
h 

THE TIMES 
No. 65,438 THURSDAY NOVEMBER 30 1995 

ENTS 
18 pages of 

executive 
and senior 

positions 

SECTION 3 

Grounded 
US pensions off 

its space 
chimp force 

PAGE 13, 
Leader, P21 

One wedding 
a taxman 

Would Liz and Hugh 
be better off 

married? 

PAGE 12 

Women on 
the board 

Challenge to 
male darts 

^ supremacy 

PAGE 45 

Link with Britain ‘stands above the rest; a model for the ties that should bind democracies 

Clinton to step up 
pressure for peace 

By Martin Fletcher, U.S. editor, and Philip Webster, political editor 

Mr Clinton with Mr Major in Downing Street yesterday 

PRESIDENT CLINTON will 
fly to Belfast today to tell Sinn 
Fein and the Ulster Unionists 
that they' must be prepared to 
make concessions for peace in 
Nonhem Ireland. 

Mr Clinton, the first serving 
President to visit the Province, 
will call on all parties to accept 
the agreement for reviving the 
deadlocked peace process 
hammered out by John Major 
and John Bruton on Tuesday. 

The President repeatedly 
threw his backing beitind the 
deal during his day in London 
yesterday and tonight he will 
hold separate meetings with 
Gerry Adams of Sinn Fein and 
David Trimble of the Ulster 
Unionists in an attempt to 
build on the momentum creat¬ 
ed by his visit. 

He is understood to have 
promised Mr Major in private 
talks yesterday morning that 
he would keep up the pressure 
for a lasting settlement now 
that the two Prime Ministers 
have agreed a “twin-track" 
process to set up an interna¬ 
tional commission on disarm¬ 
ing the terrorists while their 
Governments hold prelimi¬ 
nary discussions with the pol¬ 
itical parties aimed at 
bringing them all to the nego¬ 
tiating table by February. 

Standing on the steps of 10 
Downing Street. Mr Clinton 
turned the screw cm Mr Ad¬ 
ams and the IRA, saying: “My 
message to the IRA is that the 
twin-track process has provid¬ 
ed a mechanism for all the 
parties honourably now to 
bring their concerns to the 
table and be heard. In die end 
peace means peace and we are 
all going to have to support 
that." 

He added: “I cannot say 
enough to the British people 
about how much I appreciate 
and admire the Prime Minis¬ 

ter in taking this kind of risk 
for peace." The agreement was 
the best opportunity he had 
seen to resolve the impasse 
over disarming the IRA: “It 
should be embraced and I 
think it will be." 

Mr Clinton flew into Britain 
with his wife. Hillary, only 
hours alter Mr Major and Mr 
Bruton had set the seal on 
their deal, and he was swiftly 
at Downing Street for two 
hours of talks with Mr Major. 
He also paid courtesy calls on 
the Queen and Tony Blair 
before addressing both Hous¬ 
es of Pali ament. There, he 
reaffirmed the “special rela¬ 
tionship" between Britain and 
America, which he said, 
“stands alone, unbroken, 
above ail the rest; a model for 
the ties that should bind all 
democracies". 

Mr Major acknowledged 
yesterday that Mr Clinton’s 
visit had played an important 
part in dinching the Ulster 

deal —■ it had “concentrated 
the mind"— and he went on to 
urge all political leaders in the 
Province to be ready “to take 
risks for peace". 

He told the Commons that 
the tight timetable set for the 
start of all-party talks meant a 
serious commitment from all 
concerned. He said: “We are 
ready to make that commit¬ 
ment But the British and Irish 
Governments cannot make 
peace in Northern Ireland. 
Our role in the process is to 
facilitate ft. We have borne a 
great deal of the burden. We 
have been ready to take risks 
for peace. Now is the time for 
others to do so as well." 

Mr Major also held out an 
olive branch to the Unionists, 
who had dismissed the deal as 
a fudge, promising to keep an 
open mind on their plan for an 
elected assembly to play a pan 
in the search for peace. 

Invitations to party leaders 
to take part in the preparatory 

talks would go out in the next 
few days, Mr Major said. 
“Now is the time for all parties 
and groups to make a sincere 
and constructive contribution 
— for the paramilitaries on 
both sides to give not merely 
qualified verbal assurances, 
but a real and tangible com¬ 
mitment to peace.. .for all 
political parties to enter the 
preparatory talks, not with 
rigid and irreconcilable pos¬ 
tures. but with a will to make 
them work." 

The former American Sena¬ 
tor George Mitchell, who is to 
lead the international commis¬ 
sion on disarming the 
paramilitaries, joined Mr 
Clinton in Downing Street 
yesterday and he said after¬ 
wards that he would move 
promptly to get his body 
organised. He is expected to be 
assisted by the former Finnish 
Prime Minister Esko Aho and 
Lewis Mackenzie, the Canadi¬ 
an general who served as UN 
commander in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

Last night, however, the 
differences between London 
and Dublin about how Mr 
Mitchell is body should oper¬ 
ate remained, with Mr Major 
adamant that it would not 
consider the so-called Wash¬ 
ington Three condition that 
requires the IRA to start 
giving up its guns before 
entering all-party talks. 

He told MPs: "This is not a 
matter of dogma, but of practi¬ 
cality. No one has yet found an 
alternative way of providing 
confidence. If they mean 
peace, they dont need guns 
and semtex.". 

Nevertheless. Mr Mitchell, 
who suggested that he would 
talk directlytothe IRA, did not 
rule out the possibility yester¬ 
day that he might make a 
recommendation on thecondi- 

Hillaiy Clinton with the Qtzeen at Buckingham Palace. Their meeting followed the President’s Downing Street talks 

tion, although Mr Clinton was 
careful not to take sides. “It is 
not for us to get into the details 
of the judgments that foe 
countries and the parties will 
have to make," he said. 

The President is expected to 
have a private meeting with 
Mr Adams during a reception 
at Queen's University tonight 
and to urge him to seize this 
opportunity to put the peace 
process back on trade. He will 
deliver the same message to 
the more hardline Unionist 

leaders who also have deep 
reservations about the deal. 

Tony Lake, Mr Clinton’s 
national security adviser, tele¬ 
phoned both Mr Adams and 
Mr Trimble on Tuesday night 
to press them, with apparent 
success, not to reject the agree¬ 
ment out of hand. Mr Adams 
promised yesterday to ap 
proach it in a positive way in 
the hope it could provide a 
basis for peace. 

The biggest security head¬ 
ache for the President's visit to 

Belfast today is not, however, 
likely to be the meeting with 
the party leaders. Rather, it 
will come when he switches on 
the Christmas tree lights out¬ 
side the City Hall. 

Thousands of people are 
expected to turn out to see him, 
and every one will be 
screened. The Belfast rock star 
Van Morrison and the Ameri¬ 
can saxophonist Curtis Stigers 
will both play at the ceremony 
and Morrison'S songs will 
indude Days Like This, which 

has been used by the Northern 
Ireland Office to promote the 
peace process. Morrison 
played at the inauguration of 
the President, who joined him 
in a jam session. There were 
hopes that there might be a 
repeat performance tonight. 
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Preps fail to win 
assisted places 

Preparatory schools were un¬ 
expectedly excluded from 
plans to extend state subsidies 
to independent school children 
under the age of 11. 

An extra Ell million was 
allocated to the assisted places 
programme in the Budget on 
Tuesday, bur under-lls will 
qualify only in the junior 
departments of all-through in¬ 
dependent schools, Gillian 
Shephard, the Education 
and Employment Secretary, 
announced..Page 6 

Britain isolated’ 
on key EU issues 
Britain is set for conflict with 
its European partners at next 
year’s follow-up conference on 
the Maastricht treaty, a paper . 
by a European Union “reflec¬ 
tion group” indicates. 

The leaked document, pub¬ 
lished in Germany yesterday, 
says that Britain is isolated on 
majority voting, the powers of 
the European Parliament and 
foreign polity-.Page 16 , 
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USS Churchill relaunches 
the special relationship 

From Tom Rhodes in Washington and Emma Wilkins 

Home loan cuts 
raise City hopes 
of lower base rate 

WINSTON CHURCHILL 
became only the second En¬ 
glishman to grace the bull of 
an American ship yesterday 
when President Clinton an¬ 
nounced that the wartime 
leader would be immortalised 
on the US Navy’s latest war¬ 
ship, an honour previously 
accorded King Alfred in 1775. 

In a symbolic signal of 
rapprochement after months 
of fragile Anglo-American re¬ 
lations, Mr Clinton told the 
both Houses of Parliament 
that the vessel an Arieigh 
Burke dass guided-missfle 
destroyer, would become one 
(ft1 die most powerful in 
service. 

"I am pleased to announce 
here, the home of British 
freedom, that the United 
States will name one of the 
newest and most powerful of 
its surface ships, a guided- 
missfle destroyer, the United 
States Ship Winston Char- 
chill" he said. 

"When the ship slides down 
the ways in the final year of 
this centnry, its name wfll ride 
the seas as a reminder for the 
coming century of an indomi¬ 
table man who shaped our 
age, who stood always for 
freedom, who showed anew 
die glorious strength of the 
human spirit" 

Construction of the new 
vessel hull number DDG-81, 
wifl begin in the spring of 1997 
and Winston Churchill will 
join tiie American fleet in 
2000. As the 31st of 32 such 

vessels authorised by Con¬ 
gress. the multi-mission ship 
wall become part of a revolu¬ 
tionary fleet equipped with 
the latest technology and de¬ 
signed to operate both inde¬ 
pendently as an “offensive 
platform" and to support air¬ 
craft earner and amphibious 
operations. 

Its combination of Aegis, 
the anti-submarine warfare 
system. Tomahawk and Har¬ 
poon missiles, 5 inch gun and 
two 20mnf Phalanx guns as 
well as helicopter hangars 
and six MK-46 torpedoes 
make the Burke dass among 
the most advanced destroyers 
in the world. 

While Britain maintains a 
ship-naming committee at tiie 
Admiralty, responsfbSily for 
the naming of US naval 
vessels falls on the shoulders 
of the Navy Secretary, now 
John Dalton, in consultation 
with the Chief of Naval Oper¬ 
ations. 

It seemed certain yesterday, 
however, that the personal 

hand of Mr Clinton had 
played heavily in the depart¬ 
ment’s decision to choose the 
wartime Prime Minister. Pri¬ 
vately. officials said the Presi¬ 
dent wished to makes specific 
gesture during his visit to 
Britain. “The President want¬ 
ed to release this information 
himself in front of the British 
Parliament," said one Penta¬ 
gon official “It was kept a 
very dose secret before the 
visit" 

Naval historians in Wash¬ 
ington said yesterday that the 
Alfred, an armed merchant¬ 
man, was the last vessel 
bearing an English name 
when commissioned by the 
Continental Navy in Decem¬ 
ber 1775. 

The Royal Navy uses the 
Ships Names and Badges 
Committee to dedde on 
names for ships and subma¬ 
rines. In America, the navy 
tends to name ships after 
famous people. The USS Ron- 
old Reagan is due to go into 
sendee in 2002. 

MORTGAGE rates fell last 
night in anticipation of a pre- 
Christmas interest rate cut 
after Kenneth Clarke’s cau¬ 
tious Budget 

The Halifax, the country's 
biggest building society, set 
the ball rolling by trimming 
0.25 per cent off its variable 
rate from 7.99% to 7.74%. 
Abbey National followed suit 
with a a 02 per cent reduction 
and Northern Rock and Bri¬ 
tannia also announced cuts. 
Other lenders said they were 
reviewing their position. 

The Halifax move reduced 
the monthy payments on a 
£50.000 repayment mortgage 
by £7.37 and on a £100,000 
loan by £15.67. 

The building sod cries’ move 
coincided with a call by the 
Confederation of British In¬ 
dustry for an immediate 05 
cut in base rates from 6.7S per 
cent to 625 per cent 

The financial markets were 
gleeful at the prospect of rate 
cuts. The FTSE100 dosed ata 
record high of 3,6555 and 
government bonds also 
marched higher. 

The mortgage rate cuts 
highlighted hopes in the City 
that the tight Budget on 
Tueday had left the door open 
to lower base rates. The Chan¬ 
cellor next meets the Governor 
of the Bank of England on 
December 13 and many econo¬ 
mists believe that a rate cut 
could be announced then. Mr 

Clarke emphasised in inter¬ 
views and briefings yesterday 
his determination to cut public 
sector borrowing — a hint that 
a rate cut is in his sights. 

But he was scathing about 
his critics on the Tory 
backbenches and in the press, 
saying that MPs were “mad" if 

. they thought he should take 
risks with the public sector 
borrowing requirement Sup¬ 
posedly Conservative newspa¬ 
pers had harboured “unreal 
expectations" about the Bud¬ 
get and had wrongly imag¬ 
ined he was a “cut and run 
Chancellor" happy to bribe 
the electorate, he said. 

The public would have seen 
through such a strategy, Mr 
Clarke told reporters at the 
Treasury. 

However, Mr Clarke did 
say that he would cut taxes 
further in next year’s Budget if 
it was sensible to do so. 

The Institute for Fiscal Stud¬ 
ies disputed the Government's 
claim that the Budget left the 
average British family £9 bet¬ 
ter off The real figure, the IPS 
said, is £220. The lowest 20. 
per cent of earners had been 
left worse off by die Budget 
measure while the top 10 pea* 
cent of earners were £720 a 
week better off. 
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Sinn Fein reaffirms ‘invested interest’ in achieving negotiated peace settlement 

Ulster 
parties 
soften 

MARTIN BEDD^T 

initial 
criticism 

By Nicholas Watt 
IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

UNIONISTS and Sinn Fein 
gave wary responses to the 
Anglo-Irish communique, 

David Trimble, leader of the 
Ulster Unionists, initially said 
the agreement was an objec¬ 
tionable fudge, although he 
later welcomed the Anglo- 
Irish pledge to examine his 
proposal for an elected assem¬ 
bly in Northern Ireland. 

Gerry Adams, the Sinn 
Fein leader, also said the 
communique was a fudge, and 
called on Britain to drop its 
demand for the IRA to decom¬ 
mission some arms before all¬ 
party talks. However, he said 
Sinn Fein would examine the 
proposals in a positive light. 

Mr Trimble’s first response 
Mas to accuse Britain of bow¬ 
ing to pressure from Washing¬ 
ton. He told BBC radio: “We 
had all this rushing about and 
a press conference so that 
John Major could meet Bill 
Clinton and say: ‘What a good 
boy 1 am. I have done what 
you told me’. Isn’t that rather a 
shameful position for a British 
Prime Minister." 

Later, however, he took 
heart when Mr Major told the 
Commons that the IRA would 
have to decommission some 
arms before all-party talks. 
Mr Trimble said his party 
would continue to talk to die 
Government about issues 
such as his plans for an elected 
assembly. 

Mr Adams accused Britain 
of subvening the peace pro¬ 
cess and said that the twin- 
track process would work 
only if Britain dropped its 
demand for the IRA to decom¬ 
mission its arms. He added, 
however. “Whether or not Jthe 
communique! has the poten¬ 
tial to move us all forward will 
have to be seen. But Sinn Fein 
have a deeply invested interest 
in bringing a negotiated peace 
settlement." 

President Clinton addressing both Houses of Parliament yesterday, flanked by Lord Mackay of Clashfern, the Lord Chancellor, and Betty Boothrpyd, the Speaker 
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Straight man steals the pantomime show 
Nearly ad the Wil¬ 

liams were there. 
Waiting for Presi¬ 

dent Bill in the Royal Gallery 
of the House of Peers were 
four other famous Williams. 
William 1. a gilded statue, 
stood at the door. In oils, the 
portraits of the Williams II. 
Ill and IV peered dispassion¬ 
ately down from the walls at 
this presidential Willie-come- 
lately to the hall of fame. The 
bin' who will one day (God 
willing] be King William V, 
being at Eton, was unable to 
attend 

Presidents and Kings have 
their paths smoothed before 
them. Mr Clinton breezed in 
to the sound of trumpets, 
found a crowd assembled for 
his address, gave it. and 
breezed out again. Sketch- 

writers, however, had been 
waiting an hour. 

We amused ourselves fay¬ 
ing to spot which cameramen 
were in fact secret service 
agents. My Guardian col¬ 
league. Simon Hoggart, was 
convinced that holes had 
been cut in the eyes of 
William IV. while i am 
equally sure I saw the statue 
of King Alfred move. 

Sketch writers think alike. 
Hoggart and I looked 
around at the chandeliers, 
gilt, flock wallpaper and fe¬ 
vered decor of the Royal 
Gallery. We pulled out our 
notebooks. The Guardian 
sketch writer wrote “Indian 
restaurant your own wrote 
**Louisiana brother. Mr 
Clinton will be spared the 
former on his visit here, and 

will surely never have seen 
the latter. 

Before the President came 
the dignified part of the 
British constitution. Black 
Rod, in silk and lace, with 
billiard cue. Then came the 
even more dignified part of 
the constitution, the Baron-, 
ess Thatcher. In hot pursuit 
came the undignified part of 
the constitution. George 
Foulkes (Lab, Garrick, Cum¬ 
nock & Doon Valleyh and, 
moments later, the efficient 
part of the constitution. 
House Leader Tony Newton. 

Also present was the in¬ 

vented part of the constitu¬ 
tion, Deputy Prime Minister 
Michael Heseltine. Tony 
Blair, looking tense, arrived 
early, and waited. 

Even the photographers 
were wearing ties. One of 
them straightened his as the 
pantomime part of the consti¬ 
tution. the Lord Chancellor 
and Madam Speaker, pro¬ 
cessed forward in funereal 
tights and gilded brocade, 
knocking 'em cold in black 
and gold. 

And we were ready. A 
fanfare of what sounded like 
antique comets rent the air, 

the noise being similar to that 
of a New York traffic jam. 
Maybe this was to help Mr 
Clinton fed at home. He rose 
to speak. 

The President spoke well. 
Surrounded by all the ridicu¬ 
lous flimflam of invented 
British antiquity. Lord Chan¬ 
cellor In ludicrous fancy 
dress, the backdrop of un¬ 
speakable Victorians whose 
excesses America escaped. 
Mr Clinton appeared as one 
from a quieter and deeper- 
rooted tradition. 

In plain grey suit, single- 
breasted. he spoke calmly, in 
tones more thoughtful and 
less showy than our British 
appetite for political theatre 
expects. It was a beautifully 
crafted speech: relaxed, con¬ 
sidered. delivered with poise. 

1 fdt ashamed to reflect that 
the US President was the 
least vulgar thing in the 
room. America was re¬ 
strained, understated; Brit¬ 
ain, as ever, pantomime. 

Madam Speaker thanked 
him. The three ships, she 
said, which had taken the 
early settlers to America, had 
summed up, in their names, 
every settler’s hopes: “God¬ 
speed, Discovery and the 
Susan Constant" Susan 
must have been quite a girl 

Madam Speaker also 
quoted Thomas Jefferson, re¬ 
vealing that he was her hero. 
She did not mention that he 
insisted on sleeping with his 
slaves. As Miss Boothroyd 
and her retinue departed, her 
train-bearer looked distinctly 
nervous. 
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Adviser plays 
decisive role 

behind scenes 
From Martin Fletcher in Washington 

Mitchell: reputation for 
being partisan 

Mildness 
conceals 
a ferocity 

THE British Government 
should be wary of George 
Mitchell, the American who 
will chair the new indepen¬ 
dent body that must determine 
whether the IRA and other 
paramilitary groups are genu¬ 
inely committed to disarming 
and how that might be 
achieved. 

Mr Mitchell is of Irish 
Catholic stock (Martin Fletch¬ 
er writes). He encouraged 
President Clinton to give Ger¬ 
ry Adams a US visa in Janu¬ 
ary last year despite London's 
vehement objections. And 
beneath his mild, self-effacing 

MAN IN THE NEWS 

manner the former Democrat¬ 
ic leader of the US Senate is 
also ferociously partisan: 
members of President Bush's 
Republican administration 
claim he did all in his power to 
frustrate their agenda. 

Mr Mitchelll. 62, the son of 
a janitor of Irish descent and a 
Lebanese-bom factory work¬ 
er, helped to manage the 1972 
presidential campaign of-Ed¬ 
mund Muskie. the Maifte 
senator, who when he was 
appointed US Secretary of 
State in 1980, named Mr 
Mitchell to fill his Senate seat 

Two things propelled Mr 
Mitchell into the Senate lead¬ 
ership in 1988. He had helped 
his party to regain control of 
the Senate in 1986. and the 
following year he had refused 
to be browbeaten by Oliver 
North during the Iran-Contra 
hearings. Along the way he 
divorced his wife of 28 years in 
1987. He is now married to 
Heather MacLachlan, 25 
years his junior, who runs a 
sports marketing firm. 

AS AIR FORCE ONE took off 
from Washington on Tuesday 
night President Clinton pre¬ 
sented a bottle of champagne 
to Tony Lake, his National 
Security Adviser, to thank him 
For his role in promoting the 
breakthrough in the peace 
process the British and Irish 
Prime Ministers had just an¬ 
nounced at Downing Street 

The President was thrilled 
by the llth-hour development 
that ensured the best possible 
start to his visit to Britain and 
Ireland — a visit designed at 
least partly to woo the sub¬ 
stantial Irish-American vote 
before next year’s presidential 
election. Mr Lake and other 
White House aides had 
worked intensely behind the 
scenes to bring it about, and 
had finally succeeded. 

The administration publidy 
p/ayed down its role in 
deference to the sensibilities of 
the British and Irish govern¬ 
ments. Mr Clinton using his 
appearances yesterday to lav¬ 
ish praise on John Major and 
John Bruton. Mr Major 
conceded only that the Presi¬ 
dent’s imminent visit had 
“concentrated the mind". But 
America, with its President 
having made Northern Ire¬ 
land one of his foreign policy 
priorities, was a far more 
important player than that. 

For the past two months the 
White House has been pri¬ 
vately pushing, cajoling and 
counselling all parties, trying 
to line them up behind some 
modified form of Britain's 
twin-track proposals. Within 
minutes of Tuesday night's 
Downing Street announce¬ 
ment Mr Lake telephoned 
Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein 
leader, and David Trimble, 
the Ulster Unionist Party lead¬ 
er, urging them nol to reject 
the agreement out of hand. 

Mr Lake was said at times 
to have been exasperated by 
Britain's intransigence over 
the decommissioning of IRA 
weapons. Howe'er. British 
sources suggested the US had 
put particular pressure on 
Sinn Fein, arguing that Mr 
Adams had reneged on his 
promise seriously to discuss 
decommissioning in return for 

Howthe 

logjam 
was broken 
this week 

AFTER days of frantic teie- 
diplomacy John Major 

£nd Johh Bruton sudden* 
announced an 
Budget Day that will aUowtlw 
next stage of the Northern 
Ireland peace process 
under way. Phihp Webster 
explains how the logjam was 
broken and looks at the pros¬ 
pects for further progress. 
Question: What is the twin- 

JSswrTuS the plan, due to. 
have been launched at the 
aborted Chequers summit in 
September, to allow prelimi¬ 
nary talks with all the main 
parties and the two Govern¬ 
ments to proceed, while an 
international body looks at 
arms decommissiomng- 
Q: What is Washington:, 
Three? . - . 
A: It is the requirement set out 
by Sir Patrick Mayhew in; 
Washington that the IRA must. 
start giving up weapons be¬ 
fore Sinn Fein is allowed into .. 
substantive all-party talks. 
Q: What went wrong in 
September? 
A; Dublin pulled out after- 
miscalculating Britain’s pos¬ 
ition on Washington Three.' 
John Bruton mistakenly b&; 
jjeved that London would 
drop the requirement because; 
it was excluded from the 
proposed communique. 
Q: Does London still stand 
firm on Washington Three? J 
A: Yes. and Mr Major reiterat-; 
ed it several times yesterday. 
But Dublin does not, as John. 
Bruton made plain on Tuesf- 
day night John Hume, the; 
SDLP leader, and Dick' 
Spring, the Irish Foreign Min¬ 
ister, also back Sinn Fein'S 
opposition to it Britain has 
said it will look at alternative 
“confidence-building" mea-- 
sures, but it cannot see any at. 
the moment 
Q: So how could both sides 
sign the communique? 
A: They agreed to differ. 
London says the remit in ~ 
Paragraph Seven is to identify 
and advise on a decommis¬ 
sioning-method. and to report 
on whether there is a commit-' 
ment by the IRA to work for 
that aim. Thus, it says, Wash¬ 
ington Three is excluded. Mr 
Bruton^ points to Paragraph' 
Five, which speaks of the, 
international body providing;, 
an “independent assessment?, 
of decommissioning. •£ 
Q: So what has changed sinc£ 
September? . ;. 
A: Not a lot. London has given; 
a firm target date for the start,, 
of ail-party talks: February^, 
Previously it was an aspiraf'. 
tion. The international body,, 
to be chaired by the former US‘. 
Senator George Mitchell, wiH; 
now not “oversee" the decoto 

Mr Clinton letting him raise 
funds in America. 

Mr Adams has visited the 
White House three times since 
September and one senior US 
official acknowledged the 
White House had gone to con¬ 
siderable lengths to persuade 
Sinn Fein that twin-trade was 
a reasonable compromise nor 
some secret trap. 

All the key players — nation¬ 
alist and unionist — were 
invited to White House meet¬ 
ings with Vice-President Gore 
or Mr Lake this autumn. Mr 
Lake and Nancy Soderberg. 
his Irish affairs expert, spent a 
week in Britain and Ireland 
late last month trying to break 
the deadlock over decommis¬ 
sioning. There were countless 
transatlantic telephone calls, 
Mr Clinton speaking directly 
with Mr Bruton last Thursday 
and Mr Lake with Dick 
Spring, the Irish Foreign Min¬ 
ister. last Saturday. 

One senior administration 
official said the US had been 
"supportive, encouraging, of¬ 
fering ideas that could be 
helpfol, offering to help pro¬ 
vide feedback to the various 
parties on what we thought 
was a reasonable proposal". 
The US had helped to "stimu¬ 
late creative thinking". 

America’s involvement is 
now more important than 
ever. Mr Clinton has won 
Sinn Fein's trust He must 
now use that trust to persuade 
Sinn Fein to endorse the twin- 
track agreement. 

missioning of arms. Instead it 
will advise on a suitable', 
method. London has accepted' 
that Sinn Fein can raise what' 
it likes with the commission. 

The preliminary talks pro¬ 
cess has been widened to allow 
the Unionists to talk about 
their plan for an elected as¬ 
sembly and Sinn Fein about 
other confidence-building 
measures. It is here that they 
might be asked to produce 
other evidence of their good 
faith, such as halting punish¬ 
ment beatings. 
Q: Why a deal now? 
A: Because President Clinton 
was about to arrive. In the 
summer he said he did not 
want to go to Belfast just to 
switch on the Christmas tree. 
Dublin was desperate to get. 
an agreement before he arri-, 
ved to enable him to continue’ 
the backstairs pressure tin . 
Sinn Fein. Sinn Fein’s surpris¬ 
ingly favourable response late. 
on Tuesday and early yester¬ 
day spoke volumes. 
Q: Does Mr Clinton back 
Washington Three? 
A: In private, possibly. Public¬ 
ly to ally himself with it would, 
be to take London’s side. :'l 
Q: Will the Unionists boycott 
the preparatory talks? 
A: No. They will talk to the two> 
Governments about their as¬ 
sembly proposals. But they 
will not sit down with Sinn". 
Fein. 
Q: Will the February target be 
met? 
A: Unlikely. Only a massive 
change of attitudes on all sides'.. 
would allow round-table talks 
to get under way by then.. • - 
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CLINTON VISIT 3 

Yawning gap in American President’s charisma gives security guards an easy day 

Monumental 
motorcade 

underwhelms 
Londoners 

By aian Hamilton and James Landale 

' OU can tell when the eagle 
has landed. A motorcade the 
length of a train zips through 
the bleary traffic and nobody 
takes a blind bit of notice, 
except to swear at the hold¬ 
ups. 

h takes charisma in spades 
to draw Londoners to the 
crush barriers to gawp at a 
foreign dignitary- Pope John 
Paul tt and Mikhail Gorb¬ 
achev were the last visitors 
with it. The 42nd President of 
the United States, who is 
known to his security men as 
Eagle”, hasn't got it. really. 

The cmwds watching ms 
noisy progress yesterday were 
a touch on the thin side. 

Air Force One deposited Bill 
anti Hillary at 7.07am at the 
far side of Heathrow where 
paying passengers never go. A 
helicopter immediately whis¬ 
ked them to the official 
residence of Admiral William 
J. Crowe, the US Ambassador, 
in Regent’s Park, where they 
had a little under an hour to 
freshen up before a day of 
talks with John Major, a 
courtesy call on the Queen, a 
meeting with Tony Blair, and 

President Clinton will 
perform with the Betfast- ‘ 
born singer Van Morri¬ 
son, above, today after 
switching on the city’s. 
Christmas lights (David Sin¬ 
clair writes)- like the 
President, Morrison' Is an 
occasional saxophonist. 
He is also graft cagey, noto¬ 
riously irascible and one 
of the most distinctive ang¬ 
ers the United Kingdom 
has produced. He celebrated 
his 50th birthday this year 
with a top-five album, Days 
like This. His new al¬ 
bum. How long Has This 
Been Going On?, is re¬ 
leased on Monday. 

a reception and dinner at 
Downing Street 

But first the Clintons 
boarded their motorcade of 17 
vehicles, including a personal 
ambulance and a security 
vehicle bristling with domes 
and aerials. The Clintons rode 
in the second car, a vast black 
Cadillac with the flags of the 
US and of the President flut¬ 
tering at the wings. If they are 
so paranoid about the Presi¬ 
dent's security, why do they 
advertise him so blatantly? 

Their first stop was at 
Westminster Abbey shortly 
before 9am. where they were 
met by John and Norma 
Major and laid a wreath at the 
tomb of the unknown soldier. 

Shaved, breakfasted and 
clearly recovered from any 
lingering Jet lag, the President 
decided to attempt a walk¬ 
about. It was drizzling a bit, 
which was not a good omen. 

Bill. Hillary and John 
struck off across the street in 
the direction of Central Hall, 
surrounded by at least 70 
security men and a huge pack 
of journalists. If was rather 
like the picture of George 
Washington surrounded by a 
phalanx of protection against 
King George's Redcoats. 

Mr Clinton waved a lot. 
signed an occasional auto¬ 
graph for startled passers-by, 
and talked to a pair of tourists, 
who by some miraculous coin¬ 
cidence turned out to be Bob 
Mulholland and Kelly Can- 
dale, Democratic Party activ¬ 
ists from California. Their 
banner, “We love you. Clin¬ 
ton", may have given the game 
away. “Hi," the President said, 
several times. 

He then found himself con¬ 
fronting a television camera 
and reporter, and instantly 
steeled himself for a searching 
question on Northern Ireland. 
It came at race. “What Mr 
President is your favourite 
Beatles number?" The Presi¬ 
dent did not answer, and his 
fixed smile remained impecca- - 
bly untroubled. Mr Major, 
however, could not contain a 
bit of a snigger. 

The monrent was saved by 
some cheery building workers 
digging an enormous hole for 
the Jubilee Line extenikm. 
“Hi, Bill," they shouted. At 
this undemanding approach, 
Mr Q in ton went up and 
shook their hands. 

“He's got a good firm hand¬ 
shake," Paul Wydenbach, 28. 
reported afterwards. “Obvi¬ 
ously he’s no tart" 

President Clinton during his walkabout in the drizzle at Westminster, where he met children from the American School in St John’s Wood, north London 

Mrs Clinton and Mrs Major at Westminster Abbey 

Determined First Lady refuses 
to take second billing to Bill 

By Alice Thomson, political reporter 

HILLARY CLINTON swept 
into a rain-drenched London 
yesterday, bringing with her 
an army of aides, diplomats, 
journalists and her husband, 
the President of the United 
States. 

The First Lady had hardly 
got off Mr Force One before 
she was making dear that she 
was hoe in her own right and 
would not make do with a 
little Smalltalk with the wives 
and being a dothes horse. 

Dressed in steely royal 
blue, with her hair pulled 
back in a chic bun, she glared 
as a reporter asked her who 
her designer was. She looked 
even more horrified when 
someone asked her why she 
had not bought her cat Socks 
to meet Humphrey, his 
Downing Street equivalent 
She finally smiled when she 
has handed a vast bunch of 
flowers. 

Bill and Hillary spent a 
quick hour with Norma and 
John touring Westminster 
Abbey before the foursome 
broke up. Last time Mrs 
Clinton came to Britain she 
was excluded from the bilater¬ 
al summit at Chequers. This 
time she had come to do some 
serious networking. 

Everyone had been warned 

that she loathes meeting 
“salon women". Thus a list of 
20 of Britain’s most eminent 
females had been chosen to 
meet her. Gillian Shephard, 
the Education Secretary, was 
a guest of honour and others 
included Baroness Black- 
stone. the Labour peer. Sue 
MacGregor, presenter of To¬ 
day on Radio 4. Judith New¬ 
man, a literature professor 
from Newcastle University, 
Sue Slipman. director of the 
National Training and Enter¬ 
prise Council, and Ruth Ev¬ 
ans. the director of the 
National Consumer Council. 

The women gathered round 
a table in the state dining 
room of die American Ambas¬ 
sador's residence in Regent’s 
Park and Mrs Clinton told 
them “It would be of great 
interest to me to trade 
thoughts or ideas you might 
have about common interests, 
particularly among women. 

“I try to do this in every 
country I visit and I always 
come away thinking we have 
so much more in common 
than the things which sepa¬ 
rate us.” 

She then picked her hus¬ 
band up from 10 Downing 
Sheet and they headed to the 
Houses of Parliament for his 

PC Midlio: invitation to 
meet the President 

address. Later the couple 
went for tea with the Queen at 
Buckingham Palace. 

In the evening Mrs Clinton 
attended the dinner at 
Downing Street and invited 
her long-lost cousin David 
HowelL a pensioner from 
Exeter, for cocktails. Also 
there was PC Laurie Muflin, 
who had shown Mr and Mrs 
Clinton and their daughter, 
Chelsea, around the Com¬ 
mons six years ago. 

PC Muhin, 58. of Barking, 
east London, said the invita¬ 
tion to attend the reception at 
the American Ambassador’s 

residence came out of the 
blue. “In 19851 took a family 
from Arkansas round the 
Commons. They happened to 
be friends of the Clintons and 
so they gave him my name 
when he came over here some 
years before he went to die 
White House." 
□ As first ladies their styles 
could not be more different. 
Norma Major prefers to take 
the hack seat, staying in the 
country and writing biogra¬ 
phies of opera singers. Hilla- S Clinton is a potent political 

roe in her own right On 
sartorial matters, however, 
both women are as one (Julia 
Llewellyn Smith writes). 

Yesterday, they showed an 
enthusiastic appreciation of 
the frumpy “geek rfric” which 
die fashion world attempted 
to foist upon die public at die 
last collections. 

Mrs Clinton, obviously 
wary of the British winter, 
had chosen to wrap herself in 
what looked like an old. car 
blanket, her chest snugly pro¬ 
tected by a violet polo neck. 
Mrs Major sported a cream 
silk, double-breasted jacket 
and charcoal skirt 

Both women’s skirls fell 
exactly on the knee, an ultnt- 
fashienable length. Black 
sheer tights and court shoes 
completed the ensembles. 
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Judge bans further publicity over boy in kidnap disputes 

Father who 
abducted 

his son wins 
custody fight 

By Richard Duce 

OLIVER MALKIN, the 14- 
year-old boy at the centre of an 
acrimonious custody battle 
that has seen him kidnapped 
at least three times, will be 
allowed to stay with his father, 
a judge ruled yesterday. 

Peter Malkin, who once 
abducted his son and took him 
to Egypt, was granted custody 
because Oliver's natural 
mother. Elisa Pridmore, 38, 
recently died from cancer. 
Oliver has since been living 
with her relatives. He will 
remain a ward of court. 

After a two-hour closed 
hearing at the High Court in 
London yesterday the judge 
called reporters into the court 
tu prohibit the publication or 
soliciting of information about 
the case. 

Mr Justice Kirkwood said: 
"Following upon the untimely 
and tragic death of Oliver's 
mother on the 12th of October 
the decision has been taken 
that Oliver will make his 
home with his father. That 
derision accords with Oliver's 
own wishes. It also accords 
with advice the court has 
received as to how Oliver's 
welfare may best be served. 

Though living with his 
father. Oliver will remain in 
close contact, by regular visits, 
with members of his late 
mother's family. They are 
dear to him. 

“These are gravely distress¬ 
ing days for Oliver as he 
mounts his mother and faces 
up to making major adjust¬ 
ments in every aspect of his 
life. Recent publicity has been 
particularly upsetting for him. 
Any further publicity about 
these matters beyond this 

short statement would be di¬ 
sastrous. Both publication and 
the soliciting of information by 
anyone about this case are 
prohibited by statute and by 
order of this court" 

Mr Malkin, 55. runs a 
country dub near Canterbury. 
His refusal to accept that his 
former wife should have custo¬ 
dy of Oliver began after they 
divorced in 1989. She remar¬ 
ried and moved to France. 
Oliver was once found hidden 
in the attic of Mr Malkin's 
home after he had been miss¬ 
ing for 19 months. Mr Malkin 
took his son again after he 
stepped off a bus in France. 

The pair were cm the run for 
two months before they were 
traced to Egypt in 1993. Mr 
Malkin later served eight 
months of an 18-month jail 
sentence for contempt of court 
He said recently that he had 
made his peace with his ex- 
wife before she died during an 
emotional meeting in Ton¬ 
bridge Wells. Oliver had come 
over from France with his 
mother and stepfather and Mr 
Malkin was joined by his 
girlfriend Kate Donnelly. 

“We all held hands. There 
were a lot of tears all round as 
well as kind thoughts and 
words," Mr Malkin said at the 
time. “Oliver knew his mum 
was going to die. But he was so 
happy to see his father and 
mother make it up before she 
died. I'd have given anything 
to have been reunited with 
Oliver under different circum¬ 
stances. This way there are no 
winners. Everyone will have 
lost something." 

He made no comment after 
the hearing yesterday. 

Footballer fined for 
possessing heroin 

A PROFESSIONAL footballer 
arrested in - an undercover 
police operation was fined 
£500 yesterday for possessing 
heroin. Anthony Fbmigan. 
who plays for third division 
Fulham, was sitting in the 
back of what he later learnt 
was an unmarked police car 
when officers arrested him. 

One kilogram of heroin 
worth £100,000 was found in 
the vehicle. A drugs courier, 
Susan Ellis, 27, who was also 
there, was later jailed for 4h 
years for possession with in¬ 
tent to supply. Finnigan was 
acquitted of the charge but 

admitted possessing 035 
grams of the drug. 

Ian Darling, for the prose¬ 
cution, told Southwark Crown 
Court during the player's trial 
earlier tills month that 
Finnigan told police the drug 
was for personal use. The 
court heard that Finnigan was 
arrested as he allegedly joined 
Ellis in trying to sell the one- 
kilogram consignment to an 
officer posing as a dealer. 

Outside court, Finnigan. 33, 
of Tulse Hill, south London, 
said he would be 
the incident to the 
Association. 
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Let coma patient 
die with dignify, 
doctor asks court 

By A Staff Reporter 

A WOMAN who suffered 
brain damage alter a drug 
overdose almost four years 
ago should be allowed to die 
“peacefully and with dignity”, 
her doctor told a court yester¬ 
day. Dr lain O'Brien said that 
Janet Johnstone, 52. had irrep¬ 
arable brain damage and no 
hope of recovery. 

The Court of Session in 
Edinburgh is hearing an ap¬ 
plication by Law NHS Trust 
Hospital. Strathclyde, backed 
by Mrs Johnstone* family, for 
permission to remove the feed¬ 
ing tube keeping her alive. 

The judge. Lord Cameron of 
Lochbroom, was told that Mrs 
Johnstone was taken to hospi¬ 
tal on January 14. 1992, after 
taking a cocktail of drugs. She 
told (he doctor on duty that 
“she had been unhappy for 
a long time and was very 
nervous*. 

She had a seizure lasting 
about ten minutes and suf¬ 
fered another before she was 
transferred to another hospi¬ 
tal for further treatment Dr 
O'Brien said that by the time 
she returned to Law Hospital 
she had suffered brain dam¬ 

age. Since then. she had been 
kept alive with intensive nurs¬ 
ing. She could breathe unaid¬ 
ed. but was Ted through a tube 
in her nose: 

Dr O’Brien, a neurologist 
said she was in a persistent 
vegetative state. “In view of 
the absence of any improve¬ 
ment in her levd of conscious¬ 
ness. ii is dear that the 
prognosis is hopeless." 

In March 1993 he spoke to 
Mrs Johnstone’s husband 
Peter and daughter Linda 
about the possibility of allow¬ 
ing her to die. Hie daughter 
reluctantly accepted the ad¬ 
vice, but Mr Johnstone said he 
hoped his wife would recover. 
Finally in February 1994 the 
relatives said they were now in 
favour of removing the feed¬ 
ing tube. 

Dr Richard Metcalfe, a 
consultant neurologist at 
Glasgow Southern General 
Hospital, who was called in 
for a second opinion, said he 
knew of no case where there 
had been an improvement in a 
patient who had been in such 
a stale for so long. The case 
continues today. 
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Assisted places subsidy excludes prep schools 
By John O’Leary 

EDUCATION EDITOR 

PREPARATORY schools were un¬ 
expectedly excluded from plans 
announced yesterday to extend state 
subsidies to independent school 
children under die age of 11. 

John Major has promised to 
double the 30,000 places in the 
Assisted Places Scheme for children 
from low-income families. An extra 
£11 million was allocated to the 
programme in Tuesday’s Budget. 

Tlie existing places, which are 
restricted to 11-year-olds and above 
at some 300 independent schools. 

have never been fully taken up. 
Preparatory schools had been ex¬ 
pected to join the scheme to ensure 
that the shortfall did not continue. 

However, under-lls will qualify 
only in the junior departments of 
all-through independent schools, 
Gillian Shephard, the Education 
and Employment Secretary, an¬ 
nounced. She said she expected 
most new places to be provided —■ as 
at present — for 11-year-olds. Some 
250 indeppident schools have been 
invited to join the scheme, including 
specialist music and ballet schools. 

The decision enraged preparatory 
school heads, who will discuss their 

response at a meeting today. John 
Morris, the general secretary of the 
incorporated Association of Prepa¬ 
ratory Schools, said: “l shall be very 
surprised if our council does not 
express disappointment on the part 
of the four fifths of members who 
would have welcomed the opportu¬ 
nity to participate in the scheme." 

About 100 TAPS members will 
benefit from the extension as junior 
departments of independent 
schools. But the remaining 400 will 
face extra competition for pupils 
from schools able to offer subsidised 
places. 

Labour has pledged to phase out 

assisted places, which it says are 
divisive and elitist, and to use the 
money to cut class sizes. The scheme 
currently costs £107 million a year. 

David Bhinkett, the Shadow Edu¬ 
cation Secretary, accused Mrs 
Shephard of badcfradting on the 
Prime Minister's pledge. “At this 
rate, the doubting of assisted places 
will take the best part of a decade to 
achieve. The simple fact is that all of 
die places have never been filled 
since the scheme began." 

However, Mrs Shephard said in 
a parliamentary written answer 
that the pace of expansion would 
depend “on the supply of eligible 

high-quality {daces and on parental 
demand". 

The extra £1! million to be spent 
on the scheme next year could fund 
about 3,000 more places, based cm 
an average cost of £3,500 per year. 
Independent schools welcomed the 
move as a “bold initiative". David 
Smith, .headmaster of Bradford 
Grammar School and chairman of 
the Independent Schools Joint 
Council's Assisted Places Commit¬ 
tee, said: “The Government has 
moved with commendable speed to 
expand the scheme and it can expect 
a positive response.” 

The Independent Schools Infor¬ 

mation Service says demand for 
assisted places far exceeds supply, 
and expects schools to be keen to 
take up the extra places the Govern¬ 
ment is funding. As well a* uicreas- 
ing the 293 schools presently w me 
scheme, ministers plan to oner 
njanes in smaller sixth forms. At 
present, they have to contain at least 

60 pupils. . 3 , 
Mis Shephard also hinted that 

the means test for parents may be 
relaxed. She said that she would 
“consider any representations on 
these matters”. . . . 
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Officials 
play down 
meningitis 
outbreaks 

By Edward Gorman 

THE Public Health Laborato¬ 
ry attempted yesterday to reas~ 
su re parents that there is not a 
nationwide epidemic of men¬ 
ingitis, after a new case was 
reported at a school in west 
London involving a 16-year- 
old girl. 

The girl, from the Godol- 
phin and Latymer School in 
Hammersmith, was admitted 
to St Thomas's Hospital at the 
weekend. The case follows the 
deaths of five people in a 
“cluster” outbreak of the dis¬ 
ease in Lincoln and the death 
on Monday of a university 
student in Leeds. 

Staff at Godotphin and 
Latymer. an independent 
girls’ school with 700 pupils 
between II and 18, said there 
had been no panic among the 
girls or parents. The girl is out 
of danger and likely to be 
home by Christmas. 

Margaret Rudland, the 
Head Mistress, has written to 
all parents, enclosing a letter 
from a consultant in commu¬ 
nicable disease control at 
Hammersmith and Ealing 
Health Authority, advising 
them to be on the alert for 
early symptoms. 

Officials at the Public 
Health Laboratory at Col in¬ 
dale. north London, said in¬ 
stances of the disease reported 
in recent weeks were not 
above the seasonal norm. “We 
get an increase every winter.” 
a spokeswoman said. “The 
clustering is also a phenome¬ 
non you see with meningococ¬ 
cal disease and a pattern we 
have seen in previous 
winters.” 

Journalist says 
MP was eyeing 
men in gay pub 

DAVID HARTLEY 

By Michael Horsneu. 

THE Conservative MP David 
Ashby was spotted by a jour¬ 
nalist looking at young men in 
a well-known London gay 
haunt the High Court was 
told yesterday. After discover¬ 
ing that Andrew Pierce of The 
Times would be appearing as 
a witness against him in a libel 
case, the MP for Leicestershire 
North West approached the 
reporter and called him a liar, 
the court was told. 

Mr Ashby is suing The 
Sunday Times for libel over 
an allegation that he is homo¬ 
sexual. Mr Ashby, 55. denied 
being in the Queen'S Head in 
Tryon Street Chelsea, on the 
night of December 14,1991. 

Richard Hartley, QC, coun¬ 
sel for The SundayTimes, said 
Mr Pierce, who had worked at 
the House of Commons for 
nearly two years, would say in 
evidence that the MP was in 
one of London's “oldest and 
best known gay pubs" be¬ 
tween 8-30 and 9JO that.night 
Men could be seen holding 
hands and the bar staff were 
obviously gay. he said. 

Mr Hartley asked Mr 
Ashby: “You were casually 
dressed in a dark anorak-type 
jacket without a hood. You 
had a pint in your hand and 
you were wandering around 
looking at younger men. Is 
any of that true?" 

Mr Ashby said that at the 
time he was in his constituen¬ 
cy though he accepted he had 
twice visited the pub, onoe 
with his wife and married 
friends, and onoe on a hot day 
when he sat outside. “Whether 

it's a gay pub, I don’t know, 
but your solicitors have shown 
me a homosexual guide to 
London — I didn’t know such 
things existed — which shows 
it’s a homosexual pub. and I 
think 1 must accept that," Mr 
Ashby said. 

He said he had met Mr 
Pierce four weeks ago at a 
reception to mark publication 
of Great Parliamentary Scan¬ 
dals by Matthew Parris of The 
Times, a former MP, “in 
which. 1 regret 1 feature”. 

Mr Ashby added: "I accept¬ 
ed an invitation to the recep¬ 
tion and I there met Mr 
Andrew Pierce whom I discov¬ 
ered on opening the book was 
an assistant editor of the book. 
1 went up to him and said, 
'You are the person who is 
going to tie about me'.” 

He told the jury that he 
regretted having said such a 
thing because it was nasty and 
because, as a criminal barris¬ 
ter, he realised how “fragile” 
identification evidence can be. 
He went up to Mr Pierce 
again, apologised and sug¬ 
gested that they should have a 
drink or dinner together when 
the case was over. 

The- MP is suing The Sun¬ 
day Times and its former 
Editor Andrew NeO over an 
article in January 1994 alleg¬ 
ing that he had spent a holiday 
in Goa with a male friend. Die 
newspaper accepts the report 
was untrue but maintains Mr 
Ashby is a homosexual who 
had an affair with a man and 
is lying in denying it 

The case continues. 

Baron, the police horse, recovering with Jo Alcraft at the Blue Cross animal centre at Burford, Oxfordshire 

Horse saved from animal sanctuary 
A METROPOLITAN police 
horse that regularly paraded 
at the Changing of the Guard 
has recovered after enduring 
weeks of neglect at an animat 
sanctuary where it was sent 
into retirement (Richard Duce 
writes). 

After 18 years’ service Bar¬ 
on. a 16-hand Irish Hunter, 
was put out to grass with the 
Joanne Long Memorial Trust 
animal chanty. 

The animal, which paraded 
on the Prince and Princess of 
Wales* wedding day, was 
rescued in a stricken condition 
from a remote Welsh hillside 

by the RSPCA. It has now 
been nursed back after horri¬ 
fied officers discovered its fate 
over several weeks at the 
hands of Steve Corsiiu, a 
trustee of the animal charity. 

Baron was found up to his 
fetlocks in mud and his coat 
covered in sores and lice. 

Last month Corsini was 
convicted on 28 charges of 
causing unnecessary suffering 
to animals. He was sentenced 
to 240 hours’ community ser¬ 
vice, ordered to pay £1,000 and 
banned from keeping horses, 
ponies and cattle for ten years 
by Camarthen magistrates. Baron pictured by RSPCA vets when he was fotind 

Inquiry call 

into petrol 

price war 
More than 6.000 petrol sta¬ 
tions could be forml oat of 
business over the next two 
wars because they are m the 
crossfire of a price war be- 
tween Esso and supermarket 

chains. 
told yesterday. The Petrol 
Retailers* Association, which 
represents independent nffing 
stations, is demanding a Mo¬ 
nopolies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission inquiry- It says tte 
closure of so many petrol 
stations would result m 
50.000 lost jobs. The main 
orset for the retailers coro- 
pStot is Esso's “PrittWatch” 
campaign which has lea to 
price cuts of up to lOp a litre. 

Calais escape 
Two British ferries trapped by 
a dock strike escaped from 
Calais last night- The crew of 
the Stena Invicta cut their 
own mooring ropes, while 
p&O’s Pride of Bruges called 
in local police to force workers 
to handle the ship and to 
allow it to sail. Dockers are 
defying an injunction. 

Travel news, pages 40 & 42 

Jobcentres strike 
A strike by thousands of 
jobcentre staff will go ahead 
today after talks aimed at 
settling a pay dispute broke 
down yesterday. The Civil 
and Public Services Associ¬ 
ation said jobcentres across 
die country would dose for 
the day because of the walk¬ 
out which will also hit unem¬ 
ployment benefit offices. 

Liar sentenced 
A sex attacker who was found - 
to have lied to a judge that he' 
was a Falkland;* veteran had 
his prison sentence increased 
from 27 months to three yean 
ai Cardiff Crown Court yester¬ 
day. Former Welsh Guards? 
man Phillip Edwards. 36, of 
Rhondda, claimed he was a 
survivor of the attack on the 
landing ship Sir Galahad. . 

Royal rugby cap 
The Princess Royal's son 
Peter Phillips, 18. will win his 
first Scotland rugby cap next 
month, after Fergie Glad¬ 
stone. great-great-grandson of 
the former prime minister, 
suffered a leg injury. He . 
makes his debut for the naL , 
ional schools side against 
France at Goldenacre, Edin¬ 
burgh, on December 22. 
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A cheaper mortgage 
and no legal fees 

when you transfer to 
Direct Line. 

It must be Christmas. 
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How's this for a Christmas 

present: if you call Direct Line 

before the end of January and. 

complete the transfer of your 

existing mortgage to us 

using our solicitors package, 

0181 649 9099 

MORTGAGES 

0161 831 9099 

we'll pay your legal tecs for you. 

Of course with no legal fees to 

pay you start saving the second 

the transfer is complete. So call 
a 

Direct Line now and look 

forward to a happy Christmas. 

0141 221 9099 
LONDON MANCHESTER GLASGOW 

CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. TT13 
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THIS TIME NEXT YEAR 
THEY'LL REMEMBER 

WHAT YOU GAVE THEM 
FOR CHRISTMAS. 

SHARP ZQ 1250A 
ELECTRONIC ORGANISER 

* 34K memory • Telephone address file 

• Scfwdidfl/mema/flxpense • Clock 

£3749 

CASIO DC7500A DATA BANK 
• Stares 500 names and numbers 

• 2 Telephone Directories • Clock and 

World lime • Currency conversion 

£27.49 

OREGON AM399C 
ELECTRONIC ORGANISER 

34K memory • 3 Telephone Directories 

* Expanse • Memo • To Do • Calculator 
• ttock • World time • Intra-red transfer 

£34.99 

NEW CASIO CSF-7950 
COLOUR ORGANISER 

• 128K memory 

£139.99 
Also available: 

CASIO CSF-4650 (naf shown) 
■ 64K memory 

£79.99 

if you know someone , ; * 

wilfi o brain tike a sieve, cure their 

problem this Cfirfstmas 

twith our wide range; of electronic 

organisers. 

ELECTRONIC ORGANISERS 

AVAILABLE FROM 

£9.99 fo £399 

ALL THE LATEST MODELS 

AND TOP BRANDS 

RYMAN'S 

PRICE PROMISE: 

if you con buy cheaper 

at any local retail shop wijhir 

7 days of parchase 

we will refund the difference. 

For details of your local store cal|^ 

FREEPHONE 
0800 663300 
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British I Feuding grandfathers return to court in case of the ever-growing cypress I Falconer 

campaign 
improves 

safety 
on ferries 

By Jonathan Prynn 

transport correspondent 

ALL Channel ferry operators 
are to be forced io improve the 
stability of rheir ships after the 
French government dropped 
opposition to British-backed 
proposals for a new safety 
standard. 

Representatives of seven 
West European nations, in¬ 
cluding Italy, Spain and the 
Scandinavian countries as 
well as Britain and France, 
will meet in Sweden nexr week 
to agree the terms. They will 
require roll-on, roll-off ferries 
to be able to.stay afloat in 
rough seas even with up to 
50cm (20in) of sea water on the 
car deck. 

Existing standards make no 
reference to water on the car 
deck, which caused the Her- 
old of Free Enterprise to 
capsize within minutes off 
Zuebrugge. and the Estonia to 
sink in the Baltic, with the loss 
of more than 1.000 lives. 

The move, requiring struc¬ 
tural changes such as car-deck 
bulkheads, follows the failure 
of the UN’s Internationa] 
Maritime Organisation to set 
a global standard on water on 
the car deck at its conference 
in London, which ended yes¬ 
terday. The standard set by 
the breakaway group of seven 
nations is expected to apply to 
all 70 of the roll-on. roll-off 
ferries which are operating at 
British ports. 

Agreement would repre¬ 
sents a victory for the British i 

Government. The French had 
said that British-backed pro¬ 
posals had "no technical foun¬ 
dation*' and would create a 
precedent that would seriously 
hamper world trade. 

A compromise was readied 
after days of tough negotia¬ 
tion. It averts the threat of 
French ships being banned 
from British ports for not 
reaching die required safety 
levels. 

The new rules will probably 
be introduced over the nexr 
four years at a cost of up to 
£350 million. The main British 
operators have always insist¬ 
ed they would comply with 
whatever safety standards 
were set. but they were deeply 
suspicious of any standards 
that would not also apply to 
French ships. 

The expected new rule is 
aimed at giving passengers 
enough time to evacuate a ship 
which is holed below die water 
line and has water on its car 
deck. Naval experts are wor¬ 
ried that the ships would be 
unstable. . 

In their evidence to the 
Commons Transport Select 
Committee on ferry safety last 
year, the Institute of Naval 
Architects said that three out 
of four ferries would “sink like 
a stone" if water got on their 
car decks. 

Neighbours refuse 
to bury hatchet 

in hedge dispute 

OAvin jones 

By Dominic Kennedy 

TWO grandfathers whose war 
over a fast-growing hedge has‘ 
become one of Britain's long¬ 
est neighbourhood disputes 

1 returned to court yesterday as 
unswerving as ever. 

The majesty of the law. in 
the shape of Mr Recorder 
Wolton. QC two barristers, 
two solicitors, a derk. usher 

i and arboriculturists hired by 
each side, gathered in 
Birmingham County Court 
for two days of legal argumenr 
over the pruning without per¬ 
mission of a 25ft cypress 
hedgerow. 

Of the parties to the dispute 
only the hedge was missing, 
but portraits of the monster as 
it continued its upwardly mo¬ 
bile progress were described 
by the judge as very helpfuL 
The four-year legal battle, 
which is likely to cost £65.000, 
follows the lopping of 9ft from 
the top of the cypress by 
Michael Jones. 67, a retired 
teacher, after it reached 25ft 
His neighbour Bernard Stan¬ 
ton. 87. a retired civil engineer, 
is seeking £30,000 damages 
for trespass and damage to the 
hedge. 

The saga began in 1971 
when Mr Jones and his wife 
moved into a new house built 
on the Boumville Village 
Trust estate in Selly Oak. 
Birmingham, the site of the 
model 19th-century commun¬ 
ity created by George Cadbury 
for his workers. Before the 
new house was built. Mr 
Stanton, who had lived there 
since 1947, had a view of a field 
of ponies and an open-air 
communal swimming pool, 
now filled in. 

Mr Stanton planted ten tiny. 

Choirboy asks court 
for classic ruling 

A CHOIRBOY is taking the 
compilers of the classical al¬ 
bum charts to court over then- 
refusal to admit his debut solo 
album on the ground that 
choirboy music is not “auto¬ 
matically classical". 

Anthony Way. 12, and his 
record company Permanent 
Records are seeking judicial 
review of the derision in the 
High Court. This will be the 
first time that Chart Informa¬ 
tion Network, which com¬ 
piles the charts, has been 
challenged in the courts. 

Anthony, a pupil at St 
Paul’s Cathedral Choir 
School in London, said yester¬ 
day he was upset and shocked 
by the derision to exclude The 

Choirboy from the classical 
charts. “I am classically 
trained and I have a treble 
vince. which you can’t use for 
anything except classical 
music;" he said. “If my record 
is not classical then what is it? 
IFs hardly rode music" 

The album is Anthony’s 
second. The first, featuring 
him singing the soundtrack to 
the television series The 
Choir, reached the top of the 
classical charts earlier this 
year and was also a hit in the 
pop charts. 

John Leonard of Perma¬ 
nent Records said it was 
absurd that the new album, 
which has already sold 
28,000 copies in a week, has 

Bernard Stanton on his 
way to court yesterday 

innocent-looking shrubs on 
the border where his garden 
backs on to his neighbour's, 
selecting Cupressus Teylandii. 

■ the fastest-growing breed of 
conifer, which can reach 100ft 
in about 30 years. 

The Joneses, who are keen 
gardeners, admired the hedge 
at first, watering it through 
the drought of 1975 and treat¬ 
ing it to Mr Jones’s special 
recipe compost. 

But when the hedge reached 
25ft the portly Mr Jones — in 
a series of arthritic dawn raids 
— began trimming the cypress 
to relieve the gloomy shadow 
cast over his own cherished 
garden display of fuchsias, 
lobelias and dwarf conifers. 
Mr Stanton took out an in¬ 
junction and claimed damages 
in 1991. Two years later a court 
ruled that Mr Janes had the 
right to maintain, replace and 
repair the hedge. 

At a Court of Appeal hear¬ 
ing last year Lady Justice 
Butier-Sloss upheld that deri¬ 

sion. saying: “These two elder¬ 
ly gentlemen should really 
bring their unhappy dispute to 
an end as soon as possible." 
The case was sent back to 
Birmingham, where tattle re¬ 
sumed yesterday. 

Much of the day was spent 
in cross-examining Roy Finch, 
the arboriculturist hired by 
Mr Stanton. The unfortunate 
Mr Finch predicted in 19S9 
that the hedge would soon fall 
prey to disease and die 
bemuse of the way it had beat 
cut by Mr Jones. 

Because of the length of the 
litigation, he has returned to 
the witness stand in time to see 
his prediction prove spectacu¬ 
larly inaccurate. On his way to 
court yesterday, Mr Finch 
visited Selly Oak and stood in 
the middle of the hedge to 
discover it had continual its 
vigorous growth to more than 
22ft. almost as high as when 
Mr Jones first reached for his 
pruning shears. 

Philip Kremen, barrister for 
Mr Janes, pulled apart Mr 
Finch’s expert evidence as 
confidently as if he was pluck¬ 
ing leaves from a twig. “You 
have been surprised if not 
astonished at the resilience 
and growth of these trees since 
you last saw them,” he told Mr 
Finch, who conceded that he 
was. 

Mr Kremen: "Your fore¬ 
casts at every stage of this case 
have proved to be wrong, 
haven’t they?" Mr Finch: “On 
the growth of the trees, yes." 

On their resilience. Mr 
Finch conceded he had been 
wrong. On their susceptibility 
to disease, he agreed he had 
been wrong so far. 

To prove how carefully his 
dient would have cut the trees, 

Way: shocked that his 
record was excluded 

been excluded. He said the 
album indudes a higher per¬ 
centage of classical works 
than the first “This derision 
has caused tremendous con¬ 
fusion as the, retailers arc 
patting The Choirboy in the 
classical sections but it is not 
in tiie classical chart" 

- 
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Maureen and Michael Jones are dwarfed by the hedge behind their garden 

Mr Kremen played his trump 
card: "Did you know that Mr 
Jones has won the garden 
competition of the Boumville 
Trust in 1993 and 199ST 

Mr Finch replied: “1 have 
had no contact with Mr Jones 
— no 1 wasn't aware of that” 

Mr Stanton, magnificently un¬ 
bending and unsmiling at the 
back of the court, made a 
strange hissing sigh. 

Mr Jones, who is writing a 

the case (an arboriculturist 
cost him up to £33 an hour 
in the early stages) sat two 
places from Mr Stanton’s son 
Paul, 55, who was convicted 

book entitled Defence of the of hitting him four years 
Boundary to replace the life ago. 
savings he has spent fighting The case continues. 

guilty of 
keeping 

two eagles 
A FALCONER was convicted 
yesterday of illegally possess¬ 
ing. two rare golden eagles. 
Keith Sweefman was given a 
conditional discharge by mag¬ 
istrates who decided against 
fining him after being told that 
would bring an automatic ban 
from keeping protected birds 
for five years. He was ordered 
to pay £500 court costs. 

Sweetman, of Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire, 
was convicted under the 1981 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
of possessing the two female 
golden eagles on September 16 
last year. 

Magistrates at Aylesbury 
were told that the two birds 
were found in aviaries at 
Sweetman’s former home by 
police after a tip-off from 
Department of Environment 
officials. Sweetman. 52. who 
denied the charge, claimed the 
seven-week-old ducks had 
been left on the doorstep by a 
stranger and he had tried to 
get them registered with the 
department. 

After the case he said: "1 am 
disappointed but relieved at 
the low penalty and the fort I 
am not banned from keeping 
birds. 1 wouldn't advise any¬ 
one to take in birds, no matter 
who they are, because of what 
happened to me.” 

Sweetman, a falconer for 34 
years and founder of the 
Federation for the Protection 
of Falconers, told the court 
that be notified the depart¬ 
ment of the find within a week 
so the birds could be returned. 
He had received no reply. He 
claimed that he was being 
victimised, and the depart¬ 
ment wanted to get him 
banned. But Peter Tooke, for 
the prosecution, said the birds 
were offspring of two different 
mothers and could not have 
been chance finds. 

Robin Duprcez. for the 
defence, skid his client's only 
wrongdoing had been that he 
had not contacted the depart¬ 
ment quickly enough. 

Boy of 3 died in jet ski accident 
A FATHER told an inquest yesterday that 
his three-year-old son died in a flooded 
gravel pit after being thrown from a jet ski 
they were both riding. 

Aarome Bessasa-Grant spent up to 
seven minutes in the water after tiie jet ski 
ran out of control Kevon Jobson. his 
father, tried to resuscitate him, but he 
died later in hospital, the inquest in 
Oxford was told. 

Mr Jobson had not been wearing a 
lifejacket and was trespassing with 
friends at Drayton Lake in Bermsfield. 
Oxfordshire. He said he had taken the jet 
ski for a test ride before going out again 
with Aarome, who was known as Charlie, 
wedged between his legs. He planned to 
ride slowly to protect the boy. 

“I rode too slowly into a comer, causing 
tiie jet ski to capsize with me and my son,” 
Mr Jobson, of Oxford, said. “I did not 
realise that when the jet ski was running 
slow it did not have tiie necessary 
momentum. When it .capsized me and 

Charlie surfaced apart from one another. 
I was treading water and was fully 
clothed. I was chatting to my son, telling 
him to hold on and it would be OK. I then 
found myself bring sucked by the current 
which pulled me out. 

“I made a panic swim to the jet ski. 
which was stiff afloat. Charlie was afloat 
on his back with his head tilted up. He 
was punching his hands and kicking his 
legs. The current was taking him further 
and further away. 

“I tried to explain to him to just hold on 
and not try and fight the current I said. 
‘Come on Charlie, lYn going to get you.’ 
But it was too far to get to him; I am not a 
champion swimmer." 

Mr Jobson then unsuccesfully tried to 
right the jet ski. “Everyone was shouting 
at me to do this and do that, but it became 
impossible. 1 tried again and was thrown 
bade into the water. By this time I could 
see my son drifting away on the current 1 
put my hand up and shouted for help.” 

Kerin Thornton, a witness, swam out to 
the jet ski and brought the boy ashore. 
Mr Jobson, who had first-aid training, 
gave him mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 
“He was breathing OK. He had brought 
some food up and then started to burp, 
which indicated water had got into him. I 
put him in the recovery position." 
However, the boy died as a result of lack 
of oxygen to his brain. 

Nicholas Gardiner, the coroner, record¬ 
ed a verdict of accidental death. He said: 
“Water is an unforgiving creature and I 
think people who have learnt to swim in 
warm waters and swimming pools do not 
appreciate the effects of swimming in 
rivers and gravel pits. Proper buoyancy 
aids are necessary and it is not something 
on which one should scrimp. They are not 
cheap items but are well worthwhile. This 
is a sad story that indicates that lifejackets 
should not only be worn by children but 
by all adults, no matter how competent or 
physically fit" 

Cellnet and Vodafone 
think it should be 68p to listen to a 1 minute message, 

Avafiabte from Dbtons^Caiphone Warehouse,The Unk,Tarxfy Currys, Comet, John Lewis Partnership, Granada, Radio Rentals,Tempo, Norweb, Hutchison Telecom Retail and other leading high street and independent stockists nationwida 

Call 0800 801080 for full details. Comparison based on equivalent tariffs. 
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AN ENGRAVED bone be¬ 
lieved to date from the Stone 
Age and one of only two of its 
type in Britain has been 
shown to be a Take. 

The bone is in fact a medi¬ 
eval rib. probably from a. 
horse, and dates from some¬ 
where between the end of the 
13th and the beginning of the 
15th century. The engraving 
on it, of the head and forequar¬ 
ters of a horse, was probably 
carried out by a forger after 
the bone was dug up in Dorset 
earlier this century. 

Suspicion seems likely to 
centre on two boys from 
Sherborne School who found 
the bone in a quarry in 1911. or 
perhaps on their science teach¬ 
er. But the real victim was 
Arthur Smith Woodward. 
Keeper or Geology at the 
Natural History Museum, to 
whom if was sent 

He was duped not once, but 
twice. He championed the 
PrVtcfuwn stall, now regarded 
as the scientific fake of the 
cenrurv. Those skull frag¬ 
ments” "discovered” in 1913 
were thought to be remains of 
the earliest human in Europe 
undl proved to be a hoax in 

1953. The jaw was from an 
orang-utan. Woodward also 
wrote the first description of 
the Sherborne bone, backing 
its claim to be an example of 
palaeolithic art. 

Despite Woodward's sup¬ 
port, the bone has always had 
its detractors. As early as 1924 
Professor William Sollas. an 
Oxford archaeologist, de¬ 
clared it a fake perpetrated by 
the boys. Amaldo Cortesi and 
Philip Grove. 

But Alias's accusation was 
answered by Elliot Steel the 
boys’ science master, and oth¬ 
er experts have since support¬ 
ed Steel's view that the bone 
was genuine. 

Now Woodward’s succes¬ 
sors at the museum have used 
modern methods of analysis to 
prove it a forgery. Dr Chris 
Stringer of the Department of 
Palaeontology at the museum, 
with colleagues including Dr 
Franceso d’Enrico of the 
Institut du Qwtemaire in 
Talence, France, report in 
Nature that die bone cannot 
be what it is purported to be. 

Radiocarbon dating carried 
out in Oxford shows that the 
bone is 610 years old. plus or 
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Schoolboys suspected over find that fooled museum experts for 80 years 

Prized Stone 
Age carving 
exposed as 

juvenile hoax 
By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 

Lump removal; 
‘proves equal 

of mastectomy’ 
By Nigel Hawkes. science editor . . . 

j. u <-* -n Hospital in Montreal- A re- 
VOMEN whose breast can- of the data.to 

ii/hm it is still examinant 

Dr Chris Stringer of the Natural History Museum with the bone now dated to the Middle Ages; its engraving is fake 

minus 45 years. If rt had been 
a Stone Age artefact it would 
have been more than ten times 
older. 

■ Analysis of the engraving, at 
which Dr d’Errico is an ex¬ 
pert shows that the lines are 
free of the sediment that 
otherwise covers the bone. 
This means that die cuts were 
made after die bone had lain 
for many years in the soiL 
Furthermore, the lines are not 
like those made by stone tools 
on fresh bone, but have flak¬ 
ing at the edges, showing that 

the Lines were scratched on an 
already weathered bone. 

Exactly when the forgery 
was carried out cannot be 
determined, though Dr 
Stringer suspects it was soon 
after the bone had been found, 
and just before it was given to 
Woodward. 

“Whether the schoolboys 
did it we don't know," Dr 
Stringer says. “But drawings 
had been published of a Stone 
Age engraving which they 
might have traced or copied." 

The bone was found in 

quarry workings near Sher¬ 
borne with fragmoits of stone* 
and fossils and believed to be 
debris from a cave occupied by 
Stone Age man. Woodward 
considered it genuine and 
published his description in 
April 1914. 

“Was it a joke or did it have 
a serious intent?" Dr Stringer 
asks. “We don! know." 

But the museum will no be 
throwing it out “We shall 
keep it as a curiosity and 
as a warning to others," 
he says. 

have you heard? 
Vitara now with free insurance 

12 months’ free insurance* 

Estate or Soft Top available 

1.6 litre fuel injected engine 

Selectable 4 wheel drive 

5 speed manual transmission 

Award winning design 

Alarm immobiliser 

3 year new vehicle warranty 

6 year perforation warranty 

12 months’ roadside assistance 

145 dealers nationwide 
The Suzuki Vitara 3-door range from £11,895 
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01 892 535110 
for information on the Suzuki Vitara call 24 hours. „ 
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Post to:- Sutuki Direct Link, PO Box 56, Itmbridge Wefls, Kent TNI 2XY 
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Woodward: twice wrong 

WOMEN whose breast can¬ 
cer is found when it is still 
small do not need to have the 
entire breast removed, two 
studies have confirmed. They 
show foat “lumpectomy" — 
removing just the lump in the 
breast — followed by radio¬ 
therapy is as effective as total 
breast removal. However, the 
results leave a question mark 
over whether radiotherapy 
has any overall benefit. 

An international team 
organised by scientists at the 
Clinical Trial Service Unit at 
the Raddifie Infirmary. Ox¬ 
ford, reviewed and combined 
data from 36 trials. In a 
second report an American 
study of 2,000 women reaches 
the same conclusions, the New 
England Journal of Medicine 
reports. 

There was no significant 
difference in survival, between 
women who had lumpectomy 
plus radiotherapy and those 
who had mastectomy: In both - 
groups 70 per cent were still 
alive ten years after surgery: 

Professor Richard JPeto; of 
the imperial Cancel Research 
Fund’S Oxford Unit said: “If 
the cancer is small enough for 
lumpectomy to be practicable, 
and if the lump&tomy is 
followed by . radiotherapy, 
then only about one woman in 
ten wfll need more surgery 

The American results, from 
a long-running project, have 
been overshadowed by the 
discovery last year that false 
data was submitted for six 
women treated at the St Luc 

Scientists claim first 
sight of mind’s eye 

By Our Science Editor 

AMERICAN scientists have 
located the "mind's eye", the 
parts of the brain where 
mental images are generated. 

A team from Harvard Univ¬ 
ersity and Massachusetts 
General Hospital tested their 
theory by asking male volun¬ 
teers to close their eyes and 
visualise objects while the 
blood flow in the brain was 
measured. They were shown 
pictures with their eyes open, 
then asked to imagine them at 
different sizes with their eyes 
closed. Areas of the brain they' 
were using were identified by 
the increased blood flow 
through them. 

The results, published in 
Nature, showed that in right- 
handed volunteers most of the 
images were generated in the 
right side of the cortex, toe 
outer* layer of the brain. Im¬ 
ages of different sizes were 
generated in different areas, 
implying that the images are 
primarily pictorial. In addi-4 
don, all the images lie close to 

European 
mink near 
extinction 

By Nick Nutt all 

THE European mink has 
joined the list of animals on 
the verge of extinction, British 
scientists report. 

The animal, which has a 
distinctive white nose .that 
looks as though it has been 
dipped in powder, was once 
common across the former 
Soviet Union and Europe as 
far west as France. However, 
scientists from Oxford Univer¬ 
sity and researchers in Esto¬ 
nia. Belorussia and Russia 
have found that the animal, 
Muslela lutreola, is now ex¬ 
tinct in the wild except for a 
small population in north 
eastern Belorussia. 

The scientists believe the 
animal's decline is probably 
the result of the introduction 
across Europe or the more 
aggressive American mink, 
Mustela vison, for fur farming 
in 1926, and the loss of its 
habitat. 

Dr David McDonald, a 
zoologist at Oxford co-ordinat¬ 
ing the project, said yesterday 
that the relic population in 
Belorussia was also heading 
for extinction. The researchers 
are now starting, a captive 
breeding programme of the 
European species at Tallinn 
too in Estonia to reintroduce 
the creature to the wild. 
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the eye. before the brain has 
had time to attach language- 
based labels to the images. 

The work does not prove 
that these are the areas where 
visual images are stored, 
merely where they are gener¬ 
ated. This, the team says, 
implies that knowledge can 
fundamentally bias what one 
sees, or that one is likely to see 
what one expects to see. 

pxclude these cases now 

shows it 
lumpectomy is still as sale as. 
mastectomy. . 

The only doubt arises oyer 
the use of radiotherapy. Vx 
results considered by die Ox¬ 
ford study show that it does- 
reduce the risk of the tumour 
reappearing, but does not 
significantly improve survival 
chances. This is because radia¬ 
tion treatment shghdy in¬ 
creases the nsk of death from * 
other causes, especially. in 
wortien over 60. . ?• 
□ Work is to start tn January 
on the lung cancer research 
centre for which' the entertain¬ 
er Rpy Castle campaigned 
tirelessly as he was dying from 
the disease. ' 

Mr Castle, who died aged62 
in September last year, devot¬ 
ed his last few months to; 

' fundraising for his "Cause for 
Hope" appeal, making a tom., 
of 12cities. . 

Work will start on .toe:. 
£3.8 million Roy Castle Inters, 
national Centre for Lung Can-. 
cer Research in Liverpool on 
January 10. The centre will be,- 
the world’s first international; 
centre dedicated to the illness. 

The foundation has raised 
£7.2 million since July 1994. 
The remainder will go to¬ 
wards staffing and running 
costs, and a second appeal will 
be launched to pay for the.: 
second phase of building 
work. The first phase is due to 
be completed in July 1997. 

Nerve tests 
give clue to 
spinal care 

By Nigel Hawkes 

THE prospect of repairing- 
catastrophic spinal injuries 
like the one that crippled the 
Superman actor Christopher . 
Reeve has moved a step closer. 

A scientific team at George¬ 
town University Medical 
Centre in Washington DC has 
persuaded the nerves in the 
spinal cord erf rats to grow, 
lack after injury. Though still 
a long way from dmical 
•application, the results are “a 
genuine step forward", says 
Dr Clifford Woolf of Univer¬ 
sity College London, in av 

commentary in Nature. 
One reason why nerves do 

not repair themselves is that; 
myelin, the material sur¬ 
rounding them, produces 
growth-inhibiting substances.' 
The team from Georgetown 
injected injured rats with an 
antibody designed to neutral¬ 
ise die growth inhibitors. 
Those rats recovered the airfH- 
ty to do things that untreated 
animals could not. ' - 
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Inquiry ordered into ‘party within a party’ 

Labour suspends 
left-wing leader 

of Walsall council 
By Ian Murray, community correspondent 

THE left-wing leader of Wal¬ 
sall council was suspended 
from the labour Party yester¬ 
day and will be forced to 
relinquish control of the 
authority. 

Dave Church and his depu¬ 
ty, John Rothery. are among 
five people suspended by the 
National Executive Commit¬ 
tee, which has now ordered an 
inquiry into the Walsall So¬ 
cialist Group. The five are 
members of the group, which 
has been likened to Militant 
and described in a Labour 
report as a party within a 
party. 

Labour’s action follows 
heavy criticism of the council 
leadership over its plans to sell 
Walsall civic centre and set up 
55 district “mini-town hails". 
The NEC voted 23 to 2 in 
favour of the suspensions after 
a recommendation in a report 
from John Prescott. Clare 
Short and Nigel Harris of the 
AEEU engineering union. 

The three NEC members all 
have left-wing sympathies but 
felt there was no point in 
trying to deal with Mr 
Church, even though he had 
agreed to wider consultations 
about his town hall plans. Ms- 
Short said: "When we went to 
Walsall we believed that we 
could conciliate, but the 
people with whom we were 
negotiating broke their word. 
We have now evidence of a 
tight and disciplined group 

within the party and we have 
to act," 

Last night Mr Church said: 
“[ am disgusted that they have 
come along with totally mis¬ 
leading, inaccurate accusa¬ 
tions. They laughingly offered 
something called conciliation 
and when we satisfied the 
panel they just came back with 
the favourite old catch-all for a 
witch hunt — a party within a 
party. 

“We were found guilty when 
Mawhinney attacked us in 
August and they have been 
looking round ever since for a 
charge to find us guilty of. All 
we did was follow the manifes¬ 
to we were elected to 
implement. 

“I am now going to do a lot 
of thinking. But one thing is 
certain — I am not going to go 
away." 

The suspended five include 
one other councillor. Brian 
Powell, chairman of Walsall 
Labour Party. None of the five 
can continue to hold office in 
the party. They will keep their 
seats on the council but will 
not be eligible to hold any 
official posts. 

Keith Rochelle and Steve 
Baggott, the other two sus¬ 
pended by the NEC, are key 
members of the Walsall So¬ 
cialist Group. Labour rules 
ban the operation of indepen¬ 
dent groups within the party. 

According to national Lab¬ 
our Party sources, group 

membership is by invitation. 
Those asked to join are sup¬ 
posed to pay l per cent of their 
salary towards its funding. 

Meetings are said to be in 
secret with derisions binding 
on all members at all levels. 
The party says that the group 
is a Walsall phenomenon op¬ 
erating a bit like Militant, 
unaffiliated to anything. 

But Mr Church said: “It is 
total rubbish to say it exists as 
a secret society, dictating poli¬ 
cy. We meet to discuss issues, 
that's all. and there is no levy 
on membership.” 

Mr Rothery said: “This talk 
of a tight, disciplined group is 
not true. It does not have any 
premises, there is no constitu¬ 
tion. there are no rules, there 
is nothing.” The group met 
occasionally to discuss issues 
such as the Maastricht treaty, 
the NHS and Bosnia. It was 
affiliated to the Socialist Cam¬ 
paign Group, connected to the 
Campaign Group of Mft. 

“Without us having any 
opportunity to answer die 
allegations, they have taken 
action. This started in the 
summer when the Walsall 
Labour Party was suspended 
for alleged bullying and in¬ 
timidation. This has been 
dropped now because there is 
no truth in it Now we are 
hearing allegations about a 
party within a party. All 1 can 
conclude is that there has been 
a decision nationally that can 
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save £600m with 
fraud crackdown 

‘ By Jill Sherman, political correspondent 

P&TER LiLLEY announced a 
crackdown on housing benefit 
fraud yesterday among mea¬ 
sures designed to save an 
extra £600 million next year. 

Hie Social Security Secre¬ 
tary said that total fraud 
savings would rise to 
£]J5 billion next year and 
££5 billion by 1998-99. 

Mr Lilley disclosed that a 
further £134 million would be 
invested in sophisticated com¬ 
puter schemes and other 
methods to spot false claims 
for benefits. These include 
increasing the number of 
home visits to verify claim¬ 
ants' details and introducing a 
computerised benefit smart- 
card due to be launched next 
year. 

But he made dear that 
he would focus next years 
campaign against fraud on the. 
£105 billion housing benefit 
bill. Making his uprating 
statement in the Commons 

payments sometimes madeas 
a result of paying m advance. 

He gave further details at 
Budget measures to cut hous¬ 
ing benefit for young people. 
From next Octoberhousmg 

benefit for the 203,000 people 
under 25 living m rented 
accommodation will be bruit¬ 
ed to the average local realtor 
shared accommodation tamer 
than self-contained accommo- - 
dation. 

Social security figures sug¬ 
gest that some youngsters 
could lose out by £33 per week 
under the changes. The fig¬ 
ures will apply retrospectively, 
so that anyone moving home 
after January 1st, next year 

. will be affected. 
“Housing benefit should not 

provide an incentive for young 
people to leave the parental 
home unnecessarily or to take 
chi high priced accommoda- - 
tkxi at the taxpayer’s expense. 
Nor is it right to lock young 

yesterday, he suggested that - people into benefit dependen- 
E1 billion was lost in housing cy. The higher the rent paid by 

, V 

Dave Church inside the Walsall council offices yesterday. “I will not go away,” be said 

perhaps win a few votes in the 
South East to be seen to be 
strong against us.” 

Fifteen of the 34 Labour 
councillors belong to the 
group and there are 15 moder¬ 
ates. The three suspensions 
mean that the moderates will 
have a majority when the 
remaining Labour members 
chose a new leader. 

The new leadership must 
deride what to do about the 
decentralisation plan, which 
has yet to go beyond the 
appointment of five new chief 
officers as members of a 
“corporate board” to run 
Walsall. 
□ Stewart Foster. Labour 
leader of Leicester City Coun¬ 
cil. resigned yesterday when 

Arts groups outraged by Budget cuts 
By Dalya Albekge. 

Alexandra Frean 

and John Goodbody 

THE worlds of arts, heritage and sport 
reacted with dismay yesterday at the 
cuts in government spending. Small 
arts groups said that Budget cuts had 
left them on their knees. 

In the past three years, 85 theatre 
companies have closed. One company 
after another criticised what they see 
as the Government’s inability to appre¬ 
ciate that the nation's culture and 
sports need investment. However, 

Virginia Bottomley, the National Heri¬ 
tage Secretary, said that arts, sports 
and heritage organisations had to live 
in the “real world" and accept reduc¬ 
tions in their budgets. She said it 
would be foolish to expect that the 
advent of National Lottery grants 
would exempt them from normal 
Treasury scrutiny. 

Nicola Thorold. director of the 
Independent Theatre Council, which 
represents small and medium-sized 
companies, said she was outraged. 
"They promised in the election mani¬ 
festo to maintain support for the arts; 

that’s now dropped by £18 million in 
real terms. They promised when they 
brought in the lottery, thai it wouldn't 
affect revenue funding; there’s been a 5 
per cut in real terms. The lottery is 
wonderful, but going into buildings 
and not artists.” 

Libby MacNamara. director of the 
Association of British Orchestras, 
said companies would inevitably close. 
She said Britain should feel ashamed 
of its public arts spending compared to 
other European countries. 

Dr Alan Borg, director of the V&a 
Museum, whose budget has been cut 

by £1 million to £30.6 million, said it 
was ironic Mrs Bottomley had 
maintained her department's spending 
on tourism, while cutting museums 
spending. “What are museums, if not a 
major contribution to tourism?" 

Dick Palmer, secretary of the British 
Olympic Association, said he was 
“greatly saddened" by the cut in the 
Sports Council’s grant “Our Olympic 
governing bodies are worse off now, 
than in the build-up to Barcelona four 
years ago. Our team going to Atlanta 
will be the smallest since Moscow in 
1980.” 

he lost a vote of confidence 
after an internal report con¬ 
firmed that he had been 
having an affair with Kathy 
Kerswell-Reid. head of the 
council's policy unit The re¬ 
port said that Ms Kerswell- 
Reid had been sent on a 
sabbatical course because the 
affair “presented a risk of 
maladministration’*. 

IN PARLIAMENT 

YESTERDAY in the Commons: de¬ 
bates on the future of Famagusta and 
tire services ta North Worcestershire. 
At 12.30. President Cftnton addressed 
both Houses otPaitamart in the Royal 
Gallery. 

In the afternoon, MPs pur questions 
to Foreign Office Ministers. The Prime 
Minister made a statement an North¬ 
ern Ireland, tallowed by ministerial 
statements on social security and 
Scotland. MPs than debated the 
Budget for the second day of a six-day 
debate. In the Lords: debate on the 
Budget 

TODAY in the Commons: questions to 
Home Office ministers and the Prime 
Minister, foBowed by the Budget 
debate, third day. In the Lords: peers 
will debate the Family Lew B0. second 
reading, and reports of human rights 
violations in Sudan. 

benefit fraud every year. A 
national computer record of 
housing benefit claimants will 
be introduced next year to stop 
people claiming from more 
than one authority. 

Local councils wQl be eligi¬ 
ble for inooitive payments if 
they exceed given thresholds 
for combating fraud. But local 
councils that fail to achieve 
“reasonable lewis” of perfor¬ 
mance in preventing fraud 
will risk financial penalties. 

From October next year, 
local authorities will be able to 
make the first Giro cheque for 
housing benefit payable to 
landlords, to stop tenants ab¬ 
sconding without making ini¬ 
tial payments. In addition Mr 
Lilley has derided to have 
housing benefit paid in ar¬ 
rears to stop die “wrongful" 

benefit the greater the disin¬ 
centive to work." 
- Mr Tilley also confirmed 
that he would freeze benefits 
for lone parents and move 
towards phasing them out to 
ensure that single mothers 
were not given preferential 
treatment. He pointed out that 
lone parents now cost the. 
taxpayer £9.4 billion a year, 
equivalent to over £1500 a year 
extra tax on every working 
family with children of their 
own. “The right aproach is 
neither to penalise nor to 
promote lone parenthood,” he 
said. 

“Today’s measures continue 
my step by step reforms of 
social security. 1 have protect¬ 
ed die most vulnerable and I 
am creating a fairer and more 
modem benefit system.” 

SOCIAL SECURITY COSTS 1994/95 

ChBdbsnef 
eiAOOm 

Housing benefit 
£2,700m 

Income support 
.£4,00001 

Family credit Lone parent 
ETOOm benefit £300m 

I TOTAL: £9,10Qrn |, 
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Clarke has ensured that tax burden will continue to rise 
The populist critics of the 

Budget have got it wrong. 
Kenneth Clarke did not err 

on the side of responsibility and 
caution. He had, and has, little 
freedom of manoeuvre. There was 
no realistic scope for a bigger tax 
“giveaway'’. 

To use the meaningless distinc¬ 
tion widely aired over the past two 
days, it was not an economic as 
opposed to a political Budget The 
measures were certainly not reck¬ 
less. or blatantly irresponsible, but 
the overall impression of caution is 
misleading. Mr Clarke took a 
number of risks which could make 

his Budget look less safe in a year's 
time. 

The small reductions in mort¬ 
gage interest rates announced yes¬ 
terday were celebrated as a 
vindication of die Budget strategy, 
and so they are. But they are the 
minimum that could have been 
expected, especially in the light of 
the easing of interest rates world¬ 
wide. The striking feature is the 
tight constraints on Mr Clarke. He 
was able to announce only limited 
income tax cuts (really a tiny one- 
year dip in a rising overall tax 
burden} because of optimistic as¬ 
sumptions about economic growth. 

1vii1 

a bigger than usual reduction in the 
reserve for unforeseen spending 
items, an implausible further 
squeeze on Whitehall running costs 
and sane creative accounting on 
capital programmes. 

These calculations could go 
wrong in several ways, as they have 
over the last year exports and 
growth could be less buoyant tax 
revenue could again be lower than 
expected, public spending may not 
be as tightly controlled as it has 

been. So public borrowing could 
again be higher than forecast If die 
current slowdown is more than a 
pause in growth, there is nothing 
wrong in temporarily higher bor¬ 
rowing. But that is no excuse for a 
loosening of fiscal polity, or for tax 
cuts not matched by lower spend¬ 
ing plans. Mr Clarke has accepted 
these constraints. In his speech, he 
repeatedly highlighted the extra 
money for education, health and 
the police. As the leading One 
Nation Tory in the Cabinet, he 
endorses the current structure of 
the welfare state. 

Admittedly, the gradual changes 

introduced by Peter Lilley have 
helped to slow the real growth of 
social security spending from 5 to 1 
pwr cent a year. This is a big 
saving, but die much trumpeted 
reduction in the share of public 
spending in national income to less 
than 40 per cent in 1997-98 will only 
be after several years of a growing 
economy. As Professor Nicholas 
Bosanquet has warned, there is no 
guarantee that the share will not 
dimb above 40 per cent again in the 
next recession. The main Tory 
achievement and it is a consider¬ 
able one, is to have reduced the 
peak recession share of spending 

below the levels of the mid-1970s 
and mid-]98Qs. This is not a 
dramatic rolling back of the sire of 
the public sector to the scale of 
Japan or America. 

The pertinent criticism of Mr 
Clarke from the Right is not that he 
has foiled to .tackle waste (he has 
done as much, and probably more, 
than is credible), but that he has not 
at least started to make long-term 
changes in the structure of the 
public sector. The Private Finance 
Initiative is largely irrelevant since 
it does not replace public by private 
finance ihihe long term but merely 
defers taxpayer funding of projects. 

Forsyth announces 
scheme to debate 
Bills in Scotland 

By Arthur Leathley. political correspondent 

JOHN MAJOR and fellow 
Cabinet ministers will take 
part in parliamentary debates 
in Scotland under changes 
unveiled by the Government 
yesterday. 

Michael Forsyth, the Scot¬ 
tish Secretary, responded to 
the growing clamour for pow¬ 
er to be devolved north of the 
border by announcing wider 
opportunities for Scottish MPs 
to delate legislation. 

Mr Forsjtfi. taking steps to 
block opposition party pres¬ 
sure for devolution or inde¬ 
pendence, is to strengthen the 
powers of the Scottish Grand 
Committee, comprising all 72 
Scottish MPs. He said that the 
moves would help to strength¬ 
en the Union which he 
described as a "growing and 
living relationship". 

The committee, which meets 
in various Scottish and Eng¬ 
lish locations, will take over 
responsibility from the Com¬ 
mons for debating uncontro- 
versial Scottish Bills. It will 
also meet more regularly in 
Scotland and move to more 
venues there. 

MPs will be allowed to set 
up special standing commit¬ 
tees, calling for evidence from 
outside experts, to consider 
uncontroversial measures. 
The legislation would not be 
debated in the Commons, but 
Westminster would retain the 
final power to pass iL 

Under changes aimed at 
making ministers more direct¬ 

ly accountable to Scottish 
MPs, the Prime Minister and 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel¬ 
lor. will be the first Cabinet 
ministers to take part in 
debates in Scotland early in 
the new year. Previously, only 
Scottish Office ministers have 
been called to give evidence 
but Mr Forsyth said it was 
time other ministers started to 
“wake up" to issues concern¬ 
ing Scotland. 

Mr Forsyth also made clear 
that 12 committee meetings 
will be arranged in Scotland to 
discuss government business, 
half selected by the Govern¬ 
ment. four by Labour and 
one each by the Scottish 
National Party and Liberal 
Democrats. 

Ministers of all government 
departments will be expected 
to give evidence to the commit¬ 
tee. although Scottish MPs 
will not be able to demand the 
presence of any particular 
minister. However, officials 
concede that public demands 
for the appearance of a partic¬ 
ular minister would be diffi¬ 
cult to resist. 

Mr Forsyth said that Cabi¬ 
net ministers often made deci¬ 
sions which impacted directly 
on the people of Scotland. “So 
it is only right that they too 
should have to explain to the 
Scottish Grand Committee in 
Scotland why particular poli¬ 
cies are being followed and the 
benefits they will bring.” 

He said that important in¬ 

novation added “a completely 
new dimension of accountabil¬ 
ity for Government business 
in Scotland, with the Prime 
Minister, Chancellor ... and 
Deputy Prime Minister being 
able to present policies in a 
forum which will be accessible 
to the people of Scotland". 

Mr Forsyth made the an¬ 
nouncements on the eve of a St 
Andrew's Day speech today in 
which he will outline other 
changes to the powers of local 
government in Scotland. The 
speech will coincide with the 
unveiling of Labours blue¬ 
print for a Scottish Constitu¬ 
tional Assembly. 

George Robertson, the 
Shadow Scottish Secretary, 
ridiculed the proposals, claim¬ 
ing that the appearance 
of ministers amounted to 
no more than a “travelling 
circus" which would provide 
Cabinet ministers with the 
opportunity for “weekend 
breaks and a way-day trips". 

He dismissed Mr Forsyth’s 
plans as “a con trick, nothing 
more, nothing less". He 
added: “His revamped Scot¬ 
tish Grand Committee will be 
little more than a rubber 
stamp for non-controversial 
legislation. 

"This is a stark admission 
that the Government’s policies 
towards Scotland have utterly 
foiled. Iris a confession that for 
the past 16 years the Tories 
have got it wrong on the 
government of Scotland." 

Marriage 
can make 

all the 
difference 

By Anne Ashworth 

IF LIZ HURLEY and Hugh 
Grant the nation’s most cele¬ 
brated cohabitees, with 
shared residences in Chelsea 
and Bath, were to forget that 
incident on Sunset Boulevard 
and many, would they be 
better off? 

The Chancellor certainly 
believes so. Charged with 
being a home wrecker by 
colleagues and churchmen, 
Kenneth Clarke mounted a 
spirited defence of his tax 
policy for married couples. 

He declared in Tuesday's 
Budget speech: “It is a myth 
that the tax system penalises 
marriage. Any young couple 
contemplating living together 
and starting a family will pay 
less tax by getting married.” 

