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BURNING ELEPHANT
Republicans on LSD? It’s 
about time! The Republican-
libertarian puppeteer who 
has sometimes been called 
“the most powerful man in 
Washington,” anti-tax crusader 
Grover Norquist, is headed 
to Burning Man. He made the 
announcement yesterday, via 
Twitter. “It’s official. Samah 
and I are off to ‘Burning Man’ 
this year. Scratch one from the 
Bucket List,” Norquist tweeted.

MORE MUNI MONEY
Muni buses regularly play a 
canned audio message: “Please 
pay your ‘fare share.’ ” It’s a 
silly pun, but it’ll be especially 
grating next month, when muni 
fares are set to rise by a 
quarter. $2.25 is the official 
Muni fare starting September 
1, and monthly passes will jump 
from $66 to $68. Muni fares 
rise with inflation. Now, if only 
Muni cleanliness rose with infla-
tion: those bus seats would be 
clean enough to eat off.

YOU WIN SOME
Members of the Arcade Fire, 
who hit the Shoreline Wed/30 
with their Reflektor tour, were 
spotted earlier this week just 
chillin’ outside the Zetta hotel 
(just around the corner from the 
Bay Guardian’s new mall-top-
ping offices). Our tipster con-
firms: Win Butler is tall. | ap 

images/invision photo by barry 
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ROBESON REVISTED
The always enriching AfroSolo Arts Festival celebrates its 
20th year Sat/2, 1pm-3pm, free at Yerba Buena Gardens in 
SF. This year, renowned baritone Anthony Brown (pictured), 
accompanied by pianist Dr. Carl Blake, present A Tribute to 
Paul Robeson, feting the legendary singer, activist, lawyer, 
and artist. Ring a picnic and listen to some spectacular singing. 
www.YBGFestival.org

ALL SHIPSHAPE
One of our favorite newish bars 
in the Mission, Virgil’s Sea 
Room, co-owned by Harvey Milk 
Democratic Club co-president 
Tom Temprano, is celebrating 
one year of great drinks, drag 
bingo, progressive politics, and 
naught cal puns (Fri/1, 9pm, 
free. 3152 Mission, SF. www.
virgilssf.com). DJs Jamie Jams 
and Miss Pop, food by Wes 
Burger, and drink special will 
float anybody’s boat.

PINK SATURDAY 
DEAD?
CastroBiscuit reported startling 
news: The Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence are mulling putting 
the kibosh on pink Saturday, an 
annual celebration at Pride. The 
last few years have seen a spike 
in violence at the historically 
inclusive party, and the sisters 
plan to meet with Supervisor 
Scott Wiener, the SFPD, and the 
community to decide next steps. 
Sister Selma Soul told Castro 
Biscuit Editor Roy McKenzie: 
“Once we see how those dis-
cussions go the Sisters will be 
deciding whether we want to pro-
duce the event again, transition 
it to a third party, or recommend 
that the city cancel the event 
altogether.”

INTELLIGENcE 

APP MAKERS = STARVING ARTISTS
Yes, techies are driving rents up. Yes, techies are driving the cost of 
living up, too. But the next time you meet a techie, or at least, an app 
developer, they may be poorer than you think. A study titled “Developer 
economics: State of the Nation” surveyed more than 10,000 (holy 
crap!) app developers, and found that more than 50 percent of iOS 
developers and more than 64 percent of Android developers make less 
than $500 per app, per month. “The majority of app businesses are not 
sustainable at current revenue levels,” the study found. We’re not in a 
tech bubble, no siree. Now pass the Soylent. | graphic by visionmobile

SNAPSHOT: HEALTH
phOtO BY @hANOUNA1951
Tag your Instagram photos #sfbgsnapshot for a chance to be featured  
here in next week’s paper. Each week we’ll pick a new theme, and a new 
favorite. Next week’s photo challenge theme: “beach”

JAILERS, POLITIcIANS UNITE
Sup. malia Cohen last week joined Board 
of Supervisors colleagues friendly with law 
enforcement and the Mayor’s Office — which 
still haven’t gotten over Ross Mirkarimi being 
elected Sheriff and surviving Lee’s attempt to 
remove him from office — in killing a proposal 
to let the Sheriff’s Department to have a little 
more say in letting poor, low-risk inmates out 
on electronic monitoring pending their trials. 
In Cohen’s District 10, with high poverty and 
incarceration rates, her question might have 
been: Why should only those who can afford 
bail be free? Instead, despite backing for 
the reform from the Probation Department 

and Public Defenders Office, she said, “All 
I’m hearing from are in opposition.” And 

then a few days later, she was feted and 
funded at a re-election event by the San 
Francisco Deputy Sheriff’s Association, 
whose job security relies on having 
more San Franciscans behind bars. 
Hmm.

FETISH FROLIc
Packed gay leather 

street festival Up Your 
Alley Fair last Sunday 
was replete with all the 

joyous sexual expres-
sion and provocative 

sartorial choices we’ve 
come to suspect. But the 
above tropical normcore 
anti-surveillance fantasy 

outfit was a new one, 
even for us. Gay fetish: 
still thinking out of the 
box. | photo by DarWin 

bell
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Everybody loves skulls.
Skulls, a revealing new exhibit. Now open. 
From a massive African elephant to a wall of  
California sea lions, there’s a lot to love. 

Get tickets at calacademy.org

SkullsBiker_10.13x11.indd   1 6/16/14   3:45 PM



opinion

By Ross MiRkaRiMi

OPINION It’s expensive being poor. 
Families of inmates often live on the 
edge of insolvency.

I know a mother of two, mar-
ried to a man doing time in the 
San Francisco jail, who is trapped 
between the domino effect of pov-
erty and the desire to maintain her 
children’s relationship with their 
father. The trouble began when her 
credit rating dropped due to late 
bill payments, which triggered the 
repossession of her car, which put 
her job at risk because public transit 
couldn’t get her to work on time.

Now she relies on loan centers 
that charge high interest rates or 
paying the rent on her dilapidated 
apartment late, all while trying to 
stave off eviction. She says she con-
templates leaving San Francisco on a 
daily basis. To do so would improve 
her financial situation, but would 
reduce her children’s already limited 
access to their father.

Depending if they can afford 
the time it takes to take transit to 
County Jail 5 in San Bruno for a 
weekly visit, or the unreasonable 
cost of a phone call, family members 
must choose between putting food 
on the table or connecting with 
their loved one.

Research shows that inmates 
who preserve ties with their fam-
ilies, especially their spouses and 
children, have a much better chance 
of staying out of jail once released. 
Keeping in touch is almost an 
impossible reality considering the 
jolting cost of making a $1 per min-
ute in-state, long-distance or pre-
paid collect call.

Until a cap on interstate calling 
rates was introduced earlier this year 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission, the telephone compa-
nies providing inmate phone services 
were largely unregulated. As a result, 
correctional facilities allowed inmate 
phone service providers to charge 
jacked-up calling rates in exchange 
for a cut of the revenue, paid to the 
facility in the form of a phone com-
mission. Because these commissions 
are used to fund services for inmates, 
this decades-old practice created a 
paradoxical relationship between 
inmates, inmate phone service com-
panies, prisons, and county jails.

In the San Francisco Sheriff 
Department’s most recent contract 
with its phone service provider, 
Global Tel*Link (GTL), we broke 
this counterproductive cycle and 
changed the way we do business. 
We’ve dramatically reduced calling 
rates and surcharges for inmate 
phone calls, including a 70 percent 
reduction for a 15-minute collect or 
pre-paid collect, in-state, long-dis-
tance call, from $13.35 to $4.05, and 
a 32 percent reduction for a 15-min-
ute debit, in-state, long-distance call, 
from $5.98 to $4.05.

Given the city’s longtime depen-
dence on phone commissions to fund 
rehabilitative programs, like Resolve 
to Stop the Violence and the One 
Family visitation program, reducing 
inmate calling rates endangers pro-
gram stability while spotlighting an 
addiction that’s shared by almost 
every prison and jail in the country: 
balancing incarceration budgets 
on the backs of people who can 
afford it least. According to the US 
Department of Justice, 80 percent of 
families who have a member incar-
cerated live at or below poverty levels.

Fortunately, our department 
recently won a settlement against 
GTL’s predecessor, enabling us to 
fund programs for several years 
without taking a hit. But, in the 
long run, City Hall must realize 
that gouging poor people doesn’t 
improve public safety. It punishes 
innocent children by limiting their 
communication with their family, 
subordinates the healing value of 
family reunification to profit, and 
strengthens the intergenerational 
resentment that is laced between 
impoverished communities and the 
justice system that is supposed to 
protect them.

Gratified with the unanimous 
support of our phone rate reform 
by the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors, the San Francisco 
Sheriff’s Department is proud to be 
one of the first county jail systems 
in the nation to dramatically reduce 
its telecom rates.

Our next policy reform will be 
the unregulated, exorbitant cost of 
inmate commissary fees and com-
missions. 2

Ross Mirkarimi is the elected Sheriff  
of San Francisco.

EDITORIAL Under the misleading 
guise of encouraging the develop-
ment of more affordable housing 
in San Francisco, Mayor Ed Lee 
and Sup. Jane Kim have sponsored 
a pair of fall ballot measures that 
actually weaken existing housing 
policy in San Francisco. It’s a ruse 
that shouldn’t fool politically 
savvy San Franciscans.

Lee has the authority to place 
his Build Housing Now measure 
on the ballot, although he may 
withdraw it under his backroom 
deal with Kim. But the Board of 
Supervisors should reject Kim’s 
City Housing Balance measure, a 
once-promising proposal that she 
last week made toothless and coun-
terproductive. What she called a 
“compromise” was actually a capitu-
lation to developers and the Mayor’s 
Office [Editor’s Note: The board was 
scheduled to consider Kim’s measure 
on July 29 after Guardian press time, 
which is why we posted this editorial 
early at sfbg.com, where print read-
ers can check for an update].

Kim’s original measure called 

for market-rate housing develop-
ers to get conditional use permits 
and perform additional economic 
studies on their projects when 
affordable housing production falls 
below 30 percent of total produc-
tion. She then weakened it with 
several exemptions, yet it was still 
a check against runaway develop-
ment of luxury housing.

But her new measure, much 
like Lee’s, is little more than a 
wishful policy statement calling 
for the city to seek the goal of 33 
percent of housing affordable by 
moderate income San Franciscans 
and below (usually defined as 
those making 120 percent of area 
median income or less) and 50 per-
cent by the more vaguely defined 
“working middle class.”

While neither measure includes 
any enforcement or funding mech-
anism to help reach that goal, it’s 
noteworthy that the goals them-
selves weaken those the city set for 
itself in the Housing Element of the 
General Plan, which call for 60 per-
cent of new housing construction 

to be affordable to those with mod-
erate incomes and below. The board 
adopted an amended version of this 
Housing Element just last month.

This is politics at its very worst: 
Politicians claiming to be doing one 
thing in order to score points with 
voters and appear responsive to their 
concerns, while they actually do just 
the opposite and try to disguise that 
fact with disingenuous rhetoric.

Kim’s allies in the labor and 
progressive political communities 
tell us they’re disappointed in 
her capitulation at such a crucial 
moment in determining whether 
San Francisco becomes a city of 
the rich or whether it can retain its 
socioeconomic diversity.

We were also disappointed, 
although we weren’t surprised. 
There’s an ugly, money-driven 
brand of politics being practiced 
at City Hall these days, and Kim 
has repeatedly shown herself to be 
more concerned with her future 
political prospects than living up 
to the progressive values she has 
long espoused. 2

Housing measures weaken city policy

Reducing phone charges 
helps inmates connect 
with families

TheRe’s an ugly, Money-dRiven BRand of poliTics Being pRacTiced aT ciTy hall.
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By ReBecca Bowe
rebecca@sfbg.com

NEWS “I am a survivor of the AIDS 
epidemic,” Daniel volunteered, 
beginning to tell us his very San 
Francisco story.

He was diagnosed with HIV in 
the 1980s. Working in fine dining 
rooms of San Francisco hotels at the 
time, he had health insurance, and 
had gone to Kaiser for an unrelated 
procedure. That led to a blood test 
— and then wham.

“They just bluntly, without any 
compassion, just told me: You have 
it,” Daniel said. “Like telling you 
that you have a pimple on your nose 
or something.”

All around him, friends were 
dying from the disease. “I didn’t 
freak out, because that’s just my per-
sonality,” he recalled. “I know a lot 
of people who have been diagnosed, 
and they want to take their lives or 
whatever.”

Today, he’s unemployed and liv-
ing on a fixed income. He lost his left 
eye years ago to an infection linked 
to HIV; he now has a prosthetic eye.

“I’m single, disabled, and low-in-
come,” reflected Daniel, who didn’t 
want his last name printed due to 
privacy concerns. Originally from El 
Salvador, his family came to the U.S. 
when he was 10 and Daniel has per-
manent resident status. But despite 
the disadvantages he faces, Daniel 
still isn’t freaking out. His medical 
needs are met.

He got on MediCal after having 
to drop Kaiser. “And then I ended 
up at SF General,” he said, “with 
some of the most professional staff, 
doctors rated worldwide. It has some 
of the most professional health care 
providers for HIV, all in one place.”

Daniel is one satisfied San 
Francisco General Hospital patient, 
and he might as well be a poster 
child for how public health is sup-
posed to work in big cities. Rather 
than being deprived of primary care 
and then showing up at the emergen-
cy room with preventable complica-
tions stemming from his disease, he’s 
keeping everything in check with 
regular doctor’s visits — and he can 
access this high level of care even 
though he’s on a very tight budget.

There’s a concerted effort 
underway in the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health to 
give more patients precisely the 
kind of experience Daniel has had, 
while also expanding its role as the 
region’s go-to trauma center.

But a difficult and uncertain 
road lies ahead of that destination, 
shaped in part by federal health care 

reform. The new course is being 
charted amid looming financial 
uncertainty and with more patients 
expected to enter the system and 
the doors of SF General.

Not every General Hospital 
patient is as lucky as Daniel. For 
scores of others, SF General is the 
last stop after a long, rough ride.

EmErgENcy carE
Craig Gordon and Dan Goepel drive 
an ambulance for the San Francisco 
Fire Department, regularly charging 
through congested city streets with 
sirens blaring as they rush patients 
to SF General and other care facil-
ities. They see it all: Patients who 
are violent and psychotic and need 
to be restrained in the back of the 
ambulance, folks who’ve just suf-
fered burns or gunshot wounds.

Sometimes, in the thick of all 
of this, SF General’s Emergency 
Department is closed to ambulances 
— in public safety lingo, it’s called 
being “on diversion” — so the med-
ics will have to reroute to different 
hospitals.

SF General might go on diversion 

because the Emergency Department is 
too slammed to take on anyone new, 
or because it’s too short-staffed to 
take on new patients without pushing 
nurse-to-patient ratios to unsafe levels.

For serious trauma cases, strokes, 
heart attacks, or traumatic brain inju-
ries, however, the doors are always 
open. Patients with less-serious cases 
are the ones to be turned away when 
the hospital is on diversion.

Patients who wind up en route to 
SF General in Gordon and Goepel’s 
ambulance might be living on the 
margins. “If you’re kind of living on 
the cusp ... you’re not likely going to 
pursue getting a primary care phy-
sician,” Goepel pointed out. “When 
something comes up, then you find 
yourself in the emergency room.”

Or their patients might be getting 
rescued from a spectacularly awful 
situation, like a plane crash. In this 
densely populated, earthquake-prone 
region, there is only one top-level 
trauma center between Highway 
92 and the Golden Gate Bridge: SF 
General. Anyone in the city or north-
ern San Mateo County unfortunate 
enough to experience a life-threaten-

ing incident — a car wreck, shooting, 
nasty fall, boating accident — winds 
up there, regardless of whether 
they’re rich or poor, indigent or 
insured. Ranked as a Level 1 trauma 
center, SF General is equipped to pro-
vide the highest level of care.

“In the summer, when school 
is out, we have a high season of 
gunshot wounds and stab wounds,” 
explained Chief Nursing Officer 
Terri Dentoni, who recently led the 
Guardian on a tour of the Emergency 
Department. “When it’s really nice 
outside, you have a lot of people who 
get into bike accidents, car accidents. 
... Last week, we were just inundated 
with critical care patients.”

Around 100,000 patients flow 
through SF General’s doors each year, 
and more than 3,900 need trauma 
care. On July 6, 2013, when Asiana 
Airlines’ Flight 214 crash-landed at San 
Francisco International Airport, more 
than 60 crash victims were rushed to 
SF General with critical issues ranging 
from organ damage to spinal injuries.

“It was a very big tragedy,” 
Dentoni said. “But it was amazing 
how many people we took care of, 
and how well we took care of them.”

Aside from being the sole trau-
ma center, SF General is also des-
ignated as the county’s safety-net 
hospital, making it the only health 
care option for thousands who are 
uninsured, poor, undocumented, 
homeless, or some combination 
thereof. This makes for complex 

Everyone’s hospital
SF General — a top trauma center, important safety net, and major city 

commitment to public health — moves into an uncertain transition period

news RegulaR oveRcRowding in the san FRancisco geneRal hospital 
emeRgency depaRtment will Be somewhat Relieved By higheR 
capacity at the new Facility (top Right).
interior photo courtesy of sf general; exterior photos by mike koozmin
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cases. Patients might require 
translators, be locked in psy-
chiatric episodes, or need a 
social worker to help them 
get to a medical respite facility after 
being discharged if they’re too weak 
to fend for themselves and don’t 
have anyplace to go. There isn’t 
always a place to send them off to.

“We’re seeing people who are 
dealing with poverty, and often 
homelessness, in addition to men-
tal health issues,” explained Jason 
Negron, a registered nurse in the 
Emergency Department. “You’re see-
ing patients who often have a number 
of things going on. Someone who has 
multiple illnesses — HIV, heart failure, 
Hepatitis C — even under the best of 
circumstances, they would be juggling 
medications. So what happens when 
they’re out on the streets?”

San Francisco ranks high on 
the list of health-conscious cities, a 
haven for organic food aficiona-
dos, yoga addicts, and marathon 
runners. It’s also a world of high 
stakes struggles and mounting 
economic pressures. With the 
city’s skyrocketing cost of living, 

sudden job loss can spell 
disaster for someone without a 
financial cushion. SF General 
is the catchall medical care 
facility for anyone who’s 
slipped through the cracks.

But while rank-and-file 
hospital staff must tackle grueling 
day-to-day problems, like how to 
juggle multiple patients with complex 
health issues when all the beds are 
full and the hospital is understaffed, 
hospital administrators face an alto-
gether different challenge.

For the past several years, the 
city’s Department of Public Health 
has been preparing for the implemen-
tation of the Affordable Care Act, aka 
Obamacare, the federal policy that is 
reshaping the health care landscape. 
Since public hospitals are mandated 
to provide safety-net care, they are 
uniquely impacted by the ACA.

Even with a sweeping new rule 
mandating health insurance for all, 
some segment of the population 
will nevertheless remain uninsured. 

But they’ll still need medical care 
— and when health crises come 
up, they’ll turn to SF General. 
Trouble is, no one knows exact-
ly how much funding will be 

available to meet that need as the 

financial picture shifts.

Funding cuts loom
Even as ACA aims to increase access 
to medical care, it’s also going to trig-
ger major funding cuts at the local 
level. With both state and federal 
funding being slashed, San Francisco’s 
county health system stands to lose 
$131 million in financial support over 
the next five years, a budgetary hit 
totaling around 16 percent.

That’s a significant shortfall that 
will directly impact SF General — 
but the cuts are being made with 
the expectation that these gaps will 
be filled by reimbursements riding 
in on the waves of newly insured 
patients enrolled in ACA. Before fed-
eral health care reform took effect, 
around 84,000 San Franciscans 
lacked health insurance. At the start 
of this year, 56,000 became eligible 
to enroll in a health insurance plan.

SF General serves most of the 
area’s MediCal patients, the subsidized 
plan for people living on less than 
$16,000 a year. And since the county 
gets reimbursed a flat rate for each 
patient, the expansion of MediCal 
under federal health care reform will 
presumably help San Francisco absorb 
the state and federal funding losses.

“There’s a certain set of patients 
who previously were not paid for, 
who now will have MediCal,” 
explained Ken Jacobs, an expert in 
health care policy and professor at 
the UC Berkeley Labor Center.

But there’s a catch. Since MediCal 
and insured patients will be able to 
choose between San Francisco’s pub-
lic system (called the San Francisco 
Health Plan) and a private medical 
provider, SF General also runs the risk 
of losing patients. If too many decide 
to go with Anthem Blue Cross instead, 
the system could veer into the red.

“There’s some question of what 
share of those we’ll keep,” Jacobs 
noted.

Asked about this, hospital CEO 
Sue Currin sounded a note of con-
fidence. “Because our outcomes 
and our quality of care has been so 
high...75 percent of everyone who’s 
enrolled in MediCal managed care 
default to the Department of Public 
Health,” she told us.

But the journey toward ACA has 
only just begun, and things are still 
falling into place. Costs are projected 
to rise if nothing is done to improve 
efficiency, while at the same time, 
the pending state and federal fund-
ing shortfalls could take a toll.

Retaining and attracting insured 
patients is the only way to avoid a 
resource crunch — but patients could 
always walk away if they’re dissatis-
fied. This uncertainty “makes finan-
cial planning and management of risk 
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even more challenging,” according to 
a report issued by the City Controller.

“We don’t know yet today how 
the Affordable Care Act will impact 
the safety net,” acknowledged Erica 
Murray, CEO of the California 
Association of Public Hospitals, 
which represents 21 public safety-net 
institutions throughout the state. 
“How are these health care systems 
evolving to be competitive? How do 
we continue to fulfill our core mis-
sion of being the safety net? That is 
the fundamental challenge. And we 
don’t know today, and we can’t be 
certain, that these public health sys-
tems will have sufficient funding.”

It’s all “very dynamic,” Murray 
said. “We don’t have sufficient data 
to be able to draw any definitive 
conclusions. It’s just too short of a 
time to be able to make any predic-
tions. It will take several years.”

For all the newly insured 
patients under ACA, a certain seg-
ment will continue to rely on the 
safety net. Undocumented immi-
grants who don’t qualify will be left 
outside the system. Some individuals 
can be expected to outright refuse 
ACA enrollment, or be too incapac-
itated to do so. Others will opt out 
of Covered California, the ACA plan 

for people who make more than 
about $29,000 a year, because their 
budgets won’t stretch far enough 
to afford monthly payments even 
though they technically qualify. 
They’ll need safety-net care, too.

Yet under the new regime, “We 
can’t, as a safety net, go forward only 
with uninsured patients — because 

there won’t be funding to sustain 
the whole organization,” explained 
hospital spokesperson Rachael 
Kagan. “We will still have uninsured 
patients, always. But it won’t be suf-
ficient to serve only them.”

Mike Wylie, a project manager 
in the Controller’s Office, worked on 

the city’s Health Reform Readiness 
project, an in-depth assessment per-
formed in tandem with DPH and 
consultants. “The million dollar ques-
tion is: Are we going to be on target 
with the projections?” Wylie asked.

Instead of standing still, San 
Francisco’s health system must 
transform itself, the Health Reform 
Readiness study determined. Ask 
anyone who works in health care 
management in the city, and they’ll 
tell you that DPH has been working 
on just that. The idea is to focus on 
network-wide, integrated care that 
runs more efficiently.

“We need to switch from being 
the provider of last resort, to the 
provider of choice,” Wylie noted, 
voicing an oft-repeated mantra.

This could mean fielding more 
patient calls with nursing hotlines, 
or using integrated databases to 
improve communication. There’s also 
emphasis on increasing the number 
of patients seen by a care provider 
in a given day. The report urged the 
department to ramp up its produc-
tivity level from 1.5 patient visits per 
hour, where it currently stands, to 
2.25 patient visits per hour. Currin 
noted that the hospital has also been 
looking into group patient visits.

“Part of getting ready for health 
care reform was creating more medi-
cal home capacity,” Currin said, refer-
ring to a system where multiple forms 
of care are integrated into a single 
visit, “so we knew we needed to have 
better access to primary care.”

If no changes are made, the 
Health Reform Readiness study 
found, the city’s General Fund contri-
bution to DPH is projected to rise sub-
stantially — to $831 million by 2019, 
up from $554 million in 2014-15.

“We’re a little concerned about 
this rising General Fund support,” 
Wylie noted. And even though staff-
ing represents a major expenditure, 
“They didn’t assume cuts in staff,” 
while performing the assessment, he 
said. “What they’re trying to get is 
more outputs, more efficiency. The 
managers went over this and said: in 
order for us to survive, we’ve got to 
get more out of our system. We may 
have to cut money — we may have to 
cut later, if city leaders don’t commit 

to this rising General Fund. We’ve 
got to do all these best practices.”

Throughout crafting this road 
map, he added, “There were some 
uncomfortable meetings and uncom-
fortable moments. But I think [DPH 
Director] Barbara Garcia got every-
one to agree to these strategies.”

Talk to rank-and-file hospital 
staff, however, and some will tell 
you that getting more out of the sys-
tem is a tall order — especially when 
the system already feels like it’s bust-
ing at the seams.

Space crunch, StreSSed Staff
“We hit capacity every single 
day,” said Negron, the RN in the 
Emergency Department. Patients 
are regularly placed on beds in the 
hallways, he said. Wait times for 
the Emergency Department can last 
four to six hours, or even longer. 
The hospital is working on limiting 
those waits, not just because it’s bet-
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 >>
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ter in practice, but because timely 
patient care is mandated under ACA.

“Now, we have 26 or 27 licensed 
beds in our Emergency Department,” 
Negron said. But in reality, on a reg-
ular basis, “We function with 45 to 
50 patients.”

Jennifer Esteen, who works in the 
Psychiatric Emergency Services unit, 
described her work environment as 
“a traffic jam with all lanes blocked. 
This is totally business as usual.”

The workload is on the rise, she 
added. “The psych emergency room 
used to see 500 patients a month,” 
she said. “Now we see 600 patients a 
month, sometimes more. People are 
moving faster and faster through 
the system.”

Her unit is the receiving facili-
ty for anyone who is placed on an 
involuntary psychiatric hold, known 
as a 5150, for individuals who are 
a danger to themselves or others or 
gravely disabled.

“It doesn’t matter who they are,” 
she said. “We get homeless and desti-
tute. We get CEOs. And we have had 
CEOs — it’s an experience for every-
one involved.” Some patients have 

been involved in criminal activity. 
“I’ve had high profile people in my 
unit; people who have done things 
that, if I tell you what they did, you 
would easily be able to Google them.”

Patients who come to her wing 
need to be evaluated, because some-
one has determined that they are 
dangerous. It could be that they 
are “eating rotten food, or running 
naked in the street, or suicidal, 
or want to jump off Golden Gate 
Bridge, or their family thinks they’re 
out of control.” Sometimes, patients 
have to be let go once they’re 
no longer deemed to 
be a threat, but they 
still aren’t alto-
gether recovered, 
she said.

In the 
psychiatric 
inpatient unit, 
meanwhile, 
the total num-
ber of beds has 
declined from 87 
to 44 in the past 
five years — leading 
some staff members to 
voice concerns.

“There is more to do, and there’s 
less time to do it,” said a staff mem-

ber who did not want to be named. 
This person said one psych unit was 
essentially shut down and another 
left open — “but then ... a patient 
climbed up into the ceiling, broke 
some pipes, and flooded the room” 
in the open unit, so everything was 
shifted back to the closed unit.

In part, the daily patient crunch 
is due to a vacancy rate in the hospital 
nursing staff that hovers around 18 
percent — but steps are being taken to 
address this problem, caused in part 
by the city’s Byzantine hiring process.

“The nurses are concerned 
about how, on a day-to-

day basis, they don’t 
feel they have 

the support and 
resources they 
need,” said 
Nato Green, 
who represent-
ed the nurses’ 
union, SEIU 

Local 1021, in 
recent contract 

negotiations. “Staff 
was expected to do 

more with less. SF General 
chronically operates at a higher 

capacity than what it is budgeted for.”
Currin, the hospital CEO — who 

started out as a nurse herself — 
rejected this assertion, saying it is not 
the norm for the hospital to operate 
over budget. She added that she 
would like to reduce the nursing staff 
vacancy rate to just 5 percent.

