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W
elcome to the 40th annual Best of the Bay — a celebration of 
all the people, places, and things that make the Bay Area the 
best place to live in the world. For four decades now, Best of 

the Bay has been cataloging Guardian readers’ favorites in local food and 
drink, arts and entertainment, shopping, city living, and more. Y’all 
have awesome taste!

Lately when it comes to the Bay Area, “change” has been the domi-
nant subject of conversation — especially in terms of what’s been lost 
in arts, industry, creative types, and overall freak factor. But change 

can be a great positive motivator, and in celebrating the things no 
longer with us, we keep their spirits alive — and at the ready to 
help us embrace new beginnings.

That’s why we’ve chosen Día De Los Muertos/Day of the Dead 
as this year’s Best of the Bay theme, to pay tribute to the great Bay 
Area institutions and characters that have passed on, to recognize 
and support the communities most at risk among us, and to inspire 
everyone to keep fighting to preserve the wonderful character and 
diversity of this stunning place we call home. There are still amaz-

ing things happening here: fascinating new things to discover, inter-
esting new characters to meet, incredible new spots to explore.

This year’s Best of the Bay is a particularly poignant one. Our 
readers voted for Robin Williams as Best Actor, a lovely tribute 

to this quintessential local spirit. Best Salsa Club winner Café 
Cocomo just last month closed the doors of its permanent loca-
tion, which will be demolished to make way for condos. (Cocomo 

itself survives as a roving party.) Lusty Lady, the feminist co-op 
that won Best Strip Club for decades, closed last year, making way 
for a new winner. A beloved arts space (CellSpace) was resurrected 
from the dead by true believers only to have its latest incarnation 
(InnerMission) soon face the wrecking ball.

But fantastic transformations and resurrections float through this 
issue as well: a theater bar in a former canning factory (Z Space) and 
a BBQ restaurant in another former canning factory (Smokestack at 

Magnolia Dogpatch). Le Video (Best Video Store), found new life when 
it joined forces with Green Apple (Best Overall Bookstore), now occupy-
ing the upstairs floor of vintage media powerhouse Green Apple Books 
on the Park. Tu Lan, closed earlier this year, reopened in time to tie for 

Best Budget Restaurant. And all of our Local Heroes embody the rewards 
of community-building and activism.

We therefore present this year’s Best of the Bay as an ofrenda to the 
spirit of the Bay Area that lives on in each and every one of us.

More than 15,000 of our readers voted in this year’s Best of the Bay 
Readers Poll for their local, independent favorites in more than 200 
categories like Best Burrito, Best Band, Best Shoe Store, Best Place to 
Watch the Sunset, Best Drag Queen, and beyond. You’ll find the voting 
results inside — as well as 150 Best of the Bay Editors Picks highlight-
ing some Guardian favorites, old and new, that we think deserve some 

special recognition for our lives this year.
In 1974, Esquire magazine asked us for ideas for its Best of the USA 

issue, which led us to publish the original Best of the Bay. Forty years later — and 48 years after we opened our doors — we’re still going strong, powered by 
our readers and the idea that the strength of our community can make the world a better place.

Editing this year’s issue was a hoot. I shower grateful smooches on all my fabulous collaborators, especially creative ace Brooke Ginnard; illustrator 
Jeremy Fish; the awesome Guardian editorial, sales, and production staff; and the ever-supportive Hunky Beau, my own personal Best of the Bay.

But most of all we thank you, dear reader, for your generous participation, for making the Bay Area such an astounding place to live, and for turning us 
on to great new things this year. Enjoy the celebration on the pages that follow. But first close your eyes and call up the spirits — past, present, and to come 
— of all that makes the Bay Area the marvelous place it is. 2
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LocaL Heroes
ASPIRE 10
Anti-Eviction Mapping Project 12
Night Ministry  14
CARECEN  15

city Living
readers’ poLL 17

Best Street Fair 
Best Hotel 
Best Tourist Attraction
Best Tour 
Best Event or Venue For Kids
Best Overall Website
Best Startup Company 
Best News Website
Best Style Website
Best Sex Website
Best Politician
Best Politician You Love to Hate 
Best Nonprofit Organization 
Best Adult Education 
Best TV Newscaster 
Best Locally Produced TV Show
Best Radio Station
Best Radio DJ or Show
Best Tattoo Parlor
Best Tattoo Artist

Best Local Animal Rescue
Best Dog-Walking Service
Best Pet Groomer
Best Veterinarian
Best Dentist
Best Doctor
Best Plumber
Best Electrician 
Best Realtor
Best Moving Service 
Best Cleaning Service
Best Alternative Healing
Best Therapist
Best Car Mechanics
Best Motorcycle Repair
Best Bicycle Repair
Best Shoe Repair
Best Tailor
Best Laundromat
Best Salon
Best Hairstylist
Best Massage
Best Day Spa
Best Gym
Best Personal Trainer
Best Yoga Studio
Best Yoga Instructor
Best Amateur Sports Team
Best Public Sports Facility
Best Beach 
Best Public Park
Best Nature Spot for  
  People with Disabilities
Best Campground
Best Camp for Kids
Best Park for Dogs

Best Skate Spot
Best Surf Spot
Best Place to Watch the Sunset

editors’ picks
Best New Grind 18
Best Cute Quips 18
Best Cruise With a View 18
Best Street Life 20
Best Flush of Knowledge 20
Best Puttering Around Town 20
Best Spa-sitive Affirmation 20
Best Pay-What-You-Will Poses 20
Best News Site That Climbs  
  Every Mountain 20
Best Global Warriors 20
Best Time Travel on Two Wheels 22
Best Frequencies Forever 22
Best Landscape Eureka 22
Best Fonts of Information 24
Best Jumping for Joysticks 24
Best In-Your-Facebook 24
Best Bigfootin’ 24
Best Norman Rockwell Parklet 26
Best Way to Get in Tutu Shape 26
Best Filipino Beat-Daan 26
Best Gene Genies 28 
Best Subterranean Thrills 30
Best Tangible Experience 30
Best F-Word Hackerspace 32
Best Freakin’ Freak Fest 32
Best Glasshole Repellent 32
Best AHDM4U 34
Best Honorary Mayor 34

Food & drink
readers’ poLL 37

Best Overall Restaurant
Best New Restaurant
Best Budget Restaurant
Best Splurge Restaurant
Best Late Night Restaurant
Best Romantic Restaurant
Best Food/Drink Festival
Best Food Truck
Best Farmers’ Market
Best Pizza
Best Sandwiches
Best Burrito
Best Small Plates
Best Burgers
Best Barbecue
Best Sushi
Best Bowl of Noodles 
Best Soup
Best Salads
Best Seafood
Best Soul Food
Best Italian
Best Indian 
Best Middle Eastern
Best Mexican
Best Chinese
Best Thai
Best Vegetarian
Best Vegan
CONTINUES ON PAGE 8 >>
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aBoUt 
tHe artist
i

n working with iconic SF fine artist, commercial  
illustrator and designer, sculptor, street artist,  
and San Francisco Art Institute alumnus Jeremy Fish,  

the Guardian revisits an old friend: “I did freelance  
illustration for the SFBG in the 2000s. I was working 
while living illegally in a closet in the original SFBG 
building. Shout out to my landlord back then for being 
awesome.” This year, Fish — whose imagery falls  
“somewhere between cute and creepy” — celebrated  
20 years in San Francisco with a huge gallery show and  
a book (Happily Ever After). A resident of North Beach,  
Fish says interested parties can find his work at  
www.sillypinkbunnies.com, www.upperplayground.com, 
“or stop by the best neighborhood in SF, North Beach, 
and wander around. I have numerous signs and murals 
decorating my favorite spots in the hood.”

PhOTO Of JErEmy fISh by mIChAEl hIPPIE
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Best Breakfast
Best Brunch
Best Lunch
Best Appetizers
Best Dessert
Best Service
Best Food/Drink Website
Best Café
Best Cup of Coffee
Best Cup of Tea
Best Overall Bar
Best New Bar
Best Dive Bar
Best Swanky Bar
Best Singles Bar
Best Sports Bar
Best Happy Hour
Best Winery
Best Wine Bar
Best Beer Selection
Best Creative Cocktails
Best Bloody Mary
Best Bar Staff
Best Pot Edibles
Best Bakery
Best Butcher Shop
Best Cheese Shop
Best Chocolatier

Editors’ picks
Best Greek Heroes 38
Best Cocktail Cruising  38
Best Slice of Heaven  38
Best Smoked Phish  38
Best Chicken Parm In The City, Period  40
Best Nigiri Parade  41
Best-Tasting Act Two 41
Best Dramatic Drinking  41
Best Burger in The Fam  42
Best Frankenfood  42
Best Fro-Yo That Steals The Show  42
Best Hearty Hof Brau Hello  42
Best Smokin’ Sammies  43
Best Creamy, Smoky, Fatty,  
  Meaty Korean Pork Tacos  43
Best Plywood Pints  43
Best Jamón Jam  43
Best Turkish Spread  44
Best Hot Dog-Burrito Love Child  44
Best Fresh Coffee Breath  44
Best Shameless Snack  44
Best Freezer Pizza Hack  44
Best Spice-Kicked Ribs 45
Best Holy, Holey Bacon Treat 45
Best Mother of All Dim Sum 45
Best Bar Snacks by Volume 45
Best Carnival of Charcuterie  46
Best Competition with New York 46
Best Origami Rolls 46
Best Encounters of the Veggie Kind 47
Best Reasons to Squeal 47
Best Bangin’ Xiao Long Bao 47
Best Brick-And-Mortar Pop-Up 47
Best Fry-Stuffed California Wonder 47
Best (Hic) Recycling (Hic) Program 48

Best Sandwiches Standing By 48
Best Dessert Monarch 48

Arts & 
EntErtAinmEnt
rEAdErs’ poll 51

Best Movie Theater
Best Rep Film House
Best Theater Company
Best Dance Company 
Best Dance Instructor
Best Performance Space
Best Film or Arts Festival
Best Museum
Best Art Gallery
Best Artist or Collective
Best Filmmaker 
Best Actor 
Best Author
Best Zine
Best Publishing House
Best Arts or Music Website
Best Record Label
Best Band
Best Singer-Songwriter
Best DJ 
Best Music Festival
Best Overall Party Venue
Best Overall Dance Party
Best Rock Club
Best Reggae Club
Best Hip-Hop Club
Best Jazz Club
Best Salsa Club
Best House/Techno Club
Best Afterhours Club
Best Trivia Night
Best Jukebox
Best Karaoke Bar
Best Overall Queer Party
Best Gay Bar or Club

Best Lesbian Bar or Club
Best Club for Trans People
Best Drag Show
Best Drag King or Queen
Best Burlesque Act or Show
Best Comedy Show
Best Comedian
Best Magician
Best Open Mic Night
Best Literary Night
Best Strip Club
Best Sex Club 
Best Porn Studio

Editors’ picks
Best Holy Rolling  52
Best Indie Mayhem  52
Best Curbside Cellos  52
Best DIY-Not?  52
Best Arts Intercession  54
Best Temple of Tunes  54
Best Elizabethan Update  54
Best Blond Ambition  56
Best Leaps From The Screen  56
Best Jazz-Age Throwback  57
Best Night To Chill With Your  
  (Smash) Bros  58
Best Way to Stay Home  
  And Join The Circus  58
Best Damn Discotech  58
Best Ig-Bay Ool-Cay It-Lay Event-Hay  60
Best Perambulations, Illustrated  60
Best Streaming Dreams  60
Best Red Hot Teasing  60
Best Conceptual Peek  62
Best Silver-Tongued She-Devils  
  (Now In Print)  62
Best Billboard Pirate Salute  64
Best Two-Minute Blasts  
  From The Neo-Future  64
Best Ha-Ha!  64
Best Sonic Sanctuary  64
Best Drop Downtown  66
Best Gameboy Tunesmith  68
Best Sunday Twangday  68
Best Underground Venue, Now Revealed  68

Best Dancing In The Dark  68
Best Up And Out For Art  68

shopping
rEAdErs’ poll  71

Best Overall Bookstore
Best Used Bookstore
Best Comic Book Store 
Best Record Store
Best Video Store
Best Grocery Store
Best Women’s Clothing Store 
Best Men’s Clothing Store
Best Kids’ Clothing Store
Best Shop for Parents-To-Be
Best Vintage Clothing Store
Best Local Designer 
Best Jeweler
Best Flea Market
Best Thrift Store
Best Shoe Store
Best Furniture Store
Best Hardware Store
Best Toy Store
Best Bike Shop
Best Pet Shop
Best Gift Shop
Best Place to Buy Eyewear 
Best Beauty Supplies
Best Cannabis Dispensary
Best Store Staff
Best Quirky Specialty Store
Best Sporting Goods
Best Flower Shop
Best Place to Buy Lingerie
Best Place to Buy Sex Toys
Best Place to Buy Fetish Gear

Editors’ picks
Best Berry Cool Bikes  72
Best Scorched-Tongue Shangri-La  72
Best Vinyl Yack-Fest  72
Best Conflict-Free Bedazzlement  72
Best Shroom Starters  74
Best Flower Guy  74
Best Bags to Carry You Away  75
Best Smart ’N’ Speedy  75
Best Soaring Towers of Nerdom  76
Best Butch Looks  76
Best Preparation For Our 
  New Robot Overlords  76
Best Crate-Digging To The Roots  76
Best Biblio-Safari  78
Best Pixelated Pleasure Palace  78
Best Phat Fighters  78
Best Mad Style For Your Pad  78
Best Westernalia  78
Best Facial Refresh  79
Best Fast Food  80
Best Audio Upgrade  80
Best Literal Expansion  80
Best Wak It Out  82
Best Soles With Soul  82
Best Present Tents  84
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INDex
CONT>> pArtY 

With  
Us!

J
oin us Friday, Nov. 14, 6-8:30pm, at the de Young 
Museum in Golden Gate Park for a free party 
celebrating the Best of the Bay — and the open-

ing of the de Young’s Keith haring exhibition. 
Music, art, dancing, drinks, and all that makes 
the Bay Area great!
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CASTRO
2101 MARKET ST. 

(AT CHURCH)

415.861.2020

MARINA
1799 UNION ST.

(AT OCTAVIA)

415.921.2020

UNION SQUARE
393 SUTTER ST. 
(AT STOCKTON)

415.434.2020

EMBARCADERO
1 CALIFORNIA ST.
(FACING DAVIS)

415.616.2020

FINANCIAL DISTRICT
101 MONTGOMERY ST

(BETWEEN BUSH & SUTTER)

415.885.2020 

* Offer is not combinable and can’t be used with any sale, promotion, previous sale or offer, insurance pricing, groupon or coupon. Due to manufacture restrictions Ray Ban, Salt, Oliver 
Peoples, Paul Smith, Barton Parerra, Persol and other brands are excluded from this offer. Free frames may be chosen from our selection of � ne frames that have a full year manufacturer’s 
warranty. Some of those styles include overstock frames, last year’s models or frames that are no longer available for re-order. Free lens selection includes free single vision polycarbonate 
lenses and will include uv 400 and scratch coating at no additional expense. Anti-re� ective or making them into sun wear will incur an additional fee . If you would like to upgrade your free 
lenses into progressives or high index, you will have a credit of $199 towards the full price purchase of the upgraded lens choice. Other restrictions apply, please see store for details.

Stop by for a free style consultation

Voted “Best Eyewear Shop 2014” in the Bay Area
Your prescription for style 

$100 OFF COMPLETE PAIR 
AND SECOND PAIR FREE

VEOOPTICS.COM
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N
ationwide, an estimated 
11 million undocumented 
immigrants remain in limbo 

without a pathway to citizenship. 
While community-led campaigns 
have yielded legislation that creates 
safeguards against deportation for 
young people who arrived with their 
parents as children, bureaucratic 
nightmares and forced deportations 
continue unabated.

One particular group of youth 
immigration activists has not only 
taken the courageous step of pub-
licly identifying as undocumented, 
but has pushed back against the 
fear and stigma often associated 
with undocumented status by 
putting out a resounding call for 
immigration reform. Asian Students 
Promoting Immigrant Rights 
through Education, or ASPIRE (www.
facebook.com/aspiredreamers), has 
been at the forefront of the youth 
immigrants’ rights movement in San 
Francisco over the past year, orga-
nizing multiple actions to call for a 
more just system that incorporates 
greater fairness for immigrant youth 
and their families.

In November of 2013, when 
President Barack Obama made an 
appearance in San Francisco, a mem-
ber of ASPIRE named Ju Hong inter-

rupted the president’s speech to call 
upon him to take executive action 
to limit the number of deportations 
taking place. “Interestingly, you talk-
ed about Angel Island during your 
speech,” the ASPIRE member whose 
family came to the United States 
from South Korea when he was 11, 
wrote up in an open follow-up let-
ter to Obama explaining why he’d 
“heckled” him. “What you did not 
mention, however, is that more peo-
ple are detained every single day in 
detention today than were detained 
yearly at Angel Island.”

ASPIRE is housed under Asian 
Americans Advancing Justice, a part 
of the Asian Law Caucus, and has 
been operating for six years, accord-
ing to Akiko Aspillaga, community 
organizer. Following a conference 
for undocumented Asian youth held 
at UC Berkeley, ASPIRE grew into 
a more coordinated movement as 
efforts to pass the California DREAM 
Act move forward, ultimately secur-
ing the ability for undocumented 
youth to apply for financial aid.

“From there, when we saw that 
our very own members were going to 
go through deportation, we started a 
Change.org petition and had our first 
ASPIRE-led rally in front of the ICE 
building,” Aspillaga explained.

Also last November, ASPIRE 
helped to organize a protest block-
ade of a federal Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement bus that was 
carrying detainees, with many of the 
protesters risking arrest in doing so 
due to their undocumented status.

These days, ASPIRE is focusing 
on a campaign to increase immi-
grant access to health care. Aspillaga 
explained that youth organizers had 
heard so many accounts of youth 
who feared calling 911 for a medical 
emergency out of concern that it 
would lead to deportation.

ASPIRE is also working on a 
campaign to reach out to Asian 
Pacific Islanders and encourage API 
youth to apply for Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals, which 
allows certain undocumented young 
people who came to the U.S. as 
children to apply for employment 
authorization. The idea is “not just 
to increase the application, but also 
for it to be more talked about in 
our community,” Aspillaga said. For 
those who live in San Francisco as 
undocumented residents born out-
side the US, “There is still a stigma 
and there is still shame.” ASPIRE 
deserves recognition for reversing 
that perception with its mantra: 
“Undocumented and unafraid.” 2

LocaL Heroes
ASPIRE

aspire, created to support undocumented youth, fearlessly pushes for immigration reform. 
guardian photo by erin conger
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samys.com
*Valid on any purchase of $199 or more for the 6-month offer and on
any purchase of $499 or more for the 12-month offer made on your
Samy’s account. On promo purchase balance, monthly payments re-
quired, but no finance charges will be assessed if (1) promo purchase
balance paid in full in 6 or 12 months, and (2) all minimum monthly
payments on account paid when due. Otherwise, promo may be termi-
nated and treated as a non-promo balance. Finance Charges accrued at
the Purchase APR will be assessed from the purchase date. Regular
rates apply to non-promo balances, including optional charges. Promo
purchases on existing accounts may not receive full benefit of promo
terms, including reduced APR if applicable, if account is subject to
Penalty APR. Payments over the minimum will be applied as required by
applicable law. As of 1/1/10, APR: 28.99% & on all accounts in default,
Penalty APR 29.99%. Minimum finance charge $2.00. Subject to ap-
proval by GE Money Bank.

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 621-8400
1090 Bryant St.
Corner of 9th & Bryant

SAN FRANCISCO’S NEWEST FULLY STOCKED CAMERA STORE!

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9am-6:00pm
SATURDAY: 9:30am-6pm
SUNDAY:  11am - 5pm

AMPLE

PARKING!

PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO EQUIPMENT SALES

NO INTEREST if paid in
full within 6 or 12 Months*

6 Months* on purchases of $199 or more. 12 Months* on purchases of $499 or more with your Samy’s Camera credit card made
between  Oct. 9, 2014  to  Oct. 22, 2014.  Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional 
purchase is not paid in full within 6 or 12 Months or if you make a late payment. Minimum Monthly Payments Required.

FULL RENTAL DEPT. (415)621-7400
Our Rental Department is open from 8am until 6pm

Mon-Fri, 9:30am to 6pm Saturday and closed Sunday

PRICES GOOD OCT. 16 - OCT. 22, 2014 
EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. 
Not responsible for typographical errors. Quantities limited to
stock on hand. First come, first served. No rainchecks and no holds.
Prices subject to change without notice. See store for 
details. Special offers available on in stock items only. 
Colors vary by location. 

TRADE-INS
WANTED!
BRING US YOUR 

USED EQUIPMENT!

POINT & SHOOTS

ALL NIKON PRODUCTS INCLUDE NIKON INC. USA LIMITED WARRANTY.
AUTHORIZED NIKON DEALER, NIKON USA INC.

DSLR

18
MEGAPIXEL

$749 - $150
instant rebate

with 18-55mm
STM lens

Small in size, 
enormous performance

• ISO 100-12800 for stills & ISO 100-
6400 for videos

• Touch Screen Wide 3” Clear View
LCD monitor II

• 9-point AF system

SAVE $150

$599

ALL CANON ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE INCLUDES CANON USA 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY REGISTRATION CARD. $1696.95 - $350 instant rebate

• Ultra-precise autofocus and metering
• ISO performance down to ISO 100 and up to ISO 6400
• 6 frames per second continuously for up to 100 shots

Superior low-light performance

$134695

 

MVP

with 18-140mm

24.1
MEGAPIXEL

SAVE
$350

FREE 32GB SD CARD 
BACKPACK & 
BATTERY

$44799

12.1
MEGAPIXEL

24X
ZOOM

DMC-FZ200
First constant F2.8
camera ever built!

• 1080/60p Full HD Video Recording
• High Sensitivity MOS Sensor for noise-free

shooting
• Approximately 0.95 sec. start-up time

and 12fps with full resolution
• 12-fps  High-speed video in HD quality

SAVE $150

FREE 32GB SD CARD & CASE

FREE 16GB 
SD CARD

FREE 16GB 80 Mbs SD CARD & CASE

$597.99 - $150
instant rebate

• Shoot 720p HD video with a 
dedicated movie button

• Intelligent IS automatically 
chooses from eight different modes

• 24–240mm wide zoom

$129
Ultra-slim and powerful

$149 - $20 
instant rebate

ELPH
150IS

SAVE $20

20
MEGAPIXEL

10X
ZOOM

COOLPIX
P530 $29695 $349

16.1
MEGAPIXEL

42X
ZOOM

Big Zoom with superior
low-light performance

• 42x optical zoom lens goes
from wide-angle to telephoto

• Full manual exposure control
• Full HD 1080p videos with stereo

sound

$446.95 - $150 
instant rebate,
ends 10/18/14

SAVE $150 SAVE $50

• 1" 20.1 MP Exmor R® sensor for 
extreme low-light shots

• Bright F1.8 Zeiss Vario-Sonnar T* lens (24-70mm)
• Pop-up electronic viewfinder
• Multi-angle 3" Xtra Fine LCD™ display

20.1
MEGAPIXEL

Absolutely stunning picture quality –
compact enough to take anywhere

DSC-RX100 III

$798

FREE 16GB SD CARD & CASEFREE 16GB SD CARD & CASE

PowerShot
SX 520 HS

$399 - $50 
instant rebate

High-End, Advanced
Big Zoom Camera

16
MEGAPIXEL

42X
ZOOM

• 24mm Wide-Angle lens with Optical
Image Stabilizer

• DIGIC 4+ Image Processor
• 3.0" 461k-Dot TFT-LCD Screen
• High Speed Autofocus System
• Intelligent IS with Eight Modes

FREE 32GB SD CARD 
& CASE

$47695
1080p Full HD movie recording
with stereo sound

• 24.2 MP DX-format CMOS sensor 
and EXPEED 3

• Guide Mode makes it easy
• 4 fps continuous shooting
• 100-6400 ISO Expandable to 12800 

24.2
MEGAPIXEL

$526.95 - $50 
instant rebate

with 
18-55mm VR

SAVE $50

FREE 32GB SD CARD 
& CASE

$999BODY

20.2
MEGAPIXEL

• Built-in wireless technology
• High speed continuous shooting up to 7.0 fps
• EOS Full HD Movie mode with Movie Servo AF
• Vari-angle Touch Screen 3.0-inch Clear View LCD

$1199 - $200 instant rebate 

Smooth, fast and accurate autofocus

SAVE $200

FREE 32GB SD CARD 
BATTERY & BAG

$2899 - $450 mail-in rebate

20.2
MEGAPIXEL

$2449

• ISO setting 100-25600  
• New 11-point AF
• Continuous shooting up to 4.5 fps
• Built-in Wi-Fi® transmitter

EOS HD Video with 
manual exposure control
and multiple frame rates

With 24-70mm F4
SAVE $450

FREE 32GB SD CARD 
CASE & 
BATTERY

FREE DSLR CLASS!
WITH EVERY CANON, NIKON OR SONY DSLR PURCHASE!

Plus PHOTO BOOK FREE!
WITH EVERY DSLR PURCHASE

MIRRORLESS

TRADE IN ANY WORKING INTERCHANGEABLE
LENS CAMERA FOR $100 CREDIT TOWARDS 

PURCHASE OF A6000!

TRADE IN ANY WORKING INTERCHANGEABLE
LENS CAMERA FOR $250 CREDIT TOWARDS 

PURCHASE OF AN A7 KIT!

$748 All the quality in half the size
and weight of other DSLRs

• Fastest auto focus with 179 AF points
and 11 frames per second

• Instant sharing via smartphone with 
Wi-Fi® and NFC

• ISO range of 100-25600 
for low light photos

6000
with 16-50mm

24
MEGAPIXEL

SAVE $50

$798 - $50 
instant rebate, 
ends 10/18/14

$1798

7
with 28-70mm

24.3
MEGAPIXEL

• World’s lightest interchangeable
lens full-frame camera

• Full Frame 24.3MP resolution 
with 14-bit RAW recording

• Fast Hybrid AF with phase-
detection for DSLR-like speed

• Fast Intelligent AF 

Full Frame Alpha camera

SAVE $200

$1998 - $200
instant rebate

PLUS DMC-GH3
BODY

$89799

• Professional HD Video 
up to 1080/60p in H.264 format

• Sealed magnesium-alloy body
• Full Area High-Speed AF System in

both still and video modes
• Dual-OLED Displays & Live View Finder

Outstanding video capabilitites
16

MEGAPIXEL

FREE 32GB 600X 
SD CARD & BAG

NEW LOWER
PRICE!

New!

• 4K30 / 2.7K50 / 1080p120 fps
• 12MP / 30 fps Burst
• Control. View. Share.

BLACK

$49999

Waterproof to
131’/40m

Features 4K30, 2.7K50 & 1080p120 video

4

GZ-R10
Quad-Proof HD 

Camcorder

$39995

Waterproof to 16.4'
Shockproof  to 4.9'
Freezeproof 14°F
Dustproof 

• 40x Optical / 60x Dynamic Zoom
• Records AVCHD at 1080p/60
• 3" Frameless LCD Touchscreen

FREE HDMI CABLE, JVC BAG
8GB SD CARD!

ALL-WEATHER CAM
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be in the know, visit 
sFbG.com to connect!

the G-List
the Guardian’s top to dos

I
n late 2012, as San Francisco’s 
real estate market heated up — 
and with it a growing epidemic 

of residential evictions of long-
time city residents — a group of 
tech-saavy affordable housing 
activists became frustrated by the 
lack of meaningful city data on 
the problem.

“It really started because I 
started looking for statistics on 
people being evicted. Everyone 
knew there was a major eviction 
crisis underway, but it was hard to 
get data on it,” artist and activist 
Erin McElroy told us.

So she and her fellow hous-
ing activists decided to correct 
the problem and start the Anti-
Eviction Mapping Project (www.
antievictionmappingproject.net), 
which does deep-dive research 
into available housing and evic-
tion data and transforms it into 
useful compilations and compel-
ling visuals.

The group started in early 
2013 by releasing a time-lapse 
data visualization of annual evic-
tions in San Francisco from 1997 
to the present day, graphically 
illustrating the displacement that 
was taking place in the city. Later, 
the group identified the “Dirty 
Dozen” biggest serial evictors 
in the city, the handful of real 
estate speculators responsible 
for multiple evictions, complete 
with mug shots of the perpetators 
and links to supporting data (see 
“Confronting the speculators,” 
1/14/14).

“This is a very visual culture, 
and a lot of people here think 
visually, so to have these maps 
really helps it sink it,” McElroy 
told us.

The group would drill down 
on particularly aggregious offend-
ers, such as Urban Green and 
the McCloskey family behind it, 
using eye-catching visuals to show 

the intensity of their evictions 
here — including a propensity for 
evicting elderly tenants — relative 
to other cities where they owned 
properties.

The group’s work helped ele-
vate public understanding of the 
problem and fuel activism that 
made evictions and displacement 
the top issue in the city (see 
“Year of Evictions,” 12/31/13), 
helped save some residents from 
evictions, and laid the founda-
tion for reforms like Prop. G, 
the anti-speculation tax on the 
November ballot.

“It’s an uphill battle for sure. 
We’re really fighting against big 
money in politics. But we’ve had 
a lot of wins in recent months,” 
McEloy told us recently, citing 
high-profile cases in which evic-
tions have been withdrawn under 
pressure from activists, including 
those of artist Benito Santiago and 
the residents at 1049 Market St. 2

LOCAL HEROES
AntI-EvIctIon MAppIng projEct

the data actvisits behind the anti-eviction mapping project are fighting for renters’ rights. 
guardian photo by brittany m. powell

Join Us For Special Halloween Events

639 Frederick St., San Francisco, CA 94117
 (415) 665-2276

Friday, October 24th

6 - 9PM 
Haunted House and
Teen Costume Party 

Saturday, October 25th

4 - 7PM
Join us for costumes,

carnival games and fun
on our gym fl oor along
with food and prizes

$5 suggested donation for each event. 
All proceeds benefi t

AcroSports Outreach programs.
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R
ev. Lyle Beckman recalls a typical 
night many years ago. Clad in his 
clerical collar as he strode Polk 

Street, he encountered a man afraid 
that the world was under siege from 
alien invaders. Beckman took the man 
to a nearby coffee shop and learned 
more about the man’s mental health 
issues and crippling fear of death.

Beckman listened and occasion-
ally offered advice. When they were 
finished, Beckman pulled a poem out 
of his pocket and handed it to the 
man, and continued on his mission.

“We’re here to provide crisis 
intervention and counseling in the 
middle of the night. We’re someone 
who is not there to hurt you, judge 
you, to tell you you’re wrong or 
crazy,” Beckman said. “We just want 
to share your burden.”

The San Francisco Night Ministry, 
under Beckman’s leadership for the 
last eight years, is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary this year. Since 1964, 
the organization has been providing 
crisis intervention and counseling for 
San Francisco’s downtrodden in the 
middle of the night, a critical time 
often neglected by city services.

In neighborhoods with troubled 
souls on the streets, ministers can be 
found in coffee shops, dive bars, and 
walking the streets. They are open 

for conversation with anyone who 
needs it. Each night, volunteers also 
operate a crisis hotline.

The Night Ministry began its 
mission as a service for youth on the 
street back in the early ’60s, when 
San Francisco was Zion for runaway 
youth. When it ran out of money 
and luck and some began to slip 
through the cracks, the San Francisco 
Council of Churches stepped in to 
help continue this mission.

Since then, it has reinvented 
itself as many times as the city itself. 
In the late ’60s and ’70s, it caught 
the fallout of the Summer of Love. 
In the ’80s, it helped find shelter 
and services for people living with 
AIDS and HIV. Now, it has expanded 
to help people who are losing their 
housing or can’t find affordable 
housing, the mentally ill, and peo-
ple living with drug addictions.

Beckman is no greenhorn in the 
field. For 25 years before he joined the 
Ministry he was a Lutheran pastor in 
New Jersey, Nebraska, and Hartford, 
Connecticut. “I’ve always been around 
people who are struggling with pover-
ty, anger and violence, mental health 
issues,” he said. “All of my ministry in 
urban settings, with people with great 
needs and suffering prepared me for 
my work we do every night.”

Activists for San Francisco’s 
homeless have been struggling 
since former Mayor Gavin Newsom 
launched his Care Not Cash pro-
gram using rhetoric that demonized 
those on the streets, said Jennifer 
Friedenbach of the San Francisco 
Coalition on Homelessness.

“Under Newsom there was an 
attitude that if you make it as uncom-
fortable as possible then homelessness 
will really disappear,” she said.

She says that Proposition G (the 
anti-speculation tax) could help the 
cause by keeping people from being 
displaced from their homes, and that 
Proposition J (raising the minimum 
wage) could help people make ends 
meet and stay off the street. But 
Beckman and the Night Ministry will 
always have an important role to play.

“The first thing is for the people 
of San Francisco to realize that these 
are human beings,” Beckman said. 
“There’s so much anger and resent-
ment, I wish they would remember 
that these people were loved. They 
had all the potential as anyone 
else, but somewhere along the way, 
something happened. They made 
bad choices or fell to circumstances. 
I wish we were a more compassion-
ate city. After all, we are the city of 
Saint Francis.” 2

LocaL Heroes
Night MiNistRy

ministers from san francisco night ministry help troubled souls in the wee hours. 
guardian photo by brittany m. powell
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DOWN AT 
LULU'S
6603 Telegraph Avenue
Oakland, CA 94609
510•601•0964

HAIR SALON • RECORDS
FANZINES • VINTAGE CLOTHING 

ROCK N ROLL
Open 7 days • 11am till 7pm

FOLLOW US ON

@sfbayguardian@sfbayguardian@sfbayguardian@sfbayguardian@sfbayguardian

E
very day in San Francisco, 
Central American children 
as young as 7 years old stand 

before an immigration judge and 
plead for asylum.

They often have no attorney, 
and many do not speak English. 
Part of President Obama’s expedited 
immigration program known as the 
“rocket docket,” the judge’s decision 
to return the chil-
dren to Guatemala, 
El Salvador, or 
Honduras often 
sends them into the 
arms of ferocious 
teenage drug gangs. 
A ticket home is 
often a ticket to 
violence, and nine 
out of 10 minors 
without attorneys 
on the rocket dock-
et are sent home.

That’s when 
national groups 
like the Central 
American Resource 
Center (CARACEN, 
www.caracensf.
org) step in. The 
local office, here 
in San Francisco 
since the ’80s, 
operates with two 
attorneys, a hand-
ful of paralegals, 
and some support 
staff, all devoted to 
defending children 
and teenagers who 
seek refuge in the 
United States.

“It was bad,” 
Brian, a 12-year-old, 
told the Guardian. 
“We couldn’t live in 
peace. There were too 
many gang members. 
They often killed chil-
dren and young teenage boys.”

Children like Brian trek from 
Central America through Mexico, 
huddling together for warmth 
along cold desert trails, often riding 
the backs of massive freight trains 
dubbed The Beast.

They often have little choice but 
to flee. Death comes in myriad ways 
in Central America. A man at one 
immigration rally described a young 
boy who was cut into six pieces. The 
boy’s grandfather unearthed the 
boy’s limbs, one by one, so the fam-

ily could bury him whole. The num-
ber of unaccompanied minors in the 
United States saw an unprecedented 
spike this year, as more than 50,000 
crossed US borders, often ending up 
in federal detention centers. Many 
make their way to San Francisco.

A few groups in SF seek to help 
these unaccompanied minors stay 
in the United States: Legal Services 

for Children, Catholic Charities, 
Dolores Street Services, the Asian 
Law Caucus, and CARECEN. 
Frankly, they’re all heroes. But 
CARECEN deserves special accolades 
not only for its care of children, but 
its unabashed activism.

“War left us with great social 
and emotional scars,” said Laria 
Dugan-Cuadra, the executive direc-
tor of CARECEN. She’s referring to 
Guatemala’s decades-long civil war, 
which peaked in violence in the 
1980s. “The war ended but your 

enemies are your neighbors.
“This civil war was funded by US 

dollars. The US has to take respon-
sibility for creating this storm,” 
Dugan-Cuadra told us. “The main-
stream media perpetuates the idea 
that things happening in the world 
are disconnected to us, that some-
how we’re always the savior. “

The reality is much the oppo-
site. The Central 
American gangs 
feed off the United 
States’ appetite for 
drugs, and the guns 
are exported from 
the US as well.

That per-
spective informs 
CARECEN’s march-
es, rallies, and 
unified voice as it 
cries out against 
unjust federal pol-
icies. Yet despite 
a recent boost of 
over $2 million 
from the Board 
of Supervisors, 
which will soon 
fund more attor-
neys to take more 
immigration cases, 
there are still too 
many children, 
too few attorneys. 
Each attorney can 
handle about 25 
cases at a time, 
Dugan-Cuadra told 
us. As hundreds of 
children await rep-
resentation, many 
will never get it.

“There are 
those cases that 
affect you more 
than others,” 
Maria Villalta, 
a legal assistant 

at CARECEN said. “Like when a 
13-year-old girl tells you she was sex-
ually assaulted during entry. We’re 
taking in this trauma, and we have 
to live with that.”

The staff and attorneys at 
CARECEN have to make hard choic-
es — which child do they help, and 
which child do they allow to be 
deported back to a country where 
kidnapping and murder is the norm?

It’s hard, Dugan-Cuadra told us. 
But she put it simply: “All children 
are sacred.” 2

local heroes
carEcEn

the central american resource center helps undocumented 
minors stay in the us. guardian photo by brittany m. powell

• Images may differ from actual products  • Supplies are limited
• The Promotion is only valid at S. San Francisco Branch
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Best street Fair
Folsom street Fair
www.folsomstreetfair.com

Best Hotel
Phoenix hotel
601 Eddy, SF

www.jdvhotels.com

Best tourist 
attraction
Golden Gate BridGe
www.goldengatebridge.org

Best tour (tie)
tenderloin  
WalkinG tour
www.tlwalkingtours.com

Wild sF
www.wildsftours.com

Best event or venue 
For Kids
exPloratorium
Pier 15, SF

www.exploratorium.edu

Best overall WeBsite
FuncheaPsF
sf.funcheap.com

Best startup company
dePict
www.depict.com

Best neWs WeBsite
hoodline
www.hoodline.com

Best style WeBsite
sF Girl By Bay
www.sfgirlbybay.com

Best sex WeBsite
kink.com
www.kink.com

Best politician
david camPos

Best politician you 
love to Hate
ed lee

Best nonproFit 
organization
st. James inFirmary
1372 Mission, SF

www.stjamesinfirmary.org

Best adult education
city colleGe  
oF san Francisco
www.ccsf.edu

Best tv neWscaster
Frank somerville
www.ktvu.com

Best locally produced 
tv sHoW
check Please, Bay area
www.kqed.org

Best radio station
kQed
www.kqed.org

Best radio dJ or sHoW
leGion is on the air
facebook.com/legionisontheair

Best tattoo parlor
Black + Blue tattoo
381 Guerrero, SF

blackandbluetattoo.com

Best tattoo artist
tanya Wischerath, 
modern electric studio
60 Otis, SF

modernelectricstudio.com

Best local  
animal rescue
muttville senior 
doG rescue
www.muttville.org

Best dog-WalKing service
small cluB
1020 Mariposa, SF

www.smallclubsf.com

Best pet groomer
viP GroominG
4299 24th St, SF

www.vipgroomingsf.com

Best veterinarian (tie)
all Pets hosPital
269 South Van Ness, SF

www.aphsf.com

mission Pet hosPital
720 Valencia, SF

www.missionpet.com

Best dentist
WashinGton sQuare 
Park dental
1719 Powell, SF

www.wsparkdental.com

Best doctor (tie)
one medical
201 Spear St #230, SF

onemedical.com/San-Francisco

hanya Barth, 
comPassionate 
health oPtions
1200 Howard, SF

www.green215.com

Best plumBer
thomas Friel 
PlumBinG
245 Connecticut St, SF

(415) 626-1662

Best electrician
Pauric electric
541 Scott, SF

www.thesfelectrician.com

Best realtor
veronica Garcia hayes, 
Prudential realty
www.pruca.com

Best moving service
delancey street 
movinG & truckinG
600 Embarcadero, SF

delanceystreetfoundation.org

Best cleaning service
dirty donnie 
cleaninG service
dirtydonniesgreenclean.com

Best alternative 
Healing
douBle haPPiness 
health
1501 Mariposa, SF

doublehappinesshealth.com

Best tHerapist
nick veneGoni mFt, 
holistic theraPy sF
1801 Bush #233, SF

www.holistictherapysf.com

Best car mecHanics
Pat’s auto GaraGe
1090 26th St, SF

www.patsgarage.com

Best motorcycle 
repair (tie)
tokyo moto
50 Otis, SF

www.tokyomotosf.com

o’hanlon 
motorcycles
162 Clara, SF

ohanlonmotorcycles.com

Best Bicycle repair
Box doG Bikes
494 14th St, SF

www.boxdogbikes.com

Best sHoe repair (tie)
Pioneer reneWer
4501 18th St, SF

(415) 255-4576

haiGht street  
shoe rePair
1614 Haight, SF

(415) 565-6710

Best tailor (tie)
castro street 
tailors
550 Castro, SF

(415) 431-7222

Galleria tailors
133 Kearny, SF

(415) 788-3452

Best laundromat
BrainWash caFe
1122 Folsom, SF

www.brainwash.com

Best salon
PuBlic BarBer salon
1528 Grant, SF

www.publicbarbersalon.com

Best Hairstylist
reBecca nummer, 
carmichael salon
166 Geary, SF

www.carmichaelsalon.com

Best massage
ProJect Zen
325 Bay, SF

projectzenmassage.com

Best day spa
kaBuki
1750 Geary, SF

www.kabukisprings.com

Best gym
Fitness sF
Multiple Locations

www.fitnesssf.com

Best personal trainer
ace morGan
2164 Market, SF

acemorganfitness.wordpress.com

Best yoga studio
the Pad
1690 Union, SF

www.thepadstudios.com

Best yoga instructor
tony eason
www.ynottony.com

Best amateur  
sports team
Bay area derBy Girls
www.bayareaderbygirls.com

Best puBlic  
sports Facility
keZar stadium

Best BeacH
Baker Beach

Best puBlic parK
Golden Gate Park

Best nature spot For 
people WitH disaBilities
muir Woods

Best campground
anGel island
www.angelisland.org

Best camp For Kids
tree FroG treks
2112 Hayes, SF

www.treefrogtreks.com

Best parK For dogs
Fort Funston

Best sKate spot
Potrero del sol

Best surF spot
linda mar Beach

Best place to  
WatcH tHe sunset
lands end

city living
readers’ poll
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The Best 
Skin Care Products 
for Sensitive Skin

40% OFF
valid 10/15-10/31/14
Enter code bob40off

Only at www.sensitiveskinclinic.com
Celebrating Best of the Bay’s 40th anniversary!

BEST NEW GRIND
San Francisco’s status as a legend-
ary skate spot tumbled and bailed 
in the past decade as skatestoppers 
(metal brackets) gummed up the 
grinds at historic skate spots like 
EMB (the Embarcadero), Hubba 
Hideout, Wallenberg, and Pier 
7. But with this year’s unveiling 
of the new SoMa West skate park 
underneath a busy freeway over-
pass, SF skating got a shot in the 
arm. The park’s ramps and blocks 
are architectural throwbacks to 
skating spots of yore. (SoMa West 
was funded by San Francisco 
Public Works.) Thrashers of all 
ages ollie, grind, and carve over 
the new ramps and rails on the 
daily. And though a few neighbors 
complain about the noise, let ’em 
crow: This is a skate revival here 
in the SFC. Legendary Bayview 
skater Larry Redmon’s saying, “We 
out here,” was never more real. All 
that’s needed to make it perfect is 
a bathroom.
Duboce between Valencia and Otis, SF.

BEST CUTE QUIPS
It’s hardly ever hawking lemonade, 
but this tiny outdoor stand near 
Noe and Market streets does serve 
up a steady supply of timely humor 
and social commentary via its 
constantly-changing chalkboard 
marquee. “Earthquake prediction 5 
cents,” “Google Glass returns and 
rentals (5 cent returns, $1500 rent-
als),” “Now hiring: LEGO Master 
Builder. Starting pay: 5 cents” are 
just a few of the quips delivered by 
Noe So Cute this past year. A quick 
#NoeSoCute hashtag search on 
Instagram will reveal many more, 
including some poignant mots juste 
on a changing San Francisco and 
world: “Bitcoin exchange,” “Closed 
due to government shutdown,” 
“Rain.” Named for the plethora of 
“Awww, so cute!” comments it elic-
its from passersby, the stand owes 
its levity from neighbors, who take 
turns updating the sign that has 
become a good read on the pulse 
of the local community.
233 Noe, SF.

