
Conspiracy Discussion 1 – Some Terminology: Notes

Compiled by Klore.

Red Feather Dictionary ->

Discourse: A special kind of interaction in which "validity claims" are checked out. 

Most of the time, people just talk together about the practical matters at hand. But 

sometimes that which is taken-for-granted is called into question. Habermas 

identifies four validity claims about discourse which may result in distorted 

communication and, thereby need to be examined more closely. In postmodern 

work all that is written or spoken is seen as discourse; claims of objectivity and 

impartiality are presumed to be political tactics which remove truth claims [about 

gender, race, class, or 'reality' from discourse.

Discourse, Lacan's four: Lacan identified four ways of thinking/talking which 

preshape speech and behavior. The first line shows the flow of speech; the second 

depicts the way in which the listener experiences his/her own understanding or 

desire.

Discourse of the Master:

S1 -------> S2

$ <------- a

The authority imposes his/her language/narrative on the other and endeavors to 

convince the other of this knowledge. The underling, receptive to the message, 

experiences an incompleteness, a lack of self-valuation in the words/narrative. 

Despite this, the student reproduces the very knowledge that represses.

Discourse of the University

S2 -------> a

S1 <------- $

The discourse of the university is a more hidden form of the discourse of the 

master. Some governing elite or prevailing paradigm (e.g., the law, a patriarchal 

family, medicine) infused with its unique knowledge/truth, constitutes the other. In 

so doing, however, the other experiences psychic distress in this knowledge. That 

which is missing, left out, leaves desire unspoken and unspeakable.

Discourse of the Hysteric:

$ -------> S1

a <------- S2

The despairing person, alienated from her/his own knowledge/desire, realizes that 

their truth is not affirmed. Thus, the repressed subject endeavors to communicate 

this suffering and angst to the other. The other, however, interprets this suffering 



through only conventional master codes of crime, mental illness, sin or deviancy. 

This response only contributes to the psychic despair and longing of the divided 

subject.

Discourse of the Analyst

a --------> $

S2 <-------- S1

The "revolutionary" subject begins by offering to the other that which is left out 

(pas tout). The other embodies this existence and forges new master signifiers, 

new awarenesses,; desires more compatible with the despairing subject. This 

produces new truths or mythic knowledge. This knowledge, in turn, contributes to 

and affirms what is left out. Here, knowledge is positional and local. This form of 

discourse is found in both religious conversions, social movements, rebellions and 

whole revolutions.

======

CONSPIRACY -

Online Etymology Dictionary ->

conspire

    c.1300, from O.Fr. conspirer, from L. conspirare "to agree, unite, plot," lit. "to 

breathe together," from com- "together" + spirare "to breathe" (see spirit). 

Conspiracy is from 1386; conspiracy theory is from 1909.

WordWeb dictionary ->

Conspiracy -

1. A secret agreement between two or more people to perform an unlawful act

2. A plot to carry out some harmful or illegal act (especially a political plot)

3. A group of conspirators banded together to achieve some harmful or illegal 

purpose

dictionary.com ->

con?spir?a?cy

 



 –noun, plural -cies.

1. the act of conspiring.

2. an evil, unlawful, treacherous, or surreptitious plan formulated in secret by 

two or more persons; plot.

3. a combination of persons for a secret, unlawful, or evil purpose: He joined 

the conspiracy to overthrow the government.

4. Law. an agreement by two or more persons to commit a crime, fraud, or 

other wrongful act.

5. any concurrence in action; combination in bringing about a given result.

Origin:

1325–75; ME conspiracie, prob. < AF; see conspire, -acy; r. ME conspiracioun; see 

conspiration

wikipedia.com ->

Cabal

A cabal is a number of people united in some close design, usually to promote their 

private views and interests in a church, state, or other community, often by 

intrigue. Cabals are sometimes secret societies composed of a few designing 

persons, and at other times are manifestations of emergent behavior in society or 

governance on the part of a community of persons who have well established 

public affiliation or kinship. The term can also be used to refer to the designs of 

such persons or to the practical consequences of their emergent behavior, and also 

holds a general meaning of intrigue and conspiracy. Its usage carries strong 

connotations of shadowy corners, back rooms and insidious influence; a cabal is 

more evil and selective than, say, a faction, which is simply selfish; because of this 

negative connotation, few organizations use the term to refer to themselves or 

their internal subdivisions. Amongst the exceptions is Discordianism, in which the 

term is used to refer to an identifiable group within the Discordian tradition, and in 

the Wawona Tribe, where "Cabal" is used to refer to an internal faction of 

hedonistic conspiratorial members with a revisionist view of the Crimean War[1].

======

POWER -

Red Feather Dictionary ->

Ruling Class: A term (poorly chosen) to refer to a loose assortment of capitalists 

and state functionaries who make the basic decisions in capitalist countries. 

Industrialists, financiers, agribusiness executives, large retail interests, and mass 



media have many conflicting interests but they share a common understanding that 

low costs and high profits are the objectives of capitalism and work together or in 

tacit agreement to oppose anything which threatens profit/cost structures. 

Sometimes the leading capitalists get together via the Committee on Economic 

Development which meets yearly. Often a few corporations which dominate a 

market will have agreements as to price and regions. Many corporations try to 

eliminate competition between themselves and encourage it among their customers 

and opponents. In this context, a "free market" means that customers are 

unorganized while a "free world" means that capitalists are free to seek profit. See 

Power Elite also.

Power, forms of: There are four major forms of power used to reproduce 

inequality: social power, moral power, economic power and physical violence or 

threat of violence. Add to that all the norms and values which legitimate inequality 

as well as all the established practices in everyday life which require compliance 

to inequality. Direct use of power is seldom necessary in 'well socialized' persons 

or in 'well organized' societies.

1. Social Power: this form of power comes from social relationships, social roles, 

and social institutions. When ever one is in a role, one must respond to role-others 

or sanctions/re-socialization ensues. Social life cannot go on unless there is 

response to the requests and needs of others in a role-set; parent-child, teacher-

student, husband-wife, doctor-patient or boss-worker. The question then becomes 

just how much equality is necessary in such relationships.

2. Moral Power: this form of power comes from shared values and religious 

teachings. Even without role relationships, one is expected to respond to the needs 

of unknown others who are defined as persons in law and have social status in a 

group. Conversely, one can rob, maim, murder or ignore those who do not have 

social status in one's own religion or group.