“We have had a fairly significant 
vacancy rate,” she acknowledged. “But 
just like any other hospital in the city 
and the country, you have counter-
measures that you put in place to 
address staffing shortages. And so we 
use nurse travelers. We use as-needed 
staff, who work here part-time. We’ve 
been able to fill those gaps with these 
other staffing measures. We do want 
to have a more permanent workforce. 
We’re working with the city and 
[DPH] to bring in new hires.”

Roland Pickens, director of 
the San Francisco Health Network 
(the patient-care division of the 
Department of Public Health), said 

he was working with the city’s 
Human Resources Department to 
further streamline operations and 
get a jump on filling vacancies.

“[Chief Financial Officer] 
Greg Wagner is working with City 
Controller’s office and the Mayor’s 
Office, so everyone is addressing the 
issue of having a more expedited 
hiring process,” he said.

Negron, the RN, seemed to think 
it couldn’t happen soon enough. 
“For us, at the end of the day, who 
do we actually have that’s on the 
schedule, that’s on the floor?” he 
said. Being fully staffed is important, 
he added, “so we don’t have any 
more shortages. So we don’t close 
beds, or go on divert unnecessarily.”

Staff members, who deal hands-
on with a vulnerable patient popula-
tion, lament that there doesn’t seem 
to be enough resources flowing into 
the system to care for people who are 
at the mercy of the public safety net. 
After all, San Francisco is a city of 
incredible wealth — shouldn’t there 
be adequate funding to care for the 
people who are the most in need?

“Poor people are not profitable,” 
Green said. “Without regulatory 
intervention, poor people would not 
have adequate health care.”

EVERYONE’S HOSPITAL
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Evolving into thE futurE
For all the concerns about staffing 
and the financial uncertainty caused 
by ACA, SF General still has plenty 
to brag about. For one, it’s moving 
into a brand new, nine-story facil-
ity in December 2015, which will 
be equipped with a seventh-floor 
disaster preparedness center and 
nearly twice as much space in the 
Emergency Department.

It will have 283 acute care beds, 
31 more than there are now. Most 
of the patient rooms will be private, 
and the new hospital will be seismi-
cally sound — a critical upgrade in a 
city prone to earthquakes. The hos-
pital construction was funded with 
an $887.4 million bond approved by 
voters in 2008.

“In a new care environment, 
it will be more comfortable for 
the patients and the staff,” Currin 
said. “It’s just a much better envi-
ronment. We’re hoping with the 
expansion ... the wait times [in the 
Emergency Department], instead of 
taking four to six hours, we’re hop-
ing to decrease that by 50 percent,” 
she said. “There will be more nurses, 
physicians, housekeepers.”

Pickens, the Health Network 
director, said he felt that “the stars 

had aligned” to have the hospital 
rebuild nearing completion just as 
ACA gets into full swing, since the 
new facility can help attract the 
patients needed to make sure the 
health system is fully funded.

The hospital has also launched 
an initiative to reduce patient mor-
tality linked to a deadly infection. 
“Sepsis is a reaction the body has to 
a severe infection,” explained Joe 
Clement, a medical surgical unit 
clinical nurse specialist. “It causes 
organ dysfunction, and in some 

cases death. It’s very common, it’s 
growing, there’s more and more of 
it every year, and about a third of 
hospital deaths have been associated 
with sepsis in some way.”

In 2011, SF General began 
implementing new practices — and 
successfully reduced the hospital 
mortality rate from 20 percent in 
2010 to 8.8 percent in 2014.

SF General was also recently 
lauded in The New York Times for 
being a top performer in quality 
and safety scores for childbirth. In 

San Francisco, low-income women 
who may be uninsured and deal-
ing with harsh life circumstances 
can nevertheless get full access to 
multilingual doctors, midwives, 
lactation consultants, and doulas. 
The World Health Organization 
has even designated it as “Baby 
Friendly,” because of practices that 
support breastfeeding.

As things move ahead, manage-
ment is projecting a sense of confi-
dence that SF General’s high-quality 
care will allow the hospital to attract 
patients and maintain a healthy 
system that can continue to support 
the insured and uninsured alike.

“Value, we usually define as 
improving health outcomes, and 
optimizing the resources we have, 
for as many people as we can,” said 
William Huen, associate chief med-
ical officer.

Speaking about the sepsis ini-
tiative, he said, “This is kind of our 
model program of, how do you 
focus on one area where you know 

you can improve health outcomes, 
with integration throughout the sys-
tem, education at every level ... and 
then having the data and perfecting 
the care. That can be applied to any-
thing. So as a system, I think we’ve 
developed infrastructure to support 
that type of work.”

But for the staff members who 
are actively involved in the union, 
it continues to be a waiting game to 
see if the promises of new staffing 
levels are realized. Until then, many 
have said that the low staffing levels 
are a threat to patient safety. “They 
are waiting to see if DPH lives up to 
its commitment to hire the people 
they said they were going to hire, 
and staff it at the level they were 
going to staff at,” Greene said.

It all comes down to providing 
care for people who really have 
nowhere else to turn, Negron told 
us in the Emergency Department. 
“I’m sure we see the highest portion 
of uninsured patients in the city,” 
he said. “We’re doing that in many 
different languages, with people 
from all over the world. I feel like it’s 
a real honor to be able to work there 
in that context. I feel honored to 
meet a need — that’s not always able 
to be met.” 2

news health care Patients often wait four to six hours in the emergency DePartment, anD then get stuck on beDs in the halls when it’s busy. 
photo courtesy sf general
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NEWS For most people, the Bay 
Area Rapid Transit system’s stations 
are just that: transitory. Walk into 
Powell Station, zip down the esca-
lator and glide out on a train, desti-
nation somewhere. But for homeless 
people drawn to BART stations, the 
agency is a place to be stationary, a 
home and safe haven from the ele-
ments, muggings, and other hazards 
of sleeping on streets.

But now, BART intends to 
reclaim the T in its name. It wants 
the homeless to be transitory and 
get out of the stations.

Last week, the agency 
announced new enforcement of 
existing safety regulations that 
ensure people can evacuate a BART 
station in an emergency. BART 
argues homeless people sleeping or 
sitting in BART station hallways are 
in the way of a swift evacuation.

This legal interpretation gave 
BART carte blanche to scoop the 
homeless up and out. On the first 
day of the new rules, 17 homeless 
people were removed from Powell 
Station, which the agency justified 
to news media by repeatedly show-
ing a video of a smokey accident 
that sent passengers fleeing.

“We had places where a big 
puff of smoke would fill the station 
very quickly,” Jeffrey Jennings, 
BART Police’s deputy chief, told the 
Guardian. “People were running 
not knowing what happened, very 
fearful. Other people were lying 
down, tripping folks. We could 
have had significant injuries occur 
because of that.”

First time offenders get a verbal 

warning, the second offense garners 
a citation, and the third offense jail 
time, all in the name of safety.

But the idea that homeless sleep-
ers in all parts of a BART station 
may be trampled seems a little silly. 
Sure, there are sections of BART 
that are narrow and should be kept 
clear, but a walk through Powell 
Station shows 20-foot wide hallways 
throughout. This is where the home-
less often sleep and sit.

At 8pm on a Wednesday, Powell 
Station is quiet and mostly empty, 
except for Charles T. He’s sitting in 
a chair right by the Powell Street 
entrance, strumming a guitar (skill-
fully), singing Otis Redding’s “Dock 
of the Bay.”

His voice is a dead ringer for 
Redding’s: “Sitting on the dock of 
the Bay, wasting my good time... I 
have nothing to live for, looks like 
nothing’s going to come my way. 
So I’m just going to sit on the dock 
of the Bay.”

Some still sat in Powell Station 
that night, flouting the new ban. A 
woman in baggy clothes sat by the 
Fourth and Market streets stairwell, 
cuddling her very big, very droopy-
faced Rottweiler. A bald man in 
soiled gray pants sat along the hall-
way to the next exit. Slightly past 
him lay a man with long black hair 
snoring next to the wall. And at the 
end of that hallway, two men stayed 
in each other’s orbit: a slender one 
in a red jacket and blue jeans slept 
with his dirt-caked hands folded 
over his stomach, while a portly 
man sat nearby on cardboard boxes, 
tapping his fingers to a silent tune.

The last man we saw sat with his 
feet pulled under his knees by the 
entrance to the Westfield Centre, stu-

diously reading his Bible as he under-
lined passages from Revelations. The 
would-be scholar, Henry Terry, 59, 
greeted us with a smile.

Terry was born in Los Angeles, 
a child of Watts who was a kid 
during the violent 1965 riots when 
34 people died, over 1,000 people 
were injured, and the neighborhood 
burned. Terry’s mother sent him to 
Alabama with his father.

Terry fondly recalls growing corn, 
peas, watermelon, okra, squash, and 
sugar cane. That’s food he doesn’t 
have ready access to nowadays.

After bouts with the bottle and 
drugs, Terry cleaned himself up 
and got a place to live at the Hotel 
Essex, part of the city’s Community 
Housing Partnership. But alcohol 
lured Terry back. While in rehab, he 
missed an important court date, and 
he was evicted.

Now he spends his nights hold-
ing his Bible sitting in a BART sta-
tion, seeking guidance and shelter. 
“The only thing getting me back 
to functioning is reading God’s 
word,” he said.

Terry’s already been ousted due 
to BART’s new rules. But on this 
day, some of the officers were more 
lenient. “[The officer] told me to 
cross my legs the entire time I’m 
here,” he said, “so people walking 
don’t trip over you.”

They also asked him to leave 
the commuters be. “I don’t ask for 
food or money,” Terry said. He just 
wants shelter until he can appeal 
his eviction.

Counterintuitively, BART Police 
officers who already threw Terry out 
once are the reason he stays there. 
He said the streets are dangerous, 
and muggings by other homeless 

Homeless in transit
A night at Powell Station shows how BART rousts the homeless  

in enforcing its new ban on sitting and lying

a Bart Police oFFicer wakes a Person sleePing in Powell station 
and asks him to leave. GUARDIAN PHOTOS BY JOE FITZGERALD RODRIGUEZnews sit-lie
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NEWS For most people, the Bay 
Area Rapid Transit system’s stations 
are just that: transitory. Walk into 
Powell Station, zip down the esca-
lator and glide out on a train, desti-
nation somewhere. But for homeless 
people drawn to BART stations, the 
agency is a place to be stationary, a 
home and safe haven from the ele-
ments, muggings, and other hazards 
of sleeping on streets.

But now, BART intends to 
reclaim the T in its name. It wants 
the homeless to be transitory and 
get out of the stations.

Last week, the agency 
announced new enforcement of 
existing safety regulations that 
ensure people can evacuate a BART 
station in an emergency. BART 
argues homeless people sleeping or 
sitting in BART station hallways are 
in the way of a swift evacuation.

This legal interpretation gave 
BART carte blanche to scoop the 
homeless up and out. On the first 
day of the new rules, 17 homeless 
people were removed from Powell 
Station, which the agency justified 
to news media by repeatedly show-
ing a video of a smokey accident 
that sent passengers fleeing.

“We had places where a big 
puff of smoke would fill the station 
very quickly,” Jeffrey Jennings, 
BART Police’s deputy chief, told the 
Guardian. “People were running 
not knowing what happened, very 
fearful. Other people were lying 
down, tripping folks. We could 
have had significant injuries occur 
because of that.”

First time offenders get a verbal 

warning, the second offense garners 
a citation, and the third offense jail 
time, all in the name of safety.

But the idea that homeless sleep-
ers in all parts of a BART station 
may be trampled seems a little silly. 
Sure, there are sections of BART 
that are narrow and should be kept 
clear, but a walk through Powell 
Station shows 20-foot wide hallways 
throughout. This is where the home-
less often sleep and sit.

At 8pm on a Wednesday, Powell 
Station is quiet and mostly empty, 
except for Charles T. He’s sitting in 
a chair right by the Powell Street 
entrance, strumming a guitar (skill-
fully), singing Otis Redding’s “Dock 
of the Bay.”

His voice is a dead ringer for 
Redding’s: “Sitting on the dock of 
the Bay, wasting my good time... I 
have nothing to live for, looks like 
nothing’s going to come my way. 
So I’m just going to sit on the dock 
of the Bay.”

Some still sat in Powell Station 
that night, flouting the new ban. A 
woman in baggy clothes sat by the 
Fourth and Market streets stairwell, 
cuddling her very big, very droopy-
faced Rottweiler. A bald man in 
soiled gray pants sat along the hall-
way to the next exit. Slightly past 
him lay a man with long black hair 
snoring next to the wall. And at the 
end of that hallway, two men stayed 
in each other’s orbit: a slender one 
in a red jacket and blue jeans slept 
with his dirt-caked hands folded 
over his stomach, while a portly 
man sat nearby on cardboard boxes, 
tapping his fingers to a silent tune.

The last man we saw sat with his 
feet pulled under his knees by the 
entrance to the Westfield Centre, stu-

diously reading his Bible as he under-
lined passages from Revelations. The 
would-be scholar, Henry Terry, 59, 
greeted us with a smile.

Terry was born in Los Angeles, 
a child of Watts who was a kid 
during the violent 1965 riots when 
34 people died, over 1,000 people 
were injured, and the neighborhood 
burned. Terry’s mother sent him to 
Alabama with his father.

Terry fondly recalls growing corn, 
peas, watermelon, okra, squash, and 
sugar cane. That’s food he doesn’t 
have ready access to nowadays.

After bouts with the bottle and 
drugs, Terry cleaned himself up 
and got a place to live at the Hotel 
Essex, part of the city’s Community 
Housing Partnership. But alcohol 
lured Terry back. While in rehab, he 
missed an important court date, and 
he was evicted.

Now he spends his nights hold-
ing his Bible sitting in a BART sta-
tion, seeking guidance and shelter. 
“The only thing getting me back 
to functioning is reading God’s 
word,” he said.

Terry’s already been ousted due 
to BART’s new rules. But on this 
day, some of the officers were more 
lenient. “[The officer] told me to 
cross my legs the entire time I’m 
here,” he said, “so people walking 
don’t trip over you.”

They also asked him to leave 
the commuters be. “I don’t ask for 
food or money,” Terry said. He just 
wants shelter until he can appeal 
his eviction.

Counterintuitively, BART Police 
officers who already threw Terry out 
once are the reason he stays there. 
He said the streets are dangerous, 
and muggings by other homeless 
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people are common. The gates to 
the station go down at 12:30am, 
and Terry sleeps next to them 
because he knows the BART police 
will keep the muggers away.

BART argues the new rule is 
about safety of the passengers. 
California Building Code 433.3.2.2 
states, “There shall be sufficient 
means of exit to evacuate the station 
occupant load from the station plat-
forms in four minutes or less.”

Though Terry was glad the 
officers left him alone to sit, the 
Guardian saw BART police apply 
the law to other homeless people: 
usually the ones mumbling to them-
selves, or, frankly, the dirtiest ones.

The two men in each other’s 
orbit were ousted. One tall and 
broad-shouldered officer woke the 
man sleeping in the red jacket.

“Excuse me sir, excuse me. Do 
you know about the new rules at 
BART?” he asked. After explaining 
the ban, he said “This is the first 
time, so I’ll give you a warning, 
the second time I will cite you. The 
third time, you go to jail.”

The officer recommended ser-
vices they could call, together. He 
spoke kindly, even sweetly, but the 
result was the same as if he had 
been cruel: The man in the red jack-
et picked up his cardboard and went 
out into the streets.

We told Deputy Chief Jennings 
about the apparent selective 
enforcement, questioning the law 
had anything to do with safety. 
From our four hours of observation 
at Powell Station, it seemed to be 
applied only to the dirtiest or row-
diest people, or the ones specifically 
sleeping, we told him.

“Our policy is someone needs to 
be conscious, awake, and aware of 
their surroundings,” Jennings told 
us. “There’s no selective enforce-
ment. We only have so many offi-
cers, so officers will be drawn more 
to someone who is not being quiet, 
or having a problem.”

He also told us they had never 
enforced the building code before 
because no one had ever thought to, 

until the idea occurred to a newly 
promoted sergeant.

To its credit, BART is making 
inroads to help the homeless. First, 
transit officials went to Bevan 
Dufty, the director of the Mayor’s 
Office on Homelessness.

“I was honest and said we don’t 
have on demand resources and 
our shelters are full,” Dufty told 
us. The Homeless Outreach Team 
is stretched to the limit. Dufty 
suggested BART hire its own help, 
which it did.

Its first full time Crisis 
Intervention Training Coordinator, 
Armando Sandoval, helps pair the 
homeless at BART stations with hous-
ing and other services. He targets his 
efforts on what BART calls its 40/40 
list, which tracks the 40 homeless 
people that generate the most service 
calls to BART police. A BART press 
release said it placed 22 people with 
services within the last year.

“[Sandoval] hunts them down 
to see if he can work his magic with 
these folks,” Jennings said.

Supervisor Jane Kim is work-
ing with Dufty’s office to revamp 
BART’s new policy. “They clearly 
stretched safety concerns,” Kim told 
us. “It’s one thing to offer services, 
but another to foce people out.”

BART’s Quality of Life service 
calls doubled from 2013 to 2014, 
according to a BART quarterly report, 
generated by complaints like public 
urination and disturbing the peace.

A BART police officer, who did 
not want to be named, told us he 
thinks BART has a hard choice: to 
let riders feel harassed and unsafe, 
or to oust people clearly in need 
of compassion. He said he saw the 
homeless population in the station 
swell with “the weather and the 
economy.”

“We have to do what we have 
to do,” he told us. But on the other 
hand, he said, “It’s not against the 
law to stink.”

He’s half right. Though being 
homeless and dirty may not be ille-
gal, it may get you thrown out of a 
BART station. 2
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Turf war  
goes To voTers
A city project that would install 
artificial turf and stadium lighting 
at the Beach Chalet soccer fields at 
the west end of Golden Gate Park 
has survived numerous challenges 
over the last four years, including 
appeals to the California Coastal 
Commission and the courts. But this 
November, San Francisco voters will 
have the final say.

A citizens’ initiative that would 
block the project last week qualified 
for the ballot after turning in more 
than 16,000 signatures, collected 
by the Coalition to Save Golden 
Gate Park. Yet city officials and sup-
porters of the project — including 
the City Fields Foundation, which 
has been installing artificial turf 
on playing fields around the city 
in recent years — aren’t taking any 
chances, creating a rival measure 
sponsored by six members of the 
Board of Supervisors.

Not only would the supervisors’ 
measure invalidate the citizens’ 
initiative if it gets more votes, but 
it would make it more difficult to 
challenge future trail, playground, 
and playing field projects that would 
increase the number of users by 50 
percent or more.

“We think it’s a terrible measure 
that disenfranchises voters all over 
the city,” Jean Barish, a spokesperson 
for the Coalition to Protect Golden 
Gate Park, told the Guardian. “It 
would give the Recreation and Park 
Department a lot more authority 
than they have now.”

Patrick Hannan, a spokesper-
son for the City Fields Foundation, 
worked with supervisors on the rival 
measure. He denies that it would 
limit citizens’ rights to challenge 

future projects.
“The legislation in no way cur-

tails any kind of appeals process,” 
Hannan said. “It says you can’t pass 
a law to stop projects from going for-
ward after they’ve been approved.”

But Hannan couldn’t cite any 
examples of approved projects 
being later stopped by legislation, 
and the vaguely worded measure 
doesn’t make clear whether it would 
preclude citizens from challenging 
approved projects by initiative or 
referendum.

Mike Murphy, the official propo-
nent behind the initiative that seeks 
to stop the Beach Chalet project, said 
the intent of the supervisors’ mea-
sure seems to be to limit the public’s 
right to challenge artificial turf proj-
ects, which the city measure explicit-
ly said city bodies “shall approve” if 
they increase playing time and have 
an approved environmental impact 
report. (Steven T. Jones)

TwiTTer  
isn’T diverse
Surprise, shock, flabbergasting awe 
— these are all completely invalid 
responses to Twitter’s revelation of its 
diversity figures, which the disruptive 
San Francisco tech company released 
July 23 (in a tweet, of course).

Twitter divided its diversity 
statistics into three categories: tech, 
non-tech, and leadership. Guess 
which area had the most white 
folks? If you guessed tech, you get a 
(vanilla) cookie.

Twitter’s tech employees are 90 
percent male. Its ethnic figures are 
more diverse: tech employees are 
58 percent white and 34 percent 
Asian. Just 1 percent of Twitter’s 
tech-oriented employees are African 

American, and 3 percent are Latino. 
(Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez)

LandLords sue 
over TenanT 
paymenTs
San Francisco landlord attorneys 
filed a lawsuit last week against 
San Francisco and five tenants in 
an effort to overturn Sup. David 
Campos’ new law requiring higher 
relocation assistance payments to 
tenants evicted under the Ellis Act. 
But the main plaintiff in the case 
may not be the helpless victim the 
suit purports him to be.

Under the recently implemented 
measure, landlords must now pay 
the difference between their ten-
ants’ current rent and the cost of 
“comparable” units for two years, as 
determined by the City Controller’s 
Office. Though many property 
owners haven’t been deterred by 
the measure, as evidenced by the 
Ellis Act evictions that continue to 
sweep the city, a group of landlords 
and their attorneys filed a lawsuit 
(Jerrold Jacoby et al. v. City and 
County of San Francisco, et al.) 
claiming the new law is unjust.

“The city has tried to change 
the rules on them,” said attorney 
Andrew Zacks, who represents the 
plaintiffs. “We don’t think that is 
allowed under the law.”

Jacoby, the lawsuit’s main 
plaintiff, is an 80-year-old property 
owner who, according to tenant 
attorney Joseph Tobener, is a “slum-
lord” who has mistreated his tenants 
and failed to adequately maintain 
his valuable rental property.

“He is in the business of 
landlording. That is all he does,” 
Tobener, who represents three of the 
five tenants being sued in the law-
suit, told the Guardian. “The lawsuit 
against the City only used Jacoby as 
plaintiff because he is a senior...They 
think this guy Jacoby, a slumlord, is 
a perfect plaintiff, but they misrep-
resent this story in their complaint.”

One of Tobener’s clients, Judith 
Barrett, is a 62-year-old single mother 
who teaches English at Galileo High 
School in San Francisco. She has 
lived in her current unit for 25 years, 
and she lives paycheck-to-paycheck.

Barrett, whom Jacoby recently 
evicted using the Ellis Act, has been 
involved in protracted legal pro-
ceedings with her landlord in the 
past. Tobener said Jacoby and unit 
co-owner Jeanmarie Hryshko (Jacoby’s 
ex-wife) have collected more than 
$22,500 in illegal rent since October 

2009, according to a ruling by the San 
Francisco Rent Board.

Using a clause in the San 
Francisco Rent Board’s regulations, 
Jacoby claimed “financial hard-
ship” when sued by Barrett over the 
illegal rent collection. “He tried to 
file a hardship exemption for the 
$22,500 at the Rent Board and he 
lost,” said Tobener.

Barrett’s eviction, according to 
Tobener, was prompted by a lawsuit 
filed by tenants that claimed the 
landlords wouldn’t make “even the 
most basic repairs to the subject 
unit.” The lawsuit, which is still 
pending, claims that Jacoby and 
Hryshko have saved hundreds of 
thousands of dollars over the years, 
though they have equity of $1.8 
million on the two-unit property.

“That’s flat out untrue. There is 
a chronology that completely under-
cuts Mr. Tobener’s statement,” Zacks 
said, noting that aggressive moves 
by the tenants — specifically “legal 
threats” from Tobener — ultimately 
resulted in the Ellis evictions. “This 
is exactly why we have the Ellis Act 
and why it’s an important right for 
property owners. The notion that 
[Jacoby] should have to pay $100,000 
to stop being a landlord is not only 
unfair, it’s illegal by state law.”

The “aggressive moves” in ques-
tion are chronicled in Tobener’s 
letter to David Wasserman, an attor-
ney involved in the case. Tobener 
believes Jacoby and Hryshko have 
no intention of living together, and 
that they instead hope to get rid of 
their debt by evicting their rent-con-
trolled tenants. (Jasper Scherer)

more money  
for muni?
Beating up on Muni and the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency is a perennial pastime for 
many San Franciscans, who will be 
given the opportunity to put their 
money where their mouths are this 
November. Will they be willing to 
give Muni the money it needs to serve 
its growing ridership, even at the cost 
of other city programs and priorities?

The Board of Supervisors July 22 
voted narrowly to place Sup. Scott 
Wiener’s Muni funding measure 
on the fall ballot. It would increase 
General Fund contributions to 
the SFMTA as the city population 
increases, retroactive to 2003 when 
the current rate was set, giving 
the agency an immediate $20-25 
million boost to serve the roughly 
85,000 new residents the city has 
added since then.

“For too long City Hall has been 
slow to prioritize transit funding,” 
Wiener said in a press release. “We 
are a growing city, and we need to 
take firm steps to ensure that our 
transportation system keeps up with 
that growth. Improving transit reli-
ability and capacity and making our 
streets safer are key to that goal.”

While everyone says they sup-
port Muni — even David Looman, 
the proponent behind the Restore 
Transportation Balance initiative 
that seeks more SFMTA funding for 
cars, which will also appear on that 
ballot — Wiener has been the rare 
strong advocate locally for actually 
giving the agency more money.

Mayor Ed Lee created a $10 mil-
lion hole in the SFMTA budget by 
demanding the repeal of charging 
for parking meters on Sunday this 
year, and then he dropped his 
support for a local increase in the 
vehicle license fee this year, prompt-
ing Wiener to introduce his Muni 
funding measure, which the mayor 
would have the authority to termi-
nate if voters approve a VLF increase 
in 2016. (Steven T. Jones)

WedneSday 30
ScReening: The inTeRneT’S OWn BOy
David Brower Center, Goldman Theater, 2150 
Allston, Berk. 7pm, $10 advance/$12 door/ $5 
students. This film tells the story of program-
ming prodigy and information activist Aaron 
Swartz, whose groundbreaking work in social 
justice and political organizing, combined with 
his aggressive approach to information access, 
ensnared him in a legal nightmare that dragged 
on for two years. It was a battle that ended with 
the taking of his own life, at the age of 26. The 
film was directed, written, and produced by 
Brian Knappenberger. This screening of The 
Internet’s Own Boy is part of the David Brower 
Center’s Reel to Real documentary film series.
ThuRSday 31
San FRanciScO WOmen’S POliTical 
cOmmiTTee: SummeR in The ciTy aWaRdS
Chambers, 601 Eddy, SF. 6-8pm, $15 for mem-
bers, $35 for non-members (includes member-
ship). Join the San Francisco Women’s Political 
Committee in recognizing the 2014 Summer 
in the City Honorees: Assemblymember Tom 
Ammiano (Lifetime Achievement award), Sup. 
London Breed (Inspiration award), and Rebecca 
Solnit (Local Heroine award).
Sunday 3
FundRaiSeR FOR maRTy’S Place
1165 Treat, SF. 2-4pm, donation requested. 
Founded by Richard Purcell and named for his 
brother Marty, who died of AIDS, Marty’s Place is 
an old Victorian house that served as a place for 
indigent people with AIDS to call home for nearly 
20 years. When Purcell died in August 2011, 
he left the place to Dolores Street Community 
Services (DSCS) with the agreement that it would 
not be sold for 10 years and would remain a place 
for indigent people with HIV/AIDS. DSCS is now 
leasing the property to the SF Community Land 
Trust (SFCLT) which, with the help of LGBT com-
munity housing advocates, will set up it up as a 
co-op for low-income people with AIDS. But fund-
ing is needed for renovations so that it can become 
a co-op for 6-9 low-income individuals with HIV. 
Visit Marty’s Place for this fundraiser, hear live 
music by Tommi Avicolli Mecca, Lupe Arreola, and 
Joel Mark, and pledge your support. 2
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Dine-in • Take OuT • Delivery
Open ‘Till 1am Every Day!

