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Transcript of Interview o£ Vietnam War Veteran on

Following is a transcript of
an interview with Paul Meadlo,
Vietnam veteran, by Mike Wal-
lace on the Columbia Broad-'

casting System Radio Network
last night:

MEADLO: Captain Medina
had us all in a group, and oh*
he briefed us, and I can't re-
member all the briefing.

WALLACE: How many of
them were you? A. Well, with
the mortar platoon, I'd say*

there'd be about 65—65 peo-
ple, but the mortar platoon
wasn't with us. And I'd say
the mortar platoon had about
20—25—about 25 people in
tfce mortar platoon. So we
didn't have the whole com-
pany in the Pinkville* no we
didn't

Q, There weren't about 40-
45 a. . . . right. . . .

Q.—that took part in all

of this? A. Right.

Q. Now you took off from
your base camp—A. • . . yes
—Dolly.
Q Dolly. At what time?

A. I wouldn't know what
time it was . . .

Q. ... in the early morn-
ing ... A. ... In the early,

morning. It was—it would
have been a long time ago.

Q. And what had you been
briefed to do when you got
to Pinkville?

A. To search and to make
sure that there weren't no
N.V.A. in the village and
expecting to fight—when we
got there . . .

Q. To expect to fight? A.
To expect to fight.

Q. Un-huh. So you took off

and—in how many choppers?

A. Well, I'd say the first

wave was about four- of us

—

I mean four choppers,

and « • •

Q. How many men aboard
each chopper?

A. Five of us. And we
landed next to the village,

and we all got on line and
we started walking toward
the village. And there was
one man, one gook in the
shelter, and he was all

huddled up down in there,

and the man called out and
said there's a gpok over here.

Q. How old a man was
this? I mean was this a
fighting man or an older
man? A. An older man. And
the man hauled out and said
that there's a gook over
here, and . then Sergeant
Mitchell hollered back and
said shoot him.

Q. Sergeant Mitchell was
in charge of the 20 of you?
A. He was in charge of the
whole squad. And so then
the man shot him. So we
moved on into the village,

and we started searching up
the village and gathering
people and running through
the center of the village.

Q. How many people did
.you round up? A, Well, there
was about 40-45 people that
we gathered in the center of
the village. And we placed
them in tji/ere, and it was like

a little island, right there in
the center of the village. Yd
say. And

—

Q. What kind of people-
men, women, children? A.
Men, women, children..

'I Want Them Dead'
Q. Babies?
A. Babies. And we all

huddled them up. We made
them squat down, and Lieu-

tenant Calley came over and
said, you know what *to do
with them, don't you? And
I said Yes. So I took it for

granted that he Just wanted
us to watch them. And he
left, and came back about
10 or 15 minutes later, and.
said, how come you ain't

killed them, yet? And I told

him that I didn't think you
wanted us to kill them, that

you just wanted us to guard
them. He said, no, I want
them dead. So

—

Q. He told this to all of

you, or to you particularly?

A. Well, I was facing him.

So, but the other three, four

guys heard it and so he
stepped back, about 10, 15

feet, and he started shooting

them. And he told me to start

shooting. So I started shoot-

ing, I poured about four clips

into the group,

Q. You fired four clips

from your ... A. M-16.

Q. And that's about—how
many clips — I mean how
many <— A. I carried seven-

teen rounds to etch clip.

Q. So you fired something
like 67 shots—A. Right.

Q. And you killed how
many? At that time?

A. Well, I fired them on
automatic, so you can't —
you just spray the

.
area . on

them and so you can't know
how many you killed 'cause

they were going fast So I

might have killed ten or fif-

teen of them.

Q. Men, women and chil-

dren? A. Men, women and
children.

Q. And babies? A. And
babies.

Q. Okay, then what? A. So
we started to gather them
up, more people, and we had
about seven or eight people,

that we was gonna put into

the hootch, and we dropped

a hand grenade in there with
them.

Q. Now you're rounding up
more?

A. We're rounding up more,
and we had about seven or

eight people. And we was go-

ing to throw them in the

hootch, and well, we put
them in the hootch and then
we dropped a hand grenade
down there with them. And
somebody holed up in the ra-

vire, and told us to bring

them over to the ravine, so

we took them back out, and
led them over to— and by
that time, we already had
them over there, and they had
about 70-75 people all gath-

ered up. So we threw ours

in with them and Lieutenant

Calley told me, he said,

Meadlo, we got another job

to do. And so he walked
over to the people, and he
started pushing them off and
started shooting . . .

Q. Started pushing them
off into the ravine?

A. Off into the ravine. It

was a ditch. And so we start-

ed pushing them off and we
started, shooting them, so

altogether we just pushed
them all off, and just started

using . automatics on them.

And then—

—

Q. Again — men, women,
children? A. Men, women End
children.

Q. And babies?
A. And babies. And so we

started shooting them, and
somebody told us to switch

off to single shot so that we
could save ammo. So we
switched off to single shot,

and shot a few more rounds.

And after that, I just—we
just— the company started
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gathering up again. We start-

ed moving out, and we had
a few gooks that was in— as

we started moving out, we
had gooks in front of us that
was taking point, you know.