BEST CRUISE WITH A VIEW
San Francisco trail runners with 
wheels have a huge web of wooded 
wonderland trails available for their 
workouts. The glorious Mill-Valley-
to-Stinson-Beach Dipsea Trail, or 
the mossy confines of Oakland’s 
Redwood Regional Park, can be 
reached in 45-ish minutes, if traffic 
on whichever bridge you have to 
cross isn’t too gnarly. Fortunately 
for the car-free, the San Francisco 
segment of the California Coastal 
Trail offers challenging, (mostly) 
off-road turf with spectacular 
views to boot — including a killer 
glimpse of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
Start at the GGB toll plaza and 
work your way past the Presidio 
and down to Baker Beach, along 
posh Sea Cliff sidewalks, to Lands 
End, then past the Sutro Baths 
ruins, and all the way along the 
Pacific past Lake Merced to Fort 
Funston. If time (or distance — it’s 
nearly 11 miles in total) is an issue, 
just the bridge-to-Cliff House route 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 20 >>

best new grind: soma west skate park 
GUArdIAN PhOTO by TIm dAw

city living
editors’ picks
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is particularly crush-worthy.
www.californiacoastaltrail.info

BEST STREET LIFE
Every few weeks from March 
through October, the streets of a 
different San Francisco neighbor-
hood are transformed into a wel-
coming, car-free space filled with 
slow-pedaling cyclists, frolicking 
children, whirling dancers, and 
meandering community members 
from all over. San Francisco was 
one the first US cities to adopt 
this temporarily car-free ciclovia 
concept from Colombia, dubbing 
ours Sunday Streets, and the event’s 
proven to be a huge success — an 
easy way to create open space for a 
day in this built-out city, it recently 
celebrated its 50th installment. The 
season closer for this year will be 
on Oct. 19 in the Mission District, 
always one of the most popular 
spots. We’ll see you out there.
www.sundaystreetssf.com

BEST FLUSH OF KNOWLEDGE
While the above-ground, ped-
al-powered “Sewer Tours” have been 
happening in the city for several 
years now — a testament to both 
San Francisco’s endless curiosity 
for infrastructure and boundless 
enthusiasm for bicycling — the 
routes, like the sewers, have con-
tinued to morph. This year’s San 
Francisco Sewer Tour, a 12-mile epic 
journey from the wind-buffeted 
flanks of San Bruno Mountain, to 

the vivid valleys of the Bayview, 
was by far our favorite, and judging 
from the ambitious turnout despite 
a last-minute reschedule, we weren’t 
the only ones lured by the idea of a 
sewer tour which required no rubber 
boots or high-powered flashlights, 
but rather low gears, picnic lunches, 
and a few orange safety vests. In 
2014, the sewer tour visited the loca-
tions of four watersheds while trac-
ing the course of our subterranean 
sewage system. We’re not sure if the 
organizers can top it next year, but 
we’re certainly willing to find out.
www.milesepstein.com

BEST PUTTERING  
AROUND TOWN
A miniature golf course in a former 
mortuary? Why not? We are, after 
all, in San Francisco, where ironic 
rebirths of classic entertainment 
reign — especially if there’s good 
food involved. But Urban Putt isn’t 
your grandma’s mini golf course. Hit 
a ball into a tunnel, only to watch 
it reappear on the ceiling, then cas-
cade down a wall that doubles as a 
musical instrument, playing you a 
tune before the ball finally drops 
into the hole. With San Francisco-
themed Rube Goldberg devices like 
the “TransAmerica Windmill” and 
earthquake-shaking Painted Ladies 
(owner Steve Fox used 3D printers to 
design the course), everyone can be 
Happy Gilmore here. And of course 
there are organic, locally-sourced 
snacks, as well as cocktails, which 
take the center stage when the 
course goes 21 and over at 8pm. 
(Before that, the place is 100 percent 

family friendly.)
1096 South Van Ness, SF. (415) 341-1080, 
www.urbanputt.com

BEST SPA-SITIVE AFFIRMATION
If you subscribe to the view that 
energy flow determines the health 
of the body, mind, and spirit, you’re 
overdue for a healing bodywork ses-
sion at Aria Skin and Body. Sessions 
here can resemble traditional mas-
sage, but don’t be surprised if your 
therapist takes her hands off you 
— treatment focuses on releasing 
stress and tension that block the 
path of energy, and isn’t just about 
physical manipulation of flesh. You 
can also grab a facial or wax from 
the spa’s founder, esthetician Thy 
Pham. Her positive energy is addict-
ing — she’s really into the inner 
beauty of everyone who walks 
through her doors, which you can 
feel even when she’s ripping your 
hair out by the roots. Still, Aria’s 
not just a pretty face. Pham strives 
to be as eco-friendly with her busi-
ness as possible, and would never 
dare to touch your gorgeous bod 
with an animal-tested product.
500 Sutter St., Suite 601, SF.  
(415) 250-5340, www.ariaskinandbody.com

BEST PAY-WHAT-YOU-WILL 
POSES
San Franciscans take their yoga 
seriously, and the city is filled with 
dozens of big studios that feature 
marquee yoga instructors offering a 
broad range of styles and schticks. 
But we prefer our yoga a little 
more down-to-earth (and, being 
starving journalists, cheaper). So 
we’ve become big fans of Yoga to the 
People, a donation-based ($10 per 
class is the suggested fee — but you 
can drop whatever you want in the 
Kleenex box), hourlong, anti-guru 

(no teacher names are listed on 
the schedule, you get whoever you 
get) alternative to big studio flows. 
Shoutout to the San Francisco stu-
dio, a big, beautiful room near the 
16th Street BART that gets packed 
with fellow sweaty, bendy souls.
2973 16th St., SF; 64 Shattuck Sq., 
Berk. www.yogatothepeople.com

BEST NEWS SITE THAT CLIMBS 
EVERY MOUNTAIN
Long-time Bay Guardian editor Tim 
Redmond, who left us last year, is 
doing outstanding journalism on 
his new website 48 Hills, blessing 
San Francisco with another pro-
gressive news outlet that was sorely 
needed. Redmond has a deep insti-
tutional memory of the city’s socio-
political history, insightful writing 
style, and commit-
ment to high jour-
nalistic standards. 
Using donations from 
the community and 
small grants, he’s 
created a clean and 
compelling site that 
strives to be more 
like a well-reported 
newspaper than news 
aggregator, regularly 
breaking important 
stories. Another for-
mer Guardianista, 
Caitlin Donohue, 
also does events 
listing on the site 
her inimitable style. 
They’re regularly 
joined by other important Bay Area 
voices. And that name? “There are 
47 named hills in San Francisco, 
but when it comes to social and 
economic justice, there’s always 
one more to climb.”
www.48hills.org

BEST GLOBAL WARRIORS
Flying feet and firing fists fill the 
dojo at the Inner Sunset’s World 
Team USA, a premiere Muay Thai 
training spot. Coach Kru Ajarn 
Sam Phimsoutham (Kru Sam to his 
friends) is committed to whipping 
even the previously couch-bound 
into fighting shape, and his team 
has already produced one star in Ky 
Hollenbeck, who fought a nationally 
televised fight at Madison Square 
Garden last year. World Team’s 
newest up-and-comer is a San 
Francisco native: Robby Squyres Jr., 
an underdog whose star rose in the 
Battle of the Pacific amateur tourna-
ment. World Team USA is not just 
about jocks kicking each other to a 
bloody pulp, however (though they 
do that too). The dojo also teaches 

anti-bullying classes at local high 
schools, and fighters are unyielding 
and unstoppable, but they also value 
respect and the quest for inner peace.
445 Judah, SF. (415) 759-1510,  
www.worldteamusa.com

CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 >>
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BEST CRUISE WITH A VIEW
CONT>>

best cute quips: noe so cute  INSTAGrAm PhOTO by @GAmbITThEfrENChIE

best way to get in tutu shape: cardio barre (above); best spa-sitive affirmation: aria skin and body 
(bottom right) GUArdIAN PhOTO Of CArdIO bArrE by brITTANy m. POwEll
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Everybody loves skulls.
Skulls, a revealing exhibit. Through Nov 30. 
From a massive African elephant to a wall of  
California sea lions, there’s a lot to love. 

Get tickets at calacademy.org

Skulls10.13x11_Biker_Closing.indd   1 9/22/14   2:15 PM
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Electrify Your Bike!
Hub motor Conversion Kits

Electric Bike Sales

MUNI sucks!
Set yourself free.

HighTekBikes
Your Ride Into the Future

www.hightekbikes.com

415-745-2453
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24/7 EMERGENCY LOCKSMITH
SERVING SAN FRANCISCO

415.751.2087  
License # 936690  www.rinosecurity.com

BEST TIME TRAVEL  
ON TWO WHEELS
Join a Shaping San Francisco bike ride 
and discover aspects of San Francisco 
history that you’d never get on top 
of one of those hulking hop-on-hop-
off tour buses. For example: What 

do you know about 1934’s General 
Strike and how its aftermath influ-
enced our city’s radical working-class 
history? Tales of labor battles, eco-
logical history, even foundations of 
the transit system can all be found 
on these bicycle and walking tours 
led by Chris Carlsson, who provides 
a unique look at the rich layers that 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 24 >>

CONT>> make up this urban landscape. Nor 
are these stimulating excursions the 
only gift co-founder Carlsson’s non-
profit imparts to the city. Shaping 
SF’s Digital Scanning Project show-
cases historical collections with 
neighborhood newspapers, some of 
which are out of print, in order to 
make them available as online his-
torical resources.
www.shapingsf.org

BEST FREQUENCIES FOREVER
Internet radio comes with certain 
freedoms: few responsibilities to 
advertisers, more immediate con-
nection to listeners, the ability to 
accidentally utter expletives without 
fear of punishment from the FCC. 
And hey, the Guardian can even host 
its own show! But our ability to raise 
hell (and sometimes swear) through 
our bi-weekly BFF.FM Alternative 
Ink program isn’t the only reason 
we believe that this vibrant online 
radio station warrants a Best of the 
Bay honor. BFF.FM — Best Frequencies 
Forever to those in the know — is 
a gardener of grooves, cultivating 
a flourishing community of music 
lovers, DJs, and other creative types. 
The always-growing lineup includes 
shows like Dig This! (jazz/funk/hip-
hip grooves from across the cosmos), 
Burrito Justice Radio (tagline: “Like 
Twitter for the radio”), and Radio 
Shoe (“themed playlists that make 
you feel things”). Kudos to Cosmic 
Amanda, BFF.FM station manager, for 
filling the city with fresh new sound.
www.bff.fm

BEST LANDSCAPE EUREKA
Breathe deep before you crest the 
steep, short Old Mine Trail on Mt. 
Tam — the view’s gonna take that 

amanda guest, aka cosmic amanda (left), runs bff.fm, best frequencies forever 
GUArdIAN PhOTOS by ErIN CONGEr
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air right from your lungs. Suddenly, 
to the right, your stunned self will 
be taking in the entire San Francisco 
skyline, not to mention miles of the 
bay: On a clear day, the scene will 
include both bridges. Oakland and 
the East Bay expand to one’s left, 
a perfect geography lesson for the 
under-informed. Being but a short 
trek (3/4 of a mile) to its picturesque 
top, the Old Mine Trail is a great spot 
to finish an all-day trek, or just for a 
quick trip to eagle-eye our stunning 
home. Golden hillsides, shaded for-
est groves, an enchanting bay, and 
miles of connecting trails between 
Old Mine and the city will leave you 
spent (in a good way) before your 
hiking-shoe heels click back home.
Trailhead at Pantoll Ranger Station, Mount 
Tamalpais State Park, 3801 Panoramic 
Hwy, Mill Valley. parks.ca.gov

BEST FONTS OF INFORMATION
The oldest and largest source of 
typefaces for letterpress printers in 
the United States is located right in 
San Francisco’s backyard. Established 
in 1915, M&H Type Foundry uses 
historic machinery dating back to 
the Panama Pacific International 
Exposition, and houses an extensive 
collection of fonts and types in its 
Presidio building. Take a peek behind 
the scenes during one of the site’s 
weekly public tours, which include 
glimpses of the historic printing and 
bookmaking facilities at printer-pub-
lishers Arion Press, a firm that shares 
the building with the historic found-
ry. Other draws for avid letter lovers 
and font fanatics include demos of 
traditional typecasting methods that 
employ hot metal, and hands-on 

methodology for book binding.
Tours Thursdays 3:30-5pm, $10. 
Reservations required.  
1802 Hays, SF. (415) 668-2548, www.
arionpress.com/mandh

BEST JUMPING FOR JOYSTICKS
The ’80s never died — they live on 
in gaudy, trashy glory at High Scores 
Arcade. Here, “Push it real good!” 
spills from the jukebox as purple neon 
lights swirl, and it feels oh-so-right 
to grab the red joystick of a perfectly 
preserved vintage 
Donkey Kong 
game. (A game 
that hails from 
the days before 
Mario became 
Mario, and 
instead went by 
Jumpman.) At 
High Scores you 
can handle all 
the joysticks you 
want, from Tron 
to Street Fighter. 
The highlight of 
the joint is a cus-
tom-built arcade 
board, which fea-
tures 100 retro arcade games undoubt-
edly hailing from your fondest 
teenage memories, ready to play once 
again. And before you bust out your 
quarters, check this out: For a flat 
entry fee, you get unlimited turns on 
all the games in the place. Hadoken!
1414 Park, Alameda. (609) 468-3083, 
www.highscoresarcade.com

BEST IN-YOUR-FACEBOOK
Facebook has become less about 
posting original status updates (duh, 
that’s what Twitter is for) or perfect-
ly-arranged photos (see: Instagram) 
and more about sharing news stories 

of either hilarious or serious value. 
VanishingSF’s offerings fall in the later 
category, the Facebook page acting as 
a kind of local news aggregator when-
ever “progress” threatens to squash 
another element of San Francisco’s 
traditionally artistic, free-thinking 
spirit. There’s a heavy emphasis on 
housing (landlords behaving badly; 
skyrocketing rents; more ritzy con-
dos?), but VanishingSF also keeps tabs 
on other political and cultural issues, 
recommending articles with bits of 

context, quotes, or just a well-timed 
“WTF?” Of course, it’s not all bad 
news and timely barbs — worries of 
Taqueria Cancun’s landlord battles 
are cut with well-deserved congrats to 
our local drag queens whose organiz-
ing bested Facebook’s regressive birth-
name-on-profile policy.
www.facebook.com/VanishingSF

BEST BIGFOOTIN’
NorCal trail runners encounter vari-
eties of wildlife on the regular (deer, 
squirrels, unsteady tourists on bicy-
cles), but only a select few can claim 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 26 >>

BEST lANdSCAPE EUREKA
CONT>>

best street life: sunday streets (above); robby squyres jr. practices at world team usa,  
best global warriors Sf ExAmINEr PhOTO Of SUNdAy STrEETS by CINdy ChEw; PhOTO Of rObby SqUyrES jr. by mIkE kOOzmIN
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to have seen the mighty Bigfoot. Up 
your chances in the mythic matter 
by signing up for a half-marathon, 
10k, or 5k with Sasquatch Racing, 
which organizes a handful of trail 
runs each year at parks around the 
Bay Area. They’re all critter-themed 

(Bobcat Blitz, Rattlesnake Ramble, 
Honey Badger Half, and the signa-
ture Sasquatch Scramble.) They will 
all route you through woods as hilly 
as they are gorgeous and you juuust 
might catch a glimpse of a crypto-
zoological wonder, because not only 
do these guys run hard, they like to 
have fun — which means at least 
one costumed Bigfoot handing out 
high-fives along the way, and beer at 
the finish line.
www.sasquatchracing.com

BEST NORMAN ROCKWELL 
PARKLET
The Outer Richmond neighborhood 
comes together at Simple Pleasures 

Café. Families, pals, dates, everyone 
under the sun kicks it on the small 
eatery’s patio, and more recently, 
its new parklet. A typical scene: 
someone’s adorable tousled-haired 
kid roams around, playing with a 
Corgi while neighbors cruise by to 
wave hello. Really, Simple Pleasures 
reminds us of a Bohemian Leave it 
to Beaver scene, a Norman Rockwell 

with beer. Pull up a seat on 
any given weekend eve-
ning and you’re bound 
to hear some thump-
ing-good live music 
inside the tiny, hip 
joint, which claims 
to be the oldest café 
in the Richmond. In 
a city where we often 
feel so walled off from 
one another, it really 
is a place where you 
can kick back with 
a cup of joe (roasted 
in-house) and enjoy 
the Simple things.
3434 Balboa, SF. (415)  
387-4022, www.simple 
pleasurescoffee.com

BEST WAY TO  
GET IN TUTU SHAPE
Ah, ballet: the stiff 
tulle, the slim waists, 
the toned glutes! No, 
you need not be Clara 
from The Nutcracker 
to benefit from Cardio 
Barre, an exercise stu-
dio whose fat-burning 
workouts are based on 
barre work, with light 
weights employed for a 
lengthening and ton-
ing effect. (But you can 
imagine your dancing 
with those Sugar Plum 
Fairies while you sweat.) 

Proof of the efficacy of 
founder Richard Giorla’s 

method lies in the sheer popularity of 
his classes — Cardio Barre branches 
have opened doors all up and down 
the California coast, and the work-
out plan has even spread to Utah, 
Tennessee, and soon enough, Florida. 
You’ll be in good company if your en 
pointe brings you this way: The Black 
Swan herself has sung the praises of 
these workouts (we’re talking about 
Amanda Bynes, of course.)
61 Gough, SF. (415) 659-8540, www.
cardiobarre.com/studios/san-francisco-ca

BEST FILIPINO BEAT-DAAN
His weapons-based Filipino martial 
arts form is fast, it flows, and Grand 
Master Robert Castro of Eskabo Daan 
says some of his favorite athletes to 
train are those who come from a 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 28 >>

best bigfootin’:  
sasquatch racing 

BEST BIGFOOTIN’
CONT>>
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Bayside Remodeling and Construction
Bathrooms • Kitchens • Additi ons • Decks • Roofs • Dry Rot

Foundati ons • Exterior Kitchens • Windows • Plumbing  
Free Consultati ons 

www.BaysideRemodelingAndConstructi on.com

Serving San Francisco & The Bay Area Since 1986

(415) 879-1634 
John Joseph Coyle

General Contractor License #680332
Insured • Licensed • Bonded

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 • 8:00 PM
With fans like David Byrne and Massive Attack, 
British singer Alice Russell has stunned the world 
with her powerful voice, singing everything from 
funk to soul to R&B. 

A L IC E RUS SE L L I N CONC E RT
With opening act The Seshen

“ADELE, WATCH YOUR BACK!” 
– ROLLING STONE

EXCLUSIVE 25%  DISCOUNT!
USE THE CODE  SF B G  TO REDEEM.

3200 California Street, San Francisco, CA 94118 • 415.292.1200
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musical background. Why? Because 
they’ve already got rhythm, an 
integral part of the Eskabo Daan 
training method. The discipline is a 
mixture of fighting forms Eskrima, 
Serrada, Kali, Arnis, boxing, and Jeet 
Kune Do — and if you’re wondering, 
the name is an acronym of all six. 
Castro has built the practice around 
community service, and especially 

loves inducting teenagers into his 
ranks. If you’re looking for a preview 
before you enroll, you might go 
for crab and garlic noodles across 
the street at Vietnamese joint The 
Crustacean; the restaurant has a rad 
view of the fighting floor.
1475 Polk, second floor, SF.  
(415) 674-4388, www.eskabodaan.org

BEST GENE GENIES
“They come in with the perception 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 >>

BEST fIlIpINo BEaT-daaN
CONT>>

best gene genies: nexgene girls
PhOTO COUrTESy Of NExGENE GIrlS
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Relieve Pain and 
Unlock your Body’s 

Potential with Massage
Most common muscular pains, i.e. that kink in 
your neck or tightness in your back, are muscles 
locked in a spasm. Through expert touch, 
massage therapy re-educates your muscles and 
joints and guides them back to optimal levels of 
flexibility and performance. 

For athletes, massage is a key component for 
optimal performance. While training hard is 
essential, massage increases recovery time, 
stamina and strength by providing your muscles 
with increased circulation to rebuild faster. 
Massage also helps athletes avoid injuries from 
overuse and heal from the ones they have more 
rapidly.

Oxygen Massage Therapy has been unleashing 
the potential locked in our clients’ bodies for 
over 8 years. All of our massage therapists are 
extensively trained and have years of experience 
to help you reach and exceed your goals for 
wellness.  Book an appointment today:

Clinically Oriented Massage Therapy
Marina: 1905 Union St 
SoMA: 111 New Montgomery
Mission: 3389 22nd Street
By appointment only
www.oxygenmassagetherapy.com
415 738 7708

that a scientist is a guy, and he’s 
white,” Marlena Jackson told us of the 
participants in her biotech program 
for female teens, Nexgene Girls. “But 
when they’re done, and they’re asked 
to draw a scientist, they draw a girl. 
They’re not even drawing a woman. 
They’re drawing themselves.” Shivers. 
This is where mental, and by exten-
sion economic, power is built — in the 
internships with professional scientists 

that Jackson and co-founder Jeanette 
Wright’s coordinate for young resi-
dents of Bayview and Hunter’s Point. 
Biotech is one of the only tech-related 
industries that boasts strong female 
participation, and in a Bay Area whose 
future that seems more and more 
dependent on technology jobs, it’s 
groups like Nexgene Girls that keep 
our local kids skills’ relevant.
www.nexgenegirls.org

BEST SUBTERRANEAN THRILLS
A subterranean labyrinth where 

actors lead patrons on a hodgepodge 
tour of creepy SF-inspired historical 
haunts — and relate spooky tales of 
1850s Alcatraz ghosts, sinister post-
Gold Rush crime syndicate the San 
Francisco Hounds, Wild West saloon 
owner Miss Piggott, and infamous 
crimper Shanghai Kelly? Will there 
be rats? Oh yes, there will be rats, and 
ingenious torture devices, and other 
threatening thingamabobs, some 
chilling, some kinda cheesy (that’s the 
fun). The San Francisco Dungeon arrived 
here this year from the same European 

company behind Madame Tussauds 
and Legoland, and fit right in with 
the other offerings on Fisherman’s 
Wharf — except for one crucial dif-
ference: it’s a blast of ghoulish fun 
that plays off tales from 1850-1907, 
which includes the rough and tumble 
Barbary Coast era. (So what if the 
Dungeon overlooks the 1906 earth-
quake — presumably that will be cov-
ered in a follow-up theme attraction.) 
You also get to ride a scary boat!
145 Jefferson, SF. (855) 753-9999, 
www.thedungeons.com/sanfrancisco

BEST TANGIBLE EXPERIENCE
Parents. Put down that glowing 
screen! Kids, step away from the 
iPad! It’s time for some good ol’ 
fashioned hands-on fun. Adventure 
Playground, a wonderland of a park at 
the Berkeley Marina, encourages kids 
to build actual, tangible items using 
actual physical tools — taking us 
back to the days when digital meant 
“with your fingers.” Kids use a metal 
detector to find nails, trade them in 
for other tools and paint, and then 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 32 >>

BEST GENE GENIES
CONT>>
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DOORS OPEN 1 HOUR PRIOR TO EVENTS

Institute for  
Leadership Studies

PRESENTED BY

SERIES SPONSORED BY

PURCHASE TICKETS: 415-927-0960   X1 
WWW.BOOKPASSAGE.COM/DOMINICAN

Leon 
Panetta
Worthy Fights  

Friday, October 17, 2:00 p.m.
Ticket price of $40 includes a  
complimentary signed copy of the book.

Dr. Atul 
Gawande
Being Mortal   

Wednesday, October 22, 7:00 p.m.
Ticket price of $30 includes a 
complimentary signed copy of the book.

Mario 
Batali
America—Farm to Table  

Saturday, November 1, 1:00 p.m.
Ticket price of $40 includes a  
complimentary signed copy of the book.

in conversation with  
Liam Mayclem

get to work building the fort of their 
dreams — or maybe attaching an 
addition onto the pre-existing play 
structure. Oh, and there’s a zipline, 
too. No, this isn’t the place for heli-
copter parents (the point is really to 
let your kid discover the place for 
themselves), but if you don’t mind a 
little dirt under your little ones’ fin-
gernails, it can’t be beat.
160 University, Berk. www.ci.berkeley.
ca.us/adventureplayground

BEST F-WORD HACKERSPACE
Make paper circuits! Become a kernel 
hacker! Bind buttons! Here at Double 
Union, an unabashedly intersectional, 
trans-inclusive feminist hackerspace 
in the heart of the Mission, all is 
possible. High and low tech mix 
gleefully, programming and knitting 
existing in happy tandem. These 
rebels host work-
shops, events, 
and open houses 
for the curious 
noobs (other-
wise, members 
and their guests 
are the only 
ones you’ll find 
inside.) Double 
Union isn’t shy 
about its prin-
ciples either — 
“The Internet 
Feminists Are Watching You” stick-
ers are available, as are “Not afraid to 
say the F-word: Feminism” T-shirts. 
A comprehensive application process 
ensures that it will stay a safe com-
munity center for those who want 
to empower women in maker spaces, 
online and off.
333 Valencia, No. 445, SF.  
www.doubleunion.org

BEST FREAKIN’ FREAK FEST
From its humble beginnings 16 
years ago — when the Consortium 
of Collective Consciousness raves 
spilled out of their underground 
warehouse onto Howard Street and 
into a nascent street fair — to today’s 
10-stage thumping extravaganza 
for tens of thousands of fabulous 
freaks, the How Weird Street Faire has 
become the spring kickoff event to 
the festival, street fair, and Burning 
Man seasons in San Francisco. 
Showcasing the area’s top DJ talent 
on stages built and hosted by various 
electronic music and burner collec-
tives, How Weird has been busting 
at its colorfully stitched seams these 
last few years — it’s also become an 
encouraging meeting point for the 
city’s sadly sometimes-mutually-ex-
clusive arts and tech communities 
— with organizers hoping 2015 will 
be the year that city officials finally 
let them expand an additional block 

down Howard Street. We, and many 
freaks like us, hope so too.
Centered at Howard and Second streets, 
tentatively scheduled for April 26, 2015, 
Howweird.org

BEST GLASSHOLE REPELLENT
What’s the saying? Never bring a 
knife to a gun fight? Well, never 
bring your Google Glass to a place 

BEST TANGIBLE ExPERIENCE
CONT>>

best freakin’ freak fest: how weird street faire; best glasshole 
repellent: molotov’s sCreeNshOT frOm yOuTu.be/bx-spe-82w4
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A huge thank you to my clients who voted 
me Best of the Bay’s Best Realtor 2014!
I am honored you have trusted me with one 
of the largest and most important decisions 
one makes in their lifetime. I am truly grateful 
to work and live in this community which
my family has resided in for four generations.
I have met some of the most amazing people 
over my 10 year career and look forward
to serving more of you in the near future!

Veronica Garcia-Hayes, Realtor
Prudential California Realty

1715 Polk Street
San Francisco, CA 94109

415-244-1060
VeronicaSellsSF@gmail.com

License #1455622

called Molotov’s either. In a dustup 
seen (and celebrated) around the 
world, “social media expert” Sarah 
Slocum wandered with her $1,500 
Google face-contraption into 
rough-and-tumble Lower Haight 
bar Molotov’s, trailing aggressive 
entitlement in her wake. The tat-
tooed and tipsy denizens weren’t 
having it, especially when Slocum 
started recording and insulting 
them. A fight broke out. Slocum 
claimed she was attacked and her 

purse stolen, although parts of her 
story began to fall apart, especially 
when video from her Glass started 
circulating. We’re no fans of vio-
lence (and Slocum and her Twitter 
feed seem to have recovered nicely), 
but the whole story was truly a tale 
for our techie times — a clash of 
old school vs. clueless — with a lit-
tle delicious comeuppance thrown 
in for good measure.
582 Haight, SF. (415) 558-8019
CONTINUES ON PAGE 34 >>

best honorary mayor: paul mccartney 
GUArdIAN PhOTO by SIxTEENTh + brOAdwAy PhOTOGrAPhy
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Call or email for a FREE estimate
MR. UNGER

415-724-0299  |  License #982722 BEST AHDM4U
Like everyone else, we have abso-

lutely no idea what the name of this 
website means. What we do know is 
that it’s the coolest thing to happen 
to San Francisco media in a very long 

CONT>> time. An online lifestyle magazine 
(slogan: “not a total vanity project”) 
launched last year by writer, feminist, 
and former Guardian culture editor 
Caitlin Donohue and model and 
party promoter Kelly Lovemonster, 
AHDM4U keeps us constantly updated 
on fashion, parties, music, politics, 
sexuality, culture, and so very much 
more. If you thought SF was losing 
its feisty queer and contemporary 
arts edge, AHDM4U will come cor-
rect with who to know and where 
to meet them. Recently launched: 
a Spanish-language section, with 
reporting from Donohue in her new 
Mexico City home.
www.ahdm4u.com

BEST HONORARY MAYOR
Does it make us unpatriotic to 
choose a Briton for this? Well, 
screw it — er, let it be — because 
Paul McCartney has held court over 
more momentous and emotional 
San Francisco experiences in recent 
years than just about anyone we 
can think of. From his unforgetta-
ble, cathartic set for roughly half 
the city at Outside Lands in 2013 
(complete with coy stage banter 
about the “wonderful” marijuana 
smell wafting up from the crowd) 
to his fireworks-filled, full-circle 
farewell to Candlestick show on the 
stadium’s last night this past August, 
we can only hope we’re still going 
that strong, shaking our butts (and 
signing fans’) by the time we turn 
72. Until then, Sir Paul — all our 
loving. And you’re invited to any 
ribbon-cutting you want. 2

KELLY LOVEMONSTER AND CAITLIN DONOHUE Of AHDM4U, bEST AHDM4U phOTO by miCkey mOd
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2014

        WEEKEND 1

 OCT.

WEEKEND 1
Explore Artists’ Studios in Hunters Point Shipyard & Islais Creek Studios
THE LARGEST & LONGEST RUNNING OPEN STUDIOS PROGRAM IN THE COUNTRY, 

FEATURING OVER 800 ARTISTS OVER FOUR WEEKENDS! ARTSPAN.ORG

Ako Jacintho 
Homelessly, Mixed Media

11:00AM-6:00PM
18-1918-19

art made here.

NEW
SCHEDULE

INCLUDES
TEETH CLEANING• 4 BITE WING X-RAYS
COMPLETE EXAM • FREE TOOTHBRUSH

$79 
*

DENTAL
CLEANING EXAM

& X-RAYS

*WITH THIS COUPON, NEW PATIENTS ONLY,
REGULAR PRICE: $225, EXP 10/29/2014

CLAUDE SIDI, DMD
 450 SUTTER • SUITE 1819 • 982-4242
 CLAUDESIDI.COM

In an accident?  Need auto body work?  Looking for a reliable and honest shop?

We’ll get your car, truck or SUV back 
in shape and get you back on the road!

 LOMBARD AUTOBODY 
offers the fi nest in collision and painting services.

in shape and get you back on the road!

2340 Lombard St., SF  |  415.292.2962  |  www.lombardautobodysf.com

* ASK ABOUT WAVING
      YOUR DEDUCTIBLE

TENDERLOIN WALKING TOURS
Taking you on a 90-minute historical and cultural 

trip through one of San Francisco’s most notorious 
yet fascinating neighborhoods

To schedule a tour contact:
Del Seymour 415-574-1641/Pam Coates 415-252-9118

tlwalkingtours@gmail.com/pamcoatestl@gmail.com
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Best Overall restaurant
NOPA
560 Divisadero, SF

www.nopasf.com

Best new restaurant
CDXX
5800 Third St, SF

www.cdxx.co

Best Budget 
restaurant (tie)
ChOw
215 Church, SF

www.chowfoodbar.com

Tu LAN
8 Sixth St, SF

www.tulan-vn-restaurant.com

Best splurge restaurant
GAry DANkO
800 North Point, SF

www.garydanko.com

Best late-night 
restaurant
GrubsTAke
1525 Pine, SF

www.sfgrubstake.com

Best rOmantic 
restaurant
CANeLA
2272 Market, SF

www.canelasf.com

Best FOOd/drink Festival
eAT DriNk sF
www.eatdrink-sf.com

Best FOOd truck
The ChAirmAN TruCk
www.thechairmantruck.com

Best Farmers’ market
ALemANy  
FArmers’ mArkeT
100 Alemany, SF

Best pizza
TONy’s PizzA NAPOLeTANA
1570 Stockton, SF

www.tonyspizzanapoletana.com

Best sandwiches
rheA’s DeLi
800 Valencia, SF

Best BurritO
eL FArOLiTO
Multiple Locations

www.elfarolitoinc.com

Best small plates
ChA ChA ChA
Multiple Locations

www.cha3.com

Best Burgers (tie)
suPer DuPer
Multiple Locations

www.superdupersf.com

PeArLs DeLuXe
Multiple Locations

www.pearlsdeluxe.com

Best BarBecue
4505 burGers AND bbQ
705 Divisadero, SF

www.4505meats.com

Best sushi
iChi sushi
3282 Mission, SF

www.ichisushi.com

Best BOwl OF nOOdles (tie)
rAmeN shOP
5812 College, Oakl

www.ramenshop.com

keN keN rAmeN
3378 18th St, SF

www.eatkenkenramen.com

Best sOup
TurTLe TOwer
Multiple Locations

www.turtletowersf.com

Best salads
bLue bArN
Multiple Locations

www.bluebarngourmet.com

Best seaFOOd
swAN OysTer DePOT
1517 Polk, SF

www.sfswanoysterdepot.com

Best sOul FOOd
breNDA’s
652 Polk, SF

www.frenchsoulfood.com

Best italian (tie)
A16
2355 Chestnut, SF

www.a16sf.com

LA CiCCiA
291 30th St, SF

www.laciccia.com

Best indian (tie)
DOsA
Multiple Locations

www.dosasf.com

iNDiAN OveN
233 Fillmore, SF

www.indianovensf.com

Best middle eastern (tie)
OLD JerusALem
2976 Mission, SF

LA meDiTerrANee
Multiple Locations

www.cafelamed.com

Best mexican
GrACiAs mADre
2211 Mission, SF

www.gracias-madre.com

Best chinese
hOuse OF NANkiNG
919 Kearny, SF

www.houseofnanking.net

Best thai
Lers rOs
Multiple Locations

www.lersros.com

Best vegetarian
GreeNs resTAurANT
2 Marina, SF

www.greensrestaurant.com

Best vegan
3 POTATO 4
Multiple Locations

www.3p4shop.com

Best BreakFast
bOOGALOOs
3296 22nd St, SF

www.booglaoosf.com

Best Brunch
LA urbANA
661 Divisadero, SF

www.laurbanasf.com

Best lunch
GAsPAr
185 Sutter, SF

www.gasparbrasserie.com

Best appetizers
e&O TrADiNG COmPANy
314 Sutter, SF

www.eosanfrancisco.com

Best dessert
hey COOkie!
www.heycookie.com

Best service
GAry DANkO
800 North Point, SF

www.garydanko.com

Best FOOd/drink weBsite
TAbLehOPPer
www.tablehopper.com

Best caFé
DOLOres PArk CAFé
501 Dolores, SF

www.doloresparkcafe.com

Best cup OF cOFFee
ANDyTOwN
3655 Lawton, SF

www.andytownsf.com

Best cup OF tea
LeLAND TeA
1416 Bush, SF

www.lelandtea.com

Best Overall Bar (tie)
mADrONe ArT bAr
500 Divisadero, SF

www.madroneartbar.com

virGiL’s seA rOOm
3152 Mission, SF

www.virgilssf.com

Best new Bar
PALm hOuse
2032 Union, SF

www.palmhousesf.com

Best dive Bar
500 CLub
500 Guerrero, SF

www.500clubsf.com

Best swanky Bar
biX
56 Gold, SF

www.bixrestaurant.com

Best singles Bar
JOhN COLiNs
138 Minna, SF

www.johncolins.com

Best spOrts Bar
hi TOPs
2247 Market, SF

www.hitopssf.com

Best happy hOur
bAr CruDO
655 Divisadero, SF

www.barcrudo.com

Best winery
sCribe wiNery
www.scribewinery.com

Best wine Bar
NOeTeCA
1551 Dolores, SF

www.noeteca.com

Best Beer selectiOn
TOrONADO
547 Haight, SF

www.toronado.com

Best creative cOcktails
1760
1760 Polk, SF

www.1760sf.com

Best BlOOdy mary
zeiTGeisT
199 Valencia, SF

www.zeitgeistsf.com

Best Bar staFF
smuGGLer’s COve
650 Gough, SF

www.smugglerscovesf.com

Best pOt ediBles
The GreeN CrOss
4218 Mission, SF

www.thegreencross.org

Best Bakery
DeviL’s TeeTh bAkery
3876 Noriega, SF

www.devilsteethbakingcompany.com

Best Butcher shOp
AveDANO’s
235 Cortland, SF

www.avedanos.com

Best cheese shOp
COwGirL CreAmery
1 Ferry Bldg, SF

www.cowgirlcreamery.com

Best chOcOlatier (tie)
ChOCOLATe COvereD
4069 24th St, SF

www.chocolatecoveredsf.com

DANDeLiON
55 Potrero, SF

www.dandelionsf.com

food & drink
readers’ poll



38   SAN FrANcIScO bAY GUArDIAN best of the bay        opinion        news        the selector        arts listings        classifieds        

BEST GREEK HEROES
So, you had a bit of a decadent 
weekend and want to downshift a 
little? Let a huge salad from new 
Greek favorite Souvla in Hayes 
Valley come to the rescue — and 
it’s open on Mondays, sweet. You 
can pick from juicy spit-roasted 
pork shoulder, savory lamb, Rocky 
Jr. chicken, or vegetarian white 
sweet potato, and instead of get-
ting it wrapped up in a pillowy 
pita (yep, you’ve got a gyro-style 
option too), you end up getting it 
mixed into a huge bowl of greens 
and kale instead, with some fab 
yogurt-based dressings. Postmates 
delivers for Souvla by bike, and 
the salads are positively huge. If 
you eat on-premise, though, it 
means you can enjoy a glass of 
sparkling Greek rosé and a frozen 
Greek yogurt (get it with baklava!) 
for dessert — sadly the froyo isn’t 
good for delivery. But wait, you 
were trying to be virtuous, right? 
So why do we see you ordering 
the super-savory Greek fries to put 
onto the salad? Because you heard 
about it here, of course.
517 Hayes, SF. (415) 400-5458,  
www.souvlasf.com

BEST COCKTAIL CRUISING
You gotta hand it to Loló — the 
super-stylish, family-owned new 
Mexican hotspot sure manages 
to draw a good-looking crowd. 
You’ll be distracted here in turns: 
by the colorful, quirky decor (one 
wall shimmers with vintage car 
doors), your handsome neighbors, 
the inventive Jalisco-Californian 
dishes, and one stellar cocktail 
after another, thanks to inventive 
bar duo David Gallardo and Leon 
Vasquez. The two are always push-
ing the envelope, highlighting 
mezcal in creative ways, while 
integrating familiar Mexican fla-
vors like hibiscus, pineapple, cin-
namon, and citrus. Try the Benito, 
the Windshield, El Diablito, La 
Dama, and save the Whisky Frisco 
for the end of the night. Next 
time you cruise by — poof — the 
restaurant will have launched a 
whole new menu on you, ensur-
ing that you coming back for más.
974 Valencia, SF. (415) 643-5656,  
www.lolosf.com

BEST SLICE OF HEAVEN
He of the big grin and tasty breads 
at our town’s Divisadero Street 

toast mecca is now hosting weekly 
pizza parties. And we’re here to 
say that Josey Baker’s Monday night 
pizza at the Mill makes you want to 
drop whatever it is you’re doing 
and go get a slice. Or a pie, if that’s 
how you roll. What you’ll find 
on this weeknight adventure is a 
dream mash-up where pizza and 
bread can meet — the dough is 
naturally leavened, giving it a bit 
of that SF sour note. Baker’s even 
grinding his own wheat in-house, 
how DIY is that?! You’re gonna 
get some texture with a capital T. 
The rotating weekly toppings are 
always vegetarian, and pack hella 
flavor (partially due to the secret 
swipe of garlic oil brushed on the 
dough). And at $3 a slice, you can 
definitely afford to party with 
Josey’s ardent carb following.
Pizza available Mondays, 6-9pm.  
The Mill, 736 Divisadero, SF.  
(415) 345-1953, www.themillsf.com

BEST SMOKED PHISH
Haight Street’s renowned 
Magnolia Pub and Brewery is 
famous among a certain sub-
culture for a beer menu rife 

owner charles bililies at souvla, best greek heroes 
guardian photo by erin conger

food & drink
editors’ picks

continueS on page 40 >>

Cafe | Restaurant | Catering

Serving the Bay Area since 1979
www.cafelamed.com

2210 Fillmore
(at Sacramento)

San Francisco
415.921.2956

288 Noe St
(at Market)

San Francisco
415.431.7210

2936 College Ave
(at Ashby )
Berkeley

510.540.7773

Cafe | Restaurant | Catering

Serving the Bay Area since 1979
www.cafelamed.com

2210 Fillmore
(at Sacramento)

San Francisco
415.921.2956

288 Noe St
(at Market)

San Francisco
415.431.7210

2936 College Ave
(at Ashby )
Berkeley

510.540.7773

Cafe | Restaurant | Catering

Serving the Bay Area since 1979
www.cafelamed.com

2210 Fillmore
(at Sacramento)

San Francisco
415.921.2956

288 Noe St
(at Market)

San Francisco
415.431.7210

2936 College Ave
(at Ashby )
Berkeley

510.540.7773

2377 Shattuck avE. BErkElEy 510.843.1535

www.lanoterestaurant.com

visit Our Sister terrasse-cafe

www.cafeclem-downtown.com

an authentic 

taste of France

BrEakFaSt 

luNch

DINNEr

award-winning garden 

– Open seasonally

Entire restaurant available 

to rent for private parties
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3599 24TH ST.    (415) 642-4822
W W W . C A F F E F I O R E S F . C O M

WHERE
EUROPEAN

CAFFÉ MEETS
FINE ITALIAN

DINING 

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER,

WEEKEND BRUNCH
& HAPPY HOUR 

     
                 

2014 Best of Alameda:
-Best Vietnamese Food

    -Best Restaurant w/ a View
-Best Outdoor Dining

       As Seen on “Check Please” 
                            DRAGON ROUGE

Get Away to an Island... 
Nearby in the East Bay! 
Full Bar - Entertainment 

Catering - Weddings 
Deliveries - Parking

2337 Blanding Ave Alameda 
Open Daily 11:30am-9pm
  Fri-Sat Bar 10pm-2am
 To reserve a table call:

(510)-521-1800

Waterfront Dining 
Pet Friendly Patio

Try our  “Bouncing Beef”
Fresh Made Garlic Noodles

Local Wild Seafood
 

1/2 OFF WINE BOTTLES 
SUNDAYS - THURS

HAPPY HOUR  ALL-DAY
EVERYDAY & NIGHT *

FREE Dessert if you Like Us on FB

www.DragonRougeRestaurant.com
    *  Except Fri & Sats after 6pm. Expires 2015.

