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Profit put before safety, says Labour 

Storm on cut 
in checks for 
gas pipe leaks 

By Jonathan Prynn and Philip Bassett 

* •>-' hkeljt 
offratea 

BRITISH GAS was plunged 
into fresh controversy yester¬ 
day after it emerged that it is 
to cut from £9 million to £1 
million the amount it spends 
annually on checking for gas 
leaks. 

The move provoked a storm 
of protest from the Gas Con¬ 
sumers Council, trade unions 
and Labour, whose spokes¬ 
man, Nigel Griffiths, claimed 
that the company was putting 
profits before public safety. 
: The cut is the latest in a 
string of public relations set¬ 
backs for British Gas since 
November, when it disclosed 
that its chief executive, Cedric 
Brown, was receiving a 75 per 
cent rise in salary to £475.000. 
It then emerged that show¬ 
room staff are to have their 
pay reduced. 

The move to reduce die 
amount spent on systematic 
checks of the pipeline system 
was revealed by the Labour 
Party after it obtained a leaked 
memorandum from TransCo, 
rhe British Gas division re¬ 
sponsible for die pipeline sys¬ 
tem. The Opposition, plans to 
table amendments to the Gov¬ 
ernment's new gas Bin next 
month giving the Governmen t 
the final say over any future 
proposed changes to safety 
checks. 

But British Gas defended its 
decision last night, on die 
ground that replacement of 
the pipeline system meant that 
fewer checks were needed. Tbe 
policy of immediate response 
to any leak was unchanged. 

The TransCo note warns 
regional gas offices to expect 
“safety issues” being raised as 
a result of the decision. 
TransCo said it had decided to 

Brown: another setback 
after row over his pay 

cut the spending after an 18- 
month review; it would not 
mean a reduction in safety. 

Harry Moulson. the compa- 
■ ny’s managing director, said 
that TransCo had been spend¬ 
ing between £500 million and 
£800 million a year replacing 
pipelines over die past 10 
years and die entire system 
would have been replaced 
within two years. “Prevention 
is better than cure." he said. 

Mr Griffiths, 1 Labours 
Shadow Consumer Minister, 
condemned die way in which 
the cut was “planned and 
implemented in secret*. He 
demanded a freeze on die cuts 
pending an enquiiy from Tun 
Eggar, the Energy Minister. 
“British Gas used to be a by¬ 
word for safety." he said. “The 
memo shows this philosophy 
is being abandoned.” 

Ian Pcrwe, director of the 
Gas Consumers Council, said 
it. was difficult to believe that 
such cuts could be made “on a 
project which is vital to the 
safety of these pipelines" with¬ 
out safety being risked. 

The council called on the 
Health and Safety Executive 
to investigate the effect of the 
cuts. 

British Gas’s embarrass¬ 
ment was compounded by the 
separate revelation that it 
plans to cut the time engineers 
will spend mending faults and 
ensuring that supplies are 
fully restored- Dave Stirzaker, 
head of gas at at the trade 
union Unison, said die pro¬ 
posals “reflects the new hard¬ 
hearted commercialisation of 
British Gas." 

Of gas, the gas industry 
regulator, sought assurances 
from British Gas yesterday 
that in making the changes it 
would continue to comply with 
agreed safety standards. 

The company said there 
would be no difference to its 
commitment to safety stan¬ 
dards. These require it to turn 
out within one hour to deal 
with any uncontrollable gas 
supply leak, and two hours to 
a leak which can be switched 
off, and to offer certain cus¬ 
tomers - including the elderly 
and disabled - a safety check of 
all their gas equipment within 
28 days of connection. 
□ There have been three 

gas-related incidents over-the 
holiday period. Last Thurs¬ 
day, three members of a 
family escaped when their 
cottage at Keyusham. Avon, 
was destroyed in agas explo¬ 
sion. On Christmas Eve five 
families were evacuated from 
their homes in Bath because of 
a major leak, and on Christ-, 
mas Day Peter Fox, 25, and 
Melanie Downes. 23. were 
found dead in front of a gas 
fire at their home in Ports lade. 
East Sussex. Hereford Cathedral towers above flooded rugby pitches after heavy rains yesterday 

Fanny Cradock, TV’s 
star cook, dies at 85 

By Alan Hamilton 

COO KERY-as-entertainment 
has lost one of its earliest and 
greatest stars with the death in 
ah East Sussex nursing home 
of Farmy Cradock at the age of 
85 after a short illness. 

Withher long-suffering hus¬ 
band Johnnie, who died in 
1987, Mrs Cradock attracted 
-an enormous television follow¬ 
ing in the late Fifties and 
-Sixties by cooking for the 
camera dressed in pink satin 
ballgown, fox fur and dia¬ 
monds. A larger-than-life im¬ 
possibly rude English eccen¬ 
tric, she did for the word 
“stjuffl#" what Darae Edith 
Evans did for “handbag". 

Her agent and long-stand¬ 
ing friend Rosemary Bromley 
said yesterday: “You either 
loved or hated her. She could . 

Day-long Russian attack gives 
lie to pledge to ‘liberate’ Grozny 

be preposterous in restaur¬ 
ants: she was famously rude 
and could not stand crawlers. 
To say she was not bland 
would be an understatement, 
but she was a marvellous cook 
and a consummate friend." 

Fanny — real name Phyllis 
— and her husband made 
their first television appear¬ 
ance as a team in February 
1955c they wrote hundreds of 
newspaper columns, and 
more than 100 books. 

Her cooking style was that 
of reckless abandon, tossing 
eggs and butter wflty-nUly into 
frying pans while sippmg 
champagne, yet ending up 
with elaborate confections.;' 

John Diamond, page 14 
Obitaaiy, page 19 

from Richard Beeston 

IN GROZNY AND 
Anatol Lieven IN MOSCOW 

RUSSIAN forces launched a 
sustained day-long attack 
against die besieged city of 
Grozny yesterday, pounding 
Chechen positions on several 
fronts and advancing to with¬ 
in five miles of the breakaway 
capital's centre. 

The attack came as one of 
President Yeltsin’s closest ad¬ 
visers said that Russian troops 
would drive out the Chechen 
fighters. Oleg Lobov, Secre¬ 
tary of the National Security 
Council, said: “Grozny will be 
freed • from illegal armed 
forces, mercenaries and crimi¬ 
nals. It will not be stormed, 
but it will be liberated... The 
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liberation of Grozny wifi be 
carried out step by step, dis¬ 
trict by district If there is 
strong resistance, it will take a 
little more time. But we don’t 
want to spend months." 

In one of the heaviest days of 
fighting since Russian troops 
entered Chechenia more than 

two weeks ago. heavy dashes 
could be heard to north, east 
and west. The Russian Gov¬ 
ernment press service said its 
armed forces had begun “real 
actions to move towards the 
outskirts of Grozny". 

The most sustained battle 
was in the suburb of Khan- 
kala, about five miles to the* 
south-west where lightly 
armed Chechen ground forces 
halted a large Russian 
armoured column. Russian 
aircraft destroyed an orphan¬ 
age near the centre of Grozny, 
amazingly without injury to 
children or staff. The attack 
came barely a day after Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin said that civilian 
targets would not be hit - 

On the front line we saw 
small squads of Chechens, 

[••J N ‘4 

mainly with rifles and anti¬ 
tank weapons, weaving 
through a deserted housing 
estate to reinforce forward 
positions a few hundred yards 
away. Despite constant air 
and artillery bombardment, 
they seemed well organised 
and highly motivated. 

“They gained about three 
kilometres today, but they are 
exposed and in no position to 
move any further." said 
Shamil Besaev. a Chechen 
commander. “Do not worry, 
they will never take Grozny." 
Last night there were reports 
that Chechen forces had shot 
down two Russian air- 
craftsouth of Grozny. 

Orphanage bombed, page 12 
Yeltsin's gamble; page 16 
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Flood alert as 
swollen rivers 
threaten towns 

and traffic 
By Dominic Kennedy 

FLOOD alerts went out last 
night as rivers in rain-lashed 
areas of England and Wales 
rose to dangerous levels. More 
flooding was predicted fur 
today as torrential rain and 
strong winds were due to 
sweep the British Isles. 

in the West Midlands, the 
National River Authority is¬ 
sued more than 25 flood 
warnings yesterday. In Staf¬ 
fordshire. a canal at Aston. 
Stone, flooded and amber 
alerts were issued for the 
Severn at Shrewsbury and 
Welshpool. 

The Bristol Channel was 
swept by violent gales which 
brought havoc to the roads 
and renewed police warnings 
to drivers. The £100 million 
section of the M4 over the 
Neath at Briton Ferry, opened 
only two weeks ago, was 
closed to traffic because of 
dangerous gusts. 

Emergency services were on 
standby in South Wales, bat¬ 
tered by gales and deluged by 
more than seven inches of rain 
since Boxing Day. as they 
faced the worst flooding since 
December 1991 With more 
heavy rain and gales of up to 
70mph forecast, defences in 
several town centres, includ¬ 
ing Pontypridd and Bridgend 
in Mid Glamorgan, awaited 
their biggest test for two years. 

River authority staff at 
emergency control centres 
were holding a 24-hour vigil at 
infamous flood spots and max¬ 
imum alert “red warnings" 
remained in force on the rivers 
Taff. Ely. Rhondda. Ogmore. 
Uynfi and Ewenny as well as 
the Wye and Dyfi in Mid 
Wales. 

There was a narrow escape 
yesterday for John Gordon, 
46, an officer of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, after the 
river Torridge burst its banks 
in Devon. He was off duty on 
Tuesday evening when he was 
called to Bridge Farm in 

Sheepwash, near Haiher- 
leigh. to help save SO sheep 
stranded in fields b\ rising 
flood water. The village of 
Sheepwash is believed locally 
to derive its Anglo-Saxon 
name from a history of exten¬ 
sive Hooding, frequently leav¬ 
ing animals trapped. 

Mr Gordon, a field chief 
inspector, was in a rescue 
party of five RSPCA officers 
and two fire crews. They 
decided to herd the sheep into 
two boats and ferry them to 
dry land. Willi torches to 
guide them through the night, 
the men. wearing lifejackets. 

Gordon: battle to save 
marooned sheep 

braved severe gusts to carry 
the boats over flooded fields 
and through gates to where 
the animals were stranded. 

“The water was waist-high 
when we got there,” said Mr 
Gordon from his hospital bed 
yesterday. “We waded out to 
the sheep. We managed to get 
somesheep in the boat but 
then some of the sheep pan¬ 
icked and started running 
towards the flooded river. We 
tried to cut them off. It was 
then that it happened." Mr 
Gordon fell into the river and 
was swept 30 yards down 
stream. “Inspector John Nor- 

Continued on page 2, col 5 
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Demand for 
HUW EVANS 

university 
places goes 
up by 2% 
By John O’Leary, education editor 

A RISE in applications for 
university places has con¬ 
founded fears that student 
poverty and poor job prospects 
for graduates had ended the 
ten-year boom in demand for 
higher education. 

Enrolments in higher edu¬ 
cation dropped slightly this 
autumn, with universities fac¬ 
ing financial penalties if they 
breached the Government's 
recruitment guidelines. Ad¬ 
missions tutors braced them¬ 
selves for a collapse in the 
market this year. 

When the dosing date 
passed this month, however, 
the Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service had re¬ 
ceived 347,700 applications, an 
increase of 2 per cent on last 

‘Cut-throat’ 
competition 
for students 

year. When late applications 
are included, UCAS expects 
the level of competition for 
places to be almost unchanged 
for the third successive year. 

Tony Higgins, chief execu¬ 
tive of UCAS. said: “The 
position is a lot better than 
most people expected Every¬ 
body has been saying that we 
have reached the top and are 
going downhill but there is 
still plenty of demand for 
higher education." 

Preliminary analysis of this 
year's applications suggests 
that the growing number of 
students taking new General 
National Vocational Qualifi¬ 
cations may be responsible for 
the rise. Mr Higgins said: “A 
lot of applicants taking 
GNVQs seem to be people 
who would not normally have 
gone on to higher education, 
and tens of thousands more 
will finish courses in the 

ONE further education coll¬ 
ege m five could dose over 
the next three years, manage¬ 
ment consultants claim today 
in a report that predicts cut¬ 
throat competition for stu¬ 
dents (John O’Leary writes). 

Martin Davies, director of 
KPMG Peal Marwick s Nat¬ 
ional Education Service, says 
at least 100 colleges may not 
survive the rapid changes 
under way in the fastest- 
growing sector of education. 
The result is expected to be 
larger colleges producing 
better results. 

The 500 colleges are plan¬ 
ning to take 20 per cent more 
students over the next three 
years, with an enrolment of 
800.000 by 1997. Under a 
funding system introduced 
this year, the viability of sixtb- 
form and further education 
colleges depends on the num¬ 
ber of students recruited. 

Up to a quarter of colleges 
are expected to register defi¬ 
cits next year. The Colleges 
Employers Forum is already 
advising 122 institutions on 
redundancy programmes. 

coming year." 
The steady rate of applica¬ 

tions will lessen the pressure 
for an early reform of univer¬ 
sity admissions. But a switch 
in students' tactics may leave 
colleges of higher education 
and some new universities 
struggling to fill their places. 

Last year many applicants 
tried to second-guess the new 
admissions system by includ¬ 
ing a “banker” institution with 
low entry requirements in 
their two" final choices. Now 
most appear to be applying to 
universities they genuinely 
want to attend, relying on the 
post A-!evel “clearing" process 
for a place if all else fails. Mr 
Higgins said: “Schools have 
seen that there is no need to 
panic because virtually every¬ 
body finds a place in clearing." 
□ Hans for a performance- 
related pay scheme for head 
teachers and deputies were 
condemned yesterday as un¬ 
workable. divisive and doom¬ 
ed to failure. The National 
Association of Head Teachers 
said proposals from the 
School Teachers’ Pay Review 
Body were flawed because 
they failed to put sufficient 
cash at stake to motivate 
senior staff. 

Yukito Matsuda and Sato mi Higashi wore traditional dress when their marriage was blessed in Wales. They will honeymoon in Germany 

A JAPANESE couple who wanted to 
many in a Welsh chapel found the 
reality lived up to their dream 
yesterday, and the weather also lived 
up to expectations. Yukito Matsuda. 
32, and Satomi Higashi, 25, had their 
marriage blessed at St Faith and St 
Tyfei Church in Lanrphey, Dyfed, in 
the midst of heavy rain and gales. 

Mr Matsuda, who works at Hiro- 

Japanese blessed in Wales 
shima city hall said: “We have had a 
joke about the British weather ever 
since we came, but the rain does not 
matter when everyone is so nice. We 
were surprised at how flat everything 
looks here: in Japan we have more 
hills and mountains than Wales." 

The couple had a ample 
office wedding in Japan before Dying 
to Britain for a blessing at flic 150- 
year-old church. Their families ac¬ 
companied them, and the trip has cost 
about £20.000. 

They decided on a wedding in 

Wales after becoming friendly with 
Caroline Lloyd, who teaches English 
In Hiroshima. Ms Lloyd said: “They 
have been treated to a warm and 
friendly welcome which makes up for 
the awful weather." The couple, who 
speak only a tittle English and not a 
word of Welsh, will be honey¬ 
mooning in Hamburg because 
Yukito speaks German. 

Holiday workers 
head for the sales 

By Harvey Elliott and Victoria Walker 

OFFICES and factories across 
Britain remained empty yes¬ 
terday as millions of workers 
went shopping. Out of town 
shopping malls from the 
North East to the South West 
were packed with bargain 
hunters. There was barely 
room to move in many 
pedestrianised high streets. 

By mid-morning, even the 
biggest car parking areas in 
many towns, dties and malls 
were so foil that motoring 
organisations were warning of 
jams on the approach roads. 

Thousands of factories took 
the opportunity to shut down 
for Christmas week. "Many 
people now have at least five 
weeks' holiday a year and they' 
are entitled to take it when 
they can." a CBI spokesman 
said. “Manufacturers have 

structured their production 
schedules well in advance and 
for many it is better to shut 
down for a week rather than to 
keep starting and stopping.” 

Most big building sites were 
also silent and. with delivery 
lorries missing from the 
roads, traffic was generally 
light “The rush hour certainly 
did not happen." AA 
Roadwatch said. “It was more 
like a quiet Saturday and 
everyone seemed to stay in bed 
later. The main problems 
were on the approach roads to 
the big shopping centres such 
as Brent Cross and the car 
parks at out of town centres." 

Stores reported that winter 
clothing was proving the most 
popular sale item. 

Travel news, page 29 

Thanks to the 
Pentium” Processor, 

it#s now even 
quicker (no wonder 
they're going fast). 

Thanks to a Pentium processor, the Dell® XPS P60 works even quicker allowing you to speed ahead with the 

job in hand, making your business run more productively and efficiently- Backing you up is our award winning 

Technical Support Hotline open between 8.00am and 8.00 pm on weekdays to answer any questions you might have. 

We also provide you wirh our standard one year ‘Collect and Return’ warranty covering all parts and labour. After all. 

it s through listening to our customers and understanding their needs that we‘ve built our business. To build yours, 

order a faster more powerful computer today on 0344 720000. 
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Labour to host conference 
on business in Europe 

By Jonathan Pkynn 
POUT1CAL REPORTER 

LABOUR is taking its cam¬ 
paign to forge closer links with 
industry to the Continent with 
a £500-a-head conference and 
dinner in Brussels to be at¬ 
tended by hundreds of British 
business executives. 

Labour claims that the con¬ 
ference on January 10, which 
will end with an address by 
Tony Blair, is the first to be 
held abroad by a British politi¬ 
cal party. The names of those 
attending have not been re¬ 
leased but most of Britain's 
best-known companies are 
thought to be represented, in¬ 
cluding some never seen on 
Labour guest lists before, ac¬ 
cording to one organiser. 

The half-day Brussels con¬ 
ference. which will be attend¬ 
ed by 150 senior business 
executives and followed by 
dinner for 325. is sold out and 
likely to prove highly profit¬ 
able with all surplus proceeds 
going to Labour Party funds. 
Kingfisher, the Woolworth’s 
retail group, is sponsoring the 
opening reception and Tesco 
and Whitbread the wine 
served at the dinner. 

During the afternoon, par¬ 
ticipants will break up into 
seven seminar groups cover¬ 
ing various industrial and 
political topics, each chaired 

Green: Briton who leads 
Strasbourg’s Socialists 

by a senior Labour MEP. The 
event will mark a new stage in 
the warming relations be¬ 
tween Labour and the private 
sector. With many firms aban¬ 
doning their support for the 
Tories, company directors are 
increasingly receptive to Lab¬ 
our overtures. A record num¬ 
ber of companies took space at 
the exhibition attached to the 
Blackpool party conference 
and next year’s exhibition was 
sold out in minutes. 

Labour sources said it was 
in the interests of any compa¬ 
ny operating in the European 
Union to build a relationship 
with the party dominating 

British representation in the 
European. Parliament Those 
attending will have the chance 
to speak to John Prescott, 
Labour's deputy leader. Robin 
Cook. Shadow Foreign Sec¬ 
retary, and Gordon Brown. 
Shadow Chancellor, as well as 
the Labour leader. 

At June’s elections to the 
European Parliament Labour 
took 62 of Britain’s 81 seats, 
making it one of the biggest 
single-party groups in Stras¬ 
bourg. Its MEPs chair three of 
the parliament’s most influen¬ 
tial committees. Pauline 
Green, MEP for London 
North, is leader of the domi¬ 
nant Socialist Group in the 
European Parliament and one 
of the most powerful politi¬ 
cians at Strasbourg. 
□ A total of 10ft million-peo¬ 
ple — 39 per cent of the work¬ 
force — were unemployed at 
some point between 1990 and 
this year, Harriet Harman, 
Shadow Employment Secre¬ 
tary, said yesterday. Accord¬ 
ing to previously unpublished 
figures obtained by Labour 
through the Commons li¬ 
brary, the proportion of people 
experiencing unemployment 
was highest among men, 6.9 
million of whom were unem¬ 
ployed at some point in the 
past five years — representing 
44 per cent of the male 
workforce. 

Doctors 
rule out 

meningitis 
fears 

Doctors have ruled out menin- 
giti's as the cause of death in 
the case of girl aged six who 
complained of a headache and 
stomach pains cm Bating Day 
and died hours IateriThey are - 
still trying to find out what , 
killed Toni- Carter, from 
Yardley. Birmingham. - 

Health officials in Brighton 
have traced the last classmate. 
of Emma Harris, 5, who died 
from a fatal strain of meningh 
tis on Boxing Day. Alexandra. 
Yatesremains seriously DL. 

Concorde delay 
British Airways has been giv¬ 
en another 12 montiis to 
perfect an anti-collision device; 
for use on .Concorde. The 
airline said it could produce a 
viable model of the device, 
known as TCAS. before the 
end of next year. AD aircraft 
using US air space are re¬ 
quired to have the device. 

Victims to sue 
Survivors and families of the. 
victims of a helicopter crash 
off a North Sea oil platform in 
1992 have been granted leave 
by a Texan court to sue the oil 
company Shell for compensa¬ 
tion in the United States. 
Eleven people died in the 
Cormorant Alpha crash and: 
six survived. 

Gun was fake 
An examination by forensic 
scientists confirmed that the 
gun feed at West Yorkshire 
police by a quick-draw enthu¬ 
siast was a replica that fired 
only blanks. Robert Dixon, 44, 
of Golcar. near Huddersfield, 
was shot dead by police 
marksmen on Tuesday. 

Lottery winner 
The latest winner of the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery jackpot has col¬ 
lected a cheque for £7ft 
million. The competition 
organisers said the winner 
had chosen to remain anony¬ 
mous. They refused to reveal 
whether it was a man.' a 
-woman or a syndicate. 

Crash tragedy 
A fireman called to a car crash 
in Anglesey found his brother 
killed and another brother 
critically injured. Philip Mur¬ 
phy, 32, was ledirom the scene 
in a state of shock. Nicholas 
Murphy. 35, died and his 
brother David. 23, was seri¬ 
ously ill in hospital last night 

Unwanted pets 
More than 40 unwanted 
strays were handed in yester¬ 
day at Battersea Dogs’ Home 
in south London. Staff said a 
total of 55 had been collected 
since Christmas Day. How¬ 
ever, the number of aban¬ 
doned Christmas pets is 
falling annually. 

BliifityJiam 

Flood rescuer saved 
Continued from page 1 
man tried to grab me and he 
slipped in but a fireman 
grabted him. I had lost them 
by then. I remember someone 
shouted to me to grab the oar 
of the boat. “I went over and 
under in the water a few times 
then 1 gra bbed hold of this tiny 
branch. It was like something 
you see on TV." 

Mr Gordon, a married 
father-of-two. held to the 
branch for almost an hour. 
When his companions failed 
to reach him, a Sea King 
helicopter was scrambled 
from RAF Chivenor. It hov¬ 
ered over the tree to lower a 
winchman. Bight Sergeant 
Paul Tretheway. who pulled 
Mr Gordon to safety shortly 
after midnight yesterday. 

The heavy rainfall was 
caused by warm, moist winds 
travelling from the Azores and 
South Atlantic lo the South- 
West, hitting cold air which 
has been causing the wintry 

cold in north Britain. Gusts of 
up to 70mph in exposed places 
added to the hazards. Heavy 
rain and strong winds were 
moving towards the South 
and East last night covering 
the British Isles with showers. 
Cold weather was expected to 
turn the showers to sleet and 
snow, possibly as far south as 
the Chiltems and Downs by 
the weekend. 

A family of four from Scot¬ 
land were taken to hospital 
after their car was in collision 
with a bus on the wet and 
rainy A259 at Icklesham near 
Rye, Sussex, yesterday. Fire¬ 
men took an hour to free the 
mother and her husband. 

A windsurfer took advan¬ 
tage of a flooded rugby pitch to 
practise his skills. Jimmy Lar¬ 
der. 24. a food analyst, used 
the submerged ground at 
Keynsham Rugby Football 
Club near Bristol. 

Forecast, page 20 
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Peeping Tom watched her undress 

Murdered doctor 
was pestered by 
obsessive man 

A DOCTOR found murdered 
at her home on Boxing Day 
was once the victim of ah 
obsessive man who fraudu¬ 
lently used her name to obtain 
a mortgage and a car, it 
emerged last night 

The evidence of Joan Fran¬ 
cisco, 27. helped to convict the 
52-year-old man of forging her 
signature on a bogus mort¬ 
gage application ana he was 
fined £10,000 at Knighis- 
bridge Crown Court earlier 
this year. He admitted that he 
was infatuated with Dr Fran¬ 
cisco and had watched her 
through a spyhole as she 
undressed at tiighL 

Police investigating the 
murder of Dr Francisco, 27. 
who was found strangled ai 
her home in St John’s Wood, 
north London, said last night 
that they were aware of the 
court case but that it was only 
one line of inquiry in their 
hum for the killer. 

Dr Francisco was killed as 
she prepared to fly to a family 
reunion in Los Angeles. In¬ 
stead her two sisters have 
flown from America to com¬ 
fort their mother at her home 
in west London. 

The family described Dr 
Francisco as a bubbly and 
likeable character. She had 
trained as a gynaecologist and 
planned to start a new job at 
the Royal London Hospital 
next month. 

Detectives have yet to estab¬ 
lish a motive for the murder.. 
One theoo' is that Dr Francis¬ 
co, a British ritiren bom in St 
Lucia, disturbed a burglar. 
Her basement flat had been 
ransacked and the back door 
was open. However, police 
said last night, that they had 
an open mind about the 
circumstances surrounding 
die death and had still. :to 
determine whether anything 
had been stolen. 
. Dr Francisco lived alone, 
although neighbours said they 
believed she had a boyfriend. 
She had recently moved into 

By Richard Duce 

the £750.000 Georgian build¬ 
ing which neighbours said 
had been burgled over Christ¬ 
mas four years ago. Her body 
was found after her mother. 
Venus Francisco, told police 
that her daughter had failed to 
colled her for an afternoon 
flight from Heathrow to the 
United States on Boxing Day. 

Mrs Francisco was being 
consoled by her two other 
daughters. Celia and Marga¬ 
ret, at her home in Acton 
yesterday. Margaret said that 
the family was still coming to 
terms with the loss and would 
not comment until later this 
week. Detective Superintend- 

Joan Francisco: planned to 
start new job next month 

Village mourns friends 
who died in boat tragedy 

A VILLAGE was in mourning 
■ last night for the three men 

who died and.two feared 
drowned after a speedboat 
capsized. The sixth man on 
board raised the alarm on his 

- mobile telephone before swim¬ 
ming a mile to safety. 

All six came from or had 
dose family links with the 
village of Kircubbin on 
Strangford Lough. Northern 
Ireland, which has a popula- 

_tion of 2J500- Despite severe 
. exhaustion, Stephen Martin. 
; ■ 29, spent yesterday hdping the 
^search for his missing friends 

-. .'along the shores of the lough. 
>. He fold rescuers that they 
>had stripped to their under- 
' dothes and swum for their 
.-lives when the 19ft speedboat 
;:capsized after the engine failed 
’.on Tuesday evening. For a 
- while they managed to swim 

By John Hicks 

together in die dark but they 
were quickly dispersed by the 
powerful current 

Mr Martin, who is married, 
was rescued by helicopter 
from a tiny uninhabited island 
near Sketrick Island where the 
men had been visiting a public 
house. Problems began as the 
party made the four-mile trip 
back to Kircubbin across 
Strangford Lough, which nor¬ 
mally takes 20 minutes. Coast¬ 
guards said weather con¬ 
ditions had been fairly good. 
There was no lifesaving equip¬ 
ment on the speedboat. 

The three whose bodies 
were recovered were the boat's 
owner, Hugo McCullough, 30, 
a builder from Kircubbin who 
was married; Jackie McNa¬ 
mara, 3d, from Kircubbin, 
recently married with a wife 
expecting their first child; and 
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Ron Grant, 54, visiting from 
London. The missing men 
were named as Chris Bell, 33. 
married, from Kircubbin, and 
George Sweeney. 39, married, 
on a Christmas visit from 
London- 

Relatives and friends gath¬ 
ered before dawn yesterday to 
attend a special mass in the 
village's chapel. Father Brian 
Flanagan said: "Kircubbin is 
like a morgue today. The 
shock and sadness is a pall 
hanging over the village. The 
tragedy has killed any sense of 
looking forward to a happy 
new year " 

Kieran McCarthy, a local 
councillor, said: “It’S a com¬ 
plete mystery why the boat 
capsized. All the men would 
have made the trip before and 
respected the dangers of the 

; Christmas 
volunteer 
killed by 

hit-run car 
By Richard Duce 

A VOLUNTEER worker who 
gave up his Christmas to help 
London's homeless, was killed 
fay a hit and run driver as he 
Cycled home on Boxing Day 
morning, police said 
yesterday. 

Paul Willdns. 40. had 
worked through the night at a 
shelter in Bermondsey, south 
London, run by the charity 
Crisis, when a car drove into 
him from behind, throwing 
him into the path of an 
oncoming minibus. Mr Wil¬ 
kins, a single man, had also 
given up Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day to help the 300 
people a night who turned up 
at the shelter. 

Mark Scothem. director of 
Crisis, said: “It is tragic that a 
man who gave up his Christ¬ 
mas to help others should be 
killed in such a way." 

Mr Wilkins, of Stamford 
Hill, north London, also 
worked for the charity last 
Christmas. Witnesses said the 
dark coloured Metro car 
mounted the pavement before 
hitting Mr Wilkins and driv¬ 
ing off. 

HOME NEWS 3 
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wit Phil Beebe, who is leading 
the murder investigation from 
Paddington police station, 
said: "Clearly Dr Francisco's 
mother is very upset by what 
has happened but she is 
reassured by the fact that her 
other two daughters have 
flown over from the States to 
be with her and support her.” 

A post-mortem examination 
has shown no evidence that 
Dr Francisco was sexually 
assaulted. Her body was 
found fully clothed. 

Dr Francisco was the chief 
prosecution witness in the 
fraud case earlier this year 
against the man accused of 
using her signature to obtain a 
£90.000 mongage on a flat io 
north London. Knightsbridge 
Crown Court was told that the 
man had thrown away the 
prospect of a rewarding career 
by his actions. 

Later in 1992 the man forged 
her signature to buy an 
£11.000 Jaguar XJS on hire 
purchase. He offered his flat 
as security and when the lain 
company asked for proof that I 
Dr Francisco, nominally the 
co-owner, had agreed, he 
forged her signature. 

The forgery was revealed 
when he fell behind on pay¬ 
ments and the loan company 
contacted Dr Francisco as a 
co-debtor. She confronted the 
man and he made a foil 
confession. 

Judge Hordern, QC. fold the 
man: "Writing someone rise’s 
name on a very important 
document is a very serious 
matter. I propose to impose 
fines which may result in you 
having to sell your flat. Your 
equity is the fruit of your crime 
and in this country we do not 
let people profit from their 
crimes." 

Scotland Yard confirmed 
that they would be interview¬ 
ing the man. A spokesman 
said: “We are aware of Ms 
Francisco's involvement in 
this case and it is one line of 
inquiry we are investigating 

‘Miracle’ baby 
is bom in car 

crash wreckage 
By Kate Alderson 

Anu and Anil Jagota with their baby, whose both Mr Jagota said was a Christmas 
miracle. “We missed a bus stop by inches. We will never be so lucky again” 

A BABY born in the wreck¬ 
age of a car that crashed 
While taking her mother to 
hospital is to be named after 
the am bo lance man who 
helped to deliver her. 

The baby was delivered 
safely to Anu Jagota, 26, in a 
field at Shircmoor, Tyne and 
Wear, by Robin Percy, who 
arrived minutes after the car 
crashed off the road, through 
a hedge and into a ditch. The 
girl, who wiD have Robin as 
her middle name, has yet to 
be given a first name. 

Mrs Jagota and her daugh¬ 
ter were yesterday being 
cared for in North Tyneside 
General Hospital in North 
Shields, where staff des¬ 
cribed them both as “very 
well". Ann Jagota. the baby's 
father, said his daughter's 
safe birth was a “Christmas 
miracle" after all three 
emerged unscathed from the 
crash. 

Mr Jagota. 29, a computer 
salesman from Annitsford, 
Tyne and Wear, was taking 
his wife to hospital in the 
early Hour of yesterday 
morning when he lost control 
of his Saab car on black ice 
in Shiremoor. Shocked but 
uninjured, he rang for an 
ambulance on his mobile 
phone. “We missed a bus stop 
by inches. We will never be so 
lucky again." he said. 

Northumbria Police and 
ambulance service arrived to 
discover the baby was well on 
the way. Mr Percy, with his 
colleague Ken Harvey, 53, 
rushed over to the car. “2 
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dimbed Into the driver’s seat 
and saw straight away that 
the baby's bead was begin¬ 
ning to show already,” he 
said. “Anu was yelling *lt's 
coming, it’s coming*. I helped 
guide the baby out and it only 
took about three minutes." 

Mr Percy. 36. an ambu¬ 
lance technician for 13 years, 
wrapped the baby in a hypo¬ 
thermia blanket. “I handed 
the baby to the mum and it 
was very emotional." be said. 
"When I held np their baby 
they were both in tears and I 
only just managed to hold 
them back myself." 

Mr Jagota said: "We have a 
beautiful baby girl who is in 
(he best of health thanks to 
their actions. When Robin 
held her up it was one of the 
most wonderful moments of 
my life." 

Robin Percy, managed 
to hold bade the tears 
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FIND OUT HOW OUR FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICE CAN HELP. 

After carrying out one of our biggest ever research programmes into customers’ needs. Abbey National are 

proud to announce that our Financial Planning Service will be available throughout the country from 2nd 

January 1995. The service aims to set new standards in helping you to make more of your financial future, by 

offering expert advice from our specialist advisors. 

Our advisors are there to help you assess your current needs and future priorities; .none of them are paid 

commission and they will only recommend something, whether it be a pension, savings account, investment plan 

or life assurance, if it is appropriate for your own particular needs. 

To find out how you could benefit from this expertise, just call into your local branch. Gaining control of your 

financial future could be the best New Year’s resolution vou ever made. 

^NATIONAL 
The habit of a lifetime 

ABBEY NATIONAL PLC IS AN APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF ABBEY NATIONAL LIFE PLC FOR THE 
SALE OF LIFE ASSURANCE AND PENSIONS ONLY. ABBEY NATIONAL LIFE PLC IS REGULATED BY SIB. 

ABBEY NATIONAL PLC, ABBEY HOUSE. BAKER STREET, LONDON NWt 6JCL. 
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Commission launched to cut red tape and make city more accommodating for directors and crews 

London aims to become 
focus of film industry 

By Daxya Alberce 

ARTS CORRESPONDENT 

LONDON is attempting to 
become one of the world’s 
leading film centres with the 
founding of a London Film 
Commission to entice film¬ 
makers to work in the city. 

The commission would 
overcome the present bureau¬ 
cracy under which film-mak¬ 
ers have to deal with 33 
different boroughs. It would 
offer a database of locations 
and technicians and help pro¬ 
duction companies to cope 
with traffic and security on 
London's streets. 

A national feasibility study 
has been conducted for the 
{Department of Trade and 
Industry by the media consul¬ 
tants Project Management 
Group (PMG). in association 
with the British Film Commis¬ 
sion (BFQ and the 15 regional 
film commissions. Foreign 
film-makers cannot under¬ 
stand why London does not 
have a film commission when 
80 per cent of Britain’s film 
and television production 

be more user-friendly 

takes place in the capital and 
85 per cent of its Technicians 
are based there. 

Sidney Samuelson, commis¬ 
sioner of the BFC said: “A 
film commission for London is 
absolutely vital. We need an 
efficient properly funded film 
commission to prove that 
London is user-friendly. Oil¬ 
ing wheels and cutting tape 

are fundamental to the pro¬ 
duction infrastructure.” 

Malcolm Patterson, a senior 
partner of PMG, envisaged an 
“information provider" that 
could forge links between 
boroughs. It looks to the 
example of Toronto, where on 
one recent night 32 different 
film units were out shooting. 

Kenith Trodd. who is work¬ 
ing on Dennis Potter’s 
Karaoke, set mostly in central 
London, said filming was a 
logistical nightmare. “Every 
borough has its own policy. 
Some are notoriously less 
helpful than others." 

A film commission would 
collaborate with film-makers 
to work around inaccessible 
sites such as Whitehall, the 
Houses of Parliament and 
Buckingham Palace. When 
the Harrison Fbrd film Patriot 
Games featured an assassina¬ 
tion attempt on an American 
diplomat emerging from 
Whitehall, a similar building 
had to be found in Greenwich: 
security, just after the IRA 
rocket attack from a parked 
lorry, would not allow for ten 

production vehicles to be 
parked outside Whitehall, 

A commission would also 
take on the problems that Neil 
Jordan encountered in mak¬ 
ing The Crying Game: to film 
a shoot-out in Eaton Square 
the crew had to secure permis¬ 
sion from Belgravia police, 
send 1,500 letters to the resi¬ 
dents. many of them diplo¬ 
mats who would have been 
alarmed by the sound of 
gunfire, and negotiate with the 
local authority for parking for 
20 production vehicles. 

There are about 300 film 
commissions in the world. 
Most are in the United States, 
where the film and television 
industry is the country* sec¬ 
ond largest export earner. The 
PMG study concluded that 
"the costs of providing a film 
commission service are low in 
comparison to the potential 
inward investment return". 
They dte the example of two 
American feature films that 
spent £50 million in London 
over six months. 

Leading article, page 17 
Harrison Ford in the American film Patriot Games. This assassination scene was supposed to havebeen set in 
Whitehall bat security measures would not allow it The scene had to be shot at a similar site m Greenwich 
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bundle of multimedia packages, with dazzling 

graphics and amazing sound quality across an 
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To cap it all, we'll even take the uncertainty 
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Royals head 
to same 
hotel at 

ski resort 
By Alan Hamuton 

POURING rain dampened 
die spirits of the Duchess of 
York as she fletv into Zurich 
yesterday for the start of the 
royal doing season at 
Kfosters. 

Spirits may be dampened 
further fay die discovery that 
the duchess, along with Prin¬ 
cess Beatrice. 6. and Princess 
Eugenic. 4, has. booked into 
the same luxury hotel which 
expects the arrival of die 
Prince of Wales and his sons 
next Monday. - 

The double-booking app¬ 
ears to be a serums case of 
crossed royal wires, bat 
officials did their best .to 

dismiss it yesterday.-A 
spokesman for the Prince’s 
office at St Jameses Palace 
said yesterday: “The prince 
has made his arrangements'- 
and the duchess has made 
hers. By coincidence, they 
have happened to choose die 
same place. It is not some¬ 
thing he is concerned about" 

Both parties will be staying 
at die Walserhof Hotel at 
though in separate suites. 
The duchess’s daughters are 
firm friends of Prince Wil¬ 
liam, 12, and Prince Harry. 
10. The Prince of Wales arid 
the duchess have skied to¬ 
gether before their respective 
marriages collapsed. 

NHS trust 
refuses to ■ 

deny Bart’s 
‘dirty tricks’ 

ByNiGELHAWKES 

CONSULTANTS at a London '. 
hospital are at the centre of an . : 
argument over allegations v;—; 
that they used “dirty tricks" to 
try to keep tt open. The trust: C. 
responsible for St Bartholo- ;>> 
mew’s and the Royal London 
hospitals yesterday refused to £»* 
deny the charges, made by tfie^>“ 
head of Bart’s accident unit 
Alastair Wilson.' . . ’ 

There has been widespread^' 
condemnation of the plans to 
dose the unit and to mergeihe-.-^ 
two. hospitals. In a statement !*■ !> 
the trust said: “Some clinical^ 
staff dearly fed the trasts 
views are not being fairly ^, 
represented and have ftit 
need to speak out to enstifthf^ 
more balanced -view is being ' 
put forward." ' <! 

Mr WHson claimed that 
accident victims were kept on .. .- 
makeshift beds in casualty. - 
non-emergency patients-were 
used to make the unit look 
busy, and patients were ; 
brought from more than 100 
miles away when the late * 
Labour leader. John Smith, 
visited- Also, some records of 
waiting lists had been 
changed to make the hospital 
look more efficient. 

Mike Besser, Protestor of 
Medicine at Barrs, said the 
allegations were “wicked ma¬ 
nipulation of tire facts”. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Exposed! Pools “System” 
A new book reveals how any individual can dramatically increase 

their chances of a Pools win and goes as far as to virtually guarantee' j 
success! 

The challenge of beating the system was taken up by US Govern- 

ment Scientific adviser. Richard SiNennan. He, together with” . 
Yorkshire bom Chris Brown, M.Eng, CLPfays, Inst P studied an 

enormous amount of data over a period of years when gradually: - 

startling trends became evident 

SDvennan whose systems are used by many of the worlds largest.'. 
computer companies, had already cracked major US betting 
systems - his readers happily testify to winning literally millions of 

dollars. Now, prevented from entering the UK Pools, Dr Sflvennha V .'- 

bas focused his attention and brain power on ensuring the...';' 
information on 'How to win'is available to a wider audience. _ 'j-li 

PROBABILITY CURVE 5 
To dramatically increase winning chances consecutive number^ 
sequence and pattern techniques were further analysed and a 

massive 672 sets of computer data produced! All this important -'-u; 
data was boiled down to simple “Probability Curves”® so even a' - 

child could predict 8 Score Draws from 10, or possibly better than ■ 
than - 

"By applying a few simple techniques Outs and I were genuinely ' 

surprised at just how predictable score draws could be” says.' 
SOverman. ... 

The most heartening news? You don’t have to know a thing about; 

football to be a major POOLS Winner. Also the book, "Wowing the' - 

Pools: Large fortunes from small stakes" features invaluable advice ’ - 

on selecting the Pools Company that is right for you. Littlewoods,: 

Vernons or Zerters? On Investing Winnings, Dr Sflveratan writes ■ > 

“in many ways winning is the easy part - its how to keep hold of the'. 

cash which is sometimes most tricky •. The book contains advice on 1 ' 
Investment Strategy. : 

The Pools Companies need the publicity of big wins to help fend off Z ^ 

the National Lottery. And wins of £2 million plus are becoming': - 

increasingly common. By applying the techniques described you '■■■ 

have a very real chance of becoming one of Britain's growing band : 
of Pools Millionaires- : 

To order (only available direct bora the publlsheis) simply send 

your name, address and cheque for £9.95 (post free), payable to ' 

Oiartsearch Ltd. to: Pools Book, Dept. OO, Cbanseareb Ltd 8 , ’ 

The Badminton Centre, Station Road, Yale, Bristol BS175HT To 

order credit card please provide card type, number and expity 

date Our confidence is sucb that we offer a uniqoe 6 month.: ‘ 

quibble free refund on all purchases. 53S ' 

b 



1 
Off ■» 

and 

■ ::5'35' 

trust 

refusest0 

den>: Barfs 
diV^tricte 

iU “Svst® * * ** , 

aR^... 

THE TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER 291994_ 

Regular workouts 
help grandmothers 
to build better life 
From Ian Brogue 

IN WASHINGTON 

IF GRANNY wonts to avoid 
breaking a hip. she should 
stan pumping iron. A new 
American study shows that 
alder women who work out 
twice a week with dumbbells 
and training machines sharp¬ 
ly reduce their risk of the bone- 
thinning condition osteo¬ 
porosis. They also improve 
balance and muscle strength. 

Miriam Nelson, a physiolo¬ 
gist who' fed the study at the 
Human Nutrition Research 
Centre on Ageing at Tufts 
University, Boston, said: “I 
would say we turned the clock 
back 15 to 20 years." The 
benefits were found to be even 
greater than- oestrogen re¬ 
placement and other medical 
treatments, in preventing 
osteoporosis. 

The researchers examined 
the effects of strength training 
on bone thinning in 39 women 
aged 50 to 70. After a year, the 
20 women who had trained for 
45 minutes twice a week 
showed a 1 per cent gain in the 
density of leg and trade bones 
compared with a 25 per cent 
decrease in the 19 women who 
had remained sedentary. 

The women in training, who 
used equipment that created 
resistance with air instead of 
weights, strengthened their 
leg and back muscles 55 to 76 
per cent compared with the 
other group. Balance im¬ 
proved 14 per cent when tested 
by walking backwards toe to 
heel, against a 9 per cent 
reduction among the women 

Lansbury: workout 
video for older women 

who did not train. Also, the 
exercisers enjoyed their train¬ 
ing so much that they in¬ 
creased their other physical 
activities by nearly a third, 
while the other group slack¬ 
ened off by nearly' as much. 

About 15 million Americans 
suffer broken bones 3S a result 
of osteoporosis each year, 
most of them women. The 
fractures may cause perma¬ 
nent disability or even death 
and arc usually the result of 
falls, which is why improve¬ 
ments in balance and muscle 
strength are as important as 
greater bone density. 

The women in the study had 
the baiefit of a special gym 
with sophisticated equipment 
that creates resistance with air 
instead of weights. But Ms 
Nelson said that similar exer¬ 
cises could be done at home 
with less costly equipment. 

Sally Edwards, Phillip Manning’s mother, who 
appealed for her son to give himself up 

Helicopter search 
for missing man 
By Stewart Ten oler, crime correspondent 

POLICE are to use a helicop¬ 
ter to search remote parts of 
south Wales for Phillip Man¬ 
ning, who is wanted for ques¬ 
tioning over the murder of his 
former wife in Abertillery on 
Sunday. 

Yesterday, as Mr Man¬ 
ning’s mother made a televi¬ 
sion appeal in Ebbw Vale for 
him to give himself up, Gwent 
police said the helicopter 
search would begin once wea¬ 
ther permitted. Detective 
Superintendent Ian Johnston 
said: “He knows die hillsides 
like the back of his hand. He 
may have come back. It is pos¬ 
sible he may take his own life." 

Mr Manning rang his 
mother, Sally Edwards. 61. 

from Kensington on Sunday. 
Twelve hours earlier his for¬ 
mer wife Margaret Whit- 
combe was shot dead. 

Yesterday a distressed Mrs 
Edwards said: "Phillip, if I 
have ever let you down, then 
now is the time for you to con¬ 
tact me. 1 need you to contact 
me to let me know that you are 
well and safe." Mr Johnston 
said that Mr Manning could 
be armed with a knife. 

Miss Whitcombe’s boy¬ 
friend Neil Jones was stabbed 
during the incident Mr 
Manning had been released 
from jafl after saving two 
years of a four-year sentence 
for the attempted murder of 
Miss Whrtcombe. 
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after consulting a doctor. "It’s 
never too late to start." she 
said. The study is likely to 
boost the already healthy sales 
of workout videos for older 
women by such celebrities as 
Jane Fonda, who is 57. and 
Angela Lansbury. 69. 

The findings were pub¬ 
lished yesterday in the Jour¬ 
nal of the American Medical 
Association, which also rec¬ 
ommended consumption of 
more calcium to build and 
maintain healthy bones. 

Another study reported by 
the journal found that women 
with the Aids virus die more 
quickly than infected men. No 
medical reason for the differ¬ 
ence was apparent, Sandra 
Mclnick. an epidemiologist at 
the University of Minnesota 
School of Public Health, said. 
But women may wait longer 
before seeking treatment or 
may be treated differently. 

TTie study followed 768 
women and 3.779 men infected 
with Aids for 15 months, and 
found that women were 33 per 
cent more likely to die than 
men who were comparably ill. 

_HOME NEWS 5 

Three hurt as bus 
hits low bridge 

THREE passengers were in¬ 
jured yesterday after a bus 
took a wrong route and had 
its roof sliced off by a low 
bridge: 

A man and his pregnant 
wife, who were sitting near 
the front of the top deck, were 
kept in hospital for observa¬ 
tion last night after the acci¬ 
dent in Norwood, south Loch 
don- The couple, both in their 
thirties, suffered facial cuts 
and (he husband was con¬ 
cussed. a spokesman for May- 
day Hospital in Croydon said. 

The woman’s pregnancy, 
which was in its early stages, 
would not be affected, he said. 
Another woman sitting fur¬ 
ther back in the bus was sent 

home after treatment for a 
neck injury and cuts. 

The bus was about to com¬ 
plete its route from Brixton to 
Norwood Junction. It should 
have turned right to the 
terminus at Norwood Junc¬ 
tion station but went straight 
on and hit the railway bridge. 
Martin Elms, commercial di¬ 
rector of the London General 
bus company, said. 

Police said that the driver, 
who had worked for London 
General since July 1991, was 
in shock after the accident 
and would be interviewed 
later. Mr Elms added that the 
company would hold an in¬ 
quiry after police had spoken 
to the driver. 

The double-decker's roof was sliced off as it hit the railway bridge, right It should have turned into its terminus shortly before the crash 
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Peoples Phone is the UK’s leading 

independent telephone company with 

more customers than One-2-One 

and Orange combined. Buy your 

new mobile phone at any of our 

130 showrooms nationwide and 

benefit from: 

• Low handset prices 

• Independent advice • 

• Friendly, knowledgeable 

and helpful staff 

9 Wide choice of phones 

• Free protection from 

unexpectedly high bills 

For a limited period we've reduced 

the price of every mobile phone we 

sell by at least 50%. And on selected 

phones, you can save even more with 

1/2 price connection to whichever of 

our 12 tariffs will mean you receive 

the lowest monthly bills. 

Peoples Phone doesn't just sell phones 

- we also supply your airtime, so 

you can look forward to receiving the 
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long as you remain a Peoples Phone 

customer. 
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University’s anti-cancer find is part of drive to benefit from world’s 1.5 million species of fungus 
---“_____—---—..:---■ : ’ mbhab:i 

Scientists discover 
marine fungus that 
kills leukaemia cells 

By Nick Nuitalu environment correspondent 

BRITISH scientists have dis¬ 
covered an anti-cancer chemi¬ 
cal in a marine fungus on the 
coast of Malaysia. Research¬ 
ers at Portsmouth University 
are screening thousands of 
strains of sea-living fungi 
from around the globe, includ¬ 
ing Britain, and laboratory 
tests on the Malaysian com¬ 
pound have just been complet¬ 
ed with promising results. 

Professor Gareth Jones, of 
the university's biology de¬ 
partment, said yesterday that 
full details of the discovery 
were being kept secret but that 
tests showed that the com¬ 
pound killed leukaemia cells. 
“We have got this one fungus 
and it is cytotoxic against a 
leukaemia cell line. We are 
now studying its chemistry 
with colleagues in Texas.” 

The discovery is the result of 
a worldwide drive to collect 
and screen some of the 15 

million species of fungus for 
new and more powerful 
drugs, for pesticides and novel 
low-fai foods. 

As part of the hunt for new 
foods for die dinner table, 
scientists at Nottingham 
University are studying ways 
of growing exotic mushrooms 
on straw, sugar beet and other 
wastes. The researchers are 
screening enzymes produced 
by wild fungi which break 
down cellulose and lignin. 

The mushrooms feed on the 
break-down products and they 
hope to engineer oyster mush¬ 
rooms genetically to produce 
more powerful enzymes that 
will break down wastes so that 
the mushrooms grow bigger 
and faster. 

Scientists at Strathcylde 
University have found that 
sawdust, on which Japanese 
shiitake mushrooms have 
been grown, can decontami¬ 

nate toxic chemicals in soQ. 
turning them into harmless 
water, chloride ions and car¬ 
bon dioxide. 

According to Professor An¬ 
thony Whalley of Liverpool’s 
John Moores University, who 
is president of the British 
Mycological Society, many 
more discoveries await fungi 
researchers. But there is grow- 
ing concern at the number of 
species being lost to logging, 
agriculture and development. 

• Professor Whalley said yes¬ 
terday: “They are more or less 
totally ignored when com¬ 
pared with other life forms." 

He is planning to take his 
concerns to the parliamentary 
Scientific Committee in an 
attempt to gain a higher status 
for fungi "Whether it will 
have any success, who 
knows?" he said. 

Leading article, page 17 Professor Jones is not yet disclosing details of the Malaysian marine fungus, which researchers have found to be fatal to leukaemia cells 

HEEHAN on BRIDG1 

MOVE IN WITH PAPA AND NICOLE 
FROM £89* A MONTH. 

No, nor the chateau. Lovely though it is, it 

can get chilly in the winter and it doesn’t have 

electric front windows either. 

Instead, we’re suggesting you take up 

residence in the equally lavish but infinitely more 

manoeuvrable Renault Qio RX 

It has all the luxury to which Nicole has 

become accustomed: satellite stereo controls, a 

remote control central locking system, engine 

immobiliser and a tilt and slide sunroof. While on 

the outside, the door mirrors are 

REMfflDIT not only electrically operated, 
CARS, 

wiiri flAK they’re heated too. 

All On DM a 12-nnrtti 11MU nnfcyge mm wffli m* RAC MaitoaHp pa* * 
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Plus it has all the safety features she need 

never give a thought to. It comes fully equipped 

with an air bag and side impact protection bars. 

Even the seat belts have pre-tensioners built in. 

Parking never poses a problem either. How 

could it with power assisted steering as standard? 

With the small but beautifully equipped Clio RX 

you have a choice of 3 or 5 doors, petrol or diesel 

engines and with Renault Selections, access to a 

highly desirable form of conveyancing from as 

little as £89* a month. 

Hardly an extravagant move, is it? 

To Renault (JK, FHEa'OSi; PO Bat 2J. Thame, Oran CW 3BR. for More Information 

about tbe CSo &ob Renwh, fiB in the axqxn or call Hcnaufe Boepbcste 08M 52 51 50. 
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THE NEW GENERATION CLIO 

» la Janoaiy wo 28th Fetoufy IS 
jnd a £25 Opdoo », to , 
no* to ihMesOoii m*. If n» m 

By Robert Sheehan 

BRIDGE CORRESPONDENT 

In my refresher column on 
December 15 I talked about 
foe importance of limit bids. 
The term limit bid is used in 
bridge in a specialised sense, 
for bids that characterise 
strength and hand type within 
a narrow range; the strength 
range is at most 3 HCP card 
points and the type is one of 
several restricted classes. 

The importance of a limit 
bid is that it puts the limit 
bidder's partner in command 
—he now knows the combined 
strength of foe partnership, 
and can bid accordingly, in-; 

Which of foe following types 
of bids would you consider 
should be limit bids? 
1} A One Heart opening bid. 
2J A 2NT opening bid. 
3) "Raising One Spade to Two 
Spades. 
1)' As 1. discussed previously,, 
die opening bid of one of a suit 
has a widd strength range; 
and so is not a limit bid. Think 
of the logic if you said that one 
of a suit defined a hand to say 
12-14 high card points (HCP) 
what would youdo with all the 
15 HCP + hands? One of a suit 
has to be wide-ranging, with 
its strength and character 
narrowed down later. 

2) Opening bids ih >&£■> 
Trumps already define.-foe; 
character of foe hand - V-;’ 
balanced. The term ; 
anoed" is used for hands -ifckh : 
shape 4-4-3-2, 4-3-3-3 and-; l 
S-3-3-2. It is usual to playNo-:- 
Trump openings as havifigai’- 
2-point range, with 2NT show¬ 
ing 20-22 HCP. 
3) Raises are also limit bids! t; 
suppose you could havelst- 
system in which a raise from' ■ 
One to Two said “I have, 
support, but otherwise my : 
strength is unlimited" . How^; 
ever, the normal practice istia - ' 

play that the higher you rase; ■ 
the better your hand is. ; !■;. 

It is somewhat more 
; difficult to narrow down foe 

exact high card strength'., as 
distribution comes into ..foe 
valuation. Over One Spade/ ■ 
Two Spades showed three'iaf. 

..feur. card support. and foe- .1 
equivalent of 6-9 HCP. Three i 
.Spades shows four raid- ■) 
support and the equivalent cc 
941 HCP; Four Spades.-is; j 
slightly more ambiguous | 
can either show around. 12- ;a] 
HCP. or can be more pre-‘ J 
emptive. v i j 
To summarise: No-trump. *3 
bids, raises and. in addition;' -_g\ 
rebids in a suit you haw "r- 
already bid once are? xj 
limit bids. Partner is allowed! £] 
to pass any limit bid. -\-£: 

Keene on chess 

By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Great tradition 
The first Hastings tourna¬ 
ment, in 1895, was the stron¬ 
gest competition in foe world. 
That first tournament was 
graced by such immortals of 
foe game as Wilhelm Stemitz 
and Emanuel Lasker, the first 
and second world champions, 
as well as legitimate aspirants 
to foe title such as Siegbert 
Tarrasch, Harry Nelson 
Pills bury and Mikhail Chig- 
orin. Today we see two of 
those giants in action in com¬ 
plicated attacking games. 
White: Tarrasch 
Blade Walbrodt 
Hastings. 1895 

26 Rdei 
27 Re2 
28 Qd3 
29 g3 
30 Rxf4 
31 Ref2 
32 Nd6 
33 NxfS 
34 Rxd4 
35 Nxg3 
36 hxg3 
37 Ktl 
38 Rg4 

Whits: E. Lasker 

BtactaSleinfc 
Hasbngs. 1805 

Ruy Lopez 
1 04 
2 Nf3 
3 Bb5 
4 Ba4 
5 0-0 
6 c3 

05 
Bd8 
Rag7 
gxf4 
Rg5 
Ng7 
QxeS 
Nh5 
Nxg3 
Rxg3+ 
Rxg3+ 
Rxd3 
Black reigns 

1 S4 
Ruy Lopez 

e5 

7 
8 

d4 
Rel 

Ng6 
Be7 

2 Nf3 Nc6 9 NM2 0-0 
3 Bb5 a8 10 Nfl Oe8 
4 Ba4 Nf6 11 Bc2 Kh8 
5 Nc3 d6 12 Nga Bg4 
6 04 Bd7 13 <35 Nb8 
7 Bxc6 14 h3 Bc8 
8 Oe2 exd4 15 N15 Bd8 
S NtfM Bd? 16 Q4 Ne7 

10 OO Be7 17 Ng3 Nge 
ti b3 0-0 18 Kg2 Nd7 
12 Bb2 b5 19 Ba3 Nb6 
13 34 b4 20 b3 Bd7 -• - ' 
14 Ndl c5 21 c4 Nc8 
15 Nf3 Bc6 22 0d2 NC87 “ • 
16 Nd2 d5 23 c5 96 
17 e5 Ne8 24 Oca 15 .. - 
18 Ne3 Qd7 25 Nxe5 dxs5 
19 Radi d4 28 Qxe5+ Nf6 
20 Nec4 
21 F4 

Qe6 
f5 

27 
28 

Bd4 
hxg4 

. 5<Q4 
B^4 

r [ • 

22 Na5 Bd5 29 °Q5 Qd7 
23 Od3 Kh8 30 Bxf6+ KQ8 
24 Og3 Ra? 31 Bdi Bh3+ 
25 N3C4 Rg8 32 Kgl Nxd5 

33 Bxds Nf4 
Diagram of final position 34 

35 
B(6 CM2 1 

6 

* grwis? 'Hi ’ 
4 Si |v '"“is;; 
3 & 

* m f: 

B b c d e f g h 

36 Bxe2 Qd7 
37 Rdl Qf7 

38 Bc4 Ba6 
39 e5 Bkc4 
40 Nts Black reap* 

Hastings 
This years Hastings tounr 
meot takes place at the Cinq 
Ports Feriquho Hotel a 
continues until January & . 

tuning Move, page 40 ; 

i 
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ITALIA 

A NEW NAME LEADING TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN ITALY 

TELECOM ITALIA 
was set up on 18 August 1994 through the 
merging of five companies (SIP, Italcable, 
Iritel, Telespazio and Sirm) that had until then 
managed italian telecommunications 
separately, and has thus become a global 
operator in a completely new framework. 

TELECOM ITALIA 
is . now the sixth largest telecommunications 
operator in the world in terms of turnover 
and one of Europe’s prime investors 
in the sector. 
It is a joint-stock company with almost 
70,000 investors and 18% of its share 
capital is held by foreign shareholders. 

TELECOM ITALIA 
has a worldwide presence with 18 
representative offices with a large number 
of other corporate entities, it also has a 
wide-spr6ad Commercial network geared to 
provide, even1 abroad a speedy, integrated 
?a|^ffl<aiMiatiVeanswer to titejpmtm^oatiohS 
^rgguiremehts of people an<f companies. 

wA sharp decline in financial charges achieved thanks to 
ongoing economic and financial consolidation is the clear 
result of a policy based on rational and integrated organi¬ 
sation, further strict cost reduction-measures and carefully 
selected large-scale economies in order to become competi¬ 
tive in a free market". 
(Francesco Chirichigno) 

Managing Director 

THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF TELECOM ITALIA 

30.06.94 31.12.93 

REVENUES (BILL) 14.276 23.404 

ADDED VALUE (BILL) t 1.345 18.164 

ADDED VALUE / REVENUES (%) 79,5 77,6 

GROSS OPERATING MARGIN (BILL) 7.994 12.327 

GOM / REVENUES 56 52,7 

OPERATING PROFIT (BILL) 3.136 3.796 

NET FINANCIAL CHARGES / REVENUES (%) 5,3 9,8 

PROFIT BEFORE TAXATION (BILL) 2.175 1.741 

INVESTMENTS (BILL) 3.680 7.963 

*1993 FIGURES REFER TO MERGED COMPANY SIP 

TELECOM ITALIA - Direzione Generate - via Flaminia, 189 - 00196 Roma 

PROGETTO GflARCO PUBBLIClTAfilO-tACOP!NI*SlCCARI-ROMA 

■4—-- 
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El Grumpy thrives on 
TONY WHITE 

■ In his final 
report on Britons in 
Spain, Bill Frost 
meets the man who 
is proud to be a 
misanthrope: “They 
call me the 
neighbour from hell 
and they are dead 
bloody right” 

GEORGE HILES has not 
been invited to a single Christ¬ 
mas or new year party by his 
fellow expatriates at El Faro 
on the Costa del Sol. But then 
he never is and never wants 
to be. 

On bis own admission, the 
69-year-old former window 
deaner bom Enfield has 
made a profession out of 
alienating the Britons he lives 
among. “They call me the 
neighbour bom hell and they 
are dead bloody right," he 
says proudly. 

MrHfles, who moved to the 
Costa del Sol II years ago. 
was happy when he first 
arrived in El Faro, a pretty 
complex of whitewashed 
houses in the hills above 
Fuengirola. "Then other Brits 
turned up, too many other 
Brits. After them it was the 
bloody Germans. It simply 
wasn't Spain any more. I 
might as well have been back 
in Enfield.” 

He was willing to tolerate 
the newcomers grudgingly 
until the day when a neigh¬ 
bour accidentally flooded his 
garden when emptying the 
swimming pod. “Then rub- 

George HQes with the unneighbomiy messages on the side of his bright yellow home. “The trouble with this lot around here is that they have no sense of humour,” he says 

bish started to be strewn 
around outside my house. It 
was open war and I was going 
to win." 

To revenge himself on his 
"enemies” he painted the out¬ 
side of his house a vivid 
yellow and decorated it with a 
blade swastika "to wind up 
the Kraut next door”. He also 
placed a giant plywood hand 
giving an “up yours" gesture 

Car parks told to 
improve security 

By Kevin Eason, motoring correspondent 

WOMEN frightened of attack 
in dark and desolate dry car 
parks are protecting them¬ 
selves with home-made weap¬ 
ons, according to a new survey 
for the Norwich Union. 

One woman in three carries 
improvised weapons such as 
cans of hairspray, the survey 
for the motor insurance com¬ 
pany said. However, almost 
70 per cent of the 700 women 
asked had refused to uses car 
park because they believed it 
was unsafe. 

Derek Plummer. Norwich 
Union's spokesman, said that 
car park operators should in 
traduce more security mea 
sures, such as closed-drcuit 
television, routine patrols and 
manned pay desks instead of 
machines in dark comers. 

Jane Brooks. 47, who runs a 
recruitment agency, told re¬ 
searchers that she had been 

followed by a man from a 
train at Brighton station to the 
dimly lit comer of a car park 
where she had policed. Mrs 
Brooks confronted him, 
shrieking until he ran away, 
but said that a man matching 
his description had mugged a 
woman in Hastings. Mrs 
Brooks said: “Now I always 
drive to work. I keep my doors 
locked, as people have tried to 
open them at traffic lights, and 
I leave my car in a security car 
park, designed with women in 
mind." 

Car park operators are find¬ 
ing that simple measures can 
have impressive results. Cen 
tro. the West Midlands trans 
port authority, cut crime in 12 
of its station car parks by 75 
per cent -this year. Television 
cameras monitor the brightly 
lit parking areas. There are 
regular security patrols. 
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on his balcony for all to see. A 
mysterious catalogue of van¬ 
dalism followed. Front door 
locks were glued, tyres were 
punctured and hinliners full 
of domestic rubbish and cook¬ 
ing oil were found floating in 
swimming pools. 

Mr Hiles has no idea who 
the culprit might be but 
applauds the vandal. "It’s not 
serious is if? The trouble with 

this lot around here is' that 
they have no sense of hum¬ 
our. They’re all peasants.” 

When not engaged in open 
warfare with his neighbours, 
he paints landscapes and 
portraits in the style of Picas¬ 
so. The inside walls of his 
home are covered with surre¬ 
al and expressionist murals. 
That’s why l came here: the 
light, the sunshine and the 

peace and quiet to paint. But 
once that lot showed up in 
numbers everything went 
wrong.” 

He loses no opportunity to 
exact his misanthropic re¬ 
venge after any provocation, 
real or imagined. “The way 
these people are I challenge 
anyone not to end up hating 
humanity. When they have 
parties and wake me up I 

know just what to do.” He 
proudly displays a bank of 
huge speakers on his balcony 
wired to a powerful amplifier 
and radio tuner. T find one of 
the Arab stations which plays 
music and around dawn 1 
turn it on full blast and let 
them have a really nice long 
taste of it" 

It was after one such recent 
incident that Mr Hiles be¬ 

came involved in a struggle 
with a neighbour and lost a 
tooth. A Spanish. court 
ordered die man to pay £200 
compensation. Mr idles is 
still triumphant He pot. a 
large sign in his garden facing 
die neighbour’s home “Love¬ 
ly lolly! You lost plonkerT 

However, there is a side to. 
his character that (he neigh¬ 
bours never see. Each morn¬ 

ing he walks to; a gypsy , 
encampment on the outskirts 
of Fuengirola wherehe teach-. 

. es children to paint and draw. 
“I speak very little . Spanish, 
they speak no English at all 
But I communicate a lot better' 
with the gypsies . than, -I.. 
do with all those bloody 
retired bank managers from 
suburbia.” ; 

The neighbours havelong 
"since broken "off diplomatic ■ 
rdations.Thereisnopaaitm. 
trying, to make any contact^ 
one said. “He is quite^the 
rudest and most unpleasant 
man I haw ever met" ^ 

Another neighbour, unwill¬ 
ing to be named — like'all 
those who live near Mr. HBes 
—described him as intimidat¬ 
ing. “At 69f you wouldthfiaka 
chap wotdd cate downa-bit . 
Not him; he’s always looking 
for a confrontation over sdtae- 
thing or other." ' ■ - - r' - 

An elderly -woman Jdb- 
cribed how she had greeted 
MrHflesanemoraing mrifto 
be told: "Get back7 to bfoSdy 
suburbia where. you. tot;!*-'., 
long.” She had remonstrated 
with himlover his rudeness- 

"but beat a testy retreat when 
“his. eyesbegan to revolve". V. 

A man twice Mr Hfles’S size 
and half his age had also bfeen." 
intimidated. y Perhaps it i&he 

- artistic temperament . that 
makes him snap so qiiiekly- 
But whatever it is, you. don’t; 
want to be around wheaBBles. 
loses his rag," he said. * 

Mr Hfles is highly gratffied r' 
when told of such simmering 
hostility “That suits ine.fme. 
The only better news wbtdd 

and gtT home where the^ 
belong. You never khow. tiiat 
might still happen." . ... 

r ; 1 lift;- 
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The Times Christmas Appeal 

Red Cross urges ban to 
stop landmine carnage 

PiU#e-l 

By John Young 

MORE than 800 people are 
killed and thousands more 

. injured each month by 
landmines, according to a new 
report by the International 
-Red Cross. Most axe civilians, 
men. women and children 
billed or mutilated as they 
work their fields, tend their 
animals or play. 

According to estimates by 
the United Nations there are 
-100 million landmines planted 
in at feast 30 countries on five 
continents, and some special¬ 
ists think the figure may be 
twice as high. In the past 20 
years hundreds of thousands 
of people have been killed or 
maimed; those who survive 
are often left permanently 
disabled and lose their 
livelihood. 

Michael Whitlam, director- 
general of die British Red 
Cross, said: “It has been 
horrific for me to witness the 
devastating effect of landmine 
injuries, especially on child¬ 
ren. They have veiy little to 
look forward to as they grow 
up. We can provide than with 
medical care and artificial 
limbs but we cannot give them 
back their lost childhood and 
the prospects for a good 
future." 

: Countries where landmines 
are planted include well- 
known scenes of conflict such 

Yes, I want to help 
I enclose a cheque/posial order ipayable to British Red Cross) for: 

□ aso □!» [3130 □ E20 Other... 

Or please debit my Visa/Mastereard/Amex/Diners Club/Swiich 

Mo i i i m i n i i i m i n i i 
Expiry* date../_ 

Signature- 

NAME._ 
ADDRESS_ 

Todays date __/_ 

POSTCODE-..-PHONE_ 

To make an instant donation, phone our 
hotline on 071-245 1000 or send this theobwttmes 

Christy Appeal 

TIMES CHRISTMAS APPEAL ROOM 251, __ 
FREEPOST. LONDON SW1X 7BR Cg 

A domuiaD of £250 or more is worth arhinl os much iX 
again through Gift Aid as u* can daim bad: the tax. * B ° §£ □ Please rick this box if >iw do nor *ish to receive 93 

farther inlontiauoo from the Red Cross. % 0 farther inbrmauan from the Red Cross. 

Tick this box if >m would like a receipt 

as Rwanda, Somalia. Bosnia. 
Kuwait. Afghanistan and 
Cambodia. But among other 
countries on the list are Co¬ 
lombia. Peru, Zimbabwe. 
Iraq. Poland and the 
Faiklands. 

Mine clearance is an ex¬ 
tremely dangerous and expen¬ 
sive process that few 
developing countries can aff¬ 
ord. The cheapest mines cost 
as little as £2 but the average 
cost of dealing each one is 
£650. In Cambodia it would 
take more than 4.000 years to 

dear all mines at the present 
rate of progress. 

Mines used to be detectable 
because of their metal content 
but new technologies and ma¬ 
terials have made it possible to 
produce varieties that are 
practically undetectable and 
also are effective for far long¬ 
er. Electronic techniques have 
been developed specifically to 
make such weapons still more 
insidious, and some even re¬ 
semble toys in order to attract 
children. 

The Red Cross has estab¬ 

lished a special orthopaedic 
unit to help the victims of 
landmines. So far it has pro¬ 
duced more than 70.000 artifi¬ 
cial limbs that have been fitted 
to patients in 17 countries. 

The new report calls for a 
tightening of international law 
on the use of landmines, 
which, it points out. not only 
cause horrific casualties bur 
make large areas inaccessible, 
isolating communities and 
preventing refugees from re¬ 
turning home. 

At present between 35 and 
40 countries are thought to 
produce. to one million 
mines a year and. of those 
countries, 24 are known ex¬ 
porters. Exact numbers can¬ 
not be determined because 
rudimentary devices can be 
produced without being regis¬ 
tered or licensed, and even 
advanced examples can be 
copied and manufactured in 
secret. 

"The Red Cross considers 
this issue to be of major 
importance and has called on 
the British Government and 
others to ban the indiscrimi¬ 
nate use of these appalling 
and destructive weapons." Mr 
Whitlam said. 

"We are hoping that the 
review of the 1980 United 
Nations Weapons Convention 
will bring some positive result 
so that this carnage can be 
brought to an end." 

W-,V 
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A landmine victim treated at a Red Cross workshop in Afghanistan. 

Petrol stations arm to fight crime 
By Kevin Eason 

MOTORING CORRESPONDENT 

PETROL stations are waging a high- 
technology war on thieves and van¬ 
dals who are costing the industry 
£50 million a year. 

The bill for the .latest security 
equipment — from bullet-proof glass 
to time-locked safes that protect 
money to be paid out on the National 
Lottery — is as high as £39,000 per 
filling station. The British Oil Service 
Station Security Committee, known 
as Boss, which represents all the 
major oil companies, says that filling 
stations, often open 24 hours a day, 
are easy pr^ both for those seeking to 
steal sweets and drinks and those 
determined to raid tills for cash.' 

Cars have' been driven away as 
motorists paid for fuel inside the fill-. 

ing-stafion shop. One motorist went 
into a Texaco shop in London to pay 
for Ids fuel only to discover his 
Mercedes gone when he returned. 

A study by Boss found that eight 
out of ten filling stations have suffer¬ 
ed from crime, with one in four 
robbed in the past year. More than 40 
per cent had suffered shoplifting. 
Peter Allen, head of the Boss commit¬ 
tee that evaluates new equipment 
said: “Our problem is thaf we cannot 
have petrol stations protected by 
metal grilles and guard dogs, so we 
are looking at more novel measures 
and technology to protect sites." 

BP is spending almost £100.000 on 
200 safes with time-delayed locks to 
guard National Lottery prize money. 
The safes cannot be immediately 
opened by staff who may be threat¬ 
ened by robbers. By the time the safe 

opened die criminals would have 
been photographed. At some sites, 
staff can nit a panic button and 
robbers will be sprayed with water 
that has been treated with a chemical 
that shows up under ultra-violet light 

One unnamed site, owned by the 
Q8 chain, on die A23 near Brighton 
has a protective glass screen that rises 
within three seconds to cut off the till, 
sensitive alarms, steel doors, steel 
bollards to fend off ram-raiders, and 
reinforced roof and walls. 

Some companies have found that 
simple measures such as better light¬ 
ing, employing more staff and keep¬ 
ing Jess cash on site deter criminals. 

Texaco uses electronic tills that 
leave just a small cash float. The rest 
of the money is deposited automati¬ 
cally into an underground safe that 
cannot be opened by staff. 
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Pantomimes 
are booming 

— oh yes 
they are! 

By Alexandra Frean 
MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH pantomime Is celebrating a 
bumper year with a record number of 
productions. More than 250 shows are 
bong staged up and down the country 
this year, compared with about 235 last 
year, and ticket sales are already an 
estimated 15 per cent up on 1993. 

Paul Elliott, who beads E&B, Britain's 
biggest pantomime production company, 
said *haf be had £12 million in 
ticket sales so far for the 30 shows he is 
staging around the country—more than 
£1 million more than the same time last 
year. 

Jane Ellis, of the Everyman Theatre in 
Gloucester, which is staging The Jungle 
Book as a Christmas show, reports a 
similar picture. “Recently we had our 
mod successful day in more than three 
years, taking £8,000 id ticket sales in 24 
hours." she said. The theatre expects to 
take £208,000 for its five-week panto run 
— more than three times the takings for 
plays staged in other seasons. 

Jane Moss, a spokeswoman for the 
Society of London Theatres, said that this 
year there was a wider range of panto¬ 
mimes than nonnaL In pHHifjpn to 
traditional stories, such as Cinderella. 
Dick Whittington. Aladdin, Jack and 
the Beanstalk and Babes in the Wood. 
there were productions of Calamity 
Jane, Robinson Crusoe and Pinnochio— 
all bided as pantos. 

Mr Elliot said the increasing populari¬ 
ty of pantomimes was in part a knock-on 
effect from the success of big West End 
musicals. "Pantomimes are becoming 
bigger and better with more spectacular 
sets like the musicals," he said. “We have 
invested £150,000 on new costumes for 
our Birmingham production of Jack and 
the Beanstalk and have built a huge 
computeroperated giant and a beanstalk 
that rises 38 feet out of the orchestra pit" 
Similarly, the Mayflower Theatre in 
Southend has created a spectacular 46ft 
by 35ft doak for its production of Dick 
Whittington, which stars Rod Hull and 
Emu and features Gary Bushell from 
The Sun. 

Martin Brawn, of foe actors’ union 
Equity, said ibis year's productions 
showed a return to British talent and an 
end to last year's whim for stars from 
Australian soap operas, such as Neigh¬ 
bours and Home and Away. Only one 
Australian actor has been granted a work 
permit allowing him to appear in British 
panto this year, compared to 25 last year. 

“Weaksed the Department of Employ¬ 
ment to review (heir policy for giving 
permits as part of a campaign to reserve 
these roles for'British talent,” Mr Brown 
said. "It seems to have paid off.” Instead, 
the heroes of many of this year’s shows 
are the stars from ITVs sports entertain¬ 
ment programme Gladiators. 

Gas alert 
as car 

hits main 
A man has been charged with 
drink-driving after a car 
crashed into a gas main, 
casuing a series of leaks. 
About 150 people were evacu¬ 
ated from their homes as gas 
filled the air in London 
Colney. Hertfordshire, on 
Tuesday evening. 

All roads into London 
Colney were dosed for 24 
hours. A local man aged 40 
was hailed to appear before 
St Albans magistrates on 
February 2. 

Circus inquest 
An inquest into foe death of 
Neville Campbell. 20. of 
Trentham, Staffordshire, 
during a performance at 
Blackpool Tower Circus was 
told that the accident had 
been caused by human error. 
The inquest was adjourned. 

Heart warmer 
The Freeman Hospital in 
Newcastle upon Tyne has 
performed its 500th emergen¬ 
cy heart transplant, ou a man 
from Northern Ireland in his 
fifties. Three hundred and 
fifty nine of the transplant 
patients are still alive. 

Murder charge 
Richard John Beal, 26, of 
Bridlington, was remanded 
in custody by magistrates in 
Hull yesterday charged with 
the murder of his mother. 
Lyndsey Margaret BeaL 46, 
atberbomeinHcdon. Hum¬ 
berside, on Christmas Day. 

Cydist killed 
A cyclist was crushed to death 
after bang run over by a 
Tony on her way to work. The 
woman, aged 40. died within 
minutes orthe accident on the 
Bromley bypass in soufoeast 
London. Police are appeal¬ 
ing for witnesses. 

Missing maggots 
Trading standards officers in 
Co Durham have recom¬ 
mended selling maggots by 
weight rather than by the 
pint, after an investigation 
showed that tackle shops 
were selling anglers short 
measures. 
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jo OVERSEAS NEWS_ 

France’s Algerians 
fear reprisals for 
extremist attacks 

FRANCE'S Algerian com¬ 
munity has been left isolated, 
depressed and fearful after 
last Saturday’s hijacking of a 
French Airbus and the murder 
on Tuesday of four priests hi 
northern Algeria. The priests 
were apparently killed in re¬ 
taliation for the killing of the 
four Algerian hijackers by 
French anti-terrorist police in 
Marseilles. 

Trapped between extrem¬ 
ism on the one hand and the 
backlash it provokes on the 
other, the Algerian commun¬ 
ity in France has viewed this 
week's events with deep con¬ 
cern. Nothing illustrated its 
dejection more clearly than the 
sight yesterday of families 
waiting In vain in Marseilles 
for ferries to take them back to 
Algeria. None arrived as a 
result of a French Govern¬ 
ment decision to suspend ail 
air and maritime links be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

A few miles away, in the 
centre of Marseilles, French 
television crews asked Mus¬ 
lims to comment on Mondays 
rescue of the 170 hostages. 
Mindful that French broad¬ 
casts can be seen on the other 
side of the Mediterranean, 
and doubtless afraid of repri¬ 
sals by Islamic terrorists, not 
one was prepared to answer. 
One older man looked up, 
blinked at the camera, then 
looked at the pavement m a 
gesture that bore eloquent 
testimony to the fear gripping 
his community. 

“We're against all this, of 
course we are," said another 
man as he scuttled away. And 

From Adam Sage in paris 

yet. if the extremists of the 
Islamic Salvation Front and 
Armed Islamic Group — the 
organisation that hijacked the 
Airbus in Algiers — are a 
source of anxiety, so too are 
die reactions they prompt. 

In August, for instance, 
after the assassination in Al¬ 
giers of five Frenchmen, there 
was strong support in France 
for measures seen as racist by 
the Muslim community. 
These included wide-ranging 
roadblocks in Paris, the expul¬ 
sion of 20 suspected terrorists, 
and a decision to ban Muslim 
pupils from wearing head- 
scarves in schools. 

On Tuesday, in the wake of 
the latest outrages, Charles 

Group admits 
killing priests 
Tunis: Four Catholic priests 
were killed in Algeria on 
Tuesday because they resist¬ 
ed a kidnap attempt by 
three Muslim fundamental¬ 
ist gunmen. Algerian au¬ 
thorities said. 

The Armed Islamic 
Group (G1A). which hi¬ 
jacked the Air France air¬ 
liner. yesterday admitted 
responsibility for the kil¬ 
lings. In a statement sent to 
news organisations It said 
the priests — three French¬ 
men and a Belgian — died 
as part of a campaign of 
“annihilation and physical 
liquidation of Christian 
crusaders’'. (Reuter) 

Pas qua, France’s Interior 
Minister, announced further 
unspecified security mea¬ 
sures. “A straightening of 
identity controls cannot be 
ruled out," his spokesman 
said yesterday. 

If so, the 600,000 Algerians 
who live in France, and the 
million Frenchmen of Algeri¬ 
an extraction, are certain to 
feel that, once again, they are 
being targeted because of ac¬ 
tions by a smalt minority. 

In the past year, the French 
police have uncovered several 
arms caches destined for ter¬ 
rorists in Algeria. In France's 
run-down suburbs, where un¬ 
employment sometimes ap¬ 
proaches 70 per cent, young 
Muslims can be tempted to 
follow Islamic militants. 

For all that, however, there 
is no evidence that France is 
swamped by fundamentalism. 
An opinion poll in October 
showed that support among 
Muslims for the Islamic Sal¬ 
vation Front was less than 10 
per cent. More than 60 per 
cent of those questioned said it 
was a threat. Among the 
Algerian community the fig¬ 
ure was even higher. 

Yesterday a Muslim group' 
expressed its “stupor at the 
odious assassination" of the 
four missionaries in foe Alge¬ 
rian town of Tizi Ouzou. “We 
associate ourselves with foe 
pain of those dose to people 
coldly assassinated by we 
know not what devil," said foe 
National Federation of Mus¬ 
lims of France. 

Leading article, page 17 
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CIA puts Socialists 
its spies survive 

into censure 

Irene Pivetti, lower house Speaker, after meeting President Scalfaro yesterday 

Bossi warns against snap poll 
From Agence France-Presse in rome 

SUPPORT for a non-partisan 
government to replace that of 
Silvio Berlusconi, the caretak¬ 
er leader, grew among Italian 
parties yesterday as President 
Scalfaro continued talks to 
end foe country’s political 
crisis. 

Umberto Bossi. leader of the 
Nonhem League, whose de¬ 
fection from the Government 

brought down Signor Berlu¬ 
sconi last week, said after 
meeting Signor Scalfaro that 
parliament had “not just lost 
confidence in Berlusconi, but 
in the entire Government". 

The Northern League 
would back a government that 
had wide support in parlia¬ 
ment or a non-partisan one 
made up of technocrats, Si- 

ror Bossi added. He said that 
Signor Berlusconi's Forza 

Italia party won snap elec¬ 
tions. “there may never again 
be an opportunity for 1 sweep¬ 
ing] reforms". 

Signor Berlusconi and his 
closest ally, the neo-Fascist 
National Alliance, appear set 
to gain from early polls, which 
they demanded last week. 

UN commander holds Bihac talks to save ceasefire 

Rose: Serbs had stopped 
him from visiting area 

From Tim Judah 

IN BELGRADE 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL Sir Mi¬ 
chael Rose, the United Nations 
commander in Bosnia, yesterday 
attempted to consolidate foe republic¬ 
wide ceasefire by visiting the north¬ 
western endave of Bihac. General 
Rose, who until yesterday was pre¬ 
vented from visiting foe area by the 
Serbs, held talks with General Atif 
Dudakovic, the Bosnian army’s 
Bihac commander and with Fikret 

Abdic, foe rebel Muslim leader. With 
the ceasefire holding throughout 
most of Bosnia-Herzegovina, the 
Bihac fighting is delaying the start of 
talks on a four-month cessation of 
hostilities. This is supposed to be 
agreed by Sunday. The Bosnian 
army in the Bihac enclave has been 
fighting not only Bosnian Serbs, but 
also Mr Abdic's troops and those of 
his sponsors, the Krajina Serbs from 
Serb-held Croatia. 

The Bosnian Government says that 
Mr Abdic's men and the Krajina 

Serbs are really fighting on behalf of 
foe Bosnian Serbs, and adds that it 
will not talk about a full truce until 
they have also agreed to a ceasefire. 
General Dudakovic was reported to 
have told General Rose yesterday 
that he was demanding the with¬ 
drawal from the endave of foe 
Krajina Serbs and Mr Abdic’s forces. 

Sources say they do not expect Mr 
Abdic to agree to a truce yet He was 
driven from foe area last August with 
30.000 of his followers. Two-thirds of 
them are now living on a chicken 

farm that Mr Abdic used to run. Last 
week Mr Abdic’s forces, supported by 
the Krajina Serbs, took the town of 
Velika KJadusa from when most of 
the refugees come Sources say Mr 
Abdic may try to fight on until he has 
taken back the surrounding villages. 
- Mr Abdic has been holding talks 
with the UN about foe return of his 
refugees. Unconfirmed reports say he 
has also asked foe UN to help him 
transport 90,000 hens back to the 
chicken farm so that he can restart 
Ins business. 

cyberspace 
From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

AMERICAN intelligence 
agents in search of sensitive 
and top-secret. information 
need look no further than the 
computer terminal on their 
desk, it emerged yesterday. 

A doak-an d-d agger net¬ 
work has been set up in foe 
United States that shatters foe 
mystique so often, associated 
with the world of espionage. 

Hk intelligence commun¬ 
ity, keen to impove commun¬ 
ications but recognising that 
the regular Internet — so- 
called cyberspace — used by 
businesses and countless oth¬ 
er government agencies was 
too risky, has developed a 
system based on the same 
technology known as Intelmk. 

The network, operational 
for only a few weeks, allows 
for the sharing of secret infor¬ 
mation including satellite im¬ 
agery and video footage and 
will eventually permit senior 
CIA analysts and soldiers in' 
the field to tap into a broad 
bank of classified information. 

Those involved are careful 
to point out that Intelink, 
which contains data from foe 
CIA, the National Security 
Agency, the Pentagon and 
ofoer parts of foe national 
security bureaucracy, will be 
available only to those with 
Top Secret clearance. 

The computer runs on a 
cable network that the mili¬ 
tary and other agencies had 
been using for encrypted data. 
While this had allowed for 
electronic whispering in bina¬ 
ry code — the equivalait of E- 
mafl — it did not permit 
browsing of entire databases. 

Intel ink also serves as a 
means of searching for specific 
kinds of information. Baskets, 
or “home pages” can be creat¬ 
ed on any specific subject so 
that, for instance, Warren 
Christopher, foe Secretary of 
State, might go to the Korea . 
page and immediately find an 
analysis from both the CIA 
and D1A (Defence Intelligence 
Agency). , 

Those familiar with the 
network say it has been de¬ 
signed never to be penetrated. I 
But in the light of the Aldrich 
Ames case, in which a CIA 
counter-intelligence, officer 
spied for the KGB for nearly a 
decade, there is certain-to be 
debate about access. •• j.. . 

censure 
in Spain 
.From EdWardOwen . "• 

IN-MADRID 

THE minority .Socialist Gov¬ 
ernment in Spain fought off 
fresh allegations of corruption- 
and fraud yesterday after the. 
Madrid stock market plunged; 
this week to its lowest point of ... 
the year in reaction to; the: 
claims. •.»! 

With the -support of foe' 
Catalan nationalists, foe Gov¬ 
ernment defeated a motion 
tabled by foe opposition par-: 
ties demanding that Juan 
Alberto Belloch, Minister of 
Justice and the . Interior,-; 
should appear before a special 
committee in foe congress. ;■ 
The centreright Popular Par¬ 
ty and the United Left commu¬ 
nists want Senor Belloch to; 
explain why a judicial body pf - 
the- Interior Ministry is inves- - 
ligating corruption after 12 
years of Socialist rule. 

