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Living debt free, the new American dream. 

average college senior debt at graduation
$19,000

Source: USAToday

Housing: Phase II project coming along well
Nipp hopes parking problems less severe than in first round of construction

Congress, 
Bush at 
odds on 
higher-ed 
relief plan

Chase Elliott

In a recent interview with 
Tim Nipp, Director of UTM 
Physical Plant Operations, 
the plans for phase two 
of the University Village 
Housing are coming togeth-
er well.

The demolition of McCord 
Hall last spring was a suc-
cess and the first steps to 
the construction of three 
new buildings that will 
take its place are in effect.

“The demolition went 
very well last spring and 
the pre-construction meet-
ings are set to take place 
now,” said Nipp. There 

have been no setbacks in 
the planning to this point. 
The pre-bid meeting took 
place last Wednesday, and 
the bids are set to open up 
on Feb. 14.

After the bids are taken 
and reviewed, the notice to 
proceed should be set by 
no later than March 14 with 
construction set to start 
soon after. The contractor 
will set up in the fenced 
in parking lot south of the 
construction site. “We are 
going to see if the contrac-
tor can get away with only 
using half of the parking 
lot for construction to still 
allow students places to 

park,” said Nipp, when 
asked about the parking 
situation around the dorms 
area. “With the amount 
of materials used for this 

size project, they may have 
to close the entire park-
ing lot, but we don’t know 
until construction starts.” 
The full operation should 

be running by the summer 
break. The three buildings 
(F, G and H) are designed 

Will York

If the Democratically con-
trolled U.S. Congress gets 
its way, college students 
may have an easier time 
financing their educations.

But two student debt relief 
bills recently passed by the 
U.S. House may encoun-
ter difficulty in the Senate, 
where the Democrats main-
tain a much slimmer major-
ity than in the House.

Additionally, increas-
ing the cap on student Pell 
grants is part of President 
Bush’s proposed $2.8 tril-
lion 2008 budget, which 
he pitched to members of 
Congress Monday as part 
of his effort to curb spi-
raling government entitle-
ment spending. But along 
with those benefits, the 
president’s budget also 
includes significant cuts in 
federal subsidies for stu-
dent lenders.

Bush has stated he does 
not support the Democrats’ 
plan to decrease the stu-
dent loan rate, saying low-
ering the student loan rate 
only encourages more bor-
rowing.

“It is not clear that 
encouraging more loans is 
a wise course,” Bush said 
in a release.

That means Congress’ 
push to halve student loan 
rates over the next five years 
would face a tough Senate 
fight to make Democrats’ 
efforts veto-proof. It takes 
two-thirds of the Senate 
to override a presidential 
veto, but Democrats main-
tain a narrow 51-49 Senate 
majority.

The House passed the 
College Student Relief Act 
of 2007 on Jan. 17 with a 
convincing 356-71 biparti-
san vote, sending the bill to 
the Senate for consideration 
as part of a larger student 
assistance package. The 
bill, which would halve the 
subsidized Stafford loan 
rate from a fixed 6.8 per-
cent to 3.4 percent, is touted 

Winter weather wields double punch
Classes continue despite messy conditions

Civil Rights Conference to feature NAACP chairman, speakers, play

Sara M. McIntosh

There was a lot of waiting, hoping, wish-
ing and more waiting. 

The rejection was inevitable as stu-
dents awaited the university’s decision to 
remain open during the snow showers on 
Thursday and Friday of last week. 

According to the UTM Student Handbook 
section concerning the Inclement Weather 
Policy, the college will “remain open 
except in the most severe weather condi-
tions.” It is in this section that students 
understand that the decision to close is a 
decision made by the chancellor, but the 
explanation for what is deemed “severe 
weather conditions” is neither defined nor 
expounded in further detail.

“Primarily, we make the decision based 
on whether people can move around safely 
on campus, by using the sidewalks and 
parking lots,” said Al Hooten, vice chan-
cellor for finance and administration.

The information needed to determine 

the road conditions rely on the on-duty 
campus police officer calling the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol’s information phone num-
ber, the Weakley County Sheriff and the 
Martin Police Department to get informa-
tion on the road conditions to the school. 
Road conditions from the main access 
roads to the school are all assessed by an 
officer driving on them, according to Lt. 
Ray Coleman of UTM Public Safety.

The last time the university closed due 
to inclement weather was in February of 
2006. 

After all this information is obtained, 
Hooten is to receive a phone call at around 
4 a.m. in order to get the process started. 
He then makes a trip to Public Safety at 
around 4:15 to look at the weather reports 
and take a drive with an officer. 

The next stop is the Physical Plant meet-
ing to get an understanding of their needs 
in regards to maintaining the safety on the 
campus property (i.e., sidewalks and park-

Rachel Rogers

For the seventh year in 
a row, UTM will spend a 
week celebrating the Civil 
Rights movement.

This year’s conference, 
entitled “The Legacy of 
a Decade of Civil Rights 
Acts and Actions, 1957-
1968”, will kick off on 
Monday, Feb. 26. Professor 
of History and Philosophy, 
Dr. Alice-Catherine Carls, 
has chaired the committee 
for all seven years.

“The conference has 
grown over the years,” 
Carls says. “We used to 
only have one main day of 
events. This year, we have 

an entire week’s worth of 
activities.”

As in year’s past, 
Thursday will be the main 
day of the conference. On 
that day, Dr. Julian Bond, 
who is the main speaker for 
this year’s event, will pres-
ent his speech. 

Bond is currently the 
chairman of the NAACP, 
and was active in the 
Civil Rights Movement. 
According to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center’s Web 
site, “as an activist who has 
faced jail for his convictions, 
as a veteran of more than 
20 years of service in the 
Georgia General Assembly, 
as a writer, teacher and 

lecturer, Julian Bond has 
been on the cutting edge 
of social change since he 
was a college student lead-
ing sit-in demonstrations in 
Atlanta in 1960.”

Bond served as the first 
president of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, and 
has also narrated two 
videos for the Center: on 
which won an Academy 
Award, and the other was 
nominated for an Oscar. 
His speech in entitled “The 
Civil Rights Movement: 
Past, Present and Future.”

“His speech fits perfect 
with this year’s theme,” 
says Carls. “We used to 
focus only on the history of 

the Civil Rights Movement. 
Right now, the NAACP is 
doing many things to move 
forward, such as devising 
new ways of upholding 
Civil Rights.”

The Civil Rights 
Conference will focus pri-
marily on Native American 
and African-American 
communities. Tom Kunesh, 
a Hunkpapa Lakota, will 
be presenting a speech 
entitled “Reconstruction 
in a Time of Atheism: the 
Past, Present and Future of 
Tennessee Indian Affairs” 
on Tuesday night. J.J. Kent 
and the Tanasi Thunder 
Singers will also perform 
that night.

Another major event 
planned for the week is 
the production of “The Left 
Hand Singing”, which will 
be free of charge for the 
night, thanks to the Theater 
Department. The play doc-
uments the struggles of the 
parents of three college stu-
dents who disappeared in 
Mississippi in 1964. 

The events are not tak-
ing place only at UTM. The 
Obion County Library is 
featuring a month-long 
Native American exhib-
it, as well as readings by 
Instructor of History and 
Philosophy Brent Cox 
and Kent. On Saturday, a 
trip will be made of the 

Nashville Public Library 
for a presentation by Rev. 
James Lawson. 

According to his Web site, 
“James Lawson helped coor-
dinate the Freedom Rides 
in 1961 and the Meredith 
March in 1966, and while 
working as a pastor at 
the Centenary Methodist 
Church in Memphis, played 
a major role in the sanita-
tion workers strike of 1968. 
Martin Luther King called 
Lawson “the leading theo-
rist and strategist of non-
violence in the world.” 

For a complete schedule 
of the events, go to www.
utm.edu/staff/accarls/civil-
rights.

Sidewalks remained slippery (right) after a duo of 

snow showers passed through the South. A few 

inches of snow covered the ground from Thursday 

through the weekend.

KAREN LANGDON

— See ‘Housing’ on Page 4

— See ‘Weather’ on Page 4 — See ‘Loans’ on Page 3

ARTIFICIAL 
WAKEFULNESS

Exploring the wonders of 
caffeine all through the 

day.
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Our administration 
often makes deci-
sions we question, 

but rarely do they involve 
students’ physical safety.

Nevertheless, adminis-
trators’ choice to keep class-
es in session last Thursday 
and Friday, despite signifi-
cant wintry weather, was 
out of line.

The Pacer maintains edu-
cation is of the utmost 
importance and our reason 
for being at this university 
in the first place. We are not 
proponents of using a few 
snowflakes as an excuse 
for a four-day weekend. 
However, when getting to 
class is the Martin, Tenn. 
equivalent of the Iditarod, 
then the decision to forge 
ahead with courses could 
be interpreted as reckless.