ORDER ONLINE: www.goathill.com

Potrero Hill
Dine in • Pick up

300 Connecticut St
415-641-1440

SOMA
Delivery • Pick up

171 Stillman St
415-974-1303

West Portal
Counter Service • Delivery • Pick up

170 West Portal Ave
415-242-GOAT(4628)

San Francisco’s
SOURDOUGH PIZZA

since 1975

with Phish and Grateful Dead 
references: Possum, Tweezer, Big 
Cypress, Bonnie Lee, Weekapaug 
Gruit, Delilah Jones, Mike’s Brew 
(made with cactus, natch). When 
Magnolia owner Dave McLean 
opened a branch in the Dogpatch 
— complete with a fancy cocktail 
bar and smokin’ BBQ restaurant 
— he left none of that cherry 
charm behind, continuing to pour 
out the Phish flavor on tap and 
through speaker. Smokestack at 
Magnolia Dogpatch (itself named 
after a Grateful Dead song, 
Smokestack Lightning) inhabits 
a breathtaking vintage space and 
serves up addic-
tive cocktails 
like the whis-
key-drenched 
Locke and 
Montague or 
brandy-licious 
Funston’s 
Diamond. The 
barbecue side 
plates big por-
tions of wagyu 
brisket, hot 
pastrami, pork 
back ribs, pulled 
chicken, and 
more (including 
veggie options). Together we are 
all alone, united on a spinning 
stone — but it all feels better with 
barbecue.
2505 Third St., SF. (415) 864-7468, 
www.magnoliasmokestack.com

BEST CHICKEN PARM  
IN THE CITY, PERIOD
The next time you’re on the way to 
the ballpark, or hungover, or sad, 
or just plain hangry, do yourself 
a favor and dive into the chicken 
parm at Merigan Sub Shop in SoMa. 
Chef-owner Liza Shaw comes from 
sub-centric Baltimore, and when 
you add such regional heritage with 
extensive restaurant experience 
(she rocked things at A16 for seven 
years) ... well, you can see where 
this is going. She had a custom roll 
made by Pinkie’s to her specifica-
tions, and fries her juicy chicken 
thighs from Biagio Artisan Meats 
in rice bran oil so the breading 
isn’t oily and gross. Her marinara 
pops with tomato brightness, a fine 

companion to flavorful basil leaves, 
sharp provolone, and (here’s where 
things can get crazy) add-on burrata 
for $4 — though the creamy mozza-
rella from Di Stefano is also dreamy.
636 Second St., SF. (415) 536-2991, 
www.merigansubshop.com

BEST SMOKED PHISH
CONT>>

la dama at loló, best cocktail cruising (above); best chicken parm in 
the city: merigan sub shop merigaN phOTO by TablehOpper; lOló phOTO by wes rOwe
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with Phish and Grateful Dead 
references: Possum, Tweezer, Big 
Cypress, Bonnie Lee, Weekapaug 
Gruit, Delilah Jones, Mike’s Brew 
(made with cactus, natch). When 
Magnolia owner Dave McLean 
opened a branch in the Dogpatch 
— complete with a fancy cocktail 
bar and smokin’ BBQ restaurant 
— he left none of that cherry 
charm behind, continuing to pour 
out the Phish flavor on tap and 
through speaker. Smokestack at 
Magnolia Dogpatch (itself named 
after a Grateful Dead song, 
Smokestack Lightning) inhabits 
a breathtaking vintage space and 
serves up addic-
tive cocktails 
like the whis-
key-drenched 
Locke and 
Montague or 
brandy-licious 
Funston’s 
Diamond. The 
barbecue side 
plates big por-
tions of wagyu 
brisket, hot 
pastrami, pork 
back ribs, pulled 
chicken, and 
more (including 
veggie options). Together we are 
all alone, united on a spinning 
stone — but it all feels better with 
barbecue.
2505 Third St., SF. (415) 864-7468, 
www.magnoliasmokestack.com

BEST CHICKEN PARM  
IN THE CITY, PERIOD
The next time you’re on the way to 
the ballpark, or hungover, or sad, 
or just plain hangry, do yourself 
a favor and dive into the chicken 
parm at Merigan Sub Shop in SoMa. 
Chef-owner Liza Shaw comes from 
sub-centric Baltimore, and when 
you add such regional heritage with 
extensive restaurant experience 
(she rocked things at A16 for seven 
years) ... well, you can see where 
this is going. She had a custom roll 
made by Pinkie’s to her specifica-
tions, and fries her juicy chicken 
thighs from Biagio Artisan Meats 
in rice bran oil so the breading 
isn’t oily and gross. Her marinara 
pops with tomato brightness, a fine 

companion to flavorful basil leaves, 
sharp provolone, and (here’s where 
things can get crazy) add-on burrata 
for $4 — though the creamy mozza-
rella from Di Stefano is also dreamy.
636 Second St., SF. (415) 536-2991, 
www.merigansubshop.com

BEST SMOKED PHISH
CONT>>

la dama at loló, best cocktail cruising (above); best chicken parm in 
the city: merigan sub shop merigaN phOTO by TablehOpper; lOló phOTO by wes rOwe

CONTINUES ON PAGE 42 >>

BEST NIGIRI PARADE
It’s something every sushi-loving 
San Franciscan laments: there just 
aren’t enough truly great places 
to get top quality, authentic nigiri 
in this town. Fortunately Michael 
Mina was able to convince sushi 
wizard Ken Tominaga of Hana 
in Rohnert Park to partner up 
and open Pabu in the Financial 
District. There are 22 seats at the 
sushi counter in the lofty space, 
and any first-time visitor will 
want to experience Tominaga’s 
nigiri tasting menu there. His 
spread is composed of eight cours-
es of fantastic, Edo-style nigiri 
served a pair at a time, under the 
careful attention of protégé Yoji 
Harada. You’ll get a brilliant tour 
of the sushi case. Or just order 
what you want off the extensive 
menu (eight kinds of robatayaki, 
elegant shabu-shabu). Just be sure 
that the Happy Spoon — a soup 
spoon, yes, but artfully composed 
with uni, ikura, tobiko, ponzu, 
and crème fraîche — makes its 
way into your mouth. It’s better 
than Prozac.
101 California, SF. (415) 668-7228, 
www.pabuizakaya.com

BEST-TASTING ACT TWO
When the Red Vic Movie 
House closed, there was much 
teeth-gnashing and garment-rend-
ing among movie fans. But — 
unlike other beloved SF institu-
tions that have evaporated — its 
spirit lives on. Meet Second Act 
Marketplace and Events, the new 
incarnation of the Vic’s classic 
building that’s been reshaped 

by the theater’s co-founders and 
building owners Jack and Betsy Rix 
into a community space. There’s a 
snug room in the back for perfor-
mances (comedy, live music, and 
even the occasional screening), 
but the main attraction is upfront 
— five small businesses form a sus-
tainably sourced, locavore-leaning 
food court that can’t be beat. Show 
up early for your event of choice 
and explore your edible options. 
One scenario: get a “Juicetess 
Priest” from Raw’s juice menu to 
wash down your Anda Piroshki. 
Or, indulge in something soft-serve 
and sweet from Eatwell Farm’s 
Icebox. The show goes on!
1727 Haight, SF. (415) 668-3994,  
www.secondactsf.com

BEST DRAMATIC DRINKING
A bar in a theater is something of 
a luxury in these parts, which is a 
shame — while a lackluster produc-
tion of Peer Gynt isn’t necessarily 
improved by a pair of vodka gog-
gles, they can’t hurt. And bars add 
class. Any cooler of PBR is enough 
to convert a fusty basement black 
box into a veritable Performing 
Arts Pavilion. Discriminating the-
atergoers, however, take note of 
the exceptional touch — like that 
provided by the bar at Z Space. The 
performance space’s spacious lobby, 
part of a repurposed canning fac-
tory, doesn’t have to try hard to be 
convivial. Art-strewn (it doubles as 
a gallery), airy, and unpretentious, 
it sports a long raw-edge wooden 
communal table serviced by an 
island bar in the corner. With 

the happy spoon at pabu, best nigiri parade 
PhOTO by KEvIN J. MCCUllOUGh
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Breakfast × Lunch × Brunch 
Gourmet sandwiches

fresh pasta dishes
menu updated daiLy

caterinG

154 
mcaLLister st × san francisco

415-551-7332 × eLmirasf.com
m-f 7:30am-4pm × sat & sun 9am-2pm

Our rich and creamy
homemade  

PUMPKIN ICE CREAM 
is back. If you like 
pumpkin pie, you’ll 
love it! 
It‘s the 
perfect 
autumn 
dessert.

688 San Jose Ave. @ 29th St. • San Francisco
(415) 648-2300 • mitchellsicecream.com

Sofia Coppola pink champagne by 
the can or absinthe by the plastic 
cup, there’s a pairing for almost 
any form of contemporary drama 
you’re liable to run into. You can 
also get a PBR.
450 Florida, SF. (415) 626-0453,  
www.zspace.org

BEST BURGER IN THE FAM
Walk in the front door of Uncle 
Boy’s and you’ll be greeted with a 
hearty “sup” and a head nod from 
the expert burger-flipper manning 
the grill. In a few minutes, said 
spatula master will have you bit-
ing down on the juicy Unhorsed 
Cowboy (if you go the bacon 
burger route) or perhaps a splashy 
Pool Boy (if you’re feeling brave 
enough to take on its spicy jala-
peno poppers). While you chew, 
you and the staff will half-watch 
the 49ers game in a meaty kind of 
camaraderie. It feels familiar here, 
as if you had popped in to hang 
with that sports-obsessed uncle of 
yours with serious grill skills.
245 Balboa, SF. (415) 742-4468

BEST FRANKENFOOD
Screw Monsanto. Say no to being 
forcefed ungodly amalgamations 
of who-knows-what. Take the 
power back and sink your teeth 
into the heavenly Frankaroni 
at 4505 Meats & BBQ. This is a 
next-level comfort-food combi-
nation, guaranteed to make the 
noob at your communal outdoor 
table stare, point, and ask “What 
is that?” before lumbering up to 
the counter to order his or her 
own deep-fried square of deli-

ciousness. Within that square’s 
crispy coating: macaroni and 
cheese, dotted with chunks of a 
4505 Meat hot dog. Let us reiter-
ate: Frankaroni is deep-fried mac 
and cheese with hot dog in it. It’s 
listed on the menu as a side order, 
and yeah, 4505’s main course 
barbecue is bangin’, but you could 
make a sinfully delicious meal out 
of a Frankaroni or two. You could, 
and you should.
705 Divisadero, SF. (415) 231-6993, 
www.4505meats.com/4505-burgers-bbq

BEST FRO-YO THAT  
STEALS THE SHOW
This town has its share of frozen 
yogurt joints. Loving Cup, howev-

er, with locations in Russian Hill 
and Hayes Valley, sets itself apart 
by diversifying its creamy des-
sert options: No ice cream here, 
but can we interest you in some 
rice pudding? (With flavors like 
cinnamon rum raisin and bit-
tersweet chocolate, the answer is 
always, “hell yeah.”) But the star 
of the show is, of course, the fro-
yo, which is only offered in two 
flavors — chocolate or vanilla. 

However! With the addition of 
a rather extensive list of mix-ins 
(blueberries, Nutella, gummy 
bears) and a whirl of Loving Cup’s 
Willy Wonka-ish mixing machine, 
a fully-formed dessert emerges. 
Pro-tip: If you’re too overwhelmed 
by all the choices, leave the fla-
vor-swirling to the experts and 
order off the ironically named 
“Secret Menu,” which hangs in 
full view.
2356 Polk, SF. (415) 440-6900;  
535 Octavia, SF. (415) 701-0091,  
www.lovingcupsf.com

BEST HEARTY HOF BRAU HELLO
Walk past the blue-and-gold 
“Welcome stranger” sign outside 

Tommy’s Joynt and glide inside. 
You’ll feel six-plus decades of 
San Francisco nostalgia wash 
over you, and be happily buffet-
ed by the agonizingly delicious 
smells of stewing, roasting meat. 
A traditional hof brau cafeteria, 
Tommy’s makes it tough to decide 
between delectable treats warming 
under glowing red lamps. Will 
you choose glistening roast beef, 
sauce-soaked turkey, or thick, 

best smokin’ sammies: mario’s bohemian cigar store café (above); best creamy, smoky, fatty, meaty 
korean pork tacos: chubby noodle guardian photo of mario’s by erin conger; chubby noodle photo by tablehopper

BEST DRAMATIC DRINKING
cont>>

steaming chili? Whatever your 
protein, don’t miss the wooden 
barrel filled to the top with free 
pickles. It’s like the restaurant’s 
way of putting a big, meaty paw 
around your shoulder and con-
gratulating you on your choice 
of establishments. “Welcome 
stranger,” it says, to both old San 
Franciscans and new.
1101 Geary, SF. (415) 775-4216,  
www.tommysjoynt.com

BEST SMOKIN’ SAMMIES
There is beauty in the North 
Beach stroll. Saunter down Grant 
Avenue, take in the sun and 
browse the shops, try to pretend 
for a heartbeat that you’re in old 

Napoli (just ignore the sounds of 
the Muni buses). On such a happy 
meander, you would do well 
to end up at the ornate Mario’s 
Bohemian Cigar Store Café, a little 
spot blessed with a perfect view 
of Washington Square Park and 
the grand Saints Peter and Paul 
Church. Sure, the vest-wearing 
bartender looks a bit hipster-twee, 
but the renowned, beyond-ex-
cellent breaded eggplant, hearty 

meatball, and heaping pastrami 
sandwiches — devoured with 
frothy cappuccinos or short glass-
es of chianti — have drawn back 
many a soul since the joint was 
founded by Mario and Liliana 
Crismani. You will want to gorge 
on them all. Buon appetito!
566 Columbus, SF. (415) 362-0536

BEST CREAMY, SMOKY, FATTY, 
MEATY KOREAN PORK TACOS
We have made our way through 
countless carnitas and al pas-
tor tacos at the taco truck, and 
next-leveled it with buche and 
lengua and sesos. And while we 
don’t have Roy Choi’s Kogi Truck 
from LA slinging his short rib 

tacos here in SF, we do have the 
Korean pork tacos at Chubby Noodle 
in the Marina, and that’s some-
thing to be stoked about. The pork 
is marinated and charred just-so, 
tucked in a housemade flour tor-
tilla that is blistered and golden, 
and topped with yogurt-chile 
sauce. It’s creamy, smoky, fatty, 
and meaty, and you’ll want to 
double down on your order after 
you finish the first round (two for 

$9). Don’t skip the garlic noodles 
while you’re in there, either.
2205 Lombard, SF. (415) 655-3335, 
www.chubbynoodle.com

BEST PLYWOOD PINTS
The Ave Bar will teach you some-
thing right away: You don’t 
remember what a real dive 
looks like. Go to the Mission for 
expensive, kitsch decor, over-
priced drinks, and way too many 
20-somethings marveling at their 
new San Francisco surroundings. 
In contrast, Ingleside’s The Ave 
Bar is lucky its walls are still 
standing (they’re made of ply-
wood.) It has no pool table, and 
certainly no velvet paintings of 
nude women (side-eye, Casanova). 
The place may be low on frills, but 
it’s high on heart — plus it boasts 
a wide selection of delicious 
and local craft beer, from San 
Francisco to Santa Cruz. And we 
can’t forget the clientele. Scoot up 
on a bar stool and hang with local 
firefighters and Ingleside old tim-
ers, all kvetching over the latest 
Niners gossip.
1607 Ocean, SF. (415) 587-6645,  
www.theavebar.com

BEST JAMÓN JAM
We’re not talking Oscar Meyer, 
people. We’re talking real ham, as 
in jamón! And heavenly salumi 
flights. And prosciutti with 18 or 
24 months of age on them. Yeah, 
that’s the stuff. Sit at the popular 
counter of La Nebbia, the casual 
and friendly enoteca offshoot of 
La Ciccia in Noe Valley, and you 
can start your ham education 
with your choice of 12 different 
kinds of cured meats. Figure 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 44 >>

best turkish spread: brunch at pera (above); charcuterie at la nebbia, best jamón jam 
PErA PhOTO by TAblEhOPPEr; lA NEbbIA PhOTO by dESOGOS.COm
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With Coupon Only

$6 OFF
Platinum Wash

Weekend
Special

FRI, SAT AND SUN

With purchase of the   
Works Wash receive a free 
upgrade to a Wash & Wax

25¢/Gallon off with purchase 
of any car wash.

505 South Van Ness 
415.863.6643

Japanese Restaurant

317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco
415.558.8149

Try our
Homemade 

Tofu!

Lunch SpeciaL
BratwurSt + Beer of the Day 

$12.00 M-f 12-4pM

42 TAPS & SPECIALIZED BOTTLE 
SELECTION FROM THE BEST 
BREWERIES IN THE WORLD

OPEN EvERyDAy AT 12
KITCHEN OPEN TILL 11PM

34 Mason street, sF
(415) 984-0279

www.mikkellerbar.com

OTHER 
AVENUES

40 yEARS Of 
MAgic & 

gROcERiES

A Worker-oWned 
Grocery cooperAtive

3930 Judah Street, SF
www.otheravenues.coop

FOOD & BEVERAGE CO.FOOD & BEVERAGE CO.FOOD & BEVERAGE CO.

FULL BAR
 WITH WEEKLY ROTATING   

DRAFT SPECIALS
~CRAFT & IMPORT BOTTLES~

SF TRADITION FOR 65 YEARS!
1101 GEARY BLVD

(415) 775-4216
WWW.TOMMYSJOYNT.COM
PARK FREE FOR 1 HOUR @ AMC

FOOD & BEVERAGE CO.

cafe
U N I V E R S A L

2814 19th st./ Bryant  
821-4608

universalcafe.net

Join Us for
Weekday Brunch
Wednesday - Friday
11:30am - 2:15pm

Sofia Coppola pink champagne by 
the can or absinthe by the plastic 
cup, there’s a pairing for almost 
any form of contemporary drama 
you’re liable to run into. You can 
also get a PBR.
450 Florida, SF. (415) 626-0453,  
www.zspace.org

BEST BURGER IN THE FAM
Walk in the front door of Uncle 
Boy’s and you’ll be greeted with a 
hearty “sup” and a head nod from 
the expert burger-flipper manning 
the grill. In a few minutes, said 
spatula master will have you bit-
ing down on the juicy Unhorsed 
Cowboy (if you go the bacon 
burger route) or perhaps a splashy 
Pool Boy (if you’re feeling brave 
enough to take on its spicy jala-
peno poppers). While you chew, 
you and the staff will half-watch 
the 49ers game in a meaty kind of 
camaraderie. It feels familiar here, 
as if you had popped in to hang 
with that sports-obsessed uncle of 
yours with serious grill skills.
245 Balboa, SF. (415) 742-4468

BEST FRANKENFOOD
Screw Monsanto. Say no to being 
forcefed ungodly amalgamations 
of who-knows-what. Take the 
power back and sink your teeth 
into the heavenly Frankaroni 
at 4505 Meats & BBQ. This is a 
next-level comfort-food combi-
nation, guaranteed to make the 
noob at your communal outdoor 
table stare, point, and ask “What 
is that?” before lumbering up to 
the counter to order his or her 
own deep-fried square of deli-

ciousness. Within that square’s 
crispy coating: macaroni and 
cheese, dotted with chunks of a 
4505 Meat hot dog. Let us reiter-
ate: Frankaroni is deep-fried mac 
and cheese with hot dog in it. It’s 
listed on the menu as a side order, 
and yeah, 4505’s main course 
barbecue is bangin’, but you could 
make a sinfully delicious meal out 
of a Frankaroni or two. You could, 
and you should.
705 Divisadero, SF. (415) 231-6993, 
www.4505meats.com/4505-burgers-bbq

BEST FRO-YO THAT  
STEALS THE SHOW
This town has its share of frozen 
yogurt joints. Loving Cup, howev-

er, with locations in Russian Hill 
and Hayes Valley, sets itself apart 
by diversifying its creamy des-
sert options: No ice cream here, 
but can we interest you in some 
rice pudding? (With flavors like 
cinnamon rum raisin and bit-
tersweet chocolate, the answer is 
always, “hell yeah.”) But the star 
of the show is, of course, the fro-
yo, which is only offered in two 
flavors — chocolate or vanilla. 

However! With the addition of 
a rather extensive list of mix-ins 
(blueberries, Nutella, gummy 
bears) and a whirl of Loving Cup’s 
Willy Wonka-ish mixing machine, 
a fully-formed dessert emerges. 
Pro-tip: If you’re too overwhelmed 
by all the choices, leave the fla-
vor-swirling to the experts and 
order off the ironically named 
“Secret Menu,” which hangs in 
full view.
2356 Polk, SF. (415) 440-6900;  
535 Octavia, SF. (415) 701-0091,  
www.lovingcupsf.com

BEST HEARTY HOF BRAU HELLO
Walk past the blue-and-gold 
“Welcome stranger” sign outside 

Tommy’s Joynt and glide inside. 
You’ll feel six-plus decades of 
San Francisco nostalgia wash 
over you, and be happily buffet-
ed by the agonizingly delicious 
smells of stewing, roasting meat. 
A traditional hof brau cafeteria, 
Tommy’s makes it tough to decide 
between delectable treats warming 
under glowing red lamps. Will 
you choose glistening roast beef, 
sauce-soaked turkey, or thick, 

best smokin’ sammies: mario’s bohemian cigar store café (above); best creamy, smoky, fatty, meaty 
korean pork tacos: chubby noodle guardian photo of mario’s by erin conger; chubby noodle photo by tablehopper

BEST DRAMATIC DRINKING
cont>>

steaming chili? Whatever your 
protein, don’t miss the wooden 
barrel filled to the top with free 
pickles. It’s like the restaurant’s 
way of putting a big, meaty paw 
around your shoulder and con-
gratulating you on your choice 
of establishments. “Welcome 
stranger,” it says, to both old San 
Franciscans and new.
1101 Geary, SF. (415) 775-4216,  
www.tommysjoynt.com

BEST SMOKIN’ SAMMIES
There is beauty in the North 
Beach stroll. Saunter down Grant 
Avenue, take in the sun and 
browse the shops, try to pretend 
for a heartbeat that you’re in old 

Napoli (just ignore the sounds of 
the Muni buses). On such a happy 
meander, you would do well 
to end up at the ornate Mario’s 
Bohemian Cigar Store Café, a little 
spot blessed with a perfect view 
of Washington Square Park and 
the grand Saints Peter and Paul 
Church. Sure, the vest-wearing 
bartender looks a bit hipster-twee, 
but the renowned, beyond-ex-
cellent breaded eggplant, hearty 

meatball, and heaping pastrami 
sandwiches — devoured with 
frothy cappuccinos or short glass-
es of chianti — have drawn back 
many a soul since the joint was 
founded by Mario and Liliana 
Crismani. You will want to gorge 
on them all. Buon appetito!
566 Columbus, SF. (415) 362-0536

BEST CREAMY, SMOKY, FATTY, 
MEATY KOREAN PORK TACOS
We have made our way through 
countless carnitas and al pas-
tor tacos at the taco truck, and 
next-leveled it with buche and 
lengua and sesos. And while we 
don’t have Roy Choi’s Kogi Truck 
from LA slinging his short rib 

tacos here in SF, we do have the 
Korean pork tacos at Chubby Noodle 
in the Marina, and that’s some-
thing to be stoked about. The pork 
is marinated and charred just-so, 
tucked in a housemade flour tor-
tilla that is blistered and golden, 
and topped with yogurt-chile 
sauce. It’s creamy, smoky, fatty, 
and meaty, and you’ll want to 
double down on your order after 
you finish the first round (two for 

$9). Don’t skip the garlic noodles 
while you’re in there, either.
2205 Lombard, SF. (415) 655-3335, 
www.chubbynoodle.com

BEST PLYWOOD PINTS
The Ave Bar will teach you some-
thing right away: You don’t 
remember what a real dive 
looks like. Go to the Mission for 
expensive, kitsch decor, over-
priced drinks, and way too many 
20-somethings marveling at their 
new San Francisco surroundings. 
In contrast, Ingleside’s The Ave 
Bar is lucky its walls are still 
standing (they’re made of ply-
wood.) It has no pool table, and 
certainly no velvet paintings of 
nude women (side-eye, Casanova). 
The place may be low on frills, but 
it’s high on heart — plus it boasts 
a wide selection of delicious 
and local craft beer, from San 
Francisco to Santa Cruz. And we 
can’t forget the clientele. Scoot up 
on a bar stool and hang with local 
firefighters and Ingleside old tim-
ers, all kvetching over the latest 
Niners gossip.
1607 Ocean, SF. (415) 587-6645,  
www.theavebar.com

BEST JAMÓN JAM
We’re not talking Oscar Meyer, 
people. We’re talking real ham, as 
in jamón! And heavenly salumi 
flights. And prosciutti with 18 or 
24 months of age on them. Yeah, 
that’s the stuff. Sit at the popular 
counter of La Nebbia, the casual 
and friendly enoteca offshoot of 
La Ciccia in Noe Valley, and you 
can start your ham education 
with your choice of 12 different 
kinds of cured meats. Figure 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 44 >>

best turkish spread: brunch at pera (above); charcuterie at la nebbia, best jamón jam 
PErA PhOTO by TAblEhOPPEr; lA NEbbIA PhOTO by dESOGOS.COm
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OCTOBER IS NATIONAL

COOPERATIVE      
  MONTH

PRESENTED BY    OTHER AVENUES GROCERY COOPERATIVE    AND    RAINBOW GROCERY COOPERATIVE    

“Worker-owned cooperatives provide for equitable distribution of wealth, genuine connection to the 
workplace, and, just maybe, a brighter future for our planet.”                  -Yael Chano� , SF Bay Guardian
                 

3930 JUDAH ST  •  415-661-7475

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS ! 

   •   •

1745 FOLSOM ST

415-863-0620 

out if you like it sweeter or salt-
ier, San Daniele or Prosicutto di 
Parma, jamón Serrano or Ibérico, 
and the staff will come up with 
some incredible wine (and beer) 
pairings for you. If co-owner 
Massimiliano Conti is there, 
you’re in for a pairing treat — and 
you’ll probably need to take a cab 
home. You’ll be back for the lasa-
gna soon enough.
1781 Church, SF. (415) 874-9924,  
www.lanebbia.com

BEST TURKISH SPREAD
It’s time to give the French toast a 
break and head up to Potrero Hill 
for a harem-style (their words!) 
brunch at Pera. For $16 a head 
(minimum two people), you can 
nosh on a classic Turkish breakfast 
of sucuklu yumurta (seasoned 
Turkish beef sausage), house-
made village bread, Greek yogurt, 
cucumber and tomato salad, hum-
mus, olives, jams, honey, fresh 
fruit, and simit (the sesame bread 
you see being sold everywhere at 
stands in Istanbul). Your homey 
table will be covered in little dish-
es, a feast for the eyes (and belly). 

Be sure to add on the shakshuka 
for the full eggy experience, and 
of course some Turkish coffee.
Served Sat-Sun, 10am-3pm. 1457 18th 
St., SF. (415) 796-3812, www.perasf.com

BEST HOT DOG-BURRITO  
LOVE CHILD
Any heavy drinkin’ San 
Franciscan knows the many 

charms possessed by a bacon-
wrapped hot dog or a burrito from 
El Farolito at 2:30am. The real test 
of his or her drunk food expertise 
is knowledge of El Frijolazo at Los 
Shucos. The Guatemalan-run Latin 
hot dog shop offers it as a beauti-
ful, neighborhood-perfect hybrid: 
a bacon-wrapped dog tucked into 
a lightly golden fluffy roll that is 

slathered with black beans, loaded 
with avocado, Los Shucos’ Maya 
mayo sauce, and queso fresco. All 
for just $6.95! Yes, it is open until 
2:30am on the weekend. When 
the bar announces last call, Los 
Shucos owner Sofia Keck will be 
there to help.
3224½ 22nd St., SF. (415) 366-3868, 
www.losshucos.com

BEST FRESH COFFEE BREATH
There are iced coffees, and then 
there’s the mint mojito at Philz 
Coffee. You better like fresh mint 
if you’re going to order this thing, 
because you’re going to have a 
sprig of it tickling your nose as 
you drink the dreamy concoction 
of iced coffee and cream and 
mint, all muddled and fabulous. 
Order it the way Philz suggests: 
creamy and sweet. It’s frothy 
and refreshing, like breaking 
into a caffeinated and cold York 
Peppermint Pattie.
Various Bay Area locations,  
www.philzcoffee.com

BEST SHAMELESS SNACK
If there’s one dish on chef David 
Bazirgan’s menu that really lives 
up to his restaurant’s provocative 
name, it’s the damn chicken wings 

at Dirty Habit — you’ll be jonesing 
for them more than you’d care to 
admit. They’re sticky and crunchy 
and juicy and loaded with flavor, 
mostly borrowing from the Asian 
pantry (fish sauce, soy, Korean 
rice vinegar, ginger) but smattered 
with some Mexi-Cali touches of 
pickled jalapeños and cilantro. 
There’s a lot of intense cheffy 
action that goes into making 
these bad boys and it shows — the 
end result is mad deliciousness, 
and nothing to be ashamed iof.
12 Fourth St., SF. (415) 348-1555,  
www.dirtyhabitsf.com

BEST FREEZER PIZZA HACK
You never know when the NEED 
FOR PIZZA will strike, so you 
might as well be prepared with 
the good stuff. Bernal pizza 
genius Jeff Krupman has man-
aged to create quite the hopping 
business, and is now selling the 
superlative pies from his ardently 
admired business Pizzahacker via 
Luke’s Local, a weekly food and 
meal delivery service. You can 
get a prebaked Margherita for 
just $11, which warms up like a 
crispy dream in your oven in five 
minutes. You should probably get 
the Meat Pie too, it’s just $12. And 

best hot dog-burrito love child: el frijolazo at los shucos 
photo by tablehopper

BEST jAMóN jAM
CoNt>>
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1135 18th St. / San Francisco

415-282-9289

Ganim’s

Since 1974

With coupon. All day long. Expires 11/1/14

Chicken Kabob
inc. salad & rice

With coupon. All day long. Expires 11/1/14

2 Piece
Fish & Chips

$6.99 +
tax

$6.99 +
tax

LUNCH SPECIAL (TILL 2PM)

CONTINUES ON PAGE 46 >>

both come with housemade mozz. 
Pizza pizza! Mangia mangia!
(415) 643-4510, www.lukeslocal.com

BEST SPICE-KICKED RIBS
Anyone who adores ribs and 
loves ’em extra-spicy needs to 
put the Kua Kling ribs at Kin Khao 
on the bucket list. Owner Pim 
Techamuanvivit and chef Michael 
Gaines have managed to layer so 
much flavor into these ribs, it’s 
like your taste buds get hit with a 
defibrillator. Here’s how they do 
it: the pork ribs are steamed in 
fish sauce, flash-fried, and tossed 
around (which is what their name 
means) in a wok with a fresh 
curry paste with turmeric, chili, 
white pepper, and galangal, and 
zippy kaffir lime (you’ll taste it!). 
The meaty texture is super-satisfy-
ing, with the spices tingling your 
lips and nose as you munch ’em 
with your hands. And the fact you 
can get these beauties until 1am is 
a fantastic late-night miracle.
55 Cyril Magnin, SF. (415) 362-7456, 
www.kinkhao.com

BEST HOLY, HOLEY  
BACON TREAT
Shout-out to baker Kathleen 
DeManti for bringing us the seri-
ously saintly A Spoonful of Sugar 
bacon brittle doughnut. DeManti 
uses brioche dough and lets it 
rise twice for maximum flavor 
and texture, topping that bad boy 
with teeny-tiny pieces of cara-
melized bacon (so it doesn’t have 
a greasy texture). It’s a breakfast 
item so blessed, it will make you 
speak in tongues, with bacon and 
doughnut-y goodness all in one. 
Make the pilgrimage to Marla 
Bakery Kitchen Communal where 

the treats are available for worship 
four days a week — but don’t sleep 
in too much because the supply 
has usually run dry by noon-ish.
Available Wednesdays and Fridays  
at 8:30am, Saturdays and Sundays at 
9am. Marla Bakery Kitchen Communal,  
613 York, SF. (415) 824-2253,  
www.aspoonfulofsugarcakes.com

BEST MOTHER OF ALL DIM SUM
After a long run of spectacular 
mediocrity, the Castro has been 
rising up on foodies’ radar with 
some nicely inventive cuisine in 
non-tacky theme atmospheres. 
The attention’s not all falling on 
upscale joints, either. Mama Ji’s has 
been earning raves from the frugal 
and the foodinista alike, not just 
for finally bringing a solid, gen-
erous menu of Szechuan delights 
to the hood (nicely balancing 
out Brandy Ho’s Hunan offerings 
down the street) but also show-
ering Castroites with a bounty 
of dim sum offerings — starting 
at 9:30am, when steaming pork 
buns are most-needed for those 
who went out drinking the night 
before. Chicken, pork, and shrimp 
shumai, pan-fried turnip pudding, 
yummy potstickers, and a stun-
ning shrimp-stuffed eggplant will 
have you leaving pretty stuffed 
yourself. On top of it all, Mama Ji 
(aka Lily, who runs the place with 
husband Marv) is a delightful, 
motherly presence in the dining 
room, encouraging all to eat more, 
more, more.
4416 18th St, SF. (415) 626-4416, 
www.mamajissf.com

BEST BAR SNACKS BY VOLUME
Sitting at this bar in the Mission 

best mother of all dim sum: mama ji’s 
GUArdIAN PhOTO by ErIN CONGEr
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you’ll find plenty of cocktails 
to keep you coming back (I see 
you, Mumbai Mule and Casino 
Perfecto.) But it’s the menu of 
bar food that is going to make 
you want to stay as long as pos-
sible. And much, much love is 
due the genius who birthed the 
falafel-merguez dog on a stick 
at new, much-raved-about bar 
ABV (as in alcohol by volume). 
No need to go unilateral on that 
menu, either. Chef Kevin Cimino 
makes a sick kimchee fritter, 
collard green dolmas with dirty 
rice, mapo sloppy Joes, and the 
kicker: a pimento cheeseburger on 
a sweet potato bun. Plus, nothing 
costs more than $9, whut?
3174 16th St. SF. (415) 400-4748,  
www.abvsf.com

BEST CARNIVAL  
OF CHARCUTERIE
A lot of restaurants are fired 
up on curing their own meats, 
but right now it looks like the 
king of SF salumi platters is chef 
Salvatore Cracco of Trou Normand. 
Don’t miss his textbook-perfect 
coppa, silky mortadella, and fra-

grant finocchiona, plus all kinds 
of salami — some classic, some 
new-fangled. And then there’s a 
whole charcuterie section, from 
terrines to three different kinds 
of pâté. Spring for the chef’s char-
cuterie plate ($19/$38) for a full 
extravaganza. You’ll have plenty 
of fantastic wine or spirit pairing 

suggestions to go with your platter 
o’ meats.
140 New Montgomery, SF. (415) 975-0876, 
www.trounormandsf.com

BEST COMPETITION  
WITH NEW YORK
Baker extraordinaire Amy Brown 
has been making her own San 
Francisco-style bagel for some 
time, starting at Citizen Cake, 
then Nopa, and now at her own 
place, which she recently opened 
with her husband, Marla Bakery. 
With her now-legendary Marla 
Bakery bagel, she’s fine-tuned her 
flour mix, and uses both yeast 
and a natural starter to get a rise. 
And yes, she boils them (with 
malt powder and salt) and bakes 
them to a beautiful golden hue. 
Desperate West Coasters can get 
salted, sesame, poppy, or seeded 
(sunflower, millet, flax, pepita, 
sesame) varieties, and upgrade to a 
plate with herbed farmer’s cheese 
and housemade pickles, or get the 
(new!) Sunday brunch plate that 
includes smoked fish.
3619 Balboa, SF. (415) 824-2253,  
www.marlabakery.com

BEST ORIGAMI ROLLS
Arguably the best spot for a din-
ner date in San Francisco, AMASIA 
Hide’s Sushi Bar near Duboce 
Park offers delectably inventive 
sushi rolls, rainy day sake spe-
cials — and origami papers with 
instructions at every table. In 
other words, compelling food, 
good prices, and if the date’s not 
going well, why then you can get 
lost in the folds of a tiny paper 
masterpiece. On select evenings, a 
musician will emerge to play the 
koto (an imposing, many-stringed 

best competition with new york: marla bakery bagel 
photo courtesy of marla bakery

BEST BAR SNACKS BY VOLUME
coNt>>
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HOST YOUR HOLIDAY 
PARTY AT GESTALT!
CALL (415) 205-2949 

6
PINBALL
MACHINES

FULL 
LITRE 
MUGS

2 
LITRE
BEER
BOOTS3159 16TH STREET 

(BTWN VALENCIA & GUERRERO)

GESTALTSF.COM | OPEN DAILY | 12PM-2AM

EXTENSIVE BOTTLED BEER LIST • SPECIALTY BELGIAN & MICROBREWS

5+ ROTATING SELECTION

OKTOBERFEST 
ALL MONTH LONG

26 BEERS ON DRAUGHT

zither whose enchanting notes 
float among the dish-laden tables) 
in the center of the cozy eatery. 
Additional pro tip: if you BYOH 
(Bring Your Own Hashi, a.k.a. 
nondisposable chopsticks), your 
eco-consciousness will be reward-
ed with a free order of edamame.
149 Noe, SF. (415) 861-7000,  
www.amasiasushi.com

BEST ENCOUNTERS  
OF THE VEGGIE KIND
This vegetarian, vegan-friendly, 
and gluten-free-friendly restaurant 
and wine bar will have you sing-
ing the praises of creative cook-
ing, and (if you’re a carnivore) 
wondering why you didn’t miss 
your meat fix. Using ingredients 
from sustainable, local, organic, 
and artisanal producers and farm-
ers whenever possible, Encuentro 
offers up such original delights as 
pizza crackers with cashew cheese, 
and marinated mushroom crostini 
with pecan pate and housemade 
fig chutney. Hit a high note with 
these clever combinations when 
you dive into the eatery’s delicious 
selection of wines and beer.. You’ll 
leave happy, full, and inspired to 
get more creative in the kitchen. 
(Here’s proof: We ran home and 
immediately found a recipe for 
macadamia nut cheese.)
550 Second St., Oakl. (510) 832-9463, 
www.encuentrooakland.com

BEST REASONS TO SQUEAL
We don’t know why they’re so 
cheap, and we’re not asking 
questions. After careful research, 
we can definitively say that $15 
Lagunitas IPA pitchers at Telegraph 
(formerly Mama Buzz) in Oakland 
are a few bucks less than those 

at the many other beer gardens 
that have sprung up around San 
Francisco and the East Bay in 
recent years. Again, no questions 
— what else do you need to know? 
Let’s see ... snacks. Here’s some 
tips, because drinking all that 
good beer will surely make you 
hungry: may we recommend the 
porchetta sandwich (mmm, pork 
belly), or if you’re really famished, 
get the Squeal Burger, with that 
slab of porchetta on top of a beef 
patty. Cheers.
2318 Telegraph, Oakl.  
www.telegraphoakland.com

BEST BANGIN’ XIAO LONG BAO
There’s going to be a wait, and 
you’ll probably be in the windy, 
foggy Sunset night air for a 
while. But we promise it will 
all seem worth it once you get 
a table at Dumpling Kitchen, dive 
into your first steamer basket of 
thin-skinned xiao long bao, and 
inhale that first pork dumpling 
in chile oil. There is also a fan-
tastically thin and golden green 
onion pancake on the menu, and 
crispy-bottomed potstickers, and 
pillowy sticky rice rolls ... and 
you should probably get some 
greens too, for health. The place is 
no-frills and cheap as hell — and 
remember not to head out there 
with dumplings on your mind on 
a Wednesday, because that’s when 
the kitchen’s closed.
1935 Taraval, SF. (415) 682-8938

BEST BRICK-AND-MORTAR  
POP-UP
The pop-up food scene has 
reached a saturation point in San 
Francisco: In fact, we’ve hit a 
Darwinian phase, where longtime 

pop-up survivors are climbing 
onto land, as it were, and into 
their own brick-and-mortar loca-
tions. Rice Paper Scissors settled 
down this year in a particularly 
fortuitous place. Valerie Luu and 
Katie Kwan, the masterminds 
behind this damn good and 
none-too-precious Vietnamese 
street food spot, deserve a nod 
not just for scoring a permanent 
daytime space, but for a dash of 
cheeky humor as well: Rice Paper 
Scissors now serves lunch Monday 
through Friday at, well, Brick 
and Mortar Music Hall. Luscious 
spring rolls, kicky bahn mi, all 
kinds of hearty pho and rice 
bowls await those who pop in to 
the Mission spot. Luu and Kwan 
are still doing wandering pop-
ups, but we’re glad to have ’em on 
solid ground.
Open Monday-Friday, 11am-2pm.  
Brick and Mortar Music Hall,  
1710 Mission, SF. (415) 878-6657,  
www.ricepaperscissors.com

BEST FRY-STUFFED  
CALIFORNIA WONDER
We can all agree that the Golden 
State has the best burritos in the 
world. The debate between pro-
ponents of San Francisco burritos 
and their SoCal-style equivalent, 
however, is tricky (If you really 
want to get into it, the main dif-
ference is meat to rice ratio — but 
we’ll save that in-depth analysis 
for another time.) Perhaps what’s 
really important is that we all have 
the right to choose. If so, claps for 
the California Burrito at Los Coyotes, 
which is endowed with an element 
so plentiful in LA and San Diego, 
but frustratingly rare in the Bay 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 48 >>

best spice-kicked ribs: kua kling ribs at kin khao (left); best fresh coffee breath: mint mojito  
at philz coffee kIN khAO PhOTO by TAblEhOPPEr; PhIlz PhOTO by brOOkE GINNArd
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Our Mexican Food
Mirrors The Culture

of the Country

60 Brands of Imported, Micro and Domestic Beers

Now Serving Sunday Brunch 12-2:30

50 West Portal Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94127
phone: 415.566.2673 or 415.566.8104
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BEST BURRITO
VEGGIE BURRITO

IN SAN FRANCISCO!

TAQUERIA
CAN-CUN
TAQUERIA

CAN-CUN

Bay Guardian “Best of the Bay” 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 

2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013

2013  
BEST BURRITOS

★
★

★

★ ★

★

★

★

2288 Mission St. @ 19th (415) 252-9560
1003 Market St. @ 6th (415) 864-6773
Come visit our newest location: 3211 Mission St. @ Valencia

THE 
NEW SPOT

Mexican &
Salvadorian

Cuisine 
632 20TH ST.

MON-TUE 10:30AM-4PM
WED-SAT 

10:30AM-4PM & 5-10PM

(415) 558.0556

halloween monster bashhalloween monster bash
friday 10/31 – Cash prizes for best dressed!

3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness
415-550-7510

Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM • Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM

Dia De Los MuertosDia De Los Muertos
 Sunday, 11/2

Free Face painting 
Drink and food specials all night

Area. That would be the presence 
of freshly made french fries, min-
gling satisfyingly with the steak, 
cheese, avocado, and sour cream 
enclosed within its folds. Taqueria 
competition around 16th Street 
and Mission is famously stiff, but 
for SoCal transplants, or starch 
addicts who have seen the (french 
fry-scented) light, there’s no ques-
tion of burrito brand allegiance. 

The fry stops here.
3036 16th St., SF. (415) 861-3708,  
www.taquerialoscoyotes.com

BEST (HIC) RECYCLING (HIC) 
PROGRAM
“Drink your wine–> rinse your bot-
tle–> refill at Tank18 –> repeat!” 
Could anything be easier, or drinkier? 
Tank18 in SoMa is a winery-cum-
events space that makes most of its 
scratch hosting company parties 
within its handsome walls. But found-
ers Patrick MacCartee and Cheryln 

BEST fRY-STuffEd CALIfORNIA wONdER
CONT>>

Chin also cask up some lovely, light-
hearted (“wine should be fun!” is 
the motto) Tempranillo, Syrah, Pinot 
Noir, Merlot, and much more, with 
seasonal varietals sourced from all 
over Wine Country. You drink wine. 
Tank18 makes wine. Sign up for Tank 
18’s mailing list to find out which day 
of the month you can bring your bot-
tle in for a refill, to complete the tipsy 
circle of life. They’ll cork that sucker 
right up. Refills range from $7.99 (750 
ml) to $36 (bulk gallons). Don’t have 
a bottle? They’ll provide one for two 
buck’s. Please, someone tell Recology 
about this.
1345 Howard, SF. (415) 799-7161,  
www.tank18.com/byob

BEST SANdwICHES  
STANdING BY
San Franciscans have never been 
afraid to wait in line for the right 
sandwich, and FiDi spot Sentinel 
— peep the full menu in all its 
Helvetica-typed glory at www.
thesentinelsf.com; keep abreast of 
what’s going on du jour on Twitter 
@sentinelspecial — is no exception. 
The teeny corner spot boasts hot 
(cult fave: corned beef) and cold 
(cult obsession: “Deviled Egg,” egg 
salad with some chili-paste extra 
action). There’s vegetarian (try the 
“BALT:” basil, avocado, lettuce, 
tomato, and goat cheese) and even 
dessert picks (recent selections: 
almond cake with peaches, pound 
cake with blueberries, vanilla flan). 
Just don’t call ’em “sandos,” please. 
Eats this tasty deserve being called 
by their full and proper name.
37 New Montgomery, SF. (415) 284-9960,  
www.thesentinelsf.com

BEST dESSERT MONARCH
We will never be royals, but one 
walks among us: King Kobbler, who 
reigns over the Divisadero corri-
dor, Lower Haight, the Church and 
Market intersection, and occasionally 
Hayes Valley and the Mission with 
his delicious containers of fruit cob-
bler. (Try the peach; it’s five bucks 
well-spent.) The mobile King, a 
San Francisco native (real name PJ 
Norris; harmonica-playing bluesman 
handle Big Bones), wears a crown, 
cape, and giant smile. He peddles 
his tempting wares from a Cushman 
cart — currently in need of repairs: 
donate at gofundme.com/fixing-kob-
blermobile. He’s also reclaimed the 
letter “K” back from the Kardashians 
of the world, coining terms like 
“Kobblertrons” and “Kobblertropians” 
(to describe his loyal customers) and 
“The Kobblerdome” (his kingdom). 
Follow him on Twitter to find out his 
location so you can, as he’d say,  
“gitwitdaking.”
www.twitter.com/norris_pj 2
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Sorry to disappoint
if you were expecting a clever name dripping 

with irony, an insider joke, an odd innuendo, 

or random irreverence. Nope. Brewmaster 

Matt Brynildson just wanted to call his 

Hoppy Pils “Pivo”. In Czech, pivo simply 

means beer. Kind of refreshingly appropriate 

for a beer that doesn’t claim to be anything 

that it’s not. Just a West Coaster’s hoppy take 

on the classic Czech Pils. Word.

