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Counselor talks 

about the risks of 

alcohol poisoning.
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Editorial
State should let 

university handle 
professors, not make 

senseless laws
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SHOWCASESCHEDULE

Dr. Kenneith C. Green

Director/Founder, The Campus 

Computing Project

Lecture at 11 a.m. in UC 111

“Beginning the Third Decade: 

From Great Aspirations to 

assessment and Accountability”

UTM Faculty Displays

See how faculty members are 

utilizing technology in and out of 

the classroom.

Macromedia Breeze 

Webcast

Ellen Wagner, Director of 

Higher Education Strategy for 

Macromedia at 12:45 p.m. in 

UC 111.

Participants can register to win 

copies of Macromedia Studio, 

Contribute and Captivate

Xbox Gaming Tournament

Compete for great prizes featur-

ing Halo 2 in the UC Gameroom 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Industry Leading Vendors

Featuring representatives from 

Apple, HP, Dell, Dell Printer 

Division, Gateway, Howard, 

Matrix and more.

Prize Giveaways

Sign up early in the UTM 

Computer Store to win prizes.

MATTHEW MAXEY / The Pacer

State bill touted to protect students from biased teaching
‘Academic Freedom’ sparks debate

Samantha Young
News Editor

An “academic bill of rights” 
was proposed in the Tennessee 
legislature on Feb. 3.  Tennessee 
joins nine other states with such 
bills pending.  Only one state, 
Colorado, has passed such a 
bill. Another bill has been sent 
to committee in the U.S. House 
of Representatives.

These bills are based on the 
Academic Bill of Rights devel-
oped by David Horowitz, a con-
servative activist and found-
er of Students for Academic 
Freedom (SAF).  SAF is “con-
cerned about the treatment 
of conservative students as 
second class citizens and the 
abuse of the classroom by fac-
ulty who used their positions of 
authority as educators to pur-
sue political agendas,” accord-
ing to an article in Horowitz’s 
FrontPage Magazine.

Tennessee’s bill, introduced 
by Sen. Raymond Finney (R-
Maryville) and Rep. Stacey 
Campfield (R-Knoxville), seeks 
to “recognize students’ rights 
to academic freedom and rights 
to freedom from discrimina-
tion on the basis of political or 
religious beliefs.”  

The bill also seeks to “devel-
op, monitor and enforce a 
statewide institutional griev-
ance procedure” by which 
any student attending a state-
sponsored university may seek 
redress for any alleged viola-
tions of the rights specified by 
the bill.

Senate Bill 1117/House Bill 
432 lists these rights as:

• the right to expect that their 
academic freedom will not be 
infringed upon by instructors 

who create a hostile environ-
ment toward their political or 
religious beliefs or who intro-
duce controversial matter into 
the classroom or course work 
that is substantially unrelated 
to the subject of study;

• the right to expect that they 
will be graded solely on the 
basis of their reasoned answers 
and appropriate knowledge of 
the subjects they study and that 
they shall not be discriminated 
against on the basis of their 
political or religious beliefs;

• the right to expect that their 
academic institutions shall dis-
tribute student fee funds on 
a viewpoint-neutral basis and 
shall maintain a posture of 
neutrality with respect to sub-
stantive political or religious 
disagreements, differences, 
and opinions; and

• the right to be fully 
informed of their institutions’ 
grievance procedures for viola-
tions of academic freedom by 
means of notices prominently 
displayed in course catalogues, 
student handbooks, and on the 
institutional web site.

The reaction from faculty 
members has been less than 
positive.

“The teacher who avoids 
mentioning Charles Darwin in 
a science class hurts his stu-
dents,” said Dr. Daniel Pigg, 
professor of English and presi-
dent of the Faculty Senate.

Pigg also pointed out that 
such a bill would effectively 
ban using the Socratic method 
of teaching.  “Sometimes pro-
fessors say things just to shock 
students.  That’s been part of 
learning for a long time.”

Provost and Vice Chancellor 
for Academic Affairs Dr. Tom 
Rakes thinks the bill would 
prove redundant.

“It appears to me that our 
campus already has ample 
procedures and guidelines in 
place to ensure not only aca-
demic freedom but protection 
for both students and faculty,” 
Rakes said.

However, the idea of such 
an “academic bill of rights” 
has received a warm reception 
from some students.

“It sounds good to me,” 
said Jonathan Coble, a fresh-
man computer science major 
from Humboldt. “I don’t think 
they should discriminate on 
grades.”

Others support the bill in 
theory, but are concerned about 
limitations such a bill could 
put on professors’ speech.

“I think it could restrict [pro-
fessors] some, but there’s still 
other stuff they could talk 
about,” said Ethan Porter, a 
sophomore accounting major 
from Cordova.

What it means
The bill, if it becomes 

law, would allow 

students to file a formal 

complaint against a 

professor who teaches 

with a perceived  

religious or political 

bias.

Visit pacer.utm.edu for a 

full copy of the legislation.

Student Health

Concern builds 
over increased 
cases of flu

Kevin Teets
Senior Reporter

The flu bug has hit 
West Tennessee and is 
taking its toll on the stu-
dents at UTM. Student 
Health offers advice on 
how to prevent getting 
the flu.

Director of Student 
Health, Shannon Deal, 
said that Student Health 
has seen many students 
who have had the flu 
within the last two 
weeks. “Since Feb. 10, 
we have seen almost 200 
cases of the flu,” Deal 
said. This time of year 
Student Health usually 
only sees 24 patients 
a day. Now, Deal said 
they are seeing as high 
as 35 students daily.

Deal said that she 
is working closely 
with Vice Chancellor 
of Student Affairs Dr. 
Katie High and Vice 
Chancellor of Academic 
Affairs Dr. Tom Rakes 
to inform faculty of the 
risks that are involved 
when students attend 
classes while having the 
flu.

“They have been 
strongly encouraged to 
exhibit understanding 
for the students,” Deal 
said.

But, understanding 
does not necessarily 
mean your classes will 
be excused even if you 
have the flu. A campus 
announcement released 
on Banner from Rakes 
said that, “Faculty mem-
bers are not required 
to excuse a flu-related 
absence, but they will 
appreciate the fact that 
you took the time to 
seek treatment.”

Freshmen Jon-Michael 
St. Amant is one student 
who has experienced 
this first hand. Student 
Health diagnosed St. 
Amant with the flu ear-
lier this week.

“I have the flu and 
yesterday I still had to 
go take my math test 

because my professor 
won’t let me resched-
ule the test,” St. Amant 
said.

“I was told I couldn’t 
reschedule the test for 
a later date, only an 
earlier one,” St. Amant 
explains. “But, if I am 
sick, and can’t study, 
then how can I resched-
ule for an earlier date? 
And, if I am doing the 
whole class a favor by 
not infecting them and 
maybe even the teacher, 
shouldn’t I get a break?” 
St. Amant asks.

Deal said that if peo-
ple with the flu continue 
to go to class then the 
campus is not going to 
be able to beat the virus. 
“As long as students 
and staff continue to 
attend class and engage 
in activities while they 
are ill, the viruses will 
remain on campus,” 

Health Tips

For ways to prevent getting 

the flu, and to keep from 

spreading it, they offer these 

tips from http://cdc.gov:

Cover your nose and 

mouth with a tissue 

when you cough or 

sneeze—throw the 

tissue away after you 

use it. 

Wash your hands often 

with soap and water, 

especially after you 

cough or sneeze. If you 

are not near water, use 

an alcohol-based hand 

cleaner. 

Stay away as much as 

you can from people 

who are sick. 

If you get the flu, stay 

home from work or 

school. If you are sick, 

do not go near other 

people so that you 

don’t make them sick 

too. 

Try not to touch your 

eyes, nose, or mouth. 

Germs often spread 

this way.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

— See ‘Flu’ on Page 5

Student finds car, but  other valuables still lost
Will York

Asst. News Editor

Public Safety is investigating 
the Sunday evening theft of a 
vehicle from the UC parking lot.

The victim, a 23-year-old female 
UTM student, reported her green 
1992 Geo Storm missing at about 
5:30 p.m. on Sunday from a 30 
minute parking space in the UC 
parking lot after she recognized 
that her keys were missing.

The vehicle was recovered by 
UTM student Tamekia Dancy 
at Vowell and Sons Lumber 
Company, located at 1000 
Broadway St., at 6:06 p.m., but the 
victim reported that her car CD 
player, three textbooks, a black 
bag with sorority letters, a soror-
ity pin and sorority history book 
were missing. The victim also 
said the last photograph made of 
her mother before her death was 
missing.

The victim was attending the 
Founders’ Day program for the 
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority in 
Watkins Auditorium Sunday 

night. The sorority then left the 
auditorium and went outside to 
take a photograph, and the vic-
tim left her keys on the audio 
control desk in the auditorium. 
Later, she noticed her keys were 
missing.

“I really thought it was a joke,” 
the victim said. “I didn’t think it 
was gone for real.”

When officers arrived at  Vowell 
and Sons, where Dancy found 
the vehicle, they found that the 

keys to the car were missing. The 
keys were attached to a UTM 
student ID case and contained 
the victim’s student ID, driver’s 
license and two Union Planters 
bank cards.

The vehicle was valued at $3000, 
and the lost bag, books and CD 
player were valued at $350.

There are currently no leads 
or suspects in the case, but an 
investigation by Public Safety is 
ongoing.

Graphic STEPHEN YEARGIN / The Pacer

Tennessee lawmakers are 
joining in on a national 

move to keep controversial 
topics out of the classroom

Technology Showcase 
set for today in UC

Stephen Yeargin
Executive Editor

The UC will be abuzz 
today with the fourth 
annual 2005 Technology 
Showcase.

Headlining the event 
will Dr. Kenneth C. 
Green, director and 
founder of the “Campus 
Computing Project.” 
He will speak at 11 
a.m. in the Legislative 
Chambers (UC 111).