Although the path from 
the staff parking lot to the 
Administration Building 
may have been free from 
treacherous conditions, 
that was not the case for 
many of our students, 
particularly those who 
commute. But apparently, 
according to today’s story 
on Page One, administra-
tors do not consider road 
conditions in the commu-
nity in making their deci-
sion. We find that ridicu-
lous.

Sidewalks were slippery 
in more than one spot on 
campus, despite being 
salted, but UTM’s slippery 
sidewalks hardly com-
pared to road conditions 
encountered by many stu-
dents.

The smart students—and 
instructors—didn’t leave 
their homes to come to 
class, while the rest of us 
sat in nearly empty class-
rooms trying to under-
stand why administra-
tors put our safety at risk. 
Luckily, many instructors 
had more prudence than 
administrators and decid-
ed to cancel their classes 
after noting the condi-
tions.

We understand UTM 
strives to be better than 
our cohorts at Murray, 
Knoxville, Memphis, 
Dyersburg and even one 
of our own satellite cam-
puses in Jackson, but at 
what expense?

Winter weather-related 
injuries are not worth the 
price of administrators’ 
bravado.

UTM students eagerly 
await explanation—and 
apology—from our admin-
istrators for their utter 
recklessness.

After spending the major-
ity of my morning watch-
ing intently to various 
news media outlets both 
Thursday and Friday, I find 
the situation with our uni-
versity’s decision to remain 
open unfair to the majority 
of the student body. We all 
know that there has been a 
major housing issue with 
incentives for students to 
move off campus. That 
being said, allowing school 
to remain open is making 
the commute to school a 
major headache for all stu-
dents who do not live on 
campus. 

Yesterday, when I arrived 
to school, the parking was 
a breeze only because 
many students made the 
conscientious choice to stay 
home and not make the 
trek in unfavorable road 
conditions. Something I 
noticed immediately was 
that the parking lots were 
not cleared from snow and 
definitely had ice under-
neath. I heard periodically 
throughout the school day 
of people losing control 
temporarily or just plain old 
fishtailing in their attempts 
to get into the unusually 
vacant parking lots. 

Granted, there were 
crews pouring salt onto 
the concrete steps near the 
library, but that was not 
a common occurrence all 
over campus. Large patches 
of snow-covered ice lined 
the sidewalks between 
Crisp Hall, Clement and 

Humanities which gives 
students another hazard to 
worry about when trying to 
get to classes on time. So, if 
you survived the commute 
and trying to get into the 
parking lot, you needed to 
worry and walk cautiously 
for fear of falling on the 
cold, hard, ice-lined side-
walks. 

Let me expand further on 
the notion of these side-
walks. Icewalks is a more 
fitting term seeing that 
there was little to no area 
that was not overwhelm-
ingly iced over during my 
trek to and from classes. 
The adventure of slipping, 
sliding, and hoping that a 
fall was not in my immedi-
ate future is not one that 
the university should have 
taken so lightly. Of course 
the snow-covered ground 
was a much better alter-
native, but seeing that the 
snow had not melted, the 
hazards were hidden and 
sticks were a big obstacle 
for me to avoid entirely.

Enough with the pity 
party because it is trite. I 
want answers. After much 
searching to figure out 
what the criteria are for 
determining a school clo-

sure, the only explanation 
I could find was that the 
weather must be “extreme” 
in nature and the decision 
is to come from the powers 
that be (i.e., the chancel-
lor and others). Knowing 
this information, all I could 
wonder was where the 
definition of extreme was 
in all of this; obviously, 
there is enough ambigu-
ity and vagueness that it 
leaves enough of a cushion 
for various interpretations. 
Where is the justification 
for allowing the school 
to remain open when so 
many students were risking 
their personal safety just to 
arrive to their respective 
classes on time?

I’m upset about the lack 
of communication. As if the 
ambiguous nature of the 
exact circumstances nec-
essary for cancellation of 
classes was enough, I have 
to find my finite answer on 
the Internet courtesy of a 
small, brief and unneces-
sarily peppy press release 
courtesy of Rita Mitchell 
that ranked fourth in rel-
evance on the main univer-
sity Web page. To add insult 
to injury, after looking for 
the exact rank of this press 
release and reviewing the 
contents on the site, I came 
to discover that the uni-
versity branch in Jackson 
would be closed. 

Perturbed would be a 
good manner to describe 
the emotions I have right 
now because, seeing 

that my fiancé works in 
Jackson, I knew at 4:30 a.m. 
on Friday that the roads in 
Jackson were clear due to 
the efforts done by the city 
to ensure that motorists 
would be safe. The schools 
of Madison County and 
Jackson were still closed 
to be on the safe side yet 
students here at this uni-
versity are expected to be 
in full attendance to all 
their classes just because 
someone, in the minority, 
did not feel this to be an 
extreme case of weather.

On the plus side, parking 
was the lightest it has been 
in quite a long time. But, at 
what cost? Universities in 
various counties and dis-
tances to Martin were all 
making the decision to put 
their students’ needs and 
safety first by closing down 
for the day. How is it that 
Martin feels that they can 
be above the obvious con-
sensus of these other insti-
tutions? Regardless of the 
deciding entities, I feel that 
students who do not live on 
campus are put in harm’s 
way by this obvious dis-
regard for what is in their 
best interest. Granted, the 
weather got better by the 
afternoon and the day was 
salvageable, but I still think 
that when it was icy, nasty 
and slick school should 
have been canceled entirely 
just to keep the minds of the 
most sleep-deprived group 
of individuals at peace. 

Sara 
McIntosh 
Assistant 
News Editor

Snow keeps students from class, but parking not a problem 

QUESTION:

Do you agree with the decision to continue holding classes Feb. 1 and 2 despite 

wintry weather?

YES                    
16

15%

6

6%NO Don’t 
care

86

80%

Results from The Pacer Online poll, www.utmpacer. 

*Please note: This poll is not scientific.
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‘Hollywood’-themed week to aid Hunters for Hungry
Jenny Perry
Staff writer

 
Each semester, the members of all greek 

organizations have plenty of activities to 
do on campus. In the fall, they have Home-
coming week and in the spring they have 
Greek Week. 

The theme for this year’s Greek Week is 
“Hollywood,” and the proceeds from the 
week’s events will go toward Hunters for 
the Hungry. Greek Week will run from Feb. 
19-25. 

“This is a very good cause that sends 
meat to We Care for families who need it. 
Greek Week isn’t just about the competi-
tion between sorority and fraternity; it’s 
also about raising money for a great cause. 
Everyone on the Greek Fest committee 

works very hard to make this week hap-
pen and make as much money as possible 
for the philanthropy,” said Zeta Tau Alpha 
member Schancey Spears. 

The first event, on Monday, Feb. 19, is 

Jail-N-Bail, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Two 
greeks from each organization are arrested 
by campus security and taken to the Stu-
dent Life Center, where they are held cap-
tive until their organization bails them out, 
with a dollar for every member of the or-
ganization. 

“Jail-N-Bail is another unique and fun 
way for all the Greek groups to work to-
gether,” said senior Education major Au-

drey Bryant, who has been arrested for 
Jail-N-Bail before. 

Many of the sororities and fraternities 

take the money up in advance. Then they 
take it to Student Life as soon as the person 
is arrested, so that the person isn’t in the 
“slammer” that long. 

Events on Tuesday are Chi Omega’s Mr. 

Greek, which takes place in the Watkins 
Auditorium, and Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s 
steak dinner, at their house on Lee Street. 

Line Dance is on Wednesday in the Field 
House. This is where the Greeks put to-
gether a dance that is done around half of 
the outside line of the gym floor. When you 

think of line dancing, the first thing that 

usually comes to mind is country music. 
However, the greeks put their own spin on 
line dancing. They choreograph dances to 
everything from “I Want Candy” to “Do 
Your Chains Hang Low.”

Thursday’s event is Lip Sync, also held 
in the Field House. This event involves the 
members making up a skit to songs, based 
on the theme of the week, “Hollywood.”

The main events are planned for the 
weekend, with the National Pan Hellenic 
Council Step Show on Friday night and the 
National Panhellenic Council and Inter-
fraternity Council Step Show on Saturday 
night. These events also will be held in the 
Field House.

Stepping is looked forward to by the 
Greeks because it gives the organization 

a chance to show how well they can come 
together and put together an entertaining 
show. It will be interesting to see what the 
shows are like this year, since the movie 

“Stomp the Yard” is out in theaters. The 
movie takes stepping to another level, pos-
sibly increasing the quality of the shows to 
be performed this year. 

Finishing up the week on Sunday is the 
Greek Banquet held in the Student Life Cen-
ter. The greeks are competitive throughout 
the year, so this night lets the greeks come 
together and celebrate what each organiza-
tion has accomplished in the past year.  

Awards are given out for Service, In-
tramurals, Greek Man and Woman of the 

year, among others.
Although each event costs money to at-

tend, you can usually buy a Greek Week 
ticket at the Information Center in the UC, 
or you can pay individually at each event. 

Another event that will occur throughout 
most of the week is a recycling initiative, 
where greek organizations can earn points 
by collecting recyclable goods.