3. Economic Power is the power of money: In societies which use money as the 

primary medium for the transfer of goods [rather than social status], money comes 

to have great power. As Shakespeare said, 'Yellow, precious glittering gold gives 

title, knee and approbation to the thief, plucks the pillow from beneath the head 

and refreshes the hoar leper to the April Day.' When one has no other economic 

system within which to get the necessities and the desires of life, one must get 

money. In capitalism, the only legitimate way is to sell one's labor power. When 

one cannot or will not sell it, one can turn to family, to charity, to crime or to state 

welfare.

4. Physical power: Physical power comes from the fist, club, gun or threat of force. 

It does not always depend upon size or skill in arms but often upon status; small 

men have the moral right to beat women; women do not have the moral right to 

beat large men or small children. States claim a monopoly over physical power; 

racist, sexist and class organized states often allow men, whites, the wealthy or 



ethnic groups the right to use physical force. See Underground structures.

Power-elite thesis: A view advanced by C. Wright Mills, G. William Domhoff and 

others to the effect that power in the United States is concentrated in a relatively 

cohesive and cooperating elite. Big business, big government and big military are 

held to constitute a power bloc wherein the basic political and economic decisions 

are made. Fiscal policy such as taxes, interest rates, money supply, unemployment, 

deficit spending as well as foreign policy, housing starts, energy policy, welfare 

policy, research policy, and much more are said to be set by the interests of the 

power elite. Many would add big unions and a technological elite to the power 

elite.

Power, Alienation of: The practice of claiming and exercising social power by 

some class, party, or ethnic group. If social power emerges only through the 

cooperative efforts of all participants (including those who raise issues and 

criticize practices), then a claim by a small subset of those participants to make 

decisions excludes those who should be included and transforms them into objects 

rather than subjects as is required by Marxian principles.

======

DIALECTIC -

Red Feather Dictionary ->

Dialectic: Greek: dialektos = discourse, debate. In everyday life, dialectics refers 

to a dynamic tension within a given system: a process by which change occurs on 

the basis of that tension and resultant conflict. Fichte coined the triadic process in 

which a dialectic has a 1) thesis, 2) an antithesis, and 3) a synthesis when the 

dialectic has run its course. A dialectic is said to arise since all (A) implies (Not-

A). Schelling applied the dialectic to nature and to history. Marx used a more open 

and progressive conceptualization taken from Hegel's Negation of the Negation; 

thus a class system, possessing many 'negations' will produce a political economy 

which will negate it. [After Kevin Anderson].

In orthodox marxist views, dialectics is raised to science of the general laws of 

society and knowledge (after Engels). In this formulation, the three forms of the 

dialectic are: 1) struggle and unity of opposites; 2) the transition of quantity into 

quality and 3) the negation of a prior negation. An example of the first form of a 

dialectic would be class struggle in which workers and owners clash and out of 

which a new, more humane economic system might/will arise. Of the second, an 

example might be the transformation water into steam with a small quantitative 

rise in temperature and for the third 'law,' a good example might be when 

capitalism [a negative] is destroyed by revolution [another negation].

The concept of the dialectic is hostile to the linearity which is at the core of 

modern science; as such they are much the better explanation of how complex 

systems worked. The rise of Chaos theory gives dramatic empirical support and 



much sharper focus to the concept of the dialectic. See Feedback, forms of.

Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich (1770-1831): A German philosopher whose work 

and its criticism advanced self-understanding of human beings. From Hegel, Marx 

took much; the notion of alienation, the role of labor in creating human 

consciousness, the idea of a continuing 'negation of the negation' [see which] and 

other less tangible contributions such as Hegel's great confidence in sweeping 

analysis and personal insight. To Hegel, Marx gave more. He took an abstract 

Hegel and brought him into the world of loving, struggling, bone-weary workers 

growing daily more miserable in capitalist societies and created the theoretical 

basis for democratic self-government, community and praxis with his critique of 

Hegel. Hegel is used by some to justify fascism since he held that the state 

embodied 'objective spirit' [i.e., that what small rationality was possible in human 

affairs was to be found in the state].

Hegel charted some 272 natural categories which are the grounding of modern 

phenomenology. See Phenomenology, postmodern for a different view of analytic 

categories used in the sciences.

Hegelian dialectic: A view offered by Hegel that all "A" implies "Not A;" that "Not-

A" tends to negate "A"; and that a new "A" emerges out of the conflict between "A" 

and "Not-A". Hegel was concerned to show that one approached absolute 

knowledge by such a process. Marx' critique was that knowledge was a product of 

creative human beings, not an absolute to be approached through a dialectic. Marx 

did, however, accept the principle of the dialectic to account for class conflict and 

social change.

Dialectic materialism: A view espoused by Marx, Engels, and Lenin that 

revolutionary change comes as a result of the contradictions in the concretely 

existing modes of production rather than by

supernatural or mystical reasons. The idea of 'telos' or fate is pushed aside as 

well. Natural stage theory, historical cycles and metaphysical causes are rejected 

in favor of human action and activity in changing the nature of a society. For Marx, 

each economic system may have 'tendencies' which can be seen but they should 

not be taken to be inevitable.

======

MARXISM -

Red Feather Dictionary ->

Marxism: A theory and a method by which community is thought to be created or 

lost, The theory holds that collective production of culture creates community 

while the loss of community arises from treating cultural products as commodities 

to be exchanged for private profit. The method of marxism requires the "relentless 



criticism of everything existent" in terms of how praxis and community are 

affected. Marxism also makes some important assumptions about how the acting 

subject participates in the creation of social facts and the interpretation of physical 

facts. Central to marxist analysis in the present era are the concepts of class, class 

conflict, surplus value, surplus population, class interests, global capitalism and 

social revolution. Marx' critique of capitalism [which see] remains an anchor point 

for progressive politics. Marxist feminists and Black marxists insist, rightly, that 

racism and sexism combine with mode of production to challenge both progressive 

scholars and activists.

Marxist-Leninism: A view that there are five basic principles upon which all 

marxists worthy of the name agree:

a) the theory of surplus value

b) dialectic materialism

c) the class struggle

d) imperialism and

e) the dictatorship of the proletariat. (after Szymanski)

Serious challenges to Dialectic Materialism and the last two principles underlay 

much of the discussion of marxist meetings today. Then too, there is question 

about the role of the working class as sole repository for progressive politics.