WWW.CHaBaaTHaiCuiSineSF.COM

Call for Catering Options and Discounts

Thai Cuisine
Chabaa

SunSeT 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347

Try Our Secret Menu

uniOn Square
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121

Lunch SpeciaL
BratwurSt + Beer of the Day 

$12.00 M-f 12-4pM

42 TAPS & SPECIALIZED BOTTLE 
SELECTION FROM THE BEST 
BREWERIES IN THE WORLD

OPEN EvERyDAy AT 12
KITCHEN OPEN TILL 11PM

34 Mason street, sF
(415) 984-0279

www.mikkellerbar.com

cafe
U N I V E R S A L

2814 19th st./ Bryant  
821-4608

universalcafe.net

Join Us for
Weekday Brunch
Wednesday - Friday
11:30am - 2:15pm

By Marcia GaGliardi
culture@sfbg.com

TABLEHOPPING Fresh seafood, fried 
chicken, authentic bruschetta, and 
Eat Drink SF will all inspire over-
eating this week.

CHOW NOW
The next time you’re in North 
Beach and you — or your guests 
from out of town — are craving 
some classic San Francisco seafood, 
head on over to the new location 
of Ferry Plaza Seafood (653 Union, 
SF. www.ferryplazaseafood.com), 
right off Washington Square. 
While the original location at the 
Ferry Building Marketplace is no 
longer with us, this iteration has 
an actual kitchen, so you’ll find an 
expanded menu with all kinds of 
hot dishes, not just oysters on the 
half shell. Dinner service is kicking 
off first, with plenty of tables in 
this light-filled spot, and there’s a 
long counter where you can sit and 
enjoy a variety of quality wines 
and beers too. In a few weeks, 
you’ll be able to return for happy 
hour specials and lunch. For now, 
hours are Mon–Thu 5:30pm–10pm 
and Fri–Sat 5:30pm–11pm.

This coming weekend (Fri/1 
through Sun/3) is Eat Drink SF 
(www.eatdrink-sf.com), with a 
variety of tasting events, demos, 
workshops, dinners, and more. A 
bunch of the city’s better chefs will 
be there, along with fab bartenders, 

too. The Grand Tasting Pavilion 
at Fort Mason will feature busy 
tastings throughout the weekend, 
and yours truly is moderating a 
demo with Fabio Viviani, Sat/2 at 
10:30am. Fabio will be preparing 
orecchiette pasta with pesto, so 
why don’t you join us for some 
sassy Italian banter? Tickets start 
at $30 for single events, but lots of 
packages for events and pavilion 
tastings are available. And here’s 
a special offer for all tablehop-
per friends (that would be you, 
darling): receive 15 percent off 
all Lexus Grand Tasting events with 
the code TABLEHOPPER. Sweet!

BALLIN’ ON A BUDGET
Anyone who loves fried chicken 
is going to want to check out this 
new pop-up on Tuesday evenings 
at The Residence (718 14th St., SF.) 
called Uncle Brother’s Chicken (www.
facebook.com/unclebrotherchick-
en). Wes Rowe, of WesBurger fame, 
and his brother Walker Rowe are 
frying up different regional styles 
of fried chicken — from around 
the world! — each week. Last 
week’s Southern fried chicken with 
pimento mac and cheese and fried 
okra was $12. There are some other 
items too, like chicken on a biscuit 
with pepper jelly and honey butter 
($6). Bwok bwok gobble gobble. 
6pm–10pm.

The charming Biondivino (1415 
Green, SF. www.biondivino.com) 
wine shop in Russian Hill is host-

ing a fun wine bar and bruschet-
ta pop-up for the next month, 
Troëggi a Biondivino, and trust, 
you’ll want to check it out. Owner 
Ceri Smith is hosting Emanuele 
Fromento of Ai Troëggi of Genova, 
a well-known natural wine bar 
that is also famous for its menu of 
bruschette. For the next month, 
Biondivino is going to be offer-
ing 15 classic kinds of Genovese 
bruschette, all on Josey Baker 
bread, with toppings like Taleggio, 
zucchini, and prosciutto cotto, or 
the “spussona,” with Gorgonzola, 
onion, and spicy arugula.

Prices range from $4 to $12, 
which will pair well with a vari-
ety of natural wines that will be 
poured in tandem (two sparkling 
choices, three to five whites, three 
to five reds, plus a rosé), all for 
just $10 a glass. Best of all, come 
by 5pm–7pm to experience Italian 
aperitivo, which means you get a 
complimentary mini bruschetta 
with pesto, tomato, garlic, and 
olive oil with your first glass. If 
you want to hang out some more, 
you can also order cheese and salu-
mi plates, and tiramisù for dessert. 
Hours are Wed–Sun 5pm until 
closing (probably 11pm or so), 
through Aug. 31. Cin cin! 2

Marcia Gagliardi is the founder of the 
weekly tablehopper e-column; subscribe 
for more at www.tablehopper.com. Get 
her app: Tablehopper’s Top Late-Night 
Eats. On Twitter: @tablehopper.

Finger lickin’ good

food + drink
Bruschetta-
Me Mucho: 
Biondivino’s 
new pop-up
Photo by Ceri Smith
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Garden Restaurant

San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 956-7888 
Fax: (415) 956-6988

www.gardenrestaurantsf.com

San Francisco, CA 94108San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 956-7888 Tel: (415) 956-7888 
Fax: (415) 956-6988Fax: (415) 956-6988

www.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.com

Garden Restaurant

www.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.com

FREE DELIVERY 
starts at 4:30PM daily

(Minimum order $45)

Call in advance for daytime delivery.

FREE DELIVERY FREE DELIVERY 

www.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.comwww.gardenrestaurantsf.com

BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 

IN SAN FRANCISCO!

TAQUERIA
CAN-CUN
TAQUERIA

CAN-CUN

Bay Guardian
“Best of the Bay” 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 

2009, 2012, 2013

2013  
BEST BURRITOS

★ ★
★

★
★

★

★

★

2288 Mission St. @ 19th
(415) 252-9560

1003 Market St. @ 6th
(415) 864-6773

Come visit our newest location:
3211 Mission St. @ Valencia

THE 
NEW SPOT

Mexican &
Salvadorian

Cuisine 
632 20TH ST.

MON-TUE 10:30AM-4PM
WED-SAT 

10:30AM-4PM & 5-10PM

(415) 558.0556

ORDER ONLINE: www.goathill.com

Potrero Hill
Dine in • Pick up

300 Connecticut St
415-641-1440

SOMA
Delivery • Pick up

171 Stillman St
415-974-1303

West Portal
Counter Service • Delivery • Pick up

170 West Portal Ave
415-242-GOAT(4628)

San Francisco’s
SOURDOUGH PIZZA

since 1975

By Stuart Schuffman,  
aka Broke aSS Stuart
culture@sfbg.com

THE WEEKNIGHTER It opened a couple 
years ago at this point. Someone 
had said to me, “Hey man you been 
to Southern Pacific Brewing yet?” I 
hadn’t even heard of it, “What the 
fuck is a Southern Pacific Brewing?” 
I asked. A giant, 10,000-square-foot 
brewpub had just opened almost 
directly behind my regular bar, The 
Homestead, and, like, two blocks 
from my apartment — and I hadn’t 
even heard of it. Well maybe it’s 
because it’s not my apartment any-
more, I thought to myself. I’d recent-
ly moved out of the neighborhood 
after breaking up with my long-term 
girlfriend and was sleeping on my 
cousin’s couch... for a few months.

You know, just some SF shit.
It seemed like my life, my neigh-

borhood, and my city were all spiral-
ing, not exactly out of control, but 
past mere comprehension. Besides 
the upheaval of my personal life, San 
Francisco was just beginning to swell 
with some kind of sickness, one that 
it had somehow survived a decade 
before. And my neighborhood, the 
Mission, seemed to be the place on 
San Francisco’s body where the sores 
of the Money Virus were showing 
the most. Restaurants were opening 
on Valencia faster than zippers at the 
(soon-to-be-closed) Lusty Lady, and 
little shops and bookstores that had 
been around for decades were get-
ting tossed out with the trash.

But the thing that worried me 
the most was that I, Broke-Ass Stuart, 
the guy who likes to think he knows 
this city better than anyone, hadn’t 
even heard of Southern Pacific 
Brewing. “Have I lost a step?” I won-
dered. I knew I had to check it out.

All anyone had really said about 
Southern Pacific Brewing (620 Treat 
Ave, SF. www.southernpacificbrew-

ing.com) was that it was HUGE! The 
ceiling is probably 2.5 stories high 
and the old warehouse space holds 
not just the bar-restaurant but also 
the entire brewing operation as well. 
I noticed all this when I walked in 
that first night, despite the fact that 
I was pretty trashed. I’d downed 
some booze at Dear Mom, banged a 
few back at Bender’s, hoovered some 
shots at the Homestead, and then 
sauntered into Southern Pacific. I was 
drowning in heartbreak and — that 
friend’s couch — numbing backache.

“It is huge,” I said to whichever 
of my no-goodnik friends I was 
with that night. We took in the 
environs. There was a sizable crowd, 
lots of good-looking people who 
probably would’ve been terrified to 
go that deep into the Mission a few 
years before. Thrillist or something 
like that had just blown the place 
up that day so all the Chads and 
Madisons from other parts of the 
city were there to explore a “hot 
new neighborhood spot,” I figured.

And then I looked around some 
more and saw plenty of Mission 
locals and natives whom I’d spent my 
twenties running around the neigh-
borhood dive bars with. It was a 
good mix of everything the Mission 
was at the moment, for better and for 
worse. I liked the place immediately.

A bit later I ran into a girl I 
hadn’t seen in awhile and we talked 
about the city and its changes and 
about all the things that happen to 
you while you’re trying to grow up. 
And then it was last call and my 
friends were gone so the girl took 
me home with her. I hadn’t slept in 
a bed in a long time, so for at least 
that night my heartache and my 
backache were put to rest. 2

Stuart Schuffman aka Broke-Ass Stuart 
is a travel writer, poet, and TV host. 
You can find his online shenanigans  
at www.brokeassstuart.com

Sailing through

tapS ahoy: Southern pacific Brewing 
Guardian photo by jessica christianfood + drink



july 30 - august 5, 2014  /  sFBg.com    19 opinion        news        Food + drink        the selector        music        arts + culture        Film        classiFieds        

Wednesday/30
Budos Band

If you ever hear someone say they 
find instrumental music boring, all 
you need to do is point them in the 
direction of the Budos Band, a 10- 

to 13-member (depending on the 
year) Afro-soul group that collec-
tively, with its energetic meander-
ings through jazz and deep-pocket 
funk with just the right smattering 
of British invasion pop-sweetness, 
commands more attention on stage 
than many a lead singer I’ve seen. 
Daptone Records labelmate Sharon 
Jones is having a banner year — and 
with the Budos’ first album since 
2010, Burnt Offering, due out Oct. 
21, we imagine the record company 
is too. Head to the Independent pre-
pared to get sweaty. (Emma Silvers)
8pm, $25

The Independent

628 Divisadero, SF

www.theindependentsf.com

Thursday/31
matthew curry

Matthew Curry may only be 19, but 
the burgeoning blues guitarist has 
already had a career that many musi-
cians spend their entire lives trying 
to accumulate. The Normal, Ill., 
native recently came off a summer 
tour with Bay Area legends the Steve 

Miller Band and has already released 
an acclaimed album made up entire-
ly of originals. His music isn’t just 
Stevie Ray Vaughan rehashing either 
— his first disk, Electric Religion, 
is made up of tracks that explore 
dynamics, confessional lyricism, 

and modern production. “Bad Bad 
Day,” an almost seven-minute jam 
with prolonged solos by all members 
of the band, is exhilarating: When 
Curry comes in on vocals four min-
utes in, he sounds like a gruff and 
aged Southern bluesman of the ’50s; 
he’s that throwback and that mature. 
Along with his band, The Fury 
(which is made up of equally talent-
ed players who are, on average, about 
twice Curry’s age), the group is in 
the midst of a cross-country odys-
sey that sees them opening for the 
Doobie Brothers and Peter Frampton. 
Yoshi’s will provide a break from 
larger venues and a chance to see 
Curry’s intricate guitar work up 
close. (David Kurlander)
8pm, $12-14

Yoshi’s

1330 Fillmore, SF

(415) 655-5600

www.yoshis.com

pretty in ink
Featuring highlights from the 
personal archives of comics his-
torian Trina Robbins, Pretty In Ink 
(Fantagraphic Books) looks at the 
work of some of the top women 
cartoonists from the early 20th cen-
tury, including Ethel Hays, Edwina 
Dumm, Nell Brinkley, and Ramona 
Fradon. An exhibit of the same 
name is on display at the Cartoon 
Art Museum, with original artwork, 
photographs, and other rare items 
featuring characters such as Miss 
Fury and Flapper Fanny — don’t miss 
your chance to head down tonight 
for a reception and party celebrating 
both, where Robbins will be on hand 
to autograph the ’toon-filled tome. 
(Sean McCourt)
6-8pm, free

Cartoon Art Museum

655 Mission, SF

(415) CAR-TOON

www.cartoonart.org

Friday/1
omar souleyman

Though Syrian singer Omar 
Souleyman’s been performing for 
two decades and allegedly has over 
500 releases to his name, you may 
not have heard of him until recently. 
Formerly a regular performer at wed-
dings in Syria, Souleyman performs 
dabke music, meant to accompany 
the traditional line dance of the same 
name. Wild videos of these dances 
and performances found their way 
onto YouTube and attracted the 

attention of Seattle label Sublime 
Frequencies, which released sev-
eral compilations of his work and 
brought him to the attention of 
the world’s music cognoscenti. A 
Four Tet-produced album and a few 
inexplicable Bjork remixes later, 
he’s become something of an 
underground star, performing 
for audiences across the world 
— including in San Francisco, 
where he’s set to most likely 
fill The Independent tonight. 
(Daniel Bromfield)
9pm, $20

The Independent

628 Divisadero, SF

(415) 771-1421

www.theindependentsf.com

Xiu Xiu
Twelve albums and 15 years in, Xiu 
Xiu remains one of the most fear-
less and uncompromising bands in 
the American rock underground. 
Bandleader and songwriter Jamie 
Stewart speaks to the part of the 
brain that craves the twisted and 
taboo, but doesn’t dare make itself 
known. At best, he’s like that friend 

you can talk 
to about 
just about 
any-
thing; 
at 

worst, he’s like your own fears, 
screaming in your ears and telling 
you everything you’re thinking is 
sick and wrong. Approaching Xiu 
Xiu’s music takes mental prepara-
tion and a certain mindset. But if 
you think you’re ready, put on one 
of its records (I’d recommend Knife 
Play or Fabulous Muscles, but they’re 
all good) and trek out to see the 
band at Bottom of the Hill. (Daniel 

Bromfield)
9:30pm, $14

Bottom of the Hill

1233 17th St, SF

(415) 626-4455

www.bottom 
ofthehill.com

CONTINUES 
ON PAGE 20 >>
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ReAl eStAte
As members try to shrug off the ste-
reotype of a “beach band,” there’s 
something about Real Estate’s mellow 
guitar pop that resonates with listen-
ers, telling them the band definitely 
isn’t the modern Jersey equivalent 
of the Beach Boys. Shaking off a reli-
ance on overdubs, the band recorded 
almost every take on its newest album, 
Atlas, live, which bodes well for the 
Fillmore’s audience tonight. Grab a 
friend who doesn’t babble about hous-
ing prices when you ask if they like 
Real Estate and prepare for a musical 
journey of sorts, as the tracks on Atlas 
are meant to compose a personal road 
map for the listener. (Amy Char)
With Kevin Morby, Corey Cunningham

9pm, $22.50

The Fillmore

1805 Geary, SF

(415) 346-3000

www.thefillmore.com

BRAINwAShING  
the RIDe
Seldom has there been a more roman-
tic musical coupling than that of 
Katie Ann and MC Zill. Ann, an indie 
singer who recently recorded her 

debut album, the heart-wrenching 
The Ride, at Goo Goo Dolls frontman 
Robbie Takac’s studio in New York, 
met the socially conscious Zill (his 
website is mcofpositivity.com) during 
her recording process, when she 
hit his car during a stressful day of 
outtakes. Their friendship morphed 
into an engagement, and the two 
took to the road to spread their music 
together. The juxtaposition of Ann’s 
redemptive lyrics and Zill’s existen-
tial queries evoke the power pop/
hip-hop mashup of later Eminem. 
The artists have fused the songs from 
their debuts into alternately sung 
and rapped tracks that promise an 
evening of emotional and stylistic 
fluctuation. (David Kurlander)
8pm, $10

50 Mason Social House

50 Mason, SF

(415) 433-5050

www.50masonsocialhouse.com

Saturday/2
FIlm NIGht IN the 

pARk: Clueless
Watch a movie alone on your 
couch Saturday night? As if! This 
week’s free film screening, 1995’s 
Clueless, is timeless. Way timeless. 
Forget about feeling like a heifer 
and happily gorge on ice cream 
from Bi-Rite, a community part-
ner of the outdoor film series, 
before the movie begins — don’t 
forget to bring some herbal 
refreshments. Tonight’s selection 
is this summer’s third movie in 
the series, following mid-July’s 
Frozen, and let’s be real, Coolio’s 
“Rollin’ With My Homies” totally 
has more musical merit than that 
annoying song about a snowman. 
And sure, this isn’t LA, but the 
event still offers valet — bicycle 
valet, that is. So it’s totally okay 

if you’re a virgin who can’t drive. 
(Amy Char)
Dusk, free

Dolores Park

19th St. & Dolores, SF

(415) 554-9521

www.sfntf.squarespace.com

ARt + SOUl  
BlUeS & BBQ BlOwOUt
Live blues music all day in the sun-
shine, paired with barbecue cooked 
up by 40 top “pitmasters” from all 
over California. Need I say more? 
Oakland’s Art + Soul festival has 
long been a gem in the city’s cultural 
crown, with visual art, kids’ activities, 
and killer musical lineups, this year 
drawing old-school local favorites like 
Tommy Castro and the Painkillers and 
“Oakland Blues Divas” Margie Turner, 
Ella Pennewell, and more for a show-
case presented by the Bay Area Blues 
Society. How good will the barbecue 
be? Mayor Jean Quan is presenting 
California “Chef of the Year” Tanya 
Holland of Oakland’s Brown Sugar 
Kitchen and B-Side BBQ with a key 
to the city. So, you know: Officially, 
city-decreed, smokin.’ (Emma Silvers)
Through Sun/3, noon to 6pm

$10 adults, $7 seniors and youth, kids 
12 and under free

14th and Broadway, Oakl.

www.artandsouloakland.com

Sunday/3
The sTurgeon Queens

This quick documentary, which 
celebrates the 100th anniversary 
of iconic Jewish fishmongers/New 
York deli nosh-purveyors Russ & 
Daughters, is a must-see for delica-
tessen aficionados, or food history 
buffs, or, you know, anyone who 
likes to get really hungry while 
watching movies. At the film’s 
center are 100-year-old Hattie Russ 

Gold and 92-year-old Anne Russ 
Federman, the daughters after which 
the store was named and the heirs 
to their family’s culinary Lower 
East Side legacy; guest appearances 
by loyal celebrity fans of the store 
include Maggie Gyllenhaal, Mario 
Batali, and Supreme Court Justice 

Ruth Bader Ginsberg. (Emma Silvers)
12:15pm, $14 (as part of SFJFF)

The Castro Theatre

429 Castro, SF

www.sfjff.org

Monday/4
BAD SUNS

The 2012 release of “Cardiac Arrest” 
was supposed to be a one-time deal 
from Bad Suns — the band planned 
to have only one song to its name. 
But not surprisingly, the catchy, 
sleek track caught people’s attention 
and blew up on the radio. Opening 
for groups such as Geographer and 
The 1975 in the past year or so, the 
LA-based band finally sets out on 
its own tour to promote its debut 
LP, Language & Perspective. With a 
more impressive repertoire than the 
members might’ve imagined, the 

album is composed of sunshine-in-
fused ’80s-tastic New Wave tunes. 
Fellow Southern California musical 
compadres Klev and Hunny join 
Bad Suns tonight. (Amy Char)
With Klev, Hunny

8pm, $15

The Independent

628 Divisadero, SF

(415) 771-1421

www.theindependentsf.com

tueSday/5
ClAp YOUR hANDS  

SAY YeAh
Even Clap Your Hands Say Yeah 
couldn’t have predicted the impact 
the unassuming Philly band’s 

self-titled debut had on the music 
world when it dropped in 2005. First 
blogs hopped on the hype, then 
Bowie and Byrne, then The Office. 
Seemingly overnight, the band and 
its leader Alec Ounsworth became 
one of the most polarizing entities 
in the indie world, at once beloved 
and derided for their off-kilter 
vocals and bizarro art-pop. Their 
second album, Some Loud Thunder, 
helped members shake off some 
of the buzzband backlash they’d 
accumulated, but now that they’re 
practically elder statesmen, their fan 
reputation is only growing. Catch 
the band at The Independent — 
before music critics decide they were 
the Talking Heads of their time in 
10 years. (Daniel Bromfield)
9pm, $20

The Independent

628 Divisadero, SF

(415) 771-1421

www.theindependentsf.com 2

The Guardian listings deadline is two weeks prior 
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By Emma SilvErS
esilvers@sfbg.com

LEFT OF THE DIAL The way in which 
Diana Gameros first came to 
America is a world away from the 
heart-wrenching images we’re current-
ly seeing in the news media of chil-
dren who’ve been sent, on their own, 
to the U.S. border from Honduras, 
Guatemala, and El Salvador. At 13, 
she arrived on an airplane from her 
home city of Juarez, Mexico; the plan 
was to stay with an aunt who lived 
in Michigan for the summer. When 
Gameros visited her cousin’s school 
there, and saw that it had a swimming 
pool, among other luxurious-seeming 
facilities, her aunt asked if she wanted 
to go to that school and learn English. 
Gameros couldn’t say yes fast enough. 
She wound up staying three years, 
returning to Mexico for the second 
half of high school, and then moving 
back to the U.S. for college.

So no, no one ever sent her out on 
foot for the border, hoping that on the 
other side lay someone or something 
that could mean a brighter future.

And yet: “I’m kind of a fanatic 
when it comes to following this 
country’s immigration system and 
its history,” says Gameros, now a fix-
ture in San Francisco’s singer-song-
writer scene for her thoughtful, 
melodic story-songs that contain 
both English and Spanish (she’s 
been referred to as the Latin Feist).

“I think there’s a lot that most 
American people don’t know. You 
hear people judging, calling these par-
ents irresponsible...it’s so much more 
complicated than that,” she says. 
“People don’t know how the U.S.’s 
actions have affected these countries. 
People are risking their children’s lives 
because they need to be here. It’s not 
for the American dream, they’re not 
here to buy a nice car, a big house. 
They’re here because they want to 
eat, have a roof over their heads, ful-
fill basic necessities. It’s frustrating. 
There’s so much ignorance.”

Her unique perspective on bor-
der issues is one reason Gameros 
was selected to perform at MEX I 
AM: Live It to Believe It, a nearly 
weeklong festival organized by the 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in 
conjunction with SF’s Consulate 
General of Mexico. Bringing togeth-
er musicians, actors, visual artists, 
and academics from throughout 

Mexico from July 31 through Aug. 5, 
the festival includes classical, indie, 
and pop music and dance, lectures 
and discussion of Mexico’s achieve-
ments and challenges, and a meet-
ing of minds around border issues.

The program in which Gameros 
will perform, on the evening of Friday, 
Aug. 1, is called “Ideas: North and 
South of the Border,” and aims to 
explore innovation in the sciences, 
arts, and culture in Mexico. Among 
the other speakers: astronaut Jose 
Hernandez, who grew up in the 
Central Valley as the son of immi-
grant farmers; he’ll discuss his jour-
ney from childhood (he didn’t learn 
to read or speak in English until he 
was 12) through getting a degree in 
electrical engineering and eventually 
being tapped by NASA. Rosario Marin, 
the first Mexican-American woman 
to serve as Treasurer of the United 
States, will also be present, along with 
Favianna Rodriguez, a transnational 
visual artist whose work “depicts 
how women, migrants and outsid-
ers are affected by global politics, 
economic inequality, patriarchy and 
interdependence” and the director of 
CultureStrike, an arts organization 
that works to organize artists, writers, 
and performers around migrant rights.

On the afternoon of Saturday, 
Aug. 2, actress-dancer Vicky Araico 
will perform her award-winning 
monologue Juana In a Million, which 
chronicles an undocumented immi-
grant’s quest to find home.

The other musical performances 
throughout the week run the gamut 
from Natalia Lafourcade, a two-
time Latin Grammy winning pop 
singer, to Murcof + Simon Geilfus, 
an electronic audiovisual collabora-

tion, the award-winning percussion 
ensemble Tambuco, renowned 
composer and jazz musician Hector 
Infanzon, and more.

Gameros, whose 2013 album 
Eterno Retorno (Eternal Return) features 
a song called “SB 1070” (after the rac-
ist Arizona law designed to prosecute 
undocumented immigrants), says she 
thinks her music can be a subtle form 
of education, an artistic entry point 
for people who might not know or 
think much about immigration issues.

“It’s a topic that touches me 
deeply, so my protest music is my 
offering, my way to say I’m with 
you and I stand with you,” she says. 
“Though if you listen to my lyrics 
you might think many [songs] are 
love songs, or written to a lover who 
didn’t treat me right.”

Gameros adds that she hopes the 
Latino community in San Francisco 
will embrace the festival and show up, 
a sentiment that carries a particular 
weight as housing prices in areas like 
the Mission are changing the local 
face of the local Latino population. 
“Unless it’s the symphony doing 
something with a Mexican artist, we 
don’t really have access to events like 
this that are mainstream cultural cel-
ebrations, normally,” she says. “And 
there’s such a fascinating group of 
people all here for it — I just hope as 
many people as possible take advan-
tage of it, that they come and hear 
these stories we have to tell.” 2

mEX i am: livE it to BEliEvE it

July 31 through Aug. 5, prices and times vary

Most events at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

701 Mission, SF

(415) 978-2700

www.ybca.org/mex-i-am

Of borders and love songs
Diana Gameros brings her unique musical perspective to the YBCA’s MEX I AM Festival

muSic 

diana gamEroS
PHOTO by JAzmIn mOrELOs
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Lykke Li
I Never LearN
(LL/atlantic)
Lykke Li is a pop star who surrounds 
herself in clouds of reverb, so the obvi-
ous reference point for her music is Phil 
Spector’s ’60s girl-group productions. 
But strip away the layers of sound and 
her third album, I Never Learn, is essen-
tially a set of adult-contemporary ballads 
that would slot nicely into any KOIT 
lineup. These songs are personal rather 
than universal, introverted rather than 
extroverted, subtle and slight rather than 
big and dumb — though there are some 
pretty shameless hooks on this album, 
ready-made for festival sing-a-longs.

Li and her production team took 
a gamble on taking the brutally-short 
approach to this album; it’s only nine 
songs over 33 minutes, and music 
this fluid usually needs more room to 
splash around. But these songs are rich 
enough in content that each one feels 
like an event. “Just Like a Dream” and 
“Silver Line” have great choruses, while 
“Gunshot” and “Heart of Steel” feature 
neat production touches (slinky organ 
and twangy Morricone guitar, respective-
ly). The album’s highlight is undoubtedly 
“Love Me Like I’m Not Made Of Stone,” 
a great acoustic ballad that could make it 
onto the charts with a bit more exposure.

XiU XiU
aNGeL GuTS: reD CLaSSrOOM 
(Polyvinyl)
Xiu Xiu has always been a bit silly. 
Though Jamie Stewart’s long-running 
project is often brutal in its emotional 
honesty, there’s no denying how over-
the-top Stewart’s gasping vocals are, 
how absurd their lyrics can be. angel 
Guts: red Classroom continues this 
trend, and it’s more theatrical than ever. 
and while this is the first Xiu Xiu album 

in about 10 years that still might have 
the power to shock people, it also has 
more ill-advised moments than usual.