The drop date for all recyclables is 5 p.m 
Friday, Feb. 23, at the Recycling Pavilion 
behind the Agriculture Building or in front 
of the National Guard building. Items that 
can be recycled include paper, cardboard, 
glass bottles, plastic bottles and aluminum 

cans. The items should be placed in sepa-
rate bags and clearly labeled with the spon-
soring organization’s name. The contest 
winners will be determined by the total 
weight of the recycled goods donated.

For more information, contact Josh Isbell 
at 901-857-3130.

Allie T. Thomas
Editorial assistant

Four National Guard 
units from West Tennessee 
are now on alert for pos-
sible redeployment to the 
Middle East, said Sgt. 1st 

Class Randy Harris of the 
Office of Public Affairs.

The Guardsmen have al-
ready served in Iraq from 
fall 2005 through Oct. 16, 
2006, said Staff Sgt. Brown 

of the 913th of Union City.
The units are “service 

supporting” units, Har-
ris said. They consist of 
a supporting battalion, a 

transportation unit, a rear 
special-operations unit that 
acts as a headquarters, and 
a quartermaster company 
that monitors supplies.  

Harris said that under nor-
mal circumstances, Guards-
men can expect to see about 
365 days in the field.  

The decision of which 
units will be sent, if any, 
and when, will come from 
the Department of Defense 
and there is a possibil-
ity that their stay could be 
shortened as has happened 
with other National Guard 
units, Harris said.

“But that is not likely,” he 
said.

As of now, the troops are 
on “waiting mode,” Harris 
said, and a phone call will 
alert them of any further 
news on deployment.

Spirit File Photo
A sorority member shows how to walk 
the walk during the 2006 Step Show.

Guard units 

on alert for 

redeployment

to save the government $5.9 bil-
lion in lender subsidies.

The bill would reduce only 
need-based rates for Stafford 
and Perkins loans and would not 
affect loans not subsidized by the 
government.

Rep. John Tanner, D-Union City, 
voted in favor of the bill.

“This student loan rate cut will 
be very helpful to Tennessee fam-
ilies who are struggling to afford 
the high cost of higher educa-
tion, which has gone up almost 
50 percent over the past several 
years,” Tanner said. “Without this 
relief, millions of students over 
the coming years would choose 
not to go to college because of 
the financial obstacles, and that 
would be devastating.”

U.S. Public Interest Research 
Group (PIRG) also supports the 
Democrats’ plan.

“H.R. 5 pays for better benefits 
for students by cutting excessive 
federal subsidies to private lend-
ers,” U.S. PIRG Higher Education 
Advocate Luke Swarthout said in 
a release. “The bill saves millions 
of students thousands of dollars 
over the life of their loans by 
eliminating wasteful subsidies.”

Contrasting the bill’s praises are 
President Bush’s words of opposi-
tion, and the alternate plan laid 
out in his budget proposal to only 
hike Pell grant ceilings.

“Reducing student loan interest 
rates would direct federal subsi-
dies to college graduates, not to 
students and their families who 
are struggling to meet current 
and future educational expens-
es,” Bush said in a Department 
of Education statement. “Instead, 
the (Bush) administration would 
support efforts to direct savings 

to additional grand support for 
low-income students.”

And that’s exactly what the 
president outlined in his 2008 
budget request.

Bush’s budget boasts a $550 
increase to the maximum student 
Pell grant amount, raising the 
ceiling to $4,600. The president’s 
proposed increase, if passed by 
Congress, would be the most sig-
nificant increase in student grant 
funding in 30 years. The president 
hopes to increase the maximum 
to more than $5,000 by 2009.

Bush’s Pell grant funding hike 
has been met with favor by the 
education lobby, because it goes 
beyond the increase passed by 
the House Jan. 31. The House 
approved its separate Pell grant 
increase by a 286-140 margin, but 
only called for a $260 boost. The 
Senate will also take on that leg-

islation.
However, it’s not the president’s 

Pell grant assistance that wor-
ries the education lobby. Instead, 
it’s the president’s proposed cuts 
to the Supplemental Education 
Opportunity Grant and Perkins 
Loan Program that bothers high-
er education activists.

In Bush’s plan, the government 
would cut student loan lenders 
subsidies by $13.5 billion over 
five years, in addition to other 
cuts to lenders. Additionally, his 
proposal would lower the propor-
tion of student loans protected 
against default from 97 percent to 
95 percent.

Swarthout said PIRG is not in 
favor of the president’s propos-
al, saying his budget proposal 
“largely represents a rearrange-
ment of federal spending rath-
er than a new commitment to 

making college accessible for low 
income students.”

Most affected by the cuts to gov-
ernment-subsidized student lend-
ers are Sally Mae (NYSE: SLM), 

Nelnet Inc. (NYSE: NNI) and the 

Student Loan Corp. (NYSE: STU).

All three companies traded 
lower in trading Monday, with 

Nelnet dropping almost 10 per-
cent.

Both UTM Director of 

Admissions Judy Rayburn and 
Student Financial Assistance 
Director Sandra J. Neel were not 
available for comment on the 
pending legislation by press time 
Monday, and Assistant Director 

of Admissions Melanie Morris 

said she preferred not to com-
ment, citing inadequate informa-
tion on the subject.

Loans: Continued from Cover

The Pacer is looking 
for UTM students to tell 
about their Valentine’s 
memories and feelings.

Stories should be 
kept under 250 words, 
as well as have a name, 
classification and home-
town.

E-mail pacer_news@
utm.edu by 5 p.m., Feb. 
9.
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Pacer Meetings

Want to write for the student 
newspaper? Pacer meetings are 
every Tuesday at 5:15 p.m. in 
Gooch 316. Come sign up for a 
story so that you can see your 
byline in next week’s issue of the 
student newspaper.

UTM Recycling Group

A new student group is form-
ing to help promote recycling 
and environmental issues on 
the campus of UTM. The group 
is meeting every Wednesday at 
12:15 in the back room of the 
UC (room 125). For more infor-
mation, send an e-mail to utm.
recycling@gmail.com.

Open Forum Bible Study

The Spring Forum is exploring 
this semester’s topic: The Gos-
pel of Salvation & The Power of 
Christ. Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. 
every Thursday in UC 209. Ev-
eryone is invited to attend these 

meetings.

Donate Blood

Drop everything and donate 
blood this Valentine’s. Lifeline 
Blood Services will be at UTM 
on Tuesday, Feb. 6, and Wednes-
day, Feb. 7, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.. All donors receive a pair 
of boxers or a T-shirt.

Starving Artist Exhibit

Adam McCammon presents 
a starving artist exhibit at the 
Martin Public Library through 
Feb. 28.

Sigma Tau Delta Meeting
 
Sigma Tau Delta, the English 
honor society, will meet Friday, 
Feb. 9, from 2:30-3:30 p.m. in the 
English Department lounge.  

Upcoming Campus Interviews

Tennessee State Parks, Feb. 15.  
Positions:  Seasonal Interpretive 
Ranger.  Degree: Biology, For-
estry, Wildlife, Geology, History, 
Anthropology/ Archaeology, 

General Life Sciences, Natural 
Resource Management. Loca-
tions available:  Statewide. You 
must be classified as a Junior.

Shelby County Schools, Feb. 28.  
Positions:  K-12 Teachers, Spe-
cial Education, Counselors.  De-
gree:  Education (Teacher Cer-
tification Eligible).  Locations 

Available:    Suburban Memphis 
(Collierville, Germantown, Ar-
lington, Millington).

For more information or to 
schedule an interview, please 
contact Employment Informa-
tion Services, 215 UC.

PKP Lecture

UTM’s Phi Kappa Phi Nation-
al Honor Society chapter will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
13, in Watkins Auditorium for 
the Muriel Tomlinson Memo-
rial Lecture. This year’s lecturer 
is Doug Cook, chair of the De-
partment of Visual and Theatre 
Arts.  His presentation is titled 
“Cultural Aesthetic Outlooks:  

Why We Like What We Like 
When We Like It.”  The lecture 
is free and open to the public.
For more information, contact 
Jenna Wright, instructor of Eng-
lish, at 731-881-7300.

Discussion of China

Mark your calendar for Feb. 8  to 
attend a seminar on China titled 

“China today: Economic Consid-
erations (current import/export 
issues related to the U.S. and the 
world), Women in China today 
and the Challenges They Face”.  
This talk will include a look at 
the minority cultures living in 
the South Western portion of 
the country, including their col-
orful and intricately made cos-
tumes. The meeting will be held 
at the C.E. Weldon Library at 6 
p.m. and includes a $5 dutch-
treat dinner, but students eat 
free. For more information or to 
make a reservation, contact Dr. 
Sue Byrd (sbyrd@utm.edu) or 
Cherry Watts (cwatts@utm.edu ) 

by noon Wednesday, Feb. 7.