Marxist methodology: Those practices by which science and philosophy are united 

with politics in the struggle for revolutionary change. Generally, any research 

effort which makes visible to workers the social sources of oppression as well as 

an effort to make visible a world which might be conducive to praxis and 

community. Marxist research must enlighten, inspire and politicize. It must be 

integrated into progressive social action oriented to Praxis [which see]. As Marx 

said, the point is not to study the world but to change it. See Conflict methodology, 

Standpoint Epistemology. Contrast with Consensus methodology.

Left-wing Marxism: That wing of marxism which emphasizes human 

intersubjectivity, dialectic change, alienation, and historicism. It is criticized as 

being too idealistic (rather than materialism), too subjective (rather than concerned 

with objective relations in capitalist societies) and, in the rejection of the "right-

wing," an obstacle to the development of marxist science. Left-wing marxism 

raises important questions about the role of philosophy, about method and about 

the necessity of cultural and ideological revolution as part of the total social 

revolution.

Legitimation Crises: As the economic crises of capitalism grow (inflation, 

unemployment, obsolescence, loss of markets), the administrative branch of 

government expands into the realm of things usually handled by public discourse. 

The role of history and of traditions shrinks and, in reaction, public opinion 

politicizes settled items like the right to tax, the right to welfare, the right of the 

state to govern.

Dictatorship of the proletariat: Control over the production of political and 



economic policy by a party elite in the name of the workers. Orthodox socialists 

argue for an intermediate stage in which state control of production replaces 

capitalist/elitist control. This stands in sharp contrast to the ideas of Rosa 

Luxemburg who argued for mass democracy from the beginning in setting policy. 

Centralized control, while unmarxist if permanent, is said to be necessary until the 

false consciousness of workers is repaired and until the last vestiges of bourgeois 

mentality are gone. Since the marxist position is that consciousness grows out of 

concrete social relationships in the production of culture, any such dictatorship 

must be short-lived and closely constrained else socialist consciousness is 

aborted. Careerism and sycophancy develops along with self-glorification and the 

cult of the individual and/or elitism.

False consciousness: The inability to identify and act on one's own human 

interests. Marx' assumption was that the class controlling the means of production 

controlled the production of ideas. The ruling class produce ideas which justify its 

own existence. Being powerless, the subjected class readily embraces this set of 

false ideas about what is and what must be. Thus, they embrace as true and 

necessary their own subjugation.

======

SOCIALISM -

Red Feather Dictionary ->

Socialism: Latin: socius = friend or comrade. A system of production where the 

state holds title to most means of production while decisions are made by a central 

planning unit on behalf of the entire society and to the advantage of the entire 

society. "Socialism" is often used when one means communism; one says socialism 

in order to deflect coercion and to avoid emotional resistance to a point. (See 

Communism). Because socialism is akin to state capitalism (which see) it is held to 

a good deal more respectable in the USA than is communism.

Socialism, Bureaucratic: An economic system in which the state [not the workers, 

not the collective] own the means of production and set economic policy. Work is 

organized into formal organizations with hierarchy, chain of command and 

differential rewards. Not to be confused with communism.

Socialism, Christian: A wide spread socialist movement in Christianity in which the 

social justice of Deuteronomy and the Compassion of the Christ figure were 

combined in a call for social justice for the poor and oppressed. R. Niebuhr spent 

most of his career teaching Christian ethics and Theology at Union Seminary in 

New York. He held that changes in social institutions were more important than 

changes in the heart as a way to reduce and redeem 'sin.' He inspired a whole 

generation of American ministers to work for social justice. See Liberation 

Theology for a recent version of Christian socialism; see Buddhism for an old, old 



one.

Socialism, Democratic. In democratic socialism, interactively rich and 

informationally rich discussions and elections are used to set social policy. These 

processes are to be used in every domain of public life; politics, economics, 

religion and education. Compare to republican forms of government in which 

disinterested people vote once every two or four years without much discussion or 

information. It is this last kind of 'democracy' which Plato denounced. As Lenin 

said [but did not always practice]: Socialism cannot be victorious unless it 

introduces complete democracy...' '...unless it wages a many-sided consistent 

...struggle for democracy.'

Socialism (Lemon): A phrase which mocks the quandary in which liberals find 

themselves. Liberals support capitalism but as the accumulation crises worsens, 

the state assumes responsibility for producing labor-intensive, unprofitable goods 

and services while the private sector retains the right to produce high-profit 

capital intensive lines of production. Lemon socialism produces inflation and fiscal 

crises.

Socialism (market): A variety of economic systems in which the wealth produced 

by the labor power of workers go directly to them while some part goes to meet 

collective/community needs. Market socialism attempts to keep the flexibility, 

creativity and productivity of the market along with the social and economic justice 

of collective ownership. (See John Roemer or Lane Kenworthy).

Socialist Humanism: The view that the supreme goal in life is the welfare of the 

human individual. This welfare includes the idea of liberty, equality, social justice, 

brother-sisterhood and access to the material bases for the production of culture. 

The principles of socialist humanism are guided by definite theoretical 

assumptions: (1) that the human individual is a social product, (2) that s/he exists 

only as an "ensemble of social relations," (3) human development rests upon and is 

realized only in the appropriate social conditions and (4) that social conditions 

depend upon the material base and the relationship of individuals have to the 

material base. (After Schaff).

Socialist liberation movements: A wide ranging series of collective efforts to 

overthrow capitalism, especially colonial capitalism; it is led by indigenous 

socialists. The effort has been coordinated from Moscow until recent times.

Socialist revolution: The transformation of society to communism: democratic self-

management by collectives in the production of culture augmenting praxis and 

striving for community. Sometimes (more often than not) socialist revolution 

requires violence. In Chile, socialist revolution was peaceful until the Nixon 

administration and the C.I.A. engineered and financed its violent end. In the Union 

of South Africa, in the various right-wing military dictatorships and in the police 

states, violence will probably play a role in socialist revolution. In the United 



States, the growth in right-wing paramilitary groups and in police technology may 

work to provoke violence in the event of a popular movement toward socialism.

Fabianism: A socialist movement advocating a slow, peaceful and parliamentary 

road to socialism. It was founded in England in 1884 and gets its name from the 

Fabian Society [after a cautious Roman general, Quintus Fabius]. It's most famous 

members are George Bernard Shaw, Sidney and Beatrice Webb, G.D.H. Cole and 

H.G. Wells.