One inquiry headed by. 
Judge Ana Ferrer has un¬ 
earthed cheques totalling £35 
million signed by the former 
head of state security, Rafael 
Vera, from the Government's 
secret slush fund account at 
the Bank of Spain. 

Judge Ferrer is investigat- 
inp the disappearance earlier , 
this year of foe former head of. 
the civil guard. Luis Roldan, ax - 
foe same time as millions of . 
pounds from the slush fund, 
supposedly used for dirty 
tricks operations to fight crime.' 
and terrorism. Many cheques: 
were for £50,000 made out ten 
ministry employees. 

Another investigation led by 
Judge Baitasar Garson has., 
taken a dramatic turn after the- 
two key players involved are- 
serialising their memoirs in El 
Mundo. The two men woe 
police officers in Bilbao and 
were convicted six years ago of 
taking part in a covert opera¬ 
tion foal killed about 27 Eta 
terrorists or suspects in France 
between 1983 and 1987. 

The police officers, allowed 
out on day release this sum-' 
mer, had apparently been 
promised a government pay¬ 
off of £13 million each. But 
when they did not receive the 
reward, perhaps because £e- 

. nor Roldan had: absconded 
with-it. they sold their stray. 
Yesterday's instalment indi¬ 
cated that Jose Banionuevo. 
the then Interior Minister, had 
been in charge:of.: or known 
about. Gal. foe Anti-Terrorist 
Liberation Group* ... . 

RAC peace of mind 

from £29 

V • * /•* * • ;■ :* 

v* 
■ 

' : 

Take a risk each time you drive. Or get any parts used. And think what you 

a New Knight of the Road on your side could save on rescues and tows. Find out 

from £29* a year with Starter, the RAffs how to become a Member of the RAC 
low cost rescue service. 

■ Over 80% of patrols arrive within an 
hour of your call 

■ 85% of breakdowns are fixed on 
the spot 

■ Local taws are free 

You'll have financial peace of mind too 

Our labour Is free - you only pay for 

from just £29 today; 

PHONE FREE ON 

AND QUOTE SS 010073/MA 

THE NEW 
KNIGHTS 

OF THE 

| YES! I wont peace d mind every time I drive. Please send details of £29 Staler Membership, 

j mr/mrs/ms/miss 

TELEPHONE 

Send to: RAC Starlet; FREEPOST, Bristol BS3B 7ALI (No stamp necessary.] _ 
| 'Sfe'tar osste £29 plus o onceHjnly £6 joining fee that* waived if you pay by Continuous Credit Cotd Authority Of Drred Debit | 

Phone Imes open Mon-Frr flom-Spre, Sal Pom-5pm Sun 10am-4pm. STO00I/SSOO99/3/MA. 

BORLAND DASHBOARD 
& SIDEKICK S-IN-1 PACKAGE 

ONLY 

£ m EAin 
THE LION KING I ALADDIN 

• Card file and scheduler 

► Over 50 label templates 
► Quick click to your 
application 

’ Measures system 
resources 

' Display programmes 
on 3, 5,7 or 9 screens 
at once 

SPECIAL PRICE £9.99 

MICROSOFT SAGE 
BEST OF ENTER1AMMENT PACK MONEYWISE 

■ 3.5" software package 
• Includes over 2,000 frames of 

Disney animation, soundtrack 
and Interactive story In 
tbndess Disney tradUon 

■ 3-5' software package 
■ ah the charm, action and 

adventure of Dlsne/s animated 
M«asy feature film, with the 
soundtrack to match 

SPECIAL PRICE £9.99 | SPECIAL PRICE £9.99 

• 14 games for all the family, 
Indudng winners such 
as Tetris, Piped*earns 
and Chess 

SPECIAL PRICE 

£9.99 

• complete software package 
Ibr managing your 
Pc^onal finances 

SPECIAL PRICE ju 

£9.99 

pfjlS *^.S^»TEMs7iNCUIPIIie5ELECTEas5S!SS^!!!r"^ 
OVER 5,000 OFFICE PBOD^ 

__2ND JANUARY 10-5 

Become a Staples Member and take 
advantage ct our lowest prices (as tfiown). 

Membership is free and hstant andean 
txs arranged by vHtlng your local store or 

by caffing 0345 386386 today) 

0345 386386 and wewfldefrer Nationwide 
i ramland U.K.J within 14 working days (Moo-Fri). 

c*®lv«ry orders wB Incur a £2^0 postage and packing 
dvsgeper item [if ordering 5 Items ddhery is free). 

TELEPHONE 

0345386386 
(AU CAUS OiARGEB AT LOCAL BAIE 

*M IIKCaSC Of QUA MOWS BfBWMrsnMS, IH[ STATUS normal 
^SatpiwlucJshweb»la^kMOTt;rorrhei»ffi-^Trz^^«ia!>oucrifi>A»BAiHieHnwswj*«iu« 
Pitco at Ifttgat at 90^3 tg -prig n rwwi i-. W On ?MOIo ncrou) Hatha B»v, Al ■ 
Dvr rtf* to am or awndpnw or <«« **><« 
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Britain’s yuppies 
lured by good life 
in Eastern Europe 

OVERSEAS NEWS 11 

From Adam LeBor in Budapest 

THE scene could be a crowded 
venue in any British dty. 
Becketts Irish Bar. complete 
with imported bar staff, 
draught Guinness and an 
Italian restaurant attached, is 
jammed with young British 
professionals. 

In one comer the lawyers, in 
another the advertising execu¬ 
tives; their neighbours a dutch 
of entrepreneurs and journal¬ 
ists relaxing over a drink after 
a day at work, discussing 
everything from their cash 
flow to their love lives. 

This is not Soho or Salford, 
however, but Budapest, one of 
the latest outposts of capital¬ 
ism’s new frontier; Eastern 
Europe. Once young business 
pioneers seeking adventure 
and a career boost were told: 
“Go West young man". Now 
they are hearting east: to take 
advantage of the type of oppor¬ 
tunities Britain can never 
offer, and they are landing in 
Warsaw, Prague and the Hun¬ 
garian capital- 

Five years after the collapse 
of communism, Eastern Eu¬ 
rope's capitals have less cul¬ 
ture. shock and more of the 
amenities of home, from Eng¬ 
lish-language newspapers and 
radio stations to pizza par¬ 
lours with dial or fax ordering 
services. As well as Becketts. 
Budapest also boasts several 
English-stjde pubs. 

Property in the three capi¬ 
tals is relatively cheap and a 
spacious flat can be rented for 
about £300 a month. A meal 
out in a restaurant can still 
cost as tittle as £10 a head 

The most important issue, 
however, according to expatri¬ 
ates. is that Eastern Europe’s 

society and economies are still 
in a state of flux, open to new 
ideas and offering a good 
market for business propos¬ 
als. “The Hungarian economy 
is much less structured than a 
developed Western one and so 
there are huge gaps, in every¬ 
thing from the service indus¬ 
tries to producing carrier bags 
for new shops.” said Tim 
Smart, author of a handbook 
on doing business in 
Hungary. 

With Levi jeans and Mc¬ 
Donald’s restaurants on virtu¬ 
ally every comer, the old style 
fascination with everything 
Western has long disappeared 
in Eastern Europe- It has been 
replaced by a desire, especially 
among the young, to learn 
about business, sales and 
marketing. 

“As a foreigner you can get a 
position with much more re¬ 
sponsibility in Hungary than 
in England because there are 
not that many experts in fields 
like publishing." said Ray¬ 
mond Fox-Miller, 30, the sales 
director of the newly launched 
Budapest airport magazine. 

"1 couldn't have this position 
on a British airport magazine, 
but here it’s an emerging and 
developing market and busi¬ 
nesses are open to what are 
new ideas for them, although 
they may not be new ideas in 
the West. Hungarians know 
that now they need some help 
with new ideas to market ana 
sell their products, both locally 
and internationally." Mr Fox- 
Miller said. 

It is not only would-be 
entrepreneurs who are finding 
opportunities here. Those in 
the more creative professions 
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hope for 
Balkans 

From Hm Judah 
1NZHULTKAMUK •. 

THERE is good news from 
the Balkans, but it Is some¬ 
times hard to find Follow a 

. dirt (rack up into Bulgaria's 
Rhodopes mountains and you 
may come to Zhuk Kanrak, 80 
miles southeast of Sofia and 
home to 250 people. It has one 
telephone, the bus comes 
twice a week, its fextile factory 
dosed down in 1990 and 
hardly anyone has a perma¬ 
nent job. 

Despite its misfortunes, 
Zbuh Kamuk is good news, 
because: there are no cynical 
nationalist politicians. Its 
people are all from Bulgaria's 
ethnic Turkish minority but 
Behcet Riunadanov, the may¬ 
or. does not say life is difficult 
because of this. "I would not 
call it. discrimination," he 
says. “It’S just that we’re the 
last village on the road and 
the goods have not come to us 
yet".... 

Pessimists believe that if a 
ftifl-scale Balkan war breaks 
out Bulgaria and Turkey will 
be drawn in. However, de¬ 
spite claims from ethnic Turk¬ 
ish politicians that there is 
discrimination against their 
people, moderate language is 
helping to inoculate the coun¬ 
try from the scourge of nation¬ 
alism that afflicts the rest of 
the region. 

Ten per cent of Bulgaria’s 
8.7 million people are ethnic 
Talks. In 1989. just before the 
fail of communism, Todor 
Zhivkov. Bulgaria’s former 
dictator, attempted to shore 
up his regime with a dose of 
national ism. He tried to force 
Turks to “Bulgarianisc" their 
names. Between May and 

a September 1989, 340,000 fled, 
but 440,000 returned after his 
demise. _ 

■ Since then the country's 
etimir Turks, most of whom 
live on the land and have 
traditionally grown tobacco. 

1 have faced hard times. Tens of 
thousands have gone back to 
Turkey, in search of work. 

■ Lawsto return property to its 
pre-communist owners have 
also left many Turks landless, 

■ arid they have been hit by the 
low’price of tobacco. Many of 
these problems, however, also 

in quake 
off Japan 

Tokyo; The second strong 
offshore earthquake within 
three months shook northern 
Japan late yesterday, killing at 
least three people and injuring 
more than 150. Two deaths 
and most of the injuries occ¬ 
urred in Hachinohe. 240miles 
north of Tokyo, where the 
tremor was also felt. The two 
victims died when part of a 
pinball parlour collapsed. A 
75-year-old woman died of 
shock nearby, the Japanese 
media reported. Reuter) 

Kurds perish 
Baghdad: Newspaper reports 
said 200 people died in five 
days of fighting between rival 
Kurdish groups in northern 
Iraq. The resort of SaJahuddin 
was “a city of ghosts", one re¬ 
pent said (Reuter) 

Law blocked 
Salem: A federal judge has 
blocked implementation of 
Oregon’s law on assisted sui¬ 
cide, narrowly approved in a 
referendum fast month, until a 
court can deride whether it is 
constitutional. (AP) 

Dozens killed 
Maturioe Dozens of people 
died in an explosion and fire 
after two Venezuelan buses 
collided head-on. rupturing an 
oil and gas pipeline here. One 
official said the- death toll 
could reach 50. (AP) 

Market pledge 
Tirana: President Berisha of 
Albania has promi^ to make : 
“massive privatisation and the 1 
extension of the area of free en- . 
terprise” his Government’s ] 
mam objective in the coming , 
year. (Reuter) \ 

Deer error 
Lagos: A bus driver, arrested 
for kfifing a road-safety offi¬ 
cial, said he had mistaken the 
man standing by the side of a 
road for an antelope and de¬ 
cided to run hover, die Nigeri¬ 
an Tribune said. (AFP) 

Local leaderssay that since 
the end of Ottoman Turkish 
domination! in 1878, there has 
been no histoiy of ethnic 
dashes in Bulgaria- Yunal 

vk*Hpresident of the 
Movement for Rights, and ■ 
Freedoms, the political party 
representing ethnic Turks in 
parliament, says: “The situa¬ 
tion wiD never explode here as 
it did in Bosnia because 
Bulgarians and Turks are not 
extreme nationalists or fanat¬ 
ics. and have a tradition of 
peaceful coexistence." 

Maxine O’Brien, of the Light¬ 
ning Ridge Miners’ Assoo-; 
ation. eastern Australia, gazes 
at the .world's largest opal, 
weighing 1,9823 carats and 
valued at £498,077, which is to 
he auctioned m February. (AP) 

find the region an ideal place 
to branch out In a new 
direction, away from the pry¬ 
ing and perhaps mocking eyes 
of their peers at home. 

Rebecca Demon was classi¬ 
cally trained in opera singing, 
but had never performed in 
public before she arrived in 
Budapest After a few audi¬ 
tions she was regularly play¬ 
ing several of the dry's top 
cafes and nightclubs. "I would 
have been too scared to sing in 
London, but it made me 
realise that I could do it You 
can try any kind of performing 
here without that intense com¬ 
petition. It let me develop my 
own style.” Ms Denton said. 

Not every Czech, Pole or 
Hungarian welcomes the in¬ 
flux of Westerners, however. 
Some Eastern Europeans re¬ 
sent what they see as a 
colonisation of their home 
cities by overpaid invaders 
who sometimes make virtual¬ 
ly no effort to learn the 
language or culture. 

Race to 
save rare 
Hebrew 

book 
By Eve-Ann Prentice 

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

AN INTERNATIONAL race 
is under way to rescue one of 
the world's rarest Hebrew 
manuscripts, which is 
thought to be disintegrating 
fast in a Bosnian hank vault 

The 14th-century illuminat¬ 
ed haggadah — a collection of 
prayers used to celebrate 
Passover — is feared to have 
been damp when it was 
placed in the vault after being 
snatched from a flooded base¬ 
ment in a shelled museum on 
Sarajevo’s “Sniper’s Alley" in 
June 1992. 

Now Marian Wenzel, a 
London-based art historian, is 
organising a mission by ex¬ 
perts from Istanbul to exam¬ 
ine the book and “administer 
first aid on the spot".! Her 
campaign comes amid reports 
that Jews from Israel and the 
United States are trying to 
gain permission to move the 
manuscript under armed 
guard out of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

The haggadah, one of for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia’s finest nat¬ 
ional treasures, is “a hand- 

Detail from a page of the haggadah, a manuscript worth up to E3 million, thought to be rotting in a vault 

span wide", has 142 vellum 
folios of exquisite drawings, 
gold and copper calligraphy, 
and has become a symbol of 
Bosnia's history of past reli¬ 
gious and ethnic tolerance. 
The manuscript the second 
oldest haggadah in Europe, 
belongs to Sarajevo’s Jewish 
community, but has been 

entrusted to the Bosnian Gov¬ 
ernment. which is reluctant to 
let it leave die capitaL 

Dr Christopher de Hamel 
director of Sotheby’s Western 
manuscripts department, 
said: “One would feel com¬ 
fortable to see it in a more 
stable environment. Illustrat¬ 
ed Hebrew manuscripts are 

very, very, veiy rare." The 
haggadah is said to be worth 
between $2 million (El JO mil¬ 
lion) and $5 million. The 
manuscript, created in about 
1350. was brought from Spain 
by a Jewish family fleeing 
persecution in the Middle 
Ages. In 1941. it was buried 
beneath an apple tree on 

Mount Bjelasnica — now a 
Muslim-Serb front line — to 
fofl Nazis who had been 
ordered to seize iL Dr Wenzel 
hopes that two experts in 
Turkey, including Cazim 
Hadzinajlic of the Art Insti¬ 
tute of Istanbul, will be able to 
reach the haggadah by the 
end of January. 

THE MOST EXCITING INTRODUCTION 
TO CLASSICAL MUSIC FOR CHILDREN 

SINCE PETER MET THE WOLF. 
Most parents who love and enjoy 

classical music long to pass on the 

same pleasure to their children. 

But how do you “teach” children a 

love of classical music? 

The key - as most talented music 

teachers will tell you - lies in not 

just engaging their ear, but ifi 

engaging their imagination. 

the music used to highlight the story 

- then listen to the music by itself. 

In this way, The Magical Music Box 

puts their imagination to work, 

helping them to “see” the music in 

their mind’s eye. And you’ve only 

.uE MAGIcIT 

Musi£2?x An ongoing adventure story, with original 

illustrations. 

r*. Iscc 

A knowledge of Wp? 

classical music and its 

history are requirements under the ^ 

National Curriculum 

Which is the simple but highly 

effective principle behind The 

Magical Music Box. 

Adventures in the World of 

Classical Music 

At the heart of each issue of TTte 

Magical Music Box is an exciting 

adventure story matched with a 

well-known piece of classical music, 

with each bringing the — — 

other vividly to life. - Someo 

(You may have already - 

seen the commercials .• 

on television). ; V && 
' Swan 

Children can read the ; ^ 

illustrated story in the . » \PeerC 
■ Ffrfrvi 

magazine, listen to a ' -'AjJtde 

dramatisation of the 

same story on the CD v 

or cassette - but with I--- — 

ADVENTURES IN THE WORLD OF CLASSICAL MUSIC 

! 

got to watch them to see that, most s 

j&L important of all, they genuinely f 

gjg|k For example: e 

Journey to the Stars 

Each fortnightly issue of 

The Magical Music Box 

features examples of the 

OWm finest work by the 

world’s most celebrated 

-.Some of themus ic 
: to come uttfafe . 

• Magical Music-Box - 

; ’the Pastoral Symphony • 
' I’ . Beethapat 

■ Swanlidee SvUe'; 
Tchaikovsky Y 

. V ; Peer Gyrft Suites . 
V Edvard Grieg . 

- A2jtde.Night.Music / 

} •* Mozart 

. The Four Seasons 

•. Vivaldi ' ••• 

composers. 

The story in part one, for example, 

is called Journey to the Stars and 

features music from The Planets 

by Holst, performed by the Royal 

.Philharmonic Orchestra. 

On the CD or cassette is first the 

story (rather like a radio play), then 

an introduction to the music, and 

then the music by itself -the complete 

movements of Mars, Vfenus, Mercury 

— --TI and Jupiter. In all, the 

e music cassette or CD last for just 

under an hour, with half- 

. an-hour of pure music. 

:' And, of course, there’s 

the magazine. Beautifully 

Suites- illustrated with original 

1 commissions, it has a 

rf\Listening Guide, fea- 

; tunes on the Composer’s 

— life and inspirations, a 

guide to the instruments of the 

-— orchestra and even a music 

sheet so children can play one of the 

featured pieces on piano or recorder. 

In feet, nothing has ever combined 

education with entertainment as 

originally or as effectively as 

The Magical Music Box. 

You can'buy it 

from any newsagents 

at the introductory 

price of 99p, with 

subsequent issues 

at £2.99 (Cassette) 

£3.99 (CD). Music teachers will also 

find details of our educational 

discount in part one. 

PART ONE 99p 
AT NEWSAGENTS NOW 

MARSHALL CAVENDISH 
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Russian bombers 
hit orphanage in 
raid on Grozny 

From Richard Beeston in Grozny 

ONLY hours after President 
Yeltsin promised that his air 
force would stop bombing 
civilian targets in Greeny, the 
Chechen capital. Russian war¬ 
planes devastated an orphan¬ 
age near the city centre 
yesterday. 

in an embarrassing display 
of military incompetence, two 
Russian bombers unleashed a 
devastating attack on the four- 
storev. Stalin-era building 
wrecking one side of the red¬ 
brick structure, destroying a 
house near by and sending 
one bomb into the children's 
playground. 

The attack occurred only a 
few hundred yards from the 
place where several civilians, 
including an American pho¬ 
tographer. were killed last 
week in a similar raid which 
prompted Russian assurances 
that they would avoid attacks 
on residential areas. 

The orphanage, once one of 
the most prestigious institu¬ 
tions of its kind in the former 
Soviet Union, was in ruins last 
nighL The corridors were 
carpeted in smashed glass, a 
severed gas pipe leaked into 
the air and two storeys of 
classrooms were pulled down 
by ihe force of one bomb that 
hit the roof. There was a large 
crater in the playground, a 
slide was covered with debris 
and mud. and the head of an 

ornamental bird was ripped 
off.Yaragi Kavamukaev, the 
head of the orphanage located 
two miles from the city centre, 
said that usually he allowed 
the children to go above 
ground at about 7am, only 20 
minutes after the raid took 
place. 

“If the aircraft had come 
any later it could have been a 
catastrophe. We were lucky 
this time. What is ‘(Russian 
President] Yeltsin thinking of? 
Does he suspect these children 
are fighters? Most of them are 
Russians. They have no one in 
tbe world except us, and now 
this happens to them," he said. 

He added that most of the 
400 orphans had been found 
new homes aver the past three 
years since Chechenia de¬ 
clared independence and 
began its challenge to Russia's 
authority. The 41 children left 
behind, however, had no rela¬ 
tives willing to take them in. 

Zhenya, a dishevelled boy of 
11 in hand-me-down clothes, 
who still seemed to be in shock 
from the experience, said: “I 
was asleep with the other 
children in the shelter when I 
heard the explosion. The 
young ones started laughing 
because they thought it was a 
game. They did not under¬ 
stand what had happened. But 
we are afraid they [the air¬ 
craft] will come back." Al¬ 

though only one person was 
missing and believed killed in 
the attack, reports reaching 
Grozny said that another six 
civilians were hurt when Rus¬ 
sian bombers raided the vil¬ 
lage of Prigorodni. apparently 
trying to knock out a radio 
transmitter. 

The two incidents, coming 
so soon after the pledge by the 
Kremlin on Tuesday not to hit 
civilian targets, further under¬ 
mined whit little credibility 
Moscow has left in the eyes of 
Chechen^. "Yeltsin tells us one 
minute that he will not bomb 
civilians, and the next thing 

• you know they’ve hit an or¬ 
phanage." Dr Aslambeg 
Agsaleyev. the head of Groz¬ 
ny's main hospital, said. 

Rezvan Ibragimov, a'mid¬ 
dle-aged professor of English, 
was more forthright “Even 
the Fascists did not bomb 
children when they attacked 
us during the Second World 
War. f have had enough, 1 am 
going to fight the Russians." 

Last night, a group of Rus¬ 
sian parliamentarians staying 
in the Chechen capital in an 
effort to prevent the conflict 
deteriorating condemned the 
new bombing raids. "The 
party of war have won in 
Moscow.- Sergei Kovalyov. 
Russia's human rights com¬ 
missioner and one of the team, 
said. 
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A Russian commando outside Grozny decorates a Christmas tree with used cartridge boxes and empty cans 

Pakistan patrols front line in war on West’s supply of heroin 
DES JENSON 

m* : 
From Peregrine Hodson in peshawar 

Ilf 

yr- 
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Pakistani police check vehicles for drugs on the Peshawar to Rawipindi road 

By United Nations esti¬ 
mates. Pakistan pro¬ 
duces about 220 tons of 

opium a year, but is a net 
importer of the drug with 
some coming from the 1.500 
tons produced Afghanistan, 
where there is a civil war in the 
capital, and law enforcement 
has broken down. 

Inside Afghanistan, the anti¬ 
drugs ministry in Kabul is run 
by Dr Abdul Haq, who be¬ 
lieves religion can be a safe¬ 
guard against drug abuse. 
“We must educate the people. 
For many, in remote places, 
opium is a medicine which has 
been useful for hundreds of 
years. We must tell them the 
dangers." Unfortunately. Dr 
Haq’s drugs policy is almost 
irrelevant as much of Afghan¬ 
istan is beyond government 
control. Pakistan is left to deal 
with the problem. 

In the semi-autonomous 
tribal areas of Pakistan, on the 
border with Afghanistan, the 
raw opium is'convened to 
heroin. One of the chemicals 
used in the production of 
heroin is acetic anhydride. 
Pakistan does not manufac¬ 
ture the chemical, which is 

smuggled into the country 
from abroad. The country’s 
Anri-Nancodcs Task Force 
(ANTF) wants foreign manu¬ 
facturers to monitor their pro¬ 
duction and sales of acetic 
anyhdride. 

From the tribal areas, the 
heroin follows two main 
routes; west by road to Islam¬ 
abad airport, or south through 
Baluchistan to the Arabian 
Sea. Late at night on the 
Grand Trunk Road, between 
Peshawar and Islamabad, 
police checkposts search vehi¬ 
cles for drugs and weapons. 
They get a cash reward for any 
seizure. Men poke long metal 
probes into loads of cotton and 
vegetables, then sniff the tip 
for any trace of drugs. The 
equipment is rudimemary. 
The police are poorly paid and 
some take bribes to look the 
other way. 

If the traffickers get through 
the checkposts. foe heroin is 
smuggled via airports where 
there are too few sniffer dogs 
to screen luggage efficiently. 
Drug couriers take up to 331b 
of heroin. Body searches un¬ 
cover some of foe contrifaandL 
but drugs swallowed in con¬ 

traceptives sometimes get 
through because X-ray equip¬ 
ment is too expensive for foe 
airport authorities. 

However. Pakistan’s efforts 
against drugs have had some 
success. Last month, on foe 
bank of foe Indus. 1.1001b of 
heroin and 19.1401b of hashish 
were set alight in a public 
ceremony, while a brass band 
played funereal music. 

Foreigners are quick to 
blame Pakistan for the volume 
of drugs passing through its 
borders, but slow to offer 
assistance. Until now. the flood of 

opium from Afghani¬ 
stan has been treated 

as Pakistan’s domestic prob¬ 
lem, rather than an interna¬ 
tional issue. There is already 
aid from foreign countries 
aimed ar drugs control in 
Pakistan, but foe effect on 
opium production inside Af¬ 
ghanistan is negligible. The 
United Nations has set up 
crop-substitution programmes 
in poppy-growing areas on foe 
border between foe two coun¬ 
tries. Pakistan is in the front 
line of a war that affects foe 

rest of the world. Other coun¬ 
tries stand by as if powerless. 
Western governments, faring 
foe threat of soaring drug- 
related crime, must deride 
how much they spend to stop 
people taking drugs, and 
whether foe money should be 
spent trying to reduce demand 
domestically, or cut supply 
from overseas. 

The soldiers of the ANTF 
are keen and disciplined, but 
under-funded. They lack the 
expertise to pursue drug prof¬ 
its through money-laundering 
schemes, nor have they foe 
skills. to deal with foreign 
deportation laws. The death 
penalty has been introduced 
for major suppliers, but so far 
nobody has been executed. 
Traffickers can exploit grey 
areas between different coun¬ 
tries’ laws to block extradition 
.and bringing them to justice is 
often beyond the scope "of 
domestic legal systems. To 
cope with foe problem, an 
international court has been 
suggested, along foe lines of 
foe UN-sponsored war crimes 
tribunal in The Hague, to deal 
specifically with cases of inter¬ 
national drug smuggling. 

Dhaka in 
tunrioil j 
asMPs 
resign 

| By Christopher Thomas 

■SOUTH ASIA CORRESPONDENT 

BANGLADESH'S entire op- 
! position resigned tan parlia¬ 
ment yesterday, throwing the 
country into political .turmoil 
and threatening -foe young 
democracy .hardy: four years 
after its first freeelectiqns. ! 

The.move is designai to 
force the resignation of Be^um 
Khalida 2a, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, on foe grounds that her 
administration is corrupt and 
inept. “WeVe.donelt,** Shaikh : 
Hasina Wajed, leader of. the 
Awariii League, ’the main 
opposition'party, said after 
MPs handed .their resigna¬ 
tions to the speaker. 

Shaikh Wajed is demanding 
foe installation, of & neutral 
caretaker govemmeql pend¬ 
ing fresh, elections, which 
would not , normally be held 
until early in 1996. Yesterday’s 
resignations are foe culmina¬ 
tion of a nine-month cam¬ 
paign. marked by large-scale 
strikes and demonstrations, to 
topple foe administration. 

The reappearance of riot 
police on the streets during the 
crisis has awakened memories 
of the dictatorship of Hussain 
Ershad, who -is in jail for 
alleged offences committed 
during his rule. He still runs ~ — 
his Jatiya Party from jafl and it 
has also .resigned. 

Opposition parties held 153 
seats in foe 330-seat house. 
They said earlier this month 
that they would quit unless the 
Government resigned. Jam- 
aat-i Islami.. the main reli¬ 
gious party, was among those 
foal quit, although it played.a 
key role in putting Begum 2a 
in power in March 1991. 

A parliamentary boycott by 
foe opposition since March 
has made a mockery- of Ban¬ 
gladesh’s democratic experi¬ 
ment. A 40-day mission by a 
Commonwealth team failed to 
resolve foe conflict, which 
clearly threatens foe Govern¬ 
ment’s survival. 

Recent negotiations had 
seemed to come close to reach¬ 
ing a deal under.which Begum 
Zia would have handed over 
power to President Biswas, 
who would have conducted 
new elections as,-head of an 
interim government.'. 

A 

Zia: opposition tries to 
force her resignation 
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Rwandans return 
home to a deadly 
cycle of revenge 

OVERSEAS NEWS 13 

From Tom Walker in gitarama 

THE pessimists say Rwanda 
can never recover and again 
be a viable country. The 
optimists say it can be rescued, 
over perhaps a decade. The 
opinions belong to the legion 
of whie aid workers, soldiers 
and diplomats who buzz 
round the tiny nation. Rwan¬ 
dans. meanwhile, have little 
choice but to pick up the pieces 
of whit lives they have. 

The killings continue. At a 
twice-weekly meeting of the 
United Nations Rwanda 
Emergency Office, a military 
official reaps a' litany of 
shootings, maimings and tor¬ 
ture from the country's six 
security “sectors”. A grenade 
kills 14 near Cyangugu in the 
southwest; tie Rwandan Pa¬ 
triotic Army shoots at a boat 
on Lake Kivu, killing another 
nine; RPA widiers die in an 
attempted nutiny in the centre 
of the couiiiy. 

These ae just the reported 
incidents, t is safe to say that 
hundreds are dying every 
week. He problems often 
start whet Hutus return from 
camps ouside or inside Rwan¬ 
da to thar villages and com¬ 
munes. Automatically, they 
are suspected of involvement 
in the April genocide; their 
homes ae often occupied by 
Tutsi reumees. Up to 75 per 
cent of be Tutsis now return¬ 

ing have not been In the 
country since 1969. when they 
fled the pre-independence 
Hutu revolution. The Tutsi- 
controlled prefectures promise 
that homes will be given to 
rightful owners, but the RPA 
is the only arbitrator. 

In the volcanic folds west of 
Kigali, Nyabikenke. like thou¬ 
sands of other villages, is 
coming to terms with the 
horrors of April and its violent 
backlash- when 8,000 Hutus 
fled before the Rwandan Patri¬ 
otic Front advance. Laurent 
Nzilika, a medical assistant at 
the village dispensaiy. stayed. 
A Hutu, married to a Tutsi- he 
narrowly escaped murder by 
both sides. 

“The Hutus came to get me 
when they found 1 had been 
giving help to Tutsis,” he says. 
“I hid for two days in the bush, 
and my wife fled to Gitarama. 
1 thought she was dead." Even 
when the killings abated, 
thugs threatened to cut his 
arms off if he treated a Tutsi, 
so he stopped work altogether. 
The Tutsis accused him of 
assisting in killing his wife's 
relatives. 

“The young men and the 
children haven't come back." 
he says. The houses have been 
taken by Tutsis. The rest of us 
live in fear of the RPA 1 wish 
the UN troops would come 

here, but they never do." 
Hunts suspected of having 
killed Tutsi cattle are forced to 
pay reparations of 20.000 
Rwandan francs (£50) a cow. 
"You get three warnings." he 
says. "If you dont pay, the 
RPA come round and rake 
whatever you have. J don't 
know what the new govern¬ 
ment is doing. 1 dont know 
what the future is.” 

The acting commander of 
the nearest UN protection 
battalion, Major Nicholas 
Chinra. a Zimbabwean, ad¬ 
mits to serious misgivings 
about the RPA “From my 
point of view it looks like they 
are losing control of their 
men." he says. 

At the UN Rwanda Emer¬ 
gency Office meeting, a 
spokesman gives details of 16 
Hum returnees killed by the 
RPA The figures and the aid 
community's indignation irri¬ 
tate the REA'S liaison officer, 
Lieutenant Jean-Marie Cam¬ 
eron. “When you dont do 
justice then you cant talk 
about reconciliation.” he says. 
"Sixteen are killed now, but , 
how many were killed three 
months ago? We would like 1 
you to remember what hap- 1 
pened in this country before; 
talk about that Dont expect 
these people to go back and no 
one to react." 

A Jewish settler looks on as Palestinian protesters pray on the disputed hillside, south of Bethlehem, where bulldozers worked yesterday 

Rabin questions legality of halting settlement 
Prom Ben Lynfield 

IN JERUSALEM 

YITZHAK RABIN, the Israeli Prime 
M inister. cast doubt on the expansion 
of a Jewish settlement in the West 
Bank yesterday when he asked the 
Attorney-General to review the legal¬ 
ity of halting the project. 

The move did not stop Israeli 
bulldozers from digging for a second 
day on a hilltop south of Bethlehem 

to prepare a new neighbourhood to 
be linked with the Jewish settlement 
of EfraL Nearby, about 200 Palestin¬ 
ians from the town of AJ-Khader 
protested against the development a 
day after being evicted by soldiers 
from land they say belongs to them. 

Yassir Arafat, the PLO chairman. 
called an emergency meeting of the 
Palestinian National Authority in 
Gaza over the dispute, which has 
become a test of Mr Rabin's inten¬ 

tions in the West Bank area that 
Palestinians see as the heartland of a 
future state. Settlers view the area as 
the heart of biblical Judea, the cradle 
of the Jewish nation. 

Oded Ben-Ami. Mr Rabin’s 
Spokesman, said Michael Bert-Yair. 
the Attorney-General, would report to 
the Cabinet on Monday, but construc¬ 
tion would proceed in the meantime. 
Behira Burdugo. a spokeswoman for 
Shimon Peres, the Foreign Minister. 

said he had told Mr Arafat the matter 
was being investigated. She said the 
legality of the blocking order needed 
to be thoroughly checked because the 
construction was being carried our by 
a private group, not the Government 

The developments caused angry 
and sarcastic responses among Jew¬ 
ish settlers. “Everything the Palestin¬ 
ians do we must accept because 
otherwise the negotiations blow up.” 
said Aharon Domb, a settlers’ leader. 

Barber to four heads 
of state dies at 82 

From Tom Rhodes in Washington 

Congress urged to drop gun curbs 
From Tom Rhodes in Washington 

MJTLTCN PITTS, barber to 
four American presidents 
who nerer charged more than 
$25 (£10 for a wash, cut and 
blow-dy, has died in Wasfr- 
ingtoniiged 82. 

Recruited - as presidential 
hairstyist by Richard Nixon, 
Mr Pits went on to tend the 
heads of Ronald Reagan, 
Gerald Ford and George 
Bush d his small but very 
exdusye White House estab- 
lishmat. conveniently close 
totbePYal Office. 

- It ws Mr Pitts who per¬ 
suade* Mr Nixon to gjve up 
Biytarcm, and who gave the 
President his last haircut be¬ 
fore. te resigned over the 
Watesqate amir in 1974 He 
then bspxred Mr Ford to stop 
using Titalis and to switch to 
using i hair spray and blow 
dryer., 

On (earning of his death. 
Mr Fird said; "Mflton was 
not oily a super barber, hut a 
wise, Knowledgeable and gen¬ 
tle. warn friend.", 

Mr Pitts briefly left the 
Whitt House during the ten¬ 
ure a Jimmy Carter — when 
be feund himsdf sharing a 

“unisex" salon with a pair of 
interlopers — only to return 
when Mr Reagan was elected. 
In that post he assured the 
world that the elderly Presi¬ 
dent did not, as had been 
commonly thought dye his 
hair. 

He remained a loyal ser¬ 
vant of theWhite House until 
1993 when it became dear thar 
President Clinton had rather 
different ideas on hair care 
and entrusted his own locks to 
the more fashionable and 
mud)'more expensive hands 
of Christophe, the Hollywood 
stylist 

After the incident at Los 
Angeles airport when the 
presidential plane wailed as 
Mr Clinton was given a $200 
(£130) trim, the First Family 
sought counsel from different 
stylists. For Mr Pitts, howev¬ 
er, the damage had been 
done. 

“There's no excuse for a 
person today paying $200 for 
a haircut That’s showman¬ 
ship," he said at the time. 
“Anyone who can’t do a good 
haircut for $25 shouldn't be in 
business.” 

r . J ■. •; 

wm 

THE new Republican Con¬ 
gress. preparing for a com¬ 
plete reversal of liberal 
policies when it opens next 
week, is under pressure bom 
America’s gun owners to over¬ 
turn a ban on assault 
weapons. 

Buoyed try its rising mem¬ 
bership and the return to 
conservative values, the Nat¬ 
ional Rifle Association, the 
scourge of the liberal estab¬ 
lishment, believes that it can 
reverse a number of laws 
limiting the use of guns in the 

United States. Nineteen types 
of assault weapon were 
banned last year, sales were, 
regulated and tougher laws 
were passed to punish violent 
offenders. Gun sales 
nevertheless continued to in¬ 
crease by 60 per cent across 
the country. 

The latest estimates show 
that there are 222 million guns 
in the country. 11 million more 
than in 1993. The rifle associ- 
ation claims that while most 
Americans overwhelmingly 
favoured the Brady Bill, re¬ 

quiring five days of investiga¬ 
tions before a gun can be 
bought, they now want much 
stricter controls on criminals. 
With the Republicans control¬ 
ling Congress, it says there 
wifi be a sea change in 
attitudes towards gun 
ownership. 

T believe irs going to be our. 
agenda they are going to have 
to deal with now." said Wayne 
La Pierre, executive director of 
the rifle association, who has 
seen some of his biggest 
political enemies ousted from 

Sale of‘hitman’s bullet’ delayed 

.v. 

Milton Pitts, veteran hairstylist to the White House 
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DAVID KEEN, the manufac¬ 
turer of "Black Rhino" hand¬ 
gun bullets, which are able to 
penetrate body armour, prom¬ 
ised yesterday that he would 
delay their distribution be¬ 
cause of fears that they might 
fall into the wrong hands 
(Tom Rhodes writes). 

Mr Keen, who had previ¬ 
ously insisted that Black Rhi¬ 
no told its equally damaging 
sister, Rhino-Ammo, were 
strictly defensive ammunition, 
did not mention any delay in 
the latter’s entry on to the 

US raises 
stakes to 

win pilot’s 
release 
From Ian Brodie 
IN WASHINGTON 

SENIOR members of Con¬ 
gress issued a warning yester¬ 
day that they will move 
quickly to block North Korea's 
nuclear accord with the Uni¬ 
ted States unless an American 
helicopter pilot is released 
sooru 

“lt was a lousy deal anyway, 
and I don’t want to implement 
it." said Robert Dole, who 
takes over as Senate majority 
leader when the Republicans 
assume control of Capitol Hill 
next week. Democrats agreed 
that the entire package of 
rewards, to be given to North 
Korea for halting its nuclear 
weapons programme, could 
be scrapped. 

The first loss would be 
delivery to North Korea of 
heavy fuel oil worth nearly $5 
million (£3.2 million) by Janu¬ 
ary 23. A new year meeting 
about setting up diplomatic 
offices in Washington and 
Pyongyang, the Norm Korean 
capital, would also be 
cancelled 

While the affair took a turn 
for. the worse. 11100105 Hub¬ 
bard, a senior American diplo¬ 
mat, arrived in Pyongyang 
yesterday to try to win the 
freedom of Chief Warrant 
Officer Bobby Hall, 2S, who 
was in command of die obser¬ 
vation helicopter brought 
down nearly four miles inside 
North Korea on December 17. 
North Korea wants Washing¬ 
ton to admit that the helicopter 
was on a spying mission and 
that its two-man crew were 
"criminals’’. David Hilemon 
was killed when the aircraft 
comedown. 

weapons market. The rounds, 
which have evaded govern¬ 
ment restrictions on "cop- 
kfller" bullets because they are 
made of polymers rather than 
metal, had brought immediate 
criticism from police forces. 

“[Black Rhino] could be the 
bullet erf choice for hitmen — 
it’s crazy," said Dewey Stokes, 
president of the Fraternal 
Order of Police. 

Mr Keen, chief executive of 
Signature Products Corpora¬ 
tion of Huntsville. Alabama, 
said it had created the ammu¬ 

nition by chance when engi¬ 
neers were experimenting 
with plastic similar to that 
used to coat stealth aircraft 
Packaging for Rhino-Ammo 
claims the bullet fragments 
into thousands of razor-like 
pieces when it strikes human 
flesh. Each fragment becomes 
a “lethal shrapnel and is 
hurled into vital organs ... 
Death is nearly instant¬ 
aneous". The Black Rhino 
version is designed to pene¬ 
trate bulletproof materials 
such as Kevlar. 

office during the mid-term 
elections and his staunchest 
allies placed firmly in 
charge. . 

“Not one senator or con¬ 
gressman that supports fire¬ 
arms freedom was defeated 
and replaced by somebody 
who-wants to ban gtmsr” he 
said, •. . <T 

The association last year 
spent $4 million (£25 million! 
supporting Republican chal¬ 
lengers and buying television 
slots targeting Democrats 
who had voted for President 
Clinton's crime Bill — which 
banned the 19 specific weap¬ 
ons. As a result, irate gun 
owners have flocked to 'the 

. group, increasing member¬ 
ship to a record 35 million — 
up 2J! million on the figure of 
18 months ago. 

For advocates'of gun con¬ 
trol,.1995 is being seen as a 
year to try to protect previous 
gains. 

.“The first item of priority is 
making sure the laws passed 
by this, last' Congress are not 
repealed." said Robert Walk¬ 
er. pf the Centre to Prevent 
Handgun Violence. “We have 
to take those threats very 
seriously." . 

Now from the USA: The 
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Add the zest of a Cradock 
John Diamond 

on the 

redoubtable 

woman who first 

put glamour into 

the British 

kitchen In 1952, the stove which 
the late Philip Harben lit 
for the first tune on 
British television was the 

same rickety, cream-enam- 
elied New World domestic 
model his viewers would have 
used — four spindly rings on 
top with a couple of ancient 
Prestige saucepans balanced 
on them, an oven just big 
enough for the Sunday joint 
below. 

Fanny and Johnny Cradock 
made their debut in 1955. 
They, too. could have used the 
equivalents of the 1950s profes¬ 
sional kitchen but the viewer 
wouldn't have understood it 
The pioneers were there to 
remind us that food had 
existed before wartime Wool- 
ton Pie and snoek or. later, 
that there were more sensible 
alternatives to fish fingers and 
frozen peas. Restaurant-going 
had not yet become a leisure 
pursuit. 

Come the 1990s. and their 
heirs do it differently. When 
celebrity TV chefs Gary 
Rhodes and Anton Mossiman 
and the rest cook on screen, ft 
is on roaring stainless steel 
industrial ranges on which 
they slam shining pans taken 
from a batterie de cuisine 
which stretches way our of 
camera shot The job of the 
modern TV chef is, by and 
large, to teach us how to re¬ 
create cheaply and convinc¬ 
ingly the expensive meal we 
had last night in whichever 
eatery is currently A la mode. 

When Harben's show was 
first aired the year after Eliza¬ 
beth David published her first 
book many of the basics were 
still rationed and he used his 
own family’s butler and meal 
on screen. He was preaching 
to a generation whitit had lost 
the trick of working from the 
full palette of English ingredi¬ 
ents — which was. even so. a 
pretty restricted palette — and 
to one brought up on Ministry 
of Food redpes rather than the 
family's oral cookery books. 

Harben's style was prescrip¬ 
tive: take a pound of this, add 

Fanny and Johnny at work in their television kitchen: we watched her because she wore too much make-up and shouted at Johnny and at ns 

half a pound of that, cook for 
five minutes, voila! flexibility 
extended no further than al¬ 
lowing you to leave out die 
dove of garlic if you didn't 
want too foreign a taste. He 
preached common sense. But 
that wasn't enough, for even 
then the programmers under¬ 
stood that it is impossible to 
cook a full meal in a 30-minute 
slot and that the essentially 
tedious acts of stirring and 
sifting and watching things 
simmer are hardly enough to 
sustain a TV show. 

Harben’s trick was to 
bounce plumply around the 
kitchen, barking at the pots 
and at the camera alike, 
turning the mundane craft of 
roasting a joint into show 
business. 

Which was where the 
Cradocks came in. Sure. Fan¬ 
ny knew about cooking and 
Johnny knew about drink, and 
their shows had at their core 
that same culinary common 
sense that Harben had dem¬ 
onstrated and which was al¬ 
ready starting to pop up on the 
early evening magazine 
shows. But we watched the 
Cradocks because they were 
glamorous. They dressed in 
velvet frock and dinner jacket, 
and showed us plebs the tasty 
little treats that the other half 
ate. 

If Harben was cooking for 
the family table, then Fanny 
was catering for small ambas¬ 
sadorial dinners where there 
was never any excuse for 
running out of canapes before 

the gong sounded for the First 
course. Like a generation of 
TV cooks, she assumed that 
people had far more rime and 
were wiling to put much more 
effort into their cooking than 
was generally the case: it was 
her boast l seem to remem¬ 
ber. that her mother had once 
cooked an entirely pink dinner 
party. We watched her 

because she wore 
too much make¬ 
up and shouted 

at Johnny and at us. But she 
was also to add one extra 
ingredient to her cooking 
which Harben had left out: 
gentle snobbery. We were 
Beginning to give dinner par¬ 
ties (which, for most of us. was 
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still termed “having a few 
people round for supper") and 
we wanted to know how to do 
it right 

More: there was now some 
sort of sense of food as fashion 
— not the sort of North-Itaiian- 
this-week-Thai-next-week 
fashion we have now. but the 
social litmus (taper fashion 
that hinted to us that what we 
cooked and the way we served 
it would'say more about us 
than we cGUId comfortably 
ignore. 

Fanny and her imitators 
lasted until the 1970s. Then 
Graham Kerr, the Galloping 
Gourmet, taught us that food 
had been about sex all along. 
Each episode climaxed in Ken- 
sitting down at a seductively 
napped table with — almost 
invariably — a woman 
snatched from the audience 
and flirting with her for the 
camera. 

While Cradock specified in¬ 
gredients to the very grain and 
crumb, Kerr just bunged it all 
in. Every dish, it seemed, was 
cooked in wine, and wine was 
measured in vague sloshes — 
one for the pot and one for the 
cook. We could all do that, 
certainly: what we couldn’t do 
was thar slicing thing he did 
with the blur of paring knife 
grazing against his knuckles. 
Cooking, the blur told us. was 
a skill after aJL 

Kerr disappeared, but he 
had set a trend: cooks as 
virtuosi. There were still the 
heirs of Harben, pinafbred 
and demonstrating how to 
choose a properly marbled 
joint of beef and test a haddock 
for freshness in the nether 

Rhodes: new generation 

headed by Rhodes and Roux 
(or, more likely, buy their tie- 
in cook books*}, just as there 
were people who copied down 
the jerky Cradock recipes as 
they crawled up the 405 lines 
of the black and white tele¬ 
vision screens. 

But now. as then, people 
who want to learn to cook buy 
books or take lessons or cling 
to their mother's apron 
strings. TV cooking, as Fanny 
recognised all those years ago, 
is for people who would rather 
just watch. 

The grim message of a shooti ig 

Never toy 
with guns 

THERE is a particular and 
horrible resonance in the 
death of Robert Dixon dur¬ 
ing this Christmas week. If 
you are sitting at this mo¬ 
ment amid a plastic arsenal 
of toy guns, engaged 
(against the rattling rapid- 
fire of computer games) in 
arguments about today’s 
crop of television shooty- 
bangs. you cannot help but 
shudder. Not least because 
three of today’s big films are 
Westerns, a genre which we 
now find positively benign 
and moral compared to toe 
Schwarzenegger and 
Tarantino variety. Yet it 
was Westerns which killed 
Robert Dixon. 

Mr Dixon, a quick-draw 
hobbyist well-known at dis¬ 
plays where boyish men 
play cowboys, was shot 
dead by West Yorkshire 
police early ran 
Tuesday morn¬ 
ing. He bad creat¬ 
ed a disturbance 
with, a replica pis¬ 
tol, and was final¬ 
ly confronted by 
toe police — who 
did not know it 
was a fake — on 
his own doorstep. 
In some unguess- 
abie confusion of 
mind, he shot at 
the officers. 
Blanks: but how could they 
know? They shot him. It is 
only two Christmases since 
another replica gun got its 
owner shot by the same 
force. All the usual ques¬ 
tions will be asked. 

One can only hope that 
among those questions is: 
“What else could they do?” 
Followed by: “Who can help 
those young coppers, stuck 
with the knowledge that the 
man they shot was not a 
dangerous nutter but a 
harmless one?” For Cowboy 
Bob. as he was known, 
looked after a disabled wife 
'arid had neighbours who 
say be would not hurt a fly. 

But he lived by the gun 
dream and has died by it 
Not one of the toy pistols on 
the sofa looks as innocent as 
it did. If is very unfashion¬ 
able, very Seventies, for 
parents to worry about chil¬ 
dren’s preoccupation with 
guns: we all have hilarious 
stories about earnest 
Guardian mums who deny 
their little boys guns, only to 
have them pointing organic 
carrots and going “Bang!”. 
We tend these days to wince 
and laugh and shrug and 
let toe guns in: we clutch at 
psychological theories 
about empowerment and 
reconciling phallic uncer¬ 
tainties. 

So maybe it does us no 
harm to be reminded that a 
real fascination with guns is 
different from other fads. 
The gun is relatively new in 

human history: it en bles 
the holder to kill wi tout 
feeling the pulsing life fthe 
target It is godlike p wer 
wielded at a distance. / gun 
is the ideal weapon c the 
detached, toe reticent the 
almost autistic. It is toe 
opposite of a relation hip- 
When you grapple or tab, 
or even throw a heavy < one 
with your own musdes you 
are connected to the en my. 
When you shoot a ma , as 
Araie would put it. you 
“blow him aw iy". 

This is extremely atrac- 
tive to smai. powe less 
children, who see “Bang'." 
as their onl chance of 
overcoming t e huge and 
terrifying figires in their 
lives. If the passion carries 
on too long, however, it 
suggests that simeone's re¬ 
lationship with!the rest of 

the wlffld is not 
terriby good. 
Families have 

.ways 
with it 
ingenii 
across 
rule of 
mother, 
lows her 
water-p 
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real. other wet for 
less offensive." 

Others follow tot same 
principle, of introdut ng re¬ 
ality and responsibil y into 
the gun business, by riving 
older children airgu s, tar¬ 
gets, and lessons. It is 
noticeable that dudren 
who have airguns j :t far 
less enthusiastic — even 
sometimes squeami h — 
about toy guns and a nput- 
er shootouts. So, quit! often, 
do children who a e in¬ 
volved in country spe ts. 

WHEN Princess Butrice 
was taken shooting a San¬ 
dringham over Chriimas, 
there was toe pred Stable 
uproar; but howevei you 
feel about toe kind of eople 
who pop off at hand-Jfcared 
pheasants, it has t> be 
admitted that they do leach 
their children the realty of 
guns. They make therrj han¬ 
dle toe dead birds an< face 
toe responsibility of elding 
life. Those children £rely 
end up raking birger 
houses with automatii fire. 

But if you live on fa ttasy 
— whether Western, trvi- 
valist or military — a d let 
toe illusion of power dtacli 
you from toe reaiir of 
death, there may be trrnble. 
As a mark of resped for 
Cowboy Bob, I shal not 
watch Gmjight at thiOK 
Corral today, nor any < toe 
15 other gun films or TV 
which I counted beforejgiv- 
ing up. 

Harben: old master 

lands of afternoon TV. but the 
ones who made it big were the 
ones with a showbiz gimmick 
— Hudson and Hall with their 
kitchen camp and Rusty Lee 
laughing herself hoarse. And. 
at the genre’s apotheosis, there 
was Keith Floyd with his 
shouting at the cameraman as 
Fanny used to shout at 
Johnny. 

So, by the end of the 1980s. 
toe television cooking industry 
split in two. On the one side 
were the real cooks headed by 
Delia Smith — the TV cook 
whose recipes anyone can 
actually follow — and on the 
other the manic restaurateurs 
who dropped toe “here's one I 
made earlier" routine and 
demonstrated that it could 
take no longer to cook a good [ 1 
meal than you would expect to 
wait for a course in a 
restaurant. 

There may be viewers who 1 1 
carefully note down theCeefax 
recipes for the programmes 
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The dangers of rats, squirrels — and pet dogs □ Striking a blow for phosphorus □ No time for hesitation in treating meningitis 

THE paintings of 
two Victorian Suf¬ 
folk brothers. E.R. 
and Tom Smyth e, 
are often centred 
on a decaying 
thatched farm¬ 
house and yard, 

with jolly men and women 
performing rural tasks amid gen¬ 
eral squalor and mud. Thirty 
years ago. f had a patient who 
lived on a farm which could well 
have served as the model for a 
Smythe oil. It was owned by a 
strapping, middle-aged woman 
who was always dressed in dunga¬ 
rees and a Land Army jersey. 
Despite her surroundings, she 
always remained wonderfully 
cheerful. 

To her own and everybody’s 
surprise, she became pregnant 
and was delivered of a girl who 
had Down’s Syndrome. Initially 
the child prospered but when a 
month or two old began to develop 
abscesses which, despite antibiotic 
therapy, kepr recurring. Only 
when I was with her one evening 
and saw a large Tat scuttle across 
the bare boards of the attic 
towards her nursery did I realise 
that rat bites could be (he cause 

Beware of 
the bite 

of the abscesses. 
The Christmas is¬ 

sue of the British 
Medical Journal 
quotes a similar case, 
in which a woman 
who was happy to go 
to bed with a tame rat 
had unexplained, re¬ 
current abscesses, 
which remained un- ME] 
diagnosed until nDI, 
somebody spotted the OKI I 
patient carrying her - 
furry friend around. r}r rr 
She then admitted to oT, I 
her sleeping habits. olUt 
Interestingly, no rats' IL... 
teethmarks were visi¬ 
ble either on the Hertfordshire 
woman or on my Norfolk patient; 
but in both instances, separation 
of the patient from the rats during 
sleep resulted in a cure. My 

MEDICAL 
BRIEFING 
-4- 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 

' j] patient's plastic cot 
was replaced with my 
father's metal uiu- 
form case covered in 
small-gauge wire 
netting. 

Rats are not the 
only wild animals to 
cause trouble with 
bites: (he BMJ survey 

[CAL reports that an in- 
creasing number of 
patients are being bit- 

- ten while feeding 
rvmac squirrels: in 67 per 
r j cent of the cases pa- 
llOra tients have been bit- 

Jl ten more than once. 
The BMJ recom¬ 

mends that all animal bites should 
be carefully cleaned and prophy¬ 
lactic anti-tetanus considered. Rat 
bites, like dog bites, need antibiotic 
cover; but not, it seems, squirrel 

bites, because their herbivorous 
diet preserves a dean mouth and 
uninfected teeth. 

The most tragic story of an 
animal bite recently was the death 
of a month-old girl after being 
savaged by the previously quiet 
household bull terrier. The inci¬ 
dent happened too late far the 
BMJ report but the case under¬ 
lines the fact that all dogs are pack 
animals and that in the dog's mind 
there is real doubt as to the 
position of a small child in die 
pack hierarchy. The absolute rule 
is never to leave young children 
with unanended dogs, however 
amiable their past behaviour. 

Bright spark 
PASSING the Bry¬ 
ant & May factory 
in the East End 
always reassured 
East Anglians that 
they were leaving 
London behind 
them. Bryant & 

May dosed in London some years 
ago: its last factory in England, the 
last British match factory, dosed 
just before Christmas. 

Although the end of Bryant & 
May is now regretted, the manu¬ 
facture of matches from yellow 
phosphorus was the cause of 
terrible health and physical defor¬ 
mity in the 19th century. In the 
East End at the time it was 
arguable whether the risk of 
damnation and syphilis as a 
consequence of prostitution was 
not preferable to virtue bought at 
the price of jaundice, psoriasis, 
chronic diarrhoea and the appall¬ 
ing phosphorous rotted jaw ac¬ 
quired as a result of honest work 
in the match factory. 

At the other end of the soda] 
scale the Empress Eugenie, wife of 
Napoleon III, and. it is reputed, 
the inspiration of die name of the 
present Princess Eugenie, also had 
cause to remember the phospho¬ 
rus in matches. She made a 
suicide lad by taking a potential 
overdose of phosphorous match- 
heads dissolved in milk, after an 
emotional upset 

Despite its dangers of 
overdasage or misdosage. phos¬ 
phorus is an important part of our 
diet and plays an essential role in 
the biochemistry of energy metab¬ 
olism. Its levels can be reduced by 
hypothyroidism, hyperparathy¬ 

roidism. too many diuretic tablets 
(water pills), starvation, alcohol¬ 
ism. or chronic diarrhoea. Phos¬ 
phorus competes for absorption 
with aluminium and thus a surfeit 
of aluminium-based antacids can 
also suppress blood levels and 
cause muscle weakness, low blood 
pressure, loss of 3ppetite and bone 
weakening. 

Crucial hours 
THE DEATH of 
the five-year-old 
Emma Harris of 
bacterial menin¬ 
gitis has rein¬ 
forced the justi¬ 
fiable dread with 
which this disease 

is regarded both by doctors and 
parents. 

The condition of adults with 
meningitis may deteriorate quick¬ 
ly. but even so there are usually 
about 24 hours during which the 
sore throat, headache, photopho¬ 
bia (dislike of light), stiff neck and 
vomiting become more pro¬ 
nounced and the patient's mental 
state and level of consciousness 
regress through irritability to 

drowsiness and later possibly 
coma. Search should also be made 
for the classic purpuric rash — 
either bruising or blood spots. 

If the deterioration in a patient 
with meningitis is sudden in 
adults, it is precipitous in child¬ 
ren. E>r Jake Mackinnon. a 
London consultant paediatrician, 
says-. “The diagnosis of early 
meningitis can be very difficult. 
The only safe course of action is to 
exclude meningitis by means of a 
lumber puncture if the diagnosis 
so much as crosses your mind. 
Doubts should always be raised if 
any child’s condition is deteriorat¬ 
ing rapidly. Treatment must be 
started at once, at home." 

Dr Mackinnon. like most pae¬ 
diatricians and GPs, always has 
penicillin ready for immediate in¬ 
jection. If there any doubt about 
the diagnosis, penicillin should 
be given at once before transfer to' 
hospital: there is no time to wait 
for confirmatory tests. 

As for the rash, he says that even 
one blood spot signifies meningo¬ 
coccal septicaemia and means that 
the patient should be taken quick¬ 
ly to hospital -- "after, of course.' 
an immediate penicillin injection 
has been given". 

53533 
of quitting 

smoking Eighty per cem of 
smokers regret tak¬ 
ing up the habit.and 
intend to quit some 

day. Up to half a million 
people in the UK will make 
this their New Year's resolu¬ 
tion. Even though the odds of 
succeeding are not high — 
only half will survive the first 
week without a cigarette, and 
less than a fifth will abstain in 
the long term — die cumula¬ 
tive total of ex-smokers in this 
country has already topped 11 
million people. A minority of 
these attribute their success to 
techniques such as acupunc¬ 
ture or group therapy, but 
three-quarters claim that they 
“just gave up”. 

If that is the case, is the 
entire smoking cessation in¬ 
dustry — encompassing nico¬ 
tine replacement, hypnosis, 
support groups, aversion ther¬ 
apy and more abstruse reme¬ 
dies — anything more than a 
money-making exercise? Arti¬ 
cles in the medical newspaper 
Bandolier and the British 
Medical Journal have recent¬ 
ly reviewed this subject 

Ntotme-replacement thera¬ 
py. NRT, works on the princi¬ 
ple that addiction to this drug 
is what keeps the smoker 
hooked Nicotine withdrawal 
accounts at least in part for 
many of the symptoms which 
plague the recent quitter, in¬ 
cluding headaches, restless¬ 
ness, cravings, increased 
appetite and bad temper. 
People who switch to low- 
nicotine cigarettes, or use an 
external filter, generally end 
up smoking more. 

Self-portrait The Yellow Cigarette by John Byrne. Most ex-smokers “just gave up” 

Falling down 
on giving up 

The manufacturers of 
most NRT products 
claim a 50 per cent 
success rate, but the 

pooled results of over 50 
randomised clinical trials, in¬ 
volving more than 5.000 sub¬ 
jects. suggest that only around 
20 per cent of smokers will 
achieve abstinence with NRT, 
and 10 per cent will succeed 
with a placebo alone. 

Differences in success rates 
between the different forms of 
NRT — patches, gum, loz¬ 
enges. nasal sprays and inhal¬ 
ers — are not marked, but if 
anything, patches outperform 
the oral methods. The appar¬ 
ently paradoxical finding that 
light smokers have less suc¬ 
cess with NRT than heavy 
smokers makes sense, since 
the latter are more likely to be 
physically addicted to nicotine. 

Side-effects, such as sleep 
disturbance, vivid dreams, 
nausea and skin rashes, may 
occur. A few people develop a 

long-term addiction to the 
gum; lack of a nicotine “fix" 
means that this is, theoretical¬ 
ly, less likely to occur with the 
patch. Nicotine gum or loz¬ 
enges should not be used by 
anyone with a peptic ulcer, 
and those with heart disease 
should consult a doctor before 
taking any form of NRT. A 
month’s course of patches or 
gum will cost between E2Qand 
£200. depending on how many 
you need to alleviate symp¬ 
toms, and how quickly you 
manage to cut down. 

Non-nicotine replacement 
products, including menthol 
and eucalyptus capsules, herb¬ 
al cigarettes, tobacco-tasting 
gum, and dummy (usually 
plastic) cigarettes, are cheaper 
than NRT but less well evalu¬ 
ated. particularly in relation to 
long-term success. With the 
possible exception of menthol 
and eucalyptus capsules, they 
are unlikely to alleviate physi¬ 
cal withdrawal symptoms. 
The advantages of these pur¬ 
pose-made; non-nicotine aids 
over alternatives such as car¬ 
rots have never been scientifi¬ 
cally proven. Psychological 
therapies, including 

behavioural methods (re¬ 
wards and punishments) and 
individual and group psycho¬ 
therapy, have generally had 
poor success in trials. In one 
study, on|y two of 44 patients 
in behavioural therapy man¬ 
aged to quit, compared with 
seven of 45 patients who were 
simply advised to give up by 
their doctor. 

Alternative therapies for 
smoking cessation, the most 
popular being acupuncture 
and hypnosis, have little scien¬ 
tific basis —- few. if any, 
controlled clinical trials have 
shown any advantage over 
placebo procedures or “just 
giving up”. The recent Which? 
guide to giving up smoking 
carries a warning for those 
considering an exotic remedy: 
“Always be waiy of claimed 
success rales of 90 per cent or 
more. Experts say that a 40 
per cent success rate is the very 
best that can be expected.” 

Despite being almost impos¬ 
sible to measure objectively, 
motivation is widely accepted 
as being the key to success in 
smoking cessation. As with 
any addiction, quitting in¬ 
volves four distinct psycholog- 
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ical stages; pre-contemplative 
(no desire to give up), contem¬ 
plative (thinking about giving 
up), active (trying to give up), 
and maintenance (staying 
stopped). The Health Educa¬ 
tion Authority's useful self- 
help leaflet. Stopping 
Smoking Made Easier, de¬ 
votes IS of its 20 pages to 
strategies for increasing moti¬ 
vation in each of the four 
phases. Increasing the price of 

cigarettes undoubtedly 
means that fewer people 
will smoke them, and 

this strategy has most effect on 
those in the poorest sectors of 
society, in whom the preva¬ 
lence of smoking approaches 
50 per cent. There is also 
epidemiological evidence that 
tobacco advertising and 
sponsorship do not simply 
induce changes in brand loyal¬ 
ty but encourage non-smok¬ 
ers, particularly children, to 
take up the habit 

In one study. Reg, the char¬ 
acter used in advertisements 
for Regal cigarettes, was re¬ 
called by 91 per cent of 11-15 
year olds, but only 56 per cent 
of 35-55 year olds. Reg has 
been withdrawn, bur the ad¬ 
vertising agencies continue to 
generate macho, due or 
humorous images. Today 
marks the launch of a 02 
million National Smoking 
Education Campaign funded 
by die Department of Health 
aimed at getting people to give 
up. Despite this the Govern¬ 
ment remains unresponsive to 
the voice of the British Medi¬ 
cal Association asking for a 
complete ban on tobacco 
advertising. 

If you intend to become a 
non-smoker as the new year I 
chimes in. and if you are ; 
successful at least until Valeri- j 
tine’s day, you could make it 
into the Guinness Book of 
Records as part of the biggest 
sponsored quit in history. 

Details are available by 
writing to the Get A-Head 
Appeal, FREEPOST 
(BM30007) Birmingham BJ6 
9BR, or by ringing 0800 
665544. Alternatively, phone 
the Quitline (071-187 3000), 
which gives free advice. 
• TTie author is a GP In North 
London. 

Doctors as ghost-busters 
The prison chaplain was 

shaking when he called 
St Thomas’ Hospital. 

He had just come from the cell 
of a man whom he had 
witnessed being possessed by 
a ghost. The man. a 22-year- 
old Asian — intelligent, well 
educated and insightful, 
westernised in appearance 
and in apparent outlook — 
had lived in Britain from the 
age of six and came from a 
professional family. His 
brother was a solicitor. 

Periodically he was involved 
in shoplifting and car theft 
and had been imprisoned nine 
times. He said he gained 
nothing from his criminal 
behaviour and did not need 
the things he stole because he 
reoeivea a generous allowance 
from his family. He claimed 
that his problems dated from 
an incident when he was II 
yfears old, when an aunt who 
had become jealous of the 
family’s success had fed him 
and his brother cursed sweet 
rice. Since then the ghost of an 
old woman had haunted him. 
making him do wicked and 
dangerous things. 

He described the moment of 
possession as a fog that drifted 
towards him and settled on Ms 
chest, making him breathless. 
Then it entered his nose and 
mouth, making him retch and 

Jeremy Laurence studies Western 
medical perspectives on possession 

wheeze as he resisted. When 
possessed he could strike fear 
into those around him. despite 
being small and slightly built 
On his latest crime spree he 
hijacked a taxi and held the 
driver hostage for 24 hours, 
armed wily with a _ 
penknife. He suc¬ 
ceeded. in A i 
terrorising the 
driver and tried to wa 
kidnap customers 
at a service station xx/l 
on the M25. W1 

Writing about • 
the case in The P11 
British Journal of r ■ 
Psychiatry, Dr An- Ial 
thony Hale, senior 
lecturer in psychia- 
try at St Thomas’ Hospital, 
compared his power to that of 
the small girl in the film, The 
Exorcist “That showed that 
you donl have to be big to be 
frightening,” he says. 

Psychiatrists at the hospital 
were wary at first when fhe 
prison chaplain contacted 
them. Ghost possession does 
not feature in diagnostic indi¬ 
ces and dealing with the 
supernatural is not their nor¬ 
mal stock in trade. What 

A drug 
worked 
where 
priests 
failed 

disturbed them was the de¬ 
scription the prison chaplain 
gave of the incident he had 
witnessed. He had seen a 
cloud bearing the image of an 
old woman descend on the 
man's chest The man had 
_ snuggled, choking 

and retching. 
fUg This description 

° was'alarmingly 
close to fite account 
the man himself 
had earlier given 

c doctors, and of 
which the prison 

o Lh chaplain denied 
prior knowledge. 

-Q. “You always 
worry whether die 
wool is being 

pulled over your eyes. Prison¬ 
ers often claim they acted 
while deluded.” said Dr Hale. 
“It was our hospital chaplain 
who persuaded us. He was 
convinced from file prison 
chaplain’s account that this 
was a genuine.case.” 

The psychiatrists prepared 
to treat what they now accept¬ 
ed was a haunted man. How¬ 
ever. this condition does not 
always indicate illness. Ac¬ 
cording to Dr Hale, it may 

occur in an otherwise well- 
adjusted person in a culture 
with strong beliefs in posses¬ 
sion and is normally dealt 
with by exorcism. Ghost pos¬ 
session is common m India 
although rare among the pro¬ 
fessional classes. This patient 
had undergone exorcism four 
times with Hindu. Muslim 
and then Christian priests, 
none of whom succeeded. Fi¬ 
nally. it was the turn of 
Western medicine. 

In reaching a diagnosis. Dr 
Hale was faced with a dilem-~ 
ma. “You cannot call some¬ 
thing a delusion if the cultural 
belief goes along with it.” he 
says. He treated .the man 

with an anti-psychot¬ 
ic drug, clqpenthixol. 

which succeeded where exor¬ 
cism had failed. The posses¬ 
sions ceased. However, the 
man was recently discharged 
from file secure unit, failed to 
take his drugs and the ghost 
has since resumed its disturb¬ 
ing activities. 

In a multi-ethnic psychiatric 
service. Dr Hale says, posses¬ 
sion fry a ghost must be 
considered as a possible diag¬ 
nosis. “What we have shown is 
that exorcism-resistant ghost 
possession can be successfully 
treated with drugs.” 
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Be ready 
for Yeltsin’s 

demise 
Chechenia is a last, hopeless 

gamble, says Anatol Lieven 

Three years from the end 
of the Soviet Union, 
Russian democracy is 

gravely ill, and die Yeltsin Ad¬ 
ministration is dying. Boris 
Yeltsin was in a bad way polit¬ 
ically before the Chechen cri¬ 
sis; he took on Chechenia in 
pan as a desperate medicine 
for this, and the medicine is 
killing him. Bur typically. 
Western governments have 
not yet realised this. 

The Western media and 
diplomats have so far ignored 
the political implications of the 
Chechen crisis. This is is the 
Yugoslav Syndrome: resolute¬ 
ly ignoring an impending 
crisis until it actually hits you 
on the nose. A few Western 
diplomats in Moscow are try¬ 
ing to wam their governments 
about what is happening, but 
no one seems to be listening. 
This is especially true in 
Washington, for the last thing 
the Ointon Administration 
wants to hear is that it faces 
another foreign policy crisis. 

But consider these facts: 
even as one flank of the 
Russian army is reported to be 
within a few miles of Grozny, 
another column in Chechenia 
has effectively mutinied and is 
refusing bo advance. An as¬ 
sembly of officers has vowed to 
resign' en masse if their com¬ 
mander is removed. 
Most of the Russian 
units on the ground 
are only prelending 
lo 6ght the Chec¬ 
hens. Five senior 
Russian generals 
have publicly oppo¬ 
sed the operation. 

On Tuesday. Pre¬ 
sident Yeltsin, final¬ 
ly emerging from 
his long attempt to 
escape responsibil¬ 
ity by an unneces¬ 
sary hospital stay. 
cummmed himself 
absolutely to the continuation 
of the Chechen operation. One 
of two things will now have to 
happen soon. 

One possibility is that his 
Administration will indeed be 
able to bribe, cajole and bully 
the army on the ground into 
storming Grozny. Yeltsin 
would then be able to claim 
victory, but the price would be 
very high, both in Russian 
lives and in loss of Yeltsin’s 
remaining prestige. The army 
would almost certainly de¬ 
mand the dismissal of defence 
minister Pavel Grachev and 
major increases in the military 
budget Yeltsin would be dras¬ 
tically weakened. 

The other possibility is that 
the army on the ground refuse 
to advance against the 
Chechens, and — cold and 
demoralised — may even be¬ 
gin a spontaneous withdraw¬ 
al. In this case, the survival of 
Yeltsin's Administration could 
be numbered in days. It seems 
inconceivable that he could 
survive such a humiliation. 

It is true that in the past. 
Yeltsin has bounced back from 
many severe defeats, but in the 
past he had the support both of 
Russian public opinion and of 
highly motivated, relatively 
popular political forces from 
the ranks of the “democrats'’ 
and reformers. The army was 
politically neutral, and in a 
last resort would have backed 
the President 

None of this is the case 
now. Since Yeltsin destroyed 
the old parliamentary opposi¬ 
tion last year, he has had to 
take full responsibility for the 
state of the country, and his 

Most likely 

the West 
will be 

rudely 

awakened, 
as if no one 

saw it 

coming 

popularity has plummeted. 
Today, according to the latest 
opinion polls, some 75 per cent 
of Russians oppose his 
government 

As for the “democrats", they 
have been crushed by Russian 
democracy. Like their equiva¬ 
lents elsewhere in the former 
communist world, they have 
been blamed for every present 
suffering, and were heavily de¬ 
feated in the parliamentary 
election a year ago. Since 
then, a series of regional 
elections has seen them virtu¬ 
ally obliterated. In the latest of 
these, in Krasnodar, they 
failed to win a single seat 
Nationalists. Communists, 
and a local bureaucratic 
grouping swept foe board. 

Faced with this proof of the 
“democrats’" weakness. Yelt¬ 
sin has progressively aban¬ 
doned them. Instead, he has 
been byinp to set up a mildly 
authoritarian regime based on 
support from “centrists” polit¬ 
ical forces, the old bureau¬ 
cratic and managerial elite, 
and above all, the army, police 
and intelligence services. 

This policy conforms to the 
President's own basic predilec¬ 
tions and those of a man who 
increasingly seems to control 
him. his security chief. Gener¬ 
al Alexander Korzhakov. The 
_ President is old. in 

pain, desperately 
tired, and increas¬ 
ingly given to drink. 
Not unnaturally, he 
is reverting to a 
previous pattern of 
his life, that of 
the old authoritar¬ 
ian Communist 
Party regional boss. 
Seeing this, more 
and more of his 
erstwhile democrat¬ 
ic supporters are 
turning to vehement 
opposition. 

A turn to some kind of 
authoritarianism is probably 
inevitable in Russia: but it is 
far too late for Yeltsin himself 
to impose this. His prestige 
has been fatally undermined 
by his failed economic policies, 
his public drinking, foe grow¬ 
ing perception that he is a 
puppet of a clique in his 
entourage, and now by foe 
Chechen debacle. 

a; 
ny authoritarian re¬ 
gime depends in the 

.last resort on its army; 
foe Russian army increasingly 
opposes Yeltsin, so Yeltsin 
is doomed. 

Exactly how his fall will 
come cannot be predicted. One 
relatively positive way would 
be for a covert coalition of 
military and bureaucratic 
forces to present foe President 
in private with an ultimatum 
to step down. He could then be 
replaiwJ by a neutral and 
pragmatic figure such as foe 
Duma Speaker. Ivan Rybkin. 
or Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. But much 
worse outcomes are plausible. 

The West must be prepared. 
In the words of a senior 
diplomat, “What we need is 
steady Western interest and 
concern, not indifference fol¬ 
lowed by hysterical over-reac¬ 
tion". At the moment, what 
kicks more probable is that 
Western policymakers will 
once again awake with a rude 
start grope blindly for their 
trousers in the dark and rush 
half-dressed into foe street 
while American public opin¬ 
ion shrieks hysterically at 
them from the sidewalk. 

Rather than gilding the gingerbread, says John Grigg, honours should recognise neglected merit 

Twice a year hundreds of our 
fellow-citizens are honoured, 
and most deserve foe titles or 

gongs they receive, though there are 
always a few dubious cases. But there 
are others who are perennially over¬ 
looked or given absurdly short mea¬ 
sure. and also whole groups which 
foe system fails to recognise. 

Among individuals, one who 
comes immediately to mind is the vet¬ 
eran historian A.L Rowse. 91 earlier 
this month. His large body of work, 
mainly on the Tudor period, indudes 
many admirable and important 
books. His contribution to history 
began with Sir Richard Grenville of 
the Revenge and Tudor Commit. 
both published before the Second 
World War. and has continued over 
the ensuing decades. He has also 
written essays, poems, and volumes 
of autobiography. Beyond question, 
he is an outstanding historian and a 
notable character. 

Yet while peerages, knighthoods. 
OMs and CHs have been showered 
on comparable or inferior historians, 
he has received no award of any kind 
from the sovereign or the State. (The 
distinction has to be made, because 
while honours are all given in 
foe Queen's name, most are are given 
on prime ministerial or minister¬ 
ial recommendation. But those given 
by foe Queen herself include the 

Who deserves to 
be honoured? 

most prestigious of all the OM.j 
Another man of advanced age (86) 

who has not yet appeared in an hon¬ 
ours list is James Lees-Milne. Recog¬ 
nition is overdue for his services to 
the National Trust quite apart from 

■ his substantial merits as an author. 
Appointed first secretary of the 
Trust's country house committee in 
1936. he played a vital part in the 
development of one of our most 
cherished institutions. Dame Jenni¬ 
fer Jenkins, in her recent book on foe 
Trust [From Acorn to Oak Tree. 
written with Patrick James), says that 
without his energy, enthusiasm and 
understanding the country-house 
scheme, under which so many own¬ 
ers have been persuaded to give their 
houses, with suitable endowment, 
“might well have died at birth": “His 
strong historical sense and his appre¬ 
ciation of architecture enabled him to 
give direction to the instincts of the 

leaders of the Trust". He deserves at 
least a knighthood. 

A different son of pioneer is 
Richard Carr-Gomm, whose social 
conscience and originality have given 
us the Abbeyfidd Society, the Carr- 
Gomm Society and the Morpeth Soci¬ 
ety. In 1965 he received the OBE, but 
foils seems grossly inadequate recog¬ 
nition for what he has done — the 
kind of creative work that seldom 
happens except on the initiative of 
some inspired individual 

Showbiz is. in general, quite well 
treated by the honours system, but 
knighthoods have been awarded to 
less good actors than Paul Scofield, 
who has had nothing since his CBE 
in 1956. In sport, a conspicuously 
meritorious figure is Kenny 
DalgJeish. whom many would con¬ 
sider worthy of more than his MBE. 

.The MBE is also too little for Kaye 
Webb, who, as foe creator of Puffin 

Books, shaped foe reading habits of a 
generation. She should be a dame. 

So much for known, individuals — 
though many more could be men¬ 
tioned. But the honours system 
should exist also, perhaps principal¬ 
ly, to do justice to those who are 
otherwise not known, doing work of 
great value in obscure and difficult 
situations, at beggarly rates of pay. 

One category on which attrition 
should be focused is that of state- 
school teachers in areas of depriva¬ 
tion. Anyone who achieves outstand¬ 
ing results in such circumstances is 
worthy of a knighthood or a 
damehood. Yet the highest honours 
in die educational field seem to go 
only to professors, university admin¬ 
istrators and foe heads of Oxbridge 
colleges and major public schools. 

Indeed, the system as a whole 
strikingly illustrates foe truth of 
Christ’s comment that more is given 

to those who already have. In the 
National Health Service, thc^printi- 
pal honorands are likely to fae those 
who already have big financial 
“merit awards", while the hard- 
pressed nurse or young doctor — tile 
equivalent of a platoon commander 
on foe Somme—is neither honoured 
nor properly paid. - 

Instead of providing an alternative 
hierarchy of merit to set against sue- ■ 
cess in business and other forms of 
worldly achievement foe honours . 
system largely sets its seal upon foe 
latter. It does not discover exceptional 
merit and bring it emphatically to foe. 
public notice, but adds, lustre to those . 
who already have plenty of power - 
and lucre. . . \ t 

The lists should be broken down .. 
into occupational categories, so that 
the scale of honours both withinthem 
and between, them could be more ; 
dearly grasped. At present the only 
categories shown separately are the 
armed forces and foe diplomatic 
service. Why not also have 
lists for. among other thing! 
education, social service, me 
the arts, charitable work 
government? • . 

A thorough reform of the system 
will be possible only when its 
inequities and illogicalities are frilly 
understood: and that in turn depends 
on dearer presentation. 

Itfa. 
ilice, 

1995: Annus mirabilis 
It’s amazing how 

the country could 

be transformed in 

a single year 

of innovation 

The newspapers this week are 
so full of reviews of 1994 that 
I felt it would save time to 
fast-forward to a review of 

1995, a much better year, on which we 
shall look back with exhilaration. 
There has never been a Christmas 
like 1995. One had to fight one's way 
through smartly dressed crowds in 
Oxford Street, women in their crino¬ 
lines. the men in their frock coats. 
In Bond Street. Asprey's sold out a 
limited edition of 501 equestrian 
statues of John Major in silver, as 
well as five in gold, inside one 
shopping day. The silver statues were 
priced at £25.000 in the old currency 
and foe gold at £995.000. just leav¬ 
ing change out of £1 million to buy 
one of those Romanov astrakhan 
smoking jackets which have become 
such high fashion. 

The great British miracle all 
started with John Major's snap 
reshuffle in February, which showed 
a boldness of vision nobody had 
expected of him. He switched Ken¬ 
neth Clarke and Chris Patten: in a 
master stroke Clarke was sent to 
Hong Kong and Patten was made 
Chancellor of foe Exchequer, with 
one simple instruction, to remodel foe 
British economy on that of Hong 
Kong. He was to cut taxes, cut 
spending, encourage savings and 
emphasise the virtues of family 
loyalty and personal responsibility. 
Patten declared his policy to be one of 
ConJucian Christianity. 

Mr Clarke took to Hong Kong his 
well established reputation for cheer¬ 
ful diplomacy. When he performed 
the karaoke at the wedding of Deng 
Xiao Ping’s great-granddaughter, it 
was seen that he had achieved a 
dramatic breakthrough in Anglo- 
Chinese relations. What has since 
been called karaoke diplomacy seems 
to have assured the democratic future 
of Hong Kong under Chinese rule. 

The second master stroke was John 
Major's great speech to the electors of 
Huntingdon, of which well over one 
million copies have been sold in 
pamphlet form. He explained that the 
reconstruction of his Government 
required him to find a seat for Chris 
Patten in the House of Commons. “I 
have been advised that mine is the 
safest Conservative seat in the coun¬ 
try, perhaps foe only one which could 
be held in present circumstances. I 
have decided therefore to relinquish 
my own seat in the House of Com¬ 

mons, and am going to foe House of 
Lords. Britain has never been so 
strong or so prosperous as under the 
leadership of my great Victorian 
predecessor the Marquis of Salis¬ 
bury. I have therefore decided to 
restore foe traditional good fortune 
of our beloved country by accepting 
a hereditary title. After consulta¬ 
tion with foe Majesty the Queen of 
the Netherlands. I am taking the title 
of the Marquis of Maastricht to 
remind myself for all time of foe 
greatest public disaster for which I 
have been responsible." 

After the Hong Kong programme, 
as it came to be called, was an¬ 
nounced. Chris Patten was elected by 
a substantially increased majority as 
foe member for Huntingdon. The 
highest rate of income tax was imme¬ 
diately reduced to 15 per cent. John 
Major proved to be ideally suited to 
the reflective tone of House of Lords 
debates. Indeed he enjoyed such an 
advantage on television that his 
popularity rating soared to 83.5 per 
cent and Tony Blair was forced to 
petition for a peerage for himself so 
that the Labour Party should not be 
at foe disadvantage of having its 
leader in the House of Commons. Mr 
Blair was made a viscount, as it was 
widelyJelt than an earldom would be 
too grand a title for so young a man. 
At the same time Douglas Hurd was 
also promoted to the House of Lords. 

while remaining Foreign Secretary, 
thus decisively tipping foe balance of 
government into foe better place. The 
constitutional powers of foe two 
Houses were restored to their pre- 
1910 status. 

The Marquis of Maastricht also 
proceeded to a vigorous reconcilia- 

Rees~Mogg 
non of all sections of his own party. 
He took the view that Hugh Dykes, 
the leading Euro-fanatic, had been on 
foe back benches far too long, and 
made him the new Minister of 
Agriculture with a special mission to 
negotiate fishing rights with foe 
Spanish. Lord Tebbit was persuaded 
to return to his old post as chairman 
of foe Conservative Party. The whip 
was restored to the nine rebels, and 
Teresa Gorman was appointed Min¬ 
ister of State at the Foreign Office, 
with special responsibility for Euro¬ 
pean affairs. 

The brilliant economic and polit¬ 
ical recovery which followed these 
changes made Britain foe rising star 
of Europe. The chairman of the 

Bundesbank made a formal proposal 
— foe Edict of Frankfurt — that the 
Community should adopt Isaac New¬ 
ton’s gold pound of 1717 as foe 
European standard. All foe Euro¬ 
pean currencies are now to be 
convertible into gold at 3.89375 to the 
ounce. This reform will take effect in 
January 1996. after which date ail 
European transactions will be settled 
in gold pounds or their equivalent 
After this announcement the average 
rate of inflation in the European 
Community fell to 027 per cent 
though it is feared that Silvio 
Berlosconi’s third administration will 
have some difficulty in meeting the 
convergence requirements. Chancel¬ 
lor Kohl was so delighted by this 
decision that he commented “Der 
jung Major, er ist ein Mann". 

Elsewhere in foe world, politicians 
have experienced very mixed for¬ 
tunes. Edouard Bahadur was. as 
expected, elected president of France. 
He proposed foe series of regular tri- 
partheid meetings between Britain. 
France and Germany which have 
become foe effective government of 
Europe. It was his proposal that the 
three countries should always cast 
their votes together, so effectively 
restoring foe veto to each of them. It 
has opened the way for a new spirit of 
optimism in the European Commun¬ 
ity, which has never looked to foe 
future with such confidence. 

In Russia foe return of the Roma¬ 
nov family to the throne in July, with 
General Kondratiev — believed to be 
a relative of the great Russian 
economist of foe same name — as 
Prime Minister, could restore peace 
and prosperity. The Chechens and 
other Islamic tribes have been given 

. their independence, on the newly 
adopted principle that Russia is a 
Chnstian monarchy, unwilling to 
admit non-Christian provinces. 

The retired President Yeltsin and 
the retired President Gorbachev have 
been made Grand Dukes, with 
private apartments overlooking the 
Winter Palace in St Petersburg, and 
pensions of one million gold roubles 
each. President Gore has done much 
to restore confidence in the United 
States, though his derision to appoint 
his cousin. Gore Vidal, as the United 
States’s minister to the Vatican, was 
not well received in conservative 
Catholic quarters. In next months 
New Hampshire primaries, it is 
expected that Senator Phil Gramm of 
Texas will defeat a strong Republican 
list, including Senator Dole, the 
majority leader, and governor. WI1- 
son of California. It is. however, the economic and 

political miracle in Britain 
which has made London the 
focal point of world comment. 

The British have rediscovered them¬ 
selves." reports 77ie New York Times. 
They have rediscovered their tradi¬ 
tions. their culture, their habit of 

work, the ability to take the world by 
surprise. They have found new 
liberty in reasserting their old institu¬ 
tions. In 1995 they have proved the 
most innovative and the most suc¬ 
cessful nation on earth. With the 
lowest tax rates and the highest 
savings rates, foe highest produc¬ 
tivity. the strongest balance of pay¬ 
ments and the most stable currency 
in the Group of Seven nations. 
Britain is indeed riding high. So of 
course is the Conservative Party, 
strongly expected to win another 
term of office in 1996 and eminently 
deserving to do so." From Japan the 
Asahi Shimbun sends respectful 
salutations to the other great offshore 
island. Over Christmas, foe Frank¬ 
furter AUgemeine Zeitung had a 
front-page story about Britain’s gold¬ 
en year, which compared the Mar¬ 
quis of Maastricht to Goethe. 

For a columnist, it is a joy to look 
back on Britain's triumphant experi¬ 
ence of 1995, after having to record 
foe confusions and disappointments 
of so many previous years. Who 
would have thought, at the end of 
December 1994 — only a short year 
ago — that Britain could so trium¬ 
phantly break out of her political, 
economic and European difficulties? 
I am happy to take back any past 
criticism I have made of John Major. 
Marquis of Maastricht he has 
unquestionably been the outstanding 
world leader of 1995. 

Final act 
THE FAMILIES of Oscar Wilde 
and foe Marquess of Queensberry 
are to be publicly reconciled, a cen¬ 
tury after they fell out so spectacu¬ 
larly when the playwright was 
incarcerated in Reading Gaol after 
being found guilty of homosexual 
acts. The case arose from the 
Marquess of Queens berry's fury 
about Wilde’s relationship with his 
son. Lord Alfred Douglas. 