However, Mr Clarice then 
announced a paltry increase 
in the married couple’s allow¬ 
ance. Frozen since 199L it is 
bring raised by £70 to £1.790. 
But a reduction in the rate of 
the tax to 15 per cent in a 
previous Budget mean that it 
is worth only £26850, not 
enough to buy a train on one 
of those meringue-style dress¬ 
es pilloried in Four Wed¬ 
dings and a Funeral. 

Yesterday, however, ac¬ 
countants specialising in per¬ 
sonal taxation pointed out 
that the Chancellor’s words 
were just about accurate, if 
only because there are no 
special allowances for live-in 
lovers without offspring. 
Only if those who live togeth¬ 
er have children does the 
taxman look kindly on their 

What reduces urban pollution, improves the city environment, enriches the 

air supply and provides lots of fun for small children? A tree does, of course. 

That’s why we’re trying to teach people who live in towns how beneficial 

trees can be, and how to treat them with respect, through our Esso Living Tree 

Campaign. Because if we treat our trees better, that’s how they’ll treat us. 

situation. They can daim the 
additional personal allow¬ 
ance. given at the same level 
and rate of tax as the married 
couple's allowance. 

Elspeth May. a partner at 
the accountancy firm KMPG. 
calculates that a couple who 
were both earning £50.000 
but without children would 
pay. under the Budget tax 
changes, an extra E269 in tax 
if they chose to live together 
rather than tie the kiioL 

Matrimony also suits pen¬ 

sioners who are entitled to 
higher personal and married 
couple’s allowances. A 75- 
year-old man with a £15,000 
income and his 72-year-old 
wife, with interest of £5,000 
from her savings, would pay 
together £1.765.15 in tax. Were 
they unmarried, this bill 
would rise by £47125. Mrs 
May points out that married 
couples with substantial in¬ 
vestments are also able to 
benefit where cohabitees are 
not Were Miss Hurley and 

Mr Grant to name the day. 
clever tax planning would 
allow them to transfer assets 
from one to the other without 
fear of incurring capital gains 
tax at 40 per cent 

Marriage-friendly inheri¬ 
tance tax rules allow estates 
to pass tax-free to a spouse. If 
your significant other half 
leaves everything to you, tax 
will be payable on everything 
over £154,000, although, the 
figure rises to £200.000 on 
April 6. 

Apart from Pen^na aaidflutot 

ofr3fTswh"ci“- 

tio? really matters 

decnon. Umifo the 

Tbiy populists demand. Mr Clarke 
isSthat iheroareno«^rsh^- 

termcuts- But by faring to 
the long-term issues he has ensured 
& iSTS? burden will mnam 
high, and will continue to nse. 

Peter Riddell 

‘Prisoner 
at No. IF 
mocked 

by Brown 
By James Landale 

■ POLITICAL REPORTER 

GORDON BROWN branded 
Kenneth Clarke yesterday as a. 
Chancellor “imprisoned by his 
own economy” and unable to 
provide a Budget which the 
British people needed. 

Opening the second-day de¬ 
bate. the Shadow Chancellor 
said the Conservatives had 
taken away pounds in recent 
tax rises but given back pen¬ 
nies. “There is no sign from 
his Budget that he has any 
sense of direction or strategy 
for the economy. He is a man 
without real choices, a prison¬ 
er of this Government's fail¬ 
ure, paralysed by everything 
that has happened to the 
economy for the last 16 years." 

Mr Brown said that despite 
the lp cut in income tax, 
people were nearly £700a year 
worse off after the 21 tax rises 
of recent years. “People will 
ask, ’All this suffering — what 
has it been for?*" 

For the Government, Wil¬ 
liam Waldegrave, the Chief 
Secretary to die Treasury, said 

iy. Mr Clarke had taken tough 
Id derisions to put public fi¬ 
ns nances on a sound footing, 
ut “Sound public finances cannot 
ns mean ever-higher taxes to pay 

for ever-higher spending. That 
ri- is the fundamental difference 
es between this party and the 
If party opposite." . 

alf He said the economy had 
ax experienced growth for the 
rig pak four years. Exports, in- 
be vestment and living standards 
hi were up while unemployment 

was down. “And all this 
_. without inflation rising.” 
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Cost of keeping ageing ‘chimpnauts’ in the style befitting heroes estimated at $100 million 

US Air Force plans JM / ^jjjjjj^^” 
to retire forgotten 

space race veterans wt 

nasa/science photo ubmrv 

By Anjana Ahhja 

THE United States Air Force 
is planning to retire the fonsoi- 
len veterans of the American 
space programme. Its decision 
could earn the ISO ageing 
chimpanzees a retirement 
package worth up to $100 
million (£64 million), ensuring 
their final years are spent in a 
manner befitting would-be 
space heroes. 

According to a draft legisla¬ 
tive proposal to be submined 
to Congress next month, the 
air force wants to decommis¬ 
sion the chimps but is unhap¬ 
py a hour the astronomical cost 
of nursing ns former charges 
through their twilight years. It 
favours packing them off to an 
outside organisation that 
could rare for them. Also 
mooted in the proposal is that 
the apes could be used for 
other — undoubtedly less dis- 

’ ringuished — research. “We 
want to transfer the chimps 
and the facilities to an outside 
a genes. because we foresee no 
need "for them," confirmed 
Major Chris Geiset. a spokes¬ 
man at the press office in the 
Pentagon. "Unfortunately, be- 
cause of the cost involved, no 
other agencies seem willing to 
take them." 

He added that estimates for 
their upkeep could cost up to 

$7 million a year. According to 
the Coulston Foundation, 
which is caring for the chimps, 
the average lifespan of a 
chimpanzee in the wild is 35 
years. As the youngest among 
the colony is several years old, 
the total cost of caring could be 
$100 million. The oldest air 
force chimp. Jeb. has reached 
the grand old age of 55 and is 
thought to be the oldest surviv¬ 
ing chimpanzee in captivity. 

Reporter to 
visit Mir 

Moscow: Russia and South 
Korea have been negotiat¬ 
ing a plan to send a South 
Korean journalist on a 
space mission on board die 
Mir orbiting station, the 
Russian news agency Tass 
said yesterday. 

The proposal came from 
South Korea's KBS broad¬ 
casting corporation earlier 
this year. Tass added, and 
the authorities are discuss¬ 
ing the cost and timing of 
the flight which is tentative¬ 
ly scheduled to take place 
in the autumn of 1997 or 
early in 1998. (AP) 

The next oldest was 45-year- 
old Samson, who rubbed 
shoulders with Ham and 
Enos, the only American 
chimps in space. Samson died 
a fortnight ago. 

Although the 150 chimjB 
were on standby in case their 
services were required, none 
actually left Earth. They 316. 
however, the offspring of the 
ones that did fly in space. 
Among the first ape astro¬ 
nauts were Able and Baker, 
two rhesus monkeys who flew 
aboard the Jupiter rocket in 
1959. Ham was the first chim¬ 
panzee astronaut (nicknamed 
chimpnaut). and was 
launched into a sub-orbital 
mission aboard a Mercury 
capsule in January 1961. Ham 
(which stood for Holloman 
Aero Med. because the chimps 
were trained at the Holloman 
air force base in New Mexico) 
became a national hero, and is 
buried in the International 
Space Hall of Fame in New 
Mexico. The second and last 
chimpnaut was Enos, who 
made his journey in Novem¬ 
ber 1961, eight years before 
men walked on the Moon. 

The chimpanzees were cho¬ 
sen because of their similarity 
to humans. “Chimps have a 
similar genetic make-up to 

i&llS&i 

Ham, the first American chimpanzee in space, reaches for an apple after splashing down off target in the Atlantic Ocean in January 1961 

humans and can be trained to 
perform tasks." Major Geisel 
said. 

After the success of the 
space programme, and confir¬ 
mation that man could survive 
m space, die air force decided 
that the chimps were no 
longer immediately useful but 
should be kept on hand. It 
leased them from 1970 for 
medical research into hepatitis 

and HIV. They passed in 1993 
into the care of die Coulston 
Foundation, which looks after 
them and about 400 other 
chimpanzees in a $10 million 
luxury home at the Holloman 
base. The foundation's lease 
will expire in 1999. 

The air force approached 
zoos to take over the upkeep of 
the chimps but were turned 
down. “They were not thought 

to be suitable because they 
were not sociable enough," 
explained Major Geisel “Al¬ 
though chimpanzees are an 
endangered species, we can¬ 
not just return them to the 
wild because they are a closed 
population. We have had of¬ 
fers from people wanting to 
adopt them, but that is not 
viable because chimps can be 
quite aggressive." Major Gei- 

Dogs, ducks and rodents conquered the skies for mankind 
By Giles Coren 

Laika. the Soviet pioneer who was lost in space 

WHILE chimpanzee veterans 
of the Nasa space programme 
have been lucky enough to 
escape die researcher's knife 
in retirement homes, their 
rodent friends, lower down 
the evolutionary chain, were 
not so lucky in a space shuttle 
mission two years ago. 

On the flight of Columbia 
in October 1993, five of the 48 
rats on board were decapitat¬ 
ed without anaesthetic in 
what Nasa described as a 
procedure which promised 
“to give us the first opportuni¬ 
ty to study the physical 
changes caused by mkro- 
gravfry”. Apes, rats, frogs and 

dogs have died over the past 
40 years for space science. 

Today rehabilitation is the 
watchword. But the opinion 
of Laika, the Soviet dog which 
became the first canine in 
orbit in June 1956, will never 
be known. She was never 
recovered from space. Nor 
will the feelings of Hector die 
rat be any more traceable — 
he was the first French rodent 
in space, soaring 100 miles in 
1961 and landing intact on 
Earth three minutes later. He 
died the foflowmg year of 
unrelated causes. 

It was America which put 
the first ape in space; on 

December 14, 1958. Gordo, a 
lib squirrel monkey, was 
blasted 300 miles up in die 
nose cone of a Jupiter missile 
from Cape Canaveral. He 
travelled 1.700 miles and died 
over the South Atlantic. 

On September 19, 1783, a 
dog, a duck and a code took 

off in a Montgolfier balloon, 
the first animal aviators, from 
the gardens of Versailles in 
front of Louis XVI. Unlike the 
lucky primates, these three, 
no doubt were consumed at 
the royal table with a glass of 
claret, in celebration of the 
dawn of flight 

sel added that animal welfare 
laws prevented the chimps 
from being destroyed. 

The animals are kept in 
large rooms in family groups 
and are fed biscuits, fresh fruit 
and vegetables. “They' love 
bananas." said Dr Frederick 
Coulston. director of the foun¬ 
dation. who has a portrait of 
Haiti on his wall. “And they go 
absolutely wild about lettuce 
and carrots." 

Dr Coulston and his staff of 
155 at the air base would like to 
take over caring for the 
chimps permanently. “The 
chimps are like family to us. 
and they feel very happy and 
comfortable here," he said. 
“But the animals are the 
property of the air force and 
therefore the property of 
America. We have to wait to 
see what Congress and the 
Senate feel about that” 

Leading article, page 21 
A rhesus monkey being 
fitted into a space suit 

Up to £6,000 

From just £29 cashback 
with the 

ers you Woolwich. 
car. Plus a 3% discount in the first year. 

4.99% (5^2apr) FOR 1 YEAR 

?mbership at the RAC still starts at just £29 - but 

iw your basic cover otters even more benefits. 

[ RAC Rescue covers you, not your car. So now 

iu can call on us whenever you need fast 

adside assistance, even when you're simply 

passenger in someone eise's car. 

! Roadside Rescue. In more than 8 out of 10 
ses, our patrols can fix cars on the spot, 

fherwise, they'll tow you to a. nearby garage, 

g of charge. 

! Accident Setvice. A free courtesy car, free legal 

[vice, plus we'll deal with your insurers. 

■ Theft and Vandalism Cover. If your car's stolen 

or can't be driven because of vandalism, we'll 

get you home and recover your car, too. 

■ Battery Assist. A new battery on the spot. 

Whatever service you use, callouts and our labour 

are free - you only pay for parte. 

You con also tailor your cover to meet your needs, 

with the option to take out Joint and Family Cover or 

add our 'At Home' service. 

Don't wait until you break down. Find out how to join 

the RAC today. 

PHONE free today on 

0800 029 029 
■ YES -1 want to join the RAC 

I Please feB me howl eon join from just £29! 
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At the Woolwich our new Cashback Plus Mortgage offers up to £6,0001 cashback 
and a 3% discount. It's available to all new mortgage customers and existing customers 
on the move. 

If you fake out our standard variable rate mortgage, and do not borrow more than 95% 
of the Society's valuation, not only will we reduce your payments by 3% for the first year 
but - after completion - we will give you a cheque for 3% of the loan up to £6,000! 

'• With our award-winning performance for our mortgages over the long-term, this offer 

is more proof that if#s good to be with the Woolwich. 

So call in to your local Woolwich branch to have a chat with our mortgage adviser. 

Or call us at local rate Monday to Friday |f's a(MMJ b. Ue wi(|, tLp 

8.30am- 9.00pm, Saturday 9.00am - 3.00pm J I , 

or Sunday 10.00am-2.00pm on 0645 75 75 75 lAf I H 

quoting ref: TI3011. — building society — 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 

ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT, 

'Son our teaferf for faB details. 
The ml* It variable and the APR is variable and typfcaL These terms o^spty only where 

a written offer of advance was issued on or after 16.10.95 and the mortgage 

completed by 31.3.1996. Typical exomple; bated on an endowment interest rale of 

4.99% 5.2% APR (this represents a discount of 3% off the standard vortahle 

mortgage rote) and 0 purchase price of £43,000, a couple taking out a mortgage of 
£40,000 over 25 yean {from which a Mortgage Indemnity Arrangement Fee of 

£658.75 wifi be deducted and where die amount of the advance is 93% of the 

Society's valuation of the property] would pay Interest of £166.34 per month gross 

(300 payments). Accrued Interest £B3.17. Valuer's Ice £135.00. Solicitor's mortgage 

charges £ 100.00. Deeds Administration Fee payable on redemption £50.00 and a 
single repayment of capital of £40,000. Total amount payable £90,270 17. 7 99% 

8.3% APR. The example assumes the mortgage starts in the middle of the month, a 

minimum guaranteed death benefit of £40,000 and a term of 25 years for the 

endowment policy. A first charge over your property will be required as security. For 
loans other than repayment loans, a suitable endowment policy, PEP or pension plan 

will also be required. A suitable fevef term assurance policy will also be required 

for PEP or pension pJen mortgages. An indemnity policy, for which you will need la 

pay an arrangement fee, will bo required where the mortgage exceeds the Society's 

normal maximum percentage advance ol 75% It the mortgage is either redeemed 

(in Full or in porl) or transferred to anolhei scheme before the fourth anniversary 

af the date on which interest is first charged in respect ol the mortgage, the 

value of the cashbadt you have received must be repaid in feU and a redemption fee 
equal to the savings made as a result of the discount will be charged. The redemption 

foe wlH be subject la a maximum charge equivalent to 6 months’ interest calculated 

at the rate payable at the firm of repayment. The Cash bod. may affect personal 

liability to Capital Goins Tax All mortgages are subject to status, valuation and a 
minimum age of IB A written quotation is available on request from any branch or 

from Woofwich Building Society, Dept IS, Corporate HO, Walling Street. 

BexJeyheoth, Kent DA6 7RR. Thu WWwfch Building Society represents only the 

Woolwich Marketing Group, which is regulated by the Personal Investment 
Authority for life assurance and unit trust business. C 
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Clinton praises 
British ‘risks for 
peace’ in Bosnia 

By Martin Fletcher and Michael Evans, defence correspondent 

PRESIDENT CLINTON lav¬ 
ished praise on Britain's 
efforts in Bosnia during his 
visit to London .yesterday as he 
continued to wage his cam¬ 
paign to persuade a hostile 
Congress to approve the .de¬ 
ployment of 20.000 American 
troops to help to enforce the 
fragile new Balkan peace 
agreement 

Britain had taken “extraor¬ 
dinary risks for peace”, Mr 
Clinton declared at a joint 
news conference with John 
Major on the steps of No 10. 
But he made no mention of 
past differences over Bosnia. 

“The US deeply appreciates 
all this country has done to 
end the suffering in Bosnia — 
your brave soldiers who 
risked their lives as part of 
Unprofor. your countless hu¬ 
manitarian relief efforts to aid 
the people of that war-tom 
land, your diplomatic and 
military strength as members 
of the Contact Group and 
Naro." 

Later, in an address to both 
Houses of Parliament broad¬ 
cast five on American break¬ 
fast television, the President 
said Britain had already sacri¬ 
ficed much to help to bring 
peace to Bosnia and promised 
that America would “live up to 
its history and its ideals as 
well”. If America failed to join 
the Nato force, “our leader¬ 
ship will be questioned and 
our partnerships will be weak¬ 

ened — partnerships we must 
have If we are id help each 
other in the fight against die 
common threats we face.** he 
said. 

The President told Mr Ma¬ 
jor during their talks that he 
was confident that he would 
ultimately prevail in persuad¬ 
ing Congress to agree to 
deploy US troop in the Bal¬ 
kans. Britain is to be the 
second biggest contributor to 
the 60.000-strong Nato force, 
providing 13.000 troop. With¬ 
out American participation, 
however, the operation will 
never take place. 

But Mr Clinton appears 
determined to deploy troops. 

Eurocorps is 
ready to go 

Boon: la a barracks outside 
Rheims in France, Euro¬ 
corps. Europe's fledgeling 
army, will declare itself ready 
for action today (Roger 
Boyes writes). However, its 
German commander. Gener¬ 
al Helmut WHlmamx, is care¬ 
ful not to call it the nucleus of 
a European army but a 
“model”. It wiD be at the 
disposal of the Western 
European Union. Nato and 
the UN and its primary task 
may wefl be in disaster relief 
and in peacekeeping. 

come what may. Without con¬ 
gressional approval, however, 
he would be taking an enor¬ 
mous political risk in die run¬ 
up to next year's presidential 
election. 

Nate’S historic peace en¬ 
forcement operation in Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina wfl] begin 
early next week with the 
expected arrival of die first 
troops, including 350 from 
Britain, to start preparing for 
the arrival of the main force. 
Nato defence ministers, meet¬ 
ing at alliance headquarters in 
Brussels, agreed that an “en¬ 
abling force" of 2£00 special¬ 
ist troops should begin work 
immediately and that the bulk 
of the force must be in Bosnia 
within 30 days. 

The need for a rapid deploy¬ 
ment of troops was urged an 
the defence ministers by Gen¬ 
eral George Joufwan, the 
American Supreme Allied 
Commander in Europe, who 
will be in overall charge of 
Operation Joint Endeavour, 
the mission's codename. 

He said that thousands of 
Nato troops would have to be 
in place within 30 days 
because that was the period in 
which the warring parties 
were supposed to withdraw 
outside designated demilitar¬ 
ised zones under the peace 
agreement initialled at Day- 
ton air base in Ohio last week. 

The defence ministers also 
agreed that the Nato peace 

Michael Portillo is taken aback by a colleague during yesterday’s talks in Brussels 

operation would last exactly a 
year. A British official said: 
“We agreed that we would all 
go in together, all work togeth¬ 
er and all leave together after 
12 months." 

In addition, the ministers 
backed a German proposal to 
start planning next year to 
increase the membership of 

the alliance. Although mem¬ 
bership is not expected to be 
offered to countries from Cen¬ 
tral and Eastern Europe until 
at least 1998. Volker Rfihe, the 
German Defence Minister, 
suggested Nato should begin 
to lay die groundwork. 

Michael Portillo, the De¬ 
fence Secretary, pointed out 

that Russian involvement with 
Nato in the Bosnian peace 
implementation force would 
do more to improve under¬ 
standing between Nato and 
Moscow, which has serious 
reservations about the east¬ 
ward expansion of die affi¬ 
ance. than would a decade of 
discussions. 

KGB agent says Moscow used aid money to pay its spies 
From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

THE KGB used aid money from the 
International Monetary Fund and 
other Western organisations in their 
last payment to Aldrich Ames, the 
former CIA officer who spent nearly 
a decade passing secrets to Moscow, 
according to a report that has sent 
tremors through the American intel¬ 
ligence community. 

Ames, who pleaded guilty to spy¬ 

ing for Moscow last year and is serv¬ 
ing a life sentence, told American 
counter-intelligence officers last year 
tiiat until 1993 the KGB had used old 
$100 bills as payment for his nine 
years as a CIA mole. 

But in a meeting with his handler 
in Colombia in November 1993. 
documented in the CIA report pub¬ 
lished by The Washington Times 
yesterday, Ames received new notes 
in sequence amounting to $130,000 
(E83.000). Yuri Karetkin. foe KGB 

officer involved, said the money came 
from “aid money flowing into Russia 
from the IMF and other official 
sources”. The cash was the last Ames 
received before his arrest in February 
last year. 

A veteran counter-intelligence of¬ 
ficer for 31 years. Ames first delivered 
documents to the KGB in 19S5. They 
allowed Moscow to identify dozens of 
American and allied agents, at least 
ten of whom subsequently were 
executed while others vanished or 

were imprisoned. More than 100 
intelligence operations inthe former 
Eastern bloc were dosed down and 
two Russian military leaders, for 
more than a decade the most impor¬ 
tant sources for British and Ameri¬ 
can intelligence, were exposed. 

Ames's last payment has alarmed 
American intelligence agents who 

. believe it may suggest that the KGB 
also used front companies in Russian 
joint ventures to obtain cash from 
American aid organisations. It may 

also obstruct attempts by the Clinton 
Administration to gain further 
money for Moscow from a congres¬ 
sional leadership opposed to foreign 
aid. President Clinton’s priority in 
dealing with Russia has been to 
provide millions of dollars as an 
incentive to dismantle former Soviet 
nuclear weapons. 

The IMF gave Russia $1.5 billion in 
1993 and about $ I billion the previous 
year for debt relief after the break-up 
of the Soviet Union. 

British convicts 
acquire taste for 
French ‘porridge’ 

FROM Ben MACINTYRE IN PARIS 

SCORES of British citizens 
jailed in northern France 
could apply to serve their 
sentences in Britain, but pre¬ 
fer instead to stay in French 
prisons, partly because the 
food is superior. 

The British inmates are in 
no hurry to swap their French 
cells for British ones “because 
the cuisine and the comfort¬ 
able conditions in prisons are 
distinedybetterin France than 
in Great Britain", according to 
one British diplomat 

More Britons are in jafi for 
drugs offences in northern 
France than in either Thailand 
or Malaysia. Prisons in the 
Nbird and Pas-de-CaJais re¬ 
gion contain about 137 British 
prisoners, 95 per cent of whom 
are serving sentences for drug 
trafficking. . 

The French authorities have 
had to adapt to the influx of 
British convicts. At longue- 
nesse prison, near St Oxner, 
volunteer prison workers re¬ 
cently began taking courses in 
English in order to communi¬ 
cate with the 50 British prison- 

jailed there, while toe ers 
British, consulate has provided 
textbooks and dictionaries to 
help the inmates to learn 
French. 

Under toe UK-France 
Transfer Treaty, Britons con¬ 
victed in Ranee can elect to 
serve their terms on native 
sod. but not one has chosen to 
do so in toe past year. 

The food may be one reason. 
Prison fare in France is deli¬ 
cious by British standards, 
even offering such delicacies 
as local cheeses and a daily 
ration of French beer. 

Gordon Williams, toe Brit¬ 
ish consul in Lille, recently 
visited Languenesse and des¬ 
cribed toe kitchen as very 
impressive. He said: “They 
even bring people in from 
outside to prepare the meals." 

Andrt Varignon, the deputy 
director of La Sante prison in 
Paris, said: “We serve classic 
French cooking: everything 
you can get on the outside, 
really.” Such dassic French 
puddings as torte de pommes 
(apple tart) are served “rare¬ 
ly”, not because they are 
considered too lavish but 

But many British, primp 
cannot afford to leave ijreqefi 
prisons, even If they waited 
to because they must first pay 
French customs fines based on 
the street value of the jdrugs 
seized, often arnount^lg^to 
several million francs. 

The relaxation of European 
border controls prompted a 
wave of drug trafficking, and 
last year the number ctf Brit¬ 
ons held in continental jails 
grew by two-fifths. 

While the food mag. .he 
better, prison life in FripKf 4 
no picnic for Brrton^ydfo 
cannot speak French. As toe 
magazine L'Express repadgfl 
this week: “Arrested and cpnj- 
vfeted on French soiC these 
British citizens 
plunged into an isolatiar^bom 
penal and linguistic.” Vi'.Iv. 
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because they lake too long to 
make. M Varignon said. 

Breakfast does not ip 
croissants, but irenatesi 
the day with a tartine (bread 
and butter) and ca/2 auJmt. 

Some British prisoners, 
however, still complain about 
the cooking. “No matter how 
good toe food, some people 
don’t like it and say there isfoo 
much garlic," according to 
Quro Ohnvo. of Prisoners 
Abroad, the London-based 
group that advises British 
detainees in foreign prisons. 

“Some of these guys just 
want mash and drips,” Mr 
Oluwo said, adding that while 
toe standard of French: prisons 
varies greatly they are gener¬ 
ally “more modern and, better 
equipped” than British ones.. 
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Moi’s scandal-hit 
Bull tormented 
by Kenyan MPs 

Citizens of Johannesburg join hands in solidarity yesterday against what is seen as a tidal wave of violent crime 

South Africans protest at rising violence 
From Reuter in Johannesburg 

KENYAN opposition MPs 
have called for the castration 
of the "Bull of Auckland" — a 
government official who was 
sent away from the recent 
Commonwealth heads of gov¬ 
ernment meeting in New Zea¬ 
land after allegedly indecently 
assaulting a chambermaid in 
his hotel bedroom. They have 
also identified him as Nicho¬ 
las Biwort, a former Energy 
Minister. 

The accusation against the 
close friend and business asso¬ 
ciate of President Moi was 
followed by foot-stamping 
from opposition MPs who 
shouted down Mr Biwon's 
attempts to “protest in the 
strongest possible terms". 

During a lively emergency 
debate on the alleged incident 
in Auckland. Lawrence Sif- 
una. an opposition MP. said 
he had been telephoned by 
the husband of the chamber¬ 
maid. The man said dial Mr 
Biwon. a leading light of die 
ruling Kenya African Nat¬ 
ional Union, had attacked his 
wife. 

“Shame Shame. We want to 
castrate the Bull." MPs shout¬ 
ed before being silenced by the 
Speaker, who told them they 
were in parliament and "not a 
kindergarten". 

“1 don't know what is excit¬ 
ing members." said Francis 
ole Kaporo. the Speaker. Un¬ 
able to resist responding to the 
unintentional pun. opposition 

From Sam Kiley in Nairobi 

MPS replied: The Bull". 
Kalonzo Musyoka. the For¬ 
eign Minister, refused to con¬ 
firm or deny that Mr Biwott 
had been sent from Auckland 
to wait for the rest of the 
Kenyan delegation in Singa¬ 
pore. According to the Kenyan 
press, a grinning Mr Mus¬ 
yoka said that the accusations 
against Mr Biwott were “char¬ 
acter assassination". 

The parliamentary allega¬ 
tion is the latest in a series of 
scandals surrounding Mr 
Biwott. who so far has man¬ 
aged to emerge with his rela¬ 
tionship to die President 
intact. The wealthy former 
holder of the industry and 
energy portfolios has been the 
source of diplomatic embar¬ 
rassment to President Moi in 

Biwott: survived a 
series of scandals 

the past Although a member 
of Air Moi’s entourage during 
his last visit to Britain, he was 
barred from a luncheon at the 
Confederation of British In¬ 
dustry and sent away fuming. 

The Kenyan Foreign Minis¬ 
ter insisted that the privacy of 
the alleged victim was being 
protected, and sard the al¬ 
leged attacker should have the 
same right 

But Mr Musyoka has his 
work cut out in defending 
Kenya’s international reput¬ 
ation. which has taken a 
hammering in recent months 
through a surge in crime. Two 
British Einbassy staff have 
been wounded in carjackings 
and the Indian High Commis¬ 
sioner was almost killed dur¬ 
ing an armed robbery on his 
official residence. There has 
also been a government crack¬ 
down on opposition leaders 
and human rights lawyers. 

Opposition MPs, many of 
whom have been subjected to 
police torture since Kenya was 
democratised in 1991. have 
used eariy-day motions to 
embarrass the Government 
and raise issues of corruption. 

The results have raised par¬ 
liamentary tensions. Lasr 
week Otieno KOpiyo. an 
opposition MP, exchanged 
blows in the chamber with 
David Sankori. a ruling party 
member, who had called him 
a “con man” during an emer¬ 
gency debate. 

THOUSANDS of South Afri¬ 
cans stood for a minute’s 
silence yesterday to mourn 
victims of violent crime. Soon 
afterwards, a lorry driver shot 
a policemen dead in a traffic 
dispute. 

About 3,000 people turned 
out in Johannesburg, one of 
the cities worst affected by 
crime. In Cape Town, where 
on|y about 30 people joined 
religious leaders marching in 

the rain, William Bantom. the 
Mayor, called on the national 
and Western Cape Govern¬ 
ments to take tough action 
against criminals. "We de¬ 
mand urgent action. Act now 
and act tough on criminals," 
he said, echoing a view that 
President Mandela's admin¬ 
istration was soft on crimi¬ 
nals, a criticism that the 
Government denies. 

Small marches, protests 

and silences took place in 
cities and towns across the 
country. The Rhema Church, 
which organised the anti¬ 
crime day. said it had been 
hampered by the state South 
African Broadcasting Corpo¬ 
ration’s refusal to allow it 
airtime to televise public ap¬ 
peals for support. Newspa¬ 
pers said the corporation had 
decided as it did because the 
advertising campaign was too 

violent, the characters por¬ 
trayed suggested that only 
blacks were involved in crime 
and that only the Government 
was held responsible for tack¬ 
ling crime. 

About 50 people die every 
day in violent crimes in South 
Africa, where the commercial 
centre, Johannesburg, and the 
Indian Ocean port of Durban 
have been dubbed the world's 
murder capitals. 

Apartheid 
inquiiy 
to be led 
by Tutu 
From Inigo Gilmore 

IN JOHANNESBURG 

ARCHBISHOP Desmond 
Tutu has been appointed by 
President Mandela to head die 
controversial Truth and Rec¬ 
onciliation Commission which 
is soon to begin investigating 
human rights violations com¬ 
mitted during South Africa’s 
apartheid era. 

The Nobel Prize winner's 
appointment was announced 
yesterday by Jakes Gerwel. 
the Cabinet Secretary. He said 
the formation of the 17 com¬ 
missioners marked "an im¬ 
portant stage in this historic 
process of coming to an under¬ 
standing of our past ... con¬ 
flict-ridden society". 

Given that the Anglican 
cleric is highly respected 
across the racial spectrum, it 
was an expected and popular 
choice. Even so, he has taken 
on perhaps the most testing 
challenge of his career. Arch¬ 
bishop Tutu, a dose friend of 
the South African President, is 
seen to be above party politics 
and has not shied away from 
criticising the ANC-ied 
Government. 

The commission will sift 
through more than 10,000 
cases "involving murder, tor¬ 
ture and a range of abuses. It 
will deride whether to prose¬ 
cute or grant amnesties. Its 
members" include Chris de 
Jager. a former right-wing 
Conservative Party MP, 
whose appointment was op¬ 
posed by the Human Rights 
Coalition because of his polit¬ 
ical background. 

Muslims claim poll 
abuses in Egypt 

From Christopher Walker in Cairo 

PARLIAMENTARY elections 
in Egypt turned yesterday into 
a showdown between the rul¬ 
ing National Democrat Party, 
headed fay President Muba¬ 
rak. and the outlawed but 
previously tolerated Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

Despite certainty that the 
National Democrats will 
maintain their two-thirds ma- Srity in the National Assem- 

y. with 444 seats up for 
election, tire Government 
ordered a crackdown on the 
Brotherhood and other candi¬ 
dates which went on as polling 
started. 

Egyptian officials said that 
Mr Mubarak, who narrowly 
survived an Islamic assassina¬ 
tion attempt in June, was 
determined to avoid a repeti¬ 
tion of the situation in Algeria. 
There. Islamic milhants 
gained legitimacy after unex¬ 
pected gains in the first round 
of an election which, after it 
was annulled, degenerated 
into civil war. As polls dosed 

last night, one man had been 
shot dead and 60 injured in 
nationwide scuffles, clashes 
and shootouts. 

Electoral abuses claimed by 
the Brothers and allied Islam¬ 
ic candidates induded the 
round-up of more than 600 
activists and agents, detention 
of candidates by police, the 
barring of fair-play election 
monitors from hundreds of 
polling stations, and manipu¬ 
lation of electoral registers by 
the ruling party. 

It was alleged that in one 
constituency where the broth¬ 
er of Atef Sedki, the veteran 
Prime Minister, was a candi¬ 
date, boys of 16, two years 
under voting age. were openly 
casting their ballots. 

A spokesman for the 
Islamirist-daminaied Labour 
Party alleged that, by striving 
to prevent the 150 Islamic 
candidates winning, die Gov¬ 
ernment could drive young 
Egyptians into tire arms of 
militants advocating violence. 

Tourists 
return to 
the Nile 

By Christopher Walker 

EGYPT announced with relief 
yesterday that tourism was up 
by nearly a fifth this year. 
despite Islamic fundamental¬ 
ist attacks. After two ruinous 
years, the country registered 
16 million visitors between 
January and October. 

The figures from the Tour¬ 
ism Ministry are taken by the 
Government as justification 
for its drive against Islamic 
militants since the militants’ 
campaign to rid Egypt of its 
tourists and foreign business¬ 
man was launched in 1991 
More than 60 militants have 
been executed, curfews have 
been imposed, thousands 
have been detained and. ac¬ 
cording to human rights mon¬ 
itors. torture has become 
routine. 

During this time, militants 
have killed eight tourists, most 
of them Europeans, and in¬ 
jured 60, prompting a slump 
in revenues conservatively 
estimated at £2 billion. 
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Britain isolated on 
three key issues in 
leaked EU paper 

From Roger Boyes in bonn 

BRITAIN is set for conflict 
with its European partners at 
next years follow-up confer¬ 
ence on the Maastricht treaty, 
judging from the recommen¬ 
dations of a European Union 
“reflection group” published 
in Germany yesterday. 

The document, “Strategy for 
Europe", will be completed 
this week and submitted to EU 
leaders at the Madrid summit 
later next month. 

Britain is isolated on major¬ 
ity voting, the powers of the 
European Parliament and 
common foreign policy. On 
sonic issues, such as the 
integration of the Western 
European Union into the 
European Union, it shares its 
dissenting view with a few 
other member states. While 
these differences were expect¬ 
ed. the document does high¬ 
light the failure of die 
“reflection group” to develop 
any but the most general of 
common recommendations. 

The document leaked to the 
reliable Frankfurter AUge- 
meine Zeitung (FAZ), does not 
identify Britain by name but 
repeatedly refers to the dis¬ 
agreement of “a member". 
The FAZ says this is an 
unambiguous reference to 
David Davis, the Minister for 
European Union. 

The majority of die group 
regarded it as desirable to 
extend majority voting in the 
Council of Ministers, to extend 
the rights of the Strasbourg 
Parliament to create a more 
effective common foreign poli¬ 
cy. and to hand over many 

responsibilities for interior 
and justice issues to die 
Union. "A member” dis¬ 
agreed. The document says 
that “many of us" believed 
qualified majority voting 
should be used more frequent¬ 
ly and as a general principle 
when the Union was enlarged. 
“Some members" believed 
qualified majority voting 
should be used in foreign and 
security policy. “One member 
is opposed as a matter of 
principle to such an exten¬ 
sion,” says the document in a 
dear reference to Britain. 

It was unanimously agreed 
that there should be a joint 
foreign policy analysis and 
polity unit. Ail agreed that 
developing a European de¬ 
fence identity was desirable, in 
so far as it strengthened the 
Atlantic alliance. “11115 app¬ 
ears to have been unanimous¬ 
ly agreed." says the FAZ, “but 
only a majority is in favour of 
strengthening the relations be¬ 
tween the European Union 
and the WEU: the British 
representative did not belong 
to that majority and neither 
did die representatives of 
some of the neutral countries." 

Theo Wkigel. the German 
Finance Minister, fired 
another shot across French 
bows yesterday when he 
emphasised that entry to the 
European monetary union 
could only be dedded in early 
1998 on the basis of “hard 
substantial facts" from die 
year 1997, and not on earlier 
estimates. 

“Anything else is not accept¬ 

able," he said in a tough 
statement delivered to toe 
German parliamentary bud¬ 
get committee. France has 
unsuccessfully tried to insist 
that toe derision be taken at 
toe end of 1997 in order to 
avoid the controversial vote on 
which countries join the single 
currency occurring during toe 
general election in the spring 
of 1998. 

The minister set out the 
German timetable for mone¬ 
tary union in some detail. By 
next year he hoped for a 
common European approval 
of his proposal for a “stability 
pact” aimed at enforcing fiscal 
discipline cm member states 
after entry to toe EMU. The 
final derision on who was in 
and who was out of the EMU 
would come “as early as 
possible” in the year I99S. “A 
derision taken before 1998 
would give rise to great uncer¬ 
tainly.” said the minister, al¬ 
luding to French demands 
that a derision be taken at the 
end of 1997 on toe basis of 
economic forecasts. 

Hans Tletmeyer. toe Bund¬ 
esbank president, addressing 
toe same committee, empha¬ 
sised yesterday that aspiring 
members of the EMU should 
abide by every one of the 
Maastricht conditions — and 
that included a minimum two- 
year membership of the Euro¬ 
pean Exchange Rate Mechan¬ 
ism. Another essential 
condition, he said, was that an 
aspiring member state should 
have a fully independent cen¬ 
tral bank. 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 301995 

Plisetskaya: “to hell with those who say l should retire' 

Ballet star turns 70 
on Bolshoi stage 

From THomas de Waal in Moscow 

Plisetskaya acknowledges applause alter dancing in Swan Lake at the Bolshoi 

MAIYA PLISETSKAYA, toe 
Bolshoi Theatre’s most fam¬ 
ous star, celebrated her 70th 
birthday this week by carry¬ 
ing on dancing on her favour¬ 
ite stage. 

On Tuesday night at the 
Bolshoi her main concession 
to age was to dance toe less 
demanding dying swan of 
Saint-Saens, not that of Tchai¬ 
kovsky. But with her green 
eyes, red hair and slight bufld, 
she still made a powerful 
presence and toe audience 
gave her stormy ovations and 
cascades of red roses. 

Critics have lamented her 
derision to go on dancing, but 
she has ignored them. “To 
bell with those who say I 

should retire." she said five 
years ago. “I am an artisLand 
as long as I can communicate, 
through my artistry I will 
continue to perform.” 

President Yeltsin, who is in 
a sanatorium outside. Mos¬ 
cow, sent his apologies and 
Viktor Chernomyrdin; the 
Prime Minister, kissed her on 
both cheeks before presenting 
her with a medal “For Ser¬ 
vices to toe Fatherland”. In 
Soviet days the Government 
named a planet after her. 

She is not nostalgic for the 
Soviet Bolshoi Her biogra¬ 
phy /. Afnfyn Piisetskoya, is 
full of biting characterisa¬ 
tions. She left the theatre in 
1989 and lives in Munich. 
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Santer vents his wrath on Kinnock 
JACQUES SANTER, the Pres¬ 
ident of the European Com¬ 
mission, yesterday rebuked 
Neil Kinnock, the EU Trans¬ 
port Commissioner and for¬ 
mer Labour Party leader, 
suggesting that weak charac¬ 
ter explained his recent public 
dissent on key EU doctrines. 

Mr Santer'S unusual swipe 
at one of his colleagues reflect¬ 
ed the dismay caused in 
Brussels by the speech last 
week in which Mr Kinnock 
said it was unrealistic to 
expect monetary union to be 
launched on schedule in 1999 
and that toe Union was bun¬ 
gling its approach to new 
members from the East 

It was time to replace loose 
talk with more effective action, 
Mr Santer said, commenting 
on the climate of doubt as 
European leaders prepared to 
settle the final timetable for 
EMU at their summit in 
Madrid next month. Asked 
about demands yesterday in 

Santer tried later to 
soften his criticism 

toe European Parliament for 
Mr Kinnock *s resignation. Mr 
Santer noted that toe 20- 
member Commission was a 
college of equals, but it was his 
job as President to present its 
policy. “If there is one member 
of the college who hesitates, or 
expresses scepticism on cer- 

MNER IN BRUSSELS 

tain points. 1 can only say that 
he may not have a strong 
enough personality to prevail 
in the college.” 

Later. Mr Santer sought to 
soften toe impact of his criti¬ 
cism. The British Commis¬ 
sioner's remarks were “dama¬ 
ging to the policy and purpose 
upheld by the College of 
Commissioners." he said. “I 
do not consider, however, that 
Neil Kinnock has a weak 
personality" He is a “very 
active, cooperative and eff¬ 
icient Commissioner, and I 
look foward to further work¬ 
ing together." added Mr 
Santer. 

While Mr Kinnock, a strong 
supporter of EMU, was only 
voicing thoughts which are 
widespread in Europe, his 
derision to utter them at a 
meeting of businessmen in 
Berkshire is seen as under¬ 
mining toe Commission's job 
as guardian of the purity of the 
Union’s central project. 

Another Briton, Bernard 
Connolly, has been suspended 
from his post as a senior 
Commission official and is 
awaiting a disciplinary tribu¬ 
nal for denouncing the whole 
EMU scheme in his book The. 
Rotten Heart of Europe. 

In combative mood. Mr 
Santer tried to sweep aside the 
doubters, saying: “EMU is 
firmly on the rails”. He urged 
Union leaders to end the 
suspense over a name for toe 
future currency. This was vital 
for winning public acceptance, 
he said. 

The Commission also set 
out a scheme yesterday for a 
successor to toe Exchange 
Rate Mechanism which would 
link the currencies of EMU 
member states to those of the 
non-members. The Commis¬ 
sion hoped that if Britain 
exercised its opt-out and 
stayed away from EMU, it 
would still take part in the new 
system. 

Parents of 

Cabinet meets as Papandreon 
is put on life-support machine 

From Malcolm Brabant in Athens 

dingo baby 
seek ruling 
Sydney: An inquest into toe 
disappearance of nine-week- 
old Azaria Chamberlain re¬ 
sumed yesterday to rule 
formally on toe circumstances 
(Vivienne Homer writes). 

Azaria’s parents Lindy and 
Michael Chamberlain daim 
that she was taken by a dingo 
at a campsite at Ayer’s Rock in 
1980. Her body has never been 
found. The couple has asked 
the coroner to rule that a dingo 
took their baby and dear them 
of involvement. The case has 
already been the subject of rwo 
inquests, a trial, two appeals 
and a special inquiry. 

Maccabee tomb 

THE Greek Prime Minister. 
Andreas Papandreou. was 
yesterday dinging to life on a 
life-support machine. 

As doctors denied that he 
was clinically dead, senior 
members of the Cabinet held 
an unsdieduled meeting, os¬ 
tensibly to discuss “education 
and social problems” but most 
probabfy to confront toe suc¬ 
cession issue from which, unto 
now, they have shied away. 

An American nutritionist 
was sent to Athens to try to 
help toe Socialist leader, 76, to 
regain some of the I3lb he has 
lost from his emaciated frame 
since he was admitted to 
intensive care with pneumo¬ 
nia 11 days ago. Apparently 
Mr Papandreou's immune 
systems were collapsing, with 
Ws kidneys and lungs, mak¬ 
ing it difficult for him to fight 
off infection. 

“The health of the Prime 
Minister has taken a turn for 
the worse and we have been 
forced to use a kidney machine 
and subsequently a respirator 
to support his breathing," a 
statement from his team of 24 
doctors said yesterday. 

Professor Gregory Skal- 
keas, of the Onassis Heart 
Centre, said, however. “The 
Prime Minister's brain and 
heart are functioning well. He 
is not clinically dead.” 

An army of senior govern¬ 
ment officials and party activ¬ 
ists have set up camp in the 
Prime Minister’s hospital, es¬ 
tablishing what amounts to a 
parliamentary annexe, with 
Mr Papandreou "s closest aides 
visiting him in relays round 
the clock 

Nearly all the 169 deputies 
of the Socialist Party (Pasok) 
that he founded 21 years ago 

have filed by his hospital bed, 
as have opposition figures. 

Sources at the Prune Minis¬ 
ter’s official residence 
described the situation' as 
grave but were clinging td toe 
hope that he might recover. 

Mr Papandreou’s .wife 
Mimi, 40. left the intensive 
care unit for toe hospital 
chapel to tight a candle for 
him early yesterday. In better 
times today, when hundreds 
of thousands of Andreases of 
Greek origin are celebrating 
St Andrew’s Day, would have 
been a time of celebration for 
die Papandreou family. In 
Greece the name day is more 
important for Orthodox Chris¬ 
tians than a birthday. * 

One Pasok member outside 
toe hospital said yesterday: “I 
am ready to give [the Prime 
Minister] all of my organs as 
long as he lives." 
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Jan 16.23 £525-Jan 30X535 

Peb6,13.20X545 • Feb27X555 
Mar5,12X565-Mar 19.26X575 

Apr2£595-Apr9,16.23,30X575 

Single room supplemental60 
(single twin share £50) 

Ttrifllndsdes:return (lights, Toadlianrfer*." nights 
accommodation on a M and breafcfitsl basis, scroces 
of a local host- Not (ndudE± trsvd insurance.airport 
taxes, tipping. All prices are solved to dwpt. 

0171-6161000 

stone, the closest hotel to the Falk themselves. It has air- 
conditioning, a garden, swimming pool two restaurants and 
bars and all bedrooms are comfortably furnished with ensuite 
bathrooms. 

This offer represents asavingof many hundreds of pounds from 
the original tariff and is available only on a strict first-come 
first-served basis. Interested travellers should therefore con¬ 
tact us as soon as possible. . 

VOYAGESJULES VERNE 
21 Dorset Square, 

London NW1 6QG 
Travel ProrarfJons Ltt. ABTAVI661ATOL OT3B 
Ourofficesare tom far u kphene reservation* 

wcekdars 9amto7pnai»iu weekend* 
For personal eabera, our office hour* are Sam In 5pm 

Medatzysand4arnto1pcn5atunbn. 

‘misidentified’ 
Jerusalem: Archaeologists 
said they had misidentified a 
tomb recently uncovered in 
Israel as that of a member of 
the Maccabees, a Jewish fam¬ 
ily whose rebellion inspired 
the Hanukkah holiday. Dis¬ 
covery of the burial site, 
during road-widening work, 
caused protests by tens of 
thousands of Orthodox Jews 
who claimed that the archaeol¬ 
ogists were defiling Jewish 
graves. (Reuter) 

Israeli jets raid 
border hideouts 
Jerusalem: Israeli aircraft 
launched fresh raids on Islam¬ 
ic guerrilla hideouts in south¬ 
ern Lebanon in retaliation for 
rocket attacks along toe bor¬ 
der (Ross Dunn writes). There 
were no reports of casualties. 
Extra troops and several Is¬ 
raeli tanks were sent to the 
area. On Tuesday. Hezbollah 
guerrillas bombarded Galilee, 
wounding eight Israelis. 

(Trident Gold Coin Distribution Swiss Bank Vault discovery of 

Original British Gold Sovereigns 
"What a lovely 

Christmas surprise of Queen Victoria 
A smaB board of British Gold Sovereigns, bearing the three different designs of 
Victoria dated from 1871 to 1901 and struck by the Royal torn over a 100 years ago, 
have been discovered overseas are now being made available to the public and dealers 
alike. These 22 carat gold coins weighing nearly a quarter of an ounce are in superb 
condition and are being offered for sate at an excellent price of only £38.00 each. 
Applications can be mode In writing indicating how many and which type you require 
(maximum of 2 of each type) using our freepost service. For a quicker response you can 
register your requirements by phoning the company's freephone 0500 011411 to 
confirm your a/location. Ail major credit cards accepted. Successful app£ cants wtfl be 
advised. DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY imtiJ notified. Whether you are just collecting or 
looking to the future this gold bulfon is an opportunity not be missed. K you are lucky we 
know you wil be delighted with your new found treasure. 
Office hours 8-30am to 550pm. Open today Saturday & Sunday 950am to B50pm. 

— THdwtt Coins Uri- PO Box 335, Mfdnn. Bihl Phone/Fax: qi62i SffiSSB_ _ 

Please accept my application for (state number) 
Young Head 1871-1887 (Knww as the Bun Hoad) 

Jubilee Head 1887-1893 (Owens 5tth Jubfee) 
Old Head 1893-1901 (wuow neat tartan 

at £98.00 each Including P&P and Insurance. 
Plush Display Boxes available @ £3.50 each 

Pin— address your 
—■cation to; 
Tfetort G.CJX, 

Heopoet, 
PO- Box 335, 
Motion, Emcx. 

cm BUP. 

I 

ame 

Address 

Postcode 

Young Head 

Jubilee Head 

-TWESOCTasI QM Head 

Silent. 
d£ct d avail 

that’s actually 
appropriate 

Create your own budget and take control of your personal finances with Microsoft* Money 4.0 for Windows* 95 on your PC. Call the Microsoft Connection 

on 0345 00 2000 for more details. ©1TO3 Wcromrft. lOcmoft mud Windows are registered tredeomrits, »n<i"Where do yoe w*at to Ro todxyTU ■ tredetw* of Itto Microsoft Corporation hi t*» US matf* axhwr «»»««*■ 

Microsoft 
WHERE OQ YOU WANT TO 
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Suu Kyi decides to 
boycott junta’s 

democracy talks 
From AbbyTan in Rangoon 

[HE main Burmese oppnsi- 
non »roup yesterday pulled 
out of a national convention 
drafting a constitution, further 
straining ties with the military 
regime bent on staving in 
power. 

Aung Sun Suu Kyi. leader of 
the National League for De¬ 
mocracy. announced, howev- 
^r- that she was keeping the 
doors open for dialogue with 
•he junta to ensure a demo¬ 
cratic process in writing the 
new basic law rhai will be 
acceptable to the Burmese 
people. 

The league said it would not 
he attending the national con¬ 
vention "until such time as the 
dialogue with a view to achiev- 
,n~ national reconciliation, 
genuine muljj-pany dcmocra- 
'-■> and a constitution that can 
win the support and confi¬ 
dence of the people has been 
Hio-cAifully put into effect". 

At a packed press confer¬ 
ence at her lakeside home, 
a Mended by diplomats and the 
international press which con- 
\erged in Rangoon to monitor 
a tense week in Burmese 
opposition politics. Daw Suu 
Kyi demanded: “If the league 
i' not allowed to represent the 
views of the people, then why 
uus the election held in 1090V 

I lie league won a majority 
o! the legislature seats in that 

election, only to be nullified by 
the junta known as the State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council. The council cracked 
down on the prodemocracy 
movement and pul Daw Suu 
Kyi under house arrest for six 
years until her unconditional 
release in July. 

The council responded to 
the opposition move in a low- 
key manner. The staiemem 
published in government 
media said ihe national con¬ 
vention will continue business 
as usual without the league. 

The Government accused 
the league of trying to disrupt 
the convention, saying the 
boycott was "tantamount to 
totally forsaking and going 
against the national interests". 
Daw Suu Kyi repeatedly de¬ 
nied at her press conference 
she was seeking confronta¬ 
tion. bur blamed the junta for 
refusing to talk to her on the 
restoration of democracy. 

"Their refusal to dialogue is 
far more confrontational," 
said Daw Suu Kyi. SO. who 
won the Nobel peace prize in 
1991 while in prison. She said 
she always believed in “give 
and take". She specifically 
called on her followers not to 
take to the streets. 

Security was tightened out¬ 
side the homes of three (op 
league leaders last night after 

the boycott. The boycott 
capped what analysis saw as 
four frustrating months for 
the celebrated dissident whose 
freedom was meaningless to 
her as the junta continued to 
ignore her, and refused to 
stan dialogue with her. 

The league made the deci¬ 
sion to boycott the convention 
after the Government did not 
acknowledge opposition con¬ 
cerns that the procedures for 
drafting the law were undem¬ 
ocratic as the party1 delegates 
were not allowed to discuss 
issues freely. 

Last week Daw Suu Kyi 
issued a warning that the 
procedures were unaccept¬ 
able. The national convention 
had been drafting a new 
constitution for three years. 
But when it reconvened on 
Tuesday, the league delegates 
walked out after the chairman 
of the convention, a ranking 
army general, did not respond 
to the concerns. 

Analysts feel Daw Suu Kyi 
has to resort to lobbying the 
international community 
again — as she did for her 
release — to put pressure on 
the junta. At her press confer¬ 
ence she urged the world 
community to support the 
United Nations resolution 
calling cm the junta to open a 
dialogue with the opposition. Daw Suu Kyi meets supporters after the press conference in Rangoon yesterday 

China’s challenge 
gives Tibet two 

Panchen Lamas 
From James Pringle in Peking 

CHINA set the stage for a 
potentially divisive battle with 
the Dalai Lama for the loyal¬ 
ties of Tibetan Biaidhists yes¬ 
terday after it selected a six- 
year-old boy as the next 
Panchen Lama over the choice 
of Tibet's spiritual head. 

A religious ceremony was 
held — bizarrely by the atheist 
Chinese authorities — to pick 
the boy as the new Panchen 
Lama at the Jokhang in Lha¬ 
sa. one of the Tibetan capital’s 
holiest shrines. His name was 
drawn from a golden um in 
front of a statue of ihe Buddha 
“in strict accordance with the 
rituals of Tibetan Buddhism", 
the official New China News 
Agency said. 

The Dalai Lama, in May. 
had identified another six- 
year-old bpy, Gedhun Choekyi 
Nyima. as the reincarnation of 
the tenth Panchen Lama, who 
had died in January 1989. The 
Panchen Lama is traditionally 
the second most influential 
leader after the Dalai Lama. 

The boy picked by rhe Dalai 
Lama is believed to be de¬ 
tained in Peking. China has 
refused to comment on his 
whereabouts. “He could be 
poisoned or eliminated in 
some other way." said a 
foreign Buddhist devotee in 
ftking last night. 

Whatever his fate. Tiber 
now has two Panchen Lamas, 
one blessed by the Dalai 
Lama, still regarded as a god- 
king by Tibetans, and one 

approved by China, the pow¬ 
erful rulers of Tibet. 

At the ceremony in the 
Jokhang yesterday, some of 
past clashes between Tibetans 
loyal to the Dalai Lama and 
Chinese police. Gyaincain 
Norbu was picked as Peking's 
Panchen Lama. He was select¬ 
ed from among three candi¬ 
dates, none of whom had the 
blessing of the Dalai Lama. 

"A situation where there are 
two Panchen Lamas has obvi¬ 
ously the potential to provoke 
trouble and, is a possible 
formula for unrest," said a 
foreign diplomat here. 

The Dalai Lama's govem- 
ment-in-exile in northern In¬ 
dia said Peking’s choice of 
Panchen Lama should be re¬ 
jected as a “pretender”. "The 
Chinese controlling Tibet have 
the power to do what they like, 
bur for the Tibetans this is not 
acceptable." it said. 

Foreign diplomais say Chi¬ 
na believes that controlling the 
Panchen Lama will strengthen 
its rule and that eventually' it 
hopes to select the next Dalai 
Lama, thus eliminating the 
focal point of opposition to its 
oppressive rule in Tibet. 

Neither Peking nor the Da¬ 
lai Lama is likely to back 
down in the clash, which 
mirrors periods in the late 
Middle Ages when the Catho¬ 
lic Church had two Popes, say 
the diplomats. "Both sides 
have painted themselves into a 
comer." said one envoy. 

Britons’ drugs trial is 
delayed for tenth time 

From Andrew Drummond in Bangkok 

THE drugs trial of a British 
couple Sandra Gregory and 
Robert Lock in Thailand 
failed to go ahead again 
yesterday after being ad¬ 
journed for the tenth time to 
allow a witness to appear. 

Journalists and British Em¬ 
bassy officials attending the 
hearing in Bangkok were told 
that the manager of Bangla¬ 
desh Biman airlines had 
failed to appear again despite 
the threat of arrest. 

His continuing failure to 
appear has delayed the trial 

for more than six months. It 
means that Miss Gregory, of 
Sowerby Bridge, and Mr 
Lock, of Cambridge, have 
been awaiting trial for over 
two-ond-a-half years. 

They are charged with traf¬ 
ficking in 89 grams of heroin. 
Mr Lock. 30. has pleaded not 
guilty. Miss Gregory has 
pleaded guilty. 

They were arrested at Bang¬ 
kok’s Don Muang airport in 
February 1993 as they were 
about to board a Biman 
Airlines flight to Tokyo. 
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• FREE 90 doy Green Cord | 

• FREE Uninsured loss Recovery | 
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This quote is just one testimonial to Rukba’s work. 

Today too many elderly people are forced to live in 

poverty - or face the trauma of leaving their homes. 

Unfortunate circumstances have left them in need of 

urgent financial help. 

At Rukba we are helping 5000 elderly people, who 

have devoted their professional or personal lives ro 

others, to stay in their own homes by giving them a 

small regular additional income. Our network of 750 

volunteers provides friendship and practical help.. 

4^ Rukba 
Helping elderly people 
stay independent 

If you would like further tnfonn&tioa about Rukba's work and/or can help with a 

flaMDMi, pteKC complete die coupon below. EtfTS fends are Deeded ooriokip owe j 

ejderiy people. 
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Name Address 

Postcode 

BOSCH 
PSB 9,6 VES-2 

CORDLESS 
HAMMER 

DRILL 
9,6 volt, variable 
speed, 10mm 
keyless chuck. 

BOSCH PDA 100 
DELTA SANDER 
100 watts, 
single speed, 
94mm disc. 

CORDED DRILLS 
ft DECKER KD577CRT 

HAMMER DRILL 
Hammer action. 620 watt motor 
with variable speed, ASO 
13mm chuck.LOT 

CORDLESS 
SCREWDR1DERS 

BLACK ft DECKER KC9019K 
CORDLESS SCREWDRIVER 
12 hour charge. 3.6 volt. 
6 torque settings. 

£39" wallmount 
charging 

BLACK ft DECKER KA185A 
ORBITAL SANDER 
135 watt, 1 speed, 

external dust .£3150 
BOSCH PDA 120E 
DELTA SANDS KTT 
120 watt comes with „ 
sanding discs and J£ CO.99 
carry case. 

OTHER POWER TOOLS 
& ACCESSORIES 

BOSCH PHO 1SB2 PLANER 
500 watts with cutting depth of 
0-1.5mm and rebate /AO-99 
depth of 0-flmm.JmT J 

©BOSCH PST54E JIGSAW 
350 watt, 3000 rpm /AQ.50 
and variable speed 

tf^BLACK ft DECKER KS865 
CIRCULAR SAW 
1200 watt, 184mm diameter 
blade and dust ZOO-99 
extraction facility..BmWw 

When'. 
Wa baton tort 

... _ whenyotrmitdMseany 
symboL aw tMto* to* rtototo.** 

$u can do it 
umett ifm Bz&it/ 

Please send 10 William Kalb bone, Rukba, FREEPOST, 6 Avonmore Road, 

LoMbfiiWUHBR. Ika^lMBy^BadmtaBcinBnQiainrNiiLZiOT^ T 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday to Saturday Most stpres Sam - 8pm. 
Sunday England & Wales 10om - 4pm (Where 

permitted) Scotland ft Northern Ireland 9am - 0pm, 
(Ballymena closed). Certain store hours con very, 

please 'phone yotx nearest store 10 confirm. 

•B5in*aongBK}B06«a*Dd BfrtoHtaSlsmondHeiKtSWWOitocfcpaWMUiiiianaonrt 
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iw^wiimistOTi.cna^eKiac.ePJm.asaoc.asTC «o«iO(ioKbfow*w» 00*00*3 31.12* 
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Risk factors for pneumonia □ GPs warned on 

splenectomy □ Effects of cannabis use 

Season of bad chests 
The deteriorating condition , 

of the Greek Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Andreas Papandreou, 

since being admitted to hospital 
for treatment for pneumonia is 
no surprise. Some particular 
features in a patient's past 
medical history point to a bad 
prognosis if he or she later 
develops a severe chest infec¬ 
tion. acute bronchitis or pneo- MET 
mania. So Ear as these possibly nnjr 
adverse factors are concerned. DIUI 
Mr Papandreou holds a nearly -~ 
full hand. The Prime Minister is Dr'll 
known to have suffered from tJ 
previous cardiovascular prob- otlltl 
lems. Even a rapid heart rate or 11 — ... 
high blood pressure in a patient 
may be enough to weigh the scales against an 
uneventful recovery. He has impaired renal 
function, is well into his seventies and has 
previously had severe -chest infections. Dr 
Robert Wilson, of the Royal Brampton and 
National Heart and Lung Institute in 
London, has written about the pointers to a 
bad prognosis in cases of bronchitis and 
pneumonia in die medical journal Update. 

Mr Papandreou will not be alone in his 
troubles. This is the season when pneumonia 
frequently complicates flu, and respiratory 
tract infections once again become medically 
important, since in recent years die organ¬ 
isms in our lungs have become more varied, 
more virulent and better at resisting the 
standard antibiotics. 

In general practice it is impossible to 
culture the sputum of all patients with 
bronchitis or pneumonia and it is recom¬ 
mended that they should be treated empiri¬ 
cally. but not of course haphazardly. The 
doctor has to deride before prescribing the 
antibiotic which organism is likely to be 
causing the infection, and its probable 

MEDICAL 
BRIEFING 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 

-ii response to any antibiotic, as 
well as making a judgment on 
die patient*s natural resistance 
to an infection; for past history, 
asm Mr Papandrow’s case, will 

also have a fundamental effect 
on the outcome. 

Dr Wilson recommends that 
■patients with a simple bronchi¬ 
tis, or a persistent productive 

[CAL ' cough from tracheo-branchitis 
left over from a cold or flu, wffl 
probably respond to such basic 

- antibiotics as amoxycillin, eryth- 
vmac . romydn, trimethoprim or tetra- 

j cydines. Conversely those who 
ford have severe chronic bronchitis, 

* chronic bronchial sepsis, or 
-more than three recent attacks of 

bronchitis — particularly if any of these 
conditions are associated with other medical 
problems — need the more expensive, but 
more effective, modern antibiotics. These 
include such preparations as ZUhiomax 
(azithromycin). Klararid (darithromycin) 
and Augmentin (amoxycillin / clayulanate). 
The more long-lasting the bronchitis and the 
more mucus present, the less efficient is the 
antibiotic at penetrating it and die bronchial 
tubes to which it adheres. The quinolone' 
antibiotics are good at penetrating mucus, 
but are not suitable for treating pneumonia if 
there is any chance that H might be caused by 
pneumontocoecL 

Klararid and Zithromax are increasingly 
used in general practice as they are also 
effective against Chlamydia pneumoniae, 
an organism which, until recently, rarely 
figured in pathology reports, but Is now not 
only associated with chronic bronchitis and 
pneumonia but is also found in die lun^ of 
patients who develop angina — as well as in 
victims of strokes and transient ischaemic 
attacks. 

People with no spleen need extra care 
Surgeons are more reluctant to remove 

damaged spleens than they were ten 
years ago. Evidence has accumulated 

that the spleen is an important part of the 
body’s immune system and that without it 
patients are much more likely to succumb to 
infection which others would shrug off. 

So-kmg as people drive cars, play contact 
sports, ski. dinnb mountains or ride, some 
spleens will inevitably be damaged beyond 
repair, leaving the surgeons no option other 
than to take them out . 

The Department of Health has advised 
family doctors that all patients over the age of 
two without a spleen should be immunised 
with pneumonococcaJ vaccine which needs 
boosting every five years. They should also 
have injections against Hib and vaccination 

against meningitis A and C. Up to the age of 
16 they should be taking antibiotics regularly 
and thereafter have easy access to them, so 
that they may be started immediately in the 
event of a bacterial infection. 

This week's .Genera/ Practitioner maga¬ 
zine gives warning that the two principal 
insurance companies providing protection (dr 
GPs against negligence claims have advised 
that doctors may be considered negligent if 
they do not take these steps to protect a patient 
who has had his spleen removed. 

A survey carried out- in South Buckingham¬ 
shire, whore doctors have been encouraged to 
ensure that their asplenic patients are 
immunised, has shown that more than SO per 
cent of the patients are now aware of the 
.dangers and have been correctly vaccinated. 

Red faces in an Ambridge household 
The pharmacological effect of cannabis 

has become a talking point in The 
Archery. After the new boyfriend of the 

Aldridges’ wayward daughter. Kate, added 
some of die drug to the casserole they fed to 
the older generation, the most striking effect 
other than loss of inhibition, seemed to be a 
bright red face. 

If the cannabis had been smoked rather 
than taken in the stew, there would be a much 
better chemical explanation for the change in 
complexion. The increase in the amount-of 
carboxyhaemoglobin, which turns the blood 
bright red and diminishes its oxygen-carrying 
powers, is. according to a report in the journal 
Thorax, five times as great after smoking 
cannabis as it is after smoking tobacco. 

The BMJ, commenting on die report 
makes a plea for further investigations. If 
cannabis smoking can be shown to diminish 
the oxygen supply to people with intellectual 
impairment or chest or cardiovascular dis¬ 
ease. the results would be serious.. 

Hot fluids, with or without cannabis, 
increase flushing, and if there is any tendency 
to acne rosacea, a chronic inflammatory 
disorder of the nose, cheek, dun and 
forehead, this will become more obvious. The 
recommended treatment' for rosacea is with 
antibiotics taken either by mouth or applied 
as an antimicrobial gel, MetrogeL Diet makes 
no difference to rosacea; cutting out rich foods 
would not, in the longterm, be any more 
useful than avoiding Kate's hot stew. 

Free line rental this 
year. No tariff increases 

guaranteed for life. 
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Trying to figure it out difficulties in teaming to do simple arithmetic can turn some children off the study of mathematics for the rest of their liv® 

Crunching numbers 
Alex Sebley is 6ft 3in 

tall and beading, he 
hopes, for art college. 
People find it difficult 

to believe that this strapping, 
articulate young man of 16 has 
the mathematical ability of a 
nine-year-old. 

Yet Alex’s little-known 
handicap has dogged his 
school career and led his 
mother Diana into a lengthy 
battle with education bureau¬ 
crats. Psychologists have diag¬ 
nosed dyscalculia, or mathem¬ 
atical dyslexia, but the local 
authority remains uncon¬ 
vinced. The dispute reaches a 
dim ax next week when Alex 
again stands to lose die extra 
support he receives at school. 

A century after dyslexia was 
discovered it has at last be¬ 
come accepted that significant 
numbers of, otherwise intelli¬ 
gent people struggle with the 
basics of literacy. But no such 
consensus exists in the realms 
of numeracy. Research is said 
to be 15 years behind that for 
language dyslexia, and those 
who cannot master the sim¬ 
plest arithmetic are simply 
dismissed as slow learners. 

For many, however, the 
knack never comes. Number 
bonds that are second nature 
to pupils of similar intelligence 
never develop, tables refuse to 
stick and basic arithmetical 
processes remain a mystery. 
Even if sufferers move on to 
more advanced mathematical 
concepts, as many do, they are 
handicapped by an inability to 
complete simple tasks. 

With hindsight, Alex suf¬ 
fered from number-blindness 
from his earliest days at 
school. But it was wily when 
he applied to join his brother 
at Portsmouth Grammar 
School that alarm bells were 
sounded. The school warned 
his family of probable team¬ 
ing difficulties, which were 
confirmed subsequently by his 
middle school. 

"I was never much good at 
maths, so I didn’t think any¬ 
thing of it when he fell behind 
at first,” Mrs Sebley says. “But 

John O’Leary on dyscalculia, the new leamin; 
difficulty hindering bright children 

he has never really pro¬ 
gressed. Even though ms IQ is 
above average, he still cannot 
usea digital dock.” 

Like many education au¬ 
thorities, however. Hamp¬ 
shire has pared its “special 
needs" provision to the bone, 
and is reluctant to provide 
extra tuition except tor the 
most backward. Alex’s “state¬ 
ment" — his passport to spe¬ 
cialist teaching — has been 
withdrawn once — until Mrs 
Sebley got a barrister to put 
his case at a tribunal. If 
tomorrow's review results in 
another removal, she is threat¬ 
ening an injunction. 

“ TT"Veople think he 
B sounds perfectly all 

right, arid won’t ac- 
cept that there’s any¬ 

thing the matter with him,” 
Mrs Sebley says. "But al¬ 
though his reading has im¬ 
proved, he just doesn't see 
numbers. They could be 
Greek to him." 

Like other mathematical 
stragglers, Alex has poor 
short-term memoiy and par¬ 
ticular difficulty with spelling. 
Sufferers tend to forget basic 
procedures such as how to 
subtract Many suffer from 
the dyslexic* classic confusion 
of left and right 

Dyslexia specialists reel off 
similar cases. At Essex Univ¬ 
ersity, for example. Professor 
Christine Temple treated 
twins with IQs in the top 5 per 
cent of their age group, but 
who could not multiply four 
fours without going through a 
tortuous process. 

Professor Temple believes 
talented mathematicians are 
being lost to the subject be¬ 
cause their dyscalculia is not 
recognised before they become 
disheartened. "The difficulty 
they have is with a very simple 
logical element of arithmetic." 
she told Radio 4*s All in the 
Mind last month. "They can 
still be quite gifted ... particu¬ 
larly in areas where geometri¬ 
cal skills or the ability to 
design in three dimensions are 
more important” 

The experts differ on the 
existence of a discrete condi¬ 
tion affecting mathematical | 
competence alone, but few 
doubt that some form of ' 
dyslexia is impairing the I 
mathematical development of i 
thousands of young people. I 

Professor Tim Miles, of the i 
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University of Wales, Bangor, 
one of tile leading academics 
in the field, says that at least 
two-thirds of dyslexics have 
difficulty with mathematics. 
But he is waiy of elevating the 
condition into a new cause 
celibre. "I think that fancy 
labels like dyscalculia can be 
unhelpful: neurologists have 
found nothing that selectively 
affects mathematics. 1 prefer 
to look at ft as another symp¬ 
tom of dyslexia.” 

Whatever the label, there is 
no doubt the condition can be 
overcome. At the Helen Arkell 
Dyslexia Centre, in Frensham, 
Surrey, for example, teachers 
employ a “multi-sensory" ap¬ 
proach to learning, using puz¬ 
zles, contrasting colours and 
.even building Mocks to help 
sufferers to make the basic 
connections. 

The Maths 100 foundation, 
which runs extracurricular 
courses, also claims a high 
level of success with the grow¬ 
ing numbers of children re¬ 
ferred to its dubs. The 
foundation finds that conven¬ 
tional remedial teaching, rety¬ 
ing on reading and continual 
practice, does not work. Only 
painstaking explanation, us¬ 
ing apparatus and diagrams 
at every stage, will make a 
lasting diflerence. 

Cheryi Maiden. Maths 100’s 
head of schools, says: “We see 

a range of cases, from those 
with a physical eye problem to 
hyperactive children and those 
who have a specific problem 
with maths. It is very easy for. 
primary teachers to spot, but 
they simply are not trained to 
do h al the moment Parents 
can pick it up. but they have to 
exercise caution because it is 
becoming fashionable.” ' 

The Dyslexia Institute, 
which assesses almost 6,000 
children and adults each year, 
now indudes mathematical 
testing in the process. Liz 
Brooks, the executive director, 
says: “Over half of the people 
referred to us have difficulties 
with maths. Whether they are 
specific to maths or part of a 
continuum of difficulties is 
impossible to say from the 
research. They are usually not 
so devastating as literacy 
problems, but they can still 
cause distress.” 

• Spotting the problem 
Common symptoms of mathe¬ 
matical dyslexia, which usual-: 
ty appear around the age of 
right, indude: 
Early hearing difficulty 
Left/right confusion 
Inability to spot number pat¬ 
terns, such as odd and even 
numbers 
Difficulty in learning tables 
Printing letters or numbers in 
the wrong order 
Confusing numbers or writing 
them the wrong way round 
Poorspelling 
Unnaturally slow and/or er¬ 
ratic work 
Poor mental arithmetic and. 
estimation skills 

• The next step 
Assessment by a chartered 
psychologist to compare IQ . 
with attainment. Registers' 
should be in public libraries. 

• Whereto go for advice -- 
Dyslexia Institute: 01784 
463851; Helen Arkell Dyslexia!*, 
Centre: 01252 792400; Maffii - 
100:01491411686: . 
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The joke that nearly ruined my life 
Valeric Grove hears 

Gerald Ratner’s plans 
to put that remark 

firmly behind him Christmas- is coming, and 
Gerald Ratncr is getting 
twitchy. He lungs to get 
back into the sparkle busi¬ 

ness. In the jewellery lrade Christ- 
mas is crucial: the one rime you can 

a real killing. Ir is exactly 
three years since he resigned from 
•he jewellery chain that bore his 
name, and he now has to watch his 
•>ld company (renamed Signet) 
languishing in the doldrums, re¬ 
porting a £21 million loss in the last 
hall-year. 

And he knows bener than any¬ 
one that if it had not been for’a 
single word — used routinely by the 
younger generation to describe a 
film, a hamburger or a T-shirt they 
dislike — he wnuld still be flogging 
ihe gold stuff in Christmas presen¬ 
tation boxes'. 

I rather expected him 
to be a uide-boy wear¬ 
ing gold chains but 
Rainer, at home in his 
sunny house at Bray, 
wears nothing that glis¬ 
ters except a white gold 
Rules. ‘'I'm not mad 
about gold on men." he 
Nays. "1 was never excit¬ 
ed by jewellery. For me 
ii was purely the excite- 
nieni of the business, of 
selling." 

It was in 194lT the 
year he was bom. that 
his father starred a jewellery shop 
in rhe London suburbs. Gerald, one 
of four children, the only boy. was 
outspoken even then. He was only 
13. and at Hendon Grammar 
School, when at a teacher's funeral 
he boldly asked the aged headmas¬ 
ter why he didn't just stay at the 
crematorium. Already in trouble, 
he was expelled. 

He didn't mind: he just wanted to 
leave school and all that (sorry) 
crap, and work in one of his father’s 
jewellery shops. He had a'flair for 
salesmanship: he was overjoyed to 
be out of school and good at giving 
customers the hard sell. "I'm quite 
a persuasive character and I en¬ 
joyed selling." And he already had 
ideas about jewellery shops. They 
moved into Oxford Street when he 
was 18 and he saw how fast the 
street traders could move their 
stock just by flagrant patter. 

“Until those days, jewellery 

‘No job, 
no payoff 

but he 
still went 

to the 
Caribbean’ 

shops had always been dim, daunt¬ 
ing places which people entered 
once or twice a lifetime: when they 
got married, and when they needed 
a retirement watch. It drove me 
mad. I was very frustrated." 

When his father retired the 
business was losing money. "Sam¬ 
uel’s had bought 20 per cunt of us, 
and I thought Tin not going to be 
managing director for very long 
unless we do something'. And it 
had to be something dramatic. 
Burton and Next were doing phe¬ 
nomenal business and we were not 
gening the disposable income on a 
Saturday afternoon, wc weren’t 
part of the boom. I felt very left our 
of things. Other people were doing 
it Terry Jordan was selling, and a 
jeweller called Robert Anthony was 
flourishing in Newcastle. I got 
_ there early one morning 

and found people queu¬ 
ing at his doors. Get the 
right product at the 
right price, and 1 knew 
we could do volume 
business. We had to 
lower our prices. No¬ 
body was going to buy a 
£500 ring on impulse on 
a Saturday afternoon. 
Wc had 5.000 lines and 
wc changed every one of 
them. 

———— “What we tuned into 
was gold chains and 

earrings. It was within people's 
reach to buy gold stuff instead of a 
bell or shoes, if they had twenty 
quid in their pocket. The 99p 
earrings were a bit of a loss leader, 
but people realised they could walk 
into a jeweller's with under a 
pound, instead of waiting until they 
had £1.000" 

On the old Jack Cohen of Tesco's 
motto of “pile it high and sell it 
cheap" wares were blazoned on 
garish posters on shopfronts and 
incentive prizes offered to manag¬ 
ers who sold most And all went 
swimmingly. Ratner became the 
biggest jeweller in the world. He 
lived in The Grave, Highgate. a 
neighbour of Yehudi Menuhin and 
other grandees. 

And then, in April 1991, he spoke 
at the Institute of Directors' annual 
convention at the Albert Hall. 
How. he asked rhetorically, could 
Ratners sell a cut-glass sherry 

decanter and six glasses on a silver 
tray for £4.95? "Because it is total 
crap." 

"The amazing thing was. I had 
made that joke so many times 
before. It had even appeared in the 
Financial Times in 1987. Every¬ 
body laughed at it. Goldman Sachs 
used to offer a Rainer's sherry 
decanter for the most efficient stock 
market analyst. I worked it into my 
act, whenever 1 did presentations or 
speeches. It always went down 
well.” 

For his Albert Hall appearance, 
he had prepared a straight and 
rather dull speech. Someone told 
him people expected jokes. So he 
slipped in the earring that cost less 
than a prawn sandwich, and the 
crap sherry decanter. “And sudden¬ 
ly the tabloids went berserk, it all 
turned very nasty — and the rest is 
history." 

There were cartoons, jokes, com¬ 

ments in The Sun like "Spring is 
here, the leaves are turning green, 
and Gerald's jewellery is turning 
green.” Ken Dodd would say. "All I 
had was a Rattler's Sr Chrtaopher 
to protect me..." No best man's 
wedding speech was complete with¬ 
out a Ratner's joke, Tbe nation 
guffawed. At first, the impact of this 

avalanche of mockery 
was negligible. But people 
look in a jeweller's win¬ 

dow six weeks before they buy 
within six weeks of the fatal speech, 
'The sales really fell out of bed". 
“Everybody was unhappy; not just 
the people behind the counters, but 
all the people you have to please, 
like bankers, hated being associat¬ 
ed with a company that was 
suddenly a national joke. 1 was 
peeing against die wind trying to 
change it And it was a shame 

because I was in there at a very 
early age. I’d put my life into it and 
it was all thrown away over 
something stupid. 

“The annoying thing was, it 
wasn’t true! The stuff we sold was 
not crap. The sherry decanter — 
welL maybe. But you cant sell £1 
billion of jewellery ail over the 
world hy selling crap. People in the 
trade know you have to conform to 
standards, you have hallmarks. 

“Even intelligent people abso¬ 
lutely began to believe that every¬ 
thing we sold was made out of tin. 
We did once manufacture our own 
jewellery and that was crap: the 
diamonds were not good enough, 
the finish of the rings was not ' 
shiny. But by dosing down our 
factory and buying elsewhere, we 
started getting the’quality up. Yes. 
we slashed prices, but people 
bought because they were better 
quality products. Even McDon¬ 

ald's couldn't sell a rubber ham¬ 
burger." 

In the end he was forced to 
resign, in 1992. “I got home that 
day. on a rainy evening, with a 
sense of relief, because it had been 
the worst IS months of my life. It 
was nice not to have to fight a 
losing battle any more.” He had no 
job, and no payoff, but he went to 
the Caribbean anyway, and tried to 
wind down. 

He sold a grand house on the 
river at Bray, and bought a less 
grand one round the comer, with a 
tennis court and swimming pool, at 
a rock bottom price. A framed 
photograph shows him laughing 
with his oldest friend from child¬ 
hood. Michael Green, of Carlton. 
Ratner has spent the last year 
working three days a week at 
Tobacco Dock, the formerly mori¬ 
bund shopping mall at Wapping. 
In Florida, he observed how well 

“factory outlets" selling bin-end 
designer-label clothes were doing. 
So he is going to re-launch Tobacco 
Dock as a factory outlets ma!l.“I’m 
not going to make any forecasts 
about when, but I am going to gel it 
open sometime, and it will make 
Covent Garden look ordinary." 

But he cannot, at 46. twiddle his 
thumbs for half the week. His 
second wife, Moira (who has been 
"a rock" even when he was, for a 
regretted interlude, spotted with 
another woman) says: “It's all very 
well saying you want to spend more 
time with your family, but do your 
family want to spend more time 
with you?"There are two daughters 
from his first marriage. Susy (an 
actress) and Lisa (learning photog¬ 
raphy) and two from his second. 
Sarah, aged six. and Jonathan, 
aged four. 

nd he cannot watch his 
old company languish¬ 
ing. "1 can see the amaz¬ 
ing mistakes that are 

made: like lighting. Jewellery has 
to be displayed” properly. The 
difference it makes to sales is 
phenomenal, it must be pleasing to 
the eye. Supermarkets know a f] the 
tricks. We had a rule that diamond 
rings had to be displayed 42 inches 
from die ground, on the premise 
that the average woman is five-foot 
four and the trajectory of her sight 
falls at 42 inches." 

Two Signet shareholders. Julian 
Treger and Brian Myerson. want 
management changes, and Ratner 
says he is one of the contenders who 
might well move in. come the new 
year. 

The Nineties, he says, are like the 
Seventies — rather austere. The 
Eighties will not come back. But 
isnl there a dearth of interest in 
gold chains? “Argos and Gold¬ 
smiths group are doing all right 
and a guy called Warren James is 
opening two shops a week. He’s 
wearing Ratner’s old clothes and 
taking our market share. So I'm 
hoping to get back in there. 

“My wife says, are you complete¬ 
ly nuts? But it is the business I was 
in for 25 years — and I know the 
business back to front. You have all 
that expertise and you don't want to 
do anything else. 

“I used to be very edgy. I hated 
dinner parties. 1 longed for them to 
end. Now I'm not as impulsive as I 
was. I*m calmer. I appreciate 
things. I exercise and work out at 
Cliveden, which is ten minutes 
away, my lifeline. 1 listen to music, 
as 1 haven’t since I was 16. I read 
more. The mistake 1 made in the 
past was rushing in to things. But 
in three years now, IVe made no 
mistakes." 

Frerrchwomen weigh seven-and- 
a-half pounds less than their 
British counterparts, but they 
Ipse out in fun, says Kate Muir 

FOR FOREIGNERS, the 
sheer womanliness of the 
French female is a continuing 
mystery, a secret code every¬ 
one would like to crack. 

Parisian women not only 
have a gut instinct for ele¬ 
gance. but they also cook 
exquisite little ragouts for 
their husbands, conduct 
grand amours during work¬ 
ing lunches, and have child¬ 
ren who never, ever dirty their 
sat/or suits. More humiliating 
still, they also tend to know 
who Carson McCullers is. 

This extraordinary combi¬ 

nation of sensual and in tellec- 
tual skills has been inherent 
in the bourgeois female for 
years. The proof comes in this 
month's 50th anniversary edi¬ 
tion of French Elle and De¬ 
cember’s 751h anniversary 
edition of French Vogue. Both 
have printed reams of photo¬ 

graphs through the decades. 
The pictures are shockingly 
similar — a serious case of 
plus fa change. Fashion may 
alter, but the Frenchwoman 
remains as chic; dean and 
perfectly behaved as ever. 

The reason is that she is 
bombarded with messages to 
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be chic wherever she goes. In 
Parisian clothes shops, assis¬ 
tants paw and pin you until 
satisfied with the silhouette, 
or tell you frankly that Ma¬ 
dame does not suit puce. 

There are mirrors in every 
public room or hall, and if you 
add to this the depressing 
statistic that French women 
weigh seven-and-a-half 
pounds less than their British 
counterparts, some of the 
elegance is explained. 

Then there are the glossy 
magazines, which keep 
Parisiennes properly in¬ 
formed about the best books, 
exhibitions, mushrooms, and 
the life of writer Carson 
McCullers — “a veritable 
ballad of unlucky love". 

Biba magazine recently re¬ 
vealed how to cope with 
having a husband, a family, 
and a lover aD at once, advice 
which for Frenchwomen is as 
ordinary as how to get a great 
fake tan. 

THE PIECE was full of 
useful tips on juggling “the 
fires of love and the cinders of 
marriage" such as buying 
your husband and lover the 
same aftershave to avoid 
olefadory detection after a 
“working lunch". 

And every Saturday he 
Figaro features a vegetable of 
the week, with tides like 
“Fascinating Celery” and 
“Beautiful Beetroot”. This 
was topped by the recent 
move into fish: “The Sardine: 
Blue Princess." 

But there is something irri¬ 
tatingly constipated about all 
this keeping up of appear¬ 
ances. Frenchwomen may be 
thinner, they may even have a 
husband and a lover, but they 
definitely have less bin. 

Last weekend as 1 walked 
down Boulevard Hausmann, 
two glamorous young women 
came towards me — their 
nipped waists and expensive 
shoes indicating Frenchness. 
Bat they walked with confi¬ 
dence and swing, horsing 
around. They laughed and 
talked loudly. They dared to 
take up more space on the 
pavement 

Their voices, as they passed, 
were British. 
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Janet Daley 

■ Now employers must not only 
accommodate women, but must expect 
them to become lone parents London Underground 

told Susan Edwards, 
a single mother “You 

can be a train driver or a 
mum ” Those words would 
once have had to be consid¬ 
ered a triumph for femi¬ 
nism. In my childhood, no¬ 
body thought of offering 
women much choice at all — 
physical fertility permitting 
— about whether they 
would eventually be mums, 
and the idea that driving 
trains could be a female 
career option would have 
been risible. But time moves 
on. The idea that women 
now have a choice between 
motherhood and train-driv¬ 
ing — or firefighting or 
soldiering or frontline polic¬ 
ing — is not enough. What 
Ms Edwards wanted was to 
be both a train driver and a 
single mother—at the same 
time. 

An industrial tribunal 
ruled this week that she had 
every right to have that wish 
fulfilled. The words “you 
can be a train driver or a 
mum” were regarded as 
legally damning. So the Un¬ 
derground will now have to 
pay compensation to Ms 
Edwards for the “injured 
feelings" which that state¬ 
ment caused. The Under¬ 
ground now rec- _ 
ognises. Ms Ed¬ 
wards says, that 
the words reflect¬ 
ed an "inappro¬ 
priate attitude” 
toward female 
employees. This 
judgment will 
have helped the 
Underground to ____ 
re-educate its atti¬ 
tudes — as they used to say 
in China during the Cultur¬ 
al Revolution. 

For the tribunal decided 
that failing to accommodate. 
the needs of a single mother 
in its organisation of shift 
work counted as sexual dis¬ 
crimination. When Ms Ed¬ 
wards began as a Tube 
train driver, she worked 
day shifts only. But a 
change in the rostering sys¬ 
tem, introduced in 1992 to 
increase efficiency, meant 
that she would have had to 
accept combined early and 
late shifts. Being a lone 
parent made that impossi¬ 
ble. So she opted for volun¬ 
tary severance and sued her 
former employer for farcing 
her out of her job. 

The logic of the tribunal’s 
finding — never mind the 
wider justice — is dubious. 
The argument must go 
something like this: since all 
women are potentially sin¬ 
gle mothers, being a single 
mother is inherent in the 
female condition. Thus to 
create working conditions 
which cannot be met by 
single mothers is to discrim¬ 
inate against all women. 

Equal opportunities legis¬ 
lation rests on the premise 
that it is wrong to discrimi¬ 
nate against people on the 
grounds of gender or race— 
that is, for conditions over 
which they have no control. 
One can plausibly argue 
that potential motherhood 
is intrinsic to the female 
condition — although I 
don’t think it follows that all 
women have an absolute 
right to working conditions 
which will be favourable to 

She insists 
on being a 

train driver 

and a single 

mother 

them through every mo¬ 
ment of their maternal cy¬ 
cle. But is potential single 
motherhood an inescapable 
part of femaieness? Are all 
women unfairly .disadvan¬ 
taged by any demand from 
an employer that cannot be 
met by the single mother of 
a young child? 

Before the whole thrust of 
equal opportunities law is 
discredited by absurd rul¬ 
ings, an urgent question 
must be addressed: is it now 
illegal for any job to include 
conditions which predude 
any possible liability that 
only a female would be like¬ 
ly to encounter? Or. to put it 
another way, does equality 
for women demand special 
treatment for every eventu¬ 
ality that our biology may 
present? If so. should it not 
also be illegal to create 
working conditions which 
are especially detrimental to 
menopausal women (too hot 
an office) or to those who are 
recovering from hysterecto¬ 
mies (lifting heavy objects)? 

It used to be said — in the 
quaint old pre-feminist days 
— that employers were re¬ 
luctant to hire young mar¬ 
ried women because they 
were likely to become preg¬ 
nant Now they must appar- 
_ entty refrain from 

creating any 
working practice 
which will effect¬ 
ively rule out 
the combining of 
work duties with 
the doubly re¬ 
stricting respons¬ 
ibilities of single 
parenthood. In 
fact before Lon- 

Underground intro- 
its new rostering 

it spent a 

don 
duced 
arrangements, 
good deal of time entertain¬ 
ing precisely this possibility. 
For roughly a year. Tube 
management and unions 
discussed a plan called the 
"single-parent link”. 

T! 
I his would have pro¬ 
vided 11 special shifts 
at the ends of lines 

which would have involved 
working only “social 
hours". Single parents — in 
practice meaning single 
mothers—would have been 
invited to apply for these 
shifts. But the plan was re¬ 
jected. largely because the 
unions would not accept it. 
The collapse of that project 
counted against the com¬ 
pany, since the tribunal felt 
that the feet of its having 
been considered meant that 
the Underground had rec¬ 
ognised the problem and 
sought a solution. 

Now I am normally the 
last person to offer support 
to a rail union, but in this 
case, ( can see its point 
Would this specially privi¬ 
leged group of drivers on 
favourable shifts be paid die 
same as those working un¬ 
social hours? If not would 
that lower rate of jay not 
count as sex discrimination 
too? And what of all the 
male drivers whose unso¬ 
cial shifts would rob them of 
time with their children? 
Thor wives might argue 
that parenting is not just a 
woman’s responsibility. But 
in the world of equal rights, 
some women are clearly 
more equal titan others. 
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Buying 
time for 
Ulster 

The best and brightest 
I’ve been intriguai by the feet 

that General Colin Powell turns 
out to be a descendant of King 
Edward I. He derives his Pian- 

tagenet blood through Sir Eyre 
Coote, himself a general and a 
nephew of a greater general, who was 
Governor of Jamaica early in the 
last century. 

By 1800. the genes of King Edward 
1 must have been widely spread: if 
one allows three generations to the 
century, there would have been 15 
generations between the King and Sir 
Eyre Coote, and another four be¬ 
tween Sir Eyre and Colin PowelL 
Even on <a replacement basis. 15 
generations would produce 32,768 
current descendants, and another 
four generations would raise that 
number to over 500,000. Neverthe¬ 
less. Edward 1 seems to be a good 
bloodline for military leaders. Apart 
from Colin Powell and the two 
Cootes, his descendants indude Nel¬ 
son and WeUington. 

The Plantagenet gene was even 
more powerful in the immediate 
period of its history. Between William 
the Conqueror and Elizabeth I there 
were 23 English monarchs. succes¬ 
sively of the Norman, Plantagenet 
and Tudor dynasties. Of these, 11 
were great rulers who overcame the 
historic challenges of their periods: 
five were in different ways disas¬ 
trous, and seven were mediocre. Such 
a record compares favourably with 
the average standard of democratic 
leadership. That is unexpected, 
because one would suppose that 
competitive election would usually 
produce abler leaders than genetic 
inheritance. Of course, medieval 
monarchs had to be competitive, not 
least on the battlefield. 

Between 1066, when William the 
Conqueror won the Battle of Has¬ 
tings, and 1485, when Richard m 
lost the Battle of Bosworth. there 
were 18 Kings of England. In this 
century, so far. there have been 18 
Presidents of the United States. My 
ranking of either group has to be 
subjective, though I think it comes 
dose to what a consensus of histor¬ 
ians might produce- The 18 Norman 
and Plantagenet Kings of England 
seem to have included eight of the 
first dass — William I, Henry 1, 
Henry II, Edward 1 himself, Edward 
111, Henry IV. Henry V and Edward 
IV — five of tiie second dass, and 
five of the third, of whom King John 
was the nastiest and Henry VI the 
most ineffectual. 

Monarchs and Presidents show 

that elites are bred and not bom 

— but Labour cannot admit it 

The 18 Presidents of the United 
States in the 20th century do not 
indude quite as many great men, or 
quite as many duds. The two Roose¬ 
velts, Woodrow Wilson, Truman, 
Eisenhower, perhaps Kennedy, and 
Ronald Reagan are all arguably 
great Presidents: Harding. Coolidge 
and Ford — all three of them 
Republicans—were not up to the job; 
the remaining eight have been medi¬ 
ocre. Of course, if one took the 
Hanoverian line after 1714. the royal 
result would look less impressive, but 
the Hanoverians were brought over 
to be constitutional monarchs, and 
have largely left the 
business of govern¬ 
ment to their Prime 
Ministers. 

In the 20th cen¬ 
tury, the hereditary 
principle has been 
widely discredited 
in application to hu- - 
man beings, though 
it is still generally accepted for race 
horses. Yet the more the scientists 
discover about the human brain, the 
more dear it becomes that brain 
structures are genetically determined 
physical realities, like our noses or 
our muscles. People are just as likely 

to inherit grandmother's 
brains, or parts of them, as 
they are to inherit the shape 

of her ears or the colour of her eyes. 
What science cannot decide, and may 
never be able to decide, is the relative 
significance in terras of mental ability 
of this genetic inheritance and of the 
environment Kings are successful 
both because they have the necessary 
mental attributes and because they 
are trained to be kings. It seems likely 
that training on its own cannot 
produce a great monarch, anymore 
than it can produce a Derby winner. 

The successful PIantagenets and 
the successful Presidents seem to 
have inherited a good mixture of 
different mental qualities, rather 
than an exceptionally high intelli¬ 
gence. Apart from Woodrow Wilson, 
none of the 20th-century American 

Rees~Mogg 

Presidents has had the intellectual 
quality one would associate with 
senior academic standing. Theodore 
Roosevelt was undoubtedly highly 
intelligent, but two of the most 
successful Presidents. Franklin Roo¬ 
sevelt and Ronald Reagan, struck 
contemporary observers as highly 
intuitive but intellectually shallow. 
Jacking any logicaJ rigour. 

Modem studies of the brain seem 
to suggest that its working depends 
on neural networks. This seems to be 
familiar from political leadership. 
Successful leaders have an effective, 
relationship of different mental quali- 
_ ties, rather than 

a single quality’, 
highly devekjpetL 
There may be some 
intuitive mental 
function which en¬ 
ables the leader to 
dominate the will of 
other people. You 
did not say “no" to 

Edward I: you did not say “no” to 
Wellington; you would hesitate to say 
"no” to Colin Powell. The Plan- 
tagenets had a gene of command, 
whether Colin Powell inherited it 
or not 

If Charles Murray and Richard 
Hermstein are right in their book. 
The Bell Curve, we are already 
moving back into a genedominated 
society, in which the best jobs will be 
gained by the very bright people, the 
“cognitive They marry each 
other in the same way that royal 
families have always inter-married. 
On this view, the factory age of this 
century has been an exceptional per¬ 
iod of mass-production and relative 
equality of incomes, in which the 
politicians have won votes by high 
public spending and massive trans¬ 
fers of wealth. 

