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Katina Michael, associate professor at the school of

information systems and technology at the University of

Wollongong, says people are increasingly using micro-

blogging sites, like Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, to

record bushfires.

"These unofficial channels are extremely useful during a

crisis situation," she told an Australian Science Media

Centre briefing on Tuesday.

"In the future we might even have emergency service

organisations tapping into this social media capability ...

and using this user-generated content to respond to

disasters more effectively."

Prof Michael said location-based SMS alerts are also

being employed to keep people updated in disaster areas.

"That's a real innovation to the Australian capabilities

which I think is among the first in the world to actually

venture into that kind of mandated approach.

"This also allows people who are visiting a location, who

may be working in a location ... or who may be enjoying

recreation activities in a location to be warned about a

hazard."
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Fire and emergency authorities may soon use sites like

Instagram and Facebook to warn people about bushfires,

an information systems expert says.

Like 0 0

Play
Video

Play
Video

Like 0 0 © AAP 2013

Join the conversation on other stories

trending conversations

565
Mother speaks of hurt after

abusive carpark note

341
NZ economist wants pet cats to go

100
Britain's Prince Harry ends Afghan

tour of duty

54
Man disqualified from driving until

2072

News Sport Finance Lifestyle Entertainment Video Travel Cars eBay Jobs Dating Property More sites

Make ninemsn your Homepage Hot Topics: Cudo: Outdoor Deck Umbrella- $109 Mobile Messenger Hotmail

project manager...

design ...
sydney, ns

our client is a specialist
in...

club manager ex...

fit n f...
hurstville

fit n fast are a new
chain of...

cognos bi devel...

citi re...
sydney, ns

potential permanent
opportuni...

GET YOUR EXCLUSIVE
NINE NEWS ON:

Latest News Video National World Tech Health Entertainment Sport Finance Weather More Search for news stories