Hip-Hop Dance Class

A Hip-Hop Dance Class, of-
fered by the UTM Office of 

Extended Campus and Con-
tinuing Education (ECCE) will 
have participants dancing like 
professionals. In this class, col-
lege students, teens and adults 
will learn the basics of hip-hop 
dance. The class will be offered 

from 6-7 p.m., Tuesdays, begin-
ning Feb. 6; however, partici-
pants may join the class at any 
time.  Registration fee is $35 per 
month or $10 for a single class. 
To register, call ECCE at 1-800-
482-5199 or 881-7082 or drop by 
ECCE at 110 Gooch Hall.

Bone Marrow Donor Registration

The registration will be held 
Feb. 15, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. in the 
UC, sponsored by Mu Epsilon 
Delta.

Got an item for Bulletin Board? E-
mail it to pacer_news@utm.edu.

The information contained in this report is taken directly from public 
records distributed by the UTM Department of Public Safety. DPS  

can be contacted by calling (731) 881-7777.

Police Report
9:43 a.m., January 29
University Center

Subject reported missing property

10:29 a.m., January 29
University Courts

Subject reported damage to their ve-
hicle. Investigation continues.

10:58 a.m., January 29
Crisp Hall

Subject reported conflict with another 

subject and both were referred to Stu-
dent Affairs.

6:04 p.m., January 29
Ag Pavilion

Report of traffic accident involving 

two vehicles.

10:46 p.m., January 29
University St.
Cody D. Miller was issued a citation 
for speeding.

7”45 p.m., January 30
Lot 4

Report of traffic accident involving 

two vehicles.

6:10 p.m., January 30
Ellington

Subject reported theft of bicycle. In-
vestigation continues.

10:57 a.m., January 31
Lot 2
Subject reported damage to their 
vehicle. 

1:09 p.m., January 31
Business Admin.

Subject reported theft of university 

property. Investigation continues.

9:14 p.m., January 31
Elam Center

Report of a subject that injured their 
knee and officers and emergency per-
sonal responded. Subject was treated 
on the scene and transported by EMS 
to the hospital.  

12:07 p.m., February 1
Administration Building 

Report of Subject that fell and officers 

responded and transported subject to 
the hospital.

2:21 p.m., February 1
Lot 4

Subject reported damage to their 
vehicle.

3:56 p.m., February 2
Brehm

Subject reported missing property 
during inventory.

3:52 p.m., February 2
Grove

Report of a fire alarm going off. Of-
ficers and Martin Fire responded and 

determined the alarm was caused by 
the range being left on.

1:17 a.m., February 3
University Courts

Report of a disturbance and officers 

responded and advised subjects not 
to have contact and referred them to 
Student Affairs.

9:14 p.m., February 3
Hannings Lane

Tavares J. Ray was issued a citation for 

open container law.

Don’t just read the news....

....Talk about it!

www.utmpacer.com
Log on now, and post a comment about this weeks issues.

University Relations

UTM has signed an agree-
ment with Pearson VUE, 
the electronic testing busi-
ness of Pearson Education, 
to become a Pearson VUE® 
Authorized Center Select. 

In addition to delivering 
exams for leading IT certi-
fication programs such as 

Microsoft, Cisco Systems®, 

CompTIA, IBM and others, 
UTM will have the ability to 
deliver the Graduate Man-
agement Admission Test® 
(GMAT®), the most widely 
used assessment for gradu-
ate management admis-
sions, as well as exams for 
other select Pearson VUE 
clients in the certification, 

licensure and academic ad-
missions markets.

UTM was chosen as a 
Pearson VUE Authorized 
Center Select in part be-
cause of its high quality 
standards and outstanding 
customer service. Test cen-
ters that become a part of 
this new network offer en-
hanced security, biometrics 
and digital audio and video 
monitoring services. The 
Pearson VUE Authorized 
Center Select network pro-
vides Pearson VUE clients 
with a new option of hav-
ing their exams delivered 
in premier authorized test 

centers located 
around the 
world.

“We’re very 
excited to be a 
part of the new 
Pearson VUE 
A u t h o r i z e d 
Center Select 
network,” said 
Dr. George Dan-
iel, director of the UTM 
Student Success Center. 

“By becoming a Pearson 
VUE Authorized Center 
Select, it will expand our 
offerings and allow us 

to deliver the prominent 
GMAT® exam as well as 
the exams for other Pear-
son VUE clients who wish 
to test in this worldwide 
network. It’s a privilege to 
be chosen by Pearson VUE 
to be a part of its select test 
center network,” He said

“As you know, the MBA 
is open to college gradu-
ates of all majors.  The 
availability of the GMAT® 
at UT Martin will enhance 
our recruiting efforts.  It 

will improve customer ser-
vice and program quality,” 
said Dr. Thomas H. Payne, 
professor of Finance and 
holder of the Horace and 
Sara Dunagan Chair of Ex-
cellence in Banking.

Bob Whelan, Pearson 
VUE vice president and 

general manager, 
said, “We are proud 
to welcome UT Mar-
tin to the Pearson 
VUE Authorized 
Center Select net-
work. UT Martin has 
been selected as the 
regional representa-

tive for our exclusive 
network because of its 

excellent service and great 
reputation. 

“With great select test 
centers like UT Martin, our 
clients can be assured their 
candidates will receive 
an exceptional experience 
each and every time they 
test,” Whelan said. 

Pearson VUE is the global 
leader in electronic test-
ing services for academic 
admissions, certification 

and licensure programs. 
Pearson VUE offers exams 

through the world’s largest 
network of more than 4,000 
test centers in 145 countries, 
providing testing services 
for information technology, 
regulatory and certification 

boards, academic, govern-
ment and corporate clients. 

For more information, 
contact the UTM Student 
Success Center Testing 
Center at 731-881-7727, or 
visit the Web site at www.
utm.edu/success.

Daniel

Campus chosen as testing 
site for GMAT, other exams

Housing: Continued from Cover
to be four stories tall unlike 
the previous five buildings 
which are only three sto-
ries. The three units will be 
166,180 square feet of new 
living facility for students 
on campus. The buildings 
are designed to house as 
many students as the pre-

vious McCord Hall. There 
are several room designs 
depending on the num-
ber of occupants in each 
room. The architectural 
work was completed by 
a joint venture between 
LY L E· C O O K·M A R T I N 
of Clarksville, Tenn., and 

TLM of Jackson, Tenn. The 
completion on the construc-
tion part of phase 2 is set 
for May 2008. The rooms 
then will be furnished and 
opened for occupancy by 
students for the fall 2008 
semester.

ing lots). To get the side-
walks and parking lots safe 
for students, the Physical 
Plant employees sprinkle a 
fertilizer to help melt the 
snow. Contrary to popu-
lar belief, salt is not used 
on the sidewalks due to 
its corrosive nature along 
with the threat of killing 
the grass and trees.  

The chancellor receives a 
phone call with the con-
ditions and all the infor-
mation necessary to make 
his decision at 5 and then 
University Relations is con-
tacted immediately after so 
that they can put the final 
decision on the UTM Web 

site. 
If in the event of a closure, 

University Relations would 
be the responsible party to 
report this information to 
any local media. At press 
time, Chancellor Nick 
Dunagan was unavailable 
for comment.  

Now that the steps have 
been understood, what are 
the criteria for school to be 
closed? 

What other universities 
and public school systems 
have decided does not pres-
ent any particular cause for 
concern. Due to the bus 
system being used by most 
public schools, the univer-

sity does not have to worry 
about being responsible 
for student transportation 
safety. Again, the main pri-
ority is that the entrances 
and sidewalks are cleared 
of obstructions, according 
to Hooten. 

 “Getting here does not 
play a role in our decision 
because the roadways are 
managed by the state. I 
don’t worry about [other 
universities’ and public 
schools’] environments. 
Public schools have to trans-
port students by bus, which 
is a large responsibility. We 
don’t have to worry about 
that,” Hooten said.

Weather: Continued from Cover



 Rachel Rogers,  A&E Editor • E-mail: pacer_features@utm.eduutmpacer.com

February 6, 2007 Page 5

Congratulations 
New Initiates

Kelsey Arnold
Jenna Atkins
Tori Bernero
Kenra Caldwell
Laurel Childs
Beth Dane
Whitney Depriest
Paige Dilday
Melissa Esposito
Alyssa Folk
Heather Grossner
Europe Hall
Casey Henson
Leslie Higgins

Kalynn Hightower
Julie Joyner

Katie Keathley
Kate Ladd

Liz McCurdy
Sarah Beth Norrid

Heather Ray
Paige Rhodes

Kayela Shepard
Anna Spence

Anderson Stallings
Rachel Wilkinson

Chi Omega

This year remember to register:

for classes

to vote

my vehicle

for the draft

for The Pacer Online

...Yep it’s that important
Registerng for our online content provides 
the user with message boards, comments, 

Pacer Online e-mail edition, and even   
breaking news e-mail.

Go to: utmpacer.com
Brought to you by: College Publisher

Register TODAY

Holly Perry

Editorial Assistant

People fly to class every day with “wings” provided by 
the popular drink Red Bull. 

