
                                               

 
 
‘RELAXED PERFORMANCE’ OF THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE 
DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME  
 
Saturday June 22 at 2.30pm, Apollo Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue 
Suitable for age 11 years+ 

 
 

A ‘Relaxed Performance’ of the National Theatre’s highly acclaimed and seven times Olivier 

Award-winning production of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time will take 

place at the Apollo Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue on Saturday June 22 at 2.30pm.   

 

The performance is part of a national Relaxed Performances Project piloted by the Society 

of London Theatre (SOLT), the Theatrical Management Association (TMA) and The Prince's 

Foundation for Children & the Arts (Children & the Arts). Specifically designed to welcome 

people with an Autistic Spectrum Condition, learning disability or sensory and 

communication disorders into the theatre, Relaxed Performances give those who otherwise 

might feel excluded the chance to experience live performance.   

 

This performance follows the success of two previous National Theatre Relaxed 

Performances – The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time in October 2012 and 

Hansel and Gretel in January 2013 – both in the Cottesloe Theatre.  This will be the National 

Theatre’s first ‘Relaxed Performance’ in the West End. 

 

Lighting and special effects will be adapted for the performance, such as removing strobes 

and flashing lights and reducing very loud noises; and additional audience movement and 

interaction will be expected. Parts of the Apollo theatre foyer will be available as a quiet 

space to relax for those who need to leave and re-enter the auditorium during the show.  

After the performance, the audience will be welcome to stay for a ‘Question and Answer’ 

session with the actors who will be in costume but out of character.  

 



The National Theatre is one of 10 theatres across the UK participating in the Relaxed 

Performance Project. The plan is to encourage many more theatres to take part following 

publication of the findings of an independent evaluation of the project in the autumn. It is 

hoped that the project will lead to the development of a best practice model for national and 

international use by the theatre industry.   

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, based on Mark Haddon’s award-

winning novel, has been adapted by Simon Stephens and directed by Marianne Elliott. It 

had a sell-out run at the National’s Cottesloe Theatre last year. 

 

Luke Treadaway plays Christopher Boone, the fifteen-year old maths genius with 

behavioural problems.  The cast is completed by Niamh Cusack as his teacher, Siobhan, 

Holly Aird (Judy) Matthew Barker (Ensemble), Sophie Duval (Mrs Shears), Seán Gleeson 

(Ed), Rhiannon Harper-Rafferty (Ensemble), Nick Sidi (Roger), Tilly Tremayne (Mrs 

Alexander) and Howard Ward (Ensemble). 

 

The production is designed by Bunny Christie, with lighting by Paule Constable, video 

design by Finn Ross, movement by Scott Graham and Steven Hoggett for Frantic 

Assembly, music by Adrian Sutton and sound by Ian Dickinson for Autograph.   

 

Christopher, fifteen years old, stands beside Mrs Shears’ dead dog. It has been speared with 

a garden fork, it is seven minutes after midnight and Christopher is under suspicion. He 

records each fact in a book he is writing to solve the mystery of who murdered Wellington. 

He has an extraordinary brain, exceptional at maths while ill-equipped to interpret everyday 

life. He has never ventured alone beyond the end of his road, he detests being touched and 

he distrusts strangers. But his detective work, forbidden by his father, takes him on a 

frightening journey that upturns his world. 

 

 

Public Information:  
 
Address:  Apollo Theatre, 31 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W1D 7EZ 
 
Tickets: £25  
 
Tickets for the relaxed performance are bookable by telephone only on 020 

7452 3961, open 9.30am – 8pm. 



 
For further information please contact Nada Zakula, Press Office, National Theatre 

Productions, 020 7452 3046 or 07831 766086  nzakula@nationaltheatre.org.uk 

 

 

About the Relaxed Performance Project 

Being piloted in ten theatres across the UK, the Relaxed Performance Project aims to 

provide access to creative, safe and inspiring public theatre performances for children with 

special needs, including Autistic Spectrum Conditions and/or learning disabilities and, 

crucially, their families. Performances are specially designed to give those who otherwise 

might feel excluded the chance to experience live theatre.  

‘Relaxed Performances’ are designed to have a less formal, more supportive atmosphere in 

order to reduce anxiety levels. To achieve this, performances are adapted in a number of 

ways, including through hosting familiarisation pre-performance visits for families; training 

actors and front of house staff; cultivating an embracing attitude to audience movement and 

noise during the performance; adjusting light levels and special effects; and providing chill-

out spaces for families. 

Theatres have been selected based on the type of production on offer – a representative 

range of musicals, drama, comedy and pantomime – all of which are family friendly and 

appealing to a range of ages, in order to develop robust best practice for the theatre sector 

at large. A research team has been commissioned to assess the audience, staff and theatre 

experience, the findings of which will be disseminated to the sector and families in autumn 

2013 with the aim of encouraging regularly programmed relaxed performances across the 

UK in the future. 

Project partners are Society of London Theatre (SOLT), the Theatrical Management 

Association (TMA) and The Prince’s Foundation for Children & the Arts (Children & the 

Arts) with generous support provided by the Nancy Lurie Marks Family Foundation. The 

team is also working closely with partners from the autism sector, including The National 

Autistic Society. 

 
About The Prince’s Foundation for Children & the Arts 
The Prince's Foundation for Children & the Arts (Children & the Arts) transforms children's 

lives through participation in the arts. We use the arts to tackle educational disadvantage, 

caused by social and economic circumstances. 



 

Children & the Arts targets 'poverty of aspiration' by inspiring children to use the arts to build 

self-confidence and self-esteem and to nurture skills in communication, creativity, analysis 

and teamwork. Our funded programmes build lasting partnerships between schools and the 

cultural venues in their local area, enabling children to attend professional performances and 

exhibitions, and to benefit from enrichment activities both in-school and at the venue. 

 

Over 300,000 children have participated in our projects. 90% of our projects have continued 

to thrive well beyond the lifespan of our support. For more information and to support us 

please visit childrenandarts.org.uk    

 
 
About the Society of London Theatre 

The Society of London Theatre is the association which represents the producers, theatre 

owners and managers of the 52 major commercial and grant-aided theatres in central 

London. The organisation exists in order to promote theatregoing, develop audiences, and to 

serve, protect and promote the interests of those engaged in theatre across London, through 

activities including The Olivier Awards with MasterCard, TKTS ticket booth, the Official 

London Theatre guide, Theatre Tokens, West End LIVE and the promotions Kids Week and 

Get Into London Theatre. 

 
 
About the Theatrical Management Association 

Established in 1894, the TMA is a leading trade association representing the interests of and 

providing professional support for the performing arts in the UK.  Our members include 

theatres, multi-purpose venues, arts centres, concert halls, commercial producers, touring 

theatre, opera and ballet companies, sole traders and suppliers to the performing arts. 

www.tmauk.org.  Since 1991 the annual TMA Theatre Awards have celebrated the creative 

excellence and outstanding work seen in UK theatres each year. These awards were 

relaunched as the Theatre Awards UK in 2011. 

 
 
For further information on the Relaxed Performance Project please contact: 
 
Marcus Stanton 
The Prince’s Foundation for Children & the Arts 
Tel. 020 8617 0210 
Mob. 07900 891287 
Email.marcus_stanton@btopenworld.com 