The “Campus Comp-
uting Project” is the larg-
est continuing study of 
the role of information 
technology in American 
higher education.

For the last four 
years, the Technology 
Showcase has brought 
hands-on examples of 
the latest in educational 
technology.

UTM professors will 

be on hand to demon-
strate how they use com-
puters in and out of the 
classroom to improve 
the learning process.

Local and national 
vendors from Apple, 
HP, Dell and others will 
also be on hand.

Ellen Wagner, Director 
of higher education strat-
egy for Macromedia, Inc. 
will be on hand at 12:45 
p.m. to give a presenta-
tion on the Macromedia 
Breeze Webcast, a soft-
ware tool used for  cre-
ating online demonstra-
tion.

For a little bit of fun, the 
Technology Showcase 
will also feature an Xbox 
Gaming Tournament. 
Participants will be 
competing for various 
prizes.

The event is sponsored 
by the UTM ITC.

Source: Instructional Technology Center 

and Computer Store
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Editorial: Stick with 

‘academic freedoms’ 

that we already enjoy

Our View

Agape House
Pregnancy Care Center

Think you might be pregnant?
Considering Abortion? Call us First!

731-588-0305 or 731-884-0029
All Services Free and Confidential

210 Oakland Street - Martin
345 Harrison Street - Union City

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

DINNER

Tuesday - Monday
  March 1-7, 2005

TUES WED THUR FRI SAT SUN MON
French 
Toast
Sticks

Omelets to 
Order

Buttermilk 
Pancakes

Omletes to 
Order

French 
Toast
Sticks

Omelets to 
Order

French 
Toast

Omelets to 
Order

Buttermilk 
Pancakes

Omelets to 
Order

Deli bar is available each day.

Deli bar is available each day.

Classic

Fire

Grill

Ice

Pizza

Classic

Fire

Grill

Pizza

Chicken Nuggets Tater Tot 
Casserole

Sloppy Joe Parmesan Over 
Fried Cod

Sausage Patties

Patty Melt Chicken Patty 
Sandwich

Grilled Turkey Melt Chicken Patty 
Sandwich

Beef & Broccoli 
Stirfry

Chicken 
Jambalaya

Focaccia Turkey 
Sandwich

Beef & Caramalized 
Onions

Beef Fajitas

Meatlover's Pizza Mexica Beef 
 Pizza

Hot Italian 
Sausage Pizza

Bacon Ranch 
Ultimate Pizza

Cheese & 
Pepperoni

Pasta Toss  is available each day.

Country Fried 
Steak w. Cream 

Gravy

Chicken Tortilla 
Casserole

Southern-style 
Meatloaf

Chicken Patty 
Parmesan

Chicken Fried 
Steak w. Cream 

Gravy

Spaghetti & 
Meatballs w. 

Sauce

BBQ Pork Cutlet

Patty Melt Chicken Patty 
Sandwich

Grilled Turkey 
Melt

Chicken Patty 
Sandwich

Beef & Cheese 
Quesadilla w. 
Herb Mayo

Ham & Potato 
Casserette

Huevos 
Rancheros

Surimi Sicilian

Meatlover's Pizza Mexica Beef 
 Pizza

Hot Italian 
Sausage Pizza

Bacon Ranch 
Ultimate Pizza

Pepperoni & 
Cheese Pizza

Chicken Patty 
Sandwich

Nachos Supreme 
w. Beef

Seafood Salad 
Wrap

Buffalo Chicken 
Salad Wrap

California BLT 
Wrap

Beef Tuscany

Cheese & 
Pepperoni

BBQ Chicken 
Pizza

Chicken Patty 
Sandwich

Pepperoni & 
Cheese Pizza

BBQ Chicken 
Pizza

Frizzled Ham Smothered South-
ern Pork Chop

Veggie Nachos

Submit ‘Letters to the Editor’
http://pacer.utm.edu/viewpoints/ltte.php

This week’s Counselor’s 
Corner, normally writ-
ten by Dr. Jennifer Levy, is 
guest-authored by Mr. Chuck 
Daum. Mr. Daum is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor with 
UTM’s Counseling and Career 
Services, specializing in sub-
stance abuse issues.

Since the beginning of 
the school year, nine young 
people on college campuses 
throughout the U.S. have lost 
their lives to alcohol poison-
ing. We at UTM have felt we 
are immune to this epidemic, 
but as the story on the front 
page of The Pacer a couple of 
weeks ago shows, we are not. 
By a stroke of luck, a young 
woman was saved from the 
most dire consequence of 
excessive drinking - death. 

As a counselor specializing 
in substance abuse issues, I 
have seen that few students 
are aware of the dangers 
of excessive use of alcohol. 
Many don’t realize that too 
much alcohol can kill. 

Alcohol is a central ner-
vous system depressant. 
It starts affecting a person 
from the first drink taken. 
It affects the person’s judg-
ment, coordination and eye-
sight. As the blood alcohol 
level rises, heart rate and 
breathing begin to slow to 
dangerous levels. Alcohol 
affects people differently 
depending on their gender 
and weight, as well as other 
factors such as what they 
have had to eat, mood, medi-
cations and genetic predis-
position. Alcohol poisoning 
becomes a danger when peo-
ple drink large quantities in 
a short period of time.

One of the reasons many 
students end up with alco-
hol poisoning is their use of 

hard liquor, such as vodka, 
gin or whiskey. When drink-
ing “shots,” it is very easy 
to drink six, seven or more 
drinks per hour. Drinking 
games also contribute to 
large quantities of alcohol 
being consumed. Jello shots 
may taste good and make 
you feel good, but they are 
dangerous. To help avoid 
alcohol poisoning, don’t 
drink liquor and don’t par-
ticipate in drinking games. 
This is not to say that beer or 
wine are harmless. A 12-oz. 
can of beer or a 6 oz. glass 
of wine contain just as much 
alcohol as a shot of liquor. 
However, it is easier to con-
sume dangerous quantities 
of alcohol before you realize 
it if you are drinking hard 
liquor.

If you are at a party and 
find someone who is passed 
out, how do you know if he 
or she is suffering from alco-
hol poisoning? Symptoms 
of alcohol poisoning are: 
unconsciousness; inability 
to wake up; cold, clammy, 
unusually pale or bluish skin 
or breathing difficulties. If 
someone is breathing less 
than eight times a minute, or 
has a delay of ten seconds or 
more between breaths, this is 
a serious danger sign. A per-
son who vomits while passed 
out and does not wake up 
during or after the vomit-
ing episode is in a medical 
crisis, because he or she can 
die from inhaling particles 

of vomit into the lungs. 
If you suspect alcohol poi-

soning, call 911 immediate-
ly! Do not leave the person 
alone. Turn the person onto 
his or her side. Watch their 
breathing. If you know CPR, 
perform as needed. Stand by 
your decision and look out 
for the safety of your friends.  
Always err on the side of 
safety. College students die 
every year because their 
friends think they are just 
“sleeping it off” and leave 
them alone when they are 
going into alcohol poison-
ing.

Here at UTM, we have 
formed an Alcohol Issues 
Task Force. Chaired by 
staff from Counseling and 
Career Services, it includes 
representatives from the 
Departments of Athletics, 
Housing, Health and Human 
Performance, Student 
Life and Student Health. 
Community representatives 
from Baptist Hospital in 
Union City and the Martin 
Police Department, along 
with students from several 
different organizations on 
campus round out the mem-
bership. It is the mission of 
the Task Force to recommend 
strategies to reduce under-
age drinking and high-risk 
drinking by UTM students. 

As many of you know, the 
Martin Police Department 
has received a grant to 
reduce underage drink-
ing and has become more 
aggressive in its enforcement 
of laws prohibiting underage 
drinking. As a consequence, 
those under the age of 21 are 
no longer allowed in many 
local bars, even if they are 
not drinking alcohol. More 
underage arrests are being 
made, and young people 

are aware of the presence of 
police officers in these estab-
lishments. Chief Moore of the 
Martin Police Department is 
a representative on the Task 
Force and reports the com-
munication with the campus 
has greatly improved. 

The staff of UTM’s 
Counseling and Career 
Services is developing pro-
grams to reduce alcohol use 
by freshman and to educate 
them about different aspects 
of high-risk drinking and 
the dangers involved. In con-
junction with the Office of 
Student Life, the Counseling 
Center is trying to get 
chapters of GAMMA and 
BACCHUS started on cam-
pus. These are leadership 
organizations that are devot-
ed to alcohol awareness and 
abuse prevention. They also 
address issues of impaired 
driving, sexual responsibili-
ty, marijuana and other drug 
use, eating disorders and 
tobacco use prevention. This 
is done by the use of peer 
educators. GAMMA is the 
organization affiliated with 
Greek organizations and 
BACCHUS is open to any 
student. If anyone is inter-
ested in becoming part of 
either of these groups, please 
contact either Student Life 
(881-7527) or the Counseling 
Center (881-7720). You can 
also find information on the 
national website, www.bac-
chusgamma.org.    

Hopefully, through these 
and other efforts, we can 
reduce the likelihood of 
another alcohol poisoning 
incident such as the one that 
happened recently and we 
can work to ensure the safe-
ty of all UTM students. 

Chuck Daum 
Counseling 
& Career 
Services

Death in a bottle: Counselor weighs in on issues

We are profoundly dis-
turbed by the Tennessee 
Legislature’s consideration 
of a student “Academic Bill 
of Rights.”

The legislation, House 
Bill 432 and its companion 
Senate Bill 1117, is part of a 
national trend. On its sur-
face, a student bill of rights 
sounds like a good idea 
– students can safely voice 
their opinions without fear 
of reprisal; students can have 
grievance procedures to fol-
low when they believe bias 
has occurred; and students 
can expect their work to be 
evaluated fairly.

