will only serve to 
make things worse. Get in 
touch with yourself and make 
sure that your actions are 
aligned with your intentions. 
Wherever you find they’re not, 
make a simple action plan 
to correct it, or change your 
mind. 

pisces

Feb. 19-March 20
There is no struggle that can’t 
be eased by a little loving 
kindness, Pisces. Pick the 
three things or people that you 
are the most committed to 
and focus your energy on pre-
serving the goodness there. 
Don’t dilute your vital energies 
by being pulled in too many 
directions this week.
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415-759-8577
2450 Taraval St (SF) 
(Free Parking) * Bring Ad in for $5 Off Body Massage

harmony spa
GranD opEnInG

i NEW YOUNG MASSEUSES i
FOOT MASSAGE:
$19.99/pkg
• Full Body
   Massage
• FREE Sauna
• Table Shower
   Available

EmpirE HEaltH Club

428 O’FarEll St. @ taylOr
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco)

Open 7 days  
a week

10am-midnight

Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted
Now hiring masseuses with permits

Many 
Beautiful 

Asian 
Girls to 
Choose 
From

*82.415.621.7406 
BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME!

100% 
SEXY

FUNCTIONAL 
TRANSEXUAL

GRAND OPENING • UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

SPRING SPA

$50 FOR 60 MIN

$35 FOR 30 MIN

262 Church St • (415) 926-5933 • 10am-10pm

Swedish +  

Deep Tissue

Massage 

$50

Body Scrub 

$35

2501 Clement St and 26th Ave, SF

415-668-6299

•Oasis Day Spa•

Mon-Sat 10am-9pm • Sun 10am-8pm

266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF

415-658-7886

VIP Massage
Full Body Massage

Fresh & Clean Location
Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls

Open Daily 10AM-10PM

$10OFF
When you bring

in this Ad EUPHORIA SPA
Full Body Massage

415.258.8239
1104 Lincoln Ave., Ste. 1 San Rafael, CA 94901

1/2 hr $40
1 hr $50
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SherriOutcalls
 24/7 • Will Tra

vel

510-978-1576

Full Body Massage 

415-585-2222
Open 7 days 10AM-10PM

4565 Mission St (x Norton)

$45/hr
$30/half hr

Bring copy
of ad.

Shower
& Steam 

Room 
Available

YOUR AD HERE!

INTERRACIAL-KINK
A Swinger Party

Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until...

Deliciously Sexy 
Couples and 
select Singles are 
welcome 
to attend. to attend. to attend. 

(510)388-5108(510)388-5108(510)388-5108(510)388-5108
Couples, Call Together

SAT. 5/10:       BARE AS YOU DARE
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$39
*

Must bring ad • 1 per patient
*Renewals only

san jose 
115 N. 4th St., Suite 106 

Mon – Sat: 11am – 7pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 408-998-0980

SJ420.com

oakland 
2633 Telegraph Ave. #109 

Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 510-832-5000

OaklandMarijuanaCenter.com

We Will Match anY 
local Competitor’s Price.

Walk-Ins Welcome. 

affordable medical marijuana cards we’ve got the bay area covered!

Grand

Opening!

vallejo 
432 Tennesse St. 

Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm 
707-644-1667

Vallejo420md.com

We Will Match ANY 
Local Competitor’s Price.

Walk-Ins Welcome. 

We match any local price!

www.Green215.com 
1 (877) PROP-215

1 (877) 776-7215
Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose

(1200 Howard St @ 8th)

• Real Doctors – Real Care

• Professional and Affordable

• Totally Confidential

• Quality ID Cards

• 24/7 Safe VerificationLed by
Hanya Barth, M.D.

Call  
Now!

$39
Renewals

from ANY Doctor

www.PriceLessEvaluations.com

WE MATCH
ANY PRICE
WITH PROOF

PriceLess Evaluations

Licensed Medical Doctors are Providing

$50
New Patients

• This Coupon is Not Applicable with
   Appointment
• High Quality Photo ID Cards and   
   Pocket Recs Available
• 100% Private & Confi dential
• 24/7 LIVE & Online Verifi cation

San Francisco
Now Open Sundays
415.796.2254

Mon - Sun 11AM - 7PM
3490 20th St. 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94110

S
Best of

San Francisco
at

May 7, 2014
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 21+

ENTERTAINMENT BY
The Frosted Tips 

and Sweater Funk DJs

tonight

tonight

Walk-Ups Welcome 
or Tickets Available at

bestofsf2014.strangertickets.com

HAIR MODELS NEEDED!
Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 
Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com.

MASSAGE: I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself.  
Maybe you would too?  Available days & evenings. 
Incall/Outcall 415-435-7526

Advertise Here!
Call 415.255.3100
for info and rates.
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