The main edge angel Guts has 
musically over past Xiu Xiu albums is the 
change in Stewart’s voice. The vulner-
ability and hurt remains, but it’s over-
shadowed by a commanding deepness. 
The porn ode “Black Dick” wouldn’t be 
effective if he didn’t sing it with such 
power. But then we have him screeching 
“IT TaSTeS LIKe a COOKIe” for no rea-
son, opening and closing the album with 
shameless noise, delivering monologues 
that scan as melodramatic even by Xiu 
Xiu standards. Though angel Guts is 
flawed, it’s the band’s most engaging 
listen in a decade, and it also features 
two of its best songs to date: the Michael 
Jackson-like “Stupid In The Dark” and 
“adult Friends,” the most terrifying 
aging ballad I’ve ever heard.

RiCky eAT ACiD
THree LOve SONGS 
(Orchid Tapes)
There are 12 songs on this album, none 
of them are really about love, and if you 
put this on during an acid trip you’d 
probably be in ultimate entrapment by 
track four. Sam ray’s ironic streak has 
always been pretty obvious — he’s got a 
folk project called Julia Brown (he’s not 
really a girl, haha) and previously per-
formed under the name Teen Suicide. 
But as annoying as indie-rock irony can 
be, ray can get away with it simply on 
the virtue of how sincere his music is. 
as on his wonderful Julia Brown debut 
To Be Close To You, Three Love Songs 
evokes the mundane but beautiful — 
empty rooms, road crews working late at 
night, light filtering through curtains.

as such, it’s a great all-purpose 
ambient album. Just about any situation 
could easily be soundtracked by a track 
on this album; while the first half of the 
record is a bit melancholy and might 
ruin your day in the wrong context, the 
second half is playful and almost goofy. 
There are better ambient albums for spe-
cific situations, but if I can’t think of the 
proper music pairing for a certain envi-
ronment, I’d feel safe turning to Three 
Love Songs. (Daniel Bromfield)

music playlist

Snap sounds
Quick takes on new releases

for more music content visit
sfbg.com/noise
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Wed, Jul 30 - Category-shattering trio

TIME FOR THREE
Thu, Jul 31 - Blues guitar phenom

MATTHEW CURRY 
plus The Daniel Castro Band

For Info & Tickets:
yoshis.com/sanfrancisco    415-655-5600

1330 Fillmore St, SF

Fri-Sat, Aug 1-2 - open dance floor
Cuba’s hottest Timba band

ALEXANDER ABREU Y 
HAVANA D’PRIMERA

Thu-Fri, Aug 7-8
The legendary, pimpadelic funkmaster

MORRIS DAY and the Time

Sun, Aug 3

JIM CAMPILONGO TRIO 
w/ JOSH DION & HAGAR BEN ARI
Mon, Aug 4 - Gifted multi-instrumentalist

w/ Bay Area’s talented jazz trio

PAUL MCCANDLESS  
w/ CHARGED PARTICLES

Tue, Aug 5

THE TOMMY IGOE 
GROOVE CONSPIRACY

Wed, Aug 6 - Tonic frontman +  NBC The Voice’s 
soulful singer-songwriter

Co-Bill:
EMERSON HART
& TONY LUCCA 

Sat, Aug 9
 GRAMMY®-Award winning vocalist

CATHERINE RUSSELL

www.hemlocktavern.com

ExhaustEd PrayEr (La), 
Infinite Waste, Cyanic
adam WIdEnEr, 
those howlings (austin),
Jet trash
soft BomBs,
the moore Brothers,
the rabbles
rotfEst 5: the Loudmouths, 
slouching stars, society dog, 
Exploding Castro Cigars, We Could 
Be friends, raging malcontents, 
off the Grid (hilo hI), more

sweet Ghosts
(member of Calexico),
the human Condition

thurs 7/31
8:30Pm $6

frI 8/1
9Pm $8

sat 8/2
6Pm $10

sun 8/3
8:30Pm $7

WEd 7/30
8:30Pm $7

 WEDNESDAY 7/ 30  AT 7PM $8
BIG WEDNESDAY 

HOSTED BY JEREMY WHEAT 
A COMEDY SHOW WITH SOME VARIETY!   

FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE
INT’L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO! 
DJS SPECIAL LORD B., BEN BRACKEN 

BOBBY GANUSH! 
GUEST DJ: ADAM DUNBAR

60S 70S SOUL-FUNK-DISCO-POP-PSYCH 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

 THURSDAY 7/ 31  AT 7PM $5 
FATCAT 

A FUNK ROCK BAND BLENDING NEW 
ORLEANS GROOVES W/ WEST COAST FLA-

VORS, PROVIDING IRRESISTIBLE URGES TO 
GET DOWN! COME JOIN THE PARTY! 

FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE
DARK MATTER 

W/ DJS SIKK LAFFTER & TENDER LLOYD! 
FOOT-STOMPING PSYCH RIPPERS FROM 

EVERY CORNER OF THE GLOBE! 

 FRIDAY 8/ 1  AT 6PM FREE  
COOL AS FUCK! 

FIRST FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 
W/ DJS KEVIN, BRIAN, LIAM, & RAUL 

SPINNING GUITAR-BASED INDIE POP GEMS THAT 
SPARKLE AND SHINE, LOUDLY RIP AND GENTLY ROAR

 FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5
BASSTOWN! 

CLASSIC HIP-HOP, OLD SCHOOL RAP BREAKDANCE 
ANTHEMS, MIAMI BASS, ALL VINYL!  

W/ SELECTOR SPECIAL LORD B. & GUESTS! 
SATURDAY 8/2 AT 6PM FREE

DJ MELLOWS! 
GET YOUR GROOVE ON! 

FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 BEFORE 11 / $10 AFTER
EL SUPERRITMO! 

DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MÁS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 

SALSA BUENA Y MAS BAILABLES PA’ LAS NENAS 

SUNDAY 8/3 AT 7:30PM FREE
EMILY KIERNAN BOOK LAUNCH 

FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE
DIMENSION 

W/ DJS JUSTIN & KURT 
TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS: SOFT VINYL SOUL 

MONDAY 8/4 AT 6PM FREE
ATTACK OF THE TYPEWRITERS! 
POLITICAL LETTER-WRITING FOR EVERYONE. 
WE BRING THE TYPEWRITERS -- YOU BRING 

THE OUTRAGE! W/ DJ ANTONINO MUSCO 
FOLLOWING AT 8PM FREE

MAKE OUT FIRST MONDAYS 
LIVE JAZZ! 

TUESDAY 8/5 AT 7:30PM $15
LIVE! ON STAGE 

JONATHAN RICHMAN
HTTP://WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM/

EVENT/793527”
FEATURING TOMMY LARKINS ON THE DRUMS!

 AUGUST 5, 6 & 7

 FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM  FREE

 SLOW JAMS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 

3225 22nd ST.  @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com

By Marke B.
marke@sfbg.com

SUPER EGO Tired of dead kids 
in your news feed? Totally over 
arguing about who has the right 
to bomb whom? Sick of Ebola 
outbreaks, aching over the latest 
insurgency, exhausted from end-
less eco-snafus?

Ready to throw your hand up 
over this whole stupid humanity 
thing in general?

There is a place where you 
can, in fact, throw up your hands! 
It is called the dance floor, duh. 
And if you’re feeling so depressed 
you can hardly leave the house, I 
tell you this: Force yourself to go 
dancing somewhere, anywhere. 
You won’t regret it. That was 
basically me last weekend (even 
little fairies get the blues) and, 
seriously, the healing power of 
nightlife — and daylife, for there’s 
much canoodling to be had in the 
bright sun — really rebooted my 
outlook. No longer was I terrified 
of life itself, or even the Internet.

Bonus: People tend to shut up 
on the dance floor, too, unless 
they’re singing along. Sweet, sweet 
consensus at last.

JUST BE
Known here mostly for his won-
derfully freaky work as Bushwacka, 
Matthew B’s Just Be guise digs a 
little deeper into global electronic 
textures — while still retaining all 
the funky joy we love. He’s head-
ing up the weekly Base party, 
now moved to Monarch.
Thu/31, 9:30, $10. Monarch,  
101 Sixth St, SF. www.monarchsf.com

FREEdOm
Temple nightclub 
is closing for major 
renovations — bid 
it a brief adieu at 
this powerhouse 
nu-disco 
night 
with 
Carlos 
Alfonzo 
and 
Infusion, 
Tobin 
Ellsworth, 
Trever 
Pearson, 
Neon Neo, 
and Imani aka 
Guardian cover-
boy Nebakaneza.
Thu/31, 10pm,  
$5, 18+. Temple,  
540 Howard, SF. 
www.templesf.com

maGda
Detroit homegirl (and Berlin 
superstar) Magda is a true artist 
on the decks, expanding every-
one’s musical ear — techno is 
treated like a canvas, with rave-y 
effects, goofy soundtrack excerpts, 
and classic house surprises spat-
tered across it with a jazz-like 
improvisatory aesthetic. Great, 
fun stuff.
Fri/1, 9pm-4am, $13–$20. Public 
Works, 161 Erie, SF. www.publicsf.com

diS-CO-TEqUE
If you’ve ever dreamed of hearing 
deepest disco tracks played on a 
hypermodern sound system by 
some real-deal players, pack up 
your sequined clutch and twirl 
down to Mighty to hear DJs Bus 
Station John, Anthony Mansfield, 
and Steve Fabus. Open bar 
9pm-10pm!
Fri/1, 9pm-2:30am, free before 11:30 
with RSVP at discothequemighty.
eventbrite.com, $10 after. Mighty,  
119 Utah, SF.

GLENN JaCKSON
Oakland’s Mr. Jackson isn’t afraid 

to pull the house rug out from 
under you and send you on a trip 

up the stars. Gorgeous grooves 
delivered with an up-to-the-min-

ute sensibility, at the ever-awe-
some Push The Feeling monthly.

Sat/2, 9pm, $5. Underground SF,  
424 Haight, SF.

GO BaNG!
Disco-mania! One of the sweet-

est crate-diggers on the scene, 
Kenneth L. Kemp, joins Eddie 
House and Go Bang residents 

Sergio and Steve Fabus for this 
spangly monthly get-down full 
of fabulous peeps and “atomic 

action.”
Sat/2, 9pm-3am, $7. The Stud, 399 

Ninth St, SF. www.facebook.com/
gobangsf

madE iN SF
Local stuff writ large: a smor-

gasbord of food vendors (hello 
Alicia’s Tamales!), tons of enter-

tainment, and DJs including 
classic house wiz Mark Farina, 
Latin funkateers Senor Oz and 

Pleasuremaker of Afrolicious, and 
chill beatmaster Theory.

Sat/2, 6pm-3:30am, $10 until 9:30pm, 
$15–$20 after. Public Works, 161 Erie, 

SF. www.publicsf.com

mOm ON maRS
A weekly sunny Sunday patio 

dance-bunch with full bar, food 
from Soul Groove, and tunes 
from the incredible Motown 

on Mondays crew at Mars Bar. 
What more do you need?

Sundays, 11:30am-3:30pm.  
Mars Bar, 798 Brannan, SF.  

www.facebook.com/
marsbarsf

OUTPOST
A cosmic garage-bass-

techno colo-
ny roots 
itself in 

Lower 
Haight 

one 
Sunday 

every 
month: 
August 

sees Dr. 
Sleep at the 

controls, with 
DJs CZ, Nacht, 

and CM-4 back-
ing up on the 

bridge.
Sun/3, 9pm, free. 
Underground SF,  

424 Haight, SF. 2

Music nightlife

Magda Makes it  
Better, fri/1.

Lean in
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ContaCt ROBERT@yOshis.cOm to host a PRivaTE EvEnT

5 1 0  e m b a r c a d e r o  w e s t ,  o a k l a n d  5 1 0 - 2 3 8 - 9 2 0 0

For tickets & current show info: Yoshis.com /  510-238-9200
All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended.

Publication: SF Bay Guardian
Size: 3/10h  - 6.01” x 5.42”
Run Date: 073014

Design: Marc Zuazua    
512-665-7526

Fri-Sat, Aug 1-2
R&B music royalty

LaLah
hathaway

Wed, Aug 6

CaLiFornia Guitar 
trio

Tue, Aug 5
Frontman for the Fabulous Thunderbirds

KiM wiLSon’S BLuES BanD 

Mon, Aug 4

LyDia PEnSE & CoLD BLooD

Wed, Jul 30

SiStErS oF SouL iV
feat. Jackie Bryant, Paulynn, Misa Malone, Qui510

CoMinG Soon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............................................

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Fri, Aug 15

BEttyE LaVEttE
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Wed, Aug 13

DaVE wECKL aCouStiC BanD

Sun, Aug 10

EriMaJ
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Sat-Sun, Aug 16-17

BoBBy hutChErSon QuintEt

Thu, Aug 7 - Versatile modern jazz

hot CLuB oF DEtroit

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thu, Jul 31

taB BEnoit
Thu, Jul 31 - Late Night Series

SyDnEy nyCoLE anD FriEnDS
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Sun, Aug 3
3x GRAMMY© winning singer-songwriter

Shawn CoLVin
Fri, Aug 8

DEE DEE SiMon
BirthDay SaLutE to whitnEy houSton

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fri, Aug 8 - Late Night Series

thE BESt intEntionS

WEDNESDAY 30
ROCK
Bottom of the Hill: Free Salamander Exhibit, Dead 
Rider, Faun Fables, 9pm, $12-$14.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Unconditional Arms, King 
Woman, Whatfunlifewas, 9pm, $5-$8.
El Rio: Ruby Pins, Silver Shadows, Quaaludes, 
Penny Machine, 9pm, $7.
Elbo Room: Fleece, Michael & The Strange Land, 
Ultralight, Baus, 9pm, $6.
Hemlock Tavern: Exhausted Prayer, Infinite Waste, 
Cyanic, 8:30pm, $7.
Knockout: Inciter, No Captains, Hopi Astronaut, 
Pony Fight, 8:30pm, $8-$10.
Milk Bar: Spindrift, Down Dirty Shake, The Spiral 
Electric, DJ Al Lover, 8pm, $8-$12.
Rickshaw Stop: GRMLN, Everyone Is Dirty, Mall 
Walk, 8pm, $10.

DANCE
Beaux: “BroMance: A Night Out for the Fellas,” 
9pm, free.
Cafe: “Sticky Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8pm, free.
Cat Club:  “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30pm, $7-$10.
Club X: “Electro Pop Rocks,” 18+ dance party, 
9pm, $10-$20.
DNA Lounge: “Go Deep!,” 18+ dance party, 9pm, 
$10-$15.
F8: “Housepitality,” 9pm, $5-$10.
Lookout: “What?,” 7pm, free.
Madrone Art Bar: “Rock the Spot,” 9pm, free.
MatrixFillmore: “Reload,” w/ DJ Big Bad Bruce, 
10pm, free.
Q Bar: “Booty Call,” w/ Juanita More, 9pm, $3.

HIP-HOP
Skylark Bar: “Mixtape Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs 
Strategy, Junot, Herb Digs, & guests, 9pm, $5.

ACOUSTIC
Cafe Divine: Craig Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 
7pm, free.
Fiddler’s Green: Terry Savastano, Every other 
Wednesday, 9:30pm, free/donation.
Hotel Utah: Matt Wertz, Keeley Valentino, 8pm, $20.
Plough & Stars: The Toast Inspectors, 9pm
Union Square Park: Ukulenny, 12:30pm, free.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Time for Three, 8pm, $21-
$23.

JAZZ
Amnesia: Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The 
Amnesiacs, 7pm, free.
Balancoire: “Cat’s Corner,” 9pm, $10.
Burritt Room: Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6pm
Cafe Claude: Lori Carsillo, 7:30pm, free.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Charles Unger Experience, 
7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily 
Wade Adams, 7pm, free.
Level III: Sony Holland, 5-8pm, free.
Savanna Jazz Club: Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7pm, $5.
Top of the Mark: Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-
11:30pm, $5.
Zingari: Suzanna Smith, 7:30pm, free.

INTERNATIONAL
Bissap Baobab: “Baobab!,” timba dance party with 
DJ WaltDigz, 10pm, $5.
Cafe Cocomo: “Bachatalicious,” w/ DJs Good Sho & 
Rodney, 7pm, $5-$10.
Cigar Bar & Grill: Cachimba, 8pm
Independent: The Budos Band, 8pm, $25.
Make-Out Room: “International Freak Out A Go Go,” 
w/ resident DJs Ben Bracken, Bobby Ganush, Mark 
Gergis, and Special Lord B, 10pm, free.
Rite Spot Cafe: Redwood Tango Ensemble, 8:30pm

BLUES
Biscuits and Blues: Alvon Johnson, 7:30 & 9:30pm, 
$15.
Boom Boom Room: Dr. Mojo, 9:30pm, free.
Saloon: Lara Price, 9:30pm
Union Square Park: Eddie Neon Project, 6pm, free.

EXPERIMENTAL
San Francisco Community Music Center: 13th Annual 
Outsound New Music Summit: PoetryFreqs, w/ Pitta 
of the Mind (Maw Shein Win & Amanda Chaudhary), 
ruth weiss with Doug Lynner, and Watkins/Trammel/
McZeal (Zachary James Watkins & Marshall 

Trammell with Amber McZeal), 7:30pm, $10-$15.

SOUL
Monarch:  “Color Me Badd,” coloring books and R&B 
jams with Matt Haze, DJ Alarm, Broke-Ass Stuart, 
guests, Wednesdays, 5:30-9:30pm, free.

THURSDAY 31
ROCK
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Saint Motel, Say Say, 
Spooky Mansion, 9pm, $10-$12.
El Rio: The Asteroid #4, Trans Van Santos, 
Jordannah Elizabeth, 8pm, $8.
Hemlock Tavern: Adam Widener, Those Howlings, 
Jet Trash, 8:30pm, $6.
Hotel Utah: Sister Speak, Goldenboy featuring the 
New Familiar, Quasar Wut-Wut, 9pm, $10.
Milk Bar: Not Sure. Not Yet, Old Monk, Tremor Low, 
8:30pm, $8.
Rickshaw Stop: “Popscene,” w/ Miniature Tigers, 
Holychild, The Griswolds, 9:30pm, $15-$17.

DANCE
Abbey Tavern: DJ Schrobi-Girl, 10pm, free.
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “Tubesteak Connection,” w/ 
DJ Bus Station John, 9pm, $5-$7.
Beaux: “Twerk Thursdays,” 9pm, free.
The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “¡Pan 
Dulce!,” 9pm, $5.
Cat Club: “Class of 1984,” ‘80s night with DJs 
Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9pm, $6 (free before 9:30pm).
Cellar: “XO,” 10pm, $5.
Club X: “The Crib,” 18+ LGBT dance party, 
9:30pm, $10.
Elbo Room: “Hi Life,” w/ resident DJs Pleasuremaker 
& Izzy*Wize, 9:30pm, $6.
Independent: Rustie, 9pm, $15-$20.
Infusion Lounge: “I Love Thursdays,” 10pm, $10.
Madrone Art Bar: “Night Fever,” 9pm, $5 after 10pm
Monarch: “Base,” w/ Just Be, Bells & Whistles, 
Sharon Buck, Keith Kraft, 9:30pm, $10.
Raven: “1999,” w/ VJ Mark Andrus, 8pm, free.
Royale: “Turn-On!,” w/ Michael Ziggy Minucci, 
8pm, free.
Ruby Skye: “Torq,” w/ Clockwork, 9pm, $20-$25 
advance.
Temple: “Freedom,” 18+ indie dance party with 
Carlos Alfonzo & Infusion, Tobin Ellsworth, more, 
10pm, $5 (free before midnight with RSVP).
Trax: “Beats Reality: A Psychedelic Social,” w/ resi-
dent DJs Justime & Jim Hopkins, 9pm, free.
Underground SF: “Bubble,” 10pm, free.

HIP-HOP
Amnesia: Above Ave., DJ Twelvz, The Kid Rated R, 
8:30pm, $10.
John Colins: “Future Flavas,” w/ DJ Natural, 10pm
Skylark Bar: “Peaches,” w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, 
Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10pm, free.

ACOUSTIC
Atlas Cafe: Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Jam 
Session, 8-10pm, free.
Bazaar Cafe: Acoustic Open Mic, 7pm
Bottom of the Hill: Jay Brannan, Terra Naomi, Becca 
Richardson, 9pm, $14.
Chapel: Reverend Peyton’s Big Damn Band, The 
Pine Box Boys, 9pm, $12-$15.
Plough & Stars: Barry O’Connell & Vinnie Cronin, 
9pm
Pour House: Jimbo Scott & Grover Anderson, 7pm

JAZZ
Cafe Claude: Nova Jazz, 7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: Swing Fever, 7:30pm
Level III: Sony Holland, Wednesdays-Fridays, 
5-8pm, free.
Rite Spot Cafe: Shannon Wolfe & Grant Levin, 
8:30pm, free.
Royal Cuckoo: Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 
7:30pm, free.
Savanna Jazz Club: Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7pm, $5.
Top of the Mark: Pure Ecstasy, 7:30pm, $10.

INTERNATIONAL
Red Poppy Art House: The Villalobos Brothers, 7 & 
8:45pm, $20-$25.
SFJAZZ Center:  Vinicius Cantuária, in the Joe 
Henderson Lab, -Aug. 3, 7 & 8:30pm, $30.
Sheba Piano Lounge: Gary Flores & Descarga 
Caliente, 8pm
Yerba Buena Gardens: Latin Jazz Youth Ensemble, 

MUSIC LISTINGS for venue info, visit
SFBG.COM/vENUE-GUIDE
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12:30pm, free.

BLUES
50 Mason Social House: Bill Phillippe, 5:30pm, free.
Biscuits and Blues: Lance Canales & The Flood, 7:30 
& 9:30pm, $15.
Saloon: T-Wrex & The Primitive Rhythm, 4pm; 
Charles Wheal, 9:30pm
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Matthew Curry, Daniel Castro, 
8pm, $12-$14.

COUNTRY
McTeague’s Saloon: “Twang Honky Tonk,” w/ Sheriff 
Paul, Deputy Saralynn, and Honky Tonk Henry, 7pm
Parlor: “Honky Tonk Thursdays,” w/ DJ Juan 
Burgandy, 9pm, free.

EXPERIMENTAL
Royce Gallery: The ROOM Series: The Body 
Electroacoustic, w/ Pamela Z, Donald Swearingen, 
Jon Leidecker, Kadet Kuhne, Suki O’Kane, Giselle 
Eastman, 8pm, $10-$15.
San Francisco Community Music Center: 13th Annual 
Outsound New Music Summit: Guitars, w/ Henry 
Kaiser, Amy Reed & Ross Hammond, Noah Phillips 
& John Finkbeiner, and Sandy Ewen & Jakob Pek, 
8:15pm, $10-$15.

FUNK
Boom Boom Room: Yo Mama’s Big Fat Booty Band, 
DJ K-Os, 9:30pm, $10-$15.

FRIDAY 1
ROCK
Amoeba Music: Real Estate, 1pm, free.
Bottom of the Hill: Xiu Xiu, Circuit des Yeux, Father 
Murphy, 9:30pm, $12-$14.
DNA Lounge: El Elle, Dot Punto, Ishi, The Y Axes, 
8:30pm, $8-$10.
Hemlock Tavern: The Soft Bombs, The Moore 
Brothers, The Rabbles, 9pm, $8.
Milk Bar: Religious Girls, Aan, Yassou Benedict, DJ 
Nathan Blaz, 8:30pm, $8-$10.
Rickshaw Stop: David Kilgour & The Heavy Eights, 
Shifting Sands, The Mantles, 9pm, $12-$14.
Slim’s: Foxy Shazam, Stop Light Observations, 
Mystic Knights of the Cobra, 9pm, $16.

DANCE
1015 Folsom: “Nomadic Caravan,” w/ Hucci, Ill 
Gates, David Starfire, Bogl, Hood Prisms, Timmy 
Tutone, Muppet Punk, Sayer, Portal, D Majik, DJ 
Dragonfly, Northstar, Wala, Sixis, Dakini, 10pm, 
$20-$30.
Amnesia: “Brass Tax,” w/ resident DJs JoeJoe, Ding 
Dong, Ernie Trevino, Mace, First Friday of every 
month, 10pm, $5.
Beaux: “Manimal,” 9pm
The Cafe: “Boy Bar,” 9pm, $5.
Cat Club: “Strangelove: A Tribute to Depeche 
Mode,” w/ DJs Tomas Diablo, Melting Girl, Daniel 
Skellington, and Donimo, 9:30pm, $8
Cellar: “F.T.S.: For the Story,” 10pm
EndUp: “Trade,” 10pm, free before midnight.
The Grand Nightclub: “We Rock Fridays,” 9:30pm
Infusion Lounge: “Flight Fridays,” 10pm, $20.
Madrone Art Bar: “Dirty Rotten Dance Party,” w/ 
Kap10 Harris, Shane King, guests, First Friday of 
every month, 9pm, $5.
MatrixFillmore: “F-Style Fridays,” w/ DJ Jared-F, 
9pm
Mercer: “All of the Above,” w/ King Most, Freddy 
Anzures, Marky, 9pm, $10 (free before 10pm).
Mighty: “Dis-co-theque,” 10pm
OMG: “Deep Inside,” 9pm, free.
Powerhouse: “Nasty,” First Friday of every month, 
10pm, $5.
Public Works: Magda, Vincenzo, Galen, Solar, Mark 
Slee, Mossmoss, 9pm, $13-$20.
Q Bar: “Pump: Worq It Out Fridays,” w/ resident DJ 
Christopher B, 9pm, $3.
Ruby Skye: Project 46, Cole Plante, 9pm, $20-$30.
Virgil’s Sea Room: Virgil’s Sea Room 1-Year 
Anniversary Party, w/ DJs Jamie Jams & Miss Pop, 
9pm, free.

HIP-HOP
EZ5: “Decompression,” Fridays, 5-9pm
Mezzanine: “Future Fridays,” w/ Lil Jon (DJ set), 
9pm, $20-$50.

ACOUSTIC
Red Poppy Art House: Mad Noise, 7:30pm, $10-
$15.

Sports Basement: “Breakfast with Enzo,” w/ Enzo 
Garcia, 10am, $5.
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church: First Fridays Song 
Circle, First Friday of every month, 7pm, $5-$10.

JAZZ
Atlas Cafe: The Emergency Ensemble, First Friday of 
every month, 7:30pm, free.
Bird & Beckett: Don Prell’s SeaBop Ensemble, 
5:30pm, $10 suggested donation per adult.
Cliff House: John Kalleen Group, First Friday of every 
month, 7pm
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Charles Unger Experience, 
7:30pm, free.
Level III: Sony Holland, Wednesdays-Fridays, 
5-8pm, free.
Royale: Wrapped in Plastic, First Friday of every 
month, 9pm, free.
Top of the Mark: Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9pm, 
$10.
Zingari: Joyce Grant, 8pm, free.

INTERNATIONAL
Bissap Baobab: “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10pm, $5.
Cafe Cocomo: Taste Fridays, featuring local cuisine 
tastings, salsa bands, dance lessons, and more, 
7:30pm, $15 (free entry to patio).
Chapel: Sila, Native Elements, Sambaxé, 9pm, 
$17-$20.
Elbo Room: La Misa Negra, Las Bomberas de la 
Bahia, 10pm, $12-$15.
Independent: Omar Souleyman, 9pm, $20.
Pachamama Restaurant: Cuban Night with Fito 
Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15pm, $15-$18.
Roccapulco Supper Club: Fuego Latino, 9pm
SFJAZZ Center:  Vinicius Cantuária, in the Joe 
Henderson Lab, July 31-Aug. 3, 7 & 8:30pm, $30.