If the “tell curve" argument 
is right the 21st century will be 
dominated by the bright and well- 
educated users of international sys¬ 
tems of communications, who will 
work in whatever environment is 
most attractive to them. By 2010. 
it will be technically possible for 
a surgeon living in Bermuda to op¬ 

erate on a patient in a London or 
New York hospital. Thar freedom of 
geographical location will give 
the cognitive &ite substantial 
independence of the nation-state. 
The exceptional gene will earn its 
market value. 

In current British politics there 
is a fascinating contraction. The 
Labour Party is the traditional party 
of the mass industrial worker, of 
what Karl Marx labelled the prole¬ 
tariat The Conservative Party has 
represented the professional and 
property-owning classes, the elite 
of their time. Yet since 1979 the Lab¬ 
our Party has come to be led by a 
group who themselves belong to the 
cognitive elite: A good indicator of 
tine membership is the high earning 
power of wife and husband. Mrs 
Blair undoubtedly earns more than 
Tony — the Bar pays better than 
politics. They both have excellent 
genes for cognitive intelligence, and 
have made a cognitively appropriate 
marriage. For Labour, this has advan¬ 

tages and dangers. If the very 
bright people are the new 
social and economic elite, 

then they will dominate politics. As 
Tony Blair and his immediate asso¬ 
ciates are members of this group, 
they already understand what it 
wants. There is a great rapport 
between the cognitive dtite of Labour 
politics and of the modern media. 
They are blood siblings. The contra¬ 
diction is that the Labour Party exists 
to support the interest of the masses. I 
may use the word T4ite" as a term of 
praise, but Labour can hardly do so. 
In the longer run, the Conservative 
Party seems the natural party for the 
cognitive elite, just as it was for the 
ola bourgeoisie. 

The proposed abolition of the 
voting rights of hereditary peers will 
be no contradiction to this. The 
British peerage stopped breeding for 
brains at least 150 years ago, and 
started to breed for looks. The here¬ 
ditary principle is very strong in 
the cognitive fclile, but it is best ex¬ 
pressed in Dimblebys, Aitkens, Jays 
and Bottomleys. Waughs and Amises 
rather titan in Dukes or Marquesses. 
Perhaps the Conservative Party 
should now look for the grand old 
leadership gene of the Plantagenets. 
Are there any Tory descendants of 
King Edward I in the present House 
of Commons, or shall we have to go to 
Jamaica to find them? 

No, John, no 
LAVATORIAL matters will be of 
pressing concern during President 
Oil-iron's visit to Northern Ireland 
today. Members of Dory City 
Council, who will greet Clinton ata 
civic reception at the Guildhall, 
Londonderry, have been informed 
that they will be prohibited from 
visiting the lavatory when he is 
there. 

At a council meeting on Mon¬ 
day, the town clerk, John Keanie, 
advised all councillors that for 
security reasons they should en¬ 
sure they make use of the “facili¬ 
ties" before the President arrives; 
They were told they would have to 
be in place in the main hail well 
before Clinton arrives for the 
reception, and that once inside, 
there would be no escape for at 
least two hours. 

The real concern is that the 
councillors are planning a lunch in 
the best Irish tradition beforehand, 
with the requisite pre-prandial 
drinks. “The wine will have been 
flowing — what else are we expec¬ 
ted to do during that time?" says 
the deputy mayor. Richard Dallas. 
"I think 111 be carrying a bag with 
me. in case I’m caught short" 

The President and First Lady 
will not be inconvenienced by these 

security measures. A lavatory and 
washbasin have teen specially 
installed in the Guildhall for their 
use. “We’ve put a good quality 
bathroom suite in a room that has 
been spruced up for them.” says a 
representative. "It will be for their 
use only." 

• William Hague, the youthful 
Secretary of State for Wales, 

announced yesterday that hence¬ 
forward Welsh learner drivers will 
be able to choose to sport either 
the tetters “L" or “D" on the backs 
of their cars. “D" does not stand 
for dangerous, but for dysgwyr, 
which means learner in Welsh. 

Night moves 
GUINNESS has been freely flow¬ 
ing in Dublin ever since Richard 
Harris, the reformed hell-raiser 
and actor, admitted on Irish radio 
the other day that after 16 years of 
not drinking, he has reverted to a 
pint or two after work. 

“But no spirits." he said. “The 
trouble with being off the drink is 
that you remember dearly the next 
morning what you did the night 
before, and when you’re off the 
drink there’s nothing worth re¬ 
membering from the night before." 

says of his motor. “So I think it’s 
rather suitable for me." 

If a commotion is what he is after, 
the Jackal would comply only too 
happily. 

•Anybody considering giving An¬ 
drew Parker Bowles a Christmas 
present could do worse than prof¬ 
fer a flask of holy water from 
Lourdes, renowned the world over 
for its miraculous powers of heal¬ 
ing. Ata party to relaunch Brown's 
Hotel in London on Tuesday 
night, a guest was flaunting a bot¬ 
tle in front of him. “J could really 
do with some of that." said the 
poor chap dejectedly. 

Ahoy Bellow Dog’s life 

“ThaCs ridiculous — he 
doesn’t even inhale" 

Dashed lucky 
JOHN REDWOOD and Kenneth 
Clarke do not see eye to eye politi¬ 
cally, but the Vulcan (who believes 
£5 billion should have teen slashed 
from our tax bills) had to admit 
/hat he was a beneficiary of the 
Budget As tiie owner of an E-type 
Jaguar which is more ihan 25 years 
old. he will be exempt from car tax. 
“It’s got dash and economy,” he 

THE LITERARY circuit in New 
York is humming with news of the 
possible defection of Saul Bdlow. 
the distinguished American writer, 
from his agent of 25 years to An¬ 
drew “The Jackal” Wylie. It was 
Wylie who secured the whopper of 
a deal for Martin Amis — an ad¬ 
vance of around £500,000 for his 
novel The Information. 

Bellow is admirably represented 
by Harriet Wasserman, and is 
working up to his 11th novel. She 
denies any knowledge of a change 
in their relationship, but a babble 
of gossips has it that Bellow, who 
was 80 in June, accepts this will be 
his last book and he plans to make 
a commotion in the literary world. 

CHRISTOPHER WREN’S Royal 
Observatory has gone to the dogs. 
Visitors to Greenwich on Tuesday 
were alarmed to see a ebrgi 
perched nervously on the roof of 
the building. 

The porky little beast was-up 
there filming a twilight barking 
scene for the movie 101 Dalmar 
tians. The- trouble was, it was 
so overcome by the views over 
London that it refused to bark. 
After puffing and panting up aid¬ 
less winding staircases to reach 
the roof, the confused creature re¬ 
fused to emit even a yelp. Only 
when its owner was winched up on 
a crane to look the dog in the eye 
and promise a lifetime's supply of 

Corgi: head for heights 

choccy-drops did the woofing start 
and the clapperboard come down. 

• The vivid works of Turner Prize¬ 
winner Damien Hirst are designed 
to shock, but there are limits to 
which even his macabre imagina¬ 
tion will not stoop. Late last year, 
he reportedly turned down the 
offer of a dead elephant from the 
Guildford knacker's yard which 
supplied him mth his cows. 

PauIBewon 
John Majors 

successful fudge 

PH’S 

A, first sight, telate-ni^t 
summit in D0tyn*n8^trej-f 
looked like a panic reaction to 

the arrival of 
When the dust cleared and the 
comnimiqut was issued, it was dear 
that the two Prime^Munsters 
fudged die issue and yet pulled off 

a What do the two Prime Ministers 
gain from their late-night tryst? 
The short answer is the support 
of the most powerful 
■world. President Clinton. The While 
House had studiously refused to 
support the British position on 
decomissioning of arms. Now, how¬ 
ever, tiiere is tittle chance that the 
president will rebuke the British 
Government for dragging its feet as 
parts of Dublin’s more nationalist 
press — perhaps prompted by leaks 
from the American Embassy — had 
been predicting. 

The British claim that more objec¬ 
tive attitudes on Ireland now pre¬ 
vail in America’s National Security 
Council. They also point out that the 
15,000 British troops offered in sup¬ 
port of President Clinton's Bosnia . 
policy give London some leverage. 
But Whitehall still had some fears 
about Clinton’s speeches in Belfast 
and Londonderry. Now. however. President Clin-. 

ton is at one with Mr Major- 
and Mr Bruton. ‘ 

His support for a package ‘ 
which will seem to many to have been ■ 
arranged in his honour ensures that 
Mr Bruton’s enemies in the Irish 
Opposition. Fianna Fail, and in Siim 
Ftein will have to tone down their : 
criticism. 

Sinn Fein and the Democratic 
Unionists are likely to have serious 
problems accepting this new propos¬ 
al. but those who stand out against 
it will face the combined pressure not: 
of two Governments, but of three — ’ 
the third bong that of the world's last 
superpower. This is rather more 
difficult for Sinn Fein than it is for the 
Democratic Unionists. Unionists are 
used to living without political 
friends beyang Ulster, whereas Sinn 
Fein has recently grown rather 
addicted to their support 

The Anglo-Irish agreement, signed 
ten years ago, was supposed to end . 
megaphone diplomacy. Yet since the; 
planned summit between Mr Major: 
and Mr Bruton collapsed in Septem-' 
ber, negotiations have been drowned' 
out by a series of squabbles m-.' 
London, Dublin and New York. The * 
British issued a formal riposte at thel- 
United Nations to a speech by Dick .- 
Spring, the Irish Foreign Minister*. • 
and there was an unseemly row over , 
a speech by Mr Bruton in London. In recent years, the negotiations 

have turned into a high-spirited 
game in which each side black¬ 

ens the others reputation before 
signing a deal This has been a game 
of poker at which John Major has - 
excelled, through his command of the 
black political arts. First there was 
the Brussels declaration of October 
1993, against “secret deals” and 
apparently against the united strate¬ 
gy of the Northern Ireland national¬ 
ists. both Sinn Fein and the SDLP. 

According to a recent book by Sean 
Duignan, the Taoiseach of the day, 
Albert Reynolds, believed that Mr 
Major was far more sympathetic to 
the plans put forward by Gerry 
Adams and John Hume than he 
could admit in public. As Duignan 
writes. “Hume-Adams was being 
declared dead in order to keep it 
alive”. 
■ Then came die Downing Street: 
declaration of December 1993, in 
which foe balance of advantage 
again dearly rested with Mr Major. 
This was followed by the so-ealial 
“framework document" of February 
1995, the one hand in the game which 
the British side palpably lost In its 
anxiety to sustain the republican 
ceasefire at the time, the British 
signed without achieving their prinri- 
paJ negotiating objective, which was 
an explicit commitment from Dublin 
that in the event of an acceptable 
settlement, it would remove from the 
Republic’s Constitution its territorial 
dann to Ulster. Even so, Mr Major 
gave himself an escape clause by 
insisting upon “agreement of the 
parties" and a referendum an die 
framework proposal. 

But this week’s progress is not all 
good news. Mr Bruton once -said: 
"Tne worst possible scenario would 
be a tne Government initially set 
strrct terms, but was forced to relax - 
them under threat of a resumption of . 

’Vettoday the Irish & 
new interna¬ 

tional body will evade the 
prerandition that talks cannot begin 
without at least some IRA dis-' 
amamenL The British, afaJxS. 
S°£that ffie body will 
procedure by which the IRA can 
hand over arms. ^ 

res.ulr of 0*“ week's 

and nrlwf mon*s of peace! 
hme to plan tlS 

politics*1^ isnpr(tfeaor of rrish 
Belfast. Qu&n's University. 



THE TIMES THURSDAY NOVEMBER 30 1995 21 

- s 

'.iZi: E 

V \!M 

■.r;cr; 

tteJ# ti- //Sa, 

AFTER THE VISIT 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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The IRA must still decide if it is ready for democracy 

The Anglo-Irish deal forged on rhe eve of 
President Clinton's arrival in Britain was a 
compelling display of diplomatic brinkman¬ 
ship. Until the last moment, it was widely 
predicted that the President's irip would 
come and go without a breakthrough in the 
peace process. But, as The Times reported on 
Monday, the Americans were quiedy con¬ 
fident that a significant announcement 
would indeed be made to coincide with Mr 
Clinton’s arrival. That confidence has been 
impressively vindicated. 

The President's satisfied expression as he 
stood with the Prime Minister outside 
Downing Street yesterday morning said it 
all. An international disarmament com¬ 
mission will now begin its work, heading 
towards all-party talks in February. “It is not 
for us to get into the details." Mr Clinton told 
reporters, before moving on to fresh ques¬ 
tions and issues new. 

That is the privilege of the distant 
peacebroker. No such luxury, however, is 
going to be available to George Mitchell, the 
former Senator proposed as head of the 
commission, for whom the next two months 
will represent a daunting challenge. His 
team now faces a unique task: the disarma¬ 
ment of the best-organised paramilitary 
group in the world and the consequent 
integration of its political wing into the 
constitutional process. 

The practical complexities of de¬ 
commissioning are immense. Although 
most IRA weaponry is held in the Republic 
of I reland there are also significant caches 
in Ulster and on the mainland. Mr Mitchell 
would have to devise ways of collecting 
firearms and Semtex explosives in many 
different locations. The men of violence will 
require assurances that the weapons they 
deposit will not be used as forensic evidence 
in prospective criminal investigations. They 
will also fear that participation in de¬ 
commissioning will mark them out as 
members of banned organisations, liable to 
subsequent arrest if die peace process were 
to fail. These will not be easy questions to 
resolve. 

The commission may do more harm than 
good. It will provide the IRA with a new 
forum in which to set conditions for 

disarmament. The worst possible result of 
Mr Mitchell's inquiry would be a shopping- 
list of demands to be met before republican 
terrorists hand over a single round. He must 
therefore concentrate upon decommission¬ 
ing procedure rather than upon political 
expectations. If all-party talks are really to 
start business in February, the commission 
must before then present a detailed time¬ 
table for comprehensive disarmament of 
republican and loyalist terrorists. Nothing 
else will do. 

Ireland's history counsels againsr over-op¬ 
timism in this case. Nonetheless, the agree¬ 
ment reached by John Major and John Bru¬ 
ton is a genuine achievement and a welcome 
one. This time last week, IRA sources were 
giving warning that a resumption of 
violence was imminent. Now the ceasefire 
seems safe at least until the commission has 
reported. In return for British acceptance of 
an early target date for talks, the Irish 
Government has categorically accepted that 
the IRA and the British military presence in 
Ulster are not morally equivalent. 

The Prime Minister and Taoiseach also 
agreed on a mature approach to die so-called 
“Washington Three" principle that all-party 
talks cannot begin until the IRA has made a 
token act of disarmament. This precondition 
is a sensible one and it remains. But the 
British Government has raised no objection 
to the Mitchell commission exploring other 
ways of securing cross-party confidence in 
the next round of negotiations. If the 
commission can devise a new schedule for 
disarmament which allays the fears of the 
Unionist community, so be it. 

The hope must be that Mr Mitchell makes 
such progress in the weeks to come that 
“Washington Three" is made irrelevant by 
the pace of events. Ideally, disarmament 
should begin early next year and progress 
during 1996. The IRA must be made to 
realise that American goodwill — and 
funding — are not unlimited. Republican 
terrorists are being asked not to surrender 
but to behave as democratic politicians. For 
men habituated to bloodshed, this is a 
difficult prospect; but the IRA should be in 
no doubt that the opportunity now presented 
to it will not soon come again. 

ALONE AGAIN, OR NOT 
Beware Continentals who speak of isolation 

Britons must stand by for several weeks of 
pundits proclaiming “Britain isolated in 
EU". Germany’s Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung set the tone yesterday by quoting a 
report on its way to next month's EU summit 
which confirms that Britain is alone in 
opposing any increase in the powers of the 
European Parliament extension of majority 
voting and in particular its use in deciding 
common foreign policies. The EU’s leaders 
can relax in the knowledge that they will be 
able to enjoy file traditional Christmas 
pastime of moaning about Britain’s futile 
and lonely intransigence. 

John Major should and will ignore the 
fuss. The Reflection Group of ministers and 
diplomats who will report to the summit is a 
rehearsal for the actual negotiation of any 
revisions to file Maastricht treaty. The inter¬ 
governmental conference starts next spring 
and will probably not end until after the 
general election. Positions taken now can 
hardly be taken as final. Hie rest of the 
Reflection Group’s report will reveal that the 
grand project of writing “Maastricht Two” 
has shrunk to an ill-assorted set of ideas for 
cosmetic adjustments to the original, mis¬ 
shapen treaty of 1991. 

Some of those ideas are provoking sharp 
divisions between Britain's partners. Pres¬ 
sure for more majority voting and power for 
the European Parliament will not go away 
and the arguments for them remain un¬ 
convincing. But the best tactics to exploit 
divisions among Britain’s partners in the 
endgame are not yet clear. 

By the time that final phase arrives — 
perhaps 18 months from now — the 

SPACE APE 
Nasa’s simian astronauts soo 

battlefield of ideas may look quite different. 
The Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary 
have other more important European issues 
to preoccupy them for the time being. The 
shape, success or perhaps even survival of 
the EU will not be decided in the inter¬ 
governmental conference but by the fate of 
fiie plan for monetary union and by progress 
towards the EU’s highest current obligation: 
helping Eastern Europe by including them 
in the Western clubs of the EU and Nato. 
Moreover long conferences playing elabo¬ 
rate word-games with treaty articles on 
subsidiarity or “transparency" will not do 
much for Europe’s competitiveness against 
Asia. 

The agenda for revising Maastricht which 
so far carries unanimous or majority 
support is neither a rethink of the Union’s 
constitution from first principles nor a way 
of securing greater public support for closer 
European integration. The list of possible 
changes on the table is a dismal combination 
of items left undone in 1991, the increasngly 
small overlap between France and Germa¬ 
ny’s wish lists and the usual ragbag of 
special pleading from vested interests. 

• The isolation which will matter over the 
next few years is the gulf between Europe’s 
political classes and their electorates. Chan¬ 
cellor Kohl and President Chirac know that 
they can bring a single currency into 
existence only by imposing it in the face of 
public indifference and resistance. Europe’s 
peoples know — even if their leaders do not 
— that the weighting of votes for the Council 
of Ministers is not the most urgent problem 
for the continent. 

EMERITUS 
i move to the Bonzo Sheraton 

Imagine that you are an elderly chimpanzee. 
Easily done. You have surely imagined 
worse things before. Imagine, next, that you 
have been to outer space as well—in an Am¬ 
erican craft — dressed in the sort of plump, 
inflammable suit that Savile Row’s tailors 
would struggle to match. 

Now read on. Only good news follows. 
The United States Air Force is about to 

open a luxury home for chimpanzees, those 
endearing arid essential astronauts who 
once ventured beyond the ionosphere in the 
loyal service of Nasa’s boffins. These 
monkeys — like the dogs which the Soviet 
Union once propelled spacewands with less 
scientific profit — ran risks that men were 
unprepared to take. And a grateful America 
has now chosen to reward them. 

The United States Air Force will soon 
begin to' construct a homefrom-space. 
Many, if not most, of the original space 
travellers have died, and the residents are 
likely to consist mainly of their callow 
descendants. But the idea is a noble one, and 
its conception is proof — if proof is still 
required — of that excellence of sentiment 
which distinguishes America from less 

fortunate places. 
The cost of this haven for Nasa chimpan¬ 

zees, and for others of that ape-ilk, promises 
to be stratospheric. As we report on page 

thirteen, the US Air Force has disclosed that 
it will spend up to $100 million on the 
enterprise. Nasa can now boast proudly that 
its old monkeys are turned not into salami, 
or petfood, but into coddled pensioners. Not 
since Ronald Reagan’s Bonzo went to college 
have American chimpanzees been treated 
with such sensibility. 

But how does one spend $100 million on a 
simian retreat? A chimpanzee’s tastes are 
normally quite simple, even those of one 
who has travelled in a spacecraft for God 
and America. He should, rightly, need no 
more than an inexhaustible supply of 
bananas (the United Fruit Company could 
surely arrange a discount) and a variety of 
gaily-painted swings and roundabouts on 
which to frolic. 

Perhaps the money will be spent on 
liveried flea-pickers, ‘Would you like that 
little creature removed from under your left 
armpit, madam?” they might ask, with 
expensive obsequiousness. “Would you like 
your buttockscratched, sir, while you eat the 
flea I have just picked off the lady?” 

Servants like these will not be cheap, of 
course... but $100 million? There must be 
something else that soaks up all that cash. 
Actually, we have this theory: it must be 
those damned costly consultants again. 
Even chimps have them, you know. 

Fudge as path to 
an Irish solution 
From the Reverend 
Stephen Kingsnorth 

Sir. What is a “fudge" (report, 
“Breakthrough in Ulster peace talks 
... ", laler editions. November 29)? Js 
not the truth that it is a maner of 
words, that it is necessary to find the 
formula which will enable both sides 
to meet the needs of their constituen¬ 
cies without loss of face? 

Over to the commission, the pro¬ 
posed international body to be set up 
to discuss the disarmament of the IRA 
and other paramilitary groups. De¬ 
commissioning has always been milit¬ 
arily irrelevant. After ail. what does 
decommissioning mean? 

Over the months British troops 
have been withdrawn from the streets 
of Ulster in stages — taken out of the 
field. Surely in a commission report 
that welcome process can be recog¬ 
nised and a continuing programme 
confirmed. The Government can 
claim the process was happening any¬ 
way. Sinn Fein can claim Britain has 
a programme of “decommissioning". 

Jn parallel, a programme can be 
devised relating to IRA weapons to be 
withdrawn from the field, into the 
custody of, say, some Irish-American 
body. The Government can claim the 
decommissioning of arms has begun. 
Sinn Fein can proclaim that there has 
been no surrender, but a congruent 
process of decommissioning. 

Everyone will have a form of words 
satisfactory to their respective audi¬ 
ences. If that is a fudge, it is to be 
welcomed. Let us be frank. Confid¬ 
ence will not be earned by aas of de¬ 
commissioning. The task will be far 
harder than that And the humiliation 
of one side has never been a promis¬ 
ing start for the resolution of conflict. 

Yours faithfully. 
STEPHEN KINGSNORTH. 
Warrington Methodist Mission, 
Palmyra Square North. 
Warrington. Cheshire. 
November 29. 

Vespers at Westminster 
From Sir Sigmund Sternberg 

Sir. 1 read with interest today’s letters 
regarding the Queen’s decision to at¬ 
tend vespers tomorrow at Westmin¬ 
ster Cathedral, at which 1 will repre¬ 
sent the Chief Rabbi. I noted the re¬ 
minder by Dean Bradshaw of the ref¬ 
erence by Pope Paul VI in 1970 to the 
Church of England as an “ever-be- 
loved sister". 

I recalled the occasion in 1986 when 
l accompanied the Pbpe on his first vi¬ 
sit to the Rome Synagogue. His refer¬ 
ence then to the Jews as our “elder 
brother" was extremely well received 
at the time and often quoted since. 

There is an obvious lesson to be 
learnt from these references in the 
progress towards better understand¬ 
ing between the faiths. 

Yours faithfully. 
SIGMUND STERNBERG 
(Chairman, Executive Committee), 
International Council of 
Christians and Jews. 
Star House, 
104-108 Grafton Road, NWS. 
November 29. 

From the Reverend David 
Lawrence-March 

Sir, In response to today's letter from 
the General Secretary of the British 
Evangelical Coundl, one could do 
well to recall the words attributed to 
Her Majesty’s Elizabethan predeces¬ 
sor. apparently in a letter to the 
French Ambassador There is only 
one Lord Jesus Christ and one faith, 
and all the rest is a dispute about 
trifles." 

Yours faithfully. 
DAVID LAWRENCE-MARCH 
(Chaplain), 
Bearwood College, 
Wokingham, Berkshire. 
November 29. 

Consensus politics 
From Mr Richard A. Fagence 

Sir, l challenge Peter Riddell’s asser¬ 
tion CHer Majesty’s controversy", 
November 20) that a hung Parlia¬ 
ment, with no overall majority, would 
be the certain result should any sys¬ 
tem of proportional representation be 
adopted in this country. 

No govemmenr with an overall 
majority of voters has beat elected in 
this country in the 30-plus years dial I 
have taken an active interest in poli¬ 
tics. Indeed, for many of us. the fact 
that we are constantly governed by 
representatives of political parties for 
whom a minority of those casting 
their votes have voted is an ongoing 
source of annoyance. 

Mr Riddell’s assertion that “the 
firsi-pasi-thfr-post electoral system 
usually produces a dear result" is a 
sham when seen in the light of a truly 
representative electoral system. 

1 suspect that many who now de- 
dare themselves to be profoundly dis¬ 
illusioned by politics and politicians of 
all persuasions would welcome a 
system which depended on consensus 
rather than confrontation for its 
advancement 

Yours faithfully, 
RICHARD A FAGENCE, 
109 Wolf Lane, 
Windsor. Berkshire. 
November 20. 

Badness letters, page 29 
Sports letters, page 42 

Putting modem buildings on the list 
From Mr Hugh Mcllveen. FR1BA 

Sir. A “thing of beauty" is an entirely 
subjective assessment about which 
even those best qualified to judge may 
well disagree. Equally, to assert — as 
does your leading article of November 
25. “Bottomley’s buildings” — that 
“ugliness is inherent" in Centre Point 
New Zealand House and Millbank 
Tower is a simplification of over¬ 
whelming assumption. 

The listing process does nor pre- 
dude demolition at some future time. 
It is intended to prevent wholesale 
and crass alterations to bufldings. 
thus forever obliterating the very 
qualities which, in the first instance, 
ranked them as of significant architec¬ 
tural merit 

You refer to Manhattan, Chicago 
and Hong Kong: but it is vital to recall 
that these cities do not consist, as 
London does, of a plethora of architec¬ 
tural history and styles evolved over 
centuries. The future balance in Lon¬ 
don may lie somewhere between the 
18th and 19th-century buildings which 
so many admire and those of the 
much derided later 20th century: but 
examples of both must remain for pos¬ 
terity to evaluate and judge. 

Whereas architectural heritage was 
once measured in centuries, the last 
five decades alone have each pro¬ 
duced styles of buildings largely dic¬ 
tated by political and market forces 
and the' technology of the time. 

Mrs Bottom]ey is supported at Nat¬ 
ional Heritage by experienced counsel 
and by sound advice. She has chosen 
welL 

Yours ere. 
HUGH McILVEEN. 
Wood House. Whichford, 
Shipston on Stour. Warwickshire. 
November 26. 

From the Director of MEPC UK Lid 

Sir. My company owns Centre Point, 
having acquired the property as part 
of the Oldham Estate Co. Ltd in 1987. 

Since then, we have successfully 
fully let the building. We have only 
one floor out of 32 currently vacant, as 
your report of November 25 makes 
dear. This is a very low percentage in 
the current central London office mar¬ 
ket 

I therefore strongly disagree with 
your leader's suggestion, in the same 
issue, that the building “is unusable". 
Centre Point provides excellent space, 
and indeed it houses one of our own 
regional offices. 1 personally think it is 
a very fine building, even though I 

argued against the listing as unneces¬ 
sary in view of planning protection. 

All I hope now is that English 
Heritage will allow us a flexible app¬ 
roach to the building in the future so 
that we can cany out modifications 
and improvements from time to time, 
to the advantage of users and public 
alike. 

Yours faithfully. 
C. G. SHEPPARD. 
Director. 
MEPC UK Ltd. 
12 St James's Square, SWL 
November 27. 

From Colonel Charles H. Wilson 

Sir. Your leader advances two criteria 
for the listing of a building: is it a 
thing of beauty, and is it an asset to 
the general landscape? Might there 
not be a third, which Mrs Bottom] ey 
has in mind when preserving Centre 
Point: that is. as a reflection of the 
mores of the period? 

If the Fleet Prison, where Mr Pick¬ 
wick whiled away many tortuous 
hours, had been listed for the third of 
these reasons, what a mecca it would 
now' be for the lovers of Dickens and 
all those fascinated by Victorian Lon¬ 
don — another “Old Curiosity Shop". 

Yours faithfullv, 
CHARLES WILSON, 
Foxhills, 70 Long Road, 
Framingham Earl. Norwich, Norfolk. 
November 25. 

From MrJ. T. Horrocks 

Sir, Why should the Department of 
National Heritage have the right to 
tell owners and occupiers of premises 
what they must do with their struc¬ 
tures? 

The occupants and the neigh¬ 
bourhood are forced to make do with 
a building which they may not want 
and the owner is compelled to main¬ 
tain at his expense a building which 
has outlived its usefulness. 

The architecture should be judged 
by the owners, who have after all paid 
for their buildings, not by the archi¬ 
tect who has a natural inclination to 
see his work preserved for posterity. 
Perhaps the rush to demolish recent 
buildings is a reflection on their quali¬ 
ty and design. 

Yours faithfully. 
J.T. HORROCKS. 
Bell Place, 
24 Stamford Road, Bowdon, 
Altrincham. Greater Manchester. 
November 15. 

Abkhazia repression 
From Mr Richard Clogg 

Sir. Your letter from the British 
Helsinki Human Rights Group (Nov¬ 
ember 22) is a timely reminder that it 
is not only in Nigeria that the lure of 
ofl is distorting Western concern for 
human rights. 

Despite the deplorable human- 
rights records of the governments of 
Georgia and Azerbaijan, the leaders 
of both countries have been feted on 
official visits to this country. 

During fiie course of his official visit 
earlier this year (report, February 17) 
the Georgian leader. Eduard Shev¬ 
ardnadze. made dear his unqualified 
support for Russian action against 
Chechenia and called for the supp¬ 
ression of separatism “regardless of 
cost and criticism". 

It is dear to me that Shevardnadze 
is hoping to apply Russian methods, 
or better still have the Russian army 
do his dirty work for him. in the 

breakaway region of Abkhazia. 
The Abkhazians are currently sub¬ 

ject to a ferocious blockade applied by 
Russia but with the manifest acquies¬ 
cence of Western countries, including 
Britain, with oil interests in the 
region. The Secretary-General of the 
United Nations has now joined in the 
chorus of bullying, a dear case of 
blaming the victim. 

The Abkhazians number fewer 
than 100.000. Were they an animal 
species there would be an outcry at the 
prospect of their extinction. Instead 
we see Western governments mesmer¬ 
ised by the lure of oil riches to match 
those of the Gulf and prepared to give 
aid and comfort to regimes whose 
record on human rights and the 
treatment of minorities is abysmal. 

Yours sincerely. 
RICHARD CLOGG. 
St Antony's College. 
European Studies Centre, 
Oxford OX2 6JF 
November 23. 

Russian elections 
From Mr Liam Halligan 

Sir, Investment and aid inflows into 
Russia are closely linked to Western- 
perceptions of the domestic political 
situation. In this regard, may I clarify 
the statement in the brief analysis of 
the 1993 parliamentary elections con¬ 
tained in your supplement on the Rus¬ 
sian Federation (November 24) that 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s neofascist 
party — the oddly named Liberal 
Democrats—gained 23 per cent of fiie 
vote. 

The results of the 1993 parliament¬ 
ary elections are often reported in a 
manner which does not take account 
of Russia’s mixed majorilyipropor- 
tionaJ-representation system of vot¬ 
ing. Half of the 450 seats in Russia’s 
Parliament are allocated according to 

votes cast for particular parties. 
Zhirinovsky’s party did indeed win 

23 per cent of all party votes, entitling 
it to 59 seats. However. Russians also 
vote for constituency candidates. The 
liberal Democrats won a mere five 
constituency seats, while Russia’s 
Choice, the party of the reformer Ye¬ 
gor Gaidar, won 47. 

In sum, Russia’s Choice gained a 
total of 87 seats, the largest parliam¬ 
entary faction fay far. The Liberal 
Democrats, with 64 seats, were sec¬ 
ond. 

An understanding of Russia’s vot¬ 
ing system will be crucial to the inter¬ 
pretation of the parliamentary elect¬ 
ions due to take place on December 17. 

Yours faithfully, 
LIAM HALLIGAN. 
U1. Chapligina 13/2, Moscow. 
November 24. 

Respect for professions 
From Mr Aubrey Wilson 

Sir. The MORI poll purporting to 
evaluate the public’s respect for the 
profissions (report November 24) 
brings to mind the old gibe that if you 
ask a market researcher. “How is 
your wife?" he will reply. “Compared 
to what?". 

MORI must be well aware that you 
can make any profession or institution 
top or bottom,, depending on whom 
you compare than with. A study 
which 1 recall seeing some three years 
ago included two professions—veter¬ 
inary surgeons (who command en¬ 
ormous respect) and solicitors (who 
attract only obloquy)—which are sur¬ 
prisingly omitted by MORI on this oc¬ 
casion. Had they been included, doct¬ 
ors would have dropped in position 
andMPs risen. 

Yours faithfully. 
AUBREY WILSON. 
6 Lombardy Place. WZ 
November 24. 

From the Reverend David Barnes 

Sir, Since more people are likely to en¬ 
counter a clergyman during their life¬ 
time than they are an MP. a company 
director, or even a journalist, why 
does your MORI popularity league 
table omit this profession? 

Yours sincerely. 
DAVID BARNES. 
The Vicarage. Queen's Road, 
Ash, Canterbury. Kent 
November 24. 

From MrJ. Fox 

Sir. Magistrates were not included in 
your poll. Any particular reason? 

Yours faithfully, 
J. FOX 
23 Bartlett Drive. 
Bournemouth. Dorset. 
November 25. 

Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 

foxed to 0171-7826046. ' 

Mr Collins and 
the Bennet entail 
From Mr Peter Rodney 

Sir. Professor G. H. Treitel. in a mas¬ 
terly expose on Pride and Prejudice 
which appeared in the centenary issue 
of the Law Quarterly Review (October 
1984). suggested two possible explana¬ 
tions for the puzzle raised by Baroness 
James of Holland Park: “If, in default 
of a male heir, the Longboum estate is 
entailed on Mr Collins, why is his 
name not Bennet?” (letters, November 
IS and 25]. 

One was that the original creator of 
the trust had two daughters and set¬ 
tled the estate on the sons (and grand¬ 
sons. etc) of the elder, and to die sons 
of the younger in default. The other, 
more likely, was that one of two bran¬ 
ches of a family all having the name 
Collins changed that name to Bennet 
on or after succeeding to the Long- 
bourn estate. • 

To change one’s name in this way 
was common in the 19th century. Ed¬ 
ward Austen. Jane's brother, changed 
his name to Knight on succeeding to 
the estate of a relation; in Emma. 
Frank Churchill is Mr Weston’s son 
but has changed his name in expect¬ 
ing to inherit the Churchill estate. 

Professor Treitel magisterially con¬ 
cludes: 
No elaborate hypotheses are necessary to 
account for the differences in the surnames 
of the present holder of the Longboum es¬ 
tate and or his likely successor. 

The professor also answers the 
question why no steps could be taken 
to bar the entail. Mr Bennet was prob¬ 
ably a tenant for life under a reset¬ 
tlement. with succession to his sons in 
tail male and, in default of any sons, to 
the sons of an original settlor some 
generations back. 

If Mr and Mrs Bennet had a son. 
the son would co-operate in resettling 
the property. But Mr Collins could not 
co-operate, since he was only heir 
presumptive and the law then took the 
view that Mr Bennet might have a son 
right up to the moment he died. Only 
an heir apparent, a son of Mr Bennet. 
could bar the entail. 

Yours faithfully. 
PETER RODNEY 
(Legal consultant. 
Plain English Campaign) 
171 Elms Crescent. SW4. 
November 18. 

From Mr D. L Stewart 

Sir. Before the Fines and Recoveries 
Act of 1831 a tenant of full age in 
possession of an entailed estate could, 
by means of a socalled “fictitious 
action", bar an entail. Has Mr Bennet 
been enjoying himself in his library 
rather than reading what was neces¬ 
sary for his family’s welfare? 

That he should have carried his 
indolence to the extreme of not both¬ 
ering to bar the entail just in order to 
enjoy his wife’s complaints may be 
thought to be carrying his traits of 
character too far. 

Jane and Elizabeth certainly do not 
seem to know of fiie possibility of this 
process when they tiy to explain the 
law to their mother, and perhaps Jane 
Austen herself was unaware of it. 

Yours etc, 
D. L STEWART. 
Station House. 
Heswall Hfll, Wirral. Cheshire. 
November IS. 

From Mr Walter King 

Sir, The best-known parallel to the 
Longboum entail is that on W. E. 
Nightingale's property in Hampshire. 
The heir was his sister’s son, William 
Shore Smith, rather than his own 
daughters. Florence Nightingale and 
her sister. Parihenope, were thus 
disinherited, much as Jane and Eliza¬ 
beth were. 

Distant inheritance is not unusual 
either. On my own death (having only 
daughters), all entailed property 
descending to me under an 18th- 
centuty ancestors will reverts to the 
male heirs of an 18th-century aunt. A 
lottery bonanza for them (whoever 
they may be), were the entailed 
property not long-since dissipated. 

Yours faithfully, 
WALTER KING, 
1 The Walks East 
Huntingdon. Cambridgeshire. 

From Mr John R. Tippetts 

Sir, The father or grandfather of Mr 
Collins was persuaded to change his 
name from Bennet in order to inherit 
the fortune of his maternal grand¬ 
father. 

A similar situation arose m the 
Tippetts family in 1787, when Josiah 
Paul Tippetts assumed the surname 
Paul in accordance with the will erf his 
maternal unde. It was his son, John 
Paul Paul, who built High grove 
House in 1796-98. now the home of the 
Prince of Wales. 

The Collins family, however, was 
less successful and ultimately lost its 
money, leaving Mr Collins to depend 
on the benefaction of Lady Catherine 
de Bourgh. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. R. TIPPETTS. 
Bamcroft, Vicarage Lane, 
Dore, Sheffield, South Yorkshire. 
November 20. 

From Mr David Taylor 

Sir. Why is Mr Coffins not called 
Bennet? I find the answer obvious: 
two Mr Bermets in the same novel 
would have been confusing for fiie 
reader. 

Yours faithfully. 
DAVID TAYLOR, 
9 St Paul's Road. Cambridge. 
November 18. 



Memorial services 

COURT CIRCULAR 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 29t His Excellency Se- 
nor Eduardo Ponce-VIvanco was 
received In audience by The Queen, 
and presented the Letters of Recall 
of his predecessor and his own 
Letters of Credence as Ambas¬ 
sador from the Republic of Peru to 
the Court of St James's. 

Senora de PQnoe-Vivanco was 
also received by Her Majesty. 

Sir John Coles (Permanent 
Under-Secretary of State for For¬ 
eign and Commonwealth Affairs) 
was present. 

The Queen received the Bishop 
of London (the Right Reverend 
Richard Chartres) who did Hom¬ 
age upon his appointment. 

The Rt Hon Virginia Bodomley 
MP (Secretary of State for Nat¬ 
ional Heritage) administered the 
Oath. 

The Bishop of Chelmsford 
(Clerk of the Closet] was in 
attendance. 

The Right Reverend Richard 
Chartres was also appointed Dean 

•of Her Majesty's Chapels Royal. 
Afterwards The Queen handed 

to the Right Reverend Richard 
Chartres the Badge and Chain of 
Office upon his appointment as 
Prelate of (he Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire. 

Major Leslie Marsham was 
received by The Queen upon his 
retirement as Comptroller of 
Stores, Royal Mews, and invested 
him with die Insignia of a Lieuten¬ 
ant of the Royal Victorian Order. 

The President of the United 
States of America and Mrs Clinton 
this afternoon visited The Queen 
and The Duke of Edinburgh. 

His Royal Highness this morn¬ 
ing visited The Prince of Wales's 
Institute of Architecture. London 
NWI. 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Presi- 
dem. the English-Speaking Union 

of die Commonwealth, this after¬ 
noon presented- the 1995 Duke of 
Edinburgh English Language 
Book Competition Awards and the 
English-Speaking Union English 
Language Award and afterwards 
chaired a meeting of the English- 
Speaking Union Language Com¬ 
mittee at Buckingham Palace. 

His Royal Highness, Honorary 
Member, this evening attended the 
Smeaionian Society of Civil En¬ 
gineers Dinner at the Institution of 
Civtl Engineers. Great George 
Street, London SW1. 

By Command erf The Queen, the 
Baroness Miller of Hendon (Bar¬ 
oness in Waiting was present at 
Heathrow Airport, London, this 
morning upon the Arrival of The 
President of the United States of 
America and Mrs Clinton and 
welcomed The President and Mrs 
Oinion of behalf of Her Majesty. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 29: The Princess Mar¬ 
garet. Countess of Snowdon. Presi¬ 
dent, The Guide Association, held 
a Reception at Kensington Palace 
this afternoon following the 
presentation of Brooches to those 
who have become Queen's Guides. 
Novanber 29: Princess Alice, 
Duchess of Gloucester. President, 
was present this afternoon at a 
Meeting of the Ladies’ Guild of St 
John Ophthalmic Hospital at 1 
Grosvenor Crescent. London SWI. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
November 29: Princess Alexandra. 
Patron, this afternoon visited the 
offices of the Starlight Foundation 
at 8a Bloomsbury Square, London 
WCl. 

Her Royal Highness this eve¬ 
ning attended a Celebration given 
by Rukba (the Royal United King¬ 
dom Beneficent Association) to 
mark the 95th Birthday of Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother at St 
James's Palace, London SWI. 

Today’s royal engagements 
The Queen will hold an investiture 
at Buckingham fclace at 11.00: 
and will attend an ecumenical 
service in Westminster Cathedral 
at 5 JO to mark the centenary of the 
cathedral's foundation. 
The Duke of Edinburgh, as patron 
and trustee, will attend receptions 
at St James's Palace at 1130 and 
4.00 for young people who have 
reached the gold standard in The 
Duke of Edinburgh^ Award: and. 
as President and Honorary Life 
Fellow of the Royal Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manufac¬ 
tures and Commerce, will attend a 
dinner and present the 1995 Albert 
Medal at the Royal Society of Arts 
at 7.15. 
The Prince of Wales, as Colonel-in- 
Chief of the Army Air Corps, will 
visit Wanisham Airfield. Ipswich, 
at 1030: and will visit British 
Telecom’s research laboratories at 
Marties ham. Suffolk, at 230. 

The Princess RoyaL as President of 
the British Olympic Association, 
will attend a reception and 
luncheon for the British Olympic 
appeal, at the Norwich Airport 
Hotel. Norwich, at 1230. 
The Duchess of Gloucester will 
visit the St Ann’s Hospice gift fair 
atTatton ftiric. Knutsford. at 11.00: 
will visit the Hospice, St Ann’s 
Road North, Heald Green. 
Cheadle, at 12.15; will open the 
Bumage Primary Care resource 
centre. Bumage Lane, Greater 
Manchester, at 1.05; will open the 
Meir community education centre 
at 718 Unaxe ter Road. Meir. at 
330; and will visit the Hothouse. 

centre for oeramk design. 
Webberiey Lane. Longton, at 4.00. 
The Duke of Kent, as Colonel of 
the Scots Guards, wfll visit the 1st 
Battalion, Scots Guards, Victoria 
Barracks. Windsor, at 11.00. 
The Duchess of Kent as Colonel 
Duchess. The Royal Dragoon 
Guards, will attend a regimental 
dinner at the Cavalry and Guards 
Club at 7.45. 

Britisb-ltalian Society 
The British-Italian Society held a 
Ball at the Savoy Hotel last night 
for members and their guests. The 
Italian Ambassador and Signora 
Galli were guests or honour and 
Lord Bridges, Chairman of the 
Society's executive committee, 
presided. 

Haberdashers 
The following have been installed 
officers of the Haberdashers' Com¬ 
pany for the ensuing yean 
Master. Mr P.W. Bedford; War¬ 
dens, Mr D.G.C. Inglefield, Dr 
CJ.T. Bateman. Mr NAC. 
Branson and Mr P.E. Davidson. 

Malcolm Sargent Cancer Fond 
for Children 
Mr Mark Evans was the host ai a 
musical soirte evening held last 
night at Bentley & Cp. New Bond 
Street, in aid of the Malcolm 
Sargent Cancer Fund for Children. 

Mr Jeremy Brett 
A memorial service for Mr Jeremy Bred was 
held yesterday at St Marrin-tn-the Fields. The 
Rev Nicholas Holism officiated. Ms Tam 
Bassett Gresser read from the works of Canon 
Henry Scott Holland. Ms Judy Parfitt lead 
from’a letter written by Robert Wagner and 
Srefaoie Powers. Mr John Stride rad Foot¬ 
prints and Mr Denis Qu ilky read from a Letter 
from America by Afistair Cooke. 

Mr Charles Kay, Ms Sally Head. Controller 
of Drama. London Weekend Television. Miss 
Penelope Keith, and Ms Myra Ftilford of the 
Manic Depression Fellowship, paid tribute. Mr 
Edward Hardwicks gave an address. The Rev 
John Huggins, brother, pronounced the 
blessing. 

During die service Ms Katharine Gowers, 
violin, played Patrick Gowers’ The 
Reichenbach Falls. Among others present were: 
Mr David Huggins [son]. Mrs John Huggins SLsier-Ln-Lawl. Mr Ashley Huggins, Mr Simon 

uggtns, Mr and Mrs Patrick Huggins. Mr and 
Mrs Michael Huggins. Mr and Mrs Andrew 
Huggins. Ms C Huggins. Mr Tim Butler. Mr David 
Butler, squadron Leader and Mrs Colin Butler. Mr 
Martin clunes. Mrs Daphne dunes, Mr and Mrs 
Martin dunes. Miss Amanda dunes. Mrs C 
Gresser. Mr L Gresser, Mr Colin Kirkpatrick, mis 
Christine Kirkpatrick. Mr Ian Kirkpatrick and 
other members of the family. 

Air Commodore Dame Jean Conan Doyle. Sir 
Denis Forman. Dame Diana Rlgg, Lady (Robert) 
Stephens. Mr Jules Bums and MsXndrea wonlor 
Qolnt managing directors Granada Television) 
with past and present members of staff; Mr Sieve 
Momson (managing director. LWTJ. Mr Lewis 
Mahoney. Ms Christine Payne and Mr Frederick 
Purcell (British Actors' Equity Assoriatioln]. 

r, Ms Christine Payne and Mr Frederick 
irltlsb Actors' Equity Assoriatioln]. 
Ilam Abney, Ms Jane Annakln. Mr Paul 

Anneo, Ms Kathy Arundale, Ms Eileen Atkins. Mr Members of the family Present IncJw 
Tony Ayres. Mr James Barrariough. Mr mSJShS 
Christopher Biggins. Mr George Biggs, Dr (spWti- Mrs Andrews ml tn ers (daughte. Christopher Biggins. Mr George Biggs, Dr 
Christopher Brtdgetr, Mr John Bruce. Mr Stuart 
Burge, ms Anna Caider-MarstraU, Ms lynnette 
Carroll, Ms Anna Carteret. Mr Michael Cashman, 
Mr James Cellan Jones, Mr and Mrs David 
Convlile, Mr Nicky Cooney, Ms Charlone 
Cornwell, Ms Adrienne Conte, Mr Michael Cox. 

Mis Cundy-Cooper. Mr and Mrs Mark Dillon. Mr 
Vernon Dobtcheff. 

Mr and Mis Allstair Duff. Mr David Eve. Mr Peter 
Eyre. Mr Frank Fin lay. Mr David Fraser. Mr Philip 
Gault, Ms Josephine Gordon, Mr Michael 
Graham. Mr Derek Granger. Mr Charles Gray, Ms 
Maria Grimley, Mr Peter Hairing, Mr and Mrs 
Michael Halifax, Mis Edward Hardwlcke, Ms 
Emma Hardwlcke, Mr John Hawkesworth, Ms 
sally Head, Miss Sarah Hedings. Miss Patricia 
Hodge. Mr Alan Howard. Miss Gayle Hunnicutb 
Ms MadeJaine Hussey. Mr Pete Kersey, Mr Peter 
Lambert. Mr Peter Land. Miss Jane Lapotaire, MS 
Sue Latimer. Mr Sony Lowe. 

Mr Peter Mares. Miss Anna Massey. Mr Tom 
McGany. Mr Rob McLaughlin, Mr Craig McNeil 
Ms Daphne oxenford, Mr and Mrs Jeremy Paul, 
Ms Sheila Pickles, Mr Ronald Pickup, Ms Linda 
Pritchard, Mr Alan Radcllfle, Mr and Mrs WUllam 
Red font, Mr and Mrs John Ritchie. Mr David 
Round, Ms Pauline Shaw, Mr and mjs Martin 
Shaw, Mrs Parrida Sbaw. Miss Sophie Shaw, Ms 
Jenny Spltzer, Mr Toot Steadman, Mr John Stride, 
Mr Pant Srubbings, Ms Irene Sutcliffe, Mr Tim 
Sullivan. Mr PaulTyrreiL Mr Duncan Weldon. Ms 
Norma west, Mr Tim wilding, Mr Robert Willis 
Fleming. Mrs Joanna Willis Fleming. Mis Heather 
WUIis-Sandford and Ms Glenda Wood. 

Professor Sir David Smitfaera. 
Kf MD FRCP FRCS FRCR 
A service of thanksgiving for the life of Sir 
David Smithers was held yesterday at St Luke's 
Church. Sydney Street, Chelsea. 

The Reverend Derek Watson officiated and 
prayers were said by The Reverend Canon 
Ronald Appleton. The Mynyddislwyn Male 
Voice Choir led the singing. The Address was 
given tty Professor Sir Michael Peckharti and a 
Tribute by Mr Andrew Smithers (son). Major- 
General Bryan Webster (son-in-law) read the 
lesson. 
Members of the family present included Mrs 
Bryan Webster (daughter!. Mis Margaret Ackroyd 

Forthcoming 
marriages 

Jones (The Royal College of Surgeons of England) 
frafessor Gerald Adams and professor Charles 
Joslirt (The British Institute of Radiology! Dr 
Margaret Spittle (The Royal College Radiologists). 
Together with doctors and staff from The Royal 
Marsden Hospital 

Professor A.W. Wilkinson 

A service of thanksgiving for the life and work 
of Professor Andrew Wood Wilkinson, consul¬ 
tant paediatric surgeon, was held yesterday at 
the Church of St George die Martyr, Queen 
Square. WCI. The Rev Derek Bacon officiated^ 
assisted by the Rev Ronald Partridge. 

Mr James Dickson read the Gospef and Dr 
Peter Wilkinson, son. read from the works of 
Canon Henry Scott Holland. 

Mrs Jane Bush, daughter, read tetters 
between her parents and Miss Caroline 
WiDdnson. daughter, paid tribute Professor 
Janus Lister and Miss Caroline Doig gave 
addresses. Among those present were: 

Mr Angus Wilkinson (son). Mrs Isabel Sarulweil 
(stetert, Mrs Peter WlUdnson (dauginrr-trriaw), Mr 
Paul Bush (son-in-law). Miss Lucy Wilkinson and 
Mr Mare wuklhson (grandchildren), Mr and Mrs 
John Onroad. Mr Maurice toman. Dr vtaor 
Med ill. 

Mn Kfl S mi there (grandson). Mr and Mrs William 
Wallace (grandaughter). Mr Justin Webster 
(grandson^ Sebastian and Guy Wallace (great 
grandsons) 

Representing the medical profession were Mr 

Paediatric Surgeons, the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England and many other friends and 
colleagues. 

Dr Gerald Levene 
A memorial meeting for Dr Gerald Max 
Levene, senior consultant dermatologist, was 
held yesterday at Che Middlesex Hospital. Dr 
Pauline Dowd presided. Professor Charles 
Brook. Dr Christopher Bunker, Professor 
David Casson. Professor Robin Eady. Dr 
Saleem Goolamati. Professor Roderick Hay 
and Dr Allan Marsden also spoke. 

Gary Lineker, the football 
commentator, is 35 today 

Birthdays today 
Miss Hilary Armstrong. MP. 50; 
Miss Diana Cotton. QC. 54: Mr 
Graham Crowd en. actor. 73; Mr 
George Du (field, jockey. 49; Sir 
Victor Goodhew. former MP, 76; 
Mr David Lightbown. MP. 63: Mr 
Radu Lupu, pianist.50: Mr Patrick 
McLoughJin, MP. 38; Mr Tom 
Orford. life president. National 
Association of Young Cricketers, 
90; Lord Parry. 70; Miss Mar¬ 
guerite Porter, ballerina, 47; Sir 
Stanley Rees, former High Court 
judge. 88: Mr Max Reinhardt, 
publisher. 80: Mr John H. Scott, 
Lard Lieutenant of Shetland, 59: 
Lord Tope. 52. 

UN Year for 
Tolerance 
A meeting was hejd yesterday at 
the House of Commons by the UK 
Council for the UN Year for Toler¬ 
ance. Speakers included Emma 
Nicholson. MP. Larry Hollings¬ 
worth. Mary Berg and Mari 
Fitzduff. Sir Sigmund Sternberg. 
Patron of the UK Council, presided. 

Luncheon 
Carlton Club 
Lord Young of Graffham was the 
guest of honour and speaker at a 
luncheon of the Political Com¬ 
mittee of die Carlton Club held 
yesterday at the club. Sir Brian 
Gaswell presided. Mr Simon 
Mabey also spoke. 

Smeaionian Society 
The Duke of Edinburgh, as an 
Honorary Member of the 
Smeaionian Society of Civil En¬ 
gineers, attended the annual din¬ 
ner held last night at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. Mr 
James Wiltshire, president, was in 
the chair. 
Mr Mike Bowlin 
King Constantine of the Hellenes 
and Prince Michael of Koit were 
present at a dinner given last night 
at Claridge'S Hotel by Mr Mike 
Bowlin, Chairman of ARCO. Mr 
Jack Kemp was guest of honour. 
Other 
The secretary General or tne 
Commonwealth, the Ambassadors 
of Israel. Belgium and Sweden, the 
Minister of the United States 
Embassy, the Minister-Counsellor of 
the Brazilian Embassy, Mr Roger 
Abel Mr Rick Ah earn, the Eari of 
*•-**“ “ Lord Alexander of 

Mr Robert Anderson. 
Lord Annan, 

___ IIminster, Mr 
Robert Baldock. Ms Elizabeth 
Bsrtschercr, Mrs Margaret Beckert, 
MP. Sir Isaiah Berlin. OM. Mr Alex 
Bernstein, sir Hugh BldwelL Sir 
Thomas Bingham. Mr Mark Blrtey. 
Baroness Btackstone. Mr Dieter 
Bocti, Mr Vernon Bogdanor. Mr John 
Booth. Mrs Virginia Bottomley, MP. 
Lord Briggs, Baroness Brigstockr, Mr 
John Browne. Mr Malcolm Bruce, 
MP. Sir Terence Bums. Mr David 
Bussey, Professor Marilyn Butler. 
Professor AverU Cameron. Lord 
Chalfont. Lord Chaneris of Amls- 
field. Mr Rodney Chase. Mr Jay 
Cheatham, sir David Checkers, Ms 
Anthony Cheetham. Mr J N Clarke. 
Mr Michael Cockerell, Mr Lod Cook. 
KBE. sir AlcOn Co pis am w. Mr Joe 
Darby. Mr John Davidson, sir Robin 
Day. Mr Donald Derrick. Mr Mike 
Devereau, Mr Kenneth Dickerson. 
Mr Marian Downs, the Eari of 
Dudley. Mr Tim Eggar, MP, Mr 
Christopher Fay. Sir Robert Fellowes, 
Mr Anthony Fernandes, Mr Anthony 
Figgis. Mr Michael Flshwlck. Mr lan 

AlriJe. KT. Lord 
Weedon, QC. Mr Rot 
Sir Michael Angus, 
Lord Armstrong of 
Robert Baldock. > 

_ _onyth. MP. sir 
Paul Fbx. Lord Fraser of Canny Hie. 
QC. Ambassador John Gavin. Sir 
Peter Glbblngs. Ms Rosalind 
Gilmore. MrStephen Glovanlsd. Mr 
Michael Green. Mr John Grieg. Mr 
John Gummer. MP. Lord HaiSharo 
of St Marylebone. KG. CH. FRS. Mr 
Rupert Hambra. Sir Ronald Ham- 
pe£ Lord Hanson. Mr Kenneth 
Harris. Mr Roger Harrison. Mr 
Graham Hearne. Sir Edward Heath. 
KG, MP. Mr Simon Heffer, Sir Denys 
Henderson. Sir Nicholas Henderson. 
Professor Peter Hennessy. Mr Alan 
Hirslg. Mr Robert Honon. Mr 
Anthony Howard. Mr Michael 
Howard. QC. MP. Dr Norman 
Howard. Mr David Howell. MP. Lord 
Hum of Tan worth. Sir David Hum. 
Mr David Hunt. MP. MrMarmaduke 
Hussey. Sir Bernard Ingham, Mr 
Robin Janvrlo. the Hon Peter Jay. 
Lord Jenkins of Hillhead. OM. Mr 
Simon Jenkins, Sir Philip Jones. Mr 
Charles Kennedy, MP. Mr Geoffrey 
Kent, Sir Chips Keswick. Mr Henry 
Keswick. Mr Stephen Lampon, Ms 
Julia Langdon. sir Geoffrey Leigh. 

Dinners 
Mr Manyn Lewis. Mr Peter Lilley, 
MP. Mr 1 G McAllister. Mr Hugh 
Mdlvanney. Ms sheila McKechnle. 
Mr David McLaughlin. Mr Mark 
Malcomson, Mr Stephen Mallows. 
Professor Robert May. Mr Anthony 
Merifiekd. Mr David Metcalfe. Mr 
Leonard Mlall. Mr Nicholas Morrell, 
the Hon Colin Moynlhan. sir Patrick 
NellL QC. Rabbi Julia Neuberger, Ms 
Pauline Nevllle-Jones. Mr Brian 
Nicholson, Dr Peter North, Mr 
Richard Norton, the Hon Sir Angus 
Ogttvy, Sir Paul Osmond. Lord 
Owen. CH, Mr Pear Owen. Mr 
Geoffrey Parkhouse, Mr Hayden 
Phillips, Sir Charles PowetL Lord 
Quinton, Sir John Quinton, Mr 
Geoffrey Reed. Lord Rees-Mope. Mr 
Giles Remnant, Sir Robert Rhodes 
James. Lord Richard. QC. Sir John 
Riddell, Mr Andrew Roberts. Mr 
Terry Robinson. Mr Joe Rogaly. Mr 
Kenneth Rose. General Sir Michael 
Rose, the Hon Amschel Rothschild. 
Lord Rothschild, sir George Russell. 
Dr Peter Ryan. Mr Richard Ryder. 
MP. Mr Maurice SaatchL Lord 
Sains bury of Preston Candover. KG. 
Lord St John of Fawsley, Mr Marvin 
Schlanger, Sir David Scholey. Mr 
Raymond Seitz. Dr Michael Shea. Mr 
James Sherwood. Mr Peter Shore. 
MP. Baroness Smith of GLlmorehilL 
Mr Robert suibere. Sir Richard 
Souchwood. Dr Lyndon Stanton. Sir 
David SCeeL MP. Mr Edward 
Streator. Mr Stephen Sueliemrop. 
Mr Peter Sutherland. Sir Adrian 
Swire. Mr Ian Taylor. MP. Mr K H 
Tavlor, Sir Dents Thatcher' and 
Baroness Thatcher. LG. OM. FRS. Mr 
G E Ward Thomas. Lord Thomson of 
MoniTieth. KT. Mr Richard Thorn¬ 
ton. Sir Crispin TtckelL Mr ion 
Trewtn, Mr Andrew Turn ball Dr Ian 
Twlnn. MP. Lacty Vftilets, Mrwmfam 
Wade. Lord Wakeham. Mr Jim 
Wallace. MP. Sir Peter Walters. Mr 
Alan Watkins. Mr Jess Watts. Mr 
Richard Webb. Lord WeLnstock. Mr 
Granr Williams. Mr R.TJ. Wilson. 
Lord Wlndlesham. Mr Nigel Winser. 
Lord wotlson. Dr Frances Wood, Dr 
Robert Woof. Lord Wyan of Weeford. 
Mr Will wyan. Lord Young or 
Graffham. Mr Philip Ziegler and Mr 
Nazim Zouloueche. 

Prime Minister 
The Prime Minister and Mrs 
Major were the hosts last night at a 
dinner held at 10 Downing Street 
in honour of the American Presi¬ 
dent and Mrs Clinton. A reception 
was held afterwards. 

Stationers’ and Newspaper 
Makers’Company 
The Lord Mayor, at a dinner last 
night at Stationers’ HalL presented 
a certificate no Mr Oliver Green¬ 
wood. a graduaie who has com¬ 
pleted a post graduate research 
programme, sponsored jointly by 
Pira International and the Sta¬ 
tioners' and Newspaper Makers' 
Company's Educational Charity. 
Mr A.B. Brooker. Master, presided. 
Lieutenant-General Sir Ruben 
Ross; Commandant General Royal 
Marines, and Mr R.F. FuIIick. 
Upper Warden, also spoke. 

Two Cities Dining Club 
Mr John Biffen. MP. was the guest 
speaker at a dinner of the Two 
Cities Dining Club held last night 
ai the St Enron's hotel. Mr 
Kenneth Dibben presided. 
EuropeaD-Adanfrc Group 
The Ambassador erf the Russian 
Federation, accompanied by Mrs 
Adamishina. was the guest of 
honour and speaker at a dinner of 
the European-Atlantic Group held 
last night at the St Enron’s Hotel. 
Lord Dahrendorf, chairman, pre¬ 
sided. Sir Rodric Braithwafte. Dr 
Iain Elliot and Str Frank Roberts 
also spoke. Among those present 
were 
The Ambassadors of Egypt. Roma¬ 
nia. Slovenia, the Slovak Republic nla. Slovenia, the Slovak Republic 
Latvia. Hungary, the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
ana Georgia, the Charge d’Affalres of 
Estonia and other members of the 
Diplomatic Corps. 
MlUhank Ctnh 
The MiHbank Club entertained 
last night at the Carlton Chib Sir 
George Young. Secretary of State 
for Transport, and Mr Jeremy 
Hunt. Sir John Cope. MP. presi¬ 
dent. presided. 
Printers' Charitable Corporation 
Mr Norman Garrod. President of 
the Printers' Charitable Corpora¬ 
tion. presided at the festival dinner 
held last night at die London Hilton 
on Park Lane After the dinner Mr 
Frank Barlow-, chairman of the 
council, announced Sir Frank Rog¬ 
ers as president for 1996. 
Foundation for Science and 
Technology 
Lord Buiterwonh. Chairman of 
the Council of the Foundation for 
Science and Technology, presided 
at a lecture and dinner discussion 
held last night at the Royal Society 
in association with the European 
Science Foundation. Professor Dr 
Joachim Treusch. Dr Peter Wil¬ 
liams, Professor Dr Haitmut 
Weule and Professor Dr Waiter 
Kroll were the speakers. The 
German Ambassador was among 
those present. 

Appointment 
Mr Richard Ralph to be Governor of 
the Falkland islands and Commis¬ 
sioner of the South Georgia and the 
South Sandwich Islands, in succes¬ 
sion to Mr David Taiham who will be 
moving to a new appoimmenL 

Mr NXX Behrens 
and Dr R.F. da Qnesnay 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, eldest son of Mr 
Michael and Mrs Minsk 
Behrens, of London, and 
eldest daughter of Mr Ronald du 
Quesnay and Mrs Roy Lankester. 
of Kingston, Jamaica. 

Mr A.D. Brown 
and Miss M.G. Cmmifie 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Douglas Brcwn.. °* 
Hampton. Middlesex, and Manta, 
eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Frank Cunniffe. of Nenagh, Co. 
Tipperary.. 
Mr G.R.F. Corbett 
and Miss RJ. Smith 
Tie engagement is announced 
between Gavin Roger Frater. 
younger son of Mr and Mrs A.R. 
Corbett, of Edinburgh, and Rhona 
Jean, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Ian Smith, of Craigrothie, 
Fife. 

Mr LT. Fenwieke-Oeweil 
and Miss E.S. Aykroyd 
The engagement is announced 
between Luke Thomas, younger 
son of Mr and Mrs Warren 
Fenwicke-Clennell. of Kirk 
Hammenon. York, and Emily 
Sorrel younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs David Aykroyd, of Nun 
Monkion. York. 
Major PJDJP: Hankinson 
and Mias VA. Maymon 
The engagement is announced 
between Major Piers Hankinson, 
The Queen's Royal Lancers, youn¬ 
ger son of Commander David 
Hankinson. of Earls Court. 
London, and Mrs Donald Camp¬ 
bell, ofStanden. JsJe of Wight, arid 
Victoria, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Antony Maymon. of 
Sutton. Surrey. 
MrJ-C Hutchison 
and Miss J.F-E. LakQacw 

The engagement is announced 
between James, son of Sir Peter 
and Lady Hutchison, of Kippen. 
Stirlingshire, and Jane, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Peter Laidlaw, of 
Edinburgh. 
Mr J .H. Leaf 
and Miss A.H.F. Stanford 
The engagement is announced 
between Jeremy, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs John Leaf, of Thrussing- 
ton. Leicestershire, and Alicia, 
younger daughter of the late 
Admiral Sir Peter Stanford, and of 
Mrs Derek Bazalgetre, of 
Hambledon. Hampshire. 

Anniversaries 
BIRTHS: Andrea Palladio, archi¬ 
tect. Padua. 1506; Sir Philip Sidney, 
poet and soldier, {fenshurst Kent. 
1554: John Bunyan. writer and 
preacher. Elstow, near Bedford. 
I62& Jonathan Swift, poet, satirist 
and pamphleteer. Dublin. 1667; 
Mark Twain, writer. Florida. Mis¬ 
souri, 1835; Sir Winston Churchill. 
Prime Minister 1940-45 and 1951- 
55. Blenheim Palace. 1874; Charles 
Hawtrey. actor. Hounslow, west 
London. 1914. 

DEATHS: John Selden. lawyer 
and historian. Whitefriars, 1654: 
Giambattista Bodoni, type de¬ 
signer. Padua. 1813; Oscar Wilde, 
dramatist and poet, Paris, 1900; 
Edward John Eyre, explorer in 
Australia, Tavistock. 1901: Wil¬ 
helm Furtwangler, conductor. Ba¬ 
den-Baden. 1954; Beniamino Gigli, 
tenor. Rome. 1957; Patrick 
Kavanagh, poo. Dublin, 1967; Sir 
Compton Mackenzie, writer. Edin¬ 
burgh. 1972; Sir Terence Kattigan. 
dramatist Hamilton. Bermuda. 
1977; Joyce Grenfell, actress and 
broadcaster. London, 1979. 

Today is the Feast of St Andrew, 
the patron saint of Scotland. 

The Crystal Palace was destroyed 
by fire, south London. 1936. 

IX^&younger^nofMr 
peter Isaacs, of Barnes, 
^3 Caffio®. jouigst 
of Colin Davidson. MB, 

FRCS. and Mrs Damdson. 

of Bristol. 
Mr NJ. Paterson 
!£d Juffr. U Scbdlekens 
The engagement is announcaj 

nSi. son of Mr and Mtt 

EEEiKIrt-ogrtss; 
Rudrinahatnshire. and Uesixs. 
S&tercrfl^.enMm.- 
Paul Schellekens. of Tumbout. 

Belgium. 
Mr GJ Pollock 

and Miss CN. Bynm ■ 
The engagement is announced , 
between Gerard, son of Miyand 
Mrs Kevin Pollock of Rotorua. 
New Zealand, and Claire, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Ronaid Byron, 
erf Becdes. Suffolk. 
Captain R.D. Udy 
and Miss FT. Sharp 
The engagement ^ ^mounori 
between Captain Richard Udy. 
The Kings Royal Hussara, wnof 
Mr and Mrs David Udy. of The 
Vineyards. Bath, and Hona. 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Anthony 
Short*, of Rookhurst House. Hay¬ 
wards Heath. Sussex. 
Mr S.M. Webb 
and Miss R-B. Phelps 
The engagement is announced 
between Steven, son of Mr and 
Mrs Raymond Webb, of Potters 
Bar Hertfordshire, and Rebecca, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs David 
Phdps, of Hadley Wood. 
Hertfordshire. 
Mr P.W. Wilkins 
and Miss M.D. Mahoney 
The engagement is announced 
between Peter, son of Mr Chris¬ 
topher Wilkins, of Newcastletorv 
Roxburghshire, and Mrs Patricia 
Wilkins, of Sheldon. Honilon, and 
Michelle, eldest daughter of Mr 
and Mrs James Mahoney, of 
Clarke's Beach, Newfoundland. 

Marriage 
Mr S. Mann 
and Miss A. Freedman 
The marriage between Mr Simon 
Mann, son of Mr and Mrs George 
Mann, and Miss Amanda Freed¬ 
man. daughter of Mr Maurice. 
Freedman and Mrs Marilyn 
Freedman, took place on Wednes¬ 
day. November 29. 1995. in 
London. 

Royal Air Force . 
Judge Neville has been appointed 
Honorary Air Commodore of No 5 
(County of Devon] Maritime Head¬ 
quarters Unit RAAF. 
The following RAF officers have been! 
appointed as Aides-de-Camp: 
Group Captain DAG. Bremner.. 
Group Captain G. Jones and Group 
Captain GA Miller. 
The Rev Group Captain AT.R.- 
Goode has been appointed an Honor-' 
ary Chaplain to The Queen. . 

University news _v 
Oxford 
The following have been awarded-, 
university prizes: 
Winter Williams Law Prizes 1995:;' 
First prize Colin West St AnitFS. 
College second prize Iain Pester,-; 
Merton College awards for merifOri-' • 
ous work have been made to Gavijt. 
Faster. Regents Park College, and. 
David Grant Worcester College. J ; 
British Tekram Research and Tedt-' 
notogy Prize for Computing Science- 
1995: Graham Sharp. The Queens 
College. 
LJ. Witts Prize in Haematology or.. 
Gastroenterology 1994-95: David 
Ross Camidge. Lincoln College. / ‘ 
Merton College 
Miss KM. Baa®, formerly of Frame 
College, has been promoted to-a- 
Postmastership. 

BMD’S: 0171 782 7272 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 PERSONAL COLUMN TRADE: 0171 481 1982 

FAX: 0171 481 9313 
Look ofler the nock at Oou 

whose aheplwnls you are; do 
1L not unto-computaien. tnd 
wffltntfy u God wotdd have 
ft not for sain, but out of 
sheer devotion. 
X Peter 6 : Z (REB) 

BIRTHS 

BABESAM/HOOH - A <*H at 
Wellington Hospital born 
23rd November 199G to 
Randa and Add- Wekwne to 
the wortdi 

BOLS - On November 28th. to 
KMe Onto Barnard) and Pett. 
a daughter. Harriet Talimia 
Kate, a deter for Samoa! and 
Jestfca. 

COMPTON - On November 
24th at The Wellington 
Hospital, to CamlUe Onto 
Tbompaon) and MUad. a 
daughter. AMpaS Ottvta. a 
pretty ststv for Max. 

DARBY-HID ALSO da 
CAVIEDES - To William 
Nicholas and Teresa, a 
beautiful daughter, Eliza 
Marla, at The Royal 
Hampshire County HosMtaL 
Winchester, on 22nd 
November 1996. 

FHAHTH - To Jonathan and 
Penny at Wexhara Park 
HoscUbL « daughter. Otrvu 

* Clementine. on 22nd 
November, a ststv ha- KattaE 

QEE - On Montoy November 
27th. to Smto Onto BeyUm) 
and Colin, a beautiful 
daughter. EBanumda. a toa 
tar TUMtha and Bay. 

ABBS - On TomUy 28th 
November 1996 at 8onftMnd 
Maternity Unit, to Ann <nte 
Wells) and Paul, a son. 
Sebastian Jacob, a baby 
brother for Chris and 
Breyim. 

HAMPSOM - On November 
23rd. to Radiel (nte OBaon) 
and Harry, a daughter. 
Charlotte Joan EUzabeth. 

MOOHES - On Novanber 
200k to Amanda (Min) nto 
FlttpahK* and PWUp. a son. 
WHOM* Mtehnrf. 

PHIPPS - On November 21st 
at Ealing HoapttaL to Aya 
and Mark, a daughter. 
CharioOe Diana. 

RAY - On 28th November 
1995 in North Carolina, 
USA. to Jacgneline (nte 
Want) and Nfcfc. a daughter, 
Khthertne Emily Georgia. 

SADLER - On 26m November 
1995 at bams in London, to 
Kate (nte Hordern) and 
Crispin, a daughter. 
Miranda, a sister tar OUvla. 

SIRA - On 22nd November at 
The Wellington Hospital 
Puneet and Satwlndar are 
pleasad to announce the 
arrival of their beautiful 
baby daughter - Sbnran. 

SNOW - On November asm. 
to view (nte Whitahoamj 
and Qurtb, a sen. Hanbuu 
wnuam. 

STAHEYEFF - To Ctetshne 
and Nick on 27th November, 
at The MaUda Homttal Hong 
Kong, a daughter. Alexandra 
Grace, a slater tar Sophie. 

STANFORD - On 28th 
November 1996. to Anne 
Cote RavdD and Henry, a 
daughter. Celia Elizabeth 
RevelL 

WALKER - On November 
26th at The Portland 
HospttoL to Karen and Bean 
Walker, a wonderful son. 
MacKenzIe Robert a brother 
tar CaUian and Danielle. 

WENTWORTH-STANLEY - 
On November 28th. to Annie 
and Adrian, a son. Charles 
Edward. 

DEATHS 

AITK0I - On November 28th. 
suddenly out peacefully at 
home. Robert William 
Attfcm, beloved husband of 
the late Phoebe Noble. A 
much loved father, 
grandfather and brother-in- 
law. Funeral Service at 
Chkitester Crematorium an 
Monday December 4th at 
3pm. Enqulrfeo to L.P. 
Union A Son01730 B13264. 

November 28th at Her home 
In Dorset. Pemett NtccfleOe 
Cardial, wife at the late 
Brigadier Guy Bailing tun. 
Funeral at St Mary’s. 
Chettle. on Tuesday 
r>niniwr GU al 2 kd_ 

BOAKE - On 26th November 
1996 peacefully at the Old 
Rectory Nursing Home. 
NewdigalB. BBzabeOl Mary 
(Settle) widow of Hal. 
Beloved mother of Nefl and 
Buzz, grandmother and 
ftlmd to many. Cretnallen 
private. Service of 
Thanksgiving an Monday 
40] December at 11 am at St 
Petal's Church. Newdwn. 
Family flowers only. 
Durations fur PA&A. may 
be sett to Sherlock & Scad. 
Trento Hama. Dusking. 

BRIDGES - Margaret Media 
(ate Bucher] on Tuesday 
28th November at Salisbury 
Hooke. Deafly beloved wHfe 
of BoUn and ranch loved by 
sister Gillian Butler and 
family James. Thomas, 
Johnny and stepchildren 
Carol. Emma. Gabrlelle. 
pump and Jocelyn. Funeral 
Service ai 1.45 pm on 
Tuesday 6tb Dncsmbtr at St 
Edwards Church. TcffODt 
Magna. Salisbury. Wilts. 
Flowers or donations to 
SaUshmy HooUn Care TTrat 
c/o CUC StmrgoU. 389-161 
FtshcrtOA Street. Salisbury. 
Wilts. 

DEATHS 

CHESTER - On November 
28th 1996. Geotge Frederick 
(EriO aged 89 years, demy 
loved husband of Dorothy 
and father of Timothy and 
Edward, died peacefully and 
unexpectedly. Private 
funeral. 

On 24th November 1996 
aged 67. The youngest son of 
the late Major Alan Rees 
Colraan and the Hon. 
Victoria Hetoi Potman. Very 
sadly missed brother of 
Anthony and beloved by 
family and fttento. Service 
and cremation wffi lake place 
al Putney Vale Qramatartom 
on Saturday 2nd December 
1996 at 3 pm. Flowers may 
be delivered to JJl Kenyon. 
S3 Westbonrne Grove. W2 
4UL an Friday 1st December 
or to the Oematmtuu on 
Saturday 2nd December. 
Ena Ulrica tel: (0171) 229- 
3810. 

CRAIQ-HAIMISH 
Peacefully In London on 
November 26th. war. seed 
90. A religious ceremony 
wm be held at the Cenntete 
Church. Kensington, on 
Saturday December 2nd at 
tl am. Interment in the 
gave of hi* stejauuOw. Mis 
Ina Thorndike, wm be held 

Monday December 4tb at 
9.16 am. All enouMee to J JL 
Kenyon (0171) 937-0767. 

DAMES - John (Jack) Kari 
Lloyd psamfnlhr at home on 
November 27th aged 80 
years. Dearly loved husband 
of Loitoe and tovtna tathm of 
Marie Claire. John. 
Catherine and Paid-Requiem 
Mass and funeral on 
Darrmbei 6m as UOpn at 
SI Helen’s Church, 27 MHion 
Road. WenriHT on Sea. No 
flowers pfeeae hut donations 
to Si Joseph's Hospice, 
London E8. Enquiries to 
Funeral DkucMfs J.W. TMe 
& Son. (01702) 543064. 

DOUGLAS - Oh 27Ui 
November 1995. Malcolm 
aged 85. peacefully at the 
Norfolk and Norwich 
HosHiaL Fondly Service at 
St Mary's Ctnavb. Denton. 
Norfolk on Friday 8th 
December 1996 at 11 am 
followed by cremation. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations Is Church Fabric 
Fuad. TeL- <01980 892178. 
Memorial Service to he 
announced later. 

DEATHS 

DOYLE - Tony, widow of 
Hand Doyle, both fwmaly 
of Swell, died after long 
period of suffWlng an 29th 
November. Funeral Monday 
18th December 2 pm Our 
Lady of watelngbam. 
Enfletd. Family Dowers only. 
Donations to Alzhelraere 
Disease Society c/o Martin 
Shepherd and Co, 2. Brick 
Lane. Enfield EN3 6BA. 

DRINK WATER - Joanna 
Cttwbeth on 27th Novanber 
1996 aged 37. al The Royal 
Marsden HoepOel after a long 
mnees most bravely tmrae. A 
much lowed daughter, stater, 
aunt and friend. Memorial 
Service ar Kalrtard Parish 
Church on Saturday 9th 
Decsniber 1996 at HJO am. 
Donations if wished to the 
Doctor Ian Smith Cancer 
Research Fund. Royal 
Marsden Hospital. Fulham 
ROad. London. 

ELLERY - On November ITth 
1995 suddenly. Gladys aged 
B3 years, wife of tbe late 
Frank Ellery, mother of 
Tony and mendmotbor to 
Alexander and Ann. The 
Funeral has taken place. AH 
e no a tries please to F.A 
Holland A Son. Terminus 
Rood, uttlebampton. tel: 
(01903) 713939. 

GEODES-On 29th November 
1996. Tbe Hon. Dr. David 
Campbell Geddee. -aged 78 
years. Service at Hastings 
Crematorium on Friday 1st 
December al 3^0 pm. No 
flowers, but donations If 
wished to Tatung 
Newspaper Association of 
(be UJC c/o Waterhouse ft 
Sons. High Street. Burwash. 
E- Sx. TeL (0143Q) 882219. 

GRAWT-Ctore wife of the iota 
Lt. Col. Peter Grant on 
Tuesday 28lh November. 
Requiem mesa end burial at 
Si Mary and St Philip, 

| Fordlngbridge an Monday 
40) December at 12 noon. 

GRAY - map Brace an 24lh 
November, aged 39. After a 
tang tanas bravely borne. 
Much loved and treasured 
husband or Sue. Sadly 
mteed and forever tn our 
hearts. Family Dowers only. 
Donations If desired to 
Haemappeal, Katherine 
Donnandy Trust. Royal Free 
Hospital. London NW3. 
Funeral Service at Upton 
Lovell Church. nr. 
Warminster. Wilts, at 12 
noon on Saturday 2nd 
Oecmber. 

HUTSON - Madeline 
peacefully aged 90 on 
November 26th. widow of 
Archie, much loved mother 
of Janies and John, beloved 
grandmother and great¬ 
grandmother. Funeral on 
Octanes- fidk Etxmlrteo to 
C.T. Davies Funeral Dtrectoi 
teh (01792) 391142. 

DEATHS 

JOHNSTON STEWART - On 
Monday. November 27th. 
1996. suddenly at home. 
Robert Hathorn. beloved 

irry *1.. I 
and Gavin. Funeral al St 
Martin and St Nlalan's 
Church. Whithorn on 
Friday. December 1st el 
2pm. Family flowers only 
Please, but donations to 
Society For The Protection 
of Unborn Children. 7 
Tuflon Street. Westminster. 
London SW1P 3QN. 

LAKE - On 20ih November 
1996. Norah. peacefully at 
Jansen Dean NMng Home. 
Badly missed mother of 
Roblna and David, 
grandmother of Lesley. 
Bally. Jane. Sara. Fanny. 
Ton and OWer. Widow of 
Albert Lata- Funeral at St 
Mary's Qmreh. ShorUands, 
11 am Friday 1st Decamber. 

LYDE - Jeffrey Wtttam Ward 
Lyde. FTOBA. AADtpL late 

to Oredys (F/DL Hayltng 
bland, ted (01706) 465898. 

ROWE - OP November 28th 
1996. Margaret May {Peggy) 
Rowe. MJELE. peacefully al 
home, daughter of the late 
Claude and Muriel How*, 
beloved sister, aunt and 
great-aunt. Tha funeral 
service will be at St 
Catherine’s, Neasden. on 
Wednesday December 6Q> of 
11.4a am. prim- to burial at 
WlUeaden Cemetery. 
Flowers. If desired, to T-A- 
EUement & Son Ltd.. 21 
Bridge Street. Pinner. 
Middlesex, lei: (0181) 866- 
0324. 

RUSSELL - Whuffed Kate of 
Cambridge, died on Sunday 
November 26 th 1998. 
Funeral Service at 
Cambridge City 
Crematorium West ChapeL 
on Tuesday Dacemba- 5ih at 
9.30 am. Floral tributes to 
Co-operative Funeral 
Service. 34 James Street. 
Cambridge. 

SHAHBENDERIAN - Nun* 
on 23rd November, Dearty 
loved and devoted wife of 
Peter and wonderful mother 
of Cfelgor and Man*. FWisral 
at St Sarkis Armenian 
Church, iverna Gardens. 
London WH. on Wednesday 
6th December at 2^0 pen. 
private burial in Cadnqute. 
Spain. Family Bowers only. 
Donations If wfified to Royal 
Marsden Children's Cancer 
Uott. Sutton. Sy SM2 SPT. 

DEATHS 

SHAW - Richard John 
GOdroy beloved tuehand of 
Yvonne and much loved 
rather of Rupert on 23rd 
November at The University 
College Hospital. Private 
burial on Friday let 
December rollowed by 
funeral service at 3-lGpm al 
St Pater’s Church. Eaton 
Sonar*, tandem SWI tar tel 
friends and business 
antedates and afterwards at 
Lowndes Lambert Group 
House. Friary Court. 66 
Crutched Friars. London. 
EC3N 2NP. No flowers 
please, but charitable 
donations at church. A 
memorial service will be held 
In lbs aty of London - date 
and venue to be announced 
shortly 

8WAN - Peter Harrison 
Swan. D.S.O.. D.F.C. 
Peacefully m tuauttsl after a 
short illness, on 27th 
November. Dear husband of 
Jess and father of Michael. 
Diana and Julian, 
grandfauisr of Claudia. 
Harriet. Oliver. Lettlce. 
Francesca and Rory. A 
Service of Thanksgtvtiig wm 
be hald at 3 pm on 
Wednesday. 6th December at 
St Bailhotoutaw the Great 
West Smith fie Id. London 
EC1 and afterwards at the 
Founders HaU. Cremation 
private. Al his »rawest no 
flowers, bnl donations. If 
desired to tha RAF 
Benevolent Fund. 67 
Portland Race. London WIN 
4AR. 

TATT - Thomas, on November 
26th. peacefully in basoBaL 
aged 78. Much beloved and 
loving husband of Margaret. 
Devoted father of Alison. 
Rosemary and Julia, and1 
grandfather of their six 
children. Private funeral. 
Thanksgiving Service ai St 
Lake's Church. Eardley 
Road. Sevenoaks on 
Saturday. December 9th at 
3pm. No flowers, please. 

TOMS - Susan Myverl (tied 
peacefully after a brave Oteti 
on 27th November 1996. 
loved wife of David, tovtng 
mother at Louise. Andrew. 
Vicky and Matthew and 
mothertiMaw of Cary and 
Rebecca. Funeral Stevke at 
SI Thomas. Asleekton.l 
Nottinghamshire. on1 
Tuesday 6th December at 
lpm. roOowed by tntenaeiiL 
Family Oowars only phase. 
Donations in lieu for 
Hayward House and Tbe I 
Sue Toms Library at Uio| 
Sherwood institute fori 
Psycho Therany may be sent 
to Radcnrre & District 
Funeral Service. A Memorial 
Service at St Nicholas 
Church. Maid Marian Way., 
Nottingham, on Friday 
January 26th 1996 at 11 am. | 

DEATHS 

TUNNICLIFFE - Charles 
Martyn aged 48. peacefully 
on Samrday zeth November 
1996^ after a sborl iBnass. He 
will be misted greatly by 
family and friends. Funeral 
Service at Holy Trinity 
Church. Hermitage, on 
Friday iff December at lpm. 
followed by cremation at 
Oxford Crematorium. 
Family flowers only Meow 
but donations would be 
much appreciated In his 
memory to Qisiter 88 or 
Maoufllan Nuraes to Ctonp 
Hopson. Newbury, lei: 
(01636) 622210. AH friends 
warmly welcome 

WHEELER - On November 
24th suddenly as a resull of a 
heart attack at home Daphne 
Laurie (nto FUUbrook). Very 
dear wife of the late Surgeon 
Cdr. Stanley John Wheeter 
R.N. (Ret'd). mother of 
Jonathan. Julian and 
fitofiarti and gsiKhwCler of 
Robert. Richard. Mark. 
Hannah and wmam and a 
modi loved xnathertn-tanv. 
Funeral Service at the 
Church of St Nicholas. 
Winterborne Kingston. 
Dorset. Monday December 
4tn at 2.16 pm. No Oowars 
please, donations if desired to 
King George's Fond for 
Sailors may be sou to Albert 
Marsh (Funeral Directors) 
Ltd.. St Michaels Road. 
Wareham. Dorset. BH20 
4QU. TeL (01929) 552107. 

FLATSHARE RENTALS TICKETS FOR SALE 

THANKSGIVING 
SERVICES 
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Obituaries 

SYDNEY BAILEY 
Sidney Bailey, writer and pacifist. 
died on November 26 aged 79. He 

was born on September L 1916- 

A SPOKESMAN for peace. Sydney 
Bailey provided a still, small voice of 
calm amid the often violent rhetoric of 
national confrontation. .As a Quaker 
and convinced pacifist, he put his trust 
in the basic decency of human nature. 
He believed that if people on one side of 
a conflict could be induced to see those 
on the other side as human, then fears 
:>nd hatreds could be soothed, and 
negotiations could begin. 

His peacekeeping missions took him 
to the rroublespoLs of the world. He 
travelled frequently to the Soviet Union 
at a time when die world was in the 
grip of the Cold War. He was 
especially involved in the Middle East, 
acting as a quiet mediator between 
Israeli foreign ministers and leaders of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation, 
and he played a behind-the-scenes role 
in ihe drawing up of Resolution 242. 
the key document which, after the 1967 
w ar. formed the foundation or the land- 
for-peace deal. He also visited South 
Africa several times before the collapse 
of apartheid and headed the British 
Council of Churches delegation to 
Non hem Ireland. 

In many ways a shy man, he 
adopted an understated, almost anony¬ 
mous role. Unlike some better known 
negotiators, he never gave a press 
conference before he left on a mission, 
preferring to slip discreetly through 
airports, a seemingly innocuous rid 
man confined to a wheelchair. His job. 
•<' he saw it. was to proride an 
unofficial and essentially private chan¬ 
nel nf communication between swum 
enemies when the demands of nation¬ 
alistic propaganda and patriotic pride 
prevented either side from making 
their negotiations public. 

in the 1950s he spent four years as 
the Quakers* non-governmental repre¬ 
sentative at United Nations General 
Assembly meetings. Chatting infor¬ 
mally at the bar. he would build up 
relationships with diplomats of ail 
natiunaiities and, afterwards, his pri¬ 

vate rooms would provide a forum for 
informal debate in which the points of 
view of differing factions could be 
exposed and discussed. 

He wrote more than 15 books on the 
subject of peacekeeping, many of 
which emphasise the importance of the 
UN in the resolution of international 
disputes. These books arc still often 
used today as training tools for young 
diplomats. They have become part of 
the ongoing process for the promotion 
of peace in a way which Bailey would 
have approved. “Peace is a process to 
engage in. and not a goal to reach." 
was his conclusion to his last book. 

Sydney Dawson Bailey developed 
his pacifist convictions at an early age. 
When he was 13 the Bishop of 
Blackburn came to his school to 

address the boys. “Render unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar's." the 
bishop intoned, intending tu demon¬ 
strate that duty to the State was one 
and the same thing as duty to God. He 
impressed upon the young boys their 
responsibility to fight for the British 
Empire. But Bailey instinctively felt 
this to be at odds with the pacifist 
messages of Christianity. “I felt that it 
couldn't be right for Christ to be a 
fighter.” he later said. 

On the outbreak of the Second World 
War, Bailey registered as a conscien¬ 
tious objector. His family was Method¬ 
ist, he explained to the Tribunal, but he 
had attended the Congregational 
Church and was now a pacifist tending 
towards Quakerism. The tribunal, 
suspicious of such seeming vagaries, 

ruled against him. But Bailey ap¬ 
pealed, and convinced a second tribu¬ 
nal dial his humanitarian beliefs were 
in earnest when he told them that he 
had given more than 28 pints of blood, 

Bailey served in the Friends- Ambu¬ 
lance Unit in Burma and China during 
the war. It was here that he contracted 
the tropica] disease bilhar&a. although 
the infection was not diagnosed until 
many years afterwards, by which time 
it was too late. His leg, and various of 
his internal organs, were by then 
severely damaged and by his fifties he 
was permanently confined to a wheel¬ 
chair. It was also in China that Bailey 
finally joined the Society of Friends. 

Returning to London. Bailey worked 
with those left homeless by the Blitz. 
He met his wife Brenda, also a Quaker, 
who was to work with him closely for 
the rest of his life. 

After two years as a bank teller, and 
a brief spell as an insurance derk. 
Bailey began to involve himself full- 
rime as a professional peace worker. 
He followed the dictates of a Quaker 
conscience which told him: "You must 
try. speak up. at least do something, 
even if you never see any tangible 
results." 

Among the most importanr official 
roles he played were those of Quaker 
representative to the UN from 1954 to 
I95S and visiting scholar of the 
Carnegie Endowment for Internation¬ 
al Peace from 1958 to 1960. 

But his physical handicap concen¬ 
trated his mind on writing and 
thought. His first book Ceylon was 
published in 1952 and he wrote 
prolifically from then on. his subjects 
usually a combination of political 
study and religious conviction. Among 
his most important works were Prohi¬ 
bitions and Restraints in War (1972), 
How Wars End (1982). War and 
Conscience in the Nuclear Age (1987) 
and The United Nations: A Short 
Political Guide (1989). His last book. 
Peace is a Process, was published in 
1993. 

Sydney Bailey is survived by his wife 
Brenda, and by their son and 
daughter. 

RALPH WHITLOCK 
Ralph Whitlock, writer 
and farmer, died on 

October 22 aged 81. He 
was born on February 7. 

1914. 

RALPH WHITLOCK was the 
last of the great quartet of 
modern writers on farming 
and rural life — which com¬ 
prised Arthur Street, Ralph 
Wightman and Rolf Gardiner 
— and with them he was heir 
to a tradition of writing which 
began with William Cobbett 
and which included 
W.H. Hudson and Richard 
Jefferies, Flora Thompson and 
Edith Olivier. 

He owed his gifts of commu¬ 
nication to his aptitude for 
learning and listening: listen¬ 
ing to his father’s reminis¬ 
cences of life before the First 
W'orld War. and learning, first 
at Bishop Wordsworth’s 
School, Salisbury, and later in 
the hard school of experience 
writing as a freelance for local 
papers. 

Whitlock be^an his writing 
career by spotting a gap in the 
market: community news in 

the local press did not include 
coverage of his home village of 
Pitton. He proceeded tu make 
good use uf this omission, 
writing in two. sometimes 
three, papers each week — to 
the not inconsiderable benefit 
of his family's finances. His 
knowledge of rural life and 
lqre, gained at first-hand, dis¬ 
tinguished his weekly col¬ 
umns and by 1932 Whitlock 
had embarked on a career 
which was to last more than 
fifty years, writing the West¬ 
ern Gazelle's countryside 
column. 

In 1944 Brian Vesey-fitzger- 
ald. Editor of The Field, 
invited Whitlock to submit a 
series of articles on farming, 
which led to his tenure as that 
magazine's farming corres¬ 
pondent from 1946 to 1974. 
Later he wrote regularly for 
both The DaifyTelegraph and 
The Manchester Guardian 
Weekly. 

Doubtless, it was this jour¬ 
nalistic discipline which gave 
to Whitlock's writing the grace 
and fluency that facilitated his 
prodigious output He wrote 

well over a hundred books, 
excluding new editions of ear¬ 
lier works. There was, indeed, 
sometimes a direct link be¬ 
tween his press pieces and his 

books. Collections such as 
Roundharmw Farm (1946) 
and Letters from the English 
Countryside (1992) were 
amassed from his journalistic 

PERSONAL COLUMN 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BOV MtUS Onltery. Pitan 
nodi 
wi 

place before 9/19 w/e. -You 
Mm no. * addrew anv Btnb- 

FUnd (Boa ChBtW no 281017) 
. ifted 

oar 1998 MrtroMttUm FM 
Day wMch.ndwa KMJOMiSZ 
lees expenses of £1.207.60 cm 
tbbw «a» Jn*y._ 

PLEASE SUPPORT ANIMALS IN NEED 
We provide a lifeline to over 3,000 animal 
casualties each year. Compassion 

and care alone will not feed 
them this winter. 

Please help by sending a 
donation to:- 
Burstow Wildlife Sanctuary, 
(Dept TM), Church Lane, 

BURSTOW, 
Surrey, RH6 9TG 

*1 want a guide to 
making or changing my 
Wm that’s written in 
plain, clear Engfish.’ 

Our new FREE Infill 
Guide is full of essential 
information about 
making or changing a 
Will. And it's been given 
die Plain Engfish 

uuupanpo wpuii 
Mark, so you should find 
it clear and easy to 

understand. 
If you don't have a 

Will, the tax man could 
-take a larger part of your 
-estate when you die. 
You also risk your 

• personal possessions 
not going to the people 
you wish to have them. 

The guide also gives 
vou information about 

the Parkinson's Disease 
Society.the only chanty 

working exclusively to 
help people with 
Parkinson's disease and 
their families, and to find 
a cure for this 
distressing and disabling 

disease. 

Write m the 
address 
below for 
your free 
copy of 
our Witt 
Guide. 