Pivo
is Just a Word

For Beer .For Beer .
Sorry to disappoint
if you were expecting a clever name dripping 

with irony, an insider joke, an odd innuendo, 

or random irreverence. Nope. Brewmaster 

Matt Brynildson just wanted to call his 

Hoppy Pils “Pivo”. In Czech, pivo simply 

means beer. Kind of refreshingly appropriate 

for a beer that doesn’t claim to be anything 

that it’s not. Just a West Coaster’s hoppy take 

is Just a Wordis Just a Wordis Just a Wordis Just a Word

For Beer .
Sorry to disappoint

is Just a Word

#BeerBeforeGlory
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BEST MOVIE THEATER
CASTRO THEATRE
429 Castro, SF

www.castrotheatre.com

BEST REP FILM HOUSE
ROXIE THEATER
3117 16th St, SF

www.roxie.com

BEST THEATER 
COMPANY
BATS IMPROV
www.improv.org

BEST DANCE COMPANY
ODC
3153 17th St, SF

www.odctheater.org

BEST DANCE 
INSTRUCTOR
JOCQUESE WHITFIELD,  
VOGUE AND TONE
www.dancemission.com

BEST PERFORMANCE 
SPACE (TIE)
Z SPACE
450 Florida, SF

www.zspace.org

STAGE WERX
446 Valencia, SF

www.stagewerx.com

BEST FILM OR  
ARTS FESTIVAL
FRAMELINE  
FILM FESTIVAL
www.frameline.org

BEST MUSEUM
DE YOUNG MUSEUM
Golden Gate Park, SF

www.deyoungmuseum.org

BEST ART GALLERY
SECESSION  
ART & DESIGN
3361 Mission, SF

www.secession.com

BEST ARTIST  
OR COLLECTIVE
CREATIVITY 
EXPLORED
3245 16th St, SF

www.creativityexplored.org

BEST FILMMAKER
ARON KANTOR, 
DIRTY GLITTER
www.dirtyglitter.com

BEST ACTOR
ROBIN WILLIAMS

BEST AUTHOR
ARMISTEAD MAUPIN

BEST ZINE
“RAIL PASS” BY 
COURTNEY RIDDLE
www.courtneyriddle.com

BEST PUBLISHING 
HOUSE
CHRONICLE BOOKS
www.chroniclebooks.com

BEST ARTS OR  
MUSIC WEBSITE
A BEAST IN A JUNGLE
www.abeastinajungle.com

BEST RECORD LABEL 
(TIE)
SLUMBERLAND 
RECORDS
www.slumberlandrecords.com

MALLABEL
www.allabelmusic.com

BEST BAND
PACIFIC MAMBO 
ORCHESTRA
www.pacificmambo 

orchestra.com

BEST SINGER-
SONGWRITER
SAM CHASE
www.thesamchase.com

BEST DJ
ULTRAVIOLET
www.facebook.com/ 

ultravioletdj

BEST MUSIC FESTIVAL
HARDLY STRICTLY 
BLUEGRASS
www.hardlystrictly 

bluegrass.com

BEST OVERALL  
PARTY VENUE
DNA LOUNGE
375 11th St, SF

www.dnalounge.com

BEST OVERALL  
DANCE PARTY
BOOTIE SF
www.bootiemashup.com

BEST ROCK CLUB
BOTTOM OF THE HILL
1233 17th St, SF

www.bottomofthehill.com

BEST REGGAE CLUB
DUB MISSION
www.dubmissionsf.com

BEST HIP-HOP CLUB 
(TIE)
SWAGGER LIKE US
www.facebook.com/ 

swaggerlikeussf

TRAP CITY
www.facebook.com/ 

trapcitysf

BEST JAZZ CLUB
YOSHI’S
www.yoshis.com

BEST SALSA CLUB
CAFE COCOMO
www.cafecocomo.com

BEST HOUSE/ 
TECHNO CLUB
PUBLIC WORKS
161 Erie St, SF

www.publicsf.com

BEST AFTERHOURS 
CLUB
THE ENDUP
401 Sixth St, SF

www.theendup.com

BEST TRIVIA NIGHT
FANBOY AT  
LONE STAR SALOON
1354 Harrison, SF

fanboyssf.tumblr.com

BEST JUKEBOX (TIE)
LUCKY 13
2140 Market, SF

THE RIPTIDE
3639 Taraval, SF

www.riptidesf.com

BEST KARAOKE BAR
THE MINT
1942 Market, SF

www.themint.net

BEST OVERALL  
QUEER PARTY
HARD FRENCH
www.hardfrench.com

BEST GAY BAR OR CLUB
LEXINGTON CLUB
3464 19th St, SF

www.lexingtonclub.com

BEST LESBIAN BAR  
OR CLUB
EL RIO
3158 Mission, SF

www.elriosf.com

BEST CLUB FOR  
TRANS PEOPLE
SOME THING
399 Ninth St, SF

www.studsf.com

BEST DRAG SHOW
TRANNYSHACK
www.trannyshack.com

BEST DRAG KING  
OR QUEEN
PEACHES CHRIST
www.peacheschrist.com

BEST BURLESQUE  
ACT OR SHOW
HUBBA HUBBA 
REVUE
Multiple Locations

www.hubbarevue.com

BEST COMEDY CLUB
COBB’S  
COMEDY CLUB
915 Columbus, SF

www.cobbscomedyclub.com

BEST COMEDIAN
ALICIA DATTNER
www.aliciadattner.com

BEST MAGICIAN
CHRISTIAN CAGIGAL
www.christiancagigal.com

BEST OPEN MIC NIGHT
SAN FRANCISCO 
QUEER OPEN MIC
2919 24th St, SF

www.queeropenmic.com

BEST LITERARY NIGHT 
(TIE)
BAWDY 
STORYTELLING
www.bawdystorytelling.com

LITQUAKE
www.litquake.org

BEST STRIP CLUB
CRAZY HORSE
980 Market, SF

www.crazyhorse-sf.com

BEST SEX CLUB
EROS
2051 Market, SF

www.erossf.com

BEST PORN STUDIO
PINK & WHITE 
PRODUCTIONS
www.pinkwhitebiz.com
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401 Sixth Street @ Harrison
SOMA, San Francisco

theendup.com

VOTED BEST 
AFTER HOURS 
CLUB
(2006-2014)

The Mint 
Karaoke Lounge
1942 Market Street

415.626.4726
www.themint.net

Award Winning Karaoke Bar since 1992!
As featured on TV:

KPIX Channel 5, KQED Channel,
ZAGAT Rated Excellence 2007 - 2014,

SF Bay Guardian, Best Of The Bay 2005 - 2014,
Best Karaoke Bar - SF Weekly 2005 - 2014,

“2010 Best of the Baylist Winner - SF Chronicle”
and Best of AOL

Where The STarS coMe To parTy!
The Bay Area’s Entertainment HOT SPOT!

Karaoke 365 days a year!

2pM - 2aM DaILy

Having a birthday, anniversary, office party?
Don’t delay!  Call to book your party now!

BEST HOLY ROLLING
Welcome to the Church of 8 Wheels, 
where you can take an eight-wheeled 
journey through a rollerskating 
wonderland. No matter if it’s been a 
long time since couples skate at your 
neighborhood rink, you’re bound 
to find helping hands at this roller 
rink that occupies the huge former 
Sacred Heart Parish at the corner of 
Fillmore and Fell streets. But those 
too shy to rely on the kindness 
of strangers can attend one of the 
weekly Saturday afternoon lessons, 
after which you’ll be ready to wheel 
into LGBT night (Tuesday nights), 
roller disco (Wednesdays), or the ses-
sion reserved for the beats of guest 
DJs (Thursdays). Burner babes will 
want to check out the BM-themed 
Saturday night skates, but the playa 
vibes are strong all week: Church 
founder David “Godfather of Skate” 
Miles is also the force behind 
Burning Man theme camp Black 
Rock Roller Disco.
554 Fillmore, SF. www.churchof8wheels.com

BEST INDIE MAYHEM
We’re not entirely sure when she 
sleeps, but however Sarah Sexton 
of Oaktown Indie Mayhem manages 
to do all that she does — well, we 

just hope she keeps doing it. OIM 
acts as the booker for downtown 
Oakland’s Awaken Cafe, where 
we’ve seen some of our favorite folk/
indie acts on the cheap over the past 
year. The entertainment booking, 
promotions, and production compa-
ny also seems to have its hands in 
just about everything else cool and 
music-related on that side of the bay, 
like Mayhem Fest, a song and video 
contest exclusively for bands from 
Oakland in which the winner gets 
recording time at Fantasy Studios. 
And the Oaktown Indie website? It’s 
awash in basically everything you 
need to see and hear to stay current. 
As one OIM slogan goes: Get on it!
www.oaktownindiemayhem.com

BEST CURBSIDE CELLOS
It is a bustling Friday night on 
Castro between Market and 18th 
streets. Improbably, conversations 
cease, replaced by the sound of live 
string instruments plucking out 
a rendition of Muse’s “Knights of 
Cydonia.” This nocturnal interrup-
tion of everyday urban life was cre-
ated by the Cello Street Quartet, which 
posts up in front of Cliff’s Variety 
on random nights throughout the 
week, attended by gawking groups 

of rapt pedestrians. Dedicated to 
introducing classical and pop audi-
ences to different canons, the group 
performs traditional and baroque 
cello tunes alongside more modern 
standards like Ben E. King’s “Stand 
By Me.” As each song ends, the tem-
porary crowd disperses, resuming 
conversations and routes, but the 
spell remains. As does a tempo-
rarily more magic, melodious San 
Francisco.
Cliff’s Variety, 479 Castro, SF.  
www.cellostreetquartet.com

BEST DIY-NOT?
Crafting — formerly the domain of 
earnest scrapbookers and camp coun-
selors versed in the ancient art of lan-
yard-braiding — got a huge boost of 
allure in the Internet Age, thanks to 
Etsy, Maker Faire, and Pinterest. Kids 
these days wanna make stuff, so let 
them make stuff! The San Francisco 
Museum of Craft and Design’s 
MakeArt events offer programs for 
children, low-cost affairs offering 
tutelage in the creation of puppets, 
bookmarks, paper flowers, and more, 
usually from recycled or found mate-
rials. There are also family-focused 
programs (DIY cardboard ukeleles!), 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 54 >>

best holy rolling: ChurCh of 8 wheels 
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375 ELEVENTH ST, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103

DOORS: 7.00 PM SHOWTIME: 8.30 PM 
TICKETS: WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM

      

375 ELEVENTH ST, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103

DOORS: 7.00 PM SHOWTIME: 8.30 PM 
TICKETS: WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM

and, best of all, creative activities for 
grown-ups only. Along with a series 
taught by Etsy artists (an upcoming 
event teaches you how to construct 
a gilded geode pendant — hello, 
perfect holiday gift), there have 
been how-tos on terrarium-making, 
hand-lettering, and more. Craft 
enthusiasts will also want to check 
out the ongoing artists’ lecture series.
Various Bay Area locations. www.sfmcd.org

BEST ARTS INTERCESSION
When a group of experienced Bay 
Area arts and cultural leaders took 
over troubled CELLspace almost two 
years ago to create InnerMission, we 
were happy to see this venerable 
performance, party, and community 
space given a new lease on life. It 
started out by hosting some cool new 
events and aiming for the highest 
business standards (see “CELLspace 
becomes InnerMission,” 10/23/12). 
After all, CELLspace has been an 
important local independent arts insti-
tution for almost 20 years. Sadly, that 
hasn’t stopped the building owner 
from deciding to turn the entire block 
into condos, so it has a date with the 
wrecking ball next summer, business 

acumen and creative programming be 
damned. Check it out while you can, 
especially the Vau de Vire’s Society’s 
“Soiled Dove” immersive dinner the-
ater performance in December.
2050 Bryant, SF. (415) 203-2674,  
www.innermissionevents.com

BEST TEMPLE OF TUNES
We don’t know for sure how many 
former Masonic Temples with iconic 
marble war memorials depicting the 
battle between good and evil now 
host Hall and Oates, Pixies, and Café 
Tacuba shows for 3,300 people. But 

we’re guessing: not many. The Masonic 
(formerly known as the California 
Memorial Masonic Temple) reopened 
in September with revamped seating, 
a state-of-the-art sound system, new 
lighting, concessions, and a schmancy 
VIP room with a knockout view of 

the city to complement that historic 
interior artwork. Let’s just say, the 
building’s seen quite a few changes 
over its 56-year history. After negoti-
ating with noise-averse neighbors for 
the last half a decade, Live Nation will 
now be booking some 54 shows a year 
at the refurbished venue — a lineup 
full of heavy hitters, at that. Keep it 
up, Masonic, and we’ll try to keep it 
down for the Nob Hill sleepyheads.
1111 California, SF. (415) 776-7457,  
www.sfmasonic.com

BEST ELIZABETHAN UPDATE
“We believe the arts can change 
perceptions.” That’s core belief No. 1 
for the outstanding African American 
Shakespeare Company, which is cele-
brating its 20th year of translating 
classical (and contemporary) theater 
into “experiences which celebrate 
our pride, diversity and integri-
ty.” Founded by dynamic director 
Sherri Young, the collective has 
produced dozens of thought- and 
emotion-provoking classical works, 
putting them in a new cultural con-
text, and introducing new audiences 
to the pageantry, drama, and delight 
of Shakespeare and others. School 
workshops, outreach programs, 
student matinees are all on the pro-
CONTINUES ON PAGE 56 >>

BEST DIy-NOT?
CONT>>

best curbside cellos: cello street quartet 
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Concert at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change.  
Box Office Hours  Mon–Fri 10am–6pm, Sat noon–6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts.  Walk Up  Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin.

Bring the entire family as the San Francisco 
Symphony marks the Day of the Dead with 
its annual concert celebrating Latin American 
music and culture!

Arrive at 1pm for festivities including: 
• Sugar Skull Decorating 
• Face Painting 
• Refreshments 
• Colorful Altars 
• Live Music and Dancing
Recommended for ages 7 and older. Group discount not available.

SAT NOV 1 2 PM 
FESTIVITIES START AT 1 PM

$15
• TICKETS •

START AT

H A LF PR I C E FO R AG E S 
17 A N D U N D E R

SUPPORTED BY                  MEDIA PARTNERS                        

sfsYmphonY.0rg/dia  (4I5)864-6000

Donato Cabrera  conductor 
San Francisco Symphony
Jessica Rivera  soprano 
Círculo Cultural  theater group

gram. As are exciting new produc-
tions, like world premiere Xtigone, 
a play on Sophocles’ Antigone by 
Nambi E. Kelley, which will debut 
next February. Performing most 
of its production in the Buriel 
Clay Theatre, part of the African 
American Art and Culture Comples, 
the AASC brings some much-needed 
color to the Bard’s pale cheeks.
www.african-americanshakes.org

BEST BLOND AMBITION
Who is D’Arcy Drollinger? This dazzling 
drag performer’s played professional 
man-eater Samantha Jones (in Sex 
and the City Live!), frazzled starlet 
Lindsay Lohan (in Drollinger’s hilar-
ious pop-culture saga Project: Lohan), 
and a peroxided exotic dancer (in 
campy, long-running smash Shit & 
Champagne), among memorable (and 
memorably coiffed) roles in other 
works — many of which the per-
former played a central role in creat-
ing, as with Lohan and Champagne. 

She’s also found the time to 
write the book and lyrics for this 
summer’s Mr. Irresistible, a sci-fi 
musical comedy self-described as 
“Terminator meets Ugly Betty.” Oh! 
And she invented headband-and-
legwarmer-adorned SexiTude™, a 
“body-positive, age-positive, sex-pos-
itive dance experience,” which she 
teaches in classes at ODC, Dance 
Mission, and elsewhere. One thing’s 
abundantly clear: D’Arcy has her 
own Sparkle Motion.
www.darcydrollinger.com

BEST ELIzABEThAN upDATE
CONT>>

BEST LEApS FROM ThE SCREEN
What is “expanded cinema”? 
Expand your mind and find out at 
Shapeshifters Cinema, an ongoing free 
series held monthly at Oakland’s 
Temescal Art Center. Experimental 
artists from the worlds of film and 

video create works aided by equally 
open-minded musicians and sound 
artists, making every Shapeshifters 
event a you-can’t-see/hear-this-any-
where-else situation, with simulta-
neous projections, live sound effects, 
PowerPoint manipulations, costumes, 

best blond ambition: d’arcy drollinger
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Treat yourself to Skulls.
Now through November 30.
This Halloween, come face to face with flesh-eating beetles 
and hundreds of animal skulls in this revealing exhibit.

Get tickets at calacademy.org

23479_CAS_Beetles_6.01x8.21.indd   1 9/25/14   1:49 PM

power tools, psychedelic light shows, 
and other magic tricks. With close 
ties to Artists’ Television Access and 
the San Francisco Cinematheque, 
Shapeshifters — which is curated 
by Kathleen Quillian and Gilbert 
Guerrero — has hosted both trav-
eling and local artists (Scott Stark, 
Kerry Laitala, Paul Clipson), and is 
making sure the definition of “cine-
ma” remains fluid and thrilling.
Second Sundays, 8-9pm, free.  
Temescal Art Center, 511 48th St., Oakl.  
www.shapeshifterscinema.com

BEST JAZZ-AGE THROWBACK
Soooo, you missed The Speakeasy, 
even after its long run and critical 
raves? Here’s hoping that Boxcar 
Theatre brings back the interactive 
production Guardian critic Robert 
Avila dubbed “one of the more 
involved and impressively orches-
trated theatrical experiences on any 
Bay Area stage.” Nick A. Olivero and 
Peter Ruocco’s immersive theatrical 
extravaganza guided participants 
(you could call them audience mem-
bers, though their role was hardly a 

passive one) into a Prohibition-era 
gambling den — really the disguised 
black-box Boxcar Playhouse, but with 
cocktails and “gambling.” There, 
they were surrounded by ongoing 
dramas and micro-dramas and 
vignettes enacted by a period-perfect 
cast of Roaring Twenties characters: 
gangsters, jazz babies, World War I 
veterans, you name it. Since one’s 
experience of the show depended on 
which way you happen to wander, 
no two visits to The Speakeasy were 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 58 >>

artist andy puls at  
shapeshifters cinema,  

best leaps from the screen
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Call 510 647-2949 · Click berkeleyrep.org S E A S O N S P O N S O R S

“ HIGH-ENERGY, VIBRANT,  

ROLLER COASTER RIDE!”

—A SHL AND DAILY TIDINGS

By universes (Steven Sapp, Mildred Ruiz-Sapp,  
and William Ruiz, aka Ninja)

Developed and directed by Liesl Tommy

O N SA LE N OW  
S TA R T S F R I DAY !

 I LLUS TR ATI O N S © 2014 E MO RY D O U G L A S / A R S N Y
PH OTOS CO U RTE S Y O F IT ’ S A B O U T TIM E/B PP A LUM NI COM M IT TEE

ROCKING AND UNLOCKING THE LEGACY OF

THE BLACK PANTHERS AND YOUNG LORDS

ever alike. Which is why Boxcar 
should revive this show, daddy-o!
www.boxcartheatre.org

BEST NIGHT TO CHILL  
WITH YOUR (SMASH) BROS
Nerds, reclaim the night! It’s now 
possible to spend your evening 
thumbing joysticks against the 
West Coast’s best Super Smash 
Bros. and League of Legend players 
at Showdown eSports’ Tuesday game 
night. The weekly event turns the 
video game experience into an IRL 
social one, and projects polygonal 
battles high on the soaring walls of 
the Folsom Street Foundry for all 
to see. Mario Kart, Rock Band, and 
even board games abound. If you’re 
daring, and blessed with a powerful 
desire to see if Nintendo’s Italian 
plumber can punch Hyrule’s great-
est warrior into oblivion, join the 
NorCal Smash Bros League’s bracket 
competition. The best part of these 
evenings is the camaraderie — 
in-joke refrains like “up B! not side 
B! ARGH!” help build a common 
bond between competitors. Oh, 
and did we mention there’s beer? 
Remember: chugging during Mario 
Kart constitutes the only acceptable 
time to drive drunk.
Tuesdays, 6pm-midnight. Folsom Street 
Foundry, 1425 Folsom, SF.  
www.facebook.com/showdownesports

BEST WAY TO STAY HOME  
AND JOIN THE CIRCUS
Over 20 years ago, community 
activist Dorrie Huntington noticed 
that the old high school next door 
to her home was empty again after 
its brief stint as a homeless shelter. 
What good use could it be put to? 
At the suggestion of some Moscow 
Circus alumni, and with a whole 
lot of elbow grease, Acrosports was 
born. The building was transformed 
with mats and bars into an amazing 
circus school for Bay Area residents. 
Nowadays, each week more than 
2,500 athletes of all ages (10 months 
old and up!) take breakdancing, 
capoeira, tumbling, and parkour 
classes in its repurposed rooms. The 
physical conditioning also teaches 
creativity and perseverance — and 
the showmanship and confidence 
you need to get by in the three-ring 
circus of life.
639 Frederick, SF. (415) 665-2276, 
www.acrosports.org

BEST DAMN DISCOTECH
A gorgeous, retro-classy, but 
not-too-ostentatious setting. A 
Funktion One sound system that rat-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 60 >>

BEST JAzz-AGE THROWBACk
CONT>>
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YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS  •   YBCA.ORG  •   415.978.ARTS

 

MEDIA SPONSOR: MEDIA SPONSOR: 

OCT 24-JAN 25, 2015 
IN THE GALLERIES

OCT 24-JAN 25, 2015 
IN THE GALLERIES

ALIEN SHE AND LANDSCAPE: THE VIRTUAL, THE ACTUAL, THE POSSIBLE?

O P E N I N G  N I G H T  P A R T Y
OCT 24, 8-10 PM • GRAND LOBBY AND  GALLERIES

Come celebrate the opening of Landscape: the virtual, the actual, the possible? and Alien She  
with an evening of live music, DJs, and live performances.

GET TICKETS AT YBCA.ORG/OPENING-NIGHT-PARTY

tles your bones. 1,600 dazzling LED 
lights flashing along the walls. 3D 
video projections that don’t scream 
“cheesy.” Drinks that don’t feel des-
perately splashed in a glass. And most 
important: dance music that doesn’t 
seem piped in from the latest DJ-of-
the-month who seems to have more 
hairstyle than talent. This is Audio 
Discotech, the fantastic new SoMa 
club that appeals to a wide variety of 

beats-hungry clubbers by combining 
tasteful décor and expensive-seeming 
attention to detail (clean bathrooms! 
Classy banquettes!) with a killer 
instinct for actually good dance music 
(DJs from around the world who 
don’t just press buttons and pump 
their fists!). All walks of nightlife 
converge here — especially during 
Sunday daytime parties, when the 
skylight floods the dance floor with 
good vibes. Now if only Audio could 
stay open all the time ...
316 11th St., SF. www.audiosf.com

BEST IG-BAY OOL-CAY IT-LAY 
EVENT-HAY
Transport yourself back to the sixth 
grade, or whenever it was that you 
discovered the finer linguistic points 
of Pig Latin. A quiz, to test your 
time travel: how do you say “beast” 
in that vaunted tongue? If you 
answered “East Bay,” congratulations, 
you are still a child at heart and also, 
you know the adorable backstory 
behind the naming of Beast Crawl, 
Oakland’s annual free summer liter-
ary festival. The Beast features more 

BEST DAmN DISCOTECH
CONT>>

than 100 writers in a single night, 
their readings spread out across 
Oakland bars, galleries, restaurants, 
cafes, and storefronts. The suggested 
manner in which to traverse the 
Crawl borrows from Choose Your 
Own Adventure books: You must 
select your path through the many 
tantalizing events presented during 
each leg of the event, using colorful 
official maps as your guide.
beastcrawl.weebly.com

BEST PERAmBULATIONS, 
ILLUSTRATED
We’ve been enamored of artist-graph-
ic journalist Wendy MacNaughton’s 
breezy-yet-hyper-perceptive sketches, 
humanizing portraits, and urban tab-
leaus for years now, but it was with 
this year’s Meanwhile In San Francisco 
that the SF resident became some-
thing like our illustrator laureate. The 
book, the result of McNaughton’s 
lunchtime strolls with her notebook 
in hand, captures the city through 
its characters — from bus drivers 
to Mission hipsters to the folks 
who pass their days at the public 
library — with telling observations 
and detours, like an explanation of 
the difference in scenery between 
Fifth and Sixth streets downtown. 
MacNaughton’s star has since risen 
further with the publication of Pen & 
Ink, a whimsically illustrated collec-
tion of stories about tattoos and their 
owners, but it’s Meanwhile... that 
should be required reading for tour-
ists and recent transplants — much 
more so than any guidebook you’ll 
find at Pier 39.
www.wendymacnaughton.com

BEST STREAmING DREAmS
It’s not just any door — it’s a Fandor, 
and behind its sleek front page at 
www.fandor.com you will find an 

impressive selection of streaming 
narrative films, shorts, and docu-
mentaries from around the world, 
not to mention an online commu-
nity of intelligent film fans. “All of 
our films are either fun, important, 
life-altering, or simply necessary,” 
the company explains on its website, 
and it goes without saying Fandor’s 
stash is superior to Netflix in many 
ways (So. Much. Herzog!) The addi-
tion of film-biz vet Ted Hope as CEO 
earlier this year signaled Fandor’s 
commitment to its content-distribu-
tion arm, and it’s since released films 
like Hal Hartley’s My America. It also 
hosts David Hudson’s meticulously 
curated blog Keyframe — a daily 
must-read, especially for armchair 
cineasts who dream of traveling to 
every international film festival.
www.fandor.com

BEST RED HOT TEASING
Head to Mission dive bar El Rio on 
Fridays at 7:30pm for some titillat-
ing, vanguard clothes-shedding: The 
highly acclaimed Red Hots Burlesque 
performance troupe is here every 
week like clockwork, harvesting 
hoots and hollers from a crowd that’s 
committed to their curves. Founder 
and tassel babe Dottie Lux will 
have you know that the gang has 
been around longer than any other 
queer burly-Q posses in the country, 
which in case you’re wondering, does 
indeed mean that Red Hots simply 
does it better than the rest. These 
ladies are everywhere, strutting their 
gorgeous variety of body types over 
dinner theater at the Supperclub, 
opening for bigtime bands, and even 
supporting the Gotham Girls Roller 
Derby league. Should the Red Hots 
inspire you to don pasties of your 
own, you’re in luck: all ages and 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 62 >>

wendy macnaughton, the artist behind meanwhile in san francisco : 
best perambulations, illustrated GUArdIAN PhOTO by brITTANy m. POwEll
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Inspired Cuisine at Hotel Nikko San Francisco
restaurantANZU.com | 222 Mason Street | 415.394.1100

California cuisine with daily departures to Asia.
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genders are invited to classes at the 
group’s School of Shimmy.
www.redhotsburlesque.com

BEST CONCEPTUAL PEEK
Although this little exhibition space 
that could has been operating in the 
display adjacent to Artists Television 
Access since 2007, this year’s spate of 
exhibitions at Right Window Gallery has 
included some of the funniest and 

most fearless examples of semi-public 
art in recent memory. For example: 
Mitche Manitou’s “SUBMISSION: 
Giving in to Change,” a photo essay 
of street signage altered through 
strategic cropping, or Cliff Hengst’s 
marathon “Gotta get a message to 
you,” for which the artist became a 
one-man protest poster painting fac-
tory. The collective brain trust behind 
this little exhibition space that could 
has provided a glass-enclosed run-
ning commentary on the changing 
character and economic realities of its 

surroundings, in voices both goofily 
outré and conceptually whipsmart.
992 Valencia, SF. rightwindow.blogspot.com

BEST SILVER-TONGUED  
SHE-DEVILS (NOW IN PRINT)
Twenty years ago, a ladies-only per-
formance poetry series was born, 
the brainchild of Michelle Tea and 
Sini Anderson, who were tired of 
competing with dude-bro, Bukowski 
wannabes for mic time. Dubbed “The 
Best Place to Hear Silver-Tongued 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 64 >>

BEST RED HOT TEASING
CONT>>

best red hot 
teasing:  
red hots 

burlesque 
PHOTO By  

BENjAmIN WESTER
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She-Devils” by this very publication, 
the event eventually morphed into a 
touring roadshow of riotous propor-
tions, including such literary notables 
as Eileen Myles, Mary Gaitskill, and 
Beth Lisick, as well as Tea herself. 
It’s remained a byword of outsider, 
female-gendered spoken word ever 
since. But road-tripping is exhausting, 
and spoken word ephemeral, which 

makes City Lights’ Sister Spit imprint 
such a welcome addition to the lit-
sphere. Now we can revel in the poet-
ry of Ali Liebegott and the prose of 
Dia Felix — all releases are edited by 
Tea — in the comfort of home or our 
own personal roadshows.
www.citylights.com

BEST BILLBOARD PIRATE SALUTE
“Sell Your Dreams,” screamed white 
text against an eye-searing spectrum 
of neons and pastels on Anthony 
Discenza’s billboard-mounted mural 

in the Mission. The message — which 
laughed in the face of tech boom-fu-
eled corporate utopianism — was just 
one of the unsettling takeovers of 
publicly visible commercial space that 
Steven Wolf Fine Arts rented for the 
group exhibition “What Keeps Mankind 
Alive.” The sleeper art show of the 
summer spotlighted San Francisco’s 
long history of billboard hacktivism 
and public culture jamming with 
decades worth of artists’ work (Victor 
Moscoso and Billboard Liberation 
Front provided some of the older work 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 66 >>

BEST SILvER-TOngUED ShE-DEvILS 
(nOW In PRInT)
CONT>>

on view). It also underscored just how 
native advertising has become to our 
digitally mediated selves, by utilizing 
a platform (the billboard) that has 
become both commercially outmoded 
and art-historically loaded.
Steven Wolf Fine Arts, 2747 19th St., SF. 
www.stevenwolffinearts.com

BEST TWO-MInUTE BLASTS 
FROM ThE nEO-FUTURE
Bay Area, hold onto your shoe hats; 
the San Francisco neo-Futurists have 
landed, and South of Market will 
never be the same. Formed in Chicago 
in 1988, the surrealist theater troupe 
infiltrated New York 10 years ago — 
and now it’s San Francisco’s turn to 
take in the Neo’s raucous, ever-chang-
ing signature show Too Much Light 
Makes the Baby Go Blind. At every 
performance, a timer is set, and as the 
audience shouts out numbers in ran-
dom order, the Neos race to beat the 
clock, performing 30 original plays 
in the allotted 60 minutes. On any 
given night there 
could be nudity or 
masks, balloons or 
jazz, pirouettes or 
pizza — or all of 
the above. After 
each performance a 
certain number of 
plays are swapped 
out, making each 
show refreshing-
ly different. This 
is more than a fun night out, it’s a 
rowdy tradition worth cultivating.
Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, SF.  
www.sfneofuturists.com

BEST hA-hA!
If there was ever a night to call a bar 
and ask for “Seymour Butts,” Bart 
Simpson-style, it’d be every fourth 
Sunday at the Knockout during 1990
s Simpsons Trivia night. Note the years: 
Questions pertain to the first decade 
of the epic Simpsons timeframe, 
which spans 25 seasons and count-
ing, and you can live in happy deni-
al that the 2007 feature film ever 
misfired into theaters. But, it means 
you’ve gotta get old-school with 
your binge-watching ... er, research 
... if you want to dominate the 
scoreboard. Keywords: “Bobo.” “Boo-
urns.” “Joey-Joe-Joe Shabbadoo.”
The Knockout, 3223 Mission, SF.  
(415) 550-6994, www.theknockoutsf.com;  
www.facebook.com/SimpsonsTriviaSF

BEST SOnIC SAnCTUARY
There are a lot of great-sounding 
rooms in the Bay Area, but very few 
of them have the anything-goes 
spirit — not to mention architectur-

al weirdness and panache — of The 
Lost Church. Brett and Elizabeth 
Cline, who own and live behind the 

best two-minute blasts from the neo-future: san francisco neo-futurists 
(above); from “what keeps mankind alive,” best billboard pirate salute
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Accredited College, ACCSC.
Review our consumer disclosures at expression.edu/disclosures.
San Jose is a branch campus of Ex’pression College located in Emeryville, CA.
Ex'pression College is a subsidiary of SAE Institute, a global provider of creative media education.

At Ex’pression College, we produce more than just 

college graduates. We hone the next generation of 

filmmakers, animators, game designers, music 

producers, graphic designers, and sound artists. 

Our graduates are led by their passions and go on to 

exciting careers in the digital arts and media fields. 

expression.edu

Ex’pression College Emeryville

6601 Shellmound Street

Emeryville, CA 94608

Ex’pression College San Jose

1751 Fox Drive

San Jose, CA 95131

Financial Aid available to those who qualify. 
School starts 11/10/14!
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postmodern, angular, yet surprising-
ly intimate David Ireland-designed 
music venue-theatrical performance 
space, decided to close it temporarily 
this year to make way for a more 
seating and a real kitchen, both of 
which can only enhance the experi-
ence of catching a show there by the 
likes of Jonathan Richman or Sonny 
Smith. The space is clean, expertly 
lit, with a classy, well-decorated bar 

— and its Capp Street location only 
adds to its indie mystique. Oh, and 
the demonic, Rolling Stones-inspired 
annual Christmas show? You’ll just 
have to see it to understand.
65 Capp, SF. www.thelostchurch.com

BEST DROP DOWNTOWN
Yes, lots of musicians are moving to 
Oakland. And while there are plenty 
of great venues in the East Bay, we 
were starting to get the distinct feel-
ing earlier this year that the number 
of venues just couldn’t quite keep 

up with the influx of talent. Enter 
Oakland Drops Beats, a brand-new, fam-
ily-friendly, totally free music crawl 
that takes place in art galleries and 
other non-conventional spaces all 
over downtown Oakland, with a focus 
on pairing up-and-coming musicians 
with more established bands. There 
have only been two incarnations of 
it thus far (the event has plans of 
becoming a quarterly happening) but 
we’re looking forward to watching it 
grow apace with the arts renaissance 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 68 >>

best drop  
downtown:  
oakland  
drops beats

BEST SONic SaNcTuaRy
CONT>>
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taking place in the Town.
www.oaklanddropsbeats.com

BEST GAMEBOY TUNESMITH
Jack-of-all-trades musician, artist, 
dramatic yo-yoist, and video game 
designer-wizard Doctor Popular is one 
of those people you’ll inevitably run 
into if you’re out and about in the 
Mission, which makes us wonder 
when he has the time to do all that 

he does — which includes but is by 
no means limited to creating catchy, 
infectious music using old-school 
video game consoles, and editing his 
music videos on his phone. Is it weird? 
Sure, it’s weird. It’s also way better 
than it has any right to be: Just ask 
any of the folks who contributed to 
his Kickstarter, which raised $11,000 
to help produce an all 8-bit album.
www.docpop.org

BEST SUNDAY TWANGDAY
While two-thirds of the city is killing 

time waiting in a two-hour brunch 
line just to Instagram their eggs 
Benedict (#SundayFunday!), those in 
the know hitch on their high-kickers 
and head to the cool yet still satis-
fying sanctuary of Thee Parkside’s 
Original Famous Twang Sundays. It’s all 
ages, always free, and sports a dif-
ferent food special from the kitchen 
every week. Putting the tang in your 
twang: different cowboy-boot-sportin’ 
crooners on the stage (Smooth Hound 
Smith, Thirteen Button Trousers, Sour 
Mash Hug Band) ever so gently kick-

ing your hangover to the curb.
Sundays, 2pm, free. 1600 17th St., SF. 
(415) 252-1330, www.theeparkside.com

BEST UNDERGROUND VENUE, 
NOW REVEALED
Oh, Viracocha. We’ve loved you from 
the beginning — for your overflow-
ing bins of records, your antique 
mannequins and birdcages, your 
shelves upon shelves of jewelry and 
soaps and albums made by local 
dreamers and artists of all kinds, and 
of course for your truly beautiful 
bathroom. Not to mention the base-
ment listening room, which has had 
some of the best live sound in the 
city for the past five years, and played 
host to some of the most fun shows, 
parties, and readings we’ve ever been 
to. But due to zoning restrictions, 
the downstairs venue was limited 
in its outreach — until now. Owner 
Jonathan Siegel deserves a medal for 
jumping through the city’s hoops to 
reconstruct the space and obtain a 
legitimate entertainment permit (an 
alcohol license is next). But he’d prob-
ably be happy with a nap instead.
998 Valencia, SF. (415) 374-7048,  
www.viracochasf.com

BEST DANCING IN THE DARK
One of the fierce pleasures of local 
nightlife is watching little parties 
grow up into big parties — and then 
watching those big parties start to 
rule the world. Lights Down Low start-
ed several years as a stylish, ragtag 
affair in the Tenderloin when people 
were still using MySpace to find out 
about good dancing. Well, you can’t 
keep a great party secret — especially 
one with a fanbase as devoted as 
this one. Soon the techno, house, 

and electro headliners were getting 
more adventurous, more tricky, 
more famous, more insane. Giant 
smiley-faces and acid-trippy visu-
als splashed across the LDL scene. 
Hundreds of late-night party people 
flocked to hear what promoter Corey 
Sleazemore, soon joined by infamous 
party animal DJ Richie Panic, had up 
his sleeve. Add a recent roster of res-
ident party DJs (MPHD, Dials), a res-
idency at the huge Mezzanine club, 
and a Los Angeles franchise (which 
may or may not have been raided by 
anti-rave cops) — you’ll want to keep 
your party finger on that dimmer 
switch, dear.
www.facebook.com/LightsDownLowCA

BEST UP AND OUT FOR ART
With so many gallery closures this 
past year, and commercial real estate 
only getting more cost prohibitive, 
artists and curators have had to get 
more creative about how to show 
work. Choosing one of the most com-
mon of public architectural structures 
as its starting point, curatorial collec-
tive Stairwell’s has taken art outside 
of the proverbial white cube, staging 
installations and interventions with 
accompanying publications and tours 
(called “field trips” in Stairwell’s 
speak) in diverse sites around the Bay 
Area. Whether they entail climbing 
underneath the inter-gallery staircase 
at YBCA or ascending the Metreon’s 
escalators, the tours that Stairwell’s 
runs are playful and thoughtfully 
insistent on reframing the struc-
tures around us as sites for aesthetic 
inquiry and reflection. Kudos to it for 
showing that space is not really an 
issue when there’s vision to spare.
www.stairwells.org 2

best dancing in the dark: lights down low 

BEST DROP DOWNTOWN
CONT>>
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LEST WE FORGET
PRESENTS

YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS  •   YBCA.ORG  •   415.978.ARTS

In the current state of profound transition in San Francisco, it’s more important than ever to 
remember the City’s radical history and hard-fought battles for social change.  

How we live today is a direct result of these actions of the past. 

PHOTOS (CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT): THE FALL OF THE I-HOTEL, THE TIMES OF HARVEY MILK, ALCATRAZ IS NOT AN ISLAND, HARDCORE HOME MOVIE, WE WERE HERE, TAKE THIS HAMMER, CHAN IS MISSING 

YBCA.ORG/LEST-WE-FORGET

F I L M  S E R I E S
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THREE TIME WINNER 

Best Bay Area Magician! 

OCT 15 to NOV 2
510.843.4822
AURORATHEATRE.ORG
2081 ADDISON ST., BERKELEY
JUST 1/2 BLOCK FROM
DOWNTOWN BERKELEY BART

CHRISTIAN CAGIGAL’S

OBSCURA
A MAGIC SHOW
AN INTIMATE EVENING OF
FAIRY TALES, DARK FABLES
AND STRANGE HAPPENINGS

A BEAST IN A JUNGLE
SAN  FRANCISCO  performing arts, culture  calendar  &  reviews

Thank you!
best arts/music website
abeastinajungle.com

“….the perfect play.…pacy dialogue, New York neurosis...love, 
lust, revenge, ego and a breath-baiting denouement.”

—Katrina Manson, Camden New Journal  

OCT 15 – NOV 9 at Z Below
tickets at www.zspace.org

tickets at www.zspace.org

A famous writer fakes his own death 
in order to read his obituaries…

what are his vengeful wife and neurotic shrink to do?

A play by Carl Djerassi

Ego

Join us in welcoming the work of world-renowned scientist,
novelist, and playwright Carl Djerassi to the stage in San Francisco.

"...Mr Djerassi stirs a wide-eyed love interest, oafish 
behaviour, rhapsodic riffs on the significance of bubbles 
and good-humoured digs..."
—Alix Christie in The Economist

OCT 16 – NOV 7 at Z Below

Envy, rivalry, back-stabbing…and bubbles!
A chemical whodunit.

A play by Carl Djerassi

Insufficiency

Z SPACE
presents
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Best Overall BOOkstOre
Green Apple Books
506 Clement, SF

www.greenapplebooks.com

Best Used BOOkstOre
Green Apple Books
506 Clement, SF

www.greenapplebooks.com

Best COmiC BOOk stOre (tie)
Isotope
326 Fell, SF

www.isotopecomics.com

ComIx experIenCe
305 Divisadero, SF

www.comixexperience.com

Best reCOrd stOre
AmoeBA
1855 Haight, SF

www.amoeba.com

Best videO stOre
le VIdeo
1231 Ninth Ave, SF

www.levideo.com

Best GrOCery stOre
rAInBow
1745 Folsom, SF

www.rainbow.coop

Best ClOthinG stOre 
(WOmen)
AmBIAnCe
1864 Union, SF

www.ambiancesf.com

Best ClOthinG stOre (men) 
(tie)
AsmBlY HAll
1850 Fillmore, SF

www.asmblyhall.com

suI GenerIs
2231 Market, SF

www.suigenerisconsignment.com

Best ClOthinG stOre (kids)
CHloe’s Closet
451 Cortland, SF

www.chloescloset.com

Best shOp fOr  
parents-tO-Be
CHloe’s Closet
451 Cortland, SF

www.chloescloset.com

Best vintaGe  
ClOthinG stOre
relIC VIntAGe
1605 Haight, SF

www.facebook.com/relicvintagesf

Best lOCal desiGner (tie)
Colleen mAuer desIGn
www.colleenmauerdesigns.com

nooworks
395 Valencia, SF

www.nooworks.com

Best JeWeler
ktd Jeweler
101 Utah, SF

www.ktdjewelers.com

Best flea market
AlAmedA FleA mArket
2900 Navy, Alameda

www.alamedapointantiquesfaire.com

Best thrift stOre
tHrIFt town
2101 Mission, SF

www.thrifttown.com

Best shOe stOre (tie)
sHoe BIz
Multiple Locations

www.shoebizsf.com

GImme sHoes
Multiple Locations

www.gimmeshoes.com

Best fUrnitUre stOre
wooden duCk
1823 Eastshore, Berkl

www.thewoodenduck.com

Best hardWare stOre
Cole HArdwAre
Multiple Locations

www.colehardware.com

Best tOy stOre (tie)
AmBAssAdor toYs
Multiple Locations

www.ambassadortoys.com

tHe Ark
Multiple Locations

www.thearktoys.com

Best Bike shOp (tie)
Box doG BIkes
494 14th St, SF

www.boxdogbikes.com

VAlenCIA CYClerY
1077 Valencia, SF

www.valenciacyclery.com

Best pet shOp
BernAl BeAst
509 Cortland, SF

www.bernalbeast.com

Best Gift shOp
tHe mAson JAr
2149 Union, SF

www.themasonjarsf.com

plaCe tO BUy eyeWear
Veo
Multiple Locations

www.veooptics.com

Best BeaUty sUpplies
BeAutY supplY  
wAreHouse
Multiple Locations

www.bswbayarea.com

Best CannaBis  
dispensary
spArC
1256 Mission, SF

www.sparcsf.org

Best stOre staff
mArmAlAde BoutIque
1843 Union, SF

www.marmaladesf.com

Best QUirky  
speCialty stOre
pAxton GAte
Multiple Locations

www.paxtongate.com

Best spOrtinG GOOds
sports BAsement
Multiple Locations

www.sportsbasement.com

Best flOWer shOp (tie)
CHurCH street Flowers
212 Church, SF

www.churchstreetflowers.com

noB HIll FlorIst
1396 California, SF

www.nobhillflorist.com

Best plaCe  
tO BUy linGerie
pInk BunnY
1772 Union, SF

www.pinkbunny.biz

Best plaCe  
tO BUy sex tOys
Feelmore510
1703 Telegraph, Oakl

www.feelmore510.com

Best plaCe tO BUy  
fetish Gear
mr. s leAtHer
385 Eighth St, SF

www.mr-s-leather.com

shopping
readers’ poll
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 VALENCIA CYCLERY
1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) • SF

SALES 415-550-6600 • REPAIRS 415-550-6601

Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5
valenciacyclery.com

Thank You
Readers and Riders!

We’ve won more Reader’s Choice
awards than any other shop in town!

SF Weekly: 2010, 11, 13 & 14
Bay Area Reporter: 2012, 13 & 14

Bay Guardian: 2009, 10, 11, 12 & 13, and...

Now 2014 Winner Best Bike Shop!