BLUES
Biscuits and Blues: Brad Wilson Blues Band, 7:30 & 
10pm, $20.
Tupelo: Jinx Jones & The KingTones, 9pm

COUNTRY
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Cash’d Out, The 
Mosswoods, 9pm, $12-$15.

EXPERIMENTAL
San Francisco Community Music Center: 13th Annual 
Outsound New Music Summit: Constructions, 
w/ The Deconstruction Orchestra, Teddy Rankin-
Parker/Daniel Pearce Duo, 8:15pm, $10-$15.

FUNK
Amnesia: Swoop Unit, 6pm, $3-$5.
Make-Out Room: “Loose Joints,” w/ DJs Centipede, 
Damon Bell, and Tom Thump, 10pm, $5-$10.

SOUL
Edinburgh Castle: “Soul Crush,” w/ DJ Serious 
Leisure, 10pm, free.
Knockout: “Oldies Night,” w/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost 
Cat, friends, First Friday of every month, 10pm, $5.

SATURDAY 2
ROCK
Bender’s: Thee Merry Widows, Swamp Angel, bur-
lesque by Szandora LaVey & Ava Lanch, 10pm, $5.
Bottom of the Hill: McRad, Drunk Injuns, Free Beer, 
Motorhome, 9pm, $15-$18.
Chapel: Hamilton Leithauser, Avid Dancer, 9pm, 
$25-$28.
Hemlock Tavern: “Rotfest 5,” w/ The Loudmouths, 
Slouching Stars, Society Dog, Exploding Castro 
Cigars, We Could Be Friends, Raging Malcontents, 
Off the Grid, UKE Band, Peddlers, David Nudelman, 
5pm, $10.
Honey Hive: Bellhaunts, The Grinning Ghosts, 8pm
The Knockout: The Beat-Offs, Bad Tats, Terman 
Shanks, 9:30pm, $5.
Milk Bar: Swimm, New Madrid, Halcyonaire, FayRoy, 
9pm, $10-$12.
Rickshaw Stop: Ceremony, Dangers, Nothing, Flesh 
World, King Woman, 8pm, $12.
Riptide: The Copper Tones, 9:30pm, free.
Slim’s: Zepparella, Michael Lee Firkins, 9pm, $18.

DANCE
Cat Club: “Leisure,” w/ DJs Aaron, Omar, & Jetset 
James, First Saturday of every month, 10pm, $7.
DNA Lounge: “Bootie S.F.,” w/ DJ Tripp, Entyme, 
Billy Jam, DJ Fox, Kool Karlo, JsinJ, more, 9pm, 
$10-$15.

EndUp: “Play,” First Saturday of every month, 10pm
Independent: Viceroy, Autograf, Slaptop, 9pm, 
$18-$20.
Lookout: “Bounce!,” 9pm, $3.
Madrone Art Bar: “The Prince & Michael 
Experience,” w/ DJ Dave Paul, 9pm, $5.
Manor West: “Muse Saturdays,” w/ DJ Tina T, 10pm, 
$20.
Mezzanine: “Lights Down Low,” w/ Julio Bashmore, 
Nick Monaco, Tyrel Williams, Richie Panic, DJ Dials, 
9pm, $20.
Mighty: Dusty Rhino Pre-Burn Extravaganza, w/ DJ 
Icon, Zach Moore, Matt Kramer, Derek Hena,am 
Rebel, DJMK, Alvaro Bravo, Mystr/Hatchet, more, 
10pm, $15-$20.
Public Works: “Made in S.F.,” w/ Mark Farina, 
Pleasuremaker, Señor Oz, Uni & Her Ukelele, 29th 
Street Swingtet, food vendors, more, 5pm, $5-$20; 
“Familia,” w/ Lee Coombs, Syd Gris, Kimba (in the 
OddJob Loft), 10:30pm
S.F. Eagle: “Sadistic Saturdays,” w/ DJ Mystic Ray, 

9pm, $5.
Stud: “Go Bang!,” w/ DJs Kenneth L. Kemp, Eddie 
House, Steve Fabus, and Sergio Fedasz, 9pm, $7.
Underground SF: “Push the Feeling,” w/ residents Yr 
Skull & Epicsauce DJs, 9pm

HIP-HOP
John Colins: “N.E.W.: Never Ending Weekend,” w/ DJ 
Jerry Ross, First Saturday of every month, 9pm

ACOUSTIC
Atlas Cafe: Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, 
Saturdays, 4-6pm, free.
Pa’ina: Garden Island Blend, 6pm, free.
Revolution Cafe: Seth Augustus, 9:30pm, free
Thee Parkside: Trainwreck Riders, The Pine Hill 
Haints, Zealous Doxy, Sean Solow, 9:30pm, $8.

JAZZ
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz 

Nostalgia, 7:30pm, free.
Sheba Piano Lounge: The Robert Stewart 
Experience, 9pm

INTERNATIONAL
1015 Folsom: “Pura,” 9pm, $20.
Amnesia: The Mano Cherga Band, Broken Shadows 
Family Band, 9:30pm, $8-$10.
Bissap Baobab: “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10pm, $5.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Ed Motta, 9pm, $15-$18.
Make-Out Room: “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas 
& El Kool Kyle, 10pm, $5-$10.
Pachamama Restaurant: Eddy Navia & Pachamama 
Band, 8pm, free.
SFJAZZ Center: Vinicius Cantuária, in the Joe 
Henderson Lab, July 31-Aug. 3, 7 & 8:30pm, $30.
Space 550:  “Club Fuego,” 9:30pm

MUSIC LISTINGS

CONTINUES ON PAGE 26 >>
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“WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT ALL 

NIGHT LONG

BURLESQUE RETURNS 
TO BENDERS FEATURING 

THEE MERRY WIDOWS
& SWAMP ANGEL

BURLESQUE PERFORMANCES BY
SZANDORA LAVEY 

+ AVA LANCH
MC EVA VON SLUT

“SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, $2 

SCHLITZ BOTTLES,
 $5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, $3 

STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS

“MOJITO MONDAYS”
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 

ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL

“TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH  A CAN OF TECATE

BENDERS BAR & GRILL
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH  415.824.1800
 MON-THU 4PM-2AM  FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM

 WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 

7/30

8/2

8/4

8/3

KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM

8/5

Wednesday, 7/30 • 6pm • free
Cruise-in 

Bikes, Booze & BaBes!
Wild eyes 

Clashing steel 
dJ Fever

saturday, 8/2 • 9pm • $8
alcoholocaust presents:

trainWreCk riders
Pine hill haints

Zealous doxy
sean soloW

sunday, 8/3 • 4pm • free 
original famous tWang sundays 

tom rhodes
kyle terriZZi

Cross Canyons 
upcoming shoWs

8/7  -      the coo coo Birds, the singles, Wag
8/8   -      early graves, theories, Bedrucken
8/9   -     red meat, Jolenes, misisipi mike & the  

         midnight gamBlers
8/10  -     Original FamOus Twang sundays - 
          secret toWn
8/14    -      Whitey morgan and the 78’s
8/15   -     the copyrights, Johnny madcap & the 
         distractions, cut up, Joey Balls
8/16   -     too much pressure, custom fit
8/23   -      cronkite, greg hoy & the end, the hampton  Wicks
8/28   -     the memBers, vktms, the unfortunate Bastard

FULL BAR 7 DAYS • Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm
open at 2pm, sat at noon

kitchen open daily • sunday Brunch (11am-3pm)

theeparkside.com
1600 17th Street • 415-252-1330

BLUES
Saloon: The Jukes, 4pm; Daniel Castro, 9:30pm

AMERICANA
Plough & Stars: “Americana Jukebox,” 9pm, 
$6-$10.

EXPERIMENTAL
San Francisco Community Music Center: 13th 
Annual Outsound New Music Summit: Vocal 
Workshop with Jill Burton, 1pm, $10-$15; 
13th Annual Outsound New Music Summit: 
Improvisations, w/ Obstreperous Doves, 
Emergency String (X)tet, Jill Burton Trio, 8:15pm, 
$10-$15.

FUNK
Boom Boom Room: Funk Revival Orchestra, DJ K-Os, 
9:30pm, $10-$15.
El Rio: Stymie & The Pimp Jones Luv Orchestra, 
Swoop Unit, KnightressM1, 9pm, $7.

SOUL
El Rio:  “Hard French,” w/ DJs Carnita & Brown Amy, 
First Saturday of every month, 2pm, $7.
Elbo Room:  “Saturday Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs 
Lucky, Phengren Oswald, & Paul Paul, 10pm, $10.

SUNDAY 3
DANCE
Cellar: “Replay Sundays,” 9pm, free.
DNA Lounge: Grendel, Ludovico Technique, DJ 

Electronic Commando, 8:30pm, $12-$15.
Edge: “’80s at 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8pm
EndUp: “Sundaze,” 1pm, free before 3 p.m; 
“BoomBox,” 8pm
F8: “Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and 
guests, 10pm, free.
Knockout: “Sweater Funk,” 10pm, free.
Lookout: “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8pm, $2.
MatrixFillmore: “Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10pm
Monarch: “Werd,” 9pm, $5-$10.
Parlor: “Sunday Sessions,” w/ DJ Marc deVas-
concelos, 9pm, free.
Q Bar: “Gigante,” 8pm, free.
Temple: “Sunset Arcade,” 18+ dance party & 
game night, 9pm, $10.

HIP-HOP
Boom Boom Room: “Return of the Cypher,” 9:30pm
El Rio:  “Swagger Like Us,” 3pm
Ruby Skye: Juicy J, Project Pat, 9pm, $20-$40.

Skylark Bar: “Shooz,” w/ DJ Raymundo & guests, 
First Sunday of every month, 10pm, free.

ACOUSTIC
Chieftain: Traditional Irish Session, 6pm
Glen Park Station: Jerry Night 2014, w/ Garrin 
Benfield, 6pm, free.
Lucky Horseshoe: Bernal Mountain Bluegrass 
Jam, 4pm, free.
Madrone Art Bar: Spike’s Mic Night, Sundays, 
4-8pm, free.

JAZZ
Amnesia: Kally Price Old Blues & Jazz Band, 
9pm, $7-$10.
Bird & Beckett: Sherri Roberts Ensemble, 
4:30pm
Black Coalition on AIDS/Rafiki Wellness: azzi Jan, 
4-6pm, $8-$10.
Chez Hanny: Noam Lemish Trio, 4pm, $20.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30pm, free.
Madrone Art Bar: “Sunday Sessions,” 10pm, 
free.
Royal Cuckoo: Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 
7:30pm,
Savanna Jazz Club: Savanna Jazz Jam with David 
Byrd, 7pm, $5.

INTERNATIONAL
50 Mason Social House: “Sabor Sundays,” w/ 
Orquesta Bembé, 6pm, $10.
Atmosphere: “Hot Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El 
Guapo, 5:30pm, $10-$20.
Bissap Baobab: “Brazil & Beyond,” 6:30pm, free.
Caña Cuban Parlor & Cafe: “La Havana,” 4pm
Revolution Cafe: Balkan Jam Night, 8:30pm
SFJAZZ Center: Vinicius Cantuária, in the Joe 
Henderson Lab, July 31- 7 & 8:30pm, $30.
Thirsty Bear Brewing Company:  “The Flamenco 
Room,” 7:30 & 8:30pm
Yerba Buena Gardens: Uncommon Time, fea-
turing Kenny Endo, Abhijit Banerjee, and John 
Santos, 1pm, free.

BLUES
Saloon: Blues Power, 4pm
Sheba Piano Lounge: Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 
8pm, free.
Swig: Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9pm

SOUL
Ozumo: Bobby Joe Russell & The All-Star Band, 
Academy of Art University scholarship fund benefit, 
1pm, $15-$40.

MONDAY 4
ROCK
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Prom Body, Banshee 
Boardwalk, Union Pacific, Numb Bats, 9pm, $5.
Elbo Room: Hurry Up Shotgun, Songs for Snakes, 
Skinaffect, 9pm, $6.
Independent: Bad Suns, Kiev, Hunny, 8pm, $15.

DANCE
DNA Lounge: “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party 
with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 
9:30pm, $3-$5.
Q Bar:  “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 
9pm, free.

ACOUSTIC
Amnesia: Front Country, 9pm, free.
Fiddler’s Green: Terry Savastano, 9:30pm, free.
Hotel Utah: Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8pm
Osteria: “Acoustic Bistro,” 7pm, free.
Saloon: Peter Lindman, 4pm

JAZZ
Cafe Divine: Rob Reich, 7pm
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Eugene Pliner Quartet with 
Tod Dickow, 7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: Le Jazz Hot, 7pm, free.
Make-Out Room: “The Monday Make-Out,” first 
Monday of every month, 8pm, free.
Sheba Piano Lounge: City Jazz Instrumental Jam 
Session, 8pm
Tupelo: Carol Doda, Dick Winn, and Friends, 8pm

BLUES
Elite Cafe: “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 6pm
The Saloon: The Bachelors, 9:30pm.

TUESDAY 5
ROCK
Amnesia: Scary Little Friends, 9:15pm
Bottom of the Hill: Our Last Night, Set It Off, 
Heartist, 8:30pm, $12-$14.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: “Wood Shoppe,” w/ The 
Bilinda Butchers, Be Calm Honcho, Banta, Wilson 
Zheng (DJ set), 9pm, free.
Elbo Room: The Kilaueas, Threesome, bAd bAd, The 
Devil-Ettes, DJ Sid Presley, 8:30pm, $8.
Independent: Clap Your Hands Say Yeah, Alec 
Ounsworth, 8pm, $20.
The Knockout: Dancer, Blank Pages, So What, Dirty 
Denim, DJ Lightnin’ Jeff G, 9:30pm, $7.

DANCE
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, 
Myles Cooper, & guests, 10pm, $2.
Boom Boom Room: “Time Warp Tuesdays,” w/ DJ 
Madison, 9pm, free.
Monarch: “Soundpieces,” 10pm, free-$10.
Q Bar: “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9pm, $3.
Underground SF: “Shelter,” 10pm, free.

JAZZ
Burritt Room: Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6pm
Cafe Divine: Chris Amberger, 7pm
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, 
and Friends, 7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet 
Lickers, 7pm
Verdi Club: “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy 
Jones, 9pm, $10-$12.
Wine Kitchen: Hot Club Pacific, 7:30pm
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Tommy Igoe Big Band, 8pm, $22.

INTERNATIONAL
Cafe Cocomo: Salsa Tuesday, w/ DJs Good Sho & El 
de la Clave, 8:30pm, $10.
Cosmo Bar & Lounge: Conga Tuesdays, 8pm, $7-$10.
F8:  “Underground Nomads,” w/ DJs Amar, Sep, and 
Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9pm, $5.

BLUES
Saloon: Lisa Kindred, 9:30pm, free.

ROCKABILLY
Rickshaw Stop: Alex G, Elvis Depressedly, Never 
Young, 8pm, $10.

SOUL
Make-Out Room: “Lost & Found,” w/ DJs Primo, 
Lucky, and guests, 9:30pm, free. 2

MUSIC LISTINGS
CONT>>

for more music content visit
SFBG.COM/NOISE
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FRI. AUG. 1 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV. / $18 DOOR
THE COLLECTIVE BAY AREA LAUNCH PARTY

PAPA BEAR AND THE EASY LOVE
THE COLLECTIVE CA FEATURING MAMA D,
MICHELLE MUSGROVE & BROTHER GRAND

MICHAEL MUSGROVE, MIKE PINETTE,
GRAHAM PATZNER, RACHEL LARK,
TREVOR BAHNSON, LISA DONNELLY
SPECIAL GUEST PATCHY SANDERS

THURS. AUG. 7 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR

WILD CUB
GRIZFOLK

FRI. 8/8 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $10 ADV. / $10 DOOR

TIM BARNES AND
THE FIVE GRAND BAND
BEDROCK RADIO•THE PRASAD BROTHERS

SAT. AUG. 9 • DOORS 9 / SHOW 10 • $15 ADV. / $18 DOOR

inc.
BROGAN BENTLEY

MON. AUG. 11 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $14 ADV. / $14 DOOR

NONONO
ERIK HASSLE

TUES. AUG. 12 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $20 ADV. / $20 DOOR

ANTEMASQUE
LE BUTCHERETTES

WED. AUG. 13 FKA TWIGS SOLD OUT – THANK YOU!

FRI. AUG. 1 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV. / $19 DOOR

FOXY SHAZAM:
THE GONZO TOUR

STOP LIGHT OBSERVATIONS
MYSTIC KNIGHTS OF THE COBRA

SAT. AUG. 2 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $18 ADV. / $18 DOOR

ZEPPARELLA
MICHAEL LEE FIRKINS
FRI. AUG. 8 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 8:30 • $13 ADV. / $13 DOOR

THE VENTING MACHINE
POTENTIAL THREAT

MYSTIC RAGE•FLESH ASSEMBLY

SAT. AUG. 9 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $15 ADV. / $20 DOOR
DR. ROCK AND LATIN ROCK INC. PRESENT

RICK STEVENS & LOVE POWER
2ND ANNIVERSARY

MISSION VARRIO PROJECT
ADELANTE

SUN. AUG. 10 US THE DUO SOLD OUT — THANK YOU!
FRI. AUG. 15 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR

LA GENTE
MISSION DELIRIUM•J BOOGIE

www.slimspresents.com
859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750

www.slimspresents.com
333 11th St. btwn. Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333

Guardian 7/30 -- 1/5 page v (3.95” x 5.42”)

All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim’s at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage.
Dinner tickets with reserved seating available at all shows. Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. thru

Fri. & show nights. ($1 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimspresents.com.
For tickets by fax info. call 415/255-0333 (Slim’s) / 415/885-0750 (GAMH) • Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449.

Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final–no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled ;

WED. 7/30 - $18 ADV / $20 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
STOOGES BRASS BAND

THU. 7/31 - $12 ADV / $15 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
REVEREND PEYTON’S BIG DAMN BAND

THE PINE BOX BOYS
FRI. 8/1 - $17 ADV / $20 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9

SSILA
NATIVE ELEMENTS / SAMBAXÉ

SAT. 8/2 - $25 ADV / $28 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS

HAMILTON LEITHAUSER
AVID DANCER

SUN. 8/3 - FREE IN CHAPEL BAR - MUSIC STARTS AT 8
TTHE GO AHEAD

WED. 8/6 - $15 - DOORS 7, SHOW 8
THE GOOD LIFE

BIG HARP
THU. 8/7 - $15 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9

GOODNIGHT, TEXAS
STRANGE VINE / GHOST AND GALE

FFRI. 8/8 - $12 ADV / $15 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS

CROCODILES
TWEENS

SAT. 8/9 - $18 ADV / $20 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
AN EVENING WITH

BIG SAM’S FUNKY NATION

An inside take on  
Aaron Landsman, Mallory 
Catlett, and Jim Findlay’s  
‘City Council Meeting’

By RoBeRt AvilA
arts@sfbg.com

THEATER From a certain angle, democ-
racy is just one big bout of audience 
participation. So when playwright 
Aaron Landsman, director Mallory 
Catlett, and designer Jim Findlay 
started kicking around the idea of 
somehow staging a city council meet-
ing, of all things, the notion that the 
audience itself should enact it must 
have come as a eureka moment.

It is indeed the charm and chal-
lenge of City Council Meeting that, 
while conceived and instigated by 
the New York–based artistic trio, the 
show is ultimately a collaboration 
with whoever shows up, plus a few 
semi-rehearsed locals in on the run-
ning of the thing. These latter include 
a group of “staffers” who help guide 
participants through an actual city 
council meeting — or more precisely, 
a seamless composite of public tran-
scripts of such meetings held around 
the US in the past couple of years, 
plus an artistic flourish or two. For the 
San Francisco premiere (running this 
weekend at local co-presenter Z Space), 
the staffers include Claudia Anderson, 
Awele, Dwayne Calizo, Jennifer Chien, 
Sarah Curran, and me.

Moreover, the piece always con-
cludes with an original ending crafted 
specifically for the locale in which it 
plays (that, so far, has been Houston, 
Texas; Tempe, Ariz.; and New York 
City). This time, the play’s unique 
final movement, a creative response 
to what has preceded it, was built 
in partnership with Bay Area direc-
tor-choreographer Erika Chong Shuch.

As a staffer, your job is to help 
facilitate the encounter between the 
play and its audience. Since that’s 
kind of what a critic does anyway, I 
reasoned, and given that everyone in 
the audience is already at least min-
imally involved in the production, 
I signed on for a more inside track 
on City Council Meeting’s three-day 
San Francisco run. At the first rehears-
al, director Catlett introduced us to 
our binders, which contained things 

we’d need, including something like 
the script of the performance.

(There is no definitive script. The 
play is an un-distillable architecture of 
discrete dialogue, directions on note 
cards, live and recorded video feeds, 
and whispered cues, not to mention 
the unforeseeable but pretty much 
guaranteed contingency. And perspec-
tives and experiences will vary pretty 
widely depending on the physical and 
dramatic space one chooses to occupy: 
council member, speaker, bystander.)

It was a little confusing, frankly. 
But halfway through a swift two 
weeks of rehearsal, I’m seeing more 
clearly the shape of the show as well 
as appreciating the subtleties in its 
construction. Like much contempo-
rary participatory performance, or 
what’s sometimes called “social prac-
tice” art, City Council Meeting moves 
the bulk of the action and agency 
onto its audience as a way to simulta-
neously investigate and manifest our 
social circumstances and potential-
ities. It is therefore purposely unset-
tled — participants are always them-
selves and yet tasked with enacting 
the words of other real people like, or 
more often not like, themselves.

The sheer awkwardness of it is 
really the point. Is this a study, a 
parody, an incitement, an invoca-
tion? In enacting the form, does the 
piece share in some of its power? A 
strange combination of sincerity and 
dry humor runs throughout it all, as 
the double-consciousness built into 
the piece throws everything glee-
fully up in the air, suspended some-
where between the rehearsal of dead 
forms (whether political or aesthetic) 
and the activation of new ones.

That’s a salubrious position, 

encouraged by the context at large. 
Or so I couldn’t help thinking. Was it 
merely coincidence that after leaving 
rehearsal one night I walked directly 
into road blocks, sirens, and hundreds 
of cops — the wake left by a president 
and secretary of state on political 
shopping sprees? Is the power that 
creates such disruption, traffic, and 
annoyance wherever it goes, like some 
heedless B-movie giant, even related 
to the power invested in local gov-
ernment? Was it just coincidence that 
after leaving another rehearsal a few 
days later, the Chronicle building was 
papered over in posters reading, “the 
media lies as Gaza dies,” this time the 
unsanctioned wake of a protest on 
behalf of the powerless?

For a moment there, Occupy took 
back government from representative 
bodies and held it in the bodies of real 
people, acting on their own behalf. It 
was wild, unexpected, and startlingly 
easy. It was also strikingly creative — 
and art was everywhere in the move-
ment. It’s become clearer since then 
that the relationship between art and 
politics is a much more serious ques-
tion than many of us had realized. 
We can’t afford a paucity of imagi-
nation in either. We need the room 
and wherewithal to ask questions. If 
nothing else, City Council Meeting asks 
questions. Including these:

“Are we working together? Are 
we capable of it? Is that why this 
structure is here? Or is that what the 
structure prevents?” 2

City CounCil Meeting

Fri/1-Sat/2, 7pm; Sun/3, 2pm, $20

Z Space

450 Florida, SF

www.zspace.org

Democracy wow!
ARts + CultuRe 

texAs style: City CounCil Meeting hAs tAken the stAge in vARious Cities, 
inCluding this 2012 pRoduCtion in houston. photo by DaviD a. brown/DabFoto
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ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH
ADVANCE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 9 PM - $6 ELBO ROOM PRESENTS

FLEECE
MICHAEL AND THE STRANGE 
LAND, ULTRA LIGHT, BAUS

THURSDAY, JULY 31, 9:30 PM - $6
FUNKTIFIED-ELECTRO-TROPICAL-GETDOWN

HI LIFE
WITH RESIDENT DJS 

PLEASUREMAKER & IZZY WISE
FRIDAY, AUGUST 1, 10 PM - $12 ADV /$15 DOOR 

ELBO ROOM PRESENTS

LA MISA 
NEGRA 

PLUS

LAS BAOMBERAS 
DE LA BAHIA

EARLY SHOW: SATURDAY, AUGUST 2, 6:30 PM – 9 PM - $5 

RED LIGHT LIT  
READING SERIES EXPLORING LOVE, LUST, DESIRE, AND 

SEXUALITY WITH MUSICAL GUEST JUSTIN FRAHM

LATE SHOW: SATURDAY, AUGUST 2, 10 PM - $10 
SPINNING 60S SOUL 45S

SATURDAY 
NIGHT SOUL 

PARTY 
WITH DJS LUCKY, PAUL PAUL,

AND PHENGREN OSWALD
$5 DISCOUNT IN SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE    

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 9 PM - FREE BEFORE 9:30 /$6 AFTER 

DUB MISSION 
PRESENTS THE BEST IN DUB, ROOTS REGGAE & DANCEHALL

DJ SEP
MANEESH THE 

TWISTER
AND DJ MESSINJA 

(CULTURE 45, STRONGHOLD) 
SPINNING AN ALL-VINYL SET OF 80S-90S DANCEHALL, 

RARE CUTS & DIGITAL BASS CLASSICS

MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 9 PM - $6 
ELBO ROOM PRESENTS

HURRY UP 
SHOTGUN
SONGS FOR SNAKES

SKINAFFECT
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 8:30 PM - $8

SID PRESLEY PRESENTS A NIGHT OF INTERNATIONAL SURF ROCK

THE KILAUEAS 
(GERMANY)

THREESOME (SERBIA)
BAD BAD, AND DJ SID PRESLEY
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 9 PM - $8 ADV / $10 DOOR

SURFACE TENSION & BODYSHOCK PRESENT

XENO & 
OAKLANDER 
FLAAMINGOS

VANIISH 
AND DJS JUSTIN (SURFACE TENSION) 

& CRACKWHORE (BODYSHOCK)

U P C O M I N G  S H O W S
THU 8/7 HI LIFE

FRI 8/8 ONE DROP
SAT 8/9 TORMENTA TROPICAL

SUN 8/10 DUB MISSION: DJ JIMMY LOVE
MON 8/11 RECESS RECORDS TOUR

TUE 8/12 BOMBSHELL BETTY
WED 8/13 CAGE/ SADISTIK

E V E R Y T U E S D A Y 2 F O R 1 W I T H T H I S A D
EVERY SUNDAY!  S F COMEDY S HOWCASE
“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!”–DAVE CHAPPELLE

PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM  • FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF • TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF
444 BATTERY STREET • 18 & OVER • 2 DRINK MINIMUM • ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE • 415-397-7573

SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY!

Newspaper: GUARDIAN

publish Date: 7/30/2014

art Due: 7/25

CoNteNt: pUNch/cobb’s

size: 1/10 pAGe (1.89 X 5.42 ”)

art proDuCtioN: sAchA pfeIfeR (720) 239-3411

ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum • 18 & older with valid ID
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO • SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320

Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St.
WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM

Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject
to change without notice. All tickets are subject to

applicable service charges. Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office.  

follow
us on

twitter
and

facebook!

THURSDAY 7/31 - SATURDAY 8/2
(July 31: SmarteSt man in theWorld podcaSt taping!)
GREG PROOPS
patrick keane, dhaya lakShminarayanan

FRIDAY 8/1 - SUNDAY 8/3
JEFF ROSS

Comedy Central’s “Roastmaster General”!

weDneSDAY 7/30
TuESday & LauRa PRESEnT:

ESTROGEn EnTRéE w/a SidE Of BaLLS

THURSDAY 8/7 - SATURDAY 8/9
From conan and

late night With Jimmy Fallon!
BaROn VauGHn

Bryan cook, John roSS

THURSDAY 8/7 - SATURDAY 8/9
JIM NORTON

From Inside Amy Schumer and Down & Dirty w/Jim Norton!

TUeSDAY 8/5
PaRaGOn COmmERCiaL BROkERaGE PRESEnTS:

amERiCan mE COmEdy 
wiTH BEn GLEiB Of CHELSEa LaTELy!