0 Paridnson’s 
Disease Society 
oftte United Unplum 

Dept TT/F/SO/11 
22 Upper Woburn Place, 
London, WC1H ORA. 

ftyW Qvruy NuXaiW 

Remember The Donkeys And We'll 
Remember You! 

Over B.700 donkeys have been taken Into care many 
from fives tormented by cruelty end neglect and we 
need your ho Ip to continue rescuing donkeys. 

A bequest to the donkeys wfll help immensely and 
your name will be inscribed on our Memory VVsI. 

A copy of our “Guide to Making a WUT Is available on 
request. 

The Donkey Sanctuary, (Dept TM), Sidmouthv 
Devon, EX10 ONU. Tek (01395) 578222 
Enquiries to Dr E. D. Svendcen, MBE 
Reg. Charity No. 2MS18 

TOO OLD 
TO FIGHT- 
T00 HID 
TO ASK 

• Thu Gurkhas have tanhfuiy sened 
aw Brian Crown Mica 1815, and in 
two World Warn - wtnnng 13 Victoria 
Crosses tor conspicuous bravery 

■ Always sarvwg abroad*® Gurkhas 
rwuro home to Nepal - one 01 me 
poorest countries to the world, where 
natural ctaastare are common-place 

it is a struflgto to oast uspoaaty to 
those who haws bean dsabtod or loo 
old to work. 

■ Please holpwtfi a etonattw now are! 
a legacy later 

THEY UK TOHH Ftt WTMM MCE 1115. 
H6W, HOP THEM TO ROT IK WU OF 1KH WES 

aw bnUm lMbttnn. ftctTt 3nJ ta, ■ Mar SSML 
LMttnmitsM. ftt0171-915eoe meantaoierifeiaHxn. 

FORTHCOMING 
MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGES 

etc 
Oa Court Page £11.50 per line plus VAT 

Coart pa®s announcements by pos/fnx to: 

Mu J-Neenan 
Court & Social Advertising 
Lewd 5, i Virginia Sam 

London El 9BD 
Tot 0171 782 7347 Hue 0171 481 9313 

Phase inchtde in all correspondence 
a signature of either one of the parties 

concerned or a parent, a daytime and your 
ttfpnr wlqjiBiie wmwty» «nfl arlfluyy 

Advertisements for die Own Page must be 
submitted two working days prior to 

publication and are accepted subject to 
KWlfll MlHkiil. 

£50,000 
REWARD 

for information leading to 
the recovery of 

in vestments of tie late Mr 
Donald Batts Biwhunnq 

Please Reply to Box 
No 1987 

ANIMALS 
IN NEED 
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^ How near 
CVj we are to 
^ the cure... 

...depends on you. 

LEUKAEMIA 
43 Great M 
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HELPING 
HOUSE THE 
HOMELESS 

Donations are urgently needed 
ttonbte asm buy raw homes 
and nscue mom famSes to 
urgent need of support (Up us 
tothainbtemsotbuneSess- 
ness by naming Chuck Housing 
lifiKatHWUarytaymrWSi. 
DotfSfmm 

CHURCH HOUSING 
TRUST 

Twiwmniwf laidBf 
IfHfmHMTBr 

cuttings. But in his writing, as 
in other fields, Whitlock had a 
gift far bringing his experience 
in one sphere of activity to 
bear upon others at first 
glance quite unrelated. 

As a devout Methodist, 
Whitlock succeeded in many 
aspects of his life in demon¬ 
strating the Parable of the 
Talents. His radio broadcasts 
shortly after the war served as 

. his apprenticeship for his BBC 
Children's Hour series 
Cowieaze Farm, which ran 
from 1946 until the end of 
Children’s Hour in 1962, for 
his Radio 4 series Farming 
Magazine and for his popular 
appearances on the panel of 
Any Questions and on BBC 
Television’s Slightly 
Quizzical. 

In 1968 Whitlock retired 
from farming and spent the 
next five years travelling in 
Africa, the Caribbean and 
India, as agricultural consul¬ 
tant to the Methodist Mission¬ 
ary Society. Here, again, his 
talents afforded their return 
when an Indian blacksmith 
needed to know how to make a 
zigzag harrow, or the dowser's 
fork found water for Ghana¬ 
ian tribesmen. 

His return to England in 
1973 allowed Whitlock to con¬ 
tinue writing. This yielded the 
two latter volumes of his great 
trilogy of life in Pitton: 77wr 
Lost Village (1988) and A 
Victorian Village (1990). 
among many other works. 
Through his generosity these 
and much of his professional 
library is now housed at a 
named collection in the public 
library at Salisbury. His last 
book was published in Febru¬ 
ary of this yean his autobiog¬ 
raphy was Whitlock's one 
major outstanding project. 

Ralph Whitlock will be re¬ 
membered also for his role in 
the establishment of the Bent¬ 
ley Wood Nature Reserve in 
1^83. This 2,000-acre area of 
woodland on the Hampshire- 
Wflrshire border was acquired 
through a bequest of the late 
Lady CoLman, and Whitlock 
was both a trustee and honor¬ 
ary warden. 

He is survived by his wife. 
Hilda, two daughters and a 
son. 

PRIMROSE BORDIER 
Primrose Bordier, 

French textile designer, 
died in Paris on 

November 21 aged 66. 
She was born there on 

March 2a 1929. 

PRIMROSE BORDIER had a 
flair for colour. Her main 
achievement in a thirty-year 
career as one of France's 
leading textile designers was 
to introduce a rainbow bright¬ 
ness into the French home. 
Drawing her inspiration from 
the UniTed States and, later. 
Japan, she persuaded textile 
manufacturers to diversify 
away from dominant all-white 
themes and use coloured and 
motifed fabrics all over the 
house, from the dining room 
to the bathroom. Bordier was 
the instigator of the fashion for 
co-ordinated colours. 

Later in her career, manu¬ 
facturers from outside the 
textile industry — shoemak¬ 
ers. chocolate houses, and 
even a car factory — came to 
her for advice on how to 
brighten the appearance of 
their products. She also 
moved into household fra¬ 
grances. making small boxes 
of scented ceramics, and in¬ 
venting a sweet-smelling pow¬ 
der for vacuum cleaners. She 
was responsible for intro¬ 
ducing American-style paper 
tablecloths, napkins and cups 
to the French market and she 
even turned her colour sense 
to kitchen utensils, lizard-skin 
ladies shoes and the purple 
Microcar city vehicle which 
was launched by the yacht- 
maker Jeaiuieau. But her 
main client was Descamps, 
the makers of bed linens. As 
their chief styliste. she made 
them a household name. 

Customers such as Jackie 
Onassis. Barbra Streisand 
and Ingrid Bergman promot¬ 
ed Bordiertransatlantic rep¬ 
utation and Descamps opened 
a boutique for her work in 
New York. Bordier designs 
are also found in major de¬ 
partment stores all over Brit¬ 
ain and in Japan. 

Bordier spent five years in 
the 1950s at a textile design 
atelier, moving to a velvet 
manufacturer before complet¬ 
ing her training at Boussac. 
then Frances largest textile 
firm. In the early 1960s she 
became a household linen 
designer for the Au Printemps 
department store in Paris. 

influenced by American 
fashions for coloured sheets, 
she ran her own bouiique in 
Paris for a short while, before 
Au Printemps wooed her back 
in 1965. offering her a sales 
space within the store. Open¬ 
ing during the annual Saison 
du Blanc, devoted traditional¬ 
ly to white linen. Bordier’s 
collection created a sensation. 
One newspaper heralded her 
designs as a “revolution in the 
linen chest". 

Her contract with 
Descamps, signed in 1966. led 
to franchised stores around 
France. It ran until 1992 when 
she launched her own small 
design company, Couleurs. 
Desseins et Modeles, along 
with fellow designer Cather¬ 

ine Braghem. Shortly before 
her death, the two women 
were working on a collection 
destined for a new market in 
India. 

Bordier’s character was as 
cheerful as her own favourite 
colours — plum, violet and 
orange. Her house in the Villa 
Montmorency. Paris's most 
exclusive private square, was 
a blaze of brightness except for 
the walls which she kept white 
to offset her modem an collec¬ 
tion of works by the surrealist 
Max Ernst and the abstract 
painters, Pierre Alechinsky 
and Serge Poliakoff. 

In 1976 Bordier became the 
first woman designer to be 
awarded the L6gion dlion- 
neur, which she received from 
the hands of Francoise 
Giroud. then Minisire de la 
Condition Feminine and. coin¬ 
cidentally. one of Bordier's 
leading clients. 

Primrose Bordier was the 
widow of Charles Gombault, 
former Editor-in-Chief of 
France Soir. They had no 
children. 

FRANK HAMMOND 
Frank Hammond, 

international tennis 
umpire, died of Lou 
Gehrig’s disease on 

Staten Island, New York, 
on November 23 aged 66. 
He was born in 1929 in 

Manhattan. 

WHEN professionalism came 
to the game of lawn tennis, 
changing it from a fairly 
genteel sport into a desperate 
contest for ever-Iarger sums of 
money, the players were not 
the only ones affected. The 
umpires and linesmen, who 
for a time remained unpaid 
volunteers, found their compe¬ 
tence increasingly called into 
question as huge sums of 
money depended on their deci¬ 
sions. It was time for a change, 
going beyond the players, and 
during the 1970s Frank Ham¬ 
mond became the sport’s first 
professional umpire and 
linesman. 

His own decisions had rare¬ 
ly been questioned, ever since 
he began calling lines at the 
age of 15. He was so good at it 
that players would sometimes 
ask the referee to move a 
service linesman so that Ham¬ 
mond could take over. By 
common consent among the 
players he could control a 
tennis match better than any¬ 
one else, and his reliability 
was such that he soon found 
himself in demand for the 
leading tournaments in Eng¬ 
land. Italy and Australia, as 
well as in the United States. 

Hammond had another tal¬ 
ent that fitted him for the new 
atmosphere which profession¬ 
alism brought to the tennis 
courts. Unlike most officials 
who tended to be self-effacing, 
he was a showman whose 
booming voice and flamboy¬ 
ant style often had the fans 
seeking his autograph. As a 
linesman, his nose would al¬ 
most touch the court as he 
bent down to make a call. 

His judgment failed him 
only once, but it was a notable 

Hammond and Die Nastase during their an 
in the 1979 US Open Tennis Champions! 

lapse. At the 1979 United 
States Open, umpiring a game 
between Hie Nastase and John 
McEnroe — two of the most 
dangerous players of the era 
from an umpire’s point of view 
— he lost control of the match. 

It happened after Ham¬ 
mond had disqualified Nas¬ 
tase in the fourth set for 
causing unreasonable delay, 
and his subsequent verbal 
exchanges with the players set 
off a near-riot in the crowd. 
Spectators booed for 17 min¬ 
utes, some ran on to the court 

and fights began to break out 
in the stadium. The match was 
only resumed after Hammond 
had been overruled by tourna¬ 
ment officials and ousted from 
the chair. 

McEnroe, in a notable case 
of the pot calling the kettle 
black, later blamed Ham¬ 
mond’s style for inciting the 
crowd to misbehave. Ironical¬ 
ly. it was an incident which 
brought him more fame than 
all his impeccable decisions. 

He is survived by a brother 
and a sister. 

THE ROYAL WEDDING ovr ttjto DAY 
TV, r-h.lco rrf I'm rhf himfh cm nf fh* Vina ^ t " A -I- 4-AL-J l\. A The Duke of Kail, the fourth son of the King 

and Queen, and Princess Marina, youngest 
daughter of Prince and Princess Nicholas of 
Greece, were married by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in Westminster Abbey yesterday. 

The Abbey ceremony, which was marked by 
stately splendour and impressive simplicity, was 
followed by the wedding service of the Greek 
Church, rich in symbolic rite, in the private 
chapel at Buckingham Palace. 

Immense crowds assembled to watch die 
processions from Buckingham Palace to the 
Abbey and back to the Palace, and the Royal pair 
were enthusiastically acclaimed. 

Cheering crowds also lined the mule to 
Paddington Station in the afternoon, when the 
Duke and his bride started for Himky, where the 
first pan of the honeymoon is to be spent. 

After the solemn pomp of the marriage 
ceremony and the pageantry of the processions 
there were popular erfebnidons at night, and the 
theatres, anemas, and restaurants were crowded. 

The Service in the Abbey was successfully 
bruadcasi ly the BBC, and it was clearly heard on 
foe other side of foe world ... 

A little before a quarter ro II, foe Archbishops of 
Canterbury arid York, the Bishop of London, the 
Metropolitan German os of Thyatrira. and foe 
Great Archimandrite Mxfoael Consiatltinidis, 
accompanied by foe Dean, passed up to their 
places oa the medieval sedilia to foe south of the 
High Altar, where the splendour of their 

November 30,1934 

The marriage of the Duke of Kent and 
Princess Marina was a brilliant occasion. 
They were a remarkably handsome couple. 
Though it was to be a happy marriage it was 
sadly not a long one. The Duke was killed in 

an air crash in the Second World War. 

assembled and contrasted vestments gleamed in 
the candlelight. The Dean then returned to foe 
West Dow that he might receive their Majesties. 
The Duchess of York, the Princess Royal, and the 
Earl of Harewood meanwhile took their seats in 
the Presbytery. The Dudiess had brought with 
her foe Princess Margaret Rose, who sal upon a 
stool at her mother's feet and for a little while held 
her mother's hand until she began to take a 
sedate and independent interest in her 
surroundings. 

A few minutes later the procession of the King 
and Queen and their Royal guests passed up foe 
Choir to the musk of foe first movement of 
Elgar's Sonata in G. The King sat an the south 
side of foe Presbytery in foe diair nearest the 

Lantern with foe Queen an his right and foe 
bride’s mother, foe Princess Nicholas of Greece, 
opposite him with a chair at her side left vacant 
for Prince Nicholas. Between the Queen and foe 
Princess Raya] were foe King and Queen of 
Norway, A shorter procession brought in foe 
bridegroom. The three princes all wore naval 
uniform with the ribbon of the Garter. Having 
bowed lo foe King, they took their places on foe 
steps, the Prince of Wale? foe nearer to the Duke 
of Kent, with die Duke of York in his support. 

A brief pause was ended by the distant singing 
of Slaineris "Gracious 5puit Holy GbcsT as the 
Princess Marina came up from the wesL She 
passed slowly across foe Lantern, her head high, 
her face beautiful, and foe more beautiful because 
a little pale, her carriage very gracious. 

Thewank"I will" were softly spoken and more 
Sdftiy repeated: and the Bride's father. Prince 
Nicholas of Greece, bowed in answer to the 
Archbishop's question: "Who gHrth this Woman 
to he married to this Man?” Then, very clearly 
and audibly, foe Duke and foe Princess gave fodr 
troth to each other, hand in hand, foe Princess's 
bojquer having been passed by the Bridegroom 
to foe Prince of Wales, who. after a moment of 
hesitation, had laid it on the steps. The Duke 
turned again to his brother for foe ring and, 
instructed by foe Archbishop pat it upon the 
Brides finger, whereupon they bah kneeled, and 
foe Archbishop, joining their hands said; “Those 
whom God hath joined together let no man put 
asunder"... 

a. i 
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Clinton steps up peace pressure 
■ President Clinton will fly to Belfast today to tell Sinn Fein 

and flie Ulster Unionists that they must be prepared to make 

concessions for peace in Northern Ireland. 

Mr Clinton, the first serving President to visit the Province, 

will call on all parties to accept the agreement for reviving the 

deadlocked peace process hammered out by John Major and 

John Bruton on Tuesday.Pages L2,3 

Home loan cuts raise City hopes 
■ Mortgage rates fell in anticipation of a pre-Christmas 
interest rate cut after Kenneth Clarice’s cautious Budget The 

Halifax, the country’s biggest building society, set the ball 
rolling by trimming 0.25 per cent off its variable rate from 
7.99% to 7.74%. Abbey National followed suit and Northern 

Rock and Britannia also announced cuts-Page 1 

Custody battle 
Oliver Malkin, the 14-year-old 
boy at the centre of a custody 
battle that has seen him kid¬ 
napped at least three times, will 
be allowed to stay with his father, 
a judge ruled-Page 5 

Plea for death 
A woman who suffered brain 
damage after a drug overdose 
almost four years ago should be 
allowed to die “peacefully and 
with dignity”, her doctor told a 
court—--Page 5 

MP ‘in gay pub’ 
The Conservative MP David 
Ashby, who is suing for libel, was 
spotted by a journalist looking at 
young men in a well known 
London gay haunt, the High 
Court was told.Page 6 

Hedge dispute 
Two grandfathers whose war 
over a fast-growing hedge has 
become one of Britain's longest 
neighbourhood disputes returned 
to court as unswerving as 
ever.Page 7 

Stone Age fake 
An engraved bone believed to 
date from the Stone Age and one 
of only two in Britain has been 
shown to be a fake —Page 8 

Leader suspended 
Dave Church, the left-wing lead¬ 
er of Walsall council, was sus¬ 
pended from the Labour Party 
and will be forced to relinquish 
control.Page 10 

Border debates 
John Major and fellow Cabinet 
ministers will take part in parlia¬ 
mentary debates in Scotland 
under changes unveiled by the 
Government-Page 12 

Chimps in clover 
The USAF is planning to retire 
the forgotten veterans of the space 
programme. This could earn the 
150 ageing chimpanzees a retire¬ 
ment package worth up to £64 
million —■■■■—-Page 13 

French porridge 
Scores of British citizens jailed in 
northern France could apply to 
serve their sentences in Britain, 
but prefer to stay, partly because 
the food is superior_Page 14 

Castration call 
Kenyan opposition MPs have 
called for the castration of an 
official who was sent away from 
the Commonwealth meeting after 
allegedly indecently assaulting a 
chambermaid _Page 15 

Collision course 
Britain is set for conflict with its 
European partners at next yearls 
conference on the Maastricht 
treaty, judging from the recom¬ 
mendations of n EU “reflection 
group".-Page 16 

Burmese tension 
The main Burmese opposition 
group pulled out of a national 
convention drafting a constitu¬ 
tion. further straining ties with 
the military regime -.Page 17 

US honours Churchill’s memory 
■ President Clinton announced that Winston Churchill would 
be immortalised on the US Navy's latest warship, an honour 

only once previously accorded to an Englishman—King Alfred 
in 1775. Mr Clinton told the joint houses of Parliament that the 
vessel, an Arleigh Burke class guided missile destroyer, would 
become one of the most powerful in service.Page I 

THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,026 

ACROSS 
1 Frequency modulation sounds 

natural to die listener and soft 
(10). 

6 Prune spruce (4): 
9 Winning the auction with striking 

instruction 110). 
10 Just a little too pale for a gem (4). 
12 So taken aback as this monster 

appears (4). 
13 In recession, looked after al¬ 

lowance for relation (9). 
15 Catch too many in the deep? (8). 
16 Scrape off a false beard (6). 
IS Insect is poisonous, I wager (6). 
20 Aircraft body in recurrent high 

wind protected by safety device 
(8). 

23 It takes a lot of punishment to 
make puppet hero dance (54). 

24 Bird tat left the river (4). 
26 Merciless sarcasm not unknown 

(4). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20.025 
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27 Period of original costume for 
theatrical part (5.5). 

28 Smack knocks insect bade (4). 
29 Recommendation on penny share, 

for example (10). 

DOWN 

1 Point-to-point Gray viewed from a 
distance (4). 

. 2 Tiredness — it^s showing up in 
loud complaint (7). 

3 Girl on die stairs is going up for 
the first rime (6,6). 

4 Northern valleys in America seat 
in natural state (8). 

5 Guaranteed permanent employ¬ 
ment to dear up the river (6). 

7 Page in souvenir has a reproduc¬ 
tion (7). 

8 Erring male, perhaps, who is out 
to avoid work? (10). 

11 He might make labourers be 
disorderly, right? (6-6). 

14 Chap right on the spot in the field 

(5-5). 
17 Beef not available, so make a stan 

with game (53). 

19 Weakened, having reduction in 
numbers (34). 

21 Keep away from bishop in a 
disgrace (7). 

22 Prevent free movement in the case 
of food (6). 

25 Measure the sound of the riders 
and hounds (4). 

Times Two Crossword, page 48 

pganssU 

American secret servicemen and British police wait for John Major and President Cfinton to leave Downing Street yesterday 

:ll» 

Rate cut: The City remains con¬ 
vinced that the Chancellor will cut 
interest rates soon.Page 25 

Water Drought-hit Yorkshire Wat¬ 
er was criticised after the company 
announced a 50 per cent rise in 
half-year pre-tax profit to £993 mil¬ 
lion, while two million customers 
continue to face possible supply 
cuts.-.Page 25 

Advice settlement Cheltenham & 
Gloucester, the former building so¬ 
ciety now owned by Lloyds Bank, 
has made a £2 million settlement 
with people who were missold 
home income plans_Page 25 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 rose 6.7 to 
36553. Sterling's index fell from 
82.9 to 824 after a fall from $15468 
to $15340 but a rise from DM22J78 
to DM22044..Page 28 

Cricket England will choose from 
a squad of 13 for the second Test 
against South Africa, starting to¬ 
day. Thor strategy was confused 
by a soft, grassy pitch at the Wan¬ 
derers ground--— Page 48 

Athletics: Tessa Sanderson, 39. is 
to come out of retirement to take 
part in next year's Olympic Gaines 
in Atlanta. She will be the first 
woman athlete to compete in six 
Olympics_Page 48 

Rugby union: Kevin Bowring was 
appointed coach of Wales, the third 
incumbent in eight months but the 
first to be employed full-time by the 
Welsh Rugby Union Page 42 

Snooker Stephen Hendry took a 6- 
2 lead over Ken Doherty in the 
quarter-finals of the United King¬ 
dom championship_— Page 46 

For tha latest region by region forecast. 24 hours 
a day. dal 0881 500 fottmrad by the appropriate 
code 

Greater La-Wort- - -... 701 
KenLSurrey.Sussex-- -.... 702 
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NWEngfand.. . . _718 
W&SY«fca&Dales..~ . . 717 
NEEngland.. _ . . . . 718 
CurnOna & Lake D«snct —.. „ 719 
SW Scotland.... 720 
W Central Scotland.. ... 721 
Edln S RtefLoititan & Borders _ ..722 

•E Central Scotland_ _... _ _. 723 
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NW Scotland .   .725 
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NIntend ... „i . ...... 727 
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General: most of England and Wales 
will have a dry day with sunny spells. 
Some eastern and southern counties 
will be rather grey and misty for a time 
in the morning, but should brighten 
later. A few coastal areas in eastern 
England will remain quite dull with 
perhaps a Tittle drizzle. Thicker cloud 
and patchy rain may reach the far 
southwest in the evening. 

Much of Scotland and Northern 
Ireland will have a fine but rather 
windy day, with broken cloud and 
sunshine at times. The east coast of 
Scotland will be doudy and damp. A 
little rain is likely in pahs of Northern 
Ireland during the evening. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
E Midlands, E England, Central N: 
patchy mist or doud breaking, then 
some sunshine. Wind southeasterly, 
moderate, occasionally fresh. Cooler. 
Max9Cto11C(4$Fto52F). 

Luwies at large: Kenneth Bra¬ 
nagh’s new film. In the Bleak Mid¬ 
winter. chronicles the distress of a 
bunch of second-rate actors staging 
Hamlet on Christmas Eve. Also 
released is Disney’s blockbuster. 
The Santa Clause._Page 35 

New at Court The Break of Day, 
the new Timberlake Wertenbaker 
play at the Royal Court, portrays 
English liberals in post-Thatcher 
distress...^--Page 37 

Poor sport At Sadler's Wells a new 
dance piece celebrating baseball is 
not as striking as its subject might 
suggest---Page 36 

Heard not seem Radio 4‘s unlikely 
tribute to the centenary of cin¬ 
ema has included new radio drama 
concocted from those old 
screenplays_Page 35 

IN THE TIMES 

■ TOP OFTHE FLOPS 
Have singing soldiers 
Robson and Jerome 
recorded a cracker or 
a turkey for Christmas? 

■ EDUCATION 
Are the new A level 
exams foiling the 
brightest because they 
are too easy? 

□ Central S England, W Midlands, 
Channel Isles, N Wales, N W 
England, Lake District, Isle of Man, 
SW Scotland, Glasgow, Central 
Highlands, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land, Argyll, NW Scotland: dry with 
sunny spells Wind southeasterly, 
moderate to fresh, locally strong. Max 
9C to 11C (48F to 52F). 
□ SW England, S Wales, Northern 
Ireland: mostly dry, some sunshine. 
Patchy rain in the evening. Wind 
southeasterly, fresh, locally strong. 
Max 11C (52F). 
□ NE England, Borders, Edin¬ 
burgh & Dundee, Aberdeen: rather 
doudy. a little coastal drizzle. Wind 
southeasterly, moderate to fresh. Max 
8C (46F). 
□ Orkney, Shetland: rather cloudy, 
occasional showers, Wind south¬ 
easterly, strong. Max BC (46F). 
Outlook: showery rain slowly spread¬ 
ing from the west; mainly dry in the 
southeast. 

Foi the latest AA traffte/roadworiz InfamaMon, 
24 hours a day. dal 0336 401 followed by the 
appropriate code. 

London & SE traffic, roadwnrte 
4reat*dhr.M25- . 731 
Esse*'Herts/Beds/BucfcsVBe«fc»Oxon . . .732 
KEnt’S^rey/SusswHanfe;...734 
MS London OibOal arty.-_736 

Nailoul traffic and roadworks 
Nauonal motorways- . _ 737 
West Country . ....... -738 
Wales..  .739 
Muflarxfc.  740 
EastAngSa__ . . _ . 741 
NorttwicuEngland .     ..742 
Pfarih-east Endand _ . . -743 
Scotland... _ . .. 744 
Nonhem Ireland... . __ .. .745 
AA Roadwaich is chargod at 33p per minute 
(cheap rate| and 49p per mnute at all other limes. 
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Yesterday: Aghast day temp: Penzance. Corn¬ 
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Moray Rrth 3 9hr 
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Hunter's up: Dyslexia — may 
have become a recognised handi¬ 
cap but intelligent children who 
cannot master arithmetic are still 
dismissed as slow.Page 18 

Valerie Grove: “I was never excited 
by jewellery but t enjoyed selling" 
— Gerald Ratner_Page 19 

Kate Muln For foreigners, the sheer 
feminine mystery of the French fe¬ 
male is a code everyone would like 
to crack_.—..—L-Page 19 

Last Tsar. Nicholas n was too nice, 
says Norman Stone. Lord Skidel- 
sky on the SDP; John Weightman 
on Andrfc Breton; Count Adam 
Zamoyski cm die Habsburgs: Alain 
de Batton on Wifi Self Pages 38,39 

Seeking Santa: Record numbers of 
Britons are expected to take their 
children to Lapland-Page 40 

Now it’s another conservative’s 
torn to take the heat from the 
people who created this horrible 
[welfare] system. Dan Quayle was 
right there Newt Gringrich is right 
today —Wall Street Journal 

Preserving US international lead¬ 
ership, and the Nato alliance as 
well, certainly is in our interest. For 
these reasons we should go [into 
Bosnia). Warily and prayerfully 

— Washington Times 

Preview. The pioneer of buth con* 
tml comes under revisionist scruti¬ 

ny in Secret Lives: MflneSftyes 
(Channel 4,9.00pra) Review: Mat 
thew Bond cannot have enough of 

Inspector Morse-.—Page 47 

After the visit 
Republican terrorise . «e ..being 

asked not to surrender bat to be¬ 
have as democratic politicians. For 
men habituated to Woodshed, this 
is a difficult prospect-Phgc21 

Alone again, or not 
Europe's peoples know — teven.if 
their leaders do not - that the 
weighting of votes for the Council 
of Ministers is not the most urgent 
problem-~Page 21 

Space ape emeritus 
How does one spend $100 million 
on a simian retreat? A chimpan¬ 
zee's tastes are normally quite sim¬ 
ple, even those of one who has 
travelled in a spacecraft for God 
and America-——.—Page 21 

ili 
JANET DALEY 
Is it now illegal for any job to 
include conditions which preclude 
any possible liability that only a 
female would encounter?.. Page 20 

WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

Perhaps the Conservative Party 
should now look for the grand old 
leadership gene of the Plantage- 
nets. Are there any Tory descen¬ 
dants of King Edward I or shall we 
have to go to Jamaica?— Page20 

JOHN BRYANT 
British sports missionaries have a 
great tradition. It was through 
their games that the empire-build- 
ing British of the 19th century car¬ 
ried much of their home-grown 
culture to their colonies — Page 46 

PETER RIDDELL 
By failing to address the long-term 
issues Kenneth Clarke has ensured 
that the tax burden will remain 
high and will rise-Page 12 

Sydney Bailey, writer and pacifist; 
Primrose Bordfer, textile design¬ 
er; Frank Hammond, tennis um¬ 
pire; Ralph Whitlock, writer and 
farmer_____Page 23 

Ireland; modem buildings; Mr 
Collins and the Bennet entail; Rus¬ 
sian elections—.. Page 21 
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Halifax leads 
mortgage 

rates lower 
By Robert Miller, Janet Bush and Colin Narbrough 

the HALIFAX, Britain's 
largest mortgage lender, 
gave the home loans market 
a much-needed boost yes¬ 
terday with a surprise post- 
Budgel quarter-point 
interest rale cut. 

Competitors, including Ab- 
liey National and Nationwide, 
followed suit immediately. 
Others pledged to cut their 
rate soon. 

The move might presage a 
base rate cur by the Bank of 
England before Christmas. 

The new Halifax standard 
mortgage rate of 7.74 per cent, 
which takes effect from Janu¬ 
ary I. reduces monthly pay¬ 
ments on a E30.000 repayment 
mongage by E4.07 to £206.45 
while the saving on a £50,000 
home loan will fall by £737 to 
E35268. The Abbey said it 
would cut its rate by 03 per 

cent but said that “unlike 
Halifax" it had three different 
rates with discounts for larger 
Icons. Northern Rock cut its 
rate by 0.4 per cent to 739 per 
cent and said this represented 
a monthly saving of £17 on a 
typical £50,000 home loan. 

Mike Blackburn, chief exec¬ 
utive of the Halifax, which has 
removed the generous cash¬ 
back deals for new borrowers, 
said: “We want to help existing 
borrowers and homebuyers. 
With the housing market 
poised for an upturn and 
combined with tax cuts from 
the Budget this measure will 
help to encourage a sustained 
recovery. The current trend 
for interest rates is downward 
and we believe that when it is 
possible to do so. we should 
pass on lower rates to our 
customers.” 

Poor are worse 
off after Budget 

By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 

THE Chancellor delivered a 
Budget for Middle and Upper 
Britain, with the top 10 per 

• cent the biggest gainers by for 
and the bottom 20 per cent of 
the population actually worse 
off after the measures. 

The Institute for Fiscal Stud¬ 
ies disputed the Government's 
claim that the average family 
is £9a week better off after the 
Budget, saying that die true 
figure is £230. The Govern¬ 
ment's figure included an 
assumption of both inflation 
and earnings growth next year 
as well as the Budget's tax 
changes. 

The bottom 10 per cent of the 
population in terms of income 
is left 29 pence a week worse 
off, while the 10 per cent of 
people above them are 19 
penis poorer. Non-smokers in 
these two brackets fare slight¬ 
ly less badly; In stark contrast, 
the top 10 per cent of the 

population has gained £730 
extra a week from the 
Chancellor. 

Dividing the population 
into different types of house¬ 
hold, a family with two earn¬ 
ers but no children comes off 
best with a gain of £432 a 
week. Next in line is the family 
with two earners and children 
which is £331 better off. An 
unemployed couple with 
children is the biggest loser, 
with 26 pence less to live on 
each week. 

Pensioners do reasonably 
well in comparison with other 
groups, largely because of the 
change in taxation, to their 
savings income. 

The IFS has calculated that 
13 million pensioners will 
gain from the taxation 
changes to savings income, 
with 750,000 of these being 
better off try more than- £1 a 
week- 

Clarke speech add 
fuels rebate talk 

By Our Economics Correspondent 

PECULATION revived yes- would not be imposing a 
Tday that Ian Lang, the windfall tax on the utilities, 
resident of the Board of said: “I turn now to the 
rade, may announce more utilities. My Right Honour- 
hates from the privatised able Friend, the President of 
lilitige when he opens the the Board of Trade, will speak 
udget debate today. about the regulatory regime 
Electricity customers are set which protects consumers in 

i receive £50 in the new year his speech in the Budget 
om the sale of the National debate on Thursday.” 
rid, but there have been Andrew Dilnot, director of 
lraours that the Government the Institute for Fiscal Studies, 
as been in secret talks with speculated yesterday that the 
ater and electricity com- Government might still be ui 
mies in an attempt to per- negotiations about rebates but 
lade them to give a further that no decision could be 
150 in cash-back schemes. struck in time for the Budget 
The subject has come back The Chancellor said yester- 
i the agenda because of the day that the Grid rebate in the 
scovery of a last-minute new year would help to buoy 
idition to the text of the consumer spending, 
udget speech. The passage. Treasury and DTI officials 
iserted just before the Chan- - declined to comment on yes- 
Jlor told Parliament he terday's speculation. 

Calls for a cut in base rates has 
been mounting since Kenneth 
Clarke completed his Budget 
speech on Tuesday. 

The FT-SE 100 index built 
on its impressive recent gains, 
closing 6.7 points higher at a 
new record of 3,6553 and gilts 
continued to march ahead on 
hopes that a base rate cut will 
follow the December 13 meet¬ 
ing between the Chancellor 
and Eddie George, Governor 
of the Bank of England. 

Adding even more weight to 
the excitement in the financial 
markets was a forceful call 
from the Confederation of 
British Industry for an imme¬ 
diate half-point reduction in 
base rates to bolster faltering 
economic growth. 

Sir Bryan Nicholson, the 
CBI president, said in a state¬ 
ment after the CBI was briefed 
by the Treasury on the Budget 
that "conditions are now right 
for a sustainable reduction in 
interest rates". 

He said the Budget was a 
responsible one. but that it 
only provided a “mild stimu¬ 
lus" to the economy. With the 
favourable inflation outlook, 
and continued slow growth, 
the CBI considered the "time is 
right" for a cut of half a 
percentage point in interest ; 
rates. 

CBI council members wel¬ 
comed the Halifax cut in its 
mortgage lending rate as a 
sign that everybody was start¬ 
ing to move in the “right 
direction". 

But Mr Clarke said yester¬ 
day that he was confident that 
the economy had enough mo¬ 
mentum to fulfil his prediction 
of 3 per cent growth next year 
without lower base rates. He 
said that he had agreed to the 
new. more open framework of 
monetary policy precisely to 
free himself and the economy 
from short-term political pres¬ 
sures and said that, as usual, 
decisions on rates would be 
deckled with the Governor of 
the Bank of England at their 
monthly meetings. 

His attempts to play down 
the prospect of rate cuts had 
little impact on the euphoria in 
the markets. A majority in the 
City believes that the relative 
tightness of the Budget leaves 
interest rales as the obvious 
tool to stimulate the economy. 
Goldman Sachs, the Ameri¬ 
can Investment bank, said that 
sizeable base rale cuts now 
seem to be cm the way — larger 
than the markets are currently 
expecting. 
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John Layfidd this week unveiled measures to protect water supplies costing £75 million 

Yorkshire 
Water 

lifts profit 
by half 

By Alas dair Murray 

DROUGHT-HIT Yorkshire 
Water ran into a storm of 
criticism yesterday, after the 
company announced a 50 per 
cent rise in half-year pre-tax 
profit to E993 million, while 
two million customers contin¬ 
ue to face possible supply cuts. 

The company promised an 
extra £75 million to deal with 
water shortages in an an¬ 
nouncement by John Layfield, 
director of production and 
technology, this week. But 
Yorkshire's critics maintain 
that it has repeatedly benefited 
shareholders at the expense of 
customers. The company an¬ 
nounced a further 10 per cent 
rise in the interim dividend to 
9.1p yesterday. The dividend is 
due on February 26. 

Paul Taylor. Ofwars York¬ 
shire regional director, said: 
“The company is in a very 
healthy position and can easi¬ 
ly make the investments nec¬ 
essary to avoid water cuts. 

“There have to be questions 
asked about the quality of the 
company's management A 
better balance should be 
struck between customers and 
shareholders." 

Trevor Newton, chief execu¬ 
tive, defended his company's 
record through the drought 
blaming the freak weather 
which saw rainfall in the 
normally wet West Yorkshire 
region at below 50 per cent of 
normal levels. He said mear 
sures Yorkshire had taken had 
prevented any cuts in supply, 
although parts of the region 
were still under a hosepipe 
ban and the company still had 
the power to impose rota cuts. 

The E75 million in increased 
capita] expenditure will be 
used to tackle the supply 
problems highlighted by the 
drought, which Yorkshire said 
had so far added an extra £20 
million to operating costs. 

The company also said Mal¬ 
colm Batty, finance director, 
was stepping down, to be 
succeeded by Brian Wilson, 
formerly of Norweb. 
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Trust will fund 
nuclear dean-up 

By Ross Teeman, industrial correspondent 

A TRUST company is to be set 
up In Scotland to fund the 
decommissioning of Britain's 
modem nudear stations when 
they are privatised next sum¬ 
mer. Tim Eggar, Energy Min¬ 
ister, said. 

The company will receive 
funds from British Energy, the 
nudear operator to be priva¬ 
tised in a £2.6 billion flotation. 
The trust company will collect 
funds and pay out when de¬ 
commissioning work is done. 
Liabilities of British Energy 
and Magnax Electric, its sister 
company, which is to stay in 
the public sector, are thought 
to total £3.6 billion. 

Creation of the trust fund 
will defuse one of the toughest 
issues of the nudear sale. Con¬ 
cern over open-ended liabilit¬ 
ies for spent plants and fuel 
scuppered a previous attempt 
by ministers to sell the nudear 
power industry in 1989. 

In evidence to the cross¬ 
party Parliamentary Trade 
and Industry Select Commit¬ 

tee, Mr Eggar said: “The fund¬ 
ing company vriU be owned by 
an independent trust, and will 
enter into a contract with the 
privatised companies under 
which it will receive funds, 
invest them and make pay¬ 
ments from the invested funds 
to meet long-term decommis¬ 
sioning costs. The arrange¬ 
ments will come into effect on 
privatisation next summer". 

Mr Eggar said the fund 
would cover the liabilities of 
the seven advanced gas-cooled 
rradors and the one 
pressurised-water reactor 
owned by Nudear Electric 
and Scottish Nudear. Mr 
Eggar said the Scottish trust 
company would be advised by 
independent actuaries on the 
sums of money needed now to 
'meet liabilities decades, or 
centuries ahead. In studies to 
date, the Government has 
used the 25-year gilts yield as 
a benchmark suggesting a 
discount rate of 33 per cent 
was appropriate. 

Falklands 1 C&G in mis-selling settlement 
deal signed 

BRITISH Gas has teamed 
ip with an Argentinian 
xunpany in the search for 
ul and gas around the 
Falkland Islands. 

If encouraging, British 
3as and its Argentine 
xartner, YPF. may bid 
ointly for exploration 
docks being offered by the 
Falkland Islands Govem- 

nent ___ 
Under an agreement 

igned in London vester; 
lay. British Gas and YPF 
vfll share the costs. Brrt- 
sh Gas will head die study 

By Robert Miller 

CHELTENHAM & GLOUCESTER, 
now part of Lloyds Bank, has made a £2 
million settlement with some of the 
elderly victims who were rais-sold home 
incrane plans. . 

C&G still faces a separate multimlllion- 
pound legal action by hundreds more 
investors. This is bang coordinated by 
the Investors Compensation Scheme, the 
official safety net for investors who lose 
money through bad advice, theft or fraud, 
over home inrome plans sold by 
Aylsebury Associates, a failed firm of 
independent financial advisers. The ICS 
has paid out more than £6 million in 
compensation to 279 former Aylesbury 
investors and is now looking to recoup 
dial money through the courts. 

Earlier this month, the ICS was given 
the go-ahead in the High Court to pursue 
C&G. The retail mortgage lending arm of 
LJqyds Bank was given until December 12 
to lodge an appeal but said last night that 
no decision haul yet been made. 

C&G admits that it provided die 
mortgage funding for the Aylesbury 
plans, which were linked to stock market 
bonds and have since been banned by the 
regulators, but has consistently denied it 
was responsible for selling them. 

The prerise nature of yesterday's sur¬ 
prise settlement, which involves 27 inves¬ 
tors who took separate legal action and 
who by-passed the ICS in favour of using 
the courts, was being kept confidential 
between C&G and Harrison Clark, the 
Worcester law firm representing the. 
investors. It is understood that C&G will 

pay the investors’ legal costs of almost £1 
million as well as agreeing to waive the 
interest on outstanding loans, which until 
the settlement, was calculated on a daily 
basis. Hie average loan was between 
E35.000 and £40,000 and could cost at 
least another £1 million in lost interest 

The investors have been assured that 
they can remain in their homes for the 
rest of their lives. Where there is an 
outstanding debt on the property, how¬ 
ever, C&G has the right to recover that 
money from the estate of die late owners. 

The ICS has also issued writs against 
nine other building societies, including 
West Bromwich, National Counties and 
Bristol & West over the discredited home 
income plans. The compensation scheme 
has paid out more than £45 million to 
2.500 elderly plan investors. 
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Lloyd’s plea 
Ron Sandler, the new chief 
executive of Lloyd's of 
London, said that putting the 
insurance market into 
liquidation would not be a 
panacea for members 
problems. The response came 
to assertions by a group of 
names that some would be 
better off if die market ceased 
trading. Page 26 

Price war 
Argyll, the supermarket 
group, yesterday revealed that 
a costly price war has flared 
up between the big four food 
retailers over the lucrative 
run-up to Christmas. 
Page 27 
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OECD 
approves 
US line 

By Janet Bush 

economics 
CORRESPONDENT 

THE risks of either a 
recession or a renewed 
boom in the American 
economy are low and a 
cautious stance on interest 
rates is advisable, accord¬ 
ing to the latest report on 
the US by the Organis¬ 
ation for Economic Co¬ 
operation and Develop¬ 
ment (OECD). 

In a broadly favourable 
review of US develop¬ 
ments, it applauds the 
interest rate policy of the 
US Federal Reserve as 
well as the political con¬ 
sensus m favour of balanc¬ 
ing the budget 

However, the OECD 
says that there is a danger 
that further reductions in 
short-term interest rates 
might prove inappropriate 
and could need to be 
quickly reversed. 

It believes that the econ¬ 
omy has achieved a soft 
landing and that the recov¬ 
ery will now enter into its 
fifth year with no major 
macro-economic prob¬ 
lems. Growth in 1996 is 
expected to be around 2.5 
per cent and underlying 
inflation stable. 
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Global view: Sir Neil Shaw. Tate & Lyle’s chairman, with Larry Pillard, die new group managing director 

Liquidation of Lloyd’s 
‘not answer for names’ 

By Sarah Bagnall 

RON SANDLER, the new 
chief executive of Lloyd’s of 
London, said yesterday that 
putting it into liquidation 
would not be a panacea for 
names’ problems. 

In response to assertions by 
a membership group that 
some names would be better 
off if the insurance market 
ceased trading. Lloyd's has 
sent out a document analysing 
the implications of such a 
move. 

In a letter to members’ 
agents. Mr Sandler said that 
the memorandum “sets out 
very clearly why we [the 
Council of Lioyd'sl believe that 
insolvency or some form of 
managed run-off is not an 

attractive option for names". 
The document. Reconstruc¬ 
tion and Renewal: implica¬ 
tions of Run-Off. states that 
the council is convinced that 
run-off would inflict severe 
damage on names and they 
would not be able to avoid 
their liabilities. 

It claims that it is wrong to 
think that the mechanism for 
collecting money would break 
down or that Lloyd’s, or other 
regulators, would lack the 
resol veor the determination to 
ensure'that names met their 
obligations in full. 

Lloyd's sought confirmation 
from the Department of Trade 
and Industry that policyhold¬ 
ers’ rights would be the first 

priority if the ministry exer¬ 
cised its powers of interven¬ 
tion. Those include powers to 
require all names to maintain 
sufficient assets in trust to 
meet all their obligations. 

A further conclusion of the 
document is that names' losses 
are likely to escalate and 
demands for payment acceler¬ 
ate. This is because the council 
predicts a rush by policyhold¬ 
ers to secure their claims that 
would be likely to cause syndi¬ 
cates without the funds to 
defend actions by claimants. 

The council also argues that 
there would be a spiral of 
defaulting reinsurance recov¬ 
eries across the market which 
would escalate names' losses 

as syndicates were unable to 
collect from syndicates with 
which they had reinsured. 

Lloyd's argues that no alter¬ 
native to the reconstruction 
and renewal programme, 
which includes a E2.8 billion 
settlement package, has been 
suggested. However. Christo¬ 
pher Stockweil. chairman of 
the Lloyd's Names Associa¬ 
tions' Working Party, revealed 
flat it would be publishing a 
serious discussion paper on 
Monday on the impact of 
putting Lloyd's into run-off. 

The action group claims 
that the paper will “present 
the case for an orderly run-off 
as a viable alternative to 
reconstruction and renewal 
with" a view to providing 
names will all the facts neces¬ 
sary io make an objective 
choice”. 
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Tate& 
Lyle 

looks 
abroad 

By Christine Buckley 

THE world's bigfest sugar 
company is continuing its 
push overseas and last year 
spat £116 million expanding 
its global interests. 

Tate & Lyle — which this 
week announced a board- 
room shake-up in which Sir 
Ndl Shaw, the group’s chief 
executive and chairman, is to 
abandon his executive duties 
—is focusing its efforts largely 
on tbe emerging markets. 
There it hopes to serve the 
demand for healthier life¬ 
styles with its food processing 
and sweeteners. 

The company has targeted 
its resources on cane mills in 
China, Mexico and Zambia in 
the year to September 30. 
Subsequently, it has taken a 
majority stake in a refinery in 
the Ukraine. 

Sir Nefi Shaw, die chair¬ 
man who is shifting towards 
retirement in two years' time 
with a gradual easing of his 
responsibilities, said: “De¬ 
mand for sugar and food 
ingredients is growing sub¬ 
stantially faster io these mar¬ 
kets- than in the more 
developed markets in which 
the group’s assets are primari¬ 
ly deployed." 

Tate is aiming to secure 
about a quarter of its operat¬ 
ing profits from developing 
markets in die short term, and 
is looking to compensate for 
flat margins in Europe with 
accelerating ones elsewhere 
in the world. 

The company, which re¬ 
cently switched its political 
support to tbe Labour Party, 
produced pre-tax profits at the 
upper end of expectations 
with improving contributions 
from its US starch and sugar 
businesses. 

Although Tale wanted of 
pressure on prices in the 
North American market the 
US sweeteners and starch 
business contributed £170.9 
million in the period, up from 
£147.6 million previously. 
Europe mustered £1443 mil¬ 
lion compared with £136.5 
million. 

Pre-tax profits for the year 
rose 15.6 per cent to £311.1 
million. The final dividend, 
payable February 6. was set at 
lip. This brings' the total to 
I6p, a rise of 11 per cent on the 
previous year. , 
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UK urged to buy 
European weapons 
A KEY report.calling for the teS 
pro-European strategy fo^n„K§^^eiingby mernbera 
approved after draft of the 
of two cross-party select 9orT^^ Comrn0ns Trade and 
report from a joint enquiry ^ the blocked by some 
Industryand Defencesdect a compromise 
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Mortgage challenge 
BUILDING societies are set to lose their traditional 
dominance of the mortgage market to banks. a5COIX~®.% 
one of the world's leading credit rating agencies. In a$peaaj - 
report on the financial creditworthiness of UK bunding 
societies. Standard & Poor’s says that this sui^ct’s els 
billion takeover of Cheltenham & Gloucester by Upyds Baiuc 
and the proposed £1.4 billion acquisition of National 
Provincial by Abbey National will lift the banks share or the- 
£350 billion mortgage market to 38 per cent compared wim;. 
just 55 per cent in 19S0- 

Lang plea on contracts i 
IAN LANG, the President of the Board of Trade, tokE, 
companies yesterday to avoid long-notice contracts for 
directors but rejected demands that shareholders* approval. 
should be sought for contracts of more than 12 months. Mr 
Lang conceded that there were “payment for failure" cases in 
which directors had received “large pay-offs when unsatirfacs 
tory performance has prompted early termination of their, 
contracts". He said that reducing the length of notire would 
help cut costs to companies and shareholders and said that 
notice should generally be restricted to 12 months. 

WTO panel chosen 
THE World Trade Organisation, the free trade watchdog,: 
has finally chosen the panel of experts, officially called tbe 
Appellate Body, to be final arbiters in international trade 
disputes. Chosen after protracted argument, they are James 
Bacchus, the former US congressman, Klaus-Dieter 
Ehrlennann, a German trade lawyer. Mrtsuo Matsushita, a. 
Japanese academic, Christopher Beeby. a New Zealand trade. 
diplomat Florentine) Feliciano, a Philippine supreme court 
judge. Said el-Naggar. an Egyptian academic, and Julio 
Lacarte Mura, a Uruguayan trade diplomat 

TSB merger approval 
SHAREHOLDERS at TSB’s extraordinary meeting in 
Glasgow yesterday approved the bank’s planned takeover by 
Lloyds Bank. As well as approving the merger, they 
authorised their directors to enable participants in Uoyds’s 
share option scheme to be granted options over new Lloyds 
TSB shares, and approved the name change. Uoyds’s 
shareholders approved the £13.6 billion deal on Monday. The 
two will next seek High Court approval for a scheme of 
arrangement to enable tire reverse takeover of TSB by Lloyds - 
to take place. The hearing is on December 18. 
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□ Mortgage lenders pre-empt the markets □ Names warned of pain of Lloyd’s collapse □ Ministers take stick to jobless 

p WHAT a vibrant, fasi-moving 
business mortage lending now 
is- The fusty old days of caution 
and sobriety have been swapped 
lor a giddy bidding round that 
would not shame a lively after¬ 
noon in the Liffe pits. 

Consider the excitement yes¬ 
terday afternoon. Once the mar¬ 
ket had absorbed the impli¬ 
cations of Tuesday’s Budget, 
interest rate cuts that were 
already widely expected looked a 
racing certainty1. 

In the bad old days of boring 
building societies, the latter 
would have waited for the proper 
announcement of a base rate cut 
through the usual channels be¬ 
fore reducing their own rates. 
One or two old fuddy-duddies, 
bless them, might even have 
delayed a couple of days, to see if 
the new rate was going to stick. 

By 10am yesterday the Hali¬ 
fax. the biggest mortage lender 
and determined to stay that way. 
had responded to market ru¬ 
mours of an imminent rate cut 
by announcing “no immediate 
plans" for such a move. This, as 
any spiv in the market knows, is 
a cunning code for -expect cuts 
immediately," and the quarter- 
point reduction was duly an¬ 
nounced at 2pm. 

Within 20 minutes, the Nation¬ 
wide and the Abbey National 
had ihe siruarion under review, 
and their own cuts were duly 
announced over the next two 

Quick to the cut 
hours. The rush to reduce rates 
had been encouraged by the 
Budget itself, which by trimming 
the rate of tax paid by the 
country's 14 million savers had 
managed to widen the effective 
margin between lending and 
borrowing rales. 

But wait. It is a compelling 
irony that this pre-emptive strike 
by the mortgage lenders may 
even militate against a move 
from the Chancellor. If the 
private sector is prepared to act 
alone in trying to kick-start the 
housing market, why should the 
Government agonise too much 
about leading base rales lower? 

Here are two counter-argu¬ 
ments to assumptions of a cut 
after rhe December 13 meeting 
between Chancellor and Bank. 
First, sterling has slumped to 
record lows since the Budget and 
the Bank will be uncomfortable 
about thaL 

Second, Kenneth Darke has 
pencilled in an optimistic as¬ 
sumption of 3 per cent growth for 
next year, based on growing 
consumer confidence. This is 
above any estimate of Britain's 
long-range sustainable growth 
rate, so the Chancellor could be 

taking a risk on inflation by 
cutting rates. He also claimed 
yesterday that the economy is 
well placed to push ahead with 
rates where they ore. 

Perhaps this was just natural 
optimism after a Budget univer¬ 
sally acknowledged to be dull. If 
the markets are discounting 
lower base rates, why shouldn't 
the Chancellor give himself a 
little cost-free dividend for his 
caution? Over and above that. 
Mr Clarke is probably vastly 
overestimating the economy's 
ability to bounce back. Lower 
rates would therefore prove nec¬ 
essary — to the relief of the big 
mortgage lenders. 

Sibling rivalry 
at Lloyd’s 
□ LLOYD’S of London has long 
resembled a dysfunctional fam¬ 
ily. and the recent divorce of the 
parents, Peter Middleton and 
David Rowland, has sent trem¬ 
ors through the multitude of 
squabbling children and grand¬ 
children. Relations between the 
various factions that make up the 
extended family are strained in 

Pennington 

the extreme. Rowland and his 
new partner, Ron Sandler, are 
working hard at trying to pull all 
the names together in the face of 
adversity, but the family rebels 
are pulling equally hard in the 
opposite direction. 

Just as parents make mistakes, 
there is no denying that Lloyd’s 
has made mistakes too — serious 
and costly ones at that The 
question is whether the pain 
inflicted on names rules out the 
chances of a happy 
reconciliation. 

A major problem that Lloyd's 
faces is the breakdown of trust. 
Constantly telling your children 
that you will bring them home a 
big present, only to disappoint 
them again and again, can only 
lead to rears before bedtime. Past 

experience has wiped out much 
of the goodwill that existed, 
leaving many names sceptical. 

Yesterday’s letter from Lloyd's 
ruling council concluded, with 
the help of its lawyers 
Freshfields. that allowing 
Lloyd's to fail and putting it into 
run-off would not ease the 
names' pain. Instead, the mar¬ 
ket’s death throes would inflict 
even more agony on them, and 
there would be little chance of 
their escaping from the burden 
of meeting their losses. Lloyd's 
argues that the probable result 
would be that names' debts 
would increase and the demands 
for payment of these increased 
debts would be speeded up. 

All this may be true, but 
Lloyd's has little chance of sway¬ 
ing the minds of those family 
members who believe its man¬ 
agement will say anything to dig 
itself out of a hole. Much rests on 
Slaughter & May. the lawyers 
hired ro check independently the 
council's findings. If they agree 
with the council's conclusions, 
the rebels may opt to back Lloyd's 
plans. Even if they disagree, it is 
unlikely that those conclusions 
will ever be put to the test — 

unless the number of rebels 
swells sufficiently to outweigh 
those family members who sup¬ 
port the actions of their parents. 

Victorian 
values 
□ AS VICTORIAN mill-owners 
or the cotton plantation man¬ 
agers of the Deep South knew, 
people work for two reasons, the 
carrot or the stick, but the stick is 
cheaper. It has one advantage 
over the carrot, in that ii can be 
used again and again rather 
than consumed at once by an 
ungrateful recipient 

The stick in those days, in the 
form of starvation or physical 
chastisement was also rather 
stouter than would be allowed 
today, so the carrot was never 
much needed. 

But as an instrument of gov¬ 
ernment employment policy, the 
stick has a mixed record in this 
country at least. In the 1930s. the 
means test, of bitter memory, 
required thousands who would 
today have qualified for benefit 
to live on the charity of some¬ 
times distant relatives. 

The carrot has never been 
much use either in moving the 
long-term unemployed, accus¬ 
tomed to life on the dole, back 
into the workforce. So the new 
Workfare, sorry. Project Work 
programme to’be tested from 
next year represents the most 
widespread use for decades of 
the stick. The Government pro¬ 
poses to bar anyone unemployed 
tor two years and not prepared to 
present themselves physically for 
work from claiming benefiL 

It might' have worked at the 
mill or on the plantation. Bur 
those long-term unemployed 
who genuinely want to work 
again do not need the encourage¬ 
ment of the stick. By contrast, 
those who would prefer to stay 
idle can no longer be physically 
coerced back into a real job. 

Joint account 
□ ONE person in ten in the City 
takes recreational drugs — about 
normal, one would suppose, for 
any workforce with a higher 
than average share of the young 
and affluent. It seems a little low. 
to judge from anecdotal evi¬ 
dence. The good news is that the 
coke-sniffing yuppie dealing in 
millions wmJe totally wired is a 
myth. As in other walks of life, 
most City druggies prefer can¬ 
nabis, taken out of hours, in 
private, and therefore cause little 
harm to their employers. 
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Argyll keeps Safeway 
ahead in price wars 

By Sarah Bagnall 

ARGYLL, the supermarket 
group, yesterday revealed that 
a costly price war has flared 
up between the big four food 
retailers over the lucrative 
run-up to Christmas. 

Colin Smith, chief executive, 
said: “Recently, key products, 
such as fruit and vegetables 
and petrol, have been experi¬ 
encing intense pricing pres¬ 
sure and we have taken firm 
action to ensure Safeway re¬ 
mains fully competitive.” 

Prices of seven key products 
— bananas, loose carrots and 
onions, iceberg lettuce, cauli¬ 
flowers, loose tomatoes and 
new potatoes — have fallen 
significantly in the past six 
weeks. In the case of bananas 
prices have tumbled from 
about 40p to 19p a pound as 
Tesco cut prices to match those 
charged by Asda. This 
prompted Sainsbury and 
Safeway to follow suit, which 
in turn caused Asda to cur its 
prices further. Mr Smith said 
he did not expect any more 
movement between now and 
Christmas. 

Mr Smith made his re¬ 
marks as he unveiled a 5 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£215 million in the 28 weeks to 
October 14. The result was 
towards the top end of ana¬ 
lysts’ forecasts and the shares 
rose 7p to 312p. The advance 

was achieved on the bad; of a 
I per cent rise in sales to £3.4 
billion butexduding business¬ 
es sold during the past year. 
Sales rose 11 percent. Safeway 
sales rose 13 per cent to £3.1 
billion, while Presto sales fell 
II percent 

The City was pleased with 
foe healthy advance in 
Safeway’s like-for-like sales of 
7.8 per cent which helped 
Argyll to lift its market share 
by 02 per cent to 7.5 per cent 
Continuing the trend of im¬ 
proving underlying sales, Mr 
Smith revealed that in the first 
six weeks of foe second half, 
like-for-like sales at Safeway 
were 9.6 per cent higher. 

Mr Smith warned that the 
unexpected pricing pressure 
on the key product areas 
meant that gross margins in 
the second half would be a 
little below those of last year. 
In the first half the gross 
margin slipped by 05 percent 

The group said about three 
million customers had signed 
up'for its ABC loyalty card, 
which was launched national¬ 
ly last month. 

The dividend, due February 
19. was lifted from 3.9p to 
4.05p. in line with the rise in 
earnings per share from t28p 
to 133p._ 

Tempos, page 28 

The Sharp 

SF-2050 copier. 

Think of it 

as a Porsche 911 

for accountants. 

The SF-2050, rfs fast and sleet And at a price 

that will look good on any balance sheet For more 

information call 0800 

262 958, quoting CHOI. iTVTEi-LiaHiVT thinking 

Colin Smith, left and Sir Alistair Grant, chairman 

Committee to consider 
future of the Savoy 

By Eric Reguly 

SAVOY HOTELyesterday ap¬ 
pointed a directors’ committee 
to consider the group’s future 
now that Forte, hs biggest 
shareholder, is under takeover 
threat from Granada. 

Granada last week offered 
E3.4 billion in shares and cash 
for Forte, Britain's largest 
hotels and restaurants opera¬ 
tor, and said it would sell 
Forte's 68 per cent equity 
interest in the Savoy if the bid 
succeeds. Gerry Robinson, 
Granada's chief executive, 
called the Savoy a “trophy" 
asset that produces more 
glamour than earnings. 

The market values Savoy at 
about £300 million but the 
true worth of the Forte stake is 

questionable because it comes 
with only 42 per cent voting 
interest. The Wontner family 
and its charitable trusts con¬ 
trol the rest of the voting 
shares and have been able to 
prevent an outright takeover 
by Forte. 

The six-person committee, 
led by Sir Ewen Fergusson. 
the Savoy chairman, is being 
advised by Barings. Sir Roooo 
Forte and Sir Anthony Ten¬ 
nant. who are Forte's repre¬ 
sentatives on the Savoy board, 
are not on the committee. 

Separately. Mr Robinson 
and other Granada executives 
today begin visiting institu¬ 
tional investors to try to con¬ 
vince them to back foe bid. 

London City Airport 
Paris Charles de Gaulle 

on board one of 
the quietest planes 

in the world. 

Silence! 
For hjrther'rfonnation, contact your travel 
agent or youf AiJetOub in London 
01714766000. 

Littlewoods 1 Welsh Water to resume 
recommended bid talks with Swalec 
THE debate over the future 
ownership of Littlewoods 
took a further step towards 
resolution yesterday when WELSH WATER returns to 
shareholders of foe privately bid talks today with South 
owned company were ad- Wales Electricity (Swalec} 
vised of their options (Sarah after being pressed yesterday 
Bagnall writes). to raise its offer when negotia- 

After a review of foe tions broke down after only 
options over the last five half an.hour. 
months. Michael Gatenby, a The meeting, which has 
former director of Charter- been stalled on several occa- 
house bank, recommended sions by foe water company, 
that in a few years time the was abandoned after a bid of 
family should consider a between 825p and S40p was 
partial flotation. tabled. 

Most of foe 32 members of Andrew Walker, chief exec- 
tbe Moores family that utive of Swalec. said: “We are 
owns the retailing arid foot- looking for a price well north 
ball pools company gath- of £9 and we will talk further 
ered at a two-day meeting at once they are prepared to 
a London boteL come up with that" 

The review was commis- The talks at foe offices of 
sioned in May, before the NM Rothschild, one of the 
emergence of a “possible" .banks that is advising Swalec, 
£12 billion offer by Barry hit the price obstacle when the 
Dale, who was ousted as Welsh Water representatives 
chief executive last year. switched to a another room for 
___ talks among themselves. After 

By Christine Buckley 

three hours, they asked for a Then ft stalled again, arguing 
further meeting with Swalec. that it wanted to see if the 
but foe company declined Chancellor of foe Exchequer 
ahead of preparation for pub- was going to impose any 
licationofiisbiterimresults.lt restrictions on the utilities in 
has brought the figures for- the Budget 
ward to this morning, just All regional electricity cam- 
under a week ahead of panies own a proportion of foe 
schedule. National Grid, which is ro be 

The companies are sched- floated on December 11. 
uled to resume talks this Yesterday, Welsh Water 
afternoon after interim pre- would not comment further on 
sentations. Welsh Water, the talks. Swalec said that its 
which was forced to show its interim figures would help to 
hand over Swalec by the Stock demonstrate that greater val- 
Exchange after a leap in the ue was held in the electricity 
electricity company's share company than the prices so far 
price, has delayed talks for a offered by Welsh would 
variety of reasons over the indicate, 
pasr few weeks. At the outset of negotiations 

First it wanted more time to between the two companies, it 
consider its offer. Then, it said was thought that a rival 
that it needed to gauge the bidder, such as an American 
value of the National Grid utility, might enter the contest 
shares that began trading in but that is not now believed to 
foe grey market last week, be foe case. 
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Shares confound sceptics 
with another new high 

New York (midday): 
Dow Jones  __ 5079.51 (+1.81] 
S&P Composite- 605.77 HUS) 

Tokyo: 
NlXtej Average-19533.98 (-L5-L44) 

Hoag Kong: 
Hang Seng-— 961732 (-6.87) 

Amsterdam: 
EOE Into:-— 477321+337) 

;:V.Vc, : 

Sydney: 
ao_ 

Frankfurt 

THE equity market extended 
its record-breaking run, con¬ 
founding many experts who 
had given the Chancellors 
Budget package a cool 
reception. 

But it was a strong over¬ 
night rally on Wall Street 
which signalled the early 
mark-up. The FT-SE100 index 
hit a new alkdme trading peak 
of 3.671.0. but saw its earlier 
lead whittled away, despite 
news of a cut in the Halifax 
Building Society's mortgage 
rate aiad talk of an early cut in 
bank base rates. However the 
index still ended 6.7 points up 
at a new closing high of 
3.6555. A total of 782 million 
shares were traded. 

Dealers said there was little 
Budget follow-through. 
Drinks companies which 
should have benefited from 
the duly freeze on beer and 
wine and the cut in spirits 
duty, failed to respond. Allied 
Domecq finished 6p down al 
504p. Grand Metropolitan 5p 
cheaper at 434p and Guinness 
lOp down at 459p. 

Some of the best gains 
relating to the Budget were 
recorded among banks, with 
brokers anticipating a series of 
interest rate cuts to revive the 
economy and. in particular, 
kick-start die depressed hous¬ 
ing market Abbey National 
led the way higher with a rise 
of 17p to 635p as news of the 
Halifax cut filtered through. 

There was heavy turnover 
in shares of Standard Char¬ 
tered, with die price climbing 
back above £6 at one stage 
before settling 16p higher at 
596p amid talk of buying from 
die Far East. City whispers 
suggest a bid from Credit 
Suisse, the Swiss banking 
giant By the close yesterday, 
more than 5 million shares 
had changed hands. Other 
banks to go better included. 
HSBC 18p to 968p. Lloyds. 7p 
to 877p, and National West¬ 
minster. 3p to 675p. Royal 
Bank of Scotland rose 11 h. p to 
547p before figures later today. 

Goldman Sachs, the US 
securities house, is believed to 
be behind a lOp rise to 416p in 
Rank Organisation. The bin- 
go-to-holiday camps group is 
due to issue a trading update 
on December 6 which should 
make positive reading. Busi¬ 
ness at Rank Xerox, where it 
continues to have a holding, is 
said to be “booming”. 

Vodafone, the cellular net¬ 
work operator, rose 5p to 
223*2 p as the company and a 
party of brokers arrived in 
Greece on a tour of the group’s 

Bingo! Rank Organisation was a good line yesterday 

overseas operations. Other 
venues are said to include 
South Africa and Australia. 

British Aerospace continue 
to be chased higher, reflecting 
its investment in Orange, the 
cellular network operator, 
which it owns with Hutchison 
Whampoa. Brokers calculate 
Orange could be word) lOOp a 
share to BAe whose shares 
finished 19p better at 820p and 

Wales Electricity, up 2Ip at 
£10.98, and Welsh Water after 
the latter signalled its inten¬ 
tion to make a full bid. Welsh 
Water says it is prepared to 
offer terms valuing Swalec at 
825p-840p a share, with a full 
cash alternative. The news 
emerged after a.meeting be¬ 
tween the two companies at 
which the terms, which ex¬ 
clude the National Grid and 

Keep an eye on Dixons. There was heavy trading in the shares 
yesterday with more than 13 million changing hands as the price 
tumbled lip to 408p. Brokers reported a lme of more man 2 
million shares being sold at 4Q3p. a sharp discount to the then 
ruling price of 41Sp. They were later sold on at 404*2 p. 

have risen more than lOOp 
since November 9. 

Capital Radio, the indepen¬ 
dent radio broadcaster, leapt 
29p to 504p after a buy 
recommendation from Merrill 
Lynch. A line of 900,000 
shares were crossed at 505p. 
reminding brokers that news 
should be due soon on propos¬ 
als for cross-media ownership. 

Hie battle lines continue to 
be drawn between South 

Swake's interim dividend, 
were tabled. They were imm¬ 
ediately rejected by Swalec as 
inadequate. Welsh Water fin¬ 
ished 2p easier at 696p. 

Drought-stricken York¬ 
shire Water came in for some 
adverse comment after report¬ 
ing interim figures near the 
top end of expectations, with 
pre-tax profits 10 per cent 
ahead at £1015 million. This 
had been achieved despite the 
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BAA_ 460 34 45 524 3 74 124 
P487) 500 9*> 20*i 29 19 23h 29 
Thame W SSO 25 42 49*, 12 19 324 
rS574) 600 7 21 2ft 44 474 62 

BAT rnd _ SSO 
r5544) 600 
BTK-330 
1*337*0 360 
Brum— 800 
P8174) 850 
Br Teton. 360 
1*3721 390 
Cadbury- 550 
TS54V} 603 
Gnlnnes. 430 
P4S74) 460 
GEC—— 300 
1*3211 330 
Hanson— 191 
PI924) 211 
LASMO— 160 
ri6?:l 180 
Luos_ ISO 
TIMM 200 
PtUdnsm. 191 
1*19141 210 
Prudential 420 
1*4331 4SO 
Kedbral- 360 
(•3864) 390 
R-Snyce — 160 
nre 180 
Taro— 280 
(*288 300 
vablone. 22) 
P2ZSJ 240 
WHUams. 330 
1*330*1] 3(0 

Stria 

AUjyNai- 600 
P633M 650 
Amshsd- 260 
1*2664) 280 
Baidays- 750 
f7*s no 
Bine arc. 300 
(■328V) 330 
BTG3S_240 
(*2494) 260 
□bom— 390 
1*4064) 420 
Rme-330 
rw 360 
Tarmac.— 90 
t*95V) HB 
H Shown- 140 
nsa leo 
inwno—. 160 
n66) ISO 
Sears-HB 
ciopo no 
Thm End 1500 
(1545) 1600 
Tomkins- 260 
T26SV} 280 
TSB-390 
(MO)) 420 

Cate 
Dec Mar Jan 
39 S3 604 
9 274 35 

JO*, 214 294 
3 12*1 20 

39 60 69 
B4 31 434 

304 394 434 
8 20, S 

134 224 254 
3*, 12 IS 

21 36 44 
6 214 28 

174 28 304 
24 J24 J6 
7 12 134 
2 64 84 

154 19 194 
2 64 84 
Pi 134 I7*i 
1 54 9 
44 8 10 
04 34 S', 

61 <8 09, 
114 SD4 834 
9*i 17 24 
14 8 144 

21 264 3(7. 
6 94 14*1 

PUS 
Dee Mar Jen 

3 194 28 
24 45*i 514 

4 II 14V 
15*, 214 24*i 
44 214 29*i 
H4« Wi 
ft 54 II 
8 164 24 
2 74 IV. 

12 17 2a 
3 134 174 

17 34 32 
3 9 14 

184 224 284 
1 4 64 
6 0 114 
04 24 6 
7 104 164 
14 7 8 

14 19 IV, 
14 34 54 
B 9 II 
9 37 454 

60 894 95 
34 10 124 

IS*. 214 23*: 
34 164 214 

IB 364 »i 

FT-SE INDEX 1*3654) 

GmdMa. 433 25 34 42 14 19 244 
P433I 460 94 18 244 394 424 47 
laUbnlX. 140 IP, IB 21 7 114 134 
PMT) 160 64 94 13 18 23 3 
UM Btsc _ 260 164 21 » 104 18 2D 
(*26141 280 S’, U 16 S 30 32 

Noiemhers. IsaWTric 279« Cdb 13732 
Put 14201 FT-SE CnlL- 3361 PuC 5809 
■Uddtrlyiui; Kwni(r price. 

3550 J6CO 3650 3700 3750 3800 

II4V 72 3ft 17V 6 14 
141V 10b 74V 51 314 18 
166 131 101 7ft 54 39 
180V 148 lift 93 69V 52 
~ 191 ~ 137V - *» 

9, 171; 35 66 HO 16D 
M 45V 65 914 125 1654 
<3 59 79V 106 137 I7S 
56*i 75 93*i 12ft 1484 1834 
— 117 — 163 — 219 

_Serfcs Jan Apr Jal Jan Ape Jnl 
Glaxo Wen 850 43 624 754 14 314 40 
P87S 900 IS 364 50*, 374 57 654 
HSBC_450 444 71 88 2D, -tt 60 
M6W WOO 22 46 M 474 76 874 
Reuter—600 35 50 644 JJ 23*, 294 
f&194) 650 12 X?, 40 37*.- 49 55 

Boyaltru. 360 24 40 46 44 16*, 224 
P3811 390 14 M 314 174 324 374 

_Seda Dee Mar Jan DeeMar ion 

n*wo— 260 5 34 54 04 04 04 
P2M 280 0 0 0 16 Ifi 174 

Sorig Kd)Mlg FehMiy 
Eastern Gp 950 77 a — 9,1-" 
r*J74) 1000 0*1 04 - 334 34 - 

_Seriq DeeMar Jua DeeMar Jn 

Nail Pwr_ 460 144 304 42 5 14 34 
IM67) 500 I 144 224 33 36 46 
Sent Par.. 360 21 27 35 14 9, IV, 
nT7V) Ml I 12 194 II H 26*, 

drought adding an extra £20 
million to operating costs, 
while the exceptional burden 
of maintaining water supplies 
exist £4.6 million. The payout 
was lifted almost 10 per cent to 
9.1p. 

Full-year figures from Tate 
and I#te received a warm 
welcome, with the shares add¬ 
ing lOp to 454p. Pre-tax profits 
jumped from £274 million to 
£311 million with Sir Neil 
Shaw, chairman, telling bro¬ 
kers that T&L’s axe business¬ 
es were in better shape than 
they had ever been. He picked 
out the North American sugar 
operations and emerging mar¬ 
kets as areas offering particu¬ 
larly strong growth. 

There was also a positive 
response to half-year figures 
from Argyll, the Safeway su¬ 
permarket group, which were 
at tiie top end of expectations. 
Pre-tax profits were £10 mil¬ 
lion higher at £215 million 
after raising Uke-fbr-like sales 
at Safeway by almost 8 per 
cent despite a major restruc¬ 
turing. Argyll is Britain's third 
biggest supermarket chain be¬ 
hind Tesco. Ip easier at 286p. 
and J Sainsbuxy, 2p better at 
382p. Argyll responded with a 
riseof7pto312p. 

Queensborough Holdings, 
the leisure company, began 
trading on the big board 
yesterday after moving up 
from the USM following a re¬ 
organisation. The shares 
started life at 29p and briefly 
touched 30p before settling al 
29p. It was also die first day of 
dealings for L. Gardner 
Group, the engineer. Placed at 
125p, the shares started life at 
125^2 p before closing at their 
best of the day at 146p.. 
□ GILT-EDGED; There was 
a steepening of the yield curve 
with shorts underpinned by 
the prospect of an early cut in 
interest rates, while longer 
dated issues were worried by 
tiie upward revision of the 
PSBR forecast Prices opened 
firmer but closed below their 
best The December long gilt 
rose £14 to finish at £109a3/j2 

" as a total of 75,000 contracts 
were completed. 

Index-linked issues rose by 
£*a on average, while among 
conventional issues Treasury 
8 per cent 2013 hardened £‘/i6 
to £10123/32. In shorts. Trea¬ 
sury 8 per cent 2000rose £*4 to 
£1043s- 
□ NEW YORK: Shares 
opened higher on Wall Street 
extending Tuesday's late rally. 
At midday the Dow Jones 
industrial average was 1.81 
points higher at 5.079.91. 

Bank of England official close (4pm) 
fcECU_1.1702 
EtfDR_1.0389 
RF1 _ 1494 oap^w Jan 1987^100 
RPIX_148.7 Oct (2.9%) Jan 1987=100 

Abtrust HJIncC(IOO) 98 
Ail on Props 9 
BZWEqtS TOSCO Bit 293 - 1 
Benfleld&Rea 103 
David Glass (fi<» 66 
East Surrey nv ■MS 
Gardner (U 146 
Guinness FUgtu 93 + 1 
Guinness Flight u 193 
Gainness Flight w 10 
Heritage Baths (125) 163 + 3 
Hoare Govett Sml C 964 
London Town 80 
Martin Currie Japan 94 
Martin Currie Jp Wt 30 
Premium Undrtg C 125 
Revelation Pice 105 
Schroder Asia Pc 98 
Tom cobleigh 199 + 10 
Trocadero 41 + 2 
vero Group 275 *«■ L 

Allied Leisure n/p (34) 7 + 1 
Cordiantn/p(60) 31 + 1 

FiportLelsn/pOOCq 15 
Maybom n/p (2109 38 
pnkingtonn/p(155) 36 -3 
Snst&Vine n/p (97) 12 

RISES: 
Capita! Radio...... 
Tottenham Hots . 
Matthew Clark. 
Lloyds Chem. 

.. 504p (+27p) 

.. 215p (4-IOp) 

.. 655p[+29p) 

.. 268p(+11p) 
7win f+anni 

Beltway. .. 254p{+10p) 
.. 356p(+13p) 

Stand Chart. .. 596p (+16p) 

FALLS: 
Northamber. ..... 2S0p(-16p) 

.... 595o [-30D) 
DooonsGp. 
Gtinness. 

. 408p(-11pj 

. 459p(-10pj 

Closing Prices Page 32 

Period Open High Low Sett Vot 
FT-SE 100 Dec 95 _ 36600 36780 36430 3655.0 13880 
Previous open Interest 75408 Mar 96._ 368&0 37000 36700 36790 4486 

FT-SE 250 Dec 95 _ 39600 0 
Preriota open interest 3500 Mar 96- 40050 0 

Three Month Sterling Dec 95 _ 93.57 9361 9355 9356 32746 
Previous open interest 374133 Mar 96- 93.77 9307 93.77 9301 37485 

fun 96 - 93J7 93.96 9354 93.91 29911 

Three Mth Eurodollar Dec 95 _ 9456 a 
Previous open Interest 110 Mar 9b- 9454 0 

Three Mth Euro DM Dec9S 9613 96.14 96.12 96.12 18112 
Previous open interest 9I40S4 Mar 96- 96J5 96J6 9651 96J2 26533 

Long Gift Dec95 - 109-15 1FOOO 10909 109-23 75538 
Previous open Interest 126583 Mar 96 — 10900 109-14 108-26 10906 25254 

Japanese Govmt Bond Dec 95 - IZL40 123 A3 12355 12140 328 
Mar 96- 12205 12206 121.96 12206 2274 

German Gov Bd Bund Dec95 _ 98J5 98.4S 9854 98J9 14X06 
Previous open Interest 223026 MU 96- 97.77 9705 97 M 97.70 22330 

Three month ECU Dec 95 - 94.73 94.75 94JW 9408 225 
Previous open Intense 21095 MU 96- 9409 9191 9(80 9454 1097 

Euro Swiss Franc Dec 9S _ 9800 98.01 97.97 *77.98 3340 
Previous open interest; 60119 Mu 96- 98J7 9428 9852 9843 3583 

Italian Govmt Bond Dec 95 _ 10404 104.92 10455 10(44 38943 
Previous open tnieresc 44787 Mar % „ 104.42 10(54 10400 10408 (957 

Bate Rates; Clearing Banks 6*. Finance Hse 7 
Discount Mariiet Loans 0/night hlgtu 74 Low 6*. Week fixed; 64 
Treasury Bflfc (Db):Buy; 2 min 64.; 3 mill 6*4-. Sell: 2 mth 64.: 3 nuh: 64,. 

I mtti 2 mh 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth 
Prime Bank BUIS (D^: 6W- 6*V64 6"rr6*. 6*r64. 
Sterfiag Money Rates 6°>r6"n bMi*- 6*4r64 
iBtatank (r'u-W1* SW» 6"c-64 (Pir&'u 6Vfi*» 
OvenUght: open 6’^ dose 64. 

Local Aalhority Drpse 6*. n la 6'. 6*. 64 
Sterfin* CDs: 6**»-fe4 64+64 64-6>. 6>r6*i b'^6*. 
Dollar CDs 5.90 n/a 5.74 5J9 5.53 
Balding Society CDs 6*W, tf-6*, 6V6'+ b*4r-6V 6*.-6*» 

EUROPEAN MONEY DEPOSITS 

Currency 7 day I Dd 3sMh 6 mtb Can 
Dollar: 5“e-“u 5“nJVi 5"ir5,B 5V-4V 
DcBtscftenartu 4vr. 4V-3V 3u«rB» M. 4*j-3V 
French Franc 5V5 •SV5*- SVP. 5*^. 5*^. 
Swiss Franc ZVvZVt 2V2V 7»?« MV 2JHV 
Yen: •r>. V-V V-*» n/a 

BalHoa: Open S38S-50-38&80 dose $38925-389.75 High: $389^0-39000 
UtK S387JS5-388.I5 AM; 8388.95 PM:J3S8-50 

Krugerrand: S389-5l>391.50 CE.25iOO-255.OtH 

Ptainunt wiixo (£27a4q SBver SSJ2 P5J95) FaBadhuniSl3a25lt8MQ 

TO .^T^UNG SPOT. ANP FORWARD RAT^.' ■ - 

MU Rates br Nov: 
Amsterdam.- 
Brussels- 
Copenhagen- 
Du Win_ 
Frankfurt- 
Lisbon..-- 
Madrid- 
Milan_ 
Montreal...- 
New York—.— 
Oslo_ 
Paris...— 
Stockholm_ 
Tokyo_— 
Vienna—.— 
Zurich__ 
Soane: Exttl 

2A620>14740 
45.19-t5.44 

8JW0*55« 
Q.9651-G.9702 
2.1985-12065 
22937-230,79 
187.17-l88.il 

2447.90-3457JO 
10825-10907 
15340-15364 
959604.7280 
75420-75840 

9.9710-100230 
155.13-15016 

15.4600-155400 
1.7779-1.7884 

Ouse 
14692*14724 

4527-4557 
B533O85420 
096530.9679 
12048-25079 
230.15-230.79 
187.73-18801 

2448.90-245190 

I'+J.pr 3,+-2',pr 
ll-7pr 24-19pr 
Vipr IVl'ir 

33-580S 115-I58HS 
42*52dS I30*147ds 

244890-245190 7-9dS 23-25dS 
20847-10877 a)7-007pr O290.l8pr 
15354-15364 aiOOOBpr 0JJWL23pr 
9.69604.7110 IV.pr 3^1^ 
75700-75840 l-*,pr 2-l*.pr 

9-9833*100040 I'rfids 5-6ds 
155.73-15600 Wpr 2>r2>.pr 

155080-155340 V,pr l->.pr 
1.7856-1.7884 VSpr M'.pr 

Premium ■ pr. Discount» os. 

mmmm. 

_21600 (+50] 

- 224502 (+4.11) 

Singapore: 
_2)10.17 (-3J2&) 

Brussels 
7983081+6541 

Paris s 5 

Zurich: 
. 701.40 (+2J9CD 

London: 
srn ' _ 2S7SA WLffl 
FT 100 - 36555 ^6.7) 
FT-SE MW 250- _ 39510(^^3) 

FT-SE Eurotracfc 100 
FTAAU-Share- 

— 1461.76 (+051) 
_ 178(01 (+52) 

fTNon financials... — 1881.49 MjW 
113.92(40.101 

I Barmins - 30823 li 
1 SEAT? Volume 823.7m II 

USM (Datastnn)- _I88J17 (-0L45) 

German Mark_ 
Btrhanp index_ 

_ 2J044 (-OJ3L34) 
82.4 (-05) 

Our value for your money 
* -i rvants in the black art of 

CRUNCHING numbers is a job normally some 10,°^nnerate contracts, 
done by accountants, but when numbers get design, has been one ol 
very big-ami vetyimreliable-accountants to the Treasury, VTM 
are replaced by economists. It is that process pricing nsk. atoh ^ ^ pr^ent 
that is npw allowing the Government to forge is deieirnineo ^ to private sector 
ahead with the Private Finance Initiative: a- value of mturepay* ^ 0f government 
cute scheme to shift the burden of government against the eqiu ^g^meni dqjartmenrs 
capital spending frran present to future DIY. Howewr. « ceQr compared with 
generations by transferring risk to the private cost of caguaJ « sector. If PH can 
sector in exchange for paying rent. double digits tortn P the private 

Key to the success of a PFI project is its save the taxpayer r- ^ service 
value for money (VFM) but so far contrartors sector w , managing projects, 
have complained bitterly that the bidding hopelessly t^ct^ip^LramiTie suggests the 
process is too expensive, too bureaucratic and The retrammg p [jneers that VFM is 
the returns too meagre to justify taking pan. latter, but the susp ,_p pH contracts 
Undeterred, the Chancellor predicts some £14 not just about ajunung . chancet- 
billion of contracts will be agreed by 1998/9 tietesp&c and wtih ^ ^ 
and, acknowledging government shortcora- lor backmg indeed 
mgs. Price Waterhouse has been hired to train something very different 

Argyll 
ARGYLL’S strategy of chas¬ 
ing sates and catting costs is 
delivering short-term results, 
but the gain in market share 
may not compensate for the 
erosion of margin. The like- 
for-fike sales advance of 7.8 
per cent in (he first half is a 
marked improvement to the 
I per cent decline in the first 
quarter of the last financial 

year. In each of the last six 
quarters, underlying sales 
growth has been ahead of 
the improvement in the pre¬ 
vious period, and the trend is 
continuing. Like-for-Iike 
sales rose 9.6 per cent in the 
first six weeks of the second 
half, a stark contrast to 
Sainsbury's lacklustre 
performance. 

Food retailing remains 
fiercely competitive, and 
while Argyll is notching up 
pleasing revenue gains, in¬ 
vestors may find better bar- 

Tate & Lyle 
THERE was a time, not 
very long ago. when die 
world's largest sugar com¬ 
pany looked fat from over 
indulgence. A worldwide 
sugar surplus, overween¬ 
ing global ambitions and 
an American business beset 
by labour and pricing prob¬ 
lems, led some to the con¬ 
clusion that Tate & Lyle 
needed a crash diet and a 
spell in a health farm. 

Tunes have changed and 
Tate ft Lyle is now proving 
to be a leaner and trimmer 
beast than expected. Yester¬ 
day's figures were ahead of 
forecasts and improve¬ 
ments in Staley, the US 
operation, look convincing. 

Tate has committed itself 
to a high level of 
investment 

In tiie past year it has 
spent £211 million on new 
plant and machinery and 
has allocated a further £116 
million for developing over¬ 
seas operations. Growth 
there is expected to flourish 

“-0OUAR RATES 

Australia__ 
Austria- 
Belgium r Comi— 
Canada . 
Denmark_ 
France- 
Germany_ 
Hong Kong- 
Ireland- 
Italy- 
Japan _ 
Malaysia.. 
Netherlands_ 
Norway__ 
Portugal- 
Singapore- 
Spain_ 
Sweden- 
Switzerland___ 

-1.3333-1-3342 
-ID12-10.13 
- 2955-2959 
-15605-15610 
- 55655-55700 
- 4.9435-4.9450 
- 1.4382-1.4392 
- 7.7348-7.7358 
- 15840-15850 
- 159650-159750 
-101.47-10154 
. 25428-2.5438 
-1.6106-15116 
- 65315-65365 
-15054-15054 
-1.4123-1.4133 
- 12251-12256 
-65146-65221 
- 1.1655-1.1665 

Argentina pen-_ 
Australia dollar_ 
Bahrain dinar_ 
Brazil real*_ 
China yuan _ 
Cyprus pound_ 
Finland markka_ 
Greece drachma- 
Hong Kong dollar.... 
India rupee_ 
Indonesia rupiah _ 
Kuwait dinar kd_ 
Malaysia ringgit- 
New Zealand dollar 
Pakistan rupee- 
Saudi Arabia rtyal_ 
Singapore dollar- 
S Africa rand (com]_ 
UAH dirham_ 
Barclays Bank CTS“ 

- 15325-15351 
— 2JM4I-22H64 
- 0576905880 
-1.4771-1,4813 
-12.00 Buy 

0588005986 
6.4825-65985 

— 359-25-36655 
11.8528-115621 
- 53.21-54.17 
— 349050-355850 
-0.4570-0.4670 
-18966-3.9007 
- 2J370-2J404 
- 5257 Buy 
- 5.5375-5661 S 
-2.1642-11672 
-55010-5.7030 
- 5.6030-5.7290 
■ Uofds Bank 

FT-SE VOLUMES 

11 3,200 
ASDAGp 8.900 
Abbey NU 6,500 
Allied Dom 2200 
Argyll Gp 4,500 
Ana wgcru 391 
AB Foods 429 
BAA 1,800 
BAT inds 5.100 
BOC 482 
BP 6,100 
BSkyB xrn 
BTR 5JK» 
BT 7.800 
Bk Of Scot XOOO 
Barclays 4300 
Bass 2600 
Blue Circle 2700 
Boots 2600 
BAe 4.700 
BA 2600 
Brit Gas fUtCD 
Brir Sreei 4joo 
BurmahCstl 161 
Cable wire 6A00 
Cadbury 2309 
Canton ems 731 
Cm Union 1.000 
Cookson i-aoo 
Counaulds i.too 
DeLaRuc 1.600 
Enierproil 7joo 
Fora 3,900 
GKN 757 
GRE *U00 
GU5 2800 
Gen acc 881 
Gen Elec 4,900 
Glaxo wefl 2700 
Granada 527 
Grand Met 3joo 
Guinness 3,400 
HSBC 4.100 
Hanson 12000 
IC1 1800 
Inchcape 2400 
Kingfisher 5j«n 
LASMO 2900 
ladbrake 6^00 
Land sea 1,700 

Legal St Gn tjoo 
UoydsBk 33)00 
London Elec i.ioo 
Marks Spr Sl600 
Mid Elec 433 
Norwsr Bk 6A00 
Nat Power 2900 
NW Water !.<*» 
PftO 2900 
Pearson 1.400 
PowerGen 1,700 
Prudential 2100 
REXAM 1.400 
RMC 224 
RTZ 1-500 
Rank Or? 2800 
Rertdtf Col 639 
Redland 2400 
Reed imi 912 
RemoUl 376 
Renters 7,TO 
Rolls Roycc I6jOOO Mins 1.700 

(Scot 5.100 
Sains bury 2100 
Scbroderc 165 
Scot« New ijoo 
Scot Power 817 
Sears sjhj 
S»m Trent 932 
Shell Trans SflX 
$Wx 1.100 
SmKlBctl 2200 
smith Nptl IJOO 
Sthem Elec 22 
StdChartd 2500 
Sun Allnce 828 
TIGp 1AOO 
TSB 1,700 
Tate & Lyle 4,700 
TfSCO 4vXO 
Thomesw 1300 
Thm EAU 559 
Tomkins 2,700 
Unilewr 3, TO 
Vodafone 153X0 
Whitbread 945 
wilms Hid 968 
wolseiey 2-TO 
Zeneca 1200 

gains dsewbere. Argyll’s 
sales per square foot are up 
£1 to £14—matching those of 
Asda, but still falling short of 
both Tesco and Sainsbury. 

Having lowered prices in 
the pursuit of volume, Argyll 
might have hoped to begin to 
consolidate its gains in the 
second half, but food retail 
margins are again under 
pressure, and the company’s 

wanting about gross margin 
slippage is no surpnse 

ArgyU enjoys better ma^ 
gins than Asda. but tlus only 
enhances the attractions of 
the latter which has roomfrier 
improvement an opportune, 
tv reflected in Asda’s shares 
which trade on a prospective 
multiple of 15 times cum-' 
pared with Argyll’s 125 
tunes. 

UNSAFE MARGIN 

G K OUT* P L C 

ARGYLL ^ I 
share price ww-J 

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

as the citizens of emerging 
markets acquire a taste for 
test food and sweeteners to 
match their new, frenetic 
Western lifestyles. 

Tate is hoping that margin 
improvement in the develop¬ 
ing regions will compensate 
for flatter returns in Europe 
and is anticipating that about 
a quarter of its operating 
profit will come from new 
markets in the short term. 
Unless commodity prices up¬ 
set its plans. Tate is capable 
of turning in good profits. 

Yorkshire Water 
THE directors of Yorkshire 
Water might consider.a rain 
dance. The bill for maintain¬ 
ing supplies through the 
drought is now running at £3 
million a week and although 
the company has weathered 
this to date, it must soon 
begin to affect profits. The 
£75 million of precantionary 
measures announced yester¬ 
day has come too late to solve 
the short terra supply prob¬ 
lems. 

But the cost of the drought 
is only part of Yorkshire’s 
current predicament. 
Hosepipe bans have focused 
attention on the conflicting 
demands of water customers 
and shareholders. Long term 
problems such as Yorkshire's 
poor leakage record, a legacy 
of the appalling infrastruc¬ 
ture the company inherited at 
privatisation, are now on the 
agenda. Remedying the situ¬ 
ation is highly expensive, but 
public opinion is forcing 
Yorkshire to put the custom¬ 
er first 

Sir Gordon Jones, the 
chairman, came dose to ad¬ 
mitting yesterday that the in¬ 
terim dividend increase was 
only possible because of the 
sale of the company’s York¬ 
shire Cable investment. 
Yorkshire wants to maintain 
a dividend growth rate of just 
under 10 per cent for tiie next 
five years, but unless rain 
dowses tiie fire of public opin¬ 
ion it may find its priorities 
lie elsewhere. 