Next week, however. Wilde’s 
grandson and foe present mar¬ 
quess, David Queensberry, will 
gather with their respective fam¬ 
ilies in London for a ceremony to 
■unveil a plaque to foe Irish wit 

The ceremony will be performed 
fay Sir John Gielgud at foe Theatre 
Royal in the Haymarket, where A 
Woman of No Importance and An 
Ideal Husband were first acted. 
Gielgud has just been appointed 
president of the Oscar Wilde Soc¬ 
iety ofJapan. 

With the approach of the anni¬ 
versary, discreet contact has been 
made between foe Wilde and 
Queensberry families. The Mar¬ 
quess has joined Britain's Oscar 
Wilde Society, and his daughter, 
the actress Lady Alice Douglas. 

introduced him to Wilde’s grand¬ 
son, Merlin Holland, over lunch. 

“I was working in prisons, where 
it is quite cool to come from foe 
family that introduced the Queens¬ 
berry rules for boxing." she ex¬ 
plains. “The guys inside wanted to 
understand about my history — 
that’s how I became interested." 

•Lord Archer was cheery yesterday 
despite his car crash — and he 

tfootlrt"/ its* Tones’ 

the /NRflTflplE 

seems to be in from the political 
cold to boot, “fm fine. No cuts 
and bruises at all." he told me. 
“The first person to call to see if we 
were alright was the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. The second was the Home 
Secretary. That’s what real friends 
are for.” 

Or try this 
AFTER my report last week of a 
shortage of boeuf bouillon, the core 
ingredient of that infamous club¬ 
land hangover cure the Bullshot, 
readers have rushed to foe rescue. 

A letter from a titled lady gives 
details of a fool-proof home-made 
recipe: “Race a large slice of stew¬ 
ing steak flat in foe bottom of a 12- 
pint pan. Add a whole carrot, 
onion, leek, stick of celery and pour 
on cold water. Then add cloves and 
a bay leaf. Bring to foe boil and 
leave to simmer for about three 
hours. Add madeira (or vodka) to 
taste." That should blow off all the 
year’s cobwebs. 

Palace coo! 
NEW YEAR champagne corks 
have been popping a little early 
among the estate agents of Hamp¬ 
stead. An unusually extravagant 

DI ARY 
house, with II bedrooms, 13 bath¬ 
rooms and gilded locwoil-holders 
in the shape of swans' heads, has 
been sold after more than four 
years of marketing and a price 
drop of about £6 million. 

Sarills, the estate agent, refuses 
to comment on the sale of foe Sum¬ 
mer Palace, but I understand the 
mansion has gone to an Egyptian. 
The diamond-shaped. Roman-style 
villa was first put on the market in 
the spring of 1990 for £125 million. 
There were few takers despite foe 
attractions of a heart-shaped swim¬ 
ming pool surrounded by fake 
grass in foe basement and a brass- 
and-glass lift running through the 
middle of foe house. “It may be vul¬ 
gar to some minds” comments a 
local builder. “But the house is cer¬ 
tainly pretty grand, ir’s got more 
Jacuzzis than you can imagine.” 

Rose gardens 
NATIONAL TRUST visitors may 
have been puzzled by foe ftirrive 
behaviour of the army of gardeners 
during 1994. It has come to light 
that a covert operation to plant 
hundreds of specially bred rose 
bushes in the gardens of Trust 
properties has been implemented. 
The plan is for the centenary rose to 
burst into riotous bloom next year. 

Rose breeders took seven years to 
develop foe rose, in an old-fash¬ 
ioned style and a luscious pink, 
which is called Octavia Hill after 
foe social worker who helped to 
found foe Trust in 1895. There was 
a huge project throughout 1994 to 
plant swaths of it in various 
National Trust gardens for foe 
anniversary year." says a spokes¬ 
woman. An idea of what is to come 
can be seen at kkworth House in 
Suffolk, foe former home of the 
wayward Marquess of Bristol, 
where foe Trust has been experi¬ 
menting with its rose in the open. 

Last course 
WITH .foe death of the octogenari¬ 
an Fanny Cradock. Britain has lost 
the most outspoken of iclcrisinn 
cookery stars. The bejewelled culi¬ 
nary phenomenon remained as un¬ 

compromising as ever into her dot¬ 
age. and she left a generation of ad¬ 
mirers behind the stove. 

“She was infinitely watchable. 
whatever you thought of foe mad 
way she did it all," says Prue Leith 
of Leith’s restaurant in West 
London. "And she cooked wearing 
all those extraordinary clothes and 
diamonds. She was the Keith Floyd 
of her day, but 1 have never found a 

“n. uum ms puo m uevi 
raucous celebrations for 
birthday. “I was probably t 
I first saw her on btack-ai 
television. It was compulsj 
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ALGERIE FRANgAISE 
France may have ended the hijack: Algeria is still hostage 
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The storming of the hijacked French aircraft 
and the rescue of its passengers was a 
singular triumph for the French Govern¬ 
ment. Yet scarcely had the glow of success 
died down that four Catholic priests were 
murdered by Islamic extremists: revenge in 
Algeria is as swift as it is savage. Alain 
Juppe, the French Foreign Minister, de¬ 
clared himself publicly to be “convinced, 
unhappily, that the solution to the Algerian 
drama is not close". M Jupp6 is only right in 
part: not only is a solution “not dose", it is 
further away than before. 

Careful thought was given by its perpetra¬ 
tors, no doubt, to the timing of the hijacking: 
it took place on the third anniversary, almost 
to the day, of the first round of Algeria’s leg¬ 
islative elections, in which the the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) polled more votes than 
any other party. In an act for which Algeria 
is still paying a bloody price, the country's 
military junta cancelled the second round of 
polling and declared a state of emergency. 
The emergency, still in force, has not preven¬ 
ted the loss of an estimated 25,000 lives this 
year alone, with 800 more killed each week. 

Algeria's civil war is being fought between 
remorseless Islamic organisations (such as 
the Armed Islamic Group (GIA), which 
carried out the Christmas Air France hijack) 
and a brutal, corrupt and unelected military 
government. Its opposition to an Islamic 
takeover of Algeria is the dedared raison 
d'etre of General Uamine Zeroual's ruling 
junta. It has been this dimension, and no 
other, which has determined the policy 
towards Algeria of the French Government 
since January 1992. Deaf to the arguments of 
Washington, which has consistently fa¬ 
voured a course of negotiation with the FTS, 
and to those of Madrid — which finds 
France’s unstinting support for the Zeroual 
regime distasteful — Paris has preferred to 
support the policy of "eradication” currently 
pursued by military hardliners in Algiers. 

THE REAL MIRACLE DRUG 
March 1955: the discoverer of penriUin died 

In the history of medicine, moments of 
revelation are disappointingly few. Less 
separates us from the horrors of the 19th 
century than we might wish, or half believe. 
Take away public hygiene and antibiotics, 
and we would soon find ourselves smuggling 
against a resurgence of infectious disease, as 
helpless to save our children from an early 
death as were our great-grandparents. 

Yet penicillin, the drug that really did 
work a miracle, is barely half a century old. 
Alexander Fleming, who made the original 
discovery, died 40 years 
ago, in March 1955: his 
Nobel Prize for Medi¬ 
cine. shared with How¬ 
ard Florey and Ernst 
Chain, was awarded 50 
years ago, in 1945, at the end of the war that 
had proved penicillin such a life-saver. 

The discovery of penicillin is a tale so often 
told that it has now fallen prey to the revi¬ 
sionists. They assert that the greater credit is 
due to the Oxford team of Florey, Chain, and 
Norman Heatley. rather than to Fleming, 
and that only the tireless efforts of Si Mary’s, 
Paddington, ensured that Fleming emerged 
primus inter pares. A search through the 
archives lends them some support, for when 
The Times first offered an editorial opinion 
of the merits of penicillin, on August 27. 
1942, no credit was given to its discoverer. 
But the ink was barely dry before we were 
publishing a letter from the eminent path¬ 
ologist Sir Alraroth Wright of St Mary’S — 
caricatured by Bernard Shaw as Sir Colenso 
Rigeon in The Doctor's Dilemma — award¬ 
ing the laurel wreath to Fleming. “He is the 
discoverer of penicillin and was the author 
of toe original suggestion that this substance 

might prove to have important applications 
in medicine," Sir Almroto asserted. What 
cemented Fleming’s claim in the public 
mind were the circumstances of the discov¬ 
ery: a culture plate left out in the laboratory, 
an open window, the happy accident of 
contamination by the mould Penicitlium 
notatum. Fleming deduced that some sub¬ 
stance from the mould was killing mature 
staphlocoad. a mistake as it later turned out 
Penicillin acts only against growing bac¬ 
teria, which means that Fleming’s plate 

must have been contami¬ 
nated with mould before 
toe bacteria were inocu¬ 
lated on to it 

Yet toe fact remains 
that Fleming did notice 

something strange, and drew toe right 
conclusions. He failed to isolate the active 
agent and tentative clinical trials produced 
no evidence of penicillin’s wonderful prop¬ 
erties. Not until toe Oxford workers took up 
toe hunt a decade later was toe drug proved 
the life-saver of toe century: and even they 
had to give best to the United States when 
mass-production was required In fact it is 
now known that another researcher. Cedi 
Paine, had given crude penicillin to patients 
in Sheffield several years earlier, but had 
never published his results. 

What this proves is that scientific discov¬ 
ery is seldom as tidy as it seems. Luck, 
instinct and toe prepared mind are needed 
to make sense of confusion; and sometimes 
even toe greatest discoveries fie around 
waiting for somebody with the wit to pick 
them up. This is as true today as it was half a 
century ago: we need both Flemings and 
Floreys if we are to keep the darkness at bay. 

LONDON FIELDS OF VISION 
The capital needs a film commission 

From the Ealing comedies to The Lang 
Good Friday, film-makers have always been 
been absorbed by London, its skyline and its 
citizens. More, than three-quarters of toe 
country’s movie and television production. 
already takes place in the capitals Yet is dear 
that some film companies-are still deterred 
from shooting in London by red tape. For 
this reason, the new proposals for a London 
film commission reported today by dor Arts 
Correspondent deserve to be taken seriously 
by central and local government 

“By seeing London," said Dr Johnson, *T 
have seen as much of life as toe world can 
show." Writers have long appreciated this, 
treading happily in each other's footsteps on 
the cobbled streets of the capital. The mantle' 
of Fepys and Dickens has. been readpy 
assumed by modern chroniclers of toe city 
such as Peter Ackroyd, Michael Moorcock 
and Martin Amis. It is intriguing, however, 
that no film-maker has performed a com¬ 
parable role for London as cinematic auteur 
and diarist Hanif Kureishi may have his 
fans, but he is no Woody Allen- No London 
film-maker has produced a homage to the 
city to match Manhattan or Annie Hall 

To suggest that this cultural gap is toe re¬ 
sult of bureaucracy alone would be fanciful. 

A But there can be no doubt that the capital 
would benefit from a singleoffice—a “one- 
stop-shop”— to which film companies could 
apply when seeking a location. Because 
there has been no metropolitan authority 
since toe abolition of the Greater London 

Council, prospective film-makers have to 
deal with up to 33 different town halls, as 
well as local police forces and the highway 
department In this respect London is far 
behind competitor cities such as Los 
Angeles. Other British towns, including 
Bath, Bangor, Norwich and Sheffield, have 
been far more enterprising in setting up film 
commissions or comparable procedures. It 
is time for the capital to follow suit. 

The purpose of toe commission would be 
to minimise inconvenience, to residents and 
—as far as possible—to assist toe ambitions 
of filmmakers. In part this would involve 
the provision of information about suitable 
locations , and . the availability of technical 
services. It would also require sound 
relations between the commission and all 
toe relevant authorities in London. The scale 
of this task should not be underestimated by 
those who would undertake it 

The rewards of success, however, would 
be considerable. One Hollywood movie shot 
in London can bring £25 million of inward 
investment The more toe city is seen on 
silver screens around the world, further¬ 
more, the better for its commercial image. 
Too often, calls for help from the arts world 
amount to little more than a demand for 
public subsidy. This proposal, in contrast, 
would facilitate private investment and help 
to maximise toe business potential of a city 
that is one of the nation’s greatest cultural 
assets. London should he the cinematic 
capital of the next century. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
1 Pennington Street; London El 9XN Telephone 071-782 5000 

This is a monumental error, for it fails to 
take acount of any long-term prospects of a 
solution in tune with Algerian realities. The 
Islamic forces are winning because, clearly, 
they are not losing; and the military regime 
is losing because it has no proof of success 
other than the fact that it is still in tenuous 
control. The ease with which the hijackers ef¬ 
fected their seizure of the aircraft at Algiers 
airport, however, suggests more than a mere 
failure of security. There is evidence of gro¬ 
wing "majority tolerance" of Algeria's Is¬ 
lamic forces — to use a phrase employed by 
Gerry Adams in the Northern Irish context 

Paris has scoffed at America’s approach as 
naive, and has dismissed it as the well- 
meaning intervention of a party too far 
removed from the crisis to understand its 
realities. But the French are, by similar 
reasoning, too close to iL It is extraordinary 
that toe country’s Algeria policy should be 
entrusted more to Charles Pasqua, toe 
Interior Minister, than to M Jupp6, its 
Foreign Minister. M Pasqua has ensured 
that Paris, far from distancing itself from toe 
Zeroual regime, has instead thrown its 
weight behind Algeria’s sterile search for a 
military solution. This is no doubt because 
the spectre of Algeria, and of its disconcert¬ 
ing integrisme. will play a prominent role in 
the French Presidential elections in May. 

The French Government regards toe civil 
war in Algeria, first and foremost, as a 
problem for France. Its desire to prop up the 
Zeroual regime is dictated not by a sense of 
what is good for Algeria but by what is good 
for France. There can, of course, be no dia¬ 
logue with the GIA. whose murderous 
methods place them beyond the reach of rea¬ 
son. The continued refusal to treat with the 
FIS, however, has produced little of merit It 
is not impossible to sympathise with M 
Balladur; but his domestic priorities, and 
those of M Pasqua. do mean that little light 
is likely to be shone on Algeria from Paris. 

Controversy over the dating of Saint Matthew’s Gospel 
From Professor Graham Stanton 

Sir, I am astonished that The Times 
has been taken in by Dr Carsten 
Thiede’s claims concerning papyrus 
fragments of Matthew's Gospel kept 
at Magdalen College, Oxford, since 
1901 (report article and leading ar¬ 
ticle, December 24; interview, Decem¬ 
ber 26). These fragments have been 
studied by several leading papyr- 
otogists and New Testament scholars 
since their publication in 1953. Experts 
do not always agree about the dating 
of early Christian papyri, but in this 
case they have spoken with one voice: 
the fragments are from the end of the 
second century, more probably the 
third century. 

The arguments advanced by Dr 
Thiede in favour of a mid-first century 
dating do nothing to disturb this con¬ 
sensus. Indeed ms reported views on 
the importance of the Magdalen Col¬ 
lege fragments for the origins of 
Christianity do not inspire confidence. 
His claims concerning the very early 
date and alleged eyewitness character 
of Matthews Gospel will not merit 
serious discussion by specialists. 

This is not the first time Dr Thiede 
has been involved in scholarly contro¬ 
versy. On March 16,1972. The Times 
reported on its from page a claim that 
a fragment of Mark’s Gospel had 
been found among the Dead Sea 
Scrolls at Qumran. This claim was 
widely discussed and rejected by spec¬ 
ialists, but Dr Thiede incorporated it 
in 1986 into a German book designed 
for a wide readership which was 
translated into English (The Earliest 
Gospel Manuscript?) in 1992. As with 
toe Magdalen College fragments of 
Matthew's Gospel, Dr Thiede drew a 
set of speculative conclusions concern¬ 
ing the origins of Christianity which 
were based largely on his unlikely 
readings of damaged letters in tiny 
fragments of papyrus. 

Yours faithfully. 
GRAHAM STANTON (Professor of 
New Testament Studies), 
King’s College London, 
Strand, WC2. 

Fewer and better"? 
From Mr David Trench 

Sir, When is this small island going to 
acknowledge that 300 MPs are suf¬ 
ficient to represent its people? Let us 
then double salaries, attract the best 
and insist an no outside interests. We 
would save support costs of bureau¬ 
cracy and expenses. 

No MP. MEP or local councillor 
should take his or her seat unless over 
half of the electoral constituency turn 
up to vote: further savings. After all 
we have a Civil Service, Eurocrats and 
executive officers to run day-to-day 
affairs and auditors to check for 
probity and efficiency. 

If we are to conquer the snake we 
should go for toe head and not toe taiL 

Yours faithfully. 
DAVID TRENCH 
Trench Farrow & Partners 

13 Chapter Street. 
Westminster, SW1. 
December 27. 

Shelved diploma 
From Sir John. Cassels, Director of 
the National Commission on 
Education 

Sir, It’s amazing that ministers have 
now decided to shelve the general dip¬ 
loma. the introduction of which they 
announced only a few months ago in 
the White Paper on competitiveness. 
Your report today makes it dear that 
producer interests @e, the teaching 
unions and the examination boards) 
were against toe idea. 

What about parents and students? 
And small businesses? 

Yours faithfully, 
JOHN CASSELS. Director, 
National Commission on Education. 
344-354 Gray’s Inn Road, WC1. 
December 22. 

Poles in Hungary 
From Mr Gyorgy Nagy 

Sir, Your obituary of General Stanis- 
law Maczek (December 13) stated that, 
after the collapse of the Polish Army in 
September 1939. General Maczelrs 
brigade "crossed toe Hungarian fron¬ 
tier, where jt was interned". In fact, he 
and his men. with many other Polish 
military and rivD personnel, obtained 
a pro forma rather than a de facto in¬ 
ternment in Hungary. You could call 
it friendly hospitality ad interim. 

Two leading officials of the Hun¬ 
garian Home Office. Mr Jozsef Antal 
(father of toe first Hungarian prime 
minister in toe post-Communist era, 
whose obituary you printed on Dec¬ 
ember 13, 1993) and Mr faszto Os- 
vath, with the silent approval of toe 
Hungarian Government, organised 
toe transfer of tens of thousands of 
Polish servicemen to Yugoslavia, 
gradually and in small groups, be¬ 
hind toe Germans’ backs. Thus they 
were enabled to join toe Allied armies 
to fight toe Germans on several fronts 
of toe Second World War. 

Yours faithfully, 
GYORGY NAGY, 
5 Hamlet Square, NW1. 

Business letters, page 25 

Letters for publication may 
be foxed to 071-782 5046. 

From Mr A. J. Bradley 

Sir. What a joy to read, in your Christ¬ 
mas Eve edition, of the research of Dr 
Thiede which dates the Magdalen 
papyrus fragment of Matthew’s Gos¬ 
pel such that it could have been writ¬ 
ten by eyewitnesses of the life of Jesus 
Christ 

Granted toe theory still has to be 
tested by others in this specialised 
field, but how wonderfully positive at 
this Christmas time, to hear informa¬ 
tion that vindicates what Christians 
have believed since Christ walked this 
earth, rather than toe contentious 
questioning of Christian doctrine by 
certain Anglican bishops. 

Yours faithfully. 
A J. BRADLEY. 
14 Greenhalgh Moss Lane, 
Tottington, 
Bury, Lancashire. 
December 24. 

From Dr Edmund 1. Marshall 

Sir, The significance of the new infor¬ 
mation about toe Magdalen papyrus 
fragments of toe manuscript of Mat¬ 
thew’s Gospel lies more in toe earlier 
dating of toe fragments, making them 
very likely the oldest extant remnants 
of toe original manuscripts of toe New 
Testament rather than in adding to 
the actual authenticity of the Gospels. 

For it has long been recognised, as 
your leading article says, that the first 
Gospel to be written was not Mat¬ 
thew, but Mark. Indeed some 606 ver¬ 
ses in Matthew are copied, closely if 
not identically, from Mark, including 
the extracts on the Magdalen frag¬ 
ments. While it is doubtful that Mat¬ 
thew’s Gospel was compiled by Mat¬ 
thew the apostle, there has been gen¬ 
eral traditional agreement that toe 
author of Mark’s Gospel is indeed 
Mark, the confidant of Peter (see I 
Peter v, 13). and probably toe young 
man mentioned in Mark xiv. 51-2. The 
simple narrative style of Mark’s Gos¬ 
pel points to its being based on eye¬ 
witness accounts, of either Peter or 
Mark himself. 

Child support changes 
From Mr Peter G. Jones 

Sir, I refer to the announcement from 
toe Child Support Agency that it is to 
defer assessment cm 350.000 of its 
most difficult cases (report, December 
22). This is a further disaster in a lit¬ 
any of chaotic failures. 

The existence of the agency was os¬ 
tensibly to pursue errant fathers, to 
improve on the county court system 
and to benefit the welfare of children. 
There was the additional value, not as 
enthusiastically published, to gain 
substantial income for the Govern¬ 
ment. 

For these reasons an investment 
was made in the agency in excess of 
£175 million. What is now the result? 
Assessments in some cases are diffi¬ 
cult; surely that was anticipated. Now 

Insurance and HIV 
From MrP. M. Roth 

Sir, The issue of insurance questions 
about HIV testing involves a long and 
troubling saga. As the Director Gen¬ 
eral of the Association of British In¬ 
surers accuses your leading article of 
December 15 of being misleading (let¬ 
ter, December 21), it is unfortunate 
that he gives such a one-sided account 
of what happened. 

The Terrence Higgins Trust cam¬ 
paigned for four years to persuade in¬ 
surers to give up the disgraceful prac¬ 
tice whereby British insurers (unlike 
their US or Canadian counterparts) 
asked everyone applying for life insur¬ 
ance whether they Had taken an HIV 
test even if the result was negative. It 
was established that the use of this in¬ 
formation in underwriting deterred 
significant numbers of people from 
taking toe test nonetheless, all at¬ 
tempts, including those of the Depart¬ 
ment of Health, to persuade the insur- 

Lottery gamble 
From Mr Henry Burke 

Sir, May we correct a possible misun¬ 
derstanding which toe headline of 
your report. “Theatre's gamble on lot¬ 
tery falls liar (later editions. Decem¬ 
ber 20). may have caused.' 

The lottery fad—an attempt to raise 
toe remaining £330,000 needed to 
complete toe project of creating a new 
professional repertory theatre for 
Norwich — was made for a syndicate 
of 167 members consisting largely of 
supporters of the Playhouse, who 
gambled with their own money, not 
with funds donated to the appeal. 
Norwich Playhouse is a registered 
charily and therefore could not, and 
did not gamble on the lottery. The 
appeal will in fact now be £803 better 
oft as a result of the syndicate’s gener¬ 
osity in donating 50 per cent of its 
winnings. 

Yours sincerely, 
HENRY BURKE 
(Managing Director). 
Norwich Playhouse. 
Gun Wharf, 42-58 St George Street, 
Norwich, Norfolk. 

From Mr Stephen A. B. Parish 

Sir. Can one insure against winning 
the lottery (letters, December 17, etc)? 

Yours faithfully, 
STEPHEN PARISH. 
Monkmoor, Beechwood Avenue. 
Weybridge. Surrey. 

Hence the authenticity of much of 
Matthew's Gospel is derived from the 
authenticity of Mark’s. The new dat¬ 
ing of the Magdalen papyrus, while 
fascinating, in no way alters that dep¬ 
endence. 

Yours faithfully. 
EDMUND MARSHALL 
(Vice-Presidem. 
Methodist Conference. 1992-93). 
14 Belgravia Road. 
Wakefield. West Yorkshire. 
December 28. 

From Mr Ian Wilson 

Sir. How much Dr Thiede's discovery 
would have meant to Dr John Robin¬ 
son. the former Bishop of Woolwich, 
who died in 1983. 

Although best known for his contro¬ 
versial Honest to God (1963). in his 
Redating the New Testament (1976) 
John Robinson argued with typically 
rigorous scholarship for Matthew’s 
Gospel, even in its Greek form (trad¬ 
ition says there was an earlier Heb¬ 
rew one), having been written when 
established Judaism and very early 
Christianity were existing side-by- 
side. Like Dr Thiede. John Robinson 
therefore dated the Matthew Gospel 
before toe fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, 
and most likely in toe period between 
AD 40 and 60. Although 20 years ago 
his arguments fell on largely deaf 
ears, they must surely now be 
regarded with far greater seriousness 
in the light of Dr Thiede’s findings. 

So far as I am aware. John Robin¬ 
son did not know of the Magdalen 
papyrus. Nor did I, despite having 
lived in Magdalen College as an un¬ 
dergraduate between 1960 and 1963. 
How many more such items are sit¬ 
ting under our very noses without 
their existence being known and their 
significance realised? 

Yours faithfully. 
IAN WILSON 
(Author, Jesus: The Evidence), 
Sneyd Park House. 
Goodeve Road. Bristol, Avon. 
December 24. 

the decision is to put them to one side. 
The mother is abandoned without any 
opportunity to pursue her claim, and 
the very fathers at whom toe Act was 
originally directed will now escape 
their moral and legal responsibility. 

This appalling derision in my view 
destroys toe foundation on which toe 
agency was created and the time has 
come to bring its existence to an end. 
We must go back to improving toe 
previous system, and return the juris¬ 
diction to the county courts where the 
assessment of maintenance may be 
made with sanity and efficiency. 

Yours faithfully. 
PETER G. JONES 
(Chairman. Solicitors Family 
Law Association, 1991-93). 
(Partner). Jones Myers (solicitors). 
Pearl Chambers. 22 East Parade, 
Leeds, West Yorkshire. 

ers to ask instead only about positive 
tests proved unsuccessful. 

It was only last July, when the intro¬ 
duction of a private member’s Bill in 
Parliament that would have com¬ 
pelled such a change was imminent 
and gathering wide support, that the 
ABI finally issued a new statement of 
practice to that effect 

Such a change, although it has 
come very late, is nonetheless to be 
welcomed. Of more concern is the fact 
that many major life insurers are still 
using proposal forms that ask about 
prior negative as well as positive HfV 
tests—a form of question that the ABJ 
now proscribes. If that continues 
much longer, legislation may be need¬ 
ed after all. 

Yours faithfully. 
P. M. ROTH (Chairman, 
Insurance Working Party), 
Terrence Higgins Trust. 
4 Raymond Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn. WC1. 
December 21. 

Musical future 
From Mr Jeremy James Taylor 

Sir. Matt Wolf (“Time to send in the 
clones”. December 12) will be pleased 
to know that there is indeed hope for 
the future of British musical theatre. 
He refers to Sir Andrew Lloyd Web¬ 
ber’s publicly expressed concern for 
the current state of play, but perhaps 
be does not realise that Sir Andrew is 
even now investing very considerably 
in the future through his generous 
and energetic support for the National 
Youth Music Theatre. 

New work is the staple diet of toe 
NYMT and has been for almost 20 
years. Indeed Richard Taylor, the 
young composer of Whistle Down the 
Wind which has just opened at the 
Riverside Studios in Hammersmith— 
and won high praise in your columns 
(“Young wonders”. Arts. December 
28) —is not only currently working on 
his fourth commission for the com¬ 
pany but is also a member of toe 
Mercury Workshop about which Mr 
Wolf wrote so fully. 

A new NYMT musical, Pendragon. 
steeped with awards at this years 
Edinburgh Festival, comes to the new 
Festival Theatre in Edinburgh this 
February. 

Yours sincerely, 
JEREMY JAMES TAYLOR 
(Artistic Director), 
National Youth Music Theatre, 
2 Bow Street. WC2. 
December 28. 

Funding blow for 
wildlife in Wales 
From the Chief Executive of theRqyal 
Societyfor the Protection of Birds and 
others 

Sir, On December 15 John Redwood, 
the Secretary of State for Wales, an¬ 
nounced a 17.6 per cent cut in toe bud¬ 
get of the main body responsible for 
wildlife conservation in Wales. The 
Counnyside Council for Wales (CCW) 
was formed only three years ago by 
the merger of the Countryside Com¬ 
mission and the Nature Conservancy 
Council. It is incredible toai a body so 
young in life, which has already 
proved itself on the conservation stage 
in Wales, should be so treated. 

Additionally, the Welsh Office per¬ 
formance in providing guidance to lo¬ 
cal authorities in managing environ¬ 
mental affairs falls behind the De¬ 
partment of the Environment in Eng¬ 
land. Such a lack-lustre display coup¬ 
led with the treatment of the CCW 
does not bode well for toe Welsh 
people’s wildlife and countryside. 

We fail to see. and Mr Redwood has 
not given any indication, how his ac¬ 
tions can have any effect other than 
greatly to reduce The level of environ¬ 
mental management in Wales. 

Yours faithfully, 
BARBARA S. YOUNG. 
Chief Executive. The Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds. 
ROBIN PELLEW. 
Director, World Wide Fund for 
Nature — UK, 
TIM SANDS. 
Director of Conservation for The 
Wildlife Trusts. 
c/oThe Lodge, 
Sandy. Bedfordshire. 
December 23. 

Listed house 
From the Secretary of the 
International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (UK) 

Sir. Following the letter from the 
Chairman of the Society for the Pro¬ 
tection of Ancient Buildings on Dec¬ 
ember 22 (also letter. December 28). 
Icomos UK has expressed its concern 
to the Secretary of Stale for Wales and 
the Secretary of State for National 
Heritage over toe plans to demolish 
toe grade II listed medieval house in 
Palace Street, Caernarvon. 

The house lies within the protected 
World Heritage monument of the 
walls of Caernarvon, and its dis¬ 
appearance would detract from the 
overall integrity of the monument 

We deplore the planned demolition 
in a World Heritage Site without toe 
formality of a public inquiry, and sug¬ 
gest toe Secretary of State for Wales 
should consider suspending toe dem¬ 
olition to allow further consideration. 

Yours faithfully. 
F. N. GOLDING, Secretary. 
International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (UK), 
10 Barley Mow Passage. W4. 
December 2S. 

Height of rudeness 
From Mr John Crofts 

Sir, Now we all know what sort of 
minister Mr Rod Richards is — he 
uses the word “short" as a pejorative 
in his comments about Welsh Labour 
councillors (report December 21). I 
bet he has a marker on his office door¬ 
post to assess the worth of those who 
enter. The average journalist at least 
refines his denigration by using “dim¬ 
inutive”. 

From where 1 stand, some of the 
nastiest people 1 have met (eg. Robert 
Maxwell) have been tall, but the Eng¬ 
lish language seems to be deficient in 
insults to aim at their heighL 

“Gangling", “lanky”, and “bean¬ 
pole" all carry endearing images. 

Yours faithfully. 
JOHN CROFTS (5fr4in), 
Rutlands. 
The Towers. Lorton Road. 
Cockermouth, Cumbria. 
December 22. 

Key to sporting success 
From Mr A. J. Colbert 

Sir, The Sports Minister is going to 
Australia to discover toe secret of suc¬ 
cess in cricket. Professor Radford (let¬ 
ter, December 22) tells us that abun¬ 
dant research has already identified 
toe requirements. 

Perhaps the most important trick is 
being missed. Our cricket and rugby 
teams should get themselves banned 
from all international competitions 
for a few decades. This has been an ex¬ 
cellent preparation for success for the 
South Africans. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. J. COLBERT. 
25 Leigh Road. 
Walsall. West Midlands. 
December 22. 

Sports letters, page 35 

Store of good will 
From Mrs Judith A. White 

Sir, Please can someone tell me how. 
and where. 1 can redeem all the 
“Brownie points" I have collected over 
the past 50 years? They must be worth 
quite a lot now. 

Yours faithfully, 
JUDITH WHITE. 
24 Cromwell Road. 
Ely, Cambridgeshire. 
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SOCIAL NEWS 
CARLRUTHERFORD 

The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh will visit South 
Africa in March. 

Birthdays today 
June Marchioness of Aber¬ 
deen and Temair. 81; Sir 
Richard Beaumont, diplomat, 
82: Lord Beaverbrook. 43; Sir 
Samuel Brittan, journalist. 61: 
Mr John Connell, former 
chairman, Distillers Com¬ 
pany. 7tfc Mr Bernard 
Cribbins, actor, 66; Mr Ted 
Dan son. actor, 47; Miss Ann 
Demeuiemeesier, fashion de¬ 
signer. 35; Baroness Denton of 
Wakefield 59: General Sir 
Robert Ford. 71; Mr Andrew 
Foster, controller, Audit Com¬ 
mission for Local Authorities 
in England-and Wales, 5Ch 
Professor LC.B. Gower, for¬ 
mer Vice-Chancellor, South¬ 
ampton University. 81; Mr 
David Hall, former Chief 
Constable. Humberside, 64: 
Sir Simon Homby, president. 
Royal Horticultural Society, 
60:” Mr Gilbert Hunt, former 
company chairman, 80; Mr 
Terry Lewis, MP, 58: Mr 
Martin Offiah, rugby league 
player. 2& Mrs Rosalind Pres¬ 
ton, former president. Nat¬ 
ional Council of Women of 
Great Britain. 59; Mr Peter 
Robinson. MP, 46; the Right 
Rev Mark San ter. Bishop of 
Birmingham. 58; Sir Kenneth 
Sharp, accountant. 68; Mr 
Harvey Smith, showjumper, 
56: Mr Jon Voight, actor. 56: 
Sir Edward Williams, former 
commissioner-general. Expo 
88. Brisbane, 78. 

Anniversaries 
BIRTHS: Charles Macintosh, 
pioneer of water-proofing, 
Glasgow. 1766: Andrew John¬ 
son, 17th American President 
1865-69, Raleigh. North Cali¬ 
fornia, 1808; William Ewart 
Gladstone. Prime Minister 
1868-74.188085,1886 and 1892- 
94. Liverpool, 1809; Pablo Ca¬ 
sals. cellist, Vendrelli, Spain. 
1876. 
DEATHS: Thomas d Becket 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
1162-70, murdered in Canter¬ 
bury cathedral, 1170; Thomas 
Sydenham, physician. Lon¬ 
don, 1689; Brook Taylor, 
mathematician. London. 1731; 
Jacques-Louis David, painter. 
Brussels, 1825; Charles Lamb, 
essayist. Edmonton, Middle¬ 
sex, 1834; Christina Rossetti, 
poet, London, 1894; Sir Wil¬ 
liam Osier, physician. Oxford, 
1919; Rainer Maria Rilke, 
poet Valmont, Switzerland, 
1926; Eden Phillpotts, novelist. 
Broad Clyst, near Exeter. 
1960; Paul Whiteman, band¬ 
leader, Doylesrown. Pennsyl¬ 
vania, 1967; Maurice Harold 
Macmillan, 1st Earl of Stock- 
ton, Prime Minister 1957-63. 
Sussex, 19S6. 
Radio Luxembourg began 
broadcasting. 1930. 
The Irish Republic changed its 
name to Eire as the new 
constitution was implement¬ 
ed, 1937. 
German planes dropped 
10.000 bombs on London. 
1940. 
The first transistor hearing aid 
went on sale in America, 1951. 

Church news 
The Rev Canon John Cox. 
Vicar. Holy Trinity, 
Roehampton, diocese South¬ 
wark. has been appointed 
Archdeacon of Sudbury, dio¬ 
cese St Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich, succeeding the Ven 
Ricahrd Garrard, now Suffra¬ 
gan Bishop of Penrith, diocese 
Carlisle. 
Appointments 
The Rev Richard Adams. Vic¬ 
ar, Weymouth St Edmund: to 
be Priest-in-charge. The Win¬ 
terbournes and Compton Va¬ 
lence (Salisbury). 
The Rev Graham Archer. 
Minister-in-charge, Caven¬ 
dish Park District, in the Earish of St Mary. Walton: to 

v Priest-in-charge of the par¬ 
ish (St Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich). 
The Rev William (Billy) 
Barnes. Assistant Curate, 

South Bank: to be Assistant 
Curate, Northallerton w. Kir¬ 
by Sigston (York). 
The Rev Paul Barnes, Curate. 
Weymouth Holy Trinity: to be 
Priest-in-charge, StudJey St 
John (Salisbury). 
The Rev Rex Bird. Rector. 
Monks Eleigh w. .Chelswonh 
and Brent Eleigh w. Milden: 
to be also Priest-in-charge, 
Kettlebaston (St Edmunds¬ 
bury and Ipswich). 
The Rev Kevin Blogg. permis¬ 
sion to officiate, diocese Nor¬ 
wich; to be Curate (NSM), 
Colkirk w. Oxwick and 
Pattesley. Whissonett. 
Homingtoft and Brisley. same 
diocese. 
The Rev David Burrell, Priest- 
in-charge, Haughlev w. 
Wetherden; to be also Priest- 
in-charge, Holy Trinity. 
Stowupland (St Edmunds¬ 
bury and Ipswich). 

Institute of Mathematics 
The Following have been 
granted Chartered Mathema¬ 
tician status and Fellowship of 
the Institute of Mathematics 
and its applications: 
* Mr D Ainley, * Dr P Ash. Mr 
J R Ashcroft, Mrs H M Barry. 
' Mr M J Bedford, * Dr M 
Cain, Dr K Chandler. * Dr D J 
Cooke. * Mr D Fairs. * Mr C S 
French.* Mr D J Greig. * Dr R 
Haggarty, * Mr W T Hewitt, 
Professor S G Hoggar. * Dr R 
D Holder. Mr S Hurley, * Mr 
S S Hussain, * Dr M Johnson, 
*DrCD Jones. * Mr P R Lock. 
* Mr P J Mumford, Dr M P 

Neal. Dr G H Norton, * Dr A 
Oxley, * Dr E R Pinch. * 
Professor D Probert, Mr A 
Punter, Dr M J Reader-Har- 
ris, Mr D A Scott, Mr T D 
Scott, * Dr D R Simpson. * Mr 
N R Strachan, * Mr K R 
SuJIivan, Dr S T Swift, Dr D J 
Thomas, Dr V Varadharajan. 
* Dr A VeUa, * Mr E Vickers, * 
Mr G A Wickham. * Dr H T 
Williams. * Dr D T Wilton. * 
Dr J T Wise, Professor M T 
Wright 

* Transferred from another 
grade of membership 

Forthcoming 
marriages 

Joinery and car maintenance workshops are provided at the Hardwick Centre, which also offers office and 
administration services for new businesses, a commercial advice centre, skills training and a creche 

Centre brings hope to estate facing anarchy 
By Paul Wilkinson said, “and there was nothing _T newspaper to keep people 

here for them, no jobs, no informed. “The place is abso- 
TIE Hardwick Tomorrow community spirit, no focus, '■ . . ^ lutely alive, seven days a 
interprise and Initiative nothing. There was one play- D ° week," Mr Owens said. “It is 
Centre has revitalised a ground for all those children, q </) a joint venture run by the 
prowling, run-down council one child minder and no O | stys/s 1 ^ community for the common- 
state on the verge of slipping nursery provision for moth- jg J / j tt* Hy. it is bringing jobs, activi- 
ito anarchy. ers who might want to get out ^ j l IQOO J ^ ty. life into the area- People 
“It was an accident waiting * to work" 1 I I qqq are involved and because of 

3 happen, a disaster about to In little under three years I-1 ^|C/ v that vandalism, for instance, 
xplode," said Terry Owens, the centre has turned that Vx is virtually negligible. People 
irector of the project which round It began with a meet- will not hurt something in 
as won the United Biscuit ing of everyone involved in which they have a stake, 
ward for business develop- the community, from teach- “We are now launching a 
tent and training. The ers through councillors and grants was won to buy a ‘cell network' with represen- 
idges said it was one of the police to residents. They iden- former church hall to convert tatives from every street teD- 
tost imaginative and sue- tified a “wish list" of econom- into a community centre. ing us what their part of the 
essfui community-led ic and social needs: re- They now provide joinery community wants.” 

By Paul Wilkinson 

THE Hardwick Tomorrow 
Enterprise and Initiative 
Centre has revitalised a 
sprawling run-down council 
estate on the verge of slipping 
into anarchy. 

“It was an accident waiting 
to happen, a disaster about to 
explode," said Terry Owens, 
director of the project which 
has won the United Biscuit 
award for business develop¬ 
ment and training. The 
judges said it was one of the 
most imaginative and suc¬ 
cessful community-led 
projects in the United 
Kingdom. 

The 3.000 houses on the 
Hardwick estate in Stockton 
on Tees were built in the 1950s 
for families working in Cleve¬ 
land's heavy industries, such 
as steel, chemicals and fabri¬ 
cation. But today many of 
those employers have gone, 
leaving behind high unem¬ 
ployment and despair. 

“Ten thousand people live 
on this estate." Mr Owens 

Kede 
Academic Appointments 
Pai A Austin. Temporary Lecturer 
in the Department of Biological 
Sciences from September 19 
Margaret J Bailey, Senior Physio¬ 
therapy Teacher in the Depart¬ 
ment of Physiotherapy from 
November l 
George C Baugh, Lecturer and 
Viciqria County History editor in 
the Department of History from 
October I 
Jean A Bourne, Physiotherapy 
Teacher in the Department of 
Physiotherapy from November I 
Robert C Cooper, Professor of 
Social Theory and Organisation in 
the Department of Management 
from January I, 1995. previously 
Reader in Organisation Theory, 
Lancaster University 
Michael G Craig, Temporary Lec¬ 
turer in the Department of Pblitics 
from September 1, previously 

said, “and there was nothing 
here for them, no jobs, no 
community spirit no focus, 
nothing. There was one play¬ 
ground for all those children, 
one child minder and no 
nursery provision for moth¬ 
ers who might want to get out 
to work" 

In tittle under three years 
the centre has turned that 
round It began with a meet¬ 
ing of everyone involved in 
the community, from teach¬ 
ers through councillors and 
police to residents. They iden¬ 
tified a “wish list" of econom¬ 
ic and social needs: re¬ 
training. advice and 
assistance. 

“When we started people 
told me 1 was wasting my 
time.” Mr Owens said “No- 
one cared any more, but we 
have changed all that” 

Tioxide Europe, a local 
chemicals firm, donated a 
redundant portable buDding 
for use as a training suite and 
G4&Q0Q to run it for three 
years. Then money from local 
and ' national government 

7x ^ 

grants was won to buy a 
former church hall to convert 
into a community centre. 

They now provide joinery 
and car maintenance work¬ 
shops. office and administra¬ 
tion services for new start-up 
businesses, a commercial ad¬ 
vice centre, skills training 
and a creche. There is also 
space for surgeries for out¬ 
side agencies like the Em¬ 
ployment Service, a law 
centre and local councillors. 

The centre also provides a 
community focus for soda! 
events including concerts and 
fetes. There is even a free 

University news 
Graduate Teaching Assistant 
Peter R Croft. Professor of 
Epidemiology in the Department 
of Medicine, previously Clinical 
Epidemiologist. University of 
Manchester 
William E Farrell Lecturer. Non- 
Clinical in the Department of 
Biological Sciences, previously Se¬ 
nior Lecturer. University of 
Liverpool 
Penelope M Glare. Lecturer in the 
Department of Gassies from 
September 1. previously Junior 
Research Fellow. Jesus College. 
Cambridge 
Isabelle Gaudy. Language Assis¬ 
tant in French (Lecrrice) in the 
Department of Modem Lan¬ 
guages from Sepiember 26 
Lynn Hancock. Temporary Lec- 
rurer in the Department of 
Criminology from September I. 
1993. previously part-time Tutor, 
University of Liverpool 

Thomas Hartman. Lecturer in the 
Department of Management from 
February l. W95, previously em¬ 
ployed University of Gothenburg. 
Sweden 
Darren Hoad, Temporary Lec¬ 
turer in the Department of Politics 
from September I 
Barbara J Hollins. Physiotherapy 
Teacher in the Department of 
Physiotherapy from November t 
Jane R Holmes. Physiotherapy 
Teacher in the Department of 
Physiotherapy from November [ 
John Horton. Reader in the 
Department or Politics from Feb¬ 
ruary 1,1995, previously Lecturer, 
University of York 
Jonathon A Hughes. Temporary 
Lecturer in the Department of 
Philosophy, from September 1. 
previously Computer 
Analyst/Programmer. Sains bury 
pk 
Kim Jones. PhysiotherapyTeacher 

The Hardwick Tomorrow 
Enterprise and Initiative 
Centre has won the Untied 
Bisadts Award for Business 
Development and Training 
in the 1994 Community En¬ 
terprise Awards sponsored 
by The Times and Touche 
Ross and organised by Busi¬ 
ness in the Community. The 
awards will be presented by 
the Prince of Wales in 
Manchester on February 8. 

in the Department of Physio¬ 
therapy from September I 
Barbara Kelly, Lecturer in the 
Department of Music from Feb¬ 
ruary 1.1995, previously employed 
University College. Scarborough 
Ka-Pb Lam. Lecturer in the 
Department of Physics (Electronic 
Engineering) from November 1, 
previously DAP System Support 
Officer. Kent University 
Jennifer M Lowe, Clinical Edu¬ 
cation Coordinator in the Depart¬ 
ment of Physiotherapy from 
Septembers 
David J Maxwell, Lecturer in the 
Department of History from 
Sepiember 1, previously Research 
Fellow, Manchester University 
Herve Nancey. Language Assis¬ 
tant in French (Lectrice) in the 
Department of Modern Lan¬ 
guages from September 26 
Martin Parker, Lecturer in the 
Department of Management i 

Mr A. Ainapore 
and Miss LA- Munay . 
The engagement is announced 
between Msat elder son of Mr 
and Dr Munir Ainapore. of Bisb- 

. opT StQrtford, Hertfordshire, and 
Uonie Alexandra, elder daughter 
of Dr and Mrs David Murray, of 
Wistow, Cambridgeshire. 
Mr S.R. Eade 
and Ur F-M- Young - 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Robert Eade, of East 
Grinstead. West Sussex, and 
Fiona, daughter of Professor and 
Mrs Ian Young, of-West Overton. 
Wiltshire. 

MrO.W.Hassall 
and Miss EX. AhutJoncs 
The engagement is. announced 
between Oliver William, eldest son 
of Mr and Mrs Tbm Hassall. of 
Wheatley, Oxfordshire, and 
Emma Louise, youngest daughter 
of Sir Derek and Lady Ahm-Jones, 
a/ Effingham. Surrey. 
Mr PJ5. Slesrnger 
and Miss N- Mercuto 
The engagement is announced 
between Patrick Edward, eldest 
son of Mr A.G.T. Slesinger, of 
dedhow Gardens, London, and 
Mrs JQl Johnston, of Keepers 
Cottage, Cocking, near Midhurst, 
and Nerissa, daughter of Mr and 
Mis V. Mercado, of the 
Philippines. 

MrS.M. Lannnin 
and Miss EL BOag 
The engagement is announced 
between Stuart Markekfestsonof 
Mr and Mrs Colin Lammin,.of 
Hornchurch, and Emma Louise, 
only daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Allan Boag, of unon. 

MrVJL. Read 
and Miss LJ. Tfdswefl 
The engagement fe announced 
between Vernon .Edward, elder 
son" of Mr'Stephen Read, of 
Scrafiefd. lincolnsbiiviral Mr* . 

-Janet Read, of Sitisey. Uneoto- 
shire, and Lucy Jane, daughter Of 
Mr and Mrs Brian Tids^eH,- 6f 
Gosberton Risegale, LiocoloshlnL. 

DrT.M. White 
and Mrs Mil. Walters 1. ':?- 
The engagement is annotneed 

■between Dr Trew Moore White, 
of. Leighwood ■ House. Lejglj 
Woods,. Bristol, and Mauregi 
Sylvia Walters,'of Walton House, 
Freshibrd. Bath. • / 7'~^' - 

Marriage 
Sir Hector Monro. MP. ■ 
and Mrs D.Kaestner 
The. marriage took place quietly in 
Fort Lauderdale. Florida.. Tail 
December 23, between Sir Heitor 
Monro, MP, of WilliamwofrcC, 
Lockerbie, and Mrs Doris 
Kaestner. of Woodbrodk. Bal¬ 
timore, Maryland- \>. " 

Archaeology „/• 

Early villagers were not 
mere cereal farmers 

By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 

RECENT discoveries in east¬ 
ern Turkey have challenged 
the long-accepted view that the 
earliest villagers were cereal 
formers, growing primitive 
wheat and barley and herding 
sheep and goats. Instead, a 
range of economic options 
including hunting and collect¬ 
ing wild plants seems to have 
been available. 

Since the late Dame Kath¬ 
leen Kenyon's excavation at 
Jericho nearly 50 years ago. 
the association of early 
sedentism and fanning has 
been an axiom of prehistory. 
Subsequent studies refined 
this view somewhat, but few 
scholars felt that non-agricul- 
tural villages had existed in 
five ancient Near East 

The site of Hallan Cemi on 
the Batman Cayi tributary of 
theTigris has yielded contrary 
evidence, however. “The data 
call in question the causal role 
of cereal grass exploitation in 
fostering sedentism in south¬ 
west Asia." according to Dr 
Michael Rosenberg of the 
Umversity.af Delaware. . ■ 
. The site is a mound covering 
some two acres and .with 43 
metres (about 15ft) of archaeo¬ 
logical deposits dating back as 
far as 11,000 years ago. The 
earliest occupation “was a 
small permanent village occu¬ 
pied year-round by * society 
seemingly dependent on a 
hunting-gathering economy.” 
Dr Rosenberg reports in the 
journal Mar Shipri. 

The scale of the architecture, 
including semi-subterranean 
sandstone buildings which 
may have been shrines or cult 
places, and the evidence for 
trade and prestige goods show 
an unexpected degree of social 

complexity, however. Hun¬ 
dreds of chlorite stone bonds 
were decorated with incised 
and relief motifs, and efctbor 
rate stone pestles were 
recovered. .1:. 

The pestle bandies were 
carved into animal forma, 
among which goats and a bear 
or pig have been recognised, 
and notched stone batons, of 
unknown purpose were also 
made. Exotic goods included 
the black volcanic glass obsidi¬ 
an, imported from sources 
near Like Van more than 106 
km (60 miles) away. 

Hallarn Cemi Is “the oldest 
demonstrable permanently 
settled village along the TSlu- 
rus-Zagros arc" of eastern 
Turkey, northern Iraq and 
western Iran. Dr Rosenberg 
says. “What makes this partic¬ 
ularly intriguing is that first, 
the plant and animal remains 
indicate that the economy was 
based on hunting and gather¬ 
ing wfld species": 

“More important, the plant 
remains indicate: that cereals 
were. apparently, a much less 
significant component of file 
economy than at most other 
contemporary .sites, calling 
into question long-standing 
assumptions about the origins 
of agriculture,'’ he says. 

Dr Rosenberg suggests that 
the correlation between cereal 
fanning and village life seen 
in numerous southwest Asian 
sites is a coincidence: the same 
forces promoting sedentism 
also encouraged the use: of 
cereals, but that where thqy 
were not utilised, people std! 
settled down in villages arid 
began the long, unconscious 
haul towards urbanism and 
civilisation. 

Wisdom wtH not enter a shiny 
NnLncrnukrhvhnHIna 
body Thai b mortgaged to sin. 
Wisdom or Satomon l : 4 
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BIRTHS_ 

BELL - On atlh Deomber 
1994. la Sara <n<c Oartdoe) 
and Tony, a daughter Chaos 
Sara, a stater for Matthew. 
Rachel and Daniel. 

BELL - On Christmas Eve 
1994. to Fenetope Cnfe 
Woods) and Richard, a son. 
Robert John Gordon. 

BOAG - On Christmas Day to ; 
Susan (nfte Frasari and David 
a daughter Alexandra. 

BOOTH-CUBBOftN On 23rtl 
December 1994. at The I 
Portland HoagpUaL to Leonle | 
utfe FTefln Von OppcnheiinJ i 
and Charles, a daughter 
Edwin*. Lome. Vera. 
Seville. 

CUFF - on November 19th to 
Hagarurte Arthur) and Eric 
asm Hono Wiffism Frauds. 
Brother to Randal. 

DEWHURST - To dutfles 
and Jennifer fafe Boyd), a 
son. Oscar Roland Boyd, 
bom on 23rd Prramtoer, 

DOBBS - On December 24th. 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
Bomanie Infs- Spears) and 
Richard, a son Harry 
Richard, a brother for 
Freddie and PhOte 

FOX - On Decanter 38th. at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Marcia (nfe Levent) and 
Alan, a daughter. Bana 
Sarah, a abler for LJora. 

CatOOME - On December 
20th. at The Portland 

Amy. 
HAMSHAW THOMAS - On 

Decemtw 2Stfa. to Chortle 
and Jaando. a son Joe 
Christopher. « brother far 
Jack and om. 

HAMER-On December 23hl 
lo Amanda (nit Cairns) and 
Tom. a daughter. Celia feaM 
Fay. a sister lor Charlie. 

MU. - On Christmas Day at 
the Royal Free Hearted to 
Odette Utee Drummond) and 
Ewen. a son.' Fergus 
Alexander Drummond, a 
brother tor Haifabh. 

late - On December 2lsi In 
Hoag Kang la Cstrfona tube . 
Wight) and Staton, a | 
daughter. Harriet 

LUCAS - On Monday 260i 
December 1994'ad Panbury. 
Kent lo Lotte (n£e Bfrk) and 
James, a son. Jack Geedry. 

montgomery-kbliehey 
- On December 27lh at St 
Mary's, nwiitlnfltiftn a lovely 
daughter Natasha to Vidor 
and Cure. 

NORTHRJDQE - On 22nd 
December, at Hie Portland 
Hwsxsai. to Amanda and 
Martin, a daudtiter. Phoebe 
Grace, a cherished tdster tor 
Ons. 

BIRTHS 

0*BYRBK . on December 
34th to Nathalie (SfUdanoa) 
and Martin, a son. Daniel 
Martin Thomas, a brother 
for Alexandra and Natasha. 

SCOTT - On 15th December 
1994 at John RaddHfe 
Hosrtal. Oxford. to 
MtaakaM <n6e Gupta) and 
Robert, their Ora cMM David 
Ktahan Howie. 

SIMONS - On December 
23rd. at The Portland 
HospttaL to AwTtMien 
(n*e Qrston) and Edward, a 
son Jacob Luke Asher, a 
Brother to Ben. Jade and 
Jordana. 

STREET - To Caroline Date 
White) and Nicholas m 
Thursday 22nd Decembs-. a 
daughter. Amelia Odoe 

SWnrrOM - On Decemba- 
23rd in Parts to Emms and 
Sandy, a daughter Maty 
Alexandra, who did not 
survive. 

THOMPSON - On 21st 
December to Jackie tafe 
Rcynobb) and Anthony, a 
daughter. Entity Rachel, a 
aMer far'Joanna. 

TIDY - On hffHitfwr 
1994 to Deborah <nt* Mead) 
and PauL a son. Giles 
wmiam Moriey. 

ZUttZ - On December 23rd to 
Carotin* Cray and Leslie 
Zonz. a son Leo, a brother 
tar Sophie. Alexander and 
LCy. 

DEATHS 

BUUEN - 
Christmas 

Wiltshire, in her 94th year. 
Ivy Irene Bullen. late of West 
Manton Marlborough. 
Widow of Arthur and an 
aunt and great aunt, much 
loved by ah the Lefercr 
Family. Funeral at SL 
Georges’s Presume. Manton 
Martboroogli at 2cm an 
Thursday But January 
foSowed by aenatlMB. 
Donations In place or Sowers 
to the Brodondn 
Foundation. FnixfleM wilts, 
would be very modi 
appreciated. Enquiries to 
Thomas Free & Sons. Tel 
0672 612110. 

CARLIHE - Thomas Hallan B. 
Arch. Dip- CLD. Decemner 
24th 1994 peacefully at Iris 
home Peo-y-Oyn Hell Film 
Mountain Chvyd aged TB 
yean. The beloved husband 
of Boy) CarOne modi loved 
father of Ian autd Jane, dear 
father In-faw or Darryl and 
Go. treasured grandfather or 
David. PhHlp. Robert mid 
Emma. Funeral swice at SL 
Thomas Church. Flint 
Mountain on Friday 
December doth at 12JSO 
foBowed by at 
Chester Crematorium 
fa aeon. Faculty dowers only. 
donation! may be given fa 
bis memory to FHnl Home 
Csv FUmL AD ennlres to 
C. Tierney. Funeral 
Dfrecton. Chapels at Rest. 
Chester Road. Flint. Tel 
0362 732140. 

golden 
ANNIVERSARIES 

H35S!53TT““T""7ta 
December 29th 1944. at 
Holy Trinity. Burtao-tiporr-. 
Trent John to bia Now naar 
Harrogata. 

DEATHS 

I CLABKE - On December 2SM 
1994. peacefully. Diana, 
dearly lowed wife of Geoffrey 
and mother or Timothy. 
Alexandra. Susan and 
Jennifer. Rnaal service at 
StTbomas A BecfceL 
BWiDWt on Thursday 
January Bh 1999 ai 
2.00pm. Fantily Sowers 
only. Mease, bur donations, ft 
desired, to SL Micturfs 
Hotitiai.c/bC Waterhouse A 
Sons. Funeral Directors. 
High Street Burwash. ew 

ALLEN - On Christmas Day, 
peacefully at home with her 
family. v&Mnta Margaret, 
beloved wife or GoBn. darting 
mother of Katie. Stowari and 
Benedict, grandmother of 
KJrsty. Tessa and Harriet 
Virginia. Cremation private. 
Service of Tiumlnglvtnff at St 
Mary’s Church. Sesmrne. 
Hampshire, on Tuesday 3rd 
January al 2.30 pm. No 
Hovrera please but donations. 
If desired, to The Basingstoke 
Bawd Cancer rtcaeareh 
Protect. North Hampshire 
Hoopfe*. Baringitafee. 
Hampshire RG24 9NA. 

BALFOUR - see FthGeorge- 
Baiftnir 

CLEAVER - on December 
26Ch. Gordon Nefl Spencer 
O.F.C rMorae**) aged 84. 
Frnnl at Aldershot 
Cremaioriuni oo Friday 
Janiny 6th at noon. 
Enairirtes to AAW Goddard 
Lid Funeral Directors. Kent 
Road. Fleet Telephone 
(0252) 616431. 

CLEMOYTS - On Christmas 
Day peacefully Kathleen 
Mary aged 92. deeriy loved 
aster of SfayL Frank end the 
late Eileen Hunter om 
devoted atuxt and great mmL 

DEATHS 

CLINCH - Alan G£ (Fred) 
Died 23rd December 1994. 
at Us home In Letoton. His 
loving wife Sheda mid 
children would tin to thank 
afl the friends who vtstted 
trim dining bh Nncu. The 
Funeral Service win be held 
at Sl Margaret's Church 
Lefcrion on Wednesday 
January 4® 199S at IV aun. 
Family Flowers and 
donations made payable to 
the Soroenbam Ward 
Support Group, c/o Tony 

I Brown The Funeral Parlour. 
Ssamundham. Suffolk IP17 
ItX). 

In SrerinTtotor’a 
brave struggle against 

younger daughter of toe late 
Dr Arthur and Mra NeB 

loved hy an Che famtiy- She 
gave her body to Die 

Cadtx UWvcretty. Memorial 

TM Ream British Legion. 48 
Ml MaSL London SW1Y 
SJY or to The Don House 
Battersea. 4 Battersea Park 
Rood. London SW8 4AA. 

GOOMBE - On Decembs' 
22nd peacetaSy In hospital 
taoowtng a stroke. June 
Swtntard darttng wuie tar 42 
years of Denys, much lowed 
and taring mother of 
Boaonaiy and Nicholas and 
“garnar to Murray. Funeral 
sendee at Orayswood Parish 
Chureh on Friday December 
3001 81 IIJQbb. fallowed 
hy private trecaalion. FasnUy 
flowers only pleoM. 
Douations if dobed to 
Stroke Association CH$A 
House. wtutecroGs Street. 
London EC1Y 8jj. 

CRAWFORD - On December 
26. Peacefully at home in 
Dtatrei, Wiltshire. Mtdor 
Gen«ral George Oswald 
Qawtard Ca C8E. aged 92. 
furroerty Director of 
Ordnance Sendees, late 
Gtoucataablre Retitineat. 
husband of £hb and 
previously of Sophie CeriUa. 
much tawed fattier, 
grandfather, and gnat 
grandfather. Cremation 
Private. Thanfogtvtag 
Service at Dtatan. 
Wednesday 25th January, at 
12 noon. No flowen please, 
donations to SL Mary's 
Chureh, DUUau. 

DEATHS 

do LtEVEN - on December 
271h peacefuRy In London 
Her Serene Highness 
Princess Dina aged 91 yean, 
beloved wife of Leonid. 
Funeral Russian Orthodox 
CBthedraL London SW7 
Wntneday January 4th 
1995 at Idsti tallowed by 
Private cremation. No 
(lowers. donations SL 
Theresa's Home c/o. 
Leverwn & Sons Ltd Funeral 
□hectors. 212 Eversholt 1 
Street London NWI 1BD 

DBITOII - Matgarel Louisa 
Into Eacaton-Smith) 
peacefully bn LetsMon 
Hoepttal <m December 26th 
much fared wife of TUT and 
taring mum of Staton and 
Tom. Also, mudi loved by 
mother Rene and benders 
David and Cay and all 
members or me family. 
Funeral carrier at Whltegafa 
Chureh on Friday aooi 
December al 2pm. Family 
flowen only, donations If 
desired tor Breast Cancer 
neseorch and Treatment 10 
be sent to George Bril. 
Funeral Directors. 49 
torches Lane, Lostoch Careen. 
Norihwtch. Cheshire CW9 
7SN. Tel: 0606 42S54. 

EVANS - Edwin Arthur. I 
Peacefully on Chnomos 
night In Ms 90tii year tn the 
taring cm or toe staff of 
Cowl Lodge Nursing Heme. 
Pemdngton. Hampshire. 
Twice widowed and betarad 
fattier of Diana Jane, wise , 

Interment at Sl Nicholas’ 
CtontSu BradHatainL 
Hampshire on Friday, sotn 
Dereratw al 12,00 noon. 
FtonRy Oownra only. 
DouaDom to British Heart 
Foundation and British 
Diabetic Amodatian. c/o 
Diamond and Son Funeral 
Directors. Lymtagton. S04I 
9DN. 

EXMOUTH - On December 
28th. peacefully at 
lympstone Hook Nursing 
Hone. Marta Luttg 
Vucowitess Exmouth. 
Manmrea de ottas, widow of 
9th VBceunt ExiuouBl 
Rrautaan Mam at llaui on 
January 3rd at sl Jamed* 
Parish Chmh Chrtstow, 
tODowed by private burtaL 
fIowhu to Mttchefl Funeral 
Smricos King wmjam Street 
Easts'. 

FAHtfiAHtN - Doris Edith. , 
devoted wife of Ronald, died 
an 24th December 1994 at 
Motmi Alvenria after a abot 
fltoeasL Funeral Service at St 
James’ Church. Shoe at 
*0:30 am on Friday 30th 
December fallowed by a 
private cremation. Family 
itowers only txn donations, if 
desired to the Royal BritHi 
Legion. 

DEATHS 

RStfBl - Foaceftitiy to tier 
sleep on December 28th hi 
London. Edith Mary Fisher 
L.V.O.. BJLM. Funeral 
service at St Wtitred’s 
ChapeL 29. Ttte Street. 
London SW3 on Wedneadey 
4tb January 1996 at 2.00pm 
tallowed by cremation at 
Putney Vale Cranatortum at 
3.1 Eton. Fondly ftawesa 
only, but donations may be 
made to SL WUridtiOonvesd 
C/o A. France & Son. 46 
Lamb’s Conduit Street. 
Loudon WC1N 3NH. Td 071 
406 4901. 

FTTZGEORGE-BALFOUR. 
Victor. Peacefully at home 
on December 28to. Beloved 
ttustamd at the Me Mary, 
and adored father of Dtana 
and Robin and grandfather 
at Soutde Georg*, aiarlotte 
and victor. Funeral Private; 
No flowers. Details of 
Manorial Service to be 
announced brier. Donations 
to Action Research. Vincent 
House. North Parade. 
Horrium. HHia 2DA. 

GARMHAM - On Christmas 
Day 1994. prafaana Percy 
Cyril Ctaude Garnham CMG. 
FRS. aged 93 suddenly. 
Cherished hutoand of Briber.' 
betored fattier of Dtana. 
Isolde. Ckdy. CtmidcL Jasner 
and Carolyn, dearty tav«d by j 
his grandchildren and «rad I 
grandddldren. Funeral 
service at Trtey CMitt, 
Dyfnd. Wales at 2pm on 
Thursday December 29th, 
Flowen to Taney Church. 
Funeral mrechas; H C 
amnsteaiL 0763 69iaoa 

®*V - On December 27th 
1994 peacefully In a 
Manchester Hospital. 
KathicBi Rosemary Gray 
aged 79 years. Beloved wlfa 
Of the fate Kenneth Rotund 
Gray late or Baiwdan 
Chcrittre and a dear ststor to 
Marldile. Hie Rnm service 
win take place on Thuraday 
January 6th at St Mary’s 
Parish Church. Bowdon nr 
AUrtncham at 130pm to be 
tallowed by internm at 
Wlbnslow cemetery. Family 
Ouwen only please, but 
donations In har memory 
and tar the benefit of the 
Royal National tosttmta tar 
the Band may be sail to 
Kenmrih Dewey & Sn 
Funeral Dbeden 2 Grove 
Lane. Hale. AHHncham. 
WA16 8JE. Tel; 06X 980 
3878 or 061 903 9393. 

Beknud husband of toe talc 
Fetidly, greatly loved father 
of mete. Sally. Mary and 

grandfather. Funeral service 
at Putney Vale Crematortinn 
on Wednesday 4th January 
at SJSOtm. Fanny Dowers 
ottiy but donations. *r 
desired, to tor RAF 
Benevolent Fund. 

DEATHS 

HENDERSON - On 2Sth 
December, euddanty In SM 
tauio Brasil. Charies Jesnes. 
aged 43. beloved son of 
Ralph and the tale Miriam 
total Henderson. 

HILL - Dr. Butt. Consultant 
Anaesthetist at Royal 
Berkshire Hospital tar 36 
years, on December 20th in 
Reading, aged 86 years- 
Dearly loved father of 
George and Ken. grandfather 
of Tobias. Amelia. Kate. Me* 
and Rosy. Funeral at 
Reading crematorium, 
Henley Road, at £30 pan. on 
Tuesday January 3rd. 
Donations to Atewtnwr’s 
Disease Society rather than 
Bowers, please 

HOW1E&ON - On Decanter 
23rd peacefully in hospital. 
Kenneth, aged 89. Cremation 
at Hasting* on Tuesday 
January 10th at £30 pm. 
FaenUy flowers only. 
Donations. if desired, 
payable to RJSLLB. c/o 
JJXnlgM A Son. The Duka. 
Bcckley. Nr Rye (0797) 
260316. 

HUNT - 00 Christmas Eve tn 
Pesemield Hosrtal after a , 
long and merited lire. Dora 
Gwendoline Hum. aged 96. 
Cherished mother, guild- 
mother and great- 1 
grandmother. Al peace. 

JONES - Sarah EVaMh 
(Betty Bryn) on December 
23rd 1994. dearfy loved wife 
of tbe tale Bryn Thomas 
Jaws ms mother of Owen 
and the tote Margaret 
Funeral Putney VWe 
Crematorium Eth January 
1996 at 12.46pm. Family 
Bowen oily. to 
Cancer Research and The 
British Heart Foundation c/o 
Henry Smiths Funeral 
Directors ISO Battersea Park 
Roan swt 1 4ND. 

L£W» - At home at Newton 
Botany, on Christmas live 
St Hfiarv wmrad Taimr 
Lewis, loved husband, father 
Mid grandfather. Private 
nmeral with (amity nowen. 

c/o Messrs 
”chyfa°pv Funeral 
Dteedors. Vlciorta RoatL 
PenrUh CAlx BHR. By Ms 
wish there wo be no 
Memorial Service. 

WWWE - On 23rd December 
S*)nrty with no pain, 
woman Frederick O.B.E. 
«e«J80 van. much loved 
bumand or Pat and father 
David ana Ome. He win 

***- """sobered. 
J^uml service al Randalls 

crematortum. 
L8a0Wr™d on Tuesday 3rd 
January * 12.30 pm. 

DEATHS 

■■ACRE - On 2sth December 
1994 Roaemary Valerie fate 
C*ru»beD) aged 86 yearn at 
Hare Lodge Haflsbatn. 
Loving mother of dm* Hicks 
and grandmother of 
Andrew. Zofc Tom and 
Nictiolas. 

MALMESBURY On 
December 26th 1994. toe 
OouMess or Rdabnettiury Cote 
Campbell Preston) OBC, DL. 
JP. Peacefully at the 
Hampshire Chute. Betavea 
wife Of Fttz and mother of 
Peter. Ann. John and 
Michael Baring. Fanuty 

at Sl James' 1 
Bramtey. Hasnpehtee and aA 1 
Aidchanan Priory. Argytt, 
Decanter 30D1 1994. 
Manorial service to be 
announced brier. Family 
flowers etdy. donauone to 
Heto the Aged. 

MATTHEWS - On 28th 
, DecriMter praoefutiy to 

hospital In llatowmih. after 
a stroke. Ktometh Albert. 
Cnentatkin private An 
occasion for friends and 
Camay to meet be 
arranged In the New Yon-. 

MILLER - On Decanter 2Gth 
1994. peacefully at home. 
Mtariorie H. MUer ULRE. 
sister of the tato Nstcy. 
Ftnwral Service at Afl Katni* 
OniKh. Hotorook on 
Tumdw Januanrand 1996 
al 12.30 ten. Donations K 
dobed made payable to the 
« Jolm Andxdance Brigade 
may be seat to FfaHMsi®. 
Stogieton & Hastings. 6BO. 

Roart, taawfch. 
IP4 4PW. 

MURRAY - On December 
23rd 1994, suddenly at 
h«w. James Brendan 
(Tony) tanuerty of John 
Csan and Son. tatabmui of 
Anne, beloved Cafber of 
Raad. Jonathan and 
Stin«*. dearty loved 

andJetoha. Reqntem'btaaM 
SL Joseph's Chureh. Doridng 
« Wednesday January 4th 
M11 am tallowed by private 
Cremation, mo flowers by 
ragnest but donations far the 
Cancer ReHef MacmIBan 
Ftoid may be sent to 
Sherlock and Sous. TTetils 
House. Dorking. 

•WtafTON - Dmrtd TLA-Owun 
School Master. Suddenly, on 
Ptrisosaa Eve. aged 7a 
Dearly loved husband 
oMylvn, fattier of Pam and 
toe tide Andrew. Funeral 
*rvice SL Maiy*a Church. 
Dedham go Thmdtv 
January Btb 2.30pm- 

1 “tautres. Bowers. or 
to RNU- to 

1 Gwinnefl A Son, 24 High 
areetMamitorfrea. Essex. 
T«1 0206 391506- 

DEATHS 

PARKER - Maty Ruth of 
Featberoomte on 2401 
December. aged 84, 
suddenly after a stroke. Very 
dearly loved stats' and ain*. 
Funeral SMurdav 7th 
January tt 12.00 noon at SL 
Peter's Church. Hambledon. 
Surrey. Family flowers only. 
tod if wished, donations to 
the totes national Fund tar 
Animal Welfare. 

PARKINSON - On 2«fa 
December at WMbanoer. 
Andwriay. Oos. Wtibasn 
ta*d 94 years. Fattier of 
GmUL Funeral Service at 
CawStenham Crematariam on 
Thursday Sfa January at 
3.00 pm. Farady Bowers 
only, donations in bra may 
JfSfut.tar ABdetic 
CM) c/o Phinp Font & Son 
Funeral Directors Ltd. 
Dirieton House. Cnlim mas 
Road. Stroud. Oku 

PMTCMETT - on the 28th 
Decanter 1994 peacetatty tn 
Chenenhatn Grama 
Hospital. Annie (roan) raed 
92y*ar». A much loved 
mother of Mtehaei and 
tojotanother of Bruce and 
Jin. Funeral Wednesday an, 
Jyuaty 1996. 2nm at 
Btaay Church. Donations ! 
for the Arthritic Society are] 
Wtauhlta to Norman 
Tri’tonan & Hughes Ftmeral 
Dte**ura. NortUeach. Oca. 
Tri (0461) 860288. 

WWW* Or Griffith Pm* M n 1 

5& 5““* « l«M* oil 22b& December after a long , 
Pto”*- Ftmeral 
•dTahganenta fa to 
atmeuneed. 1 

SARQOOD Roger 
Hammond. Go December 
23m suddenly at Bexhm on 

Suaaot. Funeral 
Emtaarn Oematorlam 
Mdjy 6th 
Fondly Dowers My. 
donations to fnll Emufaiu 
Mianmery tanral Dfreebn 
0424 73041a. 

SIMPSON . on December 
1994. RobitSS 

aantyre. Writer to the 

The Royal Mae. 
EUMmtfi « 1120 anon 
Friday December Both 1994. 
Crenwton thereafter private. 

DEATHS 

TODD - On Decanter 22nd 
Peacefully in horotfri -Dr 
John Aruno- Todd FJL&. 
PtU0» aged 86 yearn, wm to 
aadiy missed by an who 
Knew Mm. Service at 
Croydon Crematorium on 
Wednesday January 4th at 2 
Ptn. Flowers may be sent to 
JJL Stakagare m to 
George Street. Craydosc 

TOWLE - On 27th Dacerater 
1994. Peter peaoeAdly wm 
Ids beloved wife Rat beside 
Mm. The Ftmeral tnvy |*m» 
at GufMfaro crematorium on 
Tuesday 3rd Jwnwy at 
g-^Oiy. Fandty Sowers. 
Douatkaw to CaBdtani 
Crotoruadto Buiyfleids 
House. Buryflekfs nmvwnni 
GU2 FAZ. 

- On Decraaier 34 
i??* Weymouth m 
DWrict HeepftaL Dona 
“gw of Doreheocer In b 
96th year. Dear sister 
Mwgaret Oambere « 
WWa Holland. 

at SL Oeorw 
Fbnttogto 

toretohr on -—m— 
*nw» am at a .30 □ 
gpowed by Qranstiun 
W wmouih. Faniay Brn 
Mlty. Enquiries to Crate 
Fanrati Servloe. 16, Pnnc 

Tel <030 

WALTON . o* 
. at On 

How Brampton Cut 
Stanley aged 9T ; 
™band of the late F 
and of Ok tat* /tees. 1 
of Oitvesr, Nancy and I 
a dear grandfather and 

Funeral m 
ar Cartlftt Onanaiortu 

Wd Januv 
Ham. 

WHIM . 
aged 74 wm raT 

The canto. 

STEVE* - Heather Frances 
ntf Todd, widow of m fate 

■osfWIJf U 

Friday 3 
Paul's U 

vooimta to Oeen & oo 
Funeral OtreOara, Eynaum 
QkfariL Tel: 0066 8808S7 
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Fanny Cradock. television 
cook, died in an East 

Sussex nursing home on 
December 27 aged 85. She 

was bom PfryfEs 
Primrose-Pechey on 
February 26.1909. 

EQUIPPED with a dynamic 
professional drive, an irasci¬ 
ble personality and Johnny, 
her dodle yet supportive hus¬ 
band and kitchen partner. 
Fanny Cradock pioneered the 
business of cooking in front of 
a camera. Her culinary tele¬ 
vision programmes, none of 
which was scripted, began in 
1953. when Britain was still 
emerging from lingering post¬ 
war austerity. 

Often wearing a ball gown 
as she prepared a gourmet 
meal, she displayed an imperi¬ 
ous personality that inspired 
confidence among those who 
had hitherto dared to cook no 
more than a boiled egg. She 
continued to dominate the 
medium for over twenty years. 

Her shows became a show¬ 
case for cookery fail of good 
advice, good fool, and good¬ 
ness knows what else. 

The programmes were a 
tour de force. There she was, 
grating a nutmeg here, agitat¬ 
ing some Quid ounces there 
and pouring out her com¬ 
ments all the while in that 
breathless, deep voice — a 
voice once described as “a 
circular saw going through a 
gin-soaked sheet” 

“The British housewife’s 
greatest handicap,” she pro¬ 
claimed huskily, “is the British 
husband — who just wants 
what mum used to make.” 
Her own British husband, the 
ubiquitous Johnny, wearing a 
monocle and as often as not a 
dinner jacket always hovered 
obediently, attentive to his 
wife's every requirement. 
"Frying pan. Johnny." she 
would command, and he 
would silently provide it. 

Together, they demystified 
the “art" of coo long. The most 
complicated and foreign- 
sounding of dishes became 

. Stuart Evans, novelist, 
poet and radio drama 
producer, died of liver 
failure on December 12 

aged 60. He was born on 
October 20.1934. 

A NOVELIST of often exact¬ 
ing complexity, Stuart Evans 

, had a high reputation among 
those who took the trouble to 
apply themselves to his oeu¬ 
vre. His most impressive 
achievement was the five- 
volume Windmill Hill se¬ 
quence (1978-87) which deals 
with the themes of Britain’s 
contemporary social, moral 
and spiritual decline, intellect 
lual shoddiness and political 
disillusion. 

Haunted as ft is by the past 
notably that of the first-centu¬ 
ry Roman empire, the 
pentalogy often strongly re¬ 
calls David Jones, in its sense 
of a modem world living on 
the scarp slope of time. Like 
Jones. Stuart Evans was a 

possible, and the uneducated 
palate of a hungry British 
public tasted new delights. 

S unday-aft em oons on BBC1 
were enlivened by her aptly 
named Adventurous Cooking 
series, while her Colourful 
Cookery series did the same 
for BBC2. 

The television recipe was 
translated briefly to the the¬ 
atre — the Arts Theatre Club 
— in the summer of 1958 as 
Something Burning, “a cook¬ 
ing comedy". 

For three long acts, on a 
stage that had been turned 
into a kitchen, Fanny and 
Johnny produced one dish 
after another, reeling off the 
ingredients as they were 
tossed into the melting pot to 
the accompaniment of com¬ 
ments which were occasional¬ 
ly whimsical, often bawdy. 

The lone of the production 
was that cooking could be 
terribly, terribly simple once 
the British gor rid of their 
dreary ways and understood 
what the French were all 
about There was the occasion¬ 
al gasp of admiration from 
the audience for Mrs 
Cradock’s genius as a platter 
was produced. 

Fanny Cradock was bom 
Phyllis Primrose-Pechey. and 
as a child spent pan of each 
winter in Nice. According to 
her own recollections, while 
her father (who was later 
declared bankrupt) was at the 
casino and her mother was 
with an admirer, Fanny used 
to take herself into the hotel 
kitchen, where the staff sat her 
on a shelf and she watched 
them cooking. 

She spent her earliest years 
with her grandmother, whose 
name. Frances, she later 
adopted. As a child she want¬ 
ed to be a professional violin¬ 
ist. “I was a bloody awful little 
girl. Father used to say to 
mother: ‘Why not send those 
two children of yours to play 
on die railway.’ ” 

In the event, she did neither. 
She recalled later that by the 
time she was 14 she was 
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engaged to three young men. 
At 16 she ran away and 
married one of them. But he 
joined the RAF. was killed 
four months later, and at 17 
she was left holding their 
baby. 

Meanwhile her grandmoth¬ 
er had died and her parents 
separated. She arrived in 
London, penniless, and got a 
job in a church-run canteen in 
return for a pittance and her 
dinner. She graduated to sell¬ 
ing vacuum cleaners from 
door to door. After she met 
Johnny, an old-Harrovian 
Army officer, on Hackney 
Marshes during a blackout in 
1939 she began writing for 
newspapers, and in 1948 
joined the Daily Express. Soon 
afterwards she began writing 
on travel and gastronomy for 
The Daily Telegraph in part- 

nership with her husband 
under the nom-de-plume “Bon 
Viveur". Using the name 
Frances Dale, she also became 
the fashion editor of the Sun¬ 
day Graphic. 

She recalled that when she 
first auditioned for television 
the director had said to hen 
“You ve won hands down, and 
I'm so glad to hear that you’re 
having your nose done." 

She regarded this as a 
tactful suggestion that her 
prominent Roman nose was 
too big, and went immediately 
to Archibald Mclndoe, the 
cosmetic surgeon, who gave 
her a new and more delicately 
fashioned one. 

In 1956, with characteristic 
assertiveness. Fanny Cradock 
took issue with Raymond 
Oliver, a French television 
chef who had dared to suggest 

STUART EVANS 
poet, too, and it was an 
eclectic, poetic Imagination 
which informed his best work 
in prose. • 

Evans also made a consider¬ 
able contribution to the educa¬ 
tion of the young in his work 
as a senior producer for 
schools broadcasting on BBC 
radio. To this he brought the 
same care and dedication as 
he lavished on his own 
writing. 

Edwin Stuart Gamer Evans 
was bom in 1934 in Ystalyfera 
in western Glamorgan. The 
son of a local schoolmaster, he 
had a bookish childhood. 

He won an an Exhibition to 
Jesus College, Oxford, in 1952 
and distinguished himself 
there, winning the Newdigate 
prize for Poetry in 1955 with 
his poem entitled “Elegy for 
the Death of a Clown”. He 
also wrote an undergraduate 
musical. The Crime of Your 
Life, which was performed at 
the Oxford Playhouse in 1955. 

He wrote many lyrics for 
revues and for a while he 
thought he might make a 
living writing musicals. He 
served'his National Service in 
the Royal Navy, taking a 
commission in the instructor 
branch. While there he met a 
WRNS officer, Kay Treacy. 

and they were married in 
1960. 

After demobilisation Evans 
became a lecturer at Brunei 

■ College of Technology for five 
years before joining the BBC 
as a schools producer. This 
gave him the financial plat¬ 
form from which, in the 
following years, he produced a 
gyeat variety of written work: 
his brilliant, scholarly novels; 
racy paperback detective sto¬ 
ries and book reviews notable 
for their fairness. 

In the meantime at the BBC 
he communicated his love of 
literature to millions of school 
children through his job as a 
producer. Books. Plays and 
Poems, his series for radio was 
an exciting mixture. Respected 
as a poet and writer himself, 
he was able to get the best of 
contemporary writers to con¬ 
tribute. He produced one of 
Tom Stoppard’s earliest plays 
and commissioned pieces 
from Peter Porter, Alan 
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that women were inferior ro 
men in the practice of the 
culinary arts. She challenged 
him to a cooking duel at the 
Cafe Royal, which was diplo¬ 
matically declared a draw. 

The Cradocks went on to 
host public cookery demon¬ 
strations around the country. 
Their culinary influence was 
so extensive chat they became 
the butt of caricature. In the 
cull 1960s radio comedy 
Round the Home Betty 
Marsden would perform as 
Fanny Haddock, and in a 
Morecambe and Wise sketch 
Ernie Wise would put on a 
frock to play her. Indeed, so 
extensive was their influence 
that in 1974 Scottish fishermert 
blamed the Cradocks for the 
collapse of the scampi market 
after Fanny showed house¬ 
wives haw to make ersatz 
scampi using cheap monkfish 
instead of prawns. 

Although she always over¬ 
shadowed her softly spoken 
husband during their public 
culinary performances, this 
was not so in their private life. 
"He is the only person who 
can handle me.” she said. 

Fanny Cradock was an ac¬ 
complished businesswoman 
with immense energy who in 
her prime continued to write 
novels as well as cookery 
books. Although she had a 
natural flair for public rela¬ 
tions her hot temper often 
attracted publicity unconnect¬ 
ed with her culinary expertise, 
and over the years she had 
sometimes spectacular rows 
with policemen, publishers 
and the Inland Revenue Com¬ 
missioners, as well as with 
members of the public who 
dared to rail her Fanny in¬ 
stead of Mrs Cradock. 1 

The Cradocks moved home 
often, living in Blackheath. the 
Channel Island, and briefly in 
the West Country before set¬ 
tling in Little Benfleet near 
Gacton, Essex, where in 1987 
they were the victims of an 
£80.000 robbery. Johnny 
Craddock died later that year. 
Fhnny is survived by two sons. 

Brownjohn and Seamus 
Heaney, all of whom became 
friends. 

As a drama producer he cast 
imaginatively; Brian Rix was 
delighted to be asked to play 
Falstaff. Eight years after he 
had produced Julius Caesar 
the BBC asked him to make a 
new one. Evans refused on the 
grounds that he had made the 
definitive version. The powers 
that be insisted; he gave in but 
cast it using as many as 
possible of the original actors, 
thus making his point nicely. 

Evans's first novel. 
Meritocrats (1974). set in the 
family of a senior civil servant, 
was hailed for its wit and 
brilliance. It was followed by 
The Gardens of the Casino 
(1976) and The Coves of Alien¬ 
ation (1977), a complex recon¬ 
struction of the life of a 
fictional writer who has re¬ 
cently met a grisly end on a 
Welsh island. 

The first volume in the 
Windmill Hill sequence was 
Centres of Ritual (1978), which 
took as its theme the crisis of 
the liberal conscience in the 
political ethos of Britain in the 
1970s. It was succeeded by 
Occupational Debris (1979), 
Temporary Hearths (1982), 
Houses oh the Site (1984) and 
Seasonal Tribal Feasts (1987). 
Evans was also writing poetry 
and in 1972 published a short 
sequence “Imaginary Gar¬ 
dens with Real Toads". This 
was followed in 1977 by his 
first collection of poems The 
Function of the Fool. 

Evans loved Europe and for 
a while had a second home in 
the old pan of Nice. Kay and 
he wrote a guide book to 
Greece, and he wrote a series 
of poems about travelling 
abroad and through life with 
her. They also wrote paper¬ 
back potboilers together under 
the name Hugh Tracy, a i 
modification of Kay's maiden 
name. 

She died last year and he is 1 
survived by his stepdaughter. 

GENERAL SIR VICTOR 
FitzGEORGE-BALFOUR 

General Sir Victor 
FitzGeorge-Batfour, 

KCRCBE, DSO.MG 
United Kingdom Military 

Representative to Nato. 
1971-73. died yesterday 

aged 81. He was bom on 
September 15,1913- 

VICTOR BALFOUR was one 
of the principal military poli¬ 
cy-makers during Britain's 

i postwar withdrawal from Em¬ 
pire. A first class commander 
who won his MC in Palestine 
in 1939 and his DSO in 1950 
command eng the 2nd Battal¬ 
ion Coldstream Guards in 
Malaya, he made his greatest 
contribution to national mili¬ 
tary affairs in four key staff 
appointments which he held 
in the 1960s. and which associ¬ 
ated him closely with the 
execution of the final with¬ 
drawal from East of Suez. 

An urbane soldier with a 
first-class, highly-objective 
brain, abundant common- 
sense and an attractive sense 
of humour, he was as much at 
home in the international 
corridors of power as he was 
with his guardsmen in the 
jungles of Malaya. 

Robert George Victor 
FitzGeorge-Balfour was a dir¬ 
ect descendant of Queen Vic¬ 
toria's cousin. Field Marshal 
the Duke of Cambridge, 
through his mother Iris 
FitzGeorge. The son of Robert 
S. Balfour, he was educated at 
Eton and King's College. 
Cambridge, before being com¬ 
missioned into the Coldstream 
Guards in 1934. He was soon 
on active service in Palestine 
during the Arab Revolt of the 
late 1930s, and won his MC in 
action against armed Arab 
gangs in 1939. 

When the Italians invaded 
Egypt in 1940 he was com¬ 
manding the fortress anti-tank 
company at Mersa Marruh. 
This was the last he was to see 
of regimental soldiering for 
the rest of the war. He went to 
the Middle East Staff College 
at Haifa early in 1941, and 
thereafter served an opera¬ 
tional staffs until 1948. 

He was Brigade Major of 
2nd Guards Brigade for three 
months before becoming 
GS02 in General Sir Oliver 
Leese's HQ 30th Corps to¬ 
wards the end of the Battle of 
El Alamein. He stayed with it 
throughout the advance to 
Tunis and through the Sicilian 
campaign, gaining unrivalled 
experience as an operational 
staff officer at corps level. 