Hybrid/City 
Bikes Kids Bikes

Mountain BikesRoad Bikes
BEST BERRY COOL BIKES
Shopping for a smooth new ride 
need not take place in an institution-
al silence. Huckleberry Bicycles knows 
this, and has stocked a juicy collec-
tion of ’80s vinyl (including many, 
many soundtracks!) to soundtrack 
your perusal of its sleek and so-styl-
ish Pinarello Marvel Ultegras, Giant 
Avail 2s, and Cannondale Bad Boy 
Commuters. Practically speaking, 
the store has all the well-crafted 
two-wheelers you need for any kind 
of riding, plus high-end accessories 
from Brooks, Chrome, and more. 
And if you happen to have a steed 
that needs TLC, you should wheel 
it by. Huckleberry’s bike mechanics 
can handle simple fixes at their free 
repair kiosk at an old newsstand on 
Market and Seventh streets every 
weekday morning, and you can 
bring your bike to the shop itself for 
more involved patchwork.
1073 Market, SF. (415) 484-6575,  
www.huckleberrybicycles.com

BEST SCORCHED-TONGUE 
SHANGRI-LA
Friends, San Franciscans, wing lovers: 
If you like to take your meals awash 

in a sea of flamin’ hot, peppery, vin-
egary goodness, we are about to blow 
your mind (and taste buds). There is 
a store on Pier 39 that sells nothing 
but hot sauces and spicy condi-
ments from around the world, and 
it is called Hot Licks. We’re already 
drooling just mentioning the name, 
please give us a minute. OK. Started 
17 years ago in San Diego, the store 
made its way up here a few years ago, 
to the delight of armchair chili-olo-
gists. BBQ sauce, salsas, snacks, spices 
and rubs ... You’ll find all that at Hot 
Licks, but the eyed-watering wonder-
land is famed for its incredible selec-
tion of hot sauces, starting with its 
eponymous own (available in green, 
Serrano, Serrano extra hot, “Suicide,” 
and XXX varieties). Plus you can get 
other brands like: Sphincter Shrinker, 
Heavenly Heat Fear the Reaper, Island 
Treasure Jamaican Wildfire, Los 
Cholotes Chipotle, and Blind Betty’s. 
Yeow! That’s good.
Pier 38, suite J-16, SF. (415) 590-7277, 
www.hotlickssauces.com

BEST VINYL YACK-FEST
“Hitting the big time” for musicians 
may still conjure images of record 

label boardrooms in New York and 
LA for a lot of people, but if you 
ever needed proof that the Bay 
Area is home to some of the coolest 
independent labels around, look no 
further than the Bay Area Record Fair 
— yes, the BARF. This schmooze-
fest, which had its inaugural event 
in February of this year, has already 
doubled in size, with more than 
two dozen local labels coming out 
for the September event at Thee 
Parkside (organizers Father/Daughter 
Records and promoters Professional 
Fans went ahead and got a permit to 
take over the street outside the bar, 
given the burgeoning girth of the 
event). Live music, records for sale, 
a reminder of the Bay Area’s audio 
cred, a chance to talk shop and buy 
direct with music movers and shak-
ers — plus beer. What more could 
you ask of a Saturday?
www.bayarearecordfair.com

BEST CONFLICT-FREE 
BEDAZZLEMENT
For the high roller with a con-
science, D&H Sustainable Jewelers 
sells a feel-good bonanza of con-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 74 >>

BEST BERRY COOL BIKES: HUCKLEBERRY BIKES 
GUARDIAN PHOTO BY BRITTANY M. POWELL

shopping
editors’ picks
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Creating a lifetime of celebratory jewelry from engagement to
anniversary and every day in between. We’ll help you pick out a timeless 
gift, or gladly work with you to create something stunning and original.

Making occasions shine since 1978.

101 Utah Street, Showroom 133, San Francisco, CA 94103
415.552.8638 | www.ktdjewelers.com
Monday thru Friday, 10 am to 5 pm
Holiday Shopping Hours November 15 – December 24:
Monday thru Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm

•  On-site jewelers and gemologists
•  Jewelry and watch service and repair
•  Custom designs and special orders
•  Heirloom pieces and everyday fashions
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flict-free gemstones, diamonds, 
and other shiny treasures set in 
reclaimed metal and designed by 
local artists. And fret not, con-
scious shopping need not mean 
cookie-cutter goods. If you’re 
looking for a one-of-a-kind bau-
ble, the talented, friendly staff at 
D&H will guide you through a 
design process from sketch to fin-
ished product — it will even work 
up a 3D model if that strikes your 
fancy. Should your big purchase 
requires some liquid courage, head 
to the shop’s mezzanine level and 
take a seat at Rose Cut Wine Bar, 
the only vino vendor inside a US 
jewelry store. The bar’s a perfect 
fit at D&H, just like its swanky, 
sustainable gems.
2323 Market, SF. (415) 500-2550,  
www.dnhjewelers.com

BEST SHROOM STARTERS
Created in 2009 by a pair of UC 
Berkeley students inspired by the 
idea of turning waste into fresh 
foods, Back to the Roots’ Organic 
Mushroom Farm Kits are locally pro-
duced $20 boxed sets that allow 
you to grow and harvest organic 

oyster mushrooms in your own 
home. It’s simple — the kits come 
in milk carton-like containers 
that you cut up, feed with used 
coffee grounds, and harvest 
within 10 days. And if you’re not 
a fungi fancier, founders of the 
Oakland-based online company 
Nikhil Arora and Alejandro Velez 
have a new project for you that 
follows their waste-for-food mis-
sion: self-cleaning fish tanks that 
nurture edible plants, 100 percent 
free of chemical fertilizers.
www.backtotheroots.com

BEST FLOWER GUY
Guy’s Flowers is sure to brighten 
your day. Stationed on the corner 
of Noe and 15th streets almost 
every day, proprietor Guy Clark 
sells beautiful, vivaciously-hued 
blooms that are not only quite rea-
sonably priced, but also verifiably 
long-lasting. His petals are perfect, 
but it’s your interaction with Clark 
— who has been selling flowers in 
the changing neighborhood for 
30-plus years and is well known for 
dressing in fetching monochromes 
— who will bring the roses to your 
cheeks. A neighborhood fixture (he 
was featured in the heartrending 
AIDS documentary We Were Here), 

BEST cOnFLicT-FREE BEdAzzLEMEnT
CONT>>

best flower guy: guy’s flowers
guardiaN phOTO by briTTaNy m. pOwell
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An oasis of serenity in the heart of San Francisco.
Allow Kabuki Springs & Spa to assist you 

on your path to restorative well being.

In gratitude to all those who supported

1750 Geary Boulevard
San Francisco, Ca 94115
415.922.6000

he waters streetside plants, cleans 
the block, and greets all passersby 
with a smile. A grin from Guy 
turns a stressful day into a garden 
stroll, as will, of course, one of his 
well-appointed bouquets.
195 Noe, SF

BEST BAGS TO CARRY YOU AWAY
Fashionistas, are you ready to get 
your boho on with a tan bucket 
bag sporting a sassy tassel, or 
maybe a lime metallic tote is just 
the pop of color you need? Is your 
significant other really schlep-
ping to meetings in a suit — and 
a backpack? Stop that. Pay a visit 
to handbag (and duffel bag and 
gym bag and 
briefcase) craft-
er Basil Racuk, 
who operates a 
stylish boutique 
and atelier in 
the Mission 
that effortlessly 
manages to bal-
ance a breezy 
California 
aesthetic with 
some serious 
craft. Racuk 
designs and 
makes each gor-
geous bag by hand, and the but-
tery leathers will make you melt. 
In a world of mass manufacturing, 
it feels really good to pay a visit 
to the artisan side. Need more 
reasons to cop that weekender bag 
you’re coveting? Not only are you 
worth it, but you’ll have it forever 
— and few others will be rocking 
the same one.
3458 18th St., SF. (415) 255-7457, 
www.basilracuk.com

BEST SMART ‘N’ SPEEDY
Only a running store overseen by 
true-blue fans of the sport would 
try this stunt: spray-painting a 
shoe silver, hiding it someplace 
woodsy, and dropping hints to 
customers over social media about 
which local trail might be hid-
ing this Wonka’s Golden Ticket 
equivalent. And yeah, A Runner’s 
Mind — known to its fans as 
ARM — is kind of a candy story 
for both pavement pounders and 
trail fiends alike. With a (newly 
expanded) Burlingame flagship 
and a (newly opened, as of this 
year) San Francisco location, A 
Runner’s Mind carries all the 

usuals (shoes, shorts, socks, weird 
food-like substances that can be 
slurped down with ease at mile 
15), but it also fosters a sense of 
community, hosting fun runs 
as well as an “ARMAcademy,” a 
supportive program that train ath-
letes of all abilities to crush their 
target races. Metallic sneakers 
optional.
3575 Sacramento, SF; 199 Howard, 
Burlingame, www.armyourfeet.com

CONTINUES ON PAGE 76 >>

BEST SCORCHED-TONGUE SHANGRI-LA: HOT LICKS (ABOvE);  
LINDSAy DAUNELL AND SHAwN HIGGINS Of D&H SUSTAINABLE jEwELERS, 
BEST CONfLICT-fREE BEDAzzLEmENT
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Thank you
for voting us

Best of the Bay
2014!

churchstreet�owers.com

We are Growing!
Come check out our

second location. 

950 battery street 
san francisco, ca 94111

tele 415 434 3427 

original church street location
212 church street 

san francisco, ca 94114
tele 415 553 7762 

churchstreet�owers.com

We are Growing!
Come check out our

second location. 

950 battery street 
san francisco, ca 94111

tele 415 434 3427 

original church street location
212 church street 

san francisco, ca 94114
tele 415 553 7762 

BEST SOARING TOWERS  
OF NERDOM
Cards & Comics Central is a nerd 
Mecca. Some comics shops build 
a reputation on special artist 
appearances, others are known for 
their music, but this place just has 
stuff, and a lot of it. The store’s 
selection of models, import toys, 
and hard-to-find collectibles is 
eclectic and vast, as if a team of 
expert-dorks went on a shopping 
spree (surely this is not far from 
the truth). From a vintage 1995 
two-foot statue of Poison Ivy to 
a custom model of the EVA-02 
from anime classic Neon Genesis 
Evangelion, the shop’s inventory 
is stacked so high it needs ladders 
to access everything. Happily, staff 
is eminently knowledgeable in the 
face of such baffling bounty. Don 
your cape and batarang your way 
over.
5424 Geary, SF. (415) 668-3544,  
www.canddccentral.com

BEST BUTCH LOOKS
Bay Guardian Hot Pink List hon-
oree Kipper Clothiers is the latest 
to push forward a trend that has 
us clapping together our clothes 
hangers: genderqueer clothing. 
In this case, the specialty is sharp 
yet traditional men’s business-
wear made with a wide variety 
of genders and body types in 
mind — any member of the LGBT 
community will find be-suited 
sartorial bliss here. Erin Berg and 
Kyle Moshrefi funded their Gough 
Street boutique via Kickstarter, the 
go-to for entrepreneurs with com-
munity-favorite business plans. 

Do you need a sharp buttondown 
shirt that fits comfortably over 
bosoms? A three-piece suit that 
works with ample hips? Head into 
Kipper and get yourself measured 
for a look that kills — or check 
out online stock for bowties and 
sneaky flasks with class.
78 Gough, SF. (415) 8900-4431,  
www.kipperclothiers.biz

BEST PREPARATION FOR  
OUR NEW ROBOT OVERLORDS
Epilog Legend EXT laser system. 
Did a chill just course down 
your spine? You, friend, sound 
like you need 
to get in with 
Robotics For Fun, 
the robot-mak-
ing school for 
young people 
founded by 
smarty-pants 
Jutiki Gunter 
back in 2004. 
What will sci-
ence-loving 
youth find 
under its aus-
pices? Courses 
on animating 
creatures from 
intelligent vac-
uum cleaners to 
vehicles capable 
of going 15 
miles an hour. 
Opportunities 
to learn about the power of one’s 
own hands. And yes, the chance 
to use a laser etcher to create parts 
far too precise to be made with-
out, you know, a laser. (Plus you 
can buy really cute do-it-yourself 
robot kits, including T-Rexes and 
unicorns!) Challenging, yet sup-

portive, Gunter’s classes range 
from entry level to advanced. 
Take them all, then take over the 
world.
2533 Broadway, Oakl. (510) 597-0772, 
www.roboticsforfun.com

BEST CRATE-DIGGING  
TO THE ROOTS
Since 1976, this quietly unpre-
tentious El Cerrito spot has been 
offering up awesome jazz, blues, 
Americana, bluegrass, Cajun 
music, and more great roots 
genres, on CD, DVD, vinyl, and 
cassette tape. The plaid-clad, 

banjo-toting young hipster band 
of the moment might be playing 
shows in the Mission, but it’s at 
Down Home Music that it’s doing its 
homework (by way of crate-dig-
ging, of course, an art that we 
dare say is making a comeback). 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 78 >>

CONT>>

nikhil arora and alejandro velez — the pair behind back to the roots’ organic mushroom farm kits, 
best shroom starters (above); best vinYl Yack-fest: baY area record fair bArf PHOTO bY ErIN DAGE
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      FALL SALE         25%-50% OFF       Oct  24th-26th

BERKELEY   /    MARIN
 

 www.thewoodenduck.com
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(510) 540-6666 • www.darkentry.com
2589 Telegraph Ave. in Berkeley

Clothes, shoes,
boots, body jewelry, 

S.E. & M.P. 
hair dyes, hosiery, 

costumes,
accessories
& more.

Local Goods ::: Studio & Shop
275 6th Ave. @ Clement
San Francisco, CA 94118

(415) 683-5654
HOURS: Weds - Sat 12-7 ::: Sun 11-6

www.foggy-notion.com

Next time you hear someone say 
they get all their music online, 
point them toward Down Home 
— the owners’ knowledge and the 
store’s atmosphere will enlighten 
any mp3-head.
10341 San Pablo, El Cerrito. (510) 525-
2129, www.downhomemusic.com

BEST BIBLIO-SAFARI
Just off Piedmont Avenue, Book 
Zoo is stocked with poetry and 
fiction and cookbooks, sure. 
But the real reason to go is for 
the seemingly endless supply 
of the unexpected and amaz-
ing that comprises the rest of 
its eclectic stock. It’s not just 
that you’re likely to encounter 
obscure titles on subjects as 
varied as narcotics history, Cree 
knot tying, ESP, and art forg-
ery that you never knew you 
needed. Frequently, the books 
themselves are physically stun-
ning. Happily, it’s far from the 
Tumblr-esque retail experience 
of other specialty booksellers 
at pains to underscore their 
well-curated good taste. Come 
here for a lit quest that is always 

friendly, routinely surprising, 
and decidedly unpretentious.
14 Glen, Oakl. (510) 654-2665,  
www.bookzoo.net

BEST PIXELATED  
PLEASURE PALACE
Retro 8- and 16-bit machines are 
all the rage in Gene Pereverzev’s 
GameShop Classic videogame store. 

BEST CRATE-DIGGInG TO ThE ROOTS
CONT>>

best smart ‘n’ speedy: a runner’s mind

Tucked away inside Fix-It-Laptop, the 
shop boasts a stock rife with con-
soles from our childhoods. The Sega 
Game Gear, Atari Lynx, Magnavox 
Odyssey, even the now-retro Sony 
Playstation are part of Pereverzev’s 
not-so-humble collection. His team 
of modders will install any doo-
hickey in any videogame doodad of 
your choosing, handy for swapping 
out faulty Xbox fans or installing 
lights in Game Boys that never had 
them in the first place. In an age 
where pushy corporate clerks ped-
dle useless videogame pre-orders, 
GameShop Classic is a functional 
hub of the collaborative geeky cul-
ture of yore. Game on.
2101 Taraval, SF. (415) 242-9990,  
www.gameshopclassic.com

BEST PhAT FIGhTERS
All too often in this foodie-centric 
metropolitan area of ours, good 

eats come with a price tag that 
places them far out of reach of the 
common individual’s hungry paws. 
That’s why food justice organiza-
tion Phat Beets Produce satisfies two 
of our favorite cravings: fresh pro-
duce and class-conscious economic 
action. It’s hard to fit the many 
programs Phat Beets runs in this 
space, but let’s start here: an afford-
able CSA program that connects 
small local farmers and price-con-
scious families (packages run from 
$16-25); multiple farm stands and 
markets throughout the East Bay, 
partnerships with urban farms, 
and hella ways to get involved with 
anti-displacement and neighbor-
hood safety programs. Ah, all of a 
sudden we feel nice and full.
www.phatbeetsproduce.org

BEST MAD STYLE FOR YOUR PAD
Some of us have great taste in 
clothes, friends, and food — but fab 
taste in home furnishings is often 
elusive or another league entirely. 
Fortunately Brian Allen decided to 
open his Castro shop, S16 home, so 
you can benefit from his keen eye 
(and the fact he gets up to hit the 
flea markets a whole hell of a lot 
earlier than you). A professional 
stager for some of the choicest real 
estate in town, Allen decided to get 
a bit more intimate, with personal 
selections you’ll want to snatch up 
and show off. You’ll find 1930s club 
chairs, groovy objets for your book-
case or desk, funky lights from the 
’60s, and all kinds of chic vintage or 
unique modern decor items to make 
you look like an arbiter of taste. (His 
shop is also swell for gifts). Follow 
along on S16’s Facebook page for 
recent acquisitions.
286 Sanchez, SF. www.s16home.com

BEST WESTERnALIA
“Oh, another bookstore,” you 
think. “Maybe I’ll pop in and 
browse a minute.” Be warned! 
The Great Overland Book Co. is no 

mere used bookstore — it is a 
bonafide adventure. Here you’ll 
time-travel to San Francisco and 
the West’s past, via an exquisite 
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A M B A S S A D O R
T O Y S

Ambassador Toys
186 West Portal Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94127 
415.759.TOYS 

Open 10am-7pm Daily 

Two Embarcadero Center
Lobby Level

San Francisco, CA 94111
415.345.TOYS

10am-7pm Monday- Friday
10am-6pm Saturday, 11am -6pm Sunday

Northstar Village
8001 Northstar Drive, #8106

Truckee, CA 96161
530.562.2600

Open 10am-5pm Daily 
Closed Tuesday/Wednesday

Town & Country Village
855 El Camino Real, #33

Palo Alto, CA 94301
650-324-TOYS

Open 10am-7pm Daily

—www.ambassadortoys.com— 

Thanks to our customers and supporters
for once again honoring us as 

—Best Toy Store in Best of The Bay—

collection of newspapers, pam-
phlets, brochures, maps, and 
historical ephemera related to 
our area’s often bumpy cultural 
development. Travel journals, 
1920s theater reviews, published 
diaries of female settlers, accounts 
of Native America-explorer 
encounters (from both sides), 
exclamatory broadsides, Barbary 
Coast tales, sketch portfolios, real 
estate surveys, and more cover 
both floors of the intimate Inner 
Sunset store. Oh, you can get 

great discounted bestsellers, too, 
and any genre book you desire, 
covering subjects from nature and 
mystery to the nature of mystery. 
But owners Beau and Randy really 
know their stuff when it comes 
to Californiana, and the West’s 
incredible print history.
345 Judah, SF. (415) 664-0126

BEST FACIAL REFRESH
Our poor faces. We abuse them 
all the time with too much sun, 
makeup, sleeping with makeup 

on, not enough sleep, gloppy 
sunscreen, and not exfoliating 
since, oh, 2009. When you decide 
it’s time to start fresh, pay a visit 
to Felicia Gelardi Skin Care in the 
Marina. First of all, she’s absolute-
ly the sweetest person, and her 
skin is like porcelain, so you know 
she’s doing many things right. At 
a minimum, book yourself the 
60-minute custom facial. For one 
hour, you’ll have a lot of things 
taken care of, from extractions 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 80 >>

best mad 
style for 
your pad: 
s16 home
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www.pipersshoes.com
Please follow us on

Instagram: pipersshoeparlor
Best of SF 2013

(415) 553-6884
1682 HAIGHT STREET

PIPERS SHOE PARLOR 
REOPENED UNDER
NEW OWNERSHIP!
Come check out 
ALL NEW Fall boots
and up to 50% off 
Spring and Summer items!

and moisturizing to a good steam. 
Oh yeah, and a great shoulder 
massage. The place is casual but 
she uses excellent products, and 
after your first visit, you’ll start 
seeing some killer deals in your 
inbox to inspire you to make it 
a regular visit. In no time, you’ll 
look mahvelous!
2458 Chestnut, SF. www.fgskincare.com

BEST FAST FOOD
You can get that pizza delivered 
in 45 minutes to an hour. You 
can call up for that funky General 
Tsao chicken from the corner 
Chinese. Heck, you can even walk 
through the Taco Bell drive-thru 
in your bathrobe for all we care. 
Us? We’ll be chilling with our 

gourmet organic meal, delivered 
to our door faster than we can 
close the window of Sprig, the pre-
pared meal delivery service from 
former Google chef Nate Keller 
that’s got desk jockeys and home-
bodies finally 
eating right for 
cheap. Oh, you 
know, just a 
green-curried 
yam noodle 
bowl. Or black-
ened chicken 
sandwich 
with mango. 
Sauerbraten 
with garlic 
smashed pota-
toes. Soy sau-
sage and kale 
stew. Lunch, 
$9, dinner $10, 

menu changes daily (it’s hip that 
way.) Delivered in no time flat — 
under 20 minutes — from a fleet 
of deliverers who seem actually 
happy to see you.
www.sprig.com

BEST AUDIO UPGRADE
When you’re looking to make 
your beloved vinyl collection 
sound like a million bucks with-
out actually spending a million 
bucks, the pros at the local-
ly-owned, independent, audio-
philes’ playground that is Music 
Lovers are essentially equipment 
sherpas on demand. With a stag-
gering stock of speakers, amplifi-
ers, headphones, and audiovisual 
toys at both their Berkeley and SF 
locations, founders Jae Wheeler 
and Hugh Fountain have been 
running Music Lovers for 25 
years with a focus on quality over 
brand-name fashion, and pride 
themselves on being among the 
first to embrace the concept of 
an affordable, awesome-sounding 
home theater — decades before 
Beats By Dre was a twinkle in the 
hip-hop mogul’s eye. (Just don’t 
blame us if you walk out with 
much more than you went in for.)
2116 Blake, Berk., (510) 558-1000 
and 2295 Bush, SF, (415) 345-8111. 
www.musicloversaudio.com

BEST LITERAL EXPANSION
It’s easy to get pessimistic about 
the future of bookstores — hell, 
about the future of books, peri-
od — when you read headline 
after headline about indie lit 
purveyors struggling or outright 
closing their doors. And then 
there’s Green Apple Books, which 
has long been one of our favorite 
places to rifle through stacks upon 
stacks of used books until we find 
that perfect antique cookbook or 
out-of-print detective novel. In the 
face of a contracting market for 
IRL book shopping, the venerable 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 82 >>

BEST FAcIAL REFRESh
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kyle moshrefi and erin berg of kipper clothiers, best butch looks 
(above); best pixelated pleasure palace: gameshop classic 
GUArdIAN PhOTO Of kIPPEr ClOThIErS by CAbUrE bONUGlI / ShOT IN ThE CITy;  

GUArdIAN PhOTO Of GAmEShOP ClASSIC by AmANdA rhOAdES
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We hear what you’re saying.
We offer the best selection in the Bay Area.

2366 San Pablo Avenue • Berkeley, CA 94702        www.mybpg.com     510.540.6013

I want      
      more
  choices

FLOWERS   /   PRE-ROLLS   /   CONCENTRATES   /   EDIBLES   /   TOPICALS   /   CLONES   /   SEEDS   /   ACCESSORIES
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Lunch l Dinner l Cocktails l Happy Hour

Celebrate National Pizza 
Month

With these October Pizza 
Specials

The Smoky Diablo - Deep.  House-
roasted corn, chicken breast, our 

signature tomato sauce infused with 
smoked chipotle peppers and topped 

with fresh jalapenos and cilantro.

The Pancetta Portobello - Thin.  
Garlic-roasted portobello mushrooms, 

handcrafted Fra’Mani smoked pancetta, 
our signature tomato sauce and fresh 
basil on our “Double Zero” thin crust 

pizza dough.

Special On Tap - Firestone Walker 
“Oaktoberfest”

www.patxispizza.com

SF store elicited shock and awe 
this year by doing the unthink-
able: expanding. The opening of 
the brand-new Green Apple Books 
on the Park in the Inner Sunset (it 
shares the rent with neighbor-
hood stalwart movie rental spot 
Le Video), gave us a much-needed 
jolt of optimism, especially when 
one of its first-ever events was 
a sweet Haruki Murakami mid-
night release party.
1231 Ninth Ave., SF. (415) 742-
5833, www.greenapplebooks.com

BEST WAK IT OUT
Sometimes one wakes up with 
a fierce, fierce urge to make a 
big pot of Nigerian egusi soup, 
with a side of kicky jollof rice. 
You’re probably not going to 
find the ingredients you need at 
the Safeway. African food fanat-
ics head straight to 16-year-old 
Oakland mainstay Man Must Wak, 
an African and Caribbean grocery 
store with everything you need 
for a feast. “Man must walk” is a 
Nigerian saying meaning “man 
must eat to survive” — but man 
must also cook really amazing 

food, drink Jamaican beer, and 
wonder at the multi-various 
culinary and health applications 
of huge bitter kola nuts. Owner 
Mama KayKay took over the busi-
ness when her husband passed 
away, and has been keeping things 
running smoothly for a devoted 
clientele of African immigrants 
and descendents. Oh, and you 
can get most of your run-of-the-
mill corner-store supplies here, 
too — but don’t you want a bag of 
African smoked chicken, too?
547 Eighth St., Oakl.  
(510) 444-2841, www.facebook.com/
africancaribbeanfoodmarket

BEST SOLES WITH SOUL
Yes, you can can buy pretty shoes 
at Solespace — vegan and eco-con-
scious shoes, Sophia Chang for 
Puma ombre sneakers, vividly 
hued boots from Spain with kitten 
heels, even. But there is so much 
more to this downtown Oakland 
storefront than retail offerings. 
Take for example the communi-
ty-based events that draw young, 
creative, diverse crowds into the 
shoe store’s doors, there to sip 
wine and chat during First Friday 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 84 >>

best present tents:  
alite designs
GUArdIAN PhOTO  

by ErIN CONGEr

BEST LITErAL ExPAnSIOn
CONT>>
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We hear what you’re saying.
We offer the best selection in the Bay Area.

2366 San Pablo Avenue • Berkeley, CA 94702        www.mybpg.com     510.540.6013

I want      
      more
  choices
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Enjoy over 350 spices, herbs, salts, 
peppers, chiles, sugars, extracts, 

blends & gift sets from all over the 
world. We bring you the finest 

ingredients and variety possible, 
at affordable prices.

Come Taste Over 350 Great Products!

spiceace.com   415.885.3038

1821 Steiner Street (between Bush & Sutter Streets) 
Lower Paci�c Heights, San Francisco, CA 

Taste the World!

Award-Winning 

White Rose Boutique
Celebrates Its 25th Anniversary

Enjoy a 25% Discount with this Ad
242 West Portal Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94127 
415.681.5411

celebrations. Live African music 
may float in from a sidewalk per-
formance, or a DJ could be spin-
ning right there on the showroom 
floor. And the art! This sum-
mer, radical creative types used 
Solespace as their gallery, from 
an all-woman zine and art show 
in June to “Our Lives Matter,” an 
exhibition featuring new work by 
Oakland graffiti artist Refa One 
and Ajuan Mance, whose work 
focused on the lives of youth 
threatened by police violence.
1714 Telegraph, Oakl. www.solespace.com

BEST PRESENT TENTS
As attached as we are to city liv-
ing, one of the best things about 
San Francisco is its proximity to 
the great outdoors. As any fresh 
air addict knows, there are a host 
of mountains to climb, beaches 
to explore, woods to traverse, 
and lakes to swim in, all with-
in striking distance of the city 
streets. Alite Designs wants you 
to remember that you’re close 
to natural beauty, and you don’t 
need to be a trekking expert to 
enjoy it. The local outdoor gear 
company produces quality back-
packs, chairs, and a host of other 
equipment for making adventures 
in the wild more transcendent 
that rugged. Learn about camp-
sites and what you need for your 
trip at the Ranger Station lending 
library, where you can also reserve 
gear to borrow free of charge. 
And now there’s even a Mission 
District retail location? A night 
snuggling under the stars in a 
toasted-marshmallow-and boxed-
wine-induced haze never felt so 
attainable.
Ranger Station: 2505 Mariposa, SF.  
Retail store: 3376 18th St., SF. (415) 
626-1526, www.alitedesigns.com 2

BEST SolES wiTh Soul
CONT>>

best bags to carry you away: 
basil racuk



opinion

By John Rizzo

OPINION Although I did not have 
the opportunity to address the Bay 
Guardian editorial board, I feel it 
important for the readership to 
know why I am running for reelec-
tion to the City College of San 
Francisco Board of Trustees.

I first ran for the board to fight 
corruption and mismanagement 
at City College. The problems were 
rampant, as reported in the Bay 
Guardian and other news outlets, 
and included construction mis-
management to the tune of $200 
million in waste. I fought against 
top administrators, three of whom 
pleaded guilty to money laundering.

I led the effort to fix the prob-
lems they created, despite pushback 
from some other board members 
and some in the college. At first, I 
did not have the votes to fire these 
administrators, but we did push 
them out after several months.

I sought the presidency of the 
board in order to more strongly 
address these and other problems 
that had come to light, including 
the threat to revoke accreditation 
by the Accreditation Commission 
for Community and Junior 
Colleges (ACCJC).

To address accreditation, I 
increased the frequency of board 
meetings from monthly to weekly. I 
urged the board to bring in auditors 
to identify problems and recom-
mend solutions. The board updated 
dozens of policies, restructured top 
management, and implemented 
multi-year planning processes. The 
last budget the board passed had a 
multi-million-dollar surplus. Most 
importantly, the board passed the 
Accreditation Plan, which is now 
over 90 percent completed.

Unfortunately, ACCJC hasn’t vis-
ited City College in 18 months. Nor 
has it reviewed the massive amount 
of work City College has done. The 
City Attorney is suing ACCJC, and 
the State Auditor issued a damning 
report about it. Earlier this year, the 
Bay Guardian quoted Jackie Speier 
as saying that the “ACCJC has run 
amok and lost their vision, if they 
ever had one.”

ACCJC believes that City College 
should reduce the scope of its offer-
ings to focus on transferring high 
school graduates to four-year col-
leges after two years.

Yet, only a little over 7,000 
students of City College’s 80,000 

students are under 20 years old. 
City College trains tens of thou-
sands of other students directly 
for the job market. City College 
plays a major role in the economy 
by providing learning and train-
ing, much of which is not avail-
able in private sector.

These include top-rated hotel, 
culinary, horticulture, radiology, 
nursing, construction, and other 
vocational training programs. City 
College has 20,000 students of 
English as a second language, which 
enables immigrants to climb out of 
poverty. We help people who already 
have degrees transition to new 
careers. We have programs for the 
disabled, former foster youth, and 
other special needs communities. 
We can’t give up on these programs 
to satisfy an out-of-touch agency 
that doesn’t talk to the public.

During the past year, I’ve been 
working with members of the 
Legislature to build support for 
City College and to make sure that 
ACCJC evaluates our 90-percent 
completed Accreditation Plan. I 
also helped Assemblymember Tom 
Ammiano pass AB 2087, which will 
restore voter control to City College. 
While the board has been suspend-
ed over the past year, an appointed 
special trustee has been making 
decisions in a back room.

The next four years are crucial. 
I will continue to fight to lift the 
threat of dis-accreditation, which 
has caused a 25 percent drop in 
enrollment. I will work for an 
aggressive recruiting program to 
regain our lost students in order 
to sustain the diverse programs 
we offer.

We also need a board that 
provides strong oversight over the 
administration to make sure there 
is no rollback of the reforms I have 
worked hard to pass. I am concerned 
about a spike in administrator sala-
ries at a time when teachers’ salaries 
are being cut. And, the administra-
tion is spending millions of dollars 
on consultants when those scarce 
dollars should to go to students.

I’ve tackled threats and intim-
idation from corrupt officials and 
an out-of-touch accrediting agen-
cy. City College needs strong and 
effective leadership because San 
Francisco needs a strong and educa-
tionally diverse City College. 2

John Rizzo is president of CCSF Board 
of Trustees and candidate for reelection.

EDITORIAL We at the Guardian have 
been covering Airbnb’s scofflaw 
behavior in San Francisco — a 
business model based on short-
term tourist rentals that violated 
city law, compounded by defiance 
of city rulings that Airbnb should 
have been collecting and paying 
hotel taxes — since the spring of 
2012 (see “The problem with the 
sharing economy,” 5/1/12). So 
it was good to see the Board of 
Supervisors finally pass legislation 
addressing the issue last week.

Unfortunately, this flawed 
legislation will only exacerbate 
the city’s affordable housing cri-
sis and prolong the emotionally 
charged divisions that have formed 
around this issue. By refusing to 
accept reasonable amendments 
to his legislation, Board President 
David Chiu all but guaranteed this 
divisive fight will proceed into a 
ballot initiative campaign next 
year, which is not the best way to 
resolve this complicated problem.

There was no good policy 
reason why Chiu, Airbnb, and its 
supporters rejected the proposal to 
limit short-term rentals to 90 nights 
per year. That was the standard 
the legislation applied to unhosted 
rentals, and it should have also 
been applied to hosted rentals, 
those involving a spare room.

The reason he offered was that 
hosts need that income to make 
rent and remain in San Francisco, 
but the logic behind that emotional 
appeal just doesn’t hold up because 
there are plenty of San Franciscans 
willing to pay good money to rent 
a room. The issue is whether that 
room goes to a visiting tourist or to 
a local resident who needs it, and 
this legislation inexplicably sides 
with the former over the latter.

The biggest winner here is 
Airbnb, a politically connected 
company with ties to both Chiu and 
Mayor Ed Lee, who has shielded it 
from enforcement of city laws for 
years now. And the biggest loser is 

low-income renters in San Francisco, 
who are being hurt by the thou-
sands of units already taken off the 
market by Airbnb hosts, a problem 
that will likely grow worse now that 
it’s been legalized.

Chiu’s rejection of an amend-
ment requiring Airbnb to pay its 
back taxes, which total around $25 
million since the company was 
put on notice that they were owed, 
simply adds insult to this injury 
and sends a terrible message that 
powerful companies with political 
friends can flout their obligations 
to the city and still be rewarded.

Allowing San Franciscans to use 
Airbnb on an occasional basis was 
important, and there was an oppor-
tunity here for the kind of good 
compromise legislation on which 
Chiu prides himself. Instead, in the 
middle of a hotly contested elec-
tion, Chiu rushed through one-sid-
ed legislation that will damage this 
city for years to come. It just didn’t 
have to go down this way. 2

Airbnb wins, SF loses

Fighting for CCSF
The issue is wheTheR ThaT Room goes To a visiTing TouRisT oR To a local ResidenT who needs iT.
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EndorsEmEnts 
ExplainEd
As I sorted through the barrage of 
positive and negative feedback to 
the election endorsements we pub-
lished last week — which included 
some tough calls that surprised 
some of our progressive allies — 
I’d like to explain how we at the 
Guardian approach our political 
endorsements and what they rep-
resent.

First of all, let me state clearly 
and categorically that our corpo-
rate owners had nothing to do 
with our decisions, which were 
made entirely by the Guardian’s 
editorial board, which includes 
me, News Editor Rebecca Bowe, 
and Staff Writer Joe Fitzgerald 
Rodriguez. And the three of us 
found consensus on all of our 
choices, sometimes after long dis-
cussions, even when we had dif-
fering initial views on a particular 
race or measure.

The other important point 
to make is that it’s long been the 
Guardian’s philosophy to avoid 
choosing “no endorsement” when-
ever possible. If voters have to 
make a tough decisions among bad 
or equally attractive options, then 
we shouldn’t shrink from making 
that decision as well, even if that 
risks the scorn of a segment of our 
readership. This was the approach 
that I learned from former 
Guardian editors Bruce Brugmann 
and Tim Redmond, and it’s an 
approach that I’ve encouraged us 
to continue as editor.

Finally, there’s the philosoph-
ical question of what it means to 
endorse a candidate, a question 
that we’ve spent a lot of time pon-

dering and discussing during this 
election cycle.

At its most basic, our endorse-
ment means that we think our 
readers should vote for this per-
son or position in this election. 
That’s all. It isn’t a validation of 
everything a politician does or 
stands for, and our endorsements 
are often driven by a weak field of 
challengers more than the strength 
of an incumbent. (Steven T. Jones)

morE shady  
pG&E E-mails
Even more internal Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co. e-mails — flagged by 
activists focused on safety concerns 
at Diablo Canyon nuclear power 
plant — raise new questions about 
the company’s tactics of manipu-
lating the state regulatory process.

PG&E — which faces federal 
charges in connection with a 2010 
fatal gas line explosion in San 
Bruno — has come under scrutiny 
in recent months due to a series 
of questionable e-mail exchang-
es revealing a cozy relationship 
between company executives 
and members of the California 
Public Utilities Commission, a 
scandal that culminated with 
CPUC President Michael Peevey 
announcing he would step down 
when his term ends in December.

According to a legal brief filed 
at the CPUC by the nuclear watch-
dog group Alliance for Nuclear 
Responsibility, PG&E “brazenly 
ignored the commission’s require-
ments” for working with a state-ap-
pointed independent review panel 
convened to review seismic safety 
studies at the nuclear power plant, 

which is near several earthquake 
fault lines.

Internal PG&E e-mails 
obtained by the nuclear watchdog 
group through discovery, made 
possible through its status as an 
intervener in the CPUC rulemak-
ing process, revealed that PG&E 
was concerned about fielding the 
panel’s inquiries. A PG&E govern-
ment affairs representative even 
asked his coworker in one message: 
“Do you believe we could get the 
[independent panel] ‘decommis-
sioned?’ ”

In another exchange, a utility 
executive suggested submitting 
“processed” data, rather than raw 
data, to demonstrate how it had 
arrived at certain conclusions 
regarding seismic safety.

Alliance for Nuclear 
Responsibility spokesperson David 
Weisman used an analogy to 
explain the significance: “It’s like 
saying ‘here’s the cake. You might 
find that it tastes a little funny, but 
we aren’t going to tell you what 
went into it.’ ”

In an e-mail to the Bay 
Guardian, the CPUC said that the 
independent panel would review 
the seismic study over the next few 
months. PG&E did not respond to 
a request for comment.

Several weeks ago, PG&E 
announced it had found no earth-
quake safety hazard at Diablo 
Canyon. But that determination 
was made before the independent 
review panel had a chance to 
review the company’s analysis, or 
weigh in on whether it agreed with 
the science supporting this finding.

“If you release a report without 
the panel’s review, that’s not sci-
ence,” Weisman charged. “That’s 
propaganda.” (Rebecca Bowe)

FarrEll EndorsEs 
Campos
Political moderate Supervisor Mark 
Farrell announced his endorse-
ment of Supervisor David Campos 
for Assembly Oct. 9. That came 
as a real shocker: As part of the 
city’s neoliberal to fiscal conser-
vative faction, Farrell is about as 
ideologically opposed to Campos’ 
brand of progressive politics as you 
can get in this city. If Campos is a 
firebrand with a picket sign, Farrell 
is a tie-wearing venture capitalist 
with his nose in a budget book.

“From working to close loop-
holes in San Francisco’s universal 
healthcare law to enhancing 

nEws briEFs for the extended versions of these articles, 
visit sFbG.Com/politiCs

CONTINUES ON PAGE 88 >>

Bernal Heights 
Collective

*High Grade Cannabis
*Great Selection
*Awesome Edibles
Visit our website for coupons, 
specials & inventory

On-site 
Lounge!

Relax and 
Smoke.

Open 7 days a week 8am-8pm
33 29th St. (w/Mission)
SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895

WWW.BERNALHEIGHTS.ORG
Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis recommendations 
and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Home of the $5 Gram Joint!

Bernal Heights 
Collective

*High Grade Cannabis
*Great Selection
*Awesome Edibles
Visit our website for coupons, 
specials & inventory

On-site 
Lounge!

Relax and 
Smoke.

Open 7 days a week 8am-8pm
33 29th St. (w/Mission)
SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895

WWW.BERNALHEIGHTS.ORG
Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis recommendations 
and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Bernal Heights
Home of the $5 Gram Joint!

Bernal Heights 
Collective

*High Grade Cannabis
*Great Selection
*Awesome Edibles
Visit our website for coupons, 
specials & inventory

On-site 
Lounge!

Relax and 
Smoke.

Open 7 days a week 8am-8pm
33 29th St. (w/Mission)
SF, CA 94110 (415)642-5895

WWW.BERNALHEIGHTS.ORG
Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis recommendations 
and/or identification cards may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Home of the $5 Gram Joint!

BENDER’S GRILL
OCT. ARTIST OF MONTH
PETE DOLITTLE’S 

“WELL HUNG @ BENDERS”
CLOSING PARTY THURS, OCT. 30TH

TUE - FRI 6PM - 11PM • SAT 4PM - 10PM
HAPPY HOUR M-F 4-7PM

WHISKEY WED PBR & SHOT $5
FREE BBQ SUNDAYS 4-7PM

WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM

“Hot Dogs are Delicious at Los Shucos”- SF Examiner

3224 1/2 22nd Street
(415) 366-3868

FOLLOW US

A Place For Dog & Cat Treats, 
Toys, Food & Supplies

Join Us Friday 10/17 at 7:30 for 
Dogs vs. Cats, A Haiku Battle

2959 Mission St
between 25th & 26th
415.821.9649

BRANDON RIOS              DIEGO CHAVEZ

LETS GO GIANTS!
BRING IT HOME FOR THE WIN!

3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness
415-550-7510

Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM • Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM

www.sfbg.com/mission-guide 

In association with the Mission Merchants:

EL RIO’S 36TH BIRTHDAY PARTY
It’s El Rio’s Birthday and YOU are Invited!! Sat Oct 18th 3-2am! With 
your hosts Clammy Faye(Nancy French ) and Manuel Caneri! Lots 
of BANDS including The She Gees (BeeGees Tribute!) and Double 
Duchess! DJs Brown Amy & Carnita (Hard French) and many more! 
There will be Games! Prizes! BBQ by Jackie and Dee! Happy Hour 
from 3-5pm ($4 well and draft)! Join us for the FUN! FREE Party For 
You Good Peoples!
Saturday, October 18, 3pm-2am @ El Rio, 3158 Mission St., SF
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presents

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 18
Readings at 101 venues,

all in three hours over
three phases!

6 PM – 9:30 PM
100% FREE

The World’s

Largest Literary

Pub Crawl
!

Download your Crawl map at litcrawl.org/sf
or pick one up on 10/18 at 518 Valencia litcrawl.org/sf | @litcrawl | #litcrawl

be in the know,
visit sFbG.com 
to connect!

the G-List
the Guardian’s
top to dos public safety and reducing home-

lessness by helping to implement 
Laura’s Law, David has proven his 
commitment to finding solutions 
through cooperation and compro-
mise,” Farrell said.

In that compromise, Farrell 
got Laura’s Law, and Campos and 
homeless advocates won vital 
protections. That’s the kind of 
compromise board President David 
Chiu, Campos’ opponent in the 
Assembly race, has said time and 
time again that Campos is not 
capable of due to his staunch pro-
gressive values.

Although Chiu has passed 
much legislation, and brands 
himself as the “compromise can-
didate,” many political insiders 
noted that’s an easy political posi-
tion when you maneuver yourself 
into becoming a key swing vote. 
When the board is split and you 
are the lone vote that could make 
or break legislation, people must 
compromise with you. There’s a 
hammer over their heads.

“As a new legislator you don’t 
come up there with a ton of 
authority,” Farrell told us. “It’s 
about forging relationships and 
working for compromise. David 
Campos did that with me on the 
Board of Supervisors, and I believe 
he could do that in the Assembly.” 
(Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez)

City College 
Court battle 
Continues
The courtroom saga between City 
College of San Francisco and its 
accreditors reached a new mile-
stone yesterday, as Superior Court 
Judge Curtis Karnow rejected the 
accreditors’ motion to dismiss 
the City Attorney’s Office’s case 
against the decision to close the 
college, yet again.

“This is the fourth time they’ve 
tried to say they’re immune 
(from a lawsuit),” Sara Eisenberg, 
lead prosecutor from the City 
Attorney’s Office told us. “It’s a 
running theme.”

The City Attorney’s Office is 
representing the people of the state 
of California (not the college direct-
ly), suing the ACCJC for what it 
charges was an unfair accreditation 
evaluation. Accreditation is vital for 
degrees from colleges to be worth 
the paper they’re printed on, a pro-
cess many schools go through.

Essentially, the suit charges 
that accreditors stacked the deck 
with evaluators inclined to dis-
agree with many of the funding 
choices and other decisions made 
by City College administrators.

The ACCJC may not have had 
much luck in court on Tuesday, but 
Judge Karnow issued a warning to 
the City Attorney’s Office as well, 
saying it must prove there was true 
harm against City College. “It can-
not just be a technical violation,” 
Karnow said, sternly.