Many students depend on caffeinated beverages to give 
them energy throughout the day. 90 percent of all adults 
in North America drink a caffeinated beverage each day 
with an average intake of 200-280 milligrams, according 
to a study by Johns Hopkins University. This amount 
roughly equals 5 cans of soda or 2 cups of coffee. The use 
of 75-150 milligrams of caffeine elevates neural activity in 
many parts of the brain, postpones fatigue and enhances 
performance at simple intellectual tasks, according to the 
Alcoholism and Drug Addiction Research Foundation in 
Canada.

Fortunately for caffeine addicts, in 1987 the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration found no evidence that normal 
caffeine intake produces any increased risk to health.

On campus, the caffeine craze is in full swing, with 
an array of outlets to keep students awake and alert for 
seemingly endless lectures, difficult exams, and merciless 
homework loads. 

Soft drinks, energy drinks, coffee, and tea are filling up 
cups across campus. 

The university bookstore even carries caffeinated mints 
such as Foosh Energy Mints. 

Foosh’s slogan is, “Foosh Energy Mints keep you going 
in a fast-moving world!” One mint contains the same “kick 
as coffee,” but no need to worry about brushing your teeth 
afterward because they are sugar free.

“We have a whole rack dedicated to the energy stuff. It’s 
big, and that’s why we have it,” said bookstore manager 
Sam Covington. 

Starbucks’ products, including various flavors of coffee, 
Tazo Tea and cold Frappuccinos, have found a home in 
students’ hearts as well.

“I mostly drink espresso to get an extra little kick,” said 

Parker Thompson, a sophomore Health and Human Per-
formance major.

He is not alone.  Coffee itself is a major industry on cam-
pus.  

“Sodexho sells several hundred gallons of caffeinated 
beverages a week. On average, we sell about 50 gallons 
of coffee per day,” said Bob Gilbert, the retail manager for 
UTM’s Sodexho Dining Services.

“I wouldn’t mind living in a Starbuck’s. A pillow fort 
under one of the tables would be awesome. It would also 
be nice to have that fresh brewed coffee scent follow me 
wherever I go,” said Bethany Hummer, a Visual and The-
atre Arts major. 

With caffeinated beverages being sold at such high vol-
umes, it is no wonder that anyone looking in on UTM’s 
campus will see coffee cups filling trash cans, soda ma-
chines on multiple floors of academic buildings – and stu-
dents flying to class, courtesy of Red Bull.  

Stephen Outten

www.StephenOutten.com

She was gone, lost somewhere in the throng of people 
milling in the lobby of the train station.  Men and women 
and boys and girls, single and in groups, standing or sit-
ting or talking or hugging, some crying, some smiling.  I 
thought the situation hopeless and almost gave up. 

But there she was, standing at a soda machine.  She had 
said on the train that she was thirsty – why wouldn’t she 
be getting a drink?  Except of course that the pockets on 
her skinny jeans wouldn’t have held a lone quarter, let 
alone the three required to purchase a soda.  Frustrated at 
the realization that she didn’t have any change, Anna hit 
the machine with her fist, immediately pulling it back to 
her mouth to nurse.  

“Allow me,” I said, sliding three coins into the slot.  

“Consider it a down payment.”
“Excuse me?” she asked, but her apprehension must not 

have been very high – she selected a drink anyway.  The 
can hit the dispensing tray with a loud thud.  “What ex-
actly are you putting a down payment on?”

“Some answers.”
“What makes you think you’re entitled to those, Ethan?  

We just met.  I barely know you.”
“But you owe me.  Seventy-five cents for the twelve 

ounces in your hand, and technically, you owe me for let-
ting you on the train with me.  You owe Amtrak the price 
of a ticket, but I’m willing to let that go.”  I smiled now, 
walking over to a bench.  “Come on.  Why is Anna Monroe 
running from her fiancé?”

Anna groaned dramatically, casting her gaze towards 
the ceiling before sitting down next to me.  “Fine.  But only 
because you’re so nice.”

So she started telling me her story.  As I already knew, 
Anna was engaged.  The story of her engagement, how-
ever, proved to be quite amazing. 

         ***
Anna was never popular in high school.  Growing up 

in the northwest corner of Tennessee, she didn’t attend 
church regularly, wasn’t conservative, and didn’t follow 
the golden rule of Southern Society: no matter what you 

might think of anyone in particular, you were to be friend-
ly to his or her face.  No matter what.  Anna had a tenden-
cy to speak her mind whenever she felt the urge, whether 
she was in class, at the doctor’s office, or in the occasional 
Sunday congregation.  In high school, she was voted Most 
Likely To Be Infamous.  

Which is why after graduation, when she started work-
ing at the free legal clinic that her mother ran, her class-
mates soon left her behind in thought, most of them pre-
paring to leave for college.

As the excitement of graduation had finally faded in late 
summer, Anna was stacking files in the back when a mas-
sive cloud of dust billowed from the road outside her win-
dow.  Red and blue flashing lights pulsed with screaming 
sirens atop two police cars as they pulled into the clinic’s 
parking lot.  

Throwing a quick glance to the tiny locker where she 
kept her personal belongings, Anna’s stomach fell.  What 
would her mother think when the police busted Anna for 
marijuana stored at a free legal clinic for the impoverished?  
The headline practically wrote itself.  

Official voices echoed through the clinic lobby.  Unable 
to move, the irony of this situation was not lost on Anna.            

Perhaps her classmates had been right.  Anna’s reign of 
infamy began now.

Sixteen Minutes: Part III

Flying through early morning class, courtesy of caffeine
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Online reality ‘games’ 

a waste of time, money

I generally try to avoid 
writing commentary 

about Web sites that are 
designed to take away peo-
ple’s every day lives. After 
all, a large part of the online 
world is intended to pro-
vide distractions at home 
and work.

However, I do have a 
problem with Secondlife.
com, a site that allows users 
to control a virtual reality 
identity in a 3-
D world. At the 
surface, Second 
Life is a lot like 
the PC game 
series The Sims. 
Beyond the use 
of avatars in a 
digitally created 
world, though, 
Second Life can be a serious 
waste of time and money 
for users.

The basic idea behind 
Second Life, or SL for short, 
is to create an online iden-
tity tied to an avatar that 
can buy land, houses and 
objects to fill their online 
home.

But here’s the catch – users 
pay real American dollars 
to the company behind SL, 
Linden Lab, to get Linden 
dollars that can be used 
to pay for real estate and 
household objects.

The total number of SL 
users is supposed to be 
around 3 million, according 

to secondlife.com, although 
this number includes 
people with multiple user 
accounts.

Even con-
s i d e r i n g 
that this is 
a simplified 
explanation 
of Second 
Life, doesn’t 
it sound a bit 
out rageous 
to you?

Maybe I’m too well 
grounded in my real life. 
I really don’t have time 
to spend buying a house 
and meeting people online 
when I can’t buy a house 
and hardly have time to 
put a face with a name in 
reality.

In the end, SL may just 
follow the trend of other 
online massive multiplayer 
games that run their course 
and then die a slow death as 
another “awesome” game 
comes along and takes its 
place. In the meantime, I’ll 
be spending my money 
– and time – somewhere 
other than Secondlife.com.

Matt Cook 
Technical 
Editor

From the Geek Corner

Web site of the week
www.

.com
.net

.html
flash

Jay Baker

Assist. News Editor

Virtually all college 
students have suffered 
what some call “death by 
PowerPoint,” and most 
everyone who has taken 
public speaking has had 
to create a presentation 
in Microsoft’s presenta-
tion software as well. This 
week’s site of the week 
offers a free way to create 
presentations on-line for 
pretty much any purpose, 
using Flash animation to 
create very sleek presenta-
tions that can be accessed 
from any computer with a 
connection to the Internet. 

The slide creation aspect 
of it isn’t too far off from 
Microsoft’s PowerPoint, 
so anyone familiar with it 
should have no problem 
turning out professional-
looking presentations. 
Newcomers shouldn’t find 
it too hard either. 

The intuitive design 
behind slide creation makes 
it really easy to churn out 
a great presentation on 
any topic you can imag-
ine. Also, there are some 
excellent demo presenta-
tions and YouTube videos 
with ideas on how to use 
Spresent.

The site has integrated 
support for Flickr and a 
sizable gallery of clip-art. 
It’s even pretty easy to 
incorporate videos from 
YouTube or mp3’s.

Aside from making the 
compulsory presentations 
for public speaking, you can 
make a great presentation 
about important issues on 
your blog. You could make 
a slick photo slide show 
for your site or to email 
to friends. You could even 
make a custom e-card.

So why would any-
one want to create their 
PowerPoint presentations 
on-line? Because it’s easier 
and a lot more reliable. The 
Spresent servers are a lot 
less likely to lose your pre-
sentation files than you are 
to lose your jump drive. 
Best of all, it’s free. Shelling 
out hundreds for Microsoft 
Office or just PowerPoint 
can be pretty daunting for 
most college students. If 
you need to actually turn 
in a PowerPoint (.ppt) file, 
don’t forget you can use 
OpenOffice.org’s free pro-
gram, Impress, to create 
presentations you can save 
in .ppt format. Otherwise, 
use Spresent; it’s a lot easier 
and cooler. 