In the autumn of 1943 he 
returned to England with HQ 
30th Coips to prepare for 
Normandy as its GS01. but 
soon after the actual invasion 
he was transferred to General 
Sir Richard O'Connor's HQ 
8th Corps to take over as its 
Brigadier General Staff. He 
remained its principal opera¬ 

tions officer for the rest of the 
North West European cam¬ 
paign. A senior visitor to 8th 
Corps remarked on the defer¬ 
ence with which this 31-year- 
old brigadier was held by 
divisional and brigade com¬ 
manders. Never ruffled, work¬ 
ing swiftly and accurately, and 
drafting instructions in his 
crystal clear English, he ran a 
happy and efficient headquar¬ 
ters throughout some of the 
severest fighting of the cam¬ 
paign. He was appointed CBE 
in 1945. 

While he was BGS 8th 
COrps, he had one particularly 
harrowing experience. As the 
leading troops were approach¬ 
ing the Belsen concentration 
camp in April 1945. two Ger¬ 
man emissaries arrived under 
flag of truce to negotiate its 
orderly hand-over and to 
warn that typhus was raging 
in it. As their propwsals re¬ 
quired modification. 
FitzGeorge-Balfour returned 
with them to the oppwsing 
German Army Group head¬ 
quarters to negotiate the nec¬ 

essary changes and to find out 
the extent of the problem 8th 
Corps was about to inherit. He 
was taken blindfold through 
the German lines and when 
his blindfold was removed 
became the first British officer 
to see the horrors of Belsen. 

The end of the war brought 
anti-climax and loss of rank. 
He spent over a year as a 
colonel with the British Mili¬ 
tary Mission to the French 
Army, and a further 18 months 
as a lieutenant-colonel in the 
staff duties directorate of the 
War Office. His regiment then 
decreed that he had been away 
from them too long for him to 
command a Coldstream bat¬ 
talion without first reverting 
to major and carrying out the 
duties of second-in-command. 
He went out to Malaya with 
the 2nd Battalion in April 1948 
and nine months later was 
commanding it in the jungles 
around the Cameron High¬ 
lands. 

In Malaya he was an out¬ 
standing success and won the 
DSO. He established a happy 

rapport with his guardsmen 
despite his long absence from 
regimental duty, and carried 
out some of the most effective 
of the jungle sweeps, which 
were in tactical .vogue at that 
time. Nevertheless, he began 
to doubt whether Cold War 
soldiering with its long peri¬ 
ods of family separation and 
turbulence was for him. He 
resigned his commission at 
the end of his command. But 
the Army was so stretched 
with the Korean War starting, 
the British Army of the Rhine 
being strengthened and the 
Malayan emergency contin¬ 
uing. that all voluntary retire¬ 
ment was stopped and he had 
to soldier on. 

Two years back in the War 
Office and a spell as assistant 
instructor at the Imperial De^ 
fence College brought him 
back into the Army’s policy- 
making stream as Military 
Assistant to the Head of the 
British Joint Staff Mission in 
Washington in 1952, and two 
years later as British Liaison 
Officer to the US Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. After a year's sabbati¬ 
cal at the Imperial Defence 
College in 1956. he was, at long 
last, a brigadier again: Chief 
of Staff to the Governor of 
Cyprus. Field Marshal Sir 
John Harding and later Sir 
Hugh Foot, during the latter 
phases of the abortive EOKA 
campaign for the islands 
union with Greece. 

His command of 1st Guards 
Brigade in BAOR from 1958 to 
1960 was flattering but almost 
irrelevant to the subsequent 
apogee of his career. In five 
successive appointments — 
Deputy Director of Staff Du¬ 
ties, 1960-63: Chief of Staff 
Southern Command, 1962-64; 
Director of Military Opera¬ 
tions, 1964-67; Senior Army 
Instructor at the Imperial 
Defence College. 1967: and 
Vice-Chief of General Staff, 
1968-71 — he was responsible 
for implementing some of of 
the main policy decisions in 
the ten-year final disengage¬ 
ment from East of Suez, and 
the reorientation of the Army 
towards a more European 
role. It was, therefore, appro¬ 
priate that his last appoint¬ 
ment should be United 
Kingdom National Military 
Representative on the Nato 
Council. 

After he retired in 1973. he 
turned to working for national 
charities and became chair¬ 
man of the National Fund for 
Research into Crippling Dis¬ 
eases, to which he devoted the 
rest of his life. He was ap¬ 
pointed Deputy lieutenant of 
West Sussex in' 1977. 

He married Mary (Diana), 
elder daughter of Rear Admi¬ 
ral Arthur Christian, in 1943. 
She died earlier this year and 
he is survived by a son and a 
daughter. 

SIR SIDNEY EBURNE 
Sir Sidney Eburne, MC 
former chairman of the 
Crown Agents, died on 

December 19 aged 76. He 
was bora on November 

26,1918. 

SIDNEY EBURNE was a 
leading member of the team 
drafted into the Crown Agents 
in the mid-1970s to help dear 
up a £224 million financial 
mess. He was already an 
experienced merchant banker 
with a successful career at 
Morgan Grenfell behind him 
when he was recruited as 
director of finance in 1975 to 
work under Sir John Cuckney 
—who had been brought in as 
chairman in the previous 
October. 

Eburne had won the Mili¬ 
tary Cross on D-Day and was 
a stolid, dependable specialist 
on investments with a reput¬ 
ation for not flinching under 
fire. He was in banking terms, 
however, a late starter — 
having joined a government 
training scheme after the war. 

He had been bom Sidney 
Alfred William Eburne in 
Highgate.' north London, 

where his father worked in a 
stockbroking firm. Young Sid¬ 
ney went to Downhills School 
and soon after leaving joined 
the Territorial Army. 

Enlisted with the colours on 
the outbreak of the Second 
World War, he was among 
those evacuated at Dunkirk. 
He was a captain by the time 
he recrossed the Channel in 
June 1944 and was subse¬ 
quently decorated for his 
gallantry. 

Eburne. who fought his way 
into Germany as the Allies 
advanced, was demobilised in 
1946 and joined Morgan 
Grenfell, By 1968 he was on 
the board and in 1975 moved 
over to the Crown Agents. 

The Crown Agents, who 
come under the Overseas Dev¬ 
elopment Administration pro¬ 
viding financial, technical and 
procurement services for de¬ 
veloping countries, had in¬ 
curred heavy losses, partly as 
a result of the crisis in second¬ 
ary banking at that time and 
partly through a series of 
unwise speculations. Eburne 
quickly became Cockney's 
right-hand man in pushing 

through a reorganisation pro¬ 
gramme. He was appointed 
managing director in Novem¬ 
ber 1976, eventually succeed¬ 
ing Cuckney as chairman and 
senior crown agent in 1978. 

Eburne was pleasantly sur¬ 
prised by the knighthood 
which followed his retirement 
in 1983. He thought he had 
quarrelled with too many 
bureaucrats, especially those 
in the Treasury, for his own 
good. In the same year that he 
left the Crown Agents he 
became a director of the 
Peachey Property Corpora¬ 
tion, remaining on the board 
for five years. In 1984 he was 
also made a governor of the 
Peabody Trust. 

Eburne. who died of a brain 
tumour, invested in his own 
farm in East Sussex, but let 
out most of the land to local 
sheep farmers, remaining 
himself a dilettant-ish agricul¬ 
turalist He listed his own 
recreations as golf and travel. 

He is survived by his wife 
Freda, whom he married in 
1942 after knowing her since 
school, and by a son and 
daughter. 

DREADFUL ACCIDENT ON 
THE TAY BRIDGE. 

LOSS OF A PASSENGER TRAIN. 
DUNDEE. SUNDAY, MIDNIGHT. 

To-night a heavy gale swept over Dundee, 
and a portion of the Tay-bridge was blown 
down while the train from Edinburgh due ai 
7.15 was passing. It Is believed that the train is 
in tbewater.bat the gale is still so strong that 
a steamboat has not yet been able to reach the 
bridge. The train was duly signalled from the 
Fife side as having entered on the bridge far 
Dundee at 7.14. It was seen running along the 
raOs. and then suddenly there was observed a 
flash of lire. The opinion was that the train left 
die rails and went over the bridge. Those who 
saw the incident repaired immediately to the 
Tay-bridge Station at Dundee and informed 
the station-master of what they had seen. He 
immediately put himself in communication 
with the man in diarge of the signal-box at the 
north end of the bridge. The telegraph wires 
are stretched across the bridge, but when the 
instrument was tried it was soon seen that the 
wires were broken. 

Mr. Smith, the station-master, and Mr. 
Roberts, locomotive superintendent, deter¬ 
mined. notwithstanding the fierce gale, to 
walk across the bridge as far as possible from 

ON THIS DAY 

December 29 1879 

Ninefy people tost their lives in this disaster. 
The bridge, opened in 1878. was designed by 
Sir Thomas Bouch. The second Tay Bridge — 
the longest railway bridge in Britain was 

opened in 1887. 

the north side, with the view of ascertaining 
the extent of the disaster. They were able to get 
out a considerable distance, and the first thing 
that caught their eye was the water spurting 
from a pipe which was laid across the bridge 
far the supply of Newport, a village on the 
south side, from the Dundee reservoirs. 
Going out a little further, they could distinctly 
see for the aid of the strong moonlight that 
there was a large gap in die bridge caused by 
the fall, so far as they could discam, of two or 
three of the largest spars. They thought, 
however, that they observed a red light on the 

south pan of the bridge, and were of opinion 
that die train had been brought to a standstill 
an the driver noticing the accident. This 
conjecture has. unfortunately, proved in¬ 
correct At Broughtyferry, four miles from the 
bridge, several mail bags have come ashore, 
and there is now no doubt that the train is in 
tbe river. No precise information as to the 
number of passengers in the train can be 
obtained, but it is variously estimated at from 
150 to 200. 

The Provost and a number of leading 
citizens of Dundee started at half-past 10 
o'clock In a steam-boat for the bridge, the gale 
having moderated; but they have not yet 
returned,.. 

EDINBURGH, MONDAY. 4 AJH. 

consisted of several trf the 
incumbent girders at the central and navi¬ 
gable portion of the river, which is on an 
average from 40ft. to 45fL deep. The train 
would fall a distance of 88ft. before reaching 
the water. Some time elapsed before the 
nature of the accident was ascertained. 
Roberts, an official, walked along the bridge a 
certain distance, and then erawkd till he came 
to the great chasm, when he saw that the 13 
girders had gone, and that nothing was left 
but the iron supporting piers... 
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British Gas cuts safety check bill 
■ British Gas was plunged into fresh controversy after it 

emerged that it is to cut the amount it spends annually on 

checking for gas-leaks from £9 million to El million. ■ 
The move provoked a storm of protest from the Gas 

Consumers Council, trade unions and Labour,, whose 

spokesman Nigel Griffiths claimed the company was putting 

profits before public safety .... .Page 1 

Floods sweep across the West 
I Flood alert?, went out' as rivers in rain-lashed areas of 

England and Wales rose to dangerous levels. More flooding 

was predicted as torrential rain and strong winds were due. In 

the West Midlands, the National River Authority issued more 

than 25 flood warnings. Amber alerts were issued for the 

Severn at Shrewsbury and Welshpool..Page 1 

Grozny onslaught 
Russian forces made a sustained 
day-long attack against Grozny, 
pounding Chechen positions on 
several front lines and advancing 
to within five miles of the 
centre.Pages 1,12 

Franny Cradock dies 
Cookery-as-entertainment has 
lost one of its earliest and greatest 
stars with the death in an East 
Sussex nursing home of Fanny 
Cradock. aged 85 -—Page I 

University demand 
Fears that student .poverty and 
poor job prospects bad ended the 
ten-year boom in demand for 
higher- education have been con¬ 
founded by another rise in univ¬ 
ersity applications_Page 2 

Murder hunt 
A doctor found murdered at her 
home on Boxing Day was once 
the victim of .an obsessive man 
who tried' to defraud her of 
£10.000  -Page $ 

London in focus 
London is attempting 'to become 
one of the world's leading film 
centres with the founding of a 
London Film Commission to en¬ 
tice work in the city-Page 4 

Old remedy 
An American study shows that 
older women who work out twice 
a week with dumbbells and train¬ 
ing machines’ reduce the risk of 
the bone-thinning condition 
osteoporosis.:.Page 5 

Anti-cancer hope 
British scientists have discovered 
an anti-cancer chemical in a mar¬ 
ine fungus on the coast of 
Malaysia_Page 6 

Angry exile 
In his final report on Britons in 
Spain, BQI Frost meets the man 
who is proud to be a misan¬ 
thrope: “They call me the neigh¬ 
bour from hell and they are dead 
bloody right"_PageS 

Land mine danger 
More than 800 people are killed 
and thousands more injured each 
month by landmines, according 
to a report by the International 
Red Cross. Most are civilians 
kfiied or mutilated as they work 
their fields  .Page 9 

French fears 
France's Algerian community has 
been left isolated, depressed and 
fearful after last Saturday's hi¬ 
jacking of a French Airbus and 
the murder an Tuesday of four 
priests---Page 10 

Go East young man 
Young British business pioneers 
seeking adventure and a career 
boost are moving to the capitals of 
Eastern Europe.Page II 

Rwanda’s future 
Pessimistic aid workers say that 
Rwanda can never recover and 
again be a viable country. Opti¬ 
mists say it can be rescued, over 
perhaps a decade. But the killings 
continue-Page 13 

World pay triumph for Whitehall 
■ Senior British Civil Servants are paid more than almost all 
their counterparts around .the world, according to figures 
submitted to ministers. Only top officials in Japan beat 
Whitehall’s high-flying mandarins in the international pay 

league, figures compiled by the Paris-based Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, show.Page 1 

Pentos: The company which owns 
Dillon’s bookshops, called admin¬ 
istrative receivers into its Athena 
subsidiary to end the cash drain 
from 131 poster shops-Page 21 

Mercury: One-2-One may drop 
freecall campaigns after large 
numbers of customers complained 
they could not get through on 
Christmas Day._Page 21 

Economy: Treasury assurance of 
subdued inflationary pressure re¬ 
inforced the City view that Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, and Eddie 
George. Governor of the Bank of 
England, see no immediate need 
for higher interest rates— Page 21 

Markets: The FT-S E100 rose 124 to 
3095.8. Sterling fell to 795 after 
falling from $15465 to $15440 and 
DM24404 to DM24298 -Page 24 

Cricket England went into the fi¬ 
nal day ofthe second Test match in 
Melbourne facing defeat by Aus¬ 
tralia. Set 388 to win they lost four 
wickets for 79-Page 40 

Football: Ipswich Town, bottom 
dub in the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship, appointed George Burley 
manager in succession to John 
lyall ..Page 40 

Rugby union: A squad of 33 Eng¬ 
land players leave for training in 
the warmth of Lanzarote well 
aware of the challenges to be faced 
in the next six months-Page 35 

Yachting: Rescue services mounted 
a search for Isabelle Autissier. a 
competitor in the BOC Challenge 
round-the-world race, after emer¬ 
gency signals were picked up from 
her boat-Page 40 
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Mind games: Louis Malle’s latest 
fibn, Vanya on. 42nd. Street. is a 
real treat for dnemagoers tired 
of Macaulay Culkin and Santa 
Attenborough and that Sylvester 
Stallone blowing people up. for 
Christmas_Page 30 

Radio review: Christmas radio, es¬ 
pecially from the BBC, has this 
year been a comfort and a jay. All 
the more so when set against the 
film festival that Christmas tele- /, 
vision has become_Page 30 

The day I met: David Robinson will:' 
never forget the day he met Bea-. 
trice Lillie. In the Twenties and. 
Thirties she was tailed as “the fun¬ 
niest woman in the world" and, as 
he discovered in the Sixties, she 
could still lay claim to the title even 
in her dotage-Page 31 

IN THE TIMES 

■ SURVIVAL 
Paul Barney, survivor 
of the Estonia 
ferry disaster, 
tells his story 

■ SPORT *95 
Four-page colour 
guide to the 
major sporting 
fixtures of 1995 

TV ingredients: “Fanny kn ew 
about cooking and Johnny knew 
about booze.” John Diamond on 
why we watched the Cradocks and 
other cooks..... Page 14 

Immediate action: Time is crucial 
for treatment if meningitis is sus¬ 
pected in a child, says Dr Thomas 
Stuttafbrd.....Page 15 

Giving up: As half a million people 
in the UK vow to stop smoking for 
the New Year, Dr Trisha 
‘Greenhalgh looks at the most suc¬ 
cessful methods.Page 15 

Greater scdpev-Tbe twin-globe 
Zeiss projector at the London Plan¬ 
etarium is to be replaced by new 
technology_Page 29 

Book now: Be quick to get the best 
early-booking holiday bargains. 
says Harvey Elliott-Page 29 

Blooming success: The pleasures 
of gardening, but without the pain, 
are providing holidays with grow¬ 
ing appeal...Page 29 

■{v.y. * ^ 

Fiction potpourri: Ian McIntyre on 
the collected works of the gentle 
G.K Chesterton...Page 32 

Gifted amateurs: Two extraordi¬ 
nary works on Scotland, reviewed 
by Magnus Linklater-Page 32 

Fantastical worlds: What can fairy 
tales mean to adults who left drag¬ 
ons and witches years ago? A.S. 
Byatfs “adult" stories.Page 33 

Preview: Photographs of .1994. 
from Elizabeth Hurley to slaughter, 
in Rwanda, in Decisive Moments 
(BBd 8pm). Review: Matthew 
Bond finds Jonathan Rossis en¬ 
counter with' Hugh Hefner less 

than confrontational-Page 39 

Algerie Frangaise 
It is not impossible to sympathise 
with M Balladur; but his priorities, 
and those of M Pasqua. do mean 
thatlittte tighris likefctQ be shone 
on Algeria from Parish-.:. Page-17 

The real miracle drug 
Luck, instinct, and die prepared. 
mind are needed to make sense of 
confusion: and sometimes even the 
greatest discoveries lie around 
waitmg for somebody with the wit 
to pick them up-Page 17 

London fields of vis&pn 

London should be the cinematic 
capital of the next century. Page 17 

WILLIAM REES-MOGG 
1995: Ammus mirabilis. It is the 
economic miracle in Britain which 
has made London the focal point of 
world comment...—.—Page 16 

JOHN GRIGG 
The honours system does not dis¬ 
cover exceptional merit and bring it 
to the public notice, but adds lustre 
to those who already have plenty of 
acclaim..Page 16 

Fanny Cradock, TV cook; General 
Sir Victor FltzGeorge-Balfoar. 
Military Representative to Nalo; 
Stuart Evans, novelist.Page 19 

Controversy over the dating of 
Matthew’s Gospel.Page 17 

President Yeltsin was justified in 
using force against Chedienia but 
as a political exercise and military 
operation the attack has been inept 
That is now a problem for him and 
for Washington 

— The New York Times 

China has moved with stunning 
speed to make itself a major force in 
the world's economy. But it has 
never accepted the idea that the 
rules applying to other countries 
should also apply to itself. That’s 
the between China and the United 
States — Washington Post 

THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 19,738 

ACROSS 
1 Bone from bird held by father (5) 
4 Utter spaa Df a private cabin! (9) 
9 One who appears behind? (9)-■ 

10 Impish piece of self-indulgence (5) 
11 Round of applause with reserva¬ 

tion (5) 
12 Does one lack on a strand?-(4-5) 
13 Go back to school and take 

shower after soak (7) .. 
15 Guy blends fruit for pickling (7) 

18 See and post letters for Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning, say (7) 

20 Call to meet people? (5-2) 
21 In high spines, stand up before a 

band (4^ 1-4) 

23 First signs of it looking irregular? 
Arty cramp m.the lower body? (5) 

25 State in which 1 had retired with 
nothing (5) 

26 Make a hash of Delhi man’s 
ingredients 19) 

Solution to Puzzle No 19,737 

ranHuranm rarcrararsmiEi 
HKMfiniHCilH 
IIHHES El 53 ESS IE II HR 
n. h n ra h n 0 h 
RrofflflnniiHiii rarannn 
m n ra ra n 
rarartnra rararawraranrara 

rare ra n ra ra 
rsiciraEE'iKrarara ranraraK 
in ra n n m 
raranrara ramrannraranra 
rapiramrararara 
rannranramnra nranran 
rcnrraranmrara 
HRrarararcn rararcirasiKfii 

27 American tree with flatter top (6- 

3) 
28 A deficiency? Oh. dear! (5) 

DOWN 
1 Pictures covering journey, to be 

projected separately (4-5) 

2 Sort of square repast outside for 
copper, say (5) 

‘ 3 Thar off below right-hand page in 
clergyman's office (9) 

4 Two-point mains adaptor needed 
■ for Japanese guitar (7) 

5 An associate member of RADA 
for example (7) 

6 Hand light for each one (5) 

7 Look up works relating to nasal 
function (9) 

8 A certain person in Montana was 
a painter (5) 

14 Ditch insect biting (9) 
16 Does she await die first issue of 

Luna. April edition? 19) 

17 Dermatologist'S test made with¬ 
out warning (4,5) 

19 Impresario calling for silence 

putting on foreign woman. (7) 

20 Sort prepared to be a compositor 

■ (4-3) 

21 Go up to Conservative member (5) 

22 Got up like an English circum¬ 
navigator (5) 

24 Popular aid programme for the 
republic (5) 

Times Two Crossword, page 40 

.- - .718 
-719 
- . 720 
.... 721 
.722 
. . 723 
.- - 724 
- .725 
.726 
.727 

For the latest region by region forecast. 24 
hours a day. cfcd 0891 500 followed by the 
appropriate code: 

GreaterLondon.-.....701 
KertSuney.SuS90c.702 
DorseCHants & IOW. .703 
Devon & Ccmwal-- 704 
Wite.GloucsAvon.Soms.705 
Beite.BuckG.Oxar....-__706 
Beds,Herts&Essei< ..    707 
Noribfc.SuHok.Camt* .706 
West Mid & Stfi Sam & Gwert.709 
Shrops.Herefd9 & Worcs..710 
Central Mdlands.—..711 
East fcfcflands . ..  712 
Lines &Hamberakte.713 
Dyfad&Pwws-.714 
G&wnedd & Clwyd.  715 
NWEngland . 716 
W 8 S Yorks & Dales..... 717 
NE England...   ..718 
Cumbro & Lake District. 719 
SW Scotland.      720 
W Central Scotland.  ...721 
EtfinSBte/LotWane. Berbers .722 
E Central Scotland... . 723 
Gramotan & E Highlands ... .. 724 
NW Scotland. ....725 
Caithness.Orkney & Shetland.   726 
N Ireland .    727 

Weathercail is charged at 39p per minute 
(cheap rate) and 49p per mnse at aa other 
times 

{ ,: ? A£RQApWAT£H /Kf< 

For the latest AA traffic/roadworks 
information. 24 hours a day. (Sal 0336 401 
followed by the appropriate code: 

London & SE traffic. roadworKs 
Area vrrthjn M2S.    731 
Esse*/Herta/BedsfBuck&®e»ks/Cbcrn_732 
Kent/Suney/Sussex/Hants - ...734 
M25 London Ortxtai only._.   736 
National traffic and roadworks 
National motorways. . 737 
West Country.. ..   738 
Waleg __  ..739 
MMands..  740 
East Anglia..    741 
North-west England . 742 
North-east Errand...  743 
Scodand....   744 
Northern Ireland . ?4S 

AA Roadwatch is charged at 39p per mnute 
(cheap rate) and 48p par mnute at all other 
tines. 

. HK3HEST& LOWEST 

Tuesday: Highest day lamp: Heathrow Airport 
14C (57F): lowest day max: Loch Gtascamoch, 
Holland, -1C (30F); highest ranfefl: Nottingham 
157m: highest sunshine: Aberdeen 2 9hr 

□ General: England and Wales will 
have a showery day. The showers will 
be heavy and blustery, more frequent 
in western areas and along the 
Channel coast, with a risk of hail and 
thunder. Eastern parts will see fewer 
showers and the best of the sunshine. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland will 
also have a showery day. The 
showers will be heavy with hail and a 
risk of thunder, and over higher 
ground will fall as sleet or snow. 
Sheltered eastern parts of both 
Scotland and Northern Ireland will 
have the best of the sunny spells 
between showers. 

□ London, E Angfia, Midlands, E, 
Central N, NE England: Sunny 
spells with scattered showers. Wind 
fresh to strong southwesterly. Max 
IOC (50F). 
□ SE, Central S, SW, NW England, 
Channel Isles, Wales, Lake Dis¬ 
trict, Isle of Man: Sunny periods and 

squally, heavy showers. Risk of hail 
and thunder. Wind strong to gale 
force southwesterly. Max 9C (48FJ- 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen: Sunny spells with an 
occasional shower, wintry over the 
hills. Wind fresh to strong south¬ 
westerly. Max 8C (46F). 

□ SW, NE, NW Scotland, Glas¬ 
gow, Central Highlands, Moray 
Firth, Argyll, Orkney, Shetland, N 
Ireland: Sunny intervals and frequent 
showers, heavy and squally with hail 
and thunder and falling as snow over 
the higher ground. Wind south¬ 
westerly strong to gale force. Max 7C 
(45F). 

□ Outlook for Friday and New 
Year’s Eve: Turning colder with 
showers, wintry at times. Most of the 
showers in the north and west, with 
the best of the sunshine in southern 
and eastern parts. Overnight frost. 

AROUND BRITAIN 

24hr3to5(»itb= bright: c-doutf; d=drtzzJa; ds^dust storm; du=duf; l-4eir, fg-tog; g-gate: h=h* 
r^ratn; sh-sbow; st=ateot: sn»snow. a=roun; t^orinctef 

Sun Ban Max Sun Ram Mac 

Aberdeen 
Anglesey 
Aspatria 
Avremore 
Bates 
Btontngham 
BognarR 
Boumamlh 
Bristol 
Burton 
CanST 
Clacton 

Cotoryn Bey 
Cromer 
Doncaster 
Durbar 
Eastbourne 
Eanbugti 
Esftdalertuir 
Exmouth 
Falmouth 
Fishguard 
Fbfleastone 
Otoagow 
Guernsey 
Hatting* 
Haying L 
Heme Bay 
How 
Hunstanton 
■Aaeombe 
He a* Man 
Jersey 
IfTnlnnn 
NTIOSS 
Leeds 
Lenrick 

Ajaccio 
Akrotri 
Atet'drta 
A0S3 
AnsTdrn 
Athens 
Bahrain 
Bangkok 
Barbaric* 
Barcelona 
Beta* 

tors in C 
2,9 0X12 4 

062 9 
05 . 4 
1.0 0.01 -1 

- 0.19 6 
0 S3 12 

- 043 13 
- 029 >3 
< 138 13 
- 1 46 2 
- 0® 11 
- 042 10 

X 
- 096 7 
- 025 6 
- 039 4 

X 
- 099 13 

2.3 013 3 
15 012 2 
01 ota 13 

X X 13 
- 076 11 

* 
- 006 1 
- 0.57 13 
- 063 12 
- 034 13 
- 040 13 
w 020 11 
. 046 7 
X 
. 017 7 
. 0.52 13 

■ 2 
- 0.43 4 

Bermuda 
BlanfC 
Bento* 
Brussels 
Budapst 
B Aires 
Cairo 
CaoeTn 

SS®9" Co»fU 
Dubfn 
Dubrovnik 
Faro 
Bonnet 
Fran Wort 
Funchal 
Geneva 
Gibraltar 
Hststakl 
Hong K 
tane&ck 
Istanbul 
Jodttoh 
Jo’burg 

Max Sun Ran Max 
F tvs n c F 
39 s Leucharo 1.6 0.19 2 36 b 
48 c Untehmpm 051 13 55 
3S b Liverpool 039 5 41 
30 b London X 14 57 
43 r Lowestoft X 
64 1 Manchester 0 49 
55 r Margate 024 13 55 
55 Bh Mtoehesd X. 
55 r 019 6 43 
36 r Newcastle 1.0 006 4 39 b 
52 
50 

r 
r wnwen 

052 
033 

12 
12 

54 
54 

r 

45 r 
Nottingham 
Chrtord 

I.S7 
0.39 

4 
>2 

39 
54 

r 

43 1 Penzance 081 13 55 gs 
39 r Plymouth 0.70 1? 54 

Poote 036 13 
55 r Prestatyn X 061 12 
37 b Rosa-o-wye X 
36 b Satcombe X 
55 r Ssndcwn 0.6l 13 
55 r SauntnSnd 0.63 12 54 
52 r Scffly bias 0.41 IS 54 

34 
Sharttin 031 12 

hj Shrawraiwy 0® 6 43 d 
55 r Skegness are 6 43 
54 1 Southend 045 1 
55 r Sou&port 041 5 
55 r Southsea 037 13 
52 d Stornoway 13 0.48 3 37 
45 r Swansge 0.48 13 55 

45 r 
Tetanmouffi 
Tanby 

034 
1 04 

13 
12 

55 
64 

T 

55 r Tlree 01 005 6 
36 b Torquay 087 13 
39 r Tynemouth 25 are 4 39 37 sn Ventnor 

- Hewnnufli_ 
0.82 
O* 

12 54 r 

^ABROAD 
a 

MetbYne 
Mexico C 
Miart 
Mian 
Montreal 
Moscow 
Munich 
Nairobi 

Ch'chuth 
Cologne 

L Palmas 22 72 ( 
LsTquet 13 55 » 
Lisbon 13 55 c 
Locarno 5 41 f 
LAngab 16 61 e 
Luxambg 11 52 r 
Luxor 21 70 3 

Temperatures al mWdsv 

Rio dc J 
I Riyadh 

bcalbme < - 

2 36s 
15 58 s 
15 59 s 
35 95 5 
19 66 s 
21 70s 
6 43 I 

•2 28 s 
1 34 sn 
9 48 r 

2S 77 s 
14 57 I 
22 72S 
9 48 s 

13 55 s 
-2 28 a 
13 55 c 
2 36 a 

25 77 s 
10 SOr 
-3 27 t 
14 57 l 
27 81 t 
19 66 s 

Sfkholm 
Strasb'ig 
Sydney 
Tangier 
Tel Aviv 
Tenerife 
Tokyo 
Tortno 
Tunis 
Valencia 
Vanc'vw 
Venice 
Vienne 
Warsaw 
Waahlon 
Wel'ngton 
Zurich 

sr7:||!| 
A-• ■• “ cCb Cloudy 

i/.- -- v Drizzle r- 4 4 
^bOvercast 

SWTj 
v. • 444 

■ •••• 

Sunny 
4 4 showers 

Lightning 

T":5fcfe 13 JSSKT" 
JnJ&Lt . uahS-nsWind speed 

C^0es to chart below from noon: low E will fill slightly and move east, and lowZ 
will lose its identity. High H will maintain its central pressure and drift slowly north 

m 

TODAY 
London Mge 
Aberdeen 
Awonmoum 
Beteet 
CartSfl 
Devonporl 
Dover 
Falmouth 
Glasgow 
Harwich 
Hoarhead 

Bramnibe 

as'sLvnn 

PM HT TODAY 
tt4 11.0B 66 Liverpool 
40 1042 4.1 LowjS* 

"! Ire3 'll 
10.52 3£Z 10 94 

48 2.42 a a 

6.0 823 60 i**®1 
46 2.12 47 Pflhanoe 
4.4 10.00 4.5 Poland 
3-6 6.56 3.6 Portsmouth 
5.1 7.37 52 Shorahan 

ip3 6-87 Southampton 
J* 827 Swansea 

5 8 326 5B Tees 

50 11J0 5* WTtorHMvNa 
Crown copyrighi reserred. All odq titles are l 

Warm front 

Cold torn 

■ Occluded bora 

HT PM _ HT’ 
8-4 8.18 “&8‘ 
2.4 8.49 23 
42 920 43 
S3 320 62 
6.1 212 82 
3.4 111 3j6 
4.8 151 AS' 
17 S32" .1.7 
4.5 833 43 
5.6 833 :58 
43 738 , 4.1 
82 -319 - 85. 
4.7 12.45 48 
3.8 850 ---16 - 

Sunriee* 
8.06 am 

SunseJs; 
359 pm 

Moon Ms Moon rises 
1^1 pm 424 am 

New Moon Januay 1 

359 pm to 8.06 am 
4.00 pm to 8.16 am 

“^giWtailoa^am 
™«^*3S7pmtoa25an . 

4 27 pm to 821 an ' 
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TRAVEL NEWS 29 

Winning on cost 
by wintering 
in the sunshine 

ARTS 30, 31 

Russia, America 
and France make a 
little screen magic 

BOOKS 32, 33 

G.K. Chesterton 
a case for 
beatification? 

WHEN THE 
PRESS WAS 

MISGUIDED 
Page 28 
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ADRIAN BROOKS 

Cards stacked 
against Athena 
as Pentos calls 
in the receiver 

BUSINESS 
TODAY 

/ STOCKBARRET 
>-/ tN races 

FT-SE 100-.... 30953 (+12.4) 
Yield -. 4.16% 
FT-SE A AH share 153234 (+637) 
Nikkei.. 19665.53 (-45.83) 
New York: 
Dow Jones_ 384134 (-19.85)* 
S&P Composite 460.48 (-1.99|* 

By Sarah Bagnall 

Meeting of minds: Eddie George, left and Kenneth Clarke are believed to have agreed that an immediate rise in rates is not necessary 

Mercury 
rethink 

after free 
call fiasco 

By Eric Reculy 

MERCURY One-2-One 
may drop bee-call cam¬ 
paigns after many cus¬ 
tomers complained they 
could not get through on. 
Christmas Day. 

“I think we have dearly 
learnt a lot of lessons from 
this promotion, and it may 
lead ns to do things differ¬ 
ently in the future." said 
Alan Thompson, a 
spokesman. 

Anyone who bought a 
One-2-One phone between 
November 8 and Decem¬ 
ber 24 was eligible to make 
an unlimited number of 
bee calls, anywhere in the 
world. One-2-One has de¬ 
nied that thousands of 
customers were unable to 
make calls because of net¬ 
work congestion. 

Mr Thompson said that 
far fewer than a thousand 
people have complained 
and they are eligible for 
rebates of up to £40 each, 
reflecting Mercury’s calcu¬ 
lation dot the average 
value of calls made by new 
subscribers on Christmas 
Day. the busiest day of foe 
year, was £41 per 
customer. 

The company, jointly 
owned by Mercury Com¬ 
munications and US West, 
said: ‘TSome people who 
are complaining actually 
made a lot of international 
calls. Clearly we won’t be 
making rebates to them." 
•, Customers who were un- 
able to make any interna¬ 
tional calls will receive 
rebates. The question is 
whether. customers • de¬ 
serve compensation if they 
were able to make. say. 
only five calls out of the 10 
they attempted. 

The-promotion, exclud¬ 
ing the rebate, cost One-2- 
One about £5 million. 

Martin Mabbutt, an an¬ 
alyst at James CapeL s&id 
the size of foe rebate .is not 
significant for One-2-Ooe. 
and foe bad publicity 
generated, by foe com¬ 
plaining customers "is foe 
realhiT.. • • ; " ~ • 

Tempus,page 24 

Wage fears mar 

By Colin Narbrough and Philip Bassett 

TREASURY assurances yes¬ 
terday of subdued inflation 
reinforced the prevailing 
City view that Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, and 
Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, see no 
immediate need for higher 
interest rates. 

The two held what appears 
to have been an uneventful 
monthly monetary policy 
meeting yesterday, but busi¬ 
ness leaders said that the 
effects of rising pay settle¬ 
ments on Britain's competi¬ 
tiveness were being “masked” 
only by continuing growth in 
productivity. 

The CBI coupled its warn¬ 
ing with a renewed call for pay 
restraint to match the real 
gains being made on pay by 
countries such as Germany. 
The CBI, in its latest Pay 
Databank figures, says the 
latest pay deals are continuing 
to show an upward trend. 

Details of yesterday’s meet¬ 
ing between Mr Clarke and 
Mr George will not be made 
public until February, but foe 

financial markets appeared 
confident that foe two wanted 
more pointers as to how the 
economy reacted to the half¬ 
point rise in base rales on 
December 7 before deciding 
whether to tighten again. 

The CBI figures are the 
latest independent evidence of 
higher wage deals, in the face 
of ministers’ insistence that 
the Government has no evi¬ 
dence yet of rising settlements, 
and that the increase in earn¬ 
ings recorded in official statis¬ 
tics reflects higher bonus and 
other payments. 

Looking at the three months 
to November 30, foe CBI said 
that pay awards in manufac¬ 
turing provisionally averaged 
3.4 per cent — against 23 per 
cent in the same period a year 
ago. Service sector rises are 
increasing even more quickly. 
They averaged 43 per cent to 
November, against 2.3 per 
cent a year ago. 

The CBI said foal about one 
in eight manufacturers and 
one in six service sector com¬ 
panies are still freezing 

pay.But the CBJsaidof rising 
settlements that."fogic; effects • 
on com 
masked only^^ Srndinuing 
productivity growth in manu¬ 
facturing". In manufacturing, 
productivity, growth In the 
second half of 1994 is provi¬ 
sionally estimated by the CBI 
at 3.7 per cent. This is sharply 
down on the figure of 4.7 per 
cent for the same period a year 
ago. 

Robbie Gilbert the CBJ*s 
employment affairs director. 
said that many of foe UK'S 
main competitors were contin¬ 
uing to make advances rat pay: 
“With price rises low, British 
workers are receiving bigger 
real rises than the employees 
of our major competitors — 
many of whom are now ac¬ 
cepting real cuts in pay." 

While UK unit labour costs 
had fallen by 2 per cent in the 
last year other countries had 
managed to cut their unit 
labour costs still further. 

The EEF engineering em¬ 
ployers says today that foe 
average level of pay rises in 

' engineering is running at 3 
jpg^ ant. excluding a small 
XuumEfer of pay freezes. 

.The Treasury's latest mon- 
""foly monetary report issued 

yesterday, painted a picture of 
steady growth based on 
strongly rising industrial pro¬ 
duction, especially in invest¬ 
ment goods. It said that retail 
sales remained on an upward 
trend, but that growth in out¬ 
put for capital goods was fast¬ 
er than for consumer goods. 

Indicators of inflation re¬ 
mained relatively subdued, 
according to the report It 
noted that house prices fell 
slightly in foe year to Novem¬ 
ber and that unit wages show¬ 
ed a record fall in October. 

The Treasury's panel of 
independent forecasters low¬ 
ered its inflation expectation 
from 32 per cent at the end of 
next year to 2.9 per cent 
Current City forecasts for base 
rates centre on 725 per cent by 
mid-1995._ 

Labour survey, page 22 
Clarke's package, page 25 

THE clear out at Pentos 
Group, which owns Dillons, 
the book seller, and Rymans. 
the stationer, continued yes¬ 
terday when Athena, the cards 
and poster chain, was put into 
administrative receivership. 

The move came after failed 
attempts by Pentos’s new 
management to sell foe loss- 
making operation, which com¬ 
prises 131 stores across Britain 
and employs about 600 staff. 
A management buyout was 
also discussal. The shares fell 
2bp to 14b p. compared with a 
high of 170p. 

Bill McGrath, who took 
over as chief executive in 
January, said: “The termina¬ 
tion of our exposure to the 
losses and cash outflows at 
Athena will enable us to focus 
on building value in our 
remaining businesses.” The 
Athena operation based in 
America is not affected. 

The action is expected to cost 
up to £10 million, which will 
push Pentos further into the 
red for the year to December 
31. Before yesterday's news, 
the City had forecast losses of 
between £37 million and £40 
million, compared with a loss 
of £70.6 million, including 
exceptional charges of £565 
million. last time. 

Scott Barnes at Grant 
Thornton was appointed ad¬ 
ministrative recover to Athe¬ 
na at the request of Pentos. He 
said that it was “relatively 
rare" for individual parts of 
companies to be ring-fenced 
and put into administrative 

Athena: ring-fenced 

Head of firm set to win McDonald’s to open 50 
Belfast grant indicted new UK outlets in 1995 

By Our World Trade Correspondent By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 

OUNG TA-MING, head of a Taiwan 
textiles group set to' receive a £61 
million government grant to build a 
plant in Belfast has been indicted over 
his alleged role in a share scandal. 

The Taipei prosecutor also brought 
indictments against a further 33 offici¬ 
als of the "Hualon group in connection 
with the affair, in which share prices 
were allegedly manipulated, prompt¬ 
ing an £185 million default on share 
payments. The prosecutor said Mr 
Oung. wbo is a member of Taiwan’s 
parliament and the other Hualon 
officials, had violated the law on 
securities transactions and accounting. 

Last Friday, Mr Oung was given a 
. 26-month jail sentence by foe Taiwan. 
High Court after befog convicted for 
breadi of trust in another share 

scandal. The prosecutor said Mr Oung 
had manipulated stocks to raise foe 
share prices to borrow money from 
financial institutions for himself or his 
subsidiaries. 

The default in share payments by 
two Hualon group broking firms in 
October triggered a big fall on the 
Taipei stock market 

The British Government has argued 
that Mr Dung’s run-in with foe law in 
Taiwan has no bearing on die North¬ 
ern Ireland textile plant project, as he is 
not directly involved. The European 
Commission, said this month that it 
would re-examine its approval of foe 
government grant - for the Hualon 
plant_ 

Pennington, page 23 

MCDONALD'S yesterday announced 
details of a £65 million expansion in 
the UK, which will mean more than 50 
new fast-food outlets next year and 
more than 3.000 new jobs. 

The company’s move, signalled 
earlier this year by its American 
parent company as part of a ten-year 
expansion plan, aims to double the 
number of its 570 outlets in Britain 
over foe next decade. 

McDonald's expansion plan, which 
is in line with its average growth of 
eating places and job numbers in 
recent years, will mean new fast-food 
outlets in city centres, motorway 
service areas, leisure centres, airports 
and on main roads. Tbe company 
pointed out yesterday that it was 
refurbishing or expanding many of its 

city centre outlets as many retailers 
were deserting town and rity centre 
sites. 

Paul Preston, McDonald’s UK pres¬ 
ident and chief executive, said: “Our 
growth in the UK means a great boost 
for foe employment prospects of 
young people at a time when jobs are 
hard to come by." 

The jobs will be full-time and part- 
time. although almost 90 per cent of 
McDonald's employees work less 
than 35 hours a week, and about two- 
thirds are aged 20 or under. Tbe 
company said that people of all ages 
were looking for jobs that could fit in 
with other priorities, such as studying 
orbringing up children._ 
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Quiet day in the City, busy day in the Jampot 
Bv Martin Waller 
deputy CITY editor 

I ’ . 
IT WAS the barman at foe Jamaica, 
as philosophical as all in his trade, 
who finally answered the burning 
question of foe day. “Some of these 
were already here when we opened at 
11 otiock, though most arrived 
around 1L30." he noted, looking 

. around at die surprising bustle at the 
bar of foe “Jampot" one of foe City's 
best-known watering-holes, halfway 
through lunchtime. 

The question on foe lips of aQ those 
.who headed back to the City after foe 

four-day break was wby anyone had 
bothered. Traders’ descriptions of 
business on the stock market ranged 
from “very, very quiet" to "pathetic.” 

The average City professional took 
one look at the market yesterday 
morning, put in a token couple of 
hours’ work and headed for foe pub 
or wine bar. probably never to 
return. The FT-SE 100 share index 
told part of the story, an initial rise of 
25 points reflecting Wall Street's 
overnight rise. Bui actual trading 

, was non-existent, in sharp contrast to 
that being transacted across the four- 
ale bar. A hardened market-watcher 

explained: “The least sign of any real 
business and the market-makers 
mark the prices up to prevent getting 
caught. There's zero going on — 
weVe all already done our year-end 
forecasts and spoken to clients about 
what we’re expecting nexi year." 

By the end of foe day, foe FT-SE 
had subsided to 3,095.8, below the 
3.100 level again with a rise of 12.4, 
and stock volumes were a derisory 
223 million, about a third of foe level 
of business needed before the market 
as a whole can cover its costs of 
opening. Our City professional was 
probably already at home, to judge 

from the empty streets, having made 
an early departure after lunch. 

Most brokers ran with a skeleton 
staff pulling in perhaps a third of 
their market-makers. What they act¬ 
ually did is a matter for their con¬ 
sciences. but British Rail caught the 
mood perfectly. Adding a “modified 
Saturday service” with just enough 
trams to warrant keeping open Can¬ 
non Street and Biackfriars, normally 
shut on Saturday and Sunday. 

The decision to open at all, for three 
days bracketed by two extended 
weekends, was made by a Stock Ex¬ 
change already cast in the role of 

Scrooge after opening on Friday, a 
day viewed by most of foe country as 
a dress rehearsal for Christmas Eve. 

The bad news is that two more 
days of such sluggish trade beckon. 
and Friday is once again a full day’s 
business. An Exchange spokeswom¬ 
an said the decision to trade was 
taken by its main board, made up of 
representatives of foe member firms. 

And how many were beavering 
away at the Stock Exchange Tower 
yesterday? “The majority — not 
absolutely everybody." she admitted. 
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receivership. Athena, which 
accounts for about 12 per cent 
of annual group turnover, had 
been a considerable drain on 
the company's resources. It is 
a cash-hungry business, bur¬ 
dened with high rents. Mr 
Barnes noted that ail the 
properties were leaseholds 
and that the high rents meant 
thar many of the stores were 
not financially viable. 

The high rents are thought 
to have been the main stum¬ 
bling block that the company 
faced in trying to sell the 
business. The successful sale 
of the stores partly depends on 
foe landlords of the properties. 
A landlord can choose to force 
the closure of a store, running 
the risk of not finding a 
replacement tenant, or he can 
negotiate a lower rent, increas¬ 
ing the chances of a store 
being successfully sold as a 
going concern. 

Mr Barnes said: “I am 
aware of there being some 
interest in individual stores. 
But it is early days. In foe 
meantime, we will continue to 
sell stock from foe stores — on 
the approval of the landlords.” 

Pentos gained support for 
its plans from its banks, of 
which Barclays and Midland 
are foe principal lenders. 
Bank borrowings are expected 
to fall to £50 million at 
December 31, the seasonal 
low. Pentos said that it would 
be discussing its lending facili¬ 
ties with its banks at the end of 
February. 

Christmas trading for Athe¬ 
na is believed to have been 
lacklustre and full-year losses 
for the operation are estimated 
at £5 million. Dillons, which 
accounts for about 70 per cent 
of turnover, is expected to 
make a profit in foe second 
half but not enough to return it 
to the black for the full year. 
Rymans is expected to incur a 
small loss in the second half, 
and Pentos office furniture a 
profit of less than £1 million. 
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Sun rising 
Britain has turned a $2.4 
billion current account deficit 
on trade with Japan into a 
$310 million surplus for the 
first half of this year, 
according to official figures 
released in Tokyo yesterday. 
The Japanese Finance 
Ministry also said Britain 
was the leading source, ahead 
of America, of capital inflow 
into Japan during foe first 
half of the year. Page 22 

Christmas cheer 
The first official trading 
statement on Christmas in the 
high street cheered up the 
stock market yesterday. 
Goldsmiths, the jeweller, 
revealed a 19 per cent rise in 
sales during December. 
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Am you leaving 
your heirs less tax 
more inheritance? 
Naturally t ou want to leave all or your estate to your family 

or dependants or at least to someone of ynur choosing. 

But the truth is that without some forward 

planning your heirs will receive only what is left idler 

the Inland Revenue take their share in the form of 

inheritance Tax when you die. 

And that share can be quite dramatic. 

For example, on an estate or £400,000 (including 

house, contents, persona! effects, stocks and shares, 

bonds, trusts, cash, life assurance and any inheritances) 

the Exchequer stands lo be ail equal beneficiary. If 

there were three children they would each gel 

£100,000 but the Exchequer would also lake £100,000. 

And il gels worse; above £150.000 the rate is a flat 

40%. At To wry Law we can help you make plans to 

reduce your liability and |'r/29i294#»ir 

pass on your necum- [ ThlktommI 
ulated wealth lo your \rr\ w 

chosen beneficiaries. j 1OWTV LmCHV j 
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Unemployment ‘has hit 40% 
By Philip Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL EDITOR 

UNEMPLOYMENT has affected as 
much as 40 per cent of the workforce 
over the past five years, the Labour 
party claims today, and it suggests 
the widespread impact of unemploy¬ 
ment is the reason for people feeling 
insecure at work. 

The party emphasises that unem¬ 
ployment is not an economic and 
social problem confined to a small 
and unchanging group of people but 
one which “hits vast swaths of the 

population”. Labour's calculations 
use unpublished figures obtained by 
the House of Commons library from 
a Department of Employment 
database. 

Taking into account people who 
have been unemployed and have 
claimed benefit more than once 
during the period, the party says that 
the proportion of people experiencing 
unemployment is highest among 
men. A total of 6.9 million men have 
been out of work and claiming 
benefit during the period, or 44 per 
cent of the male workforce. By 

comparison. 3.9 million women — a 
third of the female workforce — have 
been without work. 

Labour says that 10.8 million 
people have been unemployed at 
some point during the last five years, 
or 39 per cent of the UK workforce. 

Labour analysts emphasised that 
the figures included only those 
officially registered as unemployed 
on the Government's definitions; 
they therefore claimed that the true 
figure is probably higher. 

Harriet Harman. Labour's shad¬ 
ow employment secretary, says to¬ 

day. “Unemployment is not simply 
an issue for those people out of work 
at a particular time, but also for vast 
numbers of those in work. These 
figures explain why people at work 
continue to feel insecure. They know, 
from their own personal experience, 
that unemployment is a threat which 
constantly hangs over them." 

labour argues that instead of 
cutting benefits and training for the 
unemployed, the Government should 
be ensuring minimum standards for 
those in work, and should put 
forward a large-scale welfare-to- 

wotk programme to help die unem¬ 
ployed to get into jobs. 

However, the Department of Em¬ 
ployment said that simply counting 
the people who had become unem¬ 
ployed over any particular period of 
time was not a useful way of trying to 
understand die labour market 
Stressing the fluidity of the labour 
market it said that half of those 
people who became unemployed left 
the claimant count within three 
months. 
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UK trade 
with Japan 
moves into 

surplus 
By Colin Narbrough. world trade correspondent 

BRITAIN has achieved a turn¬ 
around in trade with Japan, 
chalking up a $310 million 
current account surplus in the 
first half of this year, com¬ 
pared with a $2.4 billion deficit 
at the same stage last year. 

Official monthly figures is¬ 
sued in Tokyo yesterday 
showed that Japan's political¬ 
ly-sensitive current account 
rose by an overall 15.4 percent 
year-on-year in November to 
$9.7 billion. 

The finance ministry said 
Britain was the leading 
source, ahead of America, of 
the net inflow of $ 12.5 billion of 
long-term capital into Japan 
during the first six months, 
reversing the outflows during 
the first half of 1993. Some $24 
billion of net purchases of 
Japanese securities came from 
Britain. 

The country-by-country fig¬ 
ures confirmed the failure of 
the Clinton Administration to 
dent Japan's current account 
surplus with America, a per¬ 
sistent cause of political fric¬ 
tion. In the first six months. 
Japan’s surplus with America 
rose more than 15 per cent to 
$26.2 billion. 

During the same period, the 
Japanese surplus with the 
European Union contracted 
by 36.8 per cent to almost $12 
billion. Japanese tourists 
played an important part in 
narrowing the surplus with 
Europe. 

Significantly, Japan's big 
surplus with the rest of fast- 
expanding Asia grew by al¬ 
most 21 per cent to $33.8 
billion, as it supplied much of 
the technology and compo¬ 
nents behind' the region’s in¬ 
dustrial rise. 

Japan's higher overall cur¬ 
rent account surplus in Nov¬ 
ember came in spite of record 
imports. Japanese officials 
were quick to point out that the 

increase was a blip and that 
the trend remained towards a 
shrinking surplus. 

Renewed growth in the cur¬ 
rent account surplus, which 
followed four months of year- 
on-year declines, reflected a 
20J per cent jump in the 
surplus on merchandise trade, 
to almost $11 billion. That was 
in part a function of the value 
of the yen against the dollar. 

Finance ministry officials in 
Tokyo said seasonal factors 
had contributed to the rise in 
the current account surplus 
and that continued double¬ 
digit growth in imports to 
Japan in November confirmed 
the underlying trend towards 
smaller trade surpluses. Ex¬ 
port volumes were up 10.6 per 
cent while import volumes 
were 18.6 per cenr higher. The 
invisible trade deficit was 
almost five times bigger, at 
$694 million. 

In the first 11 months of this 
year, Japan's current account 
surplus, which measures 
trade in tangible goods, ser¬ 
vices and some capital trans¬ 
fers, dropped 1.9 per cent in 
dollar terms, but was 9.7 per 
cent lower in yen terms. 

After US-Japanese talks in 
London this week, the Minis¬ 
try of International Trade and 
Finance (MITT) in Tokyo said 
that it believes negotiations 
with the Americans on trade 
in cars could resume soon. 
□ For the first time in 15 
years. America built more 
cars, trucks and minivans in 
than Japan, according to esti¬ 
mates by Ward’s Automotive 
Reports. 

The Detroit-based trade 
publication said American 
output totalled 122 million 
units in 1994. up from 10.9 
million in 1993. That com¬ 
pared with an estimated 11 
million vehicles built in Japan 
this year. 

South Korean dealers celebrate the dose of the 1994 trading year at the Korea Stock Exchange with a traditional 
shower of order slips. The benchmark Korea Composite Stock Price Index ruse 16.84 per cent during the year, al¬ 
though on the last day of trading there werejust marginal gains thanks to window-dressing by institutional investors 

Lautro sued 
for £6m by 

former agent 
A FORMER Norwich Union 
tied agent is suing Lautro. 
the insurance watchdog, for 
a reported £6 million (Liz 
Dolan writes). Victor Tee. 
one-time controlling share¬ 
holder of Winchester Group, 
a failed financial services 
company, has issued a high 
court writ alleging negli¬ 
gence and fraudulent mis¬ 
representation. 

A spokesman for the Per¬ 
sonal Investment Authority 
(PIA). which is in the process 
of taking over Lautro's role, 
said; “We have been notified 
that a writ is on the way. but 
we have not seen it yet There 
will be no-one in our legal 
department until next week, 
so we can make no further 
comment until then." 

Lautro banned Norwich 
Union from accepting busi¬ 
ness from Winchester in 
1990. The company was ac¬ 
cused of persuading custom¬ 
ers to switch to Norwich 
Union policies against their 
best interests. 

Bad debt task force helps 
assure Banesto recovery 

A YEAR after Mario Conde 
was ousted from the chair of 
Banco Espaiiol de Credito 
(Banesto). the bank is poised 
for a steady recovery and 
Spain’s banking system has 
weathered a period in which 
its stability came under seri¬ 
ous threat. 

About 80 per cent of the 1 
trillion pesetas (£4.S billion) in 
deposits lost after toe Bank of 
Spain’s December 28 interven¬ 
tion has been restored and 
loan losses reduced. 

Though the bank will incur 
a loss for 1994. it is expected to 
make a modest second-half 
profit, while bank executives 
forecast appreciable profits by 
1996. Dividends should be 
resumed in 1997. 

Banesto shares were sus¬ 
pended a year ago and. by late 
afternoon of the same day. the 
Bank of Spain had removed 
the bank's board. Senor 
Conde was imprisoned on 

From Reuter in Madrid 

fraud charges last Friday. 
Banesto had been on the brink 
of Spain’s biggest bankruptcy, 
with a 466 billion peseta loan 
loss and pension provisioning 
gap. A 605 billion rescue tty 
the Bank of Spain averted 
collapse. 

The affair sent shock waves 

Conde: fraud charges 

through local markets, but 
banks in general, after a tough 
year that was highlighted tty 
rumours relating to bad debts 
at Banco Central Hispano, are 
looking forward to improve¬ 
ment next year as economic 
recovery underpins loan 
portfolios. 

The work of an 800-strong 
bad debt task force, has helped 
Banesto to cut non-performing 
loans by 20 billion pesetas a 
month since May. They now 
stand at about 500 billion 
pesetas. 

Banesto’s plan to divest 
industrial holdings has regis¬ 
tered revenue of 45 billion 
pesetas, from sales of stakes in 
Carburos Metal icos and 
Antena 3. the television sta¬ 
tion. among others. 

Banesto'S shares have been 
relatively stable. They stood at 
895 pesetas yesterday, against a 
high of 1.280 in May and 855 on 
resuming trade in February. 

Atomic weapons job 
cuts predicted 
ABOUT 1,000 jobs could be axed a! the Atomic Weapons 
Establishment after the decision to .bring in .private 
-contractors, according to an independent 
stoned by the Government It gives warning pf the ham® 
cost of privatisation. Several hundred Jobs have already, 
been cut from AWE’S 6,000 workforce through voluntary 
redundancy over the past six months and many more are 
expected to so next year. . / 

Management of the nuclear centres at Aldermaston and. 
Burghfiehtin Berkshire; Cardiff, and Foulness m • 
contracted out. to the Angfo-Arperiam JHuntog-BFAE,: 
consortium in Apnkl993.The,^tnutar needs to r^ucfrr 
oveAeads^frnt thtcost of introducmgoS safety measures- 
emphasised in a critical report by-^he Health andSafety „ 
Executive in October will be nigh. The report-said stetiflaruiL 
fell below those in other high hazard industries wauffing 
nuclear facilities- ’ /: 

James Dickie chairman 
JAMES DICKIE, the engineering sp^ialist has a^new 
chairman. Peter Bullock, a non-executive-director, is. taking 
overturn Hugh Jack, who has decided to leave the board 
after right years in‘a Variety of mon-executive roles, tire 
company said. Mr Bullock, a chartered engineer with broad 
industrial and marketing experience, is a director of 600 
Group and Syttone and was formerly group chief executive: 
of James Neil Holdings and managing director of Flymq. 

New BP chief sells shares; 
JOHN BROWNE, who become* group chief executive of BP 
next July, yesterday sold £417300 of shares in tiie company. 
He had been granted options to buy31,500 BP shares at 27]p 
and 78.000 BP shares atZTSp, a total cost of £299,865. Of these 
109.500 shares he sold 97,500 shares at 428p. against a market 
price of 431p. Mr Browne Is’ currently chief executive of the-, 
group’s exploration division. BPS share price-has. soared 
since the trauma of falling oil prices in the early 1990s. 

Mexican peso surges 
MEXICO’S new peso rose sharply against the dollar in early 
trade as investors responded to a surge in domestic interest 
rates. It gained 35 centavos in same-day trade, and 20 cent- . 
avos in 24-hour and 48-hour contracts to its new level Of 
5.20/&40 in all contracts.HThere was selling of dollars due to 
the rise in interest rates,” one trader said. The primary rate 
on 28-day Treasury bills earlier rose L500 basis points from 
last week to 31 per cent tn (he central bank's weekly auction. 

ICI’s Indonesian plan 
ICI has announced plans to build a hew £62> million 
surfactants plant in Indonesia. The site, to be built 35 
kilometres east of Jakarta. ..will supply chemicals to local 
textiles, agrochemicals and paper processing markets. The 
project is a joint venture with ICl's Indonesian sales agents,. 
PT Gaiic Bina Mada and PT Perdoni. ICI will control 60 per 
cent of the project's equity and the two partners areto take 20 
per cent each. 

Graseby agreement 
GRASEBY. the electronics group; has secured a distribution 
agreement for its food contaminant detection system with 
Anritsu. one of Japan's leading producers of quality control 
systems for the food industry. Undo* the agreement. Anritsu 
wflLbe Graseby’s exclusive licensee and distributor in Japan 
for a high-speed X-ray system for an initial five years. 
Graseby said the agreement including licence payments, 
will amount to £940.000 over the first 12 months. 

Mackie’s £9m order 
MACK1E International the engineering group that floated 
on the stock market three months ago, announced orders 
totalling £9 million yesterday. The biggest order, worth £5 
million involving its textiles division, came from companies 
in South Korea. Spain and Germany. The Belfast group's 
environmental arm has secured a further £4 million of 
contracts for sludge and water treatment projects in 
England, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Jaguar wins tax boost for sales in Italy 
By Kevin Eason 

MOTORING CORRESPONDENT 

JAGUAR'S expansion plans were boosted 
yesterday by the news that the Italian 
Government has abolished taxes that put 
up the cost of its cars by almost a quarter. 

Jaguar led protests to the European 
Commission to force the Italians to 
remove extra duties that meant its luxury 
saloons were being taxed at 15 times the 
rate of domestically manufactured mod¬ 
els from the Fiat Group. The Coventry 

company sells only about 600 cars a year 
in Italy, a figure that was foiling fast 
under pressure from taxes, which Nick 
Scheele, the chairman, described as 
discriminatory and a “serious infringe¬ 
ment of the EC treaty and the concept of 
the single market". 

Simon Holmes, Jaguar’s legal adviser 
at SJ Berwin & Co- in London, said 
yesterday that the Italian Government's 
decision was a “good Christmas present" 
for Jaguar as well as BMW and 
Mercedes-Benz, the German carmakers 

that joined the protest Ministers took 
action in spite of the chaos caused by the 
resignation of Silvio Berlusconi, the 
Prime Minister. 

Jaguar can now target the Italian 
market for a sales push of its XJ saloons, 
which were launched in the autumn and 
are selling fast around the world. Execu¬ 
tives expect one of the busiest January 
sales in Britain and demand should push 
output from the Coventry factory- from 
about 3Z000 saloons and sports cars this 
year to 38.000 in 1995. 

LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 071-782 7344 

PUBLIC NOTICES 

AMITY. RICHARD FRANCIS 
NORMAN AMEY Lou Of Salis¬ 
bury. wUBMn died there on 4Ui 
Monti 1993 (Estate about 
£20.0001 
BROWN. BENJAMIN WILLIAM 
BROWN late Of Hun. Humberside 
died mere an 7th June 199H 
miide about C57.0G0) 
CHYSKA nee ME3KAB. ALICE 
CTFYSKA nee ME2KAR WIDOW 
Lale of BrteCol. Avon dlod man an 
20* January 1993 (Estate about 
£10,000) 
DAVIS. TERENCE DAVIS late of 
Worley, Went Midlands died at 
Dudley. Weal MUtomds on 23m 
September 1994 (Dun about 
£24.000) 
MANHOOD. PETER MANHOOD 
tale of Sblcup. Kent died mere on 
22nd January 1994 (Estate about 
£70,000) 
VIDAKOVIC. VTUMAR 
YffJAKOVlClOtr of&louBh, Berh- 
aMre dlod there on 16* Asrll 
1993 rEmae about £20.000) 
The kin of the above-named an 
requested to apply to mo Trea¬ 
sury Sollcllor cbvj. Quocn Anne’s 
Chambers, 28 Broadway, London 
6WIH 9JS. ranine Which (be 
Treasury sotjclior may take item 
to administer the estate. 

LEGAL NOTICES 

LEGAL NOTICES 

Eating Studios LDnlud 
- Administrative Receiver 

appointed 14/10/94 
NOTICE IS HERESY GIVEN, 
pursuant to ucttoa 48C2J of the 
Insolvency Act 1966. mu ameel 
In0 of the creditors of the above 
named company win be Odd at 
HoDaon House, ISO Gower 
Street. London. WC1E OBJ on 
Monday 9 January 1996 • 
SJOgn for the put pose of rcoetv 
Ing ■ report prepared by the 
admin tstraPve receiver and if 
thought fit to estaOUsn a commit¬ 
tee rose creature* committee'i to 
accrete the runenons conferred 
an n by or under the Ineoivsney 
Ad 1986. Piantes to be used at 
(he mooting must be lodged, 
together with any rinlrv to be 
made tty the aedlur at the afllres 

Of (he Administrative Receiver. 
Hobson House. 18B dower 
Street. London. wctE OBJ no 
later than la noon on Friday A 
January 199S. 
creditors whose dados ore 
wholly seeured ore net enmsd M 
attend ar to be represented al the 
meeting. 
A R PRICE 
AdiMnlstraatnp Receiver 
Dote 19 December 199*. 

IN THE MATTER OF 
CLIFTON COURT PROPERTIES 

LTD 
AND 

THE INSOLVENCY ACT I486 
NOTICE 19 HEREBY GIVEN But 
ol o moot!no of the creditor* of the 
above named company convened 
under the provisions of S.98 of 
the Insolvency Act 1986, and 
held on SO December 1994. I. 
Metvyn Julian Carter, of Cartor 
fiacker winter, rim House. 
Hfonoal* tfuL London. N19 BLV 
was duty appointed Ltaiddalar of 
the company. 
M J Carter 

liquidator 
Doled Rus twenty first day of 
□ocemlwr 1994. 

No 007257 of 1994 
JN THE HIGH COURT OF 

JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DOTSON 
REGISTRAR BUCKLEY 
IN THE MATTER OF 

WINDSOR fU.K) HOLDINGS 
COMPANY LIMITED 

■N THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 19BS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Dial 
the Order of the High Court of 

Justice (Chancery DIvMan) dated 
14th December 1994 renftrmmq 
the reduction of canttal of the 
above named Company from 
£60.000.000 DO £47-53i231 and 
lha mining approved by Uie Court 
showing will, respect to the capi¬ 
tal of the Company as altered the 
several particulars required by 
the above mentioned Act were 
rootsored by the Reasrer of 
Companion on 10th December 
1994. 
DATED Bits 21st day of Does ru¬ 
ber 199*. 
Herbert Smith. Exchange House. 
Primrose ScreeL London. ECZA 

2HS. SOHdtofi for the above 
named Company. 

CARTHUSAIN COURT LIMITED 
- COMPANY NO: 176697S 
PKFINANS INTERNATIONAL 
LIMITED 
- COMPANY NO: 1596044 
SPIKE HOMES LIMITED 
- COMPANY NO: 79SOBZ 
STUNTBRAND 
(SOUTH AND WEST) LIMITED 
■ COMPANY NO: 36*Zoe 
NOTICE IS HEREBY COVEN, 
pursuant to Roles 4.182A and 
11.2 of (he Insolvency Ridas 
1986. that the UqnMBtor of the 
above companies uuctxds to wiat* 
a cttotribiitlon lo the creditors. 
Creditors are required to Atenlt 
fun derails of their dates and 
metr names and addresses lo ihe 
Uamdaior. RaoerSMtMl KPMO 
Peat Marwick. PO Box 730. 20 
FarTtagdon Street. London EG4A 
4PP cm or before Friday 3 Febru¬ 
ary 1990. wtdeb u the lost day 
for proving claims. Notice W also 
glvon that Um Liquidator proposes 
to make final dUtnDuuoca and 
uiai such dtatrfbuBons will ne 
mode without regard to any 
dates not mads by the date 
mentioned. 
Note the companies an able to 
pay all metr known creditors In 
mu. 
Dared: 19 December iff* 
R Smith ■ Liquidator 

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 06 
OF THE Insolvency act 

1986 
HOLTStDE LIMITED 

REGISTERED NUMBER 
1787288 
Notice Is hereby given that on Z1 
DecGmbor 1994 J A Tatoof and P 
E Tudl Of Arthur Anderson of 
P.O Bax 56. t Surrey StraaL 
London WC2ft ZNT were 
appointed Joint Administrative 
Receivers of the above company 
by Barclays Bank pic under [he 
Powers conferred in a acbaitura 
dated 6 October 199c ronutalng 
fixed ted floating charges over 
the -Meats and undertakings of the 
company. 

DUed mh 22nd day of December 
1994. 

J A Talbot and P E Tuch 
-RHnl Administrative Receivers 

NOTICE TO CRtflflfbHS 
TO SEND JN PARTICULARS OF 

DEBTS OR CLAIMS 
company Name. Aspend Ltettvd 
Company No: 123B99Z 
Company Name: Betancurta Lim¬ 
ited Company NO: 2446902 
Company Nome: Leisure Stage 
limited company No: 1927139 
Company Nome: Ruz Bingo Lim¬ 
ited Company No: 1846608 
Comouiy Name: Rltr Clubs Unt¬ 
iled company No: 1646609 
Company Name: Rflz Croup Lim¬ 
ited Company No: 1324313 
Company Name: Sag Ufa Centre 
Weymouth Limited 
Company No: ITT1301 
Company Name: Seal Sanctuary 
Pic Company No: 2342293 
Company Name: The Weymouth 
Butterfly Farm United Company 
Net 2737302 
Cteipany Nome: winchmore 
investment* Limited Company 
No: 1060231 

NOTICE I* hereby given that the 
Creditors of the above named 
Companies are required on or 

before 9 February 1990 to no 
in thoir names and addresses, 
with parftcidare of their Debts or 
elates, and the names and 
addresses, of melr Solicitors Or 
any*, to ihe undersigned Richard 
John H» of KPMG Pool 
Marwtcx. IS Pembroke Road. 
Bristol BSa 3BG Die Uamdaior of 
each of the sold companies, and. 
If so required by notice bi writing 
by lha mid Liquidator, are by 
their Solictors or personally to 
come In and prove Qietr said 
Debts and Claims at Rich wat¬ 
ted place as shall besgodflod tn 
such notice, or In dcfaidl thereof 
they will be excluded rrora the 

benefit of any tUstributtan made 
before such debts ore proved. 
Tills nonce b ouroty formal and 
ad known Creditors hose brat or 
win bo polo in fun. 
Doled 22 December I9M. 
Signature of Liquidator 
fU. HfU 

SATOIL SERVICES LIMITED 
ON MEMBERS 

VOLUNTARY UQUDATfONI 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS. On IS 
December 1994 ihe above com¬ 
pany was Maced Into Msnbers 
voluntary Liquidation and M 
Fishman af PO Bob 56. 1 Surrey 
Street. London WC2R 2NT was 

Liquidator ay uie 

The uamdaior gives notice pur¬ 
suant to Rule 4.1B2A of me Insol¬ 
vency Rules 1966 that the 
creditors of the romopny must 
send details, lo writing, of any 
dote nalnsi me company tv M 
Ftahratm. PO Bose BS. 1 Surrey 
Strew. London Vf C2R 2NT by 10 
February 1995. 
The Liquidator ate gives notice 
under Dm provisfan of Rules 

AiB2Ai6iUiai on is March 1996 
tw tatontt to make a fined return 
to creditors who have submitted 
dotes by IS Febnary 1996 and 
that lhare will be no further distri ■ 
button lo otdlutt The final 
return to creditors win be made 
without regard to the claim of 
any person In respect of any data 
not already prosed. 

Tno company is able u pay all n*» 
known credaois In rod 
M_ Fishman. Ltotudaior 
21/12/94 
ALEXIS JEWELLERS LIMITED 

THE INSOLVENCY ACT 19B6 
NOTICE IS HERESY GIVEN pur¬ 
suant to Section 96 of Die Inooi- 
vestev Aa. 1986. that a meeting 
at Uw creditors of ihe above 
named company will be held at 
ihe omen at FoppMan and 
Appleby. 32 High Street, Man¬ 
chester. M4 JQD Is appointed 19 

an oa the Qualified Insolvency 
Practitioner who win furnish 
cndltn with euch lnfonnfdtop 
aa Dies may reasonably require. 
DATED THIS 2«H DAY OF 
DECEMBER 1994 
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 
D G NUTTER 
DIRECTOR 

TO MACE NOTICES FOR IMS SECTDN 

071-782 7344 OR FAX; 071-782 7827 
iMfcnw MM to oaAmollreaBd teadd to meted tor 230pm tea 

Gilts suffer 
worst year 
since 1955 

GILTS have had their worst 
year for 40 years, according to 
SG Warburg, the broker. The 
poor performance comes de¬ 
spite continuing low inflation 
and relatively modest in¬ 
creases in interest rates to con¬ 
trol strong economic growth 
(George Sivell writes). 

Over the past year, investors 
would, on average, have been 
better off holding cash than 
either government stocks or 
shares, reckons Warburgs, 
which used the FT All-Share 
index and the three-month 
interbank rate for comparison. 

Cash, however, had its 
worst year since 1964 because 
of low interest rates. Shares, 
which normally out-perform 
gilts, failed to do so in 1994 
and produced a similar nega¬ 
tive return of 6 per cent. 

Warburgs believes gilts' 
bleak performance was a cor- 
rection after three good years. 
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TOURIST 
.RATES 

AustraflaS_ 
Austria Sen .. 
Belgium Ft 
CanadaS.— 
Cyprus Cypc - 
Denmark Kr.. 
RntandMkk _ 
Prance Fr- 
Germany Dm . 
Gtsscb Or .— 
HongKongS 
Ireland Pt 

Bank 
Buys 
209 

18.13 
53.11 
2274 
0.785 
10.16 
759 
830 
239 

39730 

1230 
1.06 

Italy Lira_ 264530 
Japan Yen —. 
Malta_ 
NstheridsGH 
Nonray Kr — 
Portugal Esc .. 
S Africa Rd — 
Spain Pta — 
Sweeten Kr — 
SwteartandFr 
Turkey Lira — 
USAS- 

Bank 
Sells 
132 

1633 
4831 
2.114 
0.730 
936 
7.29 
820 
228 

372.00 
11.60 
038 

2490.00 
153.50 
0.564 
2.647 
10.42 

24330 

535 
19930 

16930 
0.619 
2377 
1122 

26130 
ret 

21630 
1220 11.40 
2.19 2.01 
rater 57198.0 

_ 1.643 1.513 

Rates tor small ttenorrWBtOT bank notes 
Ofty BB Suppled Oy Barclays Bank pie. 
Differem raw apply to Haveners' 
cheques. Rotes as at doee of trading 
yesterday. 

THE TIMES 
Win the trip of a lifetime to the 

biggest parly in histoiy Today is day four of The Times Millennium 2000. 
which offers readers the opportunity to spend 
New Year’s Eve 1999 crossing the International 

Date Line to both Fiji and the Cook Islands to see in the 
new millennium twice. First prize is a 28 day world air 
cruise for two culminating in New Year 1999 in Fiji and 
the Cook Islands to join in the festivities. The trip takes 
in Dubai. Thailand, Singapore. Tucson, Washington and 
Sydney. It includes helicopter sightseeing over die Fiji 
Islands and hot-air ballooning over the Arizona desert, 
and would cost £64.000 to book in 1999. 

A second prize of a ten day stay for two in Fiji and the ^ 
Cook Islands worth up to £7,000 and a third prize of two Jfif 
tickets chosen from any of the millennium party venues 
available to readers are also on offer. 

Should you be unsuccessful in the competition, you 
can still take part in the festivities by booking the Fiji 
and Cook Islands trip separately or taking advantage of 
our selection of deluxe party venues round the world. 

The parties are the brainchild of The Millennial 
Foundation, a non profit-making charity which is organ¬ 
ising fundraising parties to help specific local charities 
across the world. In St Petersburg, for instance, the 
money wifi help restore the Hermitage gallery and fund 
the Kirov Ballet. 

You could, for example, celebrate the dawn of the 
new millennium at a gala party at the top of the World 
Trade Center overlooking the Statue of liberty and r _.. 
Manhattan and stay in luxury at the Pierre Four Seasons S ftw- 
Hotel on Central Park at Fifth Avenue. The one-week ■' --'£=£=»*_— 

trip starts on December 28.1999. The cost in 1999 would be 0250 per person but readers 
can secure their places now for E2J50 each. Details of how to book ^oth£ S5S 
piiHHMiteiMM tuum gala parties, will appear on Saturday. 

i TOKEN 4 ! To enttr 1116 “mpetition coUe« 18 tokens and answer the 
5 11 ^ j 18 questions which are appearing between December 26 and 

1 :■ j Saturday January 14. Send the tokens and answers on a sepa- 

' ! rate sheet of paper’ stadn§ m not more than 15 worts whv 
, |p| j you would like to join in die oelebrations, to; The Times ' 

■n.' ' ■*' 'WS MiUennium2000Competition,5 Brittons Court, London : 
EC88 6NG. Closing date January 31,1995. Normal Times 

J competition rules apply. jop& w I 
s Details of how to book the millennium gala parties, details of-r 

jj Qnestles 4 | which aPPeartd on Monday, will appear on Saturday. 
■ He* Vert Bes at fee jaretta i Further information about the parties can be obtained by 
| if Mick tan rtrerx7 * wn^n° Millennium 2000 Ltd. Freennct r.w 

. . _ * -- UULflll !□ 

writing to: Millennium 2000 Ltd, Freepost GW 7623 
Glasgow G3 7BR. 
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□ The great high street panto? Oh yes it is □ More hamburger flippers on McDonald’s menu □ Embarrassment over Hualon 

□ THERE are few sights more 
seasonal than that of a long line 
of lost souls queuing to get into 
the local Amdale Centre car park 
for what used to be known, 
under the old calendar, as the 
January sales. 

The coincidental revelation 
that two people in five have been 
brushed by the wings of the dark 
angel of unemployment gives a 
pretty dear idea why those souls 
were out there after Christmas 
rather than before it. Politicians 
look for the “feel-good" factor, 
but it is hard to (eel too good 
when money is tight, the mem¬ 
ory of hard times may be fresh, 
and there is the ever-looming 
fear that they' could return. 

Patterns of lending over the 
past couple of years clearly show 
that those who feel insecure at 
work, avoid debt; the insecure 
shopper is also now realising 
that a few days’ restraint at the 
end of the year can mean 20 to 50 
per cent on the price of the goods. 

The four-act play that is the 
British High Street Christmas 
has the familiarity of the best- 
known pantomime. The season, 
say the sages on or about 
December 10, is slow to start this 
year. The customer is staying 
away, and retailers are pinning 
their hopes on that elusive last- 
minute rush to the shops. 

The retailers themselves take 
up die refrain just as the last few 
windows are being opened on 

Christmas sales humbug 
the nation's advent calendars. 
The sheep are indeed flocking to 
the market again, and this 
Christmas looks like being as 
busy as ever. 

The third act is the “pandemo¬ 
nium" of the sales and its 
accompanying chorus line of 
desperate credit card-wielding 
customers. Cheery trading state¬ 
ments delivered by the big 
retailers in the wings suggest 
that, having off-loaded the good 
stuff before the holiday, they 
have now managed to get rid of 
all the tat as well. 

A few weeks later comes the 
last act, the official retail sales 
figures, which show a couple of 
percentage points off last year's 
already depressed figures. 

This year Christmas, for those 
unlucky enough to have gone 
into work at all yesterday, has 
effectively been a five-day break, 
ail good news for die retailers, 
many of whom opened on what 
was officially Boxing Day. ll may 
be a sad reflection on the state of 
the family in Britain, but three 
days of close proximity with the 
TV and the relatives make that 
ramp up to the Amdale car park 
look quite an attractive prospect. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that 
while the sales have indeed been 
busy so far. the pre-Christmas 
“rush" was nothing of the sort. 
The epilogue to the seasonal 
production will come this sum¬ 
mer when the retail trade as a 
whole is forced to reveal, under 
the full scrutiny of the Slock 
Exchange in the next reporting 
season, just how good or bad this 
Christmas was. Switching from 
full-price trading to catering for 
the bargain-hunters can only 
further erode margins earned by 
stores already handing over 
much of their goods without 
retaining much more than a 
minimal profit. 

McJobs — 
with relish 
□ JUST as carworkers were 50 
years ago. and City yuppies a 
decade ago. jobs in fast food are 
now seen as a characteristic of 
modem employment and the 
economy in the 1990s. For some. 

PENNINGTON 

creating unhealthy, unneeded 
products. For others, they em¬ 

body the flexibility and 
entrepreneurial]which is vi¬ 
tal for economic growth. 

That such jobs now have their 
own name — McJobs — signifies 
their impact. That such a“name 
explicitly reflects one player in 
the market shows how dominant 
is McDonald’s. 

McDonald's announcement 
yesterday of 3,000 new jobs in 
Britain in 1995 is unusual in a 
number of respects. First, the 
new year is traditionally a time 
of labour-shedding, as employ¬ 
ers match the post-Christmas 
gloom of bleak January to their 
perceived need to cut numbers, 
which despite the fall in un¬ 
employment is still a key feature 
of most large firms in the UK. 

Second, it is unusual in that 

McDonald’s does not claim that 
it is new. Most companies, 
aware of both the need to satisfy 
the City and of the opportunity of 
exploiting its notoriously short 
memory span, tend to announce 
job changes — especially, though 
not exclusively, firings rather 
than hirings — a number of 
times. McDonald’s first men¬ 
tioned these jobs back in April, 
and did not try to be too greedy in 
its second bite at the cherry- 
yesterday. 

Third, it is unusual in not 
being a first. McDonald’s 
opened 58 new restaurants in 
1994. and created about 5.000 
new jobs in doing so. Its 
announcement yesterday is 
largely a believable declaration 
of its intent of a repeat order in 
1995. 

What is far from unusual is 
that most of the 3.000 jobs for 
1995 will be part-time, aimed at 
young people. At a time when 
the official employment figures 
are only just beginning to mm 
upwards, these are at least jobs 
being provided — which is more 
than can be said for the many 
supposedly blue-chip companies 
who like to look down at their 

noses at hamburger flippers. 
And who are readying the latest 
job announcements of their own 
— cuts, not new jobs. 

More gloom 
for Belfast 
□ THE sorry saga of Hualon in 
Belfast is an' ominous precursor 
to the hoped-for rush of outside 
investment into Northern Ire¬ 
land heralded by the cease-fires, 
and the ultimate losers could be 
the long-suffering workforce of 
the Province. 

Britain put up £61 million to 
help to fund the new textile plant 
in Belfast, a grant graciously 
permitted by the European Com¬ 
mission. Now from Taipei comes 
the news of a swoop on a total of 
34 executives as part of the state 
investigation into alleged share- 
rigging including its embattled 
head. Oung Ta-Ming. Mean¬ 
while, Brussels is saying it may 
go back on the original decision 
to allow the grant because the 
proposed plant could damage 
what is left of the European 
textiles industry. 

Brussels says this back-track- 

Globe-trotting ends 
with Unilever deals 
in India and Spain 

By George Sivell. assistant business editor 

UNILEVER, die Anglo-Dutch 
food and consumer products 
group, yesterday announced 
deals in Spain and India. 

In Spain. Unilever has 
reached agreement with 
Danone, its French food rival, 
to buy the 60 per cent stake 
that Danone holds in Frudesa. 
one of Spain's leading frozen 
food businesses. Unilever is to 
take full management control 
of Frudesa, which says it is a 
market leader in vegetables 
and a strong number two in 
the frozen fish market 

Unilever did not disclose the 
price far the stake but revealed 
that Frudesa had annual sales 
of U10 million this year and 
that it employs 1J200. Unilever 
also said that it intended to 
raise further its stake in 
Frudesa during the craning 
years. 

Unilever says the Spanish 
market for frozen foods offers 
good growth prospects 
because consumption per 
head is below the European 
average. Currently, Unilever 
has only the Iglo brand an the 

Nadir sells 
houses to 
cut debts 

ASIL NADIR, the fugitive 
fanner head of the collapsed 
Polly ftek International (PPI), 
has been forced to sell residen¬ 
tial property in northern 
Cyprus to pay a £250,000 first 
instalment of his debts to the 
government (Colin 
Narbrough writes). 

Government officials in Nic¬ 
osia said last night that pay¬ 
ment this week % Mr Nadir 
of the outstanding tax debt of 
Voyager Kibris, the PPI sub¬ 
sidiary that owns two luxury 
hotels in his native northern 
Cyprus, was the first part of a 
deal with the government to 
settle all his estimated £7 
million debt to the authorities. 

Mr Nadir ran the hotels. 
Jasmine Court and Palm 
Beach, until they were seques¬ 
tered by fee government, 
which wanted payment from 
him of rental, tax. national 
insurance and other debts. 

Representatives of Voyager 
Mediterranean, owner of Voy¬ 
ager Kibris. based on the Isle 
of Man. last week paid the 
outstanding land rent an the 
hotels to the government 
They said the authorities’ for¬ 
mal acceptance of the payment 
was an important step in 
securing recognition, of the 
hotels’ lawful ownership. 

Spanish frozen food market. 
In the whole of Spam, 
Unilever has 3300 staff on its 
payroll after 45 years of activi¬ 
ty in the country selling 
brands such as Flora. Lux. 
Pond’s. Signal and Elizabeth 
Arden. 

Unilever also announced to 
tire Bombay Stock Exchange 
yesterday that its Brooke Bond 
Lipton India subsidiary had 
agreed a marketing alliance 
with Kwality. India’s largest 
producer of ice-cream. 

Again. Unilever gave no 
financial details, but said that 
Brooke Bond, which produces 
Wall’s-frozen deserts in India, 
will invest in and help to build 
up the Kwality brand. 

Kwality is ran by four 
families that control different 
geographical areas of the op¬ 
erations in the country. The 
eastern Indian family has not 
agreed to the deal with Wall’s 
but Brooke Bond said that it 
had forged an alliance with 
the families in the North, West 
and South, winch account for 
85 per cent of the volume of 

Kwality sales and two thirds 
of the geographical area of 
India. The marketing opera¬ 
tion is to be unified. Unilever 
said. 

The deals bring to an end a 
year of doing deals in exotic 
places for Unilever. The group 
announced in September a 
joint venture to produce deter¬ 
gents at Zhangjiakou in the 
Hebei province of China. 
There was also an agreement 
in June with Suchel, the 
Cuban state detergents busi¬ 
ness. to market detergents and 
toiletries on the island. 

The same month saw 
Unilever agree with the Slate 
Property Committee of Ka¬ 
zakhstan. the former Soviet 
republic, to buy two state- 
owned margarine factories, in 
Alma Ata and Karanganda. 
Unilever, along with Eastman 
Chemicals, signed a letter of 
intent in April to make food 
emulsifiers in Malaysia. 

Unilever shares rose 3p to 
£11.66 yesterday._ 
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Future for buyouts 
is less favourable 

By Martin Barrow, city news editor 

AFTER a strong recovery for 
management buyouts in 1994. 
the outlook for the next 12 
months is less favourable, 
says the Centre for Manage¬ 
ment Buy-Out Research 
(CMBOR). 

With eats by flotation ex¬ 
pected to remain difficult, 
management buyout teams 
are to face stiffer compe¬ 
tition from quoted companies, 
whose ability to raise finance 
for acquisitions has improved. 
This points to continuing 
problems for buyouts in 
matching competing offers 
while ensuring that the result¬ 
ing debts can be serviced. 

“As .1995 unfolds, realistic 
pricing will be key to avoiding 
a potential repetition of the 
excesses of the 1988-89 period," 
said Lucinda Horier Webber, 
director of Barclays Develop¬ 
ment Capital, co-sponsor with 
Touche Ross Corporate Fi¬ 
nance of CMBOR, which is 
based at Nottingham 
University. 

The improvement in the 
buyout market in 1994was not 
as substantial as anticipated, 
says CMBOR. Exit by flota¬ 
tion has proved more difficult 
and completion of some larger 
deals, notably in the case of 

National Car Parks, was held 
back because of a rehxctance to 
pay high prices. 

The number of buyouts and 
buy-ins in 1994 is estimated to 
have increased 12 per cent to 
537 transactions, with an ac¬ 
companying rise of 18 per cent 
in the total value of deals to 
£3.4 billion. Although total 
numbers remain below the 
level of 1990-91. the value of 
transactions was the highest 
since the exceptional year of 
1989. 

The main contributor to the 
growth in the overall buyout 
market was the continuing im¬ 
provement in management 
buy-ins. The value of buy-ins 
rose 38 per cent to £970 mil¬ 
lion. with 139 transactions 
completed. This compared 
with a rise of 11 per cent in the 
total value of buyouts to E2.4 
billion, with 398 deals. 

The 211 exits from buyouts 
and buy-ins was a record, with 
47 stock market flotations, the 
highest total for a single year. 
Somewhat surprisingly. 
CMBOR's research suggests 
buyouts subsequently floated 
on the stock market have, as a 
group, outperformed the stock 
market as a whole since the 
beginning of 1992. 

Jurek Piasecki. chairman and chief executive, believes the Goldsmiths chain is winning market share from its rivals 

Goldsmiths 
Christmas 
sales soar 

By Sarah Bagnall 

THE first official news of 
Christmas trading on the high 
street emerged yesterday 
when Goldsmiths, the jeweller 
and distributor of Cartier. 
Omega. Rolex and Gucci, 
revealed a 19 per cent rise in 
December sales. As a result, 
the jeweller expects pre-tax 
profits for the year to January 
28 to beat City forecasts of E2JJ 
million to £3 million. 