Edited by Carl Mortished 

Nov29 Nor39 
midday dost 

amp tne 38*. IP, 
AMR Cora 74*» 76 
AT a T 66*. 67 
Abbott UtB 41 40*1 
Advanced Micro jn ST, 
Aetna Ufe 74 79, 
Abmxnaan (HF) 26*. 27*> 
Air Plod 6 Own S5V 57 
AttToucb Comm 28*< Z7% 
AH«n>CnlVEr B 31*1 31*. 
Atbeftmra 31*. Ji*. 
Alcan Alumran U*. m 
Alco Standard 446 45V 
Allied Signal 47V 47V 
Atom CO Of AID 57*1 57*1 
Amu Gofd UK 65 b*. 
Amentia Hess 48V 48*. 
Amo1 Brandt 43 4ft 
Airier □ Power 37% STS 
Aitwr Eqjren 4ft 4ft 
Amur Genl Cotp MV 34*. 
Amer Home Pr 911 91 
Amcr imi BBS 89S 
Amer Sttnes 2* 3S*i 
AmertteCh Sp, sr. 
Amoco 67S 08 
Anhrteer-BurcJi 07V tt*< 
Apple Com purer 39t 40 
ATCIMT Daniels 17V 17*. 
Aimco S'. SV 
Anna mg wrio so*. 60 
Asarco 35 35S 
Ashland OO 34 *> 34*. 
aU OlchfleU - 109V 109V 
Auto Data Pro 77*. 77s 
Aveu Dennison 4P. 47V 
Aron Prod new 7ft 72*. 
Baber Hughes 20V an 
Baldm Gai a El 26V 26*. 
Bine One 38', 38V 
Bantam erica MV 65 
Sant of NY 46V 46 
Bankers Tr NY o5v 62V 
Banten Banks 60*. 60V 
Baruch 4 Lmnb 35*, 35V 
Baser tnii irv 41*, 
Bean Dkknm 68V 67*1 
BeU Adamic mv 64V 
BeU Indostrtes 2ZV 22V 
BdlSouth 39V 39V 
Blade a Decker 37 si 
moct (Hag) 44V 45 
Bodllg 7T, 7ft 
aolae caaade irv rr. 
Bristol Myra Sq 79V 80V 
Browning Ferris 30*. XT. 
Brunswick 21*. 3P. 
BaiHivnn NOm ttr. mv 
cna Plnandal us*. 116 
CPC ind 67V bSV 
CSX 87*. 88V 
CBmpbcO Soup 54V M . 
can Pacific ibv irv 
CpU dlles ABC 124*. 124V 
Carolina pwr J3 33 
Caterpillar 61V 6ft 
Central « sw n 27v 
Qounpion (ml 47 47 
ctiaso Msnhal 60V a,. 
Chemical Bk 5*ft S*. 
enmoa CDrp 49V 49V 
airyfler siv 52*. 
auihh Dorp 97V «7V 
Ctgna Corp 11(7. 106V 
Ctttanp 68-. 68V 
Ckrtm 76V 7SV 
Cdaltal Corp n 33V 
9»C9 Cota. 75 7SV 
Coteate-Palmottw 7tV 79, 
Cotombit Gas 4ft 43V 
Compaq Orunp 49>. 50V 
Comp ass lilt 61*. 61 
Corasra W. 40 
CDmad 69, w. 
Cons Edbaa . 29V XT, 
cons Nat Gas 44V 44V 
cooper inds 35V » 
CofaNR 38V », 
Coming ine m 2T, 
Crown CM 43 43V 
Dana QBP 28*. J9S 
Demon Hudson 7zv rr. 
Deal 30V 91V 
Delta Air Urns 7Sv 76V 
Deluxe Corp 27*. zr, 
Dtnrok £dbtm 33 32V 
QWIBI Equip 58*. 56V 
DtHud Dept 51 28V 20V 
Dtswy (Won 61V 61V 
DunUnkm KB 3*h tft 
nonefleylMO V. 3ft 
Dowr euro W 39 
Dtro Chantcal lOV ros 
now Jona 3JV 3ft 
Dresser 23 22*1 
Duke FWrof 45V 45V 
Don a Btdniwt 6ft 62*. 
DU rom 67V 67*. 
Eastman Kodak 69V MV 
Baum cotp 55v 55V 

S2V 52*. 
9ft 47V 

11(7. 106V 
68*, 68V 
76V 75V 
33 33V 
75 79V 

Nor 29 Nor 28 
midday dose 

Emerson Elec 76V 7jv 
EngElhud COra . 23V Z3V 
Enron Corp J7V 37*. 
Energy 27*. ztv 
Ethyl carp 12V 12*. 
Enon 7tft 79*, 
FMC Dap 75V 74V 
FPL Group 4Ji 43V 
Federal Express 76 76V 
Fed NU 108 108V 
First Chicago 70*. W. 
Flee Internal* 136V [37 
First Union Bky 7V 7*. 
Fleet Ftnl Grp 40V 4lv 
Fluor Carp UV 63V 
Ford Motor - 28V 28V 
GTE Carp 43v 43*. 
Gatmen 60V 6iv 
Gap Inc Del 49>, 51 
Gen Dynamics 59*. s*ft 
Gen EHctrtc 6ft ft TV 
GtsvMHb 55*i 55 
Gen Motors Vf, 4ft 
Geo Reinsurance I49*i ISO*, 
Gen Signal 32', 3ft 
Gamine ruts w, 39V 
Georgia Pac 7ft 78 
Gineae 51V 5ft 
Glaxo Welle ADR 26V Z7V 
Ooodndl (BF) 70 70V 
Goodyear Tire 42*, 4ft 
Grace (wajQ 6lv cov 
Gn All Pac Tea 21V ziv 
Great WSB1 Fin 25V 26 
HaUrtnirtcm 43 43 
Hanxnrn General «7. 4t 
Helm tm 3IV jiv 
Henrahs ' 55 55V 
Herahey Foods eov 60*. 
Hewlett Pacfcud 86V 86V 
Huron Hotels 64*. 64V 
HOW Depot 44V 44V l 
HomeaakE Mng Ibv ift 
HOfltywtil 47*1 47V I 
Housdroui tad W, 59 I 
Houston Inds 46V 46v 
Humana 25V 24*. 
flT Corp 121*. 121V 
IDtnots Tool 63V 63*. 
minova 28V 28', 
INCO 35*. 36*. 
IngenoH Rand 37*. m 
Inland sued 27 2ft 
Intel Ctnp 62*. 63V 
IBM 97 97 
inu Ftov a fit si*, siv 
Ind paper Sr, 37v 
James Rtrer Va 3iv 31V 
Jhnsi a Jtrnsn 8ft 85*. 
WUlB 78V 76V 
Rerr-MeGee 58V 5ff, 
Kltnoertydartt 76V 76', 
Kman 7V 7V 
Rnlgm-Rldder 66 65V 
uuy ran w. 9ev 
Umtted Inc I7V itv 
Lincoln Nos 4ft -to*. 

■H’. 44*. 
Ltt ClaRioilW 24*. 29S 
LocUMed Martin 73V rr. 
Louisiana Pac aft 2sv 
MO Comm 36*. 26'. 
Minion lot 38*. 38*. 
Marsh a McLtm 86*. at*. 
Masco corp 30*. »v 
Mar Dept Sl C, 44 
Maynecnra » aov 
Mcttmolds 44V 44V 
McDonnell □ m m 
MoGraw HU1 84*. 8ft 
Mead corp 56V 56*. 
Medtronic S3V 53*. 
Meto Bk 54 54 
MeMBtf Corp X 30 
Men* Ine to. w, 
MW«| Lynen ssv S4v 
“|00«B 8T. 91V 
Mlmusma Mine 65 
MOUI Corp 104\ hhv 
“onarnn lift ii4V 
S3S5 ‘P w, Tm Mol arms tne 62V as 
Nia Semi 22*. ji*. 
N»« Service ind sr. 32s 

10*. up, 
NBOBMCwp 38*. 34., 
NY Tiroes a », w, 
Ncwmom Mng «r. J|.| 
Nlag Mottowk *)*, 9 
NUe B S+I, sf* 
NL Industries i:v Jft 
»£ram taro r. g 
rniiuMmin jot. Ani_ 
NroWksthni 76*, 

47V 3v 
Nowea Corp J2 Tr_ 
Njnex Cotp so*, v*. 
OaSdcnui Pet a* g1 
Ohio Edison 5.; 5,* 
Oracle a/. _ * 

Nov 2D New 28 
rnUday dose 

Otyx Energy CO 12*. 12V 
Owens corning 44*. 44V 
PPG Industries 45*. 45V 
PNC Bank 29V 29V 
PP*L Res 24*. MV 
Paccar inc 43*. 44*i 
Pwdflcrop 19V Ift 
Pac Enterprises 2ft 2ft 
Pac Gas a Elea 27V zp. 
Pic Teiesa 30v 30 
Pan carp 2ft aft 
Panhandle East 27V Z7*. 
Peoo Energy 29V 2ft 
Pennqr ocj 47*. 47*. 
PenmaU 39*, 3ft 
PepsiCo 54V 54V 
Pmer 58V Sft 
Ptaim a upjhn 35V MV 
Phelps Dodge 66*. 67V 
PWIlp Monte 89*. 90V 
PWlllps PH 3ft 33V 
Pinny BOWS 44*, 44V 
Polaroid 45V 45*. 
PitaCftscn 16*. ift 
Procter a Gmbl 85*. lift 
Providian 39V jft 
Pub sen E 8 G 29V 2ft 
Quaker Oars 34V 34*. 
Raw on Purina 63*. w. 
ttayrdieiii corp 52*. sr. 
RiVibeun 44', 44V 
Seelx* Ind 28V 28V 
tanolds Metals 57V 57V 
"^WSiya 50V 50V 

Ind 48*. 48V 
Ratal A Haas eo CO 
Royal Duxes |29V 129V 

SBC Comms 5*v 54V 
SotaxiCOTO 71*. 71V 
51 Pool's Cos 55V 55V 
Solomon Inc 35V 35V 
Sara lee Corp 32 32V 

, *55!P _ is*, isv 
s*?1"* """t® Sff* 57 
ScUumberger 64V Cd 
Sctra Paper 56V 57 
Seagram 37*. 37*. 
Sean Roebuck Wl y*. 
Shell Titans 75 75 
Shctwtn Wilms an on 
fW* Crop 18*. ift 
SnapOnrrooli 44V 44V 
swam Co 23s 23s 
Sprint Cum n 
SranttylSks 3ft 50 
Sun cam party 28V jg 

84 SIV 
68V 6ft 

spwi Corp Jo*. JI 
TRW Inc *re 7FL 
TCCHKB 2S zs 

HF” 1S “ 

Texas trai ^ 
T^M Utilities 38V »v 
TeanMi 741, 7<l 

Warner 

4ft 3k 
42* * Ul 22u 2ft 
ST48 a ^ 

7}*? La to A?, 12*, 

S11* »» 
US Inds ^ ^ 

Marathon ^ jR 
JS«* lift 
Ii2 S 49*, 4ft 
gfijoA « «v 

usractaJ/1 ^ 
KCorp ij* JJ; 

26V 27V 

wa7«d, K S. 
24V 34V 

213*1 214*. 

1 » 
"wtwonli S u>\ 
WjWty iWmj jr 47V i? 

ft t 

i ■ 

.vi 
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Hotline on 
deadline 
MY HEART goes out to 
PHH, the vehide manage¬ 
ment services group; 
which set up a special 
Budget Hotline on 01793- 
885015 and then sat there 
waiting for the phone to 
ring. When I tried the 
□umber several times on 
Tuesday, I could not get 
through. On checking the 
number with BT, I was 
informed; “It’s a spare line, 
but without a subscriber*'. 
Meanwhile, PHH’s team 
of five experts sat in a 
roam waiting for the 
phone to ring. They waited 
and waited and waited. 
There was a technical 
fault at our end," a voice 
which sounded obviously 
relieved to talk to some¬ 
body echoed from an emp¬ 
ty room yesterday, “it did 
ring once... but it was a 
wrong number”. 

Switched off 
A WONDERFULLY Irish 
tax avoidance scheme has 
been cruelly curtailed by 
the Budget Drivers from 
Northern Ireland had 
been crossing the border 
into die Republic to fiU up 
with cheap gas oil — 
intended for agricultural 
use — and driving back 
again to show a consider¬ 
able saving on their motor¬ 
ing costs — as red diesel 
has 2.33p/litre duty 
against M3p/litre for or¬ 
dinary diesel HM Cus¬ 
toms and Exrise were 
powerless to stop them 
because of an EU agree¬ 
ment under whkh diesel 
imported in fuel tanks was 
exempt from duty. This 
loophole has. now been 
dosed, much to the disap¬ 
pointment of a ban d of 
entrepreneurs who had set 
op filling stations the 
length of die bonier. 

Tasfyspread 
IT WAS NOT only whisky 
drinkers who benefited 
from die Budget The 
Chancellor took only 68 
minutes to deliver his 
speech which means the 
hordes who placed spread 
bets with City Index and 
Sporting Index have been 
raking it in. The spread at 
City Index was 83-87 min¬ 
utes. and at Sporting In¬ 
dex 82-86 minutes. 
Sporting Index admits. 
“we were off-track’’, and 

“If s a dividend from 
National Home Loans” 

graciously sends congratu¬ 
lations to all the winners. 

On the scent 

gestion to name a 
Airways perfume comes 
from a very wefl qualified 
lady, who once worked as 
ground staff for Iceland 
Air. Haftiis Bennett of 
Wembley was given a one- 
fa onrfree flying lesson fay: 
hex family one Christmas, 
became hooked, took les¬ 
sons —r and qualified as a 
private plot to fir singfe. 
engine aircraft at die,' 
tender age of 501 She says: 
Take it mm a lady pass¬ 
ionate about flying, the ; 
name of the BA fragrance 
just hast® be Soaring”. 

Body politic 
PADDY ASHDOWN, 
fielding questionsat a' 
G^nnan-Bntish Chamber 
of Industry .mid Com¬ 
merce hmdi at the Dor¬ 
chester, said he liked to 
think of labour and the 
Conservatives as the 
Marks & Spencers of Brit¬ 
ish politics, white Iris own 
liberal Democrats wasT 
the Body Shop—the niche 
marketers. .... ‘J 

Coun Campbell 

mm 

A shortfall in 
tax revenues 

and overshoot 

on public 

spending 

trapped Clarke On Tuesday after¬ 
noon, just after 
Kenneth Clarice sat 
down in the Com¬ 

mons, 1 asked a senior Trea¬ 
sury official what had 
happened to all the money the 
Chancellor had been expected 
to use cm tax cuts and reduc¬ 
tions in the PSBR. The official, 
suddenly liberated from Bud¬ 
get purdah, replied with won¬ 
derful directness: “We test it” 

Those three words, as well 
as demonstrating that some 
Treasury officials may actual¬ 
ly have human souls, said 
everything we need to know 
about the Budget. So let me 
devote the next 1400 words to 
explicating this Delphic 
trionyra. 

Let me begin with the £7 
billion the Treasury has mis¬ 
laid through tax shortfalls. 
The Budget has proved yet 
again what a disaster befell 
me Government and the coun¬ 
try when Norman Lament de¬ 
rided to give the Bank of Eng¬ 
land a dominant role in the 
setting of interest rales. TYeas- 
ury say that a E7 trill¬ 
ion revenue loss was far too 
big to be explained by the 
slowdown in economic growth 
after the Bank started raising 
interest rates at the end of last 
year. 

“Changes in behaviour" 
appear to have dramatically 
reduced the yields from Cor¬ 
poration Tax and VAT (which 
rather begs the question of 
why nothing was done in file 
Budget to raise more revenues 
from. die.corporate sector, for 
example1 through a utility 
windfall tea). But while avoid¬ 
ance activity may have ac¬ 
counted for most of the 
revenue shortfall, economic 
weakness also played an im¬ 
portant rote 

So far in the 1995-96 finan¬ 
cial year, the economy has 
grown by IS per cart com¬ 
pared with a year earlier. This 
compares with the 1994 Bud¬ 
get forecast of 325 per cent 
growth. According to the TVea-. 
stay's published estimates, 
this shortfall in growth should 
reduce government revenues 
by about £1.6 billion this 
financial year and by about £3 

£ million 

Outturn 
1994-06 

Outturn 
1995-96 

Now Rons 
1996-07 1997-98 

Change* from previous plans 
1998-99 199696 199697 1997-98 

Defence 
Foreign OUce 
Overseas Development 
Ap-icufturB, Fisheries and Food 
Trade end todusby- 

t end Industry - Nat bide 
ECQD 
Transport 
DOE-Housing 
DOE - Urban and Environment 
DOE - Local govarmant 
Home Office 

EduCTflonmd^^rtoyment 
National Heritage . 
Health 
of which NHS 
Long term care 

Scotland 
Wales 
Northern Ireland 
Chancelor's departments 
Cabinet office 

i Commuitflea 
I authority 

sett-flnanoed expenditure 
Contingency Reserve 

Control Total 

22562 21210 21420 21910 22820 -500 -500 -400 
1284 1470 1090 1110 1110 310 -70 -70 
2389 2370 2290 2370 2420 10 -130 -110 
2430 2930 3020 2900 gtwn -100 10 0 

2806 3240 3200 3130 3120 30 50 -50 
579 430 -290 -190 -270 -60 -40 480 
-11 30 10 0 -10 40 0 0 

6937 4820 4180 4660 4410 240 -190 -350 
7173 8700 5840 5680 8050 -10 -880 -1100 
2475 2370 2400 2270 2050 40 70 -40 

29913 30320 31320 31380 31530 10 430 530 
6258 6600 6520 ■ 6640 8760 170 50 -10 
2596 2710 2720 2750 2880 -90 -170 -140 

13573 .14190 14040 14510 14520 -10 -430 120 
964 1020 960 940 940 20 0 10 

31582 32930 33750 34180 34970 0 520 120 
3057B 31960 33050 .33910 34700 0 120 130 

60 60 60 80 80 
70405 73730 76810 79600 82250 1160 1040 550 
14078 14470 14550 14690 14800 30- -70 10 

6557 8720 8800 6830 6860 -60 -70 -100 
7408 7820 8010 8210 8270 110 130 190 
3351 3300 3200 3120 3100 30 -60 -100 
944 1120 960 970 930 170 100 80 

1235 2890 2300 2500 1500 70 -470 -140 

11781 12300 12500 13000 13300 600 600 700 
2500 5000 7500 -3000 -3200 -3700 

248229 255500 280200 268200 275600 -800 -3200 -3500 

Saves: H M Treasury 

billion in 1996-97. 
The mandarins see tins as a 

tiny figure in die context of 
total government revenues 
estimated at £285 billion in 
1996-97. But as Mr Qarke said 
on Tuesday, the PSBR is a 
small nuniber figure which 
depends on the difference be¬ 
tween two very trig numbers. 
This is true a fortiori qf die 
amount of money available to 
a Chancellor to give back in 
tax cuts. . . 

It is worth reflecting on how 
the Budget judgment might 
have been altered if that £3 
billion of revenues had not 
been squeezed out of existence 
by die over-restrictive mone¬ 
tary policy, demanded by Ed¬ 
die George. If Mr Clarke had 
wanted to reinforce his image 
as the Iron Chancellor, he 
could have delighted tbe finan¬ 

cial markets by announcing a 
PSBR of below £20 trillion for 
199647. Alternatively, his 
scope to make tax cuts this 
week could have been dou¬ 
bled. With £6 billion to hand 
back instead of £3 billion. Mr 
Clarke could, for example, 
have answered his backbench¬ 
ers’ prayers (though not, I 
must admit, my own prefer¬ 
ences) by cutting die standard 
rate of tax by 3p. . 

Is there any chance of the 
Treasury recovering some of 
die “lost” tax money? That 
depends entirely on what Mr 
Ctarfffe does on interest rates. 

Interest rates will obviously 
tell after this Budget. The 
certainty which die City now 
feds on this question is a 
measure not of the Chancel¬ 
lor's fiscal prudence but of fee 
Govemmenrs desperation — 
for tax revenues as wefl as for 
votes: Indeed, the Halifax 
Building Society jumped the 
gun yesterday by.announcing 
a cut in its mortgage rate. But 
how different would the mess¬ 
age have been, both in political 

and economic terms, if the rate 
cut had been announced in¬ 
stead by the Chancellor in the- 
Budget 

An immediate cut in interest 
rates t- with another firmly 
promised for next year if (be 
economy and the housing 
market remained weak — 
should have been presented as 
an integral part of the Budget 
package, indeed as its very 
core. An explicit promise to. 
reduce interest rates in re¬ 
sponse to signs of economic 
weakness would have allowed 
the Chancellor to offer a 
credflrie guarantee against the 
recession dreaded by voters 
and the overshoot in public 
borrowing which worries in-, 
vestors. Such a guarantee 
could have gone a long way to 
restore confidence in the City 
and the business community, 
as well as boosting tee hous¬ 
ing market and reassuring 
insecure voters. .. . 

Yet. tee Chancellor has 
slavishly tee monrtiw- 

ist orthodoxy which Says that 
monetary .decisions must be 

other issues of economic 
policy. Since Mr Clarke is so 
timid, perhaps the chairman 
of the Halifax should be 
invited to deliver next years 
Budget instead. 

Now let us turn to the 
money dropped on tee spend¬ 
ing side of the ledger. Prior to 
the Budget, many commenta¬ 
tes (myietf induded) believed 
teat fixe Chancellor could easi¬ 
ly cut £5 billion or £6 trillion 
our of the £260 bfltion public 
expenditure “control total”, 
even after allowing some extra 
spending an education and 
health. But, in tee event, he 
saved only £32 bfflkm. The 
difference between Mr 
darkes achievements and the 
expectations was equivalent to 
about 1.5p off the standard rate 
of tax. 

‘ A glance at tee main spend¬ 
ing table from the Budget 
“Red Book” shows how this 
money was “lost”. The bottom 
line of the table shows teat 
£32 billion has been cut from 
the contingency reserve This 

Lignite a cheaper power source for Northern Ireland 
From Mr Charles T. Morin 
Sir, Northern Ireland Electric 
,(NIE) is reported to be.Yoak- 
ing too much profit ... dec- 
tnefly costs more in Northern 
Irdandtean in.tef restoftee 
UK* aiccordmg to fee all¬ 
party NbrthemlM At 
'Jams Select Comiriitiee fNIE 
Ipo much profi^Noyember 
23).Why,sixri4djQ^s|emam. so 
to th^-future? 

? Northern . Irmod has over 
one htlfiftn : frmrtfs. of good 
quality, low-sulphur. lignite 
coal in three prweh. deposits. 

from Scottish coal by undersea 
cableto Larne. British Gas is 
to jape in gas to Baflyiumfard. 
an etectricity generating sta¬ 
tion on the County Antrim 

surface, issuitafelefbr forW^cost 

yr-rr,-”"" -_tj. 
jriy several mne-moate dec- 
^ieftygenerating stations. 

T ignite would produce 
(heap power, something tee 
coal and oS currency to use do 
hot seem to be able to da 

Aod what is planned far the 
future? There :are\pfems to 
import expensife power from 
mainland UK through two of 
our recentityprivatised utili- 

In the Province, one 
tfeporit at Cramfin. wiffl a 
-proven200nnffion tames, has. 
already been .part-developed, 
lignite from.'a trial pit has 
been* shown to be ideal far 

;ia a p&wer station, 
of tee land required 

haS beeh purchased arid some 
of tee p$6*astefl!ty work has 
been copipfe&^ The deposit 
couWs^iporta^OO-megawatt 
stetm^adpacem to tefr open 
pit 

ties. Scottish Electricity is to 
bring m dedriefiy generated 

Further north, reserves ex¬ 
ceed 600 million tames.at 
ltottymooey. One company is 
poised to complete land pur¬ 
chase apd fedihfcal studies, 
confident it can supply up to 
1,000 megawatts into tbepow* 
er grid. Both of these deposits 
could be brought into produc¬ 
tion at no capital cost to the 
public purse. 

Environmentalists should 

note modern lignite mining 
wifi never again produce the • 
despoliation seen, to tee old 
lignite mining arras of East 
Germany. Ample safeguards 
wfll be built m to gfcmmng 
permission. • 

Jobs will becreateditir each, 
power statical, arouridi^OO to 
2,000 during canstrucficto aid 
300 permanent jobs-,there¬ 
after. The 
will bring to anotee^ 2G0 to 
300 jobs to support and ser¬ 
vices industries. 

Northern Irefand cpuld be 
an exporter of etectricity, to 
mainland Britain and to the 
Irish Republic. We are never 
going to get cheap jwwer from 
our owngenerators'—Iistea to 
tee squeals from our industry 
at tee ever-increastog power 
costs, way above inflation. We 
could get cheap etectricity 
friom Northern Ireland.. 
Yours feitefufiy, 
CHARLES T. MORLEY, 
Oak Lodge, 
3 Station Road, 
Budleigh Saitertnn. 
Devon. 

Real first duty 
of management 
From W;J Morgan 
Sir, 1 am most surprised to 
read teat Mr N.F Durrani 
considers tee first duty of tee 
directors aid management , of 
any company is to .. 
holders. How can he be so 
naive? . > 

It is several yean since Mr. 
Jo Grimond (later to became 
Lord Grimond) wrote that 
public companies are run far 
tee benefit of tee directors, 
and this dictum is just as true 
today as it was then. 
YoursfaithMy, 
W. J. MORGAN, 
16BeritecroftCo(irt, 
Four Oaks Road, 
Sutton Coldfield, 
West Midlands. 

Letters to tee 
Business and 

Finance section 
of The Times 
can be sent 
by fax on 

0171-782 5112. 

■ , 

was very much as expected. 
The surprise was drat the 
Chancellor failed to find any 
savings on top of this sum. 
Specifically, there is no sign of 
the £1.5 billion that might nave 
been saved in the current 
financial year because infla¬ 
tion, as measured by the GDP 
deflator, has turned out 05 
percentage points lower than 
the Treasury had projected. 
There is also no trace of the £2 
hniicRi taken out of capital 
programmes via the private 
finance initiative or of the 
much discussed but as yet 
unquantified reduction in ad¬ 
ministrative running costs. 
Taken together, these savings 
should easily have added up to 
the missing £2-£3 billion. So 
where did mis money go? 

The answer can be seen 
more dearly by looking at the 
money that is bong spent this 

'an at speculative pro- E; about 1996-97. The 
line of the table shows 

that spending this year will be 
£800 million lower than 
planned, even though inflation 
and administrative savings 
should have taken some £2 
billion out of public spending. 
The reality is that most of the 
money that was saved through 
tighter administration, low in¬ 
flation and now the private 
finace initiative is being spent 
on over-runs dsewhere. 

Looking again at 1995-96. 
there have been huge overruns 
at tee Foreign Office (BlOm), 
Transport (£240m), tee Home 
Office (£170m). Social Security 
(ELI bflfioti), the Cabinet Of¬ 
fice (£170m) and local authori¬ 
ties (£600m). Each of these has 
a respectable explanation. The 
main ones are as follows: 
Bosnia: Channel Tunnel rail 
link delays; police and prisons; 
rising take-up of disability 
benefits; civil service redun¬ 
dancy payments; and educa¬ 
tion spending. 

AQ these may be perfectly 
good causes on which to spend 
public money and tee same 
may be true of tee new public 
expenditure programmes an¬ 
nounced cm Tuesday by Mr 
Clarke: the extra money for 
nursery vouchers and assisted 
places; the additional money 
allocated to health trusts; the 
5,000 extra policemen and so 
on. But if the Government 
keeps inventing extra pro¬ 
grammes, it can hardly expect 
me same money to be left for 
tax cuts at the end of the year. 
The same is true of all the 
managerial efficiencies and 
spending reductions that Toy 
ministers constantly boast of. 

Under Britain’s present sys¬ 
tem of running the public 
sector, the savings supposedly 
generated by slash-and-burn 
management consultants and 
right-wing ministers usually 
go straight back into extra 
public spending. Indeed, there 
is no disgrace for any depart¬ 
ment in overshooting its tar¬ 
gets. The Treasury is satisfied 
as long as some money can be 
squeezed out of another de¬ 
partment or the contingency 
reserve. 

This self-perpetuating quali¬ 
ty of public spending may or 
may not seem desirable, de¬ 
pending on your political point 
of viqv. But it is certainly far 
removed from Thattherite ide¬ 
ology. It tells us not wily why 
the Treasury has “lost" our 
money, but also why tee 
Tbries have lost their way. 

Amsa shows 
it means 

business in 
Latin America 
Colin Campbell on Minorco’s 

commitment to a continent 

Minorca the inter¬ 
national natural 
resources group, is 

marching through the world 
with pick and cheque book. 

This week, it was the 
purchase afTDcan Holdings, 
tee UK's seventh largest 
producer of aggregates, from 
BTR for £330 million in a 
further expansion of its ag¬ 
gregates interests. 

Last week, in the third deal 
within four years in eastern 
Germany, Minorco acquired 
another sand and gravel 
operation, this time paying 
$44 million. In Ireland, 
Minorco, in partnership 
with Ivemia West, is spend¬ 
ing- $180 million on the 
lisheen rinedead deposit. 

Meanwhile, in South 
America between now and 
the year 2001, Amsa, its 
wholly owned subsidiary, 
together with strong finan¬ 
cial partners, is committing 
itself to five mining projects 
in five countries. 

lira South American pro¬ 
gramme is billed at $4 bil¬ 
lion, of which Minorco's 
share is $2 billion. The terri¬ 
tory stretches from Argen¬ 
tina to Venezuela, from Braz¬ 
il to Chile. The focus is on 
copper, nickel and gold in a 
continent which is a treasure 
trove of de¬ 
posits waiting 
to be develop¬ 
ed. Amsa first 
put a foot in 
Latin Ameri¬ 
ca in tee 
1970s. By the 
early 1990s. it 
had become 
the largest __ 
and most di¬ 
versified private 

tee contir 

smelter and refinery. In 
Peru, at a height of 3£00 
metres, Amsa is interested, 
with the International Fi¬ 
nance Corporation, an affili¬ 
ate of the World Bank, which 
has a 20 per cent stake, in the 
Quellaveco copper deposit. 
This venture will absorb 
$500 million. In time, more 
ventures in Peru are likely. 

In Venezuela. 80 kilo¬ 
metres from Caracas, Amsa 
has a IO per cent interest — 
with tee right to increase to 
85 per cent—in the Loma de 
Hierro nickel deposit. About 
$325 million would be need¬ 
ed redevelop it. 

But it is for the Patagonia 
region of Argentina for 
which Amsa reserves tee 
phrase “most exoting”. 
There, in 5050 partnership 
with the Perez Companc 
group, a leading Argentine 
conglomerate, geologists 
have identified what in min¬ 
ing circles is already being 
talked of as “fabulous' — 
Cent) Vanguandia, a 
deposit with extensive 
as a by-product Amsa is 
expected to announce results 
of its extensive feasibility 
study of Cerro Vanguandia 
before tee year end. 

Minorco has long been a 
cash-rich group which, when 
_ it invests, in- 

Partnerships 

are a basic 

fundamental 

of Minorco’s 

philosophy 

vests in mil¬ 
lions. Indeed. 
Minorco is 
out to ensure 
that Rarii of 
its five divi¬ 
sions — gold, 
base metals, 
paper and 
packaging, 
agribusiness- 

mining 
group on the continent To¬ 
day, an tee threshold of a 
new century, it has never 
been so positive- 

A $4 billion programme 
brings management fuD cir¬ 
cle. Guy Young, the charis¬ 
matic chief executive, said 
teat five years ago Amsa was 
“gloomy about political and 
economic prospects, and un¬ 
certain where it was going in 
South America”. 

The new air of confidence 
partly stems from the 1993 
change in “management 
controT when ownership of 
Amsa passed from South 
Africa's Anglo American 
Corporation to Minorco. 

At just this time, govern¬ 
ments across Latin America 
were opening up to interna¬ 
tional investment and en¬ 
couraging mining explora¬ 
tion. For mining groups held 
in check fay environmental 
pressures in North America 
and Australia, South Ameri¬ 
ca is the new frontier. 

The $4 billion programme 
will indude $13 bfllion far 
Collahuasi, a huge copper 
prqject in northern Chile 
jointly owned with Canada's 
Falconbridge. Collahuasi 
will be one of tee largest 
copper mines in the world 
with a life of at least 45 years. 

In northern Brazil, in part- 
nership with state-controlled 
CVRD, $13 billion will be 
spent developing the Salobo 
copper/gold deposit, and 
wfll include a dedicated 

es and industrial minerals— 
is expanded in its own right 
arid strong operating income 
flow is balanced SOUIldly 
enough to offset the volatility 
of metals cycles. 

Minorco has long been 
inbued with the philosophy 
that it cannot hope to -do 
tilings rat its own. Strategic 
partnerships are a funda¬ 
mental principle of its philos¬ 
ophy. As a consequence, 
Amsa has long been friends 
with Brazil’s Bozano Srmon- 
sen group and Argentina's 
Perez Companc group- 

But while acquisitions in 
Europe have ban catching 
this monte’s headlines, it is 
Amsa that most intrigues 
analysts. South American 
operations contributed $77 
million to Minorco's operat¬ 
ing earnings of $291 million 
in the 12 months ended 
December 1994, and 16 per 
cent, or $554 million, of 
Minorco’s 1994 total sales. 
However, as a 100 per cent 
owned subsidiary, Amsa’s 
true tight is hidden under 
Minorco’s umbrella 

A case can be made far 
listing Amsa in its own right 
on an international stock 
exchange to demonstrate its 
true varue. If not an Amsa 
listing, then Minorco itself 
might consider raising its 
own flag on a South Ameri¬ 
can stock exchange to dem¬ 
onstrate to Latin American 
investors, in whose province 
it operates, that Minorco has 
arrived and plans to stay. 
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At least one in ten City employees takes drugs, says report 
By Phjup Bassett, industrial editor 

Cannabis is die most popular drug in the City 

TEN per cent or more of City employees take 
drugs. And many of those drug users are in 
responsible jobs, handling large amounts of 
money, a leading City medical expert reports 
today. 

But cannabis, rather than the cocaine seen 
as the favourite of highflying City yuppies, is 
the City's drug of choice. 

Between 10 and 15 percent of job applicants 
in the City currently test positive for drugs, 
according to new evidence presented today by 
the Institute of Personnel and Development 
— although some City insiders may regard 
that as an underestimate. 

A study in People Management, the IPD's 
magazine, says that most of those testing 
positive are City employees applying for other 
City jobs, and are often employed dealing with 
substantial sums of money. 

Dr Michael Turner, chief medical officer for 

City Medical Services, which runs drug-testing 
programmes for businesses, says today that 
“drugs are not only readily available, but 
significant numbers of prospective employees 
regularly take them". 

He says: "Most recruits who are screened in 
the City — including those who test positive — 
are already working for financial institutions, 
often in senior positions." 

Drugs cross occupational, class and regional 
barriers, he says. "There is a perception that 
cocaine is the most commonly abused drug in 
the City. That isn’t true — cannabis is. Two out 
of every three people who test positive in the 
City have been using cannabis." 

The remainder of City drug users tend to use 
cocaine. LSD or amphetamines. Cocaine, Dr 
Turner says, is “expensive and wears off 
quickly”, and Ecstasy has "fallen into 
disrepute" because 90 per cent of wfaat is sold 

as Ecstasy turns out to be sugar. Sour or some 
other substance. 

LSD is "easy to get hold of at the moment, 
and appears to give good value for money 
because it is (heap and has a long-lasting 
effect”. 

A number of companies claim that they do 
not have a drags problem because they never 
find any used syringes in the lavatories, the 
study says, although it adds: "If you measure 
the severity of your drug problem by' the 
number of needles you find, you might as well 
give up now." 

Arguing for employers to introduce random 
drag tests of employee as well as pre- 
employment screening if they want to deter 
people from taking drugs, the IPD's study says 
that a high pefonner in the City who is found 
to be taking drugs is likely to be "dried out" 
rather titan dismissed, though people testing 

positive before being liired are alm05t aJways 

ttlr0U8h EfcOOO or more per employ- 
grammes costing gives positive- 

theo.l 
testing employees a Shell 
they are then monitored*^"^s cited as 

and British Rail®flcfeS| whifcrije Bank of 
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SSEVKSe1alK can kill quite easily, he 
is only fatal 

block of it falls on someone from a great 

height". 

National Home 
Loans returns 

to dividend list 
NATIONAL Home Loans 
(NHL), the cenrralised lender, 
signalled its return to the corp¬ 
orate fold by declaring a divid¬ 
end of Ip. its first payout in 
nearly five years. The payment 
was made in spite of a "difficult 
trading environment". 

NHL which yesterday an¬ 
nounced a 32 per cent increase 
in profits to £15.1 million in the 
year to September 30, said the 
reward for shareholders was 
“part of a progressive dividend 
policy, subject to performance 
and the prevailing capital re¬ 
quirements of the business". 

By Robert Miller 

Jonathan Perry, chairman 
of NHL said the recovery 
phase in the company's for¬ 
tunes. from corporate basket 
case in the early 1990s to a 
more prudently managed and 
broadly based business, ended 
at the start of the year with a 
£502 million rights issue and 
capital reconstruction. He 
said future growth at NHL 
would come from activities 
outside the traditional mort¬ 
gage market, such as supply¬ 
ing credit, administrative and 
debt collection skills to other 
financial services providers. 

Maxwell grief 
‘was ignored’ 

By A Correspondent 

IT WAS “shabby and gro¬ 
tesque" to suggest that Kevin 
Maxwell was motivated by 
power and the creation of 
wealth when he pledged 
shares to secure a loan for the 
ailing Maxwell empire, a 
juiy at the Central Criminal 
Court was told yesterday. 

In circumstances of “grief, 
shock and exhaustion” Kev¬ 
in was trying to save the fam¬ 
ily business, said AJun Jones, 
QC Kevin Maxwell’s coun¬ 
sel on day two of his dosing 
speech. “We argue he was 
honest to pledge the shares to 
try and save the group." 

The prosecution has said 
he was dishonest because he 
knew that £22 million of 
shares in Teva. the Israeli 
company, belonged to BIM. 
which administered the pen¬ 
sion fund, and not to the 
Maxwell Group (RMG). 

Kevin Maxwell has told 
the jury he believed his 
father, who told him during 
their last meeting that the 

shares had been transferred 
from BIM to RMG. 

Suggestions by Alan 
Suckling. QC prosecuting, 
that Kevin Maxwell had 
been motivated by power 
and the creation of wealth 
were described by Mr Jones 
as "grotesque and shabby”: 

"To say he was interested 
in power is a complete 
travesty- of the evidence you 
have heard from other wit¬ 
nesses." He said the prose¬ 
cution had not allowed for 
Kevin Maxwell’s desire to 
save a family legacy. 

Dealing with other claims 
by Mr Suckling about Kevin 
Maxwell. Mr Jones said: 
"What witness has said he 
was a bully? What witness 
has said he threatened any 
witness? The worst we have 
is that be was brisk." 

Kevin, 36. his brother lan. 
39. and Larry Trachtenberg. 
42, a former Maxwell advis¬ 
er, deny conspiracy to de¬ 
fraud the pension funds. 

utilities and local authorities. 
In July. NHL which may also 
enter the consumer lending 
market, agreed to administer 
and collect on a portfolio of 
unsecured loan balances on 
behalf or a leading US bank. 

On the old NHL Corpora¬ 
tion mortgage book, which 
has 31,646 (34,933) accounts 
with gross mortgage balances 
of £1.4 billion (£1.5 billion), 
repossessions rose in the sec¬ 
ond half to 406 from 348, 
although for the year they fell 
to 754 from 837. Traditionally, 
many borrowers with an NHL 
Corporation mortgage have 
paid higher rates than the 
prevailing standard mortgage 
rate, reflecting the overall 
quality and risk profile of the 
portfolio. The company said 
redemption rates were higher 
in the later stages of the 
financial year, primarily as a 
result of remortgage activity in 
the summer. * 

NHL’s Home loans Direct 
the group’s new lending com¬ 
pany which distributes its 
products through a network of 

i 1.600 authorised organ¬ 
isations. made offers and had 
applications in progress to 
more than 1.600 people with a 
value of £76 million. Mr fVrry 
said its new mortgage lending 
arm would not chase volume 
business at any price, arguing 
that substantial upfront in¬ 
ducements. such as the 
cashbacks and discounts 
which currently dominate the 
homeloans market, were “un¬ 
sustainable in die medium 
term as this type of lending is 
only marginally profitable". 

Mr Perry said the rise in 
NHL’s expenses of £102 mil¬ 
lion (£8.6 million), reflected a 
provision of £750,000 to cover 
redundancy costs arising from 
"a review of operations” this 
summer which resulted in 75 
job losses. Loss provisions fell 
more than 50 per cent to £42 
million compared with the 
previous financial year. 

Yoav Gottesman, the chairman of JLI, said trading conditions were difficult 

Cutback on film snacks hits JLI 

MOVIE buffs munched their 
way through less popcorn 
than expected in the summer, 
according to JLI Group, the 
snack foods company, which 
blamed the hot weather and a 
poor supply of films. 

The company also gave a 
warning of a downturn in the 
appetite for nuts, with de¬ 
mand unlikely to recover in 
the short term. As a result it is 
closing its snack-processing 

By Martin Barrow 

factory at Bootle at a cost of 
E800.000. The shares fell 7p 
yesterday after it said it would 
hold the interim dividend at 
1.65p a share for the half year 
to September 30. During the 
period, pre-tax profits rose to 
£2.8 million, from £1.7 mil¬ 
lion. assisted by a £1.4 million 
exception gain on the sale of 
Jack L Israel the import and 
distribution business. 

At die operating level prof¬ 

its dropped to £12 million 
from £22 million, with a 
decline in turnover to £40.7 
million from £542 million. 

Yoav Gottesman, the chair¬ 
man. said that the results 
were attained against a con¬ 
tinued background of difficult 
trading conditions. 

Earnings, excluding the 
exceptional gain, fell (o 22p a 
share from 2JSp. The dividend 
will be paid on February 2. 

UK and other foreign institutional investors expected to play key role 

Australia to sell rest of Commonwealth Bank 

Beazley: sale objective 

From Rachel Bridge in Sydney 

A SIGNIFICANT stake in Common¬ 
wealth Bank, one of Australia’s big¬ 
gest banks, looks set to be sold to UK 
and other foreign institutional inves¬ 
tors after the Australian Government 
yesterday signalled its intention to sell 
its entire A$5 billion (£25 billion) 
stake. 

The Government had planned to 
sell its remaining 50.4 per cent 
interest in the bank in two tranches, 
with one sale to take place by next 
June and the other in 1997. 

However. Kim Beazley. Minister 
for Finance and Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter, confirmed yesterday: “The objec¬ 

tive at this stage of the game is to look 
at a sale in its entirety this financial 
year." He added: “The sale is some¬ 
thing w« would have to give consider¬ 
ation to as we look at the advice that 
comes to us, but those are our 
intentions to this point" 

The Commonwealth Bank increased 
its profits by 44 per cent to A$983.2 
million for die year to June 1995. The 
Australian Government sold the first 
292 per cent of the bank in September 
1991 for A$l.7 billion and sold a second 
tranche of 202 per cent in November 
1993 for A$l.3 billion. 

Australian banking analysts say that 
the sale .of the shares in a single issue— 
by far the biggest in Australia—will be 

far too great for the local stock market 
to swallow. One said: “Offshore inves¬ 
tors will be the key component of this 
transaction. This is just too big to be 
done domestically." 

Selling the entire stake in one go 
would, however, enable the Austra¬ 
lian Government to balance its 
budget ahead of the Federal election, 
which must take place before May 
next year. One banking analyst said: 
“Politically and budget-mindedly, 
it’s incredibly sensible. They’re al¬ 
most dependent on it" 

The Government had budgeted for 
a small surplus of A$71S million for 
the year to June 1996, but delays in the 
sale of ANL the national shipping 

line, to Britain's P&O. and the cancella¬ 
tion of the sale of the remaining shares 
in AIDC, the finance company, mean 
that it now faces a budget deficit of 
almost A$I billion. 

However, its decision to open the 
door to a high level of foreign 
ownership could backfire — there was 
a huge outcry when foreign institutions 
ended up with about half the shares in 
Qantas, Australia’s national airline, 
after an offering this year. 

The lead managers to the sale of the 
final tranche are expected to be 
appointed next week with County 
Natwest. BZW and SBC Warburg 
understood to be the three leading 
contenders for the role. 

Power chief to get 
chair at Medeva 
MEDEVA. the drags company that attempted to merge with 
Fisons in the summer, has appointed John BaKer. tne 
chairman of National Power, to take over front Bernard 
Taylor, die outgoing chairman. Mr Taylor, who join™ 
Medeva at its formation six years ago. said he had always 
intended to retire at 60. He will step down tn April with 
enough store options to ensure him a comfortable semi- 
retirement in Australia. He has about 42 million options, 
most of which were granted at 89p. The shares traded 
yesterday at around 274p. .... 

Medeva. a medium-sized player whose speciality is vaccines 
and respiratory treatments, is trying to build up its foreign 
presence through the acquisition of both pharmaceuticals 
companies and individual products that are in their 
development stage. Fisons would have given it a ready-made 
international sales and marketing arm. Mr Baker, 57. who is 
currently a non-executive director of Medeva. will become non¬ 
executive chairman and will be working with Bill Bogie, the 
chief executive. His salary, which has not been set. will likely 
be two to three times higher than the E25.000 he receives now. 

Serna buys French stake 
SEMA GROUP, the Anglo-French systems integration and 
facilities management company, is acquiring a 40 per cent 
stake in TS FM Holdings, an outsourcing and software 
maintenance subsidiary of France Telecom, for £22.9 million. 
Sema has an option to buy a further 10 per cent stake in TS 
FM,. the outsourcing business of FTLIS, the information 
technology arm of France Telecom, for £5.9 million. The 
move follows the acquisition in 1993 by FTLIS of a 25 per cent 
stake in Serna’s outsourcing business in the UK. TS FM’s 
operations will be integrated into Serna’s worldwide network. 
TS FM tod a turnover of £672 million in 1994. 

Aetna in $4bn sale 
TRAVELERS GROUP has agreed to buy Aetna Life & 
Casualty's property and casualty business for $4 billion in 
cash, creating one of America’s largest property and casualty 
insurers. Travelers expects the acquisition to result in the 
elimination of about 3200jobs over the next two years. Both 
companies are based in Hartford. Connecticut. The new 
company will be financed by raising $900 million through 
preferred stock, $15 billion of senior debt through public 
offerings, and about $12 billion of equity both through 
private sales, including a separate $200 million investment 
from Aetna, and a public offering of common stock next year. 

Support for aerospace 
TIM EGGAR. the Minister of State for Trade and 
Industry, last night pledged the Government’s support for 
a campaign to restore die health of Britain’s aerospace 
industry and win a 13 per cent share of the world aerospace 
market. In a speech in Bristol. Mr Eggar backed his 
promise with the publication of a joint govem- 
mem/industiy statement of aims entitled Partnership in 
Aerospace. Sir Barry Duxbury, director of the Society of 
British Aerospace Companies, hailed the Government 
support for the industry's National Aerospace Framework as 
of “fundamental importance". 

Evans of Leeds ahead 
EVANS of Leeds, the property investment and development 
company, lifted pre-tax profits to ESA million from £4.6 mil¬ 
lion in the half year to September 30, reflecting an 85 per cent 
increase in the rent roll to £255 million and a 6.4 per cent rise 
in investment income to E 12.72 million. Acquisitions of invest¬ 
ment properties in the period totalled £9 million. The pro¬ 
gramme of development and refurbishments is expected to 
reach £10 million this year. Turnover was £13.1 million, 
compared with £12.3 million previously. Earnings were 3.02p 
a share, rising from 2.65p. The interim dividend is increased 
to 0.96p a share from 0.87p, payable on January 5. 

Rise in foreign firms 
MORE than a quarter of employees in manufacturing plants 
in Scotland in 1994 — estimated at 83,000 — worked for 
foreign-owned firms, according to Overseas Ownership in 
Scottish Manufacturing Industry. 1994. published by the'' 
Scortish Office. More than 56 per cent of these were in 
American-owned plants. Statistics derived from plants with 
11 or more employees show that over the ten years to 1994 the 
number of overseas-owned manufacturing plants rose bv 4 
per cent and associated employment by 15 per cent. In the 

ptantTfell sltehily!0WeVer' CmPl0y"len‘ « 

FREE EXTRA POWER on selected desktop models from Olivetti Personal Computers NOW! 

Pentium- 

For more details and the location of your nearest participating Olivetti reseller, call free on 0800 44 77 99. (9.00am - 5.30pm 

Monday - Friday. Answerphone at all other times.] 

On Internet: http://www,oliYetti,it Pentium is a registered trademark and Imd Inside is a trademark of the Intel Corp E&OE. Olivetti reserves the right to change specifications without prior notice 
oliyelti 

mit- : \ A-.: 1 ■- 

t> \JSk> 



v' •» fc. 

iK • ;n?;^ 

iVp. >?!?!# 
- *»r * , i . ^ 

H >a - Hr 

,f ■'flirts 

' ":: ■■ >4pn jjjf 

the TIMES THURSDAY NOVEMBER 30 1995 

_ACCOUNTANCY 
Teamwork is the future 

Anthony Carey believes corporate 

governance must blend ‘opposites’ 

HELEN TB1EY 

Sir Ronnie Hampel, 
chairman of the new 
committee on corporate 

governance, has said that 
sinking the right balance be¬ 
tween entrepreneurship and 
stewardship will be one of its 
key tasks. 

Fortunately, the tension be¬ 
tween the two is far less than is 
sometimes suggested by pro¬ 
tagonists of one school or the 
other. For a lean and effective 
corporate governance system, 
they need to be seen as 
indivisible elements of good 
management to be pursued 
simultaneously, rather than as 
forces pulling in opposite 
directions. 

Over the longer term, the 
top-performing companies are 
likely to continue to be those 
that satisfy the rising expecta¬ 
tions of rheir stakeholders. The 
market* in which UK com¬ 
panies operate are changing 
rapidly. The whole of the 
European Union is now our 
domestic market and. global¬ 
ly. competition is increasing. 

A communications revolu¬ 
tion is under way. Environ¬ 
mental issues are high on the 
business agenda and work 
patterns are changing. In a 
world where certainties are 
gone, companies will succeed 
only if they enjoy the trust and 
wholehearted support of their 

Profits for all- 
on the payroll 
IT IS not just Budget pundits 
who get worried about profit- 
related pay schemes. Staff at 
Price Waterhouse are too. The 
latest issue of The Reporter, 
the firm's in-house monthly, 
reflects doubts about the pay¬ 
ment of the PRP tranche for 
the 1095-96 year. "Since there 
are so many rumours circulat¬ 
ing", it says, “die firm would 
like to take this opportunity to 
confirm a payment will be 
made in December." But with 
the accounts not yet finalised 

customers, shareholders, emp¬ 
loyees and other stakeholders. 
An excessive emphasis on 
either stewardship or entre¬ 
preneurship at the expense of 
the other will not be a good 
recipe for survival, ter alone 
prosperity. 

To make a positive contribu¬ 
tion to the governance of UK- 
listed companies without 
increasing “red tape", the new 
committee should identify the 
critical success factors under¬ 
pinning world-class perfor¬ 
mance. Ensuring that board 
members, executive and non¬ 
executive, are Individually of 
the highest ability and have a 
strong sense of business eth¬ 
ics, will surely be dose to the 
top of the list. In addition, 
board members need to work 
together as a team to com¬ 
mand the confidence of their 
principal stakeholders. 

These objectives are most 
likely to be secured by all 
directors being selected 
through a formal process 
which, along with the appoint¬ 
ments themselves, should be a 
matter for the whole board. At 
present, such requirements 
apply only to non-executives. 

The process adopted should 
be disclosed in the annual 
report so that shareholders 
can have the relevant informa¬ 
tion when voting on new 

Anthony Carey says critical success factors show the way 

appointments. Further, all 
companies should prepare a 
formal job specification before 
identifying possible candi¬ 
dates for a position, and 
consider requiring the largest 
listed companies to establish 
nomination committees — 
more than 60 per cent of the 

top 250 already have them. 
Corporate governance does 
not stop at the boardroom 
door. The remit of the new 
committee includes examining 
the role of shareholders. Insti¬ 
tutional investors control 
about 70 per cent of domesti¬ 
cally-held shares in UK-listed 

no figures are available: 
“Nonetheless the firm is confi¬ 
dent that the payments will be 
in line with expectations." it 
states before adding, "you 
must be in service at the time 
of the payment to be eligible to 
receive it". Indeed. 

Paper chase 
INCORPORATION may not 
be the panacea. According to 
Robert Half, the recruitment 
consultant, young accountants 

are jumping ship from large 
accounting firms in unprece¬ 
dented numbers. A survey 
shows that much of this dis¬ 
loyalty dates bade to the sud¬ 
den redundancies of the early 
1990s as well as the fact that 
elsewhere their salaries will 
leap and their hours plummet 
But there is another factor, 
hitherto unrecorded. They 
hate the pedantic paperwork. 
“The pressure of timesheets." 
says the survey, “was a 
demoralising irritant1’ 

Ring of confidence 
TIMING, as all good finance 
directors know, is everything. 
So when Tfeny Carroll was 
finalising his thoughtful study 
of 77ie Changing Role of the 
Finance Director, (available 
from Technical Communica¬ 
tions on 01462 437075), he ap¬ 
proached captains of industry 
for comments to put in the 
foreword. "The key qualities." 
wrote one of them, indude "re¬ 
lationships with the in vest- 

companies and thus have a 
pivotal role in governance. 

A recent institute research 
study* found that most institu¬ 
tional investors were commit¬ 
ted to voting all their shares, 
but, for a variety of reasons, 
this often did not happen in 
practice. Overall, sharehold¬ 
ers cast only about 35 per cent 
of eligible votes in large listed 
companies at their AGMs. 

The study suggested com¬ 
panies should disdose the 
level of voting on each resolu¬ 
tion, institutional sharehold¬ 
ers disdose their voting record 
for their portfolio as a whole, 
and measures be introduced to 
increase the use of proxy votes. 
Ways of encouraging the indi¬ 
vidual shareholder to partici¬ 
pate more actively should also 
be identified. 

The 12 members of the 
committee have a wealth of ex¬ 
perience of managing, audit¬ 
ing. advising and investing in 
listed companies. Their verdict 
on the present state of corpor¬ 
ate governance will shape the 
way companies are run for the 
new century. 

* Voting: The Role of Institu¬ 
tional Investors in Corporate 
Governance by Dr Chris 
Mallin (for derails, tel 0171 
9208508). 

Anthony Carey, who puts a 
persona/ view, is secretary of 
the corporate governance 
group of the Institute of Char¬ 
tered Accountants in England 
and Wales. 

ment community and the abil¬ 
ity to obtain their confidence." 
On publication of the study 
last week those words of Sir 
Rocco Forte had a certain ring 
about them. 

THE ubiquitous Adrian Ran¬ 
dall, the doyen of the chari- 
ties-acccounting world, 
should need no introductions. 
Butin last week*article we ne¬ 
glected to point out that he 
heads the charities unit at the 
firm of Moores Rowland. So. 
if you didn't know lhen,you do 
now. 

Time runs short 
for tax reform 

Robert Bruce 

THE evidence mounts. There is not only die 
usual mass of legislation in the small print of 
the Budget and the additional press releases. 
That is. in effect, the evidence for the defence. 
The evidence for the prosecution received 
another boost last week until the publication 
of the interim report on tax legislation from 
the Tax Law' Review Committee (TLRC). The 
case, for which the evidence is accumulat¬ 
ing, is tax simplification. 

There is urgency here. The next evidence 
arrives from the Inland Revenue. Under a pi¬ 
oneering amendment to this year’s Finance 
Ad. the Revenue is compelled to publish its 
report on tax simplification tty the year end. 
This is unprecedented and it is likely the 
Revenue will take a cautious line. 

Ernst & Young published its assessment 
under the title Slipping up on the Road to 
Tax Reform. "Throughout the year," said the 
report, "there have been signs that the 
Revenue’s boffins have been toiling away on 
this report. Strange ideas have been spotted 
floating through the sky. 
rather like fiscal UFOs ven- __ 
erable old proposals have (5 
been exhumed from the Jwg 
ground and aired; teams of 
taxmen have thumbed suspi- 
rionsly through the slender wtsBL. 
volumes containing the tax 
statutes of other nations". 

Now they have theTLRCs wSftST* 
interim report, they must 
know time is running ouL In 
February the Financial Sec- WKL ■ 
retary to the Treasury as- 
sured tax practitioners “the _ 
Revenue will want to lake 
full account of the progress 
of the TLRC". But now it is _ 
published, 1 doubt they will 1^01 
draw any comfort ixUJ 

The game is given away Br 
before you so much as turn ^ 
over the first page of the 
report The foreword is written by Lord 
Howe of Aberavon. the committee’s presi¬ 
dent a man who presided over numerous 
Budgets while Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
In Opposition in 1977, he made a speech in 
which he denounced "the incoherent drift 
towards a tax system that is incomprehensi¬ 
ble. nnrespected, unenforceable — and 
spinning like a top". Then there was a change 
of Government and as its first Chancellor, ne 
was in a position to do something about it 

His words in this foreword are mournful. 
“No, alas, after years in Government almost 
half of them as Chancellor or Leader of the 
House and in a position, or so it might be 
thought to do something about all this. I 
have to confess nothing has changed." He 

Robert 
Bruce 

concludes "We did not tzy hard enough”, and 
hopes that This strikingly dear report wQl 
inspire a fresh generation to try again". 

Certainly the report should do that. The 
question is whether the entrenched and 
defensive souls at the Revenue, so used to 
getting it in the neck from political masters 
and from tax practitioners as well as the 
traditional complaints of the taxpayers, will 
want; or be be able, to do anything about it. 

The committee’s main points arc straight¬ 
forward. The report rejects the usual Reve¬ 
nue argument that simplifying something 
means that it loses precision and so is open to 
abuse. It makes the point that the language of 
tax legislation is aimed at the courts and not 
at the users. That is the first part of the thicket 
to be cleared away. "We have no doubt that 
tax legislation can be written in an accessible 
style, that it can be no less accurate than the 
current drafting style, and that there would 
be very substantial benefits for taxpayers, 
practitioners and government if it were." To 

make it clearer, the commit¬ 
tee has redrafted two exam- 
pies and published them 
with the report. What is re- 

BMTRHfr markable about these Is that 
not only is the language 
wonderfully dearer, but the 

j. j purpose of the legislation 
^ shines out as well. The 

'V] second point is that much of 
the most complex legislation 
runs into a morass because 
oo one is dear on its effects. 

This was precis dy why 
_ there is still such a fuss about 

the Paramount Airways 
case. That came about be- 

_ cause the intention of an 
p.prp amendment to legislation 

f was made clear in meetings 
t with Government but was 

never set down dearly. 
Hence the committee's view 

that explanatory memoranda should be 
published to complement the Finance BilL 
"This might indude background material, a 
note of the purpose of each clause and how it 
would operate, worked examples, answers to 
difficult points, or any other relevant matter." 

Thirdly, to get around the problem of a 
government saying that rewriting all of the 
nation’s tax legislation would cost too much, 
a pilot project is recommended. After that a 
sensible decision based on costs and benefits 
amid be taken. Time is running short and 
legislation is only going to become more 
complex. 

In 20 years, will a future Lord Clarke of 
Trent Bridge be shedding tears of remorse 
over lost opportunities? 
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Early gains fail to hold 
TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
&ie previous day’s dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 

price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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TAX PROBLEMS? 
Do you have tax difficulties? 

Ring this number for speedy and 
authoritative advice 

tft^52 333511 

L111 2-1— 'im i ... ■ 1 ** 

We provide a high level, experienced and successful service for all aspects 

of tax planning and tax relief. With 820 partners, 182 member firms, 

292 offices and a highly skilled Tax PaneL 

This is the combined resource for specialist tax assistance available locally 

(and affordably) through your nearest UK 200 Group accountant 

Phone now or write to the address below 
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Benefits to 
rise 3.9% 

next April 
By Our Business Staff 

PETER ULLEY, the Secre¬ 
tary of State fat Social Sec¬ 
urity, ins uprated social 
security benefits in line with 
inflation from next ApriL 
Contributory benefits, indud- 
ing retirement pensions, will 
rise by 3.9 pear cent in line 
with the retafl price index For 
September 1995. 

The standard rate of retirey 
meat pension wQ] rise by 

£230 a week for a single per¬ 
son to £61.15 and by £3.65 to 
£97.75 for couples. The DSS 
said the cost of the increases 
is likely to be £2.7 billion in 
the 199647 financial year. 

Mr Lflley also announced 
a plan to restructure benefits 
for lone parents. The benefits 
system has acquired a num¬ 
ber of elements of special help 
exclusively for lone paicuts 
which are not available to 
two-parent families- Help for 
couples and lone parents win 
gradually be brought into 
tine but with no reduction in 
cash value of benefits people 
currently receive. 

Rates of lone-parent prem¬ 
ium paid with income-related 
benefits and aneparent bene¬ 
fit will be unchanged. 

PROPOSED SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS FROM APRIL 1996 
Rates Weekly unless otherwise fncficated. 

Hgtarnts 
Lower rate 

£46.70 
£31.20 

1W6107 

&48J3Q . 

£31.40 

1095/96 199Q/97; 

Only, eider or ©West for whom 
ctdd benefit Is payable Cl 040 
each subsequent chfld £8.45 

CNdcndb 
under 11 
it to 15 
15 to 17 
18 

£11.40 
£1850 
£23.45 
£32.80 

£I1J5 
£1948 

£24.15 

E1QJB0 
BUBO 

Personal aRowsnces 

2Soromr 
Lone parenMB or over 
Goupte-one or berth over 18 

Dependant chidren 
Under 11 
11 to 15 
181017 
18' 

£36.80 
£4650 

B4&50 
£73.00 

class 
£23.40 
S2BJ0Q 
£36.80 

£37JO 
£47JO 
tiffJO ; 
STUD 

CI&45 
£24.10 

237 JO 

Personal aflowances; 
Single 

16to24 • 
Lorn parent 
Under 18 
18 or over 
Couple 
Both under 18 
One or both under 18 
Dependent chBOm 
Under 11 
111015 
161017 
1636J037J0 

£38180 
£4650 

£3650 

C46L50 

£5555 
£73.00 

£15J5 
£2340 
£28.00 
£36.90 

£37JO 
£47JO 

£47JO 

£57JO 
£7520 

£1645 
£24.10 

£37JO 

Cere Component 

lowest 
MobBty Component 
Higher 

Lower 

£46.70 
£3120 

£1240 

£3265 
£12.40 

£4850 
£3240 

E12JD 

£33JO 

C12J0 

KwaDd Cara Abnyance 
Unemployment Benefit 
(daily rate) 
Unemptoymert Benefit 
(max wMy amount) 
Therapeufic earnings Omit 
InduaOW iryurte eeminga level* 
War penstomre eamtoge lever 
Maternity aflowance 
■ParAmun 

£50 JO 
£2.00 

E5&00 

£44JO 
£228850 
pooaa nn 

£27 JO 

£5040 ' 
£2JQ 

£61 JO 

£4550 

£238850 
E2366J0 
£2855 

Long-term 
Sxxtterm 
(under pension age} 
lower rate 
higher rate 
Shortterm 
(over pension age) 
lower & higher rate 
Increase of Longterm Incap. 
benefit (or age 
higher rate 
lower rate 
Invalidity Allowance 
(Transitional} 
higher rate 
middle rale 
lower rate 

Personal alowmeae 
Single 
under 18-usual rate 
181024 
25 or over 

One parent 
under 18-usual rate 
18 or over 
Couple, 

both under IB 
One or both t8 or over 
Dependant eftidran 
raider 11 
11 to IS 
16 to 17 
18 
Residential ABowancs 
(except Greater London) 
Greeter London 
Premiums 
FamBy 
Lone parent 
Peneioner 

1995/9$ 199WT 

f-aann . mwi- 

£36.80 £3f7JB - 
£4850 

£28.00 £2855 - 
£4650 £4750, 

£5556 £5720 
£73.00 £2528 

£1555 : £UE45 
£2340 
£2950 
£3650 £37JO 

£5150 StiUB 
£5750 raOOO 

Carer 
Maximum amounts for 
accommodation and maria fri 
realdantU care homes 

Old age 
Very dependent eideriy 
Mental dtecmler (not handicap) 
Diug^ehohoi dependence 
Mental hancBcap 
Physical disablement 

Under pension age 
Over pension age 

1895/96 1996/97 

£12.60 £1350 

£19750 £20350 
£227.00 £23450 
£20750 E2VUU 
£207.00 £21450 
£237.00 £24450 

£25750 E27S50 
£19750 £20850' 

Widows pension 
higher rate 
lower rate 

£5855 £81.15 
£1756 £1655 

£1055 am 12**!^™™**18 
with dependants 

100% 
fsan wan 

£5655 £61.15 sngte 

£4440 
£5250 

£48.15 
£5456 

couple 

Pensioner (enhanced) 
eingie 
coupta 
Pensioner (h^w) 

£56.45 £3855 couple 

H2JCT 

£855 C0Upto 
Severe cSsabdly 

£12.40 

£620 

£1240 £1250 couple (one quafites) 
£750 £8.10 - couple (both quafify) 
£350 Disabled chBd 

£1850 CULTS 
f2ft ,06 caw y0 ' 

£20.70 £2150 
£30.95 £31 JO 

£25.15 £25,90. 
£3555 £3755 

£1950 £2040 
£28.30 £29.15 

£35.05 £3640 
£3555 £3640 
£70.10 £7250 
£1950 C2CL40 

Loweri £4555 
£5250 

£4755 
£5455 

£650 £650 

Eamtege threshold 
Plm_In ■! i_,|I, oiBnasffu rme 

£58.00 
£5250 

£8150 
£5455 

Ow pension age 
Under pension age 

£5855 

£46.45 
£61.15 

£4855 

Waddington 
beats costs 
to rise 16% 

By Philip Pangalos 

STRONG growth in pharma¬ 
ceutical packaging helped 
John Waddington, the packag¬ 
ing group foat sold Its games 
division to Hasbro for £50 
million a year ago, to over¬ 
come higher raw-material 
costs with a 15.9 per cent rise 
in first-half profits. 

Organic growth and better 
margins fuelled a rise in pre¬ 
tax profits to £115 million in 
the half year to September 30 
(£9.9 mflllon). Turnover, 
boosted by acquisitions, ex¬ 
panded 173 per cent to £144 
million. Underiyng organic 
growth, excluding acquisi¬ 
tions and divestments, saw 
operating profit rise 13L4 per. 
cent and sales 163 per cent' 

Direct marketing was a star 

find theon^door 
• Bppriiat^^ 

software business 
. eKpansIon. 

performer, with profits up 120 
per cent to E33 million, while 
the fast-growing pharmaceuti¬ 
cal packaging operation saw 
profits double to £23 million 
as margins improved to 213 
per cent (18 per cent). 

Waddington’s US food-ser¬ 
vices operation, which is the 
main contributor to the core 
plastic-packaging operation, 
benefited from a recovery of 
substantial increases in raw 
material costs which have hit 
the industry in the past year. 

However, the group was 
adyersly affected try a disap¬ 
pointing performance in plas¬ 
tic packaging for the food and 
drink sector, with operating 
losses rising to Q.4 minim 
(£300,000 loss). The losses 
were entirely due to Flastona 
in the UK. with the group 
“actively reviewing" several 
options. The cost base has 
been ait by £1 million, but the 
container market suffered a 
fui tiier deterioration in de¬ 
mand in the second quarter. • 

The paper and board pack¬ 
aging division increased safes 
to £413 million (£243 million) 
and operating profits 56.9-per 
cent to £33 million, in spite of 
the hot summer reducing 
demand' for confectionery 
products'and prepared meals. 

Martin Buckley, chief exec¬ 
utive, expects an improvement 
in performance in the second 
ban, party helped fay seasonal 
demand for cartons and re¬ 
duced volatility in raw materi¬ 
al costs. 

There is an interim dividend 
of 4p (3Jp), payable on Janu¬ 
ary ISvfran earnings ahead to 
7„9p (738p) a share The 
shares eased 3p to 219p. 

Half-year 
tumround 
for Bandt 

By Martin Barrow 

BANDT, the industrial prod¬ 
ucts and services company 
formerly known as Brown & 
Tawse, returned to profit in 
tiie halfyear to October U 
earning £1 million before tax 
compared with losses of £13 
miHfon previously- Tie results 
are lbs first to benefit from the 

Testructuring of thecompany 
gfter foe £323 mfifion. pur¬ 
chase of KWfldbrm UK. 
CaO^s scaffolding business. 

‘34 5%, 
Bantings wereL2p a share, 

compared with losses-of 17p. 
I^bere . is agam no interim 
dividend, although the board 
expeds to recommend a final 
dividend m ..respect of the 

; current fimmriaf year, life 
shares rose tp to 37p 
yesterday. 

Don McFariane, chairman, 
siadi “Conifitions in the con- 
^uctioaiuhistEy remain dif- 

riS, - but with a- much 
Broader.and firmer base to 
■Work from we are tonfidmt 
dfet the structure vfe.have put 
m pface wOl enable us to make 
fiatber progress.” Kwikfbrm, 
wbichforms the new wmtract- 
ing and hire drviskm. contrib¬ 
uted profits of£L6 mfifikm on 
safes of £15.6 rnffion in the 
three .manflis ance .it was 
acquired. .Tbe^ aodtholdmg 
arid ■ distribution division 
earned E300JXX), compared 
with a loss rf £600000. 

BT chief to 
take over 
at Energis 

ByEricRjsguly 

ENERGIS. die loss-making 
telecommunications company 
that is owned by the National 
Grid, has hired a BT veteran 
with international experience 
to help it to find a partner for 
strategic alliances. 

Mike Grabiner, 45* BTs 
director of European opera¬ 
tions. is to become chief execu¬ 
tive in January. He replaces 
David Dey, who left Energis 
in July after differences with 
Gordon Owen, the chairman. 

Mr Grabiner has spent 
most of his career at BT and 
has been looking for the op¬ 
portunity to run a telecoms 
company. 

His departure is said to 
have nothing to do with BTs 
recent management overhaul, 
winch sees the departure of 
Michael Hepber. the manag¬ 
ing director, and the appoint¬ 
ment of Peter Bonfield as chief 
executive. 

Mr Grabiner*s background 
should help Energis, which 
has lost more than £100 mil¬ 
lion since its launch a couple 
of years ago. get bade on its 
feel He has been responsible 
for BTS European expansion, 
inducting its partnership with 
Viag. the Bavarian industrial 
group. 

7.50PM: MRS DEAN DISCOVERS 
LIGHTNING HAS KNOCKED HER 

CHIMNEY POTS OFF. 

8.05PM: OUR BUILDER KNOCKS 
HER SOCKS OFF. 
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FILM 1 

Far In the 
Bleak Midwinter 
Kenneth Branagh 
turns to manic 
comedy cocooned 
m famous luwies 

■ FTLM2 ; 

Tough prison 
drama as a 
man fights 
for justice 
in Murder 
in the First 

■ FILM 3 

Two seasonal 
cheers only 
for Disney's 
Christinas 
epic, The 
Santa Clause 

■ FILM 4 

hut Sister 
My Sister, a.. 
tale of murder 
and repressed 
passion, is not 
one for the kids 

CINEMA: Geoff Brown cringes at the rampant luwiedom of Branagh’s latest plus the rest of the week’s releases 

Each year brings a 
new film from 
Kenneth Branagh, 
and each year a new 

sty le. The opening credits to In 
the Bleak Midwinter ape 
Woody Allen: white lettering 
on black, matched to a chirpy 
popular song; an ensemble 
cast, listed in alphabetical 
order. Then whoosh, we're 
away, pitched into a manic 
showbiz comedy with a few 
pauses for tears, shot in black- 
and-white — a colour scheme 
made newly fashionable for 
comedies by guess who? 
Woody Alien. 

Not that the film is entirely 
impersonal. Both offscreen 
and on, Branagh likes to wrap 
himself in camaraderie, from 
the Shakespearean troupes of 
Henry Valid Much Ado to the 
university chums who people 
Peters Friends. That comedy 
is this Sin's nearest equiva¬ 
lent they share the same 
garrulity, a similar low bud¬ 
get, the same shallow treat¬ 
ment of serious matters. But 
Midwinter, written as well as 
directed by Branagh, is much 
more cocooned with luwies 
titan most 

The characters are actors — 
struggling youngsters, has- 
beens, eccentrics—rehearsing 
a dismal production of Ham¬ 
let in dismal surroundings: a 
rural church due for closure, 
days before Christmas. The 
situation should prompt sharp 
comic insights, given 
Branagh’s knowledge cf Ham-; 
let and the actor's life But the 
film is pitched at such a 
madcap level that any poten¬ 
tial is drowned in artificer 

The impiausibflhies start 
right away. What professional 
actor, however desperate, 
would expect to get customers 
for a village churdiffamiet oh 
Christmas Eve? And what 
high-powered agent (played, 
to boot, by Joan Collins) would 
ever sanction the folly? Hav¬ 
ing swallowed those whop-. 
pers, you must then contend 
with a noisy bunch of theatri¬ 
cal types concocted to extract 
easy laughs.There is the camp 
pantomime dame roped in to 
play Gertrude; an Ophelia 

In the Bleak 
Midwinter 

Odeon Hayraaricet 
15,99 mins 

Luwie-strewn comedy 
from Kenneth Branagh 

Murder in the First 
Warner West End 

15,123 mins 
Flashy, but absorbing 

Alcatraz drama 

The Santa Clause 
Odeon West End 

U, 98 mins 
Divorced dad 
becomes Santa 

Sister My Sister 
Warner West End 

15,89mins 
Chamber piece about 

murderous maids 

Elisa 
MGM Swiss Centre 

15.115 mms 
Trials and tribulations 

of a French sexpot 

Mad Love 
Empire, 12,97 mins 

Runaway lovers 
running nowhere 

My Darling 
Clementine 

Renoir, U, 97 mins 
John Fonts, 

classic western 

Wind without her specs; a 
lugubrious drunk; and, lard- 
irig ewer the mayhem, a hyper¬ 
active producer played by 
Michael Malone. You may 
laugh at them at first; then you 
sigh, then you cringe. 

Visually, the film could not 
be further from the fidgety 
extravagance of Maty Shel¬ 
ley’s Frankenstein. The cam¬ 
era appears nailed to the floor, 
watching helpless as the char¬ 
acters pace and gibber. Every 
effect, comic or serious, is 
whacked home as though we 
were Hind and deaf. There is 
no gain from Roger Lansert 
monochrome photography, 
apart from the irrelevant 
beauty of a phone box at night 

No gain, either, from the 
larches into sentimentality as 
the squabbling actors learn 
how to hug and resolve little 
family problems. This might 
be Branagh’s most aggravat¬ 
ing film yet 

At the beginning of Murder 
in the First, Kerin Bacon 
squats in an Alcatraz dun¬ 
geon, naked, screaming, more 
animal than human, bereft of 
light and air. Emerging three 
years latex in 1941. he stabs the 
prisoner responsible for his 
ordeal Originally imprisoned 
for stealing $5, Bacon now 
faces a fresh charge: murder 
in the first degree. 

The outlook looks grim, but 
Christian Slater’s public de¬ 
fender wifi not give in. Glasses 
in place, brow nicely fur¬ 
rowed, he puts Alcatraz in the 
dock in the person of Gary 
Oldman'S Warden, a man 
who probably takes sadistic 
pleasure in peeling a grape. 

This is not the land of film 
where you are unsure whom 
to root for. But there is little 
time to get bored by this true- 
life stampede against injustice. 
Bacon's carefully controlled 
performance grips like a vice. 
The screaming beast becomes 
a limping, taciturn wreck 
whose mental scars never 
obscure the Irian's basic digni¬ 
ty. We give him our sympathy 
without ever having to be 
bullied. Slater, usually cast as 
a wild boy, tackles his uncon¬ 
ventional part well, although 
the courtroom rhetoric eventu¬ 
ally palls. 

Unfortunately, Marc Rocco, 
the director, cannot quite trust 
his performers. Although the 
film is his fourth feature, he 
behaves as though it were his 
debut He wants to be noticed. 
He wants razzle-dazzle; and 
since the story unfolds in 
confined spaces—cells, court¬ 
rooms — he puts all the dazzle 
into his camera. When not 
framing same image from a 
cockeyed position, the camera 
rushes, rirdes and swoops. 
Roan's ostentation gives the 
film its dubious air of self- 
importance, and allows it to 
miss some of the humour 
tucked into the situations. 

Richard Briers and John Sessions in In the Bleak Midwinter, "a fihn pitched at such a madcap level that any potential Is drowned in artifice* 

Still enough intelligence re¬ 
mains to make Murder in the 
First absorbing viewing. 

“Can we get a direct flight to 
reality, or do we have to 
change in Denver?” A fair 
question, since the speaker 
stands in a red suit and white 
beard, surrounded by elves at 
the North FHe. But, since The 
Santa danse is a Disney 
fami^r film, reality is way off 
the flight map. True, the main 
character is a divorced, frus¬ 
trated dad. But the environ¬ 
ment is the usual American 
dream: large houses festooned 
with lights, snow deep and 
crisp and even, fanulies with 
money to bum. 

Tb its credit, John Pasquin^ 
film (America’s box-office hit 
last Christmas) tries bard to 
satisfy both the wide-eyed 
child and the adult cynic 
Television sitcom star Tim 
Allen finds a good vehicle for 
his low-key style as the toy 
company executive who puts 
on a Santa suit and cannot 
shake the character off. Spe¬ 
cial effects play their port: 
there are aerial trips with 
reindeer and magical descents 
down heating vents. The film 
is no classic, butdt least it puts 
human brings in the fore¬ 
ground, not technology. 

“We have two pearis on our 
hands, Isabelle, two pearis!" 
crows Julie Walters’s Madame j 
Danzard, a French provincial I 
dragon who prides herself on , 
the probity of her new maids. 
Their approval rating soon 
plummets: in Sister My Sis¬ 
ter, based on the same 1930s 
murder case that inspired 
Genet’s play The Maids, the 
sibling servants, Jody Rich¬ 
ardson and Jodhi May, bottle 
up so many dangerous feel¬ 
ings that violence is tbe only 
outcome. 

Meanwhile, over in Seattle 
and Mad Lore, Paradis's fel¬ 
low sexpot Drew Barrymore 
busily proclaims that she likes 
violence, noise, honesty and 
danger. This meets with Chris 
O’Donnell’s approval; so 
when school ana parents start 
to get tough, they take to the 
road. For Antonia Bird, the 
gutsy British director of Priest. 
the film proved an unhappy 
Hollywood baptism; but even 
without studio tinkering, one 
suspects Mad Love would still 
be bad. The script is tbe 
problem: bland, shallow, 
going nowhere. The author, 
alas, is another British export, 
television writer Paula Milne. 

Meanwhile, among the 
week’s bedlam, a dunk of 
spurs can be heard as Henry 
Fonda ambles up to the OK 
CorraL He always walks slow- 
ly in My Parting Clementine; 
but then John Ford'S western 
was made in 1946, when films 
could take time to establish 
characters, and allow any 
action to swirl naturally 
around them. This is an 
ageless film, poetic, beautiful, 
above all humane: the week’s 
biggest treat 

"Bono at 
it's best... 

A 24 CARAT 
SMASH HIT" 

RADIO: Peter Barnard finds 1950s’ drama still fresh 

MOST drama output falls 
into two categories: contem¬ 
porary (incomprehensible to 
anyone over 40) and classi¬ 
cal (incomprehensible to 
anyone under 40). How good 
to see radio tackling a third 
category, the explosion of 
British domestic drama in 
the 1950s. 

Nor is it doing so conven¬ 
tionally. Radio 4 is contribut¬ 
ing to the 100th birthday of 
dnema by putting out films. 
If that sounds daft, I had 
better explain that these are 
films adapted for radio fay 
tihe writer of the original 
screenplay. 

The Monday Play is tire 
flag under which these pro¬ 
ductions are sailing. This 
week we had Alan Sillitoe’s 
Saturday Night and Sunday 
Morning, excellently per¬ 
formed fay a cast every bit as . 
convincing as the stars of the 
1960 film. 

In fact, Siflitoe said before 
transmission that he had 

Films 
on the 

wireless 
been none too sure about 
Albert Hnnw as Arthur 
Seaton in the film, meaning, 
I think, that Finneys techni¬ 
cal brilliance, may have 
softened the character. 

Jamie Glover as Seaton 
did not lack grit and his 
delivery mostly overcame 
the feeling that the slice-cf- 
tife intensity of the piece had 
been dulled since its first 
manifestation. “Dated" was 
what Sflbtoe called it but 
that was only true in relation 
to some of the themes. The 
dialogue, reflecting Sillitoe's 
ability observe tbe com¬ 
monplace, is still sharp. 

The theme which “dates" 
the work is fear of pregnan¬ 
cy. Sillitoe explained that the 
censors had rejected the plot 
development in which 
Seaton’s mistress attempts to 
abort a child. In die book, 
tiie attempt was successful; 
in the film, it failed. 

This impertinent circum¬ 
scribing off a writer’s free¬ 
dom took place at the dawn 
of the 1960s—before the Pill. 
Indeed Saturday Night 
probably locked more dated 
by 1970 than it does amid the 
greater moral awareness of 
the 1990s. 

But how interesting that 
the censors decided that a 
woman consuming a bottle 
of gin in a scalding bath 
could be shown cm screen 
provided the audience was 
not led to believe that it 
might work. Modem tele¬ 
vision does not know how 
lucky it is, but should per¬ 
haps be reminded before it 
takes one liberty too many. 

This Is predominantly 
a story of ominous 
looks, dripping taps, 
and specks of dust an 

the stair banister. Its natural 
home is the theatre, where it 
lived under the title My Sister 
in this House. The fihn ver¬ 
sion of Woidy. Kessehnan’s 
play uses camera dose-ups to 

I emphasise lesbian fondfing, 
ana presents the repressed 
fives upstairs and downstairs 
in crosscut scenes. Buttbere is 

; tittle to suggest that the direc¬ 
tor Nancy Meckler, who also 
directed the London> stage 
show, has ary real flair for 
dnema.’ 

Richardson arid May work 
better when their emotions 
simmer, not boB, while Wat¬ 
ters sometimes overplays. 

‘ Once .the fihn is debe, nothing 
much remains in the mind, 
although scene by scene Sister 
is wafchable enough. 

This is moot: man can be 
said for Efisa, a dreary vehide 
for Vanessa Farads, the 
Preach pop singer turned ac¬ 
tress, who parades her cheek¬ 
bones and seraphic hair as 
though she were modelling 
perfume. The glossy image 
hardly hasher to oonvirice as 1 

a tearaway .teenager , coping 
badly with the effects of a , 
mother's suidde and a father's j 
absence. Jean Becker’s film is | 
overwrought and improbable; 
and a late appearance by 
Gerard Depardieu and aphaT 
lie lighthouse do .nothing to 
inmrove matters. 

Tr.t 

and rfhecrscis hcven ! even storied. 

FROM TOMORROW 

"A SPiKHNG 
ACTION ROMP 

TO STAND WITH 
fill BEST 01 

ITIEM” 

"Bond is more 
ENTFRTAiNfN’C 
THAN n,TR [\- 

GoutenEy:" 

Goldeneye 

NOW SHOWING 
AT CINEMAS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
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■ CHOICE 1 

Phyllida Lloyd’s 
staging of 
Hysteria opens 
in the West End 
VENUE: Tonight at the 
Duke of York's 

■ CHOICE 2 

Richard Todd 
turns mean to 
play Scrooge in 
A Christmas Carol 

VENUE: In preview at the 
Thorndike, Leatherhead 

THEg^j^TTMES 

ARTS 
■ DANCE 

Perhaps you have 
to be a fan: as 
a dance-drama, 
Momix’s baseball 
tribute fails to 
make first base., 

■ MUSIC 

The conductor 
Esa-Pekka Salonen f 
shows his mettle 
as a composer in 
a fine London 
Sinfonietta concert 

LONDON 
SOLTI CELEBRATES BARTOK 
Maestro conduaj. mae&iro as Sit Georg 
leads Hie sooond dJ thee London 
Symphony Orchestra concerts 
celebrating his oornpatnoL Bela Battik. 
Another vigorously spoiled pertarmanoe 
can be expected, with pianist Andras 

SdiBf one erf Ihe Miosis tor e 
programme of Piano Concerto No 2 
and Bhjebomrf s Castle 
Barbican. Stfc Street. EC2 (0171-639 
8691). Tonight, 7 30pm. fi 

THE ROAD BEYOND Marts Jansens 
and the London Phdhannor»c QrchesUa 
move the series of music 
commemorating He end ol the Second 
World War tw* to London Yesterday s 
Coremrypertarmanceol Honegger's 
Symphony No 3, Lturgrque end 
Mahler's Symphony No 1 c repeated 
tonight: a separate programme is 
ottered on Suxlay 
FesBral Hall. South Bank SE1 (0171- 
960 *242). Tonight and Sin. 7 30pm 10 

HYSTERIA Openng night lor Terry 
Johnson s surreal, double awerO-winner 
Phyflida Lloyd dfcecte Henry Goodman 
and Tim Potter as Fraud and Salvador 
Dali as pail ol the Royal Court Classics 
season. 
Duka of York's. St Martr's Lane, WC2 
(0171-5365122) Tonight, 7pm. Then 
Mon-Sat. 7 30pm: 1?ms. Sal. 3pm. Q 

TODAY’S CHOICE 

A dally guide to arts 

and entertainment 
compiled by Kris Anderson 

ELSEWHERE 
GLASGOW-Musk lor the young at 
heart s an otter tram Alexander Lazarev 
and the Royal Scottish Nattonal 
Orchestra Bgar's Wand o! Youth. Suite 
No 2. Dohntinyi's Variations on a 
Misery Song and Strawnsky'v 
ftetrushfca (rev 1947). 
Royal Concert Hall. Buchanan Street 
6)10141-227 5511) TarvgN; rptFflh 
Edinburgh. Usher Hal S (0131 -228 
1155). BoJrial7 jOpm. 

LEATHERHEAD Scrooge b definitely 
the role ot this year tor early Christmas 
season eraeruin merit, wtial with 
Anthony Newtey m Bamingham 
(Alexandra). Clive Francis glaring 
lonurrow In London (Barbican), and 
Richard Todd Hung it on here n A 
Christmas Carol 
Thorndike. Church Street (01372-377 
677) Previews tonight and tomorrow, 
7 30pm Thai Mon-Sal 7 30pm. chock 
box otttce for mat and Sun schedule 
Until Jan 6.0 

MANCHESTER. Music dream-Kent 
Nagano continues a season d slat 
soloists lor the HaW Orchestra with a 
guest appearance by plants Alfred 

BrandeL ToraghTs programme (wth 
variations tomorrow ai SheffeSd) 
features works by Mosvt. Schubert and 
Bruckner Andrew Parrott brings lha 
orchestra back to Manchester on 

Sunday fw Handed Messiah. 
Fro Trade Hati, Peter Street 0 (0181- 
834 1712) CBy Hofl Q (0114- 272 
2885). Both at 7 JOpm. 

LONDON GALLERIES 
Barbican Dora Cartngton [D171-638 
4141) . BrHtah Museum. Westminster 
Kings and the Medievel Palace of 
Westrransw (0171-8381565)... 
Hayward. Art and Power Europe 
ixi der the daaloc, 1930-1945(071-928 
3144) . Umafiyn Alexander A 
Feed ol Food (0171-xxx local .. 
National Gallery Partings from 
National Trusi Houses (pi 71-7472885) 
National Portrait Galery Richard 
and Mara Cosway 10171-306 0055) . 
Royal Academy Davw Hockney 
Drawing Retrospective (0171-439 74381 
Serpenflmr Wiliam Turtixil- sculpture 
end paintings (0171-723 9072) . Tate: 
Pctumg Blackness in British Ait. 
Partings m Tudor and Jacobean 
England (0171-8873000) .V&A' 
Jam Art from India (0171-B38 8500) 

□ BALLAD OF WOLVES The second 
ol Ramon del VaTe In dan's Don Juan 
plays lakes the aged hero back lo (he 
scene ol he ermes Eerie Spanish 
drama 
Gate. 11 Pembndge Road. W11 (0171- 
22907061 Previews lomght and opens 
(□morrow. 730pm UntiOecZS 

H GAIN. Marcus D'Amico plays Ihe 
tarnxjmed hero, with J-Dhn Carlisle as • 
Loafer, n Lord Byron's sel-lom staged 
ya lasonamg verse drama. John Barton 
directs 
Pit. Bartucan. S4V Street. EC2 (CTI71- 
B38 8891) Nowpieviewng. lomgfit-Dec 
5. 7 15pm. mat Sal. 2pm Opens Dec 
6. 7pm. Q 

□ HOMOtrS CHOICE. Leo McKern 
m Ihe Mle rote of Harold Bnghouse's 
warm-hearted comedy Nichoia 
McAuHte and <3raham Turner excellent 
as daughter and son-n-law 
Lyric. Shaflesbury Ave. W1 (0171-494 
5045) Mon-Sal, 7 30pm: Sat. 3pm IB 

O AN INSPECTOR CALLS: Stephen 
Daldry's powerful production, with 
Nteholas Woodeson as the all- knowing 
Inspector. and Edward Peel and Susan 
Engel as Ihe pSiars of society 
Garrick, Oaring Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-494 5085) Mon-Fn. 7 45pm. Sal. 
S. 15pm. nulls Wed. 2 30pm. Sal. 5pm 

B KING LEAR' Waner, Mnchali m 
Jude I- city's otten unsatisfying 
production, shot itvough with Hashes ol 

THEATRE GUIDE 

Jeremy Kingston's,assessment 
ol theatre showing in London 

■ House full, returns only 
G Some seats available 
□ Seats at aU prices 

briNaros Final weak. 
Hackney Empire, Mae Street, EB 
10101^85 2424J. Ton^hl-SaL 7.30pm, 
mai Sun. 6pm. 

■ KNIVES IN HENS. Http Howard's 
Traverse Theatre production ol new 
David Narrower play: sst in Scotland's 
distant past, "a paiertu! story of 
liberation through forbidden love' 
Bush. Shepherds Bush Green. W12 
(0181-743 3388) Opens tonight, 7pm 
Then Mon-Sat. 8pm 

□ THE SIMPLETON OF THE 
UNEXPECTED ISLES Written when 
Shaw was 78, and raver publicly 
performed m London Kate O'Mara and 
Ruud Rawi play Priestess and Priest ol 
a perfect society. lust as an angel 
announces the Day of Judgement Sam 
Watters dxecis a true rarty. 
Orange Tree. Clarence Struct. 
Richmond (0181-940 3633) Previews 
began tonight, 7 45pm Opens Dec 4; 
unnij.an27 |& 

B MACK AND MABEL. Jerry 
Herman's nwsrai set m early 
Hollywood. Fine songs, though a 
troublesome book. Starring Howard 
McGJfUn and a cfcrtghdul Carcrtne 
O'Conner 
PtecadOy. Denman Stroal. W1 (0171- 
389 T 734J. Mon-Sal, 7.45pm,' mats Wbd 
and Sat. 3pm. 

□ TAKING SUES EnthralHng drama 
by Ronald Harwood, based on Ihe 
investigations ol conductor 
Furwdngier's alleged Nazi sympathy. 
Superb peri ormances by Daniel 
Massey and Michael Penraigton. 
Criterion. Ptocadlty Oncua. WC2 
(0171-369 1747). Mon-SaL 7.30pm. 
mats Wed and Sat 2 30pm. 

B WILD OATS Anton Lesser as 
Rover, the lorng actor whose tali' la a 
patchwork ol the rotas he has played, 
kftgttiy eryoyabte revival of John 
O’Keefe*1791 tarce. With Alan Cox, 
James Bofam and Andrew Sachs. 
National (Lyttelton), South Bank. SEl 
(0171-92822523). Tonight, 7.30pm. Q 

□ THE WIND IN THE WILLOW5' 
Jeremy Sfnden plays Toad n the now 
annual return of Ihe National Thame 
production, Jeremy Sams directs. 
Old Vic. Waterloo Rd. SEl (0171-928 
66551 Mon-Sal. 7.30pm; mats Wed. Sat. 
2.30pm, mats datiy week ol Dec 26. & 

Tickel intorrnatian supplied by Society 
of London Theatre 

NEW RELEASES 
L'AWENTIIRA (P'31 Monica Vitu 

lights up ihe screen as ihe (adorn, 
quesong heroine of AmomanTs I960 
classic A welcome revive 
Scraen/HBl © (0171-43S 33M) 

THE BASKETBALL DIARIES (I8|- 
Leonardo OCapno descends irrio 
heron s hell Scon ivtveir directs 
urredityng ret won ol Jxn Cerroirs book. 
Oeph' ..PictureHouse(0171-438 
3323i MGMx Chelsea (0171-352 50961 
Tottenham Court Road lOt 71 -636 
6l48i TrocadaroQ [0171-434 0031) 
Odeon Kensington 101436 914666) 
UCI WhBeteyaffl (0171-792 3332t 

CARLOTA JOAQUINA. PRINCESS 
OF BRAZIL (IS). Gauche and eiccerinc 
hislorical romp about ihe infers ol 18U> 
century Brad Director, C-irUi Camuran 
Barbican 18(0171-636 88911 

A FISTFUL OF FINGERS (15) 
Juvenile Western spool liimed in 
Somerset, il -should here lasted 20 
mrures Director. Edgar Wright. 
Prince Charles (0171 437 8181) 

• GOLDENEYE- (12)- Pierce Brocnan 
twnWes as ihe new James Bond. A np- 
roenng Ihnltei with a cense of humou. 
wah Sean Bean Diredor. Martin 
Campbell. 
Barbican B10171 -638 88911 
Ctapham Picture House (0171 -498 
33231 tIGMa: Baker Street (0171 -935 
9772) Chelsea (0171-352 5096) 
Firiham Road (0171-370 2636) 
NoBfaig HB1 Coronet ® (0171-727 
6705i Odoons: Kensington (01426 
914666) Leicester Square [01426 
915683) Marble Arch (01426 914501) 

CINEMA GUIDE 

Geoff Brown's assessment of 
tDms In London and (where 

Indicated with the symbol ♦ ) 

on rafaoss across the country 

Swiss Cottage [01426 9140981 UCI 
WhHeteys (BlOl 71-792 3332) 

SHANGHAI TRIAD (IS); Enjoyably . 
opulent gangster saga horn Chinese 
director Zhang Yimou VWthGongLi. 
Chelsea 10171-351 3742) Ctapham 
Picture House 10171498 3323) 
Curzon West End (0171-369 17221 

CURRENT 
• CLUELESS (12) Lite end empty 
hands ol Beverly Hilb Teenagers 
Fnvoious ten liom director Amy 
HecVertng withAfeaa Siiveratone 
MG Ms: Futhom Road S (0171 -370 
2636) Trocadeio IS (0171-434 0031) 
Plaza 10171-4371234) UClWhAeieys 
IS 10171 -792 3332) Warner 0 (0171- 
437 4343) 

♦ CRIMSON TIDE (15) Antigua 
heroics m a nuclear submarine, with 
Gene Harman and Dercd 
Washmgicn DvoUor. Tory Scott 
MG Ms: Baker Street 10171-935 97721 
Chelsea (0171-352 50961 Odeons: 
Kan sing) on (014269146661 Swiss 
Cottage (01426 914098) West End 
101426 915574) UCI WMteleys S 
10171-792 33321 

♦ FRENCH KISS (I2J-Dizzy Meg 
Ryan gets entangled with French rogue 
Kemklne Charmless romantic 
comedy directed by Lawrence Kasdan 
MGMk Cheteeo (0171 -352 5096) 
TVooodarefi (0171-434 0031) 
Odeons: Haymarkef (01426 915353) 
Kenslngtoa <01426 9146661 Swiss 
Cottage (01426 914M8) UCI 
WMteleys Q (0171 792 3332) Warner 
Q (0171-437 4343| 

♦ TO DIE FOR 115)' Delicious social 
satire about a television weather girl's 
murderous lusl for glory. Gus Van Sam 
diracis Nioote Kidman and Malt Dillon 
MGMk Chelseo [0171-352 5096) 
Haymariurt (0171-83815271 
Tottenham Court Rood [0171^36 
6148) Odeons: Kensington (01426 
914666) Mezzanine® (01426 915683) 
Swiss Cottage (01426 914098) UCI 
WlriMeys £| (0171 792 3332) Warner 
® (0171-437 4343) Watermans (0T81 - 
5681176) 

♦ TO WONG FOO THANKS FOR 
EVERYTHING, JULIE NEWMAR (PG) 
New fork drag queens ch»m the mld- 
Wesl. Cosy comedy drama, with Pair**. 
Swayze. Wesley Snipes and John 
Leguoamo Director, Beebon hkfron 
Clapham Picture House (0171498 
3323) MGM Haymarket (0171-B39 
1527) Plaza [0171-4371234) UCI 
WhiteteysCl(Q171-792 3332)Wanw 
B (0171-437 4343) 

♦ UNDER SIEGE 2 (18): Die Hard on 
a Iraln. with an Impassive star (Steven 
Seagal) a grmrang vflam (Enc 
Bo^jaan). and much tedious action. 
MGM Trocsderog (0171434 0031) 
Warner £) (0171437 4343) 

Sporting chance goes begging 
M. Ly w ^ itasTHAM KENTON 

Baseball loses out an accomplished troupe is badiy served by an uninspiring piece of dance-theatre 

Momix 
Sadler’s WeUs 

Momix’s new show at Sadler's 
Wells, Baseball, was in¬ 
spired by America’s favour¬ 

ite pastime. Now I have been to a few 
ball games in my time, and never have 
f seen one as uninspiring as this piece 
of dance-theatre conceived and direct¬ 
ed by Moses Pendleton, With all that 
grace and power, all that physical 
instinct and competitive psychology to 
draw upon, Pendleton has struck oul 

As you would expect, a bat and a ball 
figure large in the sport-dance continu¬ 
um. Pendleton explores ten things you 
can do with a bat while the ball, a 
padded chap on legs, wanders through 
the ensemble as a jestercum-fallguy, 
happily submitting to occasional Bat¬ 
tening by one of the aforesaid bats. 