The society founded the London School of Economics and helped found the Labour 

Party. The Labour party looked beyond the immediate wage/work process 

interests of workers to help institute many of the social justice programs; free 

education, health care, housing allowances and pensions for all citizens.

Wikipedia.com ->

The Fabian Society is a British intellectual socialist movement, whose purpose is 

to advance the principles of social democracy via gradualist and reformist, rather 

than revolutionary means. It is best known for its initial ground-breaking work 

beginning late in the 19th century and continuing up to World War I. The society 

laid many of the foundations of the Labour Party and subsequently affected the 

policies of states emerging from the decolonisation of the British Empire, 

especially India. Today, the society is a vanguard "think tank" of the New Labour 

movement. It is one of 15 socialist societies affiliated to the Labour Party. Similar 

societies exist in Australia (the Australian Fabian Society), Canada (the Douglas-

Coldwell Foundation and in past the League for Social Reconstruction) and New 

Zealand.

======

CAPITALISM -

Red Feather Dictionary ->

Capitalism: A system which separates workers from any property rights in the 

means by which they produce culture by their labor. The system transforms the 

social means of subsistence into capital on the one hand and the immediate 

producers into wage laborers on the other hand. Most of the time, capitalism is 

defined as the private ownership of the means of production but that definition 

does not encompass the great harm done to humanity by the system. By claiming 

all (or most) of the means to produce culture as private property, a small class of 

owners preempts material culture to their own comfort while denying the vast 

majority the means to subsistence as well as the means to produce ideological 

culture when they are not working.

Capitalism, advantages of: There are many aspects of capitalism most congenial to 



the human project: it is the most productive economic system in history, it is the 

most flexible, it is the most innovative; it responds to human desire and personal 

preference, it requires a honest and unflinching knowledge process, it often 

requires merit while it tends...only tends...to destroy the ancient structures of 

oppression when it cannot use them.

Capitalism, disadvantages of: Marx argued that there were laws within the 

everyday workings of capitalism which would create misery and lead to its 

destruction. These include: 1) the tendency of the rate of profit to fall, 2) the 

tendency of large firms to buy out or destroy small firms, 3) the tendency to 

transform all goods and services into commodities, 4) the tendency to transfer 

[externalize] costs of production to workers, consumers or the environment, 5) the 

tendency to disemploy workers [surplus labor force] in favor of machines and 

capital intensive production, 6) the tendency to dominate the political process, 7) 

the tendency to control the production of ideological culture [art, science, music, 

literature and religion, 8) the tendency toward economic imperialism, 9) the 

tendency to abandon low profit but essential lines of production [the Law of 

Uneven Development], and 10) the tendency toward revolution. Compare to the 

three capitalist economic laws below.

Capitalism (theory of collapse of): With astonishing insight and genius, Marx laid 

out the dynamics by which capitalism will bring on its own demise. In brief, Marx 

said that capitalism brings into being productive forces which it cannot control and 

which will burst asunder the fetters placed on it by capitalism. Capitalism creates a 

huge productive apparatus at the same time it creates a surplus population by 

replacing workers with machines. It generates demand for products at the same 

time it withholds products in order to get higher prices. It cheapens labor at the 

same time it requires that one labor in order to purchase goods. It brings together 

industrial armies which then constitute a threat to property relations. It must 

create waste even as raw materials come into short supply. It must argue for 

freedom in the market place while growing more bureaucratic in the factory and 

office. It must dis-empower its employees even as they become better educated. 

And it must eliminate other capitalists and thus erode its own power base. All 

these and more create the objective conditions by which social revolution is more 

likely. Even without a communist conspiracy or social reformers (do-gooders, 

bleeding-hearts, and eggheads) capitalism outlives its usefulness. The problems of 

capitalism lay within the system not outside it.

State capitalism: A form of capitalism in which the state guarantees the markets 

and profits of capitalists by military bases overseas and by subsiding many of the 

costs of production. Corporate liberals like it since it solves problems of capital 

accumulation. Small businessmen and hard-hats don't like it since their taxes pay 

for such "welfare to the rich" and they benefit very little from it. Sometimes the 

economic system of the Soviet Union is called "state capitalism" as a term of 

contempt.



State, and Class Struggle: Many socialists see the state as always on the side of 

capital..even when it passes labor laws to protect workers from danger or long 

hours or unrestricted firing; or protects consumers from price-fixing and 

dangerous additives. Some say that the state can be made to work on behalf of the 

workers; that socialists should take state power and use it to build a democratic 

and communist society. Marx argued that state power would 'wither away' under a 

competent socialist government. Marx argued that one should retain the state to 

administer policy but that policy should be democratically determined. See below.

State, Theory of: The nation-state appeared with the rise of capitalism; state 

power was taken away from monarchs and feudal lords through a series of 

revolutions and located in Parliaments, Councils and Congresses. Nations exist 

through written contracts in which certain rights and responsibilities are set forth 

for both the state and for citizens of the state. There is a large number of 

International laws, adopted by the several nations, which further establish and 

regulate the authority of the state. Those on the Right and Left view it as a 

dangerous organ which intrudes and usurps personal rights and class interests.

The marxian theory of the state is that it is an organ created by a society for 1) 

the safeguarding of its general interests against internal and external threat and, 2) 

helping the capitalist class extract profit. After the state comes into being, it 

begins to make itself independent in regard to society. The more independent it 

becomes, the more it becomes the agent of a particular class. The fight against a 

ruling class (or bureaucratic elite: Trotsky) thus becomes a fight against the state 

and its police, hence treason. (After Engels.) For Marx and Engels, the state meant 

the machinery of coercion not of administration. Marx held that administrative 

government was necessary; the only question is how administration of health, 

education, labor and play is to take place under socialism, communism or anarchy.

Monopoly capitalism: A system of highly concentrated production and mass, 

unorganized consumers. Many isolated buyers compete against each other to 

purchase from a few large suppliers. A later stage of capitalism, monopoly 

capitalism creates serious problems of political legitimacy for capitalism by 

squeezing small capitalist out of the class and thus, eroding its own political base. 

Monopoly capitalism also undermines legitimacy by its inflationary practices and 

by corrupting the political process. Liberals think that the problem is monopoly 

while marxists think that capitalism, as a form, leads to bigger monopolies.