But  students already have 
all those protections: just look 
at UTM’s Faculty Handbook, 
which says: “Every faculty 
member has the responsi-
bility to discharge his/her 
duties in a fair and conscien-
tious manner in accordance 
with standards generally 
recognized within the aca-
demic community,” includ-
ing basing evaluations upon 
professional judgment and 
avoiding consideration “of 
factors such as race, color, 
religion, sex, age, national 
origin, handicap, political or 
cultural affiliation, (etc.).”

So why do we need an 
Academic Bill of Rights? We 
believe it is because certain 
lawmakers, in Tennessee and 

elsewhere, wish to cripple 
the ability of faculty mem-
bers to encourage individual 
and independent thought 
along with lively debate on 
issues of the day.

Academic freedom of fac-
ulty and students is the bed-
rock of higher education. 
However, if the Academic 
Bill of Rights is passed, the 
very dialogue we embrace 
will become watered down, 
at best. Any idea that might 
offend a student won’t be safe 
for a professor to express. 
Those professors who don’t 
play by the new rules can 
be sued and punished. The 
environment once dominat-
ed by scholarly standards 
will now be dominated by 
courts, administrative poli-
cies and the political mores 
of the day.

What would amount to 
unlimited “academic free-
dom” for students may very 
well become enslavement for 
academia.  We stand behind 
our professors’ right to run 
their classrooms as they see 
fit, without interference from 
backward bureaucrats in 
Nashville. Sen. Finney, Rep. 
Campfield and a host of rep-
resentatives should worry 
more about adequately pay-
ing the professors we have 
before they start telling them 
how to teach.



GET SQUARED AWAY

Take care of all your
graduation needs at once.

Where:  Bradley Books Company
   (118 Hurt Street • 587-1986)

When:           March 21-22, 2005

Time:   10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Offering:  • Personalized graduation announcements
   • Cap and gowns
   • And class rings!
   • Class ring prices start at $199!

LOWEST PRICES ON  
ALL PRODUCTS!

ANNOUNCING A GRADUATION  

SERVICES EVENT
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Letters to the Editor
SGA president calls on all 
students to consider service

I have thoroughly enjoyed 
being your Student Body 
President for the past year. 
I love UT Martin and am 
extremely grateful for all of 
the support I have received 
during my tenure. However, 
as my term nears an end, 
we must all begin to focus 
on the future of our Student 
Government Association. 

Since we now have the 
highest enrollment ever 
at UT Martin our Student 
Senate seats have been 
adjusted and there will soon 
be an unprecedented 23 seats 
available. These are 23 amaz-
ing opportunities. 

As a Senator you will rep-
resent the students within 
your own academic college 
and will possess all the leg-
islative powers of the entire 
student body. The future 
and success of the Student 

Government Association 
will soon belong to those 
who chose to run for Student 
Senate and who shall ulti-
mately represent the entire 
student body.

So, I strongly encourage you 
to pick up the 2005 Elections 
Packet today either in the 
SGA Office (214 University 
Center) or online at http://
sga.utm.edu.

Dusty Dean
Student Body President

Huntingdon

Weakley County Red Cross 
thanks greeks, campus

The Weakley County 
Chapter of the American 
Red Cross was honored to 
receive a wonderful dona-
tion during the Greekfest 
Awards night.

There are no words to 

adequately express our most 
sincere appreciation to all the 
greeks and greek councils as 
well as to Shawn Nanney 
and his Leaders in Residence 
class for all they did for us.

We also thank Melanie 
Young’s Freshman 
Experience Class for all they 
did for us.

These donations came at a 
time when they were needed 
very much. You threw us a 
lifeline and long after you 
have forgotten us, we will 
remember you.

We are very proud to be 
associatied with the fine stu-
dents at UTM. Your willing-
ness to help others is expla-
ry.

Again, we extend our most 
sincere thanks to all of you.

Cindy Young
Chapter Manager,

Weakley County ARC



University Relations

The Students In Free En-
terprise (SIFE) organization 
at the UTM recently received 
a grant of $5,000 from the 
Marcus Foundation to fund 
a program for economically 
challenged high school stu-
dents in the northwest Ten-
nessee area, primarily in 
Weakley, Obion, Carroll and 
Henry counties.

The program, Students 
and Educators for Regional 
Entrepreneurship (SERE), 
will benefit these students 
by teaching them the neces-
sary skills to positively im-
pact their own lives and to 
use their knowledge to help 
others in the community. The 
program will focus on a co-
operative effort between fac-

ulty and students in six area 
high schools, with help from 
the UT Martin SIFE organi-
zation.

One UTM SIFE commit-
tee member will be assigned 
to each school to aid in the 
success and instruction of 
students. SERE students will 
receive direct instruction by 
SIFE members on the free 
enterprise system and entre-
preneurship. SERE students 
will be divided into teams to 
develop service projects de-
signed to positively impact 
the surrounding community 
and gain practical applica-
tion knowledge of the curric-
ulum. These projects will be 
presented to a panel of area 
business professionals at the 
end of the year. SERE teams 
also will have the opportu-

nity to compete against each 
other creating mock busi-
nesses and developing vari-
ous products and services.

SIFE members will men-
tor SERE students based on 
the needs of each individual.  
Each student will receive help 
in his or her contribution to 
the SERE team, assistance in 
academics and counseling on 
higher education, specific to 
the individual’s interests.  As 
SERE members enter their 
last two years of high school, 
they will be prepared for exit 
exams, the college applica-
tion process and scholarship 
opportunities.

“My philosophy for ad-
vising revolves around the 
fact that the students are in 
charge. The year is half over 
and I am proud to report 

that this organization has 
recruited more than 50 mem-
bers this year from across 
campus, produced outstand-
ing speakers for the fall en-
trepreneur day and wri�en 
a grant for expanding SIFE 
ideals into our area high 
schools. It is amazing what 
these students can accom-
plish if we will step back and 
allow them to take the lead,” 
said Dr. Michael Boyd, UTM 
assistant professor of man-
agement and interim SIFE 
adviser.

For more information about 
SIFE or the SERE program, 
contact Erich Stogner, UTM 
SIFE president, at (731) 881- 
8982 or erichstogner@esife.
org.
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Communications Banquet

Tickets for the Communica-
tions Department Awards and 
Recognitions Banquet are on sale 
now through March 24 at the UC 
Information Desk. The banquet 
will be held at 11:30 a.m. Friday, 
April 1, in the UC Ballroom. 
Tickets for the banquet buffet are 
$10 each.

Design Opportunity

UTM students will be the first 
in a three-year cycle that will 
be able to design the UT system 
winter holiday greeting card. 
The card will be sent out by UT 
system president Dr. John Pe-
tersen during the Christmas 2005 
holiday. 

Any full-time student at UTM 

is eligible to submit a design by 
April 15, 2005. The design should 
reflect the UT system or UTM 
instead of the state of Tennessee, 
and should have a secular and 
culturally inclusive design.

There will be 3-5 designs sent 
to Petersen, who will then choose 
the final design. The student 
whose design is chosen will re-
ceive a suitable award. The UTM 
campus and designer will also 
receive recognition on the card. 

For more information, contact 
the SGA office at (731) 881-7794.

English Society Film Series

The English Society will be 
hosting the film “Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off” at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 3 in Watkins Auditorium.

Faculty Women’s Club

The Faculty Women’s Club will 
host a luncheon on March 9 in 
observance of Women’s History 
Month.  The guest speaker will 
be Tracey Sharp, editor of the 
Weakley County Press, speaking 
on “Women in Media.”  Serving 
will start at 11:30 a.m. UC 206, 
with the speaker to begin at 12:15 
p.m.  

Tickets are $10 and can be pur-
chassed from the UC Information 
Desk. For free child care during 
the event, call Annie Schommer 
at (731) 588-0794 by March 6. For 
more information, call Penny 
Moser at (731) 588-5766.

Gamma Kappa Pi Dinner & 
Silent Auction

The sisters of Gamma Kappa 
Pi will hold a dinner and silent 
auction to benefit LeBonheur 
Children’s Hospital. The event 
will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 6 in the UC Ballroom.  All 
are invited to enjoy a meal and 
bid on prizes. Tickets are $15 and 
can be purchased from any sister.

For more information please 
contact Jessica Torrento at (615) 
513-2443.

Philosophy Forum

The UTM Philosophy Forum 
presents Dr. Stephen Griffith, 
professor at Lycoming College 
in Williamsburgh, Penn.  Griffith 
will give a lecture called “Mira-

cles and the Shroud of Turin,” at 
7 p.m. today in UC 230 B&C.

SABER Meeting

The next SABER meeting will 
be held at 6 p.m. today in UC 
229.

Upcoming Campus Interviews

University Directories will 
be interviewing applicants on 
Thursday, March 3 for a paid 
internship position as a sales 
and marketing representative in 
Martin.

For more information or to 
schedule an interview, please 
contact Employment Information 
Services, UC 215. 

The information contained in this report is taken directly from public records distributed by the UTM 
Department of Public Safety. DPS  can be contacted by calling (731) 881-7777.

Police Report
12:17 p.m., Feb. 21
University Center

Subjects were repo�ed to be blocking entrances 
around the cafeteria, and dispersed when the officer 
arrived.

12:43 p.m.,Feb. 21
Business Administration Bldg.

A subject was reported to be feeling faint.  She was 
treated at the scene by EMS and then transported to 
Student Health.

2:43 p.m., Feb. 21
Bob Carroll Football Bldg.

A piece of equipment could not be accounted for dur-
ing an inventory and was sent to a surplus sale.

7:30 a.m., Feb. 22
University Courts

A student  was arrested for domestic assault and jailed 
at the Weakley County Sheriff’s Office.

9:24 a.m., Feb. 25
University St.

A motorist was issued a citation for a crosswalk viola-
tion and was referred to Martin city court.

1:35 p.m., Feb. 25
Ag Pavilion

A visitor reported a verbal confrontation with another 
visitor.  The report is on file.

