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Crescent Heights® is a service mark used by a group of limited liability companies and partnerships. NEMA is being developed by Tenth and Market, LLC, which is a separate, single purpose entity that is solely responsible for its 
development, obligations and liabilities. Renderings, photographs and other information described are representational only. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity 
throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an af� rmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.
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BOOGALOOED
Crowds packed Oakland’s Mosswood Park July 5 and 6 for the irrev-
erent punk, garage, and rockabilly-focused Burger Boogaloo. While 
the masses waited for the queen (Ronnie Spector) Sunday evening, 
‘90s pop-punk faves The Muffs (pictured) celebrated their first new 
album in a decade with a respectably rockin’ set. See www.sfbg.
com/noise for more. PHOTO BY AMANDA RHOADES

LUNCH WITH RHYTHM
Starting Wednesday, and running through early 
October, People In Plazas hosts a series of free, 
outdoor musical concerts during lunchtime (shows 
usually noon-1pm), mostly downtown but also in the 
Castro and other ‘hoods. “Our mission is to activate 
urban open spaces through events which generate 
social congregation,” the group explains on its 
website. This translates to over 170 shows, reaching 
an annual audience of more than 45,000. Wed/9, 
swing by 50 Fremont to catch jazz vocalist Sony 
Holland (pictured), or 525 Market for Peter Di Bono 
Accordion Trio. This week along also brings Latin 
jazz, bluegrass, funk, opera, and Filipino pop, so 
head to www.peopleinplazas.org and check out the 
diverse schedule.

GAYMERS UNITE!
Last year San Francisco hosted the nation’s first 
LGBT video game convention, and now it’s sequel 
time. GaymerX2 will feature Pokemon Snap 
contests, grind-ready video game music, and 
video game coding classes — because inclusivity 
starts with you! Check it out at the intercontinental 
hotel July 11-13, and remember to dress in your 
best cosplay. (We’re going as Mario, because who 
doesn’t want a hot ‘stache?)

TECH BACK
A new group show opening Fri/11, 
6pm-8pm, at SF’s Jessica 
Silverman Gallery called “The 
History of Technology” sets out 
to “explore themes of nostalgia 
and futurism, obsolescence and 
transcendence.” Artists Simon 
Denny, Samuel Levi Jones, 
Dashiell Manley, Philipp Timischl 
and Margo Wolowiec and writer 
Joseph Akel distill the effects of 
attention span, user experience, 
and source-material splicing so 
that “the grand, abstract history 
of communications technology 
becomes a personal history played 
out in real time before an art 
object.” www.jessicasilvermanga-
llery.com

ROCK THE BOX
We issued a challenge to the artists of the 
Bay Area: make our paper boxes beautiful! 
Now we’re ready to unveil the work of 12 
artists who will brighten up the streets 
with their work. And party! Join us Thu/10, 
6pm-9pm at 111 Minna, SF, at our Rock 
the Box event, to celebrate with cocktail 
specials and a look at the new work. www.
sfmediaco.com/rockthebox

INTELLIGENCE 

MOTORISTS FIGHT 
BACK
Believing that they’re somehow 
discriminated against on the 
streets of San Francisco, a new 
political coalition of motorists and 
neighborhood NIMBYs on July 7 
turned in nearly twice the signa-
tures they need to qualify “Restore 
Transportation Balance in 
San Francisco” initiative for the 
November ballot. It’s a direct 
attack on the city’s voter-approved 
“transit-first” policies and efforts 
to reduce auto-related greenhouse 
gas emissions. It would prevent 
expanded parking meter enforce-
ment without neighborhood 
approval, require representation 
of motorists on the SFMTA board, 
set aside SFMTA funding for more 
parking construction, and call for 
stronger enforcement of traffic 
laws against cyclists. See www.
sfbg.com/politics for more.
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FOLSOM TUNES IN
Folsom Street Fair (happening 
September 21) has the justifiably 
naughty reputation as the world’s 
largest fetish gathering, of course. 
But in the past few years it’s 
also been garnering raves — and 
attracting eager crowds — as a 
music festival as well. The lineup 
for this year’s stages was just 
released, and while you’ll still find 
plenty of driving circuit techno, 
your chains will also be rattled by 
the likes of electro-ethereal acts 
Austra, MNDR, and Monarch; 
deep house favorites DJs Pareja 
and Stereogamous, and hometown 
heroes Younger Lovers, Micahtron, 
and Zbörnak. www.facebook.com/
folsomstreetevents

FOLLOW US FOR MORE 
INTELLIGENCE

@sfbg
San Francisco  
Bay Guardian
@sfbayguardian
www.sfbg.com

MIME TROUPE NAILS IT!
The San Francisco Mime Troupe’s new play, Ripple Effect — which debuted July 4 in Dolores Park as usual, but 
this time in a park shrunk to half its usual size by ongoing renovations — was a rousing success that perfectly 
captured the city’s current zeitgeist and growing pains. And the tight space the large crowd squeezed into seemed 
to focus its energy all the more, reinforcing the message that political radicals, immigrant workers, and young 
techies (represented by the three main characters, who blamed one another for their troubles before realizing 
their common ground) are all in this together. Brava! The play, the Troupe’s 55th, now tours the Bay Area before 
returning to Dolores Park for closing shows on Labor Day weekend. www.sfmt.org

SNAPSHOT: GLASS
PHOTO BY @HANOUNA1951
Tag your Instagram photos #sfbgsnapshot for a chance to be featured  
here in next week’s paper. Each week we’ll pick a new theme, and a new 
favorite. Next week’s photo challenge theme: “bros”
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opinion

BY DAvID CAmpOS AND JeFF ADAChI

OpINION San Francisco is the sec-
ond most unequal city in the 
nation. Working and middle-in-
come people and families are 
being forced to flee the city they 
love. Between 2010 and 2013, Ellis 
Act evictions alone increased by 
170 percent.

In 2013, a total of 3,662 San 
Franciscans were served with 
eviction notices. Over 1,000 of 
these tenants went to court with-
out lawyers. According to court 
statistics, 90 percent of landlords 
hire attorneys, while only 10 
percent of tenants have a lawyer. 
This inequity has made it more 
difficult for tenants to adequately 
assert their rights.

To level the playing field, the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Budget and Finance Committee 
just designated $1 million to fund 
10 nonprofit housing attorneys to 
perform full scope legal services for 
any tenant facing eviction in San 
Francisco. We teamed up with tenant 
rights organizers and attorneys to 
fight for this budget allocation in 
order to address San Francisco’s 
affordability crisis. This funding will 
ensure that all San Franciscans fac-
ing eviction will receive legal assis-
tance if they need it.

Crucial to ensuring economic 
diversity in this city is protecting 
our rent-controlled housing stock. 
Every time a tenant is evicted 
from his or her apartment, we lose 
another unit of price-controlled 
housing that is safe from the cur-
rent astronomical market rental 
and sale prices. The board has 
passed local legislation that helps 
tenants remain in the city after an 
eviction, including Sup. Campos’ 
legislation increasing relocation 
assistance amounts after an Ellis 
Act eviction.

However, only the state 
Legislature has the power to 
change the law in a manner that 
would make a large impact on 
the frequency of evictions. Sadly, 
last week, Sen. Mark Leno’s bill 
that would have curbed Ellis Act 
evictions died in the Assembly 
Housing Committee. Leno said 
he will not further pursue the bill 
this year. Therefore, we must con-
tinue to act locally to deal with 

our housing crisis.
Legal representation for tenants 

is a crucial part of the fight against 
displacement. Several academic 
studies have shown that tenants 
are five to 10 times more likely to 
stay in their homes after receiving 
an eviction notice if they are repre-
sented by an attorney throughout 
the eviction process. Furthermore, 
having an attorney protects the 
tenants against abusive practices 
by landlords.

Tenant advocates report that 
illegal harassment by landlords 
is on the rise in an effort to force 
out tenants without having to 
resort to the formal eviction pro-
cess. It is common practice for 
landlords to attempt to “buy out” 
tenants by offering a monetary 
sum to vacate a unit outside of the 
legal process. Vulnerable tenants, 
including immigrants and tenants 
who live in Section 8 housing, 
are often forced out of their units 
because they do not understand 
or assert their rights. Even if the 
action results in the tenants leav-
ing, an attorney can help tenants 
avoid having an eviction on their 
record, which makes it much 
more difficult for the tenants to 
rent again.

We are fortunate to have 14 
excellent nonprofit organizations 
in San Francisco that provide no- 
or low-cost legal services to ten-
ants. However, these organizations 
have been woefully underfunded 
and do not have sufficient staffs 
to address this housing crisis. The 
budget allocation of $1 million to 
fund 10 additional tenant attor-
neys will have a profound impact 
on San Francisco’s housing crisis. 
It will also make San Francisco 
one of the first cities in the coun-
try to provide a right to legal assis-
tance to tenants facing eviction.

Just as the Constitution allows 
an attorney for a person accused 
of a crime, a person threatened 
with the loss of his or her home 
should have legal assistance. San 
Francisco can and should lead the 
way when it comes to providing 
legal assistance to those tenants 
who need it. 2

Public Defender Jeff Adachi and 
Supervisor David Campos are elected 
officials in San Francisco.

eDItORIAl The footprint of 
Big Tech companies and their 
employees continues to spread 
through San Francisco, gobbling 
up the vast majority of com-
mercial office space this year, 
driving up rents, and creating 
pressure to build ever more 
office towers. With Wall Street 
and Silicon Valley investors 
focusing so much wealth on this 
one economic sector, in this one 
once-dynamic city, this trend is 
threatening to squeeze out every 
other civic interest and sector in 
its path.

For example, city officials 
have long-struggled with how 
to preserve light industrial 
spaces in the city, known as 
Production Distribution and 
Repair (PDR) in the parlance 
of planners, who recognize the 
importance of such jobs and 
services to a city, even though 
they have a hard time compet-
ing with other economic sectors 
on rent. Indeed, despite efforts 

to protect it, San Francisco now 
has one of the lowest propor-
tions of PDR uses of any big 
city in the US, a worrying sign 
for future economic prosperity.

Nonetheless, the new out-
of-town investor-owners of 
the PDR-zoned San Francisco 
Design Center are trying to 
improperly use a loophole to 
evict most of its tenants to let 
Pinterest take over most of the 
building (which it bought at 
a bargain because of the zon-
ing). Only the political will of 
politicians — who crave the 
campaign cash of capitalists — 
stands in the way of perversions 
like this. And without that 
will, which is severely lacking 
in the city right now, the eco-
nomically strong will roll over 
everyone.

Let’s call it: Big Tech sprawl. 
Like urban sprawl — in which 
developers covered the cheapest 
land with housing and shop-
ping malls, then let the public 

sector subsidize the roads and 
other infrastructure to serve it 
and passed the environmental 
costs on to future generations 
— the Big Tech firms favored 
by the Mayor’s Office will con-
tinue to expand ever outward if 
left unchecked.

Even conservative City 
Economist Ted Egan has warned 
against the city putting too 
many eggs in the basket of an 
industry known for its vola-
tility and boom-bust cycles, 
repeatedly calling for the city 
to diversify its economy. As in 
nature, healthy ecosystems are 
marked by their diversity, while 
monocultures can be quickly 
destroyed by shocks to the sys-
tem.

Just like housing developers 
will build nothing but luxury 
condos if we let them — capital 
always seeks to maximize its 
returns, the most basic law of 
economics — Big Tech will con-
tinue to sprawl outward, greas-
ing its path with political con-
tributions, if San Franciscans 
don’t fight to maintain this 
great city’s diversity. 2

San Francisco to provide 
right to counsel for 
tenants facing eviction

the Big tech firms favored By the mayor’s office will continue to expand ever outward if left unchecked

Stop Big tech sprawl
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Saturday & Sunday Brunch With Live Music
2565 Mission St. • San Francisco, Ca. • 415.920.0577
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPCOMING EVENTS:

www.balancoiresf.com

WEDNESDAY, JULY 9TH: CAT’S CORNER: 
SWING DANCE LESSONS AND LIVE MUSIC

THURSDAY: ELECTRIC SWINGSET

SATURDAY: 1PM WORLD CUP 
VIEWING PARTY 

SUNDAY: 12 PM WORLD CUP FINAL 
VIEWING PARTY ; 6 PM XTRAVAGANZA 
TARDEADA, ARIES TRAVESTI SHOW, DJ

MONDAY & TUESDAY, JULY 14TH & 15TH: 
FROZEN MUSIC FESTIVAL 

BENDER’S GRILL
“SaD GIRLS IN fRoNt of SIGNS”

Photo Exhibition by
Michael Subliminal

& tiny McGee
tuE - fRI 6PM - 11PM • Sat 4PM - 10PM

haPPy houR M-f 4-7PM
whISkEy wED PBR & Shot $5

fREE BBq SuNDayS 4-7PM
www.BENDERSBaR.coM

Bernal Heights 
Collective

*High Grade Cannabis
*Great Selection
*Awesome Edibles
Visit our website for coupons, 
specials & inventory

On-site 
Lounge!

Relax and 
Smoke.

Open 7 days a week 8am-8pm
33 29th St. (w/Mission)
SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895

WWW.BERNALHEIGHTS.ORG
Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis recommendations 
and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Home of the $5 Gram Joint!
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SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895
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and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.
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Home of the $5 Gram Joint!
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Collective

*High Grade Cannabis
*Great Selection
*Awesome Edibles
Visit our website for coupons, 
specials & inventory
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Lounge!
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Open 7 days a week 8am-8pm
33 29th St. (w/Mission)
SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895

WWW.BERNALHEIGHTS.ORG
Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis recommendations 
and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Home of the $5 Gram Joint!

3225 22nd ST. @ miSSion SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com

FRi 7/11 AT 10Pm $5
LAST niTE

2000S indiE dAnCE PARTy. now 2nd 
FRidAyS AT ThE mAkE ouT Room! - 

PoST Punk, dAnCE Punk, FREAk FoLk, 
SynTh PoP, nu RAvE, ChiLL-wAvE & 

GARAGE - w/ dJS JAmiE JAmS & EmdEE 

SAT 7/  12 AT  10Pm    
$5 bEFoRE 11Pm, $10 AFTER

EL SuPERRiTmo! 
dJ EL kooL kyLE y dJ RoGER máS 
- CumbiA, dAnCEhALL, hiP-hoP, 

REGGAETon, SALSA buEnA y mAS  
bAiLAbLES PA’ LAS nEnAS 

Your 
World Cup 

Headquarters!

3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness
415-550-7510

Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM • Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALEnCIA nEAR 17Th

Elbo Room pREsEnts

lA GEntE
CAnDElARIA
KUsH ARoRA, RAsA VItAlIA

bERsA DIsCos pREsEnts

toRmEntA 
tRopICAl 
wItH spECIAl GUEst 

DJ blAss (pUERto RICo) 
REsIDEnt DJs oRo 11 & 
DEEJAY tHEoRY (bERsA DIsCos)

fri

7/11

9:30pM

$12

sat

7/12

10pm  
$5 b4 
11pm
$10 

AftER

www.sfbg.com/mission-guide 

In association with the Mission Merchants:

Southern Exposure’s Annual Monster Drawing Rally
Join Southern Exposure on July 11 for their famous annual Monster Drawing 
Rally, an incredible live drawing and fundraiser event where over 120 artists 
work side by side. As spectators spy on the creative process, sketches morph 
into full-fledged artworks – immediately available for just $60 a piece. All 
proceeds directly support Southern Exposure’s programs. DJs will be playing 
music for drawing and dancing all night long! Curbside food available 
for purchase from Kasa Indian Truck and Hey, Cookie! and beer from New 
Belgium Brewing Company!
Friday, July 11 at 6pm @ Verdi Club, 2424 Mariposa St., SF

 VALENCIA CYCLERY
1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) • SF

SALES 415-550-6600 • REPAIRS 415-550-6601
Mon-Sat 10-6, Thu 10-7, Sun 11-5

valenciacyclery.com

SF’s largest
& most complete

Repair Shop!

We’ve got more 
bikes on sale, in stock
& ready to ride than
anyone else around!

Hybrid/City
Bikes Kids Bikes

Mountain BikesRoad Bikes
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BY STEVEN T. JONES
steve@sfbg.com

NEWS Political tensions over evic-
tions, displacement, real estate 
speculation, and rapidly rising 
housing costs in San Francisco 
are likely to heat up through the 
summer and autumn as a trio of 
November ballot measures are 
debated and combated by what’s 
expected to be a flood of campaign 
cash from developers and other real 
estate interests.

Topping the list is a tax mea-
sure to discourage the flipping of 
properties by real estate speculators. 
Known generally as the anti-spec-
ulation tax something then-Sup. 
Harvey Milk was working on at the 
time of his assassination in 1978 it 
was the leading goal to come out of 
a citywide series of tenant conven-
tions at the beginning of this year 
(see “Staying power,” 2/11/14).

”To be in a position to pass 
the last thing Harvey Milk worked 
on is a profound opportunity,” 
AIDS Housing Alliance head Brian 
Basinger told us, arguing the mea-
sure is more important now then 
ever.

The measure has been placed 
on the ballot by Sups. John Avalos, 
David Campos, Jane Kim, and 
Eric Mar and is scheduled for a 
public hearing before the Board of 
Supervisors Rules Committee on 
July 10 at 2pm.

”It’s an absolutely key issue for 
San Francisco right now. Passing 

Taxing 
speculators

Rival housing measures debated in City Hall, 
previewing high-stakes battles at the ballot

NEWS
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this measure will create a seismic 
shift in what we’re seeing with 
evictions and displacement in the 
city,” Sara Shortt, director of the 
Housing Rights Committee, told 
the Guardian.

The measure creates a supple-
mental surcharge on top of the 
city’s existing real estate transfer 
tax, a progressive rate ranging from 
a 24 percent tax on the sale of a 
property within one year of its pur-
chase to 14 percent if sold between 
four and five years later.

In addition to levying the tax, 
the measure would also give the 
Board of Supervisors the power to 
waive that tax “subject to certain 
affordability-based restrictions on 
the occupancy of the real property,” 
giving the city leverage to expand 
and preserve deed-restricted afford-
able housing.

Meanwhile, there’s been a flur-
ry of backroom negotiations sur-
rounding the City Housing Balance 
Requirement measure sponsored by 
Sup. Jane Kim, which would require 
market rate housing projects to get 
a conditional use permit and be 
subjected to greater scrutiny when 
affordable housing falls below 30 
percent of total housing construc-
tion (with a number exemptions, 
including projects with fewer than 
24 units).

That measure is scheduled for a 
hearing by the Rules Committee on 
July 24 and, as an amendment to 
the City Charter, it needs six votes 
by the Board of Supervisors to make 

the ballot (the anti-speculation tax 
is an initiative that requires only 
the four supervisorial signatures 
that it now has).

Mayor Ed Lee and his allies 
in the development community 
responded to Kim’s measure by 
quickly cobbling together a rival 
initiative, Build Housing Now, 
which restates existing housing 
goals Lee announced during his 
State of the City speech in January 
and includes a poison pill that 
would invalidate Kim’s housing bal-
ance measure.

Together, the measures will 
draw key battle lines in what has 
become the defining political ques-
tion in San Francisco these days: 
Who gets to live here?

COMBATING SPECULATORS
In February, Mayor Lee and his 

allies in the tech world, most nota-
bly venture capitalist Ron Conway, 
finally joined housing and other 
progressive activists in decrying the 
role that real estate speculators have 
played in the city’s current eviction 
and displacement crisis.

”We have some of the best 
tenant protections in the country, 
but unchecked real estate specula-
tion threatens too many of our res-
idents,” Lee said in a Feb. 24 press 
release announcing his support for 
Sen. Mark Leno’s Ellis Act reform 
measure SB 1439. “These specula-
tors are turning a quick profit at the 
expense of long time tenants and 
do nothing to add needed housing 
in our City.”

The legislation, which would 
have prevented property owners 
from evicting tenants using the 
Ellis Act for at least five years, failed 
in the Legislature last month. So 
will Lee honor his own rhetoric 
and support the anti-speculation 
tax? His Communications Director 
Christine Falvey said Lee hasn’t 
yet taken a position on the mea-
sure, but “the mayor remains very 
concerned about real estate specu-
lators.”

Peter Cohen of the Council of 
Community Housing Organization 
said Lee and his allies should 
support the measure: “It seems so 
clearly aligned with the same intent 
and some of the same mechanics 
as Ellis Act reform, which had the 
whole city family behind it.”

”I think it would be very con-
sistent with their position on Ellis 
Act reform to support the anti-spec-
ulation tax,” Shortt told us. “If the 
mayor and tech companies went 
to bat for the anti-speculation tax, 

and not against it, that would show 
they have real concern about dis-
placement and aren’t just giving it 
lip service.”

Conway’s pro-tech group sf.citi 
didn’t returned Guardian calls on 
the issue, nor did San Francisco 
Planning and Urban Research 
Association, but their allies in the 
real estate industry strongly oppose 
it.

”As Realtors, our goals are to 
increase housing availability and 
improve housing affordability,” San 
Francisco Association of Realtors 
CEO Walk Baczkowski told the 
Guardian. “We don’t believe the 
proposal from Sup. Mar, which is 
essentially a tax on housing, will 
accomplish either of those goals.”

But supporters of the measure 
say real estate speculation only 
serves to drive up housing costs.

”We have been successful at 
bringing people around on the 
issue of real estate speculation,” 
Basinger told us. “But of course, 
there will be financed opposition. 
People will invest their money to 
protect their interests.”

”We know it’s going to be a 
fight and we’ll have to put in a lot 
of resources,” Shortt said, adding 
that it’s a fight that tenant activist 
want to have. “Part of what fuels 
all of this [displacement] is the 
rampant real estate speculation. We 
can’t put profits above people.”

MAYOR’S MEASURE
Falvey denies that Lee’s pro-

posal is designed simply to negate 
Kim’s measure: “Build Housing 
Now specifically asks the voters 
to adopt as official city policy the 
Mayor’s Housing Plan to create 
30,000 new homes by 2020 the 
majority within reach of low, mod-
erate, and middle income residents. 
This is not a reaction, but a proac-
tive measure that lets voters weigh 
in on one of the mayor’s most 
important policy priorities.”

Yet the most concrete thing it 
would do is sabotage the housing 
balance measure, an intention 
it states in its opening words: 
“Ordinance amending the Planning 
Code to prohibit additional land 
use requirements such as condi-
tional use authorizations, variances 
or other requirements on housing 
projects...based on a cumulative 
housing balance ratio or other sim-
ilar criteria related to achieving a 
certain ration of affordability.”

Beyond that, it would have 
voters validate Lee’s housing goal 
and “urge the Mayor to develop 

by December 31, 2014 a Housing 
Action Plan to realize this goal.” 
The measure is filled with that 
sort of vague and unenforceable 
language, most of it designed to 
coax voters into thinking it does 
more than it would actually do. 
For example, it expands Lee’s stat-
ed goal of 30 percent of that new 
housing being affordable by setting 
a goal of “over 50 percent within 
reach of low and middle income 
households.”

But unlike most city housing 
policies that use the affordable 
housing threshold of those earning 
120 percent of area median income 
(AMI) and below, Lee’s measure 
eschews that definition, allowing 
him and his developer allies to later 
define “middle income households” 
however they choose. Falvey told us 
“he means the households in the 
50-150 percent of AMI range.”

The measure would also study 
the central premise of Mayor 
Lee’s housing policy, the idea that 
building more market rate hous-
ing would bring down the overall 
price of housing for everyone, a 
trickle-down economic argument 
refuted by many affordable hous-
ing advocates who say the San 
Francisco housing market just 
doesn’t work that way because of 
insatiable and inelastic demand.

”Within 60 days of the effec-
tive date of this measure, the 
Planning Department is directed 
and authorized to undertake an 
economic nexus analysis to analyze 
the impact of luxury development 
on the demand for middle income 
housing in the City, and explore 
fees or other revenue sources that 
could help mitigate this impact,” 
the measure states.

Shortt thinks the mayor’s 
measure is deceptive: “It’s clever 
because for those not in the know, 
it looks like a different way to solve 
the problem.” But she said the 
housing balance measure works 
well with the anti-speculation tax 
because “one way to keep that bal-
ance is to make sure we don’t lose 
existing rental stock.”

And advocates say the 
anti-speculation tax is the best tool 
out there for preserving the rental 
housing relied on by nearly two-
thirds of city residents.

”It’s the best measure we have 
going now,” Basinger said of the 
anti-displacement tax. “Mayor Ed 
Lee and his tech supporters were 
unable to rally enough support at 
the state level to reform the Ellis 
Act, so this is it, folks.” 2
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BY JOe FItzGeRAlD RODRIGUez
Joe@sfbg.com

Red explosions and yellow star-
bursts lit the sky, accompanied by 
the requisite oohs and aahs.

San Franciscans sat by the beach 
at Aquatic Park celebrating our 
nation’s independence, eyes fixed 
upwards. But all around them, a 
team of independent scavengers, 
mostly ignored, methodically 
combed the Wharf, plucking cans 
and bottles from the ground and 
overflowing trash bins.

Often derided as thieves or 
parasites, these workers are cogs 
in a grand machine instituted by 
California’s Bottle Bill in 1986, 
forming a recycling redemption 
economy meant to spur environ-
mentalism with market principles.

The concept is simple. Taxpayers 
pay an extra five cents when they 
buy a can or bottle, and may 
redeem that nickel by trading the 
used can or bottle in at a recycling 
center. Thus, more recycling is 

spurred.
But now a wave of recycling 

center evictions is causing San 
Francisco’s grassroots recycling 
economy to crumble, and newly 
released numbers reveal just how 
much stands to be lost by the trend.

San Franciscan recyclers may 
miss out on millions of dollars in 
redemption, local mom-and-pop 
stores could wind up on the hook 
for millions of dollars in state fees, 
and neighborhoods stand to be 
besieged by recyclers flocking to the 
few remaining recycling centers.

Recycling activists and local 
businesses are pushing for change, 
but NIMBY interests are pushing for 
more of the same.

SOlUtION IS the pROBlem
San Francisco Community Recyclers 
is on the parking lot of Safeway’s 
Church and Market location, and 
after months of legal entanglement, 
the recycling center’s eviction draws 
near. Still, SFCR is making a show of 
resistance.

The San Francisco Sheriff’s 
Department is set to evict the recy-
cling center within a week or so, 
as the rebel recyclers have so far 
refused to vacate voluntarily.

Sup. Scott Wiener says he’ll be 
glad to see them gone.

“This recycling center caused 
enormous problems in our neigh-
borhood,” he told the Guardian. 
This particular Safeway lies within 
the boundaries of his district, and 
Wiener says his constituents com-
plain the recycling centers draw too 
many unruly patrons, who are often 
homeless.

“There is problem behavior 
around the center in terms of camp-
ing and harassing behavior, defe-
cation, urination in a much more 
concentrated way,” he said.

But others say the not-in-my-
backyard evictions only serve to 
create a ripple effect. The catalyst is 
a story we’ve reported on before: As 
well-heeled Golden Gate Park neigh-
bors complained of homeless recy-
cling patrons and waged a success-
ful campaign to shutter the Haight 
Ashbury Recycling Center two years 
ago, the clientele adjusted by flock-
ing to the Church and Market recy-
cling center. New numbers illustrate 
this outcome.

Susan Collins is the president of 

the Container Recycling Institute, a 
nonprofit that conducts analysis on 
recycling data. On average nation-
wide, Collins said, one recycling 
center serves about 2,000 people.

But since 2012 the number of 
recycling centers in San Francisco 
has been reduced from 21 to 7, 
causing Church and Market’s ser-
vice population to boom closer 
to 40,000, a difference that has 
more to do with the closures than 
the density of the area. Data from 
CalRecycle shows almost half of 
the city’s populace lacks a recycling 
center within close proximity, forc-
ing patrons to overwhelm the few 
remaining centers.

“This makes it a chicken and 
egg process,” Collins told us. “For 
people to have the perception that 
the site is attracting so many peo-
ple, they have to realize it’s because 
there are so few sites to begin with.”

Late last month, 
Assemblymember Tom Ammiano 
wrote to Safeway Chief Executive 
Officer Robert L. Edwards, urging 
the grocery chain to reverse its 
decision to evict San Francisco 
Community Recyclers from the 
Church and Market Safeway.

“Safeway has such a long his-
tory of supporting sustainability 
efforts,” Ammiano wrote, “and 

I truly believe that it can do so 
again.” Safeway, however, has other 
concerns.

“As curbside recycling has 
increased in San Francisco and 
around the state,” Safeway Director 
of Public Affairs Keith Turner wrote 
to Ammiano, “Safeway’s focus on 
recycling has evolved as well.”

Safeway is now also flouting 
local and state laws to throw recy-
clers off its back. CalRecycle, the 
state’s recycling agency, performed 
an inspection in April of the 
Diamond Heights Safeway. It found 
that the grocer failed to accept recy-
clables and offer state guaranteed 
redemption, despite signing an 
affidavit with CalRecycle pledging 
to do just that. CalRecycle cited 
that location and two other San 
Francisco Safeways for noncompli-
ance with the bottle bill.

And that’s just the violations 
CalRecycle has documented so 
far. Ed Dunn, owner and opera-
tor of San Francisco Community 
Recyclers, has initiated his own 
investigation into Safeway state-
wide, filing complaints with 
CalRecycle alleging that as many as 
75 Safeway stores aren’t following 
the mandates of their affidavits 
and offering redemption for recy-
clables.

Recycle-pocalypse
As recycling centers close en masse throughout the 
city, small businesses may owe millions in fees

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 >>

BY ReBeCCA BOwe
rebecca@sfbg.com

San Francisco elected officials fre-
quently celebrate the ambitious city-
wide goal of sending zero waste to 
the landfill by 2020, an environmen-
tal feat widely viewed as attainable 
since the current waste diversion rate 
stands at a stellar 80 percent.

Official city numbers — based 
on reporting by Recology, a com-
pany that has a monopoly on trash 
collection and curbside recycling in 
San Francisco — demonstrate that 
only 20 percent of all city dwellers’ 
trash ends up in a landfill, that 
unenlightened dead end for matter 
discarded from our lives, never to be 
reprocessed.

Yet a lawsuit against Recology 
exposed some inconsistencies in the 
company’s record-keeping. It also 
shed light on how some material 
counted as “diverted” is routinely 
sent to a landfill anyway, a practice 
that muddies the concept of the 
city’s Zero Waste program but is nev-
ertheless legal under state law.

On June 17, a San Francisco jury 
determined that Recology misrepre-
sented the amount of waste diverted 
from the landfill in 2008, enabling 
it to collect an incentive payment of 

$1.36 million for meeting the goal. 
The verdict compels Recology to pay 
the money back to the city, since it 
was obtained after submitting a false 
claim.