Exploitation: This term not only refers to the process by which the wealth is taken 

from the people who produce it, but refers to the more general process by which 

the capacity to produce culture is impaired by claims of private ownership of the 

means to produce both material wealth and culture. Farm workers who don't get 

enough food when working for Del Monte is an example of the first. The use of 

mass media to merchandize commodities instead of public discourse is an example 

of the latter, more general form of exploitation. (After L. Crocker)

Exploitation, super. Wages below the level for the reproduction of labor power. 



Each set of workers needs enough to reproduce itself; to get ready to work the 

next day, week and year. The amount of work needed to do this is called 

Necessary Labor [see which].

End of Ideology: A thesis that all the political questions of a good society have 

been worked out and all that remains is to set up the technical means by which to 

handle social problems. This view (a)tends to freeze society in one historical 

moment and (b)preempts all future history while (c)eliminating human beings from 

the production of political culture. The thesis was put forth by a liberal theorist, 

Daniel Bell. With the collapse of bureaucratic socialism, many in the West believe 

that all economic history has ended, that all that is left to do is to extend capitalism 

to other parts of the world and the system is complete. Chaos/Complexity theory 

teaches us that history never ends; never repeats itself with the precision required 

by 'modern' science.

======

CORPORATISM -

wikipedia.com ->

Corporatism is a system of economic, political, and social organization where 

corporate groups such as business, ethnic, farmer, labour, military, patronage, or 

religious groups are joined together into a single governing body in which the 

different groups are mandated to negotiate with each other to establish policies in 

the interest of the multiple groups within the body.[1] Corporatism views society 

as being alike to an organic body in which each corporate group is viewed as a 

necessary organ for society to function properly.[2] Corporatism is based on the 

sociological concept of functionalism.[3] Countries that have corporatist systems 

typically utilize strong state intervention to direct corporatist policies and to 

prevent conflict between the groups.[4]

The word "corporatism" is derived from the Latin word for body, corpus. This 

meaning was not connected with the specific notion of a business corporation, but 

rather a general reference to anything collected as a body.

Corporatism has been supported from various proponents, including: absolutists, 

conservatives, fascists, progressives, reactionaries, socialists and theologians.[5]

Political scientists may also use the term corporatism to describe a practice 

whereby a state, through the process of licensing and regulating officially-

incorporated social, religious, economic, or popular organizations, effectively co-

opts their leadership or circumscribes their ability to challenge state authority by 

establishing the state as the source of their legitimacy, as well as sometimes 

running them, either directly or indirectly through corporations. This usage is 



particularly common in the area of East Asian studies, and is sometimes also 

referred to as state corporatism. Some analysts have applied the term 

neocorporatism to certain practices in Western European countries, such as the 

Tupo in Finland and Proporz system in Austria.[6] At a popular level in recent 

years "corporatism" has been used in a pejorative context to refer to the 

application of corporatism by fascist regimes[7] or to mean the promotion of the 

interests of private business corporations in government over the interests of the 

public.[citation needed]

======

TECHNOCRACY -

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/technocracy ->

tech?noc?ra?cy

  /t?k?n?kr?si/ Show Spelled Pronunciation [tek-nok-ruh-see] Show IPA

Use technocracy in a Sentence

See web results for technocracy

See images of technocracy

–noun, plural -cies for 2, 3.

1. a theory and movement, prominent about 1932, advocating control of 

industrial resources, reform of financial institutions, and reorganization of the 

social system, based on the findings of technologists and engineers.

2. a system of government in which this theory is applied.

3. any application of this theory.

http://www.enotes.com/oxsoc-encyclopedia/technocracy ->

A revolutionary or governing elite composed of, or drawn from, technical experts. 

See also bourgeoisie.

wikipedia.com ->

Technocracy movement

Technocracy is a form of government in which scientists and technical experts are 

in administrative or decision making management positions.[1] The term came to 

mean government by technical decision making in 1932.[2]

There were a variety of Technocratic groups and organisations in a number of 

countries with a number of scientists, writers and others connected to ideas of 



thermoeconomics, bioeconomics and non-market economics.[3] Some of these 

ideas developed into the concept of an Energy accounting based system, as 

opposed to a price system and the idea of a scientific social design based on 

thermodynamics. Technocracy Incorporated predominated these groups as to 

notability and popularity. That group became a popular social movement during the 

1930s and is still active today. This group calls itself an educational and research 

organisation and continues to advocate a technate design for North America, the 

basis of which is detailed in the publication Technocracy Study Course.[4]

The movement grew rapidly and as a mass-movement its real center was 

California where it claimed half a million members in 1934. Technocracy counted 

among its admirers such people as the novelist H.G. Wells, the author Theodore 

Dreiser and the economist Thorstein Veblen.[5]

------

Technocracy (bureaucratic)

Technocracy is a form of government in which engineers, scientists, and other 

technical experts are in control of decision making in their respective fields. 

Technocracy is a governmental or organizational system where decision makers 

are selected based upon how highly knowledgeable they are, rather than how much 

political capital they hold. Technocrats are individuals with technical training and 

occupations who perceive many important societal problems as being solvable, 

often while proposing technology-focused solutions. The administrative scientist 

Gunnar K. A. Njalsson theorizes that technocrats are primarily driven by their 

cognitive "problem-solution mindsets" and only in part by particular occupational 

group interests. Their activities and the increasing success of their ideas are 

thought to be a crucial factor behind the modern spread of technology and the 

largely ideological concept of the "Information Society."

Technocrats may be distinguished from "econocrats" and "bureaucrats" whose 

problem-solution mindsets differ from those of the technocrats.[1]

In all cases technical and leadership skills are selected through bureaucratic 

processes on the basis of specialized knowledge and performance, rather than 

democratic elections. Some forms of technocracy are a form of meritocracy, a 

system where the "most qualified" and those who decide the validity of 

qualifications are the same people. Other forms have been described as not being 

an oligarchic human group of controllers, but rather an administration by science 

without the influence of special interest groups.[2]

======

SYNARCHY -



Wikipedia.com ->

Synarchism is a term which generally refers to a conservative political philosophy 

focused on solving economic, political, and social problems that are perceived to 

be precipitating anarchy. Viewing society as an organic unity, synarchists aim to a 

create a synarchy - a harmonious society where a corporatist government defends 

social differentiation and hierarchy by encouraging collaboration between social 

classes in order to transcend conflict between social and economic groups. Its 

critics and opponents argue that synarchism is particularly associated with anti-

anarchism, anti-communism, cooptation, elitism, fascism, technocratism, and even 

occultism, although there exists substantive points of disagreement. Both 

"synarchism" and "synarchy" are words that has been used to describe several 

different political processes in various contexts. They have also increasingly been 

used by conspiracy theorists as pejorative synonyms for cryptocracy.[1]

======

AUTHORITARIANISM -

wikipedia.com ->

Authoritarianism describes a form of government characterized by an emphasis on 

the authority of state in a republic or union. It is a political system controlled by 

typically non-elected rulers who usually permit some degree of individual freedom.