http://video.news.ninemsn.com.au/?videoid=2a8d34fc-1756-45c7-afef-c63699e03837&src=widget:suggestedVideos
http://video.news.ninemsn.com.au/?videoid=1ffc0b95-26ce-4fcb-a2f9-3d71a0444178&src=widget:suggestedVideos
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/world/2013/01/19/12/31/the-most-extraordinary-acts-of-sportsmanship
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/world/2013/01/17/10/45/people-stuck-in-weird-places
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Ca0xuK3T-UO37OqKDmwXn0YGoD_3o7P4C1fGzrTzAjbcBEAEg3eyhHlCLpdb7BWCl-JGAkAGgAduNh-IDyAEBqAMByAPfBKoEsAFP0LoXW1C5xIHOEqBNv8r_HSawP2WR7NbM10QGhDqnYad5c3Ak31pKf7IuVwdQ6nFyUSDp9UtaAuCfGST5s-Oq0u4jGdBOof7GhCBdAioSGAhwUjp-MzuFgBejP55WoFnpb4PFJ5Zd8hVFjmzO4swWFc4XUpBqtDX4qJ_lsJ3yZf79RmDGRqLvBtK4ogafi7kvOgIvVAfCplw1QCI3NIN7kaBh_OSJMAyrD2cD2eoywogGAYAHjfL4HQ&num=1&cid=5GiEenki0oCzgQcbgBZsBs2Y&sig=AOD64_3OiBdXJ9cCLBLSt-9ybyCppYWHiw&client=ca-pub-6311307736668955&adurl=http://www.marbmelada.com/marb.aspx&nm=5
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/22/16/01/social-media-new-tool-for-fire-warnings%26gl%3DAU%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-6311307736668955%26ai0%3DCa0xuK3T-UO37OqKDmwXn0YGoD_3o7P4C1fGzrTzAjbcBEAEg3eyhHlCLpdb7BWCl-JGAkAGgAduNh-IDyAEBqAMByAPfBKoEsAFP0LoXW1C5xIHOEqBNv8r_HSawP2WR7NbM10QGhDqnYad5c3Ak31pKf7IuVwdQ6nFyUSDp9UtaAuCfGST5s-Oq0u4jGdBOof7GhCBdAioSGAhwUjp-MzuFgBejP55WoFnpb4PFJ5Zd8hVFjmzO4swWFc4XUpBqtDX4qJ_lsJ3yZf79RmDGRqLvBtK4ogafi7kvOgIvVAfCplw1QCI3NIN7kaBh_OSJMAyrD2cD2eoywogGAYAHjfL4HQ&usg=AFQjCNEC2R2iOJyb8ysPT5-_rN2yCJ0p-Q
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/contact-us
http://video.news.ninemsn.com.au/?videoid=2a8d34fc-1756-45c7-afef-c63699e03837&src=widget:suggestedVideos
http://video.news.ninemsn.com.au/?videoid=1ffc0b95-26ce-4fcb-a2f9-3d71a0444178&src=widget:suggestedVideos
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/21/18/02/mother-speaks-of-hurt-after-abusive-carpark-note
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/world/2013/01/22/13/01/nz-economist-wants-pet-cats-to-go
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/world/2013/01/22/08/06/prince-harry-ends-afghan-tour
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/21/17/10/man-disqualified-from-driving-until-2072
http://ninemsn.com.au/
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/
http://lifestyle.ninemsn.com.au/
http://thefix.ninemsn.com.au/
http://video.ninemsn.com.au/
http://travel.ninemsn.com.au/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/157637051/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/156353305/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/157639742/direct/01/
http://ninemsn.com.au/header-dating/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/157631280/direct/01/
http://ninemsn.com.au/oursites.aspx
http://help.ninemsn.com.au/support/make_this_your_home.asp
http://cudo.com.au/nationwide-offers/take-that-sun-its-a-three-metre-wide-outdoor-umbrella?cmp=nmsn:nin:Ron_head:Umbrella
http://mobilise.ninemsn.com.au/
http://windowslive.ninemsn.com.au/messenger.aspx
http://ninemsn.com.au/hotmail/
http://jdn.monster.com/render/adserverclick.aspx?AdID=1&ImpressionGuid=55b314e9-f9f1-e0fe-f5b4-d25cf0ce35ec&AffiliateGuid=5ec2613d-edb1-4ea4-a0b7-a7b4546f9296&CampaignID=278&Premium=0&RendererID=1409&code=-1&unit=-1&Header=1
http://jdn.monster.com/render/adserverclick.aspx?AdID=8370054&ImpressionGuid=55b314e9-f9f1-e0fe-f5b4-d25cf0ce35ec&AffiliateGuid=5ec2613d-edb1-4ea4-a0b7-a7b4546f9296&CampaignID=92173&Premium=0&RendererID=1409&code=-1&unit=-1
http://jdn.monster.com/render/adserverclick.aspx?AdID=8966203&ImpressionGuid=55b314e9-f9f1-e0fe-f5b4-d25cf0ce35ec&AffiliateGuid=5ec2613d-edb1-4ea4-a0b7-a7b4546f9296&CampaignID=103158&Premium=0&RendererID=1409&code=-1&unit=-1
http://jdn.monster.com/render/adserverclick.aspx?AdID=8240611&ImpressionGuid=55b314e9-f9f1-e0fe-f5b4-d25cf0ce35ec&AffiliateGuid=5ec2613d-edb1-4ea4-a0b7-a7b4546f9296&CampaignID=63626&Premium=0&RendererID=1409&code=-1&unit=-1
http://www.careerone.com.au/?WT.mc_n=JDNC1
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/9News
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/22/16/01/social-media-new-tool-for-fire-warnings#
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/headlines
http://video.news.ninemsn.com.au/
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/world
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/technology
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/health
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/entertainment
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/top-business-news/
http://weather.ninemsn.com.au/
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/22/16/01/social-media-new-tool-for-fire-warnings#


1/22/13 Social media new tool for fire warnings

news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/22/16/01/social-media-new-tool-for-fire-warnings 2/3

READ: Police, fire
adopt social media for
alerts

READ: PM puts the
hard word on Twitter

READ: Twitter 'move'
will help curb online
abuse

READ: Hikers airlifted
from Vic bushfire area

READ: Vic crews work
to control massive
blaze

Mum speaks of hurt after abusive car

park note

Like 2.5k

Kindergarten girl suspended for

bubble gun 'threat'

Like 1.8k

Sydney library moves Armstrong

books to fiction

Like 1.8k

Male TV hosts experience agony of

labour

Like 6.4k

Loyal dog waits at Italian church for

dead owner

Like 4.5k

Dad makes daughter's ponytail w ith

vacuum cleaner

Like 1.7k

Koch stands firm amid breastfeeding

frenzy

NZ economist wants pet cats to go

http://news.ninemsn.com.au/world/2013/01/17/08/45/photos-fiery-helicopter-crash-in-london-s-cbd
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/04/14/01/social-media-plays-key-safety-role
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/16/14/01/pm-puts-the-hard-word-on-twitter
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/11/12/01/twitter-move-to-australia-imminent
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/22/19/00/hikers-airlifted-from-vic-bushfire-area
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/21/10/01/vic-firefighters-work-on-backburn
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/403367268/direct/01/


1/22/13 Social media new tool for fire warnings

news.ninemsn.com.au/national/2013/01/22/16/01/social-media-new-tool-for-fire-warnings 3/3

Latest News

Video

Sydney

Melbourne

Brisbane

Darwin

National

Bushfires

Politics

Education

Environment

Jobs

World

US

UK

China

Europe

Pacific

Tech

Health

Viral

Apple

Facebook

Google

Health Entertainment

Celebrity

Music

Movie

Television

Sport

AFL

Cricket

League

Union

Football

Finance

News & Markets

Business News

Sector News

Australian Market

Currencies

Cars

Aston Martin Vanquish

• Sell your car fast!