Maybe I’m 
too well 

grounded in 
real life.

www.Spresent.org

theTechnophile
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Connec
ting UTM 

to the

connec
ted world.

Nike + iPod: A running revolution?

Karen Langdon

Staff Writer

Last week, Technophile 
Editor Matt Cook talked 
about the “cure for the com-
mon resolution,” and I just 
happen to have a spoonful 
of sugar to take with it.

You’ve read all about 
Apple’s hot new iPhone 
and Apple TV, but neither 
of those products sound 
like they would be the least 
bit helpful with the com-
mon New Year’s resolution 
of losing weight. However, 
one of Apple’s products 
that is currently dwelling 
in the shadow of their other 
new gadgets is the perfect 
tool for a little weight loss.

All the motivation you 
need to get rid of those 

extra thousands of calories 
consumed over the holidays 
could be a pair of Nike+ 
shoes, an iPod nano, and a 
Nike + iPod sport kit.

Last year, Apple teamed 
up with Nike to create 
Nike+, a revolutionary 
product that allows run-
ners’ shoes to communicate 
with their iPods, connect to 
their computers, and com-
pete with other runners 
from all over the world. 

Nike+ shoes have a built-
in pocket under the insole 
that houses a sensor which 
uses a sensitive accelerome-
ter to measure activity. The 
sensor wirelessly streams 
the data to a receiver that 
plugs right into the iPod 
nano dock connector, con-
stantly monitoring pace 

and distance and provid-
ing feedback.

After a run, runners 
can connect the iPod to a 
computer and sync their 
workout data to iTunes and 
nikeplus.com just as easily 
as syncing music. Nikeplus.
com saves statistics so that 
they can be analyzed later 
– checking speed, distance 
and calories burned by day, 
week or month.

Nikeplus.com can then 
be used to challenge any 
member anywhere to a 
competition, syncing and 
comparing results when 
they log on.

And of course, the iTunes 
Music Store offers countless 
mixes developed especially 
for workouts, Nike-created 
content and “PowerSongs” 

to invigorate runners 
through the final stretch. 

The only drawback to 
this resolution solution is 
the price: an average pair 
of Nike+ shoes runs around 
$100. Many people already 
own an iPod nano, and the 
accompanying Nike + iPod 
Sport Kit is a fairly reason-
able $29.

So for serious runners, 
serious resolution keepers 
and those who don’t mind 
dishing out at least $150, 
Nike+ is a good investment 
and a great way to stay 
motivated while running.  
But for everyone else … 
well, New Year’s resolu-
tions aren’t really supposed 
to last a whole year … are 
they?

Weblog awards to be 

announced in March
David Hampton

Editorial Assist.

The winners of the sev-
enth annual 2007 Weblog 
Awards, also known as 
the “Bloggies,” will be 
announced on Monday, 
March 12. The Weblog 
Awards, held annually since 
2001, recognize superlative 
Web logs in various catego-
ries, and honors one site 
with Weblog of the Year. 
The site for the categories 
and finalists, and where 
the winners will be posted, 
is 2007.bloggies.com.

The Weblog Awards 
divides the Web logs, bet-
ter known as blogs, into 
categories including 
Best Web Application for 
Weblogs, Best Photography 
of a Weblog and Best 
Computers or Technology 
Weblog. Other categories 
include sports, food, music 
and so on. There are also 
categories for the best blogs 
from different areas around 
the globe. There are 30 cat-
egories in all.

This year’s Weblog 
of the Year finalists are 
“Gizmodo,” a blog that 
serves as a guide to new 
electronics; “Go Fog 
Yourself,” a fashion blog; 
“Lifehacker,” a blog dedi-
cated to following new soft-
ware and Internet down-
loads; “Dooce,” which is 
an on-going chronicle of a 
former Los Angeles Web 
designer turned stay-at-
home mom; “PostSecret,” 
a page where anyone can 
submit postcard-like ren-
derings revealing personal 
secrets (usually humorous); 
and “Boing Boing,” on 
which unusual news stories 
and products are posted.

Heather B. Armstrong, 
founder and operator of 
“Dooce,” grew up outside 

of Memphis and graduated 
valedictorian of Bartlett 
High School in 1993. She 
then attended Brigham 
Young University, where 
she earned a degree in 
English. She created the 
blog in 2001. In her bio she 
says, “This Web site chron-
icles my life from a time 
when I was single and mak-
ing a lot of money as a Web 
designer in Los Angeles, to 
when I was dating the man 
who would become my hus-
band, to when I lost my job 
and lived life as an unem-
ployed drunk, to when I 
married my husband and 
moved to Utah, to when I 
became pregnant, to when 
I threw up and became 
unbearably swollen dur-
ing the pregnancy, to the 
birth, to the aftermath, to 
the postpartum depression 
that landed me in a mental 
hospital. I’m better now.” 
Her story can be found at 
www.dooce.com. In addi-
tion to Weblog of the Year, 
Dooce is also nominated 
for Best American Weblog, 
Best Photography of a 
Weblog, and Best Writing 
of a Weblog.

Other notable finalists 
include “Photobucket” for 
the Best Web Application 
of Weblogs category, 
“Instapundit” for Best 
Weblog about Politics, and 
“Daily Blog Tips” for Best 
Web Development Weblog.

A Web log is defined by 
the Weblog Awards site sim-
ply as “a page with dated 
entires.” Dictionary.com 
defines ‘blog’ as “a shared 
on-line journal where peo-
ple can post diary entries 
about their personal expe-
riences and hobbies,” add-
ing that entries are usually 
posted in chronological 
order.

dooce.com

Heather B. Armstrong, a native of Memphis, has been 

nominated for American Weblog of the Year and 

Weblog of the Year.

Got story ideas? Email them to
pacer@utm.edu or visit utmpacer.com!
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2007 Ohio Valley Conference softball team capsules

The road to the OVC Championship will once again 
run through Cookeville as the Golden Eagles return 15 
letterwinners, including seven starters, from the 2006 
squad that won a conference record 50 games. Among 
the returning players are the 2006 OVC Pitcher of the 
Year, Bonnie Bynum, and the 2006 OVC Freshman of the 
Year, Danielle Wallace. Bynum set an OVC record with 
308 strikeouts last season.                      

Mar. 24-25 • 1 p.m.
Martin                                                                                         

•Location: Cookeville
•Stadium: Tech Softball 
Field
•Mascot: Golden Eagles
•Colors: Purple & Gold

•Coach: Tory Acheson
•2006 Overall Record: 
50-15
•2006 OVC Record: 24-2 
•Finished 1st in OVC

•Last year, Tech swept 
UTM, 3-0, in Cookeville

Senior pitcher Candace Hildebrand leads the Tigers into 
the 2007 season after posting a 12-13 record with a 1.78 
earned run average in 2006. Hildebrand represented the 
Tigers on the Ohio Valley Conference’s All-Newcomer 
Team. The Tigers return three pitchers and three position 
players from last year’s team that went 21-35 overall and 
6-20 in the OVC, good enough for a 9th place finish.

May 5-6 • 6 p.m.• 1 p.m.
Nashville

•Location: Nashville
•Stadium: Tiger Field 
•Mascot: Tigers
•Colors: Blue & White
•Coach: Joyce Maudie

•2006 Overall Record: 
21-35
•2006 OVC Record: 6-20 
•Finished 9th in OVC

   
•Last year, UTM swept 
TSU, 3-0, in Martin

14th-year head coach Jana McGinnis welcomes back five 
position layers and two starting pitchers from her 2006 
team that went 43-15 overall and 21-5 in the conference 
to finish three games behind champion Tennessee Tech. 
2006 OVC Player of the Year Daniela Pappano returns for 
her senior season after leading the league in seven offen-
sive categories in 2006 while batting .392. She is joined by 
fellow All-OVC honoree infielder Lauren Horwath.

                 Apr. 28-29 •  1 p.m. 
     Martin

•Location: Jacksonville,
 Ala.

•Stadium: University 
Field 
•Mascot: Gamecocks

•Colors: Red & Black
•Coach: Jana McGinnis
•2006 Overall Record: 
43-15
•2006 OVC Record:  21-5

•Finished 2nd in OVC
•Last year, JSU swept 
UTM, 3-0, in Jacksonville.
• JSU defeated UTM in 
OVC Tournament, 9-2

Samford is expected to repeat last year’s disappointing 
7th place finish in 2007. The Bulldog roster includes four 
talented seniors in pitcher Susanna Meyer, infielder Jen-
na Dempski, infielder Liz Pearse and outfielder Shelley 
Stanley. Seven starters return for head coach Beanie Ket-
cham, including Meyer and sophomore pitcher Stepha-
nie Royall.

Apr. 6-7 • 4 p.m.  • 1 p.m.
    Birmingham 

•Location: Birmingham,
 Ala.