The outcome of this lawsuit 
— brought by a former manager 
of the Tunnel Road recycling Buy 
Back facility, who also claims he 
was retaliated against for trying to 
expose fraud — highlights some 
larger questions. Was this inaccuracy 
unique to 2008, or are Recology’s 
numbers always a little fuzzy? Are 
there adequate safeguards in place to 
prevent the company from fudging 
the numbers, particularly when both 
company and city officials have an 
incentive to exaggerate the diver-
sion rate? And if what’s on paper 
doesn’t quite square with reality, 
is San Francisco really keeping as 

much garbage out of the landfill 
as the city’s Department of the 
Environment says it is?

Attorney David Anton, who 
represented the former Recology 
employee, Brian McVeigh, said he 
found it odd that San Francisco offi-
cials didn’t show much interest in 
collaborating to recover the bonus 
money, even though millions of 
dollars was potentially at stake. Since 
damages are trebled under the False 
Claims Act, cited in the lawsuit, 
Recology could ultimately be made 
to fork over the incentive payment 
three times over.

“The city’s representative in the 
Department of the Environment 
actually testified that he hoped this 
lawsuit would be unsuccessful,” 
Anton recounted. He guessed that 
officials remained on the sidelines 

because in San Francisco’s political 
power centers, “relationships with 
Recology are so close and tight. It 
was a very strange thing,” he went 
on, “to be pursuing this lawsuit, try-
ing to get money to the city, and the 
city’s representatives are saying, ‘we 
don’t want it.’ ”

Recology has filed post-trial 
motions in a bid to have the pen-
alty reduced, “asking the court to 
decide whether there was any evi-
dence at trial that there were public 
funds in the Diversion Incentive 
Account, and if so, how much,” 
explained Recology spokesperson 
Eric Potashner. “We expect a ruling 
this summer.”

Department of the Environment 
spokesperson Guillermo Rodriguez 
told the Guardian that Robert Haley, 
manager of the department’s Zero 

Waste team, was unavailable for 
comment before press time. With 
regard to the lawsuit, Rodriguez 
noted, “The city has been following 
the trial closely and is awaiting the 
judge’s ruling on post-trial motions 
before determining any reaction.”

FAlSe ClAImS
The False Claims Act is designed 
to recover damages to government 
when false statements are made to 
obtain money or avoid making pay-
ments. It has a provision allowing 
whistleblowers, such as McVeigh, 
to lead the charge on seeking civil 
enforcement action. The whis-
tleblower may be eligible to receive a 
share of recovery.

Under the bonus incentive pro-
gram, Recology sets aside extra cash 
— collected from garbage customers’ 
payments — in a segregated account. 
But it cannot withdraw funds from 
that account unless it hits the city’s 
established waste-reduction targets. 
Recology submitted paperwork to 
the city in 2008 showing that it met 
the diversion goals, so it was allowed 
to withdraw the money.

But the lawsuit demonstrated 
that Recology actually fell short 
of those goals — and apparently, 

Garbage game
news for more news content visit

sfbg.com/politics

Is Recology fudging the figures on how much SF waste is being diverted from the 
landfill, with the complicity of city officials?
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nobody in city government ever 
followed up to check whether the 
reporting was accurate.

A key reason the jury ruled 
against Recology on this particular 
claim, according to Anton, was that 
it was found to have misclassified 
some construction and demolition 
waste as “diverted” material. Under 
state law, when ground-up con-
struction debris is used to cover the 
top of a landfill — to prevent pests, 
fires, and odors, for example — it’s 
counted as “alternative daily cover.” 
Trash in this category winds up in a 
landfill, just like any other trash. But 
state law allows garbage companies 
to count it as “diverted,” just as if it 
were an aluminum can tossed into 
the blue bin.

The lawsuit claimed that 
Recology tried to count a great many 
tons of construction and demolition 
waste as “alternative daily cover” 
when in reality, it should have been 
counted as just plain trash.

Solano County records show that 
a landfill inspector had flagged an 
“area of concern” after discovering 
solid waste mixed in with construc-
tion debris Recology shipped to a 
landfill for use as that top layer. 
“It looks like they didn’t do a good 
enough job of cleaning out that 
material,” CalRecycle spokesperson 
Mark Oldfield noted as he pulled 
up the report from 2008 at the 
Guardian’s request.

Had the material gone to the 
landfill as just plain garbage, instead 
of “alternative daily cover,” Recology 
would have had to count it as waste 
sent to the landfill, instead of waste 
diverted from the landfill. That 
would have meant falling short of 
the waste diversion goal, hence los-
ing out on the $1.36 million.

“Recology kept this completely 
secret from San Francisco,” accord-
ing to Anton.

Recology spokesperson Eric 
Potashner said it was actually a bit 
more complicated — the company 
challenged the inspector’s findings, 
he said. “The local enforcement 
agency in Solano County had 
questions about that material,” but 
Recology never received a cease-and-
desist order, he added. “When we 
had talked to jurors after the fact, 
that was the issue that seemed to 
sway them. In 2008 we didn’t make 
that bonus by that much. They 
thought we shouldn’t have been able 
to count that as diversion because of 
this issue.”

Either way, the incident expos-
es a strange reality: When San 
Francisco city officials trumpet the 

citywide success of “diverting” 80 
percent of all waste from the land-
fill, some portion of that 80 percent 
actually winds up in a landfill 
anyhow. Whether the construction 
debris counted as “alternative daily 
cover” has trash mixed into it or not, 
it’s still destined to wind up in a big, 
environmentally unfriendly trash 
heap.

CONCRete NUmBeRS
The lawsuit highlighted a few other 
red flags, too, raising more questions 
about the city’s true diversion num-
bers. For instance, the suit claimed 
that Recology was involved in a sys-
tem of digging up concrete from its 
own parking lots, to be handed over 
to concrete recyclers as “diverted” 
waste.

“Recology facilities have large 
areas of concrete pads,” the com-
plaint noted. “Management of 
Recology ... directed Recology work 
crews in 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 
to cut out sections of concrete pads 
and deliver the removed concrete to 
concrete recyclers, to falsely inflate 
the diversion incentive reported to 
SF.”

The waste management compa-
ny then “solicited cement companies 
to deliver and dispose of excess and 
rejected concrete loads to Recology, 
to fill in the removed concrete 
pad sections,” according to the 
complaint. Those shipments were 
brought in on trucks that weren’t 
weighed at entry, and then placed in 
the concrete pads. Management then 
had work crews remove the same 
concrete that had been delivered, 
shipped it to the concrete recyclers, 
and reported it “as diverted from 
being disposed in a landfill,” the suit 
noted.

This account was corroborated 
by a Guardian source unrelated the 

lawsuit, but nonetheless familiar 
with the inner workings of the com-
pany. “They would take the concrete 
across the road — right across the 
street,” this person confirmed.

Asked to provide an explanation 
for this, Recology’s Potashner said, 
“it is clear, and wasn’t even chal-
lenged by the plaintiff at trial, that 
recycled concrete is diverted, wheth-
er it had been from Recology’s lots or 
anywhere else.”

McVeigh’s case stemmed from 
his realization, while working as 

a manager at Recology’s Tunnel 
Road recycling buyback facility, 
that employees there were routinely 
marking up the weights of recycla-
ble materials brought in, in order 
to pay out certain customers more 
than they were actually owed. The 
suit suggests that these routinely 
inflated California redemption value 
(CRV) tags contributed to Recology 
missing its waste-diversion targets, 
but the jury ultimately sided against 
the plaintiff on this question since 
it amounted to a financial loss for 
Recology, not the city.

The complaint included tag 
numbers and logs of scale weights 
that didn’t match up, showing a 
pattern of fraudulent dealings at the 
buyback center. In November 2007, 
for example, “ticket reports showed 
that 23.4 tons of aluminum CRV 
cans were purchased at the Bayshore 
Buyback Center, yet only 16.56 tons 
existed and were shipped.”

Asked about these claims, 
Potashner acknowledged that there 
may have been some “knuckleheads” 
involved in messing with the scales 
at the buyback center, but asserted 
that such activity had since been 
addressed. He added, “If there were 
any staffing issues around theft, that 
was actually affecting Recology’s 
books,” not the public.

Oldfield, the CalRecycle spokes-

person, noted that a long list of 
paperwork violations had been 
recorded in 2010, but he said the 
company appeared to have been in 
compliance since then — based on 
logs from inspectors’ visits once a 
year.

Another problem uncovered in 
the trial, Anton said, had to do with 
Recology misrepresenting tons of 
garbage from out of county, so that it 
would be counted outside the param-
eters of the waste diversion program. 
Potashner said that had been correct-
ed, adding, “the out-of-county waste 
is really a small volume.”

But he confirmed that yet anoth-
er practice brought to light in this 
lawsuit is ongoing, revealing a sur-
prising end for some of the stuff that 
gets tossed into the green compost 
bins.

mANY ShADeS OF GReeN
According to every colorful flier sent 
out by Recology, the stuff that goes 
into the green bin gets composted. 
The green bin is for compost. The 
blue bin is for recycling. The black 
bin is for trash that goes to the land-
fill. This is the fundamental basis of 
Recology’s waste collection operation 
and, taking the company and the 
Department of the Environment at 
face value, one would assume that 80 
percent of all waste was being pro-

news san francisco community recyclers is being evicted, part of a string of closures. 
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Recology’s political connections in San 
Francisco run deep. Years ago, when 
former San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown 
served as speaker of the California 
Assembly, he also worked as a lawyer 
for Recology, which was then known as 
Norcal Waste Systems.

Campaign finance archives show 
that when Brown ran for mayor in 1995, 
he received multiple campaign contri-
butions from Norcal employees in what 
appeared to be a coordinated fashion.

Brown continues to be influential in 
the city’s political landscape due to his 
close relationship with Mayor Ed Lee, 
who himself came under scrutiny in his 
capacity as head of the Department 
of Public Works in 1999 when he was 
accused of granting Norcal a major rate 
increase as a reward for political dona-
tions to Brown.

In 2010, when Recology submitted 
a bid for a lucrative waste-disposal con-
tract proposing to haul waste to its Yuba 
County landfill, Lee reviewed its proposal 
in his then-capacity as city administra-
tor. As the Guardian reported (see “Trash 
talk,” 3/30/10), Lee recommended 
far higher scores for Recology than his 
counterparts on the contract review 
team, a key to the company winning the 

landfill contract over competitor Waste 
Management Inc.

Before Lee declared his mayoral can-
didacy in 2011, news reports indicated 
that powerful Chinatown consultant Rose 
Pak had worked in tandem with Recology 
executives on a campaign effort, “Run 
Ed Run,” organized to urge Lee to launch 
a mayoral bid. Company employees had 
also been instructed to help gather signa-
tures to petition Lee to run for mayor, news 
reports indicated, but Pak publicly denied 
her role coordinating this effort.

David Anton, the attorney for former 
Recology employee Brian McVeigh, 
emphasized that Recology’s close ties to 
powerful city officials might have some-
thing to do with the city’s lack of interest 
in targeting the company for the improp-
erly received incentive payments.

Yet Recology spokesperson Eric 
Potashner called this assertion “com-
pletely untrue. Recology meets with the 
various city departments and regulators 
weekly. We are constantly improving our 
controls and practices for handling the 
city’s ever-changing waste stream; often 
at the behest of city regulators.”

Recology and its predecessor com-
panies have maintained the exclusive 
right to collect commercial and residen-

tial refuse in San Francisco since 1932, 
and rates are routinely raised for city 
garbage customers, based on the com-
pany’s own reporting that its costs are 
increasing.

“I can tell you today, there will be 
another significant increase on July 
21, 2016” — five years after the last 
rate increase — “because they have a 
monopoly,” said neighborhood activist 
and District 10 supervisorial candidate 
Tony Kelly, who previously worked on a 
ballot measure that sought to have the 
city’s refuse collection contract go out 
for a competitive bid. “When you have a 
closed system ... then it’s entirely a black 
box. It’ll all be self-reported. It’s too pow-
erful of an incentive.”

An industry insider familiar with 
Recology echoed this point, adding that 
cozy relationships with local officials 
make it easier for the self-reporting to 
escape scrutiny.

“It’s a political business,” this per-
son said. “In San Francisco, they’re really 
a political organization.” Since the rate 
is guaranteed, this person added, the 
mentality is that there’s plenty of wiggle 
room for financial losses and expendi-
tures such as generous political contri-
butions. “If you’re losing any money, you 
just ask for it back when you do your next 
rate increase. The city doesn’t have any 
objection. The ratepayers just get stuck 
with it.” (Rebecca Bowe)

Recology is “a political business”
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cessed through the blue and green 
waste streams.

Instead, some of what gets tossed 
into green bins makes its way to a 
landfill.

The green-bin waste is shipped 
to a Recology facility where it’s 
turned into compost, a process 
that involves sifting through giant 
screens. But some of what gets pro-
cessed, known as “overs” because it 
isn’t fine enough to drop through 
the screens, is routinely transferred 
to a nearby landfill, where it’s spread 
atop the trash pile. Once again, this 
six-inch topper of neutralizing mate-
rial is known as “alternative daily 
cover.”

Although Recology could con-
vert 100 percent of its green-bin 
waste into soil-nourishing compost, 
the practice of using partially pro-
cessed green-bin waste for “alter-
native daily cover” is cheap — and 
it’s perfectly legal under California 
law. Roughly 10 percent of what gets 
tossed into the compost bins is used 
in this way, Recology confirmed.

“There are some people who 
will say using green waste isn’t 
really diversion,” acknowledged Jeff 
Danzinger, a spokesperson with 
CalRecycle, which oversees recycling 
programs in California counties. 
“There’s some people who say we 
should stop that practice because 
that just incentivizes a landfill solu-
tion for green waste. But if some-
body’s saying green waste shouldn’t 
go into a landfill and get counted as 
diversion, it’s an opinion.”

Nor is it something the city 
objects to. The Department of the 
Environment is aware of this prac-
tice, Recology’s Potashner told the 
Bay Guardian. Yet the city agency 
has never raised formal concerns 
about it, despite a mandate under its 
composting program agreement that 
the company use green-bin waste for 
the highest and best possible use.

But there’s no incentive for any-
one in city government to complain: 
Recology may legally count this dis-
carded material as “diverted” in offi-
cial reporting, thus edging it closer 
to an annual bonus payment. San 
Francisco, meanwhile, may count 
it as part of the 80 percent that was 
successfully diverted — thus edging 
it closer to the ambitious Zero Waste 
program goal.

“It’s great PR to say you’re the 
highest recycling,” noted the person 
who was familiar with the company, 
but wasn’t part of the lawsuit. “It’s 
almost a movement more than reali-
ty. But who’s really watching for the 
public on these numbers? There’s 
no watchdog. It’s all about bragging 
rights.”

On the other side of the fence, Safeway 
and other recycling-center critics (such as 
Chronicle columnist C.W. Nevius) are essen-
tially saying, who cares? Don’t we all just use 
blue bins nowadays?

The short answer: Nope.

makinG Green, GoinG Green
“Why do we need recycling centers if we have 
curbside recycling?” Sup. Eric Mar asked the 
deputy director of recycling at CalRecycle, 
point blank.

Jose Ortiz responded in less than a beat. 
“While some communities think curbside 
operations ensure the state’s goals of collecting 
[recyclables], the reality is that 90 percent of 
recycling volume is collected through recycling 
centers, not curbside programs,” he said from 
the podium.

That number came as a shock to many at 
the Board of Supervisors Neighborhood Services 
and Safety Committee June 19, including 
Sups. Mar, David Campos, and Norman Yee. 
Only 8 percent of recycling statewide comes 
through blue bins, CalRecyle confirmed to the 
Guardian.

Nor is that limited to California: Data from 
the Container Recycling Institute shows that 
the 10 states with recycling redemption laws 
produce such a high rate of return that they 
account for 46 percent of the nation’s recycling. 
And since California Redemption Value recy-
cling is pre-sorted, experts note, the bottles are 
often recycled whole (as opposed to broken) 
which can be used for higher-grade recycling 
purposes.

So for the city with a mandated goal of zero 
waste by 2020, the case for keeping recycling 
centers open is an environmental one. It’s also 
fiscal.

San Franciscans make $18 million a year 
selling back recyclables, Ortiz said, most of 
which went directly into the pockets of recy-
clers. Those scavengers at the Fourth of July 
festivities may have only collected five cents per 
can, but that’s enough to buoy the income of 
many poor San Franciscans.

At the recycling hearing, David Mangan 
approached the podium to speak. His red hat 
was clean and his grey sweatshirt was ironed, 
but his face was worn with worry-lines and 
creases.

“I can’t walk more than about eight blocks 
at a time, and I’m unemployable because of my 
disabilities,” he told the committee. Recycling 
centers are a lifeline, he added. “I need this job, 
I’m on a limited income. I need the help they 
offer. I need them to stay open, please.”

Critics say some poor and homeless depend 
on a black market of recycling truck drivers 
who trade drugs for cans and bottles, then turn 
to recycling centers to make a profit. But those 
at the hearing said the extinction of recycling 
centers actually helps the mobile, black market 
recycling fleets bloom, as motorists have an eas-
ier time shuttling recyclables across the city.

So recyclers are increasingly forced to rely 
on these so-called “mosquito fleets” for far-
flung trips to cash in their bottles.

Small BuSineSS BuSt
Meanwhile, recycling center evictions are 
becoming a source of anxiety within the small 
business community.

State law establishes a half-mile radius 
called a “convenience zone” around any super-
market that annually makes more than $2 mil-
lion. The supermarket is mandated to provide 
recycling on-site, accept recyclables in-store, or 
opt to pay a $100 a day fee.

With the eviction of SFCR from Church 
and Market, Safeway may opt to pay the fee. 
But that gap would leave surrounding busi-
nesses inside that convenience zone with the 
same options: accept recyclables in-store or pay 
$36,000 a year.

Miriam Zouzounis of the Arab-American 
Grocer Association said those options are 
daunting for liquor stores and mom-and-pop 
grocers.

“We just don’t have the space for [recy-
cling],” she said at the hearing. If SFCR were to 
close, the total of small businesses shouldering 
the burden of state recycling fees would jump 
from 100 to more than 360, said Regina Dick-
Endrizzi, director of the city’s Office of Small 
Business.

All told, San Francisco small businesses 

would be made to send $12.96 million in annu-
al fees to California coffers because a few super-
markets didn’t want to handle recyclables. Mar 
is now calling upon all involved to step up and 
solve this glaring problem.

SolutionS on the way
This week the Board of Supervisors is tenta-
tively set to vote on a moratorium of recycling 
center evictions, introduced by Mar on June 24. 
The pause would give Mar time to form a work 
group with those involved: Department of the 
Environment, Department of Public Works, 
CalRecycle, local supermarkets, grocers, the 
Coalition on Homelessness, and others to come 
together to form a compromise solution.

Department of the Environment proposed 
a mobile recycling center, which Wiener called 
an equitable solution that would help distribute 
recycling responsibility evenly across the city. 
While that agency did not provide a timeline 
on the creation of a mobile recycling center 
before our deadline, it’s been in the works 
since 2012, when then-District 5 Sup. Christina 
Olague said it was the answer to the Haight 
Ashbury Recycling Center’s closure.

It’s been a long wait for a solution. And in 
the meantime, many more stand to lose.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 >>

news for more news content visit
sfbg.com/politics
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Gifts to mayor 
scrutinized
A major real estate firm, Kilroy 
Realty, contributed $1 million to 
the America’s Cup Organizing 
Committee at the behest of Mayor 
Ed Lee, right around the time it 
won city approval to add six floors 
onto a downtown tech office 
building that was already under 
construction.

While it’s impossible to say 
whether the generous gift had 
anything to do with Kilroy’s 
request to expand its commercial 
office development, the “behested 
payment” reports document-
ing the donation did draw the 
attention of the San Francisco 
Civil Grand Jury, which included 
them in a report titled “Ethics 
in the City: Promise, Practice, or 
Pretense?”

In another example high-
lighted in the report, Mayor Lee 
accepted travel funds for a trip 
to China and Korea last October. 
Contributors who provided more 
than $500 apiece for that trip 
included Uber and Airbnb, both 
tech-based companies whose busi-

nesses stand to be directly impact-
ed by city policies.

The Civil Grand Jury report 
highlighted the shortcomings 
of the San Francisco Ethics 
Commission, an agency tasked 
with ensuring that government 
operations aren’t tainted by con-
flicts of interest or official miscon-
duct.

It also took the Ethics 
Commission to task for being too 
lax on addressing potential con-
flicts of interest, recommending 
that the agency hand over control 
of its major enforcement investiga-
tions to the Fair Political Practices 
Commission, a state agency with a 
more robust team of investigators.

“The Ethics Commission lacks 
resources to handle major enforce-
ment cases,” the Civil Grand Jury 

report noted. “These include, for 
example, cases alleging miscon-
duct, conflict of interest, violating 
campaign finance and lobbying 
laws, and violating post-employ-
ment restrictions.” (Rebecca Bowe)

Pinterest aPP 
rejected
The San Francisco Design Center 
will remain Pinterest-free—for 
now. A ordinance to give the 
building landmark status was 
tabled on Mon/7 after it failed 
to make it out of the Land Use 
and Economic Development 
Committee meeting.

Sup. Malia Cohen noted that 
although she feels the Design 
Center deserves landmark desig-
nation, she doesn’t feel comfort-
able allowing it to take advan-
tage of the loophole that would 
allow social networking website 
Pinterest to evict existing tenants 
and take over the majority of the 
311,000-square-foot building, 
saying it isn’t “in the spirit of the 
law.” So for now, new office use 
isn’t yet permitted in the build-
ing, as its new owners had sought.

In addition, the committee 
moved a resolution regarding 
landmark buildings in Production, 
Distribution and Repair (PDR) 
areas to the full Board of 
Supervisors, recommending 
approval. The resolution impos-
es interim zoning controls that 
would require conditional use 
authorization for office conversion 
in buildings given the landmark 
designation, which would be an 
effort to close the loophole being 
used in the Pinterest case. (Jasper 
Scherer)

tech can “do 
better”
Can Silicon Valley tech companies 
“do better?” With the launch of a 
new website, the industry’s secu-
rity guards have come forward 
with tales of inequality in Silicon 
Valley, and are calling upon 
Google and other big tech compa-
nies to do just that.

Protesting outside Google’s 
I/O conference last week, security 
guards used the annual develop-
ers’ conference to demand tech 
companies pay them living wages. 

They also launched a new website, 
TechCanDoBetter.org.

“We’re trying to change the 
conversation, because so much of 
the narrative is around tech and 
what good it’s doing,” said Alfredo 
Fletes, spokesperson for Service 
Employees International Union. 
Fletes said a Google representative 
recently agreed to meet with SEIU 
to address the security guards’ 
concerns, but added that this was 
the first the union had heard from 
the spokesperson since last year.

Google hasn’t addressed the 
issue head on. “Thousands of 
Googlers call the Bay Area home, 
and we want to be good neigh-
bors,” noted a public statement 
issued by the company. “Since 
2011 we’ve given more than $70 
million to local projects and 
employees have volunteered thou-
sands of hours in the communi-
ty.”

The average Silicon Valley 
security guard, Fletes said, 
will earn $22,000 this year. In 
TechCanDoBetter.org’s video 
game (aptly named Dream 
Crushers), users are invited to 
play the role of a struggling secu-
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exchange tomorrow
buy * sell*tradebuy*sell*trade

exchange tomorrow
buy * sell*trade

exchange

Bu� aloExchange.com

MISSION DIST:  1210 Valencia St. • 415-647-8332
HAIGHT:  1555 Haight St. • 415-431-7733
BERKELEY:  2585 Telegraph Ave. • 510-644-9202

INCLUDES
TEETH CLEANING• 4 BITE WING X-RAYS
COMPLETE EXAM • FREE TOOTHBRUSH

$79 
*

DENTAL
CLEANING EXAM

& X-RAYS

*WITH THIS COUPON, NEW PATIENTS ONLY,
REGULAR PRICE: $225, EXP 7/23/2014

CLAUDE SIDI, DMD
 450 SUTTER • SUITE 1819 • 982-4242
 CLAUDESIDI.COM

© RALPH A. CLEVENGER

OPEN HOUSE

Find employment rates, financial obligations and other 
disclosures at www.brooks.edu/disclosures. REQ0706307

5301 NORTH VENTURA AVENUE, VENTURA, CA 93001

brooks.edu

RESERVE YOUR SPACE  
at BrooksInstituteOpenHouse.eventbrite.com.  
For more information, please call (800) 627-2101.

SATURDAY, JULY 12, 2014 @ 9:30AM

ORDER ONLINE: www.goathill.com

Potrero Hill
Dine in • Pick up

300 Connecticut St
415-641-1440

SOMA
Delivery • Pick up

171 Stillman St
415-974-1303

West Portal
Counter Service • Delivery • Pick up

170 West Portal Ave
415-242-GOAT(4628)

San Francisco’s
SOURDOUGH PIZZA

since 1975
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rity guard, which entails making 
tough budget choices. Maybe, for 
instance, you’d like your security 
guard to eat. Maybe you’d like 
him to pay his utility bills. But if 
you try to do all the basic necessi-
ties — transportation, food, utili-
ties, and childcare — you lose.

“You’re not meant to win,” 
Fletes explained. “Security guards 
who played the game said it was 
frustrating,” he added. “But they 
also said their lives were way more 
difficult.” (holly mcDede)

no Payout for 
Prisoner
When a jury in San Francisco 
rejected the civil lawsuit claims 
of Oscar Grant Jr., the imprisoned 
father of Oscar Grant III — who 
was shot to death by then-BART 
Police Officer Johannes Mehserle 
on the platform of Fruitvale 
Station on New Year’s Day 2009 
— were jurors exhibiting a bias 
against convicted criminals?

That’s the contention of 

Grant’s attorney, Waukeen McCoy, 
who tells the Guardian, “I think 
they were trying to find some-
thing to not give him anything 
because he’s in prison,” adding 
that, “The jury clearly did not 
understand the evidence.”

The elder Grant is in prison in 
Solano County for a 1985 murder 
in Oakland, and McCoy said he 
could be granted parole as soon as 
next year. McCoy said any finan-
cial gain in the case would have 
gone to restitution for the family 
of Grant’s victim, to help his 
granddaughter, and to help ease 
his own transition into civilian 
life if paroled.

Grant was divorced from his 
son’s mother, Wanda Johnson, 
but McCoy said both the mother 
and son visited Grant regularly 
in prison. The civil suit and its 
“loss of familial relations” stan-
dard required Grant Jr. to show he 
was affected by Mehserle killing 
his son, and that the shooting 
wasn’t justified, as the courts have 
already concluded.

“The mom clearly wanted her 
son to bond with the father, and 
one reason was to keep him out 
of trouble,” McCoy said, who said 

prison logs showed Johnson visit-
ing Grant 82 times.

But McCoy said Mehserle’s 
attorney, Michael Rains, used the 
log — which didn’t contain the 
younger Grant’s name — to sow 
doubts about the father-and-son 
relationship and deny that his 
son joined the visits, even though 
McCoy says Grant III was along 
on every visit and that was the 
purpose of Johnson visiting her 
ex-husband.

“There was a relationship 
there,” McCoy said.

That prison log was one of a 
few possible grounds for appeal, 
McCoy told us, although they 
haven’t yet made the decision 
whether to appeal. Another was 
possible jury bias after jurors 
were told of previous civil settle-
ments totaling about $3 million 
that Johnson and the slain man’s 
girlfriend, daughter, and friends 
received from BART and Mehserle, 
who was convicted of involuntary 
manslaughter in the killing and 
served about a year in prison.

“There were a lot of things 
going on here. I think the jury 
knew about the previous settle-
ments,” McCoy said, “and they 

didn’t want to award any more.”
Barring a successful appeal, 

this verdict would seem to end 
the emotionally wrenching saga 
involving Mehserle killing Grant, 
which was dramatized in the film 
Fruitvale Station and which led to 
several raucous street demonstra-
tions against police abuse and rac-
ism in Oakland. The tragic event 
ultimately gave rise to state leg-
islation creating limited civilian 
oversight over BART Police. (Steven 
t. Jones)

news briefs

rise uP
wednesday 9
tAlk ON GUN CONtROl
Commonwealth Club SF Club Office, 595 
Market, SF. 6pm, $20 non-members, $12 mem-
bers, $7 students. Michael Waldman, president 
of the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School 
of Law and author of The Second Amendment: A 
Biography will recount the raucous public debate 
surrounding the Second Amendment and gun 
control policy in the United States. In 2008, the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled for the first time that 
the Constitution protects an individual right to 
gun ownership. Waldman argues that our view 
of the amendment is set, at each stage, not by 
a pristine constitutional text, but by the push 
and pull, the rough and tumble of political advo-
cacy and public agitation. Moderated by Mark 
Follman, Senior Editor of Mother Jones.

saturday 12
SURvIvAl ADAptAtIONS
Adobe Books Backroom Gallery, 3031 24th St., 
SF. www.rootdivision.org/071214. 7-10pm, 
free. This exhibition explores “the creative ways 
in which artists are responding to the challenge” 
presented by the changes in the Bay Area’s 
socio-economic landscape, and what the relo-
cation of cultural administrators and institutions 
means for San Francisco’s future. The purpose 
of the project is to “reflect on our changing city” 
and “celebrate those who have chosen to stay 
and fight.”
lABORFeSt: SF wAteRFRONt lABOR 
hIStORY wAlk
Meet at Hills Brothers Coffee, 75 Folsom, SF. 
www.laborfest.net. 10am-noon, free. Join this 
walk and learn the stories of San Francisco’s 
labor struggles, affecting the maritime industry 
from 1835 until 1934. Labor historian Larry 
Shoup will discuss the 1901 transportation 
workers strike, led by the Teamsters, which the 
San Francisco police failed to quell.

sunday 13
GReeNING the eCONOmY, the emeRGING 
GReeN JOB SeCtOR AND mAkING YOUR OwN 
lIFe eCO-FRIeNDlY
First Unitarian Universalist Society of San 
Francisco, MLK Room, 1187 Franklin, SF. 
http://tinyurl.com/qhw7jjq. 9:30am, free (light 
breakfast offered for a slight fee). Sierra Club 
managing editor Tom Valtin will give a talk on how 
our economy is becoming increasingly “green” 
and how to live a more eco-friendly life. Part of 
the society’s Sunday FORUM Speaker Series, 
this event will highlight new opportunities in the 
ever-growing green job sector.
2
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By Marcia GaGliardi
culture@sfbg.com

TaBlEHOPPiNG Downtown workers, 
here’s your new lunch spot. Sushi 
lovers, lock Pabu on your radar.

cHOW NOW
There are not one but two big 
local openings that just happened 
in the Michael Mina empire, and 
anyone who has a passion for sushi 
or ramen will want to take note, 
because chef Ken Tominaga — of 
the destination-worthy Hana in 
Rohnert Park — is partnering with 
Mina on both projects. Pabu (101 
California, SF. www.michaelmina.
net) and The Ramen Bar (101 
California, SF.) are two very dif-
ferent restaurants that happen to 
have the same address, the spa-
cious 101 California. And depend-
ing on your budget, you can afford 
to eat at least at one of them.