TUeSDAY 8/12 - weDneSDAY 8/13
From 24!
maRy Lynn RaJSkuB
dean delray, JeSSe Fernandez

THURSDAY 8/21 - SUNDAY 8/24
bIll bEllAMY

From Last Comic Standing!

THURSDAY 8/14 - SUNDAY 8/17
HAl SPARKS

From Talk Soup and Queer As Folk!

THURSDAY 7/31
cONFESSIONS OF A FAT PlAYER

w/ Justin Harrison

By Rita Felciano
arts@sfbg.com

DANCE If you have attended any ODC 
Theater presentations in the last 
couple of years, chances are you’ll 
recognize Christy Bolingbroke. Until 
recently, she was the ODC Theater 
director, and the one who welcomed 
audiences with unmatched enthusi-
asm. Now that she has added ODC 
deputy director for advancement 
to her title, she will be able to pour 
even more energy into two of her 
passions: performance and connect-
ing audiences with it.

One of her initiatives, the 
Walking Distance Dance Festival, 
has offered double bills on two 
different ODC stages and allowed 
audiences to discuss the perfor-
mances while navigating between 
the venues. During the festival’s 
late May run, the 300 block of 
Shotwell Street never looked more 
alive. Bolingbroke’s latest project is 
the ambitious, almost month-long 
Music Moves Festival (July 31- 
Aug. 24), which looks at the rela-
tionship between dance and music.

The timing of the festival, 
Bolingbroke explains, is tied to ODC’s 
first Next Moves Summer Intensive, 
a two-week residency program for 
professional and budding dancers 
which ODC hopes to expand into 
something larger, not unlike the 
Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival in 
Massachusetts. Music Moves is a 
way to expose these students — and 
the audience — to different ways of 
thinking about looking and listening.

Music and dance, of course, have 
been connected since time imme-
morial. Many culturally specific 
genres, such as African, Hawaiian, 
Indian, and flamenco, are still 
unthinkable without this symbiotic 
relationship. Concert dance, ballet 
included, however, has developed a 
more ambiguous association with 
musical compositions. Think of 
Merce Cunningham’s works, where 
the sound simply ran along a paral-
lel track to the dance. Today’s cho-
reographers may choose an existing 

score, commission one, work in 
tandem with a composer, forego 
music entirely, or use it solely in the 
background like wallpaper.

As marketing director for 
the Mark Morris Dance Group, 
Bolingbroke became intimately aware 
of how dance and music inform each 
other. But she also realized that dance 
audiences are much smaller than 
those for music. “So if I can pull in a 
few more people to see dance because 
of the music that was used, that is 
exciting for me,” she says. “We’re not 
booking the super stars of contempo-
rary dance. This is really for audienc-
es interested in the creative process, 
and in being able to think about per-
formance in a different way.”

The festival opens with ODC/
Dance’s highly popular “Summer 
Sampler,” which this year includes 
Brenda Way’s Breathing Underwater, a 
collaboration with cellist Zoe Keating; 
Way’s Life Saving Maneuvers, set to a 
commissioned score by Jay Cloidt; 
and KT Nelson’s Scramble, her take on 
a couple dancing to a Bach cello suite.

The festival’s closing night pro-
gram highlights alumni of ODC’s 
Pilot program: deaf dancer Antoine 
Hunter and ballet-trained Milissa 
Payne Bradley. Says Bolingbroke, 
“Antoine has interesting things to say 
about the fact that we hear music, 
while he feels it. Milissa challenges 
herself not to start choreography with 
music, as she had been trained to do.”

Other programs include 
“Tuesday is Tunesday” setups, with 
choreographers like Eric Kupers — 
who started out in modern dance, but 
with his Dandelion Dance Theater’s 
Bandelion Ensemble has increasingly 
blurred lines between dance, music, 
and community action (Aug 5). 

There’s also body music pioneer Keith 
Terry, making a rare local appearance 
on his home turf with his Corposonic 
ensemble (Aug 12).

Bolingbroke is also intrigued 
by the intersection of concert per-
formance and pop culture, so the 
idea of having a culturally-rooted 
form like taiko collaborating with 
a DJ proved irresistible. So for one 
night it will be San Jose Taiko x The 
Bangerz in what the program calls 
“a musical conversation between 
taiko and hip-hop” (Aug 17).

Also on the pop side of this fes-
tival will be Napita Kappor’s Hindu 
Swing, her fusion of Bollywood and 
jazz; she shares an evening with 
Cuba’s salsa band Rueda Con Ritmo 
(Aug 22-23). Pearl Marill, who likes 
to meld theater, modern dance, and 
comedy, will premiere Some Bodies 
Confessional (Aug 10-11). Irresistibly 
Drawn, Joe Goode’s evening of 
song and dance (Aug 3-4), includes 
former company member Marit 
Brook-Kothlow and singer-songwriter 
Holcombe Waller, who will also have 
his own show (Aug 19).

Kate Weare is returning one 
more time to set work on ODC’s 
dancers. Drop Down is her take 
on the tango, and Still Life with 
Avalanche is a collaboration with 
Brenda Way. The evening also fea-
tures Rande Paufve’s recent Soil, her 
musing on aging, set to a live cello 
and piano score (Aug 14-16).

Finally, the young but already 
much acclaimed Dance Heginbotham 
will present three works, includ-
ing one of the late Remy Charlip’s 
Air Mail Dances (Aug 7-9). Says 
Bolingbroke, “I have been inter-
ested in them for a while, particu-
larly as a 21st century version [of] 
Mark Morris,” with whom John 
Heginbotham danced for 14 years. “So 
it’s exciting to be able to present the 
company’s West Coast debut.” 2

Music Moves Festival

July 31-Aug 24, $25-45

ODC Theater

3153 17th St, SF

www.odctheater.org

aRts + cultuRe dance

In tune
Dancers explore  

fresh rhythms at the 

Music Moves Festival

BRooklyn-Based dance HeginBotHaM  
Makes its West coast deBut at tHe Festival. 
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375 ELEVENTH ST.
415-626-1409

ADVANCE TIX @
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM

FRIDAY AUGUST 1
POINT BREAK LIVE 
/ TERMINATOR TOO: 
JUDGEMENT PLAY  -
DOUBLE FEATURE!!
FRI DAY  AUG UST  1
BOURGEOIS PRESENTS:  
EL ELLE 
W/ DOT PUNTO, ISHI, THE Y AXES
SUN DAY  AUG UST  3
GRENDEL
W/ LUDOVICO TECHNIQUE 
ELECTRONIC COMMANDO
THURS DAY  AUG UST  7
THE BODY RAMPANT
W/ IDLEHANDS, BELLE NOIRE, 
THE SOONEST
FRI DAY  AUG UST  8
BOURGEOIS PRESENTS:  
BRASIL
MEMORY MOTEL
GRANDMA’S BOYFRIEND
WED NESDAY  AUG UST  13 
SUBURBAN LEGENDS
W/ SPACE MONKEY GANGSTAS
SKANDALISM
WED NESDAY  AUG UST  20
THE SPIRITUAL BAT (ROME,IT)  
W/ CRIMSON SCARLETT, 
HEADLESS LIZZY
TUES DAY  AUG UST  26
MEN WITHOUT HATS
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS
THUR SDAY  AUG UST  28 
CORROSION OF CONFORMITY 
W/ BL’AST, BRANT BJORK 
& THE LOW DESERT PUNK 
BAND, LORD DYING
FRI DAY  AUG UST  29 
LEOPOLD AND HIS FICTION 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS

ALL SHOWS ALL AGES
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Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues to con-
firm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita Felciano, and 
Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items for the listings at 
listings@sfbg.com.

THEATER
OpEning
The Habit of Art Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, SF; 
www.therhino.org. $15-25. Previews Thu/31-Fri/1, 
8pm; Sat/2, 3pm. Opens Sat/2, 8pm. Runs Wed-
Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 3pm). Through Aug 23. Theatre 
Rhinoceros presents the return engagement of Alan 
Bennett’s “very British comedy” about a meeting 
between Benjamin Britten, W.H. Auden, and other 
figures from throughout time, including their future 
biographer.
Noises Off! Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, SF; www.
sheltontheater.org. $38. Opens Fri/1, 8pm. Runs 
Thu-Sat, 8pm. Through Oct 25. Shelton Theater per-
forms Michael Frayn’s outrageous backstage comedy.
Show Down! Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, SF; www.
thunderbirdtheatre.com. $15-25. Opens Fri/1, 
8pm. Runs Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 3pm. Through Aug 
16. Thunderbird Theatre performs an original com-
edy, set amid a war against technology at the last 
all-live TV station left in the United States.

OngOing
Each and Every Thing Marsh San Francisco Main 
Stage, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $20-
50. Thu-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 8:30pm. Extended through 
Aug 24. The latest solo show from celebrated writ-
er-performer Dan Hoyle (Tings Dey Happen, The 
Real Americans) winds a more random course than 
usual across the country and abroad but then that’s 
the idea — or at least Hoyle warns us, right after 
an opening encounter with a touchy young white 
supremacist, that the trip he’s taking us on is a sub-
tle one. Displaying again his exceptional gifts as a 
writer and protean performer, Hoyle deftly embodies 
a set of real-life encounters as a means of exploring 
the primacy and predicament of face-to-face com-
munication in the age of Facebook. With the help of 
director Charlie Varon (who co-developed the piece 
with Hoyle and Maureen Towey), this comes across 
in an entertaining and swift-flowing 75-minute act 
that includes a witty rap about “phone zombies” and 
a Dylan-esque screed at a digital detox center. But 
the purported subject of connection, or lack there 
of, in our gadget-bound and atomized society is 
neither very original nor very deeply explored — nor 
is it necessarily very provocative in a theater, before 
an audience already primed for the live encounter. 
Far more interesting and central here is Hoyle’s 
relationship with his old college buddy Pratim, an 
Indian American in post-9/11 America whose words 
are filled with laid-back wisdom and wry humor. 
Also intriguing is the passing glimpse of early family 
life in the Hoyle household with Dan’s celebrated 
artist father, and working-class socialist, Geoff 
Hoyle. These relationships, rather than the sketches 
of strangers (albeit very graceful ones), seem the 
worthier subjects to mine for truth and meaning. 
Indeed, there’s a line spoken by Pratim that could 
sum up the essence of Hoyle’s particular art: “It’s 
so much better,” he says, “when you find yourself 
in other people than when you just find yourself.” 
Hoyle’s real frontier could end up being much more 
personal terrain, much closer to home. (Avila)
Foodies! The Musical Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, SF; www.foodiesthemusical.com. $32-34. 
Fri-Sat, 8pm. Open-ended. AWAT Productions 
presents Morris Bobrow’s musical comedy 
revue all about food.
God Fights the Plague Marsh San Francisco 
Studio Theater, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.
themarsh.org. $15-100. Sat, 8:30pm; 
Sun, 7pm. Through Aug 10. The Marsh 
presents a solo show written by and 
starring 18-year-old theater phe-
nom Dezi Gallegos.
The Guerrillas of Powell 
Street Bindlestiff 
Studio, 185 Sixth 
St, SF; www.
bindlestiffstudio.
org. $10-20. 
Fri/1-Sat/2, 
8pm. Bindlestiff 
Studio presents the 
world premiere of the 
English translation of Rody 
Vera’s play about Filipino 
World War II veterans in San 
Francisco, based on Benjamin 
Pimentel’s novel.

Into the Woods San Francisco Playhouse, 450 
Post, SF; www.sfplayhouse.org. $20-120. Tue-Thu, 
7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 3pm); Sun, 2pm. 
Through Sept 6. SF Playhouse performs Stephen 
Sondheim’s fractured fairy-tale musical.
Patterns Dennis Gallagher Arts Pavilion (in the 
French American International High School), 66 
Page, SF; www.thenewstage.com. $30. Wed-Sat, 
8pm. Through Aug 16. The New Stage’s premiere of 
company founder Amy Munz’s solo work is one of the 
more intelligent and sophisticated debuts (by both 
a new company and a young artist) in recent mem-
ory. It’s an ambitious and notably subtle, serious, 
unsentimental exploration of love, in which a dynamic 
Munz — on a wide bare stage bounded on three sides 
by her own wonderfully evocative three-channel 
video-scape — plays several characters, and three in 
particular: Amot, Abigail, and Ava, whose stories are 
slyly interwoven. Amot, the principal focus across two 
discrete acts, is a young woman raised by her widowed 
father in his butcher shop, who later falls in love with a 
young man. But her story, like that of the other young 
women, comes to us in a form more like the stream of 
consciousness, fractured and expansive in the dis-
juncture and interplay between Munz’s ardently com-
mitted performance and the shrewd audio and visual 
environment surrounding the audience — a manufac-
tured landscape of memory, desire, and role-playing 
in which to some extent the audience is free to find its 
own way and discover its own truths. Part two further 
integrates the voices of the other young women, 
Abigail and Ava, forming a mesh of narratives and 
associations stimulating in their intellectual, visual, 
and aural juxtapositions. This is a work that demands 
a kind of letting go, but also invites full participation 
of the viewer’s imagination, as the rich mise-en-scène 
and Munz’s intense, unflinching performance unfold 
with unexpected abundance. (Avila)
The Scion Marsh San Francisco, 1062 Valencia, 
SF; www.themarsh.org.$30-100. Sat, 5pm. 
Through Aug 23. Brian Copeland’s hit solo show, 
“a tale of privilege, murder, and sausage,” returns 
to the Marsh.
Sex and the City: Live!! Victoria Theatre, 2961 
16th St, SF; sexandthecitylive.eventbrite.com. 
$30. Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 7pm. Through Aug 10. 
Velvet Rage Productions presents two new live 
episodes of the hit HBO show, with an all-star drag 
cast (Lady Bear, Heklina, D’Arcy Drollinger, and 
RuPaul’s Drag Race runner-up Alaska).
Shit & Champagne Rebel, 1772 Market, SF; 
shitandchampagne.eventbrite.com. $25. Fri-Sat, 
8pm. Open-ended. D’Arcy Drollinger is Champagne 
White, bodacious blond innocent with a wicked left 
hook in this cross-dressing ’70s-style white-sploi-
tation flick, played out live on Rebel’s intimate but 
action-packed barroom stage. Written by Drollinger 
and co-directed with Laurie Bushman, this high-oc-
tane camp send-up of a favored formula comes 
dependably stocked with stock characters and 
delightfully protracted by a convoluted plot — all of 
it played to the hilt by an excellent cast. (Avila)
Sweet Maladies Brava Theater Center, 2781 
24th St, SF; www.brava.org. $15. Thu/31-Sat/1, 
8pm; Sun/3, 3pm. Three sisters, former slaves in 
the household of a petulant mistress, hesitate in 
the uncertain wake of their formal emancipation in 
Zakiyyah Alexander’s tightly written, potent new 
drama. Cecile (Britney Frazier) is the haughty rebel 
to older sister Polly’s (Kehinde Koyejo) gentler, 
more cautious nature, while youngest sister Mary 
(Stefanée Martin) is the seeming innocent 
who has nevertheless absorbed the full 

range of slavery’s 
debased 

opera-
tions 
— a 

fact made clear by Mary vis-à-vis her ragdoll in a star-
tlingly well done soliloquy. As witty as it is ferocious, 
the play — rewardingly inspired by Jean Genet’s The 
Maids — is at one level all about role-playing. Even 
as the sisters appropriate and swap roles with each 
other and their cruel yet needy and equally unmoored 
mistress (Lisa Ann Porter), a small minstrel stage 
serves the action as a point of surreal underscoring, 
adding another layer to the cultural morass in which 
they struggle for definition and agency. Furtive in 
its unfolding, the play nevertheless plunges with 
productive candor into the convoluted violence of 
American society and culture, its compact yet subtle 
excavation well served by this intimate production in 
Brava’s upstairs studio theater, where Edris Cooper-
Anifowoshe directs a uniformly strong cast in sharp 
and lucid performances. (Avila)
Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind Boxcar 
Theatre, 505 Natoma, SF; www.sfneofuturists.com. 
$11-16. Fri-Sat, 9pm. Ongoing. The Neo-Futurists 
perform Greg Allen’s spontaneous, ever-changing 
show that crams 30 plays into 60 minutes.
BAy ArEA
As you Like It Forest Meadows Amphitheater, 890 
Belle, Dominican University of California, San Rafael; 
www.marinshakespeare.org. Donations accepted. 
Runs in repertory Fri-Sun through Aug 10; visit web-
site for specific performance dates and times. It’s 
outdoor Shakespeare season in the Bay Area! Marin 
Shakespeare kicks off its 25th season with a classic 
production of the Bard’s gender-bending comedy.
Dracula Inquest Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, 
Berk; www.centralworks.org. $15-28. Thu-Sat, 
8pm; Sun, 5pm. Through Aug 17. Central Works 
performs Gary Graves’ mystery inspired by the Bram 
Stoker vampire classic.
The Great Pretender Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield, Palo Alto; www.theatreworks.org. $19-
74. Wed/30, 7:30pm; Thu/31-Sat/2, 8pm (also 
Sat/2, 2pm); Sun/3, 2 and 7pm. TheatreWorks 
performs the world premiere of David West Read’s 
bittersweet comedy.
Monsieur Chopin Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2025 Addison, Shattuck; www.berkeleyrep.org. 
$29-87. Tue and Thu-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 2pm); 
Wed and Sun, 7pm (also Wed, 2pm). Through Aug 
10. Hershey Felder stars in his musical biography of 
legendary composer Chopin.
Old Money Barn Theatre, 30 Sir Francis Drake, 
Ross; www.rossvalleyplayers.com. $10-26. Thu, 
7:30pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Aug 17. 
Ross Valley Players performs Wendy Wasserstein’s 
New York City-set comedy.
The ripple Effect This week: Montclair Ball Field, 
6300 Moraga, Montclair; www.sfmt.org. Wed/30, 
7pm. Free (donations accepted). Also Sat/2-Sun/3, 
4pm, Southside Park, Bandshell, Sixth and T Sts, 
Sacramento. Through Sept 1 at various NorCal ven-
ues. The veteran San Francisco Mime Troupe stays 
current by skewering San Francisco’s ever-dividing 
economy; think rising rents, tech-bus protests, and 
(natch) Glassholes.
romeo and Juliet Forest Meadows Amphitheater, 
890 Belle, Dominican University of California, San 
Rafael; www.marinshakespeare.org. $12-35. Runs 
in repertory Fri-Sun through Sept 28; visit website 
for specific performance dates and times. Marin 
Shakespeare continues its 25th season with the 
Bard’s timeless tragedy.
Shrek the Musical Julia Morgan Theatre, 2640 
College, Berk; www.berkeleyplayhouse.org. $17-60. 
Wed/30-Thu/31, 7pm; Sat/2, 1 and 6pm; Sun/3, 

noon and 5pm. Berkeley Playhouse performs the 
musical based on the DreamWorks fairy tale film.

“Splathouse Double Feature” La Val’s 
Subterranean, 1834 Euclid, Berk; http://
impacttheatre.com. $10-25. Thu-Sat, 8pm. 

Through Aug 9. Impact Theatre performs The 
Sadist and Eegah!, film and live performance 

blends inspired by the classic exploitation movies.
The Taming of the Shrew This week: Memorial 
Park Amphitheater, Stevens Creek at Mary, 
Cupertino; www.sfshakes.org. Free. Fri/1-Sun/3, 
7:30pm. Continues through Sept 21 at various Bay 
Area venues. Free Shakespeare in the Park pres-
ents this take on the Bard’s barb-filled romance.
12th Night Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby, Berk; www.
shotgunplayers.org. $20-35. Wed-Thu, 7pm; Fri-
Sat, 8pm; Sun, 5pm. Through Aug 17. Shotgun 

Players take a fresh approach to the Shakespeare 
classic, using folk music and other twists. 2
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Ellsworth Kelly, Roy Lichtenstein, Robert Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns, 
Frank Stella, and more. See this captivating selection from the greatest 
masters of the postwar era, including a rare display of Barnett Newman’s 
15-painting masterpiece The Stations of the Cross: Lema Sabachthani.

This exhibition is organized by the National Gallery of Art, Washington, and the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. Presenting Sponsors: Penny 
and James George Coulter. Director’s Circle: Estate of Dr. Charles L. Dibble. President’s Circle: Bernard Osher Foundation. Curator’s Circle: Lisa and 
Douglas Goldman Fund. Conservator’s Circle: National Endowment for the Arts and the S. Grace Williams Trust. Benefactor’s Circle: Nion T. McEvoy. 
Patron’s Circle: Carol and Shelby Bonnie, Richard and Peggy Greenfield, the Ednah Root Foundation, and Dorothy Saxe, and Sotheby’s. The exhibition 
is supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities.

HERBST EXHIBITION GALLERIES

Roy Lichtenstein, Painting with Statue of Liberty, 1983. Oil and Magna on canvas. National Gallery of Art, Washington, Collection of Robert and Jane 
Meyerhoff. © Estate of Roy Lichtenstein

JUNE 7–OCTOBER 12

Open late Friday nights! Free music, performances, art-making, and more!

Listings are compiled by Guardian staff. Submit 
items for the listings at listings@sfbg.com. For 
further information on how to submit items for 
the listings, see Selector.

Wednesday 30
“We are CA: Yosemite Stories with Latino 
Outdoors” California Historical Society, 678 
Mission, SF; www.californiahistoricalsociety.
org. 6:15pm, $5. Panel discussion featuring 
Latino Outdoors founder Jose Gonzalez and 
others sharing stories about Yosemite and other 
national parks.

thursday 31
“Pretty in Ink: The Trina Robbins Collection” 
Cartoon Art Museum, 655 Mission, SF; www.
cartoonart.org. 6-8pm, free. Reception for 
the exhibit with a curator-led tour, featuring 
highlights from the personal archives of comics 
“herstorian” Trina Robbins. The focus is on 
North American woman cartoonists from the 
early 20th century.

Friday 1
“Jack’s Night Market” Webster Plaza, Jack 
London Square, Broadway at Embarcadero, 
Oakl; www.jacklondonsquare.com. 6-10pm, 
free. Outdoor bazaar with street performers 
celebrating Oakland artists, music, and food. 
All beer and wine sales benefit the Sustainable 
Business Alliance and Oakland Grown.

saturday 2
Art + Soul Oakland Downtown Oakland (adja-
cent to the 12th St/City Center BART station); 
www.artandsouloakland.com. Noon-6pm, 
free. Through Sun/3. Live music is Art + Soul’s 
main draw, but a new event — the Oaktown 
Throwdown BBQ competition — will surely be a 
popular addition.
Bay Area Aloha Festival San Mateo County 
Event Center, 1346 Saratoga, San Mateo; www.
pica-org.org. 10am-5pm, free. Through Sun/3. 
The Pacific Islanders’ Cultural Association show-
cases Polynesian dance and island cuisine at its 
annual event.
“Baycation Day” Classic Cars West, 411 
26th St, Oakl; http://oaklandartmurmur.org/
events/baycation-day. 1-5pm, free. Oakland Art 
Murmur and Broke-Ass Stuart present this after-
noon of beer garden-ing, with arts and crafts 
by local artists, photo workshops, a display of 
classic cars, and food and drink, followed by the 
Saturday Stroll Art Walk at nearby galleries.
“Carnival of Stars” Richmond Auditorium, 
403 Civic Center Plaza, Richmond; www.

carnivalofstars.com. 10am-10pm (also Sun/3, 
10am-8pm), $6-15. Family-friendly fantasy 
festival with classic horror films, belly dancing, 
magicians, live music, comics, and more.
Nihonmachi Street Fair Post between Laguna 
and Fillmore, SF; www.nihonmachistreetfair.
org. 11am, free. Through Sun/3. This long-run-
ning community event celebrates Asian-Pacific 
American life with performances, food, activities 
for kids, and more. Plus: the crowd-pleasing dog 
pageant and accompanying parade.
“19th Annual Wienerschnitzel Wiener 
Nationals — Bay Area Regionals” Santa Clara 
County Fair, 344 Tully, San Jose; http://wwn-
races.com. Noon (check-in); 2:30pm (prelims); 
4pm (finals). Free for participants (fair admis-
sion, $5-8; parking, $5). Dachshunds waddle 
their way to the finish in the hopes of being 
crowned “Bay Area’s Top Dog.” The winning wie-
ner gets a trip to the 2014 Wiener National Finals 
in San Diego.

sunday 3
“Cupcakes and Muffintops v6.0” Humanist 
Hall, 390 27th St, SF; cupcakesandmuffintops.
wordpress.com. Noon-4pm, $10 suggested 
donation (no one turned away). Dance company 
Big Moves, “fat queer community” NOLOSE, 
and the FatFriendlyFunders co-host this benefit 
sale of gender-inclusive clothing — with an 
emphasis on “size large and up, up, and up” — 
and baked goods. Bargains galore!
Jerry Day Jerry Garcia Amphitheater, McLaren 
Park, 45 John F. Shelley, SF; www.jerryday.org. 
11:30am, free (donate for reserved seating). 
Live music (with Melvin Seals and JGB, Stu Allen 
and Mars Hotel, Tea Leaf Trio, and more) honors 
the legacy of the Grateful Dead star, who grew up 
on nearby Harrington Street in the Excelsior.
“Poetry Unbound #15” Art House Gallery, 
2905 Shattuck, Berk; http://berkeleyarthouse.
wordpress.com. 5pm, $5 (no one turned away). 
Poetry reading with Daniel Yaryan, Hollie Hardie, 
and Gary Turchin, plus open mic.

Monday 4
“From Ignorance to Acceptance: How the 
LGBTQ Movement Has Evolved in a Lifetime” 
Commonwealth Club, 595 Market St, Second 
Flr, SF; www.commonwealthclub.com. 6pm, 
$7-20. Political activist and author James 
Hormel discusses how LGBTQ Americans have 
gained visibility since 1945.

tuesday 5
“Litquake’s Epicenter” Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, 
SF; www.litquake.org. 7pm, $5-15. Literary 
event hosting the launch of Edan Lepucki’s new 
novel, California. 2

arts + culture on the cheap

hot dog! dachshunds hit the track at the 19th annual Wiener 
nationals sat/2 at the santa clara county Fair.



By Cheryl eddy
cheryl@sfbg.com

FILM “The First World War holds the 
distinction of being America’s most 
popular conflict while it lasted, and 
the most hated as soon as it was 
over,” writes Russell Merritt in the 
intro to his guest-curated Pacific 
Film Archive series “Over the Top 
and Into the Wire: WWI on Film.” 
Though World War I is a much less 
popular cinematic subject than 
WWII, or even the Vietnam War, its 
complexities mean that the films it 
did inspire continue to fascinate.

The PFA series kicks off Sat/2 
with Charlie Chaplin’s Shoulder Arms 
(1918), in which the Little Tramp 
heads “over there” and becomes a 
most unlikely hero. Included in that 
same program are Disney short Great 
Guns (1927), and Winsor McCay’s 
The Sinking of the Lusitania (1918), a 
fiery argument in favor of America 
going to war, as well as one of the 
first animated documentaries.

“Over the Top” also includes 
two silent epics (D.W. Griffith’s 1918 
Hearts of the World, and Alexander 
Dovzhenko’s 1929 Arsenal); three 
certified classics (Jean Renoir’s 1937 
POW saga Grand Illusion; Lewis 
Milestone’s harrowing 1930 All Quiet 
on the Western Front; and Stanley 
Kubrick’s 1957 Paths of Glory, star-
ring an impeccably furious Kirk 
Douglas); and a Washington-set 
oddity: Gregory La Cava’s 1933 
Gabriel Over the White House. 

I spoke with Merritt, an adjunct 
professor in UC Berkeley’s Film and 
Media Studies Department, just days 
before the 100-year anniversary of 
the war’s outbreak on July 28, 1914.