The upbeat statement 
prompted analysts to lift their 
forecasts to between G million 
and £3.1 million. Final divi¬ 
dend forecasts have been 
raised from I.6p to l.9p-2p. 

Jurek Piasedci. chairman 
and chief executive, said trad¬ 
ing in the 117 branches was 
strong throughout December. 
However, he said the increase 
did not reflect improved trad¬ 
ing conditions. Sales benefited 
from improved efficiencies, a 
store modernisation program¬ 
me and restructuring within 
the industry. Mr Piasecki said: 
“I think we are stealing mar- ,. 
ket share. For the industry as a 
whole, the last month there 
was an increase in sales was i 
January 1994. Since then, sales 
in each month have declined 
or been flat. In contrast. 
Goldsmiths’ sales have been 

Hag “What do I have n 
rose 12 per cent in December 
and 11.4 per cent in the U 
months to December 24. Mar¬ 
gins have improved because of /% grv 
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ing stems from legal action by 
other textile producers ana 
presumably therefore has no 
connection with the scandal 
which has engulfed the company 
in Taiwan. 

London pleads that Hualon’s 
travails have nothing to do with 
whether the company should be 
encouraged with tax-payers’ 
cash to come to Belfast 

But the affair is doubly 
embarrassing for Britain, which 
has complained bitterly, and 
rightly so. at state aid to conti¬ 
nental businesses such as air¬ 
lines. steel-makers or computer 
builders and is now cast in an 
unaccustomed protectionist role. 
Meanwhile the scandal is, in the 
public mind, increasingly taking 
on overtones of the de Lorean 
affair, the most ill-judged public 
investment decision since the 
Troubles began. 

Investment illogic 
□ THE truth is out. Those 
investors too lazy or too be¬ 
wildered by conflicting financial 
advice to withdraw (heir money 
from the bank did best of ail this 
year despite low interest rates, a 
fact wonh bearing in mind when 
viewing City forecasts of the FT- 
SE at 3.400 a year hence. 
Conversely, by typically perverse 
market illogic, rising real returns 
to savers might just send equities 
shooting ahead again. 

Approval 
in US for 
Wellcome 

WELLCOME, the British 
pharmaceutical company, 
said its American subsid¬ 
iary has received approval 
from the US Food and 
Drug Administration 
(FDA) to market treat¬ 
ments for epilepsy and 
lung cancer (Sarah 
Bagnall writes). 

Lamictal, the anti-epi¬ 
leptic drug which is al¬ 
ready licensed in 46 
countries, has been ap¬ 
proved as an add-on treat¬ 
ment for adults suffering 
from partial seizures, the 
most common form of 
seizure. Lamictal sales 
reached £11.7 million in the 
six months to June 1994. 

Navelbine is the first 
new drug for treating 
ambulatory patients with 
advanced, unresecfable 
non-small cell lung cancer 
to be approved in the US 
for 20 years. 

"Believe me. a fid ardor book IsaTt 

enough. Ybtfce got to have the cashflow 

to koep up with your sales. And my 

overdraft was insufficient and out of date. 

Something had to change. 

So I changed my point of view, and 

found Griffin’s sales-finked funding. Today, 

I have a secure source of financing that 

actually encourages growth. And my 

company is never overstretched or 

underfunded. In fact, my business is fitter 

than ever? 

To discover more about how Griffin 

can work for your business, fill in and 

return the coupon below or call free on 

0800 525507. 

Thomas Pink gets shirty with Barclays 

“What do I have instead 

of an overdraft? 
By Robert Miuer 

THOMAS Pink, one of the City’s leading 
shirt suppliers, is hoping that a burst of 
seasonal goodwill might end a long 
running dispute with Barclays. For some 
months. Thomas Pink has refused to 
accept Barclays’ cheques, even those 
backed by a cheque guarantee card, after 
several were bounced by the bank. 

Peter Mullen, managing director of 
Thomas Pink, said yesterday: “We are 
hoping to fold a resolution to the 
problem with Barclays in fixe very near 
future I’d rather not say anymore at the 

moment” The bank cheques and cards 
that triggered die dispute were stolen. 

Barclays said: “We are working with 
Thomas Pink's to try to resolve the issue. 
There is a security procedure to follow 
when checking signatures on cheques 
and cards. If we feel the Forgery is so bla¬ 
tant we will dispute with the retailer 
whether they have stuck to the proper pro¬ 
cedure. If it is a very good forgery we will 
honour the cheque. With Thomas Pink 
there were a couple of stolen cheques 
which we felt they should have spotted." 

The dispute between Thomas Pink, 
which has 11 shops in London and one in 

Edinburgh, is not unique but it is 
unusual. Nat West said: “We would not 
rule out the possibility of boonciag a 
stolen cheque that had been handed to a 
retailer. But if it got to that stage, we 
would call on our handwriting expert 
who works within the bank’s fraud 
department to see whether it could and 
should have been spotted at the time of 
foe sale." 

Midland Bank said: “When a cheque 
which has been presented, even though it 
has been reported lost or stolen, provided 
it appears that the signatures on the cheq¬ 
ue and the card match, we wfll pay iL" 

A healthy 

cashflow." 

GRIFFIN FACTORS 
Cashflow for Business 

Member HSBC Group 
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Index fails to live up 
to its early promise 

INVESTORS on the London 
stock market found them¬ 
selves with some catching-up 
to do on their return from the 
extended Christmas break. 

While they have been busy 
gorging themselves on turkey 
and seasonal pud, American 
investors have been tucking 
into both equities and bonds 
as the year draws to a close. 

As a result the London 
stock market was treated to an 
early, futures-inspired rally as 
bleary-eyed London brokers 
crawled into a half-deserted 
Square Mile. 

But the low levels of turn¬ 
over failed to reflect some of 
the gains seen first thing as the 
FT-SE100 Index jumped more 
than 26 points. Unfortunately, 
investors never looked like 
maintaining the early pace 
with prices drifting off before 
the index closed at 3.0Q5.8, up 
12.4 points. The number of 
shares traded by the dose 
slumped to one of the lowest 
levels of the year with just 269 
million changing hands. 

The water and electricity 
utilities made some early 
headway as fund managers 
began the year-end task of 
squaring-up their books. The 
possibility of a wave of corpo¬ 
rate activity in the new year 
also attracted a few buyers. 

Among the water com¬ 
panies. Anglian rose Sp to 
5I8p. North West I4p to 552p. 
Northumbrian, ilp to 726p, 
Severn Trent 7p to 540p. 
Thames. 9p to 492p. and 
Yorkshire, 16p to 523p. 

The RECs had useful gains 
with East Midland up 19p at 
S38p. Eastern. lOp to 779p. 
Manweb, 15p to 855p. Nor- 
web. lip to 850p. Seeboard, 
15p to 477p, South West 9p to 
$74p. South Wales. 19p to 
878p, Southern. Ibp to 807p, 
and Yorkshire. 18p to 707p. 
Bid target Northern Electric 
rose 4p to £10.10. awaiting the 
next move by Trafalgar 
House, up Ip at 75p. 

The selective institutional 
support enjoyed by the phar¬ 
maceutical sector in the run¬ 
up to Christmas was again in 
evidence. Wellcome led the 
way. touching 709p at one 
stage, cheered by the news 
that the group had received 
the go-ahead from the US 
Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion to market two of its 
treatments. Lamictal is used in 
the treatment of epilepsy, 
while Navlebine is to treat 
patients with advanced lung 
cancer. The shares later fin¬ 
ished 2p easier at 703p. 

Earlier this month Glaxo, 

SSL*, 

Euro Disney shares rose on reports of higher admissions 

down 9p at 664p. shares raced 
away on the news that the 
patent on Zantac, its best- 
selling anti-ulcer drug, had 
been extended after the Gatt 
agreement. The patent on one 
of the ingredients of Zantac is 
not now due to expire until 
July 1997. SmithKline Bee- 
cham marked time at 466p as 
did Zeneca at 8S2p. 

Euro Disney stood out with 

tive receivers appointed to 
Athena, its ailing cards and 
and giftware division. The 
troubled retailer said decisive 
action had been needed to end 
Athena's cash drain on its 
resources. Bill McGrath, chief 
executive, said the rest of the 
group continued to trade as 
normal. 

fn October, he gave warn¬ 
ing that pre-tax losses of £36 

It looks like being a prosperous new year for shareholders of 
Eclipse Blinds, tbe window blinds and accessories group. Their 
shares hit a low of 4*2p in August but the price has rebounded 
from 9*2p to 13p in the past month as tbe directors added to their 
holdings. Further share purchases may be on the cards. 

a rise of 18p to 141p in thin 
trading after reporting that 
attendances at the theme park 
near Paris showed a signifi¬ 
cant rise on a year ago. 
Philippe Bourgignon. the 
chairman, said in a radio 
interview that in terms of 
admissions, the current quar¬ 
ter was higher than last year. 

Penfos fell 2p to 14'ip on 
news that the group had 
requested to have administra- 

miltion would mark the low 
point in the groups fortunes. 
Some brokers last night were 
treating the news as positive. 
They pointed out that attempts 
to dispose of the business had 
ended in failure and this latest 
move would have the effect of 
drawing a line across the 
losses and ease the burden on 
the rest of the group. 

Last night. Grant Thornton, 
the receiver, said it had re 

EURO DISNEY: ATTENDANCES GROW 
AND SO DOES THE SHARE PRICE 

'Dec Jan'Feb'Mar' Apr'May'Jun' Jul 

lMniiwtaw ww oofl 

SHARE PRICE 

. FT all-share r^f160 
. index (rebased) 140 

Euro Dfsneyw^Tv i "80 

-V i-*'V--r: - -j- 60 
Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

ceived several approaches 
from companies expressing an 
interest in acquiring all the 
business, or at least parts of it 

Pictures in the newspapers 
over the Christmas holidays 
showed the sales off to an 
early start with high street 
stores packed with shoppers. 
Early indications point to a 
pick-up in consumer spending 
amid evidence that some re¬ 
tailers have had a strong run¬ 
up to Christmas. As a result 
there were gains for King¬ 
fisher, Sp to 43Sp, Marks and 
Spencer, 3p to 39Sp, Body 
Shop. 9p to 191p. Boots, 9p to 
506p, Dixons. 4p to 192p, 
Hamleys, 5p to 190p. and 
WH Smith Group. 8*ap to 
475*2 p. 

Goldsmiths Group, the jew¬ 
eller. climbed 6p to 133p on a 
positive trading statement 
confidently predicting it will 
exceed current City profit fore¬ 
casts in the year to January 31. 
TVading in the month before 
Christmas Eve saw total sales 
rise almost 19 per cent with 
like-for-tike growth during the 
year up 12 per cent. 

Beales Hunter, the electri¬ 
cal supplier, held steady at 
244p on learning of the ap¬ 
pointment of Anthony Hall as 
a non-executive director. 

James Dickie, the engineer, 
which moved from the USM 
to a full listing last month 
slipped 3p to I85p- Hugh Jack, 
has retired as chairman and 
will be replaced by Peter Bul¬ 
lock. a chartered engineer on 

' the boards of the 600 Group 
and Syltone. More board 
appointments are promised. 
□ GILT-EDGED: Gilts en¬ 
joyed an early mark-up on the 
back of a firmer US Treasury 
market overnight in New 
York. London brokers said 
prices were squeezed higher in 
thin trading but dosed below 
best after institutional support 
dried up. In the futures pit, die 
March series of the Long Gilt 
future finished £3/ re better in 
low turnover which saw a 
meagre 2.600 contracts com¬ 
pleted. At the longer end of the 
conventional market. Trea¬ 
sury 9 per cent 2012 hardened 
£3/ib to ElOP/in. while in 
shorts. Treasury per cent 
1999 was one tick ahead at 
£I03s/b. 
□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
shares were lower at midday 
but Mexican and Latin Ameri¬ 
can ADRs moved higher after 
their recent sell-off due to the 
weakness of the Mexican peso. 
The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage was down 19.85 points at 
3,841.84. 

New Yoik (midday): 

s&P Composite- -460L48 ('1.99) 

Tokyo: 
Nikkei Average__ - 19665.53 (-45^3) 

Hong Kong: 
. 826&2Z (-t3.66) 

Amsterdam: 
POP index 

Sydney: 
AO- - 1935^(r263 

Frankfurt 
DAX. - _M 210001 (+180 

Singapore: 

Brussels: 
- 727027(4-14^9) 

Paris 
CAC-40 — — 1927^3 (-28.15) 

Zuritih: 
SKA Gen . - 654-80 (-170) 

London: 

FT-SE Mid 250- 
ft-se Euratncx 100 - 
FT a Alt-Share_ 
FT Non Financials_ 
FT Gold Mines_ 
FT Fixed Interest- 

- 3506.1 (+IS4J) 
134&89H-S9) 

— 153064(^27) 
_ 1657JJ4 (*8.16) 
- 238.4 (*2.7) 
— 109J4 (same) 

Haroalne _ . 13414 
_ 269.6m 

USM (Datastmil- 
US* 

_ 149-23 (-0-19) 
- 1^44) (-00025) 

German Marie- 
Exchange index- 

_ 2.4298 (-00106) 
— 79.5 (-021 

' sank of England official dose (4pm) 
fcECU- 1.2772 
fcSDR-n/a 
UPt_145.3 NOV CL6%) Jan 1987=100 

Asset Mngmm Inv (10Q) 97 
BSkyB 25Vi 

British Assets Grth 64 
British Assets Wts 22 
Clytiepcrt 167 
Euclidian fioo) 97 
Fidelity Spcvuts 470 
Flnsbry SraJr Cos C (100) 98 
First RusSFtS ($1Q) 620 
Fleming Nat Res (100) 92 
For&CoI EmrgC(lOO) 101'a 
Cart Mlou Index (a») 508 
Hydro Inti (80) 83 
INVESCO Korea C 951j 
innovative Techs (120) 123 
Inv Cap Inc Anulty 127 
Inv Cap Units 38 
Kiln Capital (100) 100 
Leg & Gen Recvry (100) 99 
MICE Group (3) 3'« 
Mthsn Lids inv Tst (100) 85 
Murray Emrg Ec (100) 90'= 
RAP Group 138 
RM (175) 206 
Residential Prop 101 
SeaPerfea (120) 129 
Telewest Comm (182) 172'= 
Wellington Under CI0GQ 102 
woodchester units 118 

COwien/p(19C0 37 +3 
Division Grp n/p (100) 17 ... 
Inspirationsn/p(120) 16 ... 
MY n/p (53) ... 
OMI n/p(37) 2 ... 
Saltire n/p (12) ... 
Tomorrows Leis n/p (10) 'x ... 
verity n/p (7'») I ... 
walker Gm bnk n/p (90) (i ... 

RISES: 
Thomson Corp. 765p(+10p) 
DeLaRue.9*9p(+15p) 
Wane.242p(+9pl 

FALLS: 
Lloyds.SSSp (-8p) 
Grand Central.57p (-9p) 
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How to cell-phones 
MOBILE phone operators Cellnet. Vodafone 
and Orange could barely hide their glee at the 
public relations disaster over Mercury One-2- 
One’s free-caU promotion cm Christinas day. 
Network bottlenecks meant 'that a thousand 
customers could not make international calls, 
forcing One-2-One, owned jointly by Mercury 
Communications and US West, to offer 
rebates to the loudest coraplainers. 

However, One-2-One's rivals have little 
reason to look smug and their reaction 
conveniently ignores the cost of their own 
aggressive bids for market share. One-2- 
One’s promotion was merely the highest 
profile campaign in a mad dash to put a 
mobile phone in every pocket and handbag. 

A useful indicator of over-zealous expan¬ 
sion is the amount provided for bad debts by 
the companies. It refers to the value of unpaid 

customer bills and is one measure of the cost 
of soeedine up growth in the market; a wst 
that is hurting all in the industry. Bad debts at 
Vodafone, the largest of the four mobue net¬ 
works,-will cost about £25 million in the .cur-. 
rent financial year, double last year’s figure. 
Customers who do not pay their bilk account 
for roughly half of the amount Fraud, largely 
fictional subscribers, makes up the rest 
. Bad debt is on the rise because the mobile 

phone companies, in their frantic drive to sign 
up customers, have become lax in their credit 
cheeks, offering phones to anyone who walks 
nipright and can prove he has paid a gas buj. 

The £5 million cost of One-2-One'S Christ¬ 
mas promotion pales in comparison to the 
industry's bad debt charges, whim are likely 
to grow as companies take further risks iiLthe 

name of market share. - - - - - - 

Unilever 
UNILEVER scored such a 
magnificent own goal in the 
launch of Its new product, 
Persfi Power that the shares 
spent half the year buried in 
a pile of dirty football kiL 

In the last two quarters, 
the market has come to 
appreciate that the soap ware 
relate to only a small part of 
Unil ever. The huge sums 
invested to promote Persil 
Power were aimed at stem¬ 
ming the leak of customers to 
Procter & Gamble in mar¬ 
kets already experiencing lit¬ 
tle or no growth. The 
percentage of Unilever sales 
involved in soap wais is in 
single figures, outweighed 
by the 20 per cent of the 
group's turnover outside 
Europe and North America. 

Unilever has spent a net 
£550 million on acquisitions 
during 1994. Yesterday's deal 
in Spain is unlikely to make 

Retailing 
THE interregnum between 
Christmas and New Year 
was once a fertile period for 
gossip about the high street 
feast or famine. The tradi¬ 
tional leaks from leading 
store groups have now been 
replaced by January trading 
statements leaving less scope 
for speculation. Goldsmiths 
Group kicked off the season 
with an upbeat message 
which might persuade the 
credulous that all is well. 

Like-for-like sales growth 
of 12 per cent would be 
enough to make the Kingfish¬ 
ers ofthis world slaver at the 
mouth. Goldsmiths did well 
selling its gold jewellery and 
Gucci watches but for a 
typical Goldsmiths' custom¬ 
er, spending several hundred 
pounds, the derision to spend 
an extra 10 per cent is 
unlikely to be critfcaL For 
most retailers, their custom¬ 
ers incomes are not keeping 
pace with the growth in 
supply on the high street 
Retailing space continues to 

the company rich — frozen 
vegetables is a relatively low- 
margin business — but mar¬ 
ket leadership will boost 
Unilever's existing frozen 
veg business and comple¬ 
ment its strong Spanish ice 
cream business. 

Consumer demand in (he 
developing world is where 
Unilever stands to benefit 
the most Unilever has some 

two-thirds of the detergent 
market in Brazil and a 
powerful presence in India, 
boosted yesterday by a link 
between Brooke Bond and 
Kwality ice cream— the 
number one brand. Unilever 
should boost its profits by 
about 10 per cent next year, 
leaving the shares looking 
cheap at 13 times forecast 
1996 earnings. 

MORE POWER THAN PERSIL 

Jun Jul Aug Ssp Oct Nov Dec 

grow and manufacturers are 
trying to pass on raw materi¬ 
al price increases. Mean¬ 
while the shopper is seeing 
more pressing demands on 
his wallet every month as the 
household bills continue to 
move upwards. 

To add to these problems, 
warm weather has delayed 
purchases of winter wool¬ 
lens, and could hurt the 
margins of apparel retailers 
who are likely to be forced to 
cut prices to shift stock off 
shelves needed for spring 
fashions. 

Margin pressure this holi¬ 
day season is likely to be less 
than last year when retailers 
were forced to swallow some 
of the cost of the fall in 
sterling. But a year of 
warnings about tax increases 
and interest rate rises is not a 
diet on which to rear a 
spendthrift shopper. 

The likely outturn for the 
sector is probably a 2-4 per 
cent increase in turnover for 
December. With static mar¬ 
gins investors seeking expo¬ 
sure to high street recovery 

wfl] fly to quality stocks tike 
Marks and Spencer. Boots 
and GUS with the healthy 
balance sheets of the latter 
two offering the potential for 
special dividends. . 

But the sector still looks 
expensive: on forecasts from 
NatWest Markets general 
retailers are at a 14 per cent 
premium to the market as a 
whole on March 1996 earn¬ 
ings. Sometime this year 
sentiment on the high sheet 
ought to catch up with the 
economic growth forecasts 
bandied about in the City and 
trumpeted ad nauseam by 
the Government in the me¬ 
dia. That is likely to coincide 
with the beginning of hopes 
for a tax-cutting Budget that 
will be seized by retailers 
grateful for airy stimulus to 
trade in an environment hos¬ 
tile to price increases. 

Retailers can thrive on 
inflation and next Novem¬ 
bers Budget, with an election 
in the offing, will test the 
Government’s anti-inflation Sand the long-term 

for retailers. 

COMMODITIES DOLLARHATES" 

LONDON 
COMMODITY EXCHANGE 

COCOA 
Dec_«w74 MOT-1024-1022 
Mar__<*Krta85 May KUO DID 
May -983-98I Jul-1043- KHl) 
Jul-992-990 Sup- 1055-1054 
Sep_1000 BID 
Dec-1010 BID Volume 2335 

ROBUSTA COFFEE 5) 
Jan -2920-2815 Sep .  2818-WM 
Mar_2950-2843 Nov_ 2790-2785 
May_2838-2828 Jan_ 2790-2785 
Jul- 2825-2805 Volume 3127 

WHITE SUGAR (FOB) 
Reuters Od-367 JW 7 
Spot: 416.40 Da-350S-54J 
Mar_414.012.5 Mar_354.5-510 
May- 408-506.7 May- 353.0490 
AUR_ 306.0042 Volume. 371 

MEAT & LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

Average raurock prices ai representative 
markets on December 27 

pfkclff) Pig Sheep Cattle (p/kSlw) 

t*/-) _. *056 
EneWales .. 

t%i _ ... -300 

1--/-I.— *1.73 
1%)-....... -210 

-029 *0.<M 
*40 -332) 

1 CIS-LOR (London 6.00pm) 
CRUDE OILS (S/buTd FOB) 

Brenl Physical ___ 1615 +060 
Broil V5 day iFeb).. lb.46 +0.50 
Broil IS day (Mar)_ 16.45 *0.50 
W Texas Intermediate (Febl 17.75 ,0.65 
WTexas Intermediate [Mart 17.75 HI60 

PRODUCTS (S/MT) 
Spot Cl F NW Europe (prompt delivery) 
Premium Gas .15 B: 161 (*3) O: 16' (+3) 

GNI LONDON GRAIN FUTURES 
WHEAT 
(dose £/Q 

BARLEY 
fdoKe/d 

Gasoil EEC ...... 144 (-41 
Non EEC IH Feb 147 (-41 
Non EEC IH Mar 149 Ml 
35 Puei Oil- 98 t-a 
Naphtha ...._ 163 («2) 

144 (-41 145 (*4I 
147 (—41 149 (-*31 
149 Ml 1511*41 
98t-a 100 (-21 

ran _108.45 Jun — -103.75 
Mar _109.75 Mar ..._ -105.75 
Miy __ 111-60 May -107.75 

Sep .- 97.25 
Sep — 
Nov ._ -97 JO 

volume: 188 Volume: 84 

POTATO (E/Q Open Close 
Nov ...... unq unq 
Apr- 277.1 2715 
May---unq 3053 

volume: 78 

RUBBER (No I RSS Of p/k) 
Feta_100.75-10125 

B1FFEX (CM lid Sn/pl) 

35 Puei Ofl- 98 t-a 100 (-21 
Naphtha ...._ 163 («a 165 i*3 

IPE FUTURES (GNI Lid) 
GASOIL 

Jan — 14450-44 75 Apr-unq 
Feb-I47JJW725 MAY 150.75-51.00 
Mar 149.2549jo Vol: 15290 

BKENT (ti-OOpm) 
Feta. 16.43-1644 May .. I6.47-16J0 
Mar - 16.44-16.46 Jun - I6.48-IU.54 
Apr . 16-46-16.48 Vol: 19990 

(Official) (Volume prev day) LON DON METAL EXCHANGE Rudolf Wolff 
Copper Gda a tsitenna-Cash: SFK.O-Wtfco 3mtb: 2974J>-29:5J> Vot MSS2KO 
Lead iSflonneJ_ 6410064200 660.00661.00 81350 
UncSpecHIGdelldonne _. II175-1II8-0 Il43.5-ll44.fi 182200 
Tin (J Tonne)... 5870.058800 597110-5975.0 12000 
Aluminium HI GdeiSrutnnel 19200-1930 S 19505-19513) 424175 
Nickel ts/tonnes_ 8560085700 8735O-8740f) 52674 

High LOW close 
Jan 95 2030 2C05 2010 
Feb 95 2011 2011 2005 
Mar 95 1990 1930 1990 
Apr 95 1905 toco 1909 
vol a, lots open interest: 3283 

UFFE OPTIONS 
ran. 

Scries Jan Apr Jul 
Puts 

Jan Apr Jul 
Culls Pins 

ter Jut Jaa Apr Jul • Jan Sep Mar . 

1*2671 280 
ASDA-60 
fW.-l JO 

(*l»a 160 3 
CAW_ 303 32 
(-389 8 390 ID; 
0.1- 493 W 
1*5174) MS 3'; 
IC1-7 SO 234 
1*763) 800 3', 
Kmgflsbr. 420 23'.- 
1*4374) 460 4 
Land Sec- 600 13 
(IKE) hSO I 
MAS— 390 I*. 
rm 420 3 
Nat west., mo 25 
rsia sso 31.- 
Saimbtuy 390 244 
Mil'll 420 Ci 
Shell_7CO 144 
HOP,} 750 1 
SmU Bcfl 460 15 
P466) S00 2 

Stored*.- TDD Ifft 
(•218-3 220 5 
Trafalgar— 70 6 
rra so i 
Unilever. 1150 31 
(*1166) 1200 8 
Zeneca— 850 4ft 
1*883 900 If: 

■to 99 fiT: 0 F: II BAA- 450 27: 40 — 1 BV — Abby Nat.. 420 2tf, 33 39 14', 2Vi 2b 
71, 26 37 12'.- 22 30 1*474',1 475 Iff; 24 — 8': 18’, — l*433.-l 4ftO 7': I4’f 2140 44 *1 -W 

II'1 21 X>, 4 Thames W *0 M': 48': 57 1 t. Amsoad — IZS 14 rs — 4 7 — 
2'.- II P49l'4 500 8 JA't J4 14', 24 3V, 1*1341 15*1 3 7', - 19 21 — 
7 S': 11 ft 2 3h Barclays - «W 39 4ff, 59 19': 30 37'; 
IV- 3', nsl6';l 650 15': 27 3ft. 4ft 58 65 

12 Jl 38': BAT lnd_ 4 JO Jf 41 44 V: 17 25 Blue Ore. 2SQ 25 3ft 35'.- 7 15 19 
0 IP. 17 r2W:l 300 14 20 26 16 25 29 

Iff; 25 "TO 24': 30 33 5 11 14 
I', 12', Iff, 27, 1*297-0 300 11 Iff) 23 10 Iff, 22, I*3I5'|| 330 a*: 14 Iff: 1ft »i 30 

BrAen>. 400 48', — — □Irons. 180 17', 21', 23‘: S'. 10': 
r. to Ift. 2ft (*433“il 448 ISL. 27: — 2S1, 40 — ri9r=i 200 8 il 14 IS', 17, 21 

17 2l'j 25 0 2': 4', BrTekm- 360 30 40 46'; 2'.- 51: II Font— 240 I3'f 19 3 ft 15 Iff: 
9'j 13 6 10 tfi 

46 53 I ft, IS 
274 36 *, 21 274 
W, - 2 18 - 
144 - 27 47'. - 
414 56 84 324 40 
184 334 39 67, H*- 
38', 44 . J4 134 22 
174 344 25 34 44 
284 364 74 IT1. 29 
94 154 48 U 6fi 

25 33 4 10: 16 
II tg', 2?. 264 33 
38 49 5 234 284 
154 274 334 S3': 574 
384 454 14 9 17 
21 29 13 234 314 
274 38 74 26 
9 18 464 604 614 

30 38'. 7', 204 27 
13 214 35 44 50 
254 294 It: 34 V. 
124 IT1: 6 114 15 
10 13 I 34 5 
S 8 6 9 Iff. 

58 74 id 3?, 474 
34 50 38 634 75 
» 72 34 254 344 
31 46 27 51 « 

_Sqic FcbMarAttg FtbMarAw 
Gmd Mel. 390 25 35 42 84 14 20 
Ml 21 420 8 20 27 344 29: 35 
Ladbrolu:.. 160 IS4 194 244 3 84 04 
1*1714) I* 44 9 15 12 19 20 
U>d BlK _ 330 124 18 25 10 214 11‘. 
1*3319 360 3 7 14 31 42 444 

December 24.19«4 Tut IMS? Cafi. «49 
Pi* 7235 FT-SE C* 4753 Put 12S 
H.'nderljiH^ wearily price. 

1*3851 390 
Cadbiuy- 430 
MJ2) 460 
Guinness. 420 
(*4544| 
GEC-260 
1-2761 280 
Hanson— 220 
1*2344) 240 
LASMO-. 140 
PI44I 160 
Lucas-200 
ra»i) 220 
PflUngm.. inO 
TIM) ISO 
PrudenUal .TO 
TOI‘4 3J0 
scdbnd-. 4«o 
C4704I 500 
R-Royce iso 
PI801 200 
Tesco_mo 
(-248) 260 
vodalane 30 
1*211) 217 
williams. 300 

Iff: 2Ps I7i 17 Wi 
22*1 294 374 54 17 194 

6 12 194 29 42 434 

10 144 33 
254 264 I 
13 144 7 

40 47 si l'i 6 U Lonrtw— . 140 14': 20 22': 34 6'; 9 
I2-; 21': 2ft 1ft 24‘; 28 H5I'.-I 160 4', Iff, 13 I31. IT Ift; 
Jff; 27, 31'r 2 4', 8'; Scars_ . 110 6'. 9 9 6 8 8 
7, Ift 19^ 9 12 18 i'll® 120 3 S 5 12 144 144 

18 21 24 lh ft 8': Thm Emi 1000 594 85 944 154 24 38 ft 10 IT; ffr I4'i Ift 1*1031';) 1050 304 5ft 65': 37 4S*, 62 
9 I31# 17 4 8 ft TumUita - . 220 13', 2) 234 7 114 16 
1': ft ft 17 Iff; 20 C22M 240 5 12 14 19 *,■ 27 

I21! 1ft 25 9t Iff, W; TSB_ 220 214 25 W. ff: *ff. 13 
4 9S Ift 17 22 24'r (*23fi) 240 10 144 14': 164 Iff: 3 ft I41! Ift 4 6 ft. WeHcnme. 700 42'.- 59 72'.- 37': 48 57, 
2 6 ft: 17 18 2£T: 1*702'.-) 750 2I'.- 3ft 52 68 78 87 

27'. 31’: 36 ft 11 Ift 
9, 144 204 I 51. 264 29 

25 354 41', 10 25 314 
74 18 234 33 S2 56 
74 13 17 64 12 144 
l'i Pi 94 2ff. 254 27 

13 19 23 -t II 14 
34 II 134 M 22 25 

16 224 3 7 10 
v. - - Iffi - - 

344 314 344 3 10 II 
7 144 19 IS 25 26 

FT-SE INDEX 1*3098) 
2950 3000 3050 3100 9150 H00 

165 122 494 S', 12 
l»ft ISffi 120 <W, 64 49 

212 1744 141 109 84 6T; 
til 1844 156 Iti 1034 82'. 
- 217. - 157'. — 112 

8’r 13 25 444 71 IIP: 
264 Jff. 53': 77, ft) IN'; 
45 58*; 7S', 94 1 iff 147, 
55*. W: 89 no 137 1734 
— 93 — 1334 — 188 

Glam_WU 26 44', 614 Iff. JT. 4ffi 
1-664) 700 51! 22 29, 40 604 6T- 
H5BC- . TOO 33 «4 Wr Pi » 45 
r72l| 750 ( .Vi 454 MS 65 734 
Haller— 460 22 35 46 34 164 234 
P4754I 5TO 44 16>: 2T: 36 38 444 

Series FtfcMay Jd FcbMay Jd 

RryaliK. 260 254 M 35 34 II 13 
P2WJ 3D G W »i U TO. W, 

_Scries Mar Jm StpMar Jim Sqi 

Flams.. . 110 Iffi I.V; 17 74 II 124 
riid} 120 6': 10 12’.- 14 17 184 

_Scries FebMajAug FefrMayAng 
Easien)GpJ50 434 66 70 17 32 46 
V'fflta BOO 18 41 544 434 574 73 

_Scrip Mar Jun Sep Mar Jan Sep 

Nail Pwr_ 460 51 62 67 5 134 l« 
1*4991 500 24'. 37 44 18 294 35 
Scol Pwr_. 330 30'. 41 * 9 144 214 
1*3531 .VO K 25'. jrj; 2?, 284 

Period Open Higfa Low Sen Vol 

FT-SE 100 Mar 95._ 31300 3I43D 3II7D 31 ISjJ 5105 
Previous open Interest: 58703 Jon 95 - 3IJOO 0 

FT-SE 250 Mar9S 35200 0 
Previous open Interest 3925 Jun 95 ... 0 

Three Month Sterling Mar 95 _ 92.71 92.71 9Z46 926b 5528 
previous open Interest: 395701 Jun 95 - 9100 9100 91.97 91.97 862 

Sep 95 .. 91.52 9152 91.49 91.48 708 

Three Mth Eurodollar Mar95.. 9182 0 
Previous open Interest 2076 Junta? ... 9207 0 

Three Mth Euro DM Mar 95 _ 94.48 <HA9 94.45 94.4S 5330 
Previous open intense 668469 Juntas _ 94.10 94.12 94 OS 94D9 1643 

Long Gilt Decta4 .. 103-12 103-12 103-10 1034)9 240 
Previous open Interest: 120007 Mar 95 „ ID-15 102-24 102-1J 102-14 3990 

Japanese Govmt Bond Martas _ 108.77 108.77 108.60 1084.3 1256 
Jun 95 107.940 

German Gov Bd Bund MartaS... W.98 9007 89.75 89.75 22811 
Previous open Interest: IffTOI Jun 95 «J5 MJ5 80.23 144 

Three month ECU Mar 95 ._ 9X34 93 J5 93-37 93J7 423 
Previous open i merest 19682 Jun 95 - 9195 92.95 9187 9287 215 

Euro Swiss Franc Martas.. 95.43 95 Jl OS.43 95JI 686 
Fwvtom open interest 33358 Jun 95 ... 99.15 95 Jl 95.15 95J2 I0P 

Italian Govmt Bond MartaS- 100.05 too JO 99.7] 99.76 TftiS 
Previous open Interest: 43975 Jun 95 _ 99.06 0 

MONEY RATES (%) 

Base Rales: Clearing Banks 6‘. Finance Hse 6>.- 
Discoam Marfcel Loans O/nlghr high: 5 Low 4 Week fixed: 54 
Treasury MBs (EHs^Buy: 2 mth 6:3 mih 64. Sell: 2 mth 5".; 3 mdi: 6. 

Sterling Money Rates 
Interbank 

Local Authority Dtps 6 n/o 6'» 7 V. 
Sterling CDs 644% trirff. 6,,u^u 7V7'i, 
Dollar CDs 6XMM n/a 6.3XU0 6.9ft6il7 7St-754 
BnBding Society CDs 6-5‘V 6>ir6l, 7*6"i» 
ECGD: Fixed Rate Sierilng Expan Finance. Make-up day. Nov 3a 1994 Agreed rales 
Dec 26.1994 to Jan 24. 1994 Scheme lit: 7_J9 %. Reference rate Nov I. 1994 to Nov 3a 
1994 Scheme IV &V: 6.107 %. 

VT~‘ EUROPEAN MONEY DEPOSITS (%) 

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth h nitli 12 mth 
5'Vfl“w 6>aS»u fi'w-ff'u 6"^6"a 
6'ir-5ni» ffiv*1; VrV. 7'«-7 7uw7"w 

4. 
ff.-ff. 6V6>. 7V7 7uw7"» 

6 n/n 6'. 7 7*. 
5uii-5". 6VC. 7V7*i» 

6D94.06 n/a 6.3XU0 6.904X87 7J7-7J4 
6-5"u 6*ir6'. 7-6"i» Tr7"» 

Cnrrency 7 day ! mth 3 mth 6 mth Can 
Doflar 5‘rri'. W4 tfrVr b'i-6 
Dentsdieanriu SV-5'w SV-5'.. 5*i-5'; 5*w4r» 
French Franc P^S'i 5uirPt 6*rfi 6W. 5*1-4'. 
Swiss Franc 44-4'. 4VJ. 4'r4', 4'H1, 4'r3'. 
Yen: r«-z 2'rrlr 2W. 2V2'« 2*rl'j 

v GOLD/PREC IOUS METALS (Baird & Co) 

Bullion: Open *381.80-382.30 Close *381^0-38220 Hl^r *38210-38250 
Low: *381 JO-381 90 AM: 1381JQ PM: 081.75 

Krugerrand: Sn/a ffn/a) 

Platinum: 3417.25 IC270X15) Silver: *4X1 (£3.1151 Palladium: *156.10 KIOUS) 

STERUNG SPOT AND FORWARD RATES 
Mia Rales Tor c 
Amsterdam_ 
Brussel?_ 
Copenhagen— 
Dublin..- 
Frankfurt_ 
Lisbon_ 
Madrid- 
Milan___ 
Montreal_ 
New York_ 
Oslo-- 
Parts... 
siodtnolm_ 
Tokyo__ 
Vienna.. 
Zurich- 
Source: Eitd 

9 Range 
27156-27315 

49.79-50.17 
9J14M.5730 
IJttM.0142 
24240-24397 
248.96-250.79 
2Q52.V20652 

2534 50-2344^0 
21635-21720 
1.5430-1-S472 

105810-10.6490 
SJ750-8.4250 

1121720-11.6320 
154.72-155.42 

17.09-17.18 
20478-20625 

(Tm# 

17156-27190 
49.79-49J9 

WI4O9J290 
IJ0101-1J0128 
24240-24272 
248.96-24059 
205J3-205J3 

2534.50-2537.80 
21642-21672 
13430-15440 

105810-105970 
8.37HMJ890 

115720-11J960 
154.74-155X11 

17.09-17.13 
20478-20508 

I montfl 
Vipr 
5-lpr 

Spr-Sds 
Zpr-par 

Vipr 
sfticotu 
AM2dJ 

5-7ds 

3 motuh 
V.pr 

16-11 pr 
Vipr 
i*6ds 
'^’.pr 

239-262US 
»-l Igds 

I4-I6ds 
OX)5HW)3pr aoi-ai4ds 
par-O.CCpr OJllpr-aoids 

Australia ... 
Austria- 
Belgium (Com)_ 
(-anariq . 
Denmark_ 
France_ 
Germany_ 
Hong Kong _ 
Ireland_ 
Italy- 
Japan___ 
Malaysia___ 
Netherlands _ 
Norway___ 
Portugal- 
Singapore —... 
Spain_ 
Sweden __ 
Switzerland- 

_1-2853-1-2861 
-1U07-IMS 
- 3235-3237 
-1.4032-1.4037 
-6.17806.1810 
- 54390-5.4410 
- 1-5743-1.5754 
_7.7390-7.7400 
-I-5275-1.5290 
-1644 00-1645.00 
- 100J3-100.40 
_ 25628-25635 
«...— 1.7640-1.7650 
_ 6.8715-08745 
_161.78-161-88 
_ 1.4643-1.4650 
-133.24-133-34 
_ 7.4976-7.5076 
- 1-3302-1JJI2 

OTHER STERLING 

Argentina peso*_ 
Australia dollar_ 
Bahrain dinar_ 
Brazil real*_ 
Qrprus pound__ 
Finland markka.. 
Greece drachma_ 
Hong Kong dollar_ 
India rupee_ 
Kuwait dinar KD_ 
Malaysia ringgit .- 
Mexico peso -.. 
New Zealand dollar_ 
Pakistan rupee_ 
Saudi Arabia riyal _ 
Singapore dollar __ 
5 Africa rand (tin)_ 
S Africa rand (com]_ 
UAL dirham_ 
Barclays Bank GTS • 

— 1.5417-1.5443 
- 1.9856-1.9878 
- 0.57643.588 
- 1.3130-13150 
_0.74-0.75 
- 7345-7.461 
_ 373-25-380.25 
_ 0.4643414647 
_ 48.03-W.99 
- 045941469 

3.9588-3.9611 
-n/a 
...... 24030-24046 
- 47jX) Buy 

5.7325-5.8588 
— 22619-22637 
...... 02930-6.3281 
— 5^966-5.5033 
-5.6IO-5.734 
UovdsBank 

FT-SE VOLUMES 

Premium * pr. Discount ■ ds 

31 174 
ASDA Gp 5.800 
Abbey Nad 1.400 
Alld DOm 959 
Argyll Gp 2400 
Arjo Wlegn 187 
AB Foods 192 
BAA 1.400 
BAT Fndi \J0D 
BOC 1.100 
BP 4.700 
BTR 2600 

ST , 3*2CO 
Bk of Scot 699 
Barclays I.9CO 
Bass 865 
Blue Orcle «2 
Bools 1.400 
Bowater 446 
Brit Aero 4oi 
Bril Alrwys 903 
Bni Gas osoo 
Bril Sled 1.800 
Burmah Csti 299 
Cable wire 3.100 
Cadbuiy 793 
Caradon bus 
Carlton Cms 292 
cm union 115 
Courlauldt 635 
De La Bue 57S 
Eastern Elec <*« 
Emerproil ibi 
Forte id 

Gen Elec lico 
Glaxo 1.900 
Granada 273 
Grand Mei 1.70a 
Guinness boc 
HSRC 492 
Hanson SJOo 
ICI 
inchcapc 310 
fclngristwr 43J 
Uui broke 3.500 
Innd Secs 302 

Legal & Gn 211 
Lloyds Bk 3.000 
MEPC 802 
Marks Spr I.IGO 
Natw« Bk 2500 
Na Power go! 
Nth Wstw 954 
P40 357 
Pearson 567 
PowerGen 668 
Prudential 2500 
RMC 269 
KTZ 914 
Rank Org 2000 
Reddti Col 422 
Redland 827 
Reed inti 212 
Renrold! 450 
Reuters 921 
Rolls Royer? ijzco 
RylIns 753 
Ryl HtSCMi 220Q 
Salnsbuiy UXO 
Schroders N9 
Scot a New 765 
Scot Power 1.600 
Sean 1,600 
Svm Trent 402 
Shell Trans 1,700 
5iebe 174 
SmKI Bch 1.100 
Smith Nph 984 
Sthem Elec 681 
stdChartd 799 
sun Ailnce 1,400 
T1 GP 273 
TSB 1200 
Tesco 874 
Thames w «o 
Thm emi ijno 
Tomldns 1.700 
Unilever 572 
Utd Bl5C 1,100 
Vodafone 1,900 
wartmrg(SC) 688 
Wellcome 1.000 
wtntbread 521 
wnms Hid 7Z7 
WolseJey 12s 
Zeneca 873 

Dec 28 Dec 27 
nriddjy dme 

AMP toe 72S 12f. 
AMU COrp S2S ST. 
AT * T SIS SIS 
Abbott Uto 32ft 3?. 
Adranard Micro 24 
Aetna life 4?s 47s 
AtrauiuM (HR IDS Ifis 
Air Prod • Chon 44s 44s 
AJbenMni 29-. 29s 
Alcoa Alarmun 251. 2y. 
Alco 5iandant W. us 
Allied signal Ms jss 
Alum 00 « Am 95. 85'. 
Aoiu cold me ss ss 
Amerada Hen 45 45S 
Amer Brands J7S I7S 
Amer n PWwr JJ 1 M 
Amer Exp rets »s 2»s 
Airier cent carp 28S 28*. 
Amcr Home Pr us 64 
Amer infl W. 9P. 
Amer Sums 2W. iff. 
Amerltedi 4 is 4IS 
Amoco 58S 58'. 
Ajibnser-Bosch SIS 5IS 
Apple Computer 38'. yr. 
Archer Dankli 30s xy. 
Aimeo ff, o'. 
Aimsmts wrM 3r, ye. 
Asarco 29. 29S 
AlhUnd Oil 34S J4S 
AH UCMleM 102S itu 

I Auto Dab Pro 59S S9. 
Aswjr Dennison JP. ISS 
Aion Produce nr, tO>. 
Baker Hughes iss w, 
■arum Cat 6 El 22S 22S 
Banc One 25’, 25". 
BankAmrrKa 39i 4ff. 
Bank of NY 29S 3ffi 
BankCTJ Tf NY 57 57S 
Bararn Banks 39 31'. 
Bauich ai lamb yy, 341, 
Boner imi 2?s 2T. , Bean trtcknm -ws nr. 
Bell Atlantic 51 si . 
BdlSouUj 54S 54S 
BtacS a Decker MS 24', 1 
Block (HAN JTS 37S 
■ueing <T. 47s . 
Bofce cascade *■, ay. 1 
Bwden me u. tr. 
■rtstol Myn Sq 59-, SOS 
Browning perils 29. 29. 
Brunswick ins igs 
BarUngnm Nttm 4*s 4s1. 
CBS ST, SIS 
cna Financial ms «6. 
CPC tnU S2S sj 
CSX (A 60 
Campbell Soup 44S «s 
Can Pidflt iss iss 
Cpd CWes ABC 85s os', 
Carolina Pwr w. as1, 
QUerpniar 54s 551. 
antral * sw 27. 22*. 
Ctamrpfcra tral 36S w. 
Cbax Manbai ms ms 
cbemlcal Bk 36S ms 
Chevron Cmp 44S 45 
Chjystar 49 -ws 
Chubb Corp 77S 77 
dsna Cup 87. 82S 
Oltaxp 4ff, 4ffi 
Ooros 58', SSS 
Oustai CUp S'. 2SS 
Coca cna Hs sr. 
CnksJJB-PaWotWi 67, 63 
Qriunuua Cas 24 24S 
Compaq comp 39, w. 
Camp AB IIU 48 48*. 
Canaan J1S 31S 
Cant Edison 2SS 31. 
Cons Nat Gas A5S »s 
Com Hall 48S n*. 
Cooper Inds U 34s 
Comine Inc 30s JDS 
Crown Ctarit 38S 38S 
Dona tup 23S 24 
Dayton Hudson t>7S w. 
Deere 65S M 
D«o Air UDe 50S 50S 
Ddnxp corp ». 26. 
Detroit Edtsn »s 
Dm&fli Equip 34S ms 
Dll lam Dept St 26 26S 
Disney (MO 46s w, 
Dominion WWW. 
DoneQev put) 29. 29. 
Dora Corp SR 57. 
DOW ammcai er. « 
Dow tones 30S 31 
Dresser iff. Iff, 
Duke Power MS Ms 
Dun a arastreet w. 
Da Pant SOS » 
Eastman Kodak 47S 47. 
Elion core 49S 49S 
Emerson EMK 62s 62S 
Enaeibanl core 22 S 

Dec 2f Dec 27 
maUay dose 

Enron cup 30 29. 
Enmity 2tS 21S 
Erbylcorp 9S PS 
Exxon 6IS bis 
FMC COrp ST, 58 
FPL Croup 35 MS 
Federal Express S9S S9. 
Fed Nai Mige Hs 72s 
First CTUC08O 47S 47', 
First uueraare W. b8*. 
First Union Pity os os 
Fleet Fml Grp 3is «s 
Fluor Corp 44S 45 
Ford Motor ip. zr. 
GTE Corp JOS JOS 
Gannett 57. ST* 
Gaff tee Dal 29. 29. 
Gen Dynamics 43S 4JS 
Gen Eledilc sis sis 
Gen Mills 571. S71. 
Gen Motore 4IS 41S 
Gen Retnsurince I2bs I271, 
Gen Signal E ns 
Genuine Pans 3V. X. 
Georgia pac 72s ?j 
GllklU 7b 7b 
Glaxo ADR 20S 29. 
Goodrich (BFl 44s -wh 
Goodyear Tire jjs Ja1. 
Grace iwjuij 39 ms 
Grt Atl Pae Ttaa I8S 18>. 
Great wjtn Fin ios ies 
HaJllbunon jjs ms 
Huwon General Ms jss 
HeU* fttn W. J7s 
Hercules I13S 114'. 
Hersbey poods 4SS 49 
Hewlett padcuu ia>, iar. 
HUon Hotels 67-. 67'. 
Home Depot w. 46', 
HojiKsnke Mng I7S 16'. 
Honeywell JOS 29. 
Household I nil *>'. Mr, 
Houston tnds iss jss 
Humane 2T. 23 
ITT Core 8bS 89. 
Illinois Tool 42', 43', 
nimora 23b 21% 
p«0 29 29. 
inpenolr Rand ji>. 
Inland Sted 34S 35 
i«ei cup o2s ays, 
IBM 7T. 74S 
Ind Flav » Fr 46s 46>. 
tod Paper 7P. 7w, 
Jams rarer Va 2ff. 20. 
Jhnsn A JJuim 55-, ,■■. ! 
KeUom stF." 99' 
kerffMcciee <6s 46S 
KimbarlyCUrk 51 sis 
Knian izs 12s 
Krugbt-Ridder sffi Sff, 
UU? (Etfl tfi, 6SS 
limned tnc its ic, 
tpi Bntotng I#, 143s 
Lincoln na 19. KU 

37S Ss 
LB Clalbome iy, 15s 
P“**ieed 7is 72. 
LniUlana Pie Z7'i By, 
MQ comm its ibs 
Marriott mi as zr. 

Dec 28 Dec 27 
mxtday dose 

Marsh A MCLnn 79. 7«r! 
T«p 2JS 29. 

May Dq« SI J3S IV. 
M^WR Cmp IS IS 
McDonalds 29s jp, 
McDonnell D U2>. 1411, 
MiGtaw HU 6? «s 
Mead corp nr, 4™, 
««nr,n(e w. as 
Mellon Bk », jm, 
Hdvuie c«p •ff. r*, 
Men* lne jr, T 
Merrill lynch x, x, 
Minnesota Mine S3 sjs 
Mobil Corp 85'. £s 
Monunro at ur. 

S5S ss- 
M«orota me 58s w. 
Natl Medical 14s iT 
NaB Semi w| !1 
Nail Serefoe Ind 25>. MS 
Navtair iru iss If? 
NBD Bancorp as 28s 
NY Times a 21*r 21S 
Newmont Miq 34'. 34s 
Njag Mohawk us us 

. * 74S 76'. 
Nt indusotta I2-, 
jWram Energy 5s y, 
Nordstrom 4|.H ijy, 
Norfolk Sihrn so>. cap. 
Whn So# Pm «ss 451 
Notwen c«p 23 s 23 
Nyraa Corp 37S 37., 
onrWemri Pel iba, .q, 
onto Edison 19 J 
Oracle Systems 44*. 45 
orya Energy Co im jts 

Owens Cuming 
PNC Financial 
PPG tndiMWa 
Paccar inc 
PadDrarp 

Par Teles Is *9 
Pan core 19 
Panhandle East |« 
Parker Hannifin 45 
Peco Energy 24 
Penney BO « 
Pennzfill «]' 
Pepslco M 
Pfizer 771 
Ptwtps ttadge 61 
Philip Moms ;r 
Phillips per r.' 
Pitney Bowes 31 
PoUiold XT 
PrtceCosico 12 
Proaer * Gmtal 62 
ProvMJan jf 

OiuktT Oats 30s 
Saloon Purina 44. 
Baychem Corp « 
Raytheon 6P» 
Beebofc ind 30, 
Reynolds Metals 49s 
Roadway Sivcs S6 

3ff. 304 
2ft 22 
38 384 
X". 444 
18'. HP. • 
33*. 2ff. . 
244 244 
29 294 
19 19 
IV. Iff. 
4S>. 45*. 
24*. Iff. 
4?. 424 
4J4 434 
Jo'. 3ff. 
774 774 
614 614 

S64 
334 334 
314 324 
321. 3Z. 

624 ty. 
314 314 
264 27 
J04 Jff. 

to ISS 
6P> 63% 

toadwjw Sivcs S6 57 
Rockwell inti 35s yp, 
Rohm 8 Haas S7S 57S 
swalftrtch I07-. 1 op. 
Rubbermaid 2Ss 28". 
Safeco c«p si-. 52 
SI Paul’s Cos 44*. 44% 
Salomon Inc 37', 371, 
SUlU Fe PBC !7\. ly, 
Sara lee Core 29. 29. 
Soecorp IS'. 15'. 
Scherlne Plough 74'. 79, 
Schhunberper 511. w, 
stMT Paper 69, (#, 
Srapani » jrv, 
Sean Roebuck 451. 45. 
Shea Trans 64'. 
SBerwtn wiims 33 331, 
Styling Corp IT, |7>, 
Snep43n-TUUs 331. 33'. 
Sotuhem Co 2ff. iff. 
srewtssem Ben am 41s 
Sprint core rn 2fr", 
Stanley Worts 37s 37-. 
San company a>, zg,, 
stm Mftmyy m-. xt. 
Simartzsi 491 
Supervaio 2S 251. 

Corp 25'. a-, 
TKW Inc 65'. 65*, 
TCC lnds T. r! 
Tandem Camp 17 17 

Corp 5ft. so 
2ff, 2CP, 

Temple inland 46'. 45*. 
Termed] 42', 421 
TeiflCO 6ffi 6| 
Texas Ins 75>. 7W. 
Tans Utilities 32 ST 
Textron ay. m 
Time Warner 34. 34-, 
Tto»Mlrr« 31,. 
nnutn 35s ^ 
TUriimark w, 351- 

Tratmmeria sff. so 
J™?34" 3*1 ST. 

^Sbs 3s % 
u"’"6 ST £ 
USX Marathon 16% itfl' 
Untarn 24 -u 

SStaT?.™ lWk l^- Union cunp 4ff. ml 
Union Carbide 29, yi 
Union PaelDc 471. 

U|^flroSp f £ 

ffsa0"* a M-* 
US Wesi 

HEJJ®. ]?>* 6T. 639 
u22hLCD,P ^ a* 

WTO Tedl 36*. m 
WaKMan Surra 2)1, Jp, 

ftrgo |49. 14^ 

E E 
® f1, 

^efeyiwraiir v, JJ, 

a® 

lift. 117V 
4ff. 

J 
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THE 
TIMES 

“He calls it a fall in 
confidence — I call 

it a hangover” 

Nowyou see it 
OUR call (City Diary, De¬ 
cember 22) to help jind a 
new name for British 
Invisibles, because the org¬ 
anisation bas had great 
difficulties in explaining 
itself properly to foreign¬ 
ers. has met with a wide 
response. PR group Lad- 
gate Pollen offers Export 
Services, Inconspicuous 
Earnings, Spiritual Earn¬ 
ings. Transparent Earn¬ 
ings. Obscure Services. 
Pram a reader in Surrey 
comes: Abstract Assets, 
Multi Asset Exports, and 
Export Resources Interna¬ 
tional Or how about “UK 
Commercials*? 

Clare vision? 
IS Clare Spottiswoode's 
Ofgas, the gas industry 
watchdog, about to be 
taken over by Ernst & 
Young, die accountancy 
firm? Or is the regulator 
about to be put into receiv¬ 
ership? What else am I to 
deduce from Ofgas? Christ¬ 
mas card, which an¬ 
nounces a series of new; 
telephone numbers which, 
when dialled, connects you 
with E&Y? 

Colin Campbell 

The theory is right, but will 
Clarke’s jobs package work? 

CITY 
DIARY 

■ — —♦- 

An altogether 
bland affair 
LOYAL employee share¬ 
holders of NFC will get 
their first taste of life under 
their new chairman at the 
transport group's annual 
meeting on January 28. 
Last year’s jamboree at 
Wembley was accompa¬ 
nied by lashings of food 
and drink and subsidised 
travel to the meeting, but 
Sir Christopher Bland is 
dearly not in the mood to 
celebrate his appointment 
to the top job. The ACM 
budget, of about £250,000, 
has been cut and the party 
is being held in more sober 
premises in Harrogate, 
without video screens. 
“The frills will be gone.” 
said a spokesman for 
NPC. “There wfli be no 
refreshments, to start 
with”.. Any wagers on 
how many shareholders 
will now bother to turn up? 

Nuisance fall 
THE dummy questions 
some City switchboards 
get asked! Vera, who pre¬ 
fers to keep her number a 
secret, had to deal with the 
following: “What time do 
they turn off the Niagara 
Falls?”. She replied: “7pm 
during die week, and 8pm 
at the weekends.” The 
supplementary question 
was: “What! every day?” 
“Yes,” she said, and pulled 
the plug. 

Body and brain 
AUDITORS at Coopers & 
Lybrand are good at their 
figures. How do I know? 
Because Ruth Leung, who 
works in Coopers’ Bris¬ 
bane office, recently made 
it to the final of the Miss 
Universe Australia con¬ 
test. “1 believe that work¬ 
ing in a large professional 
services firm such as Coo¬ 
pers & Lybrand gave me . 
an upper hand in reaching 
the finals because the 
judges were looking for 
people who were able to 
apply their brains, carry 
on an intelligent conversa¬ 
tion and also present 
themselves well" Ruth 
says. Three UK audit 
groups have expressed in¬ 
terest should Ruth wish to 
join the UK firm. 

Douglas McWilliams 
and Mark Pragnell 
look at the rationale 
behind the Budget 

centrepiece W ith a week proving to be a 
long time in politics, it Is 
becoming difficult to re¬ 
member that the centre¬ 

piece of the 1994 Budget was a package 
of 12 separate measures to reduce 
unemployment. 

Normally when a series of measures 
are packaged together like this it 
reflects either an attempt in Whitehall 
to give measures of individual unim¬ 
portance sufficient scale to merit a 
headline or an inability to decide 
between competing claims for funding 

! ending in a messy compromise to share 
the money ouL 

But this package is different. In the 
past ten years, research into the causes 
of persistently high unemployment in 
the UK and elsewhere in Europe has 
come up with useful information about 
the causes. What is impressive about 
the Budget package is how closely it 
reflects the results of this research. 

There is considerable agreement 
about the factors destroying jobs in 
Europe, from a theoretical point of 
view, jobs are lost when the return to 
an employer from employing someone 
fells below that person’s total costs of 
employment. And while the costs of 
employment in Europe have risen 
gradually but persistently, the return 
to employers from employing people 
has in many cases been reduced by the 
increasing ability to use cheaper lab¬ 
our-saving technology or labour from 
other economies with low costs. 

The OECD estimates that in the 
major Western economies 10 to 15 per 
cent of all jobs are destroyed each year. 
But in most years this is more than 
offset by the jobs created. The annual 
change in the total number employed 
in Europe as a whole has ranged from 
minus 1.9 per cent to plus 1.6 per cent, 
implying that job creation each year 
must be more or less on the same scale 
as job destruction. 

In theory, unemployment could be 
reduced by slowing the pace of job 
destruction or raising the pace of job 
creation. But the OECD, in its Jobs 
Study, concluded that the main ways 
governments might try to slow the pace 
of job destruction through legislated 
work-sharing or through trade barri¬ 
ers are likely to be counter-productive 
in the Jong term because they will 
make the economy less flexible: In¬ 
creasing the pace of job creation is 
therefore seen as the most-promising ■ 
route for reducing unemployment 

The first question an economist 
might ask when seeking an explana¬ 
tion for persistent unemployment is • 
why it does not cause wages to fell to a 
level where the unemployed are priced 
into work. 

One answer is that a qualitative 
distinction exists between tire impact 
on the labour market of those in work 
— the so-called “insiders" — and those 
out of work — the “outsiders". This 
theory argues that the insiders are 
capable of obtaining increases in 

Long-term unemployed are becoming a greater proportion of the UK jobless 

wages even when there is a large 
number unemployed. As a result, 
inflationary pressures can persist at 
the same time as high unemployment 
Such inflationary pressures limit the 
ability of the authorities to pursue 
expansionary economic policies. 

This distinction between insiders 
and outsiders can be extended by 
showing that the long-term unem¬ 
ployed (those who have been unem¬ 
ployed for more than a year) have even 
less effect on the rate of wage inflation 
than other unern- _ 
played — in other 
words, they are even £ SP3 
more outside the lab- w 
our market This .fot- ^ 
group of outriders is 
becoming a greater COSl 
proportion of the UK 
jobless. linem 

Why should the in- ~W1J 
riders have this extra • - / rirnp 
bargaining power? * 
One reason1- is ’ that • • and IT 
employers lack infor- _ 
reatiem — they do not 
know how good potential recruits 
might be. They therefore play safe and 

s a large laid off. there may be firing costs, such 
a result, as redundancy payments, 
persist at The unemployed may also have 
ployment difficulty finding suitable jobs. Search^ 
limit the mg for work takes time, effort and 

to pursue money. These costs provide a disincen- 
ies. tive for outsiders to look for employ- 
i insiders merit. In addition, accepting a job can 
ended by involve the unemployed in further 
m unem- costs. Apart from the costs of losing 
en unem- state benefits. Simon Burgess has also 
have even drawn attention to job acceptance 
e inflation costs, such as the cost of working 
_ clothes and the cash¬ 

flow costs of travelling 

6 Searching 
for work’ 
costs the 

unemployed 
time, effort.?<{* 

try to bring those most 
and moneys outside *e law 

J market more closely 
in touch with it by 

I recruits measures to improve employers' infor- 
i safe and mation about potential employees, to 

try to get more out of their current staff reduce the costs of employment, to cut 
rather than risk employing new people employees' search costs and to reduce 
who may not be up to the job. Another job acceptance costs. 
reason is that companies face hiring 
and firing costs. Taking on workers 
involves recruitment costs, administra¬ 
tive costs and costs of training because 
most jobs require job-specific skills. 
These hiring costs are compounded by 
the fear dial if new recruits have to be 

The expansion of the Work Trial 
scheme, which allows employers to 
take on at no cost those unemployed far 
more than six months for a three-week 
trial period, is an attempt to bring the 
outsiders in by bridging the informa¬ 
tion gap. It gives employers the chance 

to find our how good potential recruits 
are before they have to pay for them. 

The Budget' also included measures 
that recognise the problems faced by 
employers when hiring the long-term 
unemployed. The 0.6 per rent cut in 
employers’ National Insurance contri¬ 
butions for all employees earning less 
than £205 a week and the one-year N1 
holiday for firms employing those 
jobless for more than two years both 
reduce the hiring costs that make firms 
reluctant to employ new workers. The 
pilot Workstart Schemes, which will 
benefit about 5.000 people at a cost to 
die Treasury of £8 million, will 
compensate employers for their hiring 
oasts by providing grants for those who 
take on the long-term unemployed- Hie 
new arrangements for payment of 
National Insurants and PAYE quar¬ 
terly rather than monthly will also 
reduce the administrative burden of 
job creation for small firms. 

The Budget increased funding for 
programmes to alleviate the costs of 
searching for employment. Commun¬ 
ity Action attempts to reduce the search 
costs of 4.000 long-term unemployed 
by providing work experience ami help 
in looking for work. The Jobseekers 
Allowance will provide direct compen¬ 
sation for search costs faced by the 
unemployed and will penalise those 
who do not actively hum for work. The 
national extension of 1-2-1 interviews 
and Workwise courses target the 
particular problems that fare jobseek¬ 
ers aged between IS and 24. 

The measures to ease the transition 
info work are dear attempts to reduce 
the job acceptance costs faced by the 
long-term unemployed. The decision to 
exempt the Back-to-Work Bonus from 
tax means the long-term unemployed 
will receive greater compensation for 
the costs they face. The Jobfinder’s 
Grant, an average payment of £200 to 
those unemployed for more than two 
years who find work, tries “to 
cover.. .start-up costs”. Improvements 
in the payment of family credit and the 
four-week honeymoon for rent and 
council tax support help to mitigate a 
major job acceptance cost the cost of 
losing social security benefits. It may appear that even if these 

measures work, they will only 
recycle the unemployed, with 
long-term unemployed taking 

jobs that might otherwise be taken by 
those who had been unemployed for 
shorter periods. But the insider-outsid¬ 
er analysis suggests that, even if this is 
the initial effect, in the longer term the 
presence of more insiders in the labour 
market increases competition for jobs 
and improves the trade-off between 
inflation and unemployment Ibis in 
turn will result in the ability to run the 
economy at lower rates of unemploy¬ 
ment without risks of inflation. . 

The latest rise in Interest rates shows 
the authorities'concern about inflation, 
even when 9 per cent of the labour force 
remains unemployed- If the Budget 
measures are successful, it may be 
possible to delay future rises in interest 
rates. Evidence from a London Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce survey, where 27 per 
cent of firms said they wall consider 
taking on the long-term unemployed 
because of the NI holiday, suggests 
that the Budget may well be successful, 
both in theory and in practice. 

The authors belong to the Centre for 
Economics and Business Research. 

Final salary pension schemes benefit employers Daily Mail did not stretch the rules 
From Mr Eric Bellenie 
Sir. Richard Beardshaw (Busi¬ 
ness letters, December 20) 
succeeds only in confirming 
Alan Smalltime'S contention 
(Business letters. November 
30) that employers benefit 
from final salary schemes. 

He quotes his CBI/Mercer 
survey: “First and foremost, 
the requirements of the labour 
market determine company 
pensions policy." Quite. 

And his “surprise” at “pater¬ 
nalism and being a good 
employer.. .as second most 
cited reason" is pure Mandy 
Rice-Da vies: “Well, they 
would say that wouldn’t they?" 

Likewise: “Facilitating the 
early retirement of older em¬ 
ployees came last of alL” 

But neither correspondence 
mentioned that shareholders 
also benefit: 

How? Employers take con¬ 

tribution holidays totalling 
many billions of pounds in 
order to maintain profit levels, 
share price and dividends. 

But, then, pension funds 
need replenishing to meet 
liabilities for directors’ pen¬ 
sions without risk to share¬ 
holders’ dividends. 

Solution: cull long- 
serving/older employees to 
create pension fund surplus 
which transfer to balance 
sheet as profits and distribute 
to shareholders as dividends. 

Everybody wins except luck¬ 
less early retirees on wrecked 
pensions reduced by 6 per cent 
for each year remaining to 
normal retirement age (some¬ 
one retiring at 50 loses 90 per 
cent of his pension), paid 
largely by his own contribu¬ 
tions. The Prime Minister's 
brother's weekly occupational 
pension is just £20. 

And how apposite to find 
Employment Under Secretary 
Phillip Oppenheim's letter, ex¬ 
tolling increased employment, 
adjacent to Mr Beardshaw’s. 
Particularly since Mr Oppen- 
heim’s figures ignore those of 
the 21 million men and women 
aged over 50 who would prefer 
to remain in their johs rather 
than be forced into premature 
retirement After all, reluctant 
retirement is only unemploy¬ 
ment by another name. 

And they will be joined by 
another 500.000 next year. 
Early retirement and tempo¬ 
rary jobs will ensure that the 
UK soon will return 1o full 
employment 
Yours faithfully, 
ERIC BELLENIE, 
Chairman, 
The Over-Fifties Association, 
29 Hill Court. 
The Ridings, W5 

Insurance is best means of safeguarding scheme members* interests 

From Mr W. M. Forrest 
. Sir, In describing the Pensions 
Bill (The Times, December 17) 
Sara McConnell and Anne 
Ashworth paint a horrifying 
picture of complexity, cost 
and stale.intervention, with no 
certainty of successfully com¬ 
batting dishonesty. 

At present private sector 
schemes require Inland Reve¬ 
nue approval in order to 
qualify for tax benefits on 
pensions' contributions and 
investment income. Could not 

of making it a condition ofttiat 
approval, that the trustees 
insure the fund against defal¬ 
cation? The insurers can then 
safely be relied upon to impose 
such terms and conditions on 
the cover as will safeguard 
their own interests, thus safe¬ 
guarding the interests of the 
members of the scheme. 
Yours faithfully, 
W. M. FORREST 
42 Lingfidd Road, 5W19. 

From Mr Hugh Long 
Sir, The chairman of the CBl 
Pensions Panel is no doubt 
right in his assertions in 
respect of the motives and 
rationale for the provision of 
final salary . occupational 
pensions. 

.. . I suggest that your readers 
who are members should take 
an interest in the underlying 
mathematics of final salary 
systems and they will be able 
to judge the truths in terms of 
value-for-money and risks of 
achievement for their own 
situations. 

Readers should not lake 
such statements as “employers 
contribute twice as much as 
employees" at face value. This 
frequently quoted national ag¬ 
gregate statistic does not take 
into account sex and, most 
importantly, the greater time- 
value of employee contribu¬ 
tions. On correction, for 
current retirements in-aggre¬ 
gate assuming no mobility. I 

estimate this would be nearer 
one and a third to one. When 

. the attributable, combined. 
National Insurance rebates 
are added to the employee's 
contribution this about halves 
die ratio. Mobile employees 
can suffer a further significant 
reduction at retirement due to 
the lower salary basis of 
successive deferred pensions 
at the same level of contribu¬ 
tions. Failure to achieve aver¬ 
age salary progression, in later 
career has the same effect 

Readers should deduce the 
truth for themselves on the 
basis of the facts of their 
individual career and salary 
profile: namely, the actual or 
prospective rate of return on 
the investment of die contribu¬ 
tions and the attributable NI 
rebates. It is a case of “caveat 
emptof 
Yours faithfully, 
HUGH LONG. 
67 Dartmouth Park Road, 
NWS. 

From Mr Peter Williams 
Sir. The Tempus column on 
December 16, in commenting 
on the results of Daily Mail 
and General Trust seems to 
suggest, to my unbiased eye at 
least that the company had 
pushed accounting rules to the 
limits in booking a profit 
arising from a share placing 
by its subsidiary. Euromoney 
Publications. 

Quite the opposite was 
true. The treatment is a 
requirement of FRS2 and. 
whether or not we agreed 
with it non-compliance 
would have had dire conse¬ 
quences. We did all that we 
could to highlight its inclu¬ 
sion in order to avoid miscon- 

Unfair windfall 
From Or R. L’Amie 
Sir. Whilst the difference be¬ 
tween share accounts and 
deposit accounts may have 
had some real significance in 
Building Societies’ 19th Centu¬ 
ry roots, most people today 
choose an account on its 
appropriateness to their 
needs. It seems strange that a 
mutual organisation should 
feel happy about giving one 
group of its customers a 
windfall profit and not others. 
Given the main objective of 
the proposed Halifax/Leeds 
merger is to become a bank h 
is surely wrong that those 
customers currently using one 
of the societies as a bank 
(cheque account holders) 
should be discriminated 
against The argument that 
they have a lesser interest in 
the society than investing or 
borrowing members is falla¬ 
cious, given the duration of 
many current accounts. 
Yours faithfully, 
R. L’AMIE, 
9 Glen Rise. 
Baildon. 
Shipley. 

eeptions. Indeed, this was 
correctly reported on the pre¬ 
vious page of your paper. 

The column also suggests 
that the profit did not repre¬ 
sent “real cash" I doubt that 
the institutions who sub¬ 
scribed for Euromoney shares 
or the bankers who hold the 
money would regard it as 
other than “real cash". It was 
included in our dosing net 
debt figure, contrary to your 
assertion. 
Yours faithfully, 
PETER WILLIAMS, 
Finance Director, 
Daily Mail and General Trust 
pic. 
Northcliffe House, 
2 Derry Street, W8. 

Risks of will drafting 
From H. J. Betsey 
Sir, On two occasions recently 
I have been telephoned by a 
lady canvasser on behalf of a 
firm of “Will Drafters" offer¬ 
ing to send their representative 
to advise me on making a will. 

I can hardly think of any¬ 
thing more dangerous thii 
this invitation to the gullible 
which could easily result in 
the full disclosure of their 
assets to someone whose only 
introduction had been a casu¬ 
al telephone call. Surely this 
practice should be matte ille¬ 
gal and I hope thar the matter 
can be raised in the House of 
Commons, and what has the 
Law Society to say? 
H J. BELSEY. 
Hat 3 
Heath end, 
4'Bromiey Lane. 
Chislehurst. 
Kent 

Letters to the 
Business and Industry 

section of 
The Times 

can be faxed 
to 071-782 5112. 
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US investment 
banks catch a 
cold in China 

Wall Street’s enthusiasm for Chinese deals 

has waned, says Michael Stcinberger 

Once Wall Street's director of a Hong Kong 
golden child. China financial boutique said: 
is now a juvenile “The guys who run up the 

Once Wall Street’s 
golden child. China 
is now a juvenile 

delinquent US investment 
banks are owed millions by 
Chinese trading firms that 
speculated — and lost — in 
commodities and 
derivatives. 

Until recently. Goldman 
Sadis, Merrill Lynch and 
other Wall Street bouses 
kept quiet about their miss¬ 
ing dollars to avoid embar¬ 
rassing Peking. The 
conspiracy of silence ended 
in November, when Leh¬ 
man Brothers filed suit in 
New York against two Chi¬ 
nese firms it accused of 
defaulting on $100 million 
in foreign exchange and 
derivatives transactions. 

But some Aslan invest¬ 
ment bankers believe that 
the Americans deserve their 
troubles. “It’s fairly evident 
that you have people who 
are not sensitive about do¬ 
ing business out here and 
who are going to stunt the 
longterm development of 
the market” said Warren 
Allderige, a managing direc¬ 
tor of Hong Kong’s Pere¬ 
grine Securities. He and 
others contend that Wail 
Street’s spendthrift ap¬ 
proach to China, compound¬ 
ed by the current bear 
market, led to aggressive 
deal-malting and heavy- 
handed efforts _ 
to curry favour 
with the Chi- £ Ovei 
nese. But as 
one Hong IS w! 
Kong fund . 
manager said: LJTincf 
-You can’t ex- d 
pect to para- 3110 11’ 
chute guys in whattl 
and get instant _______ 
guanxi [con¬ 
nections].'* But the Ameri¬ 
cans tried. Describing Wall 
Street’s initial enthusiasm 
for China, one investment 
banker said: “Every chair¬ 
man of every American 
house lands in Peking and 
thinks he’s Kissinger. 
They’re obsessed by China, 
so they tell tire troops to be 
very aggressive." The troops 
obeyed^ The Americans paid 
top dollars to strengthen 
their operations in Hong 
Kong, the gateway to China. 
Morgan Stanley increased 
its Hong Kong staff by more 
than 100 in the past year, 
and it is believed Goldman 
Sadrs doubled its personnel 
to 400 in the same period. 

Many employees were 
brought in from New York 
and London- With them 
came salaries that often 
exceeded $100,000 and hous¬ 
ing allowances of $10,000 or 
more. The impact on Hong 
Kong’s residential properly 
market was profound. Rent¬ 
als have doubled in the past 
two years. Charles Wheat- 
man. of Jones Lang 
Wootton. the property con¬ 
sultant believes US firms 
are the chief culprits. 

Wall Street’s need to earn 
a strong return on hs invest¬ 
ment in China became acute 
when global markets soured 
this year. The managing 

6 Overpricing 

is what the 

Chinese want, 

and it's usually 

what they get 9 

director of a Hong Kong 
financial boutique said: 
“The guys who run up the 
big bills, with the high 
rentals, the high salaries, 
they have got to make a 
fortune. That in a bear 
market forces you to take 
risks you would not normal¬ 
ly take." 

Was Lehman Brothers 
taking that type of risk when 
it allowed the firm’s Chinese 
clients to trade heavily in 
currencies and derivatives? 
A portfolio manager with 
dose ties to Lehman says. 
“There was a lot of pressure 
on the Lehman guys to ex¬ 
tend the credit to make 
things happen, to support 
the overhead." 

There’s little doubt among 
Western traders that the 
Chinese understand the risk 
of speculating in volatile 
markets. “They understand 
until things go wrong, and 
then they don't want to un¬ 
derstand." said the chief 
foreign exchange dealer of a 
European bank. 

The Asian bankers who 
are critical of their American 
counterparts do not condone 
the Chinese firms for their 
failure to pay Lehman. Nor 
are American investment 
banks the only firms to 
whom Chinese companies 
are in arrears: 31 Japanese, 
German, and Italian banks 
_ are trying to 

recoup $600 
Hiring million in 

loans they 
.t the made to state 

^ enterprises, 
want. An American 

isuallv fund manager lsudiiy Hong Kong 

V get 9 said: “The Chi- 
1 6 nese have been 

"" overwhelmed 
by all the attention, and now 
there’s a little hubris." 
Merrill Lynch knows that 
hubris first-hand. A Merrill 
banker said the Chinese 
State Council routinely puts 
investment banks through 
“beauty pageants” in which 
20 houses bid to underwrite 
stock and bond issues. Over¬ 
pricing is what the Chinese 
want and it’s usually what 
drey get "It's hard to make 
money in this environment” 
the Merrill banker said. 

Last February. Merrill un¬ 
derwrote a $1 billion global 
bond for Peking. Besides 
unfortunate liming — the 
bond hit the market just as 
US interest rates began to 
rise — the issue was priced 
too aggressively and Merrill 
took a significant loss. One 
investment banker said. “It’s 
not MerriU’s fault and it is 
their fault They mispriced 
the bond. Stiff you can't 
blame them. The State 
Council must have been all 
over them tike a cheap suit” 

After this year, cheap suits 
may be too expensive for 
some US investment bank¬ 
ers in Hong Kong. It is 
rumoured that Goldman 
Sachs is set to fire more than 
100 employees there, while 
bonuses for those who keep 
their jobs wfli be much 
lower than last year’s. 
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TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place ten business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 

die previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 

price/eammgs ratios are based on middle prices. 
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in 
s 

247 
410 
X 

9,3 
85 

336 
SO 

1032 
153 

’Si IJ? 
5 

IX 

57 109 
19 169 
2D 189 
4.7 76 

23 372 
38 S3 
50 14 J 
05 . . 
19 JDb 
20 169 
07 157 
4£ 197 
03 41 I 
10 14 4 
1 1 243 

79 

(65 
355 
(3 
IIV 
X 

TO 
IT. 

345 
432 
205 
113 
259 

270 Aston Mere 
193 Adreene 
17*Aefti Gp 
5* AMd tan 

11 068 felon 
155 Eatnu liteB 

5*Bttdalt 
SO Steel IAAC) 
713 Pattern Qp 
ID Bow (V 
3S5 Bras] 
255 B Sky 8 

(38 
300 
2ft- 
V. 

li 
156 

6 - 
£0 
3ft - 
?« - 
368 
257* 

z: nos 
27 215 

6.7 
67 116 

54 31 fAI 39+2 ,0 
67 207 zn* 1*5 F0D E 163*+ v <2 70 
£7 209 194 140 Fencrwen Grs 161 * 1 64 “ 

m 37 17 e? 
60 69 157 *91 Sm Acddrair 510 + 3 67 83 
7? £12 247 161 BEt 170 ♦ 1 190 

10b 80 HCG Lloyds 92 18 I7S, 
«.J 150 45/ 211 KEBiCEt MS 81 
iJ 244* IT7'.)awteE IBS + 1 S? 7.1 
£0 38.1 1,4 ffi tear Seteo 100 ... 17 
28 i as JO MBVWkpendea 2B7 - * 4 1 >2 
81 IU .'*1 170 aw UK 185 + 1 6.) 173 

TO 118 18 Grata 126 7.4 116 
48 258 W 407 Legal a Bra <35 + 1 50 1/3 
12 JUS 1ii9* 965*ucerty Lee 1553*+ 50 60 59 
il IW 91 Loton hs ter 99 £5 345 
4 J 171 310 157 Dora Ttoraa 161 ... hi 1U5 
£< 111 4/1 313 UBTfc WR) 331 - 1 70 100 
56 90 IK 156 Utated Ins ire 55 Ifi 7 
41 441 3S2 UnM & ftai 310+3 55 (5* 
11 * 119 91 Lonxn tes wot 99 ... 75 J45 
13 160 236 ,55 Lisrate bifcf in ... 59 70.1 

5) 116 
5.4 9D 
29 161 
42 374 

489 

3E ics*tantei 
95* 67 c«35a CKs 

Sec.- 3isvta«p» 
453 2£BVHsair 

i5S2* e»*hsrt pk 
235 11" I tarn 

J31S* iSPettsac 
iiw. EfiB-.rmi 

137 S+Lnir 
36?* 17p.lB»* 
X 17 FJeag&m 

3 ZVLEZIf-^ 
162 1C ICI 
1^ ratsvKdoso 
324 ia lira* 

83 iai 
i46*w> 5.-0 wr 
45 Ot* can 
X .am.-JUtt 

ra FfiMrc 
i2?.Paccr >ac 

SS 
31 Ractnte! 

_ 167* hard Unc 
340=. S47*re3datea 
295 207 Rmsai 

180ft IQ/T.ftoS^ 
112 S 9 Bsren 
no a?, a tw» 
230 1 95 £ca Grasp 

ED 16 Snen Pac*c 
SBTr ,434*SouSfwaj 

5 VSteran 
143 73 Streaes, 
XIV GO unoi 

IH» 4943V Vm RetS 
2 T*WarteeCsl 2 

SC5 <50 Wrt DM 
1213* scftWert* Am 
3575 2050 tfxm Deep 
196 (CC.Htstem teg 

123 603*Wt+ts 
ft 47 tan Goner 
sb <8 ta«ap 

9< 
toi 
46) 
ire 
425 
Sffi 
a 

19 S6.7 
69 99 

19 

73P.- II* 
240 . . 

lfl**+ 1SV 
67 - 1 . . 

BIS - J* 73 
30 55 ,4.1 

1803*+ Jft 49 209 

75V ". 30 35 
160*+ «V 14 139 

56SV- 9* 46 II 
12 ... 103 29 

533 . 29 201, 
,12ft- 2* 4 7 142 
2571*- O* 41 17 

- 5 
54 109 

OILS GAS 

53 
(4* Aran Ewgr 
X towM 
5iVAis 06 8 Gas 

68 43 Art Pai 
2« 197 a Bonn 
358 253 MM rtf 
437* 3ft tPMtet 

4 ivreoa fiescutts 
919 783 Btetert Ctettt 

X Cm EtBgr 
258 Qta Get 

53 CWe Po 
ft Copter Ito 
IVPragwi W 

17 GM B, S Cl 
370 brttetai 

21 Ftetoei U 
263 Bogart 

4'.Fane 
54 MM 
31 B Western ta 

IX Hrtr 0 6 C 
40 ke> Emgr 

its no* Iran 
73 48 (ran IMi 
75 S lum 
7* 3*. Not Unto 

2540* 1912* HUB* Hytts 
9* T.Oosrvts 

50 X U 3ocb 
SP. ITiPOU 

i» i« p« Pa 
32* 21 ftm 

IX <3 PrrJrt 
Hi 03 FWanonft to 
28? IX ftaraco Ew 
*a 325 ftne. 

7700 6681'.Roral Utti R 
4064* JSftscfitaottoga 

6a <3 3crt fteUorO 
90 50 Soft* 

758 651 

88 
375 
51 
X 
2* 

27* 
406 

27 
30 
ft 

77 
47 
in 
55 

Z32 
5.1 
45 119 
19 (16 

339 
£9 2U 

OS 174 
12 209 

* 09 
IBB 

695 

155 
116 

187 1TB Sane Eng S> »ns 

6906*+ 01* 4 6 
33ft- IS* 24 

ft 25 
67 

7M + 7 44 21.3 

12 

4237* 3481* Told 46 

OTHER FINANCIAL 

75 BWO 
* Bate ftc 
IB Bent BtJi m 

152 Brtc kn 
108 BrtPi Ertte 

» 
ia 
78 

154 
114 

66 69 
2D 73 
8L2 1,8 

64 8.4 

BRITISH FUNDS 
1994 

Wi Lot tat 
Puce 
r 

Wifd 
v 

Go Rd 
)• 

to 
89 

Iffl + 
138 
2G 
77 - 

,21 
334 + 

12* 
76 

IX 
ire 
215 
» . 
X 

134 
55 + 
37 
94 + 

174 + 
430 
317*+ 
*2 

546 + 
JO 

334 + 
2G5 

.. 09 

40 
.. 39 IU 
.. aa isi 

* 69 
.. 4, 153 

Z6 1*2 
V 03.1 

2-r 35 172 
,4 642 

4.1 111 
49 . 
44 196 
£4 109 
13 199 
£4 146 
67 117 
15 252 
46 104 

54 146 
1 30 
.. 15 . 
3 32 155 
3* 72 248 

15 200 
2* 49 270 

5893V <531 *IUl UUi 
,10 84 Itastmd 
IK ,47 Ifcfcgn fens 
106 70 Not iambi Cap 
13V IH) bof 
99 ft Piano ins 

unVftemm Uda 
271 

31 r»S 
29 Reb 
232V 

139 , 
104 Sad tain 

54 jiage Kkdgs 
285 StoJUnn 
si Srtsoe Cap 
5T Irak tadesrtr 

13 Totatettc 
42 UB Fnnl* 
U9 Wiis Canoait 

20 W«ua 

5137’j- 
95 

180 
86 

107 
ft 

6* 17 

385 
03 

404 
350 
222 
IS5 
87 

418 
107 
96 

464 
6ft 
20 
20 

IIP 

19 1801 
15 
01 
13 

322 
35 

248 - 
280 + 
153 
122 
Gfi*- 

100 + 
as 
60 

329 - 
465 + 
140 
23 

107*. 
103V 
107=*, 
1)3* 
H7*. 

117“» 
nr* 
121 "a 
nrB 
110*1 
131"*r 
llrti 
ior> 
102 
I31’b 
l4Pa 
1S>*r 
116*« 

ICCP» 
5P. 

102 
105 
IDT. 
KB1*. 
107* 
<03*. 
IDftr 
104* 
10ft. 
Hft. 
(BT*! 
95* 
437*. 

IIS’*! 
122 
110*. 
IDT*. 

Ttcs in 1995 
Gs» ,990-95 
Erti iffA 1995 
Tnas 12V119» 
Deralcv 1996 
tetS'AtBS 
tell U'A 1996 
Cow in 1996 
Itete I3V6107 
Can ID** I99T 
Tin ft* 1997 
Eali 15*1497 
fctoftVOM 
in 7** 1996 
Iras BV* I99M8 
Ira. ift 1P3WI 
TrsK 15V* 19* 
bam ires 

INVESTMENT TRUSTS 

Tt 28 204 

50 
13 1661 

338 
105* 
IK 
290 

2056 
293 

3D Jit 
RVASBaa Bwroi 
I# Alms hot he 

TO Amur* N bn 
1678 Asian 
217 Araeion Ina 

335 + 
B( 
80 - 

218 
1734 + 
256 + 

53 119 
IDJ 50 
58 143 
40 58 
40 173 
92 . . 
50 ’ 

£ MEDIUMS {5 to 15 years) 
13 ml izffe 11P*I taWAISM 

HJ5N 
B8°e 

IWVe 
99>. 

I1F*. 
lOT.- 
SS"a 

1CP*, 
9F. 

IM'. 
105=® 
63V 

101 «» 

64°* 

100”st 
SB'. 

KB I 
105 
107*-1 
IIHta 
107* 
iters 
UPtot 
10T*: 
101* 
116V. 
1B3V 1 
96»* 
re* 

IT6 
122"sr 
111*, 
lift T 

- 'n 
- ’• 

- ■■ 
- »a 

+ Hr 
+ 
+ * 

1191 
103 

1005 
1214 
1306 
UA7 
1213 
965 

1305 
1003 
063 

1207 
9« 
746 
707 

1207 
1265 
1070 
9.17 

6.11 
623 
671 

635 
702 
740 
746 

J® | LONGS (owr 15 years) 
404 
8(6 
4)1 
« 
814 
83) 
l« 
839 
8S 
4*3 

46 293 
4.0 233 
53 1151 
21 

121*. 
15V>s 
W0* 
116V. 
136ft, 
127- 
10P- 
17- 
1,3ft. 