Let’s start with The Ramen Bar. 
Come by Mon–Fri 8am–9pm (with 
food service starting 11am). Based 
on the lines of people during the 
opening week, you may discover a 
wait at lunchtime. There are four 
kinds of ramen on the opening 
menu, and you won’t find a thick 
and rich tonkotsu-style broth here: 
Tominaga is doing a lighter broth, 
taking inspiration from Tokyo-
style ramen, so you won’t fall into 
a food coma during your 2pm 
meeting.

The ingredients and techniques 
here are top notch: no cold eggs 
with a blue ring on the yolk, ya 

dig? There’s a tempting Tokyo 
roast chicken ($12) with soy-cured 
egg, bamboo, spinach, and yuzu 
kosho. Or you can go rich with 
braised pork belly ($12) with 
wakame, soy-cured egg, and wilted 
spinach. Other choices include 
shrimp and crab dumpling ($16) 
in a ginger clam broth, with sweet 
corn and mizuna; and mushroom 
and tofu ($11) with miso, mizuna, 
hon-shimeji mushrooms, sweet 
corn, and nori. Gluten-free noodles 
are available as well. Additional 
lunchtime-friendly choices on the 
menu include salads and donburi.

The Ramen Bar has made the 
process simple if you want to order 
ahead: check the Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/RamenBarSF) 
or download the app for iPhone 
and Android, just search “Ramen 
Bar SF.” There are also seats at a 
counter, tables, or on the outdoor 
terrace if you don’t want to eat at 
your desk. (You really should get 
some air). And you can come by 
in the morning for espresso and 
coffee drinks from LAMILL, or 
explore Hong Kong milk tea, boba 
tea, and more.

Now, you ready to acquaint 
yourself with the Happy Spoon? 
It’s one of chef Tominaga’s trade-
mark dishes, and it’s how you’ll 
want to start your dinner at the 
upscale Pabu (dinner is served 
nightly; lunch won’t begin until 
July 28). It’s a soup spoon, yes, but 
artfully composed with uni, ikura, 
tobiko, ponzu, and crème fraîche, 
and should make you happier 

than a spoonful of Prozac. Nigiri 
obsessives will want to sidle over 
to the 22-seat sushi counter, and 
have Yoji-san prepare Ken’s Nigiri 
Tasting Menu: eight courses of 
exquisite Edo-style nigiri, served 
two pieces at a time. It’s the good 
stuff, let me tell you. There are 
also tables and booths where you 
can sit with your date or a group 
and make your way through 
Tominaga’s varied menu, which 
includes both izakaya dishes and 
sushi (check out the ankimo dish), 
ranging from cold to hot small 
plates, eight kinds of robatayaki, 
elegant shabu-shabu, and some 
larger dishes, including seafood 
and A4 and A5 Japanese wagyu. (I 
hope you brought your company 
card). They’re all designed to share.

A big bar and lounge under an 
open ceiling with softly glowing 
lanterns and tall windows can’t 
help but charm. You can slide into 
a burnt orange leather and velvet 
booth during happy hour (Mon–Fri 
3pm–6pm), which rocks a menu of 
BBQ pork buns, oysters, Tokyo fried 
chicken, and robata. The cocktails 
by Mina Group head bartender 
Carlo Splendorini are creative — 
house-carbonated cocktails abound, 
so get fizzy — and if you want to 
learn about sake, you need to meet 
sake master Stuart Morris. This 
total sake sensei puts together some 
exciting pairings, and is thrilled 
to share his knowledge with you. 
Kanpai! 2

Marcia Gagliardi is the founder of 
the weekly tablehopper e-column; 
subscribe for more at www.tablehop-
per.com. Get her app: Tablehopper’s 
Top Late-Night Eats. On Twitter: @
tablehopper.

Japanese dreams

food + drink

MEET PaBu’s 
HaPPy sPOON, 
yOu’ll GET 
alONG GrEaT.
Photo by Kevin J. 

Mccullough.

Japanese Restaurant

317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco
415.558.8149

Try our
Homemade 

Tofu!

FULL TIME
OPENINGS

Seeking Motivated Individuals for our 

Expanding Customer Relations Team

No Experience Needed 
Full Training Provided
STARTING AVG 

$16/HR
Advancement Opportunity 

 We Need Leaders

CALL TODAY, 
START TOMORROW 

415-645-6479

Contact Attorney E. Michelle Drake  
Phone: 1-877-448-0492 ext.249   

email: drake@nka.com 

San Francisco | Minneapolis 
www.NKA.com

Echinacea   
Golden Seal

Black Cohosh 
Muira Puama

 Recent studies show that many 
supplements do not contain the 
herbs advertised on the label or 
 are contaminated with fillers. 
Please contact us if you have  

purchased any of the following 
supplements:

3930 Judah • 415.661.7475

worker-owned 
grocery 

cooperative

Celebrating 
40 years ! 

Other 
Avenues

Lunch SpeciaL
BratwurSt + Beer of the Day 

$12.00 M-f 12-4pM

42 TAPS & SPECIALIZED BOTTLE 
SELECTION FROM THE BEST 
BREWERIES IN THE WORLD

OPEN EvERyDAy AT 12
KITCHEN OPEN TILL 11PM

34 Mason street, sF
(415) 984-0279

www.mikkellerbar.com

art - music - family - fun
11 to 6 EVERY SUNDAY

july 13 - september 21 | durant to dwight
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Dine-in • Take OuT • Delivery
Open ‘Till 1am Every Day!

WWW.CHaBaaTHaiCuiSineSF.COM

Call for Catering Options and Discounts

Thai Cuisine
Chabaa

SunSeT 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347

Try Our Secret Menu

uniOn Square
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121

Garden Restaurant

San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 956-7888 
Fax: (415) 956-6988

www.gardenrestaurantsf.com

San Francisco, CA 94108San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 956-7888 Tel: (415) 956-7888 
Fax: (415) 956-6988Fax: (415) 956-6988

www.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.com

Garden Restaurant

www.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.com

FREE DELIVERY 
starts at 4:30PM daily

(Minimum order $45)

Call in advance for daytime delivery.

FREE DELIVERY FREE DELIVERY 

www.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.com

KICK-ASS FLAVORKICK-ASS FLAVORKICK-ASS FLAVOR
PANCHO VILLA
3071 16TH ST.
@ VALENCIA ST.

864-8840

EL TORO
598 VALENCIA ST.
@ 17TH STREET

431-3351

s f p a n c h o v i l l a . c o m

BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 

IN SAN FRANCISCO!

TAQUERIA
CAN-CUN
TAQUERIA

CAN-CUN

Bay Guardian
“Best of the Bay” 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 

2009, 2012, 2013

2013  
BEST BURRITOS

★ ★
★

★
★

★

★

★

2288 Mission St. @ 19th
(415) 252-9560

1003 Market St. @ 6th
(415) 864-6773

Come visit our newest location:
3211 Mission St. @ Valencia

THE 
NEW SPOT

Mexican &
Salvadorian

Cuisine 
632 20TH ST.

MON-TUE 10:30AM-4PM
WED-SAT 

10:30AM-4PM & 5-10PM

(415) 558.0556

By Stuart Schuffman,  
aka Broke-aSS Stuart
culture@sfbg.com

WEEKNIGHTER The best tiki bar I’ve 
ever been to is Smith’s Union Bar in 
Honolulu’s Chinatown. It’s a shitty 
little tiki dive bar with even shittier 
karaoke. It’s also the oldest bar on 
the island. The night I was there 
it was full of Navy dudes, punk 
chicks, gay guys, and a big hulking, 
transgendered Pacific Islander. I had 
the crowd arm-in-arm singing “Tiny 
Dancer” and “Don’t Let Me Down” 
while cheering me on and buying 
me drinks after I sang. It was pretty 
much what I wish happened every 
night of my life.

While nothing can quite com-
pare to Smith’s Union for obvious rea-
sons, Trad’r Sam (6150 Geary Blvd, SF. 
415-221-0773) is probably my second 
favorite tiki bar in the world. Sitting 
way out on Geary and 26th Avenue, 
Trad’r Sam got its start as a Trader 
Vic knockoff back in the 1930s. And 
it seems not much has changed 
since then. Cheap, powerful, colorful 
drinks come in punch bowls while 
wicker and cushion booths line the 
perimeter of the room. Cash is the 
only form of legal tender accepted 
and really drunk people abound. 
The bar itself is shaped in an irreg-
ular half circle with a lump, like a 
boob job gone wrong.

It was a foggy Tuesday night 
and Ashley and I had just come 
from Rockin Crawfish down the 
way. Neither of us make it out to 
the Richmond very often so it was 
an excuse to wander into places 
that she’s never been and I hadn’t 
been in years. As we walked in the 
door we were blown away by how 
busy it was. It seemed like the only 
business with any customers on 
that side of Park Presidio. “Damn, 
it’s busy,” I said to the door guy. “Is 
it always like this on Tuesdays?” I 

asked. He replied, “Pretty much.”
We were impressed. Most of the 

bars in that part of town, at that 
particular hour on a weeknight, 
had a client base consisting of old 
drunks pissing away what little 
money they had while staring into 
their beers. Somehow Trad’r Sam 
had every young and attractive per-
son in the Richmond inside its walls 
that night. People of all ethnicities 
mingled together sipping flamboy-
ant drinks while laughing, flirting, 
and grooving to music like MGMT.

“Can I touch your coat? 
Where’d you get it?” a girl asked as 
she approached us.

“Sure,” I said, “I got it at some 
thrift store.”

To which she responded by 
hugging me and saying, “I’m Jillian 
and you smell like garlic fries.” 
Jillian told us that Trad’r Sam was 
her favorite bar and since she lived 
nearby, she was there all the time. 
“Everyone here is so nice,” she told 
me, “Most of the time one of the 
bartenders walks me home. And if 
I black out I always make it home 
safely.” Blacking out is an easy thing 
to do at Trad’r Sam. Considering 
how many new SF bars have drinks 
that start at $12, the most expensive 
drink at Trad’r Sam is $16 and comes 
in a bowl meant for multiple people.

Walking out that night and 
towards the next bar on our adven-
ture, I told Ashley about Smith’s 
Union and all the incredible things 
that happen there. “That’s all well 
and good,” she told me, “but I bet 
you never met the mayor there.”

“Huh?” I asked and she showed 
me her phone check in at Trad’r 
Sam. Apparently Jillian was the 
mayor on Foursquare. I never knew 
smelling like garlic fries would lead 
me to meet such illustrious people. 
If you make it to Trad’r Sam, give 
the mayor a hug for me. 2

The mayor of tiki

food + drink colorful drinkS come in punch 
BowlS at trad’r Sam
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WEDNESDAY/9
A HARD DAY’S NIGHT

In 1964, Beatlemania thoroughly 
swept America. Fifty years after 
the Fab Four’s stateside and film 
debuts, San Francisco’s celebra-
tions seem like a blast from the 
past. Aside from Paul McCartney’s 
August concert at Candlestick Park 
— coming full circle to where the 
Beatles played their last official 
show — the band’s 1964 film A 
Hard Day’s Night returns to U.S. 
theaters this month. Old age may 
be sneaking up on Macca, but 
the Liverpudlian boys’ moptops, 
music, and mockery of Paul’s 
grandfather are timeless. Stay in 
your seat for the second feature 
— the 1978 film I Want to Hold 
Your Hand chronicles some fans’ 
Beatlecentric shenanigans. (Amy 
Char)
5:30pm, 7:30pm, $11

Castro Theatre

429 Castro, SF

(415) 621-6120

www.castrotheatre.com

THURSDAY/10
NICOLE KIDMAN IS 

FUCKING GORGEOUS AT 
‘GORGEOUS’
Arty art-pop-performance-party 
mavens Nicole Kidman Is Fucking 
Gorgeous (John Foster Cartwright, 
Maryam Rostami, and Mica 
Sigourney) show up at the Asian 
Art Museum this week to host one 
night’s worth of grand gorgeosity 
on the occasion of the museum’s 
current exhibit — “Gorgeous” 

(June 20–Sept. 14) — which 
delves into its permanent collec-
tion as well as that of SF MOMA 
for a cache of 72 fabulous pieces 
ranging across more than two 
millennia. Who better to “activate 
the spaces” of the museum with 
dance and performance than spe-
cial guests Fauxnique (Monique 
Jenkinson), Fatima Rude, La Chica 
Boom, and DJ Hoku Mama Swamp. 
Casual dress? I don’t think so. But 
TopCoat Nail Studio will handle 
the mani with designs inspired by 
the artwork. (Robert Avila)
6–9pm, free with museum admission, $5 
after 5pm

Asian Art Museum

200 Larkin, SF

(415) 581-3500

www.asianart.org

FRIDAY/11
CYNIC

The world was not ready for Cynic 
when it first emerged in the late 

’80s. The band’s jazzy prog-metal 
and anti-macho stage presence 
(inspired in part by members Paul 
Masvidal and Sean Reinert’s sex-
uality — Reinert calls their music 
“some gay, gay metal”) made 
them equal parts influential and 
reviled. On their first national 
tour opening for Cannibal Corpse, 
the extreme audience hostility 
they experienced was enough to 
make members call it quits for 12 
years — during which time their 
reputation and influence grew. 
Since their 2006 reunion, they’ve 
enjoyed success and reverence, 
releasing two more albums and 
playing major festivals in the 
U.S. and Europe. Their upcoming 
Fillmore gig is a chance to see one 
of metal’s coolest influences rock 
a venue as comfortably and thor-
oughly as they deserve to. (Daniel 
Bromfield)
9pm, $22.50

The Fillmore

1805 Geary, SF

(415) 346-6000

www.thefillmore.com

LIA ROSE
Formerly of Or, the Whale, San 
Francisco singer-songwriter Lia 
Rose has the kind of voice that 
seems like it could cut steel 
with its clarity — but instead, 
she’s going to pick up a guitar 

and carve you a lovesick, hon-
ey-and-whiskey-coated lullaby, 
with pedal steel or upright bass or 
banjo or all three helping to lull 
you under her spell. The timeless 
quality of her indie-folk pairs 
well here with opener We Became 
Owls, an East Bay Americana out-
fit that’s been gaining devotees 
like a steam train for the past year, 
despite not having an album out 
(this is their record release show). 
Gritty, Guthrie-esque sing-alongs 
are a distinct possibility here; 
maybe do some vocal warm-ups? 
(Emma Silvers)
9pm, $15

The Chapel

777 Valencia, SF

(415) 551-5157

www.thechapelsf.com

HOT CHIP (DJ SET)
Hot Chip’s catchy brand of elec-
tro-funk has buoyed the group’s 
five critically acclaimed albums. 
It’s most recent release, 2012’s 
In Our Heads, is perhaps best 
yet — “Don’t Deny Your Heart,” 
a harmony-heavy party anthem 
with irresistible vocals from Alexis 
Singer that capture all the melody 
of the Britpop era, was one of the 
unique and danceable singles of 
its year. The singer comes to the 
glitzy Mezzanine for a DJ set that 

promises to be full of mixing, 
subtle live instrumentation, and 
mashups of prior releases. The 
band has a penchant for debuting 
new music at its gigs (or else sub-
verting its old tunes to an extent 
that they’re effectively entirely 
new tracks) and a smaller-scale 
dance club provides the perfect 

location for it to run wild. Also 
performing is local legend and 
Lights Down Low host Sleazemore 
and DFA records mainstay The 
Juan Maclean, who just dropped 
a stinging new single called “Get 
Down (With My Love).” (David 
Kurlander)
8pm, $16-$25

Mezzanine

444 Jessie, SF

(415) 625-8880

SATURDAY/12
SONNY AND THE 

SUNSETS
San Francisco’s Sonny Smith is a 
scattered man. He is a singer-song-
writer, playwright, author, and 
curator who honed his musician-
ship in piano bars and travelling 
between the Rocky Mountains, 
the West Coast, and Central 
America. The music of Sonny and 

the Sunsets, his SF-based pop out-
fit with a revolving-door lineup, 
reflects the patchwork nature of 
Smith’s mind and talents, melding 
aspects of pop, doo-wop, indie 
rock, surf, and folk. Smith is a gift-
ed storyteller and his compelling 
and wonderfully strange lyricism 
lends itself well to the demure 
Ocean Beach vibes of his music. 
The Sunsets’ most recent album, 
Antenna to the Afterworld, reflects 
on Smith’s experiences with the 
paranormal, and presents some of 
his strongest and most wonderfully 
weird material to date. Tonight’s 
show will feature a brand new line-
up and material that’s never been 
heard before. (Haley Zaremba)
With The Reds, Pinks, and Purples, 
Bouquet

9pm, $15

The Chapel

777 Valencia, SF

(415) 551-5157

www.thechapelsf.com

THE U.S. AIR GUITAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

SEMIFINALS
SATURDAY/12

THE SELECTOR SHORT, BLOODY, 
AND OFTEN NUDE
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the U.S. AIR GUItAR 
ChAmpIONShIp 
SemIFINAlS
The times, they are a-changin’. 
Now you can put “professional 
air guitarist” on your LinkedIn 
profile and actually justify the 
position. Unlike most artists 
who usually take the stage at the 
Independent, tonight’s stars left 
their instruments at home, but 
they’re ready to shred. Hear — or 
see, rather — contestants breathe 
new life into some of your favorite 
songs, including hits from years 
past. It’s time for a classic rock 
revival. AC/DC’s and Van Halen’s 
riffs inspire fans to rock out, sans 
guitars, as past contestants can 
attest to. No offense to Bob Dylan, 
but his brand of folk just isn’t that 
conducive to replicate on air gui-
tar. (Amy Char)
9pm, $20

The Independent

628 Divisadero, SF

(415) 771-1421

www.theindependentsf.com

XAvIeR RUDD
Xavier Rudd is a music festival’s wet 
dream. He’s a handsome, frequent-
ly shirtless, habitually barefoot 
Australian surrounded by dozens 
of instruments over which he has 
complete mastery — and he plays 
them all at once. Since debuting 
in 2002 with the album To Let, the 
one-man band has had a platinum 
album in Australia (Solace, released 

in 2004) and gigs at festivals across 
the Anglophone world, in addition 
to slots opening for fellow stage 
hounds like Jack Johnson, Dave 
Matthews, and Ben Harper. Though 
he’s been sticking more to indoor 
venues on this leg of his American 
tour, his style should be well suited 
to the Fillmore — home to all man-
ner of hippie-leaning, improv-hap-
py artists since the heyday of the 
Dead. (Daniel Bromfield)
9pm, $25

The Fillmore

1805 Geary, SF

(415) 346-6000

www.thefillmore.com

Sunday/13
DARRYl D.m.C. 
mCDANIelS

Neck of the Woods becomes 
a time machine on Sunday as 
Darryl McDaniels, better known 
as D.M.C., drops in for a nostalgic 
journey through the annals of 
1980s rap. One third of the explo-
sive rap innovators Run-D.M.C., 
McDaniels has kept busy since the 
dissolution of the group more than 
10 years ago, playing a full festival 
circuit, doing extensive charity 
work, and covering Frank Zappa’s 
“Willie the Pimp” with Talib Kweli, 
Mix Master Mike, and Ahmet 
Zappa for a pulsating track on a 

birthday compilation put out by 
the Zappa Family Trust. It’s hard to 
say whether D.M.C. will pull out 
anything quite as wild during this 
set, but expect zeitgeist-defining 
songs like “It’s Tricky” and “Walk 
This Way,” and hopefully some 
deeper cuts from the group’s later 
work (2001’s Crown Royal has some 
underrated tracks) and D.M.C.’s 
only solo album, Checks, Thugs, and 
Rock and Roll. Joining McDaniels 
on the mic are local groups the 
Oakland Mind and Jay Stone, each 
of whom have decidedly D.M.C.-
inspired beats and flows and will 
offer up both politicized and 
party-themed bangers centered 
around the Bay. If you’re feeling 
like “Raising Hell,” then head over. 
(Kurlander)
9pm, $18

Neck of the Woods

406 Clement, SF

(415) 387-6343

www.neckofthewoodssf.com

Monday/14
BAASICS.5: mONSteRS

These aren’t the monsters that 
haunted your childhood night-
mares. No, these monsters have 
matured alongside you, escaping 
their fantasy story homes and 
creeping into the minutiae of 
everyday life. A group of scientists 
and artists serve as their caretak-
ers tonight, enthralling audiences 
with accounts of honey bees’ 
transformation into “ZomBees,” 
vampires’ affinity for the best 
coast (namely, California), 
Sasquatch sightings (guaranteed 

to be more terrifying than the 
music festival), and glow-in-the-
dark plants (mundane, yes, but at 
least you won’t wet your pants in 
fear). Still, the multimedia presen-
tation finds the delicate balance 
between artistic and hair-raising, 
while maintaining a somewhat 
spooky aura to keep you on your 
toes until Halloween. (Amy Char)
7pm, free

ODC Theater

3153 17th St., SF

(415) 863-9834

www.odcdance.org

TueSday/15
the DwARveS

The Dwarves came into the world 
as we all do, screaming and cov-
ered in blood. Formed in Chicago 
in the mid-’80s as The Suburban 
Nightmare, the hardcore punk 
outfit has since relocated to 
our fine city to wreak havoc. In 
their three decades of existence, 
the Dwarves’ lineup and sound 
have shifted from hardcore to 
shock rock. The twin pillars of 
the Dwarves, singer Blag Dahlia 
and guitarist He Who Cannot 
Be Named, however, have stood 
the test of time, and continue to 
deliver some of the most insane 
live shows and stunningly taste-
less lyrics punk rock has to offer. 
Infamous for their short, bloody, 
and often nude live shows, the 
Dwarves are a legendary part 
of punk history and the San 
Francisco rock scene. Also featur-
ing the equally notorious Queers, 
this show is going to be a doozie. 

(Zaremba)
With the Queers, Masked Intruder, 
the Atom Age
9pm, $20

Bottom of the Hill

1233 17th St., SF

(415) 626-4455

www.bottomofthehill.com

lIz GRANt
Local standup comedienne 

Liz Grant has gotten divorced 
twice and gone on an astonishing 

number of dates in the interim. 
Additionally, she has served as a 
“ghost online dater” for a busy 
executive. In her show Dating 
Is Comedy, she breaks down the 
contemporary SF dating scene 
and gets brutally honest about 
her various misadventures and 
heartbreaks along the way. While 
the show isn’t expressly designed 
for singles, Grant hopes that her 
words of wisdom will resonate 
with those who “have dated, are 
dating, or want to date.” With a 
thematic scope that large, Grant 
is sure to strike a funny bone (or 
perhaps a more fragile Achilles’ 
heel) for anyone who has sur-
vived the rough seas of the dating 
world. Fresh off a 23-week run of 
another dating rumination, “Deja 
Wince: Lessons From a Failed 
Relationship Expert,” Grant is no 
stranger to baring her soul about 
the most universally distressing of 
all societal practices. (Kurlander)
8pm, $15

Punch Line

444 Battery, SF

(415) 397-7573

www.punchlinecomedyclub.com 2

The Guardian listings deadline is two weeks prior 
to our Wednesday publication date. To submit 
an item for consideration, please include the 
title of the event, a brief description of the event, 
date and time, venue name, street address 
(listing cross streets only isn’t sufficient), city, 
telephone number readers can call for more 
information, telephone number for media, and 
admission costs. Send information to Listings, 
the Guardian, 835 Market Street, Suite 550, 
SF, CA 94103; or e‑mail (paste press release 
into e‑mail body — no attachments, please) to 
listings@sfbg.com. Digital photos may be sub‑
mitted in jpeg format; the image must be at least 
240 dpi and four inches by six inches in size. We 
regret we cannot accept listings over the phone.

The SelecTor
SAtURDAY/12
CONT>> The dwarveS

TueSday/15
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Check out all events at 
soundwavesf.com 
including many free 

happening all over SF

                  NIGHTLIFE LIVE: WATER California Academy of Sciences                                                                                
THE ASTONISHING SEA Intersection for the Arts • OF LAND AND SEA Center for New Music 
POOL SOMArts • WATER WORLD Alter Space MUSIC FOR A CHANGING TIDE Ocean Beach 

THE INFINITE SWELL Battery Townsley • FLOODED Intersection for the Arts 
(SUB)MERSION Exploratorium • AQUAPHONIC SOMArts • WATER STORIED SOMArts

MODERNIST MOVEMENTS de Young Museum • SPEAKING TRIBUTARIES Sausal Creek 
AUDIOBOAT SF Bay + The Bay Lights • IN SOLUTION California College of the Arts

co-presented by
SF Bay Guardian

BG Full Final.indd   1 6/25/14   4:01 PM
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Local Goods
Studio&Shop

275 6th Ave.  
@ Clement

San Francisco 
(415) 683-5654

HOURS: 
Weds - Sat 12-7

Sun 11-6
foggy-notion.com

Electrify 
Your Bike!

Hub motor 
Conversion Kits

Electric Bike Sales
Custom Design
Parts, Service

HighTekBikes
Your Ride Into the Future

www.hightekbikes.com

415-745-2453

Trio Garufa, photo by Kristine Adams

July 18 • 6–8:30 PM

deyoungmuseum.org/fridays       #FridayNightsDY

Fees apply for permanent collection and  
special exhibition galleries, dining, and cocktails.

Celebrate the de Young’s special exhibition Modernism 
from the National Gallery of Art with an Argentine 
milonga re-creating the great tango dance halls of 
Buenos Aires. Come dance, watch, and enjoy!

•	 TangoCalifia	hosts	its	annual	tango	party,	featuring	
avid dancers Terry Clarke and Beatrice Bowles and a 
guest appearance by the renowned Trio Garufa

•	 Film screening of Doble o nada (Double or Nothing)
•	 Mixed-media art-making stations with craft projects 

inspired by dance

Season Sponsor Additional Support 
San Francisco 
Auxiliary of the  
Fine Arts Museums

Media Sponsor

Are you free 
Friday night? 
We are. Need Cash?

SF Jewelry & loaNSF Jewelry & loaN
130 Clement Street, San Francisco • 415-751-1935 • SFJEWELRYANDLOAN.COM

Top 
prices 
paid!
CA Pawn License 
#38010949

Need Cash?

Diamonds, Fine 
Jewelry, Watches, 
Coins, Designer 
Handbags, Apple 

Computers & iPads 
Scrap Gold, Platinum 

& Sterling Silver... 
Call Now

Sell, Pawn  
Or Cosign  

Your Unused 
Valuables  

Today

Sunday Streets 
Mission 

AUGUST 24

Sunday Streets 
GUIDE 

AUGUST 20

Advertising 
Space Reservation 

Deadline 
AUGUST 15
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July 18 • 6–8:30 PM

deyoungmuseum.org/fridays       #FridayNightsDY

Fees apply for permanent collection and  
special exhibition galleries, dining, and cocktails.

Celebrate the de Young’s special exhibition Modernism 
from the National Gallery of Art with an Argentine 
milonga re-creating the great tango dance halls of 
Buenos Aires. Come dance, watch, and enjoy!

•	 TangoCalifia	hosts	its	annual	tango	party,	featuring	
avid dancers Terry Clarke and Beatrice Bowles and a 
guest appearance by the renowned Trio Garufa

•	 Film screening of Doble o nada (Double or Nothing)
•	 Mixed-media art-making stations with craft projects 

inspired by dance

Season Sponsor Additional Support 
San Francisco 
Auxiliary of the  
Fine Arts Museums

Media Sponsor

Are you free 
Friday night? 
We are. Need Cash?

SF Jewelry & loaNSF Jewelry & loaN
130 Clement Street, San Francisco • 415-751-1935 • SFJEWELRYANDLOAN.COM

Top 
prices 
paid!
CA Pawn License 
#38010949

Need Cash?

Diamonds, Fine 
Jewelry, Watches, 
Coins, Designer 
Handbags, Apple 

Computers & iPads 
Scrap Gold, Platinum 

& Sterling Silver... 
Call Now

Sell, Pawn  
Or Cosign  

Your Unused 
Valuables  

Today

Sunday Streets 
Mission 

AUGUST 24

Sunday Streets 
GUIDE 

AUGUST 20

Advertising 
Space Reservation 

Deadline 
AUGUST 15
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BY emmA SIlveRS
esilvers@sfbg.com

leFt OF the DIAl In the spring of 
2013, Jenn Wasner found herself 
at an unexpected crossroads.

As one half of wye Oak, the sing-
er-guitarist had been touring the 
country nearly nonstop following 
the critical success of Civilian, the 
album that shoved the then-five-
year-old indie guitar band into the 
national spotlight. Brooding, heav-
ily melodic, equal parts pretty and 
cinematically noisy, the title track 
was soaked through with Wasner’s 
moody guitar tone, unmistakable 
technical chops, and her vulnerable 
yet powerful voice. If you watched 
any TV in 2011, chances are you 
heard it — the band licensed it to 
a number of shows. (“We had been 
working for years and years, and for 
whatever reason everything kind of 
culminated around Civilian, so we 
decided to say yes to every opportu-
nity that presented itself,” she says.)

But staring down the band’s first 
real downtime in two years, Wasner 
sat down to write new material, and 
found that she wanted nothing to 
do with the sound with which Wye 
Oak had just hit the big time.

“It was a difficult time for a lot 
of reasons. We were both exhaust-
ed. And I just discovered that there 
was a real air of negativity that 
surrounded music that sounded like 
the music we’d been playing for two 
years,” says Wasner. “It was really 
hard to feel inspired or compelled 
to work that way again. There was 
all this emotional baggage associ-
ated with the guitar, and because 
that was how I’d always written in 
the past, it became a block.” She 
spent a few months considering 
the possibility that this meant the 
band was over, that there would be 
no new album, before she realized 
something: She was allowed to write 
whatever kind of music she damn 
well pleased.

“I let go of a lot of expectations 
about what this album was allowed 
to sound like, a lot of expectations 
I had about pleasing other people,” 
she says. “I went, ‘You know what? 
Make the record that you want to 
make.’ ”

Turns out, she probably 
shouldn’t have worried. For most 
Wye Oak fans, the record she want-
ed to make — Shriek, out April 29 
on Merge — is a far cry from a dis-
appointment. It is decidedly, almost 
defiantly different: Wasner has trad-
ed her guitar for synths, picking up 
a bass while she’s at it. Gone is the 

swirling storm cloud of reverb; in its 
place are electro-R&B grooves, with 
percussionist and keyboard player 
Andy Stack now also carrying the 
lion’s share of melody.

These are kids who grew up lis-
tening to Janet Jackson, and they’re 
letting it show. (They’ll bring that 
party to the Bay July 12 for phono 
del Sol.)