•Stadium: Bulldog Soft-
ball Field
•Mascot: Bulldogs

•Colors: Red & Blue
•Coach: Beanie Ketcham
•2006 Overall Record:  
20-38
•2006 OVC Record: 10-16 

•Finished T-7th in OVC
   
•Last year, UTM defeated 
Samford, 2-1, in Martin

Although they return seven starters from the 2006 team 
that finished third in the OVC with a 36-26 overall record, 
the Panthers are predicted to finish only sixth in 2007. The 
2006 team’s positive finish, their best since 2000, came af-
ter a preseason poll placed them seventh in the league. 
Seniors Chelsea Adams, Sandyn Short and Katy Steele re-
turn as the most accomplished teammates in school his-
tory, combining for 99 career doubles and 43 home runs.

             Apr. 14-15 •noon
 Charleston, Ill.

•Location: Charleston, Ill.
•Stadium: Williams Field
•Mascot: Panthers
•Colors: Blue and Grey
•Coach: Kim Schuette

•2006 Overall Record: 
36-26
•2006 OVC Record: 16-11 
•Finished 3rd in OVC

•Last year, EIU defeated
 UTM, 2-1, in Martin

The Redhawks will look to advance to the OVC postsea-
son tournament for the 14th consecutive year in 2007 after 
finishing fifth in the league a year ago. Head coach Lana 
Richmond welcomes back eight letterwinners, includ-
ing 2006 All-OVC honorees Megan McDonald, Lindsay 
Pickering and Michelle Summers. Also returning for the 
Redhawks will be junior pitcher Elaine Fisher and sopho-
more infielder/pitcher Lauren Bradley.

Apr. 21-22 • 1 p.m. 
 Martin

•Location: Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.

•Stadium: Southeast Soft-
ball Complex
•Mascot: Redhawks

•Colors: Red and Black
•Coach: Lana Richmond
•2006 Overall Record: 
28-24
•2006 OVC Record: 14-13 

•Finished 5th in OVC
•Last year, SEMO de-
feated UTM, 2-1, in Cape 
Girardeau and 3-0 in the 
OVC Tournament

The Lady Colonels return seven starters, including four 
pitchers, from their 2006 team that finished 33-29 overall 
and 13-13 in the conference to place sixth among OVC 
teams. Senior pitcher Kelsey Anderson returns after rank-
ing in the top 10 in the OVC in seven categories, including 
wins, strikeouts, shutouts, innings pitched, appearances, 
starts and complete games. Infielder Chanze Patterson 
stole a league-high 31 bases as a sophomore in 2006.

 Mar. 17-18  • noon
 Richmond

•Location: Richmond, Ky. 
•Stadium: Gertrude Hood 
Field
•Mascot: Lady Colonels
•Colors: Maroon & White 

•Coach: Jane Worthington
•2006 Overall Record: 
33-29
•2005 OVC Record: 13-13 
•Finished 6th in OVC

•Last year, UTM swept 
EKU, 3-0, in Martin

For the second consecutive year, the Lady Governors 
have been picked to finish in a tie for seventh in the OVC 
with Samford. Senior pitcher Natasha Anderson is ex-
pected to be the key to the Lady Govs’ success. Anderson 
went 12-14 with a 2.37 ERA in 27 starts in 2006. Junior in-
fielder Sarah Longmire, who hit .307 while driving in 22 
runs, is the Lady Govs’ leading returning hitter.

Apr. 10 • 1 p.m. • Martin 
    Apr. 26 • 3 p.m. • Clarksville

•Location: Clarksville
•Stadium: Lady Govs 
Softball Field

•Mascot: Lady Governors
•Colors: Red & White
•Coach: Jim Perrin
•2006 Overall Record:  

21-31
•2006 OVC Record: 10-16 
•Finished T-7th in OVC
  

The chances of the Eagles improving on last year’s dread-
ful 13-40 season that included a 3-24 OVC mark and a 
last-place finish in the league are not promising. Gone is 
the team’s top pitcher from 2006, Ashley Hubbell, who 
led the Eagles with a 6-12 won-loss record and an ERA 
of 3.23 in just over 106 innings of work. The Eagles do 
return their top hitter from a year ago, Bri Jones, who hit 
.303 with one home run and stole 18 bases in 53 games.

Nov. 17 • 7 p.m. 
Martin 

•Location: Morehead, Ky.
•Stadium: University 
Softball Field
•Mascot: Eagles
•Colors: Royal Blue & 

Gold
•Coach: Jill Karwoski
•2006 Overall Record: 
13-40
 •2006 OVC Record: 3-24 

•Finished 10th in OVC
•Last year, UTM swept 
MSU, 3-0, in Morehead.

Coach Donley Canary’s squad will rely on a bevy of 
young talent as it looks to improve on its third-place fin-
ish in 2006. Sophomore Ashley Myatt and junior Ashton 
Strode bolster a talented rotation, while four freshmen 
will begin the season as starters. Offensively, freshman 
third baseman Megan VanArsdale and senior centerfield-
er Brittany Nash, who hit .261 during the 2006 season,  
should provide some pop at the plate for the Skyhawks.

•Location: Martin
•Stadium: Bettye Giles 
Field
•Mascot: Skyhawks
•Colors: Orange & Blue

•Coach: Donley Canary
•2006 Overall Record: 
35-26
 •2006 OVC Record: 15-12 
•Finished 4th in OVC

Chase Elliott
Staff Writer

When looking at the ros-
ter of the Skyhawk softball 
team, which contains 14 
freshman and sophomore 
players of the 19 total play-
ers, some would think they 
are too young to compete. 

Head coach Donley Ca-
nary has a different opin-
ion, saying, “This year’s 
team is very young and 
also very talented.” 

The young team is look-
ing at starting four fresh-
men this season as well as 
having many other fresh-
men competing to come off 
the bench in the catching, 
pitching, and hitting situa-
tions. 

The Skyhawks have a 
strong pitching rotation 
starting with sophomore 
Ashley Myatt, who finished 
last season with a record 
of 14-11 and a 2.05 ERA in 
32 appearances. She also 
earned a spot on the “OVC 
All Newcomer Team” last 

season. 
“It’s really something to 

see when Ashley goes out 
and dominates bigger and 
stronger teams,” said Ca-
nary.

Another strong arm 
comes from junior Ashton 
Strode, formerly of Western 
Kentucky, who also made 
the “OVC All Newcomer 
Team” with the Skyhawks 
last season behind her 12-
10 record. She is one of the 
top strikeout pitchers in the 
Ohio Valley Conference, 
and looks to really improve 
even more this season. 
   Kara Harper, a sopho-
more from Long Beach, Ca-
lif., ended last season with 
a 5-2 record and a 1.97 ERA. 
Harper, when not pitching, 
will assume the position at 
first base.

“Kara is the best fielding 
first baseman that I have 
ever had and defensively 
we have no one that can 
compare to her,” said Ca-
nary. 

Paij Lintz, a freshman 
pitcher from Lewisburg, 

came out of high school as a 
very decorated player who 
throws extremely hard. She 
is a very smart player, has 
a great rise ball, and ap-
proaches 62 miles per hour 
with her pitches.

The infield this season 
is very athletic and should 
prove to be very competi-
tive throughout the entire 
season. 

Sophomore Lauren Man-
na will start as catcher this 
season for the Skyhawks. 
Manna is recovering from 
mononucleosis, which has 
caused her to lose some 
weight and strength, but 
she is working to build up 
her stamina. 

Laurie Lindow, Savannah 
Roberts, and Riley Pace are 
others that will be sharing 
some of the catching time 
this season. Lindow and 
Roberts will also see play-
ing time at the corner posi-
tions as well as batting. 

Second base will prove 
to be a battle between the 
three-year starter Fallon 
Lowery and freshman Lau-

ra Roberts. Lowery ended 
last season with only seven 
errors and a fielding per-
centage of .967. Freshman 
Laura Roberts, an all-state 
shortstop out of Johnson 
City, Ill., will be the chal-
lenger for the second base 
position this season. 

“Roberts has a very strong 
work ethic and it will be in-
teresting to see who emerg-
es at that position as the 
season goes along,” said 
Canary. 

The shortstop position 
brings a battle of its own this 
year. Senior Stacy Weaver 
and sophomore Greer Long 
split time last season at the 
shortstop position. 

“Both ended up last sea-
son with about the same 
fielding percentage and 
they both need to improve 
their hitting, so that’s an-
other position that’s up in 
the air for grabs right now,” 
said Canary.

Third base has been 
nailed down by freshman 
Megan VanArsdale from 
Garden Grove, Calif.

“She could be one of the 
best pure hitters we’ve ever 
had here at UT Martin,” 
Canary says of VanArsdale, 
who could also play some 
at second base this season.

Starting in left field for 
the Skyhawks this year will 
be Ashley Benbow, a fresh-
man from Millington. 

Benbow, a left-handed hit-
ter, has tremendous speed 
and can hit with power. She 
is also a contact hitter bat-
ting from the second spot 
in the lineup, and will also 
be a stolen-base threat for 
the Skyhawks. 