1S*. 
129ft. 
86*. 

iSv. 
105* 

Iras 1IM IBS 
imnisre 
Con. KTA1999 
Cere 9V TOO 
Tin 13% TOD 
Twain 21)01 
Tik 7%TO1 
Iras 0*1200? 
TitoRTOl 
In in 2003 
In ifATOHX 
■rt T;% 1999-04 
CrtVATOM 
tieasftiTOM 

nr*. 
lBTVi 

106ft. 
10P¬ 
US'-1 
IDS’*, 
9?- 

10ft. 
96* 

lOBV. 
11ft 
7ft t 

IIS'. 
SP* 

- 'a 

+ 
♦ 'a 
+ * 
♦ * 
+ * 
- *■ 
+ *, 
+ V. 
* Hr 

10® 
971 
461 
SfO 
881 

1432 
9,40 
7i0 
9.18 
827 
323 

10.19 
460 
19* 
761 

IH 
840 
846 
453 
448 
802 
80 
BS3 
863 
855 
861 
876 

ISM 
Kgh l« ta» 

P»ce 
l 

H« 
1 

Qsrta 
i*d 

IS* 
MX- 
I121*- 
111* 
1361* 
119*. 
151*. 
124".. 

1ft 
lift 
90S 
?!"- 

II2V 
95ft: 

HOT- 
Sift. 

Can* 2*12005 
Tret 12*120JJ4B 
Tito 7*12006 
Tas 012002-06 
KerallVl 200347 
Tras 0'A 2007 
In 13*1200+06 
Trasn20W 

I06*1- 
122ft, 
S 
96*: 
up. r 
iflft t 
12+- 
104* 

+ *, 

+ 
+ V. 
+ *: 
+ >» 

♦ V. 

831 
1021 
416 
831 

I ODD 
Br 

1044 
Ut 

8S( 
441 
843 
831 
483 
8« 
481 
1« 

lift. 
135"* 
l^ft 
sy. 

117ft: 
Tift 
is* 
Wi 

91ft: 
\&h, 
100* 
71* 
K 
0ft. 
re- 

126V. 

Iras 0*2009 
Caw 917011 
Tree 912017 
Tneb'-iaOB-l? 
TrajBV Ml) 
Tras T’A 2012-15 
Ins’.* 201, 
to in2oivir 

re* 
105* | 
UHV, 
!Vk 
». 
9*a-t 

101ft, 
,32ft 

+ ft 
+ ’ft 

+ ft 
+ ft 

029 
434 
433 
7)t 
026 
821 
838 
988 

SO 
440 
838 
814 
0)3 
615 
831 
854 

UNDATED 
Sift, 
3.1 

W* 
27ft, 

WaUD-.A 
lien I";! 

42 
•3* 

433 
847 

INDEX-LINKED 
I97»„ 203V 

113ft 
176* 
ITT. 
116* 
104'ft 
168ft 
175* 
1«6>. 
1ST*, 

(S'- 
12*"- 

106ft 
m* 
159ft 
107* 
165ft 
Ml* 
154* 
■a* 
IM 
»28'. 
106V 

>min 1936 

I'essr-Ama 
ItelMai 
Iras 4 tojj 
ini 4VA MU 
iRinwi 
Iitel.MjWi 
Ink 83M .’011 
T*e82V6»«> 
tail 2'A2i)r« 
Ira i J'-iauo 
fisc 4 2M api 
Gas v i'A :mo 

301* 
i06>. 
166V 
,62"— 
H»'. 
I®ftt 
IS)* 
lift 
138ft. 
I2»« I 
in* 
I lift F 
I Mft 1 

- * 
- * 
- * 
♦ * 

235 
2S5 
334 
147 
147 
154 
39 
363 
3G« 
367 
370 
16S 
)!3 

408 
U? 
380 
U? 
100 
100 

387 
30 
3B 
104 
305 
382 
106 

H^I LOT Cerate 

757 620 GfeUBT 
i«B CreRa 

£1* IB tatrt 
630*4 447 Crtr Alert 
174* 125 talc 

1994 Ha W 1094 Pto YH 
Wp Lot Canpaar O) +/■%«, fe? lot Cnpray W +/- % W 

35 Chide 
GD W*et 
17 gS 
45*OT tap 

513 
19 Bat 
157 Gafflran 
385 teatf ME 
333 Ga«9 

159ft— 2*1 ^ 
+ 1 

IJ 212 
23 
23 17D 
82 118 
IJ 329 
21 284 
1J ££ 
28 21.7 

661'.+ If* 29 2111 

193*take SU El*- 
103 -toBeai Fiy « + 
103 XtagStaartt }« 
138 too ftMH 1ft 
85 Lot SoTh 1« - 

784 M i St OT - 
2)8 IM 224 
SUN 591 Or Bt W* ■ 

538 UM W - 
B*KB Home Lots «v ■ 

m Paptajt il» + 
<15 POrtea 544 + 
2*5 SttnBs 
avftsrt h »• ■ 

aP.S8U w 7 
183 9MMt 187 + 
in sr cujtt no - 
324 aaTS* 01 440 - 
353 tan ft* *A' 400V- 

78 T«n Lot 78 
23 MoHdp » , 
87 IMte £ 
20 wsntirtcte ft 

1.4 O 
189 10-2 
13 101 
39 181 
38 Iff 
14 ,82 

4.1 1(9 

17 l2i 
81 172 
42 12-1 
42 ,14 

pharmaceuticals 

23 734 
3D 116 
10 282J 
(3 

32 187 

13 62 
ID 230 
87 32 
40 108 
22 21.1, 
43 124 
45 382| 
34 17.1 , 
30 20.7 
6D 715 
87 11.4 

IOO 81 
13 152] 

13 ,B1 
16 165 
1, WD 
19 17.7 

PRINTING & PAPER 

so. 
22 37.7 

88 21.71 
35 29.4 

e . . 41 
3S5V . 38 m 
S37V+ 53* 2D 334 
6506’.-121* 43 160 
a - 

T390V+ 9* 
111 
953 
215 
39?i+ * 

34 
1Q6V- j 
31 ... 
IS* 

S4V- 15* 17 
4V+ 1 . 

E9B . . 35 2841 

41*+ 
76 . 

9» + 7 31 
1*97* ♦ c. as 15.4 
105*- 3 14 81 
66V 

938V- 15 80124 
631V- 3* 
156V- 12V US SDj 

77 
70 . . 34 168 

392*+ * U AS 
371+12 65 170 
946V- UP. 62 118 

POWtoe 

184 122 AB Hating# 
444 335 Wit 
316 S4*jllji ' 
205 145 
472 347 
171 97 
524 409 

,885* 1378*6 
297 2« 
515 OS 
175 30 _ 
100V 117 EUUi Gqj 
IBS IS BasJt 
198 129 (tart Ms 

2446V iBBOVCrarai) W . 
431 282 CrappaUtott 

IDS 825 Oe L* Bat 
im 7s Etta am 
(37 103 Dan* PU 
101 75 Fans* Go® 
43a 902 FogteoBM 
145 120 Fwy Ptt 

EMfcnaaU 
so mm ,50 
W_ 
364 LM & Bara 
rttWCVUtogy? 

223 teebrtoe 
140 R)tert 
513 FWOTt 
374 Sim Qi 

1153* 464*5 

31 . , 
31 27.1 
18 ITS l 
13 27.71 
80 

351V 185 atorf 
S3 TO SBBOOTdt 
43F* 274’.aua (MT 
110 82 Etortct 

45 issued Grib 
270 182 Wan 
291 as Mdfagtn (Jit 
5,1 365 Kanaqk 
M§ 08 Wffdfla* 

(SB - 3* 61 
BBS+ V M 

60< + 20 .. 
TBS',- 71. 46 17 

19CS+ 18>. 16 S72 
125 + 3 96 111 

HW* . 41 140 
922*- 2V 80 82 
110 + * 95 63 
231*- 15V . 
3 

PROPERTY 

,30 91 AM Uni 
27B 253 Amt 

08 63 Attests ESC 
144 100 AOTl 
3BZ* 233 Btt» 
2B3 208 adtvt 
39* 14 8o*n Gp 

UB 70 Boaoe EAOt 
276 170 BoArtt 
137 103 Bd^trane 
*74 343 BUST 
276 (BB BtaP 
118 06* Bated 
112 96 05 I 
207* 12* DD i 
SO 19, ta I 
32 203 CjnHT I 

S3 1,8 

+ I 

4£ 184 
25 480 
34 2,5 
87 ... 
31 * 

10 Esso* ta 
97 Eras or Lnkt 
S MOTte 
B4 Feed (ftp 
3*RR 0MB 
32 FtorerKina 
38 Fata tas 
36 HMS Gras nr 

407 EiwjraarB 
228 Gdnoeit 
,67*0 Anlntfr 

23* 118 taa» 
94 KvHnen Can¬ 

os 290 Hartman 
TO 298 HeiJcfl Bar 
*0* 3*fcnOTcw 
78 20 Hoito Bato 

*xr 

45 

)23*H 

M3 Irate lact 
6 Lot & ta 

ffi io> Mta Sepf 
ra reset 

- 6 MEktotef A 
,64 UcK» Secs 
55 Mem* Uip 
Ti JAnrft* Efl 

na Mmwot 
144 urate (A&jJt 

VOB 
20 Ohes Prop 

m*PSB 
UB Peer 
IS Puia Plop 

P.Pwb Cap 
■P.Pioteer lad 

56 RF5 Group 
31 Ragn 
avfetpKn 

HO to-dnste Sect 
97 ftig» Ell 
45 SMMi Pip 
59 Sttat Girin (Ji 
53 Sauls 
64 Scot HUT 
86 SNtatuvr 

3J7*aou»n Esae. 
50 Sacrane Propf 

ido Soecny tap* 
5 Stetne Pips 

34 IB 
163 Topi EOT 
92V Tan Corn 
Bi Tcfted Part 
15 Tteacflemod 
7B UK Lana 

21? Starts 
216 Karttnt 

iVtttoaade 
S? tete 
29 OTirrer McX 
ft Wood im 0 
,5 YUM 

30 187 
22 . . 
12 ... 
35 105 
6D 156 
43 ... 
86 213 
50 182 
3D • 
55 310 
Hi .. 
00 391 
30 382 
24 11.4 
17 490 
62 . . 
M ... 
80 ’ 

77.1 
SO 172 

... DD 
55 140 
84 2U 

10 
1.7 413 
18 183 
87 

8S LOB 
84 104 

36 

RETAILERS, FOOD 

ta 
315 
505 

<3 
17 

137 
394 
a 

ua 
371 

1070 
VO 
211 
C5G 

16 
,49 
ZS 
,46 

5* 
400 
255 
l» 
422 

50*ASM tan 

ST’BrSfsnET 
II Buigen 
iivcutee 
66 Mr) Fora M 

3*4 Faquk 
17 RCWOTHt 

16S_ 
«&) Greggs 
35 bra 
m icnsd tan 
523 M Sa*r 

9 Mental Hem 
» Unison W 

151 MrtnPBack 
09* Part Foods 

I*Renta Ml 
K Utann 
TOP, Toes 
182 ItanteE 
278 WtesonS Pfiofc 

66*+ 
267 + 
456 
25 
13* 
71** 

350 
40 
96 

171 
10M + 
<T ♦ 
149 
554 + 
II* 

,42 + 
1B2 + 
123 

1* . 
*12 + 
248 + 
171 

IS IS, 
SS ,14 
10 184 
50 159 

82 96 
14 113 

,TJ 
10 166 
89 
32 2Q0 
JJ 
13 92 
43 I OLD 

09 186 
II 99 
24 249 

1) 146 
80 124 
16 141 
59 147 

RETAILERS. GENERAL, 

90 
240 
410 
102 
357 
246 
168 
150 
IQ 
49 

264 
Wl 
(2* 

263 
74* 

245 
304 
246 
SO 
171 
(TO 

S3 
353 
287 
580 

25 Ataan 
199 Mbs 
307 Are Hr 
54'iAtar (tan) 
ta Amt 
176 Aosta Han 
132 Bate U) V 
1,0 Benato 
)0 BataniBt 
ft tab WET 

191 Bodrtapt 
ASOVBtetrt 

(*(han & Jacttji 
205 tan (N1F 
51 B>u 
l« Catas 
20 Coperrt* 
IS cataeti 
388 Qiidi 

95 Octe Cast 
ft Cvyfcoafa 

720 Cams Rna 
,55 fen Eyer 
2*5 DFS FtnttH 
170 oaans ®p 
530 Bp (VWiTdttii 

+ 9 
+ i 

4.1 ■ 

Hi115 
M 115 
13 184 
59 174 
2, 4IJ 
89 55 
BO .. 
1.4 189 
36 161 

149 
235 
177 + 
480 
95 
56 

005 
105 
272 . 
18?-+ 
reo 

U ill 
3 7 330 
14 ■ 
37 197 
1.4 31J 
14 24.4 
U 13 B 
62 3*7 
09 8L$ 
00 60 
13 • 
41 20.4 
10 !73 

41 IW 
a? 

4ift8 
89'113,- 

730 ■ ... . 
M + t 
164 + 4 
163 

%+' v 

* 5 &*?- 
67 ... u 

IS ... IfiKi 

30-315 ' 
W-4U.* 
U 1216 
40=1U 
10 Kt 

SPIRITS. V/INES & CIDERS 

529 Mti Btatat 544 

SUM 

s sir si: 
353 ferftad Etatt 444 + 
XB uaatatar HI 
3B MKtta een/Af W. 
5T5 Urttofe M 

67 MBJOT# Wt 68 
142 Tartan Oder IS 

52.187 
30.222 
53 2SJ 
-0 188 
30 UA 
29 203 
07 559 
10 293 
42 135 
43*., 
57:1,8 

SUPPORTSERVICES 

107 94 ACT tatet 
743 593 MT 

46 34 Aferaraflc 
140 » wo sec 
162 99 BET OrBT 
195 IIS BNB KB 
MS 175 WP 
130 IS BSM 

1* VBteCt & Edg 
1100 500 Sorted 
226 IS M DM IU 

70 57 tads Sente 
117* 79 CRT Gp . 
231 IS Capta tap . 
4ZJ £78 Olteh Sect 
7C ,05 coopir People 

G5 41 Cop Sendees 
97 48 Carts COOT) 

276 212 Ota*, Sente 
03 66 MtarJrtn 

154 82 EW Fad 
ire. 135 0 DA Pie 
334 361 Hay* 
2® UCVHopB fttteBnt 
35 10 Hone Altai 
15 0 M Os 6 Oto 

aSSS* I55IP.SS B Wr 
IK 126 JBA feta 
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Family Division 

Press campaign was misguided 
Regina vVano 
Before Lord Taylor or Gosfortfa, 
lord Chief Justice, Mr Justice 
Jowitt and Mr Justice Cressweli 

^Judgment December 20} 

While the press were guardians of 

the public interest, to pursue a 

campaign of viGficaticn of some¬ 

one who had been before the court 
was dong no public service and. if 
it was intended to bring pressure 
to bear on the courts, it was wholly 
misguided. 

Lord Taylor of Gosforth, Lord 

Chief Justice, so stated when 

giving the judgment of the Court of 
Appeal ou a reference by the 

Attorney-General and. on the 
ground of public interest, dedining 

to increase a 28-day prison sen¬ 
tence imposed by Judge CoJtart at 
the Central Criminal Court in July 

on Colin Francis Vano, aged 33, for 
causing the death by dangerous 

driving of Nikki Lockley. aged 
nine, as -she stepped on to a 
pedestrian crossing from a central 

reservation in Main Road. Rom¬ 
ford. Essex. 

Mr David Calvert-Smith for the 
Attorney-General: Mr Jeremy 
Gompertz. QC and Mr John 
Hamilton for the offender. 

THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, 
giving the judgment of the court. 
said that, in passing sentence the 
judge stated that the offenders 
driving had been “a momentary 

error of judgment". As the offender 

had been remanded in custody for 
14 djtys for preparation of a pre¬ 
senters report, the effect was that 
he was released. He was disquali¬ 
fied for three years and ordered to 

re-take his driving test Also he 

was ordered to pay £800 costs of 

prosecution. 

Among mitigating features in 
the guidelines case, R v Boswell 
([1984} l WLR107] Lord Lane, Lord 

Chief Jusrioejidicated that, in rite 
absence of aggravating features, 

sometimes felling to notice a 
pedestrian an a crossing it might 

be possible that a noncustodial 
sentence would be appropriate. 

However, he was not saying dm 

in every case where there was a 
failure to notice a pedestrian on a 

crossing, that was a matter whkb 
could take die case into a field 
where a non-custodial sentence 
would be appropriate. 

Circumstances in which a road 
accident occurred could not be 
categorised, their circumstances 
varied infinitely. The failure to 
notice somebody who stepped out 
from the near side at a late stage 
was one thing. Failure to notice 
someone crossing from the other 
side of the road where traffic had 
already stopped there to permit 
that crossing and where traffic on 
one? own side had already 
stopped to allow the crossing to 
continue was altogether different 

Their Lordships did not consider 
that the present was truly a 

momentary reckless error of judg¬ 
ment It was more than momen¬ 
tary. it involved that the offender 
had failed to look ahead, see the 

crossing, notice the central 

reservation, see that the traffic had 
stopped to let girls cone on to the 
crossing, see the girls crossing the 
first half of it see them standing on 
the central reservation and see 
traffic on his own side of the road 

stopped to allow them to go 
further. 

Accordingly, the judge-was right 

to oondude that the case required a 
custodial sentence. But at what 
level?The offender's previews driv¬ 

ing convictions as a matter of 
aggravation were not to be taken 
too far. They were not particularly 
serious, nor a very shot time 

before tile present case. Geariy, 

they were matters to be taken into 
account but were not a major 
factor. 

The major factor was the failure 
to took ahead and pay attention in 
a built-up area, when driving in 

circumstances where the public 
could be endangered by a toss of 
attention. 

The sentence passed by the 
judge was. in thfiir Lordships' 
view, not merely lenient but un¬ 
duly lenient, even bearing in mind 
that the maximum sentence for the 
offence had not at the time been 

Discretion point should have 
been put to justices 

Braham v Director of Public. 
Prosecutions 
Before Lord Justice Buder-Sloss 
and Mr Justice Latham 

{Judgment December I9| 

It was not permissible to raise 
before the Divisonal Court the 
issue of justices’ discretion to 
exdude evidence under section 78 
of the Police and Criminal Act 1984 
when that was not raised earlier 
before the justices. 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court so stated when dismissing 
an appeal by Araminta Braham by 
way of case stated of a decision of 
Horseferry Road Justices on Octo¬ 
ber 27.1992 when they found her 
guilty of an offence under section 
5(l)(a) of the Rood Traffic Act 1988. 

Mr Victor Temple, QC who did 
not appear below, for Ms Braham: 
Mr Iferer Ader for the prosecution. 

MR JUSTICE LATHAM said 
that the justices' derk had been 
wrong in law to advise that justices 
had no discretion under section 78 
of the 1984 Act to exdude evidence 
obtained from a breath specimen 
test. The court could exercise its 
discretion to exclude if the prosecu¬ 
tion behaviour was oppressive in 
the way described in Motto v 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
QI9871 RTR 337). 

In the present case, however, 
there had been no submission 
made to the justices based on dial 
power under section 78 in contra¬ 
distinction to both Matto and 
Sharpe v DPP ([19931 RTR 392) 
where it was made dear that 
evidence coukl be excluded 
because of oppression and because 
the section 78 point had been 
raised and had to be dealt with by 
evidence. 

Rather, the submissions before 
the justices were directed to the 
lawfulness of the arrest and that 
was the issue on which they had 
concentrated. Before the Di¬ 
visional Court it was accepted dial 
was not the relevant issue. 

However, in his Lordship's judg¬ 
ment. the justices could not be 
criticised for deciding as they did. 
which was a perfectly permissible 
decision, by reference in the Di¬ 
visional Cburt to a power they had 
not been asked to exercise. 

If they had not been asked it was 

not for the Divisional Court to 
criticise a decision made by the 
justices directed to a different point 
they might have derided in a 
different way if the section 78 point 

had been put to them. In his 
Lordship's judgment. Ms Braham 
could not rely mi section 78 and her 
case did not come in the same 
category as Matto or Sharpe. 

On the submission that the 

evidence did not justify the justices’ 
conclusion that Ms Braham had 
been given proper warning of the 
consequences of failure to provide 
a specimen at the police station, his 
Lordship found that the justices 
had dealt robustly as recom¬ 
mended in Murray v DPP (J19931 
RTR 209). 

They were entitled to conclude 
on the custody officer’s evidence of 
the proforma procedure followed 
that a proper warning had been 
given, irrespective of the bona tides 
of the police officer in question. 

The issue could or should have 
been raised, if proper to do so. by 
questioning of the custody officer. 
No such cross-examination took 
place. In his Lordship's judgment 
the point was not open to Ms 
Braham at all. 

The appeal accordingly failed on 
both points. 

Lord Justice Butfer-Sloss agreed. 

Solicitors: Jeffrey Gordon & Co, 
Battersea; Crown Prosecution Ser¬ 
vice. HQ. 

increased by Parliament from five 
years to 10 and there were not here 

the factors of drink or racing or 
deliberate selfishness 

This was a piece of driving 
which was dangerous to a degree 

and required to be marked py a 
sentence more than a mere 28 

days. An appropriate sentence at 
die rime of the trial would have 
been six months imprisonment on 

a contested case, as this was. Had 
there been a plea of guilty, doubt¬ 

less a discount for it could have 
been made. 

What should their Lordships’ 

court do now? They had to rate 
into account as with all references 
by the Attorney-General, the ele¬ 

ment of double jeopardy. Some¬ 
times that factor could be regarded 

as felriy minor, where the original 
sentence imposed was custodial 

and all their Lordships was doing 
was increasing iL 

But where, as here, the original 
sentence had resulted in toe of¬ 

fender being released after having 
served 14 days of his 28-day 
sentence, there was an extra ele¬ 
ment to double jeopardy. The 
offender had suffered not only 

. remorse but also a depressing 
illness as a result partly of the 
knowledge that be had killed a 
child by his driving tut partly, ft 
had to be said, as a result of a - 
campaign which had been 
launched against him by the press. 

Their Lordships would tike to 
stress that, while the press were 
the guardians of the public in¬ 
terest, to pursue a campaign of 
vilification of someone who had 
been before the court, in a way 
which caused him to receive hate 
mail, caused his family to be under 
the need to move house, his 
children to be shunned by other 
children in the neighbourhood, 
was doing no public service. 
Furthermore, if ft was intended to 
bring pressure to bear on the 
courts, then it was wholly 
misguided. 

Having said that, their Lord- 
ships wished to point out that tbe 
pressure which tbe offender had 
suffered, pardy because of what he 

In re S (Minors} (Proceed¬ 
ings Conflicting interests) 
Before Mr Justice Wall 

[Judgment December 16] 

Tbe interests of a child who was 
the subject of an application to 

revoke a rare order prevailed over 
the interests of her halfsister who. 

in the same proceedings, was tbe 
subject of an application to free for 

adoption. 

It was unnecessary and* waste 
of valuable resources to appoint 
more than one guardian ad litem 
to represent children who were 

involved in the same proceedings 
and whose interests conflicted. - 

Mz Justice Wall so held in a 
reserved judgment in the Family 
Division allowing an application 

to revoke a care order in respect of 
T. a girl aged six, and making a 

residence order in favour of TS 
father. An application by the focal 
authority to free T for adoption 
was dismissed but an application ' 
to free her half-sister, E. aged four, 
for adoption was allowed. The 
judgment was delivered in open 

court following a hearing and 
preliminary judgment in cham¬ 
bers. 

Miss Alison Ball for Ts father 
Mr Alexander Verdan for the focal 
authority; Mr Richard Scarrattfbr 
the mother Mr Edward Wood¬ 
craft, solicitor, for the guardian ad 
litem. 

MR JUSTICE WALL said that 
the case had thrown up a dilemma 

sadly familiar to the radges of the 

family Division In whichThe best 
interests of two or more children 
conflicted. 

If the paramount interests of 
each child produced incompatible 

and irrecnririlabfe results, so that 
the result which was in fife best 
interests erf each child wan impos¬ 
sible of achievement, whose in¬ 

terests were then paramount? 

Where a number of children 

were all the subject of an applica¬ 
tion or cross-appHeatians to the. 

court in the same set of proceed¬ 
ings, and where it was impossible 
to. achieve what was in the para¬ 

mount interests of each child, the 
balancing eserasedescribed in the 

Court of Appeal in In re H 
(Minors) (Parental contact) Q1993] 
1 FCR 904 914) had to be under¬ 
taken and the situation of least 

detriment to all the children 
achieved. 

However, since T was toe only 
adject of the application for the 

revocation of the care airier, was it 
her welfare alone which was 

paramount? The only other 
applications before'the court woe 
the applications to free the children 
for adoption. 

In the application to free T for 
adoption, her welfare was die first, 
but not paramount consideration. 
Similar considerations s 
mutatis mutandis in the _ 
application in idation to E. 

His Lordship was therefore 
driven to the oondurion that the 

only application before the court in 
which either child's welfare was 
die paramount consideration was 

the fathers application m rente 
the care order in relation toT. that 

since she was the only subject of 
that application, ha welfare, 

fallowing Bimingtum City Coun¬ 
cil vH (a Minor) (p994j 2 AC 124), 

was paramount. 

Tt*e unsatisfactory and artificial 

nature of that conclusion was 

demonstrated by the fact that on 
the making of an adoption older m 

Ration to E, the care order in 

respect of her would be discharged 
and the focal authority would 

cease to have parental' 
responsibility. 

It was not difficult, therefore, to 
jjerceive the application to free E 

for adoption as being directly 

father'to revoke the care order in 
relation to T. Yet tbs nature of the 
proceedings before tbe court, re¬ 

quired his Lordship to hold that 
the interests of ooe child were 
paramount 

Equally, if the mother had 
issued an entirely uzunernorious 
application to revoke die care 
order in relation to E, foe balanc¬ 
ing exercise could have been 
performed. Tt was highly un¬ 
satisfactory that die vital question 
of children* welfare should de¬ 
pend cm the vagaries of procedure. 

What was the position of a. 
guardian ad litem fi) who was 
appointed to represent more than. 

one «4iiM in proceedings and-flj) 
who found that file intmsts of the' 

children he or she was appointed 
to represait conflicted? 

In. his lordship's judgment, 

there was usually no reason why 

jhe guardian ad litem could hof 
property represeptaU the children 

involved. . • 

The duty of a guardian ad Him. 
appointed in specified proceedings 

was to safeguard the interests of 
die child or children whom ite ik 

she was appointed to represent In 
the manner prescribed by .rule‘4.11 - 

of the Rrinfly Proceedings; Rifles. 
(SI 1991 No 1247). There was . 

nothing in . rule 4.11 whkh;.prer 
verned a guardian ttd.fitem 

representing children wftOEe.>HK 

terests conflicted. ' -3 t ;,. . 

In this case, the guardfan-dri 
litem had been able to ftflfifher 
function notwithstanding the ron- 
flict of interests between the d«kt. 

ibl She bad identified and defined. 

the interests.of each child; she bad 
then conducted a balancing -ex¬ 
ercise between the interests of ,toe 

children and gave her view of. 
where toe balance fefl. 

In his Lordship’s judgment; to 
have more than one guardian ad 
litem was unnecessary and com¬ 
plicated toe matter: it was also a. 
waste of valuable resources. ■ 

(An order prohibiting . toe 
publication of information ludy to 

identify tbe focal authority dr 
whereabouts of the children was 
made.] 

Aircraft noise decision was unlawful 

had brought about partly because 
of the aftermath, which had so 
affected him. tbe medical evidence 
was, that he was increasingly 
depressed and he might be a 
suicide risk. 

in the rireumstances. although 
the senteoce was unduly lenient, 
ought their Lordships, as a matter 
of discretion order the offender to 
return to prison or not? If it were to 
be return to prison it would for a 
very short period indeed. They did 
not consider dial it was in the 
public interest that that should 
come about U was sufficient that 
they should, by their judgment, 
indicate the level of sentence for 
causing death by dangerous driv¬ 
ing. far from the top of toe scale, 
should command. 

Solid tore: CPS. HQ: John 
Healey & Co. 

Regina v Secretary of State 
for Transport Ex parte Rich¬ 
mond upon Thames London 
Borough Council and Others 
Before Mr Justice Latham 

(Judgment December 20] 

Decisions made by toe Secretary of 
State for Transport were node 
unlawfully where they were made 
contrary to stated policy and 
witfiout acknowledgment of toe 
change in his position. 

Mr Justice tatham so held in 
upholding. to the extern of declara¬ 
tory relief only, the applications of 
the London Borough erf Richmond 
upon Thames, the Royal Borough 
of Windsor and Maidenhead. 
Tandridge District Council,. the 
London Borough of Hillingdon 
and Slough Borough Council for* 
certiorari to quash toe decisions of 
the Secretary of State far Transport 
to introduce new flying restrictions 
at Gaiwick. Heathrow and 
Stansted made on October 12.1993, 
February 1.1994 and May 6.1994. 

The secretary of state’s decisions 
were intended to give effect to 
proposals to restrict flying to and 
from Heathrow. Stansted and 
Gatwick airports at night by 
allocating pom is to each kind of 
aircraft so that the quietest were 

allocated Oi points then ranging 
through 1. 2, 4. 8. © 16 for toe 
loudest type of aircraft 

. Total noise quota counts were 
then imposed &y which there were 
to be no more flights by aircraft of 
all kinds flan amounted to toe use 
of 5A00 points for die winter and 
7,000 for the summer at Heathrow 
and for Gatwick toose figures were 
to be 6.450 and 9,000 respectively. 

The secretary of state had made 
an earlier Arircinn to introduce a 
new regime for night flights which 
had been successfully challenged 
by judicial review before Mr 
Justice Laws (The Times October 
12. 1993). Tbe derisions that were 
the subject of toe present challenge 
were intended to introduce toe new 
night flying provisions in a more 
acceptable form. 

Mr Richard Gordon. QC and 
Mr Alan Madean for tbe ap¬ 
plicants; Mr Ian Burnett and Mr 
Mari: Shaw for toe secretary of 
state. 

MR JUSTICE LATHAM said 
the applicants' arguments pertain¬ 
ing to legitimate expectation had 
two aspects. One was that the 
secretory of stale* derisions were 
invalid as he had promised or 
undertaken that noise levelswould 

be reduced, or at least made no 
worse but that the regime for noise 
levels introduced by his decisions 
would allow for greater noise. 

That was rejected by Mr Justice 

Laws as a matter of principle but 
tbe applicants now sought to re¬ 
argue the question on a somewhat 
different basis of fecL 

On legitimate expectation toe 
applicants also argued that they 
were entitled to consultation but 
had not had such proper con¬ 
sultation. That was a submission 
that tiie applicants had re¬ 
formulated in the present case to 
fair* account of their Haittr that 
they were misled as to the basis 
upon which the proposals were put 
forward fix' consultation in Janu¬ 
ary 1993. 

The summer maximum for 
movements of aircraft at Heath- - 
row in 1988 was 2.750 and when 
consulting interested parttes that 

was toe basis upon which the 
secretary of state calculated a noise 
quota cornu in 1988 of 8JXX) in 
comparison with proposals for a 
quota of 7.000. 

In fed the number of aircraft 
movements for summer 1968 at 
Heathrow was 1.800 and the 
responded accepted that the noise 

quota far that number of move¬ 
ments would in all probability be. 
less than 7,000. Far from being an 
improvement over die nose levels 

experienced in 1988 the new sum¬ 

mer quotas if fully utilised would 
produce an increase over the noise 
levels experienced in summer 1988 
contrary to toe apparent .and 
expressed policy of toe respon¬ 
dents. The consultation paper was 
materially misleading and there 
was not full and fair consultation. 

But the issue went further than 
toe consultation process. The Sec¬ 
retary of state had made it dear, 
that noise levels would be below 
those in summer 1988. His Lord: 
ship coaid could see nothing to 
suggest that the secretary of state 
took into amount that toe proposed 
quotas, if folly utilised, would 
probably result in increased noise 
levels contrary to his expressed 
poficy. 

The secretary of state might, if 
he took, account of relevant consid¬ 
erations. depart from his pre¬ 
viously expressed policy but must 
necessarily include a recognition 
that he had done so. The decisions 
were for those reasons unlawfoL 

Solicitors: Mr. Richard Buxton. 
Cambridge; Treasury Solicitor . 
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TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 071 481 4481 GENERAL APPOINTMENTS FAX: c 

071 782 7107 ** 

Arabic Speaking 
General Manager - Automotive Company 

Egypt 
A successful and growing automotive company in Egypt, part of a multi-national 
group, requires a dynamic and experienced arabic speaking general manager to 
promote and consolidate all activities within the organisation. 

• Reporting to the Chairman, the prime challenge for marketing and sales 
oriented executive, is to increase sales volume of a highly successful small car 
to a target of 10,000 units for 1995, add to existing service centres and spare 
parts units and develop new distribution networks. 

• Aged 35-45 educated to degree level, preferably in a technical or accounting 
discipline, you will be an ambitious high achiever with a demonstrable track 
record of excellent management skills, financial abilities, sales and marketing 
performance, strategic planning and corporate development skills in the 
automotive business. 

• Personal characteristics will include leadership qualities, coupled with drive, 
tenacity and an ability to motivate and inspire confidence at all levels. 
Exceptional personal commitment is mandatory for this high profile and 
rewarding position. 

Please send full CV in confidence to the recruiting officer (010 20-2) 
5701055/1009 

Translator/English and 
Arabic Speech Writer 

Egypt 
A multi-national company based in Cairo seeks a highly talented linguist with 
direct operational experience in the international business arena. 

The Position: 

The role is dedicated to translating various documentation with a strong emphasis 
on developing and writing first-class speeches in both English and Arabic for the 
company’s dynamic Managing Director. 

The Candidate: 

The candidate must have extensive knowledge of world economics, business 
trends, political movements and the interest to keep closely abreast with current 
affairs. 

Preference will be given to those with business degrees and/or professional 
qualifications in translation. The ability to perform under pressure and meet 
deadlines is essential coupled with haiti work and devotion to duty. Basic 
computer skills will be required for this position. 

Please send full GV. in confidence to the recruiting officer (010 20-2) 
5701055/1009 
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& A 
Grfeps Hoife* Hal k a tewing and hnovatiw firni of SoBdtors - and ■ moving fixthsr 
up various independent ratings year an year In a* work typo. We hove 24 partners and 

employ over 180 staff in four offices and provide a wide range of legal and finrod 
services through txr Convnerdat, Private and Rnonce & fovestnicnt Services Dtvrifons. 

We have inverted heavfy in marketing activities and information technology to nrtdh 

our edge. 

We are iooktag to appoint a 

BUSKSS DEYHJ0PMB4T end MEDIA RELATIONS tt0FES9ONAL 

to work with our progressive management toon, based at aur head affoe to Tunbridge 

Wefls and reporting to out Managing Fntner. You wtt identify new markets and awrt 
fee earners in developing new business opportunities; plan and fcnptament the fan's 

extensive meda natations strategy, both norionefly and locoly; undertake and 

supervise promotion^ activities. 

You wi need to hove sevqd years* experience of mmagnfl a mcvfceting and business 
dcretapment function in a sophhlfcnted environment ,prefard>iy wtthin a profesgiwwt 

partnership. You w* have exceBwit comnutfcatim skis. You wffl aba need to be 

able to motivate fwtfier a smel spectator team end Mealy hove eflpaJenoe of woriuig 

within a sophisticated state-of-the-art c&ent and contacts database. 

An exceflent salary and benefits package «fl be avaMde. 

M you <m interested in making a positive and major connfcution to the hither 

development of the firms business, please contact Mdwh Lewie oar Personnel 

SAmaget far a Ml jab descriptions 

Qfope Hmriee Hofi. Sefiuese Heme, 11-13 Meant Epfrain Reod, 
Tonbridge Wdfc. Kent TO1 104. TeL ORB 513121. 

PROJECT MANAGER 

EASTERN EUROPEAN EXPOSURE 

Based: London Salary £30 - 35.000 

Our client is a leading provider of real 
time data to the financial markets. Due 

to recent activity in Eastern Europe 

tfaey are now developing a product to 
market into this sector. 

This has resulted in the need to 

recruit a Project Manager/ Product 

Manager to manage this development. 

The successful candidate will guide this 

product through start-up to 

completion, and will be responsible for 

marketing toe product in Eastern 

Europe. 

Of graduate calibre you wflj require 
at least two years experience of 

working in Eastern Europe and be 

able to hold a conversation in at least 
two Eastern European languages. 

A knowledge of data feeds and 
associated technology is essential. 

To express an initial interest please call 
David V Holloway or John Bowman on 
01712091000 office 0171286 2668 
evenings and weekends or alternatively 
send ar fax your CV to them at: 
Drax Dearman Associates 

Charlotte House, 14 Windmill Street 

London W1P 2DY. Pax: 0171 209 0001 

DIRECTORS 

SEMOR CONSULTANT/TEAM LEADER 
Rinopeau SoSmc Services is a progressive noflwc hw 
with SO UlCUShe diot pneMin The < nrtfiniil,^ mnvw of 
te company and its puwkrWi bn erased m opportuaky to 
expend the bosom sod fti evahafa new maricapbcn- Tfa 
wswigftd appfran wBJ be expected lo play • nntfor role i 
this progwnme. 

Heftfae vrfB be "p'**1 to aaonae products «t 
teennMVnd rad ma«i h«lih tw-Mnl anA nmtHtnj flmyi 
as well n developing new pataca for deans. Vfc we looking 
Sir a ntnqoe. and dynamic bsSvidml, wfatwi to at imt 
dqpee levd wSh a proven track record and rtfik In DBASE 
IB. 4GL, INGRESS, ORACLE, Windows, ACCESS, 

NETWORKING, RDBMS, UNIX, DOS rod VMS, 

Wa teqghe someone with cowiilwMc experienrr. io a wide 
mgoofifisdplms and k Is faScly dm anyone under 30 wffl 
have developed the bands on rtflh nod experience 
flat we look, fly in senior stag The wumM eaatSdrte wffl 
be tewacded witb an nactira mmooeatiw package ao if yea 
took jw hare tbe toSty to benefit from fids ons«tianly 
please finonl poor CV Ik 

European Software Services, 
Falcon House, 16 Femldfl Road, 

Cove. Famborough, Hants, GUM 9RX. 

SEEKING A NEW ROLE? 

Europe s leading career management and outplacement consultancy, Interface, 
has nearly 20 years experience of career development for senior executives and 
many of Britain's largest companies. 

Accessing over 6,000 unadvertised vacancies a year, mostly at £40 - 150,000 p.a. 
InterExec provides clients with vital market intelligence and its subsidiary, 
InterMex, makes personal recommendations from its candidate bank, without 
charge, to an extensive network of contacts. 

CDOA, 
Call 

X E C 

Keith Mitchell 

bn 0171930 3041 

19 Charing Cross Road. 
London WG2H OES 

or Nicki Payne 

on 01703 351135 

1 Groswnor Square 

Southampton SOl5 2SB. 

or Sandra Costello 

on 0131225 8414 

63 George Street, 

Edinburgh EH2 2JG 

THE UK'S LARGEST SOURCE OF UNADVERTISED VACANCIES 

SENIOR MANAGER 
Our efient, a market leader in the business of ml 

trading and bartering, is sedting a very experienced 
indhtidoai to head op a brand new depeitniem with 
the extatingEa* European Diviriaa. You will need 
to some Crude Oil and Oil ftodndi from CIS 
Countries and flamer republics of toe USSR, by 
estafafiriung and expanding relations between various 
East European iclwaaies, arranging processing 
agreements, storage; fnmriiipmmt and later to 
umvirdnilii on two anero of apfroffi - tty Rating . 

and the two republics of Azeffaaqan and Kazakhstm.' 
The position will involve a great deal of travel' 
between London, Alma Ala, Kiev and Minsk, and it 
will be a reqnireniem that you spend part of the time 
in ora- efienfs Moscow office. 

If yon gi'ihlunUal more than 8 yeas ago and have 
since concentrated on developing toe marketing of 
ofl and related products within the Eastern Bloc 
countries and are now engaged at senior manager 
level within this industry, have the abilily to converse 
and read technical documents in Engikh, Bnwi» 
and preferably Czech and possibly Sabo Croat as 
well, then our client would wish to here Sum you. hi 
return, yon win be offered an attrretive salary 
package with most of tbe usual benefits such a 
position would command. Please address your 
up-to-date cv. with a hand-written cavciing lettec, in 
the first instance, to: 

Mrs Genvicve Fay, LWG Pic, 

Queen Anne House, JI The Green, 

Richmond UponThames, Surrey. TW91PX. 
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It pays to book 
early, honestly 

The post-Christmas 
travel industry sales 
fight is again in full 

swing as travel agents and 
tour operators seek to at¬ 
tract an estimated three 
million package holiday- 
makers prepared to book 
early for next summer. 

If has now become tradi¬ 
tional for the giants of the 

: industry to try to out-do 
each other with bigger dis¬ 
counts —and then solemnly 
to warn that prices will soon 
have to rise again. The same 
song has been sung so often 

. that sophisticated travellers 
ignore it 

This year, for once, the 
industry is not crying wolf. 

The inflationary pressure 
' which has built up over the 
past few years is near 
bursting point and before 
the summer season of 1995 
really gets under way I 
predict that tour 
operators will be 
bringing out “sec¬ 
ond edition" bro¬ 
chures with 
higher prices. 

Almost every 
element in a stan¬ 
dard package 
holiday is now 
costing much 
more than it did HAJ 
last year. tjt r i 

The charter air- 
lines are having 
to pay more to buy or lease 
bigger aircraft to make best 
use of takeoff and landing 
slots now in desperately 
short supply. The number 
of passengers carried last 
month by the holiday air¬ 
lines is up by 45 per cent on 
the same month last year 
and an even bigger increase 
is likely next year. 

This year British tour 
operators were shocked to 
discover that they no longer 
had the pick of beds in the 
best hotels throughout the 
Mediterranean and they 
could no longer force hote¬ 
liers to accept low prices. 

Even those who were 
prepared to pay in full and 
in advance were being told 
that the rooms had been 
snapped up by holidaymak¬ 
ers from the former East 
Germany, Russia, Scandi¬ 
navia and other European 

HARVEY 
ELLIOTT 

countries with expanding 
economies. 

There are a few excep¬ 
tions. Holidays in Turkey 
are still cheaper than most 
because the Germans have 
decided not to go there in 
such numbers next year, 
and there is still some over¬ 
capacity in Florida. 

Destinations which are 
attractively priced — and 
therefore popular — in 1995 
will be the Dominican Re¬ 
public and Sri Lanka and 
there is growing interest in 
Italy and the Middle East. 

Bur in most of the more 
popular holiday destina¬ 
tions the fundamental eco¬ 
nomic diktat rules — high 
demand and stagnant sup¬ 
ply means higher prices. 

The coming year will see 
the beginning of a bitterly 
fought planning battle as 
BAA tries to get permission 

to build a fifth 
terminal at 
Heathrow. 

Expect even 
more noise from 
the anti-noise 
groups living 
near airports as 
they are joined by 
protesters who 
until now have 

.VEY concentrated on 
(Ty-TT stopping roads 
^1 1 being built Also 

expect a serious 
attempt to shift the “hub" of 
Europe from Heathrow to 
Frankfurt, Paris, Amster¬ 
dam. Brussels or even 
Luxembourg. State-owned scheduled 

airlines in mainland 
Europe may finally 

have to face the fact that 
rules outlawing state-aid 
applies to them and not just 
to Britain. 

With more overcrowding, 
higher prices and political 
inaction, the arrival of 1995 
would seem to presage a 
particularly gloomy 12 
months. But it need not be. 

More than 10 million 
people will fly away on 
foreign package holidays 
next year, business travel 
looks certain to grow fast, 
and the number of short 
breaks taken at home will 
also be up sharply. 

A grey army heads south 
You can winter in the sun and save 
money, says Marianne Curphey 

Record numbers of re¬ 
tired people are 
avoiding the gloom 
of a British winter 

and heading for the sun—and 
a lower cost of living — in the 
Mediterranean. 

It is now possible to spend 
eight weeks in a Spanish 
apartment for less than £600 
per person while eight weeks 
in an all-inclusive hotel, with 
all meals, activities and re¬ 
freshments paid for, costs 
about £1.065 per person. 

As well as avoiding fud bills 
by leaving Britain behind, it is 
often much cheaper to eat out 
in Spain and Greece. The 
Thomas Cook travel agency 
calculates that a three-course 
meal costs about £5.35 in the 
Greek Islands. In Spain, eat¬ 
ing out costs about £6.85. 

Retired people spend most 
of their income on food and 
motoring, according to the 
Central Statistical Office. The 
wealthiest 20 per cent of 
households with more than 
two people aged between 65 
and 75 spend just over £16 a 
week on fuel, light and power, 
and just under £6Q a week on 
food. In eight weeks their food 
and fuel bill would be over 
£600, their motoring bill 
would be £535 and leisure 
goods and services would exist 
£564. The total: £1,700 per 
household. 

Those with the most money 
and aged over 75 spend an 
average £14 on fuel and £44 on 
food, and their bill for two 
months would be £460. 

Saga, the holiday company 
which specialises in travel for 
die over-50s and which sends 

THE London Planetarium, 
one of the capital's most 
popular tourist attractions for 
the past 36 years, is to dose 
from next Monday for a £45 
million refurbishment, David 

■Churchill writes. The work 
will last for five months and 
will include the scrapping of 
the old Zeiss twin-globe 
projector. 

“The Zeiss was starting to 
show its age so we decided to 
upgrade the technology and 
change the seating arrange¬ 
ment to bring it in line with 

all its clients abroad during 
the off-peak season, says 
Spain. Malta, Portugal. 
Cyprus and Madeira are its 
most popular long-stay winter 
sun destinations. 

Noel Josephides. managing 
director of Cyprus specialists 
Surwil Holidays, warned, 
however, that winter in the 
Mediterranean can be colder 
than some holidaymakers 
imagine. 

Temperatures can be as 
low as SC or 9C and there are 
times when you will need a 
jacket.” he says. “In addition, 
holidaymakers should pick 
resorts dose to amenities and 
not head for the hills. There is 
little joy in being far away 
from shops, restaurants and 
indoor activities if it rains for a 
week." 

Saga (0800 300 500). offers 
accommodation at the 
Turmalina Apartments at Cal- 
pe, Costa Brava, for 28 nights 
in January from £359 per 
person induding flights, 
based on two people sharing a 
one-bedroom apartment 

All-inclusive holidays at 
Lloret de Mar, Costa Brava, 
for eight weeks from January 
cost £1,065 per person in a 
twin or single room. 

Thomas Cook is currently 
offering 28 days full board 
accommodation on the Costa 
Blanca for £499 per person. 
Departures are between Janu¬ 
ary 5 and 18 and extra weeks 
are £99. 

Saga's top ten winter sun 
destinations are: Spain, Mal¬ 
ta, Portugal. Cyprus, Madei¬ 
ra. Greece. Tenerife, Minorca, 
Majorca, Turkey. Portugal is one of the most popular mid-winter holiday destinations among over-50s 

Planetarium facelift 
other planetaria around the 
world.” says the administra¬ 
tor, Undine Con cannon. 

The inside of the planetar¬ 
ium is being totally rebuilt 
with new theatre-style seating 
to replace the present circular 
seat layout and a new comput¬ 
er-controlled video projector 
called Digistar Two. 

The new projector will 

project even more detailed 
charts than the 9.000 stars 
displayed by the old two-ton 
Zeiss equipment The naked 
eye can see only a maximum 
of 2,000 stars from either 
hemisphere. 

Ms Concannon says that 
replacing the Zeiss projector 
means the end of an era for the 
planetarium. “We’U be very. 

very sad to see it go, but the 
Digistar will enable us to be 
more flexible in what we can 
show. This is important given 
the ever-increasing new dis¬ 
coveries about the universe.” 

Hie planetarium was 
opened in 1958 by the adjacent 
Madame Tussaud’s as a pri¬ 
vate venture after attempts 
over the previous 30 years to 
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1tVl Garden 
holidays 

HOLIDAYS 

bloom 
THE pleasures of gardening, 
without any of its pains, are 
now being offered by an 
increasing number of special¬ 
ist holiday firms. Celia Had- 
don writes. 

Looking round somebody 
eIsa’s nearly perfect flower¬ 
beds is so much easier than 
cultivating your own and 
garden tourism abroad offers 
all the colour and fragrance — 
without the rain which so 
often accompanies British hor¬ 
ticultural tours. 

David Sayers Travel (01572- 
821330). for instance, runs a 
week’s holiday in Normandy 
from June 30. from £1,097. 
Further afield, and more ex¬ 
pensive, is the trip to New 
Zealand gardens and national 
parks, from November 16 for 
25 days, from £3.987. 

Gardener's Delight (01522- 
703773) has two four-day holi¬ 
days. costing from £389 and 
starting April 21 and April 25. 
to Floralies in Ghent, the 
Belgian equivalent of Chelsea 
Flower show, only much larg¬ 
er. The company is also run¬ 
ning a ten-day coach holiday 
starting June 28 to the high 
Alps, from £835 and including 
a visit to the highest garden in 
Europe. 

Cox and Kings (0171-873- 
5002) runs garden holidays to 
Madeira. Lisbon, the C6te 
d'Azur and Italy. An eight-day 
trip round the Italian Lakes 
costs from £1.025 and leaves 
on June 22. August 31, Septem¬ 
ber 14 and September 28. The 
trip includes a visit to the Villa 
Taranto, created in the 1930s 
by an Englishman abroad 

Boxwood Tours. (01235- 
532791) which has holidays to 
Normandy, Tuscany, the Irish 
Republic, the Cdte d'Azur, and 
Madeira this year, promises a 
mixture of private and public 
gardens. In Madeira, for in¬ 
stance, which costs from £895 
for April 27 to May 4. there 
trill be visits to botanical 
gardens, an orchid nursery, 
and the Quinta Palheiro, a 
garden created by the English 
Blandy family. 

Expatriate Brits like the 
Blandys have made gardens 
all over the world and despite 
the exotic plants, their gardens 
have the unmistakable atmo¬ 
sphere of home. 

raise government finance had 
failed It was the first planetar¬ 
ium in the Commonwealth 
although many other plane¬ 
taria, mostly publicly funded, 
had been built in Europe and 
the United States. 

The narrator, remembered 
with most nostalgia by many 
visitors, was John Ebdon, 
whose stentorian tones were 
heard between 1968 and 1989. 
Other narrators indude the 
astronomer Heather Cooper 
and actors Martin Jarvis and 
Joss AckJand. 
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Save up to 33% on Le Shuttle trips 

Folkestone 

Calais 

Boulogne 

The Channel Tunnel is now open to private motorists and 
The Times offers you the opportunity to try this new and 
exerting route to France at a bargain price. 

In conjunction with Eurodrive Travel Club, we are offer¬ 
ing 24-hour return fares for £49 - a saving of £26. A 72- 
hour return is £59, saving £16. Both feres indude the car 
and up to 16 passengers. 

: Valid at any time between February 1 and March 31, the 
trips also come with the option to stay in a selection of 
French chateaux, manor houses and inns at advantageous 
prices. 

The offer covers all departures. Le Shuttle has reserved 
a limited number of places which will be allocated on a 
first-come-first-served basis. Although we cannot take 
bookings for specific crossing times, we will try to allocate 
the most convenient crossing, subject to availability. 
Overnight accommodation 
Euro Drive has arranged an exclusive selection of hand- 
picked character hotels to suit all budgets. For example, 
you could stay in the Red Fox Hotel in Le Touquet at a spe¬ 
cial Times price of £56 per person. The hotel is in a prime 
position in the town centre. 

Another possibility is a gastronomic weekend in a con¬ 
verted 18th century watermilL The four-star Moulin de 
Mbmbreux is dose to St Omer and has a Michdin-starred 
restaurant Each room has a private bathroom, a hairdiy- 
er, a "minibar. a telephone and television. The Times spe¬ 
cial price is £69 per person. 

Trices are based on a car and four people staying rwo 

APPLICATION FORM 
Name-_-..._-- 

Address.——.-i..—--—- 

_—-—Postcode.—- 

Day Tel--;-Eve Tel... 
Lbt al other members of your party 

Car Make and model-;.—.----- 
Registration No_-_——.I confirm it is less than 1.85m high 
Pteasa send deflate of hotel packages to my home address □(**) 

Please kxficaie channelcrosstna requirements 

OUTWARD JOURNEY 
first Choice data__ Second Choice Date —— 

Preferred time bands In which to sail (jplea&e circle) 
oaor-d&QO.- o8.oi.iano iiot-ie.oo is.oi-ao.oo 20.01-24.00 

OUTWARD travel Eariteat time...-Latest time 

nights in twin or double rooms on a room-only basis, and 
are valid until March 30.1995. Fbr a car with two people, a 
supplement of 10 per person is payable. If you would like 
details of EuroDrive’s other hotel choicest tide the relevant 
section of the application form. 
Travel and motor breakdown insurance 
Eurodrive has negotiated special deals on insurance with 
Europ Assistance. You are not obliged to take out insur¬ 
ance as a condition of these offers, but you are recom¬ 
mended to do so. Motor breakdown insurance is £22 and 
personal cover £6.50 for three days; children aged under 14 
are half-price and infants aged up to three are free. To ben¬ 
efit from this offer, tick the relevant section of the applica¬ 
tion form. . 
Terms and mad&msi AppCcstion* mua be on the official Times form (photocopies are 
accetwUe) and sent to The Tims Try The Tunnd Oflsr. EnroDrive Travel Club. Hie 
Broadway. 3-5 Crouch End H3L Lmiton N8 8DH. to arrive no tew than January 30, 
19R Andhatintt must be raxradai least k® days before departure If you are paying 
by cheque, or men diys if yon are paying by credit or debts card or postal order. 

Travel must be cnnpleted by midnight on March 3J. 1995. M bootings are subject lo 
restricted HraltabUhy. If Le Shnrtle crossing* cannot be provided due la mckof avafl- 
ability or service an the requested dates, we resave the right ra offer similar crresmei 
cn afcematfve daies. 1/ you are aflooueri a crossing oonide year first and second choic¬ 
es, you may caned the booking without penally. 

A maximum of 16 people may travel in each car. as tong as die number travelling 
does not exceed the manuftrinrert leoinuucndcd capaeby. There b no length regrfc- 
tton. bui maximum height is i te mores, including any roof load. 
Motorcycles, cydcs. caravans, camper vans, nailers, coaches and fcotpagnegencan- 
noc be booked. No tespondhfli<y can be taken for lost or damaged applications: proof of 
posting win not be accepted as proof of receipt. The offer cannot be combined with any 
other offer, saving or discount scheme and is tor mnrn travel only. 

CanceOadratt. alterations and amendments wiB be accepted onjy in writing ty 
recorded pan and a chare of £30 per booting wOI be made. Insurant* premiums are 
not refundable- Tfctes will be issued subject to EuroCumveTs cnndiiicns oX carriage, 
which can be obtained on request. 

RETURN JOURNEY 1st Choice date_2nd Choice Data__ 
Preferred time bends in which to safl (pteese circle} 
00.01-08.00 08.01-1240 12.01-16.00 16.01-20.00 20.01-24.00 
Please Indteata the earnest and latest times you would accept tor 
RETURN travel Earliest time--Latest time- 
Special Offer payment details CU 24HR @ £48 EH 72HR @ £59 
Channel Crossing @ £.—JCar £.—--- 
or R Fox Package @ £-pp £--- 
or Moufin Package @ £-pp £---- 
Plus Vehicle Insurance @ £22/Car £.--- 
Plus_Adult Insurance® £8J5D pp £.—---- 
Plus --ChBdInsurance©£3.25pp- £.--- 

Total-Es—__ 

I endoea a cheque for £ payable to Letaue Direction Ltd 
Or, please debit myAccess/Vtsa/Swftch card 

Number i i ltt FT rrrrmTTn 
Issue-Expiry.- 
Signature 
CantivoWer address If Afferent from appicam-----— 

Send to Try The Tuhnel Offer y— m 
EuroDrive Travel Chib. The Broadway, 
3-5 Crouch Bid H8L London N88DH. tda v/c i mic 
Pvnmmnriwt rinflRmmnTANnl I KAVtL LLUU 
3-5 Crouch Bid H&L London N8 8DH. 
For any queries, ring EuroDrive Travel 
Club 00 0181-342 6979. 

FLIGHTS 

USAirtcurs 
ATLANTA £219 
BOSTON • £215 
CHICAGO £255 
DALLAS £285 
DENVER £285 
FORT LAUDERDALE £215 

AS prints ex. uui (ram 

FORT MYERS £215 ORLANDO £195 
[AS VEGAS £275 PHOENIX £275 
LOS ANGELES £235 SAN FRANCISCO £245 
MIAMI £195 SARASOTA £215 

NEW YORK £189 TAMPA £215 
NEW ORLEANS £235 WASHINGTON £215 

A A * ^ ' - 

AETA 38047 ATQL3035 

MONTREAL 
TORONTO 
VANCOUVER 
BERMUDA 
ANTIGUA 
NASSAU 

124 hour Orlando hotline 081-553 6003. For flights, 
accommodation, car hire, Disney passes, and lots, lots more. 

For a free brochure call 0345 666666 (Mnh are dorsal n lorn ratal 

LONDON: 081-159 7733 Ref 251 open until BpmMON. to fri. 
MANCHESTER: 061-436 2515 Ref 251 sat. & sun. 

Alamo rent a car from £10 per week. 

Hilton Hotels from £22 per person (z sharing). 

We have arranged over a million trips to the USA 

HfH 
Low coart flights worldwide 
and'up lo 65% discount on hotob A car hire 

Cell Trailfindari for (h« complete tailor-made travel service 
LONDON Umghoul: 071 -938 3364 

Transatlantic & European: 07*1 >997 MOO 
First & Business Class: 071-938 3444 

MANCHESTER Worldwide: 061-839 6969 
First & Business Class: 061-839 3434 

WH5TOL Worldwide: 0372-299000 
GLASGOW Worldwide: 041-353 2224 

MOi '*58 IMA AiWtSW 

INTER EUROPE TRAVEL LTD 

WORLDWIDE DISCOUNT FARES 
EUJKMB AMERICA WORLDWIDE 

AMSTiBDAM ns BOSTON tm BANGKOK tm 

FA*D 08 CALIFORNIA f» CARIBBEAN an1 

GENEVA tz» CHICAGO OS) DELHI £349 

MAOUD XUS FLORIDA tm HONGKONG X4» 

NKE tm HAWAII MR JKTRJBG £09 

PABB m KEWYOK 08 NAIROBI 1355 

■OBOE Ml WASHINGTON £01 SINGAPORE 1419 

TEL AVIV C05 SEATTLE 1289 SYDNEY £09 

NELSON’S TRAVEL 

081 951 5566 

FAX: 081 951 3065 

FLIGHTS 

VICEROY AIR 
INTERNATIONAL 

0476 74111 apt a bO/t> * 

lm » Bangkok ME UWTO » 
4H Umar 88 Okapi os 

071 287 274 

>.BASSY FLIGHT CENTRE 

AGTA 3989) 

0273 700737 

GERMAN 
TRAVEL 

CINTHI 
Return Altl^res fr. 

0718364444 
071 3795212 

Berlin 
Gn.'mcn 
Cole fine 
Drescer, 
Ouool'Jnrl 
f-'ranfcturt 
H.tmhurg 
Hanover 
Munich 
Mur,sli;r 
Mnrarn&urn 

£133 
£109 

£84 
£ 161 
£80 
£85 

£10B 
£113 
£130 
£119 
£144 
£119 
£120 
£129 

•USA* WTO EAST* 
♦AFRICA* 

FIRST AND CLUB CLASS 

AT 

GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 
FLORIDA £1,100 (dub) 

CALIFORNIA £1490 (dub) 

m 0245465 062 

FLIGHTS AND FLYDRIVE 
TO THE USA & CANADA 

Taftmade BaBfajs 
MatadHW Rotiab, Caach Tan 

ftmfaHoSdajt 

0730 266588 
199? Brochure out nov>' 



THEATRE page 31 

Beatrice Lillie was the 

funniest woman in the 

world — in her heyday 

and her dotage ARTS 
THE TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER291993 

TOMORROW 

Happy meetings ’ 

with Ronald Duncan, 

man of letters and 

confirmed old rake 

Strictly 
adults 
only 

CINEMA: Geoff Brown gorges on some 
real mind fodder in Vanya on 42nd. 

Street; plus the year’s best and worst Following a movie Christ- . 
mas dominated by Macau- «« I 
lay Culkin. Santa Atten- V anya. On j 
borough and Sylvester 47nri Stiwt 

Following a movie Christ¬ 
mas dominated by Macau¬ 
lay Culkin, Santa Atten¬ 
borough and Sylvester 

Stallone blowing people up, the 
time has come for some adult 
entertainment. Chekhov, no less. 
Not that Vanya on 42nd Street is 
your traditional Chekhov produc¬ 
tion. No country estate setting. No 
steaming samovars. The actors 
wear street clothes throughout, and 
they speak their lines in the 
grandiose decay of the disused New 
Amsterdam Theatre in New York 
City: once home of the Ziegfeid 
Follies in the 1920s. current home to 
cobwebs, rats and the ghosts of a 
glorious past 

Their guide and mentor is the 
theatre director Andr6 Gregory, 
who watches the rehearsal with a 
few friends, but gives no notes 
between acts. Since the bulk of his 
actors have been giving semi- 
public rehearsals of the play for five 
years, off and on. there is probably 
no need. The most instruction 
Gregory offers is: “OK, let's take a 
little break." 

Act 1 is followed by a shift of 
position in the theatre. Act 1! by a 
buffet lunch. Then Chekhov re¬ 
sumes, in a lithe adaptation ren¬ 
dered by David Mamet from a 
literal translation. Wallace Shawn 
is Uncle Vanya, while the film’s 
near-invisible director is Louis 
Malle, who worked with both 
Shawn and Gregory on the whim¬ 
sical conversation piece Atfv Dinner 
With Andre, a surprise art-house 
hit in 1981. 

Vanya offers a bouquet of plea¬ 
sures. As Shawn, Julianne Moore. 
Brooke Smith and the rest of the 
cast gather for the days work, your 
eyes revel in the theatre’s golden 
peacocks and art nouveau flour¬ 
ishes. crumbling remains of ornate 
decorations that once gave a setting 
for Eddie Cantor. W.C. Fields and 

Vanya on 
42nd Street 
Curzon Mayfair 

U. 119 mins 
Malle and Chekhov for 

the ears and mind 

Love, Cheat & Steal 
MGM Piccadilly 

18.96 mins (from Jan 6) 
Advance warning of a 

minor catastrophe 

other stars of Fforera Ziegfeld* 
spectacular revues. But the grand, 
forlorn building, currently await¬ 
ing renovation by Wait Disney 
Enterprises, presents more than a 
slice of history. Its condition mir¬ 
rors the decay and torpor of 
Chekhov's characters as they gath¬ 
er at Professor Serebryakov* estate 
to ponder lost chances, lost loves, 
and the sad state of things. 

A shiver runs up your back when 
the actors' chatter blends into the 
play’s opening lines. With several 
years' intensive rehearsal behind it. 
Gregory's troupe tackles its roles 
with wonderful ease and finesse. 
The quality of the script obviously 
helps: Mamet's dialogue, muted by 
the standards of American Buffalo 
but idiomatic enough to include the 
term “freeloader" and curt repri¬ 
mands like “Oh will you shut up?", 
always sits easily on the tongue. 

Shawn* customary squawks 
and grimaces take him only so far 
into the indolent, lovelorn estate 
manager Vanya; but he never 
seriously upsets the ensemble* 
balance. George Gaynes, a regular 
In the dire Police Academy come¬ 
dies. shows his true mettle as the 
ageing, blustering Serebryakov; 
while Smith and Moore offer 
vivacity and poignancy as Sonya 

Louis Malle (in the background) plays hands-off director to Wallace Shawn and Julianne Moore as they rehearse Mamet* adaptation of Chekhov in Vanya on 42nd Street .j 

and Yelena, daughter and step¬ 
mother caught in the travails of the 
heart ft is a real pleasure to see 
American actors released from 
trash and revelling in the classic 
repertoire. 

Malle plays the observer, rather 
than the interpreter. He watches 
faces, gestures and silences. For 
some viewers, this distanced ap¬ 
proach may make the talk weigh 
uncomfortably heavy. The New 
Amsterdam Theatre never col¬ 
lapses on the cast; no one goes to 
bed with Sharon Stone. But if you 
come to the cinema with your ears 
and minds, not just your eyes and a 
bag of popcorn, Vanya on 42nd 
Street will reward you many times 
over. 

Eight new films open on January 
6: this week the tally is one. No one, 
I hope, will object if I give a sneak 
preview to Love. Cheat & Steal, a 
minor affair which would other¬ 
wise get trampled upon next week. 
Still, such is the fate this botched 

film noir from a new writer- 
director. William Curran, probably 
deserves. But since some might be 
lured to the box office by the cast — 
John Lithgow. Twin Peaks lumi¬ 
nary Madchen Amick and Eric 
Roberts—it seems only fair to issue 
a brief warning. 

The problem lies mainly with 
Curran’s script, which juggles far 
too many elements for safety- Is this 
a thriller about blackmail and 
betrayal, a bank robbery yam. or a 
sexually teasing tale of two men 
and one woman? Different scenes 
point in different directions and the 
actors quickly get derailed. 

Fbr all her arched eyebrows. 
Amide seems more Little Bo Peep 
than femme fatale; Roberts* loath¬ 
some prison escapee slumps into 
self-parody, while Lithgow, as 
Amick* banker husband, gives the 
impression that he does not believe 
one word he says. Love, Cheat & 
Steal comes smartly packaged, 
with impressive photography and 

crisp editing from Monte Heilman, 
past director of existential west¬ 
erns. But if the script is a tangle, 
and the thrills never thrill, there is 
no movie. 

So ends a year of mixed fortunes 
in British cinemas. The films 
poured out in a1 torrent but most 
minor items disappeared after a 
few weeks’ exposure. AU the ballyhoo in the 

world could not save 
Mary Shelley's Franken¬ 
stein from being an ugly 

mess; but a potential potboiler like 
Speed, from cinematographer- 
tumed-director Jan DeBont came 
from nowhere to set pulses raring 
and turn Keanu Reeves into the 
new action hunk. With The Age of 
Innocence and Schindler's List, 
Scorsese and Spielberg stretched 
themselves rewardingly; other 
prominent talents, like the Coen 
brothers or Woody Allen, stuck to 
their cosy rut. 

Britain charmed the world with 
the bubbly social comedy of Four 
Weddings and a Funeral but few. 
unfortunately, ran to see Ken 
Loach* fine and searing Ladybird 
Ladybird. The British Board of 
Film Classification appeared at 
times to be blown along with every 
passing gust of wind, withholding 
certificates for videos and films one 
minute, then issuing them when 
the tabloid headlines had disap¬ 
peared. 

Above all, this was the year that 
Quentin Tarantino became a god 
as every film magazine, every-TV 
arts programme, trumpeted his 
name. Pulp Fiction was awork of 
dark wit and attractive energy, but 
if that exhibitionist epic represents 
the cinematic peak of 1994 then the 
art form is destined for a soulless 
future. 

My own happiest hours have 
been spent with kindlier films, such 
as Han Zhuangzhuang* beautiful 
and moving The Blue Kite or 

Zhang Yimou*" To Live, or the 1 
emotional restraint .of. Scorsese* 
The Age of Innocence. The prize for. 
the most enthralling hokum must 
go to Speed, Dennis Hopper* bad 
performance. notwithstanding. 
Schindlert List .'and Altman* . 
Short Cuts were films -to admire;^' 
but not particularly itiierish; while; 
Forrest Gump,' fite fcevbtal 

- Hollywood's classier films, would. 
have been more enjoyable if its: 
material had not beat so over;-, 
stretched. 

For idiosyncratic delights. Ran- 
as Girard* ^endlessly stimulating 
32 Short Films About Glenn 
Goald takes the yearS' auwiU" 
although Patrick Refiter* London 
deserves an honourable mention 
for injecting British cinema with.. 
playful intelligence ami a7 poetic', 
vision. And a hearty thank you to 
Krzysztof Kieslowski, for avoiding' 
the usual European waffle and r 
making films of- precision and 
substance. On to 1995. . 

THEATRE: A pantomime at the Nuffield in Southampton gets lost in Sherwood Forest 

PLAYS have been staged in 
the round aTffie Nuffield with 
fair success, but the style 
barely works at all with this 
panto Robin Hood. The kids 
liked it. particularly the tots, 
because villains prance 
around inches in front of their 
noses, and even sit on their 
laps. Alan Rickman wont do 
that when you watch Robin 
Hood on television. However, 
there is always some moment 
in the most traditionally 

Round Robin 
staged panto when actors 
chase each other through the 
audience, causing just the 
same squeaks of excitement 
so little is gained in this area 
from doing it in the round. 

The front stalls have been 
replaced by a square platform, 
and eight rows of seats rise up 
behind it on the normal stage. 

Beautiful thing 
Jonathan Harvey's Award Winning 

Hit Comedy EXTENDS 

Mp? 
./**'♦**•* : 

This works best at the begin¬ 
ning, when Granville Saxton's 
Sheriff professes to be taken 
aback by our presence on the 
stage and burlesques the re¬ 
quirements of acting to all 
points of the compass, circum¬ 
navigating the platform, rotat¬ 
ing on one leg. Unfortunately, 
the cast soon revert to playing 
in the usual direction, and the 
production (by Patrick 
Sandford and David 
Massarella) comes up with 
few ideas for making the set 
pieces enjoyable to all. 

For instance, the archery 
contest The target revolves 
around a pivot but the arrows 
go into it (or emerge from it) 
when it is faring the main 
house. The eight rows on stage 
would have liked to see Rob¬ 
in’s arrow apparently split the 
Sheriff* down the middle but 
were only allowed to see the 
result when the target next 
turned our way. 

A better idea was the joust¬ 
ing where two knights on 
converted tricycles circle the 
platform and zoom at one 

another with poles tipped with 
a sharp pin to pop the balloons 
bobbing behind their head- 
armour. A foolish idea is to 
incorporate chunks from a 
play by Tennyson, The 
Foresters. 

The Merrie Men are a 
colourless band, though Dun¬ 
can Henderson has his mo¬ 
ments as a dithering Little 
John, taken aback when Sue 
Holland* forward Jill Scarlett 
kisses him first. 

Except when Cameron 
Blakely* Robin disguises 
himself as an old crone and 
alters his voice to suit, he has 
to spout Tennysonian fatuities 
and this isn’t much fun. And 
the general lack of fun is what 
is so disappointing, except for 
tots. Saxton works hard build¬ 
ing up routines with the 
audience, and these scenes, 
often with his sidekick, Don 
Gallagher* bumbling Sir 
Guy. bring the best rewards. 
But then it is back to Sher¬ 
wood Forest, comic incidents 
that do not prove their worth, 
and the return from the Cru¬ 
sades of King Richard clad in 
his silver thermals. 

Jeremy Kingston i 

Tuned in to 
new tradition 

RADIO REVIEW: This year's Christmas 

schedules successfully combined familiar 

fare with some modem innovations At this time of the year Real tradition was else- 
some critics break their where on the waveband, nota- 
pattem of causing bly in Radio 4* A Festival ol 
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At this time of the year 
some critics break their 
pattern of causing 

slight annoyance to some 
readers by reviewing pro¬ 
grammes they have missed 
during the previous week. 
Instead they make said read¬ 
ers absolutely furious by sla¬ 
vering over programmes they 
have missed during the'entire 
year. Maddening, isn’t it? 

Take for example the Giel¬ 
gud King Lear on Radio 3, 
which absolutely and without 
question ... Oh you didn't? 
How sad. 

I shall now desist from this 
cruel and unusual punish¬ 
ment. only pausing to say that 
in 1994 I was wrongly luke¬ 
warm about the revamped 
Radio 5. which has proved to 
be a genuine success for the 
BBC, and to add that in 
refusing to join the lynch mob 
for Anderson Country I was 
too kind by half, *for the 
programme is no better than it 
ever was. 

I continue to insist, however, 
that Gerry Anderson is a good 
broadcaster in a duff context, 
which is the exact opposite of 
the problem faced by some of 
the so-called personalities who 
afflict the ear. 

A convenient point to come 
up to date, for an otherwise 
excellent Christmas of'BBC 
programmes got off to a bad 
start on Christmas Eve with 
no less a personality than 
James Earl Jones narrating 
Disney's Wonderful World 
of Christmas, a heavily-hyped 
programme with the kind of 
sugar levels your dentist gets 
mad abouL 

The BBC chose to call this 
hotch-potch of Disneyism “the 
start of a tradition” but I think 
thar we select our traditions in 
retrospect and that this will 
not be among them. I hope. 

Real tradition was else¬ 
where on the waveband, nota¬ 
bly in Radio 4* A Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols, 
which was a wondrous 90 
minutes from King* College, 
Cambridge, annoyingly 
scheduled up against Gassic 
FM* Carols from Canter¬ 
bury Cathedral. 

These and several other 
presentations demonstrated 
that the traditional Christmas 
is very much alive in the 
corridors of broadcasting, but 
there was also a marvellous 
modern tilt via The Twelve 
Days of Christmas, a wacky 
play by Bryony Lavery about 
two families running busi¬ 
nesses on a seaside pier: an ice 
cream parlour and a rock 
shop. 

The modem references were 
nicely ladled out and amusing¬ 
ly written, including a Santa 
Claus driven crackers, so to 
speak, by the need to deal in 
“child units". This play, and a new 

production of The Snow 
Queen, showed how 

weak are the extreme argu¬ 
ments that rage around sea¬ 
sonal broadcasting, tradition¬ 
alists versus modernists. The 
obvious fact that there is room 
for both and that quality and 
variety are the only worth¬ 
while tests seems to have 
escaped those hawk-eyed folk 
who watch the schedules fbr 
deviant behaviour. 

At the risk of sounding 
overly filled with good wilt [ 
have to say that Christmas 
radio, especially from the 
BBC. has this year been a 
comfort and a joy. All the more 
so when set against the film 
festival that Christmas tele¬ 
vision has become. 

Peter Barnard 

rm-BTTTTTTe 
M j—a sr!.. 

netian 
Twins 
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BV A NEW VERSION BY RajvJIT BOLT ' 

' Next performances^ 

December 31, vvc'7 
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2pm arid 7- 16pm A&rpffjj 
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January 2, 3, 1 
at T.15pm 

Ticket prices 

£6 to £22 
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A funny thing happened 
David Robinson on a 

confused by life — 

to a stage and made it 

her world again In the 1920s and 1930s they called 
Beatrice Lillie “the funniest 
woman in the world” Even in the 
1950s. when I saw her. as often as 

J* could, in her entertainment An 
Evening With Beatrice Lillie, she still 
had no serious rival for the title. She 
always did the same numbers, and did 
them in precisely the same way, and 
yet they woe always just as funny as 
the very first time. 
.She sang .them with an arch inno¬ 

cence that dissembled the merciless 
irony. The romantic tradition of popu¬ 
lar ballads was coolly' liquidated in 
songs like “Wind Romid My Heart" 
and “This Is My First Affair ... So 
Please Be Kind" (which recalled the 
Singer'S progression of amours, in the 
course of which “please be kind" 
wearied into abored“please be quidO. 
She sang “There Are Fairies At The 
Bottom Of My Garden" with the 
straightest face and, the wickedest 
innuendo/ ! 

Latein her career she was die best of 
all Auntie Mames, and a wonderfully 
eccentric Madame Arcaii in Noll 
Coward's own Broadway revival of 
Blithe Spirit. She made few films, but 
her performance as an oriental white 
slaver was the saving grace of Thor¬ 
oughly Modem Millie. 

Between the wars she was one of the 
great celebrities of the international 
social set the toast of two continents. In 
Hollywood, above an, this sophisticat¬ 
ed Canadian who had married a 
British title (she was Lady Fed) was a 
figure of enormous fascination, not 
least for her phhy aphorisms on die 
habits and celebrities of the film 
capital. Yet. strangely, she made only a 
single silent film; and this was die 
reason I came to meet her. 

In 19681 had programmed the film 
at the National Fflm Theatre. Oppor¬ 
tunely, LilUe happened to be in London 
on the day of the show: and it was 
arranged that she would come along 
and introduce the screening. 

We met for tea before the show. She 
had aged, but was instantly 
recognisable, with die oval face, sym- 

■ metrical and rather angular features 
and quizzical mouth. The Romeo cap 
which, on stage and off, had been her ' 
trademark since die Twenties, sat 
pertly cm the dark, close-bobbed hair. 
Only die eyes, once so strikingly direct 
seemed a little less focused, inclined to 
wander off into the distance. 

Her escort mentioned that they had 
just come from the cinema, where they 
had seen Start, the life stray of 
Gertrude Lawrence, Lillie's exact con¬ 
temporary. Their careers had been 
entangled, sometimes storrmly. when 
they appeared in a series of hugely 
successful revues at the Vaudeville 
Theatre during the First World War. 

Before production, die film-makers 
had asked Lillie for permission to 
present her as a character in Start. She 
told them that she would be delighted 
to play herself. This was not what the 
film-makers had in mind, since at the 
time of her association with Lawrence 
she had been 19 going on 20. Now she 
was 70. The contretemps was never 
straightened out and she did not figure 
in the film. 

But her opinion of it would, I 
imagined, be fascinating. “What film?" ' 
she asked, genuinely puzzled. “The one 
you just saw: Start. Abort Gertrude 

‘She could have been a slapstick star in the class of Chaplin or Keaton”: Beatrice Lillie, funniest woman in the world 

Lawrence.” “A film about Gertie? How 
interesting. When is it?" “You just saw 
iL" “Did I?" 

She was not. as I first supposed, 
joking. 1 began to worry slightly about 
the evening’s on-stage presentation. 

There was a reception before the 
show. The worries grew. She was 
cordial but vague, and constantly 
distracted by recurrent anxiety that she 
had lost something. “Where’s my 
handbag?" she would ask every two 
minutes; and then. “Where’S my rain¬ 
coat?" However many times toe things 
were put into her hands, she would 
start all over again. 

She could not remember for 30 
seconds why she was there at alL 
Thankfully she showed no surprise 
when 1 said: “Shall we go on stage 
now?" So far so good, but tom: 
"Where’s my raincoat?” 

“You wont need it We’re going on 
stage.” 

“I have to have it My raincoat" 
The raincoat was a striking bright 

yellow plastic garment Raincoat and 
alL we made it to toe stage. She 
sauntered on, suddenly without a care 
in toe world, dragging toe raincoat on 
toe floor behind her. She turned and 
snapped at it “Enough of that, Rdol" 
In toe same moment the raincoat was 
transformed into a dog and the 

The day I 
met... 

BEATRICE 
LILLIE 

befogged old lady into Beatrice Lillie, 
the funniest woman in the world. 

The audience roared. She fired them 
with a beady glare. “Laughter? I will 
not stand for toad" She spread the 
raincoat down on the ground. “So I 
shall sitP She did so, cross-legged, and 
started into an improvised ad She did 
not really say anything or do anything 
that could be readied as being specially 
funny in itself. She just was funny. Rjr 
15 minutes toe audience had toe time of 
their lives. Then, with perfect aplomb, 
she made her exit 

Off-stage, she seemed happy and 
energised. We made our way to our 
seats in the auditorium; and she 
graciously acknowledged the adora¬ 
tion of toe people around her. 

Then came the film, is which she 
plays toe maid of all work in a 

theatrical stock company touring the 
sticks. Silence was no handicap to her. 
she could have been a slapstick star in 
toe class of Chaplin or Keaton. A scene 
in which she disguises herself as a 
vamp in order to seduce and undo toe 
villain is a classic of film comedy. 

The film also provides the only 
permanent record of a virtuoso gag 
that always stopped the show in her 
stage appearances. Toying with a rope 
of pearls around her neck, she gives it 
an incautious flip that causes it to 
snake around her body in a slow 
descending spiral to finish at her 
ankles. 

The film could never have had a 
more appreciative audience than Lillie 
herself. She picked up every gag and 
nuance, and laughed louder than 
anyone else in toe audience. After¬ 
wards she was still laughing as, 
happily but slightly surprised, she 
acknowledged the applause. She left 
the theatre firmly grasping her bag 
and raincoat finally in command of 
those recalcitrant objects. 

She clambered gaily into her car, 
and then leaned out “1 really enjoyed 
that” she said. " It’s so funny. And 
she’s so funny. And you know, she does 
things just like me'. By the way, what's 
toe tide of that film?" 

“Exit SmilingI said 

LONDON 

VOUNG MASTERS CONCERT: Afl 
tf»ee museens twng players rt the 
h^iesr ctder. the Batocan Para Tno 
6 wtaeiy regarded as one of the leading 
Bash EncmtUK at «a eenecatonans 
ha* performed a severs otfamawrai 
testwato On toragWs pieymnte ate 
Haydn's Plena TnomESar mnsr. Lola's 
7hoNo3<nAmnorandSchuben's Tno 
mEtot 
YAgmore HaB. Wgmore Street. W1 
(D71-33S21A1) Toregnt. 730pm. Q 

BARBICAN EVBITB. Tte aBemoon 
Daryl Qflhth conducts the London 

Fotowing test years seS-cut, thee s a 
new programme of rusc and Sance 
tan tho baBet peats fnckilng Seeping 
Beauty. The Nitaresfcar and Swan 
Laha. Featuring pnnopals ant amos of 
tha London CeyBnBot 
Barbican, Stk Scare. London EC2 
£071-638 BSSt]. this afternoon, aOOpm. 

Tit* Legend Urns oil- As we 
apcractnhe sotfi arewersary of tha 
endngrt the Second World Wbr. me 
(Sam Mfltar Orchestra recreates the 
Forties wltti a teas of aiHtme tmouraas 
In tftelf Original rerengaments metering 
In the Uoart, Ltoor^ys Stvertxie ere 
Chatanoaga Cnao CHoa Patented in 
vvertrma US An force Band untams 
«*h the Moonhshc Serenade*^ 
Barbican, Sdk Street, London EC2 
(071-6388891) Tonight, 7,30pm. G 

B THE BOAT PLAYS: Sumptuously 
aaged moratties by Gd Vicente. I&h- 
certury Portugese pteywrirt*: the newly 
dead board vessels hound to HeS, 
Purgatory or (tat a few) Heaven. 
Gate, PmceAbertftto. Pembndge 
R03d,Wll (071-22307061. Man-Sas. 
7.34vn. No part Dec SSxian 3. 

BA CHRISTMAS CAROL. Jchn 
Mourners adaptation, Ian Judge s 
dtrecbcri and Cfce Francs's Scrooge 
make Das a cosy everang. weC removed 
Iran the moat fervour of Otaens. 
Barbican, S3< Street. ECS (071-633 
8891) Tonight-Dec 29. MEprtv Again 
from Jan 4 Q 

BOmM TALES: Ten Supple's 
Gupart> aagmg dthese reeby 
bloodthrsly tables. An amaang evemg 
Uddgtma 
Young Vic. 66 The Cut SET (071-928 
6363). Mon-Sat 2 rtftereni ones untt 
Jan 21. S 

□ KASKARADECatourtd but stiff 
reaaatian afthe area theaoe ol 
Jamaica's stoves. 
Cochrane, Southampton Row. WCl 
(071-242 7WO). Mon-Sat 730pm, mats 
on various days 2pm. No pert Jan Z 
UnUJanM. 

□ MY NIGHT WITH RBG. John 
Sessions and David Bamber n Kewi 
Eyots cacedem. sward-wntlng 
comedy rath a dark edge Sot gay men • 
caught up m a web ol ratioanoe and 
deception 
Criterion, PiccadBy Oats. W1 (071- 
839 4480). Mon-Tue, Thus-Sat, 8pm: 
Wed, &30pm and 0.15pm. mat Sat. 
4pm.MatonlyDec30 £) 

□ A PASSIONATE WOMAN- 
Stephanie Cole plays a woman wbo'd 
lather at on the roof and dream than 
attend her son's wedtfng: Nad Shentn 
dasas Kay Meflor*s enlertawny, 
Viough ighUraght comedy. 

newrelfases 

♦ 02: THE MIGHTY DUCKS (U): 
Stab adventures ol America's ice 
hockey team in the Junior Gooch# 
Games. Wuh Eroifio Estevez. Directa, 
SamWefcman. 
Mmc Kensington (M2&814 666) 
Mezzanine (W2&4715 B83) Swts* 
Cottage (0426-914 098) UCf 
WHWaya (071-782 3332) Wamar 
West Bid (071-4374343) 

♦ THE SPECIALIST (15): Sharon 
Stone hires expfcrshbs expat SyfvosJer 
StaUone to tenge her pararta' murder. 
This is an empty concoction ths wastes 
Is vwB-paid rears. Vrth James Woods, 
Eric Roberta, Rod Stager. Director, Lub 
Ofrfrfi 
MOM* FMham Roadg) (071-370 
2838) Ttocadero P71-434 0031) 
Hotting Hn Coronet K)(U71-727 
6705} UCtWbitaieys 6(071-7823332) 
WrenarWaat End (071-137 4343) 

CURRENT 

CRONOS (18); An atahemefs device 
offers eternal youth and a taste far 
Wood, fmagjrarere Madera vanpoB 
fkn Irom prambino drector GuAenrn 
dal Toro. 
Gate® (071-7274043) Metro (071- 
4370757) 

DEAR PCARY (IQ: CWtahUU, 
freetrfieebig Em foumaf from ttaSan 
actor-JrecKir Natirt Morea. 
CBzonWaa!jp71-3691722) NoOkig 
hH Coronet ® (071-727 870S) Renoir 
(071-8378402) 

♦ FORREST GUMP (12): Endaamg i 
bdUgart odyssey (hrou£#r post-vrer 
America WHh Ton Harks. 
EcapbB (0800 888911) UGUk Bekra 
St (071-9359772) Whren Rd 0)71-370 
2636) Trocadero Q (071-434 0031) 
UCI WhMaya B (071-782 3332) 

i LOVETROimJE (PG). RomanBC 
comedy frirtteflharJafls to match ia 
waaga HoByraxxi modab. Wbi Juke 

TODAY'S EVENTS 

A dally guide to arts 
and eraertabunent 

compiled by Paul Haynes 

ELSEWHERE 

BtRIUNGHAU BBCCWdren'sTV 
presenter Ssnon Parian hosts en 
afternoon's fun tar bears. Teddy Basra 
Concert The London Concert 
Orelioefre plays a setaction ol tunes 
nduOixJ. ol couse, Toddy Bears' 
Plcrac. Abo teourmg Die stories to the 
muse ol The EmpemCs New OMhes 
and Thet^yCkjciSng Special 
raducuons tar baar-hokteis 
Symphony Hell. Bread Street (021- 
2123333) TheSfiamoon,300pm.® 

Open Gala Mght Pad Wynne 
GflfUhs conducts the London Concert 
Orehatera m a treat to opera lovers, a 
programme of Mcoan. Bias, Verdi. 
Me^r&eer. Laotmdto and PuccWl 
Featurrg opera stare soprano Rosa 
Mamon, tenor Bonavenma Bottone 

and bantone Antfuny Uchaeis-Mocre 
as vwa as lha EngScfl Concert Oxxus 
Symphony HaB. Bread Street (021- 
212 3333). Tonight. 730pm. S 

MANCHESTER CAUBtATA. A vaned 
programme nduefing MvaUTa Four 
Seasons and FUe Concerto 

THEATRE GUIDE 

Jaramy Khtgstoa'e assessment 
ot theatre ahowtog In London 

■ House fuB, returns only 
B Some seats evaBatile 
□ Seats at aB price* 

Comedy, PSntonSbaaLSWI (071-389 
1731). Mon-Set, Bpm; mats Wed. 
and Sat. 4pm 

□ SKETCHES BY BOZ Six Of 
DWaans’s early charecw sketches, 
rwafly Oarnaused 6rd nchly axplolffid 
tar ttie* comedy and metadrama 
BAC Arte Cafe. Lavender HU, 
Battersea.SWtl (071-2232223) Tuo- 
SaL 830pm: Sun. 6 30pm. No 
performances Jan 2 

■ THROE TALL WOMEN Maggie 
Snath, Fiances da la Tour and Anastasia 
HSe show how yoianita Ngh spans 
party into gnm old age. Superb 
performances m Edward ttiee's 
powerful drama 
Wyndham*. Champ Cross Road, 
WC2 [071-309 1736). Mon-SaL 8pm; 
mats Wed and Sad. 3pm 

□ TWO WEEKS WITH THE OUEEN: 
Play tar landy audiences adapted from 
Moms GtaErnan'B excellent siory ala 
12-year-old boy who learns about death 
and the vataaoliamay love Ayck- 
bounds staging gives a a touch ol 
cancatue but wah compasstan. 
NaSonaJ (Cottostae). Sorth Bark. SE1 
P71-928225Z). Ton^t. 730pm; 
mat,pan 

□ WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND. 
Three children find a tugove in a bon 
and mstake hin tor Jas^. National 
Youth hfcisic Theatre present lha Russell 

CINEMA GUIDE 

Geoff Brown’s aaseasmart of 
fiknos In London and (where 

bKflcatad wBh the symbol ♦ ) 
on release across the country 

Roberta and Nick Note; director, 
Charles Shyer. 
Odeon Mezzanine® (M26 915683) 
UCI WtWatoy*® 1071-782 3332) 

IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU (PG): 
Bland comedy abort a warning lottoy 
ticket, whh Mcolas Cage, Bridget 
Fonda and Rosie Perez. Dracaor. 
Andrew Bergman 
U« WhMeteys® (071-792 3332) 

♦ JUMOR (PG): Juwnfe (okas 
abound ea muscle-bound Arnold 
Schwarzenegger gets pregnant at the 
name of science. VWh Emma Thompson 
and Danny DtMto. Owctor, Iran 
Bauman. 
Empire D (0800888 911) UQMk 
Baker Street (071-935 9772) RilhaRi 
Rrred (071-370 2836) Trocadero B 
(071-434 0031) UCf Wtittataya Q) (D7J- 
7823332) 

THE LAST SB7UCI10N fl«: 
Enioyablyarncxrt tab ct box. power and 
S700JMO. ratii Unda Ftorentino as the 
lemma fatale to end them all Okecior, 
John DrtL 
BactrieB (071-792 2020) MOM 
PtecaOy (D71-437 3561) 

♦THE MASK (PG): The story Ol a 
stranga mask wMchnsra ndd bank 
emptoyea mto a wbacrecking demon 
tarenawB vehicte for nrbbw-lacad Jim 
Carrey, Bbd with the artie spirit cf 
1940s cartoons. 
MGMa FuBtam Road Q (071-370 
2636) (Screens 3 and 4 oily) Panton 
Street (DTi-830 0631)Screen/Baker 

rk ARTS 31 

"GoKMncn''. Mozart? One Kfcme 
AtocMnuacas wed as worics by Core® 
andPachetoet 
Free Trade Hall. Pecor SoeeL 
Manchester (06t-2£5 3357). TortgW, 
7 30pm B 

PLYMOUTH: The Theatre Royol 
presents jn over-ihe-lap production ct 
AbcUn Stmretg theguniarais Danny 
L3 Rue as tho Widow Twankey, mother 
rt Ataddm. alias Karl Howmand TVs 
Brushstrokes With Gerald Harper 
pfrxotangtheboocandhiLses 
maatra noyat. Royal Parade. 
Plymouth (0752 267222) Tonight. 
730pm; mat, &30pm UmaFeb4 © 

LONDON fiALLERIF-S 

BrSah Muaaum: Mexican Gallery. 
PtWs ol the Barbcnn School: (071 ^36 
1555)... Hiyaad. lha Romanic 
SpM<n German Art 1790-1990(071-928 
3144). . Nrtional Pound GaBery. 
The Stfwefc, Christina Rosssffi 0)71-306 
0055)... NationalBrtlaiy the 
Young Michebngeta(07i«39 332)1. 
Royal Academy: The PaMedPago 
(071-139 7438)... Serpentine. 
Rebecca Horn |071 -402 6075). 
Tala, vwwtier dots Grtbiy. Rebecca 
Hom (071-887 8000) V&A 
Kalghae tartan Popular Paadng 1800- 
193t». Nehru Gaiety 1071 -938 
8500).. WMechapal Worlds n a Box 
(071 S22 7888) 

Tlcfcata auaHairle at Uma of gotog to 
press; please check box office. 