Around each element, however, 
also sits an unfamiliar amount of 
breathing room — a sparseness that 
allows Wasner’s vocals, sounding 
more confident than ever, to break 
through in a way we haven’t heard 
before.

“It’s been a really long process 
feeling comfortable with my own 
voice,” she says. “I spent a lot of 
time trying to obscure my voice, 
and change it, and hide it...those 
were aesthetic decisions, but it also 
came down to feeling detached from 
it. That’s definitely changed in the 
past couple years: I’ve started caring 
for my voice, practicing, treating it 
like my instrument, embrace the 
fact that I love singing.

“A lot of these melodies are spe-
cifically crafted to be more open,” 
she adds. “It’s a more vulnerable 
position to be coming from, but it 

feels good to do.” Live, she’s dealt 
with the fact that it’s much more 
difficult to sing and play the bass 
at the same time than rhythm gui-
tar — but that too is a good thing. 
“Being challenged is what keeps it 
interesting.”

Another big change: 
Collaborating from different 
sides of the country. Between 
Civilian and Shriek, Stack moved to 
Portland, while Wasner remained in 
Baltimore, forcing the duo to com-
municate in a new way throughout 
the songwriting.

“Every time I wanted to share 
an idea with him, I was forced to 
figure out a way to realize it, record 
it,” says Wasner. “And being forced 
to do that with everything I did was 
an incredible good way to learn and 
practice. It changed the way I wrote 
songs. It’s a big part of the reason 
these are some of my favorite songs 
I’ve ever written.”

As for the reaction from their 
devoted fan base, which Wasner 
realized she had to put out of her 
mind in order to write the songs she 
actually wanted?

“To be honest with you, I 
expected it to be much worse!” she 
says with a slight laugh. “I feel pret-

ty strongly that the foundation of 
our band has always been the songs 
themselves: It’s never been about a 
particular instrument…and these 
songs are Wye Oak songs. I think if 
people really listen they’ll hear that. 
It’s the same voice, the same funda-
mental nature of the songs. And I 
think a lot of people have.”

Most importantly, though, she’s 
happy with it. “Criticism is always 
subjective, nothing that you can 
take personally,” she says. “And it’s 
cool because I’m happy with it to 
the point that it’s hard to top that. 
Real satisfaction, when you know 
you’re satisfied with something, 
that doesn’t get swayed by almost 
anyone’s opinion. The approval of 
others is a very thin substitute.”

WYE OAK

With Thao and the Get Down Stay Down, Nick 
Waterhouse, Tony Molina, more

Phono del Sol

Sat/12, noon to 7pm, $25-$30

Potrero del Sol Park, SF

www.phonodelsol.com

ODDS AND eNDS
The Bay Area Record Fair (that’s 
B.A.R.F. for all you cool kids) has 
announced its second edition, set 

to take place Sept. 27, once again 
at Thee Parkside. This collabora-
tion between local label Father/
Daughter Records and promoters 
Professional Fans kicked off in 
February with folks from 17 record 
labels from around the Bay Area 
coming together to network, hawk 
their wares, and, most importantly, 
drink beer and eat tater tots while 
listening to good, loud rock ’n’ roll, 
because that’s why the good lord 
created Thee Parkside.

This fall’s event is busting 
at the seams, as Jessi Frick from 
Father/Daughter tells us: “This 
time we’re pulling permits to 
block off part of Carolina Street 
to make room for even more 
vendors, and a limited number 
of early bird tickets are available 
for $5 which gets you fair access 
one hour before doors open to the 
public.”

There’ll be a daylong lineup 
of live music TBA, of course, and 
the number of labels participating 
has pretty much doubled. You can 
see a full shakedown of the day’s 
events at www.bayarearecordfair.
com, or catch organizers at Phono 
del Sol next weekend, where they’ll 
be selling a 21-song compilation CD 
featuring the labels represented; all 
proceeds go to keeping the whole 
damn thing free. Sounds like a pret-
ty good deal on this end.

B.A.R.F.

Sept. 27, all day, free

Thee Parkside

1600 17th St, SF

www.theeparkside.com

And speaking of kicking things up 
a notch: Viracocha is back, bitch-
es. Everyone’s favorite semisecret 
Mission District venue — what with 
her ornate, gorgeously appointed 
bathroom, shelves full of antique 
typewriters, and great-sounding 
basement venue that’s played host 
to all manner of live music, poetry 
readings, movie nights and more 
— got the official go-ahead from 
the SF Entertainment Commission 
to relaunch as a legitimate venue, 
meaning owner Jon Siegel will be 
able to promote some of those great 
live shows for the first time.

An opening party with an eve-
ning full of live music is planned 
for this Tuesday, July 15, but 
beyond that a lot of things are up 
in the air. Be on the lookout for 
a beer and wine license, a totally 
revamped store, and more in the 
coming months; like Viracocha on 
Facebook to stay in touch. 2

BReAthING ROOm
Wye Oak’s Jenn Wasner on the band’s new sound, and the doubts she overcame 

to create her favorite record yet. Plus: BARF #2, and Viracocha is back!

music wYe OAk, wIth A BRAND New SOUND, wIll peRFORm At 
SF’S phONO Del SOl SAt/12.
photo by shervin lainez



July 9 - 15, 2014  /  SFBG.com    25 opinion        news        food + drink        the selector        music        arts + culture        film        classifieds        

By Marke B.
marke@sfbg.com

SUPer eGO Some of us fabulous 
fairies caught flailing in the ratty-
tutu-and-trucker-cap tornado of 
Pink Saturday, during this year’s 
Pride celebrations, were like, 
“Toto, I’ve a feeling we’re not in 
Castro, anymore.”

Indeed, the radical roots of the 
huge 24-year-old celebration — it 
began as an ACT-UP protest and 
party — seemed all but washed 
away in a sea of urine, puke, and 
shrieks at some points. And, while 
no one got shot like in 2009, 
violence tainted the roiling street 
affair: Even one of the Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence, the char-
itably benevolent gay nuns who 
host Pink Saturday, was physically 
attacked along with her husband.

(Alas, homophobic violence 
was everywhere that weekend: 
Two lesbians were beaten senseless 
in SoMa, and my friend in Nob 
Hill got jumped by an SUV-full of 
assholes. Gross.)

I adore our young allies — and 
I ain’t mad about straight dudes 
ripping off their shirts to show 
support, neither. ’Mos before bros! 
I know they’re not all to blame for 
flooding the Castro’s streets with, 
er, pink. Hey, we invited them to 
join us. However. The bad outfits, 
the worse liquor, and the pushy 
elbowing need to be checked at 
the door. (Looking at you, too, 
mouthy gays.)

Has this year ruined it for 
everyone? Now that Pink Saturday 
seems out of control, will it go the 
way of Halloween in the Castro?

“The Sisters don’t get nearly 
enough credit for Pink Saturday,” 
Castro Supervisor Scott Wiener 
told me over the phone. “They 
plan all year round, working 
closely with my office, the Police 
Department, and the Department 
of Public Works to try to make 
sure this it’s welcoming and safe. 
That said, I think we can acknowl-
edge there were a lot of problems 
— and while the general level of 
violence was kept low, the attack 
on the Sister and the human 
waste issue were definite take-
aways as we consider how to keep 
this event accessible in the future.

“The Sisters meet every year 

to vote on whether to put on this 
now-150,000-plus event every 
year,” Wiener continued. “Pink 
Saturday holds enormous impor-
tance for the LGBT community 
and raises tens of thousands of 
dollars in funds. Ten percent of 
the police force were assigned to it 
this year.

“But Castro residents put up 
with a lot. And I think we really 
noticed how the vibe changed 
after 9pm, after the Dyke March 
crowd had filtered away. I’ll be 
meeting with the Sisters and 
Police Chief Greg Suhr about 
viable plans for next year — and 
nothing’s being ruled out right 
now.”

NiGhtlife live: Water
The biennial Soundwave Fest 
sweeps over the bay with an 
awesome series of esoteric-cool 
sonic installations and head-trip 
voyages. (This year’s theme is 
“water,” very prescient in a time 
of drought.) Your aural-aqueous 
immersion kicks off at the Cal 
Academy’s Thursday Nightlife 
party, with performances by 
Rogue Wave and Kaycee Johansing 
and sonic installations throughout 
the museum. Submerged turnta-
bles! Underwater zither! Coral reef 
data-surfing! Full bar!
Thu/10, 6pm-10pm, $10–$12. California 
Academy of Sciences, 55 Music 
Concourse Dr., SF. www.soundwavesf.com

BardOt a GO GO
Can’t have a Bastille Day cele-
bration without a little Swingin’ 
Sixties “ooh-la-la.” This insanely 
fun, 16-year-old annual soiree 
dazzles with Franco-groovy chic 
— and classic, decadent French 
pop tunes (Bardot, Gainsbourg, 

Dutronc, etc.) from DJs Pink 
Frankenstein, Brother Grimm, and 
Cali Kid. Plus, Peter Thomas Hair 
Design will be there 9pm-11pm to 
fluff your coiffure for free.
Fri/11, 9pm, $10. Rickshaw Stop, 155 
Fell, SF. www.bardotagogo.com

laS ChiCaS de eSta NOChe
When gay bar Esta Noche closed 
in March after 40 years, it was a 
Latin drag tragedy. (The closure, 
not the bar itself.) In honor of 
the de Young Museum’s essen-
tial show of vintage ’70s photos 
Anthony Friedkin: The Gay Essay, 
the Esta Noche scene is being 
resurrected for a night, with 
comedian Marga Gomez hosting, 
classic Noche tunes from and drag 
performances by Lulu Ramirez, 
Persia, and Vicky Jimenez — aka 
Las Chicas de Esta Noche — that 
will shake a few tailfeathers.
Fri/11, 6pm-9pm, free. de Young 
Museum, Golden Gate Park, SF. deyoung.
famsf.com

the WiZard Of OZ
Drag doyenne of darkness Peaches 
Christ is hosting a screening of 
this classic at the Castro Theatre. 
But, as with all peaches produc-
tions, you get an extravaganza. A 
live pre-show “Wizard of ODD” 
promises to be bananas, featuring 
the Tin Tran, The Scare-Ho, Glen 
or Glenda the Good Witch, and 
more. Bonus: Peaches herself play-
ing “Peachy Gale” (aka Dorothy?) 
and one of the only RuPaul drag 
thingies I can remember the name 
of, Sharon Needles, as the Wicked 
Witch of the West. Don’t ask what 
happens to Toto. 2
Sat/12, 3pm and 8pm, $30 advance. 
Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, SF. www.
peacheschrist.com

music nightlife

drop a 
house

Get hUh! SharON NeedleS iN The Wizard of oz, Sat/12
Photo by jose guzman colon
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WEDNESDAY 9
ROCK
Bottom of the Hill : Peter Matthew Bauer, 
Tabernacle, Skyler Skjelset, 9 p.m., $12.
Elbo Room: “Commune,” w/ Wild Moth, Creepers, 
Drab Majesty, Popgang DJs, 9 p.m., free.
Hemlock Tavern: Swahili, Li Xi, Disappearing 
People, 8:30 p.m., $6.
Knockout: Fossor House, Bad Daddies, Volatile 
Substance, Schleim, 9:30 p.m., $5-$10.
Make-Out Room: Extra Classic, Bart Davenport, 
7 p.m., $8.
Milk Bar: Down Dirty Shake, Lemme Adams, 
Mark Nelsen Band, Silent Pictures, DJ Liam 
Caton, 8 p.m., $5.
Union Square Park: Moonalice, 6 p.m., free.

DANCE

Beaux: “BroMance: A Night Out for the Fellas,” 
9 p.m., free.
Cafe: “Sticky Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8 p.m., free.
Cat Club: “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10.
Club X: “Electro Pop Rocks,” 18+ dance night 
with Liquid Stranger, 9 p.m.
DNA Lounge: “Go Deep!,” 18+ dance party 
with UltraViolet, WolfBitch, Ampers&nd, Fritz 
Carlton, Sonny Daze, 9 p.m., $10-$15.
F8: “Housepitality,” w/ Wally Callerio, Mazi, Tyrel 
Williams, 9 p.m., $5-$10.
Lookout: “What?,” 7 p.m., free.
Madrone Art Bar: “Rock the Spot,” 9 p.m., free.
Q Bar: “Booty Call,” w/ Juanita More, 9 p.m., $3.

HIP-HOP
1015 Folsom: 2Racks Rap Contest, hosted by 
Sellassie, 8 p.m., $20.

Brick & Mortar Music Hall :  “The Dean’s List,” 
Beats, Rhymes, and Life benefit concert with 
Ensemble Mik Nawooj, 7 p.m., $20.
Skylark Bar: “Mixtape Wednesday,” w/ DJs 
Strategy, Junot, Herb Digs, & guests, 9 p.m., 
$5.

ACOUSTIC
Cafe Divine: Craig Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 
7 p.m., free.
Hotel Utah: World’s Finest, The Cerny Brothers, 
John Klemmensen & The Party, 8 p.m., $10.

JAZZ
Burritt Room: Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 
p.m., free.
Cafe Claude: Terrence Brewer Trio, 7:30 p.m., 
free.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free.
Le Colonial: The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. 
Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free.
Level III: Sony Holland, 5-8 p.m., free.
Pier 23 Cafe: Ned Boynton & Friends, 6 p.m., 
free.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Clairdee: “Celebrating 
Sassy, Shirley, Carmen, and Betty,” 7:30 p.m., 
$22.
Zingari: Suzanna Smith, 7:30 p.m., free.

INTERNATIONAL
Bissap Baobab: “Baobab!,” timba dance party 
with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5.
Union Square Park: Raq Filipina, 12:30 p.m., 
free.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Los Pericos, 10 p.m., 
$30-$40.

BLUES
Biscuits and Blues: Craig Horton, 7:30 & 9:30 
p.m., $15.
Saloon: Freddie Roulette, 9:30 p.m.

FUNK
Boom Boom Room: Prince Tribute featuring Dr. 

Fink, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance.

THURSDAY 10
ROCK
Amnesia: The Light Footwork, Paint the Trees 
White, DJ Primo, 7:30 p.m., $8.
Bottom of the Hill : The She’s, Union Pacific, Talk 
of Shamans, 9 p.m., $10.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall : Fever the Ghost, 
Morgan Delt, The Electric Magpie, 9 p.m., $10-
$12.
Chapel: Waters, Cathedrals, 9 p.m., $12.
DNA Lounge: Lost in the Sun Benefit Concert 
2014, w/ The Greening, Sunrunners, DJ M8, 
7:30 p.m., $10-$13.
El Rio: Lecherous Gaze, Hot Lunch, Mondo Drag, 
8 p.m., $7.
Hemlock Tavern: Skyscraper Mori, Safeword, 
Identical Homes, 8:30 p.m., $7.
Milk Bar: Static People, The Y Axes, NTNT, Lush 
Vibes, 8 p.m., $8.
Rickshaw Stop: “Popscene,” w/ The Lovemakers, 
The Trims, 9:30 p.m., $13-$15.
Slim’s: Flotsam & Jetsam, Exmortus, Hatchet, 
8 p.m., $16.

DANCE
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “Tubesteak Connection,” 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7.
Balancoire: “Electric SwingSet,” Second 
Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $10 (+ $5 
for dance lessons).
Cafe: “¡Pan Dulce!,” 9 p.m., $5.
Cat Club: “Class of 1984,” ‘80s night with DJs 
Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.).
Cellar: “XO,” 10 p.m., $5.
Club X: “The Crib,” 18+ LGBT dance party, 9:30 
p.m., $10.
Elbo Room: “Hi Life,” w/ resident DJs 
Pleasuremaker & Izzy*Wize, 9:30 p.m., $6.
Harlot: “You’re Welcome: Northern Lights Music 
Festival Pre-Party,” w/ Jon Dadon, Sex Pixels, 
Benjamin K, 9 p.m., $5 (free with RSVP).
Madrone Art Bar: “Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 

10 p.m.
Monarch: Ripperton, Lance DeSardi, William 
Wardlaw, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance.
Ruby Skye: “Torq,” w/ Wayne & Woods, Charity 
Strike, 9 p.m., $10-$25 advance.
Slide: D.O.D., 10 p.m., $10 advance.

HIP-HOP
John Colins: “Future Flavas,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 
p.m., free.
Park 77 Sports Bar:  “Skratchpad S.F.,” Second 
Thursday of every month, 10 p.m., free.
Skylark Bar: “Peaches,” w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, 
Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and 
Andre, 10 p.m., free.

ACOUSTIC
Independent: Robert Francis & The Night Tide, 
Vikesh Kapoor, Maxim Ludwig, 8 p.m., $12-$14.
Plough & Stars: Emperor Norton Céilí Band, 9 
p.m.

JAZZ
Center for New Music: Ben Goldberg’s Heebie 
Jeebies, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Clifford Lamb, Mel 
Butts, and Friends, Second Thursday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free.
Level III: Sony Holland, Wednesdays-Fridays, 
5-8 p.m., free.
Pier 23 Cafe: Dick Conte Trio, 7 p.m., free.
Zingari: Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free.

INTERNATIONAL
Cafe Claude: Trio Garufa, 7:30 p.m., free.
Roccapulco Supper Club: N’Rumba, 8 p.m.
Yerba Buena Gardens: Musical Art Quintet with 
Edgardo Cambón, 12:30 p.m., free.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: An Evening with Playing 
for Change, 8 & 10 p.m., $23-$34.

BLUES
Biscuits and Blues: Grady Champion, 7:30 & 
9:30 p.m., $20.
Make-Out Room: Joe & Vicki Price, Lee Vilensky 
Trio, Rachel Toups, 7 p.m., $5.
Saloon: Tom Bowers, 4 p.m.; Cathy Lemons, 
9:30 p.m.

EXPERIMENTAL
Luggage Store: Oa (Hugh Behm-Steinberg & 
Matt Davignon), Window/Door/River (Bob Marsh 
& Evangel King), 8 p.m., $6-$10.
Royce Gallery: The ROOM Series: Upright, w/ 
Pamela Z, Sarah Cahill, Luciano Chessa, Joe 
Lasqo, 8 p.m., $10-$15.

SOUL
Boom Boom Room: Wicked Mercies, Organ 
Freeman, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10.

FRIDAY 11
ROCK
DNA Lounge: Pattern Is Movement, Dominique 
Leone, Paint the Trees White, 9 p.m., $10-$12.
El Rio: Friday Live: Parae, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., 
free.
Hemlock Tavern: Violent Change, Civil Union, 
Michael Beach, Legs, 9 p.m., $7.
Milk Bar: Filligar, The Bad Jones, A House for 
Lions, 8:30 p.m., $10-$12.
Neck of the Woods: The Glove Department, One 
of Many, Glimpse Trio, Medicine Bug, 9:30 
p.m., $5.
Slim’s: Overland, Space Monkey Gangstas, The 
Whoa, Ben Benkert & Muppetman, 9 p.m., $20.
Thee Parkside: Wehrmacht, Raptor, Rude, 9 
p.m., $15.

DANCE
1015 Folsom: Plaid, Klangkarussell, Secret 
Sidewalk, Dusty Brown, Make It Funky S.F., 10 
p.m., $17.50-$20 advance.
Amnesia: “Indie Slash,” w/ DJs Rance, 
Sweethearts, and Brooks Bennett, 10 p.m., $5.
Audio Discotech: Cut Snake, WhiteNoize, J. 
Torro, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance.
Cafe: “Boy Bar,” 9 p.m., $5.
Cat Club: “Dark Shadows,” w/ DJs Daniel 
Skellington, Xander, Xiola, Melting Girl, and 
Skarkrow, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.).
Lone Star Saloon: “Cubcake,” Second Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m.
Make-Out Room: “Last Nite: A 2000s Indie 

MUSIC LISTINGS

375 ELEVENTH ST.
415-626-1409

ADVANCE TIX @
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM

THURS JULY 10 
LOST IN THE SUN 
(BENEFIT CONCERT) W/ THE 
GREENING, SUNRUNNERS, DJM8
FRI JULY 11 
PATTERN IS MOVEMENT 
W/ DOMINIQUE LEONE, PAINT   
THE TREES WHITE
FRI JULY 18 
JESIKA VON RABBIT 
(OF GRAM RABBIT) 
W/ MARIA DEL PILAR, OKAPI SUN
FRI JULY 25 
THE MIDNIGHT PINE 
W/ OCEANOGRAPHY AND SPECIAL GUESTS
FRI AUG 1 
POINT BREAK LIVE / 
TERMINATOR TOO:
JUDGEMENT PLAY 
DOUBLE FEATURE!!
FRI AUG 1 
BOURGEOIS PRESENTS: EL 
ELLE W/ DOT PUNTO, ISHI, THE Y AXES
SUN AUG 3 
GRENDEL
W/ LUDOVICO TECHNIQUE, 
ELECTRONIC COMMANDO
THURS AUG 7 
THE BODY RAMPANT 
W/ IDLEHANDS, BELLE NOIRE, 
THE SOONEST
WED AUG 13 
SUBURBAN LEGENDS 
W/ SPACE MONKEY GANGSTAS,  SKANDALISM
WED AUG 20 
THE SPIRITUAL BAT (ROME, IT) 
W/ CRIMSON SCARLETT, HEADLESS LIZZY
THUR AUG 28 
CORROSION OF CONFORMITY 
W/ BL’AST, BRANT BJORK & THE LOW 
DESERT PUNK BAND, LORD DYING

ALL SHOWS ALL AGES

E V E R Y T U E S D A Y 2 F O R 1 W I T H T H I S A D
EVERY SUNDAY!  S F COMEDY S HOWCASE
“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!”–DAVE CHAPPELLE

PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM  • FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF • TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF
444 BATTERY STREET • 18 & OVER • 2 DRINK MINIMUM • ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE • 415-397-7573

SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY!

Newspaper: GUARDIAN

publish Date: 7/9/2014

art Due: 7/4

CoNteNt: pUNch/cobb’s

size: 1/10 pAGe (1.89 X 5.42 ”)

art proDuCtioN: sAchA pfeIfeR (720) 239-3411

ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum • 18 & older with valid ID
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO • SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320

Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St.
WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM

Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject
to change without notice. All tickets are subject to

applicable service charges. Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office.  

follow
us on

twitter
and

facebook!
THURSDAY 7/10

DoUg BenSon’S 
7/10 DAY SHow

wednesday 7/16 - saturday 7/19
From ToTally Biased and

Comedy UndergroUnd w/dave aTTell!
LOUIS KATZ

 doogie Horner, Joe ngUyen

wednesday 7/9 - saturday 7/12
From THe daily sHow!
MICHAEL CHE
Jim Tews, Karinda doBBins

tuesday 7/22
STEvE ByrnE And 
THE CAST Of
SULLIvAn And SOn

FRIDAY 7/11 - SATURDAY 7/12
PeTe HoLMeS

From The Pete Holmes Show and You Made It Weird!

FRIDAY 7/18 - SATURDAY 7/19
THe PLASTIc cUP BoYz
Na’im Lynn, Will “Spank” Horton!  From Kevin Hart’s ‘Laugh at My Pain’ tour!

tuesday 7/15
Liz Grant’s DatinG is ComeDy

wednesday 7/23 - saturday 7/26
From adam ray Tv and THe HeaT!

AdAM rAy
ForresT sHaw, marK serriTella

FRIDAY 7/25 - SUnDAY 7/27
noRM MAcDonALD

From Saturday Night Live and Dirty Work!

SUnDAY 7/13
coMeDY ALLSTARS

With Frank Quinones

For tickets & current show info: 
Yoshis.com /  510-238-9200

All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended.

VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s Oakland • Details at www.yoshis.com/vip

• • • • • • • •  get tickets at  yoshis.com  • • • • • • • •

oakland

510 embarcadero west

Publication: SF Bay Guardian
Size: 3/10v  -  3.95” x 8.21”
Run Date: 070914

Design: Marc Zuazua    
512-665-7526

Wed, Jul 9
Consciousness CD Release

Club
Nouveau

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mon, Jul 14
Summertime Blues Series

JaNIva MaGNeSS

Thu, Jul 10 - Founding member of Tower of Power

GreG aDaMS
aND eaSt bay Soul

Fri-Sun, Jul 11-13
Bay Area Latin jazz legend

Pete eSCoveDo
Birthday CeleBration

Tue, Jul 15
Award-winning songwriter & frequent vocalist for Snarky Puppy

luCy WooDWarD
Tue, Jul 15 - Late Night Series

Chart-topping R&B songwriter

GeorGe taNDy Jr.
 Wed, Jul 16

aNthoNy
DavID (acoustic)

Thu-Fri, Jul 17-18
Soulful female vocalist

leela JaMeS
Sat-Mon, Jul 19-21
Soul singer with a heart of gold

MuSIq
SoulChIlD

Tue, Jul 22 - A tribute to Wes Montgomery

JaCqueS leSure 
quINtet
Wed, Jul 23
Trailblazing songwriter, singer
& keyboard player

PJ MortoN
Thu & Sat, Jul 24 & 26
Soul Queen of New Orleans

IrMa thoMaS
Fri, Jul 25

The new R&B sensation

WIllIaM DaveNPort
Sun-Mon, Jul 27-28

roN Carter trio
feat. russell Malone & Donald vega

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Tue, Jul 29

laJazzo
Wed, Jul 30

SISterS oF Soul Iv
feat. Jackie bryant, Paulynn, 

Misa Malone, qui510

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thu, Jul 31

tab beNoIt
Thu, Jul 31 - Late Night Series

SyDNey NyCole and Friends

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Fri-Sat, Aug 1-2

lalah
hathaWay
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Dance Party,” w/ DJs Jamie Jams & EmDee, 
Second Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5-$10.
Mercer: “Luft,” w/ Abstraxion, Blu Farm, MPHD, 
9 p.m., $12+ advance.
Mezzanine: “Lights Down Low,” w/ Hot Chip (DJ 
set), Juan MacLean, Richie Panic, Sleazemore, 
Bathhouse, 9 p.m., $20.
Monarch: “Rolling Tuff,” w/ Clockwork, Avatism, 
Matt Hubert, Max Gardner, 9 p.m., $15-$20 
advance.
Public Works: “Tipping Point,” w/ The Crystal 
Method (DJ set), Aphrodite, Funkagenda, Billy 
Casazza, Dulce Vita, Grammar, Eliki, JE, Mike 
Butler, Jonboy, Kimba, 9:30 p.m., $25 advance.
Rickshaw Stop: “Bardot A Go Go: Pre-Bastille 
Day Dance Party,” w/ DJs Brother Grimm, Pink 
Frankenstein, and Cali Kid, 9 p.m., $10.
S.F. Eagle: “The CubHouse: GaymerX2 Edition,” 
w/ DJs Hail Thief & Big Mike, 9 p.m., $10.
Showdown: “The Reboot,” w/ The Certain People 
Crew, Second Friday of every month, 10 p.m., 
free.
Supperclub San Francisco: “Klubhaüs,” w/ 
Festiva, Billy Seal, Blurr, Artimus Prime, James 
Ashley, DJ Believe, Madkat5, Mario Mare, 10 
p.m.
Temple: “Boogaloo Bounce 3,” w/ D-Clan, Kepik, 
Parish, Mikey Tan, Elements, Meikee Magnetic, 
Mixtress Shizaam, 10 p.m., $15.
Underground SF: “Pulse Generator,” w/ resident 
DJs Cherushii, Clairity, and Nightbiscuit, Second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., free.
Vessel: Heatbeat, Jack Nagz, 10 p.m., $10-$30.

HIP-HOP
John Colins: “Heartbeat,” w/ resident DJ 
Strategy, Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5 (free before 11 p.m).
Manor West: “Vintage Friday,” w/ DJ Apollo & Mr. 
Choc, 10 p.m.
Slate Bar: “The Turn Up,” w/ DJs Spank Bank 
& Ma Yeah, Second Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., free.

ACOUSTIC
Bazaar Cafe: Mick Shaffer & Randy Clark, 7 p.m.
Bottom of the Hill : Before the Brave, Travis 

Hayes, Trebuchet, Christian Lee Hutson, 9 p.m., 
$10.
Chapel: Lia Rose, We Became Owls, 9 p.m., 
$12-$15.
Dolores Park Cafe: Kara Goslin, 7:30 p.m.
Hotel Utah: The David Mayfield Parade, Secret 
Town, Hank & Her Ponies, 9 p.m., $10.
Neck of the Woods: Frankie Boots & The County 
Line, Six Mile Station, Lucas Ohio, 10 p.m., $8.
Plough & Stars: Clara Bellino, 9 p.m.
Red Poppy Art House: “Makings: Songs from 
Tillie Olsen’s Journals,” w/ Jesse Olsen Bay & 
Rebekah Edwards, Charming Hostess, 7:30 
p.m., $10-$20.

JAZZ
Bird & Beckett: Jimmy Ryan’s Bird & Beckett 
Bebop Band, Second Friday of every month, 
5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult.
Boom Boom Room: Grant Green Jr. with Donald 
Harrison, Wil Blades, and Brandon Etzler, 9:30 
p.m., $15 advance.
Cafe Claude: Jerry Oakley Trio, 7:30 p.m., free.
Emerald Tablet: Tammy Hall Trio, 8 p.m., $10-
$20 suggested donation.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free.
Level III: Sony Holland, Wednesdays-Fridays, 
5-8 p.m., free.
Pier 23 Cafe: Maikel Garcia, 8 p.m., free.
Rite Spot Cafe: Conscious Contact, 9 p.m., free.
Savanna Jazz Club: Roarin’ Hounds, 7:30 p.m., 
$8.
Top of the Mark: Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 
p.m., $10.

INTERNATIONAL
Cliff House: Orquesta Conquistador Quartet, 
Second Friday of every month, 7 p.m.
Elbo Room: La Gente, Candelaria, Kush Arora, 
Rasa Vitalia, 9:30 p.m., $12.
Old First Presbyterian Church: Cascada de 
Flores, 8 p.m., $5-$17.
Roccapulco Supper Club: Fuego Latino, 9 p.m.

BLUES

Biscuits and Blues: Grady Champion, 7:30 & 10 
p.m., $22.
Lou’s Fish Shack: 3Little Wolf & The HellCats, 
8:30 p.m.
Saloon: Jinx Jones & The KingTones, Second 
Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Chris Cobb, 9:30 
p.m.
Tupelo: Marshall Law Band, 9 p.m.

EXPERIMENTAL
Center for New Music: Import/Export, new elec-
tro-acoustic works performed by Jacob Abela & 
Meerenai Shim, 8 p.m., $10-$15.

SOUL
Brick & Mortar Music Hall : Raquel Rodriguez, 9 
p.m., $12.
The Knockout: “Nightbeat,” w/ DJs Primo, Lucky, 
and Dr. Scott, Second Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., $4.
Madrone Art Bar: “Yo Momma: M.O.M. Weekend 
Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza, Second Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.).
Monarch: “The Payback: 2-Year Anniversary 
Party,” w/ DJs Columbo Ahmed, Enki, and Harry 
Duncan (in the upstairs bar), 9:30 p.m., free.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Tony! Toni! Toné!, 8 & 10 
p.m., $29-$36.