There is a scenario of sorts. We start 
with a pitcher's mound shape-shifting 
into a huge glacial mountain. The birth 
of the world is followed by the birth of 
mankind, as Stone Age people discover 
the possibilities of a twig and a stone. 
Then we are into the modern age and 
ball players — an accomplished troupe 
of seven men and women — take to the 
field for almost two hours of vignettes. 

Bats are swung — sometimes beauti¬ 
fully — and are used as gymnastic 
props, and the manual dexterity of the 
hard-working dancers is impressive. 
But the baseball theme, supported by 
slide projections illustrating key mo¬ 
ments in the history and mythology of 
the game, quickly wears thm. 

Perhaps as a 20-minute pteee ctocca- 
sion for the San Francisco Giants 
(which is how Baseball started life), it 

had a sporting chance. It also didn’t 
help on opening* night that the compa¬ 
ny’s super-sophisticated slide projector 
broke down, necessitating an unsched¬ 
uled half-hour interval while the 
technical crew repaired it 

The score is a ghastly compilation of 
rap and classical music mixed with 
nostalgic soundbites. Some of the 
musical cues are an embarrassment: a 
man guzzling beer out of a dancing can 
is suddenly met with James Brown's / 

Feel Good: the use of Queen singing 
We Are The Champions reads like a 
cheap attempt at sentiment 

Everywhere you turn you find 
pretentiously reverential homage to the 
game of baseball and its participants. 
Shattered dreams and fallen heroes are 
remembered in a maudlin requiem: 
sequences brazenly tug at the patriotic 
heartstrings of good Americans for 
whom baseball is the nation’s defining 
symboL The choreography, when it 

appears, hovers between moderately 
interesting physical illusion and irritat¬ 
ingly coy sexuality, and any good 
choreographic ideas are quickly dilut¬ 
ed by constant repetition. 

The aid is so earnestly silly that for 
one horrible moment you think they 
must really mean it. It is the ceiling of 
the Sistine Chapel and God’s gift to 
Adam — you guessed it, a basebalL 

Debra Craine 

The surreal 
thing 

CBSO/ Rattle 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham 

The real Schnittke is the surreal 
Schnittke. One movemenl of his 

Dead Souls Suite begins with two 
metronomes set to tick at different 
tempi, neither of which corresponds to 
that of the subsequent entries of the 
organ and celesta, the slow waltz on the 
piano, the chord dusters on violas, the 
sounds plucked from the strings under 
the piano lid. 

Gennadi Rozhdestvensky, who ar¬ 
ranged the suite from a score written in 
19S3 for a film version of Gogol’s Dead 
Souls, particularly enjoyed that move¬ 
ment. He set the metronomes himself, 
placing them on top of the piano as 
though they were part of some conjur¬ 
ing trick, turned at one point to give the 
keyboard a massive thwack with both 
hands and finally, of course, stopped 
the metronomes with another theatri¬ 
cal sleight-of-hand gesture. Having 

supported Schnittke's music through 
the most difficult material and political 
circumstances, he deserved, in con¬ 
ducting the City of Birmingham Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra in the first British 
performance of Dead Souls, that little 
self-indulgence. 

Perhaps Rozhdestvensky had earned 
the righr too to tamper with the 
orchestration of Tchaikovsky’s Man¬ 
fred Symphony. Certainly, there are 
problems in getting the bacchanale at 
one point in the last movement to 
sound incisive enough in its original 
scoring for woodwind. But surely it is 
better either to make it work as it is or 
to rescore it in such a way that the extra 
instruments involved — horns and 
trumpets in this case — can actually 
play it effectively? Delightfully pictur¬ 
esque though it was in the Alpine Fairy 
scene, it was not a great performance of 
Manfred. anyway. Rozhdestvensky 
seems to be a too sophisticated musi¬ 
cian to take absolutely seriously Byron- 
ic situations that Tchaikovsky himself 
clearly found less than completely 
convincing. 

At the beginning of what turned out 
to be a long concert in Symphony Hall, 
Haydn's Sympliony No 57 in D minor 
was well chosen neither for the acoustic 
nor for the programme's structure. It 
was a surprisingly dull performance. 

Gerald Larner 

Happily 
challenged 

LS/Salonen 
Queen Elizabeth Hall 

For ihe third and final concert of the 
London Sinfonietta's “The Com¬ 

poser Conducts” series. Esa-Pekka Sal¬ 
onen directed a programme of his own 
music alongside pieces by Webern, 
Lutoslawski and Bemd-Alois Zimmer- 
mann. Though the young Finn is better 
known internationally as a conductor, 
he started as a composer. 

Salonen'S output is not large, but 
most of his pieces reveal a fertile mind. 
They are neither uncompromising nor 
compromising in a post-modern way; 
post-serial might be a better descrip¬ 
tion, for there remains a striking, 
a'^an t-garde adventurousness about 
the best of them. Floof. which draws its 
onomatopoeic text from the Polish sci¬ 
ence-fiction writer Stanislaw Lem’s 
The Cyberiad. is a humorous work 
that inhabits a strange sound-world — 
its five instrumentalists and coloratura 
soprano are amplified to give an al¬ 
most “pop" flavour. The young Finnish 

singer Anu Komsi was an outstanding 
soloist, whose feat was not only to 
produce the guttural noises and pier¬ 
cing, stratospheric notes, but to deliver 
the text flawlessly from memory. 

Vfa UI, for solo cello, was receiving 
its first London performance. No less 
fiendishly difficult than Floof, it evokes 
a moth circling a lamp, finally burning 
its wings and dying. Salonen has de¬ 
scribed it as his ugliest and most 
violent piece, and Anssi Karttunen 
played the snarling, slithering lines 
with macabre humour. We also heard 
the first UK performance of Mimo fj. 
in effect a concerto for oboe and 
chamber orchestra. The title alludes to 
pantomime, and there is certainly a 
theatrical feeling to the way in which 
the soloist (Gareth Hulse) walks a tech¬ 
nical tightrope. But few of the ideas 
which Salonen apparently develops 
rigorously came across: to the ear it 
sounded purely colouristic. 

The Salonen pieces were more 
absorbing than either Lutoslawski’s 
haunting but toocarefully crafted 
Funeral Music and Zimmermann’s 
tortuous Canto di Speranza, both dis¬ 
patched with virtuosity. Salonen 
brought a sense of flow to even the 
shortest of Webern’s miniature Five 
Pieces, Op 10. A relaxed conductor, he 
seems to relish any challenge. 

John Aluson 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

CLASSICAL 
CONCERTS 

1-31 December 

The RSCs 
A Christmas Ctirol 

007 in Goldeneye 

Seasonal Concerts 

Exhibitions 

Festive Food 
and Drink 

Fireworks (17Dec) 

Call 0171 638 8891 

for free leaflet 

E Barbican 
Centre 

London's Christmas Venue 

OPERA & BALLET 

COLISEUM Girl 6328300 l24hr> 

ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
, Ton l 7 30 TURANDOT 

i Tomg 7 30 BARBER QF SEVILLE 

I ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0171334 

4000 tor Ban Oil & Stardbv into 

Tkieis on (lie my 
The Royal Opera 

' Tomor. V)tod (Last f*ghl) 7XJ0 
) MATHIS DERMALfR 

E Sal 7 20 (Last Mtfuj FEDORA 
* Men 7 30 (firsi (light) ABA 

l Tue 730 T0SCA 

The Royal BaBat 
* Ton r 730 Baimotwte's 

, APOLLO,'MacMdan's SIDE 
■ SHOW.i8aldnchnet.DUO 
* CONCERYANT/Page s 

FEARFUL SYMMETRIES 

THEATRES 

ADELPHI 
“ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 
MASTERPIECE" Wall Si Jcurral 

SUNSET 
BOULEVARD 

Winner ol 7 Tony Awards 
including 

BEST MUSICAL 
Starring 

ELAINE PAIGE 
34HR CREDIT CARD BOOKINGS 

CALL Q171 344 0055 Iblu} teoi 
GRP BOOK ING 413 3332 f»g lee) 

N;i boohing fed ter Mt<it 

Bo- OKio; Cafert 
Reawed rtomwcnOiri 3798884 
Men3ai I48MMSThm 8 Sal300 

ALBERT BO0171 369 1730 
cc 0171 344 4444 (nob* g leei 

Grp 01714133311 

"FIVE STAR SHOW 
-IRRESISTIBLE” Qfcgi 

FIVE GUYS 
NAMED MOE 

SIXTH STOMPING YEAR 
MmvTNj Bpm Fn i Sal 6 £ 9 45 

LAST 7 WEEKS 
Fn 6 Sar 6cm oert Tco 4 megs 2 tor 1 

ALDWYCH cc 0171 4160B3 

017t 420 (BOO (no feel 
Evgs 7 3). Mau Wed & Sal 30 

MAMH CUSACK 
MARGARET TYZACK 

PAUL BHATTACHARJEE 

INDIAN INK 
"TOM STOPPARDS TRIUMPH 

- A BEAUTIFUL AND FUNNY 
FIREBALL OF A PLAY TO 

ILLUWNATE THE WEST END” 

Today Dfecled by PETER WOOD 

LAST 6 WEEKS ENOS JAN 6 

AMBASSADORS 
336 6111/430 0100/344 4444 
From 11 Dec • 7 meets only 

TRAINSPOTTING 
Award wming ptav Iran 

(nun* WcfctVs rme( 
Fevenshy Fimy" Guardian 

MyvFnal 8Sal 5&8J0Wed Ual jia 

AMBASSADORS 0171836 Gil 1/ 

42QQHJ0[nobfejtee) 
■NEW PLAY OF THE.YEAR’DMuf 

BURNING BLUE 
Mcn-Ser 730 Mats Wed 6 Sal 100 

LAST WEEK 

_ Ends Saluday 

APOLLO 494 5068/3M 4444(420 
0000 

HA YLEY MILLS 
“MagrtOconT F T 

JENNYSEAGROVE 
“Impeccable" Tares 

DEAD GUILTY 
Wetland Harris’ new play b 

THE PERFECT 
THRILLER’3 Trrwsi 

MavFn8 Mars life 3 S315&815 

APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0i7t 416 
ffl55a24hrefli7t M4 4444/0171 420 

0300 Gtk 0171416 6075' Ji3 3321 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's 

New production of 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 
"A REBORN THEATRICAL 

DELIGHT Da*, tJei 
White kiucMe runs 19 45 liajly 

Tur 8 Sal '500 Tcher, trorr £1250 

BLOOMSBURY THEATRE 

B/O CC 0»7i 380 8822 From Dec 18 
Itor-Fn 1) 30 & 3 00 

W.C Dec STue-Sai 1130 8 300 
SOOTY AT CWHSTMAS 

CAMBRIDGE BO6ccOlri 494 

5064 cx (m bKg lee) 3i21992/ 344 
4444 Grps 413 3321/312 1970/ 

494 5454 

FAME 
THE MUSICAL 

“FAME IS A FEEL-GOOD 
TRAJIVH” Mad On Sunday 

“BREATHTAKING" Mepaxtert 
. _Eww 7 30 .Malv Wed S Sal 3 00 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL 
38Nov-2Dec 

lAirK Rylance Jane Hornets 

MACBETH 

BX« ON J1243 781312 
COMEDY 0171 369 1731 me « no 

t*g fee cc 0171 344 4444 no bhq fee 

HAROLD PINTER 
"Ur&ani cctisIy pertormanw" S M 

THE HOTHOUSE 
byHaroW TVtter 

"David Jones's fine prodjdicn" F.T 

bfrafly tunny' ijmidian 

“A HOOT AM) A 

SENSATIOILJJONT MISS" Obi 
Eves 7.45 Mai; T!m 3 W 4 iai 4 00 

LAST WEEK MUST END SAT 

COMEDY B0 fi cc 0l7l 3© 1731 

a Oi 71420 0000 |m tArj leel 

ZOEWANAMAKERin 
THE GLASS MENAGERIE 

by TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 

[heeled tiy Sam Mendes 

FBCM 7 DEC 6Q0K HOW 

CRITERION 3691747 cc W bhg tee) 
0171 344 4444 

DANIEL MICHAEL 
MASSEY PENNINGTON 

two compelling lewBng 
performances-^ tremendous 

play, tremendously performed” 
DTel 

TAKING SIDES 
“a masterpiece" Mail Or. Sunday 

HonaW Harwood 
“scrupulously wefi-directed by 

Harold Pinter" Observer 
Iton-Sa17 3D Mais Wed & Sal 230 

LAST 2 WEEKS 
MUST END 9 DEC 

CRITERION 2£S 1747/420 0000/ 
344 4444 

RUPERT STREET 
LONELY HEARTS CLUB 

by Jonathan Harvey 
“wickedly funny _bntttantty 

comic" DMM 
Tws-Ssr 8 Lai 4 Sin 3 4 7 
NB Two Sunday perfaU 
OPENS 13 DECEMBER 

DOMINION T*a.«*017»475 
SHV 0171 420 OOOO rt*g lee) Caps 
017: 4166073I41J 3327-420 CCOO 

GREASE 
starring SHANE RICHE 

and SAMANTHA JANUS 
“Fast furious A fun, fun, hat" 

Dart. I.teior 

Ewes 730 Mats Wed S Sal 3pm 
Tonight the role of Danny «rii be 

played by Richard GaOdn 
TICKETS AVAILABLE - APPLY 

DAILY TO BOX OFFICE 

DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 

SS cc (Btg teej 24ttr 7 oars 0171494 
5QQQT44 4444/420 0000 '3rps 494 

5454.JC3 33? 1,312 BCOO 

MISS SAIGON 
“THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 

OF OUR TINE” 

NOW (NITS 
7TH SENSATIONAL YEAR! 
Eves 745 Mats Wed A Sat 3pm 

Good seats aval tor Wed Mat 

& some perfa ■ apply ELO. 

FTJR TELEPHOTC/POSTAL 

BOOKINGS ft PERSONAL 
CALLERS 

0171 4S4 S060 (BKQ FEE) 

DUQffiSS CC Ol?! 494 5070 CC 344 

4444 wa rag f«;/836 fttfej tee) 

0171-4133321 Eves 8pm. Wed mat 

3pm Sal5pn&03O 
“A SAUCY COJ*DY"E $Kj 

now in rrs stn year 

DONT DRESS 
FOR DINNER 

“Gloriously Outrageous" 7 Out 

FORTUNE 0i7r 836 2738 
Fran 13 Dec. 4 MagcuJ Xros Stan* 

THE ENCHANTED TOYSHOP 

"A red trad to 3-9 >ear 'Tbs' ijdn 

DUKE OF YORK’S 0171836 

5122/9637 oc 420 0000/344 
4444 (34 hra. no Teel 

ROYAL COURT CLASSICS 
Henry Gooinan 4dng G SUbvan 
Fred Pearson Tim Porter 

HYSTERLA 
by Terry Johnson 
BEST COMEDY 

OLIVIER AWARD 
tnitorirtv angmal 

and onlertaring'S Tries 
Press Nghi Tomgttl al 7pm 

FOR 1C INEEhS WAY 
fries 7 31pm Mais Sal 3cm 

FORTUNE BO & CC 0171 8M 
2238/0171312803? 

DAVID ANDREW 
BURKE HAVUJ. 

Susan HUTs 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 
Adapted Stepnen MaUanan 

"A leal thrill of honor1’5 Times 
NOW IN rTS 7TH YEAR 

Uy»Sal Bpm Mas Tues 3pm Sal 4pm 

FORTUNE 0r7l S36 3238 
tone of the finest performances 
on Ihe West End stage' Slim's On 

MARIE 
“A faraoth of fresh ah” Tms 

EVERY SUNDAY 3 30om 

GARRICK 0171 494 5085/ 
0171312 1500 inot*g lee) 

WINNER OF 

19 MAJOR AWARDS 
The Royal National 
Theatre production 

JB Priestley's 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 
“THRHJJNG_MUBT BE SEEN" 

DUal 
“ONE OF THE MOST 

INTOXICATING, THEATRICALLY 

MAGMATTVE EXPERIENCES 

OF THE 1990s"ES 

“TWO HOURS OF 
ENTHRALLING, VISUALLY 
STUNNING DRAMA"DTd 

FINAL LONDON SEASON 

UonPn 745. Sai 500 S 015. 

_Wedma)2j0_ 

GIELGUD ShalledwyAre me cc 
0171494 EaUnortg tee) 

cc 0171344 4444 [no bfeg feel 

Groups 01 "1494 5454 

julia McKenzie 
COMMUNICATING 

DOORS 
by ALAN AYCKBOURN 

"A UaOORAWATs; OCBJEDY 
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■ THEATRE! 

Maria Friedman 
leads a sour 
chorus of English 
liberals in 
Wertenbaker’s new 
Royal Court play 

■ THEATRE 2 

... while the 
degradations of 
the film business 
are explored in 
Kopit’s Road 
to Nirvana 

■ CABARET 

My life as Reg 
Holdsworth: a 
refugee from 
Coronation St 
gives Wycombe 
the inside story 

■ TOMORROW 

Dave Brubeck 
at 75: still 
pleasing the 
public and 
annoying the 
jazz buffs 

Angst in the chattering classes 
The Break of Day 

Royal Court 

L 
ast year. Max Staf- 
ford-Ciark’s Oul of 

.Joint brought London 
both Etherege’s Man 

of Mode, a Restoration com¬ 
edy inspired by the poet Roch¬ 
ester. and Stephen Jeffreys's 
The Libertine, a modem play 
directly concerning him. This 
year the company has been 
louring The Three Sisters in 
tandem with Timberlake 
Wenenbaker’s new The Break 
of Day, which contains a 
character who is performing 
Chekhov's Vershinin for a 
small theatre, and a good deal 
of conversation on fin-de-sitele 
topics. The superficial connec¬ 
tions between the two are not 
exactly unmissable. 

Bur what of the deeper 
parallels? When we think of 
Chekhov, we surely think of 
people first, ideas second. We 
value him less as a social 
philosopher or prophet than 
as a human being with a 
profound understanding of 
men and women floundering 
in an era of change. Shaw 
signally failed to grasp this 
when he called his brilliant, 
brittle Heartbreak House “a 
fantasia in the Russian man¬ 
ner on English themes”. Break 
of Day seems similarly to 
want to be subtided: “A Che- 
khovian rumination on Brit¬ 
ish. end-of-millennium. post- 
feminist anxieties*'; but if 
Wertenbaker were to admit so. 
we would have to tell her she 
was missing something. 

It is an intellectually spritely 
and entertaining piece, and in 
the second half it has its 
emotionally authentic pas¬ 
sages. By then, a woman’s 
need for children has become 
the primary subject, and it is 
one about which Wertenbaker 
has strong feelings. But there 
is still no pretending that the 
main characters are very rich 
and no concealing that some of 
the supporting ones are pretty 
raw. 

Couples gather in an Eng¬ 
lish garden: Robert (Nigel 
Terry), die Chekhov actor. 
Hugh (Brian Protheroe) a 
record producer, their wives 
Tess (Catherine Russell), a 
once-idealistic journalist 
turned cynical in middle age, 
and Nina (Maria Friedman), a 
singer who has lost her femi¬ 
nist inspiration. Add Jamie 
(David Fielder), a surgeon 
enraged tjy the impending 
closure of his hospital, and 
April (Anita Dobson), a lec¬ 
turer fed up with the erosion of 
university standards, and we 
have what is presumably in¬ 
tended to be a representative 

Maria Friedman (Nina). Brian Protheroe (Hugh) and Nigel Terry (Robert) in a scene from Timber! ake Werten baker’s new The Break of Day 

Bubbling amid 

the soft soap 
Across the nation, the 

repercussions of that 
historic television 

broadcast are still being 
pondered and argued over. 
Questions of the utmost im¬ 
portance now have to be 
confronted. How can the 
marriage possibly survive? 
Should the call of duty take 
precedence over persona) de¬ 
sire? How. above all. will 
they cope at the freezer 
centre? 

The Oprah-ficarion of 
Kensington Palace is of sec¬ 
ondary’ importance to devo¬ 
tees of genuine soap opera. 
The most significant event of 
last week, as any fule kno, 
was the departure of ken 
Moriey — known to millions 
as frozen food supremo Reg 
Holdsworth — from the cast 
of Coronation Street. 

After six years in the 
programme Motley's char¬ 
acter, a blustering middle 
manager and would-be aes¬ 
thete. has acquired the status 
of a 1990s Everyman. 

In the 1980s, ho doubt, Reg 
would have been as avid a 
free marketeer as the next 
man. Now. well into middle 
age. his hairline fast reced¬ 
ing. he sees the competition 
in the corporate jungle grow¬ 
ing more ruthless and de¬ 
manding by the day. The 
reality, for a man of Reg's 
vintage, is that he who dares 
must wear a toup£e. 

What secrets, then, would 

An Evening with 
Ken Moriey 

Wycombe Swan 

Moriey disclose in this audi¬ 
ence with the faithful? Am¬ 
bling on to the stage with — 
what else? — a supermarket 
trolley, he had a distinct look 
of mischief about him. as if 
he was about to divulge 
enough behind-the-scenes 
gossip to keep the tabloids 
happy until the next lesbian 
loss in Brookside. 

Bur in the end Moriey (or 
Reg — the two seem inextri¬ 
cably entwined) proved to be 
unexpectedly diplomatic. 
Perhaps the tastiest snippets 
are being held in reserve for 
his autobiography. 

Never mind. He still had a 
colourful line in stories 
about his coming of age in 
ld?Os Lancashire" — an era. 
he recalled, when a young 
engineering apprentice who 
wore a pink shin and lis¬ 
tened to Tchaikovsky was 
asking for trouble. 

And if the question-and- 
artswer format was a little 
awkward, we still heard 
enough of the old Holds¬ 
worth epigrams. If La Roche¬ 
foucauld were alive today, he 
too might be working in a 
supermarket. 

Cltve Davis 

mix of the liberal English in 
disillusion and disarray. 

The conversation ranges 
from the awfulness of the 
1060s to the awfulness of now 
to a future likely to be more 
awful than Chekhov's opti¬ 
mism claimed. Sentences like 
“compassion and humanity 
have cracked in the last 15 
years and we’ve let it happen" 
wing across grass that has 
presumably been treated with 
Thaicherite weedkiller, for it 
too has become arid and 
parched. But then a dim but 

pregnant girl (Kate 
Ashfield) comes to 
interrupt the social 

lament and turn the plot in a 
more personal direction. In a 
bold inversion of feminist 
dicM, both Hugh and Robert 
want to push their wives up 
the career ladder, and both 
Tess and Nina want some¬ 
thing a lot more traditional 

The hankering for children 
takes Tess to a fertility clinic 
and Nina to an East European 
country we are assured is not 

Romania. The scenes with a 
British doctor who talks of 
“jollying up your eggs", and 
ends up blithely recommend¬ 
ing foetus implants, is cartoon 
nightmare. The battles with 
foreign bureaucracy and ex- 
communist chaos generate 
greater tension and fun. al¬ 
though they too tend to be 
more Gogol than Chekhov. 
The actors, incidentally, are 
pretty lively throughout with 
the occasional exception of 
Dobson. 

A nice but revealing in-joke 
starts the second act Nina and 
Hugh, waiting nervously in a 
Balkan airport, are accosted 
by a couple who mistake them 
for a theatrical delegation. 
“Aren? you David Edgar and 
Caryl Churchill?” they ask, 
indignantly grabbing back 
their welcoming bouquets. 
No; and on the evidence of this 
play nor yet is Wertenbaker. 
She has some way to go before 
she gives us a Top Girls, let 
alone a Three Sisters. 

Benedict 
Nightingale 

Hopeless hopefuls in 
city of frantic dreams 

Go to ice land 
THE«&B&TIMES 

IHHnSa 
THEATRE 

WITH a glittering cast of 
international figure-skat¬ 
ing champions. Nutcracker 
on Ice is a must-see this 
Christmas period. The 
story of Clara and her 
adventures in the fantasy 
land of the Nutcracker 
Prince, the wicked Mouse 
King and the Sugar Plum 

__ Fairy are set off with 
spectacular sets, lavish cos¬ 

tumes and Tchaikovsky's immortal music. Club members 
can save £5 on tickets to this perfect family show at the 
following venues: 

Dec 27 Manchester NYNEX Aram. TfckeJs normally £14.50 to 
£22-50. Td 0161-930 8000 to book, quoting your Theatre Chib 
membership number 
Dec 28 Birmingham NEC Tickets normally £16-50 to £2250. Td 
0121-767 4744 
Dec 29 Newcastle Arena. Normally £12-50 to E20. Td 0191-401 8000 
Jan 2.3 Sheffield Arena. Normally £16.50 to £2250.Tel 0114-2% 5667 
Jan 5,6 London Arena. Normally £1630 to £2250. Td 0990121212 

LONDON 
Shaftesbury Theatre 
Dec 19-28 
• BURSTING with classic 
hits from the 1950s and 
1960s, Shakespeare'S “for¬ 
gotten rock’n’roll master¬ 
piece" Return to the 
Forbidden Planet — or, as 
he would have known ft, The 
Tempest — returns to 
London. Club members can 
buy best-seat tickets for 
£18*50 (normally £23-50) for 
Mon toThurs performances. 
Td 0171-379 5399 

Ambassadors Theatre 

Dec 11-15 
•TICKETS £10 (normally 
£1630) for Harry Gibson'S 
adaptation, of Irvine Welsh'S 
cult novel Trainspotting. Tel 
0171-8366111 

Playhouse 
Dec 3 (4pm) 
•THE Liverpool Pbets - 
Adrian Henri, Roger 
McGough and Brian Patten ■ 
— join forces with play¬ 
wright Willy. Russell and 
guitarist Andy Roberts for a 

TO JOIN the Theatre Chib 
either send a cbeque for 
£1250. made payable to 
The Theatre Qub, together 
wrath your name, address 
and telephone number to 
The Theatre Club, P.O. 
Box 2364, Colchester 002 
8JL or telephone 01206 
791737 using your credit 
card. Please allow 28 days 
for delivery of your 
membership pack. For 
general inquiries call 0171- 
387 9673 
TO BOOK, please phone 
the listed number during 
normal office hours. The 
price printed on the ticket 
you receive wQi be the 
special price negotiated fay 
the Theatre Club. In some 
cases there may be a trans¬ 
action charge to cover 

performance of poetry and 
song. Tickets £10 (normally) 
£15. Td 0171-839 4401 

NORTHAMPTON 
Bemgate Theatre 
Dec 4-9 
•TICKETS £850 (normally 
£11-50) for Mon-Thurs eve¬ 
ning performances and Sat 
matinfe of Jane. Austen’s 
Pride and Prejudice. Td 
01604 24811 

WAKEFIELD 
Theatre Royal & 
Opera House 
Qgg Q 
•TWO stall tickets for the 
price of one (normally £5.50) 
for the pantomime Sleeping 
Beauty. Td 01924 366556 

EDINBURGH 
Festival Theatre 

Dec 12 
•TWO stall tickets for the 
price of one (normally £1450 
to £19.50) for Barry 

Humphries's one-man 
show. Look at Me When Pm 
Talking to You! Td 0131-529 
6000 

LIVERPOOL 
Everyman Theatre 
Nov 30-Dec 8 
•TWO tickets for the price 
of one (normally E5 to £950) 
and a free programme for 
the pantomime Aladdin. Td 
0151-7094776 

WOKING 
New Victoria Theatre 
Dec 8 
• GLYNDEBOURNE 
Touring Opera presents 
Benjamin Britten's Owen 
Wingntve. Tickets half-price 
(normally E44). Tel 01483 
761144 

BRACKNELL 
Wilde Theatre 
Dec 9.31 
• TWO tickets for the price 
of one (normally £6.50 - £7) 
for the 3?ra performances of 
Charles Dickens's ever-pop- 
ular A Christmas Carol Td 
01344484123 

Road to Nirvana 
Traverse, Edinburgh 

What we all know 
about Hollywood is 
that its heartless in¬ 

habitants will do anything, 
betray anyone, in order to 
clinch the deal that will make 
them major operators in the 
movie business. 

A man will “cut his wrists”, 
“eat shit”, he will "give his 
balls” to reach the heights 
where he can be feared and 
envied." I rs not love we want,” 
says one of the characters 
here, or words to that effect, 
“irs feigned loved." Because 
oily this is charged with the 
envy essential to confirm one's 
achievements. 

So Arthur Kopit shows us 
three hopefuls in this dty of 
frantic dreams, and what you 
may have assumed were just 
three loose metaphors from 
me — in the first sentence of 
my second paragraph—Kopir 
presents for real: the first one 
m front of our eyes, the second 
during the interval and the 
third, thankfully, offstage. 

A1 is a producer recently 
fired by a studio but now 
claiming to be an indepen¬ 
dent. He has combined forces 
with Lou, a raffish and con¬ 
temptuous ex-nun — the mind 
boggles ai her convent — and 
what binds these two together, 
and has bound them to the 
megastar of their new project, 
only becomes clear in the 
second half. For the first act we 
are in AJ's Los Angeles garden, 
between a palm tree and the 
pool where he is persuading 
Jerry, a partner he once fired, 
to work on the new film. The script is so hot a 

property that the title 
page is a sheet of asbes¬ 

tos. Drooping Jerry, steeped in 
failure, is confused when the 
film turns out to be Moby 
Dick, but this is Melville for 
sex maniacs. Writer and star is 
none other than the greatest 
female rock singer in the 
history of the world, here 
called Nirvana. She will play 
Captain Ahab, roaming the 
seas in search not of a whale, 
but a great white sex organ. 
Which she will do battle with, 
grapple and so forth. 

The scene in the second ad 
where Michael Taylors de¬ 
sign has turned the stage into 
Nirvana’s malachite palace 
and she describes her film's 
dimax to an awestruck Jerry, 
is a scene rich in the mad 
exaggerations typical of Kopit 
The title of his first play. 30 
years ago, was similarly ex¬ 
traordinary: Oh Dad. Poor 
Dad, Mamma’s Hung You in 
the Closet and Pm Feeling So 
Sad. 

That play was also blister¬ 
ingly serious, and so is the 
intention of his latest fait 
when all is said and, er. done it 
is a simple story extravagantly 

Maggie Norris: raffish 
and contemptuous ex-nun 

packaged. Those metaphors of 
abasement and sacrifice, in 
becoming real actions, turn 
into metaphors again, for the 
same dehumanising states. 

But if the content falls short 

of satisfying, the performances 
are vividly colourful in Justin 
Greene’s smooth, swift pro¬ 
duction. in which monstrous 
demands are made to seem, by 
an awful logic, natural deeds if 
wealth is the only criterion of 
worth. 

Stephen Frost and Maggie 
Norris are a ferocious pair of 
hustlers, Tara Hugo is the 
loopy star, and Lou Hirsch 
gives an engagingly funny 
portrait of a man swinging 
between denial and desire. 
Now aghast at tiie threat to his 
manhood — “This day is 
actually getting worse" — now 
falling back on the malachite 
steps, giggling hysterically at 
the discovery that, in his crazy 
world, worst equals best 

Jeremy Kingston 

, COLLECT 30 TOKENS FOR 
A CHANCE TO WIN £20,000 
FOR AN 80-DAY HOLIDAY 

Win a trip for 
two to Israel 

The Times and The Sunday Times, are offering readers the 
chance to win one of 80 holidays for two, plus 10 per cent 
discounts, to a range of destinations throughout the world. 

Tbdays prize is a 7-flight holiday to Israel for two worth £2190. 
The tour includes visits to places most people will feel they are 
familiar with already through their knowledge of the Bible. 
Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee. Caesarea. Capernaum, Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem are all cm the itinerary. 

In Tlel Aviv you will stay at the world-famous King David 
where you will explore the many religious sites. You will go to 
Tiberias, the Mount of the Beatitudes, she of the Sermon on the 
Mount the Dead Sea and Jericho, then to the mystic city of Safed. 
and stay an the shores of the Dead Sea after visiting Jericho. 

DEPARTURES: Mar 10, Apr 14. May 12, June 9. Sept I. Oct 6 
and 27. Nov 24,1996. Price from E985. down from 0.095 per 
person, with our 10% discount- 
Tb win todays holiday, answer the question below and phone 
our competition hotline: 089140 50 34, open until midnight 
tonight The winner will be chosen at random from all correct 
entries. Normal Times Newspapers competition rules apply. 

Q. Where was Jesus born: Nazareth. Bethlehem or Jerusalem? 

Cafls are chained at 39p par minute cheap rata and 48p at afl other fries. 
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Cox* Kings often readers 10% 
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holidays featured this week, lhe price 
covers flights, transfers and shared 
doubt* room. For a brochure cat 
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TheOpen 
University 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
The Open University offers over 30 environmental 
courses, study packs and text, some of which lead to 
BA, BSc or MSc degrees and others which meet 
individual needs. Some packs are particularly attrac¬ 
tive for trainers who require project support material. 
Examples In the range are: 

□ Enterprise and the Environment: 
a six month postgraduate course for business managers 
and technologists covering environmental manage¬ 
ment systems and technical steps for waste reduction ri 
energy and materials. Standalone or as part of an 
MSc programme in manufacturing. 

□ Diploma in Pollution Control: 
is an underepaduate level qualification offering students 
a choice of courses in addition to tiie core courses 
of Environmental Control & Public Health and 
Environmental Monitoring & Control. 

□ Renewable Energy: 
a major resource pack for university and FE lecturers 

wind, wave, biomass, hydro, tidal and geothermal 
energy: Winner of the 1995 EL/fiOSOLAfi Prize. 

Profit from Environmental Management 
VHs a practical open [earning pack to help managers 

make sense of the environment as a business issue. 
The pack puts the user firmly on the road to BS7750 
and the Eco Management and Audit Scheme. Now 
also available with a dedicated trainers guide. 

& on TV-BBC2,2 December at 08.45 

Please send me full details of Environmental 
Management courses. 
Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Rsfcmto: The Open Urnensfy TO Bck 625, WBon Keynes, MK1 TTY 

24 Hour Hotline: 01908 379199 
University education and training open to all adults 
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Regicide of all the Russias 
Norman Stone 
on the strange 
legacy of the 

last Romanovs’ 
ruesome end 

PETSlCHWSroPHER 

THE TIMES TOUItSDMNOVEMB2BJ5» 

the Surrealists 

Beware regimes that are 
nice. It usually means that 
they are just hopelessly 
inefficient, as Tsar Nicho¬ 

las □ was. For fear of criticism, 
whether for idleness or extrava¬ 
gance, he did his own secretarial 
work: licking the stamps, wrapping 
the gum-paper round parcels, etc. 
This, he thought, would constitute 
“work" in the eyes of the very 
critical, sniggering educated class¬ 
es. who said in any case that Russia 
did not need a limited monarchy: 
she already had a limited monarch- 
So, taking more and more power 
into nerveless hands, Nicholas II 
marched dutifully on to the disaster 
of 191?. and the horrible death of 
himself, his wife, his four daugh¬ 
ters, his sick son, the nanny, and 

THE ROMANOVS 
The Final Chapter 
By Robert K. Massie 
Jonathan Cape, £17.95 

TSAR 
The Lost World of 

Nicholas and Alexandra 
By Peter Korth 
Little. Brown. £35 

THE FALL OF THE 
ROMANOVS 

By Mark Steinberg and 
Vladimir Khrnstalcv 

Yale. £18.50 

even the little boy's dog, at the 
hands of drunken provincial Com¬ 
munists in a far-away town on the 
edges of Siberia. 

His gruesome end has a grue¬ 
some finale: the digging-up of 
remains from assorted holes in the 
earth; the sending of samples for 
DNA testing with British relatives; 
the final disproving (for such it has 
lobe) of claims that there were any 
survivors of the massacre; and, 
perhaps in the not too distant 
future, a burial of the Tsar’s 
remains in the Romanov crypt in 
the church of the Peter-Paul For¬ 
tress in St Petersburg. The Queen 
will be asked to attend, but I hope 
that die will just support those 
more modest Russian souls who 
would rather have the Tkart end 
commemorated with a simple cere¬ 
mony at a simple church, now 
rebuilt, in Yekaterinburg, where 
they were all slaughtered. Russians 
are not very good at simple 
ceremonies, but in this case they 
need to be encouraged. 

Robert Massie made his reput¬ 
ation with Nicholas and Alexan¬ 
dra, a study of the two principals in 
the «id of the Romanov dynasty. 
He has written a decent account of 
the rediscovery of the remains, the 
searches for bones, the identifica¬ 
tion of the slaughtered children, 
and his story remains horrible. 
Richard Pipes, in writing his recent 

Nicholas and Alexandra met as teenagers in 1884 at the Great Palace, Peterhof, built by Peter the Great in imitation of Versailles 

account of the Bolshevik Revolu¬ 
tion, devoted several pages to this, 
and quite right, too: a revolution 
that begins with the approval of its 
leader for the murder of children 
makes its character dear from the 
outset The massacre was botched: 
bullets bounced off corsages that 
were reinforced by hidden jewels, 
so bayonets had to be used to finish 
the job, and die invalid Tsarevich 
was murdered along with his 
siblings. Many other members of 
the family were butchered; the 
survivors spread around the globe, 
most of them, so far as I can judge, 
thriving rather better than did the 
Habsburgs — admittedly, a much 
larger family, but one with its due 
share of drug addicts and black 

sheep. Massie writes very well, and 
lakes the right advice (he has used 
William Clark'S remarkable Lost 
Treasures of the Romanovs to 
effect) and this book is a proper, if 
harrowing, pendant to his earlier 
bodes on the Romanovs. 

Tsar is an excellently produced 
volume of little-known archive 
photographs and new ones by Pfeter 
Christopher, with text by Peter 
Kurth. Tsarist St Petersburg has 
enormous appeal: an undergradu¬ 
ate of mine, Jonathan Hill, once 
remarked that it was a combination 
of "Wedgwood and cardboard”. 
Hie Russia-hating Marquis de 
Custine called it “a monument that 
the Russians have put up to their 
future greatness”, and he was right 

I remember going round the Win¬ 
ter Palace nearly 25 years ago with 
a student — now Professor Domi¬ 
nic Ueven of the LSE — and saying 
in my Scottish way: "I wonder how 
much this cost” I have seen the text 
of this kind of book better done — 
doe Obolensky and Max Hay¬ 
ward’s Russian Empire is unbeat¬ 
able — but the illustrations, never, 
and 1 salivate at diem. 

Mark Steinberg, with a Russian 
collaborator from the archives, has 
produced a volume of documents 
about the last days of the Tsar. It is 
competently introduced, with an 
account of the last Tsar’s character, 
and his bullying German wife. The 
documents speak for themselves, as 
the Bolsheviks, from top to bottom, 

devote themselves to the destruc¬ 
tion of the Romanov family. 

There is a remarkable novel on 
the Revolution. Solzhenitsyn's Red 
Wheel, written in numerous vol¬ 
umes and with obsessive detail in 
the author's seclusion in Vermont 
It is not very widely read, in part 
because of Solzhenitsyn's one-man 
crusade to purify the language by 
reintroducing archaisms (and 
sometimes inventing them). A Rus¬ 
sian friend told me that he only 
knew of two readers of the work — 
me, and the author’s mother-in- 
law. It is difficult even for a 
Solzhenitsyn to work up much 
sympathy for the royal victims of 
“revolutionary situations”. But 
with Nicholas n, Massie succeeds. 

S urrealism, looked a1'fipw-a 
distance, seems, an exritmg 
phenomenon, full of exotic 

personalities who were active in 
fiterahii^ paintm& die theatre and 
the cinema, not only in ftanoe but 
also elsewhere: Consequently, one 
would expect the biography o[ 
Andri Breton, its chief begetter and 
self-appointed guardian, to be a 
stimulating stray. Instead, these 
600 pages have left me sunk in 
gloom. It is not the feult of the 
author, who has researched his 
subject with great care and lays out 
the facts impartially: what, de¬ 
presses is tte^rctade of so much 
philosophical muddle, such mon¬ 
strous egotism and repeated out- 

Breton is certainly unique in one 
respect: he quarrelled, and quar¬ 
relled nastDy, with 'more fellow 
writers and artists than any other 
literary figure has ever done. There 
is something sad and ridiculous 
about the holder of such a record. 

Although, since 1988, he has been 
consecrated by admission to the 
Galfimard FKSade series of French 
classics. Breton. (1896-1966) was not 
primarily a writer. He was more of 
an animoteur, a guru with power¬ 
ful if fitful aura, who needed to feed 
on other people. 

_Win Weightmafl 

REVOLimOK 
OFTHEMIND 

The Life of Andre Breton 

tyMarkPofin001 
_Bloomsbury. £25_ 

0ss,sri&4g 
- ■- i i . a i iFiVitTi ‘felllV insanity tnrougn 

duced delirium. We nughmy_^ 
he tad rejected the concept otCod, 
hut was searching inside the hu- 
he had rejeaeu ^ "T*" ,^*,7 
but was searching inside inhu¬ 
man head for a puadanrinbR. 
the immanent transcendenLW^ 
would be the true poetic experience. 

or-ii i <Lar. .u-oixxcuwr 

i guru with power- Poete assassin4 
who needed to feed 

His aim, he said, was not to 
write poetry but to live it 
He would assiduously 

woo anyone who might help to that 
end, only to reject these soul-mates 
as soon as their personalities 
ceased to fit comfortably under his 
own. He must have had a mesmer¬ 
ic quality that worked through 
personal contact but is not percep¬ 
tible in his writings. His books, 
with the exception of the semi- 
fitifonal Nadja, his only work to 
have had any general appeal, strike 
me as very disappointing; and erven 
Nadja ends with the typically 
pompous but meaningless asser¬ 
tion; La beauti sera convulsive ou 
elie ne sera pas. 

He abominated the Catholicism 
of his pious mother, yet he behaved 
like a religious leader. He needed to 
commune daily with his band of 
followers, whose discussions and 
Surreal activities he supervised 
with jealous care. He has often 
been called the Fcpe of Surrealism; 
I see him rather as being, on the 
one hand, a John the Baptist 
perpetually announcing a divine 
advent that never matenalised and, 
on the other, a Chief Inquisitor 
rooting out heretics. Since he 
himself was the changeable author 
of die dogma, he could .scent a 
heresy at any moment; as a result 
the membership of his little church 
was always in process of change. 

The negative aspect of his doc¬ 
trine was a radical intensification 
of the rebellious strain endemic in 
French culture since the 19th centu¬ 
ry. Convmtional French society 
was to be rejected' en bloc as 
spiritually dead and oppressive; 
literature was to be damned as a 
bourgeois survival; language itself, 
a bourgeois mental prison, needed 
to be disrupted. This did not at first 
involve commitment to political 
action, although it later led to 
byzantine wrangles with the Com¬ 
munist Party and to die defection of 
Aragon, the apostate most fiercely 

The traditional British 
view of the Habsburgs 
is suffused with a nos¬ 

talgic glow that defies histori¬ 
cal analysis. They are consid¬ 
ered to be tiie grandest 
European dynasty, when in 
fact they are parvenus next to 
the Capetians. They are be¬ 
lieved to have been great 
patrons of the arts, when 
almost every elector of the 
empire they epitomised creat¬ 
ed more beauty than they did. 
The}’ are felt to have been 
civilised and benevolent when 
in effect their rule was stupidly 
severe, occasionally lapsing 
into brutish savagery. The 
consequence of this is the 
ludicrous opinion, voiced half- 
seriously but persistently, that 
the cure for the problems of 
Central Europe is the re¬ 
establishment of the Habs- 
burg Empire. This ignores the 
fact that most of the problems 
in Central Europe were creat¬ 
ed by Habsburg rule, whose 
vicious logic required that all 
subject peoples should be en¬ 
couraged to hate each other. 

Andrew Wheatcroft’s new 
book therefore set various 
alarm bells ringing in this 
reviewer’s mind, particularly 
when the last illustration 
proved to be a photograph of a 
grinning Dr Otto von Habs¬ 
burg (son of the last Emperor. 
Karl, and present family head) 
surrounded by his brood. But 
Wheatcroft sets our mind at 
ease. ”1 do not want to foil into 
the trap or monarchist syco¬ 
phancy." he declares: he is at 
heart a "Red". 

Neither holy, 
nor Roman: 
just dynastic 
Adam Zamoyski 

THE HABS BURGS 
By Andrew Wheatcroft 

Viking. £20 

COURT, CLOISTER 
AND CITY 

The Art and Culture of 
Central Europe 

1450-1800 
By Thomas DaCosta 

Ka of maun 
Weidenfeld O Niaolson, £25 

The only red thing about the 
first hundred pages or so are 
the graphic descriptions of 
endless battles, complete with 
specifications as to what a 
Swiss pike could do to a head 
or neck. Things get blacker 
when he moves on to what he 
calls "the Hahsburgs’invisible 
power”. He righdv focuses on 
the Hahsburgs’ self-invented 
image and dynastic mytholo¬ 
gy. But he foils to relate it to 
other mythologies and imag¬ 
eries; every dynasty since an¬ 
cient times has been at it And 
he does not fit this image- 
building and rebuildingto the 

ventures, the failures and poli¬ 
ty changes which it was called 
upon to dress up. 

There is no real sense here of 
that extraordinary bid for 
supremacy which singles out 
the Hahsburgs. Three centu¬ 
ries of manoeuvres, marriages 
and wars to lever rivals out of 
Italy and do the Luxemburgs 
and the Jagiellons out of their 
land do not get the attention 
they deserve. Nor does Philip 
ITs heroic failure to bring this 
country into his grasp. Had 
his marital plans or his naval 
ventures worked out, the sun 
might never have set on the 
Habsburg Empire. 

After that, the Habsburg 
story is one of hanging an, 
with increasing desperation. 
At the beginning of the 18th 
century the Bourbons stripped 
them of Spain and its empire. 
A century later Napoleon 
forced Frands II of the Holy 
Roman Empire to restyle him¬ 
self Francis I of Austria. They 
hung on for another century, 
trapped within an aberrant 
philosophy of their own inven¬ 
tion, a “system" that had 
become an end rather than a 

means. The means required to 
keep it going grew increasing¬ 
ly unpleasant beneath a sug¬ 
ary gloss of operettas ana 
waltzes. They included gratu¬ 
itous cruelly to Italian liberals, 
bestial treatment of Hungary 
in 1848 and the refinement of 
rewarding Ruthene peasants 
for the severed heads of liberal 
nobles in Galicia. 

Yet many remain fascinated 
by the fate of this dynasty and 
feel affected by its downfall. 
Tragedy there certainly was, 
even if it was the consequence 
of the Hahsburgs’ own imbe¬ 
cility. And it is easier to convey 
the tragedy of the uncompre¬ 
hending Habsburg emperor 
of Mexico, Maximilian, racing 
a firing-squad at Queretaro in 
1867, than that of the thou¬ 
sands of anonymous Mexican 
peasants he had butchered. It 
is all a question of taste. 

The region in which the 
Habsburgs' legacy has been 
most keenly debated is, of 
course. Central Europe. 
Thomas DaCosta Kaufoiann’S 
Court. Cloister and City con¬ 
siders early modem Central 
Europe as a single cultural 
entity. He defines it as the area 
of the Holy Roman Empire 
under the Habsburgs. plus the 
two kingdoms of Poland and 
Hungary. These lands were 
bound by dynastic intercon¬ 
nection and a shared religious 
culture — and not least by a 
certain sense of insecurity 
which made them ding to the 
spiritual legacy of Rome with 
exaggerated tenacity. The area 
was (and is) inhabited by 

- - 'I : 7:: .. '■• *1 . 

be Podte Assassin# by Breton’s 
hero Apollinaire, in Creating 

French Culture (Yale, £45) 

We might also say that if the 
experience of the immanent tran¬ 
scendent were possible, man would 
be God, which is another paradox. 

Needless to say, Breton did not 
become God, and the games he 
played with his followers now seem 
childish, although there was one 
suidde and more titan one case of 
mental derangement Breton him¬ 
self was surprisingly' prudent .as 
Foluzotti points out ”ft was as if he 
Were forever standing on the edge 
of a precipice, applauding those 
who had jumped or had had die 
good fortune to foil’, scorning .those 
who held bade; himself unable to 
takethe final step.” .. . 

Similarly, while condemning 
other-people:for accepting social 
compromises, he appears to have 
lived largely at the expense of 
others: his parents, his first wife 
and bourgeois or aristocratic pa¬ 
trons. In the end, he solicited 
government-sponsored lecture 
tours and, for from preaching the 
disruption of languge, warned 
about die, mistakes in his daugh¬ 
ter's Rendu All in all, then,.aVdy 
fallible human being, but I suppose 
we have to agree that, in 'sprite 
mysterious way, he served jai" a 
catalyst, whose effect, for gbptiiqr 
ill, is stfli detectable today. 

ans teed by ratianalisn£tHfcis 
at his best when he questions 
the “Germanness” both'^i^s- 
ical and inspirational, 
contentious figures 
Stoss and Albrecht Dflnrer7y4- 

Tychonian system of the universe (1661): Tycho Brahe 
the Habsburg Emperor Rudolf II; from Carole Stott’s i 

extraordinarily varied ethnic 
groups which sought a com¬ 
mon identity in this tradition. 

Kaufrnann's temporal pa¬ 
rameters are judicious. He 
begins at the moment when 
the Renaissance penetrated 
the area, reaffirming that 
Roman legacy just as the 
Reformation was about to 

shatter the original, religious,. 
unity. He ends with the disso¬ 
lution of the Holy Roman 
Empire and the Polish Com¬ 
monwealth, ushering in the 
age of nationalism, which 
overrode this shared legacy. 

The intellectual climates cre¬ 
ated by the age erf nationalism 
wreaked havoc with (be study 

ht) was astronomer royal to 
atud Charts (Studio £12.99) 

of the area's cultural history, 
as cohorts of - professorial 
beards and glinting spectacles 
took up their positions on the 
cultural battlefield, and pro¬ 
ceeded to chum put specious 
arguments claiming artists 
and scientists for their awn 
nation. Kaufrnann slays many 
of the preposterous old dilig¬ 

ences. The Renaissanc& yl- 
fiuences that reached/ 'N0S- 
covy (which he. conffifemefy 
refers to as “Russia” 'iii1'tne 
1450s) collided with a cultural 
context that blocked their fur¬ 
ther development. Yet in Hun¬ 
gary, Poland and southern 

. Germany, they met witireui- 
tural traditions which aflamdi. 
them to evolve further. 

He displays im{£gS»fe 
scholarship and an a$&5ai- 
ing grasp of maierial£?|M>I 
cannot help feeling that hedges 
taken on too much. He"i$f$B£y 
sound on southern Gehfefoy 
and the Bohemia of RtiSdjgS, 
somewhat shakier on Hjjmpi- 
ry, Pbland and Russia^fps 
imbalance accords SI wffigtpe 
professed aim pf the IfoiSj&If 
Central Europe is to be con^- 
ered "as a. cultural end?®*, 
then a given theme nftistne 
traced right across rtJ Kjfctf- 
mann is too academic foplck 
out salient areas ahcf.~-to 
generalise outrageously /--‘bn 
others. He keeps his enthusi¬ 
asm under control and 
be scrupulously fair to both 
sides of every coin: This Ynafe-s 
for dense prose and renders 
tile book less enjoyable ffforidt 
should be. It is still a consider¬ 
able achievement. + 7 
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Robert Skidelsky recalls the SDP, which tried to break the mould of British politics but chose the wrong man to do it 

Claret, 
sweat and 

sdp m 

tears The Social Democratic Party 
buzzed like a bee in the 19SOs 
and then expired, leaving 
many shattered hopes and 

broken careers. It started on March 26. 
1981, as a breakaway of 14 (eventually 
28) MPs from a suiddally left-wing 
Labour Party. The “Alliance" it formed 
with the Liberal Party won 25.4 per 
cent of the vote in the 1983 general 
election, with 23.1 per cent in 1987. 

But under our "first past the post" 
system, its parliamentary reward was 
meagre. After 1987 there were only five 
SDP MPs. In 1988 pan of the SDP 
merged with the liberals; the rest 
continued as a separate party under 
David Owen till he wound it up in 
1990. The only obvious political legacy 
of the SDP was to make the successor 
party, the liberal Democrats, “more 
managerial and disciplined". 

That, at any rate, is the conclusion of 
this often gripping. 
but far from author- - 
iiative study of the SDP: T 
"birth, life and Life and I 
dea* of the SDP". Socia) DeII! 
written by two pollu _ . 
ical scientists from 
Essex University. It an<1 ™ 
alternates between ou 
entertaining chap- .. —. 
rers of gossip and 
sober chapters of organisational and 
electoral analysis. But essential parts of 
the context are left out. The SDP was 
ready for the weakness of Labour, not 
for the strength of 'Thatcherism. Al¬ 
most immediately, the question of its 
positioning in relation to the Thatcher 
revolution" became critical to its ability 
to win and hold seats. Remove this 
political context and the quarrels 
within the SDP about how close to get 
to the liberals and much else are 
inevitably reduced to a clash of 
personalities, with David Owen in his 
familiar role of wrecker. 

The portrait of Owen is pure 
caricature. Owen is difficult He app¬ 
ears here, at best, as a smouldering 
volcano, always on the verge of 
eruption; at worst as an egomaniac. 
His generosity of spirit his real interest 
in ideas, his sense of strategic direction 
are ignored. He was consistent in 
wanting to keep the SDP separate from 
the Liberals. This was die root of his 
estrangement from Bill Rodgers and 
Shirley Williams, who felt increasingly 

SDP: The Birth. 
Life and Death of the 

Social Democratic Party 
By Ivor Crewe 

and Anthony King 
OUP.E25 

comfortable in the liberal home (Roy 
Jenkins did so from the start). Whether 
the kind of SDP Owen wanted could 
have put down roots in the early 1980s 
is the major untested proposition 
because such an SDP never emerged. 

For this there were two main 
reasons. The first is that the breakaway 
party, looking back to a consensual 
corpora tist past, was slow to gel the 
measure of the 1980s. As a result you 
had the paradox of a new party with 
nothing new to say. This was not true 
of Owen. He started advocating a 
“social market economy” in May 1981 
— a (act Crewe and King omit. This, 
together with his strong support for the 
Falkiands War and the retention of 
Britain’s nuclear deterrent, pointed to a 
patriotic, market-based party with 
generous social instincts. But there was 
little support from Jenkins, Rodgers 
and Williams for such a semi- 

Thatcherite pack- 
- age. For them, 
e Birth. Thatcher was still 
>ath of the the Devil incarnate, 
cratic Party ?Acr Potential 
_ gains were unex- 

plotted. Crewe and 
my King King show that 53 
125 per cent of SDP 
. .. activists had been to 

grammar school, 
and 70 per cent of Alliance voters (as 
well as 84 per cent of Tory and 57 per 
cent of Labour voters) wanted gram¬ 
mar schools restored. Yet the SDP was 
far too cautious to break out into such 
politically incorrect terrain. Thatcher 
was always one step ahead. The SDPS 
curse was to be supported by too many 
of the bien peasants. 

The other reason for the SDPs 
failure to develop a separate identity 
was that it was captured by Roy 
Jenkins and the Liberal leader David 
Steel, who saw a chance to bring- an 
Alliance government quickly to power 
cm a wave of popular disenchantment 
with “extremism". This strategy was 
just plausible in the autumn of 1981. 
when opinion polls showed 50 per cent 
popular support for the Liberals and 
SDP. Why did it persist when Alliance 
support started to crumble in 1982? 

The short answer is that Shirley 
Williams shirked the Warrington by- 
election of June 1981. which she 
probably would have won and which 
would have made her leader of the 

ESssag? 

David Owen and Roy Jenkins at the 1981 Warrington by-election: when Jenkins resigned and Owen became leader, the party was too little and he was too late 

SDP. Jenkins stepped in, reduced 
Labour's majority from 10,274 to 1.759, 
and by his "reluctant boldness” be¬ 
came the automatic choice as SDP 
leader when he returned to Parliament 
as MP for Hiilhead in March J9S2 Jenkins was older than the others 

and badly wanted to be Prime 
Minister. He was committed to 
the strategy of a single push and 

for that he needed the Liberals; Steel, in 
turn, needed the SDP to break out of 
the liberals* Celti(>fringe^uTn-com¬ 
munity-politics ghetto. Crewe and 
King concede that Jenkins’s 11-month 
leadership of the SDP was a disaster. 
Th^y do not mention that Williams* 
decision not to contest Warrington was 
taken “largely on the advice of Tony 
King, the Professor of Politics at Essex 
University and a close friend" (David 
Owen. Time to Declare, page 520.) 

In a sense, the SDP* death started 
before it had begun to live: it was 
strangled ai birth. Between 1983 and 
1987 the midget party was kept alive 
only by the outsize personality and 
appeal of Owen. By the time he and the 
“continuing SDP" were able to free 

themselves from the Liberal embrace 
in 1988, it was too late, and perhaps he 
had lost interest. 

Should Jenkins, Owen, Rodgers and 
Williams have stayed on. to “tight and 
fight again” in the Labour Party? 
Loyalty' is a great political virtue. But 
the amount of lying and self-abase¬ 
ment required of right-wing Labour 
politicians by 1980 went far beyond the 
call of party duty. Do we admire 
Healey and Hattersley for their bro¬ 
ken-backed response to Tony Benn’s 
takeover bid? 1 don't think so. Nor did 
it do them any good. 

Is it really true that “almost no trace 
of the SDP" is to be found in 
contemporary British politics? The 
emergence of Tony Blair’S “new Lab¬ 
our". we are told, “owed almost 
nothing to the SDP"; the Tories were 
“almost wholly unaffected" by it The 
arguments supporting these dogmatic 
assertions are flimsy. If Crewe and 
King had followed the trail of ideas, 
rather than of political corpses, they 
would have found many traces; and 
some of the bodies they have not 
noticed are starting to appear in places 
where they have not deigned to look. 

The meritocracy and its Maecenas 
Prescriptions for social 

and economic advance 
either tend towards the 

belief that less should be 
expected of government and 
more of individual aspirar 
tions, or hold that tuning the 
instruments of the State best 
promotes the common good. 
The youthful Michael Young 
spent a formative and success¬ 
ful period in the latter camp, 
drafting the Labour Party* 
manifesto for the 1945 election 
and heading its research de¬ 
partment throughout the 
years of its implementation. 

He was frustrated, however, 
by the dynamics of the main¬ 
stream political process, and 
embarked on a “third road". 
Since then, in dozens of ways, 
he has shown that the scope 
for.making a difference to 
society is just as wide outside 

government as 
within iL 

Now. as Lord 
Young of Darting- 
ton. he has just 
turned SO. and an 
illustrious selection 
of die hundreds of 
people with whom 
he has collaborated 
pays tribute to him 
in this collection of 
essays on his life 
and work. He is ■ 
not a household 
name, partly 
because of his lack 
of interest in self- Great 
promotion; and yet 
he is undoubtedly one of the 
pre-eminent figures of the 
postwar period. His roles as 
thinker, researcher, reformer 
and entrepreneur bind these 
disparate items together. 

Great and good: Lord Young of Daitington 

All his life. Young's work 
has been grounded in Utopi¬ 
anism, which makes it ironic 
float the most important expo¬ 
sition of his ideas. The Rise of 
the Meritocrat. is a satirical 

ttiitsg ■ 

and dystopian vi¬ 
sion. described in 
Daniel Bell’s essay 
as “one of the most 
imaginative social- 
science fictions of 
the 20th century". 
But his theory is 
carefully mapped 
on to the real 
world, and as sev¬ 
eral contributors 
comment, Young 
staunchly refuses 
to let abstract socio¬ 
logical models de¬ 
flect from his own 

ngton understanding of 
everyday life. W.G. 

Runciman and others show 
how this is reflected in his 
research methods, where his 
gift for drawing out interview¬ 
ees is the foundation for vivid 
and penetrating analyses of 

The ideal Christmas 
gift...? 

You may think 
that... I couldn't 
possibly comment 

'A triumphant return... 
the best book of the three' 
SUVSDaY telegraph 

social conditions in his books, 
such as Family and Kinship in 
East London. 

Young has never been con¬ 
tent to wait for the slow- 
burning impact of his thinking 
to reach practical realisation 
through public policy. Armed 
by his preoccupations with 
disadvantage, the family, the 
consumer and lifelong learn¬ 
ing, he has devoted most of his 
energy during the past half- 
century to spawning new org¬ 
anisations. Name a social 
invention of the last 40 years 
and it is likely that he thought 
of it, pushed for it, or set it up. 
The early chapters cover many 
of these, among them the 
Consumers' Association and 
the Open University. The book 
is also littered with testimonies 
to Young’s extraordinary abili¬ 
ties as a fundraiser, a busi¬ 
nessman and a developer of 
the talents of others. 

What could have been a 
mere panoply of praise is 
spiced by the variety of 
Young’s career, a career which 

Josh Hillman 

YOUNG AT EIGHTY 
The Prolific Public 

life of Michael Young 
Edited by Geoffrey 

Dench. Tony Flower 
and Kate Gavron 

Caramel. £18 

has earned its eulogies despite 
the fact that it isn’t even over 
yet he is still active, writing, 
and establishing new initia¬ 
tives, most recently for the 
promotion of distance learn¬ 
ing in southern Africa. He 
remains, too. a learner him¬ 
self: Tessa Bladcslone offers 
an amusing account of 
Young’s simultaneous incum¬ 
bency as President and stu¬ 
dent of Birkbedc College. 

Two questions remain: what 
motivates such relentless ener¬ 
gy, and how did his rare 
attributes emerge? Vincent 
Brome recalls a journey with 
Young on which they discuss¬ 
ed whether the satisfactions of 
altruism were "so deep that 
they for outreached those of 
selfishness". Another contrib¬ 
utor to this excellent fest¬ 
schrift, Asa Briggs, who is 
writing Young’s biography, 
may provide some answers. 

Josh Hillmann is a research 
fellow at the Institute far 
Public Polity Research. 

WILL SELF prefeces his latest 
book, a collection of journal¬ 
ism. with the candid admis¬ 
sion that it “represents the 
fruit of being prepared to do 
more or less what any editor 
asks me to do". Despite such 
pliancy in the face of editorial 
demands. Self is confident that 
the articles he has chosen to 
reprint here fell safely on the 
right side of Cyril Connolly's 
celebrated distinction: be¬ 
tween journalism, that which 
should be read only once, and 
literature, that which can sus¬ 
tain repeated viewing. At 
times. Self's various news¬ 
paper and magazine editors 
wanted book reviews, at oth¬ 
ers. longer profiles or travel 
pieces. But there was surpris¬ 
ing consistency m how they 
used Self: he was their man for 
anything to do with drugs. 

The enthusiasm for sending 
Self out to cover drug stories is 
explained by another of his 
candid admissions. “I grew up 
on drugs ” he tells us. “By the 
time I was 15. I was a daily 
drug user... Speed and dope; 
and then heroin when I was 
17." Though such habits 
should in no way influence 
our view of him as a writer. 
Self is subtle in allowing for 
the possibility that it generally 
does. He explains that drugs 
have had an unfortunate ten¬ 
dency to be equated with art as 
a symbol of creativity — a 
writer known to be drug user 
has. in our culture, an aura 
out of reach to one who simply 
likes elderflower cordial. 

Media 
hitman 
for all 

seasons 
Alain de Bolton 

JUNK MAIL 
By Will Self 

Bloomsbury. £12.99 

But Self wants it both ways. 
The title and arrangement of 
this collection draws attention 
to addiction, but he is impa¬ 
tient with non-drug users' 
ghoulish interest in narcotics. 
At the end of a piece about 
London drug dealers. Self 
rounds on his unaddicted 
commuter readers: “You don’t 
want to stay in the drug zone, 
do you? No. 1 didn't flunk so. 
Turn the page, get on with the 
next article, go home." 

IF SELF is so irritated, it is 
because he knows how seduc¬ 
tive and yet perilous the image 
of drugs can be. In articles on 
William Burroughs, he de¬ 
plores the way in which 
Burroughs's qualities as a 
writer have been confused in 

the popular imagination with 
his drug use. Those encour¬ 
aged to lake drugs by Bur¬ 
roughs failed to realise the 
distinction between writing 
the life of a junkie and living it 
which explains why Bur¬ 
roughs is still alive and many 
of his fans are not. Self was 
once a victim of such confu¬ 
sion, believing that “if you 
were a hard drug addict you 
were an underground writer, 
of necessity ...1 felt very 
cheated when 1 woke up at the 
age of 21 with a bad heroin 
habit in complete obscurity.” 

Self still feels that drug use 
should have a place m our 
culture, but sadly his enthusi¬ 
asm for developing his ideas 
on the topic has an unfortu¬ 
nate tendency to flag, so that 
the reader ends up having 
little trouble agreeing with 
him when, rather surprising¬ 
ly. he sides with Thomas 
Szasz's view that the debate on 
drugs is ultimately boring. 

The rest of this collection 
meanders cheerfully over a 
range of topics: there is a piece 
on Selfs enthusiasm for driv¬ 
ing on motorways, another on 
flying first class to New York, 
another about getting a cyst 
removed from his penis. The 
prose alternates between ma¬ 
chismo and erudition. With 
such honesty in admitting to 
the origins of this collection, it 
would be churlish to fault 
Junk Mail according to liter¬ 
ary standards. It offers no 
more and no less than a good 
Sunday paper arts section. 

Executive leather collection 
For readers who ergoy qualify. The Times offers a 

collection of wallets and dories, hand-stitched 
using the finest leathers. AD items are available in 
black, embossed with The Times. Make your 
selection from the following: 
• Executive diaries: die desk diary and its pocket 
equivalent come in either deep-grain Montana 
leather or smooth Napcdi hide. The diaiy pages are 
printed in burgundy and grey type on top quafily 
cream paper with gilt edging, and have perforated 
comers so you can easily access the current week. 

The diaries have a L3-month week-on-twopages 
(12 month in the pocket version), a burgundy ribbon 
marker, year planner, three-year forward planner, 
pages for expenses and staff holidays and 16 pages 
of world maps in coJour.They measure 256mm x 
210mm and 174mm x 84mm. Prices: Napoli desk 
£59.00. Napoli pocket £5.00, Montana desk £39.00, 
and Montana pocket 05.00. 

All accessories are trade in lughquaSty smooth 
black hide and fined with water-marked moire and 
blonde pigskin. 
• A4 conference folder two-fold executive case, 
measuring 315mm x 235mm. Ramies a leather- 
edged pocket for an A4 pad, two pen loops, two 
business card pockets, a large half pocket for loose 
documents, and a press-stud tab fastener, price 
£55.00 
• MewBoud travel waBet stylishly-made and 
accepts the classic large UK passport as wdl as all 
other sizes. Ccmpfete with fuD-width rear pocket for 
air tkta& and other travel documents, a ckd purse, 
four credit can) podtets, a tipped pocket for trailers' 
cheques and receipts, ajoter notes section and pen 
loop. Measures 187mm x 07mm. nice E49D0 
• Business uuri organiser, whh Vxm\ atver nickel 
mechanism, right alphabet index dividers. 16 

removable transparent sleeves for up to 96 cards 
back-to-back, and a diagonal pocket for loose cards. 
Measures 200mm x 140mm- Price E31.00 
• Credit card wallet incorporates a removable 
five-pocket quality pvc credit can! section. ID 
window, and two leather card pockets. Meaures 
ICSmm x 75mm. Price E14D0. 

! The Times ! 
j Executive Leather Collection | 
> PVaso send me (Grey qunrrtty) I 

i_ftpciM»tf«(SLU —IUhWiMDUI [ 

j _N*gtMMOtaraauo — HMmPMfcitDfajettUO { 

_MQtfmeiFskW*BUe _» OMVWMtuue 

I fjftg*ar«aUD-MMlWItMfl 

j _ 
I Attn__ - 

}--Postcode.__ 

II cnatee tfwque/TOfc} payable to The Timas FT605 

I Value __No_ 

■ Pfeaawto rare andaddress on back of ai cheques 
J OidattLniySrtdty Tares via/ Access/ Vta tart no 

I agnatura ,.. ^..- Data__{ 
I SMd and rentanco b EwGuttue CMy Ottar The Timas a 
| FfS05.ro But 393, LoigMonBuzaid. Beds IU772D I 
! ttattdrelaHHqrMiinliialadK'natfrliattaii ■ 

I milaBm«aii«pnniftHttnmn»aBDpmHaWnn.m I 
I «Wwfriii»atoai J*^.»gtiCTwc*marftMar»P»c«naig i 
l inr--iriiini*ir^-^iir~T •- I 

J A«» lck you oonoiasiivKato tan dfcn tom j—| j 
■ TTnTlmnr iifniiiilh) ir.ni 1_| ■ 

ORDER BY PHONE: 01525 851945 



40 TRAVEL NEWS 

Santa’s grotto 
flights restart 

By Tony Dawe 

THE rush is on to see Santa 
Claus in his grotto, not in the 
nearest dty centre store, but in 
the Arctic wastes of Lapland. 
Record numbers of British 
tourists are expected to fly to 
Finland in the next three 
weeks for short visits that 
include a meeting with Santa. 

Transun Holidays is organ¬ 
ising charter flights to 
Rovaniemi hum 23 UK air¬ 
ports starting on December 9 
with day trips from 
Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, 
Exeter, Glasgow and Jersey. 
The cost varies between £179 
and EI99 per person, depend¬ 
ing on the departure airport, 
and indudes coach transfers 
to Santa's village to see his 
workshop and post office. 
Transun took 3JSOO visitors to 
Lapland last year and hopes 
For more than 4,000 this year. 

Cosmos has pulled out of 
the day-crip market but ex¬ 
pects to take 2,000 tourists on 
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four-to-six day visits, from 
£569 per person, to Levi 
served by the less crowded 
Arctic Circle airport of Kittila. 

"We haw found that people 
are prepared to pay a little 
more tar a longer stay which 
will give them the chance to 
take snowmobile and husky 
safaris or go skiing,” says 
Barbara Kurau, of Cosmos. 

Cheaper stays are available: 
Superlative Travel, of west 
London, offers four days in 
Lapland from December 11 for 
£299 per person. British Air¬ 
ways stalled the ball rolling 
on Tuesday by taking more 
than 100 mainly disadvan¬ 
taged children on a day triple 
Rovaniemi aboard a new 
Boeing 777. 

Rnnair ' will operate 21 
scheduled services from 
Heathrow to Rovaniemi in 
December compared with five 
last year. 

“The Santa business is 
booming.” says Ulla Pakar- 
inen, die Finnish Tourist 
Board's UK director. “We are 
attracting visitors horn Japan 
and die Far East and several 
European countries, including 
France, but the largest num¬ 
ber come from Britain. We are 
expecting 12.000 in December, 
which would be double die 
figure two years ago. Many 
parents regard the trip as a 
Christinas present for their 
children and are staying long¬ 
er so they can an enjoy the 
adventure programmes.” 

Most holidays over Christ¬ 
mas are sold out adds Mrs 
Pakarinen. becasue tapignrf 
offers “a traditional Christmas ' 
with the perfect setting, a real ! 
winter wonderland”. 

AIRPORT SAVINGS 
ON CHRISTMAS 

PRESENTS 

THE TIMES 
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Fly-and-buy boom 
THOUSANDS of cost-con¬ 
scious travellers are cutting 
their Christmas shopping bills 
by ordering tax-free presents 
by tdephone which they col¬ 
lect before boarding their jets 
at Britain's biggest airports. 

BAA. the airport operator 
which rum Heathrow, Gat- 
wick and Stansted, claims that 
its free personal shopping ser¬ 
vice is now bong used by 
more than 150 customers a 
week and that the number is 
growing rapidly. 

At least 15 high street retail¬ 
ers are now operating in each 
of the terminals, offering re¬ 
ductions of about 15 per cent 
on the normal price ofpopular 
products. 

BAA makes more money 
from its shops than from land¬ 
ing fees. And despite the in¬ 
troduction of the airport de¬ 
parture tax, the number of 
flights and passengers is 
growing inexorably. 

FopuJar high street stores 
such as Dixons, HMV, Austin 
Reed, He Rack, liberty and 
Burberry are among dozens 

By Harvey Elliott 

cashing in on this c&frtiyc 
jw/iimep and the boom in 
airport trading^ „ 

BAA guarantees mat au 
prices quoted by retailers 
granted franchises to open 
their doors at the airport wul 
be at least free of VAT. Often 
prices are well below die VAT- 
free level and the demand for 
bargains has been so great 
that BAA has opened a book¬ 
ing service enabling canny 
shoppers to order by phone in 
advance and collect their pur¬ 
chases as they pass through 
the airport 

Business travellers in a hur¬ 
ry are among the most fre¬ 
quent users of the service be¬ 
cause, they claim, it is a way of 
using up "dead time” spent at 
the airport 

Last week alone, BAA'S 
shopping “consultants”—spe¬ 
cialist advisers who atho- take 
orders by telephone in ad¬ 
vance then have the goods 
ready when the passenger 
arrives at die airport or who 
guide shoppers in person 
around the stores — took 

-das for three Rofex watch- 
sfa facsimile machme a^a 
*10.000 uw“ *“nond, 
Swas to be used in an 
engagement ring in America. 

Though theavera^ sprang 
on tax-free goods is about 15 
^oent.*el»tereduaions 
™ duty-free items such as 
drink is even greater. Most 
Popular brands of spirits are 
nowbalf die price of those in 
S, Street Shops, enabtag 
S!br travellers to cash m 
£tn more on the windfall 
offered at the airports. 

This week’s Budget will 
mean that the average high 
street price of a litre bottle of 
spirits will foil hy 36a once 
retailers have sold their exist¬ 
ing stock- BAA officials said 
yesterday they were planning 
to introduce comparative price 

The European Union and 
British Customs have, how¬ 
ever, pledged to wind up duty 
and tax-free sales withm the 
next three years, ending the 
Christmas shopping bonanzas 
for travellers. 

HORDES of Channel Tunnel "booze 
train” passengers are besieging 
Eurotunnel duty-free shops afro- the 
company announced it was cutting 
the price of its spirits and cigarettes 
by a third, Jonathan Prynn mites. 

Thousands of Christmas bargain 
hunters, many of them on day-return 
coach outings through die runnel, are 
queueing for up to three hours amid 
chaotic scenes at the Eurotunnel 
terminals in Folkestone and Calais. 

Other passengers, hoping to use Le 
Shuttle as the last way to drive to 
France, have complained about miss¬ 
ing appointments after being caught 
up in tiie maelstrom at the terminal 
shopping areas and their car parks. 

Duty-free cut sparks chaos 
Gillie Coghlan. 41, a financial 

analyst from Oxford, said she was 
late for an important business lunch 
in France after she visited the duty¬ 
free shop at the Folkestone terminal 
earlier this month. 

"The queue to get into the shop was 
100 yards long and six people wide,” 
she said. "I could not get anywhere 
near the counter.” After abandoning 
the plan to buy duty-free. Mrs 
Coghlan returned to her car but was 
unable to get out of the car park for 

two hours. On her return to England 
she was told that there would also be 
a two-hour wait at the duty-free shop 
in the Calais terminaL 

The duty-free reductions, com¬ 
bined with the current special winter 
fares on Le Shuttle trains, mean that 
the potential savings can easily cover 
the cost of a trip. A party of four 
adults travelling by car could make a 
total saving of more than £200 
compared with high street prices by 
making full use of their spirit and 

tobacco duty-free allowances. A mid¬ 
week day-return ticket for a car and 
passengers costs £39. 

A spokeswoman for Eurotunnel, 
which cut 33 per cent off its duty-free 
alcohol and tobacco products last 
month, said extra tills were being 
installed at the shops to cope with the 
surge in demand. In tiie meantime, 
jazz bands, jugglers and downs were 
being laid on to keep the queues 
entertained while they waited, she 
said. Last Friday, a record 6,900 

vehicles, including hundreds of 
coaches, were carried on the Channel 
Tunnel trains. . 

"Passengers are being advised at 
that there are queues at the duty-free 
shops and if they want to get to 
France in a hurry they should go 
straight on to their trains," she said. 

A spokeswoman for Eurotunnel 
said its duty-free prices would not be 
affected by the Budget- Its prices 
remain £635 for a. litre of Gordon’s 
gin compared with £10 for the 
normal duty-free price, £6.65 for a 
litre of Beil’s Scotch compared with 
£10.95 previously, and £10 for 200 
Marlboro cigarettes compared with 
£14.75 before. 
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A bit 
dog 

eared Lust week's heart-warm¬ 
ing 5lory of Louise, die 
liny shih-uu dog res¬ 

cued from the overheated car¬ 
go hold nf a BA jer after 20S 
passengers agreed to a lengthy 
and cosily diversion, has a 
thought-provoking sub-plot. 

Louise's owner is Irene 
Saunders. 53, who has decided 
to live in the Cots wold village 
of Bounon-on-ihe-Waier. She 
fells me she fell in loir with 
England during a holiday visit 
that convinced her to spend 
her last years in the country¬ 
side of Middle England rather 
than at home in great spaces of 
Texas. “I am a widow with no 
family left except this linle 
dug." she says. "1 could have 
lived anywliere in the world. 
I.uu [ chose the Cotswolds 
because to me they are charm¬ 
ing. gentle and welcoming." 

Buurton-on-the Water has a 
population of fewer than 3.000 
and yd attracts some two 
million visitors a year. At least 
-It) per cent of the foreign 
lourisis who are disgorged 
from their coaches at the 
village green are from the 
United States. 

So great is the popularity of 

Oman out to lure UK tourists HOLIDAYS OF THE WEEK 

1 

The 
Travel 

Business 
—♦— 
HARVEY 
ELLIOTT 

Bourton that it has come to be 
regarded among economists 
and sociologists as the perfect 
example of a “positional good" 
— something which loses its 
status or value when it be¬ 
comes accessible to all. 

I hope, therefore, that Mrs 
Saunders settles happily in 
Bourton and is not disappoint¬ 
ed as she begins to realise that 
it may have lost much of its 
intrinsic charm and quintes¬ 
sential Englishness because of 
mass international tourism. 
Surprisingly, research indi¬ 
cates she may just be lucky. 

The Cotswold District 
Council carried our a survey of 
both visitors to. and residents 
of, Bourton to try to establish 
how they might live in harmo¬ 
ny. “The view has sometimes 
been expressed that there are 
too many visitors to Bourton 
and a need to Introduce con¬ 
trols to try to reduce the 
numbers," said its report 

"Yet two out of three visitors 
interviewed were of the opin¬ 
ion that the level of visitors 
was not too high and only 12 
per cent of the remaining third | 
said that it had spoilt their 
visit. 

“It appears that from the 
visitors’ point of view Bourton 
offers all the features that we 
would wish to be seen as 
indicative of the Cotswolds 
rather than a village that has 
lost some of its character 
through commercialisation of 
tourism—yet the more crowd¬ 
ed it becomes the less able they 
are to appreciate it." 

Local residents, on the other 
hand, thought there were too 
many tourists who were bring¬ 
ing it “downmarket”; were 
worried about the litter and 
felt the tillage was “not flour¬ 
ishing, merely surviving". 

Many an expat Briton who 
has tried to turn a holiday 
infatuation with a supposedly 
“idyllic” foreign resort into 
living reality has faced disillu¬ 
sionment. Let’s hope Mrs 
Saunders doesn't. 

ONE OF Arabia’s must spec¬ 
tacular. but least known, 
cou nines is dipping its toe into 
the international tourism mar¬ 
ket — 25 years after it first 
emerged from centuries of 
isolation. 

As Jeremy Hanley, the 
Foreign Office minister, dis¬ 
covered this week when he 
paid an official visit to Oman 
on its quarter century, the 
Sultanate is trying to wean 
itself from a dependence on 
oil. Now Oman has decided to 
develop new industries to 
cushion the blow when the oil 
starts to run out. 

But though 50 new tourism 
developments, including a lux¬ 
ury yachting marina, are 
under way. in the short term a 

shortage of hotel beds, togeth¬ 
er with a conservative attitude 
towards tourists, means that 
the growth will not be rushed. 

Two of Oman’s biggest ho¬ 
tels, the award-winning AJ 
Bustan Palace and the Inter¬ 
continental. are dosing their 
doors next week so that Oman 
can host the summit confer¬ 
ence for the six countries in the 
Gulf Co-operation Council. 
Regional concerns continue to 
take priority over the needs of 
the small but fast-growing 
groups of tourists arriving in 
Muscat, the capital, even if 
this means that 500 of the best 
hotel rooms in the region are 
temporarily out of bounds. 

By Harvey Elliott 

When the Anglophile Sultan 
Qabous Bin Said. English- 
educated and a graduate of 
Sandhurst, ousted his repres¬ 
sive father in 1970. there were 
only ten kilometres of asphalt 
roads in the whole country. 
Now there are 7,000. There 
were three schools and 900 
students in a nation of more 
than two million. Now there 
are 900 schools and half a 
million students. Omanis are 
gradually replacing the for¬ 
eign workers who carried out 
much of the development. 

Now private, government- 
approved tour companies are 
taking parties of tourists to 
towering multicoloured 

mountains, enormous sand 
dunes, andem villages, forts 
and unspoilt oases. 

But the Sultan is deter¬ 
mined to prevent the new 
industry from developing too 
quickly and wants Id avoid 
mass tourism. Because he has 
concentrated for The past 25 
years on building infra¬ 
structure, buildings are mod¬ 
ern. efficient arid pristine. 
There is linle crime, women 
can walk anywhere without 
Tear of being molested and the 
begging and aggressive trin¬ 
ket-selling that bedevils 
much of the Middle East is 
absent. 

The Omanis take p relaxed 
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The Four Seasons in the Caribbean has been voted the world’s top resort for its unspoilt beauty and excellent service 

Nevis tops resort poll 
THE Four Seasons in Nevis, 
where scores of photographers 
captured the Princess of Wales 
splashing in the Caribbean 
with the young princes, has 
been voted the world’s top 
resort in the most comprehen¬ 
sive survey of travellers’ 
tastes. 

Condi Nast Traveler polled 
more than 30,000 readers for 
their views on the best cities, 
islands, hotels, airlines and 
resorts and found places as far 
apart as Aspen and Bangkok 
winning approval, with hon¬ 
ourable mentions for some 
British hotels. 

The Four Seasons outscored 
many more exclusive destina¬ 
tions to head the list of top 100 
resorts, with readers praising 
its unspoilt beauty and excel¬ 
lent service, the resort sits on 
a palm-fringed beach with 
views across a fast-running 
strait to the undeveloped hills 
of St Kitts, while behind it 
rises the tree-clad slopes of the 
volcanic Mount Nevis. 

The resort beat the Inn at 

By Tony Dawe 
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I Sydney 1 Regent. Hong Kong 
2 San Francisco 2 Shangri-La, Bangkok 
3 Florence 3 Peninsula. Hong Kong 
4 Rome 4 Oriental. Bangkok 
5 Vienna 5 Ritz. Paris 
6 Salzburg 6 C rill on, Paris 
7 Paris 7 Mandarin, Hong Kong 
8 London 8 Plaza Athenee, Paris 
9 Kyoto 9 Bristol, Vienna 
10 Vancouver 10 Kowloon Shangri-La 

Spanish Bay, Rsbble Beach, 
California, and the Ritz- 
Carlton at Aspen into second 
and third place. Two hotels in 
Bangkok, the Shangri-La and 
redeveloped Oriental on the 
riverside, were surprise en¬ 
tries in the worldwide top ten. 
including America. The best- 
placed European hotel was the 
Ritz in Paris. 

Cunard’S Royal Viking 
cruise ship and the Savoy and 

Claridge’s hotels in London 
made the top 50. with the 
Royal Crescent, Bath, finish¬ 
ing at 67 in the table. 

Other traditional centres of 
excellence in the British Isles 
scored well in the foreign 
hotels section, with high rat¬ 
ings for Ad are Manor in 
Ireland. Gleneagles and St 
Andrews Old Course hotels in 
Scotland and the Lygon Arms 
in the Cotswolds. 

The Hotel de Paris. Monte 
Carla with its Belle Epaque 
decor, modem art therapy 
centre and views across the 
harbour, topped the foreign 
resorts list, with the Mount 
Kenya Safari Club second. 

When it came to favourite 
islands, the magazine’s Ameri¬ 
can-dominated readership op¬ 
ted for places close to home 
with the Hawaiian islands of 
Maui and Kauai in the top 
three. Bermuda came second, 
with readers praising its ac¬ 
commodation. people and ac¬ 
tivities. The Isle of Capri’s 
scenery and environment won 
special praise but it still did 
not make the top 20. 

While the choice of islands 
might baffle many British 
travellers, most would proba¬ 
bly support the list of cities 
with the Pacific Rim and 
European favourites being 
rated highly. One disappoint¬ 
ment for Anglophiles is that 
British Airways was squeezed 
out of the list of top ten 
airlines, finishing eleventh. 

view of habits such as 
alcohol, and Though there ore 
no sireetside bars, hotels and 
restaurants are well stocked. 
Women are expected to cover 
their limbs in public, shorts 
are frowned upon and only 
Omanis are allowed to wear 
the ubiquitous cover-all robe, 
but there is no hint of fanati¬ 
cism. Sultan Qaboos said in a 
recent interview: "There is no 
place in our religion for ex¬ 
tremism in whatever guise, 
fanaticism of whatever land 
and factionalism of whatever 
persuasion.” 

For the first time British 
Airways Holidays are includ¬ 
ing Oman in their brochures 
using the new' Boeing 777 twin- 
jet on the route. 

Forte in 
45% hotel 
price cut 

By David Churchill 

FORTE is cutting the cost of 
staying at its luxury Paris 
hotels, including the George V 
and Plaza Arhenee. by up to 45 
per cent as a result of sluggish 
demand caused by the strong 
franc and terrorist attacks. 

The two hotels are among 
the so-called “trophy" hotels 
that Granada, which is trying 
to buy Forte for £3.3 billion, 
says it will sell off if it succeeds 
in the takeover. A single room 
ar the Plaza Arhenee, for 
example, will now cost Fr 1,200 
a room a night, compared to a 
normal rate of Fr2,300. 

The Forte price cuts, which 
are on offer until nexr April, 
are unusual in that they apply 
all week and not just at 
weekends when demand is 
lowest. This reflects the impact 
that France’s recent series of 
troubles, including this week's 
industrial unrest, has had on 
deterring business travellers. 

Andrew Duncan, a partner 
with the hotel consultants 
Pannell Kerr Forster, says that 
Parisian hotels are struggling 
to fill rooms at profitable rates. 

“Our research shows that 
while occupancy rates in the 
French capital were slowly 
increasing last year, this was 
only achieved through sharp 
discounts. And while occupan¬ 
cy was looking better this year, 
the market has been hit by 
incidents which are forcing 
room rates to be cut again." 

But Forte is not alone in 
trying to stimulate demand in 
Paris hotels by cutting rates. 
Concorde Hotels, controlled 
by the Tattinger champagne 
family, is also offering savings 
of between 25 and 35 per cent , 
off published room rates at , 

' some of its Paris luxury hotels. 
And Hyatt and Sheraton are I 
offering reduced weekend | 
rates at their Paris hotels. 

Paris Travel Service also 
has a deal with the Hotel Ritz, 
excluding Christmas and new 
year, for a two-night stay at 
E676 a person, including 
Eurostar rail travel. This is a 
saving of £106 a person on the 
normal short-break price. 

Christmas break 
SHORT bargain breaks just 
across the Channel in inter¬ 
esting hotels are being of¬ 
fered by Driveline to enable 
people to have a brief holi¬ 
day and stock up for Christ¬ 
mas with French wine and 
food. The best is probably 
two nights at the Moulin 
d’Audenfort, a converted 
watermill 20 miles from 
Calais, for ES9 per person 
including the feny crossing. 
Details: 01707 660011. 

Big Apple bite 
NEW YORK city breaks 
from £359 per person both 
before and after Christmas 
are on offer from Key to 
America with scheduled 
flights on United Airlines. 
Details: 01784 24S777. 

Seasonal cruise 
CHRISTMAS cruises in the 
Canaries are available with 
savings of up to £340 per 
person from Costa Cruises. 
Ten nights on the Costa 
Riviera, departing on De¬ 

cember IS. are now £825 pe. 
person for a two-bed inside/ 
cabin including port taxes 
and direct return flights 
from Gatwick and Man¬ 
chester. Details: 017J-323 
2200. 

Another snip 
THE PRICE of a pre-Christ¬ 
mas break in the Maldives is 
coming down week by week. 
Five nights on the resort 
island of Reethi Rah, depart¬ 
ing Gatwick on December 
17, was offered for £499 per 
person by Kuoni a week ago; 
now its- G99. Details; 01306 
740500. 

French leave 
SOUTHERN France at 
Christmas is available from 
£336 for a family of four 
from EuroVillages. The 
price includes studio accom¬ 
modation for seven nights in 
the Latitudes holiday village 
in the Cam argue national 
park, a Dover^Calais ferry 
crossing and two nights in a 
hotel en route. Details 01606 
734400. 

FLIGHTS OF THE WEEK 

Free tickets 
AUSTRAVEL is offering re¬ 
turn flights to Australia from 
Manchester over the Christ¬ 
mas period for £399. Depar¬ 
tures on Britannia Airways 
begin on December 10. De¬ 
tails: 0171-734 7755. Sabena is 
offering two free rickets for 
the price of two full or 
excursion fare tickets on 
flights between London. 
Brussels and Antwerp- The 
offer is valid until March 31 
next year. The free tickets 
must be used by September 
I. Details: OiSl-780 1444. 

German trips 
GERMANY can be readied 
cheaply before Christmas 
with special excursion fares 
from British Airways. If you 
book by next Wednesday 
and fly before December 16. 
return excursions to Frank¬ 
furt and Hamburg will cost 

Munch time 
HILTON National has laun¬ 
ched its new winter leisure 
breaks programme with 
prices starting at £22-40 a 
person a night at its 41 UK 
hotels. The price includes 
breakfast, and free meals for 
all under-fives staying with 
their parents. Details: 0345 
581595. 

Winter golf 
SCOTLAND’S Tumberty 
Hotel, home of last year's 
Open golf championship, is 
guaranteeing that its golf 
course will escape the snow 
and frost this winter. If not, 
then guests get a free night’s 
accommodation and dinner 
as compensation. The Win¬ 
ter Weather Guarantee golf 
programme starts tomorrow 
until March 7 next year and 
costs £144.75 a person a 

£79. Hanover and Munich 
£S9 and Berlin. Leipzig and 
Sturtgart £99. Details: 0181- 
S97 4000. 

Fares down 
BUSIN ESS-class passen¬ 
gers on Maersk Air can take 
their spouses with them in 
December for just 10 percent 
of their own fare. For exam¬ 
ple, a Copenhagen-bound 
passenger would pay £362 
while his or her partner's 
ticket would cost £36. De¬ 
tails: 0171-333 006b. 

Card discounts 
NATWEST Access and Visa 
cardholders qualify for 20 
per cent discounts on British 
Airways low-cost world offer 
fares. For example, a return 
ticket to Venice now costs £95 
with Nice priced at £100 and 
Prague available for £116. 
Details: 0345 664422. 

night at weekends, including 
dinner and one round of 
golf. Details: 01655 331000. 

You rang. Sir 
THE newly refurbished 
Buckingham wing of Lon¬ 
don’s Charing Cross Hotel 
now provides guests with a 
personal butler on a 24-hour 
basis. Details: 0S00 181716. 

Close encounter 
THE Hyatt Hotel in 
Birmingham is offering a 
chance to meet a dancer 
from the Birmingham Royal 
Ballet as well as tickets for a 
performance of The Nut¬ 
cracker at the Hippodrome 
Theatre. The offer, costing 
£92 a person for one night, 
starts on December 9. and 
includes dinner as well as a 
backstage tour of the theatre. 
Details: 0121-643 1234- 

Skiers offered smartcard flexibility I 
%/ EMYR GRIFFITH of EuroWales, a travel company bas 

Travel Hie world again In 
Weekend on Saturday — 

with 77mes writers in 
Burma, Afghanistan, Iran, 

Venice, St Peterebutg 
and Crested Butte. 

AN AUSTRIAN ski resort 
opens next week with a high- 
technology lift-ticket system 
that is likely to become a 
blueprint for ski resorts 
around the world, freeing 
them from traditional con¬ 
straints and opening them up 
as winter theme parks. 

Bad KJeinkirchheim, in the 
southern province of Carin- 
thia, has extended the technol¬ 
ogy that reads smaxteards, 
which let skiers on to the lift, to 
work in other facilities, such 
as the swimming pool. Fair- 
weather skiers or those who 

want to ski for only a few 
hours of the day do not then 
feel they are wasting their 
costly lift ticket 

Most European resorts now 
have the technology to 
“charge" the microchip in a 
watch or “credit" card with 
points. Points are then deduct¬ 
ed by the lift when the skier 
passes through. The technol¬ 
ogy uses radio to “interrogate" 
the chip from a distance. 
Watches worn under gloves, 
or cards kept in pockets, need 

By Graham Dufftll 

be within only a metre of a 
tuinsriie to open it, reducing 
the length of lift queues. 

Potentially, the new technol¬ 
ogy will allow lift companies 
to programme different lifts to 
take varying numbers of 
points off the chip, encourag¬ 
ing skiers to avoid peak 
periods by malting them more 
expensive. 

But the ultimate benefit is in 
allowing the skier to use the 
lift-pass for other activities. 

Wolfgang Eder, tourist di¬ 

rector of Bad Kleinkirchheim, 
or BKK as it is known locally, 
is trying to persuade winter 
visitors to look upon the resort 
as a kind of giant Disney park. 
“The idea behind it is that 
people buy one ticket but when 
the weather is bad. or when 
they are tired in the afternoon, 
they use it to go to the spa, or 
play tennis. There are many 
people who do not want to ski 
all day and who want to get 
good value for money out of 
their lift ticket. This way you 

never waste your ticket” 
BKK uses the credit card 

system rather than the wrist- 
watch, and guests can either 
pay for an all-inclusive ticket 
for a fixed number of days — 
this winter it will cost E97 for 
six days in high season — or 
pay for the card to be charged 
with a certain number of 
points. 

The lift pass can be used in 
the thermal spas, tennis and 
squash courts, curling rinks 
and even golf driving range. 
The system cost BKK 
£500.000 to install. 