Q. Uh-huh. A. —and as
we walked—r-

Q. Taking point. Youmean
out in front?. To take any
fire that might come.

Stepped* on Land Mine

A. Right. And so we started
walking across that- ;fiel<L

And so later .on t^at' day.
they picked them ujp,. and
gooks we had, and I reckon
they took them to; Ghu Lai
or some camp that they was
questioning them, so: I don't

know what they done with
them. So we set up [indis-

tinct] the rest of the night,

and the next morning we
started leaving, leaving the
perimeter, and I stepped on a
land mine next day, next
morning.

Q. And you came back to
the United States. A. J came,
back to the United States;

and lost a foot out of it.

Q. You feel

—

A. I. feel cheated because
the V.A. cut my disability

like they did, and they said

that my stump is well healed,
well padded, without tender-
ness. Well, it's well healed,

but it's a long way from
being well padded. And with-
out tenderness? It hurts all

the time. I got to work eight

hours a day up on my foot,

and at the end of the day
I can't hardly stand it. But
I gotta work because I ^gotta

emake a living. And the V.A.
don't give me enough money
to live on as it is.

Q.. Veterans Adrninistra*

tion.iA. Right So—
Q. Did you feel any sense

ofiretribution'to yourself the

day after? A* Well,, I felt that

I was. punished fox what Yd
done, the next morning. Later

on in that day, I felt like. I

was being punished.

Q, Why did you do it? A,
Why did I do it? Because I

felt like I was ordered to do
it, and it seemed like that,

at the time I felt like I was
doing the right thing, because
like I said I lost buddies. I

lost a damn good buddy, Bob-
by Wilson, and it was on my
conscience. So after I done
it, I felt good, but later on
that day,' it was getting

to me.
Q. You're married? A. Right.

Q. Children? A. Two.
Q. How old? A. The boy v$

two and a half, and the little

girl is a year and a half.

Q. Obviously, the question
comes to my mind . . . the

father of two little kids like

that . • . how can he shoot
babies? A. I didn't have the
little girl. I just had the little

boy at the time.

Q. Uh-huh. How do yon
shootbabies? A.I don't know.
It's just one of them things.

Q. How many people would 1

you imagine were lolled that

day? A. I'd say about 370.

Q: How do you arrive at

that figure? A. Just looking.

Q. You' saw, you think,

that many people, and you
yourself were responsible for

how many of them? A. I

couldn't say.

Q. Twenty-five? Fifty? A.

I couldn't say . . . just too

many. *

Q. And how many men did

the actual shooting? A- Well*

I really couldn't say that,

either* There was other • » ,

there was another platoon in

there and « * but I just

couldn't say how many.

Q. But these civilians were

lined up and shot? They
weren't killed by cross-fire?

A. They weren't lined up.*,

they [were] just pushed in a

ravine or just sitting, squac-

ting . . . and shot
Q. What did these civilians

—particularly the women and
children,"the old men—what
did they do?' What did they
say to you? A, They weren't
much saying to them. They
[were] just being pushed and
they were doing what they
was told to do.

*It Was - . • Mostly Revenge*

Q. They weren't begging or
saying, "No . . . no," or—A*
Right, they was begging and
saying, "No, no." And the *

mothers was hugging their

children and, but they kept
right on firing. Well, we kept
right on firing. They was
waving their arms and beg-
ging

Q, Was, that your most
vivid memory of what you
saw? A. Right.

Q. And nothing went
* through your mind or heart?

A. Many a times . . many
.

a times . . .

Q; While you were doing
it? -A. Not while I was doing

. it.. I just seemed like it was
the natural thing to do at the

time. I don't know. It just

—

I was getting relieved from
what I'd seen earlier over

there.

Q. What do you mean? A.

Well, I was getting . , • tike

the . , . my buddies getting
killed or wounded or—we
weren't getting no satisfac-
tion from it, so what it really
was, it was just mostly Re-
venge. • *

Q. Yon call the Vietnamese
"gooks?" A. Gooks.

{
Q. Are they people to you?

Were they people to you&
A. Well, they were people.

But it was just one of tbtem
words that we just pickedjup
over there, you know. Just
any word you pick up. That's
what you call people, and
that's what you been called.

Q. Obviously, the thought
that goes through my mind
—I spent some time oVer
there, and I killed in the sec-
ond war, and so forth. But
the thought that goes throiigh

your mind is, we've raided

such a dickens about what
the Nazis did, or what fee
-Japanese did, but particu&r-

' ly what the Nazis did in the
second world war, the brutal-

ization and "so forth, you
know. It's hard for a g4bd
many Americans to under-
stand that young, capable,

American boys could lineJip
Told men, women and cmi-

* oxen and babies and sh&t
them down in cold blogd.

How do you explain that?j
A. I wouldn't know. §
Q. Did you ever dream

about all of this that w&t
on in Pinkville? A. Yes, I did

. . and I still dream about
it.* i

Q. What kind of dreaiffs?

A. I see the women and chil-

dren in my sle^p. Some days
. . . some nights, I can't even
sleep. I just lay there think-

ing about it