[1] [2]
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[edit] Characteristics

Theodore M. Vestal of Oklahoma State University–Stillwater has written that 

authoritarianism is characterized by:

    * "Highly concentrated and centralized power structures," in which political 

power is generated and maintained by a "repressive system that excludes potential 

challengers" and uses political parties and mass organizations to "mobilize people 



around the goals of the government";[3]

    * The following principles:

    1) rule of men, not rule of law;

    2) rigged elections;

    3) all important political decisions made by unelected officials behind closed 

doors;

    4) a bureaucracy operated quite independently of rules, the supervision of 

elected officials, or concerns of the constituencies they purportedly serve;

    5) the informal and unregulated exercise of political power;[3]

    * Leadership that is "self-appointed and even if elected cannot be displaced by 

citizens' free choice among competitors"

    * No guarantee of civil liberties or tolerance for meaningful opposition;[3]

    * Weakening of civil society: "No freedom to create a broad range of groups, 

organizations, and political parties to compete for power or question the decisions 

of rulers," with instead an "attempt to impose controls on virtually all elements of 

society";[3] and

    * Political stability maintained by "control over and support of the military to 

provide security to the system and control of society; 2) a pervasive bureaucracy 

staffed by the regime; 3) control of internal opposition and dissent; 4) creation of 

allegiance through various means of socialization."

Authoritarian political systems may be weakened through "inadequate performance 

to demands of the people."[3] Vestal writes that the tendency to respond to 

challenges to authoritarianism through tighter control instead of adaptation is a 

significant weakness, and that this overly rigid approach fails to "adapt to changes 

or to accommodate growing demands on the part of the populace or even groups 

within the system."[3] Because the legitimacy of the state is dependent on 

performance, authoritarian states that fail to adapt may collapse.[3]

Authoritarianism is marked by "indefinite political tenure" of the ruler or ruling 

party (often in a single-party state) or other authority.[3] The transition from an 

authoritarian system to a democratic one is referred to as democratization.[3]

John Duckitt of the University of the Witwatersrand suggests a link between 

authoritarianism and collectivism, asserting that both are in opposition to 

individualism.[4] Duckitt writes that both authoritarianism and collectivism 

submerge individual rights and goals to group goals, expectations and conformities.

[5] Others argue that collectivism, properly defined, is based on consensus 

decision-making, the opposite of authoritarianism.

[edit] Authoritarianism and totalitarianism

Totalitarianism is generally considered to be an extreme version of 

authoritarianism. Building on the work of Yale political scientist Juan Linz, Paul C. 



Sondrol of the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs has examined the 

characteristics of authoritarian and totalitarian dictators and organized them in a 

chart:[6]

Totalitarianism Authoritarianism

Charisma High Low

Role conception Leader as function Leader as individual

Ends of power Public Private

Corruption Low High

Official ideology Yes No

Limited pluralism No Yes

Legitimacy Yes No

Sodrol argues that the while both authoritarians and totalitarianism are forms of 

autocracy, they differ in "key dichotomies":

    (1) Unlike their bland and generally unpopular authoritarian brethren, totalitarian 

dictators develop a charismatic 'mystique' and a mass-based, pseudo-democratic 

interdependence with their followers via the conscious manipulation of a prophetic 

image. (2) Concomitant role conceptions differentiate totalitarians from 

authoritatians. Authoritarians view themselves as indvidual beings, largely content 

to control; and maintain the status quo. Totalitarian self-conceptions are largely 

teleological. The tyrant is less a person than an indispensable 'function' to guide 

and reshape the universe. (3) Consequently, the utilisation of power for personal 

aggrandizement is more evidence among authoritarians than totalitarians. Lacking 

the binding appeal of ideology, authoritarians support their rule by a mixture of 

instilling fear and granting rewards to loyal collaborators, engendering a 

kleptocracy.[6]

Thus, compared to totalitarian systems, authoritarian systems may also leave a 

larger sphere for private life, lack a guiding ideology, tolerate some pluralism in 

social organization, lack the power to mobilize the whole population in pursuit of 

national goals, and exercise their power within relatively predictable limits.

[edit] Authoritarianism and democracy

This section needs additional citations for verification.

Please help improve this article by adding reliable references. Unsourced material 

may be challenged and removed. (January 2009)

While normally considered to be in opposition to one another, it is possible for 

democracies to be authoritarian. An illiberal democracy (or procedural democracy) 

is distinguished from liberal democracy (or substantive democracy) in that illiberal 

democracies lack some democratic features, such as the rule of law, an 

independent judiciary, separation of powers, civilian control of the military, 

freedom of speech and assembly, and freedom from censorship. The central 

characteristic of an illiberal democracy is that institutional political processes are 

skewed in favor of the incumbent regime. Opposition may be dealt with by means 



of onerous regulations on political organizations in civil society, unfair electoral 

processes (such as difficult nomination rules, barriers to ballot access or extensive 

gerrymandering), manipulation of the media (either by ignoring or distorting 

opposition, or by biased coverage of opposition, often in state-owned press or 

oligarchical mass media). Illiberal democracy has also been termed "electoralism" 

or "soft authoritarianism."

------

Red Feather Dictionary ->

Dictatorship: The rule of one small group over an entire society by force. Often, 

the word is used as if one person or one small party were the 'dictatorship.' Such a 

view is decidedly unmarxist; it takes a lot of people to support dictators and 

reproduce dictatorships. If a lot of people were not direct beneficiary of Nazi, 

Italian, Spanish, Argentinean or Nicaraguan dictatorships, they would wither on the 

vine. There can be no leaders without willing followers [Simmel]. Force and 

ideological hegemony play a part in dictatorships however the objective interests 

of a lot of people are served by dictatorships. See the Great Man theory of History.