Labey/nchad Taytoi musical based on 
twpqpdbrffn 
Rfemrakta Sturflo 1. Cnsp W, 
Hammersmilh. W5 (061-7412255). Dec 
28-31 *730pnr. mats Dec 28-31. 
2_3Cbm. Until Dec 31 (5 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Arcadte Haymerkrt (071-9308300) 

□ BaauOluI TMng-Duka ol Yarit's 
(071-8365122). □ Blood 
Brothers'Phoem (071-667 1044) . 
□ Buddy Victoria Pabcs (071-834 
1317) BCetS New London 1071- 
405 0072)... □ Copaoabana: Prmca 
rt Wales (071-839 5972).. □ Crazy 
lor You Pnnce Edward (071-734 5951] 
□ DtsTt Dross lor Dkanar. Duchess 
(071-4945070) . □RraGuys 
Named Moe: Lync (071-494 5045) . 
B Qreaaa: Dominton (07M16 6060) 
B An kispactor CaQa: Aldtvych 1071 - 
836 6404)... BLeaIIMnltlaa: 
Pitace (071434 0909) BW» 
Saigon: Theatre Royal (071494 5400) 
□The Mousetrap: Si Mann's (071-836 
1443). □ NowflWs Mend: Apdo 
(071494 5070). □ On Approval' 
Pta^ouse(071-8334401).. QOnce 
on TNa Island: bland (Royalty], (071- 
494 509Q)... B Only the Lonely 
PicoacBy (071-389 1734)... ■The 
Phantom of the Opera: Her Majesty 's 
(071484 5400).. .BTha Prime of 
Uw Jan Brodia. Strand (071-930 
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Chesterton’s rolling English prose and poetry were once on every schoolboy’s lips. Ian McIntyre assesses the great saintly polemicist 

There is. it seems, a move afoot 
to have G.K. Chesterton beati¬ 
fied. The author of the most 
celebrated telegram in the Eng¬ 

lish language (“Am at Market Har- 
borough. .Where ought I to ben is 
greatly admired in Argentina, and a 
number of establishment figures there 
have appealed to Cardinal Hume to set 
the ball rolling, drawing attention to 
GKC’s efforts “to rebuild the Catholic 
imagination and sensitivity of 
England". 

(suspect the fat man in the cloak and 
brigand’s hat would have found this 
hugely entertaining — almost as enter¬ 
taining as the knowledge that the 
Ignatius Press in San Francisco is intent 
on collecting and publishing every 
fleering word he ever wrote. This 
awesome enterprise has already result¬ 
ed in 14 volumes, and there are many 
more to come. 

-You seem to know everything." 
gushed an admiring lady at one of his 
lectures. “I know nothing. Madam." 
Chesterton replied. “I am a journalist" 
And some. From 1905 until his death in 
!93o he wrote a weekly article for the 
Illustrated London News; for 11 years 
he also wrote a column in the teetotal 
George Cadbury's Daily News. but this 
association was abruptly terminated 
when GKC rashly but innocently 
published “A Song of Strange Drinks", 
which contained the line “Cocoa is a cad 
and a coward". He wrote in cahs. on 
trains and in the pubs of Fleet Street — 
not just journalism, but thousands of 
poems: not just the Father Brown 
stories, hut essays on theology and 
politics: not just plays and novels, but 
fairy tales, biographies and literary 
criticism. 

“Taking trouble has never been a 
weakness of mine,” he announced 
cheerfully (in describing the battle of 
Erhandune in “The Ballad of the White 
Horse", he has the left wings of the 
opposing armies facing each other). He 
quoted from memory and didnt believe 
in looking things up. Early in his career 
he dashed off a" study of Robert 
Browning: "There were very few' bio¬ 
graphical facts in die book." he wrote, 
“and those were nearly all wrong." 
None of which prevented Auden from 

The man who 
kept writing 

THE time is sometime in the 
future, the place a derelict 
cottage in the Scottish High¬ 
lands. A group of outcast 
aurliurs huddle round a small 
fire wiling tales. There is a 
hush while the senior author 
in the group dears his throat- 
swig'! from a bottle of The 
Macallan and begins: "Mist 
from the sea covers the hill 
where a small army lies.. ." 

This is how I like to imagine 
Ah-'dair Gray composed his 
latest novel. A History Maker. 
a tale of war. sex. and science 
fiction set in the Scotland of 
■he23rd century. In reality, he 
probably composed it on a 
word processor in his study’, 
which is a pity. 

As a tale told round a camp 
fire. A History Maker would 
make a satisfying end to a 
hard day’s trek. Flights of 
fancy ean improve a yam 
spun on the spur of the 
moment. 

THE COLLECTED WORKS 
OF G.K. CHESTERTON 
Volume X: Poetry, Part 1 
Edited by Aldan Mackey 

Volume XIV: Short Stories, 
FaiiyTales, Mystery Stories 

Edited by Denis Conlon 

Ignatius Press, £34.93/£25.95 pbk each 

declaring he had written some of the 
best nonsense verse in the language. 
Evelyn Waugh from rating The Ever¬ 
lasting Man as one of the few really 
great popular books of the century, ana 
Andrg Maurois from saluting Charles 
Dickens as one of the best biographies 
ever written. 

His friend Hilaire Belloc called him 
an architect of certitude — "he taught 
men to see what they had not seen 
before". His publisher asserts sweep- 
in gly that he was the most quotable 
writer of the century. We must perhaps 
aim off a point or two for co-religionist 
zeal, but someone who defined bigotry 
as "the anger of men who have no 
opinion" and wrote of Tennyson that 
“he could not chink up to the height of 
his own towering style" certainly de¬ 
serves a place on a long shortlist. “Our 
Lord turned water into wane, not into 
ginger beer." Chesterton informed an 
American Journalist during Prohibi¬ 
tion. On another occasion he had advice 
for conviction politicians of any nation¬ 
ality: The men who really believe in 
themselves are all in lunatic asylums." In their day, his poems were 

hugely popular. One collection 
went info 15 editions in his 
lifetime. I don’t know how they 

fare nowadays under the national 
curriculum, but an inventory of the 
mental furniture of an older generation 
would undoubtedly contain many 
Chestertonian pieces — “The Donkey", 
“Lepanto". “The Rolling English Road” 
and. from the dark wartime days of 
1915, “The Secret People": “Smile at us, 
pay us. pass us: but do not quite forget./ 
For we are the people of England, that 

-never have spoken yet.” 

The Head Master of Douai once said 
of him that he did not go to confession 
very often, but thaityhra he did. “you 
could hear him all over the church”. At 
the turn of the century, Chesterton's 
distinctive voice coti&d be heard all over 
the country, it was largely his anti- 
imperialist writing about the Boer War 
which made his reputation. From 1926 
until his death hewas much involved 
with the Distributer League, which 
drew its inspiration from Pope Leo 
XIU’s Rerum No varum and aimed to 
make as many people as possible the 
owners of property. That should not 
prove an obstacle to canonisation, 
although his acknowledged anti-Semi¬ 
tism might — even it rather unusually, 
it went hand-in-hand with an enthusi¬ 
asm for Zionism. 

He was a polemicist of rare quality, 
but he wrote and spoke always with 
such good humour that he seldom 
made enemies. To the more acerbic 
Belloc, his gentleness was almost a 
matter for reproach: “He wounded 
none, but thu; also he failed to provide 
weapons wherewith one may wound 
and kill folly." 

Chesterton regarded his Father 
Brown stories as potboilers. When a 
first collection of them appeared in 1911. 
a reviewer in Country Life felt they 
should have been left in the pages of a 
magazine, “where their effect, not being 
cumulative, would have been greater". 
A similar thought may strike those who 
plunge into the potpourri of fiction 
presented here — 800 pages of short 
stories and fairy tales, assembled from 
published sources or transcribed from 
Chesterton’s notebooks. 

Admirers of the "little Suffolk dump¬ 
ling from East Anglia”, with his brown 
paper parcels and his battered umbrel¬ 
la. will no doubt be pleased to have 
“Father Brown and the Donnington 
Affair" and “The Mask of Midas”, the 
two lost stories included here, but the 
quality of much of what has been 
collected, a good deal of it juvenilia, is 
distinctly uneven. Could it be that 
Chesterton’s propensity for sending 
cartloads of paper to the municipal 
dump indicated a more rigorous edito¬ 
rial sense than that of the Ignatius 
Press? G.K. Chesterton and friend: quotable, prolific, often inaccurate but always good-humoured, he funnshed the minds of a generation 

Curious ceilidhs 
Gillian Bowditch 

:- A HISTORY MAKER 
ByAlasdairGray 
Canongate, £ 13.99 

As a novel, even one enliv¬ 
ened by Gray’s idiosyncratic 
illustrations, it is unsatisfying. 
It is a short book trying to 
impart some big ideas. Read¬ 
ing it is like dancing “Strip the 
Willow" for the first time. By 
the time you have worked out 
that there is a pattern to the 
demented whirling, the dance 
is nearly over. 

The. dust jacket suggests 
that A History Maker is a 
response to the criticism that 
Gray's books are “insuffirient- 

Gray: elaborate allegory 

ly Scottish". The language, the 
setting and even the cover — 
under the dust jacket it depicts 
Robert the Bruce’s spider and 

the legend “Try Again Scot¬ 
land" — areas Scottish as can 
be. but the tale itself could 
have been set anywhere. It 
gave me no sense of my native 
land. 

The main character is Wat 
Dryhope, archetypal Scots 
male, a dissatisfied warrior 
and reluctant hero of an 
important, innovative and 
bloody battle. Like most Scot¬ 
tish triumphs, it is a Pyrrhic 
victory, 

Scotland is ruled by women, 
as some would claim it has 
always been. The extended 
family is the main unit and 
governments, banks, secret 
societies and inequality have 
been done away with!. Central 
to life is the Power Plant, a 
species of vegetation which 

supplies everything needed for 
human existence — an adult 
version of Charlie’s chocolate 
factory. No home should be 
without one. .. .. 

The book can be read on 
* severaTtevds.As a stralghtfcir* 
ward .ramp it is. amusing,/ 
ironic and tongue-in-cheek. 
Gray shamelessly drops 
names from the Scottish liter¬ 
ary scene, but the characters 
are sketchy and it is difficult to 
sympathise with them. As a 
vision of the 23rd century it is 
unbelievable and as an all ego-' 
ry it is heavy-handed. The 
large glossary of notes and 
explanations are almost as 
long as the novel itselt I found 
them pretentious. 

The book is a curiosity, 
though not one I would rush 
out to buy. However, I would 
sit round a camp fire and 
listen to' Grays tales ' any 
night, as long as he provided ‘ 
the Scotch.' ■ , 

Scottish world tour 

Raiders of the 
ost treasure 

There are two tales of 
Troy: Homer's and 
Heinrich Schliemann’s. 

Tlte first tells of the.ten-year 
siege of an Aegean city, the 
second of the 20-year cam¬ 
paign to rediscover the toppled 
towers of Ilium. The latest 
episode, the half-century odys¬ 
sey of the “Great Treasure" of 
gold and silver that Schlie- 
mann found beside the Darda¬ 
nelles in 1873. helps Caroline 
Moorehead to bring a sense of 
immediacy to a classic story of 
archaeological derring-do. 

Schliemann reinvented him¬ 
self more ofren than Madon¬ 
na: the story book history of the 
little boy at his pastor father's 
knee, thrilling ai the Iliad and 
[henceforth determined to find 
the vanished city, is pure 
fiction. So is the subsequent 
dedication of his life to making 
enough money to take early 
retirement and pursue his 
dream. Schliemann was cer¬ 
tainly dedicated to earning 
money: he was.spectacularly 
successful in the indigo trade 
in St Petersburg and the gold 
rush in California: but even 
India and the Great Wall of 
China, described in his diaries 
in scrupulous detail, aroused 
no romantic inspiration. 

By IShS. however, extremely 
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rich and commanding an 
amazing range of languages, 
the 46-year-old Schliemann 
had found his obsession and 
was off to search for Homer’s 
Troy. The rough location had 
long been known but in 1822 
the editor of The Scotsman 
Charles Maclaren, fixed on 
the mound of Hissariik in the 
plain of the Troad; Frank 
Calvert, part-owner of the site, 
gave a paper at the Archaeo- 

Norman 
Hammond 

THE LOST TREA¬ 
SURES OFTROY 

By Caroline Moorehead 
Weidenfeld Cf Nicolson, £20 

logical Institute in London in 
1864 confirming the identifica¬ 
tion. When Schliemann arri¬ 
ved. his first choice was five 
miles away, ar Pinarbashi. 
Calvert converted him, aided 
him and was shamefully treat¬ 
ed both in person and in print 
for his pains. 

Schliemann drove a huge 
trench through the mound, 
finding seven major occupa¬ 
tion levels: the second from the 
bottom he decided was “Pri¬ 
am's Palace”. The treasures 
that he found were “Hden’S 
jewels" and his second wife 
Sophia was duly photo¬ 
graphed wearing them. 

Grandiose claims in articles 
for The Times and the 
Augsburger AUegemeine Zeir- 
ung aroused public admira¬ 
tion and professional ire: 
Gladstone spoke of this "real 
objective Troy" and Schlie- 

Poetry in its place 

Schliemann: derring-do 

matin's “splendid example of 
disinterested sacrifice", while 
Ernst Curtius, the excavator of 
Olympia, snorted at the “dilet¬ 
tante treasure seeker". 

Hie “Great Treasure”, an 
impressive collocation of cop¬ 
per. silver, and gold vessels, 
weapons and jewellery, was 
smuggled out of Turkey and 
eventually given “to the Ger¬ 
man people in perpetual 
possession”. 

Schliemann moved on to dig 
at Myoenae. before returning 
to Troy at the end of his life, 
still believing that he had 
found proof of Homer. He had 
in fact uncovered a Bronze Age 
civilisation centuries older and 
undreamed of by his scholarly 
detractors. He had also, as this 
book shows, lied consistently 
about how he had done fr. The treasure vanished in 

1945 from the fortified 
flak tower at the Berlin 

Zoo. In 1991. art historians 
Konstantin Akinsha and 
Grigorii Kozlov, tracked it 
down to the cellars of Mos¬ 
cow’s Pushkin Museum; in 
1993 the Russian government 
admitted it was there, and now 
plans to show the finds 
abroad. Moorehead’s enter¬ 
taining revisionist view of 
Schliemann’s life is in keeping 
with the convoluted history of ; 
the Trojan treasure itself. | 

IT IS widely rumoured that a 
renaissance in English poetry 
is under way. But it does not 
take the form widely attribut¬ 
ed to it by the organisers of last 
October’s "National Poetry 
Day". Poetry ministers to 
what might be called our 
spiritual heeds. Yet our cul¬ 
ture at large no longer takes 
such needs very seriously. 

Poets have a choice. Either 
they can dilute the principles 
of their art so as to make it 
palatable to a largely indiffer¬ 
ent public. Or they can main¬ 
tain a steadfast concern for the 
intricacies of technique, rather 
than try to curry favour by 
making concessions. In short 
poetry can adapt itself to an 
increasingly unliterary cul¬ 
ture. or else that culture can 
adapt itself to poetry, it is an 
old story, now more than ever 
m need of retelling: "Poetry 
must create the taste by which 
it is to be enjoyed". 

The National Poetry Day 
jamboree took the popular 
option, casting poems in the 
image of contemporary cul¬ 
ture: informal, undemanding, 
free of tradition, and ultimate¬ 
ly expendable. Clive Wilmer. 
himself a poet of distinction, 
along with the 21 diverse poets 
he has interviewed here, has 
taken a sterner course. 

These interviews constitute 
a credo on behalf of a tradition 
that unites Donald Davie, 
Thom Gunn, Tony Harrison, 
Ted Hughes and Seamus 
Heaney with Spenser, Shake¬ 
speare, Milton, Pope. Words¬ 
worth, and Eliot. It is a 
tradition that regards poetry 
as a learned art, a profession 
which, in spite of a culturally 
sanctioned indifference, bears 
witness to the best that has 
been thought and felt. 

Seamus Heaney is about as 
popular as a poet can current- 

Stephen Logan 
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fy get. But to appreciate the 
soft plagency of his voice (in 
speech as in verse) or the pro- 
democratic value of his con¬ 
cern for the “hearth language" 
of a community, requires fa¬ 
miliarity with the history of 
English verse, as well as an 
interviewer as learned, tactful 
and incisive as Wilmer to elicit 
the evidence. 

Tony Harrison, too, has the 
kind of popular appeal that 
proreeds more directly from 
classical and prosodic learn¬ 
ing than seems to be acknowl¬ 
edged by those who acclaim 
him as a sort of poetic dema¬ 
gogue. The ability of poets to 
speak for the people depends 
on the acquisition of linguistic 
skills that the people often 
slight. Poets (and their read¬ 
ers) need to be informed before 
they can be inspired. 

Wilmer’s interviews are per¬ 
haps the best introduction to 
the personalities and the prin¬ 
ciples that inform the poems. 
They provide an invigorating 
exhibition of creative talent in 
its easy-chair. The lessons they 
afford are chiefly these. First, 
that the task of recording flic 
history of sensibility is impor¬ 
tant enough to have com¬ 
manded the dedication of such 
diversely gifted individuals as 
Czeslaw Milosz. Michael 
Longley, C.H. Sisson and 
John Ptick. Second, that these, 
the inheritors of a poetic 
tradition which they (and WU- 
mer with them) lovingly con¬ 
serve, are especially to be 
heeded as critics of their own 

El ram one small comer of 
Argyll, published in the 

^same month, come two 
extraordinary books, works of 
serious research and a grand 
historical sweep that leave one 
slightly stunned. These are not 
the products of highly trained 
academic teams working from 
some well-endowed computer- 

. lined campus, but a husband 
and wife team whose home is 
in the hills above the village of 
Dalmally, and an eccentric 

-but wholly dedicated player of 
Scottish fiddle music, living in 

■ conditions of organised chaos 
ten miles away on Loch Etive. 

Between . them they have 
. takeri;i3year5 to produce what 
are. in; their', different ways, 
milestone works which should 
become indispensable for any¬ 
one who takes a serious inter¬ 
est in Scotland and its culture. 

John and Julia Keays began 
compiling their Encyclopae¬ 
dia of Scotland seven years 
ago. To begin with they were 
not certain whether such a 
thing already existed, then 
discovered that while there 
were Soots dictionaries and 
histories by the yard, there 
was a gap when it came to 
encyclopaedias. Gradually the 
project grew to become a 
gazetteer, a biographical dic¬ 
tionary, and a historical refer¬ 
ence work rolled into one. 

Constrained tty hinds, they 
drew on a wide circle of 
friends and acquaintances, 
both inside and outside the 
academic world, to compile a 
list of entries which runs from 
Aaron Scorns, an 11th-century 
music theorist, to Zetland, the 
old norse word for Shetland 
which the authors include, 
“for want of other words 
beginning with Z". 

The sharp-eyed reader will 
notice that a healthy propor¬ 
tion of contributors come from 
Argyll and the west while 
many of the more obvious 
experts are missing. Neither of 
these seem to me a disadvan¬ 
tage. The decentralised ap¬ 
proach lends a freshness and 
unpredictability to much of the 
work. 

It also means that there is 
an even-handedness not 
always evident in a Scot¬ 

tish reference book. The Union 
with England is described as 
unavoidable though resented: 
Bonnie Prince Charlie is com¬ 
mended for his taste in music 
but roundly condemned for 
rowardice and selfishness: 
William III is “odious but not 
silly, and with a penchant for 
choirboys which protected his 
person from syphilis and his 
country from a Dutch heir"; 
David Hume, apart from be¬ 
lieving that reason is and 
should be slave to human 
passions, was also passionate 
about cooking: the great dis¬ 

ruption of foe. kirk in 1843 
weakened the Church of Scot¬ 
land but also, awakened the . 
country’s social conscience. 

I was also enchanted, on 
turning to the entry for ray 
father, foe author Eric Linkla- 
ter. to read: “Linklater 
chanced to be bom in South 
Wales. This he forgot so 
thoroughly that even The 
Times obituary stated he had... 
been bom in Dounby, 
Orkney.” 

The encyclopaedia is on less 
certain ground when it conies 
to post-war Scotland. There is 

Magnus linklater 
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no lack of reference to recent 
history in passages on Scottish 
institutions and places. But the 
authors state that “only the 
dead qualify for entries of their 
own and there may be a slight 
prejudice against the recently 
deceased". This means incon¬ 
sistencies. like a picture of 
Lord Home of the Hirsel (still 
very much alive) but no entry 
except under Home, Lordship 
of; an entry for that great 
Secretary of Stale, Tom John¬ 
ston. who died in 1965, but 
none for Willie Ross, an equal¬ 
ly important holder of that 
office, who died 20 years later, 
Sean Connery is mentioned 
under Usher Hall (he ap¬ 
peared there), and Billy 
Connolly under Easterhouse 
(he called it “a desert wi’ 
windaes"). but not under cine¬ 
ma or television, for which 
there are no entries, though 
there is one for theatre. 

This, however, is to quibble 
— the most difficult decision 
about an encylopaedia must 
be where to draw the line. In 
compensation there are de¬ 
lights, such as foe entry on 
Cbrrour, the railway station so 
obscure that its existence is 
often denied, and where sheep 

appreciate foe shelter of foe 
waiting-room-. , Or Ewen 

. ..Macphee, outlaw,. “a::ntan of 
vast proportions and wild 
appearance” who lived on an 
island in the middle of Loch 
Quoich and raised a family 
“after persuading a 14-year old 
girl to share his dreary king¬ 
dom"; and just to show that 
anti-Scots prejudice is nothing 

.. new. there is a vitriolic verse 
from Horace Walpole, in¬ 
veighing against royal favour¬ 
itism towards foe Adam 
brothers: “O Scotland, long 
has it been said/TTiy teeth are 
sharp for English bread..." 

Just as remarkable a work 
is Charles Gore’s The 
Scottish Fiddle Music In¬ 

dex, a labour of Jove by a man 
renowned for his own playing 
in dance bands up and down 
the west coast of Scotland. 
Gore has collected together 
every fiddle tune in every 
collection of 18th and 19th- 
century music foe length and 
breadth of Scotland and be¬ 
yond. It is, as the author states, 
“not so much a work of 
original research as a design 
for the retrieval of a great 
natural resource — the tradi¬ 
tional fiddle music of Scot¬ 
land". For foe past six years 
and more he and his assistant. 
Morag Anne Elder, have been 
burrowing into libraries, pri¬ 
vate collections and arcane 
sources of written .music, to 
uncover many thousands of 
different tunes, composed, 
written down, and then, all too 
often, forgotten. 

Not only that, he has devel¬ 
oped a computerised index 
which will allow you to trace a 

. tone even if you can only 
whistle the first few bars. A 
complex coding system will 
identify the title, tell you who 
wrote it and then guide you to 
where it can be found, it is 
based on a scheme first devel¬ 
op® by foe late Breandan 
Breathnacfa, the Irish tradi¬ 
tional music expert but only 
now, through the use of com¬ 
puter technology, has it been 
possible to reduce it to its 
essentials and publish it in a 

impressive volume. 

cJri does 001 make 
&entle bedside reading. In fact 
page after page carry nothing 

but incomprehensible lists of 
figures and letters. But in' its 

B important a work 
J?. ,5* reoprdmgs of Gaelic 

siHAiSUS 
wpanss 
marches into the origins of 
American folk music. 

to have both 

to lmow && 
thp ^2?* tradition of 
the gifted amateur, driven 

and dedi¬ 
cation, is sun thriving. - 
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vVhat can fairy tales mean to adults who left the realms of fiery dragons and wicked witches years ago? Rachel Cusk finds out An “aduir fairy story — a 
term some might use to 
describe novels — is a 

curious thing. in childhood, when 
imagination is more abundant 
than experience, and the fabulous 
can hold sway over the real, 
fantastical worlds are annexes of 
everyday life, easily entered. How. 
then, once (hose passages have 
been bricked up by cynicism, 
■refutation or disbelief, can we be 
expected to find our way back to 
what would seem at worst to be a 
state of credulity, or at best a mild 
imaginative break from a reality 
implicitly exhausted of interest? 

The answer, at least in A.S. 
ftyatrs collection of five fairy 
“*in'es. is to provide a critique of 

genre rather than an example 
it, a scheme which relies more 
the memory of belief ~ a lulling 
“ reminiscence of a time when 
jesses, dragons and three 
;hes were all acutely tangible — 

its exercise. 
_he Qjinn in the Nightingale's 

is the most substantial of the 
ies and also the most finely 

hbied on the twilit axis of what is 
real and what is imagined. “Once 
ujxm a time," it begins, “when men 

Then we all lived happily ever after 

and women fi 
air on metal 
wore webbed 

[urtfed through the 
wings, when they 
feet and walked on 

the bottom of the sea.. ."The time 

THE DJINN IN THE 
NIGHTINGALE'S EYE: 

Five Fairy Stories 
By A.S. Byart 

ChanoGWindus. £9.99 

is. of course, the 20th century, and 
the heroine not a princess but a 
successful English narratologist, 
“a being of secondary order", 
called Gillian Perholt. Her busi¬ 
ness is stories, "interpreting, de¬ 
coding the fairy-tales of childhood 
and the vodka posters of the 
grown-up work!, the unending 
romances of golden coffee-drink¬ 
ers. and the impeded couplings of 
doctors and nurses, dukes and 
poor maidens.” 

Her own story so far is less 
successful: estranged from her 
children, informed by a fax from 
her husband that he has aban¬ 
doned her for a younger woman, 
she is thereby liberated to wander 
into a fairy tale, ripe for rescue by 
magic. At a narratologists' confer¬ 
ence in Ankara on “Stories of 
Women's Lives", she Ends herself 
untethered at the brink of a 

narrated world, and when 
she happens upon a small 
flask made of nightin¬ 
gale's eye glass in a Turk¬ 
ish market, she enters it. 
The flask contains a djinn. 
a being "formed of subtle 
fire" who inhabits a realm 
between humans and an¬ 
gels and has magic pow¬ 
ers. Gillian's djinn. im¬ 
prisoned in the flask for 
thousands of years and 
bound to gram three wish¬ 
es to whomever releases 
him, materialises in her 
hotel room to do her 
bidding. 

ByatTs success is owed 
firstly to the comic nature 
of the djinn. and his 
encounter with Gillian — 
he is fascinated, for exam¬ 
ple. by live tennis on the 
television and summons 

Antonia Byatt manipulating conventions 

Boris Becker to their hotel room, 
before making him fall over on 
court — and secondly to the 
intricacy with which she weaves 
Turkish and other folklores into 
Gillian’s story, so that the djinn’s 
appearance seems quite naturai. 

The stories within the story' are 
beautifully told: the fabulous. 
Byatt implies, is made palpable, 
made to live, in the ordinary 
through the telling. The magic of 
women as storytellers is revered, 
"for this was a time when women 

were privileged, when fe¬ 
male narratologists .. re¬ 
vealed mysteries and kept 
watch at the boundaries of 
correctness". Gillian’s lev¬ 
el-headedness. her refusal 
to meddle in her own story 
— her wishes are nor 
greedy, but small and 
personal — is a statement 
of this continuity. 

The four remaining sto- 

ries play on the formalities 
of fairy tales, carrying a 
germ of fable beneath a set 
of cleverly manipulated 
conventions. In “The 
Glass Coffin" a journey¬ 
ing tailor in search or 
work becomes the unwit¬ 
ting hero of a story involv¬ 
ing an old man in a forest, 
a quest, a beautiful girl 
imprisoned by the black 
arts of a magician, and a 

castle. “You must be me one I have 
been waiting for." cries the girl, 
when the tailor releases her from 
her glass coffin. “You must be the 
Prince." The tailor informs her 
that all he is looking for is "honest 
work", having first examined the 

fine craftsmanship of the castle 
imprisoned in a dome beside her. 
The girl nonetheless offers him her 
hand in marriage as pan of the 
contract for being released from a 
spell, to which the tailor replies 
that she'd better take her time and 
“feel free to reconsider the matter". 

Similarly, in “The Story of the 
Eldest Princess", a princess 
realises that she is trapped in a 
fairy tale quest, with whose formu¬ 
la she is quite familiar and whose 
ending she knows will not be in 
her favour, being the eldest of 
three girls. She opts instead For the 
inevitable old woman in the forest, 
with whom she is happy to sit 
telling stories rather than enacting 
them. “Gode's Story", taken, like 
The Glass Coffin”, from the novel 
Possession, is a tale of anti- 
romance, in which two lovers are 
brought down by qualities which 
do not belong in fairy tales: infidel¬ 
ity. depression and madness. 

In “Dragon's Breath", a peaceful 
mountain village is threatened by 
a plague of vast, stinking, demonic 
worms which slide inch by inch 
down their valley, destroying 
everything in their path. The 
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villagers, who until this horror 
had suffered from monotony, and 
boredom, began after it “to tell 
tales about tbe coming of the 
worms" which “became, in time, 
charms against boredom for their 
children and grandchildren”. This 
striking image of narrative genesis 
is accompanied by an apt surmisal 
of all five of these wonderful 
stories, and of course their progen¬ 
itors: faiiy tales. .Byatt says, are 
“riddling hints of ihe true relations 
between peace and beauty and 
terror". 

fainting 
broad 
anvas Any book which contains a 

reproduction of the Bay 
witty a Drawing attribut¬ 
ed to Giovanni Francesco 

Caroto camet be all bad. Norbert 
Schneider’s The Art of tire Portrait 
(Taschen, £11.99 pbk original) does 
so. which i; hugely in its favour, 
but it is altBgetho- less reassuring 
that the auftor sums it'up with die 
sentence: “as an essay in art theory, 
the panting therefore also 
revitalises dogmatic approaches to 
artistic mdbod.” 

In spite of occasional moments of 
gobWedepok, die formula here Is 
popular jnough, with a general 
introdneton giving way to a more 
detailed consideration of individual 

■works. These are organised accord¬ 
ing to caegories, so that Popes and 
Rulers cr Women and Children are 
carefulh segregated- This makes it 
hard to appreciate chronological 
developnents as 
we are propelled 
back aid forth 
across he centu¬ 
ries. bit there is a more serious 
problen with such an approach. 
Wherets "Artists’ Self-Portraits", 
for instince, represents a genuine 
type. Teste Composte" means 
Ararat rfdo and nothing else, while 
the section on "Portraits of Re¬ 
gents" c confined to Frans Hals. At 
least tip illustrations are plentiful 
and will-chosen. although not al¬ 
ways adequately faithful to the 
appeaance of die originals. 

Jorefhan Femborg warns us 
what a expect in the subtitle of his 
Ait axe 1940 (Laurence King. £25) 
fay taking about “Strategies of 
Being, strategy being one of those 
weasd words designed to make any 
sane erson reach for the revolver. 
Neve heless. this is an eminently 
senoik and invariably lurid at¬ 
tempt to make sense of a complex 
and iifficult sutgecL The main 
warn ig to prospective buyers is 
that einberg is American, and — 
peririps rightly — regards most of 
the mpoxtant developments as 
haviig taken place chi his side of 
iheAIantic. 

Lilian Freud is basically a Fifties 
pherimenon, and rates only two 
ill us atians, whereas David Hock¬ 
ney. maybe because he is an. 
horu ary Californian, scores an 
imp: ssive five. The likes of 
Basqitz and Kiefer are certainly not 
exdded either, but are not nearly 
as ihportant as Andy Warhol or 
Jasper Johns. A particularly fllumi- 
natng feature is Fein berg's interest 
in ttt early works of die heroes of 
the ivant-garde. which include a 
maglificent hyper-realist De Kbo- 
ningbrifilj/e, drawn when he was 
aboix 17. arid a Subway Scene of 
1938 by Mark Rothko, which is not 
easif.linked to his later acbjeye- 
mem. 

Ndre ambitious in scope by far is 
Sisfir Wendy Beckett’s The Stoiy 
of fainting (Darting Kindersley. 
£23. There are no fewer than II 
edrors and managers listed in the - 
froit of the book, not forgetting 
Farida Wright, who isthe contrib- 
utbg consultant Clearly this is a 

follows the best renais- 
saice $nd baroque precedents, and 

involves collaboration between 
master and workshop. A less than 
perfectly monitored bottega proba¬ 
bly explains the fact that Pontor¬ 
mo’s portrait of Cosimo de’ Medici; 
(probably), who lived from J519- 
1S74. illustrates a discussion of his 
forebear and namesake, whose 
dates are 1389-1464. while Rapha¬ 
el's Portrait of Pope Julius JI is 
reproduced in reverse. 

For the rest, however, a great 
deal of the authentic voice trf the 
attributing nun rings forth, espe¬ 
cially when it conies to her special¬ 
ist subject. which is sex not religion. 
Indeed, she may call Fra Angelico a 
monk when he was a friar, but die 
is spot on when it comes to 
explaining why Rubens’S “full- 
bodied woman" does not appealin' 
vdiat she caHs “our taste". It may be 
slightly depressing that tbe BBC 
thinks great paintings need to be 

sold with the help 
^ a wimple and 

TJ delighted discus- 
siais of pubic 

hair, where once Kenneth Clark in 
his tweeds would have done the 
trick, but at least Sister Wendy is a 
genuine enthusiast, and that comes 
across in this generally well-bal¬ 
anced survey. The only trickery 
here concerns the fan that it is 
published "In association with the 
National Gallery of Art. Washing¬ 
ton, DC”, which explains the 
occasionally odd choice of illustra¬ 
tions. notably of Raphaels. Similar¬ 
ly. Sister Wendy expatiates on A 
Mystic Marriage of St Catherine 
by Correggio in the Louvre, but the 
reproduction is of a totally different 
painting in DC 

The Art Book (Phaidon. £19£9) 
is a remarkably handsomely illus¬ 
trated A-Z of somebody's top 500 
artists, which could serve as an 
excellent point de depart for an 
arty-party game. Can you workout 
who's in and who’s out, and better 
yet can you guess which single 
work is chosen to encapsulate their 
entire career? The Mona Lisa and 
the School of Athens may suggest a 
tendency to play safe, but other 
choices are more eccentric. The 
alphabetical approach produces 
some wonderfully eccentric bedfel¬ 
lows. such as Greuze and Grim- 
shaw and Pollaiuolo and Pollock. 
Each reproduction is accompanied 
by a caption, written according to a 
formula in which evocation gives 
way to more straightforwardly 
factual material. But like the equal¬ 
ly tantalising captions that adorn 
page three of the Sun. the author¬ 
ship of these "Petits poemes en 
prose" remains undisclosed. 

My coaly real bleat is that 1 could 
have done without being told that 
The Art Book is “a celebration of 
our rich and multi-faceted culture", 
when this turns out to mean that 
most artists are painters and the 
2Dth century gets more than its fair 
share of the limelight There may 
be no room at the inn for 
Gisdbertus of Autun, but predict¬ 
ably enough those “living sculp¬ 
tures" Gilbert and George have a 
seal by the fire 

David Ekserdjian 

m 

In Model With Unfinished Self Portrait, 1977, David Hockney explores the effect of trompe-Voeil by creating ambiguous bound¬ 
aries between the illusory rooms occupied by the artist and his sleeping model. From David Hockney Paintings (PresteL £35) 

Pride and 
panache 
in Wales 

John Davies 

A MACHYNLLETH 
• TRIAD 

By Jan Morris 
and Twin Morys 

Viking. CM 

At the' head of the Dyfi estuary lies 
Machynlleth,.where in 1404 Owain 
Glyndwr held a parliament and 
was. according to tradition, 
crowned dei gratia princeps 
Wallie. It is a place that has long 
engaged Jan Morris's hriagination. 
Her book about it is' ui three 
sections: Machynlleth in 1404. to¬ 
day, and sometime in the next 
century when it is the capital of the 
Welsh Republic. 

As with all Morris’s work, the 
writing is richly textured and 
superbly aware of time and place. 
As little is known of the events of 
1404, the author's imagination is 
allowed free reign and the result is 
a splendid recreation of 15th- 
century ceremonial. The second 
section is.more caustic. The town 
can appear swamped by incomers, 
particularly enthusiasts for the 
nearby centre for alternative tech¬ 
nology. But the settler “should not 
underestimate die pride, the pa¬ 
nache and even the arrogance of 
the Cyrriry Cymraeg". ■ 

The mast enjoyable part is the 
vision of Machynlleth as the capital 
of the Welsh Republic, which 
compares with Huxley's utopian 
Island. Gore Vidal, America's first 
ambassador to Wales, abandons 
Ravello ' for Derwen-las and 
Pavarotti chooses Machynlleth for 
his farewell-- performance of 
Turandot. The star of Wales is one 
of 34 on the flag of the European 
Union. 

The first half of the book is the 
triad in English; the second is the 
triad in Welsh, a masterly transla¬ 
tion by the author's son. 

esiger is 
old. He 

Wilfred Thesis 
84 years 
was bom in Ethio¬ 

pia, where his father was a 
British diplomat. Savagely 
beaten at prep school he 
graduated to Eton, and 
broke his nose in pursuit of a 
boxing blue at Oxford. He 
was me first man to locate 
tiae source of Ethiopia’s 
Awash River, spent five 
years among the Bedu 
tribesmen of Arabia's Empty 
Quarter and eight years with 
the Marsh Arabs in Iraq. In 
the Second World War he 
fought in the SAS. Now lie 
lives with what he calls his 
“family" in Kenya. He trav¬ 
els by foot, animal and open 
boat. He is. it seems to be 
generally agreed, the “last 
great explorer". 

He is also, as Michael 
Asher's painstaking biogra¬ 
phy highlights, one of the 
last great romantic snobs. 
Aster has no axe to grind. A 
distinguished desert explor¬ 
er and writer himself, he sera 
Thesigers first book Arabi¬ 
an Sands as die "supreme 
account of travels in Arabia" 
and Thesiger as “ray ideal of 
the desert explorer". But he 
has carefully laid aside the 
myth to take an unsentimen¬ 
tal look at the man behind. 

Thesiger is a complicated 

Ideal of the desert explorer 
Edward Marriott 

THESIGER 
A Biography 

By Michad Asher 
Viking, £20 

individual, more than any¬ 
thing a product of his time. 
He grew up in an outpost of 
Empire at the time when the 
British Empire was already 
past its peak. Against this 
background he developed an 
extreme distaste for democ¬ 
racy. believing that people 
were happier when they 
knew their place. 

His antipathy is nothing if 
not catholic. Although he has 
not visited the United States, 
he dislikes "everything he 
hears" about the Americans. 
He hates it when his “boys" 
play modem music, dancing 
around the bouse to stars 
like “Boy Jackson or Michael 
George [sic]". He is a tireless 
monarchist His views and 
opinions seem to be calcified 
in the 1890s. 

At the age of eight be was 
sent to St Aubyn’s. a Sussex 

Death grip, in Tiger by Simon Barnes (Boxtree, £7.99) 

prep school, becoming a 
whipping boy for the head¬ 
master, whom Thesiger 
describes as a "homosexual 
sadist”. At Eton, from 1923. 
he was unpopular and anti- 
authority, his pride in the 

school only discernible long 
after he had left. It was there 
that he developed his appre¬ 
ciation of the male form. He 
considers himself “fortu¬ 
nate" to have a low sex drive. 
“I don’t dislike women," he 

says. "It’s just that 1 like 
women in their own place." * 

The contradictions are im¬ 
possible to miss. Thesiger 
has played along with many 
a journalist eager to bill him 
as a staunch hater of all that. 
is modern ("Gentlemen do 
not drive cars." he informed 
a friend in 1967). Yet for 
years he went on motoring 
holidays around Europe 
with his mother and now 
owns a Land Rover because 
he "could not keep scroung¬ 
ing lilts off people". He 
despises the media, yet lis¬ 
tens to the news every day. 

The few activities he sup¬ 
ports are going rapidly out of 
fashion. He was a relentless 
big-game hunter, killing 
hundreds of lions in Africa 
and thousands of wild boar 
in the Marshes. He still 
holds up the Bedu*s camei- 
herding way of life as an 
ideal — unmechanised and 
unrushed. But Asher’s inter¬ 
views with herders who 
worked for Thesiger show 
that they have been only too . 
glad to trade in their tradi¬ 
tional lives for houses, cars 
and plentiful water. 

Thesiger, nevertheless, re¬ 
mains a hero to many. He 
has witnessed much change, 

■enjoyed remarkable good 
fortune, and displayed imp¬ 
ressive stamina as an explor¬ 
er. His books, chronicling 
his lament at the passing of 

. the old ways, are considered 
Classics. But. Asher asks, 
should Thesiger be a hero? 
After all he never had to 
work for a living, yet con¬ 
demns' those whose lives are 
necessarily more restricted. Thesiger comes across 

as intolerant, desper¬ 
ate to preserve his own 

exclusivity. When Gavin 
Maxwell travelled with him 
in’ the. Marshes in 1956 to 
research his* book A Reed 
Shaken' by the Wind. 
Thesiger, forbade him to 
wear .Arab dress, although 
he himself, of course, had 
long' since abandoned his 
tweed.jacket. Asher writes: 
“No Westerner but he had 
the- right to enter into the 
dream." 
■ With his own desert expe¬ 
rience and following many 
interviews with Thesiger, his 
friends, and travelling com¬ 
panions, Asher has pro¬ 
duced a . well-balanced 
assessment of an extraordi¬ 
nary ma&L 

HE COMPLETE WORKS OF BRITAIN 
THE NATION’S MUSIC, CULTURE AND HISTORY EXPLORED IN A SPECIAL YEAR-LONG FESTIVAL. 
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The Quotes of the Sporting Year selected by Peter Ball 

‘I don’t suppose I can call you a 
when you’ve got 347’ Angus Fraser to Brian Lara 

□ Now it’s a gallon or two of cold 
lager, a day to recover and back to 
the building site at 7am on Monday 
morning. 
Chris Brindley, Kidderminster 
centre half, after the 2-1 FA Cup 
win over Birmingham City 

□ He was quite daunting. If I ever 
need any guttering fixing, HJ give 
him a call. 
Ray Wilkins, then QPR captain, 
on Kevin Fronds, StockporVs 6ft 
7in striker, after QPR's Cup defeat 

□ I think there are many who 
would like to see Venables as 
England's manager, but he has this 
funny reputation. 
Sir Bert MOlkhip, chairman of 
the FA, Jan 13 

QI would like Venables installed 
before the European championship 
draw in Manchester at the week¬ 
end. It would be a marvellous 
publicity stunt if he were there. 
Millieiiip three days later 

□ Inverness is such a terrible place 
you have to do something on a 
Saturday afternoon. 
David MacDonald, Inverness Cal¬ 
edonian fanzine editor, admitting 
he would watch Caledonian This¬ 
tle in spite of campaigning against 
the merger j 

□ l have been on rugby tours and 
shared bloody beds. 
David Ashby MP, explaining 
sharing a bed with a male friend to 
save money 

□ If your compadre brings a girl 
back, you have to find somewhere 
else to kip. In desperate straits, and 
if you were drunk enough, you 
might end up sharing a bed with 
another player — even a hairy 
rugby player is better than a cold 
balcony. 
Jeff Probyn. Wasps and England 

□ I've always been told you must 
never mess with a MQlwall man. 
Bob Arum, boxing promoter, after 
heavyweight Herbie Hide provoked 
a brawl by flicking off Michael 
Bentfs Mill wail cap at a prefight 
press conference 

Runni aQ 

<3et> 

□ I will pay the fine if it can be 
proved I tarnished the image of the 
sport But how can you tarnish the 
image of a sport where a man can 
die in the ring? 
Michael Bentt WBO heavyweight 
champion, after being fined 
£10WO for the fracas with Hide 

□ Do you think a whore likes 
doing what she does? like her, I'm 
doing what I must 
Chris Eubank to LSE students 

□The average sex act uses up 
about the same amount of energy 
as running 50 yards. Anyone can 
cope with that 
Christopher Brasher on the Chi¬ 
nese coach MaJunren's decision to 
expel Liu Dong, the world 1JOO- 
metres champion, because she 
refused to give up her boyfriend 

□ It* not the sex that tires out 
young footballers, it* staying up 
half the night looking for it 
Clemens Westerhof.'Nigeria coach 

□ At the next Olympics, they are 
introducing beach volleyball. It will 
be full of Californian beauties, all 
tanned and in high-cut bikinis. 
That* much more enjoyable to 
watch than some dreary Chinese 
runner in a vest The public will 
love it and the sponsors will flock 
in. 
Mike Fibbcns. British Olympic 

. □ No, l didn't feel it was moving to 
see a man who isn’t afraid to cry 

•jmd who is in touch with his 
^emotions. I thought *you great wet 
"'.lettuce, pull yourself together, it* 
"only a game.’ 

Lynda Lee-Potter, columnist, on 
■ Gavin Hastings’s tears after Scot- 
’ land's defeat by England 

. □ My job, to simplify it for you. is 
to make sure everyone gets on the 

■ bus in time. 
Mike Smith, England cricket tour 
manager, in the West Indies 

□ How can I hope to get on 
reasonably with people who get 
their kicks from hiding surrepti¬ 
tious cameras in ceilings or who 
nick the Queen* Speech before 
Christmas Day? I cannot see 
myself doing reasonable business 
with that sort 
Smith anticipating difficulties 
with his press relations on tour 

□ As captain of England, my first 
duty is to England. It comprises 
most of my thoughts. It always has. 
Of course, I am very grateful to 
Harlequins for allowing me to do 
what I have done. 
Will Carling explaining his limit¬ 
ed appearances for his club 

□ In the big games, against Inter 
Milan or whoever, I think Cantona 
will go missing. He* a cry-baby 
when the going gets tough. 
George Graham. Arsenal manag¬ 
er, defending his team’s approach 

When he couldn't have things 
. ,his own way, he just took his bat 

‘ home. Real soldiers grab their tin 
helmet, their rifle and a spade. 
They know that, cm occasions, they 
have to dig in and make the best of 
it When he didn't like it he went 
missing. Back home to his music, 
painting and poetry. 
Howard Wilkinson. Leeds man¬ 
ager. on Cantona 

□ Thank you for letting me play in 
your beautiful football. 
Cantona receiving his award as 
PFA player of the year 

□ He can! run. can barely 
breathe, his legs have gone all soft 
and he cant lack a ball more than 
ten yards. Yet look what he does. 
He calms everyone down. It's just 
what we needed. 
Mick Walker, then Notts County 
manager, on Peter Reid after 
County 2 Forest l 

' □ There is a different interpreta¬ 
tion of professionalism in South 
Africa and Australia, and I'm 
afraid we may have to look at 
relationships with these two coun¬ 
tries in the future. 
Ian Beer, president of the RFLf 

Just because Nigel Mansell doesn't 
wony about his nails doesn't mean, 
that l shouldn't 
Lyn St James, racing driver 

□ The prop I was playing against 
kept on saying ‘I'm sure their prop 
is a woman', but mrtme believed 
him. I think my nail varnish must 
have given me away. 
Bernadette McFadzean after play¬ 
ing for Sutton Coldfield 4th XV 
against Coventry 3rd XV 

□ It reminded us who we were. 
Paul Ince on the Mark Hughes 
equalising goal against Oldham 
in the Cup semi-final at Wembley 
which rescued United’s season — 
and possibly destroyed Oldham's 

□ I should have left the bugger at 
Rosstyn Park. 
Doug Laughton. Leeds coach, 
after Martin Offiah’s two tries won 
the rugby league Challenge Cup 
for Wigan. Laughton had signed 
Offiah for Widnes 

□ We came to play cricket but lost 
at sldttles. 
Alan Igglesden, Kent bowler, after 
losing the Benson and Hedges 
semifinal to Warwickshire in an 
indoor " bowl-out” 

□ From the S tadium of Light to tfae 
edge of darkness.- ' v 
Andy Colquhoun. Birmingham 
Post on Josi Dominguez's move’ 
from Benfica to Birmingham:City _ 

□MERCl POUR CANTONA. 
SCUM. 
Manchester United supporters’ 
banner at Leeds as 2-1 win in -April 
set United up for the FA Carting 
Premiership title 

□ Do they hate us? You go to take a 
comer at Elland Road and you’ve 
got 15,000 horrible skinheads in 
their end yelling murder at you. 
Ryan Giggs, Manchester United, 
on Leeds 

□ It's a dream having Diegobere. 
it is like going-out with Kim 
Basinger. You have to make the., 
most of the moment, ycjrdont 
think how long it wQ2 last | 
Roberto Crux, president of My 
Deporttvo Mandiyu, on sibling 
Maradona 

□ I don't believe Romario will 
cause any more problems than 
somebody like Alan Shearer or lan 
Rush. . . 
Steve Bruce, Manchester United 
captain, coming back into the side 
far United’s second European 
Championf League match with . 
Barcelona. Barcelona won 4-0 

□ Slouched, .-uninterested in the 
entire proceedings, it looked as if he 
thought the result and his lack of - 
contribution an irrelevance. 
Another game, another match ne¬ 
gotiated without injury. 
Stuart Barnes on Will Carling's 
performance for Harlequins 
against Orrell . ■ 

□ How do I go home and tell ray 
seven-year-old that you can't stamp 
on another, player and remain on 
the field? 
J. P. R. Williams after watching 
the South Africans at Uanelli 

□ I don’t worry -about punching 
and lacking- lt$ all part of the . 
game. 
Brian Thomas. Neath’s director of 
rugby, after the brutal match 
against the South Africans 

□ He* tile team manager, isn't he? 
He goes out onto the field and nicks 
a few catches i 
Raymond Qlii rib on Keith 
Fletcher's role 

and an away 
. We've only 
November, 

•m in.grave 
manager of 

□ That* a home" 
draw inside four da} 
got one more game 
and. if we win that.'j 
danger of ending upi 
the month. 
Mike Walker, then Brerton man¬ 
ager. after a 00 draw or Norwich. 
He was dismissed fouryays later 

□ He is one of the best tiree or four 
managers in the county and it is 
up to him to sort it out 
Doug Ellis on Ron Atkhson after 
Aston Villa’s Uefa pud exit. He 

m, m «■ '■ '--+- = - -■ ****--^u- ■ .sufcjcaoftifc 

□ I couldn't understand why there was such a 
’’ fuss, but when I saw the pictures 1 realised it 

had looked suspicious. 
□ I’m not a cheat and my conscience is dear. 
Michael Atherton, England captain. after the 
dirt in the pocket affair 

□ Whilst I told Mr Burge that 1 put my hand 
into my pocket to dry my fingers. I did not tell 
him that I used the dirt to dry them: therefore 
my response to his questions was incomplete... 
at no stage have I ever used any substance to 
alter the condition of the ball. Atherton 

□ If you can't take the word of the England: 
captain, who the hell do you believe? What is 
cricket coming to? 
Peter Burge, the Test referee, after Atherton 
had made his confession that he had not 
initially told him the whole truth 

SE.D 

one □ ft is essential to have 
heavyweight champion, a super¬ 
man. a walking billboard for 
boxing. 
Seth Abraham, head of Home Box 
Office Cable TV, as the world 
heavyweight titles proliferated 

□ f love the way British audiences 
respond to sport — the singing, the 
chanting. There is nothing like.it 
anywhere else in the world. 

‘. .Mai Meninga, captain of the 
Australian rugby league party 

□ Of course I wasn’t nervous. 
Taking a penalty to win the Cup is 
whar you are in the game for. If you 
don't feel excited by that, perhaps 
you should not be a professional 
footballer. 
Eric Cantona on his two penalties 
in the Cup Final 

□ Just think if this had happened 
to a Pakistan player in a Test. The 
whole world would have gone 
crazy. 
Intikbab Alam. Pakistan manag¬ 
er. on the Atherton affair 

□ l still don’t think lYn batting as 
well as fcare-. 
Brian Lariafter his record 501 not 
otit-V Durham 

■ Q We- conduct ourselves properly 
in cricket as we do th life-We are a - 
different breed., 
Fanie de Vflliers, South Africa fast 
bowler, on the touring team 

□ Family is very important to our 
team. If somebody fails, they can’t 
stop saying sorry to the other boys. 
There is so much respect and love 
in our set-up. Anybody who tries to 
disturb it will have to fight my 
arms off. 
De Vflliers 

□ It* not relaxing at all. It's hard 
grind, very hard work, five hours’ 
concentration. The average punter 
just hasn't got a clue. I know people 
who’ve been fishing for 20 years, 
and I've caught more in a day than 
they’ve caught in 20 years. 
Wayne Smnscoe. fisherman 

□ I took those pills as if they were 
aspirin. Thousands of players do it 
but the cost is always higher for 
Maradona. 
Maradona on his suspension for 
drug-taking 

□ Beating Argentina is the greatest 
moment for our people since the 
revolution. 
Anghel lordanescu, Romania 
coach 

□ God is a Bulgarian. 
Hrisfo Sfoichkov after his coun- 
try’s win on penalties against 
Mexico in the World Cup 

□ God is still a Bulgarian, but the 
referee was French. 
Stoichkov after Bulgaria were 

• denied claims far a second penalty 
during their 2-1 defeat by Italy 

□ We've gone from athlete man-. 
agement to crisis management. 
Malcolm Arnold, British athletics 
coach, on the growing demands of 
the sport 

□ I do not believe they should be 
integrated with the Common¬ 
wealth Games. I can tell you it's an 
embarrassment for those people 
and for the athletes in the village. 
Arthur Tunstall, Australian vice- 
president of the Commonwealth 
Games, opposing the inclusion of 
disabled sportspeople 

-^ilTicKe-ry] 

SAIDNA 
TOIDTT 

□ Another episode of Soccer in the 
Sauna. 
Ron Newman. ESPN, as Germany 
v South Korea began in a tempera¬ 
ture of l2Cf F in Orlando 

□ I would love to see them gassed, 
but unfortunately that is not pos¬ 
sible under Australian law. 
Graham Halbish, Australian 
Cricket Board chief executive, on 
the England supporters at 
Melbourne 

□ You guys are history. You are 
going to pay for it. 
Devon Malcolm after being hit on 
the helmet first ball by Fanie de 
ViUiers in the Oval Test. Malcolm 
took 9 far 57 

□ I seem to be playing just for the 
love and honour of it 
Michael Atherton. England cap¬ 
tain. at the Oval after fines 
reduced his march fee to nothing 
far the second time in the series 
against South Africa 

□ Hill has been thrown into the 
No I job because of what happened 
to Ayrton — but he was never really 
aNoI. 
Michael Schumacher as the world 
championship race hotted up 

□ What* happening to rugby 
union when a winger head-butts a 
prop and is then sent to jail? 
Brian Moore. England hooker, on 
the 60-day jail sentence on Scott 
Henderson, of Hamilton Academi¬ 
cals, far assault 

□ What are we meant to think 
when we see a forward in South 
Africa flagrantly stamping on the 
head of Jon Callard and going 
unpunished? 
Moore. Callard needed 27 stitches 
after the incident with Eland re van 
den Bergh 

□.There are a lot of people on the 
: British team doing it but everyone 
turns a blind eye. 
Liz McColgan on drugs 

□ I’d rather go down playing 
attractive rugby than stay up with 
the unattractive stuff. 
Peter Dods. coach of Gala rugby 
team, before the season began 

□ That could be the point that 
keeps us in the first division. 
Dods after Gala's 0-0 draw with 
Edinburgh Academicals 

□ When the captain said there was 
a problem at the back, 1 thought he 
meant me and Steve Bould. 
Tony Adams on a delayed flight 
back from Copenhagen 

□ Earthquakes, wars and Millwall 
— results as they happen. 

Radio 5 Live advertising cam¬ 
paign Millwall were not amused 

□ At this moment Ossie is our 
manager — not only for this 

season, but For many seasons to 
come. I hope. 

Alan Sugar. Tottenham chairman 

□ Good hookers do not necessarily 
make perceptive businessmen. 
Stuart Barnes on Brian Moore’s 
role tn the England squad's com¬ 
mercial activities 

□ Rugby uninn is no lunuer an 
amateur sport. There will bea rude 
commercial awakenine for those 
people who main lain that it is 
Louls Luyt. South African RFU 
president 

□ Every player we spoke to in 
South Africa made no bones about 
the fact they were paid. Players 
here would explode if they trial to 
victimise Mike. 
WiH Carting on a call far the RFU 
to ban Mike Catt for admitted 
professionalism 

□ Some players wanted to be paid 
anything from £150-BOO a match. 
They also demanded a signing-on 
fee of £3.000. And that was after I'd 
been told to approach them 
through their agents. These were 
players a little bit over the hill in 
terms of regular first division 
rugby. 
Ernie Williams. London Welsh 
chairman, on attempts to recruit, 
players far his fifth division club 

□ The players are up in arms 
about this. They don’t want to play 
sides with professionals in them. 
Anthony Stevens, Club Cricket 
Conference secretary, proposing a. 
boycott by southern clubs of the 
national club cup in response to 
the admission of professionals ' 

□ The truth is that, without an 
Empire to police, team games have 
lost their purpose; 
Boris Johnson responding to Mr 
Major's proposal that the Nat¬ 
ional Curriculum, should include 
compulsory team sport 

□ You Ye gor to have fun. other¬ 
wise golf would be too much like a 
real job. 
Laura Davies 

□ 1 believe we are in a spiritual 
battle. Therefore I am not sur¬ 
prised that this sort of thing 
happens and there is confusion. 
Rev Andrew Wingfield Digby. on 
losing his post as chaplain to the 
England cricket team 

□ We are like Unicef :at the 
moment, everyone is feediig off us. 
The ones who really get tome are 
the ex-plajrers who are outjf work 
and jump into the media tt1 have a 
go at us. 
Howard Wilkinson, Leeds man¬ 
ager. responding to critidsn 

□ Regarding the recent specula¬ 
tion concerning myself anc Aston 
Villa FC, I wish to make it dor that 
l will not be the next manager of 
Aston Villa FC. 
Brian Little's resignation later at 
Leicester City. Four davs leer, he 
became Villa manager 

□ No more nicey-nicey football. 
I’m looking for a team that fghts. 

. .Steve McMahon on his apjoint- 
merit as Swindon player-maiaggr. 
.He was sent off four days labr 

□ I must have done all rigit for 
them to gob all over me. 
Steve Jones, of Boumenouth, 
running the gauntlet oj the 
Birmingham supporters 

; ■ t ■ 

□ WeVe got grounds which are 
State of the Art and admirtisratibn 
which is State of the Ark. : 
Gordon Taylor, PFA\ chiefexecu¬ 
tive. on the bumbling investigation 
into the “bung- scandal : 

O Industries go to the wall iery 
day. look at Swan Hunter hep in 
the North-EasL I didn't heat! too 
many cry for them, it was reog- 
nised they had to go. Footballs a 
business, it's no different, ana it* 
not going to be ran by the bllzer 
brigade any more. It needs uibe 
ron as a business by businessmen. 
Sir John Hall. Newcastle chair¬ 
man advocate of a close! slop, 
tiwxlivision Premier League i 

□ On this planet, we wii alwiys 
know, now. that the athlrte of all 
athletes was between 45 aid 55. 
Geoige Foreman on reganing kis 
world heavyweight chamioasHip 

□ Well, stone me. Weve had 
cocaine, bribery and Arsetal scor¬ 
ing two goals at home. But just 
when you thought there tuly were 

?nnSJfEnSeS Ie* m fo«W. Vfrwie 

Jimmy Greaves. Sun colunnist 
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L'| Slof Argentina display an exciting formation but an unchanged temperament 

*t jj Passarella gives new talent free rein 
From David Miller 

% IN BUENOS AIRES 
- . - ‘ *>( • 

DANIEL Passare'la departs 
■ for the intercontinental 
:v : championship in Saudi Ara- 

I bia next week with an Argen- 
! tine team capable of anything. 

; ^,7 ; Or nothing. On Tuesday, die 
fh: tactical instability of a poten- 

oQ : rially brilliant side was evident 
'[ in the defeat of Yugoslavia by 

; a single goal. 
■ 7 % I say tactical, yet, in a sense, 
V the instability arises because 

<a. there are no tactics; just spon- 
! ran ecus combustion among a 

young group of fro-thinking 
cKfc, ball-players. There is therefore 

no thane, no pattern and no 
-Nm. continuity. The system is nice- 
c.r : ly summarised by Yiigosla- 

Ida’s ageing guru, MUjan 
Miljanic: “Anarchic.” 

• For those old enough to 
remember a perptedngly en- 
tertairring English player of 

, ! the Seventies, it is as though 
, Argentina had a team of ten 
* Duncan McKenzies. Yugosla¬ 

via had no idea what was 
going to happen nexL Nor had 
Argentina. 

Defending their interconti- 
■:E nental title, it will be irrterest- 
- .7. ing to see how they open 

against Nigeria, equally but 
. differently Rented, in a repeat 

V: of last summer's World Cup 
•/ encounter. Their group in- 

eludes Japan, while Mexico, 
]J.. Denmark and the Saudis vie 

| to provide the other finalist 
7/; •' Batistuta, of Fiorentina, is 

expected to be the only Euro¬ 
pean-based player in the 

' squad, since Passarella is in¬ 
tent on creating a united team 
held together by domestic 
familiarity. The principle is 
sound enough, but the prob¬ 
lem must be that within a 
year. Ortega. Rambert and 
other younger players will be 

— scooped up by preying Euro- 
—. pean dubs. 
__ Ortega, 20, from River 

Plate, is an echo of Maradona, 
covering the whole field and 

—— liable to unhinge the opposi¬ 
tion with a single touch, as he 
did against Yugoslavia by 
giving two men the slip on the 
left and sending a dipping 

' cross that Rambert running 
__ across Pandurovic, somehow 

flicked over the goalkeeper, 
i Argentina used a strange 2- 

h BASKETBALL 

NTERNATIONAL; Keflwflc toetand 104 
- Engtand 84 (FkxxjnG 23) • - 

■r\ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (hBAJ: MSwaj- 
tee 06 Devon B8; New fort* 99 New Jwaa* 

_ 91: Ortando ICQ t&nv 83: Los Angeles 
Cttpers 66 Cheago92; Ptwertx 119 Dates 
118. Houston 105 .Atlanta 93: San Antorao 
119 Charkffle 10ft Indiana 95 Denver 91; 
Golden State 139 Los Angeles Lakers 105. 
Sacramento 102 Portland 101 

Rambert who showed balletic skills to score Argentina’s winning goal, escapes the despairing dutch of Jugovic. the Yugoslavia midfield player 

6-2 formation that, in effect, 
had no centre forward, yet 
there were always two. three 
or more players filling that 
space and creating a night¬ 
mare during their purple spell 
in the first half for Duitic, 
Yugoslav's libero. and his two 
markers. Dorovic and 
Bmovie. Yet Argentina had 
nothing to lean on once the 
flair began to lose its sparkle 
in the second half- The value of 
system and method is that 
you can still play effectively, so 
to speak, even when not 
playing well. 

Yugoslavia, who had not 

CRICKET 

DHAKA- SAARC tournament: Final: India 
217; Bangladesh 1€<. India won by 52 rune. 
POHT ELIZABETH: Tour match ftfWd day 
ol lour); Eastern Province 93-1 (K C 
Wdssets 48 nrt out) v Sri Lankans 

Second Test match 
South AMca v New Zealand 

DURBAN (third day ol foe): New Zealand 
lead South A&Ka by sewn runs wvh seven 
secand-rrings metets m hand 
MEW ZEALAND: RnS hmtega 185 £ A 
Thomson 82: P S de WSere 5 far 64) 

Second Inrtegs 
BAYouignacout ..- 18 
DJ Minay few bdeVaSws. 0 
■K R Rutherford c Commins b McMillan 6 
M D Crowe c Richardson b McMillan . 10 
S P Flenwig not out..10 
Extras Qb2,nb2) . A 

Totatpwktg)-48 
FALL OF WICKETS-1-2,2-11.3-38. 
BOWLING: cteVIlera 11-4-14-1; Jack 7-tMfr 
0; McMBbo 8-2-11-2; MflSlhews 33-0-5-0. 

SOUTH AFRICA: Fha Innings 
A C Hudson c Young b Momson.8 
GKistencfeiorebDorJ..29 
J BCommtte c Han bDoufl--30 
D J CuSnan twr b Dou*.— 34 
*WJ Crania c Thomson b Momson .. 19 
JN Rhodes c Fleming b Hat-1 
B M McMBan b DouD -17 
tD J Richardson not out.. .—.39 
C R Matthews cf’arotc b Motrfson-7 
SD Jack c Crowe b Momson.. - 0 
PSde vasets C RemngbDou* .28 
Extras flb 6, nD 8).  14 

ToM-22S 

known which way to look next 
at times in the first half, kept a 
steady head and their own 
rhythmic pattern paid divi¬ 
dends in tire second half, when 
they all but turned the match. 
A wretched miss tty Savicevic, 
of AC Milan, from four yards, 
after a cross from Mihajlovic, 
die Sampdoria midfield play¬ 
er, was apparently caused by 
the ball coming at him 
straight out of the floodlights. 

The match almost became 
nasty. Yugoslavia's short fuse 
was often ignited by Argenti¬ 
na’s late or provocative tackles 
and their wanton feigning of 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-13. 2-61. 3-110. 
4-111. 5-122. 6-141. 7-16B. 8-182. 
9182 
BOWLING: Momson 254-704: DrxJI 29 4- 
9-73-5; Pringle 15-M30: Hot 17-2- 
54-1. 

(SA) and Kfrzar Hayat 

CAPE TOWN; Tour march (third day ol 
tour): Wtetem PrwInce 438 (H D Ackerman 
118. E Simons 102 tw ouL J Kalis S3, P 
Runde 50) and 196-4 (J Kaos 57 net out): 
Pataslarts 308 (Saeed Anwar "51. And 
Mugaba 55). 

FOOTBALL 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH: Aigartna 1 
Yugoslavia 0 (in Buenos Aires). 
FA VASE: TNrd-nxm replay: Postponed: 
Lfflteerd AthfeOc v Tunbridge Watts. 
Tuesday's Me reads 
FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: NcKngham 

Depth Weather 
(cm) Conditions Runs to (5pm) Last 

L U Piste OWp resort “C snow 

THE TIMES 

ANDORRA 
SoWeu 20 40 worn varied art sun 0 

(Pistes becoming very worn, snow cannons in use) 

AUSTRIA 0 
Obergurql 20 80 tan heavy worn ctaud 3 

(Good piste skiing above 2300m, lower runs very worn) 
St Anton 5 110 good varied worn rain 5 

(Snowing above iSOftn, poor vts&Sty, avalanche rtsk) 

FHANCE ' , 
AJpe d'Huez 15 100 fair heavy far doud 4 

(Heavy conditions, signal now worn, slony/gmssy patches) . 
Les Arcs 15 130 worn varied worn ctoud 4 

(Some fresh snow, many bare patches persisting) 
Chamonix 0 200 good powder dosed. ram 5 

• - (Sncwvo above TBOOm, higher runs improving] 
Courchevel 15 7D worn varied . art rain 2 Courchevel 15 7D worn varied . art rain 2 

(Deteriorating conditions with warm weather and ram) 
Flaihe 10 120 slush heavy slush rain 5 

(Warm slushy skiing a! all ievds: 6 of 28 Sfts opart) 
LaPbgrw 25 SO lair heavy poor doud 4 

dmcult rxsnOtKins with wet snow and poor vtsibWty) 
vakflsfre 25 too Jar heavy -J* doud 2 

0gher runs skftig weff cfesp«e mrW weather) 

TALY ' . - - . 
CervWa 10 135 good varied far ctoud 5 

(Good swing on open pistes, much mflder) 

SWITZERLAND 
Mlirreri 10 00 slush heavy slush. ran 5 

5 27/12 

4 28/12 

Veriaer . 25 1t» fair , varied poor www 1 28112 
• •• £»trf sfcirnp. mor©snow forecast 

Wengen 10 35 worn heavy sksh ran 2 22/12 
• (Fresh snow above 2200m, min below, very mBd) 

Source: Ski Club of Great Britain. L - lower slopes: U - uppen art - artffidaL 

being hurt when there had 
been almost no contact It was 
ever thus, genius and Artful 
Dodger in one. Who can forget 
the 1966 World Cup quarter¬ 
final with England? Incident¬ 
ally, Argentina are negotia¬ 
ting to play England next 
autumn. 

Argentina’s • performance 
put Brazil's display last Friday 
into perspective. 1?ie compari¬ 
son in tactical discipline was 
obvious and emphasised the 
opinions of Zoran Flljpovic, 
the Benfica coach, and of 
Miljanic that the Brazil team 
that won the World Cup for 

•: 

Forest 1 Nmvch Ctty 0. 
ENDSL5GH MSUFMNCE LEAGUE: FM 
dMsion: Swindon Town 1 Sheffield United 
3 Third division: Same! 1 GWng- 
ham 0. 

ICE HOCKEY r 

BRmSH LEAGUE: Rentier rSt/Uoa’ Ecfcv 
bugb 9 Fte 2; HumberexJe 9 Whfltey 3. 
Shofield 3 Nottingham 3 Hrst dvisiorr 
Medway 13 Lee Valley a. Tirfad 7 Traf- 
ferd 5. 
DAVOS: Spengter Cup: Fse«]esred3 (Sms'! 
3 TraMor Che^ablns* 2; Davos (Smc) 8 
IFKHetaWri(Rn)3. 

RUGBY UNION 

Representative match 
Sccobh Schools B 3 AusDafe Schools 30 

TABLE TENNIS 

RACING 

Commentary 

Call 0891 500123 
Results 

Call 0891100123 
Calls cost 39p per min cheap rale, 

49p per mm at afl other times 

THE-5^3; TIMES 

SNOWLINE 
0891 333 568 

AUSTRIA * FRANCE * SWITZERLAND 
1TAIY • REST Or EUROPE 
n.mrmo;* 

mumm rowania./bulgaria 

IWEATHERLINEI 
0891 333 462 
Hh areas for the week ahead 

Cab as Mpfn* da® nto. 
tepms a d oto ones 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

ANAHSM. Ceftomls: Freedom Bout 
Lttah 16 Arizona 13 

FOOTBALL 
KWc-oW 7J0 unless staled 

UMBOND NORTHB1N PREMIER 
LEAGUE: FM division: Netharfletd v 
Harrogate Town. 
KONiCA LEAGUE OF WALES: 
Maesteg Pfflfc v UarteJtt. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: 
First dvMon: MOwaU v Chetoea |Z<Q. 
UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: 
First (flvieion: Burgess hfil v Three 

SCHOOLS MATCH: FA Premier 
League Undar-16 Trophy: Kern v 
Surrey (at Cobdown 1.0). 

RUGBY UMON 
RupmuiBHve match 
Uddiawv teW Federation 
Devetopme«XV 

(^ FwtequvTS, 2.0) 

OTHER SPORT 
DARTS: WDC world championships 
(Circus Tauam, Puflest). 

ICE HOCKEY; British League: First 
dMsion; Slough v Swftton (8.15): 
Trattord Metros vTeesUe (530) 
SNOOKSt European UagucS Davis 
v A McManus: K Doherty v R CTSUBvan; 
J WhtevJ Parrott (bthSngborough). 
TABLE TENNIS: England v China (Si 
Austefl) 

the fourth time is perhaps 
more tactically sophisticated 
than any of its predecessors. 
As Miljanic observed, Brazil 
are marvellous defenders 
without being defensive, in¬ 
stantly able to switch defence 
into attack because of their 
technique, able to win the ball 
by interception rather than 
full frontal tackling. 

The Yugoslavs have con¬ 
ducted themselves impeccably 
on the most arduous tour with 
which I have been involved — 
the travel, heat and unfamiliar 
circumstances sapping their 
energy with no time to accli- 

Wigan hit 
by new 

setback for 
Clarke 

PHIL CLARKE, the vice¬ 
captain of the Great Britain 
rugby league team, who has 
not played since damaging 
ankle ligaments in the defeat 
by Australia on November 20, 
suffered another setback in 
training yesterday. 

The Wigan loose forward, 
who lad hoped to make his 
comeback in the 32r25 victory 
over St Helens on Boxing 
Day, could now miss the 
Stones Bitter Championship 
match against Warrington at 
Central Park on New Year’s 
Day. 

“We shall just have to wait 
to see what kind of reaction be 
suffers,” Graeme West, the 
Wigan coach, said. West also 
has doubts over three other 
players injured daring the 
match against St Helens, al¬ 
though the news concerning 
Va’aiga Tuigamala is less 
serious than at first feared. 
uInga’s knee is not swollen 
and it during the next couple 
of days, it doesn't get any 
worse, then it’s just a matter of 
time before he's fit” West 
said. The same applies to the 
wing, Jason Robinson, and 
the second-row forward, De¬ 
nis Betts, who are both suffer¬ 
ing from ankle injuries. 

Salford have signed die 
Australian bads. Scott Wil¬ 
son, from Canterbury-Banks- 
town until die end of the 
season, with a one-year op¬ 
tion. Wilson, 22. has twice 
tested positive for recreational 
drugs in the past four years. 
John WQkinson. the Salford 
chairman, said: “We have 
been assured by Canterbury 
that he is a reformed charac¬ 
ter.” Wilson wfl] replace Scott 
Mahon, who is returning to 
Australia in the new year. 

matise prior to two of the 
toughest matches they could 
have faced. They have re¬ 
vealed all the traditional ele¬ 
ments of skill that have distin¬ 
guished Yugoslavia’s football 
over the past 50 years, even 
though die team now compri¬ 
ses only the republics of Serbia 
and Montenegro. 

Their patriotism, however, 
is as proud as ever: against 
Brazil, the players derided 
unanimously that they would 
rather keep the new Yugoslav 
shirt than swap with their 
opponents because it had 
more emotional value to them. 

•V-.. . 

Crowe has 
little to 

celebrate in 
run record 

By Our Sports Staff 

MARTIN CROWE became 
New Zealand's leading run- 
scorer in Test cricket yester¬ 
day, but was unable to 
prevent South Africa from 
taking control of die second 
Test in Durban- Crowe 
passed John Wright’s tally of 
5334 nms when he reached 
four in New Zealand’s second 
inning?, but he was dismissed 
for only ten as they slipped to 
48 for three, with an overall 
lead of just seven, when bad 
light aided play early on the 
third day. 

It would have been even 
worse for New Zealand had 
Hudson, at second slip, not 
dropped Young, then on ten, 
off McMillan. Young sur¬ 
vived to reach 18 not out 
having batted for more than 
two hours and faced 106 balls. 

South Africa owed their 
strong position to some fine 
work with both bat and ball 
by Fanie de Vilfiers. He 
helped rescue their first in¬ 
nings with 28 in a last-wicket 
stand of 44 with David Rich¬ 
ardson and then added to his 
five first-innings wickets with 
an early strike when New 
Zealand batted again. 

When de VOliers joined 
Richardson a few minutes 
before lunch. South Africa, 
resuming at 122 for five, had 
slipped to 1S2 for nine. They 
stayed together until an hour 
after Iundi to give their side 
a useful first-innings lead 
of 41. 

De Villiers’s dismissal gave 
Simon Doull his second five- 
wicket haul in Test cricket He 
finished with five for 73. 
Richardson again played until 
great sense and composure 
and was left unbeaten on 39. 
the top score of the innings. 

When New Zealand batted I 
a second time. McMillan 
picked up two wickets as well 
as haring Hudson dropped. 
He removed Rutherford, who 
pulled to mid-wicket, and 
Crowe, who was caught at the 
wicket by Richardson off the 
inside edge. De Vfillers had 
made the initial break¬ 
through. having Murray leg- 
before for nought 
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Tasmania 
enjoys 

narrow win 
THE maxi yacht Tasmania, 
crossed the finishing-line min¬ 
utes ahead of its leading rival 
in a thrilling finish to the 
fiftieth Sydney to Hobart race 
yesterday. 

Bob Clifford, the skipper, 
brought TosmaTiifl, the pre¬ 
race favourite, up the Derwent 
River into Hobart at dawn, 
escorted by about SO pleasure 
boats, about a mile ahead of 
the maxi. Brindabella.. skip¬ 
pered by George Snow. 

Tasmania missed the 
record time of 2 days 14hr 
36min 56sec set in 1975 by the 
American maxi, Kialoa, by 
about two hours. 

England crash 
Basketball: England paid for 
ignoring their opponents’ 
shooting skills when they 
were beaten 104-94 by Iceland 
in Keflavik yesterday. Eng¬ 
land were 23 points down 
before they rallied unavailing- 
Iy through Roger Huggins, 
with 23 points, Peter 
Scantlebury (17), Karl Brown 
(16) and Spencer Dunkley, 
who scored 15 points on his 
first appearance. 

Pontoni beaten 
Cydfng: Daniele Pontoni, who 
won the Italian amateur world 
cyclo-cross championship in 
Leeds three years ago, was 
beaten into third place yester¬ 
day in the fourth round of the 
World Cup series at Loenhoul 
in Belgium but retained the 
overall lead in the 
competition. 

New ski date 
Skiing: The men’s Alpine 
World Cup downhill race 
scheduled for Crans Montana 
on January 6 but called off 
because of poor snow condi¬ 
tions. will be raced in Wengen 
on January 20. 

Non-starter 
Athletics: Liz McColgan yes¬ 
terday withdrew from the 
County Durham international 
cross-country race with a 
throat infection. 

THE^feTIMES 
Aberlour 

Hogmanay Quiz The history of Scotland is brave and 
sometimes tragic - and competitors 
will need a good knowledge of it to 

answer today’s questions in The Times 
Aberlour Hogmanay Quiz. 

Hie classic Speyside malt whisky and 
Britain’s best quality newspaper have 
already challenged readers in the fields of 
art and literature, geography and sport 
Tomorrow and on Saturday the subjects are 
food and drink, and general knowledge. 

When you have the answers to all the 30 
questions, send them in and you could win 
a sporting weekend for two. with salmon 
fishing and golf as well as a tour of the 
Aberlour Distillery. 

Even if you fail to win one of the 102 top 
prizes, your study will not go unrewarded. 
Every entrant who completes the 30 ques¬ 
tions by the closing date will receive a 
miniature bottle of Aberlour. 

The prizes 

How To Enter 

Every day this week The Times will pub¬ 
lish five questions. When you have the 
answers to all 30 questions, send them on a 
piece of paper together with your name, 
address and daytime phone number to: 
The Tunes!Aberlour Hogmanay Quiz, 
18-19 Whrtefriars Street, London EC88 
2NG. 

All entries must be received by midnight 
on January 9.1995. Winners will be chosen 
from all correct entries received by this 
date. Normal Times Newspapers competi¬ 
tion rules apply. 

> .the flrsr rwo correa entries drawn si randan after1-, 
tee dwbg date will each.win a sporting weekend Jw 

on S^essa^SooOanL the winners wUl-fly » ■’ 
/ Abrnfeen and spend two nighls at CragartadTie 
HoaL Sahnon.feWng and goH vaU he avaJiabfe and 
:V-diei* wffl be a taor.flf die. Aberlour Distillery. 

Tbe ned 50 correa .crari® will receive praes of 3Sd 
bg^-rfAbertiuFsr^inak.eadi' with iw? Medd'' 

j:'Xateftwhisky Rinses. : 
- A fonter S3 contoa entries will each win a TDd boi* 
deofHVye^oid Abajpur Single Highland Matt. " 

- 8«Qreri{rtthr wft9caii{)fa*aite - 
: 3sBUttfy 9.199S^wdl receive > miniature bottle of 

-V.{ Aberlour. . 

Day Four Questions 

1) What was the name of the Italian 
secretary of Mary Queen of Scots? 
2) What does Glasgow mean in 
Celtic? 
3) When was Inverary Castle rebuilt 
on its actual site? (Date of decision 
required). 
4) When does the earliest historical 
reference to something like whisky 
date from? 
5) Where was-Saint Andrew buried? 

A STORY IS TOLD of Donald, a revered ghillie in 

years gone by on a certain loch of pur acquaintance. It 

was a bad morning for trout, the water a glassy calm. 

Donald toiled ail morning at the oars while his 

cargo, of two London businessmen caught nothing. 

As lunchtime neared. Donald began to look for¬ 

ward to the lustrous sherry-gold 

depths of The Macallan Malt Whisky 

which was the customary reward 

for a deserving ghillie. JBut the otiose 

Sassenachs had other ideas. 

Donald, ” they cried. 

“Then riot whisky!"* Donald said noth- 
ing, and ate w lunch at some remove. 

Mae Macallan 
Nae fish... 

But the iron had entered his soul. The wind rose. 

Arid all afternoon while every other boat on the loch was 

landing an almost miraculous draught of trout, Donald 

rowed his clients slowly up and down the one unruffled 
stretch of water. 

When evening came, he deposited his fishless clients 
on the bank, and surveyed them gravely as they rifled 
through their treasuries of insult, goggling like the trout 

jig they had so signally failed to capture. 

“Noe Macallan” said Donald at last. 

And rowed 
off into the MAfUATJ.AW 
gloaming. 
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Otto’s second-half strike helps Birmingham stretch unbeaten run to 21 games 

Fiy’s 
Cardiff City.0 
Birmingham City.1 

By Russell Kempson 

BARRY FRY, the Birmingham 
City manager, had used 31 
players prior to Christmas in a 
curious mix-and-maich effort 
at escaping from the 
Endsleigh Insurance League 
second division at the first 
attempt 'Successful sides are 
usually based on settled line¬ 
ups with die minimum of 
infiltrators or interruptions. 

Much to Fry's credit, 
though, his incessant chop¬ 
ping and changing — with the 
cheque-book assistance of 
David Sullivan, Ms chairman 
— has only improved the 
product at St Andrew's. In 
danger of becoming the 
comotose giant of the Mid¬ 
lands, adrift in second division 
backwaters: they now possess 
a 21-match unbeaten run 
stretching back to late 
September. 

At Ninian Park yesterday. 
Ricky Otto, the 32nd and 
newest member of the 
Birmingham bretheren, again 
provided evidence of Fry’s 
shrewdness in the transfer 
market. Signed for a club- 
record £800,000 from South- 
end United Otto had made a 
bitter-sweet debut in the 1-1 
home draw against Cam¬ 
bridge United on Boxing Day, 
when he scored for both teams 
before being substituted. 

Yesterday, his 59th-minute 
goal was enough to sentence 
Cardiff City to further scrim¬ 
maging near the wrong end of 
the division. Pbole slung over 
the ball from the right and 
Otto latched on to the ricochet 
to send a lunging, right-foot 
shot slithering past Williams. 

Fry was as bubbly as ever, 
after initial condemnation of 
Birmingham's patchy first- 
half display. "It was pathetic." 
he said. “If I could have taken 
off nine players at half-time. I 
would have. We were totally 
negative. Nobody wanted to 
take responsibility: it was all 
pass-the^buck stuff. But we 

Birmingham team-mates congratulate Otto, centre, at Ninian Park yesterday as he celebrates scoring his second goal in two games for the dub 

were tremendous In the sec¬ 
ond half. We really battled If 
you want to win champion¬ 
ships, you sometimes have to 
roll up your sleeves and dig in. 
That's what we did. We were 
iriffic.” 

Birmingham still have nine 
first-team players on the sick- 
list and Fry relishes the day 
when most of them are fit to 
perform. At Cardiff, though, 
the future is less rosy. Still 
beset by boardroom strife. 

there is no money to alleviate 
the playing and administra¬ 
tive gloom and only limited 
talent at the disposal of Terry 
Yorath, the general manager 
and now commander-in-chief 
since the departure of Eddie 
May. It is a predicament not 
entirely dissimilar to that of 
the Wales national team, 
whom Yorath once managed 
with distinction. 

“We tried to roller-coaster 
them in the first half and 

almost succeeded.” he said. 
“We needed a good perfor¬ 
mance to boost morale here 
and I thought we were un¬ 
lucky not to get a point.” 

Maybe they were. In horri¬ 
ble conditions — seven inches 
of rain have fallen in the past 
few days — Cardiff ignored 
Birmingham's formidable cre¬ 
dentials. and the continuous 
downpour, with a display of 
commendable bravado. How¬ 
ever, Fry’s vigorous half-time 

pep talk — “Cor blimey, lads. 
Wot on earth dyer call that?” 
— had the desired effect 

More composed in aD de¬ 
partments. they cleverly drew 
their opponents into leaving 
too many gaps and then 
administered the punishment 
with Otto's goal. A late rally 
from Cardiff produced a fine 
series of saves from Bennett, 
who dived every which way in 
denying Stant twice, Evans 
and Dale. 