SATURDAY 12
ROCK
Bender’s: Mammatus, Flood, DeBartolo, 10 
p.m., $5.
Biscuits and Blues: Sons of Champlin, 7 & 10 
p.m., $45-$50.
Bottom of the Hill : Odd Owl, The Senators, Cave 
Clove, Lauren O’Connell, 8:30 p.m., $10-$12.
Chapel: Sonny & The Sunsets; The Reds, Pinks & 
Purples; Bouquet, 9 p.m., $13-$15.
El Rio: Burn River Burn, Chris James & The 
Showdowns, The Devil in California, Finding 
Stella, 3 p.m., $10; Silver Snakes, The New 
Trust, Highlands, 9 p.m., $10.
Hemlock Tavern: See Minus, Lozen, Qui, 

Hazzard’s Cure, 9 p.m., $8.
Hotel Utah: The Bye Bye Blackbirds, Blue Skies 
for Black Hearts, Super Natural, 9 p.m., $10.
Independent: The U.S. Air Guitar Championships 
2014 Semifinals, 9 p.m., $20.
Knockout: Future Twin, Armedalite Rifles, 
Apogee Sound Club, Little Sister, 4 p.m.
Milk Bar: Amber Crawl, Passion Killers, Pubic 
Heroinne, Beta Ray, 8 p.m., $8.
Slim’s: Waterstrider, Guy Fox, Yassou Benedict, 

9 p.m., $14.
Thee Parkside: Victory, Pressure Point, Assault & 
Battery, Blank Spots, 9 p.m., $12.

DANCE
Amnesia: “2 Men Will Move You,” w/ DJs Primo & 
Jordan, Second Saturday of every month, 9 p.m.
Audio Discotech: “Modular,” w/ Urulu, Pedro 
Arbulu, MFYRS, Trev Campbell, 9:30 p.m., 
$10-$20.

MUSIC LISTINGS THE ANTLERS PLAY GREAT AMERICAN MUSIC HALL FRIDAY, JULY 11.
photo by Marc LeMoine
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BeatBox: “Evolution: 2-Year Anniversary,” w/ DJ 
Alexander, 10 p.m., $15-$25.
Cat Club: “Club Gossip,” w/ DJs Damon, Low-
Life, Shon, and guests, 9 p.m., $5-$8 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.).
DNA Lounge: “Bootie S.F.,” w/ Smash-Up Derby, 
A+D, Entyme, Jimi G, Delorean Overdrive, 
Meikee Magnetic, Mixtress Shizaam, more, 9 
p.m., $10-$15.
Elbo Room: “Tormenta Tropical,” w/ DJ Blass, 
Oro11, Deejay Theory, 10 p.m., $5-$10.
Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Call on Me: A 
Tribute to Classic House Music,” w/ DJs G-Stav, 
St. John, Nader, Hanik, and Eddy Santana, 9 
p.m.
Madrone Art Bar: “Straighten It Out,” w/ DJ Jerry 
Nice, 10 p.m., $5.
Mighty: “Salted,” w/ Miguel Migs, Julius Papp, 

guests, Second Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10 before 11 p.m.
Monarch: “Deep Blue,” w/ D’Julz, Rooz, Bo, 9:30 
p.m., $13 advance.
Public Works: “JackHammer Disco,” w/ 
Basement Jaxx (DJ set), DJ Jenö, Bells & 
Whistles, Direct to Earth (Patrick Gil, Bob 5, 
Brian Knarfield), 9 p.m., $20-$35 advance.
Q Bar: “Shoop!,” w/ DJs Tommy T & Bryan B, 
Second Saturday of every month, 9 p.m.
Rickshaw Stop: “Cockblock,” w/ DJ Natalie Nuxx 
& guests, Second Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10.
Ruby Skye: Robbie Rivera, Sebjak, 9 p.m., $10-
$25 advance.
Slide: “Phoria,” w/ Ben Nicky, 10 p.m., $10 
advance.
Stud: “Frolic: A Celebration of Costume & 
Dance,” w/ DJ NeonBunny, Second Saturday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $8 ($4 in costume).
Temple: Wild Boyz!, Sam F, Rich Era, 10 p.m., 

$20.
Vessel: Andy Caldwell, Mikey Tan, Agency 55, 10 
p.m., $10-$30.

HIP-HOP
111 Minna Gallery: “Back to the ‘90s,” Second 
Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $10.
John Colins: “Frothin,” w/ resident DJ Matt Cali, 
Second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m.

ACOUSTIC
Amnesia: Sam Doores, Pony Hunt, 7 p.m., 
$7-$10.
Bazaar Cafe: David Thompson & Mario DiSandro, 
7 p.m.
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco: Oneg 
Shabbat: Saturdays Unplugged at the JCCSF, w/ 
The Hot Buttered Rum Family Show, 3-6 p.m., 
free.
Neck of the Woods: Aaron Embry, Paula Frazer, 

Carly Ritter, 9:30 p.m., $12.
Pa’ina: Garden Island Blend, 7 p.m., free.

JAZZ
Bird & Beckett: Jazz Club Saturdays with Grant 
Levin, 8 p.m., $8-$15.
Cafe Claude: Scott Larson Trio, 7:30 p.m., free.
Center for New Music: Best Coast Composers 
Series #7: Nathan Clevenger, 7:30 p.m., $12-
$15.
Hotel Rex: “C’est Magnifique!,” featuring Lua 
Hadar with Twist, 8 p.m.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free.
Pier 23 Cafe: Mario Flores Group, 8 p.m., free.
Savanna Jazz Club: Byrds of a Feather, Second 
Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $8.
Sheba Piano Lounge: The Robert Stewart 
Experience, 9 p.m.
Zingari: Barbara Ochoa, 8 p.m., free.

INTERNATIONAL
Fort Mason, Southside Theater: El Güegüense, 8 
p.m., $20.
Make-Out Room: “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger 
Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10.
Ramp: Julio Bravo y Su Orquesta Salsabor, 5:15 
p.m., $10.
Space 550: “Club Fuego,” 9:30 p.m.
Yerba Buena Gardens: The Klez-X, 1 p.m., free.

BLUES
Lou’s Fish Shack: Willie G, 8:30 p.m.
Plough & Stars: The Rattle Cans, 9 p.m.
Saloon: Dave Workman, Second Saturday of 
every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, 9:30 p.m.

EXPERIMENTAL
Intersection for the Arts: The Astonishing Sea, 
audio-visual performance featuring Cheryl E. 
Leonard, Oona Stern, Mem1, Elia Vargas, more, 
8 p.m., $10-$15.

FUNK
Boom Boom Room: The Willie Waldman Project, 
9:30 p.m., $15-$20.

SOUL
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Tony! Toni! Toné!, 8 & 10 
p.m., $33-$38.

SUNDAY 13
ROCK
DNA Lounge: Gorilla Music Battle of the Bands, 
w/ Dreadnought, Foreign Frontiers, The Boos, 

Backseat Action, Jakey Lee, RonDre., Ickis, 
Shepherds We Shall Be, Day Labor, A Human 
Costume, 5:30 p.m., $10-$12.
Hemlock Tavern: Wuv, Dennis, Bad History 
Month, Dust from 1000 Years, 8:30 p.m., $7.
Independent: Magic Man, Night Terrors of 1927, 
Prides, 8 p.m., $12-$14.
Make-Out Room: CCR Headcleaner, Queen 
Crescent, 7:30 p.m., $8.

DANCE
Cafe Cocomo: “2nd Sunday,” w/ WhiteNoize, 
Ron Reeser, Rooz, Andrew Phelan, Mario Dubbz, 
Bardia F, ThuyVu, Rumm, Agency 55, noon, $12-
$15 advance.
DNA Lounge: “Black Rock Cantina: A Wretched 
Hive of Scum & Villainy,” w/ Ezra Croft, DrKnobz, 
Starbeast 2, 8 p.m., $10-$15.
EndUp: “The Rhythm Room,” w/ Jason Tokita, 
Brian Salazar, Pat Allen, Bryan Boogie, Paul 
Gordon, Vega Garcia, 10 p.m.
F8: “Stamina,” w/ Tantrum Desire, Lukeino, 
Jamal, Joey Mojo, Adept, 10 p.m., free.
Knockout: “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free.
Monarch: “Stretch Sunday,” w/ Slow Hands, Bells 
& Whistles, Papa Lu, Lisbona, 9 p.m., $10-$20.
Parlor: “Sunday Sessions,” w/ DJ Marc deVascon-
celos, 9 p.m., free.
Stud: “Disco Pop Mash-Up,” w/ DJ Jamie D, 9 
p.m., free.
Temple: “Sunset Arcade,” 18+ dance party & 
game night, 9 p.m., $10.
Underground SF: Outpost Launch Party, w/ Vin Sol, 
Michael Claus, CM-4, 9 p.m., free.

HIP-HOP
Boom Boom Room: “Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 
p.m., free.
Neck of the Woods: D.M.C., The Oakland Mind, Jay 
Stone (featuring Them Hellas), 9 p.m., $18-$20.

ACOUSTIC
Chieftain: Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m.
Hotel Utah: Ray & Remora, Jake London, Wayfarer, 
8 p.m., $10.
Plough & Stars: Seisiún with John Sherry & Kyle 
Thayer, 9 p.m.
Thee Parkside: Whiskey Shivers, Misisipi Mike & 
The Midnight Gamblers, The Up & Down, 8 p.m., 
$10.

JAZZ
Bird & Beckett: Smith Dobson V Ensemble, 4:30 
p.m.
Biscuits and Blues: Lloyd Gregory, 7 & 9 p.m., 
$20.
Cafe Claude: Belinda Blair, 7:30 p.m., free.
Chez Hanny: Alon Nechushtan’s Venture Bound 
Quartet, 4 p.m., $20 suggested donation.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free.
Savanna Jazz Club: Savanna Jazz Jam with David 
Byrd, 7 p.m., $5.

INTERNATIONAL
Bissap Baobab: “Brazil & Beyond,” 6:30 p.m., 
free.
El Rio: Salsa Sundays, Second and Fourth Sunday 
of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10.
Ramp: Los Boleros, 4:35 p.m., $8.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Jaffa Road, 7 p.m., $22-
$25.

REGGAE
Elbo Room: “Dub Mission,” w/ DJ Stepwise, DJ 
Sep, Maneesh the Twister, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.).
Pa’ina: Rebel Souljahz, CRSB, 7 p.m.

BLUES
Lou’s Fish Shack: Nat Bolden, 4 p.m.
Saloon: Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, 
Second Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m.
Swig: Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m.
Union Square Park: Crosscut, 2 p.m., free.

FUNK
Jane Warner Plaza: Katdelic, 1 p.m., free.

MONDAY 14
ROCK
Brick & Mortar Music Hall : The Tet Holiday, The 
Guru, 9 p.m., $15.
Elbo Room: Planes Mistaken for Stars, All Eyes 

MUSIC LISTINGS
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“WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG

ALCOHOLACAUST PRESENTS:
MAMMATUS,

“THE RETURN OF” FLOOD
W/ DEBARTALO

10PM ONLY $5

“SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA

 $2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES
 $5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS

“MOJITO MONDAYS”
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 

ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL

“TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH  A CAN OF TECATE

BENDERS BAR & GRILL
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH  415.824.1800
 MON-THU 4PM-2AM  FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM

 WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 

7/9

7/12

7/13

KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM

7/15

7/14

ADVANCE TICKETS

www.browNpApErTICKETS.Com

ELbo room IS LoCATED AT

647 VALENCIA NEAr 17Th

fri

7/11

9:30pm

$12

sat

7/12

10pm  

$5 b4 

11pm

$10 

AfTEr

wed

7/9

9pm 

frEE

UpComINg

ThU 7/17 hI LIfE

frI 7/18 Coo Coo bIrDS/ hAppy fANgS

SAT 7/19 SAT NIghT SoUL pArTy

SUN 7/20 DUb mISSIoN: rogEr mAS

thu

7/10

9:30pm

$6

wed

7/16

9pm

$7

sun

7/13

9pm

frEE 

b4 9:30 

$6 

AfTEr

CommUNE  prESENTS

wILD moTh

CrEEpErS, DrAb mAJESTy

pLUS popgANg DJS

fUNKIfIED-ELECTro-TropICAL-gETDowN

hI LIfE

wITh rESIDENT DJS 

pLEASUrEmAKEr  

& IZZy wISE

ELbo room prESENTS

LA gENTE

CANDELArIA

KUSh ArorA, rASA VITALIA

bErSA DISCoS prESENTS

TormENTA TropICAL 

wITh SpECIAL gUEST 

DJ bLASS (pUErTo rICo) 

rESIDENT DJS oro 11 & 

DEEJAy ThEory (bErSA DISCoS)

DUb mISSIoN

prESENTS ThE bEST IN DUb,

rooTS rEggAE & DANCEhALL

wITh DJ SEp

mANEESh ThE TwISTEr 

(SUryA DUb/KpfA) & gUEST 

DJ STEpwISE (KULChA LATINo)

ELbo room prESENTS

pLANES mISTAKEN 

for STArS

ALL EyES wEST, wALKEN,  

STATIoN & ThE moNSTEr

ALL NITE forro pArTy

porrETA

qUETZAL gUErrEro (LIVE)

DJS LUCIo K & CArIoCA

LUCIfEr’S hAmmEr prESENTS

ImApLED

wAyfArEr (Co)

DrEADNAUghT (Co)

LArVAE

tue

7/15

9pm

$5 b4 10

$8 AfTEr

mon

7/14

9pm 

$8 ADV 

$10 Door

FRIDAY, 7/11 • 9PM$15
WEHRMACHT
RAPTOR • RUDE 

SATURDAY, 7/12 • 9PM $12
POWERHOUSE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

VICTORY
PRESSURE POINT • ASSAULT & BATTERY 

BLANK SPOTS
SUNDAY, 7/13 • 3PM FREE

ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS
WESTERN JUSTICE
WEST COAST WILDFIRE

NIGHT SHOW • 8PM $10/$12:
WHISKEY SHIVERS

MISISIPI MIKE & THE MIDNIGHT GAMBLERS
THE UP & DOWN

UPCOMING SHOWS
7/11  - SEAN FLINN & THE ROYAL WE, PIRANHA PARTY, BE CALM HONCHO
7/18  - THE TANTRUMS, ALOHA SCREWDRIVER, SWAMP ANGEL
7/19  - JASON CRUZ & HOWL, THE DARLINGS, THE PULLMEN, THE FAMOUS
7/26  - VOODOO GLOW SKULLS, LA PLEBE, MONKEY
8/7  - THE COO COO BIRDS, THE SINGLES, WAG
8/8  - EARLY GRAVES, THEORIES, BEDRUCKEN
8/14 - WHITEY MORGAN & THE 78’S, ELLIOT RANDALL & THE DEADMEN
8/15 - THE COPYRIGHTS
8/28  - THE MEMBERS
8/30  - BLACK CARL, THE STRUTS
9/3  - JOEY CAPE, CHRIS CRESSWELL, BRIAN WAHLSTROM
9/4  - HAIL THE SUN, STOLAS, SPECIAL GUESTS

FULL BAR 7 DAYS • Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON

KITCHEN OPEN DAILY • SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM)

theeparkside.com
1600 17th Street • 415-252-1330
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West, Walken, Station & The Monster, 9 p.m., 
$8-$10.
Knockout: “Dazzle,” w/ V.E.X., Violent Vickie, 
Ritual Howls, Orson Wagon, DJs Grimmy Grumm 
& Two Dudes in Love, 8:30 p.m., $5.
Slim’s: Sam Flax, Melted Toys, 8 p.m., $12.

DANCE
DNA Lounge: “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party 
with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & 
guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5.
Q Bar: “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and Richie 
Panic, 9 p.m., free.

ACOUSTIC
Amnesia: Toshio Hirano, Second Monday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free.
Hotel Utah: Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 

p.m., free.
Saloon: Peter Lindman, 4 p.m.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Martha Wainwright, 8 
p.m., $22-$26.

JAZZ
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free.
Le Colonial: Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free.
Mechanics’ Institute Library: Bastille Day 
Celebration with Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., $15-$25.
Zingari: Nora Maki, 7:30 p.m., free.

INTERNATIONAL
Cafe Claude: Trio Garufa, 7:30 p.m., free.

BLUES
Elite Cafe: “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m.
Saloon: The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m.

TUESDAY 15
ROCK
Bottom of the Hill : Dwarves, The Queers, Masked 
Intruder, The Atom Age, 9 p.m., $20.
Hemlock Tavern: A Sunny Day in Glasgow, Cruel 
Summer, Swiftumz, 8 p.m., $10.
Independent: Filter, Helmet, Local H, 8 p.m., 
$25.
Knockout: Wild Eyes, Sweet Chariot, Banquet, DJ 
Handlebars, 9:30 p.m., $7.
Rickshaw Stop: Tiny Ruins, Emily Jane White, 
Dim Peaks, 8 p.m., $10-$12.

DANCE
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, 
Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2.
Boom Boom Room: “Time Warp Tuesdays,” w/ DJ 
Madison, 9 p.m., free.

Monarch: “Soundpieces,” w/ A Sol Mechanic, Big 
Wild, Airlocke, Kuh-Lida, 9 p.m., $5-$10 (free 
before 10:30 p.m.).
Underground SF: “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free.

ACOUSTIC
Bazaar Cafe: Songwriter in Residence: Bonnie 
Sun, 7 p.m. continues through July 29.
Hotel Utah: Django Mack, Sugar Ponies, 8 p.m., 
$10.
Plough & Stars: Seisiún with John Caufield, 
Kenny Sommerville, and Jack Gilder, 9 p.m.
Rite Spot Cafe: Drizzoletto, 8:30 p.m., free.

JAZZ
Burritt Room: Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 
p.m., free.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Clifford Lamb, Mel 
Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free.
Verdi Club: “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy 
Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12.

Zingari: Lisa Andrea Torres, 7:30 p.m., free.

INTERNATIONAL
Elbo Room: “Porreta!,” all night forro party with 
DJs Carioca & Lucio K, Third Tuesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $7.
F8: “Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating resident 
DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 
p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.).

BLUES
Biscuits and Blues: Ron Thompson & The 
Resistors, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15.
Saloon: Lisa Kindred, Third Tuesday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m.

SOUL
Make-Out Room:  “Lost & Found,” w/ DJs Primo, 
Lucky, and guests, 9:30 p.m., free. 2

cont>>
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MUSIC LISTINGS

WALTDISNEY.ORG
104 Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94129

Explore the exuberant charm of Mary Blair, one of Walt Disney’s most  
inventive and influential designers and art directors. Blair’s joyful 
creativity, her appealing designs, and her energetic color palette  
endure in numerous media, including the classic Disney animated 
films Cinderella, Alice in Wonderland, and Peter Pan, and also in  
the theme park attraction it’s a small world.

Mary Blair, concept artwork for Peter Pan (1953); collection Walt Disney Family Foundation, gift of Ron and Diane Disney Miller; © Disney | MAGIC, COLOR, FLAIR: the world of Mary Blair is organized by The Walt 

Disney Family Museum | © The Walt Disney Family Museum® Disney Enterprises, Inc. | © 2014 The Walt Disney Family Museum, LLC | The Walt Disney Family Museum is not affiliated with Disney Enterprises, Inc.

Sponsored by



30   SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN opinion        news        food + drink        the selector        music        arts + culture        film        classifieds        



July 9 - 15, 2014  /  SFBG.com    31 opinion        news        food + drink        the selector        music        arts + culture        film        classifieds        

By RoBeRt AvilA
arts@sfbg.com

tHeAteR Between Mugwumpin’s 
10th anniversary multi-show cel-
ebration and the University of 
Chichester’s second-annual perfor-
mance-making intensive, the sum-
mer has already been a pretty good 
one for ensemble driven theater. 
“Fury Factory” sends it over the top, 
this week and next, with a festival 
devoted exclusively to collaborative 
efforts in live performance from 
around the Bay Area and across the 
country. Utilizing the full plate of 
performance venues in the Mission’s 
block-sized Project Artaud, the fes-
tival (a roughly biennial offering 
of local theater troupe foolsFURY) 
offers nine main stage shows and 16 
works-in-progress by groups from 
New York, Chicago, Austin, Atlanta, 
and from California, San Francisco, 
Santa Rosa, Oakland, Blue Lake, and 
Los Angeles.

It all kicked off Sunday night 
at Z Below with Unfinished Business 
2014 (Bay Area Edition), a free 
works-in-progress showing from the 
aforementioned performance-mak-
ing intensive offered by the UK’s 
University of Chichester and co-pre-
senter the California Institute of 
Integral Studies (CIIS) — which has 
come onboard as a local partner 
and host for the university’s forth-
coming MFA program in perfor-
mance-making (another sign, and a 
favorable one, that border-blurring 
devised work is on the rise locally).

As part of its effort to spotlight 
ensemble work locally as well as put 
it in a larger geographical context, 
“Fury Factory”’s Saturday program 
includes a midday “convening” on 
the relationship of Bay Area theater 
to the wider national and inter-
national scenes — a salon whose 
centerpiece is a public “long table” 
conversation that this writer, among 
other folks, was invited to help 
lead off; followed by a screening of 
Austin Forbord’s 2011 documenta-
ry, Stage Left: A Story of Theater in San 
Francisco, with further input from 
the film’s lead researcher, Dr. Zack.

And speaking of tables, leading 
off the main stage productions this 
year is a work that takes place on 
and around one long-ass dining 
room setting called The Party — a 
weirdly intent performance soirée 
by the Imaginists, the admirable 
Santa Rosa company making its San 
Francisco debut at the Joe Goode 
Annex this week.

The piece (which I saw in an 
earlier version several months back) 
comes across as mischievously eso-
teric, eschewing a clear storyline for 
a jumble of narrative fits and starts 
that inevitably reflect on the power 
and contingency of story itself. At 
the same time, there are immediate, 
real world concerns undergirding the 
work, lending a sense of purpose and 
apprehension to its playful surfaces. 
For the past six years, founders and 
artistic directors Brent Lindsay and 
Amy Pinto have grown a flexible and 
adventurous company deeply rooted 
in its largely Spanish-speaking, work-
ing-class community. The group had 
been putting together a Christmas 
show featuring Chelsea Manning 
and Edward Snowden last October 
when Santa Rosa was rocked by the 
fatal shooting of 13-year-old Andy 
Lopez by a Sonoma County sheriff’s 
deputy. (The boy had been walking 
home with a toy gun at the time.) 
The grief and the ensuing political 
hailstorm emanating from that 
event brought the company’s pro-
duction plans to a standstill. What 
finally emerged was The Party.

“We all came to it as a collabo-
rative effort,” explains Lindsay, “and 
then we all just kept trying to clarify 
what the hell we were doing.” While 
the shooting and the politics it bru-
tally underscored remain instigating 
and enduring inspirations, the play 
has traveled far down its own path 
of investigation. Its action serves less 
to advance an overarching storyline 
or moral than to conjure a substra-
tum of desires and compulsions, a 

silence that speaks of what is not 
spoken.

“We really yearn for story, we 
want that,” says Lindsay. “The chaos 
of life won’t hand it to us. So we look 
to storytellers, or theater, to hand 
us the clean arc or the plot, we all 
have a desire for that. [The Party],” 
he laughs, “is really not giving you 
that at all.”

And speaking of substrata, a 
family-friendly main stage Bay Area 
premiere comes courtesy of Under 
the Table, a Brooklyn-based phys-
ical comedic theater ensemble. Its 
festival offering, The Hunchbacks 
of Notre Dame, follows a troupe of 
hunchbacked siblings trying to 
turn the tables on their hard luck, 
in something maybe just vaguely 
resembling the story by Victor Hugo. 
Yet more subsurface family-friend-
ly comedy comes along in The 
Submarine Show (an SF Fringe favorite 
by Oakland-based Slater Penny and 
former Cirque du Soleil performer 
Jaron Hollander).

The emphasis on works-in-prog-
ress in the festival’s “Raw Materials” 
series, meanwhile, develops an 
interest cultivated in two previous 
iterations of foolsFURY’s separate 
“Factory Parts” festival, which opens 
up the creative process to audiences 
(who see several offerings for the 
price of a single ticket) and, in the 
words of co–artistic director Debórah 
Eliezer, “provides a rare opportunity 
for new work to gain critical feed-
back through performance and audi-
ence engagement.” “Fury Factory” 
offerings in this realm include two 
developing pieces by San Francisco’s 
Deborah Slater Dance Theater, 
another by international clown trio 
the Defenestrators (of Blue Lake, 
stomping grounds of famed Dell’Arte 
school of physical theater), LA’s 
Estela Garcia (with a piece on the 
Spanish-Mexican surrealist paint-
er and anarchist Remedios Varo), 
Atlanta’s Danielle Deadwyler (with a 
“stream of consciousness mixtape lis-
tening party” exploring representa-
tions of the black female body), and 
two by foolsFURY (including play-
wright Steve Haskell’s Baden Powell 
Wars, about the conflicted Boer War 
hero and Boy Scouts founder). 2

“Fury Factory”

Through July 20, $16 (three 
performances, $39; five performances, 
$55)

Z Space, 450 Florida, SF

Z Below, 470 Florida, SF

Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama, SF

NOHspace, 2840 Mariposa, SF

www.foolsfury.org

turning 
the tables
‘Fury Factory’ unleashes 
ensemble-driven 
performances

arts + culture 

tHe imAginists deBut in sF 
witH The ParTy.
Photo by brent Lindsay

WED. JULY 9 MAC DEMARCO SOLD OUT – THANK YOU!
FRI. JULY 11 THE ANTLERS SOLD OUT – THANK YOU!

SAT. JULY 12 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR

THE SAM CHASE
FOXTAILS BRIGADE

THE CRUX

THURS. JULY 17 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $20 ADV. / $20 DOOR
BACK HOME SUMMER TOUR

ANDY GRAMMER
ANDREW RIPP

BRENDAN JAMES

FRI. JULY 18 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $26 ADV. / $31 DOOR
LOVE IN FLYING COLORS TOUR

THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE
DJ HECTOR

SAT. JULY 19 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $45 ADV. / $50 DOOR
DR. ROCK & LATIN ROCK INC. PRESENT

JOE BATAAN
DAKILA•LITTLE BROWN BROTHER

MON. JULY 21 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $30 ADV. / $30 DOOR

THE HOLD STEADY
CHEAP GIRLS

THURS. JULY 24 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $20 DOOR

ERICA SUNSHINE LEE
MISISIPI MIKE WOLF & THE
DEMPSEY WOLF PROJECT

THE GO AHEAD•LOU EVANS

WED. JULY 9 BEACH FOSSILS CANCELED — REFUNDS AT PLACE OF PURCHASE
THURS. JULY 10 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $21 DOOR

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM
EXMORTUS•HATCHET

FRI. JULY 11 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $20 ADV. / $20 DOOR

OVERLAND
SPACE MONKEY GANGSTAS
THE WHOA•BEN BENKERT & MUPPETMAN

SAT. JULY 12 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $14 ADV. / $14 DOOR

WATERSTRIDER
GUY FOX

YASSOU BENEDICT

MON. JULY 14 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $12 ADV. / $12 DOOR

MELTED TOYS
SAM FLAX
HEALING POTPOURRI

WED. JULY 16 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $20 ADV. / $20 DOOR

THE POLYPHONIC SPREE
SARAH JAFFE

THURS. JULY 17 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $18 DOOR

WOLVES IN THE
THRONE ROOM
DISPIRIT•NOMMO OGO

www.slimspresents.com
859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750

www.slimspresents.com
333 11th St. btwn. Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333

Guardian 7/9 -- 1/5 page v (3.95” x 5.42”)

All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim’s at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage.
Dinner tickets with reserved seating available at all shows. Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. thru

Fri. & show nights. ($1 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimspresents.com.
For tickets by fax info. call 415/255-0333 (Slim’s) / 415/885-0750 (GAMH) • Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449.

Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final–no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled ;

WED. 7/9 - FREE IN CHAPEL BAR - DOORS 7
LOCAL LABEL NIGHT

FATHER/DAUGHTER RECORDS 
WITH A PERFORMANCE BY RUNNING IN THE FOG

THU. 7/10 - $12 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
LIVE 105 + NEON GOLD PRESENT

WWATERS
CATHEDRALS

FRI. 7/11 - $12 ADV / $15 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
LIA ROSE

WE BECAME OWLS (ALBUM RELEASE SHOW)
SAT. 7/12 - $13 ADV / $15 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9

(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS
SSONNY & THE SUNSETS

THE REDS, PINKS & PURPLES / BOUQUET
WED. 7/16 - $12 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9

JESSICA HERNANDEZ & THE DELTAS
HUNGRY SKINNY / THE TROPICS

THU. 7/17 - $13 ADV / $15 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS

CRACRAFT SPELLS
THE BILINDA BUTCHERS

FRI. 7/18 - $17 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
ZONGO JUNCTION (”NO DISCOUNT” ALBUM RELEASE SHOW)

AFROLICIOUS / BRASS MAGIC
SAT. 7/19 - $15 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9

‘80S TRIBUTE NIGHT FEAT.
STSTRANGELOVE: THE ULTIMATE DEPECHE MODE TRIBUTE BAND 

TEMPTATION: NEW ORDER TRIBUTE)
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Marga Gomez, Photo by Josea Guzman

July 11 • 6–8:30 PM

deyoungmuseum.org/fridays       #FridayNightsDY

Fees apply for permanent collection and  
special exhibition galleries, dining, and cocktails.

GLAAD award–winning comedian and performance 
artist Marga Gomez will be telling jokes and 
representing two minorities: Latinas who don’t speak 
Spanish and lesbians who are bad at sports. Las 
Chicas de Esta Noche—Lulu Ramirez, Persia, and Vicky 
Jimenez—will delight museum visitors with their dance 
performances, singing, lip-syncing, and gorgeous 
costumes. Produced in collaboration with René Yañez.

•	 Mixed-media art-making stations with craft projects 
inspired by the Bullycide Project

•	 The Monsters and Robots Project: A Visual Dialog, by  
Artist-in-Residence Joshua Margolis

Season Sponsor Additional Support 
San Francisco 
Auxiliary of the  
Fine Arts Museums

Media Sponsor

Are you free 
Friday night? 
We are.

By Rita Felciano
arts@sfbg.com

DANCE It took Los Angeles-born 
Melody Takata, founder and artistic 
director of Japantown’s GenRyu Arts, 
four years to convince her parents to 
let her study dance. It was her older 
sister’s “fault” — she had studied bal-
let for a while but didn’t like it and 
stopped. “So my parents didn’t want 
to go through that experience again,” 
Takata remembered. But Takata was 
living in a Japanese American com-
munity that embraced traditional 
arts, and ballet wasn’t what she had 
in mind.

