
 
 

NATIONAL THEATRE’S AWARD-WINNING PRODUCTION OF 
THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME 

TO OPEN NATIONWIDE TOUR IN SALFORD 
 

The National Theatre’s multi award-winning production of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-Time will begin a nationwide tour at The Lowry in Salford where it will play from 

18 December 2014 – 10 January 2015.  More tour dates will be announced in due course. 

 

Stockport-born Simon Stephens’ adaptation of Mark Haddon’s best-selling novel, The Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time received seven Olivier Awards last year, including Best 

New Play, Best Director, Best Lighting Design and Best Sound Design.  It also won the South Bank 

Sky Arts Award for Theatre and has been seen by over 200,000 people during its run in the West 

End. 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is directed by Marianne Elliott, who grew up 

in Manchester co-directed the National Theatre’s record-breaking production of War Horse which 

returns to the Lowry for nine weeks this summer, following its record-breaking run over Christmas.  

The production is designed by Bunny Christie, with lighting by Paule Constable, video design by 

Finn Ross, movement by Scott Graham and Steven Hoggett for Frantic Assembly, music by 

Adrian Sutton and sound by Ian Dickinson for Autograph.   

 

Julia Fawcett OBE, Chief Executive of The Lowry, said: “Simon Stephens’ adaptation of Mark 

Haddon’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is one of the most imaginative and 

unique theatrical adaptations of recent times and we are delighted to be opening the first 

performance of its UK tour here in Salford. The opportunity to present a multiple-Olivier award-

winning production of this calibre to North West audiences is something of which The Lowry is 

incredibly proud. It is also further proof of the mutual benefit of the longstanding and ever-growing 

partnership between ourselves and the National Theatre – which has brought some 22 productions 

to our stage, the last of which, War Horse, was the biggest in our history.” 



Christopher, fifteen years old, stands besides Mrs Shears’ dead dog.  It has been speared with a 

garden fork, it is seven minutes after midnight and Christopher is under suspicion. He records each 

fact in a book he is writing to solve the mystery of who murdered Wellington.  He has an 

extraordinary brain, and is exceptional at maths while ill-equipped to interpret everyday life.  He 

has never ventured alone beyond the end of his road, he detests being touched and distrusts 

strangers.  But his detective work, forbidden by his father, takes him on a frightening journey that 

upturns his world. 

 

Marianne Elliott is an Associate Director of the National Theatre where, in addition to War Horse,  

her productions have included The Light Princess, Port, Season’s Greetings, All’s Well that Ends 

Well, Harper Regan, Saint Joan (Olivier Award for Best Revival, South Bank Show Award for 

Theatre), and Pillars of the Community (Evening Standard Award for Best Director).  Marianne was 

consultant director on The Elephantom for the National Theatre and also recently directed Sweet 

Bird of Youth for the Old Vic with Kim Cattrall.   

 

Mark Haddon’s novel The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time was published in 2003. It 

was the winner of more than 17 literary awards, including prizes in Japan, Holland and Italy as well 

as the Whitbread Book of the Year Award in the UK in 2004, and was translated into 44 

languages. A Spot of Bother, published in 2006, was also an international bestseller. As well as 

writing fiction, Mark Haddon’s first work for the theatre, Polar Bears, was produced by the Donmar 

Warehouse in 2010. He has written 15 books for children, published a first collection of poetry in 

2005 and is an illustrator and award-winning screenwriter. The Red House, Mark Haddon’s new 

novel was recently published by Vintage in paperback.  

 

Simon Stephens’ play Blindsided recently premiered at the Royal Exchange in Manchester.  His 

play Port (originally produced at the Royal Exchange and also directed by Marianne Elliott) was 

revived at the National Theatre’s Lyttelton Theatre last year.  His other plays for the National are 

Harper Regan and On the Shore of the Wide World (co-production with Royal Exchange, 

Manchester: Olivier Award for Best New Play).  His many other plays include Three Kingdoms, 

Wastwater, Punk Rock, Seawall, Pornography, Country Music, Christmas and Herons; A 

Thousand Stars Explode in the Sky (co-written with Robert Holman and David Eldridge); an 

adaptation of Jon Fosse’s I Am the Wind and Motortown.  His version of A Doll’s House for the 

Young Vic transferred to the West End and then New York in 2014. Simon is an Associate at the 

Lyric, Hammersmith.  

 

Ticket prices for The Curious Incident  range from £15 - £41 (£3 booking fee may be applied when 

booking over the phone or online). 

 



For further information please contact Nada Zakula at the National Theatre on 020 7452 3046 

(07831 766086) or nzakula@nationaltheatre.org.uk 

 

 

Notes to Editors: 
 
 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time transferred to the West End after a sell-out 

run at the National’s Cottesloe Theatre in March 2012.  Its West End run was interrupted when part 

of the ceiling at the Apollo Theatre collapsed on 19 December 2014.  During February, the show is 

being performed ‘in the round’ in a stripped down version for East London schools and audiences 

from the local London community. The play will resume its West End run at the Gielgud 

Theatre in Shaftesbury Avenue in London on 24 June.  

 

An encore screening of the National Theatre Live broadcast of The Curious Incident of the Dog in 

the Night-Time, filmed during the play’s original run in the Cottesloe Theatre, will be shown in UK 

and international cinemas on 22 May with further screenings in following weeks. 

 

The  Broadway premiere of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time will open in New 

York in October this year. 

 

 