1:06 a.m., Feb. 26
Martin Place

A subject was cited for violation of the drinking age 
law and was referred to General Sessions Court.

1:20 p.m., Feb. 27
Lot 19, Browning Hall

A subject reported their vehicle involved in a hit and 
run accident.  Investigation continues.

5:26 p.m., Feb. 27
Lot 5, University Center

A subject reported her vehicle stolen.  The vehicle was 
later found downtown, but the CD player and other 
items were missing.  Investigation continues.

5:51 p.m., Feb. 27
Lot 19, Browning Hall

A subject reported their vehicle involved in a hit and 
run accident.  Investigation continues.

Neena Shetsky
Staff Writer

The UTM Collegiate FFA 
celebrated the National FFA 
Week with their second an-
nual UTM National FFA 
Goodwill Tour Banquet held 
on Monday, Feb. 21, in the 
UC Ballroom.

Every year during the Na-
tional FFA Week, the Ten-
nessee Association FFA 
State Officers travel across 
the state to promote the Na-
tional FFA and the Tennessee 
Association FFA. This year, 
four state officers a�ended 
the UTM banquet: West Ten-
nessee Vice President Becky 
Dykes, East Tennessee Vice 
President John David Bor-
ing, State Sentinel Michael 
Coley, and State President 
Adam Tipton.

Keynote speaker for the 
evening was Dr. LeeRoy 
Kiesling, a former UT Mar-
tin professor and 
Professor Emeri-
tus. Dr. Kiesling 
talked about leader-
ship and how being 
a part of the FFA 
help him develop 
the skills needed 
to be successful 
in the agricul-
ture industry and 
in his life in gen-
eral. Dr. Kiesling 
became the Chair of 
the Department of Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources 
a�er being a Professor of 
Occupational Education. Dr. 
Kiesling was a specialist in 
Agricultural Education and 
worked for the FFA and as 
Tennessee State Commander 

of the American Legion.
FFA Western Regional Vice 

President Brian Hogue from 
Arizona State 

University was 
also a speaker. 

He spoke on 
the famous blue 

jacket that FFA 
members wear 
and its impor-
tance. Former 
Middle Ten-
nessee Vice 

President Allie 
Shrum and for-

mer West Tennes-
see Vice President Leanne 

Quinn did a presentation on 
what exactly the UTM Colle-
giate FFA does for the school 
and the community. 

Pamela Bartholomew, 
UTM Collegiate FFA presi-
dent, said, “Collegiate FFA 

is one of the largest agricul-
tural organizations on the 
UTM campus having 60 paid 
members. The UTM Colle-
giate FFA is an extension of 
High School FFA programs 
except for one very impor-
tant thing, you don’t have 
to be an agriculture major, 
taken an agriculture class, 
or even been in FFA in High 
School to be a part of the or-
ganization. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed by time spent in the 
UTM Collegiate FFA. Being 
president has been only one 
of the wonderful experiences 
I have achieved during my 
time as a member of FFA.”

There have been six past 
National FFA officers that are 
currently a�ending UTM and 
one present officer, Christo-
pher Cherry from Hender-
son, Tenn. 

UTM FFA celebrates National FFA Weeknews, briefly

Will York
Asst. News Editor

Two UTM students were ar-
raigned yesterday on charg-
es of vandalism for shooting 
cars with paintballs.

Adam Reeves, 18, of Union 
City, and Winstin Thomas, 
19, of Eads, both freshmen, 
were arrested at about 11:30 
a.m. last Thursday at the 
Martin Place apartments. 
Four Martin Place residents 
informed Martin Police De-
partment dispatchers that 
vehicles had been shot with 
paintballs during the night 
near building number 200.

Patrol Officer Stacy Bost-

wick arrived at the scene and 
found that seven vehicles 
were shot during the night. 
Further investigation re-
vealed that the two suspects 
shot the vehicles with paint-
ball guns, and Reeves and 
Thomas both admi�ed to Of-
ficer Bostwick that they had 
shot the vehicles.

Four vehicles sustained 
damage, while the other 
three only required washing 
with water.

Reeves and Thomas will 
be tried in Weakley County 
General Sessions Court at 
8:30 a.m. on April 6. Both will 
be prosecuted by the District 
A�orney’s Office.

Two brush with police 
after paintball incident

SIFE earns grant to aid high school students
Brannon declared 
PSE’s ‘UTM Idol’

Jessica Spicer
Chi Omega Correspondent

Lauren Brannon, a senior 
marketing major from Ala-
mo, claimed the 2005 UTM 
Idol title for the second year 
in a row for her performance 
of “I Heard it through the 
Grapevine.” 

The event was sponsored 
by Pi Sigma Epsilon (PSE), a 
national sales and marketing 
fraternity at UTM.

Erica McGregor, a fresh-
man communications Clarks-
ville, and Joel Malin, a junior 
music major from South Ful-
ton, took home first runner-
up for their duet, “Audience 
of One.” 

Emily Essary, freshman 
chemistry major from Dy-
ersburg, was named second 
runner-up for her perfor-
mance of “The First Cut is 
the Deepest.”

The contestants performed 
and were voted on by the au-
dience. The audience’s vote 
determined the winners. 
The sisters of Chi Omega 
received the Participation 
Award at the event, which 
contributed to their points 
for 2006 Greekfest. 

During intermission, Jaida 
Cooke, a junior elementary 
education major from Crock-
e� Mills, commented, “Lau-
ren Brannon was my favor-
ite, because the song she sang 
seemed to fit her personality 
well. She appeared to really 
have fun singing it.”

“I enjoyed the experience 
of UTM Idol, I have been 
singing since I was six years 
old and I aspire to one day 
actually be a contestant on 

American Idol,” said Melvin 
Isabel, a senior music educa-
tion major from Cordova. 

The UTM Idol competi-
tion had a variety of styles 
and songs presented to the 
crowd. The show was also 
broadcast live on WUTM 
90.3 FM.

“I think it is great that an 
organization on campus can 
get students involved and 
have such a good turnout” 
said Pamela Bartholomew, a 
senior agriculture education 
major from Decaturville.

“We were pleased with 
the turnout of contestants 
and the audience. The num-
bers for each rose more than 
double from last year,” said 
Beth Grissom, Vice President 
of finance of PSE and a junior 
accounting and marketing 
major from South Fulton.

“Our goals this year for 
UTM Idol were to showcase 
the talent of the student body 
as well as to raise funds for 
PSE national conference,” 
said Bynum. 

The UTM PSE chapter will 
a�end the National PSE con-
ference, March 2-3, in Miami, 
Fla.

“UTM Idol was a great op-
portunity to allow each of 
the contestants to show their 
vocal abilities. However, the 
show could not have been 
such a success with out the 
support of our members and 
the university,” said Jake By-
num, president of PSE and a 
junior marketing major from 
Dresden.
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Deal said.

Despite the rumors that are going around 

on campus, there is no plan to cancel 

any classes according to Chancellor Nick 

Dunagan. “We will, of course, continue to 

monitor the situation, but canceling classes 

would be a last-resort strategy to beat the 

flu,” Dunagan said.

Student Health said that flu shots are no 

longer available.

Because of the increase in patients, Deal 

said that students need to make appoint-

ments to visit Student Health in the early 

morning to ease strain on the center.

“We are experiencing an extremely high 

volume of patients and this is unavoidable. 

However, our wait is considerably less than 

a private physician’s office and the ER,” Deal 

adds.

As for the outlook on whether the flu is 

decreasing or increasing with the last few 

weeks Deal said, “Unfortunately, the num-

ber of students we are seeing with the flu is 

increasing, not decreasing.”

Symptoms of the flu include fever, head-

ache, tiredness, cough, sore throat, runny or 

stuffy nose and body aches. Vomiting and 

diarrhea can occur, but are more common in 

children.

Student Health Services is located at the 

southeast corner of campus between Cooper 

and the new housing construction. on the 

corner of Lee and Jeffress. They can be 

reached at 881-7750 or 881-7751

Flu: Continued from Cover
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Abney, Hobbs art exhibit currently on display in Fine Arts Gallery
Mary Beth Lewis

Staff Writer

Family, friends and faculty 
gathered for the opening of 
Brannon Hobbs and Michael 
Abney’s art exhibit, which 
began on Tues., Feb.  15, in 
the fine arts gallery. Both 
exhibits will run for two 
weeks.  

Christopher Turner, a senior 
Communications major from 
Memphis, explained the air 
in the room by saying, “The 
art exhibit shows that all the 
hard work has paid off.” 

Hobbs, a senior from 
Germantown, chose a poster 
he had designed for Phi Beta 
Sigma Week of 2003 as his 
favorite piece. “I love this 
piece because of my love for 
the 1960s and the 70s dem-
onstrated in the use of retro 
type characters used in the 
poster.” 

His exhibit entitled  
“Philosophical Creativity” 
includes many posters com-
pleted for different organi-
zations on campus, as well 
as a wonderful display of 
craftsmanship and personal-
ity shown in different ways. 
Each piece stands alone in 
a unique, mature way.  The 

poster announcing the event 
draws you in, not only to the 
event itself, but to a certain 
time era or place, becom-
ing part of the art in the 
poster.  When asked who 
his inspiration was for the 
work, Hobb’s said, “I was 

inspired by poster artists 
of the 60’s and 70’s such as 
Lee Conklin, Stanley Mouse, 
Alton Kelley and Bob Masse. 
They created psychedelic 
posters for rock concerts at 
Fillmore Auditorium in San 
Francisco, California. Their 

posters intertwined text 
and figures. They created 
very innovative and unique 
designs.”  

Terrance Shaw, a Criminal 
Justice major from Memphis, 
felt that Hobbs’s work “exem-
plifies what art is and is 

expressed by its 
simplicity.” 