We asked Eisenberg how she 
would prove this. “I’m a little 
loathe to get into our strategy in 
advance of the trial,” she told the 
Guardian. “But when you don’t 
get a fair review of an institution, 
particularly a public community 
college, that in itself is a harm.” 
(Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez)

Wednesday 15
Litquake — Women in WaR:  
tRuth and Fiction
San Francisco Public Library Koret Auditorium, 
100 Larkin, SF. www.swords-to-plowshares.
org/litquake. 6-9pm, free. Join Swords to 
Plowshares and Litquake for this panel discus-
sion on women veterans, who are now authors, 
as they discuss what it means to fight as a woman 
soldier/sailor and much, much more. Featuring 
Kristin Beck, a former U.S. Navy SEAL and coau-
thor of the book Warrior Princess: A U.S. Navy 
Seal’s Journey to Coming Out Transgender; Kayla 
Williams, a former soldier and author of two 
memoirs about war; Mariette Kalinowski, former-
ly of the U.S. Marine Corps; and Evette Davis, the 
author of Woman King, the first installment in 
the Dark Horse Trilogy.
thuRsday 16
FReedom aRchives 15-yeaR ceLebRation
African American Art and Culture Complex, 
762 Fulton, SF. 7-9:30pm, $15. www.freedo-
marchives.org. Join social justice activists and 
cultural workers in celebrating the Freedom 
Archives, and its 15 years of preserving the 
Bay Area’s radical history through an online 
database, radio and video documentaries, and 
publications. Festivities include live music by 
Tarika Lewis, the first woman to join the Black 
Panther Party, and the Youth Ensemble; Puerto 
Rican spoken word and Latin jazz musician Rico 
Pabon and a live band. Emceed by Anita Johnson 
of Hard Knock Radio.
satuRday 18
PaneL: Re-imagine oakLand
First African Methodist Episcopal Church 
(FAME), 3701 Telegraph, Oakl. 2-4pm, donation 
requested. This event, organized by the mayoral 
campaign Dan Siegel for Oakland, is being held 
to discuss Oakland’s challenges of inequity, 
economic decline, and struggling schools — and 
to reimagine a future where citizens have the 
opportunity to thrive. Panelists include former 
Congress member Dennis Kucinich, former state 
Sen. Tom Hayden, and Maria Poblet of Oakland 
Rising Action.
monday 20
FLiPPing oFF sPecuLation:  
a comedy beneFit FoR yes on PRoP g
Public Works, 161 Erie, SF. speculationfreesf.
com. 6pm, doors open till 9:30pm. $20 pre-
sale, $25 at the door. This is comedy benefit for 
Yes on G, the anti-speculation tax to stem the 
rise of evictions, starring Nato Green, Dhaya 
Lakshminarayanan, Matt Lieb, and Natasha 
Muse. Emceed by Karina Dobbins. Laugh 
your way to tenant victory at the San Francisco 
ballot. 2

rise up

news briefs for live news and arts updates 
follow       @sfbg

FaRReLL endoRses camPos
CONT>>
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Wednesday/15
reelabilitieS  

bay area diSabilitieS 
Film FeStival
The local film scene is dynamic 
enough to support two differ-
ent festivals focusing on people 
with disabilities, the first of 
which — ReelAbilities Bay Area 
Disabilities Film Festival, present-
ed by Oakland’s Creative Growth 
Art Center in partnership with 
ReelAbilities New York — kicks 
off today. (The second is the 
Superfest International Disability 
Film Festival, which opens Nov. 
2; check out superfestfilm.com 
for more info.) ReelAbilities high-
lights films by and about people 
with autism, war injuries, blind-
ness, and other disabilities; open-
ing-night pick Wampler’s Ascent 
is a doc about Steve Wampler, 
whose cerebral palsy didn’t stop 
him from climbing Yosemite’s 
intimidating El Capitan. He’ll 
be in attendance at the film’s 
New Parkway Theater screening. 
(Cheryl Eddy)
Through Sun/19, free-$25

Various venues in Oakl and SF

www.bayareareelabilities.org

clap yOur handS 
Say yeah
For a band whose career seems to 
perpetually exist under the shad-

ow of its near-universally loved 
2005 debut, CYHSY has kept on 
truckin’, and then some. Only 
Run, released this June, revealed 
a move toward more ambient, 
synth-influenced sounds in the 
place of urgent, anxious guitar, 
but the chaotic charm so many 
critics fell in love with nearly a 
decade ago is intact; live, the band 
still has a reputation for a hell of 
a show. Bonus: This is part of the 
two-day Culture Collide festival, 
which means you get CYHSY plus 
30+ other bands for darn cheap 
— so you basically have no excuse 

not to go see for yourself. (Emma 
Silvers)
7:30pm, $25 for a festival pass

The Chapel

777 Valencia, SF

(415) 551-5157

www.thechapelsf.com

Thursday/16
united natiOnS 

aSSOciatiOn  
Film FeStival
Now in its 17th year, the United 
Nations Association Film Festival 
— originally founded to mark the 
50th anniversary of the signing 
of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights — returns with 
yet another intriguing program 
of short and feature-length 
documentaries that focus on 
social-justice and human-rights 

issues. Higher-profile picks include 
an emotional look at the lives of 
the few doctors in America who 
perform late-term abortions, After 
Tiller; harrowing war-crimes tale 
The Kill Team; Regarding Susan 
Sontag, about the writer and activ-
ist; and In the Wake of Stalin, about 
the dictator’s lingering presence 
in Russia. (Eddy)
Through Oct 26, $10

Various venues, Palo Alto and SF

www.unaff.org

friday/17
cakeS da killa, 

mikeQ, and rye rye
Break out your dancing shoes — 
and they better be fabulous ones. 
We’d get excited about any one of 
these fashion-forward cats coming 
to town, but all three could mean 
dangerous levels of sass. Cakes, 
whose candy-sweet persona is cut 
with a fast and foul mouth, and 
MikeQ, one of the underground 
ballroom/vogue-house scene’s lead-
ers, are doubling your pleasure as 
part of their “2Cunts1Whip” tour 
this month, while triple-threat Rye 
Rye — arguably one of the most 
underrated young MCs right now, 
period (no need for that “female” 
qualifier) — has worked with 

everyone from Pharrell Williams 
to Diplo, in addition to her fashion 

and acting gigs. Talk about your 
threesomes. (Silvers)
With Swagger Like Us and 120 Minutes

9pm, $10-$13

Public Works

161 Erie, SF

(415) 496-6738

www.publicsf.com

the texaS 
chainSaw 
maSSacre
Happy 40th birthday to 
low-budget horror classic 
The Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
— still as unnerving and 
gut-rattling as it was back in 
1974, when a UT grad named 
Tobe Hooper grabbed his 16mm 
camera, a bunch of enthusiastic 
friends, and several piles of rotting 
meat, and made movie history. 

He also made headlines (with that 
title, pearl-clutching media types 
were bound to notice) en route to 
gathering a cult following that’s 
only grown and gotten more rabid. 
Experience it like it’s your first 
time at this showing of the official 
rerelease version, which we have on 
good authority looks “bloody spec-
tacular.” (Eddy)
Also Sat/18, 11:55pm, $8-10.50

Clay Theatre

2261 Fillmore, SF

www.landmarktheatres.com

terrOr-rama
This double-feature show prom-
ises to be a blood-soaked event, 
combining two creepy new plays: 
Creep, by Nick Pappas, is a story 

of two detectives hunting down a 
sociopathic killer who plays “judge, 
jury, and executioner” to innocent 
women before bringing them to 
their untimely deaths. Creepy, 
indeed. And Camp Evil, by Anthony 
R. Miller, is about a family aiming 
to reopen the eerily deserted Camp 
Madjahando...as the gruesome 
tragedy of the past comes back 
to haunt them, mirroring classic 
horrors like Friday the 13th and 
Sleepaway Camp. (Haley Brucato)
Through Sat/18, $20

EXIT Studio

156 Eddy, SF

(415) 673-5944

www.theexit.org

reelabiliTies
see Wednesday/15

The selecTor Tabloid Trials  
and TribulaTions

CONTINUES ON PAGE 90 >>



saturday/18
Celebrity 

twitterature
What’s better than popping some 
popcorn, sitting back, and watch-
ing celebrity dirt and drama unfold 
in real time thanks to the wonders 
of social media? Why, having San 
Francisco’s fiercest drag queens nar-
rate it for you, of course! Celebrity 
Twitterature is the Bay Guardian’s 
annual contribution to the jam-
packed nine-day lit lovers’ affair 
that is Litquake. Grab a drink and 
put your feet up as the year’s most 
scandalous tabloid trials, triumphs, 
and tribulations come to life — via 
Twitter — through hilarious reen-
actments by D’Arcy Drollinger, 
Heklina, Martha T. Lipton, 
and Ben McCoy. Don’t for-
get your phone, either; 
photos of this event 
are, of course, social 
media gold. And 
would it be meta 
to live-tweet all 
night? (Silvers)
7:15pm, free

Beauty Bar

2299 Mission, SF

bit.ly/
celebtwitterature

SCream-
ing FemaleS
Known as one 
of the most reli-
ably aggressive 
lady-fronted 
punk bands still 
in existence, 
New Jersey’s 
Screaming Females 
surprised more 
than a hand-
ful of people 
when they 
debuted a light-
er, janglier (yet 
still super-heavy 
guitar hook-driv-
en) sound with 
their recent single, 
“Wishing Well.” The 7-inch will be 
available at the Hemlock at this stop 
on their current national tour (one 
of 33 shows in 37 days), but don’t 
expect this to be a permanent depar-
ture. ”I vaguely recall my wonderful 
aunt mentioning that we finally had 
written a song she liked,” singer-gui-
tarist Marissa Paternoster recently 
told Rolling Stone. “So if you’re in 

the market for a family-friendly 
Screaming Females song, this is your 
chance.” (Silvers)
9pm, $10

Hemlock Tavern

1131 Polk, SF

(415) 923-0923

www.hemlocktavern.com

monday/20

lit Slam
Everyone’s favorite fast-paced lit 
event returns this month, fea-
turing four-time national poetry 
slam champ Dominique Christina. 

Her writing celebrates 
the civil rights 
movement and 

her family 
heritage within a global perspective. She’s 

one of the best — not to mention 
the only person to hold two nation-
al titles in the field at the same 
time. And to liven things up, this 
slam is not your average poetry 
competition. Five members of the 
audience will be randomly select-
ed to judge, and the poems they 
choose will be published in the 
annual anthology Tandem. Come 
out and enjoy a night with voices 
from all corners of the writing 
world, in a moving “intersection 

of page and stage.” (Brucato)
7pm, $10

The Shelton Theatre

533 Sutter, SF

www.thelitslam.com

tuesday/21
Stinky CheeSe Club

To cheese or not to cheese? That is 
never the question. Bender’s is hosting 
its monthly meeting of the Stinky 
Cheese Club once again. Pack up your 
smelliest mold and some crackers to 
smother it over for a not-so-classy 
wine and cheese event. Because, well, 
forget the wine. You’ll get a free can 
of PBR or well drink instead if you 
contribute some scrumptious delights. 

And, yes, you might be left wondering 
who cut the cheese after walking into 
this pungent crowd. (Brucato)
5:30pm-8pm, free

Bender’s Bar & Grill

806 South Van Ness, SF

(415) 824-1800

www.bendersbar.com

naS: Time is illmaTic
There’s no question that 1994 was a 
big year for music, and Nas’s land-
mark debut, Illmatic, tops many a 
critic’s list for reasons why: Emerging 
from the streets of Long Island City, 
Nas was an articulate, poetic, realist 
voice for the second golden age of 
East Coast hip-hop. The new Tribeca 
Film Institute-supported documenta-
ry Time Is Illmatic follows the rapper 
through the odds he overcame to cre-
ate the record up through the impact 
it still has today. This special tour 
pairs Nas performing the album live 
in its entirety with a screening of the 
film; for would-be hip-hop histori-
ans, this is not to be missed. (Silvers)
8pm, $39.50-$69.50

Fox Theater

1807 Telegraph, Oakl

(510) 302-2250

www.thefoxoakland.com 2

The Guardian listings deadline is two weeks prior 
to our Wednesday publication date. To submit an 
item for consideration, please include the title of 
the event, a brief description of the event, date and 
time, venue name, street address (listing cross 
streets only isn’t sufficient), city, telephone number 
readers can call for more information, telephone 
number for media, and admission costs. Send 
information to Listings, the Guardian, 835 Market 
Street, Suite 550, SF, CA 94103; or e‑mail (paste 
press release into e‑mail body — no attachments, 
please) to listings@sfbg.com. Digital photos may be 
submitted in jpeg format; the image must be at least 
240 dpi and four inches by six inches in size. We 
regret we cannot accept listings over the phone.

the selector still from ‘wampler’s ascent,’ clap your hands say yeah, still from ‘it’s up to you,’ mikeq, sindie chopper in terror-rama photo by natalie ashodian, original promo poster from 

‘texas chainsaw massacre,’ heklina photo by barry muniz, screaming females photos by christopher patrick ernst, dominique christina, nas

nas
see tuesday/21

celebrity twitterature
see saturday/18
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BENDERS BAR & GRILL
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH  415.824.1800
 MON-THU 4PM-2AM  FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM

 WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 

10/15

10/17

10/20

10/18

KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM

10/19

10/21

“WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 

ALL NIGHT LONG

DJ’S BIG DWAYNE
& AJ

SPIN SOUL/ROCKSTEADY
10PM FREE

ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS 

“SCOTT’S B-DAY PARTY”
BLACK COBRA

WILD EYES
CULTURE ABUSE 

“SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA,

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES,
 $5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURVBON,

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS

“MOJITO MONDAYS”
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 

ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL

“TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS” 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA
WITH  A CAN OF TECATE

E V E R Y T U E S D A Y 2 F O R 1 W I T H T H I S A D
EVERY SUNDAY!  S F COMEDY S HOWCASE
“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!”–DAVE CHAPPELLE

PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM  • FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF • TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF
444 BATTERY STREET • 18 & OVER • 2 DRINK MINIMUM • ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE • 415-397-7573

SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY!

Newspaper: GUARDIAN
publish Date: 10/15/2014

art Due: 10/10
CoNteNt: punch/cobb’s

size: 1/10 pAGe (1.89 X 5.42 ”)
art proDuCtioN: sacha pfeifer (720) 239-3411

ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum • 18 & older with valid ID
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO • SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320

Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St.
WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM

Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject
to change without notice. All tickets are subject to

applicable service charges. Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office.  

follow
us on

twitter
and

facebook!

FRIDAY 10/17 - SUNDAY 10/19
Star 101.3 presents

ILIZA SHLESINGER
From Last Comic Standing and Excused!

WEDNESDAY 10/22
LIvE IN BRookLYN IN_(INSERT CITY NAME HERE)_

WYATT CENAC
From The Daily Show!

wednesday 10/22 - saturday 10/25
From UHF and Home movies!
EMO PHILIPS
ronn vigH, david stUdebaker

tuesday 10/21
KO COMEDY: kabir singH and sammY obeid

wednesday 10/15 - friday 10/17
From Last ComiC standing!
CHRIS PORTER
matt CHamPagne, Jesse eLias

saturday 10/18
From doUg Loves movies and tHe saraH siLverman Program!

NGAIO BEALUM
matt CHamPagne, Jesse eLias

tuesday 10/28
DEATHSQUAD COMEDY

mike Faverman, tiFFanY HaddisH, brian redban

THURSDAY 10/16
CoBB’S CoMEDY SHoWCASE

FRIDAY 10/24 - SUNDAY 10/26
GARY oWEN

From Think Like A Man and Comic View!
TUESDAY 10/28 - WEDNESDAY 10/29
MARIA BAMFoRD
From Arrested Development and Louie!

WED. 10/15 - $20 FESTIVAL PASS (21+) - DOORS 6:30, SHOW 7:30
CULTURE COLLIDE FEAT. CLAP YOUR HANDS SAY YEAH

THU. 10/16 - $20 ADV / $23 DOOR - DOORS 8:30
SUNSETSF PRESENTS

QUANTIC (LIVE) WITH SPECIAL GUESTS
LA GENTE

FFRI. 10/17 - $22 ADV / $25 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
MIKE DOUGHTY’S WORLD-RENOWNED, AWARD-WINNING 

QUESTION JAR SHOW FEAT. ANDREW “SCRAP” LIVINGSTON
SUN. 10/19 - FREE IN CHAPEL BAR - MUSIC STARTS AT 8

BUFFALO PARTY PRESENTS
HUNGRY SKINNY

TUE. 10/21 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 - SOLD OUT, THANK YOU!
JJESSIE WARE

WED. 10/22 - $18 ADV / $20 DOOR - DOORS 7, SHOW 8
GRIFFIN HOUSE

THU. 10/23 - $15 ADV / $17 DOOR - DOORS 7, SHOW 8
LEWIS WATSON
TIM COHEN (SOLO)

FRI. 10/24 - $15 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9
BBOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS

KATDELIC DANCE PARTY WITH DJ KEVVY KEV
SAT. 10/25 - $15 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9

TRUTH & SALVAGE CO.
SEAN ROWE

MON. 10/27 - $55 ADV / $60 DOOR - DOORS 7, SHOW 8
TINARIWEN

TTHE HARPOONIST & THE AXE MURDERER

 

WEDNESDAY 15
ROCK
Brick & Mortar Music Hall : Young Rebel Set, 
8pm, $8-$10.
The Chapel: Culture Collide S.F., w/ Clap Your 
Hands Say Yeah, Nervous Nellie, Nothing But 
Thieves, Gossling, Level & Tyson, 7:30pm, 
$23.75 for festival pass.
El Rio: The Nerv, Bite, The Connies, 9pm, $5.
Elbo Room: Culture Collide S.F., w/ Beat 
Connection, Sleep Thieves, Monokino, The Delta 
Riggs, Wag, Popstrangers, 7pm, $23.75 for 
festival pass.
Hemlock Tavern: Meat Market, Ausmuteants, 
Bicycle Day, 8:30pm, $7.
The Independent: Rubblebucket, Royal Canoe, 
9pm, $15.
The Knockout: Noise Clinic, Catacomb Creeps, 
Your Sister Broke My Heart, DJ Classic Bar 
Music, 9pm, $7.
Mission Workshop: Culture Collide S.F., w/ No 
Sinner, Cafeïne, The Oaths, 6pm, $23.75 for 
festival pass.
Neck of the Woods: Sunrunners, Young 
Creatures, Builders, 8pm, $8-$10.

DANCE
Beaux: “BroMance: A Night Out for the Fellas,” 
9pm, free.
The Cafe: “Sticky Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark 
Andrus, 8pm, free.
Cat Club: “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30pm, $7-$10.
City Nights: “Electro Pop Rocks,” 18+ dance 
party, 9pm, $10-$20.
DNA Lounge: “Go Deep!,” 18+ dance party, 
9pm, $10-$15.
F8: “Housepitality,” w/ Jenö Void, Sean Murray, 
Blue J, Bai-ee, Tyrel Williams, 9pm, $5-$10.
Lookout: “What?,” 7pm, free.
Madrone Art Bar: “Rock the Spot,” 9pm, free.
Make-Out Room: “Burn Down the Disco,” w/ DJs 
2shy-shy & Melt w/U, Third Wednesday of every 
month, 9pm, free.
MatrixFillmore: “Reload,” w/ DJ Big Bad Bruce, 
10pm, free.
Q Bar: “Booty Call,” w/ Juanita More, Joshua J, 
guests, 9pm, $3.
S.F. Eagle: “Jock Strapped,” w/ Michael Brandon 
& DJ Frank Wild, 9pm, $5.
Underground SF: “Friends with Benefits,” w/ DJ 
Marky Ray, 10pm, free.

JAZZ
Amnesia: Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, 
The Amnesiacs, 7pm, free; free.
Balancoire: “Cat’s Corner,” 9pm, $10.
Bartlett Hall : Terry Disley Late Show Trio, 10pm, 
free.
Burritt Room: Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6pm, free.
Cafe Claude: Lisa Stano Trio, 7:30pm, free.
Cigar Bar & Grill : 850 Montgomery, San 
Francisco. Hardly Strictly Jazz, 8pm
Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San 
Francisco. Linda Kosut: “Easy Come, Easy Go: 
The Music of Johnny Green,” 7pm, $15.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. 
Emily Wade Adams, 7pm, free.
Level III: Sony Holland, Wednesdays-Fridays, 
5-8pm, free.
SFSU Campus, Knuth Hall : Greg Osby, 1pm, free.
Top of the Mark: Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 
6:30-11:30pm, $5.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: New West Guitar Group 
with Sara Gazarek, 8pm, $22-$24.

SOUL
Boom Boom Room: “Soul Train Revival,” w/ Ziek 
McCarter & The Funky Goods, 9:30pm, $5.
Monarch: “Color Me Badd,” coloring books and 
R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ Alarm, Broke-Ass 
Stuart, 5:30-9:30pm, free.

THURSDAY 16
ROCK
Brick & Mortar Music Hall : Walter TV, 
Tonstartssbandht, Blood Sister, 9pm, $8-$10.
Hemlock Tavern: Twin Steps, Homebody, Cross, 
Never Young, 8:30pm, $7.
Hotel Utah: Kingkongzilla, Seeing Red, Time 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 92 >>

LISTINGS MUSIC
Spills, Solis Luminati, 9pm, $10.
Independent: Russian Red, Babes, 8pm, $15-
$18.
The Knockout: Violent Change, Andy Human & 
The Reptoids, Part Human, xNoBBQx, 9pm, $7.
Milk Bar: S, Sea Knight, Wizard Apprentice, 
8:30pm, $8-$10.
SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center: 
GRMLN, Hot Flash Heat Wave, Jet Trash, Big 
Range & The Rangers, 6pm, free.
Slim’s: O, Cash for Gold, Taxes, Bed, 8pm, $13.

DANCE
1015 Folsom: “A Light in the Attic,” w/ Russ 
Liquid, Little People, Lost Midas, 9pm, $5-$10.
Abbey Tavern: DJ Schrobi-Girl, 10pm, free.
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “Tubesteak Connection,” 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9pm, $5-$7; $3.
Balancoire: “Electric SwingSet,” 7:30pm, $10 
(+ $5 for dance lessons).
Beaux: “My So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance party 
with VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9pm, free.
Cafe: “¡Pan Dulce!,” 9pm, $5; free.
Cat Club: “Class of ‘84,” w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9pm, 
$8 ($6 before 9:30pm).
The Cellar: “XO,” 10pm, $5.
Club X: “The Crib,” 18+ LGBT dance party, 
9:30pm, $10, 18+.
Elbo Room: “Hi Life,” w/ resident DJs 
Pleasuremaker & Izzy*Wize, 9:30pm, $6.
F8: “Beat Church,” w/ Coop Da Loop, Erica Dee, 
more, 9pm, $5-$10.
Harlot: “Set,” w/ Henry Saiz, Travis Groneman, 
Mathew J, Jeff Hinchman, 9pm, $10 advance.
Infusion Lounge: “I Love Thursdays,” 10pm, $10.
Madrone Art Bar: “Night Fever,” 9pm, $5 after 
10pm
Mezzanine: ABC, DJ Shindog, 8pm, $25.
Public Works: “As You Like It,” w/ James Murphy 
(DJ set), Conor, Bells & Whistles, Tyrel Williams, 
Mike Bee, 9pm, $18-$25 advance.
Q Bar: “electroQute,” 9pm
Raven: “1999,” w/ VJ Mark Andrus, 9pm, free.
Rickshaw Stop: “Popscene,” w/ Kate Boy, Kite 

for more music visit
SFBG.COM/NOISE
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String Tangle, 9:30pm, $15-$17.
Ruby Skye: “Torq,” w/ Far East Movement, 9pm, 
$15-$25 advance.
Underground SF: “Bubble,” 10pm, free.
Vessel: Junior Sanchez, 10pm, $8 advance.

ACOUSTIC
Amnesia: Brother Grand, The New Thoreaus, The 
Vivants, Miss Erma, 9pm, $7-$10.
Contemporary Jewish Museum: Sonny Smith, 
7pm, $5.
Plough & Stars: Tipsy House, Third Thursday of 
every month, 9pm, free.
The Pour House: Jimbo Scott & Grover Anderson, 
7pm, free.
Viracocha: Eight Belles, Heather Jovanelli Band, 
Bob Thayer, 8pm, $10.

JAZZ
Cafe Claude: Marcus Shelby Trio, 7:30pm, free.
Cigar Bar & Grill : The Klipptones, 8pm
Feinstein’s at the Nikko: Tony DeSare, Oct. 
16-17, 8pm, $40-$55.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 
7:30pm
Level III: Sony Holland, 5-8pm, free.
The Lucky Horseshoe: Ralph Carney’s Serious 
Jass Project, 9pm
Pier 23 Cafe: Hard Bop Collective, 7pm, free.
The Royal Cuckoo: Charlie Siebert & Chris 
Siebert, 7:30pm, free.
The Royale: West Side Jazz Club, 9pm, free.
Savanna Jazz Club: Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7pm, $5.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Greg Osby 4, 8pm, $24.

SOUL
Make-Out Room: “In ‘n’ Out,” w/ The Selecter DJ 
Kirk, 10pm, free.
SFJAZZ Center: Fredericks Brown, in the Joe 
Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30pm, $25.

FRIDAY 17
ROCK
Brick & Mortar Music Hall : Pup, Hard Girls, Mini 
Death, 9pm, $10-$12.
DNA Lounge: Wars, Tracing Figures, Astral, CIVC, 
on the Above DNA stage, 8:30pm, $8-$10.
Doc’s Lab: Go by Ocean, Scary Little Friends, 
8pm, $10-$12.
Elbo Room: Revenge, The Haunting Presence, 
Antebellum, Invocation War, Acuali, 8pm, $20.
Independent: J. Roddy Walston & The Business, 

Fly Golden Eagle, 9pm, $15.
Rickshaw Stop: Pins, POW!, Quaaludes, 9pm, $12.
Slim’s: Andrew McMahon in the Wilderness, 
Hunter Hunted, Junior Prom, 8pm, $34.50.
Thee Parkside: The Tossers, Continental, 
Druglords of the Avenues, Atomic Machines, 
9pm, $15.

DANCE
1015 Folsom: Snakehips, Stwo, Lil Silva, 
Wormhole Crew, 10pm, $20 advance.
111 Minna Gallery: “#KnowYourWorld,” Global 
Glimpse fundraiser for inner city youth travel 
scholarships featuring music by Planet Booty, 
Midtown Social, and DJ Jake Smith, 9pm, $25.
Amnesia: “KandyBar,” 10pm, $5.
Audio Discotech: Curses, Pacific Disco, Papa Lu, 
9:30pm, $10-$20.
BeatBox: “U-Haul: Peter Pan & The Lost Bois – 
A Special Halloween Edition,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot 

& China G, 9pm, $10 (free before 10:30pm).
Beaux: “Manimal,” 9pm, free before 10pm
The Cafe: “Boy Bar,” 9pm, $5.
Cat Club: “Dancing Ghosts: Old School – Goth 
vs. Industrial,” w/ DJs Tomas Diablo, Sage, 
Xander, and Owen, 9:30pm, $8.
The Cellar: “F.T.S.: For the Story,” 10pm
DNA Lounge: “So Stoked: Halloween,” w/ Kristina 
Sky, Tronic, SwitchBlade, Frost Raven, Jays 
One, Non Sequitur, Nightfall, The Guardians of 
Asgaard, 7pm, $15-$25.
F8: “Resonate: 5-Year Anniversary,” w/ Mono/
Poly, Knxwledge, Squeaky Lobster, Mophono, 
Gypsy Mamba, Ruff Draft, Bdot, Citizen Ten, Joe 
Mousepad, Mr. Muddbird, Tone, 9pm, $5-$10.
The Grand Nightclub: “We Rock Fridays,” 9:30pm
Madrone Art Bar: “That ‘80s Show,” w/ DJ Dave 
Paul, 9pm, $5.
MatrixFillmore: “F-Style Fridays,” w/ DJ Jared-F, 
9pm
Mighty: Mark Farina, DJ Heather, Rooz, 10pm, 
$10-$20 advance.
Monarch: “Solid Gold Jacuzzi,” w/ Climbers, Jon 
Dadon, Corey Sleazemore, more, 10pm, $10.
Q Bar: “Pump: Worq It Out Fridays,” w/ resident 
DJ Christopher B, 9pm, $3.
Raven: “Club Raven,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 9pm, 
$10.
Ruby Skye: Tchami, Trevor Simpson, Nick G, 
Kosplay, Adapt, 9pm, $15-$25 advance.
S.F. Eagle: “The Cubhouse: Tricks & Treats,” 
w/ DJs Hail Thief & BigMike, 9pm, free before 
10pm
Slide: “Phoria,” w/ Paul Webster & James 
Dymond, 9pm, $10 advance.
Underground SF: “Studio 3 AM,” Third Friday of 
every month, 10pm, free.
Vessel: Mikey Tan, DJ Midnight, Rose, Kepik, 
10pm, $10 advance.

HIP-HOP
Bottom of the Hill : Jon Bellion, DJ Rhêtorík, Kyle 
M. Terrizzi, 9pm, $12.
John Colins: “Juicy,” w/ DJ Ry Toast, 10pm, $5.
Public Works: Cakes da Killa, MikeQ, Rye Rye, 
9pm, $10-$13 advance.
Showdown: “Fresh to Def Fridays: A Tribute to Yo! 
MTV Raps,” w/ DJs Boom Bostic, Inkfat, and Hay 
Hay, 10pm
Slate Bar: “Megablast,” w/ DJs Brycon & True 
Justice, 9pm, free.

ACOUSTIC
Chapel: Mike Doughty’s World-Renowned, 
Award-Winning Question Jar Show, 9pm, $22-
$25.
Chieftain: Ivor Collins, 8pm
Dolores Park Cafe: Andrew Griffin, Lizzie Karr, 
Scarth Locke, 7:30pm
Hotel Utah: Two Man Gentlemen Band, Alyssa 
Robbins, 9pm, $10.
Milk Bar: The Jugtown Pirates, Chris Jeffries 
Homeless Romantic, Mark Nelson & Friends, 
8pm, $8.
Neck of the Woods: “Loud As Folk,” w/ Kepi 
Ghoulie (of the Groovie Ghoulies), Bryan Jones 
(of Buster Blue), Spike McGuire (of Six Mile 
Station), John Underwood (of Deadly Gallows), 
Young Beautiful in a Hurry, 9:30pm, $5.
Plough & Stars: “Bluegrass Bonanza,” 9pm, 
$6-$10.
Sports Basement: “Breakfast with Enzo,” w/ Enzo 
Garcia, 10am, $5.

JAZZ
Atlas Cafe: Josh Taylor & Friends, 7:30pm, free.
Bartlett Hall : Terry Disley Late Show Trio, 
10:30pm, free.
Bird & Beckett: The Scott Foster Group, 5:30pm
Biscuits & Blues: Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot 
Skillet Lickers, 7:30 & 10pm, $22.
Cafe Claude: Jerry Oakley Trio, 7:30pm, free.
Feinstein’s at the Nikko: Tony DeSare, Oct. 
16-17, 8pm, $40-$55.
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30pm, free.
Kate’s Kitchen: Suns of the Beach, Fridays, 
7-10pm, free.
Level III: Sony Holland, 5-8pm, free.
Pier 23 Cafe: Dick Conte Trio, 8pm, free.
The Royal Cuckoo: Charlie Siebert & David Udolf, 
7:30pm, free.
The Royale: Cyril Guiraud, 9pm, free.
Savanna Jazz Club: Roarin’ Hounds, 7:30pm, $8.
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco. Sam Cady, 9pm
Top of the Mark: Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 
9pm, $10.
Zingari: Joyce Grant, 8pm, free.

LISTINGS MUSIC
CONT>>

for more music visit
SFBG.COM/NOISE

FRIDAY, 10/17 • 9PM • $15
THE TOSSERS

CONTINENTAL 
DRUGLORDS OF THE AVENUES

ATOMIC MACHINES
SUNDAY, 10/19 • 4PM • FREE
ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS

RUN BOY RUN
SOUR MASH HUG BAND

TUESDAY, 10/21 • 7:30PM • $10/$12
AUSTIN LUCAS
JON SNODGRASS

NORTHCOTE
JAYKE ORVIS

FULL BAR 7 DAYS • Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON

KITCHEN OPEN DAILY • SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM)

theeparkside.com
1600 17th Street • 415-252-1330

UPCOMING EVENTS  
10/25 -   ROCK THE SHIP - COCK SPARRER, BOUNCING SOULS,    

    STREET DOGS, BISHOPS GREEN, SUEDE RAZORS, 
                   BUM CITY SAINTS, SMALLTOWN, 
     LENNY LASHLEY’S GANG OF ONE
10/29 -   CRUISE-IN - BANQUET, DEATH RAY CHARLES, 
                   DJ EYEMAN
10/30 -  GREAT APES, VOID BOYS, PHILISTINES, MOMS
10/31 -   HALLORAGER III - GLITTER WIZARD, COOL GHOULS,   
                   HAZZARD’S CRÜE, CHEAP SHTICK 
11/09 -   BLACK OAK ARKANSAS, WILD EYES, WHITE BARONS
11/13 -    WATER LIARS, TRAVIS HAYES & THE YOUNG DAZE, 
                   M. LOCKWOOD PORTER
11/14 -    SELF DEFENSE FAMILY, CREATIVE ADULT, 
                   WILD MOTH, SLOW BLOOM
11/16 -    BUSDRIVER, SISTER CRAYON
11/20 -    TTNG, EMMA RUTH RUNDLE, MYLETS

375 ELEVENTH ST.
415-626-1409

ADVANCE TIX @
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM

375 ELEVENTH ST.
415-626-1409

ADVANCE TIX @
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM

ALL SHOWS ALL AGES
FRIDAY OCTOBER 17
W.A.R.S (MEMBERS OF 
“GREAT NORTHERN”) 
W/TRACING FIGURES, ASTRA

MONDAY OCTOBER 20
BEFORE THE 
MOURNING
W/ MALAKI, REQUIEM, 
LIMNUS, KILLSET, 
MANIFESTIV

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 22
CARNIVAL OF 
DEATH TOUR
FEATURING SUFFOCATION 
& KATAKLYSM

TUESDAY OCTOBER 21
CHUCK 
PALAHNIUK: 
BEAUTIFUL YOU
FRIDAY OCTOBER 24
LIGABUE 
(AN EVENING WITH...)
 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 24
AS BLOOD RUNS BLACK 
W/ RINGS OF SATURN, 
UPON THIS DAWNING

SUNDAY OCTOBER 26
CYANOTIC & THE 
RABID WHOLE
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS

THURSDAY OCTOBER 30
BAD RABBITS
W/ SOLWAVE, JEZ DIOR, 
RIO RIO

FRIDAY OCTOBER 31
ALL HALLOW’S EVE
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 6
INTRONAUT
W/ ANCIIENTS, CONNESIEUR

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 7
GAZELLE TWIN
W/ POWWOWW, WITOWMAKER

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 7
POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS!)

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9
SKANDALISM
W/ NEVEREADY, THE 
SKUNKADELICS, JOKES 
FOR FEELINGS

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 13
NEKROGOBLIKON
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 14
SINGLE MOTHERS
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS
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FOR INFO AND TICKETS
yoshis.com/sanfrancisco         415-655-5600

THU OCT 16 - 10:30

DJ QBERT

THU, OCT 30

JAI UTTAL

TUE, OCT 23

TOMMY IGOE GROOVE CONSPIRACY
feat. Drew Zingg

FRI - SAT, OCT 17-18

DWELE

WED, OCT 15
NEW WEST GUITAR GROUP

with Sara Gazarek

THU, OCT 16 - 8:00

GREG OSBY 4

SUN, OCT 19

RANA FARHAN

TUE - WED, OCT 21-22

GIRALDO PILOTO & KLIMAX

FRI, OCT 31

An Evening with AMEL LARRIEUX

1330 Fillmore St. SF CONTACT ROBERT@YOSHIS.COM TO HOST A PRIVATE EVENT

5 1 0  E M B A R C A D E R O  W E S T ,  O A K L A N D  5 1 0 - 2 3 8 - 9 2 0 0

For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM /  510-238-9200
All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended.

Publication: SF Weekly
Size: 3/10h  - 6.01” x 5.42”
Run Date: 101514

Design: Marc Zuazua    
512-665-7526

Fri, Oct 17

COMING SOON. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............................................

Sat-Sun, Nov 8-9

FOGHAT

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mon-Tue, Nov 3-4

AMERICA
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Sun, Oct 19 - The scintillating saxtress of smooth jazz

JEANETTE HARRIS

Sun, Oct 19 - Late Night Series

MICHAEL WARD
Mon, Oct 20

GEORGE BROOKS
w/ Alam Khan and Salar Nader 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tue-Wed, Oct 21-22
Music legend & Rock ‘N’ Roll Hall-of-Famer

LEON RUSSELL
Thu, Oct 23

An Evening with TERRY BOZZIO

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

JOE LOVANO AND
DAVE DOUGLAS QUINTET:
SOUND PRINTS feat. Lawrence Fields, 
Linda Oh & Joey Baron

Thu, Oct 16
90s jangle pop

GIN BLOSSOMS
Sat, Oct 18
Smooth jazz saxophonist

RICHARD ELLIOT

Wed, Oct 15 - East Bay Album Release Party

ENSEMBLE MIK NAWOOJ
Wed, Oct 15 - Late Night Series , A tribute to Tom Waits & Screamin’ Jay Hawkins

WHISTLIN’ PAST THE GRAVEYARD

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Fri-Sun, Oct 24-26 - 6x GRAMMY©-winning contemporary jazz innovator

DAVID SANBORN

Thu-Sun, Oct 30-Nov 2

HIROMI: THE TRIO PROJECT
feat. Anthony Jackson & Steve Smith

Tue, Oct 28

THE DAVE LIEBMAN EXPANSIONS QUARTET

SOUL
Bubble Lounge: Big Blu Soul Quartet, 6pm, free.
Knockout: “Oldies Night,” W/ DJs Primo, Daniel, 
Lost Cat, and friends, 10pm, $5.
SFJAZZ Center: Fredericks Brown, in the Joe 
Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30pm, $25.
Yoshi’s San Francisco: Dwele, 8 & 10pm, $26-
$30.

SATURDAY 18
ROCK
Bender’s: Black Cobra, Wild Eyes, Culture Abuse, 
10pm
Hemlock Tavern: Screaming Females, Pujol, Acid 
Fast, 9pm, $8.
Hotel Utah: Rose Windows, Xu Xu Fang, 9pm, 
$10.
The Independent: Andrew McMahon in the 
Wilderness, Hunter Hunted, Junior Prom, 9pm, 
$35.
The Knockout: VKTMS, The Grannies, Evil Ted & 
The Thick Pink Antiseptic, The Divvys, 4pm, $6.
Neck of the Woods: Deathtrap America, When We 
Met, Truants, 9:30pm, $8.
Slim’s: Ancient Mariner, Dedvolt, No More 
Solace, We Are Relentless, 9pm, $14.

DANCE
Amnesia: “Rhythm Control,” w/ DJs J-Maz, 
Johnny Nunes, Jmontag, and guests, Third 
Saturday of every month, 10pm, $5.
Audio Discotech: Chris Lake, Bones, 9:30pm, 
$10 advance.
BeatBox: “Evolution,” w/ DJs Dave Aude & Russ 
Rich, 10pm, $20-$25.
Cat Club: “New Wave City: 22-Year Anniversary,” 
w/ DJs Skip, Shindog, Low-Life, Donimo, and 
Andy T, 9pm, $12.
DNA Lounge: “Bootie S.F.,” w/ A+D, DJ MC2, Guy 
Ruben, Meikee Magnetic, Mixtress ShiZaam, 
Myster C, Mr. Washington, more, 9pm, $10-
$20.
EndUp: “The Show,” w/ Ben Seagren, Dean 
Samaras, and guests (starts 2am Sunday morn-
ing).
Lookout: “Bounce!,” 9pm, $3.
Madrone Art Bar: “Fringe,” w/ DJs Blondie K & 
subOctave, 9pm, $5 (free before 10pm).
Mezzanine: Goldfish, Bit Funk, Baron von 
Luxxury, Matt Haze, 10pm, $18-$20.
Milk Bar: “The Queen Is Dead: A Tribute to the 
Music of Morrissey & The Smiths,” w/ DJ Mario 
Muse & guests, 9pm
Monarch: “Black Magic Disko,” w/ Christian 
Löffler, Anton Tumas, Bob Campbell, 9pm, 
$10-$20.
Powerhouse: “Beatpig,” 9pm
Public Works: “House of Bass,” in the OddJob 
Loft, 9pm, free with RSVP.
Raven: “Club Raven,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 9pm, 
$10.
Rickshaw Stop: “Gameboi S.F.,” w/ VJ LaRock, 
9:30pm, $8-$15.
Ruby Skye: Jaytech, 9pm, $15-$30 advance.
S.F. Eagle: “Dragula S.F.: Demented Disney,” 
w/ The Boulet Brothers, Heklina, Sister Roma, 
more, 9pm, $5-$10.
Supperclub San Francisco: “Perception: Black 
Magic,” w/ Deep Jesus, Jimmy Bell, Alastair, 
Miguel Alvarado, 10pm
Vessel: Third Party, 10pm, $10 advance.

HIP-HOP
111 Minna Gallery: “Shine,” 10pm
Abbey Tavern: “The Get Down,” w/ resident DJs 
Bluz & Relic, 9:30pm, free.
Beaux: “Swagger Like Us,” w/ DJs davO & 
Boyfriend, 9pm
John Colins: “The Bump,” w/ The Whooligan, 
10pm, free.
The Knockout: “The Booty Bassment,” w/ DJs 
Dimitri Dickinson & Ryan Poulsen, 10pm, $5.
Showdown: “Purple,” w/ DJs ChaunceyCC & Party 
Pablo,10pm
Slate Bar: “So Fresh,” w/ DJs Twin Spin & Dave 
Tactics, 9:30pm

ACOUSTIC
50 Mason Social House: The Singer & The 
Songwriter, Frinj, 7pm, $10.
Atlas Cafe: Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith 
Axelrod, 4-6pm, free.
Plough & Stars: Zack Joseph with Ira Wolf, 9pm
Riptide: The Rock Soup Ramblers, 9:30pm, free.

JAZZ
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30pm, free.
Royal Cuckoo: Steve Lucky & Carmen Getit, 
7:30pm, free.
Savanna Jazz Club: Pascal Bokar Group, 7:30pm, $8.
SFJAZZ Center: Denise Perrier, in the Joe 
Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30pm, $25.
Sheba Piano Lounge: The Robert Stewart 
Experience, 9pm

INTERNATIONAL
1015 Folsom: “Pura,” 9pm, $20.
Bissap Baobab: “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10pm, $5.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall : Ceci Bastida, Fermin 
Muguruza, Tania de Sousa, 9pm, $12-$15.
Cafe Claude: Trio Garufa, 7:30pm, free.
Cigar Bar & Grill : VibraSÓN, 10pm

Make-Out Room: “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger 
Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10pm, $5 before 11pm
Nourse Theatre: Snatam Kaur & GuruGanesha, 
8pm, $15-$108.
Pachamama Restaurant: Eddy Navia & 
Pachamama Band, 8pm, free.
Public Works: “Non Stop Bhangra,” with DJs 
Jimmy Love, Sandeep Kumar, 9pm, $15-$20.
Ramp: Charanson, 5:15pm
Revolution Cafe: Go Van Gogh, Third Saturday of 
every month, 9pm, free/donation.
Rite Spot Cafe: Redwood Tango Ensemble, 
8:30pm, free.
Space 550: “Club Fuego,” 9:30pm

SUNDAY 19
ROCK
Amnesia: Scraper, Dancer, Pleasure Gallows, 

9pm, $5.
Hemlock Tavern: Beast Fiend, Manatees, Bad 
Daddies, 8:30pm, $7.
Make-Out Room: Odawas, Yea-Ming & The 
Rumours, Latitude, Lucy & La Mer, 7:30pm, $8.

DANCE
Audio Discotech: “Direct to Earth: 3-Year 
Anniversary,” w/ [a]pendics.shuffle, Bryan 
Zentz, Nikita, more, noon, $10-$20.
BeatBox: “Communion,” w/ DJ Corey Craig, 
5-9pm, $10.
Beaux: “Big Top,” 9pm
Cellar: “Replay Sundays,” 9pm, free.
Edge: “’80s at 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8pm
Elbo Room:  “Dub Mission,” w/ DJ Vadim featur-
ing Katrina Blackstone, DJ Sep, 9pm, $8-$11.
EndUp: “Sundaze,” 1pm, free before 3pm
F8: “Stamina,” w/ Om Unit, Method One, Adept, 
10pm, free.

Independent: Sinkane, Helado Negro, 8pm, $18.
The Knockout: “Sweater Funk,” 10pm, free.
Lookout: “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8pm, $2.
MatrixFillmore: “Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10pm
Q Bar: “Gigante,” 8pm, free.
S.F. Eagle: “Disco Daddy,” w/ DJ Bus Station 
John, 7pm, $5.

HIP-HOP
Boom Boom Room: “Return of the Cypher,” 
9:30pm, free.
Honey Hive: Random aka MegaRan, Fresh Kils, 
Coolzey, The Lobetrotters Collective, Browse & 
Cyberclops, Bottled Water, more, 6pm, $15.