When she finally got her way, she 
went all out, starting at eight with 
Odori (Japanese dance), including Bon 
Odori, a popular circular community 
dance integral to the Odon festival 
that honors the ancestors. At 10, she 
began studying Nihon Buyo (Japanese 
classical dance) and did so for a 
decade. During that time, she acquired 
a repertoire of some two dozen solos 
drawn from Kabuki. “Some of them, 
I perform excerpts only; they are too 
long for an audience to sit through,” 
she observed. They are also expensive 
to perform because they have to be 
licensed, and the elaborate costumes 
(up to $10,000 a piece) are costly, even 
on loan. Yet recently, Takata reprised 
her studies with her 93-year-old Nihon 
Buyo teacher, wanting to deepen her 
insight into this noble art.

So what attracted her to this rig-
orous and highly stylized form that 
includes — besides dancing from 
within heavy costumes — an intricate 
gestural vocabulary of fans, swords, 
scarves, umbrellas, and even canes? “I 
just liked becoming all these different 
characters,” she smiled.

Adding to her dance studies, 
at 13 she started on the shamisen 
(“three-stringed”) instrument; at 

15 she joined the Taiko group Los 
Angeles Matsuri. “Dance is my first 
love, and music is part of that,” she 
explained. Taiko sharpens rhythmic 
acuity, but for Takata, it’s also part 
of a communal experience.

She creates multifaceted works 
in which she wants “to explore our 
story” through Taiko, spoken word, 
contemporary movement, music, 
traditional Japanese dance, and 
video. Regular collaborators include 
Francis Wong and Asian Improv 
aRts, as well as actor-comedian Todd 
Nakagawa and Chicago filmmaker, 
bassist, shamisen expert, and Taiko 
drummer Tatsuo Aoki.

Though steeped in tradition, 
Takata doesn’t want these practices 
to become enshrined as museum 
pieces. In 2012, as part of Chicago’s 
annual Taiko Legacy festival, Takata 
— dressed in a black evening gown 
and elbow-length white gloves — per-
formed her solo Yodan, which melded 
dance and Taiko. Her works may 
examine issues particular to her com-
munity, but they also resonate with 
broader audiences. In 2010, Tsuki no 
Usagi (Rabbit in the Moon) was created 
to mark the centennial of the Angel 
Island Immigration Center, where 
60,000 Japanese passed through 1910-
1940. The work is rooted in a popular 
myth in which a rabbit was willing to 
sacrifice its life for others. As a reward 
it was lifted to the moon where, 
Takata said, “it can be seen on either 
side of the ocean.”

The themes of 2011’s Fox and 
Jewel — which added jazz, anima-
tion, and poetry into the dance-and-
Taiko mix — no doubt resonated 
with Bay Area audiences. Fox is a 
magical shape-shifting being who 
comes to the aid of humble folks; in 
this piece, it’s a mochi-shop owner 
who takes on real estate speculators 
who continue to threaten the exis-

tence of the local Japantown.
Takata’s newest work, Shadow 

to Shadow, premieres Sat/12 as part 
of this year’s Japan Week. The 
hourlong piece draws inspiration 
from Junichiro Tanizaki’s poetic In 
Praise of Shadows, in which he wist-
fully looks at Japan’s increasing 
Westernization and the essential dif-
ferences between two cultures that 
are still learning to coexist.

BE THERE
Physically, Enrico Labayen may be 
small, but in importance, he stands 
tall. Faced with multiple physical 
challenges and exorbitant medical 
bills, the choreographer and artistic 
director of Labayen Dance/SF is in the 
fight of his life. So the dance com-
munity is stepping up with “Encore 
for Enrico,” a benefit performance to 
help one of its own. Though he was 
an early member of Lines Ballet and 
a longtime ballet teacher, Labayen 
may best be known as a prolific and 
wide-ranging choreographer for his 
own company. But he also is a gen-
erous supporter for those who come 
here from other places, as he did. 
Recent arrivals like Victor Talledos 
and Daiane Lopes da Silva found an 
early home in his company. Health 
permitting, Labayen will perform a 
new solo, Will You Still Be There? 2

Shadow to Shadow

Sat/12, 2 and 7:30pm, free (donations 
accepted; sign up for free tickets at 
brownpapertickets.com/event/704453)

Tateuchi Hall

1830 Sutter, SF

www.genryuarts.org

“encoRe FoR enRico”

Sat/12, 7:30pm, $25-$30

Dance Mission Theater

3316 24th St, SF

http://labayendancecompany.com

aRts + cultuRe dance

New classics

FRom leFt: melody takata at taiko legacy  
in chicago; laBayen dance/sF

Melody Takata brings 

traditional Japanese dance 

into the 21st century
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NECK OF THE WOODS | 406 CLEMENT ST| SAN FRANCISCO | 8PM | 21+

www.neckofthewoodssf.com

Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues to 
confirm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita Felciano, 
and Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items for the listings 
at listings@sfbg.com. For complete listings, see 
www.sfbg.com.

THEATER
OpEning
The Guerrillas of Powell Street Bindlestiff 
Studio, 185 Sixth St, SF; www.bindlestiffstudio.
org. $10-20. Previews Thu/10-Fri/11, 8pm. Opens 
Sat/12, 8pm. Runs Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 3pm. 
Through Aug 2. Bindlestiff Studio presents the 
world premiere of the English translation of Rody 
Vera’s play about Filipino World War II veterans in 
San Francisco, based on Benjamin Pimentel’s novel.
Hick: A Love Story, The Romance of Lorena 
Hickok and Eleanor Roosevelt Eureka Theatre, 
215 Jackson, SF; www.crackpotcrones.com. Free. 
Opens Thu/10, 8pm. Runs Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 
3pm. Through July 27. Crackpot Crones and Theatre 
Rhinoceros present Terry Baum in her new solo show 
about the relationship between the pioneering jour-
nalist and the First Lady.
Now and at the Hour Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, 
SF; www.theexit.org. $15-25. Opens Fri/11, 8pm. 
Runs Fri-Sat, 8pm. Through July 26. Magician and 
solo performer Christian Cagigal performs his latest 
show, “an intimate, interactive, and unnerving the-
atrical experience.”
BAy AREA
Dracula Inquest Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, 
Berk; www.centralworks.org. $15-28. Previews 
Thu/10-Fri/11, 8pm. Opens Sat/12, 8pm. Runs 
Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 5pm. Through Aug 17. Central 
Works performs Gary Graves’ mystery inspired by 
the Bram Stoker vampire classic.
The Great Pretender Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield, Palo Alto; www.theatreworks.org. $19-
74. Previews Wed/9-Fri/11, 8pm. Opens Sat/12, 
8pm. Runs Tue-Wed, 7:30pm; Thu-Sat, 8pm 
(also Sat, 2pm); Sun, 2 and 7pm. Through Aug 3. 
TheatreWorks performs the world premiere of David 
West Read’s bittersweet comedy.
12th Night Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby, Berk; www.
shotgunplayers.org. $20-35. Previews Wed/9-
Fri/11, 8pm. Opens Sat/12, 8pm. Runs Wed-Thu, 
7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 5pm. Through Aug 17. 
Shotgun Players take a fresh approach to the 
Shakespeare classic, using folk music and other 
twists.

OngOing
Each and Every Thing Marsh San Francisco Main 
Stage, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $20-
50. Thu-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 8:30pm. Extended through 
Aug 24. The latest solo show from celebrated writ-
er-performer Dan Hoyle (Tings Dey Happen,The 
Real Americans) winds a more random course than 
usual across the country and abroad but then that’s 
the idea — or at least Hoyle warns us, right after 
an opening encounter with a touchy young white 
supremacist, that the trip he’s taking us on is a sub-
tle one. Displaying again his exceptional gifts as a 
writer and protean performer, Hoyle deftly embodies 
a set of real-life encounters as a means of exploring 
the primacy and predicament of face-to-face com-
munication in the age of Facebook. With the help of 
director Charlie Varon (who co-developed the piece 
with Hoyle and Maureen Towey), this comes across 
in an entertaining and swift-flowing 75-minute act 
that includes a witty rap about “phone zombies” and 
a Dylan-esque screed at a digital detox center. But 
the purported subject of connection, or lack there 
of, in our gadget-bound and atomized society is 
neither very original nor very deeply explored — nor 
is it necessarily very provocative in a theater, before 
an audience already primed for the live encounter. 
Far more interesting and central here is Hoyle’s 
relationship with his old college buddy Pratim, an 
Indian American in post-9/11 America whose words 
are filled with laid-back wisdom and wry humor. 
Also intriguing is the passing glimpse of early family 
life in the Hoyle household with Dan’s celebrated 
artist father, and working-class socialist, Geoff 
Hoyle. These relationships, rather than the sketches 
of strangers (albeit very graceful ones), seem the 
worthier subjects to mine for truth and meaning. 
Indeed, there’s a line spoken by Pratim that could 
sum up the essence of Hoyle’s particular art: “It’s 
so much better,” he says, “when you find yourself 
in other people than when you just find yourself.” 
Hoyle’s real frontier could end up being much more 
personal terrain, much closer to home. (Avila)
Feisty Old Jew Marsh San Francisco Main Stage, 
1062 Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $25-100. 

Sat/12-Sun/13, 5pm. Charlie Varon performs his 
latest solo show, a fictional comedy about “a 20th 
century man living in a 21st century city.”
“Fury Factory” Z Space, 450 Florida, SF; Z Below, 
470 Florida, SF; Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama, 
SF; NOHspace, 2840 Mariposa, SF; www.foolsfury.
org. $16 (three performances, $39; five perfor-
mances, $55). Through July 20. Festival of ensem-
ble theater with works by Dandelion Dancetheatre, 
Dzieci Theatre, Epic Frame, Post Natyam Collective, 
Teatro Luna, the Imaginists, and others.
God Fights the Plague Marsh San Francisco 
Studio Theater, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.
org. $15-100. Sat, 8:30pm; Sun, 7pm. Through 
Aug 10. The Marsh presents a solo show written 
by and starring 18-year-old theater phenom Dezi 
Gallegos.
Into the Woods San Francisco Playhouse, 450 
Post, SF; www.sfplayhouse.org. $20-120. Tue-Thu, 
7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 3pm); Sun, 2pm. 
Through Sept 6. SF Playhouse performs Stephen 
Sondheim’s fractured fairy-tale musical.
Life X 3 Phoenix Theatre, 414 Mason, Ste 601, 
SF; www.offbroadwaywest.org. $40. Thu-Sat, 
8pm; Sun/13, 3pm. Through July 19. Off Broadway 
West Theatre Company performs Yasmina Reza’s 
comedy, set at a disastrous Parisian dinner party. 
Translation is by Christopher Hampton.
Once Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, SF; www.shnsf.
com. $45-210. Wed/9-Sat/12, 8pm (also Wed/9 
and Sat/12, 2pm); Sun/13, 2pm. Two musicians 
fall in love when they begin writing songs together 
in this Tony-winning musical, based on the Oscar-
winning film.
Pearls Over Shanghai Hypnodrome Theatre, 575 
10th St, SF; www.thrillpeddlers.com. $30-35. 
Thu-Sat, 8pm. Extended through July 26. Five 
years ago, Thrillpeddlers breathed new life into a 
glitter-dusted piece of Sixties flotsam, beautifully 
reimagining the Cockettes’ raunchy mock-oper-
etta Pearls Over Shanghai (in collaboration with 
several surviving members of San Francisco’s sto-
ried acid-drag troupe) and running it for a whopping 
22 months. Written by Cockette Link Martin as a 
carefree interpretation of a 1926 Broadway play, 
the baldly stereotyped Shanghai Gesture, it was 
the perfectly lurid vehicle for irreverence in all direc-
tions. It’s back in this revival, once again helmed 
by artistic director Russell Blackwood with musical 
direction by Cockette and local favorite Scrumbly 
Koldewyn. But despite the frisson of featuring some 
original-original cast members — including “Sweet 
Pam” Tent (who with Koldewyn also contributes 
some new dialogue) and Rumi Missabu (regally 
reprising the role of Madam Gin Sling) — there’s 
less fire the second time around as the production 
straddles the line between carefully slick and appro-
priately sloppy. Nevertheless, there are some fine 
musical numbers and moments throughout. Among 
these, Zelda Koznofsky, Birdie-Bob Watt, and Jesse 
Cortez consistently hit high notes as the singing 
Andrews Sisters-like trio of Americans thrown into 
white slavery; Bonni Suval’s Lottie Wu is a fierce 
vixen; and Noah Haydon (as the sultry Petrushka) is 
a class act. Koldewyn’s musical direction and piano 
accompaniment, meanwhile, provide strong and 
sure momentum as well as exquisite atmosphere. 
(Avila)
Shit & Champagne Rebel, 1772 Market, SF; 
shitandchampagne.eventbrite.com. $25. Fri-
Sat, 8pm. Open-ended. D’Arcy Drollinger is 
Champagne White, bodacious blond innocent 
with a wicked left hook in this cross-dressing 
’70s-style white-sploitation flick, played 
out live on Rebel’s intimate but action-
packed barroom stage. Written by Drollinger 
and co-directed with Laurie Bushman, this 
high-octane camp send-up of a favored formula 
comes dependably stocked with stock characters 
and delightfully protracted by a convoluted plot 
— all of it played to the hilt by an excellent cast. 
(Avila)
The Weir Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, SF; 
www.sheltontheater.org. $38. Thu/10-
Sat/12, 8pm. Shelton Theater performs Conor 
McPherson’s acclaimed tale about a spooky 
night in an Irish pub.
BAy AREA
American Buffalo Aurora Theatre, 2081 
Addison, Berk; www.auroratheatre.org. 
$32-60. Tue and Sun, 7pm (also Sun, 2pm); 
Wed-Sat, 8pm. Through July 20. It’s hard to 
shake the feeling, while watching Aurora 
Theatre’s current production, that David 
Mamet’s name-making 1975 play, about 
three smalltime crooks in a Chicago junk 
shop, remains his best. Its lean two-act 
structure, the precise nonsense of 
its streetwise cant, and 
the wonderfully 
layered themes of 

loyalty, family, and tradition among a society of 
cannibals all come together in a feint of a plot about 
a heist to retrieve a certain buffalo nickel. Barbara 
Damashek directs a powerhouse trio of actors 
in the effort: a stoical but vaguely looming Paul 
Vincent O’Connor as Donny, the shop’s owner; a 
sure and affecting Rafael Jordon as his half-addled 
young protégé Bobby; and a wired, wiry James 
Carpenter as Teach, the reckless loudmouth who 
stirs up the pot with disastrous consequences. 
While the first act feels a little careful in its unfold-
ing, the second act develops grippingly, and overall 
the production conveys the nuances of Mamet’s 
precise language, coiled humor, and familial drama 
with elegant precision. (Avila)
Nantucket Marsh Berkeley MainStage, 2120 
Allston, Berk; www.themarsh.org. $25-100 (all 
tickets include a picnic dinner). Thu and Sat, 7pm. 
Extended through July 19. Nantucket Island, 
a wisp of shifting sand 30 miles off the coast of 
Cape Cod, Mass., is the evocative setting for this 
autobiographical story from writer-performer Mark 
Kenward — less the tourists’ Nantucket of summer 
holidays, mind you, than the inhabitants’ gray and 
isolated winter. And just as its bleak weather stood 
for the tempestuous mood of Herman Melville’s 
Ishmael before he sets sail again in Moby Dick, 
so the environment for Kenward’s coming-of-age 
darkly foreshadows a terrible downward spiral. 
The only son and oldest child of two in a nuclear 
family from Normal, Ill., that really seemed to fit 
the bill — complete with a dad who, “in his entire 
life, only missed four days of shaving” — Mark 
becomes the odd-boy out upon the Kenwards’ 
relocation to the remote island. An affable, poised, 
physically demonstrative performer with a resid-
ual Midwestern charm, Kenward describes an 
upbringing in a household overshadowed by a high-
strung, controlling, deeply unhappy mother who, 
as luck would have it, also becomes his high school 
English teacher. This relationship is the ground for 
much of the play’s humor, but also a trauma that 
blows in like a winter squall. Directed keenly, if 
perhaps a little too stiffly, by Rebecca Fisher, and 
accompanied at points by a watery island back-
drop (courtesy of video designer Alfonso Alvarez), 
Nantucket discharges some of its messy human 
themes a bit too neatly but maintains an inescap-
able pull. (Avila)
The Ripple Effect This week: Mitchell Park South 
Field, 600 E. Meadow, Palo Alto; www.sfmt.org. 
Free (donations accepted). Thu/10, 7pm. Also 
Sat/12-Sun/13, 2pm, Cedar Rose Park, 1300 
Rose, Berk. Continues through Sept 1 at various 
NorCal venues. The veteran San Francisco Mime 
Troupe stays current by skewering San Francisco’s 
ever-dividing economy; think rising rents, tech-bus 
protests, and (natch) Glassholes.
“Splathouse Double Feature” La Val’s 
Subterranean, 1834 Euclid, Berk; http://impact-
theatre.com. $10-25. Thu-Sat, 8pm. Through 
Aug 9. Impact Theatre performs The Sadist and 
Eegah!, film and live performance blends inspired 
by the classic exploitation movies. 2

TERRy BAum plAys  
lOREnA HickOk in  

Hick: A Love Story
photo by liz payne
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By Joe Fitzgerald rodriguez
joe@sfbg.com

Culture The veteran Muay Thai 
master placed the braided circlet, 
the Mong Kong, on the head of his 
young pupil. The two stood togeth-
er in the grass at the Contra Costa 
Fairgrounds in Antioch, in the qual-
ifying round for the Battle of the 
Pacific, a day of martial arts battles 
featuring fighters both amateur and 
experienced.

May 17 was a bright, sunny day 
to enjoy a kick to the head; families, 
couples, and loved ones gathered 
on the grass around the red, white, 
and blue ring to cheer at flying legs 
and fists. Earlier in the night, two 
six-year-olds entered the ring for a 
round of Muay Thai in miniature 
headgear and leg shields. They 
smiled as they finished their ador-
able fight.

Others had more serious inten-
tions. As Muay Thai struggles to find 
a foothold in the United States as a 
spectator martial art, every match 
matters. The Inner Sunset’s World 
Team USA already has one star in Ky 
Hollenbeck, who fought a nationally 
televised fight at Madison Square 
Garden last year.

But World Team’s newest 
up-and-comer is a San Francisco 
underdog at the beginning of his 
career, and that night he had much 
to prove.

The sun lowered at the fair-
grounds, bringing a cool shade. 
Hands still outstretched, Kru Ajarn 
Sam Phimsoutham (Kru Sam for 
short) bowed his head with 22-year-
old Robby Squyres, Jr., as both said 
a silent prayer before his champion-
ship fight.

The moment of prayer had 
a purpose. Squyres calls this his 
“switch.” Before a match, he closes 
his eyes and remembers his most 
feared memory, bringing himself 
to a point of aggression which he 
immediately must conquer to gain 
enough mental control to fight.

Six years ago, Squyres was not a 
walking weapon. Six years ago, he 
had a brush with death.

Squyres first walked off the path 
while attending Raoul Wallenberg 
High School. The San Francisco 
native wasn’t necessarily a proud 
student.

“I was trying, but I was barely 
skimming by,” he said, alluding to 
unsavory extracurricular activities. 
“That life all caught up to me.”

One summer night, the then-
17-year-old was walking up Powell 
Street with his friends when they 
came across a group of nine guys 
who “had beef” with two of Squyres’ 
friends. The newcomers were spoil-

ing for a fight.
Squyres thinks he was the pri-

mary target because he was the big-
gest; if the attackers’ philosophy was 
“take out the biggest guy first,” it’s 
easy to see why it would be him. He 
was quickly knocked to the concrete 
with a sucker punch.

As soon as his head hit pave-
ment, they pounced. Boots ham-
mered his head and body as the 
savage teenagers ensured he couldn’t 
get up. When a friend tried to jump 
in to help, he was snared in the 
melee too. By the end, Squyres’ face 
was bloodied and he suffered multi-
ple injuries, including a concussion.

A security guard found him laid 
out on the sidewalk and pulled him 
to a nearby store. Through hazy 
memories, Squyres remembers a 
friend holding his hand during the 
ambulance ride to the hospital. His 
hospital release papers came with 
advice for treating head injuries, but 
those were the least of his troubles.

“It went downhill from there,” 
Squyres remembered. He found he 
had trouble coping with the fear, 
which plagued his waking moments 
as well as his sleeping ones. He quit 
school and spent nights looking 
over his shoulder. Eventually he 
sought peace of mind.

“I asked this gentleman in the 
San Francisco Police Department, 
a good friend, for a gun. I was 
stupid,” he said. “My friend said 
‘No. I’m going to help you defend 
yourself.’ He called his friend in the 
Philippines. He said ‘I don’t know 
your story that well, but I’m going 
to give you an opportunity.’ ”

That opportunity was World 
Team USA, where he works in 
exchange for lessons — scrubbing 
mats, leading workouts, and open-
ing up the school in the morning. 
He likens finding Muay Thai to a 
spiritual awakening.

Though many Muay Thai 
schools advertise danger and action, 
World Team USA’s logo is surround-
ed by three words: courage, honor, 
and respect. Squyres even teaches 
anti-bullying classes at Wallenberg, 
hoping to reach teenagers like those 
who attacked him.

“My school helped me become 
a better man and walk my faith,” 
Squyres, a born-again Christian, 
said. “To show what my life was, 
and what it is.”

What it is now is laser-focused 
passion.

In the month leading up to his 
fight he lost nearly 40 pounds, drop-
ping from the super heavyweight 

category to the heavyweight catego-
ry. The week before the match Kru 
Sam allowed him to eat nothing but 
one avocado per day.

“Every day I dreamed of Jamba 
Juice mixed with pizza,” he said. “It 
was probably worse than a pregnant 
woman’s cravings.”

As the sun faded at the fair-
grounds, Kru Sam told us the fight 
“is a testing ground for him, to see 
his potential for the future. But no 
matter the outcome, I’ll be proud of 
him.”

All of this flashed in Squyres’ 
mind before his match. His trigger 
struck: the brush with death bring-
ing his rage, the peace he learned 
from Kru Sam bringing him calm.

The announcer called Squyres 
to the ring in a booming baritone. 
His opponent, Steven Grigsby of 
Stockton, couldn’t have been more 
physically different. Squyres’ body 
is broad and naturally thick, while 
Grigsby is hard and lean, with wiry 
muscle. Torches surrounded the 
ring, and the flames whipped in the 
wind. Squyre’s mom, Winki, sat in 
the crowd, biting on her knuckles.

“Ding!” The bell sounded, and 
the two circled.

Grigsby scored the first shot, 
a foot connecting with Squyres’ 
side. The heavy-set San Franciscan 
returned with a flurry of fists to 
Grigsby’s head, snapping him back. 
The two met legs in mid-section 
kicks.

The match ended without a 
decisive lead, but that soon would 
change.

Muay Thai is known as the 
“art of eight limbs.” The following 
rounds made that more than clear. 
Grigsby’s fists flurried at Squyres, 
with elbows and legs soon twisted 
around each. Squyres took it again 
and again, falling back.

“SWEEP, BOBBY, SWEEP!” 
Kru Sam shouted from the side. 
Something snapped in Squyres. As 
Grigsby swooped in for the attack, 
he flipped his body around in a 
twist, the momentum swinging his 
fist like a sledgehammer hard into 
the side of Grigsby’s head.

The crowd cheered.
When the match was over, 

Squyres was declared the winner by 
unanimous decision. Tears streaked 
his face as he walked from the ring 
to the fellow fighters from his dojo, 
to Kru Sam, and to his mother.

“I’m so thankful,” he said. 
Through the tears he unwrapped the 
bandages from his fists. 2

Robby Squyres, Jr.’s next fight is ten-
tatively July 19 at the Battle of the 
Pacific in San Jose; check out www.
ikfkickboxing.com for details.

Fighting right
In the ring  with Robby Squyres, Jr., SF’s Muay Thai hope

arts + culture sports Muay thai fighter robby squyres Jr. trains in the World teaM usa doJo a Week before 
his qualifying fight for the battle of the bay. photo by amanda rhoades
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Wednesday 9
LaborFest 2014 Meet at SW corner of Geary 
and Laguna, SF; www.laborfest.net. 3-4:30pm, 
free. “Union Sponsored Affordable Housing in 
San Francisco: St. Francis Square Cooperative” 
walking tour.
Kim Stolz Book Passage, 1 Ferry Bldg, SF; www.
bookpassage.com. 12:30pm, free. The author 
and media personality discusses Unfriending 
My Ex: And Other Things I’ll Never Do.

thursday 10
Kjerstin Gruys Books Inc, 601 Van Ness, SF; 
www.booksinc.net. 7pm, free. The sociologist 
discusses her memoir Mirror, Mirror Off the 
Wall: How I Learned to Love My Body By 
Not Looking at It For a Year.
LaborFest 2014 518 Valencia, SF; www.labor-
fest.net. 7pm, donations accepted. “FilmWorks 
United: International Working Class Film and 
Video Festival:” Black and White and Dead 
All Over (Foster, 2013), followed by a discus-
sion on the newspaper industry. Also: Berkeley 
City College Auditorium, 2050 Center, Berk; 
www.laborfest.net. 7pm, free. “FilmWorks 
United:” 
Coming 
for a Visit 
(Tourette, 
2013).
Jervey 
Tervalon 
Book 
Passage, 1 
Ferry Bldg, 
SF; www.
bookpas-
sage.com. 
6pm, free. 
The author 
discusses his 
new thriller, 
Monster’s 
Chef.

Friday 
11
LaborFest 
2014 First 
Unitarian 
Universalist 
Church, 1187 
Franklin, SF; 
www.labor-
fest.net. 7pm, 
donations 
accepted. 
“FilmWorks 
United: 
International 
Working 
Class Film 
and Video 
Festival:” 
ASOTRECOL, 
The Struggle 
Against 
Transnationals 
in Colombia 
(2013).
“Off Shore: A 
Live Drawing Event and Fundraiser” Verdi 
Club, 2424 Mariposa, SF; www.soex.org. 6pm, 
$15-20. Southern Exposure’s annual “Monster 
Drawing Rally” fundraiser presents 120 artists 
drawing in shifts in front of a live audience.
“Punk: Convulsive Beauty” iHeartNorthBeach 
Art Gallery and Gifts, 641 Green, SF; www.
pmpress.org. 5-11pm, free. PM press presents 
its new book, Dead Kennedys: Fresh Fruit for 
Rotting Vegetables, The Early Years, by Alex 
Ogg, featuring photographs by Ruby Ray and 
art by Winston Smith. Ray and Smith will also 
be exhibiting their artwork capturing the punk 
scene, circa 1977-1981.

saturday 12
Tony Gilbert Green Apple Books, 506 Clement, 
SF; www.greenapplebooks.com. Noon, free. 
The author reads from Hannah and the Secret 
Mermaids of San Francisco Bay, alongside a 
display of original art from the story painted by 
Gail Weissman.
LaborFest 2014 Meet at 75 Folsom, SF; www.
laborfest.net. 10am, free. “San Francisco 
Waterfront Labor History Walk,” with Lawrence 
Shoup and Peter O’Driscoll. Also: meet in front 
of Bill Graham Auditorium, 99 Grove, SF; www.
laborfest.net. 10am, $20. “WPA Bus Tour.” 
Also: Fellowship of Unitarian Universalists, 1924 
Cedar, Berk; www.laborfest.net. 7pm, free. 
Class War CD release party with Redd Welsh. 
Also: First Unitarian Universalist Church, 1187 
Franklin, SF; www.laborfest.net. 7pm, dona-
tions accepted. “People’s Voices for a World of 
Harmony, Peace, and Justice.”
“Writers With Drinks: An Evening of 
Oversharing About Money” Make-Out Room, 
3225 22nd St, SF; www.writerswithdrinks.com. 
7:30pm, $5-20. With J. Bradford DeLong, Carol 
Queen, Farhad Manjoo, Frances Lefkowitz, and 
Charlie Jane Anders.

sunday 13
“Bookish Beasts” Center for Sex and Culture, 
1349 Mission, SF; www.sexandculture.org. 

Noon-6pm, 
free. Zine 
fest featuring 
authors whose 
work takes 
on sexuality, 
gender, and 
erotica.
MP Johnson 
Borderlands 
Books, 866 
Valencia, SF; 
www.border-
lands-books.
com. 3pm, 
free. The 
author 
reads from 
Dungeons 
and Drag 
Queens. 
Attending in 
drag encour-
aged!
LaborFest 
2014 ILWU 
34 Hall, 801 
Second St, 
SF; www.
laborfest.net. 
10am, free. 
“Staples, 
Our Public 
Post Office, 
Privativation, 
and Trust” 
panel discus-

sion. Also: 
Manilatown 
Center, 
868 
Kearny, SF; 
www.labor-
fest.net. 
4-7pm, 
donations 
accepted. 
“Revisiting 

the History of California Agricultural Workers and 
Filipino Labor” with a variety of speakers.

tuesday 15
Anoop Judge Booksmith, 1644 Haight, SF; 
www.booksmith.com. 7:30pm, free. The author 
discusses her Bay Area-set novel, The Rummy 
Club.
LaborFest 2014 Potrero Hill Neighborhood 
House, Southern Heights at De Haro, SF; www.
laborfest.net. 10am, free. Potrero Hill history 
walk. Also: Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th 
St, SF; www.laborfest.net. 7pm, free. LaborFest 
Writers read their work. Also: San Jose Improv, 
62 Second St, San Jose; www.sjimprov.com. 
8pm, donations requested (make free reserva-
tions online). “LaborFest Comedy Night” with 
Will Durst and others. 2

arts + culture on the cheap

the “punk: convulsive Beauty” Book 
release and art shoW celeBrates 
the early days oF punk rock Fri/11 at 
iheartnorthBeach art Gallery.
photo CoLLAGE by ruby rAy
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FiLM “Introducing Hollywood’s 
newest hunk-a-man!” crowed the 
ads for 1956’s Bus Stop, in which 
Don Murray made his film debut as 
the cowpoke besotted with Marilyn 
Monroe’s movie-mad hick — a plum 
role in a big hit opposite the reign-
ing box-office queen. The actor even 
got an Oscar nomination for this 
start at the tippy-top. But he didn’t 
stay there long.

What happened? With “A 
Special Weekend With Don Murray 
... America’s Least-Remembered 
Movie Star,” the Roxie aims to pro-
vide an answer. The event is part 
of a larger project set to culminate 
by year’s end with the premiere 
of Don Malcolm’s feature Unsung 
Hero, a documentary tribute to “The 
Extraordinary Times and Exemplary 
Life” of the aforementioned. Both 
doc and retrospective feature an 
ad line, “He went from acclaim to 
obscurity in the blink of an eye,” 
that — like many of their subject’s 
performances — goes a bit hyperbol-
ically overboard with the best inten-
tions. Murray’s descent was gradual, 
owing mostly to some noble but 
commercially shaky vehicle choic-
es. Even with better luck, would he 
have remained on Hollywood’s fickle 
casting A-list much longer? The “14 
provocative performances” the Roxie 
revives this weekend suggest proba-
bly not.