Abney’s favor-
ite piece he has 
chosen to display 
is a lamp made 
from an old com-
puter screen. “It 
was a reflection 
of myself, of the 
creativity in the 
art and also my 
work on comput-
ers,” Abney said.  

Fellow graphic 
design major 
Will Cook said, 
“Abney’s work 
combines  sim-
plistic design, 
a good sense of 
humor and good 
p h o t o g r a p h i c 
sense to create 
a great whole.”   
Abney’s exhibit 
includes not only 
graphic design 
work, but also 
many selections 

of pottery and clay. 
Another unique piece is 

a fisherman designed from 
intertwined wire molded in 
the form of the man. The 
photography work done by 
Abney shows that art can 

be funny.  Many pictures 
are recreations of covers 
from magazines such as The 
National Enquirer. A large 
number of Abney’s work 
uses humor, but several 
pieces  have a serious side,  
with each showing the great 
talent Abney has for graph-
ic design and photography. 
Abney is from Martin and 
will graduate in May with a 
degree in Graphic Design. 

When Diane Shaw, Asst. 
Art Professor, was asked to 
comment on the student art 
exhibit from a professional’s 
point of view,  she said, “The 
one thing that I noticed about 
Brannon’s work is the consis-
tency.  That is something that 
an artist of any type needs to 
develop.  It shows a sense of 
direction in the work. With 
regard to Michael’s work, I 
particularly was impressed 
with his ceramic pieces.  
They were well thought out 
in design and different.  I am 
particularly fond of hand-
built pieces because of their 
uniqueness. Overall, both 
shows were tastefully done.”

MARY BETH LEWIS/The Pacer MARY BETH LEWIS/The Pacer

Michael Abney with Hobb’s godmother looking at his art 

that is currently on display in the Fine Arts Gallery.

Brandon Hobbs poses with his Phi 

Beta Sigma 2003 poster along with 

his other works currently on display.

Choctaw Drum Group gave inspirational performance at Civil Rights Conference
Jessica Spicer

Staff Writer

The Choctaw Drum Group  
performed a variety of musi-
cal expressions for students, 
faculty and the commu-
nity during the 2005 Civil 
Rights Conference held at 
the UTM. 

The show featured the Shuti 
Ikbe tribe, better known as 
the Choctaw Drum Group, 
which consists of Cubert Bell 
Jr., leader of the group and 
his younger relatives.

All events for the day 
were in honor of Tennessee 
Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs Evangeline “Van” 

Lynch, who has been ill and 
recently underwent surgery. 
The evening began as guests 
entered Watkins Auditorium 
during the performance of 
J.J. Kent’s playing the flute.

The Choctaw Drum Group 
then entered the stage  bring-
ing in a huge, round drum, 
then sang songs while play-
ing the drum. One drum-
mer started the song and the 
rest of the group joined in. 
The group that performed 
consisted of seven men, all 
of different ages. The songs 
were sung in a high tone and 
volume. 

One special healing song 
and dance was performed by 

the group. The story of the 
healing song began many 
years ago when an elderly 
grandmother prayed to the 
heavens, begging for a cure 
for her sick grandchild. She 
was told that to help with the 
sickness of her granddaugh-
ter she needed to gather 
enough shells for every day 
of the year, place a prayer 
in each one and assemble 
them together. She did this 
and her granddaughter was 
healed. 

The Choctaw Drum Group 
decided to do the healing 
song and dance in honor of 
Lynch. The group was accom-
panied by dancer, Nikki Bell 

who was dressed in a red 
ensemble with shells in a 
wrapping pattern at the bot-
tom of her skirt. She accom-
panied the group by dancing 
to the beat of the drum.

“The healing song was 
really interesting. The dancer 
and the group all showed so 
much passion in their songs 
and dance,” said Jennifer 
Spencer, a junior Education 
major from Cordova.

The last song performed 
by the group was in honor of 
Lynch as well. The lead sing-
er of the group announced 
that he had composed the 
song and felt Lynch gave 
him the encouragement to 

do so. 
The group proposed that 

the audience come by and 
give Lynch a hand during 
the song. Throughout the 
final song members from the 
crowd came to the front of 
the auditorium to greet her.

“I enjoyed the show. I 
think it is always interest-
ing to experience things 
from a variety of cultures,” 
said Jenna Black, a freshman 
Elementary Education major 

from Alamo.
The Choctaw Drum Group 

concluded their performance 
and Lynch’s daughter and 
husband expressed their 
gratitude to the group.

For more information about 
the group, contact Dr. Brent 
Cox, organizer of the 2005 
Civil Rights Conference, at 
bcox@utm.edu. 

Collegiate Concert Choir:

A vocal celebration of civil rights

Cheng-ho Chen
Staff Writer

The Collegiate Choir 
Concert was an event that 
celebrated African-American 
history. It was held on 
Wed., Feb 23 at Watkins 
Auditorium during the Civil 
Rights Conference.

The Collegiate Choir 
showed the audience how 
civil rights was connected 
with choir. During the time 
of slavery, slaves were hop-
ing to be freed and showed 
their emotions by singing. 
The choir consisted of UTM 
students. 

“I thought tonight was a 
good event to make people 
aware of one another,” said  
Alvin Summers, Instructor 
of Gospel and Choir.

“The program was very 
entertaining as well as spiritu-
ally uplifting,” said  Anthony 
Braswell, a senior Nursing 
major from Westmoreland, 
Tenn. “The choir members 
were extremely talented and 

did an excellent job.”
Youree Maddox, a junior  

Fashion Merchandising 
major from Union City, 
Tenn., said, “I believed that 
we performed very well.”

“Equality is still some-
thing that is desperately 
needed and the program 
brought a diverse group of 
people together to share an 
awesome experience,” said 
performer Steven Mitchell, a 
senior Public Relations major 
from Memphis, Tenn.

Heather Ivie, a freshmen 
Athletic Training major from 
Dyer, Tenn., said, “Black 
history should be a part of 
everyone. It shouldn’t mat-
ter what color we are. We all 
have overcome obstacles in 
our lives just as our ances-
tors did.”

“I think we did an amazing 
job,” said performer Mary 
Cheers, a senior Psychology 
major from Memphis, Tenn. 
“I had a great time learn-
ing and performing with the 
choir.”

Flutist Tommy Wildcat performs 

at Civil Rights Conference
Brandon Reed

Staff Writer

Native American Flutist 
of the Year Tommy Wildcat 
headlined the American 
Indian Day as a part of the 
Fifth Annual Civil Rights 
Conference.

Wildcat is an accomplished  
Cherokee flutist from 
Tahlequah, Oka., who has 
recorded seven full length 
albums under the record 
label Warrior Records. 
Wildcat is widely known 
as a traveling flute player, 
flute maker, lecturer and 
historical story teller, but 
most famous for his achieve-
ment as the Native American 
Music Award’s Flutist of the 
Year.

This year’s performance 
included many traditional 
Cherokee songs which are 
used to honor elders, family, 
friends and the heritage of the 
Cherokee people. Originally, 
the flute was played by men 
as a serenade for the women 
of the tribe, but now it is 

more commonly played as a 
form of Cherokee worship. 

Wildcat was unique not 
only in his style of music, but 
also in the fact that all of the 
flutes he plays he made him-
self. Wildcat is a self-taught 
flute maker. 

UTM History Professor and 
Cherokee Indian Brent Cox 
said, “You always make your 
own instruments because it 
is sacred and special to you 
when you play. The wooden 
instrument is a connection 
between the earth, the per-
son and the Creator.” 

“I have never heard any-
thing quite like this. It was 
amazing.” said Diana Foster, 
a senior Communications 
major. 

The message the Cherokee 
wanted to leave is that they 
are real people that really do 
exist with traditions just like 
every other culture. Tommy 
Wildcat entertained with an 
American Indian touch.

J. J. Kent taught as well as inspired audience
Katie Price
Staff Writer

Culture and history of 
American Indians were 
shared with UTM students 
Tues. afternoon when a 
Lakota American Indian 
recording artist spoke during 
the Civil Rights Conference.

J. J. Kent, a nominee for 
the Native American Music 
Awards, began his presenta-
tion with the tale of the fat 
chief and the skinny chief.  
With this story, he demon-
strated the impact of choices 
on a person’s life.  

“Stories are a large part 
of culture because they can 
explain who the people are,” 
Kent said.

Following his story, Kent 
amazed the audience with 
his flute playing. 

Asking the audience to 
close their eyes, he played a 
song to a hushed and tran-
quil audience.

“J. J. Kent enlightened the 
audience at the Civil Rights 
Conference with traditional 
Indian stories and sooth-
ing flute playing,” said Jody 
Stokes, a Fine Arts major 
from Humboldt.

He then explained the 
significance of the colors 
decorating his flute: black, 
white, red and yellow, relat-
ing them to equality of all 
people, as each was of equal 
length on the instrument.  
He explained that when 
combined in equal amounts, 
they produce the color of the 
sacred pipe.

Kent then imparted to the 
audience the seven laws of 
the Lakota.  He stressed the 
importance of living a good 
life. “Our lives are a child’s 
text book,” Kent said.

Of the many lessons Kent 

taught the audience, perhaps 
the most important was that 
music transcends language 
barriers.

To conclude the presen-
tation, he played the drum 
while he sang a song in the 
Lakota language.

“It was beautiful when he 
was singing in the Indian 
language,” said Hiromi 
Sugihara, a freshman 
Communications major from 
Kyoto, Japan.
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BeanSwitch art show, Open Mic Thursday night
BeanSwitch, UTM’s stu-

dent literary and visual arts 
magazine, will sponsor the 
2nd Annual See ‘n’ Say Art 
Show and Open Mic literary 
reading on Thurs., March 3 
in UC 206. Artists can begin 
setting up at 7 p.m. and the 
open mic will begin at 8 
p.m. Refreshments will be 
served.