Sophomore Amanda 
Long could also see some 
playing time in left field 
this season. Long is com-
ing off of a torn rotator cuff 
injury she suffered while 
playing at Rend Lake Com-
munity College and is cur-
rently dealing with shin 
splints that might possibly 
cause her to redshirt this 
season. 

Senior Brittany Nash will 
start in the centerfield posi-
tion. Nash, who hit .261 last 

year, will use her speed to 
help the team in the lead 
off spot.

 “Brittany is the best 
defensive outfielder we 
have. She plays extremely 
hard, and we look for big 
things from her this sea-
son,” said Canary. 

Ashley Byrd, a fresh-
man from Martin, will also 
see some playing time in 
centerfield. Byrd has been 
turned around to the left 
side of the plate and will be 
used as a slap hitter because 
of her good speed. 

Megan Williams will 
assume the right field 
duties for the Skyhawks 
this season. Williams plays 
both outfield and utility 
positions on the infield, but 
she is strong defensively 
and right field is where 
she is needed. Freshman 
Brittany Burkett, who also 
plays infield and outfield 
positions, will see some 
playing time at third base 

Softball team hopes youth is key to success in 2007

— See ‘Softball’ on Page 8
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The 2007 edition of Skyhawk softball features a number of younger players who will shoulder the burden 
left by the loss of Justine Pineda, who led the team in slugging percentage, runs scored, hits, runs batted 
in, doubles, triples, home runs and total bases last season. Sophomore pitcher Ashley Myatt (front row, fifth 
from right) returns after having a successful debut season during which she compiled a 14-11 record with a 
2.05 ERA in 32 appearances for head coach Donley Canary. The Skyhawks are looking to improve on their 
35-26-1 record and third-place finish in the Ohio Valley Conference from 2006. They will raise the curtain on 
the new season this weekend when they travel to Southeastern Louisiana to participate in a tournament. The 
Skyhawks will play their home opener Feb. 17-18 when they host the UTM Hospitality House Classic.

Matt Maxey/ UTM Sports Information

UTM Sports Information

UTM women’s basketball has been 
nearly unbeatable at Skyhawk Arena 
this season, Saturday night was no 
different.  

Southeast Missouri State entered 
the game ranked No. 2 in the Ohio 
Valley Conference standings, but 
could not contain the Skyhawks 
and sophomore sensation Phyllisha 
Mitchell, who recorded her ninth 
double-double of the season. UTM 
won 63-54 to improve its record to 13-
10 overall and 8-7 in OVC action. The 
win was the sixth consecutive inside 
the Kathleen and Tom Elam Center. 
Southeast Missouri falls to 15-7 on 
the year and 10-4 in conference play.

The Skyhawks began the game 
with a defensive game plan to shut 
down OVC Newcomer of the Week 
Missy Whitney and the nation’s top 
rebounder Lachelle Lyles. UTM also 
had to carry out that strategy with-
out All-OVC First-Team member 
Andreika Jackson who was unavail-
able because of a knee injury suf-
fered in the closing moments of the 
Skyhawks’ game at Tennessee Tech.

The Skyhawk defensive game plan 
worked from the beginning when the 
Skyhawks’ defensive pressure forced 
Whitney into the first of five turn-
overs on the first play of the game, 
resulting in a Skyhawk basket by 
senior Crystal Fuller. The Fuller bas-
ket to start the game gave Tennessee-
Martin a lead they would never relin-
quish.

The Skyhawks built on its lead 
throughout the first-half, pushing it 
to 14 points with 1:30 remaining in 
the period. The Skyhawks were able 
to build that lead with healthy doses 
of Mitchell in the post, who recorded 
eight points and eight rebounds, and 
a balance of hot shooting by the 
guards around the perimiter. A late 
Redhawk jumper by Joicelin Thesing 
cut the Skyhawk lead back to 12 
going into the locker room.

UTM continued its defensive pres-
sure to open the second half and 
pushed its advantage to 18 before the 
Redhawks began to chip away at the 
lead. Southeast Missouri cut the lead 
to nine on a Tarina Nixon jumper, but 
Kim Cox answered for the Skyhawks 
with a three-point bucket to push 
the advantage once again to double 

digits. UTM would keep a comfort-
able double-digit lead until the last 
seconds of the game when the final 
margin was cut to nine.

“We played 34 minutes of good 
basketball tonight,” said Skyhawk 
head coach Tara Tansil. “We had a 
bit of a mental lapse at the end of 
the game but were still able to come 
through. We also had a lot of people 
step up big and fill in for Andreika 
[Jackson] who wasn’t available for us 
tonight.”

Mitchell led the Skyhawks with 
12 points and 10 rebounds. Nicole 
Holman chipped in 11 points, all com-
ing from the free-throw line along 
with a season high 10 points from 
Jennifer Angler. Sonya Daugherty 
led Southeast Missouri and all scores 
with 24. Lyles pulled down 18 of the 
Redhawks’ 37 total rebounds. The 
Skyhawks won the team rebounding 
battle, grabbing 41.

The Skyhawks will return to 
action Thursday when they face 
the Tennessee State Lady Tigers at 
the Gentry Center in Nashville at 7 
p.m. Tennessee-Martin took the first 
match-up with the Tigers, earlier this 
season 65-57 at Skyhawk Arena.

Skyhawk women extend home win streak to six 

games with win over Redhawks in OVC contest

Skyhawk Men’s Basketball
      Thurs., Feb. 1    Sat., Feb. 3     Tues., Feb. 6

Tennessee Tech 82, UTM 74                             SEMO 73, UTM 69                                      Skyhawks @ Tennessee St                                      

Cleve Woodfork: 1,000th career point                          McKale Jones: 14 points

and outfield this season.
The Skyhawks will 

open their season by play-
ing a five-game set in 
the Southeast Louisiana 
Tournament. The Skyhawks 
will then host the UTM 
Hospitality House Classic 
played at the Martin Parks 
and Recreational Complex 
on Feb. 17-18.

“The schedule this year 
is very difficult, probably 
the most difficult schedule 
we have played since I have 
been here at UT Martin,” 
says Canary.

“You also don’t really  
know who you are going 
to be playing when you join 
these tournaments but we 
ought to be very well pre-

pared when we start our 
OVC games,” he says.

Following their tourna-
ment, the team will trav-
el to play six games in 
the Northwestern State 
Invitational Tournament 
and then play five games 
the following weekend in 
the UT Chattanooga Frost 
Classic. The Skyhawks will 
then travel cross-country to 
play six games throughout 
the state of California Mar. 
9-12.

The team will open OVC 
play on the road against 
Eastern Kentucky before 
playing their first home con-
ference game at Bettye Giles 
Field on Mar. 24 against 
Tennessee Tech. The team 
will then play 22 more con-
ference games, closing the 
regular season at Tennessee 
State on May 6. 

 Softball: Continued from 
page 7

Skyhawk junior guard Jennifer Angler gets a three-
point attempt away just over the outstretched hand 
of her SEMO defender during the Skyhawk women’s 
63-54 victory in Saturday’s OVC contest at the Elam 
Center. Angler scored a season-high 10 points and 
was one of three Skyhawks to score in double figures 
as the team improved to 13-10 overall and 8-7 in the 
OVC.

Trevor Ruszkowski/ UTM Sports Information

UTM Sports Information

The Skyhawk men’s ten-
nis team dropped its first 
two matches of the season 
last weekend to Lipscomb 
University 4-3 and then to 
the University of Memphis 
7-0.

In the Lipscomb match the 
men lost the doubles point 
but fought back in singles 
winning at the top three 
positions but could not 
break through in the bot-
tom three. Despite the loss, 
Coach Taylor was pleased 
with the aggressive play his 
entire team had.

“Even though we lost the 
match, I was encouraged at 
the style of play the men 
had. No one backed down 
from being offensive and 
they battled for every point. 
I think what cost us today 
was losing that doubles 
point,” said Coach Taylor, 
Skyhawk head coach.

The men again lost 
the doubles point in the 
Memphis match, but this 
time they just could not 
break through in any of the 
singles matches. However, 

the men kept up their 
offensive play and were 
not intimidated at all by a 
strong team like Memphis.

“I would say the most 
important thing the men 
showed me was their atti-
tude. There was no backing 
down despite being down in 
matches and they continued 
to battle every point look-
ing to be on the offensive,” 
added Coach Taylor.

When looking at the week-
end as a whole Coach Taylor 
believed the men improved 
by around 20 percent.

“I just know if we con-
tinue with our style of play 
and get some more matches 
under our belt before the 
conference we are going to 
be a strong team. We just 
need to improve each day 
in practice and learn from 
these matches and not look 
at the mistakes but what we 
did right as a team.”

The men will need to 
learn quickly because they 
will return to action this 
weekend when they join 
the women in Chattanooga 
on February 10 to take 
on a strong University of 
Chattanooga team.

Men’s tennis opens sea-

son with pair of losses

http://pacer.utm.edu/sports
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