Arriving post-Brando, pre-New 
Hollywood, he now looks like a 
transitional figure: Capable, earnest 
yet effortful, too often trying to 
overcome his classic leading-man 
looks via Actor’s Studio-style “inten-
sity” that then passed as being more 
“real,” but now looks far from natu-
ral. The only child of stage veterans, 
Murray made his Broadway debut in 
Tennessee Williams’ 1951 The Rose 
Tattoo at age 21. After several years’ 
relief work as a Korean War consci-
entious objector, he’d barely resumed 
his career before Bus Stop put it 

in hyperdrive. After that smash, 
he could have done anything he 
liked. What he chose, however, was 
invariably heavier and less populist: 
Somber, “daring” issue-oriented 
dramas that required him to flex 
acting muscles as men torn between 
one thing (good) and another (bad). 
They were respectably received, but 
seldom attracted the rave reviews, 
awards or audiences hoped for.

Like Oscar-winning Marty (1955) 
before it, 1957’s The Bachelor Party 
was a big-screen version of a TV 
script by Paddy Chayefsky in his 
pathos-de-la-Average-Joe mode, with 
Murray as a young office worker 
panicked by his wife’s unexpected 
pregnancy. The same year’s A Hatful 
of Rain had him as a morphine-ad-
dicted Korean War vet sweating out 
another long dark night of the soul. 
Amid much theatrical hand-wring-
ing, Tony Franciosa’s concerned 
brother is so hammy he required the 
balm of his own Oscar nomination. 
After a couple of ambitious Westerns 
and prestige TV plays, Murray por-
trayed an American medical student 
who winds up fighting for 1920s IRA 
leader James Cagney in Shake Hands 
With the Devil (1959). A good movie 
about another unpleasant subject, it 
was not a success.

So it was back to the Old West 
(in 1960’s One Foot in Hell, a title 
descriptive of all his roles then) 
before the actor realized a pet project 
he also produced and co-wrote. The 
Hoodlum Priest (1961) had him as a 
Jesuit rehabilitating ex-cons in St. 
Louis. Melodramatic yet reasonably 
fresh thanks to future Empire Strikes 
Back (1980) director Irvin Kershner’s 
vivid location shooting, it was none-
theless poorly received — not least 
by its real-life inspiration, who found 
this screen portrait objectionable 
enough to sue over.

Fortunately 1961 also brought 
the actor his biggest hit since Bus 
Stop. He was the idealistic junior 
Senator who ends up paying the ulti-
mate price for dirty Beltway politics 
in Otto Preminger’s all-star Advise & 
Consent. Yet apart from 1965 Steve 
McQueen vehicle Baby the Rain Must 

Fall (from which much of his part 
was cut), he didn’t appear in another 
major release until 1972’s Conquest 
of the Planet of the Apes — in which 
his monkey-hating mayor provided a 
cartoonish metaphor for the actor’s 
passionate interest in racial equality.

Between routine B movie and 
television assignments, several proj-
ects reflected that personal crusade. 
Crudely made but interesting 1967 
indie Sweet Love, Bitter had him as an 
alcoholic jazzbo slumming on the 
Skid Row “wild side” his musician 
idol (Dick Gregory) can’t escape. 
Short-lived ABC series The Outcasts 
paired his former slave owner with 
Otis Young’s ex-slave as reluctant 
bounty-hunting partners after the 
Civil War. The unreleased Call Me By 
My Rightful Name reunited them as 
two sides of an interracial triangle, 
vying for Cathy Lee Crosby.

Murray donned the cloth again 
to shepherd more little urban toughs 
(including Erik Estrada) in 1970’s 
The Cross and the Switchblade, his 
camp-classic directorial debut. He 
acted as if his life depended on 
it — i.e., with a little too much 
desperation — as a self-destructive 
rodeo clown in Cotter (1973) and 
a proto-Bad Lieutenant in Deadly 
Hero (1975), but hardly anyone 
noticed. Through nearly all of this 
he wrangled with The Confessions 
of Tom Harris, another criminal-re-
deemed-by-Christ story that was 
primarily shot (very poorly) by 
future Bo Derek mentor John Derek 
in 1966, then reworked and retitled 
(Childish Things, Tale of the Cock) for 
years afterward. It, and the even 
more obscure Call Me, will get rare 
screenings at the Roxie this week-
end, alongside TV episodes and clips 
as well as most of the above-men-
tioned features.

There will also be Murray him-
self, who’ll turn a very hale 85 at 
month’s end. While he stayed fairly 
busy with medium-profile roles 
mostly on TV through millenni-
um’s turn, the latest piece in the 
Roxie program dates from 33 years 
ago, and is probably still the movie 
anyone under 70 would be likeliest 
to remember him for: The original 
Endless Love (1981), in which his 
mean rich dad is the major obstacle 
between Brooke Shields and Martin 
Hewitt. 2

“A SpeciAl Weekend With Actor don 
MurrAy”

Fri/11-Sun/13, $6.50-$11

Roxie Theater

3117 16th St, SF

www.roxie.com
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hoodlum PriesT 
(1961)
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FIlM Gerald Santana is stoked 
about his new Vitamix. When we 
speak, he’s juicing up breakfast 
for himself and his kids as part 
of their raw-food diet. “Overall, it 
gives me better mental clarity, a 
stronger ability to focus, and all of 
the things that I really need to get 
my business together.”

His business includes mov-
ies. Lots of movies. The avid 
film collector is the founder of 
the Berkeley Underground Film 
Society, which has for the past 
two years hosted screenings 
showcasing gems from Santana’s 
stash. It’s held in a Gilman Street 
office space that transforms into 
a micro-cinema for BUFS gather-
ings.

Amateur film collecting is 
a hobby that’s almost as old as 
cinema itself. “Home viewers 
[could obtain] 16mm film prints 
for the first time in the 1930s,” he 
says. “In that era, people rented 
whatever was available, say, The 
Little Rascals from the New York 
public library, and then have a 
film party. There’d be, like, the 
neighborhood cinema guy. If you 
flash forward 90 years later, we 
have Craig Baldwin, [filmmaker 
and Other Cinema curator], who 
is pretty much that same guy.”

Santana and the Artists’ 
Television Access staple met years 
ago through an online forum for 
16mm enthusiasts, when Santana 
contacted Baldwin about purchas-
ing a film. Today, Santana con-
siders Baldwin his mentor. “He’s 
passed on a lot of film history to 
me,” Santana says. “We meet sev-
eral times a year, and he gives me 
a personal screening of films that 
are on the way out of his archive, 
and into mine. That’s one way I 
started collecting.”

Once Santana started acquir-
ing films, he was hooked. “You 
start with buying one or two, 
and then suddenly you have 100. 
Then you have 1,000. And some 

people go much, much higher.” 
(Santana estimates he owns “prob-
ably 3,000.”)

He started a blog in late 2010, 
hoping to connect with other Bay 
Area collectors. “Lost and Out of 
Print,” the name of BUFS’ screen-
ing series, is an apt description of 
the works he favors. “These are 
obscure anomalies from eras gone 
by. Once I started building up my 
collection, I started realizing how 
many films are just not available. 
I need to preserve these, because 
sometimes I might have the only 
print in the state. Sometimes, I 
might have the only copy. So I 
went from hobbyist, to collector, 
to archivist, to preservationist.”

Santana, who grew up in Los 
Angeles, has a background in 
video media, but he was always 
drawn to celluloid — a fascination 
that flourished once he moved 
to the Bay Area. “When I came 
up here, I found Super 8 films at 
thrift stores, and I wanted to try 
to project them. And then I want-
ed to know everything about film 
history, film stocks, projectors, 
and all these other things that 
make movies go.”

The film club seemed a logical 
progression once his collection 
was ready for an audience. “When 
I started BUFS” — he pronounces 
it buffs, as in film buffs — “it was 
just me, seeing if anyone else was 
interested. And I had to wait until 
I had titles that were difficult 
to find, or that I thought were 
important, and that seemed to 
work if you grouped them togeth-
er. That’s when I learned that pro-
gramming is an art,” he recalls.

His collection includes silent 
films, home movies, B movies, 
made-for-TV movies, educational 
and industrial films, cartoons, 
and classic Hollywood films that 
aren’t available on DVD. There are 
also foreign films that never made 
it into US theaters — like 1972’s 

Godzilla vs. Gigan, which he’s 
showing in 16mm July 18 — in 
their original, uncut forms. (Other 
BUFS screenings this month are 
July 19 archival shorts program 
“Cartoon Carnival #5: Kids and 
Pets,” and a July 20 showing of 
Charlie Chaplin’s 1921 The Kid.)

One bump in the BUFS road: 
Earlier this year, a licensing 
agency contacted him after he 
screened some Woody Allen mov-
ies without first obtaining the 
rights to do so. Not wanting to 
have to pay any high fees — or, 
you know, break any laws — 
Santana will be steering his future 
programming toward works in the 
public domain.

“I had to backpedal a little bit. 
I didn’t think anyone even cared,” 
he admits. He put BUFS on hia-
tus in April to regroup. “I had to 
reduce the number of screenings I 
did, down to one weekend of pro-
gramming a month. But that way 
I can just jam-pack that weekend 
with as much material as possible. 
And there’s a lot of great stuff 
coming up — it’s the best stuff I 
have. I don’t want to screen main-
stream movies anymore.”

BUFS fans will also soon be 
able to experience Santana’s other 
passion: healthy, homemade food. 
“I’m going to offer incredible 
raw food, organic concessions, 
and cottage foods,” he says; it’s a 
small business venture he hopes 
to expand beyond his concession 
stand. “When we tested it, people 
responded very positively. During 
the [BUFS hiatus], I worked on my 
recipes, I got the Vitamix, and I’m 
ready to go. I’m excited for the 
July screenings.” 2

“Lost and out of Print”

July 18-20, 7:30pm, donations accepted

Tannery

708 Gilman, Berk

lostandoutofprintfilms.blogspot.com

fiLM

lost and 
found
A man with a dream (and 

3,000 films) powers the 

Berkeley Underground 

Film Society

CoMing soon to a MiCro-CineMa near you: “Lost and out of Print” 
seLeCtions froM geraLd santana’s arChives Photo by Gerald Santana
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Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. 
Reviewers are Kimberly Chun, Dennis Harvey, 
Lynn Rapoport, and Sara Maria Vizcarrondo. For 
rep house showtimes, see Rep Clock. For com-
plete film listings, see www.sfbg.com.

OpeninG
Code Black This documentary by first-time 
director Ryan McGarry would be impressive 
enough even without McGarry doing double 
duty as one of its subjects — which is to say, a 
stressed-out physician-in-training at LA County 
Hospital, “the birthplace of emergency medicine 
in the United States.” Working at a public hospi-
tal (much like SF General or Oakland’s Highland 
Hospital, the latter the subject of another 
excellent doc, Peter Nicks’ 2012 The Waiting 
Room), LA County docs struggle to stay on top of 
the daily chaos, which ironically becomes ampli-
fied when earthquake safety regulations demand 
the operation move to a sparkling new facility. 
A major concern is the huge volume of patients; 
the ER waiting room frequently operates under 
“code black” conditions, where the ill and 
injured — mostly uninsured working poor who 
don’t have access to preventative care — wait for 
10 or more hours to be treated. Unfortunately, 
the hospital’s tight budget means woeful under-
staffing, and strict regulations require physicians 
who’d rather be seeing the sick to spend time 
poring over “protocols, policies, rules, check-
lists, and forms.” The end result is a worrisome 
look at the state of American health care from 
the front lines. (1:22) Opera Plaza. (Eddy)
Dawn of the planet of the Apes Direct sequel 
to 2011’s surprisingly great series reboot Rise 
of the Planet of the Apes, with Andy Serkis 
reprising his motion-capture role as evolved 
chimp Caesar, and San Francisco reprising 
its role as Ape Revolt Central. (2:10) Balboa, 
Presidio.
the last Sentence This latest from 85-year-old 
Swedish master Jan Troell (2008’s Everlasting 
Moments, 1971’s The Emigrants) is a straight-
forward biopic about a figure well-remembered 
on his home turf if rather obscure here. Torgny 
Segerstedt (played by Jesper Christensen) was 
the editor in chief of Gothenburg’s liberal news-
paper, and from the early 1930s to his death 
he used that podium to rail against the National 
Socialist menace to the south. That made him 

increasingly controversial, even imperiled, as his 
government made more and more dicey compro-
mises to maintain the nation’s alleged neutral 
status in the wake of escalating Nazi aggres-
sion in Scandinavia and elsewhere. It was an 
extraordinarily brave stance. But this long slog 
of a historical drama spends way too much time 
detailing just how much of a selfish, arrogant 
prick Segerstedt apparently was in other depart-
ments, not least his carrying on a long-term 
affair with the equally overbearing Maja (Pernilla 
August), his own publisher’s Jewish wife, to 
the grief of that spouse (Björn Granath), his 
own long-suffering wife (Ulla Skoog), and their 
children. He and Maja are like lovers in an Ayn 
Rand novel, only with leftist political views and 
homelier middle-aged looks. Taking place largely 
in the rooms where power is brokered and mar-
riages are broken, The Last Sentence keeps the 
big picture almost entirely offscreen, rendering 
history a very talky affair among disagreeable 
people. Some balm amidst the well-acted, 
well-produced boredom is provided by Troell 
and Mischa Gavjusjov’s handsome black and 
white photography. (2:04) Opera Plaza, Smith 
Rafael. (Harvey)
Venus in Fur Thomas (Mathieu Amalric) is the 
writer-director preparing to stage his new adap-
tation of the titular kinky 1870 novel by Leopold 
von Sacher-Masoch, whose work (and name) 
inspired the term “masochism.” After a long 
day’s fruitless auditions, he’s about to go home 
when in barges actress Wanda (Emmanuelle 
Seigner), very late for an appointment she might 
not have actually made in the first place. Doffing 
coat to reveal an “in character” costume of leath-
er bustier and dog collar, while unconvincingly 
noting “I’m usually demure and shit,” she bullies 
him into letting her proceed. To his shock, she’s 
very, very good. With him taking the submissive 
male role in their reading, text and real life soon 
blur into one major mindfuck for the alternately 
bemused, appalled, and bewitched Thomas. 
Roman Polanski’s French-language version of 
David Ives’ hit two-character play can hardly 
escape theatricality (nor should it), but it’s flu-
idly cinematic within its limits, and maximizes 
the material’s gimmicky charms. Mostly it’s a 
worthy showcase for two terrific performances. 
Amalric, as ever, rings infinite subtle variations 
on the comedy of exasperation. More surprising 
is the director’s longtime wife Seigner, whom he 

hasn’t made much use of onscreen since 1992’s 
deliciously satirical (though few got the joke) 
“erotic thriller” Bitter Moon. Blowsy, vulgar, 
sexy, aristocratic, finally a mocking Gorgon 
man-eater, she’s having just as much fun here 
as we have watching her. (1:36) Embarcadero, 
Shattuck. (Harvey)

OnGOinG
Belle The child of a British naval officer and a 
Caribbean slave, Belle (Gugu Mbatha-Raw) is 
deposited on the doorstep — well, the estate 
grounds — of her father’s relatives in 1769 
England after her mother dies. Soon she’s entire-
ly orphaned, which makes her a wealthy heiress 
and aristocratic title holder at the same time 
that she is something less than human in the 
eyes of her adopted society. For Belle is black (or 
more properly, mixed-race), and thus a useless 
curiosity at best as a well-bred noblewoman of 
the “wrong” racial makeup. Based on a murky 
actual historical chapter, Amma Asante’s film is 
that rare sumptuous costume drama which actu-
ally has something on its mind beyond romance 
and royalty. Not least among its pleasures are a 
fine supporting cast including Tom Wilkinson, 
Miranda Richardson, Penelope Wilton, and 
Emily Watson. (1:45) Embarcadero, Shattuck. 
(Harvey)
Begin Again Begin Again does indeed resem-
ble writer-director John Carney’s Once (2007): 
It’s another musical tale of a romantically-chal-

lenged artist whose life is changed by a chance 
encounter. One miserable night, very recent 
dump-ee Greta (Keira Knightley) takes the stage 
at an open mic night, crooning a song she’s just 
written about jumping in front of a subway train. 
(Knightley does her own singing, but careful 
camerawork ensures we never get a good look at 
her guitar skills.) Dan (Mark Ruffalo), a down-
on-his-luck music-biz professional whose career 
status is nearly as dismal as his personal life, 
is drunkenly enthralled by her performance. 
Clearly, there’s nothing for these two depressed 
souls to do but record an album together on the 
streets of NYC; for her, it’s a way to get even 
with her cheatin’ ex (Adam Levine, playing a 
rock star not unlike ... Adam Levine); for him, it 
offers hope for creative rebirth. Carney’s point 
of view is abundantly clear: tailoring one’s music 
to please the basic-bitch demographic is bad; 
while penning personally meaningful tunes and 
recording them on one’s own terms is good ... 
even if those tunes happen to be forgettable folk-
pop. Fortunately, Begin Again fares better with 
its explorations of complicated relationships. 
Nobody does rumpled and wounded better than 
Ruffalo, and Knightley is surprisingly likable as 
a hipster scorned, determined to figure out her 
next move even as her world crumbles around 
her. (1:45) California, Embarcadero, Four 
Star, Piedmont, Sundance Kabuki. (Eddy)
Chef Not to take anything away from the super-
hero crew, but Chef feels like the closest thing to 
a labor of love from writer, director, and star Jon 

Favreau in many a day. As a director, he may have 
been making doughnuts — fun-filled and teem-
ing with CGI eye candy, but doughnuts neverthe-
less — when it came to effects-driven blockbust-
ers like 2008’s Iron Man, but this well-meaning 
play for the heart, by way of the stomach, shows 
you where Favreau’s head is really at. Chef 
revolves around Carl Casper (Favreau), a onetime 
food star, now reduced to serving up predictable 
crowd-pleasers at the behest of his restaurant’s 
overbearing owner (Dustin Huffman). It takes 
the barbs of an influential critic (Oliver Platt) 
— and an ensuing Twitter war — to set Carl off 
and send him away on his own, at the coaxing 
of his glam ex Inez (Sofia Vergara). Hooked up 
with a dilapidated food truck and former kitchen 
staffer Martin (John Leguizamo), and aided by 
ably Tweeting son Percy (Emjay Anthony), Carl 
ties his dreams — and lost passion — to the 
classic Cuban sandwich. The ensuing road trip 
from Miami to LA, and Carl’s journey toward 
self and a renewed relationship with his son, is 
a fun (if, in the end, a bit too speedily sketched) 
vault through the joys of eating your way through 
America’s new culinary heartland. Amid the 
volley of sign-of-the-times social-media swinging 
and cameos by the uncostumed Robert Downey 
Jr., Scarlett Johansson, and the like, Favreau’s 
main dish is that a family that eats, cooks, and 
runs a business together, stays together — child 
labor laws or no. (1:55) 1000 Van Ness, 

film listinGs ROmAN pOlANSkI DIReCtS wIFe emmANUelle SeIGNeR (wIth mAthIeU AmAlRIC) IN hIS 
BIG-SCReeN ADAptAtION OF AwARD-wINNING plAY Venus in Fur. Photo courtesy of ifc films

coNtiNues oN PAGe 39 >>

THE GOONIES 
Precocious, misfit kids discover  

a pirate map and begin a heart-pounding  
adventure to find treasure. 

Friday - July 11 - 8pm  -35mm Print -Newsreel  
-Cartoon -Previews -Dec-O-Win Raffle -Wurlitzer Organ

ticketmaster.com - 800-745-3000 - Paramount Box Office

2025 Broadway, Oakland  -  510-465-6400  -  Take BART to 19th Street



JUlY 9 - 15, 2014  /  SFBG.COm    39 opinion        news        food + drink        the selector        music        arts + culture        film        classifieds        

film listinGs

Presidio, SF Center, Sundance Kabuki, 
Vogue. (Chun)
le Chef Before you fire up Twitter to alert Jon 
Favreau that he’s been ripped off, know that 
this French comedy came out in 2012. Also, it’s 
highly unlikely to garner even a quarter-teaspoon 
of the praise racked up by Favreau’s food-truck 
tale. Even the formidable presence of Jean Reno 
can’t save Le Chef; he plays veteran celebrity 
chef Lagarde, who’s about to have his profes-
sional reputation toppled by the money-hungry 
mogul who owns his signature restaurant. 
(Yuppie scum wants him to switch to uber-trendy 
molecular cuisine; traditionalist Legarde ain’t 
having it.) Enter eager apprentice Jacky (Michael 
Youn), whose Rain Man-like ability to recall all 
of Legarde’s recipes makes him a valuable secret 
weapon in this high-stakes gastronomical battle, 
which will culminate when a food critic decides 
whether to dock one of the stars in Legarde’s 
rating — thus opening a contract loophole that’ll 
allow his boss to kick him out of the kitchen. BYO 
food clichés to describe this too-lightweight yet 
overly hammy affair, which also folds domestic 
dramas (Jacky’s exasperated, heavily pregnant 
GF doesn’t understand his cooking dreams! 
Legarde’s neglected daughter might as well be 
named Sullen McEyeroll!) into the batter. And 
if you can’t figure out the ending within the first 
act, no dessert for you. (1:24) Opera Plaza. 
(Eddy)
Deliver Us From evil Eric Bana can swelter 
and flex in the foreground and the Catholic 
propaganda machine can worry and whirr in the 
rear, but really Deliver Us From Evil is all about 
the smokin’ hot priest, as in Édgar Ramírez of 
Carlos (2010) fame. Styling as a long-tressed 
Serpico-esque padre, his Father Mendoza glow-
ers, broods, lights up sulkily beside doorways, 
and then, gloriously, sings the demons out of 
the afflicted! Get thee to a nunnery, indeed. 
Evil is nominally based on the real-life journey 
of Ralph Sarchie (Bana), a good yet overbearing 
NYC cop and lapsed Catholic who neglects his 
family (Olivia Munn, Lulu Wilson). Life takes on 
new paranormal dimensions when Sarchie and 
his wise-cracking partner Butler (Joel McHale, 
who looks like he’d rather be roasting than 
knife-fighting with the devil) encounter a series 
of inexplicable crimes: a woman tosses her 
infant into a lion enclosure at the zoo, a painter 
is found bundled in tarp in a family’s basement 
beside cryptic tags on a wall. But really Sarchie’s 
working-dad angst pales a bit beside the charis-
matic Mendoza, who inevitably sets the officer 
on the straight and not so narrow. The fallible 
are forgiven, though lord knows, director Scott 
Derrickson (2005’s The Exorcism of Emily 
Rose) shouldn’t be given a pass for failing to 

deviate from doctrine when it comes to this 
otherwise uninspired exorcism exercise. And 
even Ramírez doesn’t get to have as much fun 
as the possessed, in particular Olivia Horton, 
who as the baby-hurling Jane, spits, foams, and 
gnashes her teeth with more fury than a certain 
Uruguayan soccer star. (1:58) Metreon, 1000 
Van Ness, Presidio. (Chun)
earth to echo It’s not easy being a Goonie 
— or riding the coattails of E.T. even 30-plus 
years along. But that feeling of discovery and 
interstellar friendship forged in the face of a 
formidable establishment still calls out, like the 
insistent bleep of a long-forgotten intergalactic 
transmission. That appears to be the MO behind 
Earth to Echo, a decidedly clunkier outing 
than the aforementioned, despite its nods to a 
gadget-happy, geekier generation. This time, 
developers ostensibly want to drive a freeway 
through the suburban tract homes of wiseacre 
Tuck (Brian “Astro” Bradley), sensitive foster 
kid Alex (Teo Halm), and sweet science nerd 
Munch (Reese Hartwig). A bout of mysterious 
cell phone interference leads the kids to spend 
their last night in the ‘hood following the map 
that appears on their screens. What might have 
been another crowd-sourced game leads to a 
weird little piece of space junk that turns out to 
be the pod for an adorable, owl-like little brother 
from another planet. Naturally everything they 
discover needs to be documented for sharing 
later, though at first they’re hesitant to dis-
close their find with a popular classmate (Ella 
Wahlestedt) and a particularly snoopy engineer 
(Jason Gray-Stanford). But why bother when it’s 
all been seen before (with the exception of hav-
ing an African American kid as the first-person 
narrator of this kids sci-fi adventure)? Director 
Dave Green is definitely counting on his audi-
ence being born yesterday, though parents who 
remember the source material will recognize that 
Green has considerably less finesse than Steven 
Spielberg. There’s only so much that special 
effects can accomplish when the initial camera-
work looks so blown out and crappy, even if it’s 
supposed to have been documented on a phone. 
And Green’s slovenly direction, combined with 
way-too-roughed-out storytelling — how do a 
kid and alien managed to slip out of evil-empire 
governmental control, with zero effort, exactly? 
— do little to mark Earth as more than a knock-
off. (1:29) Balboa, Metreon, 1000 Van Ness, 
Shattuck. (Chun)
the Fault in Our Stars I confess: I’m no 
card-carrying, vlog-flogging Nerdfighter in 
author John Green’s teen-geek army. But one 
can admire the passion — and teary romanticism 
— of the writer, readers, and the breakthrough 
novel that started it all. Much has been made 
over the cinematic tweaks to the best-selling 
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YA book, but those seem like small beefs: OK, 
male romantic lead Gus’s (Ansel Elgort) per-
haps-understandable brattiness seems to have 
been toned down a touch, but we’ll all get the 
somewhat-subversive push and pull of Green’s 
love story centered on two cancer-stricken inno-
cents. Sixteen-year-old Hazel (a radiant Shailene 
Woodley) has been battling cancer almost all her 
life, fighting back from the brink, and now mak-
ing her way every day with an oxygen tank and 
her devoted parents (Laura Dern, Sam Trammel) 
by her side. Her mordant wit, skeptical attitude, 
and smarts attract Gus, a handsome teen with a 
prosthetic leg, at a cancer support group, and the 
two embark on what seems like the most normal 
thing in the world — sweet, sweet love — albeit 
cut with the poignancy of almost-certain doom. 
Would the girl who calls herself a grenade dare to 
care for someone she will likely hurt? That’s the 
real question on her mind when the two reach 
out to the solitary author (Willem Dafoe) of their 
favorite book, An Imperial Affliction. The 
journey the two make leaves them both open to 
more hurt than either ever imagined, and though 
a good part of Fault’s denouement boils down 
to a major puddle cuddle — with solid perfor-
mances by all, but particularly Dern and Woodley 
— even a cynic is likely to get a bit misty as the 
kids endure all the stages of loss. And learning. 
(2:05) 1000 Van Ness, SF Center. (Chun)
Ida The bomb drops within the first ten minutes: 
after being gently forced to reconnect with her 
only living relative before taking her vows, novice 
nun Anna (Agata Trzebuchowska) learns that her 
name is actually Ida, and that she’s Jewish. Her 
mother’s sister, Wanda (Agneta Kulesza) — a 
Communist Party judge haunted by a turbulent 
past she copes with via heavy drinking, among 
other vices — also crisply relays that Ida’s par-
ents were killed during the Nazi occupation, and 
after some hesitation agrees to accompany the 
sheltered young woman to find out how they died, 
and where their bodies were buried. Drawing 
great depth from understated storytelling and 
gorgeous, black-and-white cinematography, 
Pawel Pawilowski’s well-crafted drama offers 
a bleak if realistic (and never melodramatic) 
look at 1960s Poland, with two polar-opposite 
characters coming to form a bond as their layers 
of painful loss rise to the surface. (1:20) Albany, 
Opera Plaza, Piedmont. (Eddy)
the Internet’s Own Boy: the Story of Aaron 
Swartz The current debate over net neutrality’s 
potential demise makes this a perfect moment 
for Brian Knappenberger’s documentary, 
which chronicles a dismal prior instance of 
government interference in online information 
access. Chicago native Aaron Swartz was such a 
programming prodigy that he was known interna-
tionally by age 13, though few realized how young 
he was until they met him at conferences. Years 
later, increasingly politicized about web free-
dom, he became a target for post-9/11 federal 
paranoia. His specific “crime” was mass-down-
loading academic journal materials that by strict 
legal terms should be freely available to all — but 
instead are used as a commercial cash cow 
without benefiting their actual authors. Seeking 

to use him as an example to other “hacktivists,” 
the Justice Dept. threatened Swartz with out-
rageously high prison sentencing and monetary 
fines. But in driving the 26-year-old to suicide, 
they created a martyr, one sacrificed at the altar 
of dubious, overzealous fears over commercial 
piracy and classified-intel leakage. Poignant and 
dramatic, The Internet’s Own Boy doesn’t 
canonize its subject — like many prodigies, he 
often seemed high-strung and socially awkward 
— but conveys his personal tragedy while using 
it to illuminate complex larger issues as urgent 
as they are often (as our government hopes) 
confoundingly difficult to understand. (1:45) 
Roxie. (Harvey)
Jersey Boys The musical that turned the back 
story of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons — the 
1960s hit making machines behind upbeat 
doo-wop ditties like “Sherry,” “Big Girls Don’t 
Cry,” “Walk Like a Man,” and a zillion more; you 
will recognize all of them — into Broadway 
gold ascends to the big screen thanks to director 
Clint Eastwood, a seemingly odd choice until 
you consider Eastwood’s own well-documented 
love of music. Jersey Boys weaves a predictable 
tale of show biz dreams realized and then nearly 
dashed, with a gangster element that allows 
for some Goodfellas-lite action (a pre-fame 
Joe Pesci is a character here; he was actually 
from the same ‘hood, and was instrumental 
in the group’s formation). With songs record-
ed live on-set, à la 2012’s Les Misérables, 
there’s some spark to the musical numbers, 
but Eastwood’s direction is more solid than 
spontaneous, with zero surprises (even the big 
finale, clearly an attempt at a fizzy, feel-good 
farewell, seems familiar). Still, the cast — includ-
ing Tony winner John Lloyd Young as Valli, and 
Christopher Walken as a sympathetic mobster 
— is likable, with Young in particular turning in 
a textured performance that speaks to his years 
of experience with the role. For an interview with 
cast members Young, Michael Lomenda (who 
plays original Four Season Nick Massi), and 
Erich Bergen (as Bob Gaudio, the member who 
wrote most of the group’s hits), visit www.sfbg.
com/pixel_vision. (2:14) 1000 Van Ness, SF 
Center, Shattuck. (Eddy)
life Itself Paying back the critic who champi-
oned his Hoop Dreams 
20 years ago, and then some, Steve James’s doc-
umentary about the late Roger Ebert is the kind 
of tribute that sometimes feels like an authorized 
biographical video played at a testimonial dinner. 
If he were alive, and it were about someone else, I 
suspect Ebert himself would be more polite than 
enthused. It traces his love of newspaperdom 
from an early age (he started writing for one at 
age 15); his semi-accidental falling into being 
the Chicago Sun-Times’ film reviewer in 1967 (a 
post he’d hold for 46 years); his Pulitzer win; the 
huge impact of TV’s Sneak Previews, aka At the 
Movies; his very rocky relationship with co-host 
Gene Siskel; and his happy first/last marriage at 
age 50. Ebert was prolific, gregarious, a friend 
to rising filmmakers (so long as he liked their 
work, of course), and someone who saw no con-
flict in being friends with established ones (like 
Scorsese and Herzog, both interviewed here). 
But Life Itself — “the only thing he loved more 
than the movies,” a statement that might strike 

you as profound or kinda “duh” — assesses his 
cultural impact as the most popular-movie-crit-
ic-probably-ever without really addressing his 
taste or style. As a result, it has the slightly pat 
quality of a movie content to admire its subject 
without digging very deep into the work that 
defined him. (Nor do the blown-up-video-quality 
clips from films do justice to his love of that 
medium.) Instead, the primary focus is on his 
later struggles with cancer, which took his lower 
jaw and speech before claiming his life. That 
stuff is tough to watch. Most entertaining are 
insights into his long-running ego war with Siskel, 
who brought out (often on camera) irritable, 
petty, competitive, and bullying sides to Ebert 
the public otherwise seldom saw. (1:58) Albany, 
Embarcadero, Smith Rafael. (Harvey)
Obvious Child We first encounter the protag-
onist of writer-director Gillian Robespierre’s 
funny, original film — a Brooklyn-dwelling 
twentysomething named Donna (Jenny Slate), 
who works at a lefty secondhand bookstore 
and makes regular (if unpaid) appearances at 
a local comedy night — onstage mining such 
underdiscussed topics as the effects of vaginal 
discharge on your garden-variety pair of under-
wear. This proves a natural segue to other hefty 
nuggets of embarrassment gold concerning her 
love life, to the dismay of boyfriend Ryan (Paul 
Briganti), auditing from the back of the club. 
He pretty much deserves it, however, for what 
he’s about to do, which is break up with her in a 
nasty, well-populated unisex bathroom, taking 
time to repeatedly glance at the texts coming 
through on his phone from Donna’s good friend, 
with whom he’s sleeping. So when Donna, 
mid-drowning of sorrows, meets a nice-looking 
fellow named Max (Jake Lacy) at the bar, his 
post-fraternity-presidency aesthetic seems 
unlikely to deter her from a one-night stand. The 
ensuing trashed make-out dance-off in Max’s 

apartment to the Paul Simon song of the title is 
both comic and adorable. The fractured recap of 
the evening’s condom-free horizontal events that 
occurs inside Donna’s brain three weeks later, 
as she hunkers down with her best friend, Nellie 
(Gaby Hoffmann), in the bookstore’s bathroom 
after peeing on a stick, is equally hilarious — and 
unwanted-pregnancy jokes aren’t that easy to 
pull off. Robespierre’s treatment of this extend-
ed windup and of Donna’s decision to have an 
abortion is a witty, warmhearted retort to 2007’s 
Knocked Up, a couple generations’ worth of 
Hollywood rom-com writers, and an entertain-
ment industry that continues to perform its 
sweaty contortions of storytelling in the gutless 
cause of avoiding the A-word. (1:15) California, 
Embarcadero, Piedmont, Sundance Kabuki. 
(Rapoport)
Snowpiercer Eighteen years after an attempt 
to reverse global warming has gone wildly awry 
— freezing all life into extinction — the only 
known survivors are on a one-of-a-kind perpet-
ual-motion train that circles the Earth annually, 
has its own self-contained ecosystem, and can 
smash through whatever ice buildup has blocked 
its tracks since the last go-round. It’s also a 
microcosm of civilization’s worst class-econom-
ic-racial patterns over history, with the much-
abused “tail” passengers living in squalor under 
the thumb of brutal military police. Unseen 
at the train’s front is its mysterious inventor, 
Wilford, whose minions enforce “Eternal Order 
Prescribed by the Sacred Engine.” Curtis (Chris 
Evans) is default leader of the proletariat’s lat-
est revolt, in which they attempt to force their 
way forward though the prison section (where 
they free Song Kang-ho and Go Ah-sung as the 
train’s original lock designer and his psychic 
daughter) on to the wonders of the first class 
compartments, and beyond. This first (mostly) 
English-language feature by South Korean Bong 