BeanSwitch is currently 
accepting submissions of 
fiction, poetry, non-fiction 

and art for the spring issue. 
The deadline for submission 
is Friday, March 4. 

All majors are encour-
aged to submit literary  
works electronically via 
email as a Word document 
to beanswitch@utm.edu or 
in the English Department, 
room 131 of Humanities. A 
special box will be desig-
nated for submissions. 

Art submissions may 
include photographs, illus-

trations, paintings, draw-
ings, graphic illustrations 
and three-dimensional art.

All submissions must 
include a cover sheet with 
your name, best email 
address and phone number 
and the title of your work. 
Please do not include iden-
tifying information on the 
work itself.

For more submission guide-
lines, go to http://beanswitch.
utm.edu

The Wedding Date: Perfect for girl’s night out
Jessica Spicer

Staff Writer

The Wedding Date, star-
ring Debra Messing and 
Dermot Mulroney, is a 
romantic comedy perfect 
for a girl’s night out.

The Wedding Date is 
about Kat Ellis, played by 
Debra Messing, who has 
a problem at hand. Her 
younger half-sister Amy, 
played by Amy Adams, is 
getting married back home 
in London, her ex-fiancé is 
the best man and she does 
not have a date to take  her 
to the wedding. Kat decides 
she cannot go back home 
alone to face her family. So 
with the assistance from 
Kat’s New York magazine 
editor friend and by use of 
a recent article on the city’s 
most discreet male escort 
service, Kat hires Nick 
Mercer, played by Dermot 
Mulroney, to be her date. 

Knowing that she wants 
a jealousy inducing beau 
upon her arm to flash to her 
family and ex-fiancé Jeffrey, 
played by Jeremy Shelffield,  
makes the hiring that much 
easier. However, Mick is not 
the typical escort. He is a 
suave looker who knows 
how to make his clients look 
good, both for themselves 
and who they are trying 
to impress. He is witty and 
says things like, “I’d miss 
you even if we’d never met,” 
and he easily has every 
woman’s eyes glued to him. 

Kat and Nick take off on 
their escapade to London in 
hope of fooling her family. 
Nick quickly sizes up the 
family dynamics, particu-
larly the bride to be Amy’s 
childlike tendency to be 

demanding and former fian-
cé Jeffrey’s distress at losing 
the woman he loved and he 
then begins to boost Kats 
self confidence. 

One drunken bachelor-
ette party later and Kat is 
bedding Nick. The morning 
after the incident is when 
the obviously attracted cou-
ple begins to have hurdles 
placed in the way. Kat’s 
busybody mother, played by 
Holland Taylor, takes every 
moment to remind all of the 
viewers of the recent break 

up of her daughter, Kat and 
Jeffrey while her father tries 
to keep her mother in order.

Nick and Kat seem to fool 
everyone with predictable 
bumps along the way. 

This was a cute and enjoy-
able romantic comedy. 
The film is a little choppy 
throughout and it leaves 
some unanswered ques-
tions. However, if you are in 
the mood for a little love and 
laughter pick this movie at 
the box office. I give it three 
and one half stars.

The Wedding Date

Director:Clare Kilner
Universal Pictures
Rated: PG-13

  out of five

Memnoch The Devil: The best in the series
Elizabeth Watts

Assistant A&E Editor

After switching bodies 
and getting into trouble, 
a reader would think that 
Lestat has seen and done it 
all. In Memnoch The Devil, 
Lestat talks to one person 
he doesn’t believes exist, the 
Devil himself.

In the beginning of 
Memnoch The Devil, Lestat 
is following an internation-
al criminal named Roger. 
Lestat plans to kill Roger 
when he’s ready. However, 
Lestat has also grown to love 
Roger’s daughter, Dora. The 
whole time Lestat has been 
following Roger, a being has 
been following him. For once 
in his immortal existence, 
Lestat is scared of the being 
that is stalking him. Lestat 
calls on David, now a vam-
pire, to help him rational-
ize what this being could 
be. Lestat tells David that he 
doesn’t sense evil from this 
being, but his form is scary. 
This being has black wings 
and the legs of a goat. Lestat 
thinks that from his appear-
ance, the Devil must be fol-
lowing him.

While killing Roger, Lestat 
learns through Roger’s 
thoughts that Dora is a 
woman of God. Lestat feels 
bad about killing Roger 
because he knows that Dora 
will be hurt by her father’s 
death. To Lestat’s horror, 
Roger’s spirit appears to 
Lestat and begs Lestat to 
look out for Dora and make 
sure she has everything she 
would ever want. Lestat 
runs in fright when the 
being that has been follow-
ing him appears and takes 
Roger away.

Finally, one night, this 
being appears to Lestat 
and introduces himself as 
Memnoch. Memnoch is, 

in fact, the Devil and has 
come to earth to ask Lestat 
to become his lieutenant in 
Hell. Memnoch says that he 
will explain everything there 
is to know about Heaven 
and Hell and encourages 
Lestat to visit Heaven and 
Hell in an effort to persuade 
him to join forces with the 
Devil. Memnoch also says 
that if Lestat is not moved 
and inspired to go with him, 
Lestat has the right to refuse 
his offer and Memnoch will 
never bother Lestat again. 
Lestat tells Memnoch to give 
him two days to think over 
Memnoch’s proposition and 
on the second night, Lestat 
will have his decision. 

Lestat talks to David and 
his old friend Armand about 
everything that has been 
happening. Of course, both 
of them tell Lestat not to 
go with the Devil because 
you, of course, can’t trust 
the Devil. Lestat decides that 
since Dora is a woman of 
god, he will go to talk to her 
since she has enough knowl-
edge to guide Lestat toward 
a decision. After he tells 
Dora about the Devil com-
ing to visit and everything 
he said, surprisingly, Dora 
tells him to go. Dora figured 
that if Lestat had the right 

to refuse his offer, then he 
didn’t really have anything 
to lose if he went with 
Memnoch. Out of curios-
ity, Lestat agrees to go with 
Memnoch.

Memnoch first takes 
Lestat to Heaven where 
Lestat sees the light of God. 
After being inspired and 
enraptured by Heaven, 
Memnoch takes Lestat back 
down to earth and begins 
to tell him the story of how 
the world was formed and 
how he was cast out of 
Heaven. He also explained 
to Lestat how God came 
down from Heaven to teach 
the people in Jerusalem 
how to achieve a place in 
Heaven. Memnoch  next 
transports Lestat to the day 
in Jerusalem when Jesus, the 
Son of God, was crucified. 
Memnoch explains every-
thing to him. Lestat finally 
comes to the point where 
he has to make a decision. 
However, will Lestat join 
the Devil or not? 

Memnoch the Devil, writ-
ten in 1995, is Anne Rice’s 
fifth book in the Vampire 
Chronicles. 

Of the five books, 
Memnoch the Devil is 
my favorite. Each book is 
great in its own way, but 
Memnoch the Devil takes 
the reader on a journey 
through the beginning of 
creation and gives read-
ers a look into Heaven and 
Hell. Memnoch the Devil 
is the only book in the 
Vampire Chronicle Series 
that a reader could possibly 
read by itself. The past four 
books always mentioned 
something in the previous 
book, but in Memnoch the 
Devil, Lestat’s past doesn’t 
play as prominent a role as 
in the others. 

McCabe Church Choir gave spiritual performance

Tiffany Trice 
Staff Writer

The choir from McCabe 
United Methodist Church 
began filling Watkins 
Auditorium with harmoni-
ous sounds at 7 p.m. last 
Thurs.

The choir sang in honor 
of Black History week here 
at UTM. The members were 
dressed in black and white 
and were lead by their pia-
nist and pastor, Rev. Russell 
M. Morrow. They began 

their performance with an 
old hymn called, “Come By 
Here My Lord” followed by 
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 
and “Still Away.” The choir 
concluded their performance 
with the upbeat spiritual 
hymn, “Lay My Burdens By 
the Riverside.” 

“We enjoyed being able 
to be a part of this week’s 
events,” said choir member 
K.K. Brown. 

The audience, filled with 
students, faculty and staff, 
and local residents, joined 

in by clapping and singing 
as the choir performed four 
gospel classics. The program 
was concluded with the key-
note speaker for the evening, 
Fred Grey. “I think the choir 
performed well and the 
speaker was very factual,” 
said Alex Atkins, a Junior 
History major.

The McCabe United 
Methodist Church is locat-
ed on Hyndsver Road in 
Martin.

Contemporary Christian artist 

Derek Webb rocked UTM campus 
Erica Jacobs
Staff Writer

One man, two acoustic 
guitars and some lighting 
provided an inspirational 
concert to a young audience 
last Wednesday night.

Youth groups, UTM stu-
dents, young couples and 
Young Life groups from all 
over West Tennessee gath-
ered in the Student Life 
Center to listen to a con-
temporary style of Christian 
music by Derek Webb.  

When you first hear the 
lyrics to some of his songs, 
you might not associate 
him with Christian music.  
However, Webb’s lyrics pro-
vide a relationship between 
him and the listener.  A per-
son can relate to what he is 
singing; it’s almost as if he 
is telling your story, instead 
of his.  Even with his blue 
jeans, white t-shirt and tat-
toos, he gives off a rough, 
but human-like appearance 
that many young people 
look up to. 

Between songs, Webb 
would talk to the audi-
ence about how he came to 
write each song.  He talk-
ed about how easy it was 
to spot Christian people.  
“Unfortunately, it’s for all 
the completely wrong rea-
sons.  So many Christians 
now don’t love people.  
Christians are supposed to 
be selfless folks,” Webb said.  
“Who did Jesus stay with 
and love the most?  He didn’t 
stay with the Christians.  He 
loved the people who didn’t 
love him.  That’s what being 
a Christian is all about.” 