EMYR GRIFFITH of EuroWales, a travel company based at 
Pentre Bach, Montgomery, specialising in inbound tourism, 
won a four-day trip to Lazio and Rome in the competition 
featured in the Special Report an Lazio published in The Times 
on November 2. The draw took place at the Lazio Regional 
Tourist Board stand at the World Travel Market ’OS Exhibition 
at Earls Court on November 15. 

Israel signs 
tourism deal 

Cities bid for visitors 
By Gill Williams 

ISRAEL has joined former 
enemies in a tourism alliance 
to encourage travel to and 
between countries of the Mid¬ 
dle East 

The' Middle East-Mediter¬ 
ranean Travel and Tourism 
(Memtta) Agreement follows 
the recent assassination of 
Israel’s Prime Minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin. Signatories in¬ 
dude the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, 
Morocco, Turkey and Cyprus. 

Israel's Tourism Minister, 
Ua Baram. said the killing 
had strengthened Israel’s det¬ 
ermination to join the venture. 
“Rabin became a fighter for 
peace and. along with Sadat of 
Egypt, President Kennedy and 
Gandhi, was killed for those 
beliefs. The people-of‘land 
will continue to fight for peace. 

“We know that tourism co¬ 
operation has been the first 

step towards peace between 
waning countries. It is the 
means to create trust between 
peoples." Egypt and Jordan 
have become popular holiday 
destinations for Israelis since 
etury rules were relaxed two 
years ago. 

Egypt’s Tourism Minister, 
Mamdouh Beltagi, echoed Is¬ 
raeli calls for Lebanon and 
Syria to join Memtta. “Peace 
and tourism are twins. Race 
is a, condition for the flourish¬ 
ing of tourism and tourism 
creates better conditions for 
peace." 

Israelis are still banned 
from entering Tunisia, for 
many years the base of the 
exiled PLO, but Tunisia prom¬ 
ised it would soon relax visa 
rules to welcome Israeli pack¬ 
age holidaymakers. 

One of Memtta's first tasks 
will be to develop combined 
flight and cruise holidays in 
the Gulfs of Aqaba and Suez. 

By Willy Newlands 

THE difficult choices facing 
industrial cities which want to 
join the tourist boom — the 
biggest industry in the world 
come the millennium — were 
emphasised at a Cultural 
Tourism Conference in Metas, 
Majorca, which issued the 
Declaration of Majorca this 
week. 

Some cities want to glory in 
their smokestack history, oth¬ 
ers want to move on and forget 
it as quickly as possible. Each 
ride believes it is doing the 
right thing culturally. 

George Sneddon, of Glas¬ 
gow’s economic department, 
described “dark despair in the 
rain" as the city's 17 shipyards 
were reduced to only two, 
locomotive works and steel¬ 
works dosed. The move into 
tourism was about hope and 
civic pride, he said. 

The city's tourist board was 
not created until 1984. The 
event which turned Glasgow 
around was the opening of the 
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Glasgowmoved into tourism out of hope and civic pride 

Burrell Collection, a new 
museum which attracted one 
million people in a year, and 
the new hope was summed up 
in the slogan: Glasgow’s Miles 
Better. 

Mr Sneddon said: "What 
the city has done is create a 
new image for itself. We are 
not concentrating oh our past. 

which left large areas derelict. 
We have built on our success 
as City of Culture in 1990. We 
are saying: pur music, our 
drama are now. Come and 
join the party." 

“Lindsay Brooks, from Arts 
About Manchester, said the 
dty was trying to promote a 
new image, but within the 

context of its industrial history 
— ballets were being staged in 
settings of old machinery and 
buildings. Ame Ellefors, from 
Norrkoping, Sweden, site of a 
vanished textile industry, said 
there was a need to create a 
fashionable image so that 
people feel a visit is doing 
something important. 

Hie three cities, with others 
such as Lille and Bilbao, are 
developing joint marketing 
strategies which become eligi¬ 
ble for 70 pCT cent EU funding. 
More than 600,000 ecus 
(£500,000) has been ear¬ 
marked for the promotion. 

The session president Pro¬ 
fessor Jose Vidal-Beneyto of 
the European Cultural Agen¬ 
cy. said that the main problem 
faring tourism was not just 
growth, but also the increas¬ 
ingly passive nature of tour¬ 
ists. “We need to launch those 
cities which are rich in cultur¬ 
al associations or industrial 
history, but which are not 
known to the outside world," 
he said. 

Good 
Lisbon, Porto & Faro return 
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Better 

Lisbon, Porto & Faro return 
with 3 days free car hire 

when 2 people travel together 
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London left to rue preparation 

amoans quick to 
capitalise on 

rivals’ problems 

maBCASPUAHP 

London.*.32 
Western Samoans.40 

By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

THE good, the bad and the 
plain indifferent of rugby 
union, English and Samoan, 
was laid before a threadbare 
crowd at Twickenham yester¬ 
day . For an hour, the Western 
Samoans left a lumbering 
London team stumbling in 
their wake, yet, by the end, like 
a boxer on the ropes, they were 
hanging on grimly for the 
victory that keeps their tour on 
course. 

The time that it took London 
to make an impact on the 
game was roughly the time 
that it took a reconstructed 
side to find some element of 
collective form, and left the 
team management frustrated 
at the indecision that sur¬ 
rounds the future of this level 
of representative rugby. “It’s 
pointless putting our a side 
which isn’t given an opportu¬ 
nity to prepare, not only for its 
own benefit but for Eng¬ 
land’s," Tony Jorden. the 
chairman of selectors, said. 

London, the .first of the 
divisional teams to play the 
Samoans in the CIS-span- 
sored series, seek continuity of 
fixtures and freedom to select 
who they will. They are al¬ 
ready planning a tour to-New 
Zealand’s South Island next 
summer. "Whatever vehicle is 
chosen to play against incom¬ 
ing tour sides, it.has to be fully 
supported," Jorden said. 

On the day, however, 
London made too many basic 
mistakes against light-footed 
opponents, whose use of space 
was exemplary and whose 
fourth try was a marvellous 
example of team support. It 
was scored by Lima, his third 

' of the match; and featured 
Fflemu twice before the flying 
wing cut across the grain of 
the defence to the posts. 

lima is one of the core 
players of the new-iook Samo¬ 
an team, along with'Pat Lam 
and To’o Vaega. who are 
among 23 players who have 
signed letters of commitment 
to Samoan rugby. .Since the 
World Cup last summer, they 
have lost seven -players to 
rugby league, another to Ja¬ 
pan, and still more to the 
temptation of New Zealand 

Bowring appointed to 
drive Wales forward 

THE post of Wales national 
coach has become something. 
of a hair shirt, but yesterday 
Kevin Bowring took up the 
challenge (David Hands 
writes). He is the third in eight 
months, after Alan Davies 
and Alex Evans, but the first 
full-time coach employed by 
the Welsh Rugby Union. 

Bowring's appointment, 
that take him up to the 
conclusion of the 1999 World 
Cup in Wales, was inevitable 
if the coaching structure was 
to mean anything. He will 
conclude his present job as 
director of physical education 
at Clifton College at the end of 
this term and take up his new 
post next month. 

The names of Clive Grif¬ 
fiths, who coaches the Wales 
rugby league team, and Clive 
John, from Pontypridd, were 
also considered, but Bow- 
ring’s solid record of achieve¬ 
ment in the past six years, 
with the Welsh under-20. 
under-21 and A teams, served 

. to turn his caretaker role 
against Fiji earlier this month 
into a permanent appointment 

Bowring, 4L has spent most 
of his senior career in- Eng¬ 
land. A native of Neath, he 
was a student at Borough 
Road College and played as a 
perceptive No 8 for London 
Welsh, whom he captained 
for three years, for nine sea¬ 
sons. He also appeared five 
times for the Barbarians. 

“The post of Welsh coach is 
probably -one of the most 
professional jobs in world 
rugby,’* Bowring said. “It has 
been an ambition of mine 
since 1990 and it’s an extreme¬ 
ly exciting challenge." 

Pierre Villepreux will be 
recommended today for the 
post of France team manager 
by Andrt Herrera. who re¬ 
signed from the role earlier 
this month. However, the 
former full back is considered 
unlikely to receive the support 
of Bernard LapasseL the 
French federation president 

contracts. “I believe in the 
cause, in what we are trying to 
do for the future of Samoan 
rugby." Lam. an articulate 
captain, said. 

He led by example at Twick¬ 
enham. As London fumbled 
for coherence, Lam’s pick-up 
from a scrum paved die way 
for Lima’s first try, and Lam 
scored the next himself from a 
well-worked move with Smith. 
London's cause was nek assist¬ 
ed fay the sight of Pears 
limping off at the interval, die 
victim of a strained ankle that 
he hopes will have mended by 
the weekend. 

However, the Harlequins 
stand-off half had made little 
impression either on the 
match or on Jade Rowed, the 
watching England manager. 
His kickmg, at goal and out of 
hand, lacked direction, and a 
potentially bright back divi¬ 
sion was virtually anony¬ 
mous,- though Pears will have 
realised that Mensah’s dam¬ 
aged shoulder.had reduced his 
effect The centre might have 
been better advised to have left 
the field. 

The Samoans sewed the 
game up in the third quarter. 

. The quick-thinking Lima 
ripped die ball from a reluc¬ 
tant defender, took a quick 
tapped penalty and darted 
over, and though die valuable 
Leaupepe left with a twisted 
ankle. Lima crossed for what 
Bryan Williams, their coach, 
described as the kind of team 
try that coaches strive for. 

At that stage, London went 
for broke. Snow, playing per¬ 
haps his best representative 
game. Dallaglio and Dunston 
fed the charge. Watson scored 
his second try, and Dallaglio, 
defenders hanging off him. 
crossed as the Samoans fal¬ 
tered under a deluge of penal¬ 
ties; but the points in their bag 
were already enough. 
SCORERS; London; Trtos: Wafcon (2). 
Dafagto, Mensah Gonwrtons Gregory 
f3). fWiaJty goals: Pears 0. Western 
Samoans: Tries: Lima (3). Lam. Vaega 
Convwstens: KaBeO (3). Penalty goals: 
Kefletr(3}. 
LONDON: J Ufton (Wasps]; D Oleary 
(Hartecajtns), N Qraenetock (Waaps), P 
Mensah (Harlequins), A Adebayo (Baffi), D 
P«*ara (Harlequins). S Bates (Wasps, 
captain): J Leonard (Haiequns). B Moore 
(Hariequks). I Dunston (Wasps). L Dallag- 
lo (Wasps). A Snow (Hariequins), M 
Watson (HarieqUnsL R Jenkins (Harle¬ 
quins). A Dfaroee (Saracens) Peara re¬ 
placed by G Gregory (Wasps. 40mrt] 
WESTERN SAMOANS; A Autagavate:' B 
Lima. S Leaega, G Leaupepe. T Faaiuaso; 
D JCetlett, J fitemu; M MAa. T letasam- 
arva'o, G Latu, S Smith. M BtrtwHsUe. P 
Lfiflvasa. S KaJefe. P Lam (capTaril 
Laavasa replaced by S Variate (29). 
Leaupepe replaced by T Vaega (56). 
Referee: N Lasaga (France). 

Kaleta, the Samoans’ back-row forward, escapes die dutches of Bates, the London captain, yesterday 

Cottrell hopes to survive injury scare 
Cambridge University.. 35 
Steefe-Bodger’s XV..29 

By Peter Bills 

STEVE COTTRELL the New 
Zealander who is captaining 
Cambridge University this 
year^ left the field in the 
second half of this traditional 
pre-University match fixture 
with a twisted knee. 

CottrdL who withdrew on 
the morning of the University 
match fast year, suffered the 
injury in a tackle 12 minutes 
into the second half at Grange 
Road. He hopes that it will 
not threaten his place at 
Twickenham. 

Cambridge suffered a spate 
of injuries causing immense 
disruption, but they were 
good enough to cope squeez¬ 
ing home by six points in a 
thoroughly entertaining game 
of ten tries. The winning 
margin was two goals, three 
tries and two penalty goals to 
two goals and three tries. 

It was always a fast, com¬ 
petitive game and the visitors 
played their part splendidly. 
Cambridge deserved great 
credit for lifting themselves 
mentally only five days after 
their fine victory over the 
Western Samoans, and they 
looked a quick, neat and 
organised side with plenty of 
scoring potential 

University matches fre¬ 
quently confound predictions, 
but the Bowring Bowl seems 
in secure hands. The light 
Blues’ greater power up front 
and quality in the bade row 
aught to give Oxford consid¬ 
erable problems at Twicken¬ 
ham. Cambridge also seem to 
possess the greater poise and 
control in their play. 

SCORERS- Cambridge UWreratty: Trial 
Masten (2). Rutter. Ashtorth, Sodon. 
Conversions: Asfttorth (2). Penalty goals: 
Asttonh p). Steale-Bodgei's Xlr. Trias: 
Hogan (3). Poole. Uomson. Con—tong 
Burin? (2) 
CAMBRIDGE UMVERSfTY: O Clayton 
(Bon and Homertunl. S Sexton fOubfin HS 
and Hughes Hal). A Spencer (Priestley 
College and Si John's), 5 Coltretl (Chnsr s 
Coll. NZ. end St Edmund's, capun). J 
Rutter (Chislehurst and SkJcup GS end 
Magctetenei: R As/rfortfi (Bradford GS and 
FSSsrtwusol. D Masten (Rendcomb's and 
Si Edmund'si; L Mooney (St Bonetaco 
College and Hughes Ham. J Edwards 
(Coopers and Cooom and Si Catharine's), 
N Holgata (Arrrnharpa CS and Robreoni, 
M Hyde (Si Ignatius CaO, Syrtoey. and St 
Edmund's), R Bremtey (Queen Bnabeltys. 
Wakefield and SI Edmund's). D RulM 
(Chosen Hi and Homerton). S Suridge (St 
Kentigem College. Auckland, and Watson), 
J Cocks (Newington Col. Sydney, and SI 

Ecfouxf s). Clayton replaced by D Moore 
(Coleraine InstOute ana Trinity HaS, 3Smin); 
Hyde replaced by G Fury (Diocesan 
Coeego Capo Town and Hughes HaB. 
Alrrmr Cotaf repla/ted by T limited (The 
Lns Csmbndge and Homenon. 52min) 
WFulofd replaced by B Ryan (Vftnbiedon 
Catoge and Homerton. 5=mir.i 

STEELE-BODGGR'S XV: I C Glasgow 
(Hanoi's FP): A Jones (Hartoqums). M 
Denney (Bristol)- N Baal (Nonra-r^zon). R 
Davies (Harlequins); P Burks (Cork 
Consttubon and Ireland] N Hogan 
(Terenura Cofiege and betanc]: G HaJjw 
(London Irish and Ireland). J Hay (Hraiok 
and Scotland), M Limetl (VVereeseiJ. C 
CSbson (Gloucester). M Haag iBaM. M 
Poole (Leicester). I Morrison (London 
Scottish anq Scotland. capt»). R PooF 
Jooes (Wasps). BEamshew (Yam School. 
North Ycrivsnire and & Johns) temporary 
replacement for Pooi-Jcnes. 

Retenre: D Chapman (Ycrkshre) 

The students had much to 
live up to for a duster of Old 
Blues had returned to see 
G M. H. (Mike) Gibson- un¬ 
veil an honours board plaque 
in the pavilion. It was Gib¬ 
son's first Writ to Grange 
Road for 18 years and he saw 
tiie university concede an 
early 17-0 lead as Hogan. 
Poole and Morrison scored 
tries in the first 23 minutes. 

Hie Light Blues, though, 
revived with speed and pa¬ 
nache, the elusive Rutter get¬ 
ting their first try followed, on 
halftime, by Marien's first of 
the afternoon. 

Cambridge edged ahead 
with Ashforth's fry three min¬ 
utes after the interval but 
Steele-Bodger’s XV quickly 
replied with two tries by 
Hogan for a 29-20 advantage. 

The interpasring and sup¬ 
port play of the invitation side 
was impressive, but Cam¬ 
bridge's greater pace finally 
clinched it Sexton and 
Maslen adding further tries to 
put the university dear. 

US look to 
Kite for 

Ryder Cup 
inspiration 

{Sited States Ryder Cup golf 
teamfor the WW match m 
Valderrama, Spain. 

“This is the start of what wll 
be a dream come true for the 
next couple of 
captain of the Ryder Cup 
team," Kite said.. No I 
responsibility, going beyond 
the sportsmanship and the 
tradition, is to get that Orp 
bade over here where it be¬ 
longs, in the United Stetes- 

TTie United States lost the 
Cud to Europe ltt-13* in 
^^ber at Oak Hffi Coun¬ 
try Club in Rochester, New 
York. 

India’s series 
Cricket: India beat New Zea¬ 
land by six wickets in their 
sixth and final oneday inter¬ 
national in Bombay yesterday, 
avenging a crushing defeat itl. 
the previous match and wrap¬ 
ping up the series 3-2. New 
Zealand were bowled out for ■ 
126 in 35 overs, a total that 
India overhauled with 18 overs \ 
to spare. 

Price on course 
Bowls: John Price, holder of 
the CIS Masters tide, comfort¬ 
ably beat Richard Corsie, the 
Commonwealth champion, 
7-1, 7-2, in the semi-finals at 
Coatbridge yesterday. Andy 
Thomson was made to fight 
all the way before defeating 
Paul Conlan 7-3,1-7.7-1. 

Gregory wins 
Squash: Paul Gregory. the 
former British national cham¬ 
pion who now plays for 
Greece, breezed into the quar¬ 
ter-finals of the Qatar interna¬ 
tional championship in Doha 
yesterday by defeating Mir. 
Zaman GuL of Pakistan, 15-6, 
155,15-10. 

Dane goes down 
Badminton: Foul-Erik Hpyer- 
Larsen. 30, from Denmark, 
the All-England champion, 

Jost-to Ong Ewe Hock, of 
Malaysia, 15-8,15-8 in the first 
round of the world grand prix 
final in Singapore yesterday. 

No more tickets. 
Cricket The Texaco Trophy 
one-day international between - 
England and India al the Oval 
next summer is already sold 
out Tickets for the match, on 
May 23, were snapped up 
within just four weeks. 
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w Sheehan on bridge 
▼t . 

By Robert Sheehan bridge correspondent 

Dealer South Love-all Match-pointed pairs 
«Jf09 
VA J108764 
• 3 
*QB 

*K53 

V — W :'E 
♦ KQ J9 

*1088543 
Si--. 

*8742 

V9 2 

*1087064 

*A 
4 A Q 6 

VKQ53 

♦ A2 

♦ K J 7 2 

Contract: Six Hearts by South Lead: King of Diamonds 

This is a hand from one of the 
annual auction pairs held at 
the St John's Wood Bridge 
Club. Last year, there was 
E7.000 in prize-money. The 
event is to be held this year on 
December 14 telephone de¬ 
tails: 0171-286 7465). 

At tables where South 
opened the bidding with One 
Heart South became the de¬ 
clarer in Six Hearts and West 
led the king of diamonds. 
Those who went off drew 
trumps ending in hand and 
played a small club towards 
the queen, hoping to bring 
down the ten and right of 
clubs in three rounds and thus 
avoid the spade finesse. 

The flaw in that line is that, 
if East has the ace of dubs, he 
will win and return a spade 
and South will not have a 
chance to test the clubs first 
Not that it mattered — after 
this start the contract was 
bound to go off anyway. . 

.If you had had no other 
chances, the best play in the 

dub suit to make three tricks 
is- to finesse the nine on the 
first round. That is not right 
here though, with the spade 
finesse in reserve. 

When Roman Smolski, one 
of the previous winners, 
played the hand, he noticed 
two dub discards from West 
on the first two trumps. Draw¬ 
ing the inference that East was 
short in dubs, he crossed to 
dummy with a third trump 
and led the nine of clubs. 
When East had to win with the 
ace of dubs, declarer was then 
able to discard dummy's two 
losing spades on the king and 
jade of dubs. If West had had 
the ace. Smolski would still 
have had time to test the dubs 
before taking a spade finesse. 

□ In future, the refresher 
column will be published on 
Fridays. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in die Weekend 
section on Saturday. 

;WORD*WATCHJNG 

By Philip Howard 

CHAMPIAN 

a. A Highland champion 
b. Open country 

c. Legal conspiracy 

COLCHICUM 

a. Meadow-saffron 
b. An edible snail 

c. A Cossack helmet 

CURRACK 
a. A race course 
b. A freelance spearman 

■ c. Horse baskets 

CARICOUS 
a. Figlike 
b. With decaying teeth 
c. Semolina and meat stew 

Answers on page 46- 

Br Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Wade wins 
Great Britain’s representative 
at the fifth world senior 
championship in Bad Ueben- 
zeli, Germany, was Bob Wade, 
from London, the former Brit¬ 
ish champion and internation¬ 
al master. Wade acquitted 
himself honourably. For much 
of the time, he was within 
striking distance of the lead¬ 
ers, and he eventually finished 
with the substantial plus score 
of 7b out of 11. In the following 
game, Wade competently out¬ 
plays his opponent to score a 
comprehensive victory. 

White: Wade 
Black: Skarke 
WoHd senior championship 
Bad UebenzeU, 1995 

Schmidt Benoni 

25 02 Nt4+ 
26 Bx)4 CM4 
27 QxM BxM 
28 M d5 
29 exri5 exd5 
30 Bd3 Ne6 
31 c4 Bc7 
32 BIS KT7 
33 cxd5 NU+ 
34 Kt3 Nxd5 
35 Bxh7 Bxa5 
36 B©4 Ne7 
37 8xb7 Bel 
38 h5 Black resigns 

Diagram of final position 

1 d4 Nf6 abcdefgh 
2 Nc3 cS 
3 d5 d6 New tide 
4 s4 
5 f4 

98 
Bg4 At the Fide congress in Paris 

6 Nf3 Nbd7 last week, a new title was 
7 h3 BxQ created to recognise the 
8 CM3 Bg7 achievements of those who 
9 a4 0-0 have been most active in the 

10 Be2 Rcfi organisation of international 
chess competitions. Con POw- 

13 .94 s6 er became the first recipient of 
14 Bc4 Ob7 the new title of international 
’15 Bd2 gs organiser. Also awarded the 
16 Exg5 NC7 title were Richard Furness. 
77 dxafi fce6 Stewart Reuben and Gerry 
18 Qg2 8d4+ Walsh. 
T9 Kg2 Og? 
20 FW8+ 
21 Rfl 

Rrf8 
Ne5 □ Raymond Keene writes on 

22 Rxf8+ QxS chess Monday to Friday in 
23 Ndl Ng6 Sport and in the Weekend 
24 c3 Be5 section on Saturday. 

i- :.f ,: ■ WINNINSMOV® f. • i;\'v 

By Raymond Keene 

This position is from the game 
Witolinsch — Gaidanov, Riga 
1979. Although White is a 
piece down in this ending, he 
has great pressure on the open 
f- and g-files with his rooks. 
How did he make the most of 
this? 

Solution on page 46 

SPORTS LETTERS 

Business needs to follow sport’s example 
From Mr Dwight Lawrence 

Sir. Youth crime today costs 
Britain E7 billion a year. I had 
the privilege to attend the 
launch of the Youth Charter 
for Sport (YCS) in Manchester 
(report, November 24) and, as 
a black professional special¬ 
ising in business and equality 
issues, I experienced a sense of 
excitement and fear. 

It was exciting to see how 
Geoff Thompson, five times 
world karate champion, has 
been a driving force, binding 
business. Government ana 
other agencies together to 
raise El million for a variety of 
community projects. This is a 
type of working model that 
has yet to fulfil its potential in 
making a foil unpact on 
society and I know that the 
projects will produce young 
men and women who wifi 
became winners and inspira¬ 

tions for their communities. 
My fear for the disadvan¬ 

taged youth and particularly 
the future black youth (who in 
some areas of the United 
Kingdom will soon comprise 
up to 25 per cent of the key 
labour market) is that the key 
focus in developing “winners" 
from this area of society is still 
on the sporting, arts and 
entertainment fields. 

Businesses, Government 
and our communities are 
missing a trick. We need to 
activate the phrase "Business 
in the Community*] because 
the local communities and 
individuals have much to offer 
business and therefore the 
economy. We all recognise 
that we need to develop the 
kind of leadership among the 
youth that will serve our 
communities for generations. 
However, business and Gov¬ 

ernment need to- demonstrate 
the 1and of leadership that will 
serve our youth and manage 
the diversity in our culture. 

I applaud the YCS: they 
have forged a path for devel¬ 
oping winners. However, 
there are many other organ¬ 
isations that have also devel¬ 
oped models of success to 
assist the local young com¬ 
munity in becoming the soci¬ 
etal and business leaders of 
the future. Let’s learn now and 
earn the benefits now. 

My fear is that if we do not 
and we ignore the foil benefits 
of linking business. Govern¬ 
ment and community that the 
children of today's youth will 
lack tomorrow’s champions. 

Sincerely, 
DWIGHT LAWRENCE, 
41 Merchants. Quay. 
Salford. 
Manchester. 

Angler’s Charter 
From the Shadow 
Minister for Sport 
Sir. Brian Clarke (November 
28) made dear that (he leader¬ 
ship of the angling bodies 
seemed to be at odds with their 
membership. 

However, one highly rele¬ 
vant point should be added, 
namely that the aims and 
aspirations of the angling 
fraternity have already been 
met by the Labour Party in its 
Angler’s Charter. 

The charter not only set out 
Labour’s support for the sport, 
but also clarified in detail 
issues such as environmental 
protection, funding, the close 
season, codes of conduct and 
many other important angling 
concerns. 

It is, therefore, all the more 
surprising that those who lead 
the anglers should be taking 
their present course of action 
and formalising links with 
hunting organisations. It is to 
be hoped that in future thpy 
will take more notice of their 
members’ views. 

Yours sincerely, 
TOM PENDRY, 
House of Commons. 

Look abroad 
From Mr Clive P. Ashford 

Sir. The Lawn Tennis Associa¬ 
tion’s efforts in getting back to 
the grass roots (report, Nov¬ 
ember 22) are to be applau¬ 
ded. 

However, throwing money 
at the problem, although a 
help, is not the answer. Coach¬ 
es from abroad should be 
employed, eg, from Sweden, 
Germany or Spain, who have 
worked with world-class top- 
ten players. up to a maximum 
of five years ago (any more 
and they will not be in touch 
with the game being played 
now), instead of the poor 
quality coaches who are at 
present involved in the United 
Kingdom. 

In addition, these coaches 
should not have to gain quali¬ 
fications from the LTA. This is 
not only insulting to them, but 
also calls into question wheth¬ 
er this is a contravention of 
European law on the free 
movement of labour within 
the European Union. As I 
understand it this gives any 
tennis professional from with¬ 
in the European Union the 
right to be employed in 
Britain. 

With these coaches lies the 
oniy way for us to produce a 
Wimbledon champion. United 
Kingdom coaches seem just to 
want to go through the mo¬ 
tions of being a tennis coach 
and get themselves a coaching 
position. They feel that taking 
a player up to county level is a 
major achievement, but Brit¬ 
ish county level, when awn- 
pared with the rest of the 
world, is nowhere. 

In five years, a beginner can 
be taken up to world-class, 
top-ten level, but so far I have 
met only one coach in the 
United Kingdom who has the 
right altitude and the commit¬ 
ment to realise this. 

The talent is out there at 
grass-roots level, but it re¬ 
quires world-dass coaches to 
nurture it and take it all the 
way. 

Yours truly, 
CUVEP. ASHFORD. 
(Kent county tennis 
coaches committee), 

• 115 Calvert Road. 
Greenwich. SE10. 

Sports Letters may be sent 
by fax to 0171-782 5211. 
They most include a 

daytime telephone number. 

Expand use 
of videos 
From Mr Ray Ritchie 

Sir, The Scottish Football As¬ 
sociation recently announced' 
its willingness to consider 
video evidence in respect of 
foul play not seen or reportal 
by match officials. This app¬ 
ears a sensible move in at¬ 
tempting to eradicate foul 
play. However, the use of 
video film should be expanded 
to indude other areas. 

Miniature cameras should' 
be installed in goalpost up-1 
rights and crossbar to confirm’! 
whether or not the ball crossed ' 
the goalline. If the referee and 
linesman are unsighted, the 
game can be stopped while the;- 
fourth official reviews video'! 
film from these cameras. If the 
ball did not cross the fine, a; 
goal kick is awarded to the" 
defending team. 

Match officals do make- 
mistakes and, in two recent 
matehes (Manchester United 
v Coventry City and Real 
Madrid v Ajax), film evidence 
dearly showed that the ball 
had crossed the line, but a goal 
was not awarded. 

If players’ conduct is to be 
assessed by cameras, then it is 
only fair that match officials’ 
performances should be simi¬ 
larly scrutinised. 

Yours etc., 
R- RITCHIE. 
10 Loch green Avenue, 
Troon. Ayrshire. 

A tough l 
From Mr Mich 
Sir. Rob Hugf 

will ask what 
about after thi 
incident. Anyo 
of business w 
partners and 
often "have a g 
in their prival* 
a tough old , 
nave to sort 

9 —«I|M 

Yours faithfo 
MICHAEL £ 
£ Wengham 
Haylmg Islai 
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Dunwoody firmly committed to Ireland 
MARTIN LYNCH 

Dunwoody is reunited with Sound Man for the Tingle Creek Chase at Sandown on Saturday 

Layers and ROA ] 
at odds over 

betting tax figures 
By Julian Muscat 

By OCR Irish Racing 

Correspondent The staff at Siunsitxi and 
Birmingham airports 
have b«n seeing a lot of 

Richard Dunwoody in the last 
<ix months. Mind you, they 
have to be up early to do so. 
Departures, starting at 5am. 
have become commonplace 
far the champion jockey. His 
feverish trawl for winners, 
with its consequent pres«ires 
and sacrifices, is being scaled 
down. The workload, how¬ 
ever. is not. 

Tliis season, Dunwoody has 
been crossing the Irish Sea 
with the frequency of the 
Hoh head ferry. Today, ir Is 
ThurJes racecourse in Co Tip- 

RICHARD EVANS 

Nap: GOING AROUND 
(1.40 Windsor! 

Next best Dominie 
11.10 Windsor! 

perary. Tomorrow, he goes to 
Sandown and, after riding at 
the same track again on 
Saturday, he flies back to 
Ireland for Fairyhouse's Sun¬ 
day meeting. 

Dunwoody has loosened his 
grip on trying to retain his title 
and. despite~all the travelling 
and the constant threat of 
injury, he is now enjoying his 
racing more than ever. 

He said: “It's still a six-day- 
week job and I am riding as 
much as ever, but it is easier 
now. The pressure of the 
championship and constantly 
chasing winners has gone." 

He had had enough of that 
intensity last May. With the 
advent of summer jumping, 
and wanting the freedom to 
ride in the United States or 

Ireland during the summer, it 
was inevitable that Dunwoody 
would split from Martin Pipe. 
“I wanted to ease back a bit. 
During the summer, Dermor 
Weld and Edward O'Grady 
started giving me rides and 
one thing led to another. There 
is no retainer with either of 
them, just an agreement, and 1 
am delighted with the way 
things have gone." he said. 

Dunwoody has ridden 29 

winners in Ireland this season, 
putting him in third place in 
the table behind the runaway 
leader, Charlie Swan. Those 
winners have included high- 
dass horses like Sound Man 
and Meny Gale, who have 
helped to make the travelling 
worthwhile. 

Typically. Dunwoody plays 
down the travel factor. “Going 
to Ireland is probably less 
stressful than riding in the 

north of England. 1 went to 
Canerick recently and found 
again that you cant depend on 
the motorways. There were 
three separate accidents on the 
way home and a three-hour 
journey was turned into four." 
he reported. 

Nevertheless. Dunwoody is 
cementing his Irish connection 
and hopes to purchase an 
apartment in Naas. 20 miles 
south of Dublin, early next 

month. Up to now. overnight 
stays have been spent with 
friends such as Mick OToole. 
the Curragh trainer. 

Dunwoody may find Irish 
racing enjoyable, but he is 
under no illusions about the 
seriousness with which the 
local riders view their jobs. 

“It’s very competitive, if 
anything, I think the racing is 
tighter in Ireland. There are 
less meetings so the top jock¬ 

eys are almost always against 
each other and when pash 
comes to shove you have to be 
able to hold your position. I've 
always enjoyed riefing in Ire¬ 
land. Racecourse atmospheres 
are similar wherever you go 
but I feel the Irish crowds tend 
to be more knowledgeable 
about the game. They really 
are very keen about racing, 
both in Ireland and England," 
Dunwoody said. 

Edward O'Grady is an Irish 
trainer who strongly believes 
that the affection is reciprocat¬ 
ed. “I think that no public in 
the world appreciates a great 
horse or jockey more than the 
Irish and I believe they realise 
they are privileged to see 
Richard in action, not only at 
our premier tracks but at some 
of our lesser ones too." he said. 

OGrady sends Sound Man 
to Sandown on Saturday for 
the Mitsubishi Shogun Chase 
and he believes Dun woody's 
presence on the horse is a plus 
factor. “His knowledge of both 
his own horse and the opposi¬ 
tion is unbelievable. Throw in 
his dedication, his ability to 
work and phenomenal natural 
talent and I suppose you have 
genius." OGrady added. 

Dun woody's contentment 
with his new regime has also 
been helped by not having to 
fight the scales constantly. 
“My weight has settled down 
at lOst 41b and i can ride at 
that comfortably. I find it 
makes all the difference;" he 
said. 

At 31 and with nothing to 
prove, Dunwoody's priority is 
to enjoy his racing and his 
Irish connections are an im¬ 
portant part of that aim. 

For the foreseeable future, 
early travellers at Stansted 
and Birmingham will contin¬ 
ue to see Dunwoody stride 
purposefully for the next plane 
to Ireland. 

BOOKMAKERS yesterday 
railed against the view, ex¬ 
pressed in raring circles, 
that there was scope for both 
an increase in levy and a 
decrease in punters' deduc¬ 
tions in the wake of the 1 per 
cent cut in betting duty 
announced In the Budget on 
Tuesday. 

Figures produced by the 
Racehorse Owners' Associ¬ 
ation (ROA) maintained that 
bookmakers collected in ex¬ 
cess of their duty and levy 
liabilities from the 10 per 
cent deduction charged to 
punters as “betting tax". But 
Tom Kelly, director-general 
of the Betting Office Licens¬ 
ees' Association (Bola). in¬ 
sisted the data was inacc¬ 
urate. 

"Ir fails to recognise the 
real burden of betting duty." 
Kelly said. "Until yesterday, 
duty was charged at 7.75 per 
cent but the actual figure is 
more like 8L5 per cent There 
is no surplus. In fact the 
liability- for bening shops 
with high levels of turnover 
works out at a fraction more 
than 10 per cent." 

A number of important 
factors serve to dilute Bola's 
argument. The reduction in 
betting duty means that 
high-turnover shops will 
make a small profit on 
punters' deductions even if 
the rate is lowered from 10 to 
9 per cent. Bola's equation is 
based on shops with high 
turnover. But because levy is 
paid on a sliding scale, the 
liability for smaller shops is 
significantly less. And Bo¬ 

la's argument operates on 
the basis that all punters pay 
tax on their stake. That is 
not the case. 

Other factors suggest 
there is surplus fat from 
which bookmakers can 
draw. Bola's equation ap¬ 
plies only to wagers struck 
on horse racing — which 
account for around 75 per 
cent of betting turnover. In 
the ever-burgeoning sports 
bening market, the maxi¬ 
mum duty paid by high- 
turnover shops is around S5 
per cenL Yet punters remain 
“taxed" at 10 per cenL 

There is also the not 
inconsiderable sum re¬ 
tained by bookmakers in 
unclaimed winnings. And 
bookmakers defend their 
right to pass on. through 
deductions from punters, 
their non-recoverable VAT 
burden. However, an influ¬ 
ential Home Affairs Com¬ 
mittee report on the levy, 
published four years ago. 
was scathing of the practice, 
describing it as “entirely 
indefensible." 

The committee was equal¬ 
ly insistent on bookmakers' 
description of the 10 percent 
deduction as a betting tax. 
"To call bookmakers'deduc¬ 
tions 'tax' is at the least 
disingenuous, at worst less 
than honest." the report 
said. 

Neither the bookmakers 
nor the British Horseracing 
Board was yesterday in any 
hurry to open negotiations 
on how the £65 million is to 
be carved up. 
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LEICESTER 

13.30 Ocean Hawk 

i.OO Retne De La Chasse 

1.30 Soul Trader 

THUNDERER 

2.00 Mr Flanagan 
2.30 Duke Of Lancaster 
3.00 HAZARD A GUESS (nap) 
3.30 Sasstver 

The Times Private Hand (capper's top rating: 12.30 OCEAN HAWK. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (CHASE COURSE); GOOD TO FIRM (HURDLES) SIS 

12.30 BEGBHBIS JUVENILE NOVICES HURDLE 
(Dtv 1:3-Y-0: £2,637:2m) (18 runners) 

mi 
ICC 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
urn 
109 
110 
II! 
ii’ 
us 
in 
115 
lit 
117 
118 
119 

0153 OCEAN HAWK IS fO.F) lUes J BroaUtaral n Traaon-DwB ll-S 
ALL OVER HED ROVER |G RnfierD) A Carol 10-12__ 
Bwaa VEW 9f OWWHten RsOnB) R RwupSOl HM2 .. — 

U BOUfiDONNB? 15 [UJlmn Id MW)) W Jenfc. 10-12....- 
CLEAN EDGE 240F (H Chan) M Tffnpkns 10-12 . 
a DON OF (0 Monel M Bbb 10-1?- 

P EMBEZZLER 16 (R Taylai S SnimOi 10-12-- 
R0 JUST BY CHANCE 3F fOucttiawn Sudl A Barm i(M2- 

PAHKUrE 154T TO CreBj P telao 10-12 
0 XAlPETE19 (Mb 5 Moon) 6 Mow 10-12-- 
0 ZMGBAR 47 fD tofcnj j Bafiey HM2- 

2382 CULUN CAPER 28 (R ttfctn) T WSfcon 10-7.. 
FORTUNES ROSE 38f (MB A Gan*) J Mna l0-7._. 

P5P HUtSH CROSS 15 (P WigHmasi S Bhighi 10-7. - 
LAW RATE 1BF (A Hdwfc) K Coatagtan-Bron 10-7.- 

8 LAST LAUGH 18 (C Wen Ud) M Pipe 10-7... 
35 PEBAIT07HEMETAL 12 (G H*Ti5J P MdChefl lD-7- 

F PtflLS FOflTUtt 40 itWtyi ConSmdwil K Brtdgwei 10-7- 
SAUWJ.171F0? Barer) UcPSIyTO-7-- 

BETTING.- 7-2 Octal M, 5-1 La Laogh. 6-1 Own Edge. 6-1 PbMWibmM. 10-1 
Oon. 16-1 Ster. 

1994: PLUNDER BAY 10-12 A Maguvr (3-1) D Nicholson 10 on 

FORM FOCUS 

_CUnmtyn ft 
. W Manna - 
_VSfl* - 
_TJerics - 

DGaBigher - 
._ J Flynn - 
.. D&enoey - 

. NOK-RIMMER - 
II Four - 

... JCabgoin 71 
Guy Lewis (3) - 

... J R Knraagb 91 
-G Upton - 

S Borough 54 
-R Guest - 
._ D Bndgrter B1 
. GTonneyj3) 93 

17“ R Uartoy - 

CwWi Caper. 12-1 B 

OCEAN HAWK 7WI 3id of 13 to Patty's Rom in 
iwenlf twnfe al teas (2m 1 lOyO good) wti 
pedaltothemetal (3tt bam osj 91 sm. 
PARKUFE Bel FM fldorl 2»l 5ft d 11 la 
Giecric Bu) In Ur ftarefcap N Carito (71. RmYL 
XAIPETE 201 8m (S 20 Id Done Wed in (urenlte 
Hurdle a Ayr l2ro. goaf). CUBJJM CAPS) ttl 2nd 

ol 12 to Asking In nneSto twTOh x Motel Risen 
(an I1110yd. gradto ton). LAST LAUGH 271 Gfli 
□i 12 w Talk Back (Her placed 2nd) In hmnfto 
rumfle N CheUmham (2m 110yd, good to soO). 
PEDALTDTieeTAl 913rd o> 15 to KUcoai Bay 
w luwnfle ludlB al Windsor (2m, pood}. 
Sanction: OCEAN HAWK (nap) 

1.00 BE6HUERS JUVENILE NOVICES HURDLE 
(Div II: 3-Y-0; £2.837: 2m) (18 rnnneis) 

201 21 PROPHETS HONOUR 7 (Dfl (5 Hnjmow) P tatam 11-5-M Foster 93 
202 0 BARlOfBlTE IB IP Swfll) Mi M Rtwky 10-12---- P town - 
203 COURT JOKER 40f iCoui Jours) Ite H Knaa 10-12- J F TBey - 
204 0 BUTE JUSTICE 7 (9te Racmo) K finder 10-12-C Uenwlyn - 
3JS FLORSUART GEF (Ws 0 Baugh) B ftagi 10-12-Gay Lyons - 
206 0 LAAL 19 (M Banacfewoh) U RnadiMto 10-12...S UcNafl - 
207 02G UAflCAL B© 15 (B) (6 Fiyt J 10-12-Suy Lute (3) B5 
208 4 M8KT TM 47 (J moer-Bnian) 0 Sherwood 10-12——_ J A McCanty 85 
209 PARK RDGE (Mrs T Mite) T MBs 10-12- G Bmdw - 
TUI 6F PATS LAOS 40 U OIMtey) 0 BKOeH ID-12-—-J Prior (7) - 
217 6 5LOT EMU 28 ®) (Dose And Own. Etytetw) J total 10-12 _ T tty 88 
212 5 THE COTTONWOOL KB) IDF (T ttontnoton) 1 CdriMfi 10-12. ~ Pal CAM 76 
213 0 TO PROVE A POUT 19 W J WMI) J J OWa* 70-12-A Rocto (3) - 
214 35 TOSWBA TALK 18 0««b IKLH1B EBtsdh 10-12- B HtnSng (3) ffi 
2i$ 5 FOREST ULL T Mn-Sttv ftoidWE S Martatfev LUO J SpeatrQ ID-7 J Latter 82 
216 5 LAST SPIN 47 Ms E Innffl J JMtans 10-7-J Raton. - 
HT 20 OUAUTAffL PHfife 28 tO&i* HoUngs LUJ J Btetarfey 10-7-D Byrne 83 
2 LB 5 RBNE DE LA CHASSE 16 (BF) (Mfton In MM) D Mdtotenn 10-7 W Uacton SB 

BETTWa 3-1 Rdne De u Oaat, 4-1 Prophets Homm. 6-1 Mgn Tme. B-i Can Jute. KM Stapy Dm. Last 
Spa TtehSa T* 12-' amen. 

1994: NO CORRESPOMWG DMSKM 

FORM FOCUS 
PROPLSTS HONOUR bed Vadl 3Mn 15-ruoner 
rnefUe rude A Monte (2m. good to tom) 
MAGICAL BO 2UI 2itt of 15 to Ray River in 
selling imeofle hadle al Wwtester Cm, Ontt) on 
paunnae dal with PATS LADS MAid teben ted 
491 MGHT rae EWI 48) ol15 to Vohrtter in 
u«enle hunfe ar Kemplon (2m. and to Ron) urtti 
LAST SP» 2NI 5th SLAPY DAM 13 Eft to 1 

»to 12-fwcei juvede rude N Iferiel Rasen 
IlDrt. gold to tern). TOSHSA TALK neck 

and 21$) 3«tJ u Route Angela in 15^jkik Junmle 
hurtle at Bangor pm >L nod to sill) on penOi- 
matfl start. RfflE DE LAOHASSE 6141 5th to 
CVaeusa in 20-nnrw junmle taidle a wetoerhy 

ROE DE LA CHASSE 

1 .30 BAAKBY SELUNG HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£2,075: 2m 4f 110yd) (17 Turners) 
301 
302 
303 
304 
305 
306 
307 
308 
399 
310 
311 
312 
313 
314 
315 
316 
317 

92 

OOWW* OLD MONEY 27 (G) (Unto Jacks Ptod C Brand 9-12-0-W 
35/PB5-5 SHAUSHOU AL ARAB 7 fffi) (MB S Bead B EUsoe 7-11-12 Utos V 
80102-5 TARffiT LBffi 20 0£FJS) (BDrapim Royal OaU Mo S amh 5-11-5 R 
04420-1 SOUL TRADER 17 (CD.G) fS Hacking) N Ubage 6-1T-5- 
13/SWJP HAWTH0RW GLEN 9 ff) (INS 5 IWSW} MS M Long B-U-8- D 
14200-5 UBS AHJRA T7J7IL5) WHll Scriwi LM) W Clay 7-11-1-.. J Ln 

MV3WJ5 UAS1HL GL0I 10F (ffl |R Cook) G Ottgyd 7-11-0-P Ufcky 
0653-80 EDWARD SEYUOLB 15 (S) (W Jeoks) W Juris 8-10-12.— Ur R Borton .. 
41400-5 KLONDIKE 14 wS (R in P Sly -R Itotoy 
PO4/BG0 SMART OSITANTE 14 m y Poktow) Mbs S HUon 6-10-11 U KgtasfnB (7) 90 
4/345P4 POMRTH 12 (F) (8 Dvfe) R Price 9-1D-4-T Jafe 87 
OOP-OP3 CLOD HOPPER 18 ft PanoB) Ms H PamO 5-104- Mb Kggln m B0 
OOffi^sa QUCK msai IS m (Ms E aesanfi) j CmneD 4-102. R Masw (5) 81 

00000 OUNCE BtCOUNTB] 12 (Bl. ... 
R/POGG-3 ITS GRAND 1b IAW1. 
0-52SC6 HAH) TO EBET 35 

44QQ0 HNSSWOOO WTO 

II 
12 (B) (1 mum Ite 5 Hub 
S Wea Racing) J BodSy 6-10-0 

a (Us C 9*011 Banadougb 8- 
s 12 (F|B) (S Bnra) A Canutl 1! 

^■nsa 

B-llW-J^AiTtoS S 
15-100— 0 

9-0. Long iBncScap. Is Gond 9-13. Hart in ON 9-5. Ungeapod 

BETTING: >1 SouUiadH. 4-1 LlAs Alan. 6-1 FWafll W! 
Is Grand. 12-t oObs. 

1994; WCOHflBPOMWB RACE 

Al Arab, 10-1 fivgel Una, Ctt Hoppar, 

FORM FOCUS 
TARGET LINE HJ 2W of 17 to Fa Out In sbO* 
tendiia luto to uitaeB (2m 4t iiMuod to. 
tom) mi pensMmaie start SOUL TRADER boat 
CMh ns* n Owner nmtees haaicap bndto 

owreoigP3ndifeBncettDog)JLOO HOPPStfl 
3ad cl 11 to Knjrar to MUng tandeap ludte at 
Fonhn* pm a. and to tern). 
Sabctor SOUL TRADffi imp) 

WINDSOR 
LEICESTER 
UHGFIELD 

mm 

Early favourite 
BARTON BANK has been 
made 4-1 favourite by William 
Hill to gain compensation for 
last year's last-fence fall in the. 
King George VI Chase at 
Kempton on Boxing Day. 
Other prices 9-2 Meny Gale, 
6-1 Sound Man, 7-1 Dublin 
Flyer, Master Oats, S-l Mar¬ 
tha’s Son, One Man, 12-1 bar. 

GUIDE TO OUR HAQECARD 

103 (121 0-0432 GOOD TMES 74 (C1XBF.F.G.5) (Ite 0 Rohnsonl B Hal 9-ULO . B West (4) 88 

Rxetam manna. Dm in tadafc. Sa-figme 
(am (F— ted P — pulled up If—uceeted 
rider B — team'd riwm S—sloped up R — 
refused D — allied) Hone i name, (toys 
area (si putng; J ri pums, F I laL (B — 
WteVeii. V — nan H — trod. E — EyelwM 

C — course nm. D — d&nee urimi. CD — 

cause aid distance wimer. BF —beaten 
(avomtt m lalesa ace). Gong on rtwJi horse has 

hoi (F—ftrm. good a tom. lurt. 6 — good 

S — sort good m sot. heavy). Owner n bracked 

Trainer Age and Might Oder plus aiyaHmoKr 
The Teres Private Handkapper's rating. 

2.00 SILVBIBB1 HANDICAP CHASE (£5,090:2m 4t 110yd) (6 mnnere) 
401 1-11FFP VASE APPROACHB (DE.rtS) (MrsS G«1 KBMtey 8-13-0 _ SMcNefl g 
402 PFPP-43 BISHOPS BLAW 54 (S) fLDrtVnteyl MBs H IU*ye 9-11-7_ JFT3ey 88 
403 1R151-F MR FLANAGAN 14 (LLS) (Ms R Stanley) C Brooks 9-11-7-.... G Bradtey 95 
404 I31FV3- CORRAR0B1434 (D.Ffl «*s E S-Ortomte jOldll-il-O _ » J Snytti-Ostaimr 90 
405 512142 PtEUmNOtBlV 18IBJjJ.GS)(8Wfcdtn)NHenderaoi7-1D-10_JRKaai^h 94 
40B 2S5/3B4 LTTTLHTtMd 16 (DTAB) (M O Ctraar) J King 10-10-7.. GUpon 89 
407 5F431-P LANOSKBIUSS1E 14 (5) iMrs J Weds) M Pfee 6-10-5__ D Bridgwater 91 
408 322413- Menu'S HURST 194 |u.F,S) (Me P 3y) tto P Sty 9-10-2_R Matey S3 

BETTH& 5-2 Ur Ftarapn. 3-1 Brtnps Wand. 5-1 Chips Woody. 6-1 Wise Appracrt 9-1 Canankr. USe 
Tom. 12-1 ottos 

1994: M ENTEHTAMER 11-10-12 M ftagwald |4-l) N Gasete 7 ran 

FORM FOCUS 
WBE APPROACH best Art when cempietlng 
nubia In beat Romany Creel IVrl In 5-ninrer 
handicap chase a Wncaoun (2m 5L good to tern). 
HSHOPS ISLAND 1BVI 3rt 01 5 to 5hp The 
Waiter in fotticap chase al Bdqh (3m noyd. 
good to soli) MR FLANAGAN Dear 0po Song Hr 
12-ram handhap chase a ChegsM (3m, good 
to si*) on penilimate sort March 1995. PHrtFS 
WOODY 3141 2trt oi 4 to Re Carrol Man n 

handicap dose a FommII (2m 2L good to lirmi 
UTTLETOM 371 4th oi 8li to Northern SarMter n 
landMi chase a Nearion AdbM &n iiOrt, sod). 
LAMKkER IflSSILE heal Maestro Pul 251 In 8- 
nnw novice chase N Wncarton [2m 51. good lo 
sol] on perndtmate slat CHCHELL’S miST 111 
3rd oi 9 lo Magsood m banficap chase a 
FtoErtnm On 51 110yd goad), 
sateanc mFS woody 

2.30 JOHN 0*6AUNT MAIDEN CHASE 
(£2,832: 3m) (6 firms) 
501 305345 ARTRAK 14 (Anri* Ertns ProUs) N Hendacan 6-11-2-J R 
502 OttH) DRUMCULLEN 54 |M Boom) K BaUey 6-11-2- 5 „ 
503 OAPO-52 DUKE OF LANCASTHI 2E (Hurt Aden Pritnenl Me J Prinai 6-11-2 W Mareum @ 
504 /D80V4 FRENCH MYL£ 22 (J Brum) C Man 7-11-2_J Raton - 
505 D0ffP5" POND HOUSE 2E2 (C FfeflU M fye 8-11-2-Jamie Ewns - 
506 PV5P WAR FLOWER 12 (6) (S Brta) A Carroll 7-10-11 .. R Dams - 

BETTING: 6-11 Onto a Loader. 4-1 Pond House. 5-1 DnmreOn. b-i Am*. 25-1 W> Ftonr. 33-1 French 
Myte 

1994: BR0WNHALL 6-11-9 A Magjno (7-4) 0 NHntlon 8 ran 

FORM FOCUS 
ARTRAK Heart 5th oMI to Stop Performer in 
novices handicap chase at Wincanton (2m 51. 
uodLORUMCillBIBai 8B10111 toAdfington 
Bay u novice chase or Bww (2ra 411 lOyd. good 
to soft). DIRE OF LANCASTER 1X1 2nd oH to 
The Bud Club In nonce chase al UUsetei pm 2L 

good to torn). FRENCH UYLE dstenl Iasi of 4 to 
Betty's Doy n &ada H Woreefler Nances Chase 
(2m 7T. good to Ihn). POND HOUSE 34) 5Ui oM2 
to Frovm ii maiden hide at Tanrixi (2m 31 
IIDyd. soft). 
Setecttan: DUKE OF LANCASTER 

3.00 KNIGHTON NOVICES HURDLE 
(£3,225: 2m) (20 oumers) 
601 1 KARSH 14 (DjG) Onrt Wertcy) Mbs H Knight 5-11-5- J F TBtey © 
602 1 M) BUREAU3MT 25 |D/} (S CMS) U Pipe 6-11-5-D Bddgriator SB 
603 05-P BHANNACAR 19 C Berry) B Ettsoe 4-10-12-B Kritog □) 95 
604 BFBEHT NOVOlfiER 438F (1 Pam*) Us H Farad 4-1D-I2-. 5 Curran (3) - 
605 0 CHARUESUEOARUN 17 (VUUOnn Schwn tovertraoito) W Ctoj 4-10-12 J Lndda - 
606 4-20 OUT LAD 40 (V) (Eitoroan Ltd) M Ryan 4-10-12-J Ryan (3) - 
607 5-54 DIVERTMEHTO 14 (B Wood) J Uactte ri-10-12--E Husbard p) 57 
60S II- DJAIS 132F (T Lung) J Jenldns 6-10-12-G Bradtey - 
609 3 HAZARD A GUESS 20 {Ura 0 RUtey) Urs J Ramsden 5-i0-l2_._ R Gantry SB 
610 P KMDAK00LA IS (D Cooob) W Owman 4-10-12- W WrnSrirgtan - 
611 5- KMGDOU OF SHADES 300 (R Ogden) A Timed 5-10-12-P Cobeny 92 
612 00- MAMfOON 42F (Bl (Lucty Sewn Ftectog) W day 4-10-12-J Raffton - 
613 2/ SMPLY SUPQffl £08 (Ttttafliert W day 5-10-12—.-  P Carey (5) - 
814 SOMUERSBV 17F (A Pe*rt Iris N Macutef 4-10-12-S Wynne - 
El 5 42 STAR PERFORMER 40 (BF) (P SariQ Mrs M Rnetey 4-10-12_ P Him 98 
616 P- STruSH BLAKE 285 (J Dwy) R Hrtftehead 6-10-12- MWlhfe - 
617 0 WStfflY 14 (DANA PartteSJ M BanactougA 6-10-12.-S UcNeS 87 
618 m-2 WILL I FLr 18 (FI (Us 0 Faso) J Long 9-10-12---D BaUgher 82 
619 jaulA FUDOflJUCK 10F IPihrtM fttdng) A SWOB 4-10-7- T Qey - 
620 ID- HSS OPTHiST 232 (F) (Ptou^i Psrtree) D Hctrolsai 5-10-7. W Itesten - 

BETTING: 5-2 Karta. 3-1 Hazaref A Guess. 5-T Mr BuraucraL. 8-1 Hngdom 0( Shades. 10-1 Bhgfl Hmemtier. 
Star PMtanw. 12-1 ttss tWmsL 16-1 UhSrt. 

1994: PERSIAN BRAVE 4-10-12 N Man (1-7 M U Bel 6 an 

FORM FOCUS 
KARSH heal 5k LeonanJ 41 in IS-nranerraMce 
hnto al Wrimek (2m, good). MR BlfflEAUCRAT 
m Never So Btoe 41 in 14-runnB mtei_todle 
a master (2m. good to tom). DAtHtTWENTO 
4»l 4tt of 16 to Zertiyrus bl nwta hmflf al 
ttsrtck Cm, good) Wttn WHHKV 1DKI B9l 
HAZARD A GlffSS 7*f 3rd (t 14 Id tteter 
Beveled In maiden tenth al Ayr (2m. good). KD«- 
D0M OF SHADES 15W 5&t of 23 to RottetyUl 

n norice hurtle d Wefherhy Cm. good to sot). 
STAR P&lFDRMER ml &d 013 to Scflly Cayln 
novice tilde <d Carlcte (2m If. good to Errol. 
WILL I R.Y Iffl 2nd oMO to F&grf Lautenort n 
maidai turfle A Fomueff (2m a. good n sort. 
MISS 0FTMST bn fluster WOW a Ml 19- 
rumer Ktal hhnf Rat raca al Newcastle On 
110yd. good to trra) « penuUmate dart 
Selection: KARSH 

3.30 WALTHAM CONDfllONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(E2.427: 2m) (10 runners) 

LVZ2212 MOST EQUAL 29JDJIF.F) (H KtaW) M PH* 5-12-0..— 0 Bjnow Gj 92 
‘amB FLY BY NQfflH 26(6.5) iFtnti Farm) 0 Wcbobon 7-11-13— X Atramip) - 

BW4P BANANA COVE 40 0 |G ChenetJ W»y 4-11-10. --T S 
164403- WBWY RULER 157F JD.6) (J Ifcftmm) J Jorite 4-11-8.——. 0 07 
1-14P1 SASSWER 8 (BX1.F.6) (P Kefleny) P Keflewaj 5-11-6 (fa)-A Bdes 98 

22B2W- &»&*. TCfSj 336 fW Rtotog) D Gmtoto S-1VS Soph* IMnI M 
FPOO-21 STEADFAST BJTE 6 jfelJJ Chytonl J_J WMI j'l^^JSte)-J ROttg 93 
321 HE CHVS^ Gtfll 6 (VJJ.FJBf (Tote End ftochgi J Bnfley 6-19-6— &py l£Hrt3 96 

B 0137PO RUN FAST FDR GOLD 19 (F) (Mrs D Hodges) Mhs H KngH B-UM G F MR - 
ID 31F4J5B SAUSONG 8 (COAS) (J Whyte) Jrtn Whyte 6-1D-4---C Ha# @ 

BETISG: (MMrei EqaaL 3-1 Sasosar, 7-2 fienaaJToric. B-1 Fly By Nnth. 10-1 SbadU Bdfi, 12-1 ttcany 

Ruter, 18-1 ottes 
199t BLOWING WTH 4-1IH T JHfc (1M) R Hodges 7 rai 

FORM FOCUS 

MOST EQUAL iffl W d 4 to Brueaye ton 
handcap fume a Hwdocfc tan. good u firm). 
BANANA core 3 3rd Df 8 B S UflM m fcnfcap 
hunUa a Totrcestar (2m, (7®d >o tem) on penuto- 
mate start VKfflOY RLJlS 1413rd ol 8 to Ne» 
ton m iwfes hade at SouBMeii (2m. good n 

tin). SASSMER beat --- 
n 94uon« amakm4s handicap hide al 
(2m. good). STEADFAST BLJTt beat BoddeyBns 
l*l m 9-nnna sefeq todto N Bangor (2m 1L 
and) 
Bax 5AS3VER 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS Wins Bras JOCKEYS Wtoiws Rktas •* 

$ 13 385 C UeMdyn 5 24 3L5 

NTUder 4 11 36.4 SBndty 5 3 20J 

D filchotertl 12 39 3(JJ DBridgrota 5 29 

NHattBBR 4 . 14 28J W Maswi 

B Pipe 18 68 7E5 D SaBsghB 3 24 12i 

Ms J Pftraan 13 55 216 TEtar 3 2fi 

YESTEFtDArS 
? RESULTS V 

Hereford 

BUflCEFE) F«ST TIME LhgfHd Parte 1215 Sarasona. 315 OonT G« Cajgtt. 
Lflkester SflOChfly Lad. 

Going: good la urfi 

12.50 f2m3f HOyd hole) 1. Bunarcup Joe 
(W Marxian. 5-2 j-tw. Thunderer's nap). 2. 
Mr Kemu 150-11.3. Hardy Weather (33-1) 16 
ran. 9.15. D NVJxtfson Tore. L3 40. £1 5rt 
El020. C420. DF £23980 CSF: £10233. 
Trro no( wen 

120 (2m 3> ch) 1. Hurryup (R Dunuoody. 
9-1). Z Crafty Chaplain i5-1). 3. Cyril Henry 
f7-2|. Far Brother n-Slaw (1) 6 ran $, da R 
CWun Tote £105* E250. SI 30 DF. 
E>500 CSF £4631 

1-50 (2m ll hdel i. Ho-Joo (B Fenton. 5-1). 
Z Ladn Leader [9-11: 3. Dondrasrtordinner 
(7-1|. S*pA Com 7-2 lav (pu) 15ran.3l.6lG 
Yardtey Tore. £720: £2.10. £4 40. E4 00. DF 
£3880 Tno- £74 00 CSF £6269 

£20 (2m 31 chi 1. Braes Of Mar (M A 
Ftageraid. Ml; 2. Greraid Nut |7-lj. a 
Daneylordbey(20-1) Lemon'sli«l5-€tav(I) 
5 ran 41. da N Henderson. Tore; ££». 
£1 80. £2^0 DF £53aCSF ;£1126. 

£50 (&n Ii rifle) i. Cawarra Boy (Mr E 
James, 3-1): Z florae Grove (10-11: 3. 
Valiakv (5-2 M 4.Hi*jUary DoB(l6-i) 16 
ran «L IW C Jamea. Tola £4.». £130, 
£350. £160. £2.01 DF £3680 Tno. £2750 
CSF £333a Tncaa £83.40 

320 (3m 11110yd ch) i. Cantoris Fratar(W 
Morston, B-i). 2. hfi^rvray Five (25-11. 3. 
TTvee Of Ctebs 120-1). CetocSAver 7-4 lav 11 
ran. 15L1G. Mra J PUmon. Tote. £650. £1 90. 
£6 40. £450. DF £8730 Tno £227 00 
CSF £16333 Truant £3,49838 

330 (2m If Hal raca) 1. Badger's Lane (R 
Durmoody, 5-1|: 2. Harieqrtn Chorus. (10-1), 
3, BramtoyMay (9-1). Golden Dam 11-4 lav 
17 ran 1L nL K Bailey Tom £630. £280. 
£300. £530 DF £8350. Tno-£162 70. CSF. 
£5733 

Jadipot not won (pool of £230733 cwrfed 
intwanj to letoeutar today). 

PlacepOt £44530. Quadpot not won. 

Catterick Bridge 
Going: 0»d lo Drm 

1.00 (2m 31 hdtel 1. Desert Filter IM 
Hemnjpoa 9-J lev). 2. Abie Player (5-2). 3, 
Fly To The End (9-2) G ran. 13, m Mrs M 
RevrtBy Tote E32ftE130.£210.DF E320 
CSF. £8 13 

130 (2m hdto) 1. Wbdom (A S Smut. 8-1). £ 
ttGoodFadh{6-1):3. [telly Boy (50-1). Eden 
Dancer 11-8 <av 21 ran 2YA. SI K Morgan 
Tote. £1030, £2.40, £130. £1300 W' 
£32.90 Trio £17020 CSF . £5131 

2.00 (2m chl 1. Flash Of Realm (G Cattl. 
Evens law). 2. Evorofl Ran (4-11, 3. North 
Plnde (14-1) Oran 7L2KI PMortfrim. Tore 
£2.00, £1.10. £330 DF: £4 40. CSF. £530 

230 (2m h(Se) 1. Khnbertey Boy (P Ntwn. 
5-1): Z Bracterttm&B (5-1), 3. Deep Dawn 
114-1) Excmacn 7-2 Lav (u). 13 ran. Hd, rtw 
Mrs M Revetey Tote £510: £290, £140 
£3 80 DF £1040 Trio £43 00 CSF. £3189. 
Tncasi E3IB3B. No bd. 
3 00 (>n II 110yd ch) 1. Turin States (M 
Dwyer. 11-2). 2 Slop The Waller (4-11. 3. 
Andros Prince (16-11. Westwet Boy 7-2 lav 
11 ran. 1*J. 51 J Tuner Tote: EBiO: £210. 
£2.70.£250 DF.E2130 Trio. £123.ID CSF- 
E267B Tncast £30725. 
330 (2m hdto) 1. Broad Outlook (G HarVar. 
50-1): 2. Marscten Ftack (4-7 lev). 3. Bede 
Rose (3-1). 10 ran. 41. 151 M Smith. Tore- 
£5200;£5.10.£l80,£180 DF:£2580 Trio. 
£3030 CSF £78.38. 
Placepot £120,90. Quad pot £700. 

Lingfield Park 
Goino: nendard 

12.10 (71) 1, Peggy Spencer (D McKeown, 
B-11 leu); 2 Scissor Ftaae (18-1), a Vo Kn-B 
(33-1). 10 ran. NR DatrOGC 3VM. nk C 
Thornton Tote; £1.90: £1 40. £230, £4 60 
DF: £1330 Tno- £2650. CSF- £1331 
124011ml T, Easy Choice (A Oak. 84 lav). 
aKoaftiHcrivn(3-1):aAwasha(8-1] 7 ran 
NR Raffles Baxter DH. 1VL P MAche* 
Tote- £330; El3rt £180. DF. E34a CSF 
£910. 
1.10 Urn 4fl I, Batynekeriy (T Ashley. 5-2 
lev); rt Jusl-Mena-Mou 110-1): 2 H'Anl (4-1) 
14 ran. hfft fiapm Storm, Ftose CWme 10. 
hd R Akahust Tote- £8 10; £230. £250. 
£180. OF: £5690 Trio: £49.70. CSF. £3187 
Tricasr £101.73 

1X0(51) l. Arctic Romancer (A Whatan. 4-1): 
2. Mol Canard 115-2); 2 banheposl (13-8 
lav). 7 ran. 2*L 1ML G Lews. Toe £6 8ft 
£180. £250. DF. £9 60. CSF. £31.41 
21011m) l.Mr Nevermind (SWmvonh. 6-4 
f-lavf; Z Node Dot (7-1); 3. Remand Sun 
(25-1). Light Fantastic 6-4 |t-lav 7 ran. NR- 
Anao. 5L 61 G L ktoare Tote- Cl 8ft £1 4ft 
£330 DF: £7.10. CSF CJ197 

240 0n) 1, ColerWM (J CWnn, 2-1 tav); 2 
Mraemki (100-30). 3. Supreme Star [5-21 9 
ran. PH, ill J Sheehan Toro- £220. Elio, 
£290. £1.10. DF ES40 Trio £1180 CSF 
£955. Tncast El 6.37. 

210 (70 I, Tuteamala (T Aefltoy, 33-1). 2, 
Apoto ffed (4-^3, Fort Knox (7-2) By The 
Bay 11-4 lav » ran W. 5l. R Inoon. Trte: 
£40 JO; £850, £1.70, £1.70 OR £124 60 
Trio. £8230 CSF. £161.06. 

240(71) I.Superoo (ACuhane.5-1);2, Four 
Of Spades {14-11; 2 Mecfaro (i6-i). Rdd Of 
Vtion 7-2 lav. 15 ran Sh hd Ne Mrs PSIy. 
TOte- E6L00: £130. £780. & GO DF: £5180 
Trio: £371 70 CSF: £7306 Tricasr ■ £99087 

Placepot £2260. Ouadpot £1240. 

TRAttERS: S WSSame. 4 winner, from 14 
runners, 26.6%, M fteocott. 23 from 97, 
327%, G Lento, 16 from 68. 225%, Lord 
Huntingdon, 33 from 158, 31-2%, K 
McAuNfT? from 36,19.4%. JOCKEYS: L 
Dolton, GO winners from 236 rides, 26.4%; 
Emma O Gcman, 40 from 189, 212%, D 
McKcown 27 from 139. 194%: T hes. 18 
from 99. 182%. G DuffleW. 29 from 160, 
181%. Mfcs Diana Jones. 3 from 10,16 7% 

WINDSOR 
THUNDERER 
1Z40 Inculcate. 1.10 Dominie. 1.40 Going Around. 
2.10 Frankus. 2.40 Master Beveled. 3.10 Man Mood. 
3.40 Jenzsoph. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT SIS 

12.40 OAKLEY GREEN NOVICES HURDLE 
(Div !■ £2.303:2m) (12 runners) 

1 -421 TIGHT RST 17 (F)MiS5HKnKJh( 5-11-7.J Osborne 84 
2 4 ART TATUM 7 R Heron 4-11-0  .G MeCoun 85 
3 0 CHUIfiGHTS 14|V)Gftttlng5-11-0_BCtttort - 
4 0-02 MGULCATE14 C Weedon Vil-0-fMattuhto© 
5 055- MBITON292FPHrtgei 5-H-O.MRictott 80 
5 5 JAA2B419UUadgnwiWi-0.__. OMoitt - 
7 4-PO f£0 CHANNEL 15! Casey 5-11-0- EMuitty - 
8 SERIOUS OPDONIIOEPCoIb 4-11-0-. BPrani - 
9 34-4 TffltW 14 (BE) 1 Forster 4-11-0 ..APMeCoy 81 

10 00/ THE MEXICANS GONE5B6DG<nghty7-lf-0.... HSupf* - 
11 002/ WH5TUNG BUCK 804 {51 H Ron 7-11-0_0 CTSuBwn - 
12 OPENKG RANGE 509FNBerry 4-1M-ASSlrtUl - 

94 hculdta. 4-1 Tigrt Rsl 5-1 letnem B-1 Ait Tam. 12-1 Chill 
washing Buck Serous Oflura. lb-1 ottera. 

1.10 PANGBOURNE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£2,136.2m 4f) (14) 

1 114/ PA0DYSWA7923 |F9) fl Budtte H1-iS_.. _ B Pawl - 
2 D4-3 DOMIME 20 (rtS)KBailey 7-11-12.. JQsbcma B8 
3 21,' DARZEE587(F)PHedger5-11-tO-URtfafe - 
4 -414 STAPIEFORDLAW 36 (BfflJMowe 7-11-6. WMctatald 90 
5 1-60 «VB»U) 29 (Si M Ahem 5-11-0 ... U Ahem - 
6 23-P WILTOSX) 10 (B.D,F.G) B LOOgB 7-16-13.... »s N Ledger 88 
7 (VOO LEESW00010 (VJ8) R Lw 7-10-n . II Dwyer - 
8 600- CHAUBIGBfR0W 247 (S)IteLJnrl5-10-9 UAFtegarttf 9 
9 440- RAMALLAH 227 (D.S.S J Whde 5-10-8_A P McCoy 94 

10 552/SMART RfflAL 1133 JAkrtnrt 7-10-7_.JLtedi - 
11 M2 DANCMOANCfflMfflDGaBaNyWIM-H SunSo 92 
12 «D MVS51B1LUCV19 (G)UssKMiiBhniBe 5-10-0 Wtonpheys - 
13 -045 SANDRO 18 (BJ.aSl Mbs L Bonn 6-100.. L Haney 72 
14 POP- JUST A BEAU 254 Ms L Jenelf 4-100.WW*ft(7) - 

2-1 Dame. 5-1 StoWort Lafr. 61 Dara*. B-1 Padoyoray. Leeswnd, lD-l 
Danctag Dancer. RamaUart 12-1 rther* 

1.40 WODDSIDE NOVICES CHASE (E3.111:3m) (15) 
1 -151 SEOO RUGA 13 (F.rtS) S Meflw 6-11-12 - Chns Webti (5) 96 
2 43n PEATSVKW017 (F.aS)MCaaron 7-11-6. _ A Thorton ® 
3 71-2 SrtVBIHmTLAD 19(6}TCasey6-11-4 MARtzgoattll 
4 54-P ALRON G C Vtoadui 6-11-0 _ Peter Hobbs - 
5 000- BRSilOLEY HOUSE 297 (S)JHMe B-11-0.D Moms - 
6 5P-4 CHEF CS.T 61 (rt5)JKkig 9-H-O. APUcCoyBB 
7 05? CWJRCH LAW 14 Mis L Taytor 8-11-0.. R Sirj* 81 
8 G8- DUSKYROVBl387WssHKmgM6-11-0 ..MrJMrtyfh - 
9 12P- GOING AROUfO 232 (S.5) K Badfy 7-11-0-J Osborne - 

10 132- LETS MMBLE257P (SI RAtoer 611-0.... Mr P Heriey (5) - 
11 F45- IA6HT FANCY 352 Us A WOnfrow 7-114)-ATnry 61 
12 2426 SBISmvE KDtS 19 (FjGj J jBfcns 7-11-0.0 O'Scfcan 7G 
13 121- UBUVAL2Z2PM5)WBohell9-11-0. ASSrrtffl - 
14 -632 BRAND APPLAUSE 7 (6) M HaffiMfflga 5-10-12-— 72 
15 2P-P SEASAMACAMLE16 (5) R BueUa 8-70-9-SPowd - 

3-1 Scot ftoga. 7-: Sfrertorl Lad. 5-i PeaBwM. 6-1 Gang AranJ. 10-1 
Church Lta. 12-1 Ser&we tons, 14-1 Brana AoptaDse, 161 owerv 

2.1 0 BOO STDY HAYWARD HANDICAP CHASE 
(£3,527:2m) (8) 

1 -lit EEZ-AWAY118 (D/.G) T Forster 612-0-APMcCoy - 
2 332/ TUDOR FABLE 548 (D.Q1 N Henderson 7-11-3— J attune - 
3 2UU3 SHHLEYS TRAM 17 (0F.F) P Hobbs 6-71-3 „ Pear Hobbs 91 
4 6230 LEW1H IB (C0.F85IM Ahern 8-11-2- M Ahem 92 
5 0622 0RMN6 R3RCE8 (BXO/.fi^) MaM IlcCduti 9-11-2 G McCtaul @ 
6 -322 DEAR D016IBFJJS) N Hendeison 8-10-11 ... M A Hamid 96 
7 G64U FRAWCUS B (ftFiLSl S UMta 6-1M-OvteWeSb (51 - 
8 F4P- PEGMARK 194 (1LS) Me A Htadmi 12-10-4 _ AThonano 94 

7-4 Es-Acay. 4-1 aunty's Tm. 5-1 Onvuig Face. 6-1 Dear Do. B-1 Tutor 
Fable. Faftc. 10-1 Bran. 33-1 ottos. 

2.40 OAKLEY GREEN NOVICES HURDLE 
(Div U: £2,303:2m) (12) 

1 5/1 MASTER BB/ELH) 20 (D.G) P Erare 5-11-7.. A P McCoy®) 
2 50 AIORFSAFFAR 14 0 Branch Dm 4-11-0_I Lawrence 69 
3 PP BAV BOB IB T Casey 6-11-0-EMurpfay - 
4 26-P BETSCHHORN BARD 29 OGamtolfa 5-11-0_M Dwyer - 
5 PM KWG-S GOLD 19 Mr, LfflOods 5-11-0-MRtofBrts 74 
6 0 MONSIEUR BROOKS 15 R Strange 5-11-0-RSnonge - 
7 F«- NEW ALBION 171F N Hendercon 4-11-0_UAFBigevaU - 
9 00-4 N1EHTHAUBJJ0N 185Wondnrai4-ii-g.Alhonttv S3 
9 0 STAfBJGHT ELVER 6F (B) J Long 8-11-0   R Rowel - 

10 W0TTASHAM8LE3 3BF L Mtrtague Hd 4-11-0— D Munis - 
11 F LADY LACEY 14 G Baking GhlM-B Fenton (5) - 
12 U PRIDE OFHAYLMG 7PHedgw 4-10-9_ BFowel - 

5- 4 Master tortaL 7-1 Ud)r Lacey, fflgflt h A MWan. B-i New AWai, 
GeW. 10-1 Arab's AIM. 14-1 raters. 

3.10 DQRNEY AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP CHASE 
(£2.997:2m S) (6) 

1 50-5 NIIESHM6(G,5)HItonw59-12-0..AOariBs-Jones(7) - 
2 04-1 ASK THE GCNERHUR 54 (F.fiS) G BatUng 9-11-1A Baking m SI 
3 1101 MAN MOOD 15 (£S)C Boob 4-1J-7_EJafflBpl S 
4 05-1 RAM&TAR 22 ffS P HOWS 7-iO-B-_5 IWttoe (7) B5 
5 2117 ROYAL SQUARE 549 (7,rtS) 6 Hmnl S-10-tMrs A PBTW (3) - 
6 111- GLBI MAAfiE 185 (DJJS) M Comte 10-100 

U& M CtHrtM (7) 84 

6- 4 Man Mnrt 3-1 AA The Goremar. 7-2 tanst*. 8-1 Gen Urasi. Royal 
Squm. 16-1 KfflKtm 

3.40 CRANBDURHE MARES ONLY HAMHCAP 
HURDLE (£2,661:2m) (7) 

1 13-F J89ZS0PHIB(S)PHrtid54-11-11—.PUrHrtMg] 
2 21UF ZAJRA9(F.qPFC£toE5-U-11—..APMcCoy 94 
3 124 J0SHNA2f)UMcCcmart4-iM-ILowranes SO 
4 655- SMART M SABLE 222 IV.GLS) P HedOBf 8-11-2. M RkStanlfi 91 
5 22-0 SOPHE MAY 12 fi) G L Mom 4-11-1-A Thorton S3 
G 24-3 FORSETHIL 29 pMI D Buctell 5-11-1_DJBUrttd 95 
7 8PP- MRS JAWLEYPOra) 9 (DjELS) C Smith 7-10-12.. M Bangs SB 

94 Jensagh. 4-1 Zcjka. 9-2 Jtctfka 5-1 fogoifeL 6-1 Smat h Satte. B-i 
SofMe May, 2D-1 Mrs Jaufcytan) 

COURSE SPECIAUSTS 
TRAJHRS; C Birtfc, 5 vmuKis Iron 15 nmas, 3131. G BaUng. 4 
from 17.23 SS; N Hemteson, 9 from 40.D GandoHo, 3 Iran 
14.21.4%; frkss H Kngn, 9 kna 43.20 n. 

JOCKEYS: S McCouL 7 nfrneni tom 35 rides. 2O0V J Osborne. 10 
tom GS. 14 71. u A Fitzgerald. 5 from 36.139%. 8 GMtort. 3 kon 
23.13 K. E frbmhy. 3 torn 26.11 it 

THUNDERER 
1Z15 Halbert 12.45 Tee-Emm. 1.15 Nordico 
Princess. 1.45 Mask Flower. 2.15 Sweet Wilbelmina. 
2.45 Hever Golf Lady. 3.15 Coiston-C. 3.45 Strafs 
Legacy. 

GOING- STANDARD DRAW: 5F-TM, LOW BEST SIS 

12.15 FAUCETS SOLD A GROHE MILLION 
HANDICAP (Div I: £2.414:60 (14 runners) 

1 0000 GABCHARGE BLUE 74 (OLF.S) 1 fajtion 3-9-13 TAsMey(7}7 
: (CM MOUJEE0 5 (V.CD^l Pal UiicteH 5-9-iJ. _ .. .. J(Un5 
1 0311 SOUnSWDOMMON5iCO.GJMJotnsiDn3-9-17(iBi IDeUriZ 
4 0335 SUVOVITZ22 p/JXF.G) MHeanm-flfc548- —.ACtrtB 
5 OMO HALBffiT 60 IVAFJTPBiKwne 6-9-3.. _ DR McCabe (3] i 
6 0000 6BEWSB® U(CJLf.G)DChaprai5-9-2..ACuftOtoS 
7 4125 SHARP HP 03 ffl.D.F)RnB*r 54-1..DBfrnsB 
9 0042 STAND TAIL 6 Clhouto 3-6-13  . DMc*£om4 
9 0000 GRESJ BQUGHTIY 9 fD.FjSl 0 When 4-6-11._ . B Carter ID 

ID 0000 SAifTAMJBO 10 IVJLSJJEvn 3-8-7..ItLapum 13 
11 00-0 5BOOUSFACT31 MFTeato 3-6-7-GDofflmm 
12 5500 LAB0SSETTE20filnBiini3-IW-— „ AMadayB 
13 0-00 IOIRYWESTON 136Pttnriup3*3. DWnffl«l3111 
14 0600 SARASOMA 5 (Bl J ftyua4-7-7..HVa*y(3)12 

7-2 Stand Taft SMfwm Daman. 5-i Sfnwtt. Senora Fact 6-1 olhws 

12.45 FAUCETS GROHE RELAXA PLUS 
ESQUISIT SHOWER FmiNGS HANDICAP 
(Div I: £2,656:51) (8) 

1 0642 SPEEDY CLASSIC 20 ICO^JG) M HeaUwQtS 6-9-10 A Ctarfr 3 
2 1000 WKIRU5H BOY 28 (D.F) J BuUey 5-9-7.. Amea Cook (7) 4 
3 4034 TOa«anCO.F.G)P Hurting 5-9-3- JOutonS 
4 0060 LOCHON 45 (D/.6) J Eyre 4-9-1-RLaprtnB 
5 0002 SPECTACLE M 20 (BjG) J QUonoglu 6-6-11. PUcCate (31 7 
6 4010 ANYTHE BABY ID (GD,G] P Dalton 3-8-11_ fl Cochrane 1 
7 5216 CHfflCYCHAPPY92 RDfl 0 Ortman 4-7-10. PFessey (5) B 
8 0000 IL FURFTTO 22 J King 3-7-7.N Variey <3) 5 

11-4 Soectocte Jin. 31 Soeedy Classic. 7-2 Anytime Bahy. 4-1 oOm 

I .1 5 FAUCETS GROHE RELAXA PLUS ESQUISIT 
SHOWER FITTINGS HANDICAP (Div II: £2.656:5f) (8) 

1 0000 NORDICO PROCESS 24 (C0/,rtS) U Brittain 4-104) R Cochrane 2 
2 0520 KALAR 14 BX0J.G) D Ctrttoau 6-9-13 . .. . I Dedal 7 
3 6003 ROCKY TWO 20 (BXLG| F itoiing 4-6-11._ J Quton 6 
4 5503 HALF TORE 62 fflU.G) RHow 3-8-11 ... OBfeBl 
5 0065 DAANS1A20 (B.CP.G.S1 P KmBng 5-B-7 .... DWhgftt(3)5 
6 4003 KWffiTOk BUTTS 10K McAutoe c^53._. 6DulUd4 
7 2060 TOMMY TEMPEST B7 ftf.CD.rtS) fl Peacot* (rB-i.. AMat*ay3 
a MO OAMOND BANGLE 9 CEbetTf-7.._. N Adam B 

9-4 Had Tore. 5-2 Rocky Tnu. 7-2 Kata 4-1 0sartoi 5-1 others 

1.45 FAUCETS HOSPITA LEVER TAPS OLD & 
NEW MAIDEN STAKES (Z-Y-0: £3.404:60 HI) 

1 63 BALLYMONEY10 (BF) Hf O'Gonnan 9-0- Erma ffGaman 9 
2 06 BLUE FLYER 63 B taoram W1--- DBI«p7 
3 00 CASINO CW 22 fOanenfM... G Fatttner (7) 3 
« 0222 RED ACUtSLE 14 6 Lews9-0.. ._. SYriwmrm 11 
5 50 ROWLANDSONS STUD 129 6 LMooreM.. . R Pertain 6 
6 6 GREBf GEM 30 S Wiflrart 8-9 _ J Tata 2 
7 LAPERRJJCHELadHuinphn8-9- DMcXaiwnlO 
8 3000 LATZ10 47 0 Ptxrx 6-9.. D B McCabe [3) 4 
9 543 MARWOSTREFT75PEvansfl-9.SSanferafl 

ID 4222 MASK RJJWER 6 M Johnson B-9.. .. LDrtnIS 
11 00- UNSPOKEN PRAYER 63 J Amok) B-9__ CRnBul 

II -« Mask Ftaw. 3-1 Euflymowy. 4-1 Marro Sired. 9-2 utter* 

2.15 FAUCETS GROHE AUTOMATIC 1000 A 2000 
THERMOSTATIC SHOWER VALVES NURSERY 
HANDICAP (2-Y-O: £3,469:1m) (7) 

1 1012 QUALITY ID ty,CDJ,G) W (TGernrai 9-7. Ejito (YGoman 1 
2 01 SWEET MUmSHA 19 <0) Lotf fkrtrvtor W. L Dutton 6 
3 1036 HOfrELAiO 6 (DJ£) 1 Haugtai 8-6_S Ganders 4 
4 5040 BALPARE 16 m H CaJbghan 7-8 .  . A Unckay 2 
5 0012 DRAGOKBY 6 (B.GI J Payne 7-7_ D WiWI (3) 7 
6 0000 ffFCACJOUS 40 C Bacetoad 7-7__J (Urn 3 
7 450 DEAKBI DAMCEB 20 Mwy 7-7-6 BatM 5 

2-1 ftrtfly. 9-4 Swra Wtoumoa. 4-1 Hometato. 5-1 Dragaipy, 12-1 alhera. 

2.45 FAUCETS FOR GROHMASTER SHOWERS 
LIMITED STAKES (£2.726:2m) (9) 

1 4245 ENWfflNMWTAUST 19 (S) R Hams 4-H AMackayl 
2 6002 CHITA RIVERA 24 P U*m 4-6-13__L Dettori 5 
3 000- FLEURDETAL2234WGMTuner4-8-13_RPertain7 
4 0030 OODDftiTONFLYER22ffiRHtmretad349 HCodra»2 
5 0630 GUEST ALLIANCE 20 A Mmre 3-8-9_Candy ktos 4 
5 060 2AD0K 20 RPMtBS 3-8-9._ ..GDufflaUS 
7 2380 HEVER GOLF LADY 2! (GDLGLS) T rfamfeoi 3-6-6 S Santas 6 
B 5526 EIH1LE55FANTASY22C-Cper3-8-4_QfeaG 
9 5000 SHMHG DANCffl 20 S Dow J-5-4_ADaiyff)3 

3-1 BnirarinentaiBL 7-2 Enkss Fantasy. 9-2 iftwr an Lady. 5-1 adas 

3.15 FAUCETS SOLD A GROHE MILLION 
HANDICAP (Div II: £2,414:60 (13) 

1 5553 D0N7 SET CAUGHT IB (V) J L Ham3 3-10-2— B Santas 7 
2 1606 UFTBOY29 (C.DJF.G) AMdoib6-9-12. CandyUorhs5 
3 2464 OUR SHADS 20 JV,C0,F.G) K lory 5-9-II- CScrty(7)13 

4 0560 FASCHATION WALiZIOtCD/ASIJSnhiiBB-ig GDnfflridB 
5 2306.Rtffi fit CHE SBMUsher 3-9-8..UMgh»2 
6 0000 DISTANTDVNA5IY107ICOAS)BPearce5-8-6.— Tlml2 
7 0504 ASSBHMENT136(CDJ.G)JUng3-H.RCodmnt 
8 2100 C0LST0w;a)p.nCftI344_SWAnrthlO 
9 2360 OWIOJEwW-4--RUnptaB 

10 6550 TOM1U.3B(BflRharm3-94. Dnggs3 
11 0032 VUWTCltR6BD6HMaM-13—.  PlWfiTlt 
12 0400 MYJMXA22(BXOLG)JOTtaH^ae5-8-0_ PMcCOe(3)9 
13 0006 H»BIY!eDOY20(G)PEvwm..- Amanda SmtaS (7) 4 

9-2 Don'i 6d CangM, 5-1 Our Stake. 6-1 VbdrinaoL. Tonal. 7-1 otter: 

3.45 FAUCETS FOR GROHE ARABESK& CHtARA 
AMATEUR RIOERS HANDICAP (£2.427:1m 4f) (10) 

1 3306 TETHYS 28 (D/) J Eft* 4-11-7 -- Ws Bam JODU 3 
3 026 H6HTWG TWES 27 C SmHl 3-10-9 __ MBS J Mnttf 9 
3 0632 KN0TAI1Y WOOD 19 J fflft 3-10-4 Use E JrintM HougMoi S 
4 0212 NOSPaCHE59(COFflSO»4-lO-2- TMcCartw6 
5 -300 RETENDERMp/.fi)JPeace6-9-13.. - MraLPnceJ 
6 6435 MOHTDNE 9 (FjELS) i JBttns 5-9-9 _M Uanrtsh yfj 10 
7 5404 STRATSLE6ACY20fCD/£)DArtidH<1B-9-2 MsOAitrttaUB 
S 0000 ttHHOUE5IS)Btanx4-9-0 .. .. MaSC<Me(717 
9 1500 OfflFT DROP BOMBS JO (V.CO.F.El D Thrai 6-M Mbs J Feten 2 

10 6006 PHANAN 6 (CD.F.Gl R Patai 9-94_Us C Pacnct (7) \ 

11-4 Nf SpMtflK. 3-1 SlBl'5 Le9Ky. ?-2 Motafly Wood 5-1 others. 



44 / SPORT 

fewer tears 
falling as 
standards 
rise again 

Bv John Hopkins, golf correspondent 

SOME relieved men were 
flying from the Costa del Sol to 
their homes yesterday — in 
particular 12 Englishmen, five 
Irishmen and five Swedes, 
three Spaniards, two Danes, 
two Scots, two Welshmen, two 
Americans and one each from 
Argentina, South Africa, 
Germany, France, Holland, 
Norway, Finland and Austra¬ 
lia. 

They were leaving Gua- 
dalmina and San Roque golf 
dubs with a sense of achieve¬ 
ment that, of the 183 competi¬ 
tors who had attended the 
qualifying school, they were 
the 41 who had won places on 
the PGA European Tour in 
1996. 

A little of the drama has 
gone out of the qualifying 
school these days with the 
emergence of worthwhile less¬ 
er tours. Scenes such as those 
at La Manga in 1986, when 
grown men cried with piea- 

A second round of 72, that 
included three birdies, gave 
Tracey Craik the halfway lead 
in the American Express Tour 
qualifying school tournament 
at La Manga Club. Spain 
yesterday. The Oxfordshire- 
based Scot's total of 143. one 
under par. put her one stroke 
ahead of Anne-Marie Knight, 
of Australia, who had the 
day’s best round with a 69. 
Tracey Loveys. from Dorset, 
lies a further stroke behind. 

sure and frustration, have 
almost ail gone now. 

This is in part because the 
players are more professional 
and in part because a place on 
the European Tour is not the 
only possibility for men who 
want to make a living playing 
golf at the highest level. 

The Challenge tour was 
begun in 1989 and has proved 
itself a success, as has the 
Hippo Tour, a more recent 
competition. Named alter a 
clothing manufacturer and 
run by Randy Fox. an energet¬ 
ic American turned travel 
agent in London, and Cathy 
Longhurst, a good name to 
have in golf, it is about to start 
its third year with 16 events, 
compared with five two years 
ago. 

These tours have given a 
safety net to those players who 
otherwise would have been 
scrambling around seeking 
competition before beginning 
their annual attempts to reach 
the main tour through the 
qualifying schools. 

If these tours have created 
extra employment for profes¬ 

sionals, then they have also 
helped to create a dramatic 
improvement in standards. 
Now. there is an increasing 
supply of ever-improving 
young talent, not only from 
the traditional golfing coun¬ 
tries. but also from Germany. 
Finland, Norway and Hol¬ 
land. 

Memories may be playing 
tricks, but the recollections 
from the tour school at La 
Manga in 1986 were of a 
number of very good and not 
very good players and quite a 
few who were good but not 
quite good enough. On Guad- 
almina's winding fairways 
and the more exposed acres of 
San Roque, die overall stan¬ 
dard was not dissimilar from 
a European tour event of IS 
years ago. 

No matter to what extent die 
standard has risen, the effect 
that the pressure created in the 
sixth round was remarkable. 
Players who performed quite 
steadily until the last day went 
to pieces, while others, show¬ 
ing a mental fortitude that 
should serve them well, fought 
tenaciously and ultimately 
successfully. 

Richard Dtnsdale. for exam¬ 
ple, was out in 39 and seven 
over par. The Welshman 
knew that the target was six 
over — and he courageously 
birdied two of his last four 
holes to qualify. 

Nobody who was anywhere 
near David Howell as he sank 
a 12-yard chip from above the 
flag on his 16th hole on 
Tuesday — his 105th of the 
tournament — will have failed 
to realise the significance of 
what he had done. It took 
Howell, the former Walker 
Cup player, to five over par, 
some of die pressure was luted 
and he birdied the last hole, 
too. 

It was a pleasure to see Juan 
Carlos Pinero, the brother of 
Manuel, get his card at his 
eighth attempt as it was to 
observe the first, far-from- 
foitering. steps as a profes¬ 
sional of Stephen Gallacher. 
He seemed as unflappable 
when he hit a rare bad shot as 
he was unimpressed on strik¬ 
ing one that met his own 
exacting standards. His name 
is to be written down for the 
future to continue the link 
between European golf and 
Gallacher. 

On the evidence of this 
qualifying school, the body of 
competitive professional golf 
in Europe is unquestionably 
in good condition. If only these 
young men would play more 
quickly; five hours for a round 
is far too long. 

Jones, left the Colwyn Bay manager, watches his players prepare for their FA Cup tie against Blackpool. Photograph: Barry Greenwood 

Rebels with a cause head for the border 
*Y n August, the two surviv- 
I ing members of die 

JL Welsh “Irate Eight". 
Newport and Colwyn Bay. 
met in a pre-season friendly. 
It was quickly dubbed a 
match for “The Rebels' Cup". 

Colwyn Bay won. On Sat¬ 
urday, they have a rather 
more prestigious cup match, 
at Blackpool in the second 
round of the FA Cup. the 
furthest that the club has been 
in the competition and a 
reward for the fortitude 
shown in its battle with the 
Football Association of Wales 
(FAW) for the right to play in 
English non-league football. 

“The last few years have 
been tough — tough to the 
point where you wonder ‘Is it 
worth itT" Alan Banks, the 
dub’s honorary secretary, 
said. “But. when you get a bit 
of a Tim in the FA Cup. you 
say. ‘Yes, it is.’" 

When Banks first became 
associated with the dub. in 
the 1960s, most football sup¬ 
porters did not even travel as 
far as Wrexham, let alone fill 
the coaches which, these days, 
depart from north Wales ev¬ 
ery Saturday heading for Old 
Trafford, Anfield or Good- 
ison Park. 

As Colwyn Bay bid for FA Cup glory, Peter Ball discovers the 

club that has a long and bitter tradition of confounding the odds 
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---— Charlton 
'leaves 
play-off 
place 

for Keane 
BYOURSTOKtSST^ 

JACK CHARLTON,*? man¬ 
ager of Ireland, yesterday left 
See open for R°y 
hjlsquadto play Holland m 
the European football champ* 
Sship qualifying 
match at Anfield on December 

13 ftane. the Manchester Uni¬ 
ted midfield player, under¬ 
went a hernia operationi three- 
weeks ago and 
land's 3-0 defeat in Portugal. 
He played in only three of 
Ireland's ten matches in group 
six. in which they finished 
runners-up. Charlton, though, 
is determined to give him 
every chance of recovering, 
and has named a 21-strong 
squad. Niall Quinn, the 
Manchester City striker, is 
suspended. Tommy Coyne, or _ 
Motherwell, injured, and Ed¬ 
die McGoIdrick. of Arsenal. 

can be proved that 
Keane has recovered from his 
injury, I would still like to 
have him in the squad, and I ■ 
will leave it as long as possible 
to see what can be done.? 
Charlton said. 