For Cardiff, Yorath and 
much of Welsh football, dark 
clouds continue to hover. For 
Birmingham. Fry and Sulli¬ 
van. tiie sun keeps shining. 
Liverpool in the FA Cup, too. 
Cor blimey, wot bliss. 
CARDIFF CITY 14-4-Z}: 0 ivauams — VV 
neraSy.J Percy. LBeddeley. DSearte—C 
Dale. P Ramsey, A Oatway isuO' S Yang. 
7&tot) C Gnffifii (suS P Miar. 65) — A 
Evans. P Sat 
BIRMINGHAM CTTY (&4-2V I Bennett — G 
Paul 0 Bares, D Hcwefl, C Whyte — N 
Doherty. M '-V.itcl. G Cooper. R OSD — S 
CariCge, MDeSsuza. 
Ratafee: C Withes 

Hull deprived by Taylor’s 
penalty-area expertise 

Ibrox could host 
European final 

rts Staff 

and could host the Tennents 

Bradford City.1 
Hull City..0 

By Christopher Irvine 

HULL City’s promotion chall¬ 
enge in the second division of 
the Endsleigh Insurance 
League faltered in yesterday's 
exasperating contest at Valley 
Parade, where a lapse of 
concentration five minutes 
from time cost them a share of 
the spoils. 

The Bradford attack had 
caused few problems until 
Robson, their captain, lofted a 
spectacular pass into the visi¬ 
tors' penalty area. John Taylor 
has made sweeter headed 
connections, but this one was 
effective enough to bring him 
his third goal in three games, 
a return to the sort of 
goalscoring form that once 
made him one of the most 
feared strikers in the lower 
divisions. 

Taylor was averaging a goal 
every three games when he left 
Bristol Rovers last summer, at 
what was a record fee for 
Bradford of £300,000. He still 
lacks something of his former 
sharpness and had stumbled 
his way through this inept 
encounrer before delivering a 
coup de grace that seemed to 
surprise him as.much as the 
7,312 who saw it 

Hull are a club of admirable 
thriftiness that Geoffrey Rich¬ 
mond. the Bradford chair¬ 
man. would dearly love to 
emulate off the pitch. To those 
who bitterly criticised the sale 
of Lee Duxbury, who was then 
the club captain, to Hudders¬ 

field earlier this month, as 
pan of the book-balancing 
exercise, yesterday's win was 
the ideal riposte. 

Hull’s promotion bid. if it £s 
to be reawakened, will require 
luck, a good deal of sticking 
plaster for a threadbare squad 
and future avoidance of the 
son of complacency that crept 
into their game in a match 
they appeared to have well in 
hand, in spite of an inferior 
share of possession. 

Hull had four former 
Bradford players in their 
ranks, in addition to a former 
Bradford manager in Terry 
Dolan, bur it was a reunion 
that provided precious little 
sparkle. 

Dolan had no complaints 
afterwards, nor should he 
have had. Lennie Lawrence, 
his Bradford counterpart, was 
relieved at only a fifth home 
League win of the season: “It's 
a boost for everyone. We were 

Robson: telling pass 

well overdue this son of 
performance at home,” he 
said: 

The pre-match announce¬ 
ment that Andrew Petterson 
had been recalled by Charlton 
after a month's loan — “and 
not sent back by choice” — 
seemed hardly designed as a 
vote of confidence in Paul 
Tomlinson, who took over in 
goal. Yet he was to emerge as 
man of the match. 

Almost single-handedly, he 
kept Bradford on level terms 
in the first half as Hull neatly 
exploited the spaces that 
opened up all too readily 
behind the home back four. 
Were it not for the sharpness 
of Tomlinson's reflexes at 
short range, Windass’s strong 
header would have found the 
net in the seventh minute. 
After 30 minutes, his out¬ 
stretched hands parried a 
venomous effort by Peacock. 

Bradford did not want for 
chances, but, in the squally 
wind, control, as well as shots, 
went astray, Jewell being par¬ 
ticularly wasteful. 

Hull, whose early frustra¬ 
tions should have resulted in a 
redoubling of effort, could find 
no impetus in a barren second 
half. The price they paid was a 
heavy one. for they had gained 
no reward from the game in 
hand they had over the four 
clubs above them in the table. 
BRADFORD CITY (4-^Z) P Twnfinson— 
R Huxfcrd. G MdcteV, G Oliver. W Jacobs 
—C Shun. D Hamilton. G Robson, S Murray 
— P Jewell [sub: P Shawter, 76mm). J 
Taytar. 
HULL CITY M-S-2V S Wilson — R Waflace. 
G Hobson, R Dcwhurst (sub. D Mail. 4?), J 
Graham — fl Peacock islMj. C Hargreaves 
831. G Abbott. C Lee. C Latvlcud — L Brown. 
DWindass. 
Referee: K Luplon. 

King faces 
inquiry 

into ‘racist’ 
outburst 

ANDY KING, the Mansfield 
Town manager, is being re¬ 
ported to the Football League 
after allegedly making racial 
remarks and using abusive 
language dining his side's 5-2 
victory at Scarborough on 
Tuesday. The comments were 
said to have been made when 
Scarborough's black midfield 
player, Jason Rockett, was 
sent off by the referee, Trevor 
West during the Endsleigh 
Insurance League third divi¬ 
sion match. 

West from Hull, said he 
was not aware of any incident 
during the game, but was 
duty-bound to report com¬ 
plaints made by supporters. 

Defeat left Scarborough 
bottom of the division. 

King said yesterday: “How 
anyone can call me a racist I 
don’t know. Have they seen 
the colour of my assistant 
manager. Keith Alexander? 1 
refute this allegation totally. 

“Their team are doing bad¬ 
ly. They have a new manager 
and wont have a go at him 
yet. So they have to take their 
anger out on someone and 
that person is me- This all 
happened after one of their 
lads was sent off The fans 
applauded him to the dress¬ 
ing room for a bad tackle and 
that to me summed up their 
hostile attitude to my team. 

“Maybe I get a bit aggres¬ 
sive during a game and swear 
— what manager doesn't? — 
and if I have offended any¬ 
one. I apologise, but. I stress. 
I’m no racist~ 

RANGERS are edging closer 
towards their dream of stag¬ 
ing the final of a European 
competition at Ibrox. The 
Glasgow club’s ground was 
one of 17 on a short-list drawn 
up by Uefa, European foot¬ 
ball’s governing body, for this 
season's cup finals. 

Rangers have apparently 
lost out to Vienna and Paris in 
1995. but work is due to start in 
1995 to complete the comers of 
Ibrox. increasing the all-seater 
capacity to 51,000 and giving 
the club a stronger case next 
season. 

A Uefa spokesman said: 
The Rangers ground is on 
our list of stadia for European 
finals and was considered. 
The club competition commit¬ 
tee have put forward their 
recommendations for this 
year's final — the European 
Cup final should be at the 
Ernst Happel stadium in Vi¬ 
enna and the European Cup 
Winners’Cup final at the Parc 
des Princes. Paris. These pro¬ 
posals will go before the 
executive committee at the end 

. of January." 
The Paris ground holds 

50,000 and the one in Vienna 
48,700, so Ibrox will compare 
favourably in future. David 
Murray, the Rangers chair¬ 
man, said: “We've been vetted 
by Uefa and we are on the list. 
Ifs something we're working 
towards and hope will happen 
some day. Mind you. we’d 
rather be playing in a Euro¬ 
pean final than staging one.” 

Ibrox staged this season’s 
Scottish Coca-Cola Cup final 

Scottish Cup final if Celtic, 
who are using Hampden Park 
this season, are involved. 

Mexico has made a bid to 
hold the World Cup finals in 
2002. Fifa, the world govern¬ 
ing body, said in Zurich 
yesterday. Japan and South 
Korea had been contesting a 
two-horse race for the finals 
and Joao Havelange, the Fifa 
president, has said that they 
should be held in Asia. 

Mexico hosted two success¬ 
ful tournaments in 1970 and 
1986. The three countries have 
until February 28 to confirm 
their bids and Fifa will make 
its derision in June 1996. 

Napoli have asked Uefa to 
consider whether Eintracht 
Frankfurt inadvertently used 
a fourth foreign player when 
the reams met in a Uefa Cup 
match last month. Eintracht 
won the third-round tie 2-0 on 
aggregate. 

Giuseppe Iodice. secretary- 
general of the Italian club, 
said yesterday that the Ger¬ 
man team’s use of Slobodan 
Komljenovic, a Serb, in the 
first leg on November 24 was 
Napoli’S bone of contention. 

He said Komljenovic violat¬ 
ed his status as an assimilated 
player — a foreigner who has 
played at least five years 
within a national association, 
two of them at youth level — 
when he played for Yugosla¬ 
via’s national team recently. 

“Komljenovic lost his assim¬ 
ilated status once he played for 
Yugoslavia against Brazil and 
Argentina,” Iodice said. 

-> WOBD^V^lNG^ I- ;r •; Cash settles for modest ambition 
Answers from page 40 

LUNGE . 

* (c) Either of two large North American freshwater fishes, 
Salvelinus namayaish, a char or lake trout foimd in northern 
lakes, or Esax masquinongy, a pike found in the Great Lakes. 

■ 1851, Vermont Laws: “Such person or persons shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of one dollar for each trout or hmge so taken.” 

■ INVERTOR 

(b) A miLsde which turns a part (as the footy inwards. The 
invertors of the foot are Tibialis posterior and Tibialis anterior 

MODENA 

(b) A pigeon of the variety so called, distinguished by its stodty 
1 build and red legs. “The Modena became an exhibition pigeon 

which, with its red legs, strutted and Bounced just like the Wife 
of Bath.” 

NUPPENCE 

(a) Slang for no money, modelled on tuppence. 1886, Longman's 
Magazine: The Americans can get our books, and do get than, 
ami republish them and give us nothing — that awful minus 
quantity. Happened” 

__ SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 

1 d7! leaves Black helpless. 

By Our Sports Staff 

PAT CASH, the former Wim¬ 
bledon champion, has set 
himself a modest goal as he 
continues his comeback in a 
series of Australian tennis 
tournaments over the next five 
weeks. 

The injury-troubled Cash 
missed most of the 1993 season 
with a knee problem and is 
making another return to the 
circuit after having back 
surgery in January. 

The 29-year-old will partner 
Kristine Radford in the Aus¬ 
tralian team to contest the 
Hopman Cup teams champ¬ 
ionship, which starts on Satur¬ 
day at the Burswood 
Superdome. 

"My only goal is to survive 
the Australian season without 
injury,” Cash, who has been 
granted a wild-card entry into 
next month's Australian Open 
in Melbourne, said. 

Cash has been rebuilding 
his game by playing in satel¬ 
lite tournaments in Europe. 
The main thing is I*ve had no 
problems with my back or 
knee,” he said. “I’ve played 
about six or seven tourna¬ 
ments in a row1 now, so 1 feel 
as though I’m getting into 
some sort of groove.” 

Cash, a native of Melbourne 
who won Wimbledon in 1987 
and had a career-high world 
ranking of No 4 in 1988. said 
he was excited at the prospect 
of again facing some of the 
leading names in tennis: 
"Haying the small tourna¬ 
ments in Europe is not a great 
motivator, but there is a great 
field for the Hopman Cup," he 
said. This will be the first 
time I’ve come up against the 
top players and the competi¬ 
tion is seriously tough." 

The Czech Republic team of 
Petr Korda and Jana Novotna, 
the defending champions, is 

the top seed for the 12-nation 
event, ahead of the German 
team of Boris Becker and 
Anke Huber. 

Cash and Radford play their 
first-round match against the 
South African combination of 
Christo van Rensburg and 
Amanda Coetzer on Sunday. 
□ FOur Czechs have refused to 
play in the first-round Davis 
Cup match against Italy in 
February, saying their tennis 
union's guarantee of nearly 
$18,000 (about £11,700) each is 
not enough, it was reported in 
Prague yesterday. 

Mlada Fronta, the daily 
newspaper, quoted a letter 
sent by Martin Damm, David 
Rikl, Cyril Suk, and Daniel 
Vaeek to Jan Kodes, the Czech 
Tennis Union chairman and 
former Wimbledon champion. 
It quotes the letter as telling 
Kodes that the union’s final 
offer — reportedly of 500.000 
crowns each ($17,900) for even 

a first round defeat — “far 
from corresponds with our 
expectations". 

The Czechs are already des¬ 
perate to replace Petr Korda, 
ranked No 18 in the world, 
and Karel Novacek, who 
indicated in November they 
would not play In the Davis 
Cup next year, both citing a 
lack of interest. 

Vladislav Svarda, the team 
captain, told Miada Fronta 
dial, through the letter, the 
four players had “embar¬ 
rassed themselves in front of 
the whole nation and basically 
damaged our tennis”. 

However, Svarda said that 
ne hoped to meet the men 
during January's Australian 
Open and he would be able to 
offer each an individual con¬ 
tract. The tie with Italy is 
scheduled for February 3 to 5 
in Naples. Players and tennis 
officials were unavailable for 
comment yesterday. 

on Wagner 
The BqyrenfliBsqterience. Radio 3,4.40pm. 
Michael Portillo’s reflections on this afternoon* pe^wngnee of 

problem “dear to his heart" — WotanS renegmg^jn twoof ftfe 
employees? No. just deeply fascinated lyjL And .what (rftenard 
S!%t5oiy that the Ring is essentially aboutcapifalirts setting out 
to destroyworkers’ rights? The Secretary of State for.Employment 
skates deftly around that one. • 

Touch of Genius. Radio 4, IlJOpm. . 

Nobody who can tell genius from talent wifi quarrel with-the tide of 
this four-part series about the jazz pianist George Shearing which 
ends tonight Shearing lias only to play two successivebars andwe 
know that we are in ms unique world of sound. June Kn®*lawer. 
has been interviewing him in the Cotswold cottage where he aiui his 
second wife spend five months out.of every year, m telling foe 
Shearing stmyTTdo not think she has left a some untoroed, whether 
it has been his 50 years as.a performer and recording artist me 

namps with whom he has shared die limeugiu. or ■—and this. 
is something that is sensitively explored in tornghCs^gHsodej-. nis 
lifelong blindness.. Peter DaraH* 

WORLD SERVICE 

Afl times in GMT. 430am BBC I 
445 Fruhmagsan; .in' Goman 5i_ 
Newshow 8L00 Stagenmagazin Gab 
Europe Today 7.00 World Nans 7.1s 

.Just WBtom 7.30 Network UK-8*0 
World News 8.10 Wards erf Fattti.aiS 
Good Books 830John Peer 8-OONaws 
9.05 Business .Repair 8.15 From Our 
Own Correspan&nt MO Tbe Faming 
World 945 Sport 10.00 News 1001 
Assignment 1030TWoCheere far 1994 
1130 Newsdesk 11.15 BBC Engfeti 
11-45 Mpagsmagazfri 1200 World 
News 12.10pm Words Of Falh 12.15 
Mrtbacfc X-Prass 1245 Spoil -14)0 
News 235 Outlook 230 Just Wftam 
245 The Learning World 3.00 News 
3.15 The Greenfield Collection 4.00 
News 4.15 BBC English 430 Heute 
AMueB 530 News 535 World Business 
Report 5.15 BBC Engfish 630 
Newsdesk 830 Haute Aktuefl 730 
Katektaskop 830 World News 8.10 
Wards of Faith 8.15 The World Today 
830 Europe today 930 News 1035 
Wbrld Business Report 10.15 Network 
UK 1045 Sport 1130 Newsdesk 1130 
Two Cheers tar 1994 1230 News 
12.15am Musta Review 130 News 1‘hS 
Outlook 130 On the Move 145 Global 
Concerns 230 Newsdesk'230 The 
Woman In. Hack. 3.00 News 3.15 Sfoort 
330 Focus on Faith 430 Newsdesk . 

CLASSIC FM 

830am Nick Bafiey930Angela Rippan 
1230 SuBannah Simons 230pm 
Lunchtirnie Coricado: Bartrik (Wofin Con¬ 
certo-No 2) 330 Jamie Crick 630 
Classic Reports730 Tbe -Travel Gukte 
830 Evenfig Concert11030 Mcftaef 
Mappin 130am Penny Vine . 1 

630am Pa/ Coyts 930 Richard Soo¬ 
ner 1230 Graham Dene 430pm Gary 
King 730 NJ.Wttams 1130 f<8ck 
Abbot ZJXMLOOam JaneyLe&Graoe 

RADIO 1 

FM Stereo. 430am Claire Sturgess. 
730 Lynn Parsons 1030 Kevin Qfeen^. 
ing, inciicfinB at 1230-1245pm 
Ntwsbea 430 Mark GoocBer 730 
Evening Session's Live Rewind, present¬ 
ed by Jo WHiey and Steve Lamacq. 
inducing ftEU In the south erf Fiance - 
and five music from Oasis In NewcaSle 
1030 The Stay of Pop 11.00 Classic 
Concerts: In Concert celebrates JS 
years 1230-430am Lisa L'Anaon 

RADIO 2 

FM Stereo. 630am Martin Keher wtti 
the Earty Shew 8.15 Pause tor Thought 
730Wake Up to Wogan 9.15 Pause tar 
Thought 930 Ken Bruce 1130 Jimmy 
Young 230pm Fiona Armstrong 330 
Ed Stewart 535 John Dunn 730 For 
Better a tar Wbrse: sterling Su Pafad 
and Garden Kaye 735 Cortry Club 
presented by Lisa Stewart 9.00 Paul. 
Jones 945 Gospel Train: at the Calvary ■ 
Church of God m Chrtst Tottenham, 
London 1030 London Caftng (r) 1130 
Barbara Cook (fl 12.05am Patrick Lunt 
330 AJex Lesier 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

Midnight Test Match Special: Austrafia 
v England 730 The Breakfast Pro¬ 
gramme 835 The Magazine, wtth Diana 
Mada. inducing at 835 topical phone, 
in; Film Review ot the Year; Euronews; 
Gut Reaction 1135 Yule Never Ba&sve 
This! 1135 Sporting Partnerships: 
Olympic rowers Jonny and Greg Saarie 
1230 Midday with Mar. including el 
1234pm Mcneycheck 235 Rubcob on 
Five 430 John Inver dale Nationwide 
730 News Extra, including at 730 the 
day's sport in Ml 735 Women on Top 
835 I Remember You: Referee CXve 
Thomas and goafie Gary Spraka 935 
SpoftsAmerica 1035 Brief Lives If) 
1130 MgW Extra 1135 Yule Never 
Beteve Thrs! (r) 1235am Night Moves, 
with Steve Sampson 235 Up Al Night 

RADIO 3 

635am Weather 730 On Air, with 
Andrew McGregor. Hanson 
(Serenade tor flute, harp and 
strings. Op 359; Mendelssohn 
(Prelude and Fugue In E - 
mipor. Op 35 No 1); 732 
Quartet Collection: Haydn 

’ "■ (String Quartet m C. Op 33 
No 3); 835 Ives (Country 
Band March); JOnafiek (The 
Diary of One Who 
Disappeared, excerpts); 
Poulenc (Organ Concerto) 

930 Composer of the Week; 
Rimsky-Korsakov (r) 

1030 Musical Encowitera, wtth 
Edward Btekeman. Mozart 
(Viofin Concerto in A); 1035 
Artist of the Week : Geotge 
Malcolm, conductor. Britten 
(Hymn to St Cedfia); 1045 
Montedar (Two Brunettes): 
La Barre (Suite in C minor); 
Vivaldi err George Mafcolrn 
(Sonata m C); Haydn 
(Symphony No 79 in F) 

12.00 Ensemble: A recital of 
French piano music by 
Kathryn Stott, piano (r) 

130pm Opera Mann^e: 
GdtterdSmmeftm. James 
Levine conducts foe Bayreuth 
Festival Orchestra in Act 1 of 
(he final instalment of 
Wagner's epic Ring cycle. 
Sung vi German; 3.15 The 
Bayreuth Experience: Visitors 
to this year's Bayreuth 
Festival talk about what it was 
like far them. Paul Findlay, 
managing director of the 
Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra; 335 Act 2 440 
The Bayreuth Experience: See 
Choice; 430 Act 3 

6.15 The Music Machine: Byte 
the Music Mike Edwards 
looks at creating synthesised 
sounds from scratch (r) 

- 6.30 The Changing Orchestra: 
Michael Hail introduces 
recordings by tha Beriki ■. 

- . Fftiliannonic Orchestra made 
. between 1928 and 1989, 

including music by... 
- Mendelssohn/Stravinsky, "■» 

Bruckner, Shostakovich, 
Strauss and Brahms 

8.00 Speaking of Chopbi... a" 
Planters View: Tone Poet — 
Colour, Texture and Form. 
With JeremyStepmann 

845 Orchestra of StJofvi’s, 
Smflh Square under John 

.. Lubbock. With Sally Harrison, 
cotoralLffa soprano, Jufia 
Gooding, soprano, Christine 
Cairns, mezzo. Francesco 
Manara, violin. A Funfere/ by 
students of North Westminster 
Community School. Respighi 
(Suite: The Birds); John 
Wbotrich (Four Concert Arias: 
It was at Night A Hymn to the 
Night Through the Dark 
Leaves; Donna Anna); 
Respighi (Leggende and 
Humoreske); Mozart 
(Symphony No 40 in G minor) 

10.15 Strange Arrangement In 
the last programme, the 
composer, piarret and 
bandleader Carla Bley talks to 
Alan Plater about working with 
her partner, Steve Swaflow, 
the excitement and terror of 
five performance, and recent 
compositions tar her Very Bra 
Band (r) » 

1045 Book, Music and Lyrics: 
Robert Cushman continues 
his personal view of musicSs. 
with songs from original cast 
recordings (r) 

1130-1230am Voices: lain 
Bumstde presents favourite 
songs from this year's 
programmes 

RADIO 4 

535am Shipping 6.00 News: 
Weather 6.10 Fanning Today 
635 Prayer tar the Day 630 
Today, ind 630. 730, 730, 
8.00, 830 News 635. 735 
Weather 7.45 Thought far the 
Day 830 Murderers and 
Other Friends: John Mortimer 
recalls life at the Bar (4/S) 
838 Weather 

9.00 News 9.05 The Morel Maas 
1030-1030 No Commitments 

(FM only): Final part of Simon 
Brett’s comedy series 

1030 Dally Service (LW only) 
10.15 Children's Radio 4 (LW 

only). The Witaws in Winter, 
by William Harwood (2rB) 

1030 Photo Appreciated (r) 
1130 News; Miss Baltentine and 

the Big Fish: David Bean 
considers Georgina 
Ballanttne's catch of a 64b 
salmon in 1922, which has 
remained a British record 

1130 Murder in Mesopotamia; 
One of the mysterious 
anonymous letters is found in 
the possession of a very 
unlikely suspect 

1230 News; Second to Norn; The 
series that looks at people 
who do other people's Jobs 

1235pm The Year in Question: 
Brian Hayes umpires the final 
of the news quiz 1235 
Weather 

130 The World at One 
140 The Archers <r) 135 

Shipping Forecast 
230 News; Three Men bu.. 

(to Say Nothing of the 
Dog), by Jerome K Jerome. 
Dramatised by Tom Stoppard. 
With Alex Jennings. Julian 
Wacham, Nicholas La Provost 
and Ron Cook 

330 In Excess, with Armando 
lanrurcci 

430 News 4.06 On the Road 
Again: Last ol a four-part1 ifi 
series retracing the hippy trail 
ot the 1960s 

4A5 Family Feelings: Sex 

530 PM 530 Shipping Forecast 
535 Weather 

630 Six O'clock News 
6.15 Tides of FHstoiy (r) 
630 Just a Minute (r) 

New? 7-« The Archers ‘ 
730 Missing In Austin, Texas;.’ 

Jan Fairley investigates the: - 
We and disappearance of ttte 
American actress Nancy Cafe 

8.00 This h My First Wife —A - 
Hunctoed Years of James 
Jhurtaer. Sue Linds examines 
foe fife and work erf the 
American comedy writer 

845 Medical Notes: Maurice " 
Ravel. Michael Oliver 
investigates the composer's 
illnesses and death 

930 Does He Take Sugar? " 
for fetenws with- v 

n ESS?5- With Jed Harrison 
9*30 Katefdoscope Feature; John 

Haro* recall3 foe rise and fen 
or the pzz trumpeter AJax 

10-°° World Tonight, with 
Robin Lustig 

1045 Book at Bedtime The 
Diamond as Big as foe Rite. : 

F- Scott Rftgerald. Garrick 
Hagon reads the fourth of a . 

■a Boat 
11-00v*t***mnr, 

Lot Third ot a seven-part ~ 
dramatisation 

1130 TckkIi of Gcmtaie; See 
Choice 

News, ind 1237 
Weather 1233 Shit 
Sorecast1243Asl 
Service (LW only) 
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Pussy-footing with the Bunny girl boss 
Before Christinas so rudely 

interrupted, a quiet little 
debate was rumbling over 

the etiquette of the modem celebri¬ 
ty interview. For disgnmtled inter¬ 
viewers. the big question is: to buy 
or not to buy the public relations 
packaging that today's celebrities 
come gift-wrapped in? Not to buy 
and it's bye-bye interview. Sign on 
the dotted line, however, and it's 
hello interview (even Hello! inter¬ 
view), goodbye reputation. At best 
you’ll sound fawning, at worst a 
star-struck sycophant 

To his credit. Jonathan Ross 
made his position clear right from 
the start of The Ultimate Playboy 
(BBC 1). He may have been the 
only man to have entered the 
Playboy mansion wearing a pin¬ 
striped suit (worried about being 
taken seriously. Jonathan?) but he 
emerged converted, dad in pyja¬ 
mas and silk dressing gown. 

It was 40 years, the doting Ross 
told us. since Hugh Hefner had 

had his great idea. “He wanted to 
create a magazine that featured all 
his favourite things — jokes: satire; 
well written fiction: modem, jazzy 
illustrations; lifestyle features and. 
best of all, pictures of beautiful 
women with their shirts off." It 
was pretty clear these were Ross’s 
favourite things too. Suddenly the 
purpose of his prop pipe became 
dear. It covered die drooling. 

With Hefner now In what he 
describes as his “September 
years” the rules of the interview 
were quickly established. It was 
nan-penetrative discourse only. 
Having confirmed that Heftier 
came up with Playboy not to get 
himself laid, but to make himself 
money. Ross quickly lapsed into 
wow! mode. As in “You were 
known as Mr Playboy. Wow! — 
what a great name" and “Wow! — 
what a deal” after realising that all 
those infamous Playbov parties 
were tax deductible. 

Uke the puppy which rolls on its 

back in surrender. Ross admitted 
to barely making it into double 
figures in terms of sexual partners. 
Could he ask how many...he 
could. Hefner had stopped count¬ 
ing years ago. but it was definitely 
more than a thousand. “Wow!" This intensive line of ques¬ 

tioning was interspersed 
with archive footage that 

had it appeared on ITV would 
have had the Independent Tele¬ 
vision Commission reaching for its 
“glib and superficial" stamp. As 
Playmates played with playboys. 
Bunny girls dipped and danced 
with recklessly edited abandon. 
Ross’s early attempts at a voice¬ 
over made way for sub-titles. 
Presumably because his tongue 
was hanging out. 

Ross lobbed the odd curve ball — 
drugs, Dorothy Stratton’s murder, 
feminism — but Hefner has been 
playing the publicity game too 
long to be caught out “I found it 

Matthew 
Bond 

impossible not to like Hefner." 
Ross concluded to no one's particu¬ 
lar surprise. “And if you’re plan¬ 
ning any more parties..." 

Dr Susan Greenfield may not 
have been wearing a Bunny cos¬ 
tume, but she might as well have 
had for all the fuss that has 
surrounded the first woman in 
almost 170 years to present The 
Royal Institution Christmas Lec¬ 
tures (BBC 2). In iheend she chose 

a blush pink silk blouse and 
leggings to bring a ridiculously 
long tradition of bow-ties and 
twred-jackets to its overdue end. 

The big hurdle may be behind 
her. but Dr Greenfield still faces 
an uphill battle as she seeks to 
spark her young audience with 
scientific inspiration. On paper, 
she is Renaissance Woman per¬ 
sonified, with A-levels in Greek. 
Latin and Ancient History, a first 
degree in psychology and a doctor¬ 
ate in neurochemistry. On tele¬ 
vision; however, she comes across 
as a nervous, hesitant lecturer, at 

‘ ease with her subject but not with 
her audience. 

Her task is made no easier by 
that chosen subject, the workings 
of the brain. There may be a 
certain grisly fascination in cross- 
sections of pickled crocodile 
brains, but it has none of the 
spectacular flashes and bangs to 
which chemistry and physics so 
readily lend themselves and which 

the Institution's audience so enjoy. 
Still, the biological sciences de¬ 
serve their day and with the nerve- 
racking, ground-breaking first 
lecture out of the way Dr Green¬ 
field may emerge as that special 
mix of academic and showman 
that these lectures require. Hang 
on — urgent message coming in 
from my male brain's poorly 
interconnected cerebral hemi¬ 
spheres. What was that? Oh yes, 
better make that showperson. As fast as one female role 

model sought to inspire 
with science, another was 

out to debunk it. Helena Kennedy 
QC. lighter of wrongs, champion 
of the unchampioned, was definite¬ 
ly not a fan. especially not of the 
forensic variety. “I think we have 
to be very wary about promoting 
science as a god and sometimes in 
courtrooms it can be promoted as a 
god." 

Kennedy, by contrast, was heav¬ 

en-sent to the makers of the 
excellent Equinox Special: Incred¬ 
ible Evidence (Channel 4). Not 
only does she know her law. she is 
married to a surgeon who knows 
what every good scientist knows 
but most jurors do not. That 
science is inexact. That answers 
are not definite, only ■probable. 

So armed, the programme did a 
highly convincing job of raising 
more than reasonable doubt about 
the reliability of such prosecution 
aids as video enhancement. DNA 
profiling and even that foundation 
of forensics, finger-printing. 

The programme's most serious 
questions concerned DNA profil¬ 
ing. both in terms of the underly¬ 
ing science (are DNA matches 
more common than we have been 
led to believe?) and its application. 
As one American sceptic put it: 
“Anything that a human being can 
think of, anything that a human 
teing can do. is something a 
human being can screw up." 

7.00 News, regional news and weather (9492504) 
7.10-1.00 Children's BBC beginning wtth Secret Life 

of Toys (r) (s) (9412368) 7.2S Felix the Cat 
(9400623) 7.40 Marlene Marlowe Investigates (r) 
(9648146) 

8.00 News (Ceefax) and weather (7463320) 

8.10 The Adventures of Skfppy (s) (4486813) £L35 
Swat Kats (r) (s) (9153981) 

9.00 News (Ceefax) and weather (5159078) 
9.05 Bucfcy O’Hare (r) (8883368) 9i30 Why Don't 

You_? (s) (42610) 10.00 Playdays (s) (1490900) 
10.20 William s Wish WelBngtons (s) (9462542) 
10.30 Joe 90. Puppet adventures (12981) 

11 DO FILM: Darby O'GiB and the Little People (1959) 
starring Albert Sharpe and Sean Connery. A fantasy 
tale about the ageing caretaker of an Irish country 

. estate who enlists the help of the "fittle people" 
when his position is threatened by a young man. 

■ Robert Stevenson directs. (Ceefax) (78252) 
12.30 Harry and the Hendersons. American family 

comedy (8635417) 12.55 Regional News and 
weather (14960368) 

1.00 News (Ceefax) and weather (44636542) 1.10 
Neighbours. (Ceefax) (s) (27809165) 

IDO FILM: B Dorado (1967) starring John Wayne, 
Robert Mltchum and James Caan. Western drama 
directed by Howard Hawks. (Ceefax) (44426610) 

3D5 Daffy Duck Double Bill (2444436) 3DO Pingu. 
Animation (r) (4631165) 

3.55 Beatrix Potter: The World of Peter Rabbit and 
Friends (r). (Ceefax) (5709981) 

4.20 Peter Pan and the Pirates. Cartoon adventures of 
- J.M. Barrie's hero (3449368) 

5.00 The Best of Blue Peter. Highlights from the 1994 
programmes. (Ceefax) (s) (9287436) 

5D5 Neighbours (r). (Ceefax) (s) (489875) 

6D0 News (Ceefax) and weather (289558) 

6.15 Regional News Magazines (104813) 
■ &30 The World's Strongest Man. The final of the feats 

of strength competitor. (Ceefax) (81542) 

7DO EastEnders. (Ceefax) (s) (368) 
8D0 Secrets. A magic show in a night-club setting, 

presented by Paul . Daniels with Debbie McGee. 
(Ceefax) (s) (326310) 

8.50 TV Heroes. Danny Baker In praise of Hugh® Green.' 
(Ceefax) (s) (389417) 

9.00 Nine O'clock News (Ceefax). regional news and 
weather (8875) 

Steve Martin delights in fatherhood (9.30pm) 

9.30 FILM: Parenthood (1989) starring Steve Martin, 
Mary Steenburgen and Dianne WlesL A comedy 
drama about the joys and pains of Family life. 
Directed by Ron Howard. (Ceefax) (01287) 

11.30 Review Of the Year 1994. James Naughtie with his 
reflections on the. year's events. (Ceefax) (714078) 

12.45am FILM: The Family Jewels (1965) starring Jerry 
Lewis. Comedy, in which Lews plays seven roles, 
about a nine-year-oW giri who Inherits $30 million 
and must decide which one of her uncles she wants 
to be her guardian. Directed by Jerry Lewis. 
(Ceefax) (556092) 2JZ5 Weather (7755547) 

VARIATIONS 

BBC2 | n § CARLTON n 
7.00 Match of the Day (i) (s) (4529829) 

8.15 FILM: Mon Oncie (1958) starring and directed by 
Jacques Tati- Monsieur Hufol entertains hrs nephew 
(92112639) 

10.00 The American CMI War. The third of a five-part 
history (r) (272829) 

12.30 Jotumers: A Tribute To Brian Johnston. 
Christopher Martin-Jenkins introduces a tribute to 
the late commentator and broadcaster (i). (Ceefax) 
(s) (51368) 

1.00 Charlie Chalk (r) (44625436) 

1.15 The Royal Institution Christmas Lectures. In the 
second of her series of lectures Dr Susan Greenfield 
looks at studies of the brain (s) (811894) 

2.15 TTmewatch: The Mysterious Career Of Lae 
Harvey Oswald. The story of the supposed 
assassin of President Kennedy (r). (Ceefax) 
(442558) 

4.00 FILM: Gunflght at the OK Corral (1957) starring 
Burt Lancaster and Kirk Douglas. The story of the 
friendship between the gunfighter Doc Holliday and 
the lawman Wyatt Eaip and the events that led to five 
legendary shootout in Tombstone. Directed by John 
Sturges (Ceefax) (4691) 

6.00 Hot Shoe Shuffle. Sparkling dancing from the 
Australian cast of Hot Shoe Shuffle (32287) 

Decisive Moments 
BBC2.8.00pm 
This unconventional review of the year recalls the 
main news stories through the pictures associated with 
them. Some “events" such as Elizabeth Hurley's 
revealing film premiere dress, would never have 
registered were n not for vivid photography. On other 
occasions, news that we need to know about—such as 

.talks to photographers, agencies and picture editors, 
revealing the chain of events that leads to an image 
making it into newsprint In the case of the Northern 
Ireland ceasefire, photographers used to taking 
pictures of violence were unsure how to take pictures 
of the lack of iL Lensman Crispin Rodwell explains 
how chance and some clever editing of the scene before 
him led to one of the most inspiring images of the year. 

Soul nptes Joan Hooley, Jason Rosa (7.00pm) 

7.00 Siren Spirits: Get Me to the Crematorium on 
Time. A tale of magic and mysteiy about a woman 
whose life Is turned upside down when her lover of 
20 years dies. Starring Joan Hooley and Jason 
Rose. (Ceefax) (s) (203078) 

7.20 The Marriage of Figaro The first of a three-part 
version of Mozart's comic opera, to be shown on 
consecutive nights, set in contemporary Britain. 
Starring Andrew C. Wadsworth, Jan Hartley, Mary 
Lincoln, Harry Burton and, in cameo roles Denis 
QuWey and Nigel Planer (s) (361962) 

8.00 Ppffflfcgl Decisive Moments. (Ceefax) 
(9946) 

9.00 Rab C. Nesbitt Special. More wit and wisdom from 
the string-vested sage. (Ceefax) (s) (296146) 

9.50 afttpaHH Three Fights, Two Weddings and a 
Funeral. (Ceefax) (s) (439165) 

10.25 FILM: in Bed Wtth Madonna (1991, colour and 
Itfw). A documentary, behind-the-scenes look at the 
anger or her 1990 Stands Ambition lour. Directed 
by Aiek Keshtshian. (Ceefax) (s) (763610) 

12£0am Newman and BaddOeiUve and in Pieces The 
comecSans recorded on the last night of their 1993 
national tour, at Wembley Arena on December 10, 
before an audience of 12,000. (CeelECt) (2634295) 

1.20 Weather (3165498) 

VMaoPfeis-f- and tha VJdaoPfcaCodas 
The nurntan new to «och TV program™ teung are Veto RusCoda” 
nuraCert, utich Am you 10 pranrarmi* your nctoo iwoiQct man* vrth 
aVldeoPli*+ “ hands* vUboPS** conbeusedwqh moa wtasr. Tapm a VWeoPk*+“ handsaL VIoboPIuB'*-can beusedwVi moa wdeofi. Tapin 
fro VMao RusCode tor the programme you msh» recoa For mow 
tisfefe cal WdooPfus on 0838 12f2M rcafe cos] 3&V>m cnean rate, 
■Bsymn as other antes) 01 >ww ra WdeoPUs*. uonea Lb. 5 tmy House. 
Ptefffiton Wharf, londcsiSWlt 3TO. Ve&opfcrs+ i”l. Puecode t-)enfl 
Video ftopamna aw nalaraits ol Gemaar DMbvmem Llo 

Patrick Marber and Steve Coogan (BBC2,9.50pm) 

Three Fights, Two Weddiu® and a Funeral: Pauline 
Calf s Wedding Video 
BBC2,950pm 
Steve Coogan. recently on our screens as chat-show 
host Wan Partridge, takes on foe dual role of 
Mancunian Paul Calf and his sex-crazed sister, 
Pauline in this erode, but funny, knockabout comedy. 
Pauline, wearing the sort of outfits that Lily Savage 
would die for. is preparing to wed her Greek lover 
Spiros (Patrick Marber), a man who is not what he 
seems. In between filming foe odd item for You've 
Been Framed, the faithful video camera records 
Pauline's disastrous hen night. Spiros in the 
bathroom, the wedding itself and, when things go a 
tittle wrong, Spiros"s funeral. Watch our for John 
Hannah from Four Weddings and a Funeral 
delivering a very different eulogy over the grave. 

Black Christmas: Stir it Up! 
Channel 4,830pm 
Jamaica has been called “the little island with the big 
sound" and this documentary celebrates the 
development of Jamaican music with performance, 
archive footage and contributions from artists 
including Totes. Third World, Gregory Isaacs. Marcia 
Griffiths and Maxi PriesL For Ziggy Mariey, reggae is 
“a continuous music which will never (fie. because it 
always deals with the people's struggle to better 
themselves". Adds Tyrone Downie “The message is 
unity. I mean not just blacks, but for the whole world 
to unite" Although reggae is now an international 
phenomenon. Stir it Up! goes bade to the streets of 
Jamaica and its downtown dance halls io capture foe 
raw essence of the music. 

Saved By the Bell: The College Years 
Channel 4,630pm 
A harmless new follow-up series to the American teen 
comedy has the high school kids older but not much 
wiser as they adapt to being freshers at the University 
of California in Berkeley. Trickster Zack, wrestling ace 
Slater and the nerdish Screech are the three 
musketeers of foe piece, muddling through their 
studies and lave lives whh engaging ineptitude. 
Patronised by their female colleagues, our Heroes soon 
come to realise that having been nip high school dudes 
they are now “foe lowest rung in the food chain", as 
Zack puts it. Stephanie Bifien 

6.00am GMTV (6579900) 

SL25 The New Adventures of He-Man (8881900) 9.50 
James Bond Junior (r) (1617436) 10.15 Bananas 
In Pyjamas (6737784) 10.20 ITN News headlines 
(Teletext) (9987207) 

10.25 London Today (Teletext) and weather (3890908) 

10.30 FILM: Babycatos (1989) starring Rickl Lake. A 
lonely mortuary worker's fife is transformed when 
she falls for an attractive subway worker. Directed 
by Paul Schneider (15507417) 12.20pm London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (7486851) 

1230 News (Teletext) and weather (8653813) 

12^5 EmmenJaJe (r). (Teletext} (8638504) 1.25 Home 
and Away (Teletext} (53022320) 

1.55 Gardeners’ Diary (s) (80570349) 2^5 A Country 
Practice (s) (92840829) 

2^0 The Young Doctors (9082851) 3J20 HTN News 
headknes (Teletext) (6201829) 3^5 London Today 
(Teletext) end weather (6120900) 

- 3-30 Warner Brothers Cartoon (4414455) 

335 FILM: Rough Cut (1980) starring Burt Reynolds. 
Lesley-Anne Down end David Niven. A Scotland 
Yard chief inspector blackmails a glamorous 
socialite into helping him trap an elusive Jewel thief. 
Directed by Don Siegel (93715184) 

5.40 ITN Early Evening News (Teletext) and weather 
(414469) 

5^5 Your Shout. Viewers' opinions (464707) 
&00 Home and Away (r). (Teletext) (900} 

6.30 London Tonight (Teletext) (252) 

7.00 Emmerdale (Teletext) (2610) 

7.30 The Cook Report Update. Roger Cook looks at 
what action the government has taken following his 
allegations over col deaths (436) 

8,00 The Bilb Returning the Call (Teletext) (1558) 

8.30 Strike It Lucky Special (Teletext) (s) (888097) 

Brian Dermohy Is hi the line of the (9.15pm) 

9.15 FILM: Blue Heat (1990) starring Brian Dennehy. 
The head of a tough undercover narcotics squad is 
suspended when his investigations into a ruthless 
drug tog gat too dose to the truth. Directed by John 
Mackenzie (886788) 

11.15 ITN Late News (Teletext) and weather (848894) 

11 JO London Tonight (Teletext) and weather (694320) 
11.35 FILM: Farewell, My Lovely (1975) starring Robert 

Mltchum as Raymond Chandler’s wisecracking 
private detective Philip Marlowe who is assigned to 
find a missing girt. But even he has trouble keeping 
up with the ever growing number of deaths the case 
produces. Directed by Dick Richards (512368) 

1.20am The Album Show ffl (s) (7908108) 
2.20 America's Top Ten (r) (s) (1164566) 

2JS0 FILM: Slap Shot (1977) starring Paul Newman. The 
coach of an unsuccessful ice hockey team tries to 
inject some new life by recruiting three violently 
effective players. Directed by George Roy Hilf 
(53169856) 

4£5 Gnomes (r) (7149363) 
5j45 Cartoons (8918634) 
555 ITN Morning News (6666856). Ends at 6.00 

CHANNEL 4 

6.40am Teirytoons (4605349) 7.00 Stunt Dawgs 
(5209320) 7.35 Pro-Stars (r) (8914558) 

8.00 The Big Breakfast (24875) 
lO.OOSpacecats (r> (s) (27962) 

10.30 Batman. The dynamic duo continue the fight with 
Catwoman. (Teletext) (2506455) 10.55 Terrytoons 
(2683900) 

11.05 Tlntin. The boy detective battles to save the 
kidnapped professor (9933097) 11.30 Kelly. The 
further adventures ol the wonder dog (r) (2078) 

12.00 If Wishes Were Horses. The children learn how to 
coax a horse over obstacles and then see how the 
experts do it at a horse show (r) (s) (29271) 

1230pm Sesame Street (85542) 
1.30 FILM: The Kid from Brooklyn (1946). Musical 

comedy starring Danny Kaye as a timid milkman 
who becomes a boxer after accidentally knocking 
out the world champion outside a nightclub. With 
Virginia Mayo and Vera-Ellen. Directed by Norman 
Z. McLeod (44419320) 

335 Pete Smith Specialities (b/w). Domestic comedy 
with Robert Benchley (2437146) 

330 FILM: The Prince and the Showgirl (1957) 
starring Laurence Olivier as a Ruritanian Prince who 
falls for an American showgirl (Marilyn Monroe). 
Directed by Laurence Olivier (93792233) 

6.0Q Blossom. Blossom is cast as a lead in the school 
play (r). (Teletext) (s) (542) 

The Mgh-school gang graduates (630pm) 

630 Saved by the Belt The College Years. 

7.00 Channel 4 News (Teletext) and weal her (7392) 
730 The Cosby Show. American family comedy senes 

(r). (TeletextJ (338) 

8.00 The Fall of Squirrel Nuttrin. Once a welcome sight 
in woodland areas, the red squirrel has gradually 
been replaced by the grey. Was the ted squirrel's 
decline natural, or a result of more sinister methods 
by its larger cousin? (9900) 

830 feg&wpfH Black Christmas: Stir It Up! (Teletext) 
(s) (94558) 

1030 FILM: This Sporting Lite (1963, b/w) starring 
Richard Harris as a coalminer who becomes a 
professional rugby player. He embarks on an affair 
with an emotionally repressed widow (Rachel 
Roberts). Directed by Lindsay Anderson. (Teletext) 
(77945097) 

1235am Old Father Christmas. An original modem 
opera examining Santa’s long forgotten pagan 
roots and the way he has been tamed. The jolly gent 
was, in fact, a character of chaos, struggling with hrs 
primal instincts (3997740) 

1.05 Key West The islanders brace themselves as 
Hurricane Andrew bears down on Key West (s) 
(7900566) 

235 FILM: Close Encounters of the Spooky Kind 
(1980). Concluding the Chinese Ghost Stories 
season with a frantic action fantasy about a 
cuckolded husband who is helped by a sorcerers 
assistant to avoid the death curse put on him by a 
magician. Directed by Samo Hung (938214). Ends 
at 430 

SATELLITE 

ANGLIA 
As London accept SXDem C.0P3 
(1617436) 10.15-1020 Cartoon Tima 
(5737784) 103a Otenefz Charley ana the 
Angel (15507417) 1.55 The Youig Doctors 
(35131165) 230 Take the hfigh Rood 
(92752610) 2.50-3.20 BlOCMJUSlWB 
(9062851)3X0 Donald Duck [4414455) 3X5 
Disney* the Cheetah (851087) 5.104X0 
Shorted Street (1548392) 0X0-720Angfa 
News £252) 1135 The Equate* (988436) 
1? 38 am Maid to Order (552278) 2.15 
America's Top. Ten (81810) "2X5 CeUa 
(663214) 3X5 Qua the Music @941278) 
4X0-6J55 The HctavicX Rapere (2S15617) 

CENTRAL - 
As London except SL5D C.OPS 
(1617436) iai5-1030 Cartoon. Time 
(6737784) 10XM020 Central Mews 

(27569001 2.50-3-20 Blockbusters 
(9062851) 330- Disney Cartoon Tteo 
(4414455) 338 ChUofah (8S1097) 5.10XX0 
Shomand Street (1548382) 030-730 Cen¬ 
tral News and Wearher (14014CO 5.45am- 
555 Cartoon Tina (8918834) 

GRANADA 
Aa London wrapt 10.15-1020 Cartoon 
Tima (6737784) laxO-ttXO BabycakW 
(15507417). 12X5 Shorttand Street 
(6638504) 1JS Home and Away {27813968) 
130 Mun**, Sha wrote (2748081) 250- 
330 Ententes 09082851) 5.10*40 A 
Country Practice (1548382) &25 Granada 

Brarwntee (2610) ii .35 Prisoner Cell Block 
H (93&436}12X6am Maid to Order (552Z76) 
—twi IQI 1UIM 

(863214) MS Cue lha Music (8941276) 
4.40555 Tha PtabwfcPspera (25158171 

htvwest - 
As London wrtspL BAG Scooby Doc - 
Where are Vow?- (8881900) COPS 
D617436) 10.15-ML2D Cenoon rime 

MERIDIAN 
As London except: SXOom COPS 
'(161743(5) 10.15-1020 Warner Cartoon 
(6737784) 1030-1220 Disney's Charley 
and (he Angel (15507417) 1.55 A Country 
Practka (38131165) SL20 The Home Show 
Ofttenfle (9Z752S10) 25TKJ20 Shcnlend 
Street (9062851) 330 Disney Cartoon 
(4414455) X35 Disney's The Cheetah 
(B51097) ■ 5.10-5X0 Homs and Away 
(1548392) 620 MertSan Tonight (BOO) &30- 
7J0 Laugh vWh the Cany Ons (262) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As London except: 9l50 C0P.S 
(1617436) 10.15-1020 Cartoon Tima 
(6737784) KL30-1Z20 Disney’* Charley 
and the Angst (15607417) iJSWesttxxfty 
Focus: The. West a Work (8057034?) 125- 
320 Highway to Hearn (3306707) 330 
Donald Duck W14463 336 Darcy's The 
Cheetah (851097) 5.10440 Home and 
Away (1548392) 6-0tK-7.no Weaoaurcry Live 
(56813) 11.40 Prisoner Cel -Bock H 
(248320) 1235am Mad 10 CVtter [5S227B] 
2.15 Amen&'e Top Ten (81816)'245 Ctea 
(663214) 345 Cue the Muse (8941Z76) 
4.40-£L55 Tha PtcKWtcX Papas (2515017) 

YORKSHIRE 
As London oxcopfc «L50 C.OP.S 
(1617438) 10.15-1030 Cartoon rime 
(6737784) 1030-1230 Disney's Charley 
end the Angel (15507417)1.55 A Country 
practice (35131165) 220-O2A seaOuest 
DSV (1988788) 030 Cartoon rime 

(851037) 5.10440 Homo and Away 
(1548332) 6J5 Catendar (180633) £»■ 
_ ~_mem.i 

M (248320) 12358m Our Sons (552376) 
2.1S TopTen (81816) 2AS Gnema. Caiema. 
CkwnafaOl^a-lSDoorroDoorn?®4^ 
OJSJobtoder (7149363) 545*55 Cartoon 
rma (8918634) 

Ten (01818^2*5 CeSfl 
teerc. (8941278) 

4.40-5455 Tho PictaA* Ptyers (2515617) 

HTVWAliS; 
As HTV WEST ucafft: &2S-7.00 Wales 
Tonight (140146) 11-30-11,35 HTV Wales 
HeatinBa (694320) . • 

Wishes Were Horae* G92TO 1230 3ot 
S (46438) 1-00 Wanda Man 

(33824829) *30 Tito Costy3»» 
S00ntoCrystal Mas KWs' Specral 
SM Kw (185788) 6.10 5 
(547900) 7410 Ma' Han'iTH' To (7382) 7.30 
fir 0 (24455) 
(1108251 &45 Teutuoodd Y Bfti (237385 

OMFt F^rTBryn»5M)1M0 
___ iMiiiii 11^0 Dune [4480SSW) 

SKY ONE_ 
6-OOsm DJ Kat Show (31602436) BAS 
Cartoons (5381233) 9J0 Card Siarte 
(73556) 104X1 Concentretton (1425555) 
1025 Dynamo Duck (7863639) 1030 

'Candkt Camera (43829) 11-00 Sidy Jessy 
Raptwl (6236611220 The Urban Peanen 
(54881) 1220pm E Street (71146) 1.00 SI 
Bsewtiere (72829) 2.00 The Far PavAons 
(66629) 320 Tha Dukes of Hazzad 
(38791B4) 320 OJ Kat Show (59542S2) SLOO 
Star TreJc The Next Generauon (4233) 820 
Gamasworid (743Q 620 Btoctogsterc 
(8788) 720 E Street (S9G2) 720 fcTA-Sm 
(3SOC9 820 The Bfcfe Abraham. Epic senes 
(15504) 1020 Star Trek The Next Genera¬ 
tion (34639) 1120 Late Shew wtth David 
Letterman (157504) 11-43 Chances 
[113908] 1245m Barney Mtttar (35653) 
1.15-145 Night Court (32566) 

SKY NEWS_ 

News cm the hour. 
620am Straw (7572875)920 News Extra 
(99320) 1020 ABC NightM (61271) 1120 
News and Business (94523) 1120 Year m 
Review — UUer (SS2S2) 120 CBS News 
(849001 220 Memories (15523) 320 
Heattwateh (9694) 420 News and Business 
(1829) 420 Year in Review— Mddfe East 
(7813) 520 LAeaFwe (2875) 620 TabttoCk 
(2553) 720 Year in Review — Usto (8542) 
820News and Business (2252) 820 Year m 
Review. - Kffldde East (13900) 820 
Maftlwbe (?2ffl2) 1120 C8S News (8972Q 
1220am ABC News (64295) 120 TaWeek 
tatty (38789) 230 Memories (6B547) 320 
HeaShwatch (61082) 420 CBS News 
(5774Q) 520^20 ABC News (47K7) 

SKY MOVIES_ 

B25am Showcase (686841B5) 1020 VaV 
lay oftheCSwangf (1909) (58051558) 1140 
Aaatin (1978) (31178225) 120pm Murder 
on Hi# Orient Express (1974) (28272417) 
320 The Minor Crack'd (1980) 1074813) 
520 Death on the NH# (1970) (79858078) 
820 The Last of tba Mohicans (1902) 
(33900) 1020 Unforston (19321 
(74928078) 12.15am Stanfant (19741 
(345363) 225 Turfs Beach (1992) 
(51147BS) 320520 hi the Company ol 
Darkness (1992) (828872) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 

620pm Babeite's Feast (1987) (25833) 
820 Ueains (1982) (85915810) 1025- 
1220 The Rocky Honor Picture Show 
(1975) (576146) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

6j08am T«nsge Mutant Ntitfs Ttattas HI 

(1992) 183893073) 720 HealhctW — The 
Movie (1985): Feetue-tengBi cartoon 
(9788320) 926 The New Adventures of 
WBflam Tefll Animadon (7164233) 1020 
Ride wtth the Wind 11993} [73504] 1220 
Greyhounds (1393)(65146) 220pm Teen¬ 
age' Mutant Ninja Turtles la (19921: Aa 
6am (532639) 345 Electric Eskimo i1979] 
(5966097) 420 ExploBa at West Poley 
(1985) (1193542) 620 Quicksand: No 
Escape (1991) (36097) 820 1221 (1993) 
(38355007) 9.40 hdanraptar (1992) 
(458374) 11.15 Lowe and Desire (1993) 
(276894) 1220am Bloodstone: Subspe¬ 
cies II (1993) (1587488) 220 Ho* Money 
(1982) (5182160) 32D&30 Cruistng (1&S0I 
(37061*50) 

• For mam IBm information, saa iha 
Vision supplement, published Saturday 

SKY SPORTS_ 

730am Soccer News (7703368) 725 WWF 
Chaaenga (B30BB1) 845 Soccer News 
(7154233) 920 The BKI League (20097) 
1120 Cricket Australia v England (1214381 
220 world Darts Chemponsh^ lire 
(963829) 520 WWF Action 2bne (9875) 620 
Soccer News (536523) 6.15 Sky Sports 
Qasscs (531078) 620 WtrtJ Dl RUGttV 
Umn (9438) 720Wcrid Darts, Live 1592875) 
1020 Soccer News (250338) 10.15 NBA 
BaslettBB (164558) 12.15am WOrid of 
Rugby Un ton (220363) 1245-1.15 World d 
Speed and Beatty (2MfS4) 

EUROSPORT _ 

720em Step Aerobes (38504) 820 Sting 
(81959) 1020 Sting (58894) 1120 Sung 
(21455) 1220pm Motors (12707) 120 
Otympc Magazine (678T9) 320 Free Chnty 
ng EBS04) 420 Snowtxiartofl (3875) 420 
Sting (52487) 520 News (3839) 820 
Equestrianism (72813) 820 Wrestling 
(73542) 020 Batons (56829) 1120 Gotf 
(35417) 1220-1220am t Jesus (42301) 

SKY SOAP__ 

SJKtam Loving (1453252) 620 Peyton Place 
(1482523) 920 As (he WcrW Turns 
(8857542) 1020 Guldng Ughl (9739504) 
1120-1220 Another rttortp (0753368) 

SKY TRAVEL_ 

1220 Drscmer Your World [149363® 
1220pm Kids Down Under (70S2368) 120 
Cmsang ihe Globe (57531B4) 120 Pwre 
Fianey'a Cootang in Prance (7051639) 220 
American Adventurer (4668691) 220 Video 
Taps (3731813) 320 Dscdvs Your world 
(4687728) 320 rite Way B» Life (3816558) 
420 Crusmg toe Globe (3722168) 420 Kids 
Dow Under (3728349) 520 AlasKa 
(4682271) 520 Cooking n America 

Daniel Day-Lewis fn Last of die 
Mohicans (Sky Movies, 8.00pm) 

(3815830) 620 Getaway - AuamSa 
(7133387) 720 Discover Your World 
(4879707) 720 Around Dw World m 30 
UrettBS (3729078) 820 Sky Travel Guide 
(70S6B2) 920 Austrate Irom the Quiskte 
looking to 17073788) 1020 Round Tnp — 
New Zealand South (14943SB) 1020Dhre— 
Pamekamp (1470788) 1120 Cooktog in 
America (9031900) 1120-1220 Iris Why of 
Life — Kaiya (4942810) 

TIC_. 

920am Successful Sugarcraft (3359417) 
920 Lflgti Pays and Other Days (4343097) 
1020 Parents Taleng (8178894) 102Q Only 
Human (75462331 1120 ffight or Wrong 
(6848601) 1220 The Sicfc Kkfa (3382981) 
1220pm Cash r Hand (4346813] 120 HfiGfl 
Days (9015784) 120 Sugarcraft (4245184) 
220 Drew with Don (53041097) 2.15 Edra 
Dfmenaons (4974610) 320 FkMenng 
Passions (6612556) 320-4X0 Fumture to 
Go (4047829) 

UK GOLD_• 

720am The SutSvans (6885261) 720 

Neighbours (3815946) 820 Sons and 
Daughters (3361252) 820 EastEnders 
(3360523) 920 The S« (3351875) 920 
Cofcfitz (68476391 1020 The Lotus Eaters 
(48532184) 1123 The SuSwrc (11954455) 
1220 Sons and Daughters (3371639) 
1220pm Neighbours (4248271) 120 Easi- 
Eridera (73157021 120 Tha HI (42475421 
220 Roan's Nest (6522961) 220 I DidnT 
Know You Cared (4964542) 320 Knots 
LancSng (8851165) 420 Dynasty (6863900) 
520 Every Second Counts (8235097) 525 
Top o(the Fops (8340894) 5X5 Tory and 
Jifie (6943788) 620 EastEnders (4956523) 
720 The Two' Romes (5766140) 820 I 
DidnT Know You Cared (6510417) 820 
Rotfti-g Most (6521252) 820 Mtodfir 
(5868558) 1020 The B J (3372368) 1020 
Top ol the Pops 11.15 Rory Bramnar 
(4320252) 11X5 Dr. Who (4780900) 
1225>m Scotch 'n' Wry (4064382) 120 
Squadron (3858189) 220 Shoeing 

THE CHILDREN'S CHANNEL 

620am Baal d Dnsbee Tima (61417) 720 
Redan IB (5807720) 7.18 Head to Head m 
30 (3808639) 725 Gated and Fnends 
(7908233) 7JS5 Saved by the Bei (8528788) 
820 Sifter Mark) Brothare (44982)920 Zoo 
(9221720) 9.15 Cuk Cartoons (8430900) 
1020 Swamp Thing (78B69) 1020 Round 
toaTVte (9607$ 1120 Eeft the Cat (68828) 
11X0 Beohran's World (60556) 12X0 Stunt 
Dawgs (83558) 1220pm Bote Master 
120523) 120 Babysittere Club (34829) 1X0 
Degrasa Jmfcr Ffigh (29694) 220 
Qtoetousws (3542) 2X0 SuporDare (21«5) 
320 ric Tec Toons (8550455) 3.18 Bobby's 
World 1204455) 3X5 Heed to Head n 30 
(6715720) 420 The Betts Master (3417) 
4J0-5X0 Sawed by the Bel (5829) 

NICKELODEON 

720am Ndft Christmas Cracker (55271) 
7X0 Denver DIB Last Ovtoaur (41078) 820 
Teenage Mutant Hare Turtles [42233) 8X0 
Rocko e Modem Ute (41504) 920 Nick's 
CtVlstnas Pick (85184) 920 Nick Jr (65184) 
9X0OSnsea(91(»7) 10X0 Grimmy (90702 
1020 Where on Earth is Carmen Saidtego? 
(61366) 1120 Attack ol the KMer Tomatoes 
(29233) 11X0 Ren and Stem (2096?) 
1220 Pee-Wee (45320) izxopm Galaxy 
High School (96813) 120 Doug (M542) 
1X0 AMn and the CNpmunls (94184) 220 
Denver the Last Diooaaur [2416)2X0 Spaed 
Racer (5097) 320 Where on Earth is Carmen 
Stedego? (61S) 3X0 Hey Dude’ (5862) 
420 tick's Christmas Pick (6349) 4X0 
Doug (5233) 520 Clarissa (7417) 920 
Grinrny (6726) 6X0-720 Dracuta (6607) 

DISCOVERY 

520 Islands (6523610) 820 Beyond 2000 
(8143897) 6X5 Man Eaters at ihe WVd 
(7190348) 720 EixyOopeda Galaaca 
(6531639) 7X0 Arthur C. Clarke's Mysterious 
World (4950349) 820 Fork fi Ihe Road 
(6613267) 8X0 Skybotod (6529894) 920 
Special Forces (68S7726) 9X0 Those Who 
Dae (4233349) 1020 hto the Unknown 
(5869287) 1120 The Beer Hunter (6882271) 
11X0-1220 Lite n the Wid (8172078) 

BRAVO_ 
1220 Ffl_M' Serious Charge (1962) 
(8163184) 220 thtftysomethmg (8171349) 
320 My Three Sons (6538184) 3X0 The 
Beverly HMtfias 14961455) 420 FLM: 
Father Came Too (1964) (6530900) 820 
Death Vefiay Days (4367839) 8X0 I Spy 
(47B5504) 7X0 Car S4. Where Are You’ 
(4947875) 820 Dmysoritothing (5750962) 
920 Tha TwiStfl Zorc (6854252} 9X0 FLM: 
Spansh Ry (1975) (9196726111X0-1420 
Hagan’s Heroes (6169504) 

UK LIVING _ 

SXOnjn Agony Hear (260G54S) 720 Lmng 
(8204252) 820 The Treatment (2141601) 
8X0 Woman Mean Busness (2140962) 920 
D6le Smith (7601962) 8X5 Dotahon 
(6402726] 1020Tnvia Trap (9226829) 10X0 
Susan Powtar (7160726) 11.00 Young and 
Restless (8212433) 1220 Through the 
Looking Gtess (1833558) 1228pm Kflroy 
f9G5£»13) 1X0 Room lor Change (7144233) 
220 Agony Hour (9227556) 320 Lwtog 
(7524810) 3X5 Qattogs and Gaunoui 
(173685581 420 Wauattori UK (5541639) 
4X0 DeflnttiKi (18568436) 4X5 MeetarcLef 
(4781558) 5X0 Kate and Ale (5521875) 
620 Material Worid (5528788) 6X0 Mr and 
Mrs (5542388) 720 Living (9960252) 8.00 
Young and Restless (9999900) 920 FILM: 
LA Bounty (1969) 141863165) 10A0 
Gtadrags and Gtamour (25263®) 1120 
9usw Pewter (1330184) 11X0-1220 lrfeh> 
abort UK (9142813) 

FAMILY CHANNEL_ 

5.00pm Trite (4894) 8X0 Boogies Diner 
E69&1) 620 Atari Skies (3804) 6X0 
Through me Keyhole (4146) 720 TrtviBt 
Pursue (7558) 7X0The Wpnder Years (65581 
820 Snowy ftv*r (1172B) 820Mflari«Mng 
(91952) 1020 Csfctahra&e (84287) 10X0 
Tram (97707) 1120 Leu Gran (48078) 
1220 Ruffe (73295) 12.30pm Big Brorhor 
Jake (53948) 120 GP (99943) 1X0 Trivet 
Pursuit (15479) 200 Mavd0*fng (3Q289) 
320 LOU Gram (13568) 420 FtoOdB (471?7| 
4X04520 BQ Brother Jskfl (87108) 

MTV 

420pm Dwp PraOa Exp&dtaG (6861542) GJMamAaitoKfl on Ihe Wifeda (39506)3X0 

The Gnnd (10707) 7.00 Awake on the 
WBdade (34900) 820 VJ Ingo (3053921 
1120 Sai (52271) 1220 UteteS His 
(18786) 120pm The MTV Movw 
Awreda (152521 320 Sports (1707) 3X0 
Coca-Cola Repon (5460833) 3u45 Cnematic 
(1873998) 420 News al Wfihl (6633097) 
4.1 S 3 From 1 (6616320) 4X0 Dial MTV 
(7287) 520 Muse Non-Stop (28349) 5X0 
Live! (6504) 720 Greatest His (75356) 8.00 
The Real World 2 (4271) 920 The Wcra ol 
Mosi Wanted (7852319X0 Beavts aid Butt- 
Head. (1B417) 1020 Coca-Cda Repor 
(8371®) iai5 Cmmatc I3S330) 10X0 
News a Night (6852S2) 10.45 3 tram 1 
(680707) 1120 The End? (30788) 120am 
Soul (39540) 220 The Grind (28905) 2X0 
Night Videos (244721) 

720am Crawfing from Ihe Wreckage 
(8752455) 920 Cafe (813496211220 Tha 
Bridge (3194146) IXOprn Ten of tfw Best 
(9544894) 2X0 Heart and Sod (9292932) 
3X0 into Die Musk (4660621) 620 Prime— 
Cuts (70394171 720 VH-1 tor You- Xmas 
Special (70799621320 Rock (7088610) «20 
Ten of the Best (7075148) 1020 ThB Bridge 
(8637788) 11X0Today's TepFive (4951368) 
1220 The Nlgfttfly (B07B721) 220am Ten d 
the Best (4374498) 320-720 Dawn Parol 

CMT EUROPE_ 

Country music fram Bam 10 7pm Ind 520 
Saturday Nte Dancti Ranch 620 &g Ticket 

TV ASIA_ 

620am Persan Dawn (01271) 720 Asian 
Morning (11120) BXO Burayaad (44928) 
920 Pakraare FILM: Than Si Bewefei 
(761078) 1220 Ghar (K1B4) TXOpm 
Ksshtooi (12504) 220 tinte RLtf. Khoob 
Sura (678834) 520 TVA and You (13201 
6X0-820Bunvaed (2697)720GGG (8146) 
720 raum Dhamska (6962) 820 News 
(7894) 8X0 Pctestan Business Report (9829) 
920 Hindi FILM: Hum (42131$) 1220 Asian 
Morning 1538455) lX5asn Srgw and Sound 

CARTOON NETWORKfTNT 

Continuous cartoons from Sara to 7pm, 
ttran TNT films at Mow. 
Then»:SpongnLonAvaGaflnar _ . 
720pm The Little Hut (1B57) (2744610) 
820 The Antffl Wore Rad (I960i 
(807088291 10X0 Tha Hudkatara (19471 
(35924681) 1235am Lena Star |1952) 
(75174653) 2X0-520 Ml Pulhara, Esq 
(1940) (13517382) 

CNN/QVC_ 

CNN provides 24-hour news and QVC is 
the home shopping chsmei 
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England compound felony of poor display with delaying tactics 

From Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 

IN MELBOURNE 

IT WAS shortly after 2pm 
yesterday when the abrupt 
weather shift, peculiar to these 
parts and known, with quaint 
understatement, as a “cool 
change", struck the dty like a 
trainee typhoon, in a .single 
minute, the wind source 
turned from the desert to die 
ocean and the temperature 
inside the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground dropped by 20'C. 

A little under two hours 
laier. when Mark Taylor de¬ 
clared the Australia, second 
innings.with a lead 6f 387 and 
four sessions of this second 
Test remaining, the accompa¬ 
niment was less dramatic but 
the effect very similar. The day 
was never the same again. For 
four hours, there had scarcely 
been a ball that threatened to 
take a wickeL In the ensuing 
hour, there was scarcely one 
that did not. 

England lost their top four 
batsmen for 43 In 15 overs 
while Shane Wame, their 
nemesis in more normal 
rimes, was no.more than a 
fielding spectator. Now. as a 
variation on a theme. England 
were collapsing against 
swing. • 

Damien Fleming, playing 
his first Test in Australia on 
his home' ground, bowled 
more' testing balls in his first 
two overs than he had 
throughout the first innings. 
His third had Graham Gooch 
caught behind and. in his next 
over. Graeme Hick was 
squared up as ‘a perfect 
outswinger rattled into his 
stumps. 

Graham Thorpe batted neu-* 
rodcally. confusing positive 
thought with the red mists of 
aggression. He might have 
been out twice in his first four 
balls, but fell to a firm-footed 
drive to give Craig McDer¬ 

mott his 250th Test wicket 
When Michael Atherton fol¬ 
lowed, caught behind off what 
he believed to be his pad. there 
briefly loomed the mortifying 
possibility that England could 
be bowled out inside a single 
session. 

Mike Gatting and Steven 
Rhodes summoned the spirit 
to defy this particular indigni¬ 
ty, but supreme optimism was 
required to believe that any- S other than another spec¬ 

if change of weather 
could save England. 

Ranting about the inepti¬ 
tude of the England players is 
now as shallow a reaction 
from without as complaining 
about the umpiring would be 
hum within. Neither response 
begins to address the depths to 
which the English game has 
declined or the means of 
rebuilding it 

Perhaps, however, only the 
tongue-tying presence of the 
international code of conduct 
precluded something more 
outspoken from the England 
manager, Keith Fletcher, than 
his cryptic “I don't think, we 
have had too much of the rub 
of the green in this game. We 
haven't had any, in fact" 

Like his players, Fletcher is 
entitled to believe that die 
umpiring has been unkind. 
Four questionable decisions 
have bren given against them, 
three by the independent um¬ 
pire, Steve Bucknor. Yester¬ 
day, for the second time in the 
match, Atherton left the crease 
with a reluctance that made 
his feelings of innocence plain. 

Equally, however, if the 
code of conduct was to be 
firmly interpreted by the 
match referee. John Reid. Ath¬ 
erton would be faring a fine 
when the game is over. Not for 
dissent, for there was none of 

Atherton is aghast and the Australians ecstatic as the umpire. Bucknor, gives the England captain out. caught at the wicket off McDermott yesterday 

consequence, but for presiding 
over one of the most shameless 
displays of time wasting in 
which I have ever seen an 
England team indulge. 

The first rule in the code 
states: “The captains are re¬ 
sponsible at all times for 

ensuring that play is conduct¬ 
ed within the spirit of the 
game as well as within the 
laws." For motives that were 
obvious and understood, but 
must nevertheless be ruled 
unacceptable. Atherton ig¬ 
nored die entreaty and did his 

best to bring proceedings to a 
grinding halt 

That England bowled a 
meagre 54 overs in four hours 
tells only half the story. No 
fewer than 21 of these were 
bowled by Philip TufneH. who 
finds it quite exacting, with his 

short nm-up. to stretch out an 
over to five minutes or more. 
All manner of devices were 
used to to absorb time and the 
spectators jeered their disap¬ 
proval at the tmedifying spec¬ 
tacle. The umpires did little 
other than brandish their 

Illingworth warns of changes 
roURTKrp^^^OREBDARD. 

AS AUSTRALIA moved to 
the brink of victory in the 
second Test and a 2-6 lead in 
the Ashes series, Raymond 
Illingworth, the chairman of 

beyond their reach, but 
Illingworth made it dear 
that there will be a price to 
pay before next season if this 
winter’s campaign keeps 

selectors, who enjoys a reput-' . going from bad to worse: 
•vHcui fnc ftlnin Crul'lL-inn “Vam frti tn ha laiml 1*#% ation for plain speaking, 
yesterday made known his 
dissatisfaction with En¬ 
gland's performance. 
~ "We’ve got to turn it 
around pretty bloody quick 
now or it will finish in a 
shambles.” Illingworth said. 
With three Tests to play, 
there is still time for England 
to regain some pride even if 
the Ashes once again look 

“You try to be loyal to 
players, but you’ve got to 
make changes,if you keep 
losing. If s daft not to. 

“We were playing some 
good cricket at the end of the 
summer and ifs very disap¬ 
pointing to get off to the start 
we have.” 

Illingworth was pleased 
with the team's performance 
on Christmas Eve and 

claimed England's attitude 
had been better than in the 
Brisbane Test, but he was 
scathing about shortcomings 
in the field: “We haven’t been 
right from the start In fact, 
we have been unprofession¬ 
al 

“I think the fielding is the 
root cause of our problems. 
If that's bad, the bowlers 
take the hump and every¬ 
thing goes downhill There’s 
no excuse for bad fielding. 
Thafs down to a lack of 
concentration and effort All 
the players here are fit 
enough to field pretty well" 

AUSTRALIA: Brel Inrtnga 279 (S R 
Waugh 94 no! out M E Waugh 71; 
D Gough 4 far 60} 

Second Innings 

*M ATaytor Bjw b Gough.19 
(8lmn, 64 bans, 1 tow) 

M J Slater st Rhodes bTufneB.44 
(121mm. 74 bate. 5 fous) 

D C Boon tow b DeFreitas ..131 
(378mm, 277 balls. 14 faura) 

M E Waugh c and b Gough.29 
(120mm. 82 balls. 1 four) 

M G Bevan c sub (J P Crawley) 
bTufhefl.  33 

(i89mln. 134 bate. 1 four) 
S H Waugh not out. 26 

(S3mm, 73 bate) 
tt A Hasly c Thorpe b TUfnell.17 

(62mm, 38 bate. 1 tour) 
S KWamec Deftotas bGough ... 0 

Omh. 2 bate) 
C J McOermott not out. 2 

, (6tT*i, 7 balls) 
Extras (b 1, b 9, w 1. nb 6) ..17 

Total (7wWs dec, 124 mars, 533min) 320 

T B A May and D W Fleming did not bat. 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-61 (Slater 35). 
2-81 (Boon 10). 3-157 (Boon 55). 4-269 
(Boon 127). 5575 (S R Waugh 2). 6-316 
(S R Waugh 24). 7-317 IS R Waugh 25). 

BOWLING: Malcolm 225660 (nb 3. 
w 1; 9-2-250. 343-16-0. 50-12-0, 7-1- 
390); DeFreitas 26-2-70-1 (nb 2; 4-0- 
18-0. 6-1-150, 51-7-0. 6-5150. 7-5 
14-1); Tufnell 48-6-90-3 (nb 2; 23-5 
37-1. 4-1-40, 51-220, 151-27-2). 
Gough 256-59-3 (7-2-21-1. 7-1-12-1. 
6-5100. 55151). ffick 52-50 (2-1- 
50.1-1OOJ 

ENGLAND; First Innings 212 (G P 
Thorpe 51. S K Wame 6 lor 64) 

Second Innings 

G A Gooch c Healy b Fleming.2 
©nun, 8 bate) 

*M A Atherton c Healy 
b McOermott .25 

(73mtn, 43 bate. 4 tours) 
G A Hick b Fleming.2 

(9mm. 6 balls) 
G P Thorpe c Healy b McDermott .. 9 

(22mm, 20 bate. 1 four) 

MW Gatling not out ..23 
(85mm. 70 bate. 2 fours) 

IS J Rhodes not out .. IS 
(53mm. 36 bads) 

Extras (to 2, nb 3)..... 5 

Total (4 wkts. 30 overs, 128mm) ... 79 
AJ Stewart. PA4 DeFredas, D Gough, 
D E Malcolm and P C R Tutnefl to baL 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-3 (Atherton 1), 
2-10 (Atherton 5). 523 (Atherton 9). 4-43 
(Gattng 1). 

BOWLING: McDermott 152-32-2 
(nb 3; one spefl); Ftortng9-1-24-2 (51- 
152. 559-0): Wame 7-1-150 (51- 
11-0,2-52-0); May 4-1-50 (one Spell). 
Umpires: S A Bucknor (West Indies) end 
S G Rande* (Australia) 
TV replay umpire: W P Shavian. 
Match referee; J R Reid (Nam Zealand) 
PREVIOUS MATCH: First Test (Bris¬ 
bane]. AustraSa wxi by 184 runs. 
MATCHES TO COME: Third Test 
Sydney (January 1-6). Fourth Test 
Adelaide (January 26-30) Fifth Test 
Penh (February 57). _ 
□ CcmpSed by Rfl Frindaff 

wrist-watches, however, and, 
as the over-rate requirement 
of 15 an hour was met, once tiie 
concessions for widtets, 
drinks breaks and sundry 
interruptions were accounted 
for, England will probably 
escape penalties. If so. the code 
of conduct might as well be 
tom up and the refereeing 
system abolished. 

Consolations were scarce, 
but England narrowly failed 
to bowl Michael Bevan into 
form — he spent a painful 190 
minutes making 35 — and 
Darren Gough dismissed 
Wame with a leg break That 
apart, David Boon made the 
century that had looked likely 
from the moment he came m. 
Technically admirable but vi¬ 
sually featureless, this was his 
twentieth Test century and his 
first at Melbourne. Something 
even greater was required if 
England were not to be beaten 
today. 

Crowe's landmark, page 37 ; 
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ISABELLE AUTISSIERjiie 
French yachtswoman _ tfis^ 
mailed in The Southern Ocean 
while leading tfae-BOC Chall¬ 
enge ’■ solo, round-the-world 
race, "was- at the centre - of 
another drama yesterday 
when rescue services picked 
op emergency signals from 
two satellite beacons on her 
fiWbot yacht at 0S45GMT. 

The beacons pinpointed 
AutissieTs yacht 920 miles' 
south-southeast of Adelaide 
and, after afi efforts to contact 
her by satellite messaging ami. 
radio faded, an Australian Air 
Forte Hercules search-and- 
rescue plane equipped with 
life-rafts, radios arid survival 

at first fight (2I:00GMT). 
Ominously, the continuing, 

signals from Antissier's bea¬ 
cons showed no significant 
drift suggesting that they had 
broken away from the yacht 
The plane has the capability 
to search a wide area. 

Antissier, 38, from La Ro¬ 
chelle. had built up a 5*i-day 
lead during the first stage of 
the race, from Charleston to 
Cape Town. However, on 
December Z five days after 
leaving the Cape on the 
second, 7,000-mile stage to 
Sydney, her yacht was dis¬ 
masted some 1200 miles info; 
the Southern Ocean. She suc¬ 
cessfully set up a jury, rig and 
continued to the Kerguelen 
islands. where French scien¬ 
tists helped her to fit a 
temporary mast Since tfaoa, 
however, the weather has 
deteriorated and Antissier re¬ 
ported two knock-downs las* 
week. 

Her nearest fellow compet¬ 
itor—the British yachtsman. 
Nigel Rowe — was 280 miles 
to the northeast yesterday, but 
experiencing a 60-knot storm 
that had broken the rudder 
ami self-steering on Ins yacht 
Harry Mitchell the 70-year- 
old pensioner, from Ports¬ 
mouth who is bringing up the 
rear of the fleet, was in no 
better position to help. 

Tm in the middle of a 
severe 60-knot storm." Mitch¬ 
ell told race officials. “I have 
lost all the blades on the wind 
generator and am worried 1 
may lose my satellite position¬ 
ing antenna. The barometer is 
960 millibars, the seas are 
unbelievable and dangerous. 
The conditions are the worst 1 
have ever experienced. I hope 
i come through." 

Ipswich turn to Burley in struggle for survival 
By Our Sports Staff 

IPSWICH Town, who are bottom of 
the FA Carling Premiership, yester¬ 
day appointed George Burley as 
their manager in succession to John 
Lyall. The announcement came the 
day before 'the 21st anniversary of 
Burley’s debut for the dub. against 
Manchester United, when he had to 
mark George Best Paul Goddard, 
who has been caretaker-manager, 
was appointed first team coach. 

John Kerr, the chairman, said: 
“George has made a name for 
himself after coaching and manag¬ 
ing in Scotland. We know we have 
appointed the man who wanted the 
job most His determination and the 

clear view of what he can do for this 
dub shone . through at his 
interviews.” 

Burley,' who made 500 appear¬ 
ances for Ipswich after joining them 
as a youth team player in 197], said: 
“It is a dream come true for me. 
Since the day 1 left Ipswich. I’ve been 
Jooking to' get into the coaching and 
managing side of the game. Ipswich 
has always been the dub for me, as 
they brought me up as a person and 
a player. It is fabulous to flunk I'm 
now in charge. 

“It is a tough job, but my heart is 
here, so that makes it easier. When I 
was here under Bobby Robson. 
Ipswich were the envy of Britain 
and. when they got into Europe, we 

were envied there too. I was brought 
up under good standards and 1 want 
to get back to those dream years. 
We've got lots of good players and I 
hope to get the best out of them. 

“In my five or six years as a 
manager and coach, I have not had 
money to spend, so I’m used to 
making do with the players avail¬ 
able. There’s no easy route to 
success, but I believe in hard work 
and it’s also important to work 
together. We need players who want 
to do it for the dub. I was always first 
onto the training pitch and last off 
and that is what 1 believe in. I want 
to keep Ipswich’s tradition going." 

Ipswich still have to agree terms of 
compensation with Colchester Uni¬ 

ted, the Endsleigh Insurance League 
third division dub, where Burley 
had been manager until his resigna¬ 
tion on Christmas Eve 

Alan Smith's attack on the fixture 
planners after Crystal Palace played 
two matches in 24 hours over 
Christmas was yesterday met with 
“astonishment” by the FA Premier 
League. After the goalless draw at 
Tottenham Hotspur, Smith, the Pal¬ 
ace manager, said: “Why we have 
played two games on the trot is 
beyond me. 

“People cannot afford to lay out 
the best part of £50 for two games on 
successive days. It's like going to 
watch Phantom of the Opera and 
having to watch 11 stand-ins." 

Yesterday. Mike Lee. a Premier 
League spokesman, said: “Frankly, 
we are astonished by Mr Smith’s 
remarks. The Christmas and New 
Year period is a traditionally busy 
time for everyone involved in foot- 
balL There is nothing unusual in this 
year’s fixtures.” 
□ Last night’s Premiership match 
between Blackburn Rovers and 
Leeds United and the third division 
game between Wigan Athletic and 
Preston North End were both post¬ 
poned because of waterlogged pitch¬ 
es at Ewood Park and Springfield 
Park. 

Argentina's new look, page 37 
Otto strikes, page 38 

By Raymond Keene 

No 356 

ACROSS 

I Essential requirement 
‘ (4.3,3) 

1 Clothes ready for baby (7) 
8 —Estate, Commons: — 

World, poor countries (5) 
10 Great skill, valour (7) 
11 Ceramic tableware (5) 
12 Supple, nimble (6) 
15 Calvin’s dty (6) 
17 Apart, uninvolved (5) 
18 Contrary to law (7) 
21 Mark over Spanish n (5) 

22 Choice of vocabulary, 
speaking style (7) 

23 One no longer up to the job 
(6.4) 

CROSSWORD BOOKS (Reduced postage until Dec 31): The Times 
Concise Crosswords: (Bools 1 & 2 £5.49 each). Books 3.4.5,6 & NEW 
Book 7 E4.00 each. The Times Jrnnbo Crosswords: (Books 1 & 2 £5.49 
each. Concise Book £5.49). The Times Crosswords: (Books I to 13 £4.40 
each). Books 14 to IS- & NEW Book 19 £4.00 each. The Sunday Times 
Crosswords - iBook 1 £4.49). Books 10.11.12 & NEW Book L3 E4.00 
each .The Sunday Times Concise: Books 122 E4JX) each. Except the items 
in brackets, software available for all 'titles for IBM PCs and Acorn 
computers — Price £14.95 eaeh — also The Times Computer Crosswords 
Vuls 1 lo 6, The Sunday Tunes Vols I to b and The Times Jubilee Edition. 
Prices inc p&p (UK). Cheques to Atom Ltd, 51 Manor Lane. London SEI3 
5QW. Return delivery. Tel 081-852 4575 (24 hrs). No credit cards. 

DOWN 

1 Authority to decide, asser¬ 
tion (3-2) 

2 Saltpetre© 
3 Mildly nauseous (6) 

4 Newspaper essay (7) 
5 Body opening (7) 
6 Reciprocal favours between 

friends (3.4 J) 
9 Fail in search (4,1,5) 

13 Aerodynamic bar on plane, 
car (7) 

14 Away from busiest rime (3- 

4) 
16 Secreted (6) 
19 Wealth (facetious), often 

filthy (5) 
20 Tedious task: abrade, pol¬ 

ish (5) 

This position is from the 
game Alekhine - Gof- 
meister, Petrograd 1917. In 
spite of the pawn ava¬ 
lanche feeing Black, he 
must have been quite 
optimistic due to his extra 
queen. How did Alekhine 
swiftly disillusion him? 

Solution, page 38 
Raymond Keene, page 6 
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- THISTLE HOTELS 
TREAT YOURSELF AT 

ST FT TI ME IN LONDON 
FROM ONLY £29.50 PER NIGHT 

London at Sale Time has a magic all its own. 
Bright, bustling shops. Cheerful Christinas lights. 

The very best shows and pantomimes. 
Whether joor preference b fa- Krdghabrkfef or Kexrfngtan, Oxford Street or 

Bond Street <oy * ihae hotels between 3n) end 19th >0107 end enjoy the 
ten pcs* comfort and terrier a unbeatable pw 

THE KENSINGTON PALACE 
ATH5TU HOTEL 

♦ Only minutes from die West End, 
Knightsbrldge and Chelsea, 
offering peace and comfort in the 
heart of Kensington. 

♦ 4 Star Hotel. 298 bedrooms. 

♦ Fox & Henderson’s Restaurant & 
Cafe, 2 ban and lounge. 

♦ Children welcome to dare parents’ 

room: Under (Ts stay and eat 
breakfast FREE 6-lS stay FREE Li 

each per breakfast. ^ 

£29.50 
1’l.K IT K SON 
fi r \t<;irr 

INCLUDING FULL 

ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

Telephone 071 937 8121 
Why not visit the 

Boat Show (5-15 Jan) 
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THE SELFRIDGE 
ATHKTU HOTEL 

off Oxford Street within 

WORD-WATCHING 

SOLUTION TO NO 355 

ACROSS: S Evasive 9 Adult 10 Stepchild 11 Lop 12 Ne¬ 
gus 14 Moisten 15 Conifer ITHundi 19 Ram 20 Imbro¬ 
glio 22 Match 23 Lyrical 

DOWN: 1 Reason 2 Fane 3 Pieces of eight 4 Tedium 5 
Sandwich-board 6 Bulletin 7 Step in 13 Gunsmith 15 
Chrome 16 Rubble 18 Hoop-la 21 Lick 

By Philip Howard 

LUNGE MODENA 
a. A skin growth a. Like a model 
b. A type of fongus b. A stocky pigeon 

c. An inventor c. A large freshwater fish 
INVERTOR 
a. An argumentative person NUPPENCE 
b. A muscle turning parts a. No money 

inwards b. The frequency of marriage 
c. Apparatus to convert c. A nuclear reactor 

current Answers on page 38 

£39.50 
Pi K ITRSON 
PPK NIGHT 

INCLUDING FULL 
ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

♦ Situated ju* off Oxford Street within 
easy walking distance of the frxnous 
London stores. You couldn't be 

better placed for bargain hunting. 

♦ 296 bedrooms with en-srite bathroom. 
♦ E etchers Restaurant with 

AA Rosette, Orchard Terrace 
restaurant. Lounge and Bar. 

Telephone 071 408 2080 
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h"* throuSl1 «• 0800 700 400: 
r cat! the hotel. Plea** quote reference VB FT3912 . - - 

-ST™ 