Tosh Newman, a Young 
Life leader in Jackson, Tenn., 
drove himself and several  
young life kids an hour to 
see Webb in concert.  “The 
concert was tight.  We drove 

all this way because Webb 
is a big supporter of Young 
Life.  He gives concerts at 
our camps during the sum-
mer,” he said.

“It was different from 
what I expected.  This was 
the first time I heard Derek 
Webb, but I really liked 
his style of music,” said 
Bradley Davidson, a Civil 

Engineering major. 
Webb ended the concert 

with some of his songs 
from his latest album that 
was released in Nov.  An 
upcoming DVD of a concert 
he gave in Nashville will be 
released in June.

MATT MAXEY / The Pacer

Contemporary Christian artist Derek Webb performed  
Wed., Feb 23, to a large audience on the UTM cam-
pus  consisting of youth groups, UTM students, young 
couples and Young Life groups.

Matt Maxey
Pacer Photographer

The UTM Dance Ensemble 
is busy putting the final 
touches on their annual 
Spring Concert Viva La 
Vida which they will per-
form March 9 and 10 in the 
Fine Arts Building’s Harriet 
Fulton Theater.  This year’s 
concert features dances of 
many different genres and 
themes.

The dancers, in collabora-
tion with Professor Leslie 
LeChance and her poetry 
students, will be interpret-
ing original poems of UTM 
students, through a series of 
short vignettes interspersed 
throughout the larger dance 
works of the evening.  One 
of the more involved pieces 
will feature a ballet pas de 
deux with a corps ensemble 
of six women dancing to 
the poem, “Dance Me to 
The End of Love” with a 
backdrop of projected and 
interwoven Matisse paint-
ings to reinforce composer, 
Leonard Cohen’s words and 

music.   
The UTM Dance Ensemble 

will demonstrate its tech-
nical versatility when they 
blend Spanish flamenco 
with Mexican folk dance in a 
funky, hip-hop/street dance, 
which will explore the theme 
of conformity vs. individual-
ity and was conceptualized 
and choreographed collec-
tively by the dance students.  
The program will be round-
ed out with a jazz-comedy 
duet danced by Victoria 
Shaw and Justin Paschall, a 
classic ballet variations for 
ballet soloist, Kelly Grider, 
and a surprise performance 
including audience partici-
pation.

The UTM Dance Ensemble 
will also play host this same 
week to guest artist, Mr. 
Ethan Pullman, who will be 
offering two Master Classes 
in Salsa, Meringue, and Cha-
Cha.  The classes are open 
to all students, staff, faculty, 
and community, ages 15 and 
older.  Beginner through 
intermediate levels will be 
taught.  Both classes will be 

held in the UC Ballroom.   
Class schedule:
Sun., March 6, from 4:30 

p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Mon., 
March 7, from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m.  Wear sneakers or 
comfortable shoes and get 
ready to have fun!  Come 
alone or with a partner.  Men 
and women are taught sepa-
rately, then paired up, and 
rotated, so that everyone 
gets to practice the steps and 
patterns with many different 
partners.

The music is energetic and 
inspiring enough that you 
won’t want to stop dancing!

Tickets for the UTM Dance 
Ensemble Spring Concert 
can be reserved by calling 
881-7400.

Tickets for Master Classes 
are $5.00 per class, and are 
available at the door a half 
hour before classes start.  For 
more information about the 
salsa master classes, con-
tact UTM Dance Ensemble 
Director, Professor Claudia 
Morris at 881-7335 or by e-
mail at cmorris@utm.edu.

Deadline for  Arts & Entertainment 
submissions is Thursday. 

Dance Ensemble, master dance class this week



Brad Hurt

Staff Writer

The UTM women’s basketball team picked 
up a crucial conference road win Thursday 
night against the Eastern Ky. Lady Colonels, 
73-62.

The first half was a classic ba�le, with the 
largest lead belonging to the Skyhawks at 20-
14. The teams both played aggressive defense, 
leading to sloppy offensive possessions. 

 The half appeared destined to end in a tie 
when a foul was called against the Skyhawks 
on a three-point a�empt with 0.4 seconds 
remaining on the clock. 

The three free throws that followed 
snapped the tie and gave the Panthers a 33-
30 hal�ime edge. A�er two free throws to 
open the second-half scoring extended the 
EIU lead to 35-30, Andreika Jackson sparked 
a 7-0 Skyhawk run. 

A ten-point swing in the first five minutes of 
the half turned the early five-point deficit into 
a five-point lead. From there, the Skyhawks 
claimed complete control of the game. 

The Skyhawks’ stifling defense held the 
Panthers without a field goal through the 
first 9:00 of the half. 

An 8-0 burst gave the Skyhawks their 
largest lead at 52-38 with less than 12:00 le� 
in the game. 

Eastern Illinois responded with an 8-0 run 
of its own to force a UTM timeout with 8:45 
le� and the Skyhawks leading by six points, 
52-46. 

Jenny Lannom scored to increase the lead 
to 61-52 with less than five minutes le�. 

 “We’ve got to have a killer instinct to get 
teams down by 15 and then take it to 20,” 
said coach Tansil.

The Skyhawks were a perfect 12-of-12 from 
the free throw line. 

Deina Willingham, a 49-percent free throw 
shooter on the season, knocked down 6-of-
6 while scoring a career-high 18 points. She 
also pulled down eight rebounds. 

Willingham was joined by three other UTM 
scorers in double figures. 

Although they a�empted more free throws 
than the Skyhawks, the Panthers only made 73 
percent of their a�empts. 

The Skyhawks also held an advantage in 
shooting from the floor and on the boards, 
out-shooting the Panthers, 48 percent to 43 
percent, and grabbing 32 rebounds to EIU’s 
28. 

The Skyhawks’ pesky defense forced 22 
Panther turnovers, eight more than they 
commi�ed on offense.

The team’s success was due in large part to 

the emergence of its role players a�er leading 
scorer Andreika Jackson picked up two early 
fouls in the first half.

“Our bench stepped up and played really 
well for us tonight,” said UTM coach Tara 
Tansil.

The win pushed the Skyhawks’ OVC record 
to 8-7, good enough for a fourth-place tie 
with a road game at SEMO remaining. 

UTM Sports Information

UTM senior Jenny Lannom scored a 
career-high 20 points Saturday against host 
Southeast Missouri State, but it wasn’t enough 
for the Skyhawks to upset the Redhawks in 
the regular season finale for both teams.

SEMO’s Tatiana Conceicao led all scorers 
with 23 points and 12 rebounds and led her 
team to a 76-63 win over the Skyhawks.

Conceicao came off the bench and went 6-
for-15 from the field and 11-for-12 at the free 
throw line.

SEMO claimed a 38-31 lead at hal�ime, but 
the Skyhawks ba�led back early in the first 
half and cut the deficit to two, 38-36, when 
Deina Willingham scored two of her 13 points 
with 17:50 to play.

SEMO went on a 16-5 run and led 56-41 
with 12:49 to play. Tiffanne Ryan capped off 
the run with a three-pointer. 

Ryan finished the game with 14 points for 
SEMO.

In the first half SEMO hit just one three-
pointer out of nine a�empts. In the second 
half, SEMO knocked down four three-
pointers. The Redhawks took 23 a�empts 
from beyond the arch.

The Skyhawks lost the rebounding ba�le 
(37-28) and commi�ed 25 turnovers in the 
game.

The Skyhawks loss combined with 
Tennessee State’s win over Jacksonville State 
drops the Skyhawks to sixth in the final Ohio 
Valley Conference regular season standings.

The Skyhawks finish the regular season with 
a 9-18 overall record and an 8-8 worksheet 
under the direction of first-year head coach 
Tara Tansil.

The Skyhawks will advance to the OVC 
tournament. They travel to Cookeville where 
they will meet No. 3 seeded Tennessee Tech 
today in the tournament’s first round. 

“Whoever we end up playing in the OVC 
tournament has beaten us once, so we’ve got 
to go and get those wins back,” said Tansil.

Tipoff is set for 5:30 p.m. 
Top-seeded Eastern Ky. will be taking on 

eighth ranked Murray State today at 4:30 
p.m. in Richmond, Ky.

Amy Eddings 

Sports Editor

Skyhawk baseball started 
its home season off with a    
4-3, 10th inning, victory over 
Martin Methodist College 
Friday a�ernoon.

The action started in the 
second when Methodist 
scored the first run a�er a 
passed ball on UTM catcher 
Chris Rezabeck put a MMC 
runner in scoring position. A 
single to right brought him 
in and put MMC up 1-0.

Methodist increased their 
lead in the top of the third 
on two singles and two 
sacrifices, bringing the score 
to 3-0.

The UTM offense came 
alive during its half of the 
inning when shortstop Jason 
Moore and le� fielder Zane 
Gresback got on base on a 
pair of walks. 

A�er an error put Moore 
on third, center fielder Zack 
Dean doubled down the 
right field line, knocking in 
the two base runners. Second 
baseman Nick Bruner then 
singled to center field to 
bring in Dean, tying the score 
at 3-all.

Both teams were scoreless 
until the top of the fi�h when 
Methodist first baseman Jesse 
Thorton homered to put the 

Redhawks back on top, 4-3.
The Skyhawks seemed 

unable  to mount the 
comeback until the bo�om 
of the ninth, only being able 
to muster up two hits in the 
sixth, seventh, and eighth 
combined.

Gresback got the playing 
started in the ninth by 
doubling to le� center and 
then reaching third on a force 
out at first by Bruner.

Right fielder Nick Luper 
walked and reached second 
on a poor decision by 
Methodist catcher Mark 
Nichting who, when Luper 
and Gresback both got a lead 
off, a�empted to throw out 
Luper. This allowed Gresback 
to steal home, sending the 
game into extra innings.

The 10th inning started with 
the Redhawks not being able 
to connect for any hits, and 
only having one baserunner 
who reached on an error.