Charlton's decision again to 
invoke the five-day Interna¬ 
tiona] rule has caused conster- • 
nation among FA Carling 
Premiership dubs, which face - 
a fOU programme on the 
weekend before. 

Arsenal. Manchester Uni¬ 
ted. Sheffield Wednesday. 

aL Photograph; Barry Greenwood Liverpool, Aston Villa, Chel¬ 
sea. Blackburn Rovers. Man- 

.'1 % Chester City and Middles- 
rhA nni"n PI" brough are affected, but the 
LllV kJUL Vivl Premier League is sticking. 

firmly to its rule book, and 
S the but there are no mercenaries yesterday insisted that match- 
- here. The lads could all do' es stay on the original date of 
nrifk better elsewhere, but they December 9. 

Back then, the traffic was 
all in the other direction; 
every Saturday, trains and 
buses, and the occasional car. 
brought footballers from Lan¬ 
cashire to play for RhyL 
Llandudno or Colwyn Bay. 

"It was called the Gold 
Coast in those days because 
the money was here for the 
players." Banks said. "Hun¬ 
dreds used to come down to 
play in the Fifties and Sixties. 
With their jobs as well, they 
used to earn more than they 
would with Football League 
sides; but the money dried 
up." 

It took Colwyn Bay 15 years 
to recover from the debts. 
“The debts were finally paid 
off in 1979. and we began to 
turn the comer." Banks, who 
became secretary in 1967. 
said. 

The turning of the comer 
was swiftly followed by the 
appointment of Bryn Jones as 
player-manager. Jones, a 
butcher in his day job. has 
been there ever since, taking 
the side up six divisions from 

the now-defunct Welsh 
League North through the 
North West Counties to the 
Northern Premier in his 15 
years. 

Four years ago, they were 
making impressive progress 
up the English non-league 
pyramid, winning the first 

ipSfcft fa 

M cup 

division of the Northern Pre¬ 
mier League to move up into 
the premier division when the 
FAW decided to form the 
Konica League of Wales and 
ordered all of its dubs to join. 

Colwyn was one of eight 
dubs that defied the order. 
Apart from Newport the 
others surrendered, but Col¬ 
wyn Bay went into exile, first 
at Northwich and then at 
Ellesmere Port, as they em¬ 

barked upon a long and 
draining court case in which 
Colwyn and Newport took on 
not just the FAW but the 
might of Fife, the world 
governing body. 

That has beat successful at 
least temporarily, but the 
costs have been high. “As a 
dub. we've been hdd back by 
having to play two years in 
exile." Jones said. “We were a 
progressive dub three years 
ago; we were winning things, 
there was interest in the town, 
but we lost the momentum 
with having to play away. 

“We had everything {Milled 
away from us — money; 
playing away from Colwyn 
meant no support and no 
atmosphere; the players felt 
they were fighting an uphill 
battle against the FAW, not 
thinking they were going to 
gel anywhere, not knowing 
whether they had any future. 

“If we had been jus! a team 
brought in by a benefactor — 
which you sometimes get at 
this level— rather than a club, 
we wouldn’t have survived. 

but there are no mercenaries 
here. The lads could all do 
better elsewhere, but they 
didn’t want to play in the 
Welsh League, they wanted to 
(day in a better standard of 
football" The team, six of whom, 

including Dave Brett 
the player/assistant 

manager, and Peter Donnel¬ 
ly. the captain, have been at 
the dub for six or seven years, 
stayed loyaL and are now 
reaping the reward with the 
trip to Blackpool In Jones’s 
words, it is: 'The biggest 
game of their lives”. 

It will be productive for tire 
dub. too. "This FA Cup nui 
has given the club the lift it 
needed, given us a little bit of 
a kick-start" Jones said. Al¬ 
though the average gate is 
now around 400. about 300 
down on the figure before 
they went to North widi, they 
expect to take 800 supporters 
with them to Blackpool. 

“The phone’s been hot" 
Banks said. “As well as the 
supporters' dub. pubs and 
other local organisations are 
running trips. The FA Cup 
brings them all out, doesn’t 
it?" 

IRELAND SQUAD: A Ke*y (Sheffield Un* 
ted). P Bonner (Celtic), D Iwen (Man- 
chaste United). G Kefy (Leeds Unted). J 
Km (Backbum Rovers). P McGrath 
(Aston vite). P Babb (Liverpool). T Phelan 
(Chelsea). S Staunton ftslon Vila). J 
Sheridan (Sheffield Wednesday). B 
Houghton (Crystal Palace). J McAiaar 
(Uverpod), M Wigan (Norwich City). A 
Townsend (Aston vlaj, A McLovghBn 

■ (Portsmouth). □ Kefly (Svsteriand). J 
Aldridge (Tranruera Rovers). A Cascartao 
(MaraSesJ. M Kennedy (Uverpoot). C 
Morris (MidcSBstxough). A Kamaghan 
(Manchester City). 

Graham Pearce 
and Graham 

Moseley 
A report (November 24} about 
an on-pitch fight involving 
Blackburn Rovers footballers 
stated that Graham JEtearce 
and Graham Moseley, two 
Brighton players, had been 
booked for fighting in 1981. 
This information was provid¬ 
ed by a reputable sports news 
agency and we had no reason 
to doubt its accuracy. In fact, 
neither Graham Pearce nor 
Graham Moseley was in¬ 
volved in any such incident 
We apologise for any embar¬ 
rassment caused by this 
mistake. 

PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES 

BADMINTON 

SINGAPORE: World Grand Prfec Arrant 
M«v First round: H Art* (Into) 01J Otsson 
(Sate) 15-6, 15-7; C»ig Ewa Hock (Malay) tK 
P-E Hoyer Larsen (Den) 15-8, 1EL8: J 
Supruma (Mo] 01 Tan Sian Reno (S/ngi 
1W. 15-5; H Handrawan ihdo) M H 
Susanto ilndo) 1S-». 15-?, A WSranaia 
(Indo) bt Fung Petmadi (Taiwan) 15-11. 
15-1. fi Si** Malay) M Lee Kwan-(ln 
(5 Kot) 15.11.15-7: Daig along (China) MJ 
van Dijk (Hog 15-8. 15-7: A Budl Kusuna 
(lrdo)« P Rasmussen pen) 15-6,15-12 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Cleve¬ 
land 93 Toronto 8ft Mraml 111 Dates 8ft 
New Jersey 89 Washington W: ABanta 102 
New York 97; Chariolte 106 Mtnaukoo 99; 
Mmecota 121 Vancouver 98: Houston 116 
LA appere 103. Indiana 102 Senate 101; 
Sacramento 91 Denver 85 

BOWLS 

GOATSfVDGE: CIS Insurance Scottish 
Masters: Quarter-finafa: A Thomson (Eng) 
bt J Undents (Seal) 7-3. 7-0; P Conian 
(Scot) bt A Marshall (Scot) 0-7. 7-& 7-5 
Serai-SnaL J Price (Wales) M R Corse 
(Scot) 7-1 7-2 

CRICKET 

One-day international 

India v New Zealand 
BOMBAY (ntfa won loss). India beet New 
Zealand by 9B wickets 

NEW ZEALAND 
M J Qroattsdch r Manyekar b Srinafh 4 
N Astiec PrasadbPrabhakar ... _. 9 
S P Ffemng c and b Srtnaffi .8 
tA C Parore run out .. 14 
R G Twose si Mongia b Kapoor _ . ... 14 
S A 7horn9cn run euf .. .. ._ _ 20 
*LK German b Kurt*;..29 
G Larsen c Srtnalh b Kapoor _ 6 
□ J Nosh c Prasad b Kijmbie ..11 
S B DouS c Prasad b Kunfcte ..2 
D K Momson not oul..1 
Extras pb 3. nb 3. w 2) . ....8 
Tote/ -126 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-7. 2-20. 3-38. 4-38. 
5^4. 669, 7-B7. 8-113.9-125 
Bwrfrur Prabhakar 50-29-1. Sraiate 6-0- 
22-2. Prasad 00-22-0, Kap«» 10033-2, 
KiiriWc 8-0-17-3. 

INDIA 
M Prabriaku not oU . _.32 
SRTendufcar dMorrnon . ..._ ..1 
VGKant*cGrealbaich b Doul ... 48 
’MA AzharuddlncGermonbDai .... 4 
SVManiekaicThomsonbDoul .. .. 0 
A D Jactefe not ru!.35 
Eifflan (0 2. w 6)- . ..- 8 

Total (4 wins)-.......-128 
tN R Mongia, A Kumbte. A R Kapoor, J 
Sriralh and v Prasad am not bat 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-7,2-71.3-75. 4-7S 
BOWLING- Maroon 9-2-32-1. Nash 8-1- 
254). DolA 6-0-42-3, Larson 9-1-27-0 
(JrrpirDC I Shwram and A V Jayaprakash 
Man at tte match: J Stuirth 
Man ot the series: M Prabhakar 

DEVON PORT, Austral® Tour match (one 
day) Tasmania 2305 P Porting 9ft, S 
Yoiaig 7C): Sri Lankans 220 (A deSiNa 67) 
Sri Larttans won an latter oconng rate utoen 
rain ended ptay. 

Tuesday's tele rwaits 
COCA-COLA CUP: Fourth round: Rearing 
2 Southampton 1. 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD: Second 
round: Northern section: Chesterfield 2 
Rochdale 1. HuO 1 Hackpool 2; Lncom 2 
Pres) an l;SctottiarpeOYork3:Wraiiam1 
Carlisle 2; firtherham 0 Wigan 0 (ael, 
Rotherham won 4-1 on pensj Southern 
section: Bneortord 0 Fulham 1: Bristol 
Rovers 2 BowneraouJh 1: Cardiff 1 
Northampton 2: OdOitJ United 1 Cotahesfer 
2. Pe»erpotough 1 Svransea 0 (art. 
Peterborough vton tn sudoen-doath extra- 
time). Shrewsbury 0 Bnstol Ctiy 0 (art. 
Shiwsbuty won 7-6 on pens). Wateal 1 
Brighton 2. 
VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Spalding 
Cup: Second round; Famborough 1 Dover 
3. Kotfenng 2 Stevenage 1 (art: 1-1 after 90 
min): MacrtesfieW 4 KtddwnwtsJer 1: 
Runcorn 1 SouTtipcm 5 
UNIBOW LEAGUE: Firat tfvtalon: 
Congteton 1 Curzort Ashton 1: Eastwood 
Town 1 Parsley Coffic Z Harrogate Town 1 
Bradford PA 2. 
BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Premier OU 
virtorr Rusnden and Diamonds 3 BaldocK 
0 Midland dMsion:; Leicester United 0 
Mnqs Lynn 3; R C Waiwtc*; 2 Rothnrt! 4. 
Dr Mortens Cup: Hrst round: Second leg: 
Merthyr TydW 1 Newpon AFC 1 
FA TROPHY: Trtrd qualifying round: 
Replay* Bamber Bridge 2 Bun on 3: 
Lancaster 0 Artvon Unoed 2: Tarrworth 0 
Stafford 3; Staines S Mrtesey ft Branree 0 
Car shafl on 5; Boston 1 Halesowen 4 (art: 
1-1 Btte 90min), Wttton 0 Bishop Aucrfand 
0 (aa). Oxford Crry 3 Bromley 2 (art; 2-2 
after 90mnJ 
SUN LIFE GOLD CUP: Quamr-«Ml: 
Postponed: CWtoov*e v Gfenavon 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
dMstorc Lutor 0 Arsenal 4: Portsmouth 0 
Crystal Palace 2; Queens Park Rangers 3 
Watford 1 Second dMsion: Postponed: 
flymouih v Ban. Torquay v Bournemouth. 
FA CARLSBERG VASE: Second round, 
second replay: Sawonogeworth Town 1 
Furness 2 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE’ RnJ 
dMsion: Maine Road 2 Mosstev 4 Ghal- 
ange Cup: Second rowid: Roptay Trafford 
3 si Helens 2 FioodK Trophy: Second 
round: Kfctajow 1 Newcastle Town 5 
•CIS LEAGUE First dMsion: BatWurastod 
1 Wrtnbley ft Mariour 4 Thame 6 Second 
dnrisiort Vwham 0 Hampton 1. Third 
cteiskjn: Kingsbury 2 Hariew 1 Carlton 
cup: Second round: Ayfesbuy 0 Prtltart 1; 
Barton 0 Hevnridpe Swts 1: Boreham 
Wood 3 Baiting 1; Sr Atoms 1 Rutsic 
Mrtte Z Tooting and Mitcham 4 
Wokingham 3 

PONTWS CENTRAL LEAGUE: Second 
division: Pon Vale 5 Lecesta 0. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST: League 
Cup: Second round: Uveraedge 2 Brtgg «: 
Lwith 0 Stoctebridge PS 5: Ncnti Fwi®y 5 
Aimthorpa Wrtlare 3: Ossett Town 2 
Boorawash Vic 2. Thaddey 3 Hatfield Main 
ft Wtnumon 1 A&hlield 3. Maitby MW 1 
Gnoto? 
FA YOUTH CUP; Second round: Sheffield 
2 Newcastle 1: West Ham 3 Aston VSa 0. 
WknbteOon 1 Brighton ft Bunley 1 Slote 0. 
EJaefcbum s Notingham Forest 1. 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: FA Premier 
League Under-IB Trophy: SiaKordshre 0 
Wacestererfre 3 Palmer Cup: Quarter¬ 
final; Hoiovvay 3 Akyn's, Dufwch 2. 
ITALIAN CUP: Quart*-ere* First log; 
Brtooia I AC Milan 1 

SONY WORLD RANK1NQS: 1, G Norman 
lAus) 22 4?pts; 2 N Price Om) 1&3& 3. B 
LengerjG*) 15 53:4. E Els (SA) 14S3,5. N 
Faldo (tng) 14.54:6. C Montgomerie (Scot) 
13.88; 7. C Raw (US) 12l5«.- B. F Couples 
(US) 1(L98. 9. S Efcmrton (Aus) 10.61: 10. 
M QzahJ (Japan) 10 56.11. T Lehman (US) 
9 79. 12 J M Otaztfbrt (Sp) 9.47. 13. L 
Jaraon (US) 8.18. M.VSngn(FW&18;1S- 
S Torrance (Soot) 8.10. 

_ICE HOCKEY_ 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): Drtren 3 
MortroaJ 2. Colorado 7 NY islanders 3; 
Pittsburgh 7 Ottawa 2. Winnipeg 4 Toronto 
3, Chicago 5 Edmonton 3. 

RUGBY UNION 

HBNEXEN CUP: CordUf 46 Lister 6. 
TOUR MATCHES: Newcastle 13 Transvaal 
38. London and South East 32 Western 
Samoans 40 
CLUB MATCHES: Cambridge University 
35 Seete-fiocS^rs XV 29. 
UNDER 21 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: 
North: Semi-fine): Cheshire 0 Yorvshlre 26. 
Midlands: Semi-final: North Midlands 17 
StaBCTtMura B 
SCHOOLS MATCH: Dungamon 8 
Caterabw Academy 32. 

SHOOTING 

DELHI Commonwealth championships: 
Air pistol: Merr 1, J Rana (India) 674.1Ipta; 
2. PLaaiherdate(Eng)670ft 31 Khan (Palv) 
665.3. Pairs: 1. India 1.14Q2: ft Engteid 
(Leatfwrdaie and R Nagle) 1.133. Women: 
1. A Fordor (Aus) 467 7. Z S Olhman 
(Malaysia) 467J; 3. C Page (EngHaTO. 
SmaSbora rfia Prone. 1. s waberson 
(toM) 685 8:2. T Patangappa (Trate) 695.5 
Pdrs: 1. iste of Man (Watferson and Creevy) 
1.17ft Z Sri Lenka 1.179 (count back): 3. 
Engtetd (T Lanpridge and N Davis) 1,177. 
300 metres (3*20): t. SuMidev Singh 
flndta) 524; 2, FaMh Stogh (India) 521:3. N 
Bartlett (Waios) 433.300 metres (3 * 40)-1. 
Fateh Singh 1.080.2, S Limbu (India) 1.037; 
3. R Clerfi (N do) 970. Pairs; 1. India 2.117. 
2. Northern betana (Clark and Mace] 1,258. 
3 x20 (snqBbore) Women: 1, J Hay (Eng) 
654.4:2. P Pamenoyake (Sn Lsntel 652 J; 
3. J Malcolm (Wales) 652.3 Other Offish 
scores: L Smalfaone (Engj 635 6; S Hartop 
(Wales) 834.8 Pairs: 1. Sn Lanka 1.119; Z 
Engtond (Hoy and Smetewne) 1.117(931:3. 
Ware ffitofcoW*and Hartop) 1,117 3x40 
smallbore rifle: Men 1, D Harm (SA) 
13362: Z T LangMgg (Eng; 1330.1. 
Pairs: ». England (Langndge end Par) 

_SQUASH_ 

DOHA: Qatar intBmaflooal champioi at iu: 
FTrot round: M Z Gut (Pair) bt Z Jahai Khan 
(PaW: R Bytes (Aua) bt F Usandcaga (Aiffi; 
P Gregory «3re) bt A HB (AusjTAEJwada 
JOYPO w P Steel (NZ) Second round: D 

15-0. 15-0. 15-10. D Jenson (Aus) bl J 
Bonetai (Frt 11-15. 15-6, 1M 15-13: B 

(Eng) 15-S. 15-2.15-6 

SNOOKER 

PRESTON: Royal Uver Assurance Unfled 
Ktogdom champlorehlp: TTird round: A 
SS? w j Watrana man 9-8; M 
WiHams (Wales) bt J Parrott (Eng) 9-6. 

TENNIS 

ATP Ch^- 

ssMaasspsasg 
POOLS DIVIDENDS 

^ 0065. Ten 
twmes: E331.40. Five eways: £731.60. 

SSsIsHsfi 
HATCHES PLAYED VE H B E (n: 

•imT 
JMON0 THIS WiiK-i MANY 

VJlNHUtS DUD SthiPkltl 
TSOM LONDON SCOOPS 

**OOi.S 

£366,520 
-£40475.95 
-—£444.70 
-07.15 
-£8.3 J 

-——£2.05 

■* DRAWS_ 
10 HOMES * 
S AWAYS ~~ 

(0 Pto-£2.05 1 
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China’s wall 
of Silence 

offers Le no 
protection 

From Craig Loro in rjo de Janeiro 

WIN or lose over the next four 
days in the world short-course 
championships here. China 
will remain a pariah in swim¬ 
ming after a year in which 15 
positive drug’s tests look the 
country’s tally to 19 and con¬ 
firmed the suspicions and 
fears of rival nations. 

If the Chinese women fall 
short of their phenomenal 
form of the past two years, 
they will he ridiculed and their 
humbling held up as confir¬ 
mation of sins past. 

If. however, they repeat the 
success of the inaugural short- 
course championships, two 
years ago. and that of die long- 
course equivalent last year. 
they will be peppered with 
questions about drugs and 
lambasted for remaining si¬ 
lent on the subject. The noise 
will come from the World 
Swimming Coaches Associ¬ 
ation. which wants China 
suspended from competition 
until it can prove that it has its 
drugs crisis under control. 

Pickering: medal hopes 

With so few* results from 
competition in China reported 
for inclusion on the world- 
rankings list, predictions of 
form are difficult to mate. 
This morning will reveal 
whether the world can expect 
a repeat of Palma de Majorca 
two years ago, when Chinese 
women won nine out of 16 
titles and set 11 world records. 
Le Jingyi and Liu Lunin will 
take to their.blocks in defence 
of the titles that they will find 
hardest to hold on to. the 100 
metres freestyle and 200 me¬ 
tres butterfly respectively. Le. 
20. faces Franziska van 
Aim sick, the last product of 
East Germany, who has be¬ 
come the wealthiest swimmer 
in the world during a four- 
year career in a united 
Germany in which she has 
won only one world title. 

Van Abnsick, 17. has a cold 
and cancelled a press confer¬ 
ence yesterday. Le, too, has 
been little seen . and never 
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Free Penguin 
60s Classics 

The Times, in 
association with 
Penguin Books and 
Dillons and 
Ottakar’s bookstores, 
offer readers up to 
'six free books from 
the Penguin 60s 
Classics series, 
launched this month 
as pair of Penguin's 
60th birthday 
celebrations. The 60s 
Classics, some of 
which are abridged, 
some essays, and some complete works, follow on from the 
first successful series of Penguin’s 60s paperbacks, also 
included in this offer, which flew straight to the top of the 
bestseDer lists. This gives you a choice of up to 120 titles to 
choose from subject to availability at participating Dillons 
and Ottakar’s stores. The launch of the new 60s Classics 
series, a full list appeared in The Times on Saturday, offers 
you some of world's greatest literature, and the original 
60s series offers such titles as Edith Wharton's Madame 
De Treymes. To get a free bode, present the voucher, 
below, at a participating Dillons or Ottakart bookstore. 
More vouchers wfll appear this week. For your local 
participating Dillons bookstore, one of Britain’s largest 
booksellers, calk 01217038114. 

For your nearest Ottakar’s bookstore, one of the newest 
and fastest-growing bookshop chains, call; 01722 780475. 

Readers can also buy two books for the price of one, 
including free postage and packing, choosing from a range 
of 10 best-selling hardbacks and 19 paperbacks. You can 
get up in three free hardtacks and three free paperbacks. 
Fbll details appeared in The Times on Saturday. 

THE TIMES FREE BOOK OFFER! 
Prusert this vouctw at a participating Dffions or Ottakar’s VC j 
bookstore to receive ONE free book from the Penguin ■“* j 
60s and 60s Classics series. Thfe offer is subject to ._ I i 
availability and is vaBd until December 31,1995. A j 

* This voucher cannot be used in conjunction wtfft ■ I j 
any other offer and has no cash vaiua ■ I j 

Pioneers of the oche pierce another male domaii 
Stuart Jones meets 

one of four women 

who are breaking 

down a long-standing 

• sporting barrier 

SIMON WALKEH 

Another male bastion is 
about to falL On the 
oche this afternoon 

will stand the first women to 
compete in the world profes¬ 
sional darts championship, 
albeit in the qualifying stages 
at the Earls Court inter¬ 
national hotel. 

Of the fonr pioneers, all of 
them English, the most prom¬ 
inent is the youngest, Mandy 
Solomons. She is ranked No 3 
in the country and this season 
became the fust domestic 
representative to embrace per¬ 
fection by scoring 501 in nine 
darts. 

The feat, achieved in the 
less than glamorous context of 
a Greater London super 
league match between Hack¬ 
ney and West Ham. sets her 
apart Yet Solomons. 32, 
stressed that her unprecedent¬ 
ed intrusion into the elite 
should be regarded merely as 
natural evolution. “It’s no big 
deal." she said. 

She accepts that outsiders 
might put a different interpre¬ 
tation on the quartet's appear¬ 
ance and does not expect a 
warm welcome from the male 
contenders this afternoon. 
“They’re not happy because 
they’re losing places in the 
qualifying competition,” Solo¬ 
mons said. “They would rath¬ 
er we had our own 
championship." 

For five years, the women 
have been making the same 
plea, but sponsors have been 
reluctant to gram the wish. 

heard, the Chinese preferring 
to protea her from the gaze of 
those hoping to see whether 
the astonishing musculature 
that helped her power to five 
world long-course tides and 
four world records last year 
has diminished. Her times 
this year arc two seconds 
adrift of her world-record pace 
over 100 metres. 

Liu. on the other hand, has 
swum consistently dose to her 
best and enters as favourite, 
despite (he presence of Susan 
O’Neill, of Australia, who set 
the third fastest 200 metres 
butterfly long-course time in 
history in August. Both adapt 
well to short course, in which 
the pool. 25 metres as opposed 
to SO. dictates more turns. 

Beyond Le and Uu are 
several new names whose 
potential cannot be understat¬ 
ed. The one to watch is Na 
Chao, 15, who rose from 65th 
to third in the world at 50 
metres freestyle last summer 
but is entered in the 100. 200 
and 400 metres freestyle here 
with world-class times that are 
not registered on the world¬ 
ranking list. Na’s entry time in 
the 200 metres ranks above 
that of Karen Pickering, of 
Ipswich, who won the title in 
Palma in a time that remains 
the second fastest in history. 
Pickering. 23. was happy not 
to be favourite for the title this 
time. Van Almsick, the world 
record-holder, holds . that 
honour. 

hi the long-distance free¬ 
style events. Sarah Hard- 
castle. 26. will carry Great 
Britain's best medal hopes. A 
better short-course swimmer 
than long. Hardcastle has 
undergone six weeks of hypno¬ 
therapy to help her achieve 
success in the 400 and 800 
metres freestyle. 

While some races reflea 
world standards, the decision 
of the United States and 
Russia not to send their stron¬ 
gest teams, and with Hungary 
and Finland declining invita¬ 
tions. weakness abounds. Of 
the 32 titles, only half will be 
defended. 

In the absence of Aleksandr 
Pbpov. the world record-hold¬ 
er. Brazil hopes to turn the 
Copacabana pool into an 
aquatic carnival. Gustavo 
Borges, fastest in the world 
over 100 metres freestyle this 
year, is favourite for the title. 

Neil Willey, of the Barnet 
Copthall dub in London, 
hopes for a medal-winning 
and British record-breaking 
performance in the 100 metres 
backstroke, but Nick Gilling¬ 
ham and Mark Foster will not 
defend their titles. 

Solomons, who has thrown a perfect 501 in competition, practises for her world championship debut today 

Indeed, apart from matches in 
the Islington mixed league. 
Solomons has played against 
only one man — Cliff 
Lazarenko in an exhibition in 
Winchester. 

She won. but is not optimis¬ 
tic that she will progress this 

week. “A win would be a 
bonus,” she said. "You never 
know whether you are going 
to play well or not," Ominous¬ 
ly, though, die same lack of 
conviction was evident during 
her historic 501. 

Only after seven successive 

treble 20s did she foresee (he 
realisation of “a dream since I 
started playing". Although 
there was a darts board hung 
up at home, her parents 
allowed her to take pari only 
asa marker. Her career began 
“upstairs at the supermarket 

where I worked" when she 
was 21. 

Seven years ago. she won 
the world masters, also at 
Earls Court, and chose to 
resign from her job as a 
machinist sewing leather “to 
make men's shoes". She 

signed a one-year cont^ 
with her sponsors and is n 
the only female professior. 
in England. 

Nevertheless, she does nt 
earn enough to travel to all o 
the tournaments and Deta 
Heilman. her doubles part¬ 
ner. has gained sufficient 
points to be ranked Noi. 
Together, they have won the 
Dutch, Swiss and Norwegian 
titles as wdl as the World Cup 
this year. 

Sandra Greatbach. a vege¬ 
table grader who will be 50 in 
February, and Sharon Col- 
dough, a shop assistant from 
Hayes, are the other members 
of the quartet None of them is 
expected to be among the last 
32. who trill contest the world 
title at Frimley Green in the 
first week of the new year. 
Nor. according to Solomons, 
are the four about lo revolu¬ 
tionise the enduring image of 
the sport. She does not indulge in 

physical training and 
readily admits that she 

has “put on about two stone” 
since I98S. If she was not 
throwing darts for a living, 
she would like to have her 
own pub. 

So reticent that she confess¬ 
es to being shy. she has no 
misgivings about being 
watched by a crowd far larger 
than is her usual experience. 
Til just cut them out block 
them off." she said. At her 
three matches during any 
week, she performs in front of 
“maybe a dozen people". 

As she warms up this morn¬ 
ing. she says that she will not 
give a thought to repeating the 
perfect game later in the day. 
However, should she qualify 
for Frimley Green and reach 
501 in nine darts again, it 
would earn her £52,000. 

Headley follows 
family tradition 

From Pat Gibson in rawalpindi 

Crackdown after Murray inquiry 

DEAN HEADLEY has his 
answer ready when he is 
asked if he thinks that he will 
ever be as good as George, his 
grandfather, the first of the 
great West Indian cricketers, 
or even Ron, his father, the 
former Worcestershire opener 
who would almost certainly 
have won more than two Test 
caps if he had not derided to 
settle in England. 

“1 am a far better bowler 
than they were already," 
Headley says in an accent that 
is unmistakably West Mid¬ 
lands. where he grew up with 
all the great expectations that 
are heaped on such famous 
names as his. 

There was never much 
chance that he would be as 
good a batsman as his grand¬ 
father, but he is right about 
the bowling. It appears that he 
could make history himself by 
becoming the third Headley to 
play Test cricket, albeit for a 
different country. 

Headley was added to the 
England A squad on tour in 
Pakistan only as an after¬ 
thought. the selectors calling 
him in to replace Peter Martin 
when he was promoted to the 
senior tour of South Africa, 
but he has bowled so well that 
his name will be one of the 
first on the team-sheet for the 
second international match 
against Pakistan A. which is 

fOOTBAU. 
ttck-oR 730 unless SVaed 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: 
RrcJ dJvteJorc Bristol City v Swindon (at 
Cfavadon Tmwi FC) 
PONTWS CENTRAL LEAGUE (70): Brat 
dMston: Nottingham Forest v Leeds 
Urawer. Otoriam Athlete w Shelter 
Wednesday; Stoke City v ESacKbum. 
Second revision: HUI v Aston Vita 
Coventry » Gnmefcy. 
BORD QAJS LEAGUE OF IRELAND: 
Premier dMstore Dundetk v Aihfene (7 45). 
LONDON FA CUft First round replay: 
Borehamwood v Layton Pennant. 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: FA Premier 
League Undar-16 Trophy: Gtoueester- 
shire v Awn (d Tuffley Rovers); Shropsttte 
v Herefordshire far Lucfew). Worcester¬ 
shire Undar-19 Cup: Flirt Leys HS v King 
Charles HS (at Rytand Centre. 201. Essex 
Bkrrtngham Trophy: Newham v Watnam 
Freest (at Macmean Stadium, 6 0) iStadium, 60) 

OTHER SPORTS 
BASKETBALL 7-Up Trophy- Quarter¬ 
final, second leg: Derby v Worthing !8 0) 
SNOOKER ftyal Liw Assurance tinted 
Kingdom champxaishft (Preston). 

due to start here today. The 
team has not been finalised 
because the first of Pakistan's 
winter rains arrived in such 
quantities on Tuesday that the 
water poured under the tar¬ 
paulin covers and flooded the 
pitch at the KRL (Khan Re¬ 
search Laboratories) Stadium, 
which is a neat enough tittle 
ground but hardly the setting 
for an international match. 

Nobody knows haw the 
pitch will play when the match 

Shane Warae. the Australia 
leg spinneT. was passed fit 
yesterday to play in the final 
Test of the three-match series 
against Pakistan that starts in 
Sydney today. He will wear a 
protective cap in his boot 
when batting to shield the toe 
that he cracked in the second 
Test in Hobart last week. 

eventally gets under way. 
which may not be on the first 
day, so England A are keeping 
all their seam bowling options 
open. They may even find a 
place for Tun Munion, who 
was expected to have to wait 
his turn after arriving as a 
replacement for the injured 
Mike Smith. Munton will be 
ideally suited by a seaming 
pitch, but it is certain that 
Headley will be given the 
chance to add to the 14 wickets 
that he has taken, at a cost of 
164 runs, in 87 impressive 
overs in his two first-class 
matches of the tour. 

It is a performance that has 
surprised even John Embur- 
ey. the team manager, who 
played with Headley for Mid¬ 
dlesex before Headley joined 
Kent two years ago. Emburey 
is considering putting him 
forward as a candidate for the 
England World Cup squad on 
the sub-continent early next 
year. 

Headley has certainly 
shown that he can bowl on the 
pitches here, his tight line, 
ability to swing the new ball 
away and increasing expertise 
at reverse swing with the old 
one frustrating batsmen into 
error. He probably has little 
chance of making it to the 
World Cup at this late stage, 
but he could serve England 
well on future trips to these 
parts. 

In that case, he might just be 
wrong when he says: “If I have 
a son, people will say, *Oh yes, 
George Headley was your 
great-grandad and Ron Head- 
ley was your grandad... now 
who’s your father again*?" 

By John Goodbody 
and Srjkl'mar Sen 

GREAT Britain's boxing 
officials yesterday banned 
mixed promotions, in which 
non-dinner guests are allowed 
into dinner shows, after the 
riot in a Glasgow hotel at the 
end of the title bout in which 
James Murray died last 
month. 

The British Boxing Board of 
Control also ordered closer 
liaison by promoters with 
security firms and police. 

The board, which set up a 
tribunal to investigate the 
violence, said that one of the 
problems at the Hospitality 

Inn in Glasgow was that, 
because the promotion was 
primarily a dinner show, sec¬ 
urity was inadequate to cope 
with the large number of 
spectators. Some began 
throwing bottles and chairs as 
the British bantamweight title 
bout ended with Murray fatal¬ 
ly injured. 

The board’s stewards con¬ 
cluded that a section of the 
crowd, who had purchased 
tickets for the boxing only, had 
caused the disturbances, add¬ 
ing that tiie problem appeared 
to have been exacerbated by 
alcohol. The tribunal, chaired 
by Sir David Hopkin. said, 
after its four-hour hearing. 

that no fault lay with hotel or 
the promoters. Frank Warren 
and Katherine Morrison. 

Murray, who collapsed in 
the ring, later died in hospital 
after losing the oontest to 
Drew Docherty. 

Riddick Bowe, the World 
Boxing Organisation heavy¬ 
weight champion, has been 
offered $9 million (nearly £6 
million) to meet Lennox Lewis, 
of Britain. If Bowe accepts, the 
bout will take place in March 
or April in Kenya. South 
Africa or Las Vegas. 

Panos Eliades. Lewis's 
backer, who made the offer, 
said that he has spoken to 
Rock Newman. Bowe's man¬ 

ager. The fight will be good 
for the sport and we are 
geared up for it" he said. 
"Kenya, South Africa and 
even Las Vegas ail want the 
fight. It is the biggest fight out 
there." 

Eliades added, however, 
that, after Lewis's display of 
power in stopping Tommy 
Morrison. Newman might 
hold out for more money, or 
turn down the contest 

Eliades is also hying to stop 
Frank Bruno meeting Mike 
Tyson before Lewis, and is 
contesting in a federal court in 
New Jersey the World Boxing 
Council's decision to gjve 
Tyson preference over Lewis. 

The treatment with 7 years’ prescription experience ■ 

The first pharmacy medicine 
to check 

advancing baldness. 
There are many products for hair loss. But 

just one - Regaine* - contains Minoxidil, 

the only treatment clinically proven to 

check hair loss. Which is why doctors 

3/EiSS2M.m 
CRICKETLINE 
SOUTH AFRICA 

v ENGLAND 

IMMSM 
OS 9 1 -567-567 

0891-56 7-555 

have been prescribing this treatment for 

seven years. Regaine therefore, unlike the 

rest, is not a cosmetic product. It is a 

medically approved treatment to check 

advancing baldness - from one of the 

TESTS SHOW IT CAN HELP 
HAIR REGROWTH TOO 

• Regaine checks hair loss in 4 out of 5 people. 

• 2 out of 5 actually experienced regrowth. 

• Results continued as long as treatment did. 

world's leading drug companies. 

And now, for the very first time, 

Regaine is available to you B|| 

from your local pharmacist 

without the need for a prescription. 

In independent clinical studies, Regaine, 

applied twice daily, checks hair loss in 

80% of people - with some even 

regrowing hair, after just 4 months' use. I And results continued as long as 

treatment did. 

Ask your pharmacist what Regaine 

could mean for you. 

REF: R3I83UK 

The only hair loss treatment ever proven to work. 
, Now available from your pharmacist 

For tether information write to: Customer Services Dept., Pharmacia & Upjohn Inc., Fie. .ling Way, Crawley, Sussex RH10 2LZ 
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Wanderers pitch prompts England to consider picking four fast bowlers 

Illingworth hints at full seam aheac 
From Alan Lee. cricket correspondent 
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new repent 
RAYMOND Illingworth has 
been playing a lot of bridge on 
this tour and his card-player's 
cunning was given full rein 
yesterday. As officials of both 
sides stared with suspicion at 
the pitch for the second Test 
match with South Africa, that 
starts here this morning, the 
England manager was inscru¬ 
table about his intended strat¬ 
egy. He might do one thing, he 
might do another, and. if he 
had privately made up his 
mind, he was not letting on. 

Officially. England will 
choose from die same 13 
named before the rain-ruined 
first Test a fortnight ago, but, 
whereas manager and captain 
were in no doubt about the 
necessary balance for that 
match, there were hints of 
ambivalence yesterday and 

eyjs burden 
Wame 

the suggestion of an all-seam 
attack was not thrown in 
entirety to confuse an opposi¬ 
tion simultaneously retreating 
from just such a policy. 

Illingworth likes nothing 
better than the pre-match 
mental jousting, the analysis 
of a pitch and the manoeu¬ 
vring for psychological advan¬ 
tage. He is unarguably one-up 
after Centurion Park, where 
he interpreted the conditions 
and chose the required attack 
far better than the home side, 
but the abortive nature of that 
match means that the series 
effectively begins again today. 

Of all the Test grounds in 
South Africa, the impressive 
Wanderers stadium, in the 
leafy Johannesburg suburb of 
illovo, is alone in encouraging 
the thought that England 
might fare best without spin. 
This was plainly preying on 

Olingwordrs mind yesterday, 
and although both he and 
Michael Atherton, the captain, 
stressed tha t they would be 
reluctant to take such a course, 
the odds against it have 
shrunk since the week began. 

This is largely because of 
Lhe appearance of the pitch. 
Chris Scott, the groundsman 
at the Wanderers for the past 
26 years, has had to relocate 
from his intended strip, 
because of match schedules 
and die recent rains, and the 
surface yesterday remained 
well grassed and soft enough 
for studs to sink readily. 
Hansie Cronje and Bob 
Woolmer, the South Africa 
captain and coach, studied it 
at length, wearing pensive 
frowns not unconnected, one 
would guess, with their self- 
confessed misreading of the 
Centurion Park pitch. 

South Africa, having played 
five seam bowlers there, are 
now likely to include Clive 
Eksteen. their slow left-armer. 
instead of the injured Brett 
Schultz and may replace Craig 
Matthews with Meyrick 
Pringle, who bowls out- 
swingers. England could be 
unchanged; alternatively, 
Richard Illingworth's spin 
could give way to Mark Hott’s 
swing or even, more specula¬ 
tively, Devon Malcolm's 
speed. 

Malcolm had been dis¬ 
counted after his latest unin¬ 
spiring efforts at Bloemfontein 
and it seemed that the specula¬ 
tion over his role in the series 
was about to end — he did not 
have one, 

A reprieve may come 
through the possibility of this 
pitch quickening in pace and 
deteriorating in bounce; 
though, even in such propi¬ 
tious conditions, selecting 
Malcolm involves gambling 
upon him locating the cut part 

No 640 in association with 
BRITISH MIDLAND 

ACROSS 
I Babbling: hesitating (8) 
7 (Whistle) sounded; (fuse) 

burned our (5) 
8 Tiny trace, spark (9) 
9 Old French, new European 

currency (3) 
10 Related, similar (4) ‘ 
11 Secure personal cupboard 

(6) 
13 Convincing (argument) (6) 
14 Ship-mooring weight (6) 
17 Light, late meal (6) 
IS- Complacent (4) 
20 Bend from waist; weapon 

(3) 
22 Candidate must satisfy 

them (9) 
23 A goose; an oilfield (5) 
24 Strong black coffee (8) 

DOWN 
1 OT prophet, book (5) 
2 Branched pattern on eg leaf 

(7) 
3 Price, speed; evaluate (4) 
4 Lancs town: an Admiral (6) 
5 Tall structure; to be very tall 

15) 
6 Narrow-minded (7) 
7 Calling gruffly: mad (7) 

12 Fragment (7) 
13 Child prone to tears (3-4) 
15 Small villages (7) 
16 Propels push-bike (6) 
17 To brush dean: wide ex¬ 

panse (5) 
19 Enthusiasm (5) 
21 A promenade; buttress (4) 

PRIZES: ^ 
THE WINNER will receive a return ticket S553IS1 
travel ling economy class to anywhere on 
British Midland's domestic or international — 
network. r=r 
THE RUNNER-UP will receive a return =zsSSrj&£ =P rf 
ticket to anywhere on British Midland's „ ... , „ , 
domestic network. British Midland offers BnUSli rnsmamt 
an extensive range of departure and destination points 
throughout The UK as w&j as Europe. As the UKs second lamest 
scheduled service airline and Heath rows second biggest user, it 
operates a fleet of 35 aircraft on over 1200 Bights per wok 
throughout the UK and Europe. 
All flights are subject to availability. 

Post your entry to Times Two Crossword. PO Box 6886. 
London E2 SSP to arrive by next Monday. The winners' names 
and solution will appear on Wednesday. 

NamefAddress........ 

SOLUTION TO No 639 
ACROSS: I Jape 3Tribunal S Dull 9 Studious II Page-turner 
14Remove iSCibbon 17knockabout 2pEspousal 21 Nero 22Pince-flffl 
23 Mews 
DOWN: I Jodhpurs 2 Polygamy 4 Retire 5 Budgerigar 6 Noon 7 Lus^f 
io At a venture 12 Obsolete 13 Unctuous 16 Octave 18 Peep 19 Spin I 

Atherton was in confident mood on the eve of the second Test at the Wanderers ground yesterday. Photograph: Graham Morris 

of the square more often than 
of late. 

Illingworth warned that the 
pitch would need to have dried 
out considerably by this morn¬ 
ing for the Malcolm option to 
be further explored, and the 
violent thunderstorms that re¬ 
turned to Johannesburg late 
yesterday, bringing darkness 
soon after the cricketing tea- 
time, make that unlikely. Ilott, 
who1 would swing the ball in 
die breathy, confined atmo¬ 
sphere of die ground known 
as "The Bullring”, is a more 
reliable choice. 

England’s intended net 
practice at Centurion Park 
was abandoned because of 
another storm yesterday 
morning and the interference 
of the weather here is a serious 
threat to a tour that badly 
needs a change of gear. “You 
keep building them up, then 

have to mess around doing 
nothing.” Illingworth said. 
Atherton agreed, adding: "We 
just want to get on with the 
proper stuff. Our bowlers are 
fresh, which is something, 
and. psychologically, we at 
least know our batsmen can 

get runs against their attack." 
The batting, or rather two 

elements of it however, con¬ 
tinues to concern Illingworth. 
He is fretting about Mark 
Ramprakash. who has the 
worst Test record of any 
batsman on either side, and 

SOUTH AFRICA (from): W J Hick, R A Smith, R C Russefl, D G 
Cronje (captain), A C Hudson. 0 Cork. D Gough, R K Illingworth. A 
Kirsten, DJCulfinan.J N Rhodes, R C Fraser, D E Malcolm; M C 
B M McMillan, D J Richardson. S Mott 
M Pollock C E Eksleen. A A umpires; K E LJebenbeng (South 
Donald, M W Pnngle. C R Africa) and D B Hair (Australia). 
Matthews. TV replays: R A Noble (South 
ENGLAND (from); M A Atherton Africa). 
(captain), A J Stewart, M R Match referee: C H Lloyd (West 
Ramprakash, G P Thorpe, G A Indies). 

JOHANNESBURG TESTS (three grounds) ■ Played 23; England won 7. South 
Africa a, drawn 8. Records (England first): Highest totals: 608 (1948-49), 420 
U922-23) Lowest totals: 145 (1898-99). 72 (1956-57). Wghest individual 
innings: 195 C WasWxooK [1948-19), 178 H WTaylor (1922-23). Bast bowfing: 
9-28 G A Lohmarm (1895-96). 9-113 H J TayfieW (1956-57). 

Newlove eager to justify 
world record transfer fee 

UNLIKE football, it has taken 
nearly four years for the 
inflationary spiral to catch up 
with a generally dormant 
transfer market in rugby 
league, which is why a world 
record £500,000 deal taking 
Paul Newlove from Bradford 
Bulls to St Helens yesterday is 
not being scot as the trigger 
for a mass sale of players. 

The previous record was a 
straightforward cash deposit 
of £440,000 paid to Widnes by 
Wigan for Martin Offiah in 
January 1992. Beating it in¬ 
volved a cobbled four-man 

N 

By Christopher Irvine 

deal, with Newlove passing 
Sonny Nickle, Paul Lough tin 
and Bernard Dwyer in the 
opposite direction. The experi¬ 
enced trio formed the other 
half of a £250,000 down¬ 
payment to Bradford by St 
Helens for the Great Britain 
centre. 

On signing a four-year con¬ 
tract at Knows (ey Road, after 
an unsettling and. at times, 
bitter few weeks, during 
which he rejected an initial 
offer to join Wigan — “I didn’t 
think I was their sort of 
player” — Newlove said that 

SttgEtewloye finds a warm welcome at Knowsley Road, 
- his debut for St Helens on Sunday 

his first goal was to start 
paying back the fee in the 
Stones Championship home 
match, against Workington, 
on Sunday. 

St Helens, significantly, did 
not use any of their Super 
League money to finance the 
Newlove transfer. Some of the 
early spending of the £87 
million investment over five 
years in the British game has 
been to consolidate rather 
than speculate, in the form of 
more lucrative contracts by 
dubs to key players. 

Bradford hope to sign 
another forward soon — a 
scrum half is an obvious 
priority — and the trickle of 
money into a dried-up transfer 
market win be as welcome as 
the rain now wetting local 
reservoirs. However, like foot¬ 
ball. more dubs are turning to 
cheaper overseas markets — 
South Pacific countries, 
espedally. 

Apart from Wigan'S price¬ 
less collection, Newlove was 
the one player in the home 
market worth £500.000. His 
career try tally is 209 in 258 
appearances. David Howes, 
the St Helens chief executive, 
said that Newlove’s purchase 
showed that the duo meant 
business in the Super League 
from next March, anda centre 
partnership with Scott Gibbs 
is an exciting prospect 

While bidding farewell to 
three of the club’s most loyal 
servants — Loughlin, Nickle 
and Dwyer are likely to make 
their Bradford debuts tomor¬ 
row in the visit by Oldham — 
Eric Hughes welcomed argu¬ 
ably the world's best centre. 
^WeTe a top-four side, but this 
is about building towards 
future glory.” the St Helens 
coach said. 

about Robin Smith, wbo has 
the best Oddly, the greater 
anxiety seems to involve 
Smith, whose painful, rimless 
40 minutes in Bloemfontein at 
the weekend did nothing to 
dispd his manager's doubts. 
“It wasn’t the most exciting 
nought, was irr Illingworth 
said, chuckling in spite of 
himself. 

“I.am very worried, to be 
honest, not only by his lack of 
a big score but by the way he is 
playing; but we are backing 
the fact that be has done it all 
before. backing his 
temperament.” 

In the case of Ramprakash, 
England are trying to ignore 
his temperament which is 
demonstrably flawed, in the 
hope tiiat his rich talent will 
eventually overcome it “He 
gets a tittle bit uptight” 
Illingworth said, “but we cant 

Sanderson 
rises to 

challenge 
By David Powell 

ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT 

AFTER four weeks as Cinder¬ 
ella's fairy godmother this 
Christmas, Tessa Sanderson 
will exchange her magic 
wand for an Olympic torch. 
Sanderson has come out of 
retirement in an attempt to 
become the first British 
woman to compete in six 
Olympic Games. 

If successful she would 
equal die record number of 
Olympic appearances by any 
track and field athlete world¬ 
wide Only two British men, 
Bill Hoskyns (fencing) and 
Paul Radmflovic (swimming 
and water polo), have compet¬ 
ed in six Olympics while the 
world record is eight by three 
equestrian competitors. 

The odds .must be on 
Sanderson succeeding. Al¬ 
though she wili be 40 come 
Atlanta- next July, British 
women's javelin throwing is 
in a parlous state and. in all 
probability, she would need 
only to achieve the Olympic 
qualifying distance of 60 me¬ 
tres. That should not be 
beyond a woman who, three 
years ago. won a World Cup 
gold medaL finished fourth in 
the Olympics and exceeded 63 
metres eight tunes, 

Sanderson, the 1084 Olym¬ 
pic champion, has been in¬ 
spired to retuns by a project to 
raise £i million tor the Child¬ 
ren in Hospital charity. She 
was approached by Sir Antho¬ 
ny Tippet the charity's chair¬ 
man, to head a fund-raising 
Initiative, and Sanderson 
agreed that the best way to 
publicise the appeal would be 
to tty for another Olympics. “I 
could not resist the challenge 
because I know how much 
difference it will make," 
Sanderson said. 

do any more for him. He has 
the chance and he musVmake 
it work himself.” 

Thirty-one winters ago, 
when England last toured this 
country, they had no such 
problems at No 3. Ted Dexter 
breezed in. a cricketer once 
more after a brief and unsuc¬ 
cessful diversion into polities, 
and made 172 at die Wander¬ 
ers, his last Test century. 
England would give much for 
Ramprakash's first today. 

Both Tests on the ground 
last winter were convincingly 
won by the side batting first, 
with the pitch deteriorating 
over the last two days. Ather¬ 
ton confirmed chat he would 
seek to bat first, but the local 
bookmakers are sceptical 
They make England 3-1 out¬ 
siders and rate the draw as 
favourite. They must have 
seen the weather forecast. i 

By Peter Bair. - ■ 

BLACKBURN Rovei s’ hopes 
that they could put th e unhap- ;- 
py events of last Wt dnesday 
behind them were dashed : 
yesterday. . 

In a surprising Hpfte-face, . 
Uefa, the govemmfl:body of! 
football in Enron je.- , boot ' 
demned the 

Saux and David 
their raid-match 'xbrawi. in = 
Moscow and suspended the ‘ 
pair for two European games. \ 
Fbrty-eight hours: - 
hari said it was t&kmg jfo. 
action. r!- 

The Uefa statem|eqt said . 
that the case had befflj "opened 
[sic] on the basis of nej* facts”! 
Uefa had originally fti lUowed j 
the referee’s report, whlichhacf ^ 
not deemed the inddeA-tt wor- - 
thy of action. I l. . . 

The change fallowed la sub¬ 
mission contained in they Uefa 
observer* fair play tfeptirt. 
The change of heart wiflasne . 
as some relief to the Football 
Association, which had ifnitial- 
ly asked Uefa to deal with foe 
matter, and had been embar¬ 
rassed by its initial (refusal. 
The FA had then set fas own 
disciplmary processes/in mo¬ 
tion, but these have nijw been 
halted. f' 7 • 

The practical impatf-t of the. 
Uefa ban is small tpT Black¬ 
burn, at least in thei^nmediate 
future. It means Jthat the 
players will miss tiiti last and. 
tor Blackburn, meaningless 
game in the Champions’ 
League next Wednesday, 
against Rosenborg] of Nor¬ 
way, and the club's fiext game 
in a European cofometition. 

dnesaay, 
of Nor- 

ext game 
mention. 

whenever that might! be. : 
It is. however, a mdrai blow, 

as tiie statement by l{ob Coar,' Z!1 
the chxb chairman made 4 
dear. “The news oo&jes as a -s 
bit of a shock to tile dub." j 
Coar said. I l 

“All tiie statements (we had 9 
seen attributed to Ue% in the gX- ■ 
media said they wene noy? 
going to take any 
action, and that tiie .. 
internal action would staixfcrt- jt 'm 

“Obviousty. we are disafj +r M 
pointed to find that these bans w 
have been imposed, but it is V § 
something we shall have to. . f 
accept" / 

The club bad fined both :i>!7 
players for the brawl, that 
erupted when they collided ’ j 
four minutes into the team's i 
match with Spartak. , 
,-— i 
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TELEVISION 4 
— —J .- __ 

Morse returns, in feisty and flirtatious form 
[f I were the controller of the 

ITV Network Centre. I would 
have just three items on my 

hings to do" list this morning 
be: offer John Thaw, Kewn 
fcaiely and Colin Dexter really 
Ear amounts of money » keep 
<King Inspector Morse (ITV) — 
la year would be fine, two 

f>vo: vow never again to sched- 
I two crime thrinere, which 
itually both boil down to child 
jh within 48 hours of each 
1- On Monday night Cracker 
-3d a murderer who killed 
§e she had not been abused 
father. Rather more conven- 

. (not to mention credibly), 
■ouement of last night's 
|r Morse involved someone 
»d. Slip up in a similar 
(again, Mr Controller, and 
I might think you weren’t 
pie scripts. ■ 
| brings us to item three: 
lo earnestly pray, that 

nobody should think the schedul¬ 
ing of the two dramas was deliber¬ 
ate, designed to reap maximum 
impact mom recent events in the 
ghastly real world. That would be 
unforgivable: But let us be charita¬ 
ble. put it down, as Morse might, 
to unfortunate synchronism. 

Inspector Morse was back — 
bigger and better ihan before arid 
with its central character (Thaw) 
curiously more passionate. Not 
only did he shout at Sergeant 
Lewis (Whatriy) even more than 
usual but he was making amorous 
advances with the enthusiasm of 
an undergraduate, having appar¬ 
ently forgotten that it is writ in 
Cotswold stone that he is for ever 
unlucky in love. So it-eventually 
proved but only after enough 
evidence to convince us that the old 
chap was on hormone replacement 
therapy. Under that crumpled 
extenor nestled a heart of warm 
flint — and a testosterone patch. 

But RusseD Lewises adaptation 

of Dexter’s novel needed no such 
stimulus. At feature film length, 
the pace was gentle, no doubt to 
tile delight of those playing spot 
the college (Exeter doubting as 
Lonsdale), spot the author (I failed 
— Dexter, as is his Hitchcockian 
wont, was somewhere in the 
audience for the opening garden 
concert apparently) and spot who¬ 
dunnit or rather, as it was by 
the blood-spattered end, spot 
whodonntiiehL 

But if the pace was gentle, the 
plot was positively labyrin¬ 
thine. The mystery of Karen 

Anderson was eventually solved 
but only after Morse had guessed 
wrong three times and been taken 
off the case twice. As the final 
credits noUed with the part of 
“loose ends” unacknowledged, I 
briefly considered a charge of 
wasting viewers’time. But it would 
never stand up in court, it had all 
been far too enjoyable for that. 

Matthew 
Bond 

Thaw, Whatdy and James 
Grout, as Chief Superintendent 
Strange, were on top form. Whate- 
ly, aided and abetted by the script, 
brought new and welcome edge to 
Morse’s much put upon sidekick 
— Bob as he was to the splendidly 
loathsome Johnson (Malcolm 
Starry), Robbie as he is to Mrs 
Lewis and “Lewis!” as he will 
always be to Morse. Their long 
overdue clash of wills was spec¬ 

tacularly well played by both mean. 
Convincingly cast throughout 

(although from the start there was 
something suspiciously good-look¬ 
ing about the Michaels), Chris 
Fairbanks was first-class as the 
deeply sinister, and short-lived, 
George Daley. Vivienne Ritchie 
and Clare Holman were (harming 
and crushing respectively as 
Morse's flirtatious but ill-fated 
dinner dare and the feisty and 

But what onETiuhire? Morse 
was characteristically pessimistic 
over dinner, comparing himself to 
a dinosaur, the last of the serious 
detectives. “When I have outlived 
my usefulness. I" shall be phased 
out" As far as ITV is concerned, 
that day has not yet dawned. 

When it comes to travel, espe¬ 
cially the long-haul variety — well, 
basically, I don't I’m aD for the 
television bringing places tome, as 
it did last night in Cities of the 
Future: Shanghai a GoGo 

(BBC2), which turned out to be in 
two parts — the first fascinating, 
the second a little less so. 

The first was a spectacular 
catching-up exercise in what 
is going on in that distant 

part of the world. Freed from the' 
economic corsets of Peking, 
Shanghai is once again booming 
and is in tiie grip of the type of 
development activity that makes 
London's Docklands look like a 
weekend DIY project Not much of 
the architecture of downtown 
PuDang would have met with the 
approval of the Prince of Wales but 
the scale of ambition was made 
enthusiastically dear by many of 
those participating and sharing in 
the new prosperity. 

But inevitably, and in fairness 
probably unavoidably, we then 
slipped info what is being lost in 
the course of aD this Western-style 
progress. In a city where the 
anthem of the moment is appar¬ 

ently Go West by the Pet Shop 
Boys, there were no prizes for 
guessing the casualties—low-rise, 
traditional housing (or shuns as 
they are known until the day they 
are knocked down) and Chinese 
culture. Some thought the way 
forward lay with something.called 
neo-Confucianism. others dis¬ 
agreed. I retired in neo-confusion. 

As I do regularly from The R$al 
Holiday Show (Channel 4). which 
continues to be one of the most 
unsettling programmes on tele¬ 
vision. Fbr underneath the breezy. 
Gaby Roslin-enhanced exterior of 
home-made holiday videos there 
surely lurks a more sinister intent 
Some would call juxtaposing the 
first camping holiday abroad en¬ 
joyed (or nob by a lorry driver and 
his family with the summertime 
adventurings of a bunch of 
Roedean schoolgirls let loose in 
Marbella balanced. Others might 
call it cruel. But neo-conftised or 
not it’s all strangely walchable. 

Ira* 

Bfleakfast (86878) 
News (94115295) 9.10 Kflroy (s) 
News (Ceefax). regional news and 
14) 10.05 Can't Cook, Wont 
Kevin Woodford (s) (2938522) 

with Anne and Nick (s) (14498) 
, regional news and WBafoef 
5pm Pebble MIL With Michael 

izo3214) 1SL50 Regional News and 
70566) 
Ic News (Ceefax) and weather (53194) 
(Ceefax) (s) (32363653) 

Quarter-Final action from the UK 
p from Preston (s) (52928943) 
1280011) 3JS5 Monster Cate (12/15) 

t 4.10 The Animate of Farthing 
Iwd (Ceefax) (s) (6727D11) 4.35 Smart (Ceefax) 
1(1356653) 
l-wsround (Ceefax) (8385059) 
Vwr Grave (Ceefax) (5964160) 

$]hbours (r) (Ceefax) (s) (180382) 

■■six O’clock News (Ceefax) and weather (951) 

'jonai news magazines (363) WALES: 6.55 A 
i Political Response to the Budget by Plaid 

(925818) 
.of the Pops (Ceefax) (s) (7856) 

Anders. (Ceefax) (6) (547) Sittal. Rolf Hams explores the work of 
tsprtaL (Ceefax) (s) (3276) 
Empire: Shall We Dance? The leisure 

to a#cw the staff to attend a Gate 
ax) (s) (5011) WALES: BJO Wonder 
l) . 
k News (Ceefax), regional news and , 
3) 
lesponse by the Liberal Democrat 
kesrnan, Malcolm Bruce (714585) 

•i‘ ) 

Brotherly love is put to the test (9.40pm) 

9-40 Roughnecks. Village's inexperience with the crane 
results in a massive container being dropped on the 
deck (Ceefax) ($) (963837) ' 

10.30 Redcaps. One of Our Tables is Missing Series 
about the section of the British Army that polices Us- 
men — the Royal Mffltary Pofice. (Ceefax) (s) 
(22301) WALES: 10J0 The Slate (22301). 

11.00 Question Time. Chairman David Dimbteby is 
joined by Wrffiam Waldegrave, MP, Harriet Hannan 
MP, Lord Jenkins and merchant banker Shrtti 
Vadera (37383) 

12.00 Snooker. David Vine with highlights of day six, the 
quarter-final stage,- of the UK Championships (s) 

. (81791) WALESr 12.00 Redcaps (58826) 1240 
Snooker (64159) 1-30-2JJ5 Film: The- Winds of 
Jarrah (2712333) 

1.00am FILM: The Winds of Jarrah (1983) with Terry 
Donovan and Susan Lyons. Australian romantic 
drama, about a young Englishwoman who arrives fa 
New South Wales in 1946 to beoome the governess 

- fo-fhrae children who are being brought up by (heir 
unde. Directed by Mark Egerton (7238826) 

2J0am Weather (8321159) 

VARIATIONS 

CLOOam Technology Season 
. 7.00 Breakfast News. Signed (4449547) 7.15 Lassie (i) 

(4724230) 7AO Swat Kate (i) (1674030) 8J5 Blue 
- Peter (r). (Ceefax) (s) (3815566) 8J5The Record. 

Yesterday in Parirament (4681450) 

9.00 Daytime on Two. Educational programmes. Plus, 
. for children, 10.00-10.25 Pteydays (3388063) 

2.00The Famfly Ness (r).(76553011) 2.05 Bump (i) 
(76552382) 2.10 A Ceniry of Warfare.' The Iron 
Curtain Cold War. 1946-1989 (S) (8475189) 

3.00 News (Ceefax) arid weather followed by 
Westminster. (Ceefax) (7332496) 3.55 News 
(Ceefax) and wealfter (6287924) 

4.00 Today's the Day. History quiz (s) (276) 
430 Snooker. Quarter-Anal action (a) (17653) 
8.00pm Star Trek: Deep Space Nine. Science-fiction 

adventures. (Ceefax) (s) (151568) 

GL45 Rocky Star (bJWj. Sd-fi spoof (927276) 
650 Close Up. Scenes from A Place in the Sun and Via 

Third Man (65481B) 

7.00 Waiting for God (r). (Ceefax) (s) (5498} 

730 First Sight Legal campaigner Louise Christian 
reports on foe lack of due cate shown in inquests. 
WALES: 7.30 Homeland; EAST: 730 Matter of 
Fact; MIDLANDS: 730 Midlands Report; NORTH, 
NORTH-EAST, NORTHWEST: 7.30 Close Up 
North; SOUTH: 730 Southern Eye: SOUTH-WEST 
and WEST: 7.30 Close Up (169) 

BJO Public Eye. (Ceefax) (s) (1818) 
830 Top Gear. Indudes Jeremy Clarkson test driving 

the Vofvo B50R. (Ceefax) (s) (3853) 
9.00 The Gfoostbustere of East Finchley. Episode 

three of foe six-part comedy drama. (Ceefax) (s) 
(6721) 

940 The Young Ones (i). (Ceefax) (56856) 
10.00 inn Doctors in the Dock: Conduct 

Unbecoming. (Ceefax) (s) (11295) 
10.30 A Budget Response by Liberal Democrat Malcolm 

Bruce (s) (927585) 

10.40 NewsnlghL (Ceefax) (255740) 

Profifte composer Ennlo Morricone (11.25pm). 

Ermfo Morricone — Maestro of the 
■■■ Movies (s) (126924) 

12.05am Mkfniglit Hour, (s) (3368994) 
12J5 The Leanring Zone: Open University — Design 

for an Alien World (9396265) 1.00 Mapping foe 
Milky Way (11420) 130 Jets and Black Holes 
(47333) 2.00 FETV Short Cuts: Effective 
Communications (93178) 4.00 BBC Focus: The 
Science Archive and Royal Institution Discourse 

- (29371) 530 RCN Nursing Update {57197) 

V1dsoPk»4 and ftm Video PhsCodas 
tlM ranters nod to eoch TV pwBwnim Mtag m Vkho PfceCnda“ 
nuntwi».i^chBtoi»voutop«tibfiifnmavciu'Mdoowe<xoar»wtariltTrth 
aVMerata+^toxtaVBtota^croDButatafflaBwdflostapii 

■ ,rihe Mttoo PlwCMB tor to ixuutmitm you mtah to mart. For mem 
SdfetoB col VUmPtun on 0B3S 12004 [0h cast SepMa stop m. 

U (4m (x tirtB to Axnn b 5 bay Hduk. 
Wert. London SUni3TK wdncp»i»+ (-). Phacoda n ta 

; Ewbq ftogrummur are trartarnris of Ggnoiar Dmetopcnsti lid 
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Secret Lives: Marie Slopes 
Channel 4,9J00pm 

A reappraisal of the pioneer of birth control bristles 
with paradox. She wrote her famous manual, Married 
Love, while still a virgin. She made married Hfe 
happier for many other women but her own marriages 
were disastrous. Although promoting the institution of 
marriage, she took a series of lovers with her second 
Kt■ ■■■ nimiM LTm — - - — 4*—— 1 ** -* —-— * 

helped women to avoid unwanted pregnancies. But 
Slopes had a darker motive. Convinced that the 
human species was degenerating, she advocated 
controlled breeding to eliminate the weaker strains in 
society. In this she echoed Hitler, to whom, a week 
before the Second World War broke our, she sent a 
book of her poems. He did not reply. 

Can Alton Johnson beat Mr Perfect? (TTV, 7.30pm) 

Peak Performance: Blink—and It’s Gone 
nv. 730pm 
Allen Johnson was little known outside his native 
United States when at Gothenburg this year he won 
the 110 metre hurdles at the athletics World 
Championships. Later he beat Colin Jackson of 
Britain, an absentee from Gothenburg, though he just 
failed to lower Jackson* world record time. In the first 
of a series about sportsmen pushing towards ever 
higher levels of achievement, we follow Johnson's 
attempts to get fitter and go faster. He uses science to 
do it. which makes the film somewhat technical, 
though slow motion photography helps to explain 
such concepts as “rotary running” and "explosive 
power". Finally, Johnson matches himself against Mr 
Perfect, a computer simulation of the ideal hurdler. 

Doctors in tire Dock: Conduct Unbecoming 
BBC2.10.00pm (Scotland, 930pm} 
The colourful career of Dr Dick Richards came 
abruptly to a halt in 1983 when he was accused in 
California of plotting to murder his Harky Street 
partner. He spoil two years in prison and on 
returning to Britain was struck off the medical 
register. The story is extraordinary even by the 
standards of this series. Richards worked as a sex 
therapist with a bogus doctor called Peter Stephan and 
is alleged to have paid one of Stephan's business 
partners to ball him. From Cyprus, Richards offers his 
version of events. He admits he behaved like an idiot 
But he reckons he was a good doctor and he questions 
whether he should have been struck off for something 
which had nothing to do with his medical ability. 

Ennio Morricone — Maestro of the Movies 
BBC2,1125pm 

"Film music you cannot bear", says Ennio Morricone, 
the Italian composer of hundreds of cinema scores, "is 
bad film music." Only the most insensitive of fflmgoers 
could fail to register MonicantfS work. He made his 
name with dynamic backings for the spaghetti 
westerns directed try his fellow-countryman and 
former schoolmate, Sergio Leone. On A Fistful of 
Dollars and its successors, their collaboration 
produced a potent mix of music and image. Morricone 
went on to work with Bernardo Bertolucci. Brian De 
Palma and John Boorman, all of whom offer their 
tributes. Another admirer, David Puttman. describes 
how he managed to persuade a reluctant Morricone to 
write the music for The Mission. Peter Waymark 

CARLTON 

&OOam GMTV (9442653) 

9:25 Supermarket Sweep (s) (9708837) 
935 London Today (Teletext) (6633130) 

10.00The Time.. .the Place (8) (8325127) 
10.35 This Morning with guest Julia Sawalha talking 

about her rotes In In Tfra Bleak fvfoMnter and Faith 
in the Future (72449189) 12J0pm London Today 
(Teletext) (9196450) 

12L30 News and weather (Teletext) (9136214) 
12J5 Home and Away (Teletext) (9111905) 1JS 

Emmardate (r) (Teletext) (77446473) 1.55 A 
Country Practice (s) (92388108) 

2.20 Vanessa (Teletext) (s) (70517837) 2J30 The Lady 
KIBers. Wbmen's health senes (r) (s) (2078479) 

3J0 ITN News headlines (Teletext) (8270295) 
325 London Today (Teletext) (8279566) 
3 JO The (tiddlers (5298160) 3^0 Wizadora (s) 

(6490721) 3J0 Astro Farm (Teletext) (s) (5209276) 
4.05 Garfield and Friends (5468363) 4.15 
Fantomcat (a) (6711450) 

Leslie Philips meets Rex-the-dog (4.40pm) 

4.40 Wood (Teletext) (s) (2470450) 

5.10 After 5 with Caron Keating. Tim Allen, the 
American comedian, talks about his new film, Seats 
Clause. (Teletext) (7308943) 

5^40 ITN News and weather (Teletext) (438568) 

5.55 Your Shout Viewers ah their views (351924) 
64)0 Home and Away. (r). (Teletext) (479) 

6 JO London Tonight (Teletext) (289) 
74)0 Emmerdale (Teletext) (2924) 

7 JO Peak Performance: Blink and It's 
Gone. (Teletext) (s) (943) 

84W The BHfc Three In a Row. Stamp and Keane try to 
prevent a joyrider being led astray by his elder 
brother. (Teletext) (1672) 

BJO Michael Barrymore's My Kind of People. 
. Amateur talent on parade (Teletext) (s) (7479) 

9.00 FILM: Unlawful Entry (1991). Psychological drama 
about a rraddte-dass couple who are burgled and 
the Investigating officer, envious erf the husband, 
tails for the wife. Starring Kurt Russefl, Ray Liotta 
and Madeleine Stowe. Directed by Jonathan 
Kaplan. Continues at 10.50. (Teletext) (s) (2011) 

104X1 ITN News and weather (Teletext) (52491) 

10J0 London Tonight (Teletext) (914011) 
1040 Budget 95 The Liberal Democrat Treasury 

Spokesman, Malcolm Bruce MP (297856) 

1DJ50 FILM: Unlawful Entry continued (906837) 

11 JO Big City (s) (813108) 
1225am FILM: Up the Front (1972). Frankie Hcwerd, 

Zsa Zsa Gabor, Bill Fraser, Dora Bryan, Hermtone 
Baddetey and Stanley Holloway \n foe third of 
Hotfttrd's Up farces, directed by Bob KeBett 
(284623) 

2.00 Shift (6772523) 2J5 The Beat (r) (s) (5271333) 
3 JO The Album Show (r) (s) (9167826) 4.45 
Profile (r) (s) (79629604) 54)0 Vanessa (r) 
(Teletext) (s) (92807) 

5JO ITN Meriting News (44623). Ends at 64)0 

CHANNEL 4 

GJOam Ulysses 31. Cartoon series (r) (74301) 

74X)The Big Breakfast With Tristan Banks (90837) 

9.00 The Golden Girls. Dorothy is In a love triangle (r). 
(Teletext) (s) (25496) 

9J0 Schools: Middle English (423565) 9415 The Maths 
Programme (7154769) 104)5 Scientific Eye 
(4669382) 10J5 Geographical Eye (3122479) 
10415 Le Petit Monde de Pierre (7286540) 114X) 
Breaking the Mould (4950437) 11.20 Reviewing foe 
Landscape (SI 59295) 11410 Spanish (4556721) 

124)0 House To House. Political magazine (33374) 
12J0pm Sesame Street The guest is Little Richard 

(98585) 1JO The Wonderful Wizard Of Oz (r) (s) 
(25951943) 1.55 Stage Door Magoo and 
Magoo’s Three-Point Landing (41069160) 

2.10 FILM: Trottte True (1949). A sentimental comedy 
about a Gaiety Girl (Jean Kent) who marries into the 
aristocracy (James Donald). Directed by Brian 
Desmond Hurst (847924) 

4.00 Think Tank. Team quiz. (Teletext) (3) (672) 
4 JO Fifteen To One (Teletext) (s) (856) 

54MRicW Lake. A four-month diet (Teletext) (s) 
(3485699) 545 Terrytoons (435479) 

6.00 Home' Improvement Aide See You In My 
Dreams. American comedy series starring Tim 
Allen. (Tetetaxt) (s) (721) 

6J0 New Gamesmaster. Computer aid video games 
magazine (301) 

74)0 Channel 4 News. (Teletext) (275276) 
7 JO The Slot Viewers' video soapbox (233634) 

84X> Hands Up. Jon Snow talks to the Secretary of State 
for Education, Gillian Shephard. (Teletext) (s) 
(9214) 

BJO Sophie's Meat Course: Offal. Sophie Grigson, 
glided by Graham Portwine, a master butcher, 
prepares and cooks offal. (Teletext) (s) (8721) 

The dark side of Dr Marie Slopes (94)0pm) 

9.00 Secret Lives: Marie Slopes. (Teletext) 
(s) (4063) 

10.00 FILM: A Child Too Many (1993) stamng Michelle 
Greene and Connor O'Farrea. A made-for- 
teteviston, fact-based drama about Patty 
Nowakowski, who agrees to become a surrogate 
mother tor a childless couple. Directed try Jorge 
Montesi (647818) 

1130 Get Up, Stand Up. The last in the stand up and 
comedy sketch series. (Teletext) (s) (804450) 

12J25am Fourmations: Secret Passions — Animation 
Since Perestroika. Garri Bardin is interviewed 
about his award-winning The Grey Wotf and LltUe 
Red Riding Hood (s) (3376913) 

1235 Dispatches (r). (Teletext) (7782807) 
1.40 FILM: Simba (1955, DAv) starring Dirk Bogarde, 

Virginia McKenna and Donald Sinden. A drama, set 
in Kenya during foe time of foe Mau Mau uprising. 
Directed by Brian Desmond Hurst (753333) 

330 Fourmations: And It Was Good. Serge 
Ptamadeela's animation about St George befog 
transformed from hero to dangerous beast 
(57045623). Ends at 3j40 

4.00-54)0 Schools: Making Sense of Science (68284) 

SATELLITE 

AflfiUA 
As London, o—at 123B Emmerdale 
(9111905) 1.25-1.55 Home and fljwy 
(77446473) JLHKL20 Ugh Road (207B479) 
S.1ML40 Shortjsnd Sfcw*{730aM3) S30- 
7 JO Angm News (288) 1130 ftti Take 
(072285112S0ani <3ood Advice (3348772)' 

; •#' 
»L »* •<! 

(o 

Cinema [74334888) 4JJ6 CUz NUtt 
(93S502B4) 435 FTV Sport (Wbs 
(542SC130) 

CENTRAL 
As London tacopfc 23S330 Ugh Road 
(2078473) S.10-5A0 Shooland Street 
(7306943) tL2S-7M Conbal Nem and 
weattier (332740) 1150 Tate foam the 
Oypr (813106) 350em Jobflndat (7008604) 
SJZDAslari Bye (1332772) 

GRANADA . 
As London OMcapfc 12JSS-I OS Shorthand 
Steel (9111905) 1JS Home aid Away 
(11654285) 130 vtaneen ^839721) Z20 
lto’ Lady UHen (70517837) 2JOSJU 
Emmentelo (207B479) (LIMjIO A Corofty 
Practice (7306943) SJ&JM Granada To- 
ritft (332740) tlM-iZJSem Gooch 
(972295) 4A5-8JN Jobfinder (79628C04) 

HTVWEST 
As London sarcept 12LEB Shortiand Steal ■ 
(7953721) i jo Coronation Stmt 
(70006932) SLSO-aao Garctortn^ This - 
(2078479) 5.1O-5A0_ A Cbuntiy Pracltae 
(730684^ 6l30-7JJD HIV New (289) 1UO 
Epecfd Report (813108) 44ten MBpqk 
(79829604) 

HTV WALES 
As HIV WESruraoptaAMJOPWsradri 
by Eriwuei (2078479) iaVTM. :Wte' 
Torn pm 7JML00 WMnThfrS. 
(943) 11J0 Raak PakrfimpcAj^^^.’: ■' 

meridian ; ^ ; :’y 
As Lomteo oMCspc 1255 Emrietttata 
(9111905) 12B-1J55 Home and Away 
(77448473) 2JHH2D Shortiand. Steal 
0078479} 325330 Mttn News and 
weefier (8279500 8.10 Homo and feray 
(7308943). S3TSM HtfM Minutes * - 
Crtmestcppara (331160 BJ»Ha*tonT&- 
nqtit (479) (L30-7A0 Anything You Can Do 
(289) 1O30-10A0 Meridian item and 

WESTCOUNTHY . - 
As London enmt: 12L25-1250 My Story 
(91117S9) 12JB Bnmedala (9111905) 4J2S 
Home aid Amy {77448473) 1JS5-2J20 The 
Yotxifl Dodoes (92358106) &5D-&20 A 
Courby Practice (2078479} 328-3Jp 
Westoountry fterw; WeaHwr (827K8Q 
5.10-SL40 Home end (Z308943) BJX>- 
74» WbatedunbyLh«(40837J 1030-1040 
Westooufty News; Weather (914011) 11JSO 
Short Story Cfneme (813108) 4A5an 
JoUMv (79829804) - - 

YORKSHIRE 

12J0»»W and Barnerrfcranca (4206771) 
2.18 Best of British Motosport (?7SSS) £45. 
The Beat (6S824«) 3j40^xnm,, Ohame, 
Onema F«34W}m*4»Qub 
S3ffiOffl4J 436 riV. Spot- Ctasfet 
(54282130) SM FlWBCWri (82«fo . . 

News and Uteteer (8633130) IZJBpto- 
12JD Jrarktihte: Calendar News and Wte- 
ttw / Bfcttea; Ntewdc North (9196450) 
1255 Emmardate @111905) 1^5-155 
Home and (7744843^ 2504L20 
Shortend see« 3^0-330 Ywk- 
ahte: Calendar ttews / gtedds Ktetworir 
North P2OTM6} 1U04U0 Home sod Any 
(7308943)4*8 Cdtedec ANatenk Norfo 
(eio9og aaxKTiX) abc**r*»s m 
1030-1040 CWBdarNote and. Waahar 
(914011) 11-80 ftttdnar Cs* aodi H 

12>aem mt'&Sto UndBfCOAr 
(B53791) 020 America's ftpfin «B57W7) 
9L90 dnerin. Cinema. Cfema {4491791) 
020 Rm: Escape tote £H17248) . 440 
JobRnder (741K3Q ..-?rT' V 

S4C ■ 0. 
SMc 7J»The B|g Drwidnttp088O.mo 
ThsGokten GUe Ms Georg»«548KUO 
Schods MlddlBEngfehf423SBB3) 046% 
Mama Pmutesna ms&BBt) ionsSctert»- 
Ic (®CT2) iaas aeogapncai Hit Monde de Pfe®. 

eHng The Moukf 
ring The Laxtecape 
Sperteh Progamma 

Bucricraraangu' raz72B5a’3.l5^SdlS« 
f10QB3O1).«» hWOTarfe ^7S9-4« Tha 
Rod Noktey a»wtB56) &oa SPuroo uned 

-5 (SOSffl 530 RBeen to One flON tOO 
Nenyddon (830978) 015 Hero (B5768B) 
7J»PabolYC«in (916295) 7J»Bacta hi 0 
lfe(B15905)aa»&HwynT«t Cm Mate 
Ymtean (S214) 030 NewydcSon (3721) 9j00 
Arte: Pfentyn Ctedd (4063) ULOO FUrt 
Friandfc (2789) 12JOOam Whout W3>£ 
UnpestedThe Roman Ogy -(41538) 
1030 WfoOU WalK Uy. Generation: D» 
YMbfcd (22913) 1JW Home and AMV tram 
Home 11380468} 148 FOtomationti 1995 
(51517) 1.45 Diwedd (90348994)- 400 
wviob ^8384) 500 Ohwdd 

iJOOLStoL Mf&m 

Buchstaraangir faZ7 

• For more comprehensve 
listings of sateflile and cable 
cfaannete, sec the Vision sop- 
plemenLpublidied Saturday 
SKY ONE__ 

7.00am The DJ Kat Stow (13160) «J» 
Mighty MorpKn (B2943) 800 Jeopardy 
(61214) 900 Can TV (52566) 900 Oprah 
Winfrey (45566) 1030 ConCteWbon 
(41450) 1100 Sa8y Jessy flaphael (4221^ 
1200 Spe&xund (65030) IZOQpfflDaagv- 
ino Women (H885Q 100 The Wtefions 
(86011) 300 Genddo (86160) 3JX)Oourt TV 
(090^ 330 Optte Wntey (9055^400 
Undrn (1588108) SOOSte Irak (4835) 800 
M&tfy Morptol pTffl) 600 SpAOUld 
(3721) 700 LAPO (1214) 700 WA-SH 
(5905) 800 Dub South (30B56) 900 The 
Comrrtsh 00002) 1000 Star Ttee (20479) 
1100 Lew end Order (30179) 1200 Lara 
Stour (8531975) 1Z45am The Untouch- 
^tias (B986826) 1004L00 Smauidanno Lust 
(76420) 200 Hi Wx Lxxifl Play (7481517) 

SfOTNEWS_■ 

Mens on the hois. 
8O0n Sterise (3379189) 1000 ABC 
NtfUted (49083 lOOpm CBS Mato 
(22127) 200 Partament (60568) 300 
Starmn <7127) (89634) 800 Tonght 
(944®) aoo Sky Woriduode (7011) 1100 
CBS Nm (83382) 12JOwn ABC Na* 
(23407) IOO TonflW (705ffi) 230 
Unarm iteiii [30082) 3.30 Par&ament (42807) 
400CSSNewa 00449) 

SKY MOVIES '_ • 

. flOOraa Sbowteu (te^49B) 1(UH Sto- 
eon bfChsags p6i84030) 
Man at. la Ihmrftu (W2) (23389276) 
2JKpm.<)aluni to FMtad pfscs (1961) 
(440SB)4J»AB()ylteraatf tkade Brown 
(ism (2189^800 Sasaoq <* Chmga 
O»»4__t«oa074») 7A0 US &p 10 
(531653 BOO The Bwte.lMft» 
(1993) (2g74a) iOOO Body fratpi t**t> 
(53636? 1105 Hat at Judo* (1983) 
(858011) 1.15am CtenfWy Lite (1993} 
(90994)255 P«|drarCW7ajpten)Sio5 
A Boy Nwnad Ctrartte Bream (1989) 
(H88B178) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 

AflOpte Tto Bearing Iteoirite* (1939) 
(B455) fiJ)0lten«(O34) 09547) BOOAti 
«* *■» (1«lJ04t)BB «U» Samba B 
PW8)1 (4830^ nkt&OSam Ryan'a 
baugHer (1978)^2150382) 

THE MOVIE CWHIIEU 

(Unam Ttaan nd OmVaHey of fioki, 

(19SQ (40653) 800 Beaady and the Bant 
(19825 (43127) 9JW PhaoecMo (1993) 
(95043) IOlOO Majority Hula (1992) 
(90214) 1200 Fomw Yoong (1SB2) 
(98905) 200pm WM StaBkM (1992) 
(14<2108) 3.15 Bg Wheats and SteBor 
(1070) (649568) 4.15 Wtora the Rad F«n 
Oram (1901) (75559634) 800 Whoa*- 
ChBd teTWa? The war far Baby Jaaalca 
(1993) (22837) 800 FOnwrYoung (1982) 
(50884856) 045 The Mmte Show (417837) 
10.15 Murder Batmen Friends (1994) 
(261547) 1105 Anthony's Deatee (1993) 
(838853) lOOenj Love Crimea (1992) 
(66648B) 305 Semla (1002) (53013tq 
4u40 Tuan's Per* (1951) (9650178) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

Sky Moris* Gold takes over from 10pm 
to 4am. 
600am Umbrela Tree (32728479) 800 
Muppeta (27830488) 700 Wrote the Pooh 
(67643214) 730 Ducktatee (67622721) BOO 
Slip ■n Dabs (82632837) aoo Wondertend 
(82631100) BOO.Ftaggte Rock (32815180) 
900 Pooh Comer (90050634) 1000 
Durtoo's Circus (2781445® 1030 Quack 
Attack (82644672) 1100 Disney (87848789) 
1200 Sfobed 162635924) 1200pm 
Tcaheteone [90052450) IOO Faane Tale 
(90057905) 200 Wonderited (78584834) 
200 Urrttxetia Tibb (68478858) 300 Frapgto 
Rock (78583760) 330 Wimfa the Pooh 
(86473301) 400 Quack Attack (88489108) 
400 DucMataS (96458092) 500 Chto'n 
Dates (78588214) 500 Dangtir Bay 
(88472B72) BOO Tarzan (66478585) 800 
Mioaais (88480837) 700 FILM.-Alan and 
Naomi (67623450) 900-1000 Bnterteh- 
merit 

EUROS PORT 

7O0am Equeatnenom (33108) 800 guorid 
(81653) 900 Sklng (32547) 1000 Tennis 
(78189) 1100 Boafog (90408) 1200 HaBy 
(13740) 100pm Euobei (84214) 130 
Snotorasring (99996) 200 TrtelNan 
S7S72) 300 Clympes (5059) 300 Smri- 
mino (149B11) 6J0 News PS47) 700 
Supertfis (78030) 800 Mating (5445Q) 
BOO Swimmino (74214) 1000 Bating 
(77301) 1100 G* (91383) 1200-1230am 
Newsi1824fi) 

SKY SPORTS_ 

7O0tffl Sports Centre (67547) 700 ftacsng 
Mens (79382) 800 CrtCkBT PB27B53) 
40Qpm POvreftoats (8450) 400 ATP Tennis 
(8834) 800 MBSltefl f49«& «OQSportt 
Cenea C&127) ASOflugby Union 07^)700 
Tfett Unas (185189) 705 SpcrB Certo 
(430585) 800 Crete! (70498) 1000 Spate 
(91030 10J0 Tor* L*ies (53214) 1100 
Rugby t*wn (57099) 1200 Nettueiora 

ktantRy ertato lor Sim Martin, 
AB m Me (Movies Gold, 8pm) 

(87913) 100am American Sports (82536) 
iOCWtro Sports (91772) 

SKY SPORTS 2_ 

7O0mn Rugby (94058119 800 Nettjustars 
(9414586) BJU Qd« (7835189) 1200- 
lOOpmRuaby (4733438) 

THE CHRISTIAN CHANNEL 

4L00WB IMng 800 Copeland 500 Wdz 
SM &wtrinmert 8.15 Coin Dye 645- 
7O0Mueto 

SKY SOAP_ 

7O0am Gudno LgN (1036566) 705 As the 
World Tune (837M6Q 800 Payton Place 
(S2S9585) 900 ESwsaf OurLivee (S854547) 
laio-rtoo Another Wcrtl(1B448l 8) . 

SKY-TRAVEL _ 

1100am QtobetraQa (2)13278) HOD Sid 
PuteCt{2TI490S 1200Otaomr (515047$) 
12Jltom Praney (Il8i3«a IOO Aioundthe 
WMdiBS^SJ 130 Darar (1160653) 200 
Sti p865924) 33-400 Boomuang 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4O0pmOw Century (2137856) SOD History 
Awe. the R*et Union (6889740) 800-700 

Biography (1199301) 
THE SCm CHANNEL_ 

lOOam Mysteries Magic and Mlractes 
(1K20B1) IOO Ray Brartouy P181178) 
200-400 Ftim; Frier No Bril (2512081) 

TLC_ 

BOOam WU (8859634) BOO Simply Deti- 
ctous (289029511000 Vofa Lfe (4692450) 
1030 Park H®h (8855818) HOD Only 
Hunan (5246943) 1200 General Practice 
(8879468) 1200pm Jknmy’B (2603011) IOO 
Simply Deflctois (52570SB) IOO Wld 
(Z0SZ38Z) 200 WH t Hurt? (7068034) 200 
Life Is for LMng (6966314) aoo Antral 
Magneton (7068059) 300400 It's a Vet's 
Ule (6078056) 

UK GOLD_. 

7O0*m Angela (5227818) 730 Nalghbaura 
(5233653) 800 Sore end Daughters 
(8878788) 800 EastEndars (8800740) 800 
BU (8851092) BOO Sulbans (20916539 
1000 U Cmetun (5235637) 1100 Dae&s 
(5248301) 1200 Som and DaugMes 
(88718569 1200pm kteighboura (2KK78B) 
100 EsaCndem (522B1BB) 100 BN 
(269474Q) 200 Suflivans (83546382) 205 
Are You Being Sound? (6824106) 300 
Angels (7057109 uo Ektorado (694718B) 
400 Casualty (19372905) 506 Larry Gray- 
eon (69067478) 6.15 Karxiy's conk Cue 
(1022296) 6J2S EaatEndars raoaseiS) 700 
Sdorado £7078468) 730 W (3956837) 
800 Georgs and MUrad (7O50S18) 800 
Whet a Cany On! (70B06S3) BOO Mnder 
(4095069) 1800 The B8 (6119479) 1035 
Ctesec Sport S728382) 1138 KYTV 
(6064740) 12.10am Dr M» (2606062) 
1240 FSm; He'Know You'ra Alone 
(3937130) 210300 Shopping (3007449) 

TCC_' 

6O0am Swan's Crossing (73760) 630 
ftjgwati (63818) 700 Omrato (83160) 730 
Ready a Not (16045) 800 Vritey Hgfi 
24382) 830 C&sper (3043160) 848 
OngbOiH (3076943) 830 Trt/ (64647) 
1130 Sesame Shoot (11843) 1030 Tiny 
(712672) 230pm Happiy Ewr After (7158} 
830 Sonic (2363 280 PWt Panther (5943) 
430 Calftxnh Draams (4450) 430830 
VUtey High (7914) 

NICKELODEON_ 

630am Gertege (7141092) 6.15 Gtrmy 
(7140547) 830 Turtles (45637) 7J»Batflnk 
(9587382) 735 age Turtles (18482999 735 
Rugrtes (SI 81^ 8.15 Doug (428460) E45 
FeraJa (9804*47) 030 Junior (9259055) 
1230pm Monsters (14479) 130 Vrtahbono 
(57160) 130 Mighty Max (99950) 230 

Speed Racer (9498) 230 Rude Dog (9740) 
330 Etodoia [8905) 330 Rat Shop (1685) 
430 Rah and Chfs (5832) 430 Rugrate 
(8276) 830 Oarte&B [34601 530 toncy 
Chaw (5176) 830 Doug (7769) 630 Ara You 
Afraid? (1721) 730 FUh and Ota (3214) 
730-830 Nancy Draw (7905) 

DISCOVERY __ 

4JX)pm Natm (8857560) 430 In tits WSd 
16846450) 530 RexoUton (7062011) 830 
Invention (6967943). 630 Beyond 2000 
(6831382) 730 Space Randnreus 
(8954479) 830 Warier 7049180) 830 
Ufra Serena (7068290 830 Skydhas 
(8387100) 930 Science Detectives 
(2E80547) 1030 SuMto (B87D127) 1030 
Mayday Eetonta (B85B547) 1130 Top 
Marques (8399905) 1130-1230 Specs* 
Forces (4888634) 

BRAVO_ 

1230 FILM: Doncvan's Brain (4609740) 
230pm Danger Man (4897905) 330 Scot¬ 
land Yard (7075585) 330 Warpcl (0965585) 
430FILM: Pure HBl of Si TrHan-s (7079301) 
630 Scotland Yatf (8981769) 830 UFO 
@836108) 730 Ptwaqtera KW19QS) 830 
Space 1999 (4060363) 830 Prisoner 
(4060127) 1030430am FU* 
Oreemscepe (6306588) 

UK LIVING_ 

euottem Agony (7042343) 730 Magazte 
(9019671) 830 Traatinant (7876504) 930 
Kate 1030 Hearts (5281699) 1QA0 Bride 
(26980059) 1130 Young (B702479) 1135 
Masterchai (2881030) 1230pm BrotecHfe 
@248027) 135 Kkoy {0940924)230 Agony 
(9104027) 330 Maoa2tne (6818905) 430 
infatuation UK (4877460) 430 Croeswtta 
(8596127) 035 Joker’s (75340479) 830 
Bewitched (4897214) 830 Esther (4894127) 
630 Broofekte (5249586) 735 Sprayer 
0482768) 830 Yorog and Ftetiem 
ffllCWT) 830 Flm: What Ewr Happened 
TO...? ^5591924) 1050 Eraenrinmert 
B67D585) 1130-1230 DanoBRWB Women 
(9814027) 

FAMILY CHANNEL_ 

530am wonder Ytiare (410B) 530 Th&i 
(4214) 830 Batman (1127) 630 
Ctohphras& (2479) 730 Thmutte tie 
Keyhole (7872) 730 My Tno Datte (1363) 
830 Daring Buds (96450) 930 FILM- Ruh 
Rented Mystery (16214) moo At Clued Up 
(35498) 1030 Neon Rider (97872) 1130 
Batman (76382) 1230 Tfttn (74826) 
1230pm Conua (ration (48555) 130 Zbrro 
{37081} 130 FflOda (70284) 230 NeOrt 
FWer (47523) 330 Photo @4517) 330 
Zorra (55023) 430 Wonder Veers (44888) 

430-630 Black Staton (26246) 

MTV_ 

630sta Grind (65276) 730 3 From 1 
(2117127) 7.15 WMato (6937672) 830 VJ 
Maria (850063) 1030 Ftodunentaty (12547) 
1130 Soul (13301) 1230 Greatest Hits 
(84498) 130pm Music (9688856) 2.15 3 
From 1 (61728872) 230 Sports (2856) 3u00 
Cinematic (4668585) 3.15 Hanging Out 
(1218585) 430 News (3855924) 4.15 15 
Minutes (A Fame (384S547) 430 Oat (2092) 
530 Dance (656G) 530 Hangng Out 
(73740) 730 Greraasl Hts (09160) 530 
Meet wanted (32924) 030 Boev's (65127) 
1030 Newa (302950) 10.15 Cinematic 
(3524® 1030Aeon (^[13276)1130The 
End? (89653) 1230am \rid006 (9278536) 
530 Mktsade (48401) 

730am Power Breakiast (9888634) 830 
Cafri (771405S) 1230 Heart (1170547) 
130pm Vinyl (1188296)230 Jonathan King 
11768565} 830 ktta the Music (4815634) 
630 VH-1-B-3: Luther VtinfrOSS (1108059) 
730 Fbr You (9407276) 830 Thueday 
Ftotew (9418924) 830 Mick Hutotel 
(9496160) 1030 Vinyl (9406547) 1130 The 
Bridge (3653189) i.otom Martin Fry 
(1982791) 230 Down Patrol 

CMT EUROPE_ 

Countty nufc tram 6sn to Tpm, netting 
530pm Saturday Mte Dance Ranch 630- 
730 Og Ttokei 

ZEE TV_ 

730am Asian Monvng (43610194) 830 
U» Stories (49982721) 930 
FLMAnterato mm7Z0S> 1130 Suer 
DaaS (123470SS) 1230 Dekh BM Dekh 
(49993837) 1230pm Inda (20139189) 130 
Hindi Hfrn (94301030) 330 Kahfcasftti 
(28217856) 430 Top Ten (12320082) 530 
Zee Zone (E8917S43J 530 PufatX Fc* 
(28216127) 630 Magi {2820674® 630 Zee 
and U £8297092) 730 Newaaarch 
(B990447S) 730 Gaknzee (28083278) 830 
Nem (09913127) 830 Andaz (89992634) 
BJU Kachey Dhaagey (90996585) 1030 
Hcrmr (4999456Q 1030 Commendar 
(49903214) 1130 Rae Bam (12321011) 
1130-1230 Kitehna (26292483) 

CARTOON NETWOHK/TNT 

Cartoons from 5am to than TNT 
One as baton 930pm Tressurs at te 
Stem Itodre (1948) (99831547) 1130 
Wfrow Ufa ia It Anyway? (1881) 
(2516*996) 1.10am Doctor, You've Go! to 
Be KHdfog (1967) (70742975) 235430 
Men bi White (1834) (27462178) 

I 