Fascism: Latin: fascis = bundle. A bundle of rods [signifying unity of the people] 

was a symbol of authority of Roman magistrates. Now used to refer to a form of 

government in which state power is used to reproduce elite privilege in class, race, 

religious or ethnic inequality. It is marked by Nationalism, Authoritarianism, 

Totalitarianism and Militarism. The fascism state has two main activities: 

suppression of dissent at home usually by force and propaganda and 2) exploitation 

of minorities or other countries to ensure loyalty from the masses at home. Usually 

based in the small business strata and supported by the underclass in its 

desperation, fascism gathers into its hands the entire state apparatus, the army, 

the universities, schools, the press and networks, and all workers organizations. 

Although workers, small business, and the surplus population expect to benefit 

from state power and thus support fascism, the usual case is that big business 

thrives by increasing its share of surplus value and inflation runs wild as the state 

tries to maintain legitimacy either by coercion or by appeals to patriotism and 

nationalism. Deficit spending has been used extensively in the late 20th century to 

preserve legitimacy.

Germany and Italy were the first modern states to try fascism. The best modern 

example is in Brazil (1977). "Out of human dust, fascism unites and arms the 

scattered masses. It gives the petty bourgeois the illusion of an independent force. 

It begins to imagine it will really command the state." Trotsky. See also 

Corporativism.

Fascism, techno-: The use of computers and other electronic devises to monitor 

the behavior of workers, customers, voters, students and petty criminals. These 

range from software which count the numbers/time/topics of employees who use 

the computer to electronic 'dogs' which sniff out all sorts of forbidden chemicals. 



Soon every automobile will come with a chip with which police can monitor speed, 

location and fix their location via communications satellites. A growth industry.

Football: A game in which the object is to move a ball into the space protected by 

a male solidarity. Football began as a contest between hostile villagers in which 

the head of a fallen enemy was kicked back and forth between the villages or 

opposing armies. The Romans brought the game to England some 2000 years ago. 

By the 16th c., the English had adapted it as a forum in which competing classes 

and regions inflicted physical damage on one another in controlled situations. A 

proper match placed goal posts a mile or more apart. Shrove Tuesday was a day in 

which most villages and parishes had one great game before Lent; countrymen 

against city dwellers; merchants against gentlemen, guilds against guilds and 

workers against workers in nearby towns. King Charles forbade the game since it 

injured too many prospective soldiers.

In the modern game in the USA, it is a star system in which the elegance of 

physical grace and skill is used as an envelop into which to insert advertisements; 

as such it helps solve the 'realization problem' of advanced monopoly capitalism.

A Freudian analysis would focus upon the center as the symbolic mother; the ball 

as a phallic symbol and the opposing goal line as the hymen of a forbidden female.

Feminists would note that it reproduces machismo and teaches young men to 

compete and to dominate other young men.

wikipedia.com ->

Fascism

Fascism, pronounced /?fæ??z?m/, comprises a radical and authoritarian nationalist 

political ideology[1][2][3][4] and a corporatist economic ideology. [5] Fascists 

believe that nations and/or races are in perpetual conflict whereby only the strong 

can survive by being healthy, vital, and by asserting themselves in conflict against 

the weak.[6] Fascists advocate the creation of a single-party state.[7] Fascist 

governments forbid and suppress criticism and opposition to the government and 

the fascist movement.[8] Fascism opposes class conflict, blames capitalist liberal 

democracies for its creation and communists for exploiting the concept.[9] In the 

economic sphere, many fascist leaders have claimed to support a "Third Way" in 

economic policy, which they believed superior to both the rampant individualism of 

unrestrained capitalism and the severe control of state communism.[10][11] This 

was to be achieved by establishing significant government control over business 

and labour (Mussolini called his nation's system "the corporate state").[12][13] No 

common and concise definition exists for fascism and historians and political 

scientists disagree on what should be in any concise definition.[14]

Following the defeat of the Axis powers in World War II and the publicity 

surrounding the atrocities committed during the period of fascist governments, the 

term fascist has been used as a pejorative word.[15]



----

Ecofascism, can be used in two different ways:

   1. For specific elements of radical environmentalism which are openly affiliated 

with neo-fascism, or which share conceptual similarities with fascist theories. It is 

used critically from an external source, and somewhat less commonly used from 

within as a self label, to refer to various white nationalist and third positionist 

groups who incorporate environmentalist positions into their ideology.

   2. The term is also used as a political epithet by political conservatives to 

discredit deep ecology, mainstream environmentalism, and other left and non-left 

ecological positions, and less frequently by political leftists to discredit 

environmental movements they see as non-left such as deep ecology.
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[edit] Nazi and Fascist views on ecology

Admiration of nature was a strong theme of the German Nazi party and the 

Wagnerian German romanticism that predated it, and is also a key issue for some 

modern fascist movements. The Nazi government also investigated sustainable 

forestry. The Nazis were at the forefront of conservationism, with Nazi Germany 

having some of the first legally protected wilderness reserves. During their rise to 

power, the Nazis were supported by German environmentalists and 

conservationists, but environmental issues were gradually pushed aside in the 

build-up to the Second World War. [1]

By contrast, non-German forms of fascism for the most part lacked any 

noteworthy ecological strand. [2] One exception was the peasant-based Iron 

Guard of Romania, who saw capitalism, which they associated with Jewry, as being 

destructive to both the Romanian countryside and their Orthodox Christian culture. 

Elsewhere in Europe, ecological concerns were found individually rather than 

collectively, e.g. Julius Evola, an Italian writer and supporter of the Fascist regime 

of Benito Mussolini, who wrote books glorifying a primitive state of nature and 



denouncing modernity. Some have associated French Esoteric Hitlerist and Hindu 

convert Savitri Devi with ecofascism, due to her support for animal rights and 

vegetarianism, which she linked to a condemnation of Jewish dietary practices.