The Skyhawks took to the 
plate and a�er a le� field 
pop-out by Hideaki Sato, 
who replaced Bruner in the 
ba�ing line-up, a pinch-
hit double by Douglas 
Nicodemus found UTM with 
a runner in scoring position.

Keeping his momentum 
from the ninth, Gresback 
played the hero yet again, 
tacking on  another hit to 

bring in Nicodemus for the 
win.

“I’m just happy to have 
go�en the start and have the 
opportunity to contribute,” 
said Gresback on his 
performance Friday.

Dean had the most RBI’s for 
UTM with two, and Bruner 
also brought in one with his 

two hits.
Martin native Micky 

Dobson picked up the win, 
pitching four relief innings, 
giving up just one hit and 
one walk to the 15 ba�ers he 
faced.

He relieved Justin Bryant 
who pitched six strong 
innings, allowing only one 

walk and ten hits to 29 
Redhawks.

The win over MMC puts 
the Skyhawks record at 1-4, 
a�er dropping a three-game 
series to Louisiana-Monroe 
and one game to Vanderbilt.

The Skyhawks travel  today 
to face the Arkansas State at 
3 p.m.

They will then return home 
for a single game against 
Memphis on Wednesday at 2 
p.m. and a three game series 
against Western Illinois 
over the weekend. Both the 
double-header on Saturday 
and the single game on 
Sunday start at noon.
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Baseball picks up extra-inning win at first home contest, 5-4

MATT MAXEY / The Pacer

Skyhawk shortstop Jason Moore slides headfirst into second base during Friday’s home victory over the Martin 

Methodist College Redhawks.

Women take Panthers, fall to Redhawks in regular season finales

UTM Sports Information

Eastern Illinois senior 
Andy Gobczynski hit four 
free throws in the final 28 
seconds of the game to lead 
the host Panthers to a 72-68 
come-from-behind win over 

Tennessee-Martin.
“I was proud of our effort 

and intensity,” said Bret 
Campbell, the Skyhawks 
head coach. “We ba�led 
hard, but unfortunately we 
came out on the short end 
once again.”

Campbell  said the 
difference in the game was 
probably the last eight 
minutes. 

“We allowed too much 
dribble penetration and we 
allowed them to get to the 
basket way too easy.”

The Skyhawks enjoyed a 
nine-point lead, 59-50, with 
8:30 to play in the contest, 
but EIU used an 18-9 run to 
tie the game at 68-68 with 
59 seconds to play. Emanuel 
Dildy hit a jumper to knot 
the game.

Gobczynski gave the 
Panthers the lead with 28 
seconds to play when he 
hit the first of his four free 
throws. He was fouled by the 
Skyhawks’ Cleve Woodfork.

The Skyhawks had a chance 
to tie the game at 70-70, but 
senior Justin Smith’s jumper 
was blocked by Josh Gomes 
and Gobczynski came up 
with the rebound. 

Tyler George fouled 
Gobczynski with five seconds 
le� and Gobczynski hit both 
free throws to seal the win.

Bobby Catchings led EIU 
with 22 points. Gobczynski 
finished the game with seven 
points.

Sophomore Will Lewis led 
the Skyhawks with 15 points 
and six rebounds. 

Jared Newson finished the 
game with 13 points and 
seven rebounds, while Jason 
Thompson added 11 points 
and senior Justin Smith 

tossed in 10 points. 
The Skyhawks closed out 

their 2004-05 basketball 
season with a 72-52 setback 
to host Southeast Missouri 
State Saturday night in the 
Show Me Center.

SEMO’s Dainmon Gonner 
scored a game-high 24 points 
to lead the Redhawks to the 
win. Gonner hit 10-of-19 
a�empts from the field. He 
also grabbed five rebounds.

The Skyhawks trailed 26-
25 at hal�ime, but raced out 
in front 31-28 with quick 
baskets by Cleve Woodfork,  
Newson and Lewis to open 
the second half.

SEMO’s Derek Winans hit 
a jumper with 16:53 to go in 
the game to even things at 

33-33. 
SEMO closed out the game 

with a 16-3 run over the last 
five minutes.

Newson led the Skyhawk’s  
scoring with 19 points, while 
Lewis finished with 18 points. 
Newson went 6-for-15 from 
the field and seven-for-seven 
from the free throw line.

As a team, UTM was 
perfect at the free throw line 
on 16 a�empts.

The Skyhawk men’s team, 
which losses three seniors to 
graduation --- Chris Carter, 
Tyler George and Justin 
Smith --- finishes the season 
with a 6-21 won-loss record 
and a 3-13 worksheet in the 
Ohio Valley Conference.

MATT MAXEY / The Pacer

Senior Chandra Carey weaves around the SEMO defender in Saturday night’s 

regular season final game.

Men drop final two games to Eastern Illinois, Southeast Missouri
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CLASSIFIEDS
Classified ads are sold for $2.50 for the first 15 words and $.10 per word 

beyond the first 15. All classified ads must be prepaid. Call Gregory Sirising 
at (731) 881-7782 to place a classified ad.

Help Wanted:

FAST TRACK INTERNSHIP
Make over $700/ week, live in Nashville, Tenn. for summer. Great sales 

experience. Contact Zach for more info. (615) 498-4601.

CLASSIFIEDS

MONEY FOR COLLEGE
The Army is currently offering sizeable bonuses of up to $20,000. In 

addition to the cash bonuses, you may qualify for up to $70,000 for 

college through the Montgomery GI Bill and Army College Fund. Or you 

could pay back up to $65,000 of qualifying student loans through the 

Army’s Loan Repayment Program. To find out more, call 731-885-7563.

For Rent:

Three Bedroom Apartment at Arch Tree Apartments on Mt. Pelia 

Road. Two baths, Dishwasher and Dumpster. Call 587-3068 or 514-

0582.

Bartending
BARTENDERS WANTED! $250/day potential No experience necessary. 

Training provided. Call 800-965-6520 ext. 241 for more information.

Apartment room for rent.  
Archtree apartments.  $162.00 per month Please call (901) 604-0976 for 

more info.

The Ladies of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.

presents their National Finerwomanhood Week

February 28 - March 6

Tuesday
Girl Talk IV “Sex Education”

206B & C, @7:20 p.m.

Wednesday
Z-Hope Program

“Cancer Awareness”

206B & C, @ 6:20 p.m.

Thursday
Health Awareness

McCabe Church @ 7:20 pm.

Friday
Read to the Kids

UT Martin Daycare @ 3 p.m.

Sunday
Church

Skyhawk men, women’s tennis gets underway with two OVC victories
Heather Roland

Staff Writer

The UTM  tennis teams have always strived 
to be the best, and this year is no exception.

The teams are already off to a good start 
this spring semester by defeating Austin Peay 
this past Saturday. The women’s team won 
by a score of 6–1, and the men’s team won by 
a score of 4–3. This brings their spring semes-
ter record to 2-0.

Each year individuals from around the 
world are chosen to become UTM tennis 
players where they will be involved in a year-
round season packed with extensive practic-
es and intensive matches.

UTM tennis coach Dennis Taylor says the 
teams practice everyday. Their practice con-
sists of two and a half hours of on-the-court 

practice and one hour of conditioning and 
weight training.

Taylor also said that each player is involved 
in summer tennis camps and UTM tennis’ 
“survivor week.” “Survivor week” is one 
week in summer in which the players are not 
allowed to leave the tennis court. They liter-
ally eat, sleep and, of course, practice on the 
courts.

Taylor has very high expectations for both 
teams on and off the court this year. The ul-
timate on-the-court goal is to win the Ohio 
Valley Conference where they will compete 
against the top eight OVC teams. The wom-
en’s team, however, also wishes to get a good 
national ranking by competing in the NCAA 
rounds. 

Taylor also expects all the members of his 
teams to excel in their studies, be on the 

dean’s list and have the highest GPA rank-
ing of any organization including the Honors 
Department.

While every team has their wins and losses, 
not every team shares a close-knit relation-
ship to help each other get through good and 
bad times. Taylor said that each player has 
respect for one another and hopes for success 
in each other’s lives. 

Taylor said, “It’s more like a family, than a 
team.”

Although big competitors such as Sam-
ford, Morehead and Murray State lie ahead 
in the teams’ distant future, UTM tennis will 
still strive to succeed. However, it is also im-
portant that the student body of UTM get 
involved. Taylor wants students to come out 
and see how talented these players really 
are.

Skyhawk women’s tennis player Sari 

Nojrte uses a two-handed backhand to 

return the ball to the APSU opponent. 

Amy Eddings

Sports Editor

Sophomore Jaymi Col-
lar and junior Zane Gres-
back have been a named 
“Skyhawk of the Week” for 
the weeks of Feb. 22-28 and 
March 1-7, respectively.

Collar, the sophomore 
Blairsville, Ga. native, was 
named to the Air Rifle All-
OVC team.

This is the second year in 
a row that Collar has been 
named to the All-OVC 
team.

She recently shot a 586 
at the OVC tournament at 
Morehead State, where the 
UTM team finished fourth. 
Her score was good enough 
for third place in the cham-
pionship.

Last year when she was 
named to the team, Collar 
shot a 386 in 40 shots. This 
year, her score was a�er 60 

shots.
Gresback, the 

junior college 
transfer from Ri-
verton, Wyo., led 
the Skyhawks to 
their  first vic-
tory in the 
2005 season 
over the Martin 
Methodist Col-
lege Indians on Fri-

day a�ernoon.
The junior commu-

nications major 
went 2-3 at 
the plate with 
two runs and 

one RBI. 
He stole home 

to tie the game 
and also knocked 
in the winning run 

in the bo�om 
of the 10th 

inning.
Friday’s game was the first 

start for the le� fielder as a 
Skyhawk.

SPORTS INFORMATION

Check out www.utmsports.com for more athletics information!!!

Sophomore rifle team 

member Jaymi Collar

SPORTS INFORMATION

Junior baseball team 

member Zane Gresback