LISTINGS MUSIC

CONTINUES ON PAGE 94 >>
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ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH
ADVANCE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15,
$23.75 FOR FESTIVAL PASS

FILTER MAGAZINE PRESENTS
CULTURE COLLIDE NIGHT 2:
BEAT CONNECTION, SLEEP THIEVES, 

MONOKINI, THE DELTA RIGGS,
WAG, POP STRANGERS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 9:30 PM - $6 
FUNKIFIED-ELECTRO-TROPICAL-GETDOWN

HI LIFE
WITH RESIDENT DJS 

PLEASUREMAKER & IZZY WISE 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, EARLY: 8 PM - $20 
NUCLEAR WAR NOW! & LUCIFER’S HAMMER PRESENTS

REVENGE (NWN RECORDS)  

THE HAUNTED PROCESS
(BLACK TWILIGHT CIRCLE)

ANTEBELLUM, INVOCATION WAR, ACIUALLI  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, EARLY 6-7PM

LITQUAKE LITCRAWL
LATER 10 PM - $10

SPINNING 60S SOUL 45S

SATURDAY NIGHT 
SOUL PARTY 

WITH DJS
LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, 

AND PHENGREN OSWALD
$5 DISCOUNT IN SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 9 PM -  $8 ADV/ $11 

DUB MISSION 
PRESENTS THE BEST IN DUB, ROOTS REGGAE & DANCEHALL

DJ VADIM 
(U.K) LIVE SOUND SYSTEM FEATURING 

KATRINA 
BLACKSTONE

PLUS DJ SEP  
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 9 PM - $7 

BODYSHOCK  PRESENTS

STONEBURNER 
(STEVEN ARCHER OF EGO LIKENESS)

PLUS CAROLINE BLIND 
(SUNSHINE BLIND) AND

DJ CRACKWHORE 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 9 PM - $7 
BWAX PRESENTS

PORRETA FORRÓ NIGHTS! 
DONA FRANCISCA (LIVE)

DJ ELAN (BRAZA!)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 9 PM - $5
A NIGHT OF NEW BEAT. EBM. INDUSTRIAL

BODYSHOCK  
WITH RESIDENT DJS 

BLK RAINBOW & CRACKWHORE
PLUS GUESTS 

U P C O M I N G  S H O W S
THU 10/23 HI LIFE

FRI 10/24 PORCH/ BRUBAKER
SAT 10/25 SATAN (UK)/ SLOUGH FEG

SUN 10/26 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP
MON 10/27  RAVEN/ HELL FIRE

MONDAY 20
ROCK
DNA Lounge: Before the Mourning, Requiem, 
Malaki, Limnus, Manisfestiv, 7:30pm, $8-$10.
Hemlock Tavern: Lil Dowager, Mercy Ties, 
Divider, 8:30pm, $7.
Milk Bar: DoublePlusGood, 10pm, free.

DANCE
Beaux: “Opulence,” 9pm
Delirium Cocktails: “Null & Void,” w/ DJs Bite 
Mark & Erix, 10pm, free.
DNA Lounge: “Death Guild,” with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, 9:30pm, $3-$5.
Elbo Room: Stoneburner, Caroline Blind, DJ 
Crackwhore, 9pm, $7.
Madrone Art Bar: “M.O.M.”  w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 
& Timoteo Gigante, 8pm, free.
Q Bar: “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and Richie 
Panic, 9pm, free.

ACOUSTIC
Amnesia: Windy Hill, 9pm, free.
Fiddler’s Green: Terry Savastano, 9:30pm, free.
Hotel Utah: Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8pm, free.
Make-Out Room: “Sad Bastard Club,” w/ Tom 
Heyman, Kathleen Haskard, Jacob Aranda, 
David Handler, 7:30pm, free.
Saloon: Peter Lindman, 4pm

JAZZ
Cafe Divine: Rob Reich, 7pm
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: Le Jazz Hot, 7pm, free.
Sheba Piano Lounge: City Jazz Instrumental Jam 
Session, 8pm

TUESDAY 21
ROCK
Amnesia: Haunted Summer, 9pm, $7-$10.
Bottom of the Hill : Effortless Good Looks, PSDSP 
(Physical Suicide Deterrent System Project), Ice 
Cream, 9pm, $8.
Brick & Mortar Music Hall : Christian Bland & The 
Revelators, Burnt Ones, The Spyrals, 9pm, $12.
El Rio: Mane, Rakta, Interior 27, 8pm, $8.
Hemlock Tavern: Pookie & The Poodlez, Chastity 
Belt, Cumstain, 8:30pm, $7.
Independent: Perfume Genius, Matteah Baim, 
8pm, $16-$18.
Knockout: Obliterations, Baptists, Torch Runner, 
Fassbender, DJ Hard Times, 9:30pm, $8.
Rickshaw Stop: Big Ups, LVL UP, Joyride!, 8pm, 
$8-$10.

DANCE
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, 
Myles Cooper, & guests, 10pm, $2.
Boom Boom Room: “Time Warp Tuesdays,” w/ DJ 
Madison, 9pm, free.
Monarch: “Soundpieces,” 10pm
Q Bar: “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9pm, $3.
Underground SF: “Shelter,” 10pm, free.

JAZZ
Burritt Room: Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6pm, free.
Cafe Divine: Chris Amberger, 7pm
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Clifford Lamb, Mel 
Butts, and Friends, 7:30pm, free.
Le Colonial: Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet 
Lickers, 7pm
Verdi Club: “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy 
Jones, 9pm, $10-$12.
Wine Kitchen: Hot Club Pacific, 7:30pm

BLUES
Biscuits & Blues: “Bay City Blues,” w/ Chris Cain, 
7 & 9pm, $20.
Elite Cafe: “Delta Blues Dinner Party,” w/ Bill 
Phillippe, 6pm
Saloon: G.G. Amos Duo, 5:30pm; Lisa Kindred, 
9:30pm

SOUL
Amoeba Music: Jessie Ware, 6pm, free.
Make-Out Room: “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & 
friends, 9:30pm, free. 2
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WEDNESDAY 10/15 AT 7PM FREE
POETRY WORLD SERIES

LITQUAKE 
FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 

BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
80’S DANCE PARTY! 

GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, HIP-HOP
DJ 2SHY-SHY, & DJ MELT W/ U 

THURSDAY 10/16 AT 7:30PM FREE

VINTAGE EROTICA/BURLESQUE 
W/NINA HARTLEY AND MORE!

FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE

 IN ‘N’ OUT 
SOUL & MOD CLASSICS FROM THE ‘60S & ‘70S!
 W/ THE SELECTER DJ KIRK & SPECIAL GUESTS 

FRIDAY 10/17 AT 7PM FREE

R&B/ROCK WRITERS 
W/LIVE MUSIC BY VICTOR 

KRUMMENACHER, READINGS FROM JOEL 
SELVIN, DENNIS MCNALLY, GINA ARNOLD, 

KEN & KEITH ZIMMERMAN, MICHAEL 
GOLDBERG, RICHIE UNTERBERGER, EMCEE 

DENISE SULLIVAN & BRUCK COCKBURN

FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5

LOOSE JOINTS! 
W/ DJ CENTIPEDE, DAMON BELL,& THOM THUMP

 AFROBEAT. SOUL, HIP HOP, & MORE! 

SATURDAY 10/18 AT  7PM FREE

LITCRAWL - THE RUMPUS – 
LITQUAKE

FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5/$10 AT 11PM

 EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y AND DJ ROGER MÁS

CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS BAILABLES PA’ LAS NENAS 

SUNDAY 10/19 AT 7:30PM $8

ODAWAS + YEA-MING & THE 
RUMOURS + LATITUDE + 

LUCY & LA MER 
MONDAY 10/20 AT 7:30PM FREE

SAD BASTARDS CLUB 
 SONGWRITER ROUND-ROBIN 

W/ HOST TOM HEYMAN, KATHLEEN HASKARD, 
JACOB ARANDA, AND DAVID HANDLER 

FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE

WHISKEY RIVER 
W/ DJS HANDLEBARS & PRETTY RICKY 

BOOZE-FUELED, HARD-LIVIN’, 
HEART-BREAKIN’, FOOT-STOMPIN’, 

VINTAGE COUNTRY! 

TUESDAY 10/21 AT 7PM $10

WRITE CLUB! 
WE PUNCH YOU WITH OUR WORD FISTS! 
6 WRITERS, FOR 7 MINUTES, EACH IN 3 

BOUTS OF LITERARY FISTICUFFS. 
YOU PICK THE WINNERS! 

FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE

SLOW JAMS
 DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 

DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 

WEDNESDAY 10/22 AT7PM $8

SCRAPER, PRETTIEST EYES 
(LA), AND INTERIOR 27 (SF) 

W/ DJS TO FOLLOW!

3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com



Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues to con-
firm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita Felciano, and 
Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items for the listings at 
listings@sfbg.com.

THEATER
OpEning
Ego and Insufficiency Z Below, 470 Florida, SF; 
www.zspace.org. $20-35. Ego previews Wed/15, 
7:30pm. Opens Sat/18, 8pm. Runs Sun/19, Oct 
26, Nov 2, and 9, 5pm; Oct 22, 29, and Nov 5, 
7:30pm; Oct 25, Nov 1, and 8, 8pm. Through Nov 
9. Insufficiency previews Thu/16, 7:30pm. Opens 
Fri/17, 8pm. Runs Oct 23, 30, and Nov 6, 7:30pm; 
Oct 24, 31, and 7, 8pm. Through Nov 7. Z Space 
presents two plays by 90-year-old scientist and 
playwright Carl Djerassi, best-known for developing 
the birth control pill.
The Tempest Buriel Clay Theatre, 762 Fulton, SF; 
www.african-americanshakes.org. $15-34. Opens 
Sat/18, 8pm. Runs Sat, 8pm; Sun, 3pm. Through 
Nov 9. African-American Shakespeare Company 
stages the seafaring classic in Milan, circa 2020, 
with Michael Gene Sullivan starring as Prospero.
Terror-Rama Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, SF; www.
awesometheatre.org. $20. Opens Fri/17, 8pm. Runs 
Fri-Sat, 8pm. Through Nov 1. Awesome Theatre per-
forms new plays by Nicholas C. Pappas and Anthony 
R. Miller, inspired by grindhouse horror films.
Bay aREa
Harry Thaw Hates Everybody Ashby Stage, 1901 
Ashby, Berk; www.shotgunplayers.org. $5-30. 
Previews Wed/15-Thu/16, 7pm; Fri/17-Sat/18, 
8pm; Sun/19, 5pm. Opens Oct 23, 7pm. Runs Wed-
Thu, 7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 5pm (Nov 23, show 
at 2pm). Through Nov 23. Shotgun Players presents 
Laural Meade’s drama, inspired by the life of early 
20th century model and scandal magnet Evelyn 
Nesbit, aka “The Girl in the Red Velvet Swing.”
Obscura Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, 
Berk; www.auroratheatre.org. $28-32. Opens 
Wed/15, 8pm. Runs Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. 
Through Nov 2. Aurora Theatre Company presents 
Christian Cagigal’s intimate magic show.
Redwolf Flight Deck, 1540 Broadway, Oakl; www.
raggedwing.org. $25-40. Opens Fri/17, 8pm. Runs 
Fri-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 2pm); Sun, 7pm. Through 
Nov 8. Ragged Wing Ensemble performs a world 
premiere play by Amy Sass and Anthony Clarvoe, a 
thriller inspired by Little Red Riding Hood.
The 39 Steps Hillbarn Theatre, 1285 East 
Hillsdale, Foster City; www.hillbarntheatre.org. 
$23-42. Opens Thu/16, 8pm. Runs Thu-Sat, 8pm; 
Sun, 2pm. Through Nov 2. Hillbarn Theatre per-
forms the Tony-winning Broadway comedy.

OngOing
absolutely Fabulous Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
SF; www.eventbrite.com/e/absolutely-fabulous-ab-
fab-tickets-12641718721. $15-35. Thu, 8pm; Fri, 
11pm. Through Dec 12. The hit British sitcom takes 
the stage thanks to the Royal British Comedy Theatre 
— despite its name, an SF company with a cast that 
includes Terrence McLaughlin, ZsaZsa Lufthansa, 
Annie Larson, Dene Larson, and Raya Light.
adventures of a Black Girl: Traveling While 
Black Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St, SF; 
www.brava.org. $15. Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 3pm. 
Through Oct 26. Edris Cooper-Anifowoshe performs 
her funny, poignant exploration of the impact of 
African migration.
The Barbary Coast Revue Sub/Mission Gallery, 2183 
Mission, SF; www.barbarycoastrevue.com. $20. Sat, 
8pm. Through Nov 29. Join Mark Twain on an interac-
tive musical tour of Gold Rush-era San Francisco.
Die! Mommie, Die! New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, 25 Van Ness, SF; www.nctcsf.org. $25-45. 
Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Nov 2. New 
Conservatory Theatre Center performs Charles 
Busch’s campy comedy.
Do I Hear a Waltz? Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
SF; www.42ndstmoon.org. $25-75. Wed/15-
Thu/16, 7pm; Fri/17, 8pm; Sat/18, 6pm; Sun/19, 
3pm. 42nd Street Moon opens its 22nd season with 
this 1960s-set tell of a lonely American tourist (Tony 
nominee Emily Skinner) vacationing in Venice.
The Dumbwaiter Unscripted Theatre Company, 
533 Sutter, SF; http://therabbitholesf.com. 
$25. Thu/16-Sat/18, 8pm. Rabbit Hole Theater 
Company performs Harold Pinter’s sinister farce.
Foodies! The Musical Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, SF; www.foodiesthemusical.com. $32-34. 
Fri-Sat, 8pm. Open-ended. AWAT Productions 
presents Morris Bobrow’s musical comedy revue all 
about food.
Ideation San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, SF; 

www.sfplayhouse.org. $20-120. Tue-Thu, 7pm; 
Fri-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 3pm); Sun, 2pm. Through 
Nov 8. SF Playhouse performs the world premiere of 
Aaron Loeb’s darkly comic suspense thriller.
Noises Off! Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, SF; www.
sheltontheater.org. $38. Thu-Sat, 8pm. Through 
Oct 25. Shelton Theater performs Michael Frayn’s 
outrageous backstage comedy.
Not a Genuine Black Man and The Waiting 
Period Marsh San Francisco, 1062 Valencia, SF; 
www.themarsh.org. $30-100. Not a Genuine 
Black Man runs Thu-Fri, 8pm; The Waiting 
Period runs Sat, 5pm. Through Nov 22. Brian 
Copeland performs two of his autobiographical solo 
pieces in repertory.
Pastorella Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, SF; www.
brownpapertickets.com. $20. Thu-Sat, 8pm. 
Through Oct 25. No Nude Men Productions pres-
ents Stuart Bousel’s “play about un-famous actors,” 
a comedy set backstage at a small theater produc-
tion of Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia.
Pippin Golden Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor, SF; www.
shnsf.com. $45-210. Wed/15-Sat/18, 8pm (also 
Wed/15 and Sat/18, 2pm); Sun/19, 2pm. This 
new production of Roger O. Hirson and Stephen 
Schartz’s 1972 musical won the 2013 Tony for Best 
Revival of a Musical.
Ransom, Texas Tides Theatre, 533 Sutter, SF; 
www.tidestheatre.org. $10-30. Thu/16-Sat/18, 
8pm. Virago Theatre Company performs William 
Bivins’ Texas-set tale of escalating tension between 
a father and son.
Semi-Famous: Hollywood Hell Tales from the 
Middle New venue: Marsh San Francisco, 1062 
Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $20-100. Sat/18, 
8:30pm; Sun/19, 7pm. Don Reed’s latest solo show 
shares tales from his career in entertainment.
Shocktoberfest 15: The Bloody Débutante 
Hypnodrome, 575 10th St, SF; www.brownpaper-
tickets.com. $30-35. Thu-Sat and Oct 28-29, 8pm. 
Through Nov 22. Thrillpeddlers promise “an evening 
of horror, carnage, and song” as part of the company’s 
annual Grand Guignol extravaganza of short plays.
Slaughterhouse Five Gough Street Playhouse, 
1620 Gough, SF; www.custommade.org. $20-50. 
Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 7pm (also Sun, 3pm). Extended 
through Oct 26. Eric Simonson’s adaptation of Kurt 
Vonnegut’s 1969 classic, performed by Custom Made 
Theatre Co., could prove a bit of a nonlinear whirlwind 
for any theatergoers who haven’t read the book. Like 
Billy Pilgrim (in “a constant state of stage fright ... 
because he never knows what part of his life he is 
going to have to act in next”), the audience plummets 
to the futuristic planet of Tralfamadore, flashes back 
to the gruesome Dresden bombings, even further 
back to Billy as a fragile and temperamental little boy, 
and then forward to Billy in a mental hospital. Each of 
the show’s 11 actors takes on a variety of roles, and 
scenes last just a few minutes, with abrupt transitions 
marked by a loud, futuristic thrumming signal that 
demands attention even during breaks in the action. 
Minimalist set design and mimed “props” urge 
audience members to fill in the gaps and use their 
imaginations, with further enhancements offered 
by three large panels displaying animated versions 
of Vonnegut’s line drawings. Among the actors, the 
supporting cast is particularly effective, including 
the multifaceted Sal Mattos (as a ferocious German 
soldier, an American prisoner of war, and a mental 
patient), and Stephanie Ann Foster, as both Pilgrim’s 
emotionally eager wife and a compassionate, fatherly 
prisoner. Sam Tillis also has a nice (if sociopathic) turn 
as a vengeful war prisoner who promises to murder 
everyone who has crossed him. (Haley Brucato)
Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind Boxcar 

Theatre, 505 Natoma, SF; www.sfneofuturists.com. 
$11-16. Fri-Sat, 9pm. Ongoing. The Neo-Futurists 
perform Greg Allen’s spontaneous, ever-changing 
show that crams 30 plays into 60 minutes.
Wrestling Jerusalem Intersection for the Arts, 
925 Mission, SF; www.theintersection.org. $25-
30. Thu-Sat, 7:30pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Oct 26. 
Aaron Davidman returns to Intersection with his 
hit solo performance, an exploration of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.
yeast Nation (the triumph of life) Victoria 
Theatre, 2961 16th St, SF; www.rayoflighttheatre.
com. $25-36. Wed-Sat, 8pm (also Oct 25 and Nov 
1, 2pm). Through Nov 1. Ray of Light Theatre per-
forms the West Coast premiere of the new rock musi-
cal by Greg Kotis and Mark Hollmann (Urinetown).

Bay aREa
an audience with Meow Meow Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre, Roda Theatre, 2015 Addison, 
Berk; www.berkeleyrep.org. $29-89. Wed/15 and 
Sun/19, 7pm (also Sun/19, 2pm); Thu/16-Sat/18, 
8pm (also Thu/16 and Sat/18, 2pm). This self-styled 
“musical play” by a winking “post-post-modern” 
diva (the vocally and comically talented Australian 
chanteuse Meow Meow) is in fact much thinner than 
either category suggests — more like a tired music 
hall variety act. Written by Meow Meow and adapted 
and directed by Kneehigh’s Emma Rice, the routines 
are premised on the imperiousness and insecurities 
of a soi-disant megastar whose band and stage crew 
gradually abandon her, leaving her alone with her 
adoring audience. While there are one or two musical 
moments worth perking up a little for — in particular 
a vocally potent version of “Ne Me Quitte Pas,” and 
a mood-shifting rendition of Hans Eisler and Bertolt 
Brecht’s “The German Miserere” that feels incongru-
ous here, like part of another and better show — the 
going is otherwise tough, the narrative forced and 
clunky in the extreme. Rice’s staging not only lacks 
inspiration but comes with a dismal abundance of 
low-hanging call-out-the-audience participation 
laughs. Barry Humphries’ Dame Edna (presumably 
an inspiration here) could get away with this get-the-
guests approach, being a weightier and far wittier 
character. But here it comes across as a desperate 
attempt to sell a poorly written sketch supporting 
some unevenly appealing musical numbers. (Avila)
Fire Work Live Oak Theatre, Live Oak Park, 1301 
Shattuck, Berk; www.theatrefirst.com. $10-30. 
Fri/17-Sat/18, 8pm; Sun/19, 5pm. TheatreFirst 
presents the world premiere of Lauren Gunderson’s 
romantic comedy.
Lovebirds Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berk; 
www.themarsh.org. $20-100. Fri/17, 8pm; Sat/18, 
8:30pm. Marga Gomez brings her solo show to 
Berkeley after runs in SF and NYC.
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street Mountain View Center for the Performing 
Arts, 500 Castro, Mtn View; www.theatreworks.org. 
$19-74. Tue-Wed, 7:30pm (also Oct 29, 2pm); Thu-
Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 2pm); Sun, 2 and 7pm. Through 
Nov 2. TheatreWorks performs Stephen Sondheim’s 
grisly, Tony-winning musical.
The Whale Marin Theatre Company, 397 Miller, 
Mill Valley; www.marintheatre.org. $35-58. Tue and 
Thu-Sat, 8pm; Wed, 7:30pm; Sun, 7pm. Through 
Oct 26. Marin Theatre Company performs Samuel 
D. Hunter’s drama about a 600-pound man who 
reconnects with his troubled teenage daughter.
The Woman in Black Dragon Theatre, 2120 
Broadway, Redwood City; http://dragonproductions.
net. $10-30. Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Nov 
2. Dragon Theatre performs Stephen Mallatratt’s 
adaptation of Susan Hill’s horror novella. 2
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WEdnEsdAy 15
Litquake Various venues, SF; www.litquake.org. 
Through Sat/18. San Francisco’s annual literary 
festival turns 15 this year, with a week full of  
live readings, performances, panels, and multi-
media events.

THuRsdAy 16
“Freedom archives Celebrates 15 years” 
African American Art and Culture Complex, 
762 Fulton, SF; www.freedomarchives.org. 
7-9:30pm, $15. Celebrate the Freedom 
Archives, which preserves the Bay Area’s radical 
history through an online database and other 
sources, at this festive event. Live music, spoken 
word, tributes from movement elders, and more.

fRidAy 17
Joe Clifford Pegasus Books Downtown,  
2349 Shattuck, Berk; www.pegasusbookstore.
com. 7:30pm, free. The author reads from his 
new novel, Lamentation.

sATuRdAy 18
Croatian Heritage Festival Croatian American 
Cultural Center, 60 Onondaga, SF; www.croa-
tianamericanweb.org. 3-11pm, $15 (children 
free). A variety of Croatian music groups — 
including headliners Klapa Ruzmarin, an a capel-
la folk group — perform at this cultural festival.
Half Moon Bay art and Pumpkin Festival 
Main between Mill and Spruce, Half Moon Bay; 
www.miramarevents.com. 9am-5pm, free. 
Through Sun/19. They don’t call Half Moon Bay 
the World Pumpkin Capital for nothing — the 
coastal town presents its 44th annual gourd- 
tastic throwdown with three stages of music, 
the Great Pumpkin Parade (Sat/18 at noon), 
a haunted house attraction, expert Jack O’ 
Lantern carving, and food and drinks galore.
Noe Valley Harvest Festival 24th St between 
Sanchez and Church, SF; www.noevalleyharvest-
festival.com. 10am-5pm, free. This 10th annual 
shindig aims to help you get a jump on holiday 
shopping, with over 50 local artisans showing 
their creations. Also: two stages of music, cos-
tume contests for dogs and kids, a dunk tank, a 
pumpkin patch, and more.
Potrero Hill Festival 20th St between 
Wisconsin and Missouri, SF; www.potrerofesti-
val.com. 11am-4pm, free. Now in its 25th year, 
this neighborhood block party features local 
food and entertainment — including a kickoff 
Cajun-style brunch ($5-12) with Dixieland jazz 
— plus pony rides and a bouncy house for kids.

San Francisco Craft Beer Festival Fort Mason 
Center, Herbst Pavilion, 2 Marina, SF;  
www.sfcraftbeerfest.com. 2-4:30pm and 
7-9:30pm, $49-125. Unlimited tastings of  
150 varieties of craft beer from 75 brewers.
SharktoberFest 2014 Gulf of the Farallones 
National Marine Sanctuary, 991 Marine, 
Presidio, SF; www.farallones.org. 11am-4pm, 
free. It’s Great White season in the Farallones — 
celebrate ’em at this party with shark science, 
shark experts, shark art, shark films, a costume 
contest, and more.

sundAy 19
Diane di Prima Bird & Beckett Books & Records, 
653 Chenery, SF; www.birdbeckett.com. 2-4pm, 
free. The SF Poet Laureate Emeritus shares her 
new collection, The Poetry Deal. Also with poet 
QR Hand and pianist Walter Earl.
East Bay Mini Maker Faire Park Day School, 
360 42nd St, Oakl; www.ebmakerfaire.com. 
10am-5pm, $14-20. Meet over 150 local mak-
ers sharing and showing projects in the realms 
of robotics, domestic arts, crafts, engineering, 
and more.
“These Walls Speak: Living Legacies of 
the Community Mural Movement” Balmy 
Alley between 24th and 25th Sts and Treat and 
Harrison, SF; facebook.com/thesewallsspeak. 
2-9pm, free. Celebrate the dedication of the 
newly restored “Culture Contains the Seed” 
mural with music, poetry, a short film screening, 
dance, and more.

mOndAy 20
James Lenfestey City Lights Bookstore,  
261 Columbus, SF; www.citylights.com. 7pm, 
free. The author reads from Seeking the Cave: 
Pilgrimage to Cold Mountain.

TuEsdAy 21
Jeff Chang Pegasus Books Downtown,  
2349 Shattuck, Berk; www.pegasusbookstore.
com. 6:30pm, free. The journalist launches 
his new book, Who We Be: The Colorization of 
America.
Cary Elwes Book Passage, 1 Ferry Bldg, 
SF; www.bookpassage.com. 6pm, free. The 
actor shares his new memoir, As You Wish: 
Inconceivable Tales from the Making of the 
Princess Bride.
Tall ship Lady Washington Pier 40, SF;  
www.historicalseaport.org. 4-5pm, $3 dona-
tion. Ship in SF through Nov 5; visit website 
for schedule. Tour this authentic replica of a 
two-masted, Revolutionary War-era ship.
“Wise Latinas: Writers on Higher Education” 
City Lights Bookstore, 261 Columbus, SF;  
www.citylights.com. 7pm, free. Jennifer De 
Leon leads a panel discussing the realities of 
higher education for Latinas. 2

lisTings On THE CHEAp

Kids EnjOy THE pETTing zOO AT THE pOTRERO Hill fEsTivAl.
photo courtesy of the potrero hill festival
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Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. Reviewers 
are Kimberly Chun, Dennis Harvey, Lynn 
Rapoport, and Sara Maria Vizcarrondo. For rep 
house showtimes, see Rep Clock.

OpeninG
Awake: The Life of Yogananda The next time 
you’re saying a namaste at the end of yoga class, 
add a shout-out to Paramahansa Yogananda, the 
influential author (Autobiography of a Yogi) 
and guru who brought yoga, meditation, and the 
ancient spirituality contained therein to America 
in the 1920s. Big names (Deepak Chopra, Krishna 
Das, the late George Harrison) and religious schol-
ars get talking-head time in Paola di Florio and Lisa 
Leeman’s glowingly positive doc, but the film’s 
most powerful elements spring from the man 
himself. There’s footage of his talks in Boston and 
Los Angeles, where he introduced rapt audiences 
to the concept of “having a personal relationship 
with the divine” (were he alive today, he might also 
remind the masses clad in $150 stretch pants 
that yoga is supposed to be more about the mind 
than the perky butt). Though he was embraced by 
many, he also inspired some derision (and plenty 
of racism) for being a “heathen snake charmer,” 
among other uninformed accusations; though 
he pursued a lower profile in his later years, his 
status as New Age icon has only grown, thanks 
to the enduring popularity of his autobiography. 
Yogananda’s own words, read by a narrator, and 
re-enactments provide further insight into his 
unusual life. (1:27) Balboa, Elmwood, Smith 
Rafael. (Eddy)
“Bertolucci: A Film Series” With his first 
feature in over a decade, Me and You, having 
just (belatedly) played the Roxie, it’s as good a 
moment as any to revisit the peak achievements of 
a director who once loomed as large as any in world 
cinema. This single-day showcase at the Castro 
only has room for four films, but if you had to 
choose just that many, this quartet (with apologies 
to 1976’s 1900 and 1979’s ever-divisive Luna) 
represent a pretty fair notion of 73-year-old Italian 
Bernardo Bertolucci’s personal best. All feature 
the astonishing cinematography of Vittorio Storaro 
— neither of these men ever reached quite the 

same level without each other. The Conformist 
(1970) stars Jean-Louis Trintingant in a visually 
baroque but emotionally frosty portrait (derived 
from an Alberto Moravia story) of an ambitious 
functionary who abandons all moral compass 
in his climb up the ladder of Mussolini’s fascist 
Italy. The underdog of the program is 1990’s Paul 
Bowles adaptation The Sheltering Sky, with 
John Malkovich and Debra Winger as an American 
couple losing themselves — including possibly 
their lives and sanity — in a post-World War II tour 
of northern Africa. A commercial flop that won 
mostly tepid reviews, this aesthetically dazzling 
existential romance even pissed off its source nov-
elist. But taken on its own terms, it’s perhaps the 
director’s final (to date at least) masterpiece. By 
contrast, there was massive international success 
(and nine Oscars) for 1987’s The Last Emperor, 
a biopic about China’s Pu Yi (John Lone), who 
assumed the throne as a toddler and left it when 
monarchy gave way to the People’s Republic. This 

epic spectacle is being presented in a brand new 
restoration that has been transferred into the 3D 
format; co-star Joan Chen will be on hand for the 
screening. If you’ve got any energy left, the series 
concludes with Last Tango in Paris, the notori-
ous 1973 amour fou saga that Bertolucci original-
ly intended for Conformist leads Trintignant and 
Dominique Sanda. But that poised duo could hard-
ly have summoned the full, discomfiting perversity 
that overwhelmed newcomer Maria Schneider and 
a gonzo Marlon Brando ultimately brought to this 
still-dizzying psychosexual fever dream. Castro. 
(Harvey)
The Best of Me Former high-school sweethearts 
(James Marsden and Michelle Monaghan) recon-
nect in this latest Nicholas Sparks schmaltzfest. 
(1:58)
The Blue Room Sexual obsession — and its 
inevitable partner in crime, murder — didn’t stop 
with Alfred Hitchcock. Director, co-writer, and 
lead actor Mathieu Amalric is intent on picking 
up the master’s mantle with this poetic take 
on Georges Simenon’s novel. Julien (Amalric) 
meets regularly in that titular space to conduct a 
steamy affair with pharmacist Esther (Stéphanie 
Cléau, who also co-wrote). Love is their drug, as 
we piece it out after the fact, looking in on Julien 
being put through the paces of the French justice 
system. Who was caught up in their wake is an 
essential part of this mystery, as we glimpse the 
tense marriage between Julien and Delphine 
(Lea Drucker), made even more highly chilled and 
claustrophobic by their cold, modern white box 
of a home. All tropes that make this a familiar noir 
narrative, though director Amalric elevates it with 
sensual, artful touches: a Yoko Ono-ish shot of a 
fly traversing Esther’s sweaty nude torso, a sunny 
beach scene flooded with foreboding, an autumnal 
revelation by the road made both beautiful and 
ominous by fallen leaves and faces in shadow. 
Clarity is overrated, The Blue Room hypothesiz-
es, serving up a whodunnit intent on sustaining the 
mystery till the end and teasing out intimations of 
control and passivity, dominance and submission. 
One wonders why Amalric even bothers to don his 
actorly cap when he so clearly savors shedding 
light, or not, behind the camera. (1:16) Albany, 
Opera Plaza, Smith Rafael. (Chun)
The Book of Life The Toy Story films, Frozen 
(2013), and their ilk are lovable, but who hasn’t 
wondered when all the other kids tales will get the 
coveted 3D animation treatment — you know, the 
ones that aren’t rooted in well-mined European 
folklore or generic American suburbia? Just in 
time for Day of the Dead and oh, right, Hallows’ 
Eve, is the Guillermo del Toro-produced, Jorge 
R. Gutierrez-directed The Book of Life, intent 
on representing the richness of Mexican culture 
and overflowing with action, music, fantasy, and 
folklorico for kids and parents with expansive 
global pop referents and shrinking attention 
spans. Peeling back the layers of a museum visit 
led by narrator Mary Beth (Christina Applegate), 
we discover the Book of Life in a secret chamber, 
and at its heart is a classic love triangle: young 
musician Manolo and budding fighter Joaquin bat-
tling for the tenderhearted Maria’s attentions. The 
trio inspires a Day of the Dead wager between the 
benevolent ruler of the remembered, La Muerte 
(Kate del Castillo), who champions Manolo, and 
her counterpart and ruler of the forgotten, Xibalba 
(Ron Perlman), who backs Joaquin and attempts 
to stack the deck with a medal of everlasting life. 
Manolo (Diego Luna) grows up to be a frustrated 

musician who sings Radiohead, tries to be a good 
matador in his family tradition, yet refuses to 
finish off the bull — “these kids with their long hair 
and their no-kill,” grumbles his granny — while 
Joaquin (Channing Tatum) becomes a suave, 
invincible bandit-vanquisher that their small town 
looks to with desperation to save them from a 
wicked warlord. As for Maria (Zoe Saldana), she’s 
become a smart, independent young woman with 
unexpected skills and absolutely no intention of 
playing the passive damsel in the battle for her 
heart. Kick in what seems like every Latino actor 
around, from Hector Elizondo to Danny Trejo, as 
well as manic action, plentiful song, witty asides, 
Ice Cube and Placido Domingo, dazzling anima-
tion that echoes folkloric motifs, and narrative 
twists designed to entertain as well as educate 
— Death isn’t the dreaded black-and-white end 
here — and you have a winning, unexpectedly 
heart-tugging entry that works hard to stand along-
side the best of Disney and Pixar, and succeeds. 
(1:35) Presidio. (Chun)
Fury In April 1945, just weeks before Hitler’s 
suicide and the Third Reich’s surrender, increas-
ingly weary, desperate troops were still going at 
it across smoldering Germany. This latest from 
writer-director David Ayer (2012’s End of Watch) 
taps into some war movie-clichés — hey, here’s 
a noob (Logan Lerman) to serve as convenient 
audience surrogate! — but is nonetheless a grip-
ping action-drama, made all the more intense by 
the fact that the main characters are enclosed in 
a Sherman tank: Sgt. Collier (a solid Brad Pitt), 
aka “Wardaddy;” religious “Bible” (Shia LaBeouf, 
surprisingly good); jokester “Gordo” (End of 
Watch’s Michael Peña); “Coon-Ass” (Walking 
Dead’s Jon Bernthal, whose redneck shtick 
soon grows tiresome); and wide-eyed Norman 
(Lerman) who gets his “war name” after he earns 
it in act three. There’s an odd interlude in which 
Collier and Norman share dinner with a German 
woman and her glowingly innocent daughter — 
inspired by the fabled French plantation scene in 
Apocalypse Now (1979), perhaps? — but most 
of Fury builds on the macho-bro rapport Ayer 
demonstrated a flair for with Watch, and has been 
used effectively in other media about war (the 
relationships between the men echo, for example, 
those among the Humvee team in 2008 Iraq War 
miniseries Generation Kill). On the technical 
side, the battle scenes are almost beautifully 
brutal, with shot-off limbs and fiery bodies framed 
against mist and mud. (2:13) Four Star, Presidio, 
Shattuck. (Eddy)
Harmontown You don’t need to be a Community 
fan to get Dan Harmon, nerd hero, writer, produc-
er, show creator, and mind behind some notably 
capsized projects with Ben Stiller and Sarah 
Silverman. After all, there’s his adorable kitty, 
and Harmontown — both the name of Harmon’s 
pod cast and this doc centered on his associated 
improv-y, spoken-rant/onstage-therapy tour — 
opens with a cozy, only slightly calculated shot 
of her sweet, furry face. The perpetually tousled, 
wild-haired Harmon is somewhat less cuddly; 
there’s a certain dead quality to his eyes that 
betrays his time shrilling yuks in the biz. Call it 
self-indulgent or exhibitionistic, but there’s never-
theless courage, liquid and otherwise, in Harmon’s 
often entertaining, very funny act of putting his 
professionally bruised, brainy, and self-conscious 
self on stage to mine whatever pain remains 
behind his obvious professional success in front 
of fans and strangers. “I have to look at each room 
and think, what am I going to say to these people 
for 90 minutes?” he ponders at one point. “The 
only thing I can do is self-destruct because of my 
own issues.” How relevant is Harmon’s deter-
mined self-exposure? Director-writer Neil Berkeley 
tries to make his case by turning his camera to the 
faces in the crowd — geek “Harmonians” carrying 
themselves that much prouder for having seen 
themselves in Harmon’s characters and writing—
and does his best to expose his subject’s charms, 
as well as a few warts. Some key details are omitted 
but it’s easy to see that girlfriend Erin McGathy’s 
life with Harmon isn’t always a picnic, or even a fun 
snack run to Kum & Go. (1:41) Roxie. (Chun)
Lilting In Hong Khaou’s evocative, affecting film, 
a grieving mother and a grieving lover move by 
halting degrees into each other’s orbit as they 
endure the loss of the young man who is their only 
link. Chinese-Cambodian immigrant Junn (Pei-pei 
Chang) has been placed by her son, Kai (Andrew 
Leung), in an old folks’ home somewhere on the 
edge of London, intended as a temporary lodging 
while he gathers the courage to tell his mother that 
he’s gay and that his live-in “friend,” Richard (Ben 
Whishaw), is in fact his boyfriend. In the wake of 
Kai’s sudden death, Richard fumblingly attempts 
to approach the unwelcoming Junn, employing the 

services of an amateur translator, Vann (Naomi 
Christie), to help Junn communicate with a fellow 
resident (Peter Bowles) who has been courting her. 
The old folks’ home is a curious place, lined with 
vintage wallpaper and mid-century furniture in a 
dubious, melancholy effort to tap into the inhab-
itants’ memories of presumably happier days. 
Memory is the film’s central engine — scenes from 
the recent past drift onscreen and repeat, motif-
like: lovely, slightly opaque, poignant, and more 
bearable to Junn and Richard than the quietly bru-
tal, unmanageable present. Here, the two young 
men lie in bed as Kai anxiously ponders explaining 
their relationship to his mother; Junn revisits her 
last encounter with her son, when he nervously 
asks her to come to dinner. Transcending the 
flashback as expository device, the scenes clarify, 
painfully, into a sort of refuge to which the two 
characters, separately bereft, retreat to find what 
they have lost. (1:31) Shattuck. (Rapoport)
Rudderless After the sudden death of a loved one, 
what next? In indie drama Rudderless, a certain 
confused healing and even transformation can 
come in the form of song, director and co-writer 
William H. Macy seems to say. Billy Crudup’s Sam 
is a brash, successful, slickly freeze-dried ad man, 
far too repressed in the classic Don Draper mode 
and way too Type A to pay much quality attention to 
his family. So when a self-serving father-son meet 
up with his college-age son Josh (Miles Heizer) 
takes a tragic turn, Sam seizes up, dramatically, 
on multiple levels. Years later, he’s living on a boat, 
painting houses and hiding at the bottom of vari-
ous bottles, until his ex (Felicity Huffman) forces 
him to face some key possessions left behind: 
a guitar, an amp, and a collection of passionate 
tunes, which speak with real urgency to young 
musician Quentin (Anton Yelchin). Before he 
knows it, Sam is in a band — a hot one, it seems, 
due to a certain someone’s songwriting, and it’s a 
Cinderella story, with a bit of a wrenching twist. It’s 
made all the more compelling by Crudup’s bone-
deep, layered performance, a mixture of wounded 
despair, buried hope, and flickers of joy. (1:45) 
Metreon. (Chun)
St. Vincent Though this first feature from 
Theodore Melfi reeks of American Indie 101 (oh, 
those quirky characters — a pregnant Russian 
stripper, played by Naomi Watts? Gaaahhh), it 
has a none-too-secret weapon in its corner: Bill 
Murray, who’s outstanding as the title character 
in a role that plays perfectly to his strengths. He’s 
grumpy slob Vincent, who has a gambling habit 
(Terence Howard plays his I’m-losing-patience-
with-you bookie), a serious drinking problem, 
and has long since run out of fucks to give about 
anyone. Or so it seems at first. His soft side, such 
as it is, is coaxed from the darkness when recently 
divorced Maggie (Melissa McCarthy) and her 
nerdy young son, Oliver (Jaeden Lieberher, very 
much carved from the “kid actor” mold, but still 
bearable), move in next door. Circumstances lead 
to the unemployed Vincent becoming Oliver’s 
babysitter, and both reap surprising benefits from 
this seemingly ill-suited arrangement. As we learn 
more about Vincent — like why this junkyard dog 
of a man owns a fluffy white cat — we realize the 
reasons behind his behavior, and while Melfi’s 
script swerves into melodrama on occasion, 
Murray injects enough bile to keep things in bal-
ance. Though St. Bill is the main/only reason to see 
St. Vincent, the other performances, especially 
McCarthy (as subtle as Watts is over-the-top) and 
Chris O’Dowd (as Oliver’s Catholic-school teacher) 
are also notable. (1:42) (Eddy)
Whiplash Possibly the most nihilistic film 
about music ever made, writer-director Damien 
Chazelle’s Whiplash goes into the mouth of 
madness (it’s filled with bloody fingers, sweat, and 
tears) with jazz drummer Andrew (Miles Teller). 
A first-year student at a prestigious Manhattan 
music school, Andrew is eager to work hard and 
dreams of being accepted into the top-notch 
studio band overseen by notorious perfectionist 
Terence Fletcher (an outstanding J.K. Simmons). 
When Andrew unexpectedly gets the nod to join 
Fletcher’s class, he’s elated — until he realizes 
he’s now under the thumb of a sadistic drill 
sergeant whose finely honed skills include mind-
fuckery, psychological manipulation, rapid-fire 
insult flinging, and physical brutality. Determined 
to be the best, Andrew puts up with this abuse as 
his mental state spirals out of control, alarming his 
father (Paul Reiser), whose caring concern con-
trasts vividly with Fletcher’s reign-of-terror style of 
leadership. Chazelle keeps the tension rat-a-tat-
ting at almost unbearable levels — you’ll hold your 
breath throughout, and after, you’ll never listen to 
“Caravan” the same way again. Look for Simmons, 
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CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMESSTARTS FRIDAy, OCTObER 17
full page    san francisco bay guardian

COLUMBIA PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH QED INTERNATIONAL AND LSTAR CAPITAL A QED INTERNATIONAL/LE GRISBI PRODUCTIONS/CRAVE FILMS PRODUCTION A FILM BY DAVID AYER “FURY”BRAD PITT SHIA LABEOUF

EXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS BRAD PITT  SASHA SHAPIRO  ANTON LESSINE  ALEX OTT  BEN WAISBREN PRODUCED

BY BILL BLOCK  DAVID AYER  ETHAN SMITH  JOHN LESHERDIRECTOR OF
PHOTOGRAPHY ROMAN VASYANOVPRODUCTION

DESIGNER ANDREW MENZIES
LOGAN LERMAN MICHAEL PEÑA JON BERNTHAL JASON ISAACS SCOTT EASTWOOD CASTING

BY MARY VERNIEU, CSA  LINDSAY GRAHAM, CSA MUSIC
BY STEVEN PRICE FILM

EDITORS DODY DORN, ACE  JAY CASSIDY, ACECOSTUME
DESIGNER OWEN THORNTON

WRITTEN AND
DIRECTED BY DAVID AYER

A FILM BY DAVID AYER

“Stunning.
Brad Pitt iS tremendouS.”