SF Bay Guardian How did you become 
interested in World War I films?
Russell Merritt For me, World War I is 
the event that shaped the 20th centu-
ry, more than the Depression or World 
War II — and to see how films con-
tributed is one of those endlessly inter-
esting kinds of problems. They were 
mainly part of the war hysteria that 
gripped the country starting in 1917, 
and that in itself is of interest, because 
we were so opposed to the war just a 
few years before that, and we became 
even more opposed to the war after it 
was all over. The movies reflect that. 
Trying to account for these dramatic 
mood swings is part of the fascination.

SFBG How did you select the films in 
the series?
RM I tried to find both classics and 
some off-center ones. I suspect nobody 
who does a series on the First World 

War is going to forget All Quiet on 
the Western Front, Grand Illusion, or 
Paths of Glory, but few would think 
of Dovzhenko’s Arsenal or Gabriel 
Over the White House — though those 
enable us to get to some hidden 
aspects, or lesser-known aspects, of the 
ways in which the war was considered.

Of the war films that were made 
during the war, the only two that any-
body remembers are a cartoon [The 
Sinking of the Lusitania] and a comedy 
featurette [Shoulder Arms]. Meanwhile, 
the most popular war film made 
during the war, D.W. Griffith’s Hearts 
of the World, with Lillian Gish, is all 
but forgotten.

SFBG World War I coincided with the 
early days of cinema. What bearing do 
you think the two had on each other?
RM In the case of Hearts of the World, 
it has a direct bearing. This produc-
tion was unique in that Griffith is the 
only filmmaker — the only American 
filmmaker, the only fiction filmmak-
er — to be allowed onto battlefields, 
and onto the training grounds in 
England, to use the armies more or 
less as extras. It represents this great 
effort at trying to use motion picture 
fiction films as what would have been 
called “informational films” back 
then — today, we would call them 
war propaganda films. It reflects this 
fascination with movies as the latest 
medium with which to try to influ-
ence public opinion.

One of the most fascinating 
things about this film is Griffith is an 
American, world-famous for [1915’s] 

Birth of a Nation. He is invited by the 
British to make a feature film that 
will encourage Americans to join the 
war, or at least to be sympathetic to 
the Allied side of the war.

But by the time he arrived in 
Europe, the war had already come 
to America. So the project changed, 
and he created an American story 
about the war. I’m shortening a 
story that goes on even longer, but 
this kind of crazy wandering from 
one project to another reflects the 
difficulty of trying to find an image 
for the war other than making the 
Germans hideous, lustful barbarians. 
How do you portray the battles, the 
French, the Americans? That’s all 
being changed as he’s making the 
film, and he starts falling back on 
the patterns that he used when try-
ing to sell the Civil War [in Nation].

All of this relates to your question, 
because today we have a quite pro-
nounced way of selling government, 
or more frequently anti-government 
documentaries. Back then were the 
very beginnings of this effort to use 
film for these types of social purposes.

SFBG Hearts used real soldiers, and 
some of the films, like Grand Illusion, 
don’t depict any battles, but some of 
the special effects in the other films are 
surprisingly impressive. Disembodied 
hands gripping the barbed wire in All 
Quiet on the Western Front...
RM That is an unforgettable image, 
even all these years later. There was 
also a silent version made of that, 
with that same shot in it. In some 

ways, Paths of Glory is the most shock-
ing of the films in the series, because 
it’s so angry. But the sheer horror of 
the war, I think, has never been bet-
ter illustrated [than in All Quiet].

This leads to a subtext in this 
series: In some ways, you could 
regard this as a kind of cross-section 
of the kinds of films that represent 
the war. But I have a particular argu-
ment to make, which is that the films 
help perpetuate the illusion that 
the war that Americans fought was 
interchangeable with the war that 
Europeans fought. All Quiet is a great 
example of that. To this day, we think 
the Americans fought in trenches, 
that our cause was as confused and 
as hopeless to understand as was the 
European cause, and so on.

But in fact, we fought quite a 
different war. Our reasons for going 
into the war were quite different, and 
the experiences we had in the war 
were quite different. You can ask a 
class, as I do, “How many of you had 
relatives that were killed in the First 
World War?” and just a sprinkling of 
hands will go up. Ask the same ques-
tion in Europe, and it doesn’t matter 
if it’s France, England, or Germany 
— all the hands will go up. That gets 
blurred over in these films, and I’d 
like [audiences] to reconsider that.

The other thing I want to do is 
show how the war was used as the 
teens gave way to the 1920s, and into 
the 1930s. It had different functions, 
especially during the Depression, 
[when it was] interpreted so that it 
was appropriate to this great eco-

nomic disaster. That’s the reason 
I’m including Gabriel Over the White 
House. And it has a much different 
purpose when it’s being incorporated 
into Soviet history; that’s why I’m 
showing the Ukranian film, Arsenal.

SFBG Perhaps it’s due to those complex-
ities, but World War I hasn’t become a 
part of pop culture, for lack of a better 
phrase, the way World War II has.
RM I can’t think of a modern film 
about America’s involvement in the 
First World War. I suspect with the 
American centennial coming up in 
2017, that will change. But even docu-
mentary filmmakers haven’t touched 
it. There was a 10-part British docu-
mentary series that was made 10 years 
ago, but we have nothing like that; 
Ken Burns isn’t going to do some-
thing on World War I. The strange 
part is, it may be as influential as any 
war we ever fought, certainly more 
than World War II, in shaping what 
kind of country we became.

SFBG Why did you only choose one film 
that was made after World War II? Is it 
because there just aren’t very many?
RM That’s one reason. And they’re not 
as interesting, since they more or less 
recycle the party line on World War 
I: it was terrible, it was unfair. There’s 
no new news coming out about the 
First World War after Kubrick’s movie, 
as far as I can tell.

SFBG Do you have a favorite among the 
movies you’re showing?
RM No, I love all my children 
[laughs]. When you see Grand Illusion, 
how can you not respond to Renoir’s 
humane view? This is the most gen-
erous view of the war, of officers, and 
of POWs, that you’ll ever see. It’s not 
exactly a comedy, but it’s this remark-
able way of reconciling enemies, and 
officers and enlisted men.

Paths of Glory never gets old. It’s 
based on a historic event that took 
place in 1914, and kept on taking 
place; soldiers were frequently being 
executed for mutiny or cowardice 
when a military operation became 
a disaster.

I haven’t seen All Quiet on the 
Western Front in a long time, and 
yet for me it’s unforgettable. The big 
battle scene comes toward the begin-
ning of the film, rather than where 
it usually comes at the end, and that 
makes all the difference. 2

Over the tOp and IntO the WIre: WWI On FIlm

Aug 2-27, $5.50-$9.50

Pacific Film Archive

2575 Bancroft, Berk

bampfa.berkeley.edu

Shots fired

FIlm 
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A PFA series 
brings World War I 
films into focus

hard FrenCh: KIrK dOuglas  
In Paths of Glory and  
Jean gaBIn (Center)  
In Grand IllusIon
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5 TEAMS. 5 CITIES. 
THE ULTIMATE URBAN 
UTILITY BIKE.

BIKE DESIGN REVEAL PARTY
JULY 25 : 6-9:30 PM
Pch LIME LAB
135 MISSISSIPPI ST - POTRERO hILL

VOTE NOW FOR
THE BEST BIKE!
OREGONMANIFEST.COM

By Dennis Harvey
arts@sfbg.com

FILM It is a conundrum of modern life 
that we encourage aggression in our 
heroes of the battlefield and playing 
field, then are shocked when they fail 
to act like gentlemen. The comparison 
may be forced in some ways — espe-
cially in the wildly unequal compen-
sation given people who risk their 
lives in uniform, versus those who risk 
a broken bone or concussion at worst. 
But both arenas are last bastions in 
which we celebrate unabashed machis-
mo, physical strength, and daring in 
real-life as opposed to fictive form.

Dan Krauss’ documentary The 
Kill Team is a vivid worst-case-scenar-
io illustration of that general issue. 
It’s unabashedly for the defense in 
the military-court case of US Army 
Pvt. Adam Winfield, who during the 
Afghanistan service he’d volunteered 
for became seriously disturbed by the 
deliberate murder of locals carried out 
by his squad commander, Staff Sgt. 
Calvin Gibbs. The latter purportedly 
told another grunt, “Afghanistan is a 
warrior’s paradise,” and was willing to 
make it so by planting grenades and 
other weapons after the fact on locals 
they’d “killed for sport.”

It was a big scandal when it 
broke in 2010, but The Kill Team’s 
focus is more scandalized by the fact 
that the military justice system tried 
to scapegoat Winfield as reward for 
his whistle-blowing. The film follows 
his months of legal counsel (after 
nearly a year in lockup) as he and 
his parents orchestrate their battle 
against a military court clearly deter-
mined to silence, if not outright kill, 
the messenger.

Pint-size Floridian Winfield defied 
his parents’ wishes when he enlist-
ed during post-9/11 wartime before 
his 18th birthday. Still, they figured 
opposing him would only stir resent-
ment when he’d always been so deter-
mined to follow in his Marine veteran 
father’s boot steps. But on-the-ground 
duty wasn’t what he, or anyone else, 
expected. As one of his ex-platoon 
mates says here, their Top Gun-inspired 
dreams of “kickin’ ass” nonstop 
crashed against the “boring as fuck” 
reality of Afghanistan, where “instead 
we’re forced to help ’em build a well, 
or a school, or whatever.”

“It was nothing like everyone 
hyped it up to be ... and that is proba-
bly partly why, uh, things happened,” 
continues Pvt. First Class Justin 

Stoner, who ironically later busted the 
whole business open by complaining 
about someone else’s hash smoking. 
The less overtly mindless Cpl. Jeremy 
Morlock explains the milieu in differ-
ent terms: “It’s like your whole exis-
tence is a series of tests. Are you man 
enough? Are you tough enough? Can 
you pull a trigger? Can you kill?”

Thirsting for any brief burst of 
adrenaline among overwhelming 
tedium, “bullshit,” and “hating life,” 
these raw recruits — they still all 
look like college freshmen — became 
susceptible to the siren song of Iraq 
veteran Gibbs, a Sgt. Rock type who’d 
create excitement if real life refused 
to provide it. According to the sol-
diers interviewed here (Gibbs himself 
isn’t heard from), their immediate 
superior regularly planned thrill-
kills of presumably innocent locals, 
planting weapons on them afterward 
to “prove” they were insurgents or at 
least Taliban sympathizers.

Gibbs was so gonzo he was appar-
ently assembling a finger-bone neck-
lace from the remains of his accumu-
lated kills. “They’re all savages, they’re 
all pieces of shit,” Winfield recalls 
Gibbs saying, trying to convince 
him their civilian casualties were less 
than human. But Winfield’s unease 
attracted attention even before he 
reached out to the company chaplain, 
or began begging his stateside father 
to inform authorities about “killing 
innocent people” via Facebook chats. 
While it was (honorably discharged) 
Stoner’s trivial complaint that ulti-
mately opened the whole can of 
worms in public, the threat Winfield’s 
queasy conscience posed caused him 
to get myriad thinly veiled death 
threats within his unit.

When Winfield finally flew 
home to anticipated protection as 
a whistle-blower, he was instead 
thrown into jail and accused of the 
crimes he’d exposed, with the ini-
tial charges against him carrying a 
life-sentence “minimum.” None-too-

subtle message: You coulda shut up, 
you didn’t, now eat it.

The Kill Team feels over-slick at 
times, in that nonfiction advoca-
cy-cinema mode where the film-
makers get so close to their subjects 
they can shoot them like actors. (Did 
Winfield’s parents really have such 
soul-searching moments in front of 
the camera? I wish I didn’t even won-
der.) Still, its extraordinary story can 
hardly help but involve and outrage.

Speaking of an Afghan farmer 
who barely looks adolescent in the 
photo we see — where grinning US 
soldiers pose with his corpse — Cpl. 
Morlock says “He didn’t register as a 
person, he was just, you know, there.” 
Yes, the US troops were dealing 
with a situation in which they were 
heavily regulated from interfering 
with a foreign culture, leaving them 
wide-open to lethal attacks from 
people they hadn’t previously been 
able to divide between civilians and 
terrorists. “Nobody’s innocent ... so 
fuck ‘em,” Morlock recalls as his atti-
tude. He blames this largely on the 
absent, macabre Gibbs, saying, “It 
was impossible not to surrender to 
the insanity of it all.”

A more sober, perhaps less 
self-serving perspective is offered by 
Stoner, who shrugs, “This goes on 
more than just us [i.e., the Kill Team 
unit]. We’re just the ones who got 
caught.” — and who alone among the 
central Army personnel here got hon-
orably discharged, re-enlisting a few 
months later. Then there’s Winfield 
himself, who looks like he’ll possibly 
never get over his post-traumatic 
depression and disillusionment. “It’s 
not how they portray it in movies, 
where it’s a bunch of honorable men 
with unshakable patriotism,” he says, 
pimply and pallid amid his long 
pre-military trial incarceration. “It’s 
just a bunch of guys with guns.” 2

THE KILL TEAM opens Fri/1 in Bay Area 
theaters.

Film Doc

Inglorious bastards
‘The Kill Team’ brings an ugly chapter in US military history to light

Queasy conscience: aDam WinFielD (center) DeFieD His parents to enlist 
in tHe military, But tHey supporteD Him tHrougHout His legal orDeal.
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LOCATION:

$10(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

FOR UNLIMITED

BEER
August 6, 2014 | 6pm-8pm

BENEFITTING:

SPONSORED BY:

Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. Reviewers 
are Kimberly Chun, Dennis Harvey, Lynn Rapoport, 
and Sara Maria Vizcarrondo. For rep house show-
times, see Rep Clock. For complete film listings, see 
www.sfbg.com.

San franciSco jewiSh 
film feStival
The 34th San Francisco Jewish Film Festival runs 
through Aug. 10 at the Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2025 Addison, Berk; California Theatre, 2113 
Kittredge, Berk; Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, SF; 
CinéArts@Palo Alto Square, 3000 El Camino Real 
Bldg #6, Palo Alto; Grand Lake Theater, 3200 
Grand, Oakl; New Parkway Theater, 474 24th St, 
Oakl; Rayko Photo Center, 428 Third St, SF; and 
Smith Rafael Film Center, 1118 Fourth St, San 
Rafael. For tickets (most shows $10-14) and com-
plete schedule, visit www.sfjff.org. For commentary, 
see “Framing Fame” and “What She Sees.”

openinG
Get On Up Say it loud: you want to get on up on this 
biopic about the rich, complicated life of James 
Brown, a musical innovator who straddled the 
worlds of R&B, soul, rock ‘n’ roll, funk, hip-hop, 
and beyond. At first glance it seems well furnished, 
with a cast that includes Chadwick Boseman (last 
year’s 42), True Blood’s Nelsan Ellis, The Walking 
Dead’s Lennie James, Dan Aykroyd, and turns 
by Viola Davis and Octavia Spencer (last united in 
director Tate Taylor’s 2011 The Help). There’s also 
a slew of musician cameos (Jill Scott, Aloe Blacc), 
and even some personally invested oversight by 
co-producer Mick Jagger — not to mention the 
music and some vividly recreated live performances 
that impart some of the Godfather of Soul’s unde-
niable power and influence. Taylor strives to get it 
all in, including Brown’s childhood years of poverty 
and hustle; his meeting with longtime friend and 
collaborator Bobby Byrd (Ellis); his struggles with 
the law as well as disgruntled Famous Flames and 
band members like Maceo Parker (Craig Robinson); 
and his political statements, wife beating, gun 
toting, coke smoking, and generally exploding ego. If 

fitting all that into a little over two hours sounds like 
a task that would make a ex-Flame break a sweat, it 
is. And it feels even more effortful when Taylor mixes 
in scrambled chronology and erratic instances when 
Boseman’s Brown breaks the fourth wall (engaging 
moments that contrast with the lead’s at times 
glazed-eye, ungrounded readings). After taking in 
this flow-killing editing mishmash, you wish Taylor 
had settled into the groove of a straightforward nar-
rative, à la 2004’s Ray, rather than leaping around 
as if directing a nouvelle vague effort on PCP. Lord 
knows the man’s life — not to mention the tempes-
tuous bromance between Brown and Byrd — was 
fascinating enough to carry us through. Instead, 
we’re reduced to contemplating the blank looks and 
bad wigs that turn the “It’s a Man’s Man’s Man’s 
World” performer into a kind of Golden Girl of Funk. 
(2:18) Marina, Shattuck. (Chun)
Guardians of the Galaxy The trailer that nearly 
broke the internet didn’t lie: Guardians of the 
Galaxy is cheeky, hilarious, eye-popping fun. Its 

plot may be a predictable anti-hero’s journey, but 
the saga of Peter “Star-Lord” Quill (Chris Pratt), 
half-Earthling, half maybe-alien, as he transforms 
from scavenging scoundrel to rescuer-of-the-uni-
verse is so enjoyable nobody seeking a good time 
at the movies will care. Helping Quill in his battle 
against baddie Ronan (Lee Pace) are slinky, green-
skinned Gamora (Zoe Saldana); rascally raccoon 
Rocket (voiced by Bradley Cooper); muscle-bound 
dim bulb Drax (former pro wrestler Dave Bautista); 
and a tree-like creature named Groot (voiced by 
Vin Diesel — his best performance in years, if ever, 
despite the fact that the only words the character 
ever utters are “I am Groot.”) Director and co-writer 
James Gunn (2010’s Super), working from a cult 
comic from the prolific house of Marvel, does a stel-
lar job balancing action and goofiness, with plenty 
of unexpected touches along the way, including 
the best use of 1970s soft-rock since Reservoir 
Dogs (1992) and Cherish (2002). (2:02) Balboa, 
Cerrito, Presidio. (Eddy)

Happy Christmas After 2013’s Drinking Buddies, 
Happy Christmas is the second half-step toward 
the mainstream for indie filmmaker-actor Joe 
Swanberg. The reason for that classification is the 
high-profile cast — with Buddies’ Anna Kendrick 
supported by Lena Dunham, Melanie Lynskey, and 
Mark Webber — as well as studio rather than DIY 
distribution. However, Happy Christmas is unlikely 
to widen Swanberg’s appeal; it’s a dreary tale that 
focuses on a poisonous main character (Kendrick’s 
Jenny) and offers precious few laughs (except 
whenever gifted improviser Dunham is onscreen, 
which isn’t often enough). Recently single Jenny is 
pushing 30 but still doesn’t have life figured out, so 
she heaves her drama into the Chicago basement 
generously offered up by her brother and his wife 
(Swanberg and Lynskey), parents to a sassy toddler 
played by Swanberg’s own son. Jenny is breathlessly 
self-centered and irresponsible, getting blackout 
drunk, bulldozing her harried sister-in-law’s pre-
cious private time, toying with the affections of a 
family friend (Webber), and learning zip from the 

consequences of her bad behavior. Re-watch the 
more dynamic Drinking Buddies instead — or 
just wait for the highly prolific Swanberg’s next 
flick. Whatever it is, it’ll be more agreeable than 
Christmas. (1:22) Roxie. (Eddy)
The Kill Team See “Inglorious Bastards.” (1:17) 
Opera Plaza, Shattuck.

onGoinG
Boyhood Believe the hype: Richard Linklater’s 
Boyhood is one of the best films of the year. It’d 
be a towering cinematic accomplishment in any 
year. By now, you’ve heard the set-up, which bor-
rows elements from Linklater’s Before films, as 
well as his coming-of-age dramas (1993’s Dazed 
and Confused in particular). He filmed his cast 
— including titular youth Ellar Coltrane, Lorelai 
Linklater as his older sister, and Patricia Arquette 
and Ethan Hawke as his divorced parents, on 
and off over 12 years — with scenes touching 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 36 >>

film liStinGS Zoe Saldana and chriS pratt Star in marvel’S Guardians of the Galaxy, out fri/1.
PhOTO by jAy mAIdmENT

Schedules are for Wed/30-Tue/5 except where 
noted. Director and year are given when avail-
able. Double and triple features marked with a •. 
All times pm unless otherwise specified.
ARTISTS’ TELEVISION ACCESS 992 Valencia, 
SF; www.atasite.org. The Revolutionary 
Optimists (Grainger-Monsen and Newnham, 
2013), Thu, 7:30.
BALBOA 3630 Balboa, SF; cinemasf.com/
balboa. $10. “Thursday Night Rock Docs:” You 
See Me Laughin’ (Stein, 2002), Thu, 7:30. 
Dragon Ball Z (Hosoda, 2013), Tue, 7, 9.
CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, www.
castrotheatre.com. $8.50-11. San Francisco 
Jewish Film Festival, Wed-Sun. For complete pro-
gram and ticket info, visit www.sfjff.org.
CONTEMPORARY JEWISH MUSEUM 736 
Mission, SF; www.thecjm.org. Free. North by 
Northwest (Hitchcock, 1959), Tue, noon.
COURTHOUSE SQUARE 2200 Broadway, 
Redwood City; www.redwoodcity.org. Free. 
Gravity (Cuarón, 2013), Thu, 8:45.
DAVID BROWER CENTER Goldman Theater, 
2150 Allston, Berk; http://browercenter.org. 
$5-12. “Reel to Real:” The Internet’s Own Boy: 
The Story of Aaron Swartz (Knappenberger, 
2014), Wed, 7.
EXPLORATORIUM Pier 15, SF; www.exploratori-
um.edu. Free with museum admission ($19-25). 
“Saturday Cinema: Spin,” Sat, 1, 2, 3.
MILK BAR 1840 Haight, SF; www.milksf.com. 
$8-12. “Milk Was a Bad Choice:” Down Dirty 
Shake and Spindrift musical performances, plus 
the premiere of original film “Spindrift: Ghost of 
the West” (2014), Wed, 8.
NEW PARKWAY 474 24th St, Oakl; www.the-

newparkway.com. Free. “First Friday Shorts:” 
“Bay Area Youth Media Network,” Fri, 6.
PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, Berk; 
(510) 642-5249, bampfa.berkeley.edu. $5.50-
9.50. “Kenji Mizoguchi: A Cinema of Totality:” 
Crucified Lovers: A Story from Chikamatsu 
(1954), Wed, 7; A Woman of Rumor (1954), 
Fri, 7. “The Brilliance of Satyajit Ray:” Distant 
Thunder (1973), Thu, 7; The Golden Fortress 
(1974), Sat, 5:30. “Derek Jarman, Visionary:” 
Edward II (1991), Fri, 8:40; The Garden 
(1990), Sun, 7:30. “Over the Top and Into the 
Wire: WWI on Film:” Shoulder Arms (Chaplin, 
1918), Sat, 8:15; Hearts of the World (Griffith, 
1918), Sun, 5.
ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 863-
1087, www.roxie.com. $6.50-11. “Docunight 
#6:” My Name is Negahdar Jamai and I 
Make Westerns (Heidari, 2014), Wed, 7:30. 
The Dance of Reality (Jodorowsky, 2013), 
Wed, 9:30; Thu, 9. Life Itself (James, 2013), 
Wed-Thu, 7, 9:15. “Bay Area Docs:” Telos: The 
Fantastic World of Eugene Tssui (Lee, 2013), 
Thu, 7. Happy Christmas (Swanberg, 2014), 
Aug 1-7, 7, 8:45 (also Sat-Sun, 3:30, 5:15). 
“Brave New World Series:” Cyber Seniors 
(Cassaday, 2014), Tue, 7.
SEVENTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1329 Seventh Ave, SF; www.thesacas.org. Free. 
The Campaign (Herring, 2014), Wed, 6:30.
SMITH RAFAEL FILM CENTER 1118 Fourth St, 
San Rafael; (415) 454-1222, www.cafilm.org. 
$6.50-10.75. Boyhood (Linklater, 2014), Wed-
Thu, call for times. Land Ho! (Stephens and 
Katz, 2014), Wed-Thu, call for times.
VORTEX ROOM 1082 Howard, SF; Facebook: The 
Vortex Room. $10. “Thursday Night Film Cult: 
Bad Vibrations”: •Bummer! (Castleman, 1973), 
Thu, 9, and Down Beat (1967), Thu, 11.  2

rep clock
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on moments both monumental (high-tension 
moments with ugly stepfathers) and microscopic 
(the creation of a perfect campfire s’more). The 
years flow by, signaled not by any obvious gestures 
like on-screen text, but by changing hairstyles, 
pop culture references, and evolving video-game 
consoles. Watching Coltrane’s Mason grow from 
arrowhead-obsessed tyke to thoughtful college 
freshman is a rare and remarkable pleasure; 
among the more experienced actors, Arquette is 
particularly moving as a fiercely loving single mom 
determined to advance in her career despite con-
tinual, mountain-sized roadblocks in her personal 
life. (2:40) California, Embarcadero, Piedmont, 
Smith Rafael, Sundance Kabuki. (Eddy)
Dawn of the Planet of the Apes As usual, a 
heady hybrid of anticipation and dread accompa-
nies all Planet of Apes installments: you brace 
yourself for the abused, righteously rebellious 
apes; the apocalyptic mise-en-scène laden with 
symbolism; and more overt messaging concerning 
animal testing, civil rights, and gun control. But 
why worry? In line with 2011’s Rise of the Planet 
of the Apes, the PG-13 high-fives go to new 
Apes director Matt Reeves (2008’s Cloverfield) 
for sparing us animal kills, gore, and graphic 
violence, despite its Dawn of the Dead-evoking 
title. Really, this Dawn is all about the bitterly 
fought beginnings of a civilization among the 
primates north of the Golden Gate Bridge in Muir 
Woods, complete with community building, social 
structure, and alas, a burgeoning war with the 
humanoids amid vaguely familiar SF ruins, setting 
off an epic showdown that challenges not only the 
oft-repeated commandment “ape shall not kill ape” 
but takes advantage of our anthropomorphized 
pals’ ability to swing with the C4 explosions. The 
viral drug ALZ 113 that led to super-intelligent 
primates like chimp hero Caesar (motion-captured 
Andy Serkis) has decimated the human population, 
leaving the field wide open for enterprising and 
vengeful creatures like scarred lab survivor Koba 
(motion-captured Toby Kebbell). Neither quite 
trusts the band of desperate human survivors — 
including friendly Jason Clarke, nurturing Keri 
Russell, and token asshole Kirk Acevedo — that 
ventures into the apes’ woods to harness the power 
of nature, namely a dam, to electrify their SF 
compound. You know what side of the evolutionary 
span we’re on when the humans seem much more 
interchangeable than the chimps, and the movie 
can barely wait to end on its contemporary version 
of a Touch of Evil (1958) crane shot, as it zooms to 
an extreme close-up of a certain chimp’s carefully 
crafted eyes. (2:10) Balboa, Metreon, 1000 Van 
Ness, Presidio, Sundance Kabuki. (Chun)
Hercules Dwayne Johnson is imposingly large 
indeed as the demigod of fabled strength. Going 
the Lone Ranger (2013) route of being winky-
wink cynical about “the legend” while eventually 
buying into it anyway, here Herc is really just a 
4th-century BC mercenary probably fathered by 
some random dude (as opposed to god-of-gods 