• Latest car review s

Careers

Accounting Courses

• Online Courses

• SEEK iPhone app

Property

Which suburb is best?

• Search to buy

• Search to rent

Home Loan Finder

Low interest mortgage

• Fixed rate

• Variable Rate

eHarmony Dating

Review matches free

• Meet singles

• Success stories

Cudo Deals

Amazing Deals

• Join now  and save

• Visit Cudo

News Sport Finance Lifestyle Entertainment Video Travel Cars eBay Jobs Dating Property More sites

About ninemsn  Careers at ninemsn  Advertise  Contact Us  Terms of Use  Privacy Policy Other ninemsn businesses: iSelect  RateCity  msnNZ  Cudo

© 1997-2013 ninemsn Pty Ltd - All rights reserved

Like 1.3k Like 256 Find love on eHarmony

Sea plane upside down after Corio Bay

crash

Like 207

1 Underbelly star turning 36 today?Underbelly star turning 36 today? WHO

2 Longest novel ever published?Longest novel ever published? WHAT

3 Largest impact crater on Earth?Largest impact crater on Earth? WHERE

4 Highest grossing film of 1995?Highest grossing film of 1995? WHAT

5 Liza Minnelli's first husband?Liza Minnelli's first husband? WHO

Daily quiz

http://news.ninemsn.com.au/
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/headlines
http://video.news.ninemsn.com.au/
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/sydney
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/melbourne
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/brisbane
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/darwin
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/bushfires
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/politics
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/education
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/environment
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/jobs
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/world
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/us
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/uk
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/china
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/europe
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/pacific
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/technology
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/health
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/viral
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/apple
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/facebook
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/google
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/health
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/entertainment
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/celebrity
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/music
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/movie
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/topics/television
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/afl
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/cricket
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/league
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/union
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/football
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/top-business-news
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/sector-news-and-data
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/australian-market-news
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/news-and-markets/currency-news
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/193530140/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/206222963/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/206222963/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/193530142/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/193530143/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/240846055/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/240846056/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/240846056/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/240846057/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/240846058/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/193528516/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/227046610/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/227046610/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/193528517/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/193528518/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/349815592/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/349815593/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/349815593/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/349815594/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/349815595/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/403367264/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/403367265/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/403367265/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/403367266/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/403367267/direct/01
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/254637609/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/254637609/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/254637609/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/254637609/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/254637609/direct/01/
http://ninemsn.com.au/
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/
http://wwos.ninemsn.com.au/
http://finance.ninemsn.com.au/
http://lifestyle.ninemsn.com.au/
http://thefix.ninemsn.com.au/
http://video.ninemsn.com.au/
http://travel.ninemsn.com.au/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/157637052/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/156353306/direct/01/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/157639743/direct/01/
http://ninemsn.com.au/footer-dating/
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/157631281/direct/01/
http://ninemsn.com.au/oursites.aspx
http://mediacentre.ninemsn.com.au/aboutninemsn/default.aspx
http://mediacentre.ninemsn.com.au/careers.aspx
http://mediacentre.ninemsn.com.au/adproducts/default.aspx
http://mediacentre.ninemsn.com.au/contactus.aspx
http://advertising.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=8363139
http://advertising.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=8363165
http://www.iselect.com.au/ninemsn/index.jsp
http://www.ratecity.com.au/
http://msn.co.nz/
http://cudo.com.au/
http://g.msn.com/0AD0001C/696341.1??PID=6077013&UIT=G&TargetID=100290946&AN=1645742519&PG=AUBECR
http://info.criteo.com/pac/privacy/informations?infonorm=3&partner=3430&campaignid=6258&zoneid=31059&bannerid=1021184&displayid=8120f2d05d
http://clk.atdmt.com/NMN/go/403367268/direct/01/
http://www.bing.com/search?q=Matthew+Newton&form=MSNHM2&mkt=en-au
http://www.bing.com/search?q=In+Search+of+Lost+Time&form=MSNHM2&mkt=en-au
http://www.bing.com/search?q=Vredefort&form=MSNHM2&mkt=en-au
http://www.bing.com/search?q=Die+Hard+with+a+Vengeance&form=MSNHM2&mkt=en-au
http://www.bing.com/search?q=Peter+Allen&form=MSNHM2&mkt=en-au
http://www.bing.com.au/
http://info.criteo.com/pac/privacy/informations?infonorm=3&partner=3430&campaignid=6258&zoneid=34387&bannerid=1021162&displayid=bed97168d4