When seeking to understand the environmentalism, vegetarianism, and animal 

rights policies of Nazi and neo-Nazi groups, one must be aware that these ideas 

are in no way divorced from these groups' emphasis on Arthur de Gobineau's ideas 

of biology, eugenics, and social Darwinism.[citation needed] Their concept of 

racial hygiene was seen as cleansing the human genetic stock, much as ecology 

cleans the environment. All of these concepts have a common thread, emphasising 

the importance of nature, and man's duty to behave as steward .[citation needed]

======

GOVERNMENTALITY -

wikipedia.com ->

Governmentality is a concept first developed by the French philosopher Michel 

Foucault in the later years of his life, roughly between 1977 and his death in 1984, 

particularly in his lectures at the Collège de France during this time. The concept 

has been elaborated further from an "Anglo-Neo Foucauldian" perspective in the 

social sciences, especially by authors such as Peter Miller, Nikolas Rose and 

Mitchell Dean. Governmentality can be understood as:

    * the way governments try to produce the citizen best suited to fulfill those 

governments' policies,

    * the organized practices (mentalities, rationalities, and techniques) through 

which subjects are governed[1].

Governmentality may also be understood as:

    * the "art of government" (Burchell 78),

    * "governmental rationality" (Gordon 1991: 1),

    * a ‘guideline’ for the analysis [Foucault] offers by way of historical 

reconstructions embracing a period starting from Ancient Greece (sic) through to 

modern neo-liberalism”(Lemke 2)

    * “The Techniques and strategies by which a society is rendered governable” 

(Jones 174)

[...]

The semantics of governmentality

This term is made by the “…linking of governing (“gouverner”) and modes of 

thought (“mentalité”)” (Lemke 2). To fully understand this concept, it is important 



to realize that in this case, Foucault does not only use the standard, strictly 

political definition of “governing” or government used today, but he also uses the 

broader definition of governing or government that was employed until the 

eighteenth century (Burchell 90). That is to say, that in this case, for Foucault, 

“…’government’ also signified problems of self-control, guidance for the family 

and for children, management of the house hold, directing the soul, etc” (Lemke 2). 

In other words, for our purposes, government is “…the conduct of conduct…” 

(Foucault in Burchell 48).

Basic definition of governmentality

In his lectures at the Collège de France, Foucault often defines governmentality as 

the "art of government" in a wide sense, i.e. with an idea of "government" that is 

not limited to state politics alone, that includes a wide range of control techniques, 

and that applies to a wide variety of objects, from one's control of the self to the 

"biopolitical" control of populations. In the work of Foucault, this notion is indeed 

linked to other concepts such as biopolitics and power-knowledge.

The concept of "governmentality" develops a new understanding of power. 

Foucault encourages us to think of power not only in terms of hierarchical, top-

down power of the state. He widens our understanding of power to also include the 

forms of social control in disciplinary institutions (schools, hospitals, psychiatric 

institutions, etc.), as well as the forms of knowledge. Power can manifest itself 

positively by producing knowledge and certain discourses that get internalised by 

individuals and guide the behaviour of populations. This leads to more efficient 

forms of social control, as knowledge enables individuals to govern themselves.

"Governmentality" applies to a variety of historical periods and to different specific 

power regimes. However, it is often used (by other scholars and by Foucault 

himself) in reference to "neoliberal governmentality", i.e. to a type of 

governmentality that characterizes advanced liberal democracies. In this case, the 

notion of governmentality refers to societies where power is de-centered and its 

members play an active role in their own self-government, e.g. as posited in 

neoliberalism. Because of its active role, individuals need to be regulated from 

'inside'. A particular form of governmentality is characterized by a certain form of 

knowledge ("savoir" in French). In the case of neoliberal governmentality (a kind of 

governmentality based on the predominance of market mechanisms and of the 

restriction of the action of the state) the knowledge produced allows the 

construction of auto-regulated or auto-correcting selves.

In his lecture titled Governmentality, Foucault gives us a definition of 

governmentality. “1.The ensemble formed by the institutions, procedures, analyses 

and reflections, the calculations and tactics that allow the exercise of this very 

specific albeit complex form of power, which has as its target population, as its 

principal form of knowledge political economy, and as its essential technical means 

apparatuses of security. 2. The tendency which, over a long period and throughout 



the West, has steadily led towards the pre-eminence over all other forms 

(sovereignty, discipline, etc) of this type of power which may be termed 

government, resulting, on the one hand, in formation of a whole series of specific 

governmental apparatuses, and, on the other, in the development of a whole 

complex of savoirs. 3. The process, or rather the result of the process, through 

which the state of justice of the Middle Ages, transformed into the administrative 

state during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, gradually becomes 

‘governmentalized’.” (Burchell, Gordon and Miller, 1991: 102-103)

======

NEW WORLD ORDER -

Red Feather Dictionary ->

New World Order: The polite term for the capitalist world system. This phrase 

refers to a model of global economy in which some 1000 huge multi-national firms 

produce and distribute goods across national borders. When one looks more 

closely, one can see a hierarchy of nations; a core in which most of these firms are 

located; at the top is the Group of Seven [which see]; then there is a layer of NICs 

[newly industrial states: Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia]; below 

them are semi-feudal states including most of the Islamic nations and the more 

industrial African, Latin American and Asian nations. At the bottom are the 'basket 

cases,' some 20 or so nations which are very, very poor and which cannot compete 

on the world market. See Capitalist world system/economy.

wikipedia.com ->

New World Order (conspiracy theory)

In conspiracy theory, the term "New World Order" (the capital letters are 

distinguishing) refers to the advent of a cryptocratic or totalitarian one-world 

government.

The common theme in conspiracy theories about a New World Order is that a 

powerful and secretive group of globalists is conspiring to eventually rule the 

world through an autonomous world government, which would replace sovereign 

states and other checks and balances in international power struggles. Significant 

occurrences in politics and finance are speculated to be caused by an extremely 

influential cabal operating through many front organizations. Numerous historical 

and current events are seen as steps in an on-going plot to achieve world 

domination through secret political gatherings and decision-making processes.

Prior to the early 1990s, New World Order conspiracism was limited to two 



subcultures, primarily the militantly antigovernment right, and secondarily 

Christian fundamentalists concerned with end-time emergence of the Antichrist. 

Social critics, such as political scientist Michael Barkun, have expressed concern 

that paranoid conspiracy theories about a New World Order have now not only 

been embraced by the far left but have seeped into popular culture, thereby 

inaugurating an unrivaled period of millenarian activity in the United States of the 

late 20th and early 21st centuries. They warn that this development may not only 

fuel lone-wolf terrorism but have devastating effects on American political life, 

such as producerist demagogy influencing elections as well as domestic and 

foreign policy.[2][3][4][5][6]


