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Bredesen to discuss regional economic growth in roundtable today
Gov. Phil Bredesen will 

discuss the tax incentives 
for local businesses during 
a campus visit today, his 
press secretary said.

Members of the 
Tennessee Department of 
Economic and Community 
Development, including 
the departmen’t commis-
sioner Matt Kisber, will 
speak at a forum discussion 
on what new incentives the 
state has to offer for rural 
communities to utilize in 
the hopes of recruiting new 
businesses.

UTM Chancellor Tom 
Rakes, State Senator 
Roy Herron, State 

Representat ive 
Matt Maddox 
and other state 
and local officials 
also attend the 
roundtable dis-
cussion, accord-
ing to a press 
release from the 
governor’s office.

“If a company 
chooses a rural 
and economi-
cally distressed 
county as a prospective 
building site, there will be 
more incentives offered,” 
said Tracy Exum, director 
of Economic Development 
in West Tennessee. “Places 

like Memphis 
and Nashville 
won’t have as 
many incen-
tives as places 
that are gener-
ally rural.”

The governor 
has worked on 
d e v e l o p i n g 
and increasing 
the various tax 
incentives to 