Joon-ho (2006’s The Host, 2009’s Mother), 
based on a 1982 French graphic novel, starts 
out as a sort of locomotive, claustrophobic Mad 
Max (1979) variation. But it gets wilder and 
more satirical as it goes along, goosed by Tilda 
Swinton’s grotesquely comic Minister Mason, 
and Alison Pill as a teacher propagandist in 
a particularly hilarious set piece. In case the 
metaphor hasn’t already hit you on the head, one 
character explains “The train is the world, we the 
humanity.” But Snowpiercer’s sociopolitical 
critique is as effective as it is blunt, because 
Bong handles everything here — visceral action, 
absurdist humor, narrative left-turns, neatly 
etched character archetypes, et al. — with style, 
confidence, and wit. Some of the FX may not 
be quite as seamless as it would have been in a 
$200 million Hollywood studio production, and 
fanboys will no doubt nitpick like nitwits at vari-
ous “credibility gaps.” (As if this movie ever asks 
to be taken literally.) But by current, or any, sci-fi 
action blockbuster standards, this is a giddily 
unpredictable, risk-taking joy. (2:07) Metreon, 
Presidio. (Harvey)
tammy There’s an Easter egg for Thelma and 
Louise (1991) diehards tucked amid Tammy’s 
many jokes at the expense of co-writer and star 
Melissa McCarthy: when Tammy and her boozy 
grandmother (a gray-wigged Susan Sarandon) 
set out on a spontaneous road trip to escape their 
miserable lives, Grandma flashes a wad of cash. 
The sum ($6,700) is exactly what Louise brought 
to the table during that long-ago flight to Mexico. 
It might not be a coincidence that Tammy also 
features the star of 1991’s other girl-power 
drama, Fried Green Tomatoes, with Kathy 
Bates playing a lesbian family friend who finally 
talks some sense into the clueless, reckless 
Tammy — basically standing in for the audience. 
We wanna cheer for this newly dumped, recently 
fired, perpetually rumpled heroine, if only she 
weren’t so willfully lacking in self-awareness, 
and so frequently obnoxious — traits that are all 
the more mystifying since McCarthy wrote this 
character for herself, and because we know what 
she’s capable of (see: her outrageous, hilarious, 
Oscar-nominated turn in 2011’s Bridesmaids). 
Tammy — co-written and directed by 
McCarthy’s husband, Ben Falcone — has its 
moments, but it’s overall an uneven comedy 
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fiRst RUn VenUes
The following is contact information for Bay 
Area first-run theaters.

Balboa 38th Ave/Balboa. 221-8184, www.
balboamovies.com.
Century plaza Noor off El Camino, South SF. 
(650) 742-9200.
Century 20 Junipero Serra/John Daly, Daly 
City. (650) 994-7469.
Clay Fillmore/Clay. 561-9921.
embarcadero 1 Embarcadero Center, prome-
nade level. 352-0835.
empire West Portal/Vicente. 661-2539.
Four Star Clement/23rd Ave. 666-3488.
marina 2149 Chestnut. www.lntsf.com/
marina_theatre
metreon Fourth St/Mission. 
1-800-FANDANGO.
New people Cinema 1746 Post. www.new-
peopleworld.com.
1000 Van Ness 1000 Van Ness. 1-800-231-
3307.
Opera plaza Van Ness/Golden Gate. 771-
0183.
presidio 2340 Chestnut. 776-2388.
SF Center Mission between Fourth and Fifth 
Sts. 538-8422.
Stonestown 19th Ave/Winston. 221-8182.
Sundance kabuki Cinema Post/Fillmore. 
929-4650.
Vogue Sacramento/Presidio. 221-8183.
BAY AReA
Albany 1115 Solano, Albany. (510) 464-
5980.
AmC Bay Street 16 5614 Shellmound, 
Emeryville. (510) 457-4262.

California Kittredge/Shattuck, Berk. (510) 
464-5980.
Cerrito 10070 San Pablo, El Cerrito. (510) 
972-9102.
Grand lake 3200 Grand, Oakl. (510) 452-
3556.
Jack london Stadium 100 Washington, Jack 
London Square, Oakl. (510) 433-1320.
magick lantern 125 Park Place, Point 
Richmond. (510) 234-1404.

New parkway 474 24th St, Oakl. (510) 658-
7900.
piedmont Piedmont/41st St, Oakl. (510) 
464-5980.
Rialto Cinemas elmwood 2966 College Ave. 
at Ashby, Berk. (510) 433-9730.
Shattuck Cinemas 2230 Shattuck, Berk. 
(510) 464-5980.
UA Berkeley 2274 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 
843-1487. 2
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that yields few belly laughs. It also shoehorns in 
a stilted romantic subplot (with Mark Duplass, 
of all people) because ... why? Why can’t this 
be a movie about a woman who figures out how 
to manage her chaotic life, without landing a 
man as a reward? Even the ol’ Grand Canyon 
plunge offers more fresh satisfaction, nearly 
25 years on. (1:37) Four Star, Marina, 1000 
Van Ness, SF Center, Shattuck, Sundance 
Kabuki. (Eddy)
third person A screenwriter, Paul Haggis, 
pens a script in which a novelist (Liam Neeson) 
sits alone in a smoke-filled hotel room in Paris 
struggling over a manuscript about a novelist who 
can only feel emotions through his characters. 
What that psychic state would actually look like 
remains unclear — when the woman (Olivia 
Wilde) he’s left his wife (Kim Basinger) for shows 
up, their playful, painful, fraught interactions 
reveal a man with above-average emotional 
reserves. Meanwhile, in another hotel in another 
city, Rome, a sleazy fashion industry spy (Adrien 
Brody) finds his life turned sideways by a seem-
ingly chance encounter in a bar with a beautiful 

Romanian woman (Moran Atias) in dire need 
of money. And in a third hotel, in Manhattan, a 
young woman (Mila Kunis) cleans up the suites 
she used to stay in when she was married to a 
renowned painter (James Franco), with whom 
she has a son she may or may not have harmed 
in some terrible way. The film broadly hints at 
connections between these three sets of lives 
— in each, the loss or endangerment of a child 
produces an unrelenting ripple effect; speaking 
of which, objects unnaturally submerged in water 
present an ominous visual motif. If the movie 
poster doesn’t give the game away as you’re 
walking into the theater, the signposts erected 
by Haggis ensure that you won’t be in the dark 
for long. Learning how these characters relate to 
one another, however, puts considerable drag on 
the fabric of the plot, exposing the threadbare 
places, and where Haggis offers his tortured 
characters redemption, it comes at the cost of 
good storytelling. (2:17) Metreon, Shattuck. 
(Rapoport) 2

coNt>>

Rep ClOCK
Schedules are for Wed/9-Tue/15 except 
where noted. Director and year are given 
when available. Double and triple features 
marked with a •. All times pm unless other-
wise specified.
ARtIStS’ teleVISION ACCeSS 992 
Valencia, SF; www.atasite.org. $7. “Cyber 
Beach Party” and “nanobytes,” works by 
Gary Fembot and others, Fri, 8.
CAStRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. $8.50-11. •A 
hard Day’s Night (Lester, 1964), Wed, 
5:30, 7:30, and I wanna hold Your hand 
(Zemeckis, 1978), Wed, 9:35. •the Servant 
(Losey, 1963), Thu, 7, and Accident (Losey, 
1967), Thu, 9:15. •Only lovers left Alive 
(Jarmusch, 2013), Fri, 7:30, and Addiction, 
Fri, 9:45. Peaches Christ presents: the 
wizard of Oz (Fleming, 1939), with pre-
show starring Peaches Christ and Sharon 
Needles in The Wizard of Odd, Sat, 3, 
8. This event, $30-105; tickets at www.
peacheschrist.com. Frozen (Buck and Lee, 
2013), Sun, 1. Presented sing-along style. 
•the ladykillers (Mackendrick, 1955), 
Sun, 7:10, and the lavender hill mob 
(Crichton, 1951), Sun, 5:30, 9. •manhattan 
(Allen, 1979), Tue, 7, and klute (Pakula, 
1971), Tue, 8:50.
COURthOUSe SQUARe 2200 Broadway, 
Redwood City; www.redwoodcity.org. Free. 
e.t. the extra terrestrial (Spielberg, 
1982), Thu, 8:45.
elleN DRISCOll plAYhOUSe 325 
Highland, Piedmont; http://diversityfilm-
series.org. Free. louder than a Bomb 
(Jacobs and Siskel, 2010), Thu, 6:30.
eXplORAtORIUm Pier 15, SF; www.explor-
atorium.edu. Free with museum admission 
($19-25). “Saturday Cinema: One Click at a 
Time,” Sat, 1, 2, 3.
JACk lONDON FeRRY lAwN Clay and Water, 
Oakl; www.jacklondonsquare.com. Free. 
“Waterfront Flicks:” Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
(Hughes, 1986), Thu, sundown.
pACIFIC FIlm ARChIVe 2575 Bancroft, 
Berk; (510) 642-5249, bampfa.berkeley.
edu. $5.50-9.50. “Kenji Mizoguchi: A 
Cinema of Totality:” my love has Been 
Burning (1949), Wed, 7; the life of Oharu 
(1952), Fri, 7:30. “Martin Scorsese Presents 
Masterpieces of Polish Cinema:” the hour-
Glass Sanatorium (Has, 1973), Thu, 7. “The 
Brilliance of Satyajit Ray:” pather panchali 
(1955), Sat, 6; Aparajito (1956), Sun, 6. 
“Derek Jarman, Visionary:” Jubilee (1978), 
Sat, 8:30. “Picture This: Classic Children’s 
Books on Film:” “My Other Self,” shorts pro-
gram plus presentation by author and illustra-
tor Julie Downing, Sun, 3:30.
pARAmOUNt 2025 Broadway, Oakl; 
www.ticketmaster.com. $5. the Goonies 
(Donner, 1985), Fri, 8.
ROXIe 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. $6.50-11. 
•Apocalypse: Bill Callahan (Blanks, 

2012), and In Search of Blind Joe Death: 
the Saga of John Fahey (Cullingham, 
2012), Wed, 7:15. This screening, $12. 
20,000 Days on earth (Forsyth and 
Pollard, 2014), Thu, 7:15. the Internet’s 
Own Boy: the Story of Aaron Swartz 
(Knappenberger, 2014), Wed-Thu, 7, 9:15. 
“A Special Weekend with Actor Don Murray:” 
A hatful of Rain (Zinneman, 1957), 
Fri, 7:30; the Bachelor party (Mann, 
1957), Fri, 9:45; Shake hands with the 
Devil (Anderson, 1959), Fri, 11:30; “the 
Outcasts: the long Ride” (Butler, 1969), 
Sat, noon; Call me By my Rightful Name 
(Shurtleff, 1972), Sat, 1; A man is ten Feet 
tall (Mulligan, 1955), Sat, 3:30; Sweet 
love, Bitter (Danska, 1967), Sat, 4:30; 
endless love (Zefferelli, 1981), Sat, 7:15; 
the Confessions of tom harris (Derek 
and Nelson, 1968-72), Sat, 10:15; “police 
Story: the Big walk” (Day, 1973), Sun, 
noon; Deadly hero (Nagy, 1976), Sun, 1; 
the hoodlum priest (Kershner, 1961); 
Advise and Consent (Preminger, 1962), 
Sun, 6:30; Bus Stop (Logan, 1956), 
Sun, 9:15. With additional short films and 
Don Murray in person at selected events. 
Following the Ninth (Candaele, 2013), 
Tue, 7.
SmIth RAFAel FIlm CeNteR 1118 Fourth 
St, San Rafael; (415) 454-1222, www.
cafilm.org. $6.50-$10.75. American 
mustang (Price, 2014), Wed, 7. life Itself 
(James, 2014), Wed-Thu, call for times. the 
last Sentence (Troell, 2012), July 11-17, 
call for times.
temeSCAl ARt CeNteR 511 48th St, 
Oakl; www.shapeshifterscinema.com. Free. 
“Shapeshifters Cinema:” works by performer 
and sound artist Elise Baldwin, Sun, 8.
VORteX ROOm 1082 Howard, SF; 
Facebook: The Vortex Room. $10. “Thursday 
Night Film Cult: Bad Vibrations”: •Island of 
the Damned (Serrador, 1976), Thu, 9, and 
Blood Beach (Bloom, 1980), Thu, 11.
YeRBA BUeNA CeNteR FOR the ARtS 
701 Mission, SF; www.ybca.org. $8-10. 
“Brakhage, Brakhage, Brakhage!:” “Sound 
Films” (1962-74), Thu, 7:30; “Hand-Painted 
Films” (1993-2002), Sun, 2. 2

wIlD hORSe DOCUmeNtARY american mustang 
SCReeNS weD/9 At the SmIth RAFAel FIlm 
CeNteR.
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Feel the Vibe! Hot Black Chat. 
Urban women and men ready 
to MAKE THE CONNECTION Call 
singles in your area! Try FREE! 
Call 1-800-305-9164 (AAN CAN)
¿Hablas Español? HOT Latino 
Chat.Call Fonochat now & in 
seconds you can be speaking 
to HOT Hispanic singles in 
your area. Try FREE!
1-800-416-3809 (AAN CAN)

Where Local Girls Go Wild!
Hot, Live, Real, Discreet! 
Uncensored live 1-on-1 HOT 
phone Chat. Calls in YOUR 
city! Try FREE! Call
1-800-261-4097 (AAN CAN)

INTERNET AUCTION BMW & 
YAMAHA OF SANTA CRUZ – 
Parts, Helmets, Tires, Saddle-
bags, Seats & More. Selling 
without Reserve. Shipping or 
Local Pickup. BID TODAY!
www.THEAUCTIONARIUM.com
CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/
Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 
Call For Instant Offer: 1-888-
420-3808 www.cash4car.com 
(AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in match-
ing Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions.
866-413-6293.

Void in Illinois/New Mexi-
co/Indiana (AAN CAN)
DID YOU KNOW that not only 
does newspaper media reach 
a HUGE Audience, they also 
reach an ENGAGED AUDI-
ENCE. Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-
6011 or email cecelia@cnpa.
com (Cal-SCAN)
LOSE UP TO 30 POUNDS in 
60 Days! Once daily appetite 
suppressant burns 
fat and boosts energy for 
healthy weight loss. 60 day 
supply - $59.95.
Call:800-561-9814 (CalSCAN)
DirectTV 2 Year Savings Event! 
Over 140 channels only $29.99 
a month. Only DirecTV gives you 
2 YEARS of savings and a FREE 
Genie upgrade! Call 1-800-291-
0350 (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW 144 million 
U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! Alert 
for Seniors. Bathroom falls can 
be fatal. Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 
Off. (Cal-SCAN)
Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order pharma-
cy will provide you with savings 
of up to 75 percent on all your 

medication needs. Call today 
1-800-273-0209 for $10.00 off 
your fi rst prescription and free 
shipping. (Cal-SCAN)

MEN’S LIFESTYLE MEDS
Viagra - Cialis – Levitra

USA Pharmacies
Telemedicine Physicians

Overnight Shipping Available
Trusted Since 1998 

800-951-6337
VIAMEDIC.COM

Save 5% using code: CAL14
Coupon exp. 12.31.2014

(Cal-SCAN)
VIAGRA 100MG, CIALIS 20mg 
40 Pills +4/freeOnly $99.00 
Discreet Shipping. Save $500 
Now!Call Today
1-888-797-9028

Curious About Men? Talk Dis-
creetly with men like you!
Try FREE! Call 1-888-779-
2789 www.guyspy.com

(AAN CAN)

One call, does it all! Fast and 
Reliable Handyman Services. 
Call ServiceLive and get 
referred to a pro today: Call 
800-958-8267. (Cal-SCAN)

$1,000 WEEKLY!! MAILING BRO-
CHURES From Home. Helping 
home workers since 2001. Gen-
uine Opportunity. No Experience 
required. Start Immediately www.
mailingmembers.com (AAN CAN)
Africa, Brazil Work/Study! 
Change the lives of others while 
creating a sustainable future. 
6, 9, 18 month programs 

available. Apply today! www.
OneWorldCenter.org (269) 591-
0518 info@OneWorldCenter.org 
(AAN CAN)
ATTN: DRIVERS – Be a Name, 
Not a Number. $$$ Up to 
50 cpm $$$, BCBS + 401k 
+ Pet + Rider, Orientation 
Sign On Bonus, CDL-A Re-
quired.877-258-8782
www.ad-drivers.com

Immediate Openings
No Experience Required

We Train the Right 
Candidates

Earn $18/hr avg
Plus Bonus Opportunities 

and Trip 
Incentives

Looking for Individuals to Grow 
with Us

We only Promote from Within
Call today to set up an 

Interview
415-645-6479

DRIVERS - START WITH OUR 
TRAINING OR CONTINUE YOUR 
SOLID CAREER. You Have Op-
tions! Company Drivers, Lease 
Purchase or Owner Operators 
Needed! (877) 369-7126

www.CentralTruckDrivingJobs.
com (Cal-SCAN)
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Become a Medical 
Offi ce Assistant! No Experi-
ence Needed! Online training 
gets you Job ready! HS Diplo-
ma/GED & PC needed!
1-888-407-7063 (Cal-SCAN)
NEED CLASS A CDL TRAIN-
ING? Start a CAREER in truck-
ing today! Swift Academies 
offer PTDI certifi ed courses 
and offer “Best-In-Class” train-

ing. •New Academy Classes 
Weekly • No Money Down 
or Credit Check •Certifi ed 
Mentors Ready and Available 
• Paid (While Training With 
Mentor) • Regional and Ded-
icated Opportunities • Great 
Career Path Excellent Benefi ts 
Package. Please Call:
(520) 226-4362 (CalSCAN)
TRUCK DRIVERS - Obtain 
Class A CDL in 2 ½ weeks. 
Company Sponsored Training. 
Also Hiring Recent Truck 
School Graduates, Experi-
enced Drivers. Must be 21 or 
Older. Call:
(866) 275-2349. (Cal-SCAN)
THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 
Rockley Road, Houston, Texas 
77099. Train for a new career. 
*Underwater Welder. Commer-
cial Diver. *NDT/Weld Inspec-
tor. Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial Aid avail for those 
who qualify 1.800.321.0298
AIRLINE CAREERS begin 
here – Get FAA approved 
Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Job placement 
and Financial assistance for 
qualifi ed students. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 
888-242-3382 (Cal-SCAN)

Auto Accident Attorney
INJURED IN AN AUTO ACCI-
DENT? Call InjuryFone for a free 
case evaluation. Never a cost 
to you. Don’t wait, call now. 
1-800-958-5341 (Cal-SCAN)
Is Your Identity Protected? It 
is our promise to provide the 
most comprehensive identity 
theft prevention and response 
products available! Call Today 
for 30-Day FREE TRIAL
1-800-908-5194. (Cal-SCAN)

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimen-
sion. In stock ready to ship. 
FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)
OWN YOUR own Medical Alert 
Company! Be the 1st and Only 
Distributor in your area! Unlim-
ited $ return. Small investment 
required. Call toll free 1-844-
225-1200. (Cal-SCAN)

Do you owe over $10,000 to 
the IRS or State in back taxes? 
Get tax relief now! Call BlueTax, 
the nation’s full service tax 
solution fi rm. 800-393-6403. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Are you in BIG trouble with 
the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfi led 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Seen 
on CNN. A BBB. Call
1-800-761-5395. (Cal-SCAN)
Reduce Your Past Tax Bill 
by as much as 75 Percent. 
Stop Levies, Liens and Wage 
Garnishments. Call The Tax 
DR Now to see if you Qualify. 
1-800-498-1067. (Cal-SCAN)

$$ IT TAKES MONEY $$
Be your own boss; work from 
home, offi ce, or car. Training 
& support $ 150 investment. 

HENRY D. JOHNSON & ASSOC., 
LLC 415-882-4492

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. 
A-0358701-00. The following 
is doing business as
STEVIE ENTERTAINMENT
452 Waller St. San Francisco, 
CA 94117. The business is 
conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced busi-
ness under the above-listed 
fi ctitious business name on: 
6/03/2014. This statement 
was signed by Stevie Marti-
nez. This statement was fi led 
by Melissa Ortiz, Deputy Coun-
ty Clerk, on 6/03/2014. 
Jun. 18, 25, Jul. 2, 9, 2014
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. 
A-0359093-00. The following 
is doing business as SEED & 
SALT 2240 Chestnut St. San 
Francisco, CA 94123. The 
business is conducted by a 
limited liability company. Reg-
istrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fi cti-
tious business name on: N/A. 
This statement was signed by 
Maureen Clancy. This state-
ment was fi led by Sharlene 
Carter, Deputy County Clerk, 
on 6/25/2014. 
Jul. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2014

Bi-Black & Masculine
First Timers Welcome.
Very Discreet, Friendly,
Clean & WELL ENDOWED! 
In/Outcalls - Ask for Cedric 
*82(510)776-5945
Meet singles right now! No 
paid operators, just real people 
like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and con-

nect live. Try it free. Call now: 
800-945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATE AUCTION: The 
Pinnacle at Summerwood, 
August 25th, 1pm, 293 High 
Meadow Dr., Dillon, CO. In-
credible Mountain Top Estate! 
BARIGBY.COM·
800-582-1206. (CalSCAN)
SULLIVAN PROPERTIES INC.
West Maui’s Affordable Con-
dos. 1, 2, 3 Bedroom Rentals. 
1-800-332-1238
www.MauiResorts.com

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online 

listings with photos and maps. 
Find your roommate with a 
click of the mouse! Visit: 

http://www.Roommates.com. 
(AAN CAN)

MASSAGE: I like to have fun, 
relax, and enjoy myself.  May-
be you would too?  Available 
days & evenings. Incall/
Outcall
415-435-7526
Hot NURU massage by candle-
light in upscale Pinole location 
Given by a sexy cmt. Come re-
ceive a massage you will never 
forget ;) 510-610-6412

WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 
13557, Denver, Co 80201

CLASSIFIEDS FOR MORE VISIT
SFBG.COM/CLASSFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD CALL 415-487-4600 
OR EMAIL US AT ADMANAGERS@SFBG.COM
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415-759-8577
2450 Taraval St (SF) 
(Free Parking) * Bring Ad in for $5 Off Body Massage

harmony spa
GranD opEnInG

i NEW YOUNG MASSEUSES i
FOOT MASSAGE:
$19.99/pkg
• Full Body
   Massage
• FREE Sauna
• Table Shower
   Available

Full Body Massage 

415-585-2222
Open 7 days 10AM-10PM

4565 Mission St (x Norton)

$45/hr
$30/half hr

Bring copy
of ad.

Shower
& Steam 

Room 
Available

L’Amour Spa Massage
The Best Relaxation Massage in Town

602 Jackson St at Kearny in SF 
415 781 5224

YOUR AD HERE!

G r a n d  O p e n i n G

BODY 
MASSAGE 

BRAZILIAN 
WAXING

650-755-2823
7345 MiSSiOn ST - daLY CiTY 

CrediT CardS aCCepTed - BeTWeen San pedrO & CaSTLe

Union Spa & Salon

266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF

415-658-7886

VIP Massage
Full Body Massage

Fresh & Clean Location
Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls

Open Daily 10AM-10PM

$10OFF
When you bring

in this Ad

LIRENDA SHIATSU
PROFESSIONAL 

MASSEUSES

1HR: $50
1/2 HR: $35

1347 DIVISADERO ST. 
(BETWEEN ELLIS 

& O’FARRELL) IN SF
415-359-9959

WWW.LIRENDASHIATSU.COM

Grand Opening

3017 Geary Blvd SF

$45/hr

J & M HEALTH SPA
Deep Tissue & Swedish Massage

2655 Judah Street 415-655-1367

$45/HR FULL BODY MASSAGE
$35/HR  BODY & FOOT MASSAGE
FREE CUPPING & HOT STONE
OPEN DAILY 10-10     EASY PARKING

EmpirE HEaltH Club

428 O’FarEll St. @ taylOr
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco)

Open 7 days  
a week

10am-midnight

Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted
Now hiring masseuses with permits

Many 
Beautiful 

Asian 
Girls to 
Choose 
From

INTERRACIAL-KINK
A Swinger Party

Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until...

Deliciously Sexy 
Couples and 
select Singles 
are welcome 
to attend. to attend.to attend.

(510)388-5108(510)388-5108(510)388-5108(510)388-5108
Couples, Call Together

SAT. 7/12:  HOT ORGY NIGHT

Devie Spa

1429 Polk St. San Francisco

(

415

)

345-8788

Devie Spa

Beautiful Asian 
Masseuses

Private Rooms 
& Showers
Dry Sauna

Open 7 Days
8am-10pm

New Management
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$39
*

Must bring ad • 1 per patient
*Renewals only

san jose 
115 N. 4th St., Suite 106 

Mon – Sat: 11am – 7pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 408-998-0980

SJ420.com

oakland 
2633 Telegraph Ave. #109 

Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 510-832-5000

OaklandMarijuanaCenter.com

We Will Match anY 
local Competitor’s Price.

Walk-Ins Welcome. 

affordable medical marijuana cards we’ve got the bay area covered!

Grand

Opening!

vallejo 
432 Tennesse St. 

Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm 
707-644-1667

Vallejo420md.com

We Will Match ANY 
Local Competitor’s Price.

Walk-Ins Welcome. 

We match any local price!

www.Green215.com 
1 (877) PROP-215

1 (877) 776-7215
Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose

(1200 Howard St @ 8th)

• Real Doctors – Real Care

• Professional and Affordable

• Totally Confidential

• Quality ID Cards

• 24/7 Safe VerificationLed by
Hanya Barth, M.D.

Call  
Now!

Free Gram
of Wax, Oil, Hash 

or a Medisicle 
with 1st order

1(800) 420-7104

Your Online Collective
Resource for 

Medical Cannabis

$39
Renewals

from ANY Doctor

www.PriceLessEvaluations.com

WE MATCH
ANY PRICE
WITH PROOF

PriceLess Evaluations

Licensed Medical Doctors are Providing

$50
New Patients

• This Coupon is Not Applicable with
   Appointment
• High Quality Photo ID Cards and   
   Pocket Recs Available
• 100% Private & Confi dential
• 24/7 LIVE & Online Verifi cation

San Francisco
Now Open Sundays
415.796.2254

Mon - Sun 11AM - 7PM
3490 20th St. 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94110

HAIR MODELS NEEDED!
Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 
Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com.

“In a democracy the poor will have more power than 
the rich, because there are more of them, and the will 
of the majority is supreme.“
— Aristotle

Advertise Here!
Call 415.255.3100
for info and rates.
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