Peter travers
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who brings surprising dimension to his monstrous 
character, to rack up supporting-actor accolades 
come awards season. (1:46) Clay. (Eddy)

OngOing
Advanced Style Many successful blogs have been 
turned into books, but few make the leap to film. 
Street-style photographer Ari Seth Cohen’s online 
album of fashionable elders translates well to the 
big screen, as without exception all of the women 
featured in Lina Plioplyte’s doc are vivacious, 
quotable (“I’m an artist, and my art is dressing!” 
“Good style improves the view for everybody!”), 
and — obviously — wonderfully, uniquely put 
together. Although at least one subject, 80-year-
old Joyce, is wealthy (witness her to-die-for vintage 
Chanel purse collection), the rest of the women 
eschew designer for the most part; one owns a vin-
tage store (“Sometimes I’m building an outfit for 
seven years!”), one owns a boutique (“You either 
have it, or you don’t ... but you can learn it!”), 
and others are artists, including a former Apollo 
theater dancer. All are close with Cohen, an access 
point that allows Advanced Style to dig beyond 
fabulous hats and into end-of-life issues, including 
health concerns among the women and their aging 
spouses. But mostly, this is an upbeat, inspiring 
look at women who are embracing their later years 
— and looking rather fab doing it. (1:12) (Eddy)
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, 
Very Bad Day (1:22) Balboa, Marina, Metreon, 
1000 Van Ness.
Art and Craft Fans of docs that can be summed 
up with the phrase “I can’t believe that shit really 
happened” are in for a treat with Art and Craft, 
which boasts an eccentric subject who allows 
filmmakers Sam Cullman, Jennifer Grausman, 
and Mark Becker full access yet remains entirely 
inscrutable. He is art forger Mark Landis, diag-
nosed as schizophrenic after a teenage nervous 
breakdown, now in his 50s, in fragile health, and 
living in his late mother’s Mississippi apartment. 
For 30-plus years, his illness has manifested in an 
obsession with recreating artworks with remark-
able accuracy (Dr. Seuss, Picasso, you name 
it) — and then arranging elaborate scenarios (an 
inheritance, the passing of a nonexistent sister, 
situations that require him to dress as a priest) that 

involve donating the fakes (to 46 museums in 20 
states, most delighted to benefit from his philan-
thropy). He’s not in it for the money, so the FBI 
merely observes his exploits, leaving the legwork 
to former Cleveland Art Museum employee Matt 
Leininger, who after realizing the deception at his 
own institution becomes consumed with uncover-
ing Landis’ trail of phony brush strokes. This cat-
and-mouse tale (in which the mouse is completely 
on his own astral plane of reality) leads up to one of 
the most awkward gallery openings ever captured 
on film — with artwork as beautifully created as 
it is plagiarized and deliberately misrepresented. 
(1:29) Smith Rafael. (Eddy)
The Boxtrolls (1:37) Metreon, 1000 Van Ness.
The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby: Her/Him 
(3:19) Embarcadero.
Dolphin Tale 2 (1:48) Metreon.
Dracula Untold Now it can be told: Dracula was 
super-duper into Game of Thrones! Between 
the tension-fraught banquet scenes, swordplay, 
intrigue, ornate costumes and armor, mop-topped 
children in peril, and dragon references — not 
to mention the casting of Big Daddy Lannister 
(Charles Dance) in a key role — the HBO show 
looms large over this lightweight but enjoyable 
vampire yarn, which isn’t necessarily a bad thing. 
Soulfully goth Luke Evans (the Hobbit series) 
stars as Count Dracula before, during, and after 
his transformation into the fang-bearer of leg-
end; turns out he was a bloodthirsty dude even 
in human form (hence the nickname “Vlad the 
Impaler”), though the film lets him rationalize 
this battlefield behavior by pointing out it was 
an intimidation tactic designed to save lives by 
encouraging armies to surrender. Uh-huh. Some 
clever effects (bats galore!) and flashes of wry 
wit add to the fun of this mostly forgettable but 
seasonally-appropriate exercise. (1:32) Metreon, 
1000 Van Ness. (Eddy)
Gone Girl Gillian Flynn’s twisted 2012 tome — 
about a marriage about to implode at its five-year 
mark; the American media’s obsession with miss-
ing white women; and the wide-ranging effects of 
our shitty economy; not to mention a killer remind-
er of why the unreliable narrator is such a tasty 
literary device — gets the best possible big-screen 
scenario, with David Fincher directing (along with 
his usual A+ crew, including cinematographer 
Jeff Cronenweth and composers Trent Reznor and 
Atticus Ross), Flynn herself penning the screen-

play, and an A-list cast. If Gone Girl the film 
comes up short in translating the book’s deliber-
ately mind-fucking story structure, which explores 
the action from two distinct points of view, it suc-
ceeds in other ways, visually capturing the beige, 
airless, McMansions-with-overgrown-yards life 
of Nick (Ben Affleck) and Amy (Rosamund Pike) 
Dunne, forced to move to his Missouri hometown 
after losing their NYC writing jobs. There, they 
proceed to wallow in separate but mutual misery 
until Amy goes missing, and we get a front-row 
seat as the shit hits the fan in many different ways. 
Affleck (Flynn’s top choice) and Pike are well-cast, 
with Kim Dickens (as the no-nonsense detective 
investigating Amy’s disappearance) making the 
biggest impression among a large supporting cast. 
(2:25) 1000 Van Ness, Presidio, SF Centre, 
Sundance Kabuki, Vogue. (Eddy)
The Green Prince Nadav Schirman’s Sundance 
Film Festival audience award winner (and SF 
Jewish Film Festival opening night film) should 
make an impression well beyond the fest circuit; 
it’s edited and scored like a thriller, surging ahead 
with constant tension despite the fact that most of 
the movie consists of the same two talking heads. 
But what subjects: Palestinian Mosab Hassan 
Yousef, oldest son of a Hamas leader, and Shin Bet 
agent Gonen Ben Yitzhak, the man who recruited 
Mosab to spy on behalf of Israel. How this relation-
ship came to be, the sensitive information it yield-
ed, the incredible risks both men took, and how 
Mosab eventually ended up living in the United 
States and sharing his tale — for so long, a life-or-
death secret — with the world, is an undeniably 
gripping tale of loyalty, trust, and a most unlikely 
friendship. (1:41) Smith Rafael. (Eddy)
The Guest On paper, it seems like an odd match: 
director Adam Wingard and writer Simon Barrett 
of indie horror hit You’re Next (2011), and British 
actor Dan Stevens, Downton Abbey’s erstwhile 
heir. On screen, however, the trio’s The Guest 
is the boogeyman movie of the year, weaving a 
synth-scored tale of a small-town family startled 
by the sudden appearance of a soldier (Stevens) 
who claims to have known the son and brother they 
lost in Afghanistan. David is polite, handsome, 
and eager to assist in any way — whether it’s 
carrying kegs into a party with just-out-of-high-
school Anna (Maika Monroe), or breaking faces 
on behalf of bullied teen Luke (Brendan Meyer). 
The audience soon realizes something is very, very 
off with David, and while Anna eventually picks 
up on it, too, the filmmakers have a great time 
teasing out this trick-or-treat of a thriller, which is 
set during the cell phone era but freely references 
John Carpenter’s 1980s heyday. A bangin’ goth 
soundtrack (Sisters of Mercy, Front 242, Love and 
Rockets) further sets the mood, and if the plot is a 
tad predictable, there’s something about the film’s 
tone that’s refreshingly retro — and bloody good 
fun. (1:39) Metreon. (Eddy)
The Judge Crackling chemistry between Robert 
Downey, Jr. (as Hank, a hotshot Chicago lawyer 
who reluctantly returns to his rural hometown 
after the death of his mother) and Robert Duvall 
(as the stern title character, Hank’s long-es-
tranged father, Joseph) elevates this otherwise 
heavy-handed look at a dysfunctional family 
forced to pull together when Joseph is arrested for 
murder. The rest of the cast in this more mature 
departure for director David Dobkin (2005’s The 
Wedding Crashers) ain’t bad, either; there’s 
Vincent D’Onofrio as Hank’s seething older broth-
er; Vera Farmiga as Sam, the high school sweet-
heart Hank left behind; and Billy Bob Thornton as 
a gimlet-eyed prosecutor with an ax to grind. At two 
hours and 20 minutes, there’s a lot of opportunity 
for sentimentality, including a recurring narra-
tive device of using home movies — a treasured 
hobby of Hank’s younger brother, Dale (Jeremy 
Strong), unfortunately scripted as a “childlike,” 
vaguely autistic type — to remind us The Way 
We Were When Things Were Good. And as if the 
drama of a murder trial wasn’t enough, there’s 
also Hank’s tentative reconciliation with Sam, 
relationship-building efforts with his own wee 
daughter (Emma Tremblay), a tornado, etc. etc. 
If The Judge tries to be too many genres at once 
(see also: Cameron Crowe’s lesser filmography), 
at least it has those marvelously acted Downey vs. 
Duvall tête-à-têtes — as well as one memorably 
hilarious jury-selection scene. For an interview 
with Dobkin, visit www.sfbg.com/pixel_vision. 
(2:21) Four Star, Marina, 1000 Van Ness, SF 
Centre, Sundance Kabuki. (Eddy)
Kill the Messenger Based partly on former San 
Jose Mercury News investigative reporter Gary 
Webb’s 1998 book, Dark Alliance, and partly on 
a posthumous 2004 biography of Webb written 
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Schedules are for Wed/15-Tue/21 except 
where noted. Director and year are given 
when available. Double features marked with 
a •. All times pm unless otherwise specified.
“ARAB FILM FESTIVAL” Various venues in 
SF, Oakl, Berk, and Palo Alto; www.arab-
filmfestival.org. Most shows $12. Now in its 
18th year, the AFF showcases contemporary, 
independent Arab films and filmmakers. 
Through Oct 23.
ARTISTS’ TELEVISION ACCESS 992 
Valencia, SF; www.atasite.org. $8. Arab 
Film Festival: “Shorts Program 1,” Wed, 
7; “Shorts Program 2,” Wed, 9. “Other 
Cinema:” “Optronica 2” with Bruce Geduldig 
of Tuxedo Moon, Tommy Becker, and others, 
Sat, 8:30.
BALBOA 3630 Balboa, SF; cinemasf.com/
balboa. $7.50-10. “Thursday Night Rock 
Docs:” The Last Waltz (Scorsese, 1978), 
Thu, 7:30.
CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. $8.50-11. •Rome 
Open City (Rossellini, 1945), Wed, 2:45, 7, 
and The Fugitive Kind (Lumet, 1960), Wed, 
4:40, 8:55. Magic in the Moonlight (Allen, 
2014), Thu, 5, 7, 9. “Midnites for Maniacs: 
Fighting the Dragon Double Bill:” •The Dark 
Knight (Nolan, 2008), Fri, 7, and Reign of 
Fire (Bowman, 2002), Fri, 9:45. “Bertolucci: 
A Film Series:” The Conformist (1970), Sat, 
12:30; The Sheltering Sky (1990), Sat, 3; 
The Last Emperor 3D (1987), with actress 
and filmmaker Joan Chen in attendance, Sat, 
6; Last Tango in Paris (1976), Sat, 9:30. 
This series, $12-15 ($50 all-access pass); 
more info at www.cinemaitaliasf.com. •How 
to Marry a Millionaire (Negulesco, 1953), 
Sun, 3:05, 7, and Written on the Wind 
(Sirk, 1956), Sun, 5, 8:50. •Alphaville 
(Godard, 1965), Tue, 7, and Orpheus 
(Cocteau, 1950), Tue, 8:55.
DAVID BROWER CENTER Goldman Theater, 
2150 Allston, Berk; www.browercenter.org. 
$5-12. “Reel to Real:” Lost Rivers (Bacle, 
2012), Tue, 7.
EXPLORATORIUM Pier 15, SF; www.explor-
atorium.edu. Free with museum admission 
($19-25). “Off the Screen: Moving Pictures 
and Written Words: Celebrating The George 
Kuchar Reader,” Wed, 7. This event, $15. 
“Off the Screen: The Residents present 
Eskimo,” Thu, 7, 9. “Saturday Cinema: 
Avant-Garde Amateurs,” Sat, 1, 2, 3.
MCCOPPIN SQUARE Taraval and 23rd Ave, 
SF; www.sf-pops.com. Despicable Me 
(Coffin and Renaud, 2010), Fri, 7:15.
MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE 57 Post, SF; 
milibrary.org/events. $10. “CinemaLit Film 
Series: Alternative Realities:” The 5,000 
Fingers of Dr. T (Rowland, 1953), Fri, 6.
NEW PARKWAY 474 24th St, Oakl; www.the-
newparkway.com. $10. “Periwinkle Cinema:” 
“Un(dis)sing Our Abilities,” experimental, 
“sexplicit” shorts, Thu, 9:30. Sound and 
Chaos: The Story of BC Studio (Leavitt and 

Douglass, 2014), Tue, 7.
PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, 
Berk; (510) 642-5249, bampfa.berkeley.
edu. $5.50-9.50. “Afterimage: Leslie 
Thornton:” Peggy and Fred in Hell (1985-
2013), Wed, 7; “An Aesthetic of Uncertainty: 
Cinema by Leslie Thornton,” Thu, 7. 
“Discovering Georgian Cinema:” Magdana’s 
Donkey (Abuladze and Chkeidze, 1955), 
Fri, 7; Molba (Abuladze, 1967), Fri, 8:30; 
“Georgian Kulturfilms,” Sun, 4. “Eyes Wide: 
The Films of Stanley Kubrick:” Barry Lyndon 
(1975), Sat, 7. “Also Like Life: The Films of 
Hou Hsiao-hsien:” The Green, Green Grass 
of Home (1982), Sun, 6:45; Cheerful Wind 
(1981), Tue, 7.
“REELABILITIES BAY ARE DISABILITIES 
FILM FESTIVAL” Various venues in SF and 
Oakl; www.bayareareelabilities.org. Free-
$25. Creative Growth Art Center in Oakland 
presents this film festival promoting aware-
ness and appreciation of the lives, stories, 
and artistic expressions of different people 
with disabilities. Wed-Sun.
ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. $6.50-11. 
20,000 Days on Earth (Forsyth and Pollard, 
2014), Wed, 9:30. #Stuck (Acher, 2014), 
Wed-Thu, 7, 9. “SF International Festival 
of Short Films,” Thu, 7, 9. Harmontown 
(Berkeley, 2014), Oct 17-23, 7, 9:15 
(also Sat-Sun, 2:30, 4:45). “Roxie Kids:” 
Nocturna (García and Maldonado, 2007), 
Sun, 2. Ivory Tower (Rossi, 2014), Mon, 7. 
Sponsored by ScholarMatch, with a panel dis-
cussion after the film; for tickets ($12.50), 
visit www.brownpapertickets.com.
SMITH RAFAEL FILM CENTER 1118 Fourth 
St, San Rafael; (415) 454-1222, www.
cafilm.org. $6.50-$10.75. Art and Craft 
(Cullman and Grausman, 2014), Oct 13-16, 
call for times. The Two Faces of January 
(Amini, 2014), Oct 13-16, call for times. 
Awake: The Life of Yogananda (di Florio 
and Leeman, 2014), Oct 17-23, call for 
times. The Blue Room (Amalric, 2014), 
Oct 17-23, call for times. The Green Prince 
(Schirman, 2014), Oct 17-23, call for times.
“UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION FILM 
FESTIVAL” Various venues, Palo Alto and 
SF; www.unaff.org. $10. International array 
of documentaries (from Syria, India, Iran, 
China, Morocco, Rwanda, the US, and more) 
highlighting social justice, political, human-
rights, and other issues. Oct 16-26.
YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
701 Mission, SF; www.ybca.org. $8-10. 
“Lest We Forget: Remembering Radical 
San Francisco:” “Radical Sex Education 
Films from SF’s Multi-Media Resource 
Center,” curated by Herb Shellenberger, 
Thu, 7:30; Farmcore: The Punk Rock 
Years (Kavanaugh, 1989), with “Hard Core 
Home Movie” (Snider, 1989), Sun, 2; San 
Francisco Good Times (Francovich and 
Rosow, 1973), with “Sisters!” (Hammer, 
1973), Sun, 3:45. SF Cinematheque pres-
ents: “A Criminal Account of Pleasure: The 
George Kuchar Reader,” Sat, 7:30. 2

DOc Ivory Tower, which questiOns the skyrOcketing cOst Of 
higher eDucatiOn, has a special screening mOn/20 at the rOxie.
PhOTO COUrTESy Of SAmUEl GOldwyN fIlmS

rep clOck
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by SoCal reporter Nick Schou (from which the 
film takes its title), Kill the Messenger recounts 
a grim tale of single-minded muckraking, profes-
sional betrayal, and how the federal government’s 
dubious War on Drugs took an extra-grim turn 
during the Reagan administration. As the film 
opens, Webb (Jeremy Renner) is working for 
the Mercury News, having moved to the Bay 
Area with his wife (Rosemarie DeWitt) and three 
kids after some marital trouble back east. In 
the course of covering a drug dealer’s trial, he 
gets tipped to a story connecting the CIA, the 
US funding of the contras in Nicaragua, and the 
crack cocaine that began pouring into Los Angeles 
and other American cities in the mid-1980s. 
Michael Cuesta, who since his directorial debut 
with L.I.E. in 2001 has been mainly working 
in television (Homeland, Six Feet Under), 
attempts to combine an All the President’s 
Men-style journalistic crime procedural with a 
portrait of the man who broke the story and was in 
turn broken by it — or rather, by the CIA and the 
mainstream press, which turns on him with the 
vengeance, it’s implied, of a handful of prestigious 
papers of record that got majorly scooped. The 
portrait, with Renner giving a nuanced, painfully 
sympathetic performance, comes out better than 
the procedural, which feels blurry in places from 
the speed of the discoveries. (1:52) Metreon, 
Sundance Kabuki. (Rapoport)
Kite Based on Yasuomi Umetsu’s cult anime, 
known for its fetishy sex and violence involving a 
young girl assassin with a penchant for traditional 
Japanese school uniforms, South Africa-set sci-fi 
action indie Kite begins with a bang — and a hail 
of bone fragments and gray matter splatter when 

an explosive bullet connects with a baddie’s skull. 
Set in the dystopic near future, after a global 
financial meltdown, Kite picks up in the middle of 
an all-too-familiar seedy scenario: an out-of-it teen 
hooker in a body-con mini and neon wig is getting 
dragged into the elevator by a trashy sleazebag. 
His unnecessary cruelty to an elderly lady sharing 
their lift forces the damsel to break cover and 
unleash those exploding bullets. It turn out Sawa 
(India Eisley) is far from your traditional hapless 
victim — rather she’s a brutal assassin out to 
avenge her parents’ murders and jumped up on a 
military drug designed to dull the pain and memo-
ries related to PTSD, administered oh so helpfully 
by her father’s old law-enforcement partner Aker 
(Samuel L. Jackson). The catch: a mystery man 
(Callan McAuliffe) who threatens to disrupt the 
smooth flow of bloody mayhem with his promise to 
dredge up Sawa’s past. Kite’s acting talent — in 
particular Eisley and Jackson — and cinematog-
rapher Lance Gewer do what they can, painting 
the screen with lurid hues and just as over-the-top 
emotive moments, with pulpy material that’s high 
on the ultra violence (and salacious kicks for those 
into little girls with guns) but low on originality. 
(1:30) (Chun)
Left Behind Jeepers creepers, they went and 
remade 2000 Christian scare flick Left Behind: 
The Film, based on the best-selling book series 
by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins. Just gonna 
come right out and let you know the Antichrist 
character does not appear in Vic Armstrong’s 
do-over. WEAK. But it does contain supremely 
awkward breakdancing; terrible CG of an airplane 
floundering after the Rapture makes flying a dicey 
prospect (apparently, air traffic control is a largely 
evangelical profession); erstwhile CW network 
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The following is contact information for  
Bay Area first-run theaters.
Balboa 3630 Balboa. www.cinemasf.com/balboa
Century SF Centre 845 Market.  
www.cinemark.com
CinéArts at the Empire 85 West Portal. 
www.cinemark.com
Clay 2261 Fillmore. www.landmarktheatres.com
Embarcadero 1 Embarcadero Center.  
www.landmarktheatres.com
Four Star 2200 Clement. www.lntsf.com
Marina 2149 Chestnut. www.lntsf.com
Metreon 135 Fourth St. www.amctheatres.com
New People Cinema 1746 Post.  
www.newpeopleworld.com
1000 Van Ness 1000 Van Ness.  
www.amctheatres.com
Opera Plaza 601 Van Ness.  
www.landmarktheatres.com
Presidio 2340 Chestnut. www.lntsf.com
UA Stonestown Twin 501 Buckingham. 
www.regmovies.com
Sundance Kabuki Cinema 1881 Post.  
www.sundancecinemas.com
Vogue 3290 Sacramento. www.cinemasf.com/vogue

BAy ArEA
Albany 1115 Solano, Albany.  
www.landmarktheatres.com
AMC Bay Street 16 5614 Bay, Emeryville. 
www.amctheatres.com
California 2113 Kittredge, Berk.  
www.landmarktheatres.com
Century 20 1901 Junipero Serra, Daly City. 
www.cinemark.com
Grand Lake 3200 Grand, Oakl.  
www.renaissancerialto.com
Magick Lantern 125 Park Place, Point 
Richmond. www.themagicklantern.com
New Parkway 474 24th St, Oakl.  
www.thenewparkway.com
Piedmont 4186 Piedmont, Oakl.  
www.landmarktheatres.com
regal Jack London Stadium  
100 Washington, Jack London Square, Oakl. 
www.regmovies.com
rialto Cinemas Cerrito 10070 San Pablo, 
El Cerrito. www.rialtocinemas.com/cerrito
rialto Cinemas Elmwood 2966 College, 
Berk. www.rialtocinemas.com/elmwood
Shattuck Cinemas 2230 Shattuck, Berk. 
www.landmarktheatres.com
UA Berkeley 2274 Shattuck, Berk.  
www.regmovies.com 2

logan lerman and Brad Pitt star in World War ii drama Fury, 
out fri/17. PhOTO by GIlES kEyTE

first run venues
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heartthrob Chad Michael Murray as an internation-
ally renowned investigative journalist (the same 
role Kirk Cameron played, also implausibly, in the 
original); and — best of all, and the only reason to 
seek out this ham sandwich of a movie — Nicolas 
Cage, who delivers possibly the worst performance 
of his career as an airline pilot whose sins include 
thinking about cheating on his born-again wife 
(Lea Thompson) and coveting U2 concert tickets. 
All of this brings up a very important question for 
our times: Does Jesus snark? (1:50) Metreon. 
(Eddy)
The Liberator Lush production values and a 
smoldering performance by Venezuela’s best-
known acting export (Édgar Ramírez), elevate 
this Simón Bolívar tale from mere biopic to epic 
(bio-epic?) It begins amid revolutionary tumult 
before stepping back in time to Bolívar’s younger 
days; we’re brought up to speed on the tragic early 
deaths of his well-to-do parents, as well as the 
yellow-fever death of his delicate Spanish wife and 
some globe-trotting that allows Ramírez to show 
off his flawless French (he also speaks Spanish 
and English in the film), and for Bolívar to meet 
characters who prove important to his crusade 
for Venezuelan independence. Bombastic battle 
scenes and grueling marches (in and across 
jungles, open fields, the snowy Andes, seaside 
forts, blood-stained villages, etc.) soon follow, 
with Bolívar’s bravery and rousing speechmaking 
(“Freeeedooommm!”) inspiring people across 
northern South America and beyond, from every 
class and race, to join his cause. If this two-hour 
film feels a bit tight for such a sprawling story 
— especially when you consider that Ramírez’s 
breakout role came with 2010 miniseries Carlos, 
which lavished five-and-a-half hours on the career 
of Carlos the Jackal — it still makes for stirring 
viewing. (1:59) Four Star. (Eddy)
Men, Women & Children The web of title 
characters in Jason Reitman’s new film, set in a 
nonspecific-feeling Austin, Tex., stand in for a 
larger culture, digital native and immigrant alike, 
leading a significant portion of their lives online. 
A mother (Jennifer Garner) obsessed with the 
invidious snares of the scrolling feed, feverishly 
tracks the digital micro-movements of her teenage 
daughter (Kaitlyn Dever of 2013’s Short Term 
12), sabotaging the latter’s burgeoning relation-
ship with a sweetly troubled, Carl Sagan-quoting 
ex-football player (The Fault in Our Stars’ Ansel 
Elgort). Another mother (Judy Greer) embraces 
the seedier aspects of the mercantile web, bolster-
ing her daughter’s dreams of stardom by pimping 
out her image to private customers. A man (Adam 
Sandler) and a woman (Rosemarie DeWitt) drift 
unconnected through their marriage and seek 
recourse among web escorts and a dating site for 
cheaters. The message, underscored with motifs 
running thickly through the interconnected plot 
lines, is that our lives and relationships are echoed 
and overlapped by a ghostly online population, 
whom our loved ones experience, if they notice, 
only as a zoned-out absence, a silent withdrawal 
from the room. Reitman (2009’s Up in the Air), 
who co-wrote the film with Erin Cressida Wilson 
(2002’s Secretary), finds a wealth of visual tools 
for mapping this populace. Texts and Facebook 

messages bubble up and hover over crowd scenes 
in an overlay, flooding the screen with drifting 
commentary. At cheerleading practice, one paper-
thin teenager silently backstabs another via a 
hailstorm of emoji. If the film doesn’t issue a fiery 
polemic, most of its protagonists do seem caught 
in a stultified daze by a succession of variously 
proportioned screens; the emotional payoffs, 
and the brutal, awkward collisions, tend to come 
when they look up. (1:56) Sundance Kabuki. 
(Rapoport)
Pride In 1984 London, queer radical Mark (Ben 
Schnetzer) browbeats his coterie of fellow gay 
activists into raising funds for coal miners striking 
against P.M. Margaret Thatcher’s firmly anti-union-
ist policies. Their success brings a reluctant 
invitation to visit and receive thanks from one small 
Welsh town of strikers, most of whom are not all 
that enthused to get helped by a buncha poofs. 
But in this loosely fact-inspired crowdpleaser by 
scenarist Stephen Beresford and director Matthew 
Warchus (a UK stage luminary whose only prior 
feature was the unfairly maligned Sam Shepard-
penned Simpatico 15 years ago), adversity 
ultimately creates allegiance and understanding, 
despite such hurdles as ingrained prejudice (repre-
sented by Lisa Palfrey as a particularly homophobic 
miner’s widow) and the still-new AIDS crisis. With 
Imelda Staunton, Dominic West, Paddy Considine, 
and Bill Nighy scattered among both the “pit and 
pervert” types, this feel-good flashback complete 
with a soundtrack full of New Wave oldies hits all 
the right notes even if there are few real surprises in 
the overall tune. (2:00) (Harvey)
The Two Faces of January The first feature 
directed by Hossein Amini, who previously wrote 
screenplays for a rather bewildering array of 
movies (from Thomas Hardy and Henry James 
adaptations to 2011 noir abstraction Drive and 
2012 fairy tale mall flick Snow White and the 
Huntsman), it turns Patricia Highsmith’s 1964 
novel into an elegant wide screen thriller very 
much of a type that might have been shot by 
Hitchcock a half-century ago. And if you still don’t 
think they make them like they used to, there’s 
Viggo Mortensen, Kirsten Dunst, and Oscar Isaac 
doing a damn good job of acting, and looking, like 
glamorous movie stars of yore. Mortensen and 
Dunst’s Chester and Colette MacFarland meet 
Isaac’s Rydal while they’re amid some sort of 
European grand tour in 1962 Athens, and he’s a 
New Jerseyan of Greek descent eking out a living 
as a tour guide for debutantes. Jaded, adventure-
some types, the MacFarlands are intrigued enough 
to hire this openly gawking wannabe for a tour of 
the marketplace, then invite him for dinner. It’s a 
pleasant evening they’d all soon file and forget — 
except that fate brings Rydal back to the couple’s 
hotel, where he accidentally becomes accessory 
to the MacFarlands’ rapidly expanding sinkhole 
of criminality. At the one-hour point, The Two 
Faces of January looks like it might be something 
delicate yet rather simple — a portrait of a doomed 
marriage, its faults exposed by the third party the 
couple must take on amid crisis. But after this 
leisurely yet never boring buildup, Highsmith and 
Amini deliver so many harrowing complications 
you might end up shocked that this ultimately 
quite expansive seeming tale occupies just 96 trim 
minutes. (1:38) Smith Rafael. (Harvey) 2
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Feel the Vibe! Hot Black Chat. 
Urban women and men ready 
to MAKE THE CONNECTION Call 
singles in your area! Try FREE! 
Call 1-800-305-9164 (AAN CAN)
¿Hablas Español? HOT Latino 
Chat.Call Fonochat now & in 
seconds you can be speaking 
to HOT Hispanic singles in 
your area. Try FREE!
1-800-416-3809 (AAN CAN)
Meet singles right now! No 
paid operators, just real people 
like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and con-
nect live. Try it free. Call now: 
800-945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

Where Local Girls Go Wild!
Hot, Live, Real, Discreet! 
Uncensored live 1-on-1 HOT 
phone Chat. Calls in YOUR city! 
Try FREE! Call 1-800-261-4097 
(AAN CAN)

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/
Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 
Call For Instant Offer:
1-888-420-3808
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN)
DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 10 Ameri-
cans or 158 million U.S. Adults 
read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. FREE 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

KILL ROACHES! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Eliminate 
Roaches-Guaranteed. No 
Mess, Odorless, Long Lasting. 
Available at ACE Hardware, The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com 
(AAN CAN)
DIRECTV starting at $24.95/
mo. Free 3-Months of HBO, 
starz, SHOWTIME & CINEMAX. 
FREE RECEIVER Upgrade! 
2014 NFL Sunday Ticket In-
cluded with Select Packages. 
Some exclusions apply - Call 
for details 
1-800-385-9017. (Cal-SCAN)
DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
& High Speed Internet starting 
at $14.95/month (where 
available.) SAVE! Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! CALL 
Now! 1-800-357-0810. 
(Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW 144 million 
U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Call us first. Living 
expenses, housing, medical, 
and continued support after- 
wards. Choose adoptive fam-
ily of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)
Safe Step Walk-In Tub! Alert 
for Seniors. Bathroom falls can 
be fatal. Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 
Off. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-gen-
erated content is so valuable 
it’s taken and repeated, con-
densed, broadcast, tweeted, 
discussed, posted, copied, 
edited, and emailed countless 
times throughout the day by 
others? Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-
6011 or email cec elia@cnpa.
com (Cal-SCAN)
If you or a loved one suffered 
a stroke, heart attack or died 
after using testosterone sup-
plements you may be entitled 
to monetary damages. Call 
877-884-5213. (Cal-SCAN)

MEN’S LIFESTYLE MEDS
Viagra - Cialis – Levitra

USA Pharmacies
Telemedicine Physicians

Overnight Shipping Available
Trusted Since 1998 

800-951-6337
VIAMEDIC.COM

Save 5% using code: CAL14
Coupon exp. 12.31.2014

(Cal-SCAN)
Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order pharma- 
cy will provide you with savings 
of up to 75 percent on all your 
medication needs. Call today 
1-800-273-0209 for $10.00 off 
your first prescription and free 
shipping. (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & Den-
tal Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-480. (Cal-SCAN)
PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions. 866-413-
6293. Void in Illinois/New 
Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN)

Curious About Men? Talk 
Discreetly with men like you! 
Try FREE!
Call 1-888-779-2789
www.guyspy.com (AAN CAN)

$1,000 WEEKLY!! MAILING 
BROCHURES From Home. 
Helping home workers since 
2001. Genuine Opportunity. 
No Experience required. Start 
Immediately www.mailingmem-
bers.com (AAN CAN)
Sr. Engineer, lead development 
across web based projects and 
efforts; create and test new 
software applications. Apply 
to: Peet’s Coffee and Tea, 
1400 Park Ave., Emeryville, 
CA 94608.

Africa, Brazil Work/Study! 
Change the lives of others 
while creating a sustainable 
future. 6, 9, 18 month pro-
grams available. Apply today! 
www.OneWorldCenter.org 
(269) 591-0518 info@One-
WorldCenter.org (AAN CAN)
AVON - Earn extra income with 
a new career! Sell from home, 
work, online. $15 startup. For 
information, call:
877-830-2916. (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW that not only 
does newspaper media reach 
a HUGE Audience, they also 
reach an ENGAGED AUDI-
ENCE. Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-
6011 or email cecelia@cnpa.
com (Cal-SCAN)

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
– Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician.Financial 
aid for qualified students. 
Housing and Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance
800-725-1563 (AAN CAN)
AIRBRUSH MAKEUP ARTIST 
COURSE For: Ads. TV. Film. 
Fashion 35% OFF TUITION - 
SPECIAL $1990 - Train & Build 
Portfolio . One Week Course 
Details at: AwardMakeup-
School.com 818-980-2119 
(AAN CAN)
ATTN: Drivers! Be a Name, Not 
a Number $$$ Up to 50 cpm 
+ Bonuses $$$401k + Fam-
ily Friendly. CDL-A Required 
- (877)258-8782
www.ad-drivers.com
DRIVERS – START WITH OUR 
TRAINING OR CONTINUE YOUR 
SOLID CAREER. You Have Op-
tions! Company Drivers, Lease 
Purchase or Owner Operators 
Needed. 888-891-2195 www.
CentralTruckDrivingjobs.com  
(CalSCAN)
TRUCK DRIVERS! Obtain 
Class A CDL in 2 1/2 weeks. 
Company Sponsored Training. 
Also Hiring Recent Truck School 
Graduates, Experienced Driv-
ers. Must be 21 or Older. Call: 
(866) 275-2349. (Cal-SCAN)

Are you in BIG trouble with the 
IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax re-
turns, payroll issues, & resolve 
tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. 
A BBB. Call 1-800-761-5395. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Do you owe over $10,000 
to the IRS or State in back 
taxes? Get tax relief now! 
Call BlueTax, the nation’s full 
service tax solution firm.
800-393-6403. (Cal-SCAN)

GET CASH LOAN! Buy prop-
erty; Buy low down; Buy no 
down; Buy rentals to live free; 
buy below value; Pay bills & 
taxes; Stop foreclosure; Using 
our cash loan; Ask us how. 
Free quote - No obligation. 
CABRE#00707520.
www.Equity1Loans.com.
Call 661 330 2222.
Hablo Espanol. (Cal-SCAN)
Is Your Identity Protected? It 
is our promise to provide the 
most comprehensive identity 
theft prevention and response 
products available! Call Today 
for 30-Day FREE TRIAL 1-800- 
908-5194. (Cal-SCAN)
Reduce Your Past Tax Bill 
by as much as 75 Percent. 
Stop Levies, Liens and Wage 
Garnishments. Call The Tax DR 
Now to see if you Qualify 1-800-
498-1067. (Cal-SCAN)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. 
A-0360572-00. The following 
is doing business as TOYO 
COMPANY 1106 Brazil Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94112. 
The business is conducted by 
a married couple. Registrant 
commenced business under 
the above-listed fictitious busi-
ness name on: 9/24/1989. 
This statement was signed by 
Yen Ming Hsiang. This state-
ment was filed by Jeanette 
Yu, Deputy County Clerk, on 
9/23/2014. 
Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2014
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME CASE 
NUMBER: CNC-14-550608. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAl-
lister St. San Francisco, CA 
94102. PETITION OF COL- 
LEEN DANA FRALEY for 
change of name. TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti-
tioner COLLEEN DANA FRALEY 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows: Present Name: 
COLLEEN DANA FRALEY. 
Proposed Name: BUNNY COL-
LEEN DANA LARSON-FRALEY. 

THE COURT ORDERS that all 

persons interested in this mat-

ter shall appear before this 

court at the hearing indicated 

below to show cause, if any, 

why the petition for change of 

name should not be granted. 
NOTICE OF HEARING Date: 
12/4/2014. Time: 9:00 AM, 
Room 514. Signed by Har- 
ry M. Dorfman, Presiding 
Judge of Superior Court on 
9/19/2014. 
Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Oil 

Pollution Act of 1990 (33 USC 
2714(c)), the SS JEREMIAH 
OBRIEN has been named as 
the source of a discharge 

of approximately 50 gallons 
of IFO 380 oil into the San 
Francisco Bay on or about 

September 20, 2014. As this 
spill may have impacted your 
vessel or facility, the National 
Liberty Ship Memorial, Inc., is 
accepting claims for certain 
uncompensated damages 

and removal costs. Removal 
costs and damages which 

may be compensated include 
removal costs; damage to 
natural resources; damage 

to or loss of real or personal 
property; loss of subsistence 

use of natural resources; 
loss of government revenues; 
loss of profits and earnings 
capacity; and increased cost 

of public services. Claims 
should be in writing, signed by 
the claimant, for a specified 
amount; and should include 
all evidence to support the 

damages.  Claims presented 
may include claims for interim 

short-term damages rep- 
resenting less than the full 

amount to which the claimant 
ultimately may be enti- 

tled.  It should be noted that 
payment of such claim shall 

not preclude recovery for 
damages not reflected in the 
paid or settled partial claims.  
Claims should be mailed to 

the following address: 
Guerric S.D.L. Russell

Nicoletti Hornig & Sweeney
Wall Street Plaza 88 Pine 

Street, 7th Floor New York, 
New York 10005. Office hours 
are from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
EST, Monday through Friday, 
except holidays.  Claimants 
may call 212-220-3830 for 

information. Any claims which 
are denied or which are not 

resolved within 90 days after 
the date of submission to our 
claims representative may be 
submitted to the US COAST 

GUARD STOP 7100 (ca), 4200 
Wilson Blvd., Suite 1000, 

Arlington, VA 20598-7100 for 
consideration.

SULLIVAN PROPERTIES INC.
West Maui’s Affordable Con-
dos. 1, 2, 3 Bedroom Rentals. 
1-800-332-1238
www.MauiResorts.com

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM 
Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. 
Find your roommate with a 
click of the mouse! Visit: 
http://www.Roommates.com. 
(AAN CAN)

Follow us @sfbayguardian

psychic dream astrology

aries

March 21-April 19
It’ll bring you trouble if 
you’re reactive this week, even 
though it’s only natural to want to defend 
yourself when things don’t go your way. 
Avoid indulging your self-protective impuls-
es; get touchy-feely with your heart instead 
and look for the opportunity to show all 
involved the compassion you deserve.

taUrUs

April 20-May 20
The seeds you sow now will 
take their sweet time to sprout, 
but they will eventually come to fruition. 
Don’t be scared of making lasting changes 
to what you participate in and how you do it 
this week. The only common denominator 
in your life is you, so be the change you wish 
to see, pal. Don’t wait for it to come to you.

gemiNi

May 21-June 21
Even if the changes in your 
life are huge improvements, 
they’re kicking up some deep fears and 
may feel pretty crappy. You’ve got to move 
slowly this week, because no matter how 
down your head is, your heart is heavy and 
overwhelmed. You’re on the right path, so 
be kind to your fears, Twin Star.

caNcer

June 22-July 22
This is not the time for self-in-
dulgence or laziness. You are 
meant to take control of your fate, and to do 
it now. Once you’ve set your sights on your 
goals the trick will be to not get distracted by 
other people’s shit or your own. Honor your-
self by staying true to your vision this week.

leo

July 23-Aug. 22
You need flexibility ’cause 
things are changing all around 
you. It’s unclear if you’re going to like every-
thing that you have to adjust to, but adjust 
you must. This month’s theme is letting 
go, and how you handle it will be defining; 
you’re on the verge of something great, so 
participate, even when it’s uncomfortable.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
There’s always a reason 
not to do it, Virgo, and as a 
thinking person you can see the risk in just 
about anything, but especially matters of 
the heart. This week you are being called 
upon to leave your concerns in a pile and to 
take some emotional risks. You deserve to 
feel love and happiness, so go for it!

liBra

Sept. 23-Oct. 22
You need enough ego energy 
to have confidence in your 
choices and to give you the balls to carry 
them out, but not so much that you end up 
behaving defensively and pushing others 
away. This week will test your ability to hold 
your own without being a weirdo. When in 
doubt talk it out, Libra.

scorpio

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You don’t need to isolate 
yourself to be in contact with 
your innermost self, Scorpio. You’re being 
challenged to have healthy boundaries 
while interacting with people this week. 
Know your limits and be self-loving enough 
to honor them, even when going with the 
flow seems easier.

sagittariUs

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Follow through on your goals, 
Sagittarius. This week you’ll 
be greatly rewarded for doing what you 
said you were going to do, and just as you 
planned it. Don’t wait for the world to hand 
you things, go out and make them happen! 
Now is the time for intentional action.

capricorN

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
The show must go on- 
regardless of what’s disap-
pointing you or hurting your feelings. 
Assert yourself confidently through what-
ever feels like it’s holding you back this 
week (Mercury retrograde be damned)! 
Stay clear about your end game, and 
unwavering on your path, Capricorn.

aQUariUs

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Regardless of your fears of 
failure you have to take some 
risks, Aquarius. You know what you want, 
you just don’t know if you’re brave enough 
to go for it. So here’s your homework: Make 
peace with your instincts for change and 
then boldly pursue your dreams, even if 
you have to take a loss to get there.

pisces

Feb. 19-March 20
You have to choose to be 
happy, and not just once, but 
over and over again. Make it your No. 1 
priority to look for evidence of goodness in 
others and in your life, Pisces. You’re going 
through a lot and it’s OK if it kinda sucks; 
just do your best to make it all worth the 
struggle this week.

Oct. 15-21, 2014
We’re almost there! Mercury will remain retrograde until the 25th.  
Expect delays and double-check your plans until then.

By Jessica laNyadoo
Jessica lanyadoo has been a psychic dreamer for 18 years.  

check out her website at www.lovelanyadoo.com or contact her for an astrology 
or intuitive reading at (415) 336-8354 or dreamyastrology@gmail.com.
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Full Body Massage 

415-585-2222
Open 7 days 10AM-10PM

4565 Mission St (x Norton)

$45/hr
$30/half hr

Bring copy
of ad.

Shower
& Steam 

Room 
Available

J & M HEALTH SPA
Deep Tissue & Swedish Massage

2655 Judah Street 415-655-1367

$45/HR FULL BODY MASSAGE
$35/HR  BODY & FOOT MASSAGE
FREE CUPPING & HOT STONE
OPEN DAILY 10-10     EASY PARKING

EmpirE HEaltH Club

428 O’FarEll St. @ taylOr
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco)

Open 7 days  
a week

10am-midnight

Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted
Now hiring masseuses with permits

Many 
Beautiful 

Asian 
Girls to 
Choose 
From

415-759-8577
2450 Taraval St (SF) 
(Free Parking) * Bring Ad in for $5 Off Body Massage

harmony spa
GranD opEnInG

i NEW YOUNG MASSEUSES i
FOOT MASSAGE:
$19.99/pkg
• Full Body
   Massage
• FREE Sauna
• Table Shower
   Available

3017 Geary Blvd SF

$45/hr

266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF

415-658-7886

VIP Massage
Full Body Massage

Fresh & Clean Location
Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls

Open Daily 10AM-10PM

$10OFF
When you bring

in this Ad

‘TS’ Chick
Knockout

Behind

32 yo, 
5’7”, 36DD, 8”

TS Lucy
Incall Oakland

Lake Merritt
(510) 251-1742

asian
shiatsu
massage

940 Bush St. SF • Free Garage Parking • 415-567-8825
Oriental Healing Center • 2505 Judah Street • 415-566-6666

Licensed & Professional Asian Therapists 
Free Body Scrub & Shampoo • Free Private Garage Parking

Teligence/18+

REAL 
PEOPLE 
REAL 
DESIRE 
REAL FUN

415.765.1796
For More Local Numbers: 1.800.926.6000 
www.livelinks.com

Try for FREE
Ahora en Español

CHATLINETM

SENSATIONAL
MASSAGE

I like to have fun, relax
and enjoy myself.

Maybe you would too?
Available days and evenings.

Incall/Outcall

415-435-7526
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COMPASSIONATE HEALTH

We

match any

local

price
!

PROFESSIONAL 
& AFFORDABLE

(415) 255-1200 
www.GREEN215.com
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 “Best Doctor”

Dr. Hanya Barth

$35
Renewals

from ANY Doctor

www.PriceLessEvaluations.com

PriceLess Evaluations

Licensed Medical Doctors are Providing

$45
New Patients

• High Quality Photo ID Cards and   
   Pocket Recs Available
• 100% Private & Confi dential
• This Coupon is Not Applicable with
   Appointment

San Francisco
Now Open Sundays
415.796.2254

Mon - Sun 11AM - 7PM
3490 20th St. 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94110

WE MATCH
ANY PRICE
WITH PROOF

BEWARE! Some Clinics Come and Go and Your Recom-
mendation Will Be Worthless. Don’t Take A Chance. We 
Are The Oldest And Most Dependable. Only Our Doctors 
Will Support You in Court at Our Expense if needed.

420 EVALUATION CENTERS
100% PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

WE BEAT ANY COMPETITORS PRICE BY $5.

115 N. 4TH ST., SUITE 106
(BETWEEN ST. JOHN & ST. JAMES)
MON-SAT: 10AM-7PM | SUN 12-5
408-998-0980 | SJ420.COM

VALLEJO
432 TENNESSEE ST.
MON-SAT: 10AM-6PM
707-644-1667
VALLEJO420MD.COM

WALK-INS WELCOME

VALLEJOVALLEJO

FREE EVALUATIONS!
(IF YOU DON’T QUALIFY, 

IT’S STILL FREE!)
10% OFF FRIENDS & 

FAMILY SPECIAL

$35
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

MUST BRING AD • 1 PER PATIENT 
*RENEWALS ONLY

AS LOW AS
OPEN 

7 DAYS 

A WEEK $$35353535
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

MUST BRING AD • 1 PER PATIENT 

$$$$$$$$A WEEK $$$$$$$$$$$
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERSNOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERSNOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

MUST BRING AD • 1 PER PATIENT MUST BRING AD • 1 PER PATIENT MUST BRING AD • 1 PER PATIENT 

A WEEK

Invite three friends to get Medical Marijuana Recommendation 
with 420 MD and get yours for FREE**

24 Hours Verification
Valid for a whole year
CA Licensed MD
100% Confidential

2588 Telegraph Ave.
Bekeley, CA 94704

510-204-9999

2633 Telegraph Ave.
Oakland, CA 94612

510-832-5000

2100 Watt Ave. Ste 190
Sacramento, CA 95825

916-480-9000

1630 Oakland Rd. A118
San Jose, CA 95131

408-441-0230

braid it up
SALON

ALL HAIR TYPES & TEXTURES WELCOME

@SF Bay Area/African Hair Braiding
415 378 4413 256 TAYLOR STREET SF

(At Taylor & Ellis Street ) 7 days a week 

HAIR MODELS NEEDED!
Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 

Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com.

“Man is the only kind of varmint sets his own trap, 

baits it, then steps in it.”
— John Steinbeck
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