Zeus), and who with his merry band of sidekicks 
goes around fighting against pirates, pillagers, 
and such. These gigs are taken “for the gold,” but 
you know this Hercules wouldn’t be down fighting 
good people on behalf of bad people. When he’s 
hired to lead the citizens of Lord Cotys (John Hurt) 
against marauding hordes of alleged centaurs and 
extreme-wrestling-type beardos with green make-
up led by Rhesus (Tobias Santelmann), the plot 
advances toward the expected training montages 
and battle sequences. But the plot thickens only 
when our don’t-call-us-heroes heroes begin to 
suspect they might have been misled into playing 
for the wrong team. Relegating a mythology-based 
tale’s magical aspects to dream sequences and 
trickery (spoiler: those aren’t real centaurs!), this 
adaptation of Steve Moore’s graphic novel is way 
less Clash of the Titans (1981/2010) and much 
more in the straightforward action realm of Troy 
(2004) and 300 (2006). It’s big and handsome, 
like its star, though not so debonair — the pedes-
trian screenplay doesn’t let him have much fun, 
while the supporting players allowed to smirk and 
deliver generally lame quips aren’t much compen-
sation. Directed by Brett Ratner, Hercules is not 
the campfest of unintentional hilarity some may 
have hoped for. Neither does it have the content 
originality or stylistic personality to be memorable. 
Instead, it’s just pretty decent late-summer enter-
tainment: Probably worth it if you’re craving 98 
painless air-conditioned minutes, possibly not if 
you could really use those 12 bucks or so elsewhere 
in your life. (1:39) Metreon, 1000 Van Ness, 
Shattuck. (Harvey)
I Origins Are eyes the windows to the soul — and 
if so, can they prove the transmigration of spirits? 
Science and spirituality, genetics and mysticism, 
lie at the heart of this earnest, good-looking 
romance. PhD candidate Ian (Michael Pitt) is 
obsessed with eyes. He takes close-up photos of 
them everywhere, which is why his only reminder 
of an elusive, masked Halloween coquette is of her 
beautifully speckled hazel peepers. Ignoring the 
cute, brilliant girl in glasses in his lab (Brit Marling), 
Ian stumbles, via seemingly chance encounters 
with a scattered, meaningful numbers and a bill-
board, on his mystery woman once again. As luck 
would have it, the childlike model Sofi is everything 
Ian’s not — spontaneous, unselfconscious, joy-
ful — and they quickly decide to wed. That puts 
the kind of stress on a relationship that eventually 
turns all parties’ worlds upside down, and due to 
yet another fluke-or-no-fluke involving an infant’s 
iris recognition identification, Ian is sent through 
the looking glass to India where, with the help of 
a teacher (Archie Panjabi of The Good Wife), he 
might be able to make scientific baby steps toward 
proving reincarnation. Oh yeah, and also find a 
dream girl in the form of a child. Director-writer 
Mike Cahill brushes aside any small, nagging con-
cessions to narrative logic (or intimations of pedo-
philia), and applies the same lightly elegant, poetic 
tone of his debut feature, 2011’s Another Earth, 
steadily making a case for himself as one of the 
more lyrical seekers in Amerindie cinema. (1:53) 
Metreon, Shattuck. (Chun)

film listings
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Life Itself Paying back the critic who championed 
his Hoop Dreams 20 years ago, and then some, 
Steve James’s documentary about the late Roger 
Ebert is the kind of tribute that sometimes feels 
like an authorized biographical video played at a 
testimonial dinner. If he were alive, and it were 
about someone else, I suspect Ebert himself 
would be more polite than enthused. It traces 
his love of newspaperdom from an early age (he 
started writing for one at age 15); his semi-acci-
dental falling into being the Chicago Sun-Times’ 
film reviewer in 1967 (a post he’d hold for 46 
years); his Pulitzer win; the huge impact of TV’s 
Sneak Previews, aka At the Movies; his very 
rocky relationship with co-host Gene Siskel; and 
his happy first/last marriage at age 50. Ebert was 
prolific, gregarious, a friend to rising filmmakers 
(so long as he liked their work, of course), and 
someone who saw no conflict in being friends with 
established ones (like Scorsese and Herzog, both 
interviewed here). But Life Itself — “the only 
thing he loved more than the movies,” a state-
ment that might strike you as profound or kinda 
“duh” — assesses his cultural impact as the most 
popular-movie-critic-probably-ever without really 
addressing his taste or style. As a result, it has the 
slightly pat quality of a movie content to admire 
its subject without digging very deep into the 
work that defined him. (Nor do the blown-up-vid-
eo-quality clips from films do justice to his love of 
that medium.) Instead, the primary focus is on his 
later struggles with cancer, which took his lower 
jaw and speech before claiming his life. That stuff 
is tough to watch. Most entertaining are insights 
into his long-running ego war with Siskel, who 

brought out (often on camera) irritable, petty, 
competitive, and bullying sides to Ebert the public 
otherwise seldom saw. (1:58) Four Star, Roxie. 
(Harvey)
Lucy Eurotrash auteur Luc Besson’s latest is 
a mostly fun action fantasy about a party girl 
(Scarlett Johansson) who runs afoul of gangsters 
in Taipei and ends up with a leaking packet of 
futuristic drugs sewn into her shapely stomach. 
Side effects include super strength and super-
natural intelligence — insert pseudo-science 
mumbo-jumbo about tapping into 100 percent 
of one’s woefully underused brainpower, etc. 
etc. — which leads to some satisfying scenes 
in which Johansson’s Lucy flattens a hallway 
of cops with a single gesture, or filters through 
every phone conversation in the Paris metro area 
to find the one guy she needs to eavesdrop on. 
She’s also able to beam herself into electronic 
devices, a nifty trick that convinces kindly 
scientist Morgan Freeman to help download 
her magnificently advanced intelligence into a 
kind of living computer (shades of 2013’s Her 
and Under the Skin, except this time ScarJo’s 
wearing a really great dress). South Korean 
weirdo/superstar Choi Min-sik (2003’s Oldboy; 
2010’s I Saw the Devil) is an inspired choice 
to play the vengeful kingpin intent on tracking 
down his runaway mule, and Besson adds some 
arty flair via nature-show footage and Cosmos-
esque clips from beyond the infinite — though 
the film’s Big Ideas wobble precariously amid its 
other, mostly silly elements. (1:29) Elmwood, 
Four Star, Marina, Metreon, 1000 Van Ness, 
Sundance Kabuki. (Eddy) 2
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OR EMAIL US AT ADMANAGERS@SFBG.COM

2010 Ford F150 Platinum 
Supercrew, 4x4, 45059 miles, 
black, leather, navigation, rear 
view camera, tow package, 
excellent condition, $11800, 
adpe@netscape.com
CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/
Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 
Call For Instant Offer: 1-888-
420-3808 www.cash4car.com 
(AAN CAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. 800-731-5042.
(Cal-SCAN)

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!* 
Get a whole-home Satellite 
system installed at NO COST 
and programming starting at 
$19.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 
Upgrade to new callers, SO 
CALL NOW 1-866-982-9562 
(Cal-SCAN)
LOSE UP TO 30 POUNDS in 
60 Days! Once daily appetite 
suppressant burns fat and 
boosts energy for healthy 
weight loss. 60 day supply: 
$59.95. Call:800-561-9814
(CalSCAN)
SAFE, EASY WEIGHTLOSS! 
Phentrazine 37.5, a once daily 
appetite suppressant, boosts 
energy and burns fat. 60 day 
supply - only $59.95! To order, 
call 1-800-561-9814 (CalSCAN)
DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-gen-
erated content is so valuable 
it’s taken and repeated, con-
densed, broadcast, tweeted, 
discussed, posted, copied, 
edited, and emailed countless 
times throughout the day by 
others? Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-
6011 or email cecelia@cnpa.
com (Cal-SCAN)
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris 
Bed Bug Killer Complete 
Treatment Program/ Kit.
Effective results begin after 
spray dries. Available: Hardware 
Stores, Buy Online: homedepot.
com (AAN CAN)
Auto Accident Attorney
INJURED IN AN AUTO ACCI-
DENT? Call InjuryFone for a free 
case evaluation. Never a cost 
to you. Don’t wait, call now. 
1-800-958-5341 (Cal-SCAN)
DirectTV 2 Year Savings 
Event! Over 140 channels only 
$29.99 a month. Only Di-
recTV gives you 2 YEARS of 
savings and a FREE Genie 
upgrade! Call 1-800-291-0350
(Cal-SCAN)
DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
& High Speed Internet starting 
at $14.95/month (where 
available.) SAVE! Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! CALL 
Now! 1-800-357-0810
(Cal-SCAN)
Is Your Identity Protected? It 
is our promise to provide the 
most comprehensive identity 
theft prevention and response 
products available! Call Today 
for 30-Day FREE TRIAL 1-800-
908-5194. (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW 144 million 
U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discov-
er the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com
(Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in match-
ing Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 

PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions.
866-413-6293. Void in Illi-
nois/New Mexico/Indiana
(AAN CAN)
Safe Step Walk-In Tub! Alert 
for Seniors. Bathroom falls can 
be fatal. Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 
Off. (Cal-SCAN)
Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order pharma-
cy will provide you with savings 
of up to 75 percent on all your 
medication needs. Call today 
1-800-273-0209 for $10.00 off 
your fi rst prescription and free 
shipping. (Cal-SCAN)

MEN’S LIFESTYLE MEDS
Viagra - Cialis – Levitra

USA Pharmacies
Telemedicine Physicians

Overnight Shipping Available
Trusted Since 1998 

800-951-6337
VIAMEDIC.COM

Save 5% using code: CAL14
Coupon exp. 12.31.2014

(Cal-SCAN)

Part-Time Editorial
Assistant Wanted

Do you love working in a news-
room? San Francisco Print 

Media Co. seeks a part-time 
editorial assistant to work in 

our offi ce and provide adminis-
trative support for the editorial 
staff. Duties include database 

management, assisting in 
calculating expenditures, draft-

ing newsletters, updating 
listings, managing contest 
entries, answering phones, 

returning emails, and 
other admin-based tasks. 

The perfect candidate for the 
job will have a 4-year degree 
from an accredited college or 
university with a background 
in journalism and prior offi ce 
experience. While this is not 

a writing-based position, there 
will be plenty of opportunities 
to pitch freelance pieces. The 
position is 15 hours per week.
Candidates can send a short 
cover letter, resume, and clips 
to editorialjob@sfmediaco.com 
San Francisco Print Media 
Co. is looking for a part-
time music editor for our 

SF Weekly Publication
This person will report and 

write the lead music story for 
the SF Weekly paper every 
week and will assign, edit, 

and write posts for the 
paper’s music blog, All Shook 
Down. The ideal candidate will 
have professional experience 
covering Bay Area music, a 

deep knowledge and voracious 
interest in music of all genres, 

and the enthusiasm and 
energy to develop sources and 
fi nd fresh, compelling stories. 

Superb writing and editing 
skills are a must, as is knowl-
edge of the local music scene. 
The music editor should have 
a point of view on local music 
and music-related issues and 
trends (clubs, festivals, etc.), 
and be willing to share and 

defend their opinions in print, 
on social media, and in per-

son. They may be called upon 
to consult on larger projects 

as needed.
Requirements:

• 3-4 years experience writing 
for professional publications 

on tight deadlines.
• Ability to turn out pristine, 
compelling copy with or with-

out an editor
• Excellent copy-editing skills.

• Four-year degree.
• Comfort with hiring and 
managing a staff of 10-20 

freelance writers.
• Deep knowledge of the Bay 

Area music scene.
• Ability to cover concerts and 
other events at night and on 

weekends.
The position will start at 20 

hours a week, with hourly pay. 
Please Send cover letter, re-
sume, and four to six pro-
fessional clips through the 

Journalism Jobs link.
Sr. Automation Engineer: 
develop test automation ap-
proaches, plans and cases and 
create automation tests and 
build automation frameworks.  
Apply to: Prosper Marketplace, 
101 2nd Street, 15th Fl., San 
Francisco, CA  94105.
$1,000 WEEKLY!! MAILING 
BROCHURES From Home. 
Helping home workers since 
2001. Genuine Opportunity. 
No Experience required. Start 
Immediately www.mailingmem-
bers.com (AAN CAN)
Africa, Brazil Work/Study! 
Change the lives of others 
while creating a sustainable 
future. 6, 9, 18 month pro-
grams available. Apply today!
www.OneWorldCenter.org
(269) 591-0518
info@OneWorldCenter.org 
(AAN CAN)
Elder Caregiver Needed! F.T. 
Position is available at Maxim 
Home Health for an experi-
enced and reliable Caregivers 
with a clean record. Interested 
applicants should apply with 
their resume by email to
maximhomehealthservices@
outlook.com
Immediate Openings
No Experience Required. We 
Train the Right Candidates.
Earn $18/hr avg Plus Bonus 

Opportunities and Trip 
Incentives. Looking for Indi-
viduals to Grow with Us. We 
only Promote from Within. Call 
today to set up an Interview
415-645-6479

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
– Get trained as FAA certifi ed 
Aviation Technician.Financial 
aid for qualifi ed students. 
Housing and Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance
800-725-1563 (AAN CAN)
DRIVERS – START WITH OUR 
TRAINING OR CONTINUE YOUR 
SOLID CAREER. You Have Op-
tions! Company Drivers, Lease 
Purchase or Owner Operators 
Needed. 888-891-2195 www.
CentralTruckDrivingjobs.com
(CalSCAN)
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Become a Medical 
Offi ce Assistant! No Experi-
ence Needed! Online training 
gets you Job ready! HS Diplo-
ma/GED & PC needed!
1-888-407-7063 (Cal-SCAN)
TRUCK DRIVERS - Obtain 
Class A CDL in 2 ½ weeks. 
Company Sponsored Training. 
Also Hiring Recent Truck 
School Graduates, Experi-
enced Drivers. Must be 21 or 
Older. Call: (866) 275-2349.
(Cal-SCAN)
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
– Get FAA approved Aviation 
Maintenance Technician 
training. Job placement and 
Financial assistance for qual-
ifi ed students. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance
888-242-3382 (Cal-SCAN)
EARN $500 A DAY as Airbrush 
Media Makeup Artist
For Ads, TV, Film, Fashion. 
One Week Course Train & 
Build Portfolio. SPECIAL 15% 
OFF TUITION AwardMakeupS-
chool.com 818-980-2119
(AAN CAN)

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 - MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N 
(Cal-SCAN)
OWN YOUR own Medical 
Alert Company! Be the 1st 
and Only Distributor in your 
area! Unlimited $ return. 
Small investment required. 
Call toll free 1-844-225-1200. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Do you owe over $10,000 
to the IRS or State in back 
taxes? Get tax relief now! 

Call BlueTax, the nation’s full 
service tax solution fi rm.
800-393-6403. (Cal-SCAN)
Are you in BIG trouble with the 
IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfi led tax re-
turns, payroll issues, & resolve 
tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. 
A BBB. Call 1-800-761-5395. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Reduce Your Past Tax Bill 
by as much as 75 Percent. 
Stop Levies, Liens and Wage 
Garnishments. Call The Tax 
DR Now to see if you Qualify. 
1-800-498-1067. (Cal-SCAN)

Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greet-
ings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. 
Call now: 800-945-3392. 
(Cal-SCAN)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT FILED 
NO. A-0359211-00. The 
following is doing business 
as KUSHITSURU 1737 Post 
St. San Francisco, CA 94115. 
The business is conducted 
by a limited liability company. 
Registrant commenced busi-
ness under the above-listed 
fi ctitious business name on: 
6/20/2014. This statement 
was signed by Konstantin 
Tsay. This statement was fi led 
by Guillermo Sandoval, Deputy 
County Clerk, on 7/02/2014. 
Jul. 16, 23, 30, Aug. 6, 2014
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. 
A-0359093-00. The following 
is doing business as SEED & 
SALT 2240 Chestnut St. San 
Francisco, CA 94123. The 
business is conducted by a 
limited liability company. Reg-
istrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fi cti-
tious business name on: N/A. 
This statement was signed by 
Maureen Clancy. This state-
ment was fi led by Sharlene 
Carter, Deputy County Clerk, 
on 6/25/2014. 
Jul. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2014

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. 
Find your roommate with a 
click of the mouse! Visit: 
http://www.Roommates.com. 
(AAN CAN)

SULLIVAN PROPERTIES INC.

West Maui’s Affordable Condos. 
1, 2, 3 Bedroom Rentals. 

1-800-332-1238
www.MauiResorts.com

Follow us @sfbayguardian

PSYCHIC DREAM ASTROLOGY

BY JESSICA LANYADOO
Jessica Lanyadoo has been a psychic dreamer for 18 years. Check out 
her website at www.lovelanyadoo.com or contact her for an astrology or 
intuitive reading at (415) 336-8354 or dreamyastrology@gmail.com.

ARIES

March 21-April 19
There is no gift greater than giving 
yourself more space, Aries. You are 
overwhelmed and need to tend to 
your foundations before you try and 
build anything else. This is not the 
week to lean into your stresses; prior-
itize your emotional needs so you can 
take yourself to the next playing level.

TAURUS

April 20-May 20
Delicately navigate your way through 
your relationships, Taurus. Things 
are changing, and while that’s a good 
thing that doesn’t mean it’s com-
fortable. You’re biggest task is to be 
honest with others and yourself about 
what you’re available for; set realistic 
expectations, even if you’d rather 
promise more.

GEMINI

May 21-June 21
You can wring your hands over the 
details all you like, but it won’t help 
you get where you’re going, Twin 
Star. Use all the resources you have 
in place to help you out; whether it’s 
people or things, you’ve got more 
support than you’re making use of. 
Choose the path of least resistance as 
you kick some ass this week.

CANCER

June 22-July 22
You can have victory over your moods 
this week, but it won’t be easy. 
Instead of keeping yourself in a reac-
tive state, honor your feelings without 
yielding to their every ebb and flow. 
Move towards mastery over your emo-
tions by remembering to reconnect 
with your choices and your free will.

LEO

July 23-Aug. 22
You don’t need to worry so much 
about what people think of you. If you 
have reparations to make, now’s the 
time to do it, but otherwise I encour-
age you to practice letting go. The past 
is only the foundation you’re building 
your present on and doesn’t need to 
repeat itself. Live for right now.

VIRGO

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
As cruddy as things may seem right 
now, rushing is not the answer. Get 
grounded and you’ll be able to bet-
ter handle what’s irking you. if you 
hold on to yourself and slow down 
enough, you’ll figure out what you’re 
really scared of. Treat your fears with 
patience and your problems with 
kindness, Virgo.

LIBRA

Sept. 23-Oct. 22
Don’t play it safe this week, Libra. You 
have tons of contacts and people you 
can reach out to; make sure you’re not 
hiding yourself away out of fear or shy-
ness. If you dare to create the life you 
want it’s true that you could totally 
fail, but you just as likely will succeed, 
and that would be awesome.

SCORPIO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Love in all its glory is worth it; it’s 
worth the pain, uncertainties, and the 
risks. Make sure that you are a person 
worth falling in love with. Be kind and 
supportive with yourself as you work 
through your intimacy issues. You 
don’t need to be perfect; you just need 
to stay open as you travel your path.

SAGITTARIUS

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’ve kinda missed the point if you 
do the right thing only because of the 
rewards you hope to get from doing it. 
Regardless of what comes, it’s time 
for you to step up and take a risk by 
being honest, Sag. Don’t control your 
situation or the people in it. Say what 
needs to be said and let things devel-
op from there.

CAPRICORN

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You don’t know, and you don’t need 
to, Cap. Don’t push your agenda 
this week; go with the flow as things 
develop. Your patience is being test-
ed, and in order to ace the test you 
need to stay present as things play 
out. There’s a reason that things are 
moving slowly for you, so have faith, 
my friend.

AQUARIUS

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
How you handle your feelings and 
thoughts is not to be underrated. You 
need balance in your life, no matter 
how pressing your personal or profes-
sional life feels. There’s no way to feel 
successful if you’re unhappy, so work 
to meet your internal needs, whatever 
that looks like this week.

PISCES

Feb. 19-March 20
Don’t get suspicious that there’s 
too much good in your life and do 
any weird self-sabotage this week. 
Instead of worrying over the best 
parts of your world, now’s the time to 
enjoy it. When the universe offers you 
an extra piece of pie, all you need to 
do is say, “Why, thank you, Ma’am I 
think I shall!” Enjoy yourself, Pisces.
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ARIES

March 21-April 19
There is no gift greater than 
giving yourself more space, 
Aries. You are overwhelmed 
and need to tend to your foun-
dations before you try and 
build anything else. This is 
not the week to lean into your 
stresses; prioritize your emo-
tional needs so you can take 
yourself to the next playing 
level. 

TAURUS

April 20-May 20
Delicately navigate your way 
through your relationships, 
Taurus. Things are changing, 
and while that’s a good thing 
that doesn’t mean it’s com-
fortable. You’re biggest task is 
to be honest with others and 
yourself about what you’re 
available for; set realistic 
expectations, even if you’d 
rather promise more. 

GEMINI

May 21-June 21
You can wring your hands over 
the details all you like, but 
it won’t help you get where 
you’re going, Twin Star. Use 
all the resources you have in 
place to help you out; whether 
it’s people or things, you’ve 
got more support than you’re 
making use of. Choose the 
path of least resistance as you 
kick some ass this week. 

CANCER

June 22-July 22
You can have victory over your 
moods this week, but it won’t 
be easy. Instead of keeping 
yourself in a reactive state, 
honor your feelings without 
yielding to their every ebb and 
flow. Move towards mastery 
over your emotions by remem-
bering to reconnect with your 
choices and your free will. 

LEO

July 23-Aug. 22
You don’t need to worry so 
much about what people 
think of you, Leo. If you have 
reparations to make, now’s 
the time to do it, but otherwise 
I encourage you to practice 
letting go. The past is only the 
foundation you’re building 
your present on and doesn’t 
need to repeat itself. Live for 
right now. 
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Aug. 23-Sept. 22
As cruddy as things may seem 
right now, rushing is not the 
answer. Get grounded and 
you’ll be able to better handle 
what’s irking you. if you hold 
on to yourself and slow down 
enough, you’ll figure out what 
you’re really scared of. Treat 
your fears with patience and 
your problems with kindness, 
Virgo. 

LIBRA

Sept. 23-Oct. 22
Don’t play it safe this week, 
Libra. You have tons of con-
tacts and people you can 
reach out to; make sure you’re 
not hiding yourself away out 
of fear or shyness. If you dare 
to create the life you want 
it’s true that you could totally 
fail, but you just as likely will 
succeed, and that would be 
awesome. 

SCORPIO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Love in all its glory is worth it; 
it’s worth the pain, uncertain-
ties, and the risks. Make sure 
that you are a person worth 
falling in love with, Scorpio. 
Be kind and supportive with 
yourself as you work through 
your intimacy issues. You 
don’t need to be perfect; you 
just need to stay open as you 
travel your path. 

SAGITTARIUS

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’ve kinda missed the point 
if you do the right thing only 
because of the rewards you 
hope to get from doing it. 
Regardless of what comes, 
it’s time for you to step up and 
take a risk by being honest, 
Sag. Don’t control your situ-
ation or the people in it. Say 
what needs to be said and let 
things develop from there. 

CAPRICORN

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You don’t know, and you don’t 
need to, Cap. Don’t push your 
agenda this week; go with the 
flow as things develop. Your 
patience is being tested, and 
in order to ace the test you 
need to stay present as things 
play out. There’s a reason that 
things are moving slowly for 
you, so have faith, my friend. 

AQUARIUS

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
How you handle your feelings 
and thoughts is not to be 
underrated, Aquarius. You 
need balance in your life, no 
matter how pressing your 
personal or professional life 
feels. There’s no way to feel 
successful if you’re unhappy, 
so work to meet your internal 
needs, whatever that looks like 
this week. 

PISCES

Feb. 19-March 20
Don’t get suspicious that 
there’s too much good in your 
life and do any weird self-sab-
otage this week. Instead of 
worrying over the best parts 
of your world, now’s the time 
to enjoy it. When the universe 
offers you an extra piece of 
pie, all you need to do is say, 
“Why, thank you, Ma’am I 
think I shall!” Enjoy yourself, 
Pisces.
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Libra. You have tons of con-
tacts and people you can 
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it’s true that you could totally 
fail, but you just as likely will 
succeed, and that would be 
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Love in all its glory is worth it; 
it’s worth the pain, uncertain-
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that you are a person worth 
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yourself as you work through 
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just need to stay open as you 
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Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’ve kinda missed the point 
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because of the rewards you 
hope to get from doing it. 
Regardless of what comes, 
it’s time for you to step up and 
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Sag. Don’t control your situ-
ation or the people in it. Say 
what needs to be said and let 
things develop from there. 
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flow as things develop. Your 
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play out. There’s a reason that 
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(Free Parking) * Bring Ad in for $5 Off Body Massage

HARMONY SPA
GRAND OPENING

i NEW YOUNG MASSEUSES i
FOOT MASSAGE:
$19.99/pkg
• Full Body
   Massage
• FREE Sauna
• Table Shower
   Available

Full Body Massage 
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Bring copy
of ad.

Shower
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Room 
Available

L’Amour Spa Massage
The Best Relaxation Massage in Town

602 Jackson St at Kearny in SF 
415 781 5224

YOUR AD HERE!

266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF

415-658-7886

VIP Massage
Full Body Massage

Fresh & Clean Location
Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls

Open Daily 10AM-10PM

$10OFF
When you bring

in this Ad

LIRENDA SHIATSU
PROFESSIONAL 

MASSEUSES

1HR: $50
1/2 HR: $35

1347 DIVISADERO ST. 
(BETWEEN ELLIS 

& O’FARRELL) IN SF
415-359-9959

WWW.LIRENDASHIATSU.COM

Grand Opening

3017 Geary Blvd SF

$45/hr

J & M HEALTH SPA
Deep Tissue & Swedish Massage

2655 Judah Street 415-655-1367

$45/HR FULL BODY MASSAGE
$35/HR  BODY & FOOT MASSAGE
FREE CUPPING & HOT STONE
OPEN DAILY 10-10     EASY PARKING

EMPIRE HEALTH CLUB

428 O’FARELL ST. @ TAYLOR
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco)

Open 7 days  
a week

10am-midnight

Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted
Now hiring masseuses with permits

Many 
Beautiful 

Asian 
Girls to 
Choose 
From

Devie Spa

1429 Polk St. San Francisco

(

415

)

345-8788

Devie Spa

Beautiful Asian 
Masseuses

Private Rooms 
& Showers
Dry Sauna

Open 7 Days
8am-10pm

New Management

G R A N D  O P E N I N G

BODY MASSAGE 

BRAZILIAN WAXING

NEW MANAGEMENT

650-755-2823
7345 MISSION ST - DALY CITY 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED - BETWEEN SAN PEDRO & CASTLE
OPEN 7 DAYS - 9AM-9PM

Union Spa & SalonSpa & Salon

INTERRACIAL-KINK
A Swinger Party

Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until...

Deliciously Sexy 
Couples and 
select Singles 
are welcome 
to attend. to attend.to attend.

(510)388-5108(510)388-5108(510)388-5108(510)388-5108
Couples, Call Together

SAT. 8/2:  HOT ORGY NIGHT
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$39
*

Must bring ad • 1 per patient
*Renewals only

We Will Match ANY 
Local Competitor’s Price.

Walk-Ins Welcome. 

affordable medical marijuana cards we’ve got the bay area covered!

Grand

Opening!

sAN jose 115 N. 4th St., Suite 106 
Mon – Sat: 11am – 7pm • Sun: 12-5pm 

Open 7 Days a Week • 408-998-0980 • SJ420.com

vALLejo 432 Tennesse St. 
Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm 

707-644-1667 • Vallejo420md.com

We match any local price!

www.Green215.com 
1 (877) PROP-215

1 (877) 776-7215
Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose

(1200 Howard St @ 8th)

• Real Doctors – Real Care

• Professional and Affordable

• Totally Confidential

• Quality ID Cards

• 24/7 Safe VerificationLed by
Hanya Barth, M.D.

Call  
Now!

Free Gram
of Wax, Oil, Hash 

or a Medisicle 
with 1st order

1(800) 420-7104

Your Online Collective
Resource for 

Medical Cannabis

$39
Renewals

from ANY Doctor

www.PriceLessEvaluations.com

WE MATCH

ANY PRICE

WITH PROOF

PriceLess Evaluations

Licensed Medical Doctors are Providing

$50
New Patients

• This Coupon is Not Applicable with

   Appointment

• High Quality Photo ID Cards and   

   Pocket Recs Available

• 100% Private & Confi dential

• 24/7 LIVE & Online Verifi cation

San Francisco

Now Open Sundays

415.796.2254

Mon - Sun 11AM - 7PM

3490 20th St. 3rd Floor

San Francisco, CA 94110

HAIR MODELS NEEDED!
Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 
Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com.
Learn Tarot 2 Day Workshop on August 16th & 17th 
Call 415-990-6020 or Email  
reverendjoeywicca@gmail.com
“Nothing exists except atoms and empty space; 
everything else is opinion.”

— Democritus

Advertise Here!
Call 415.255.3100
for info and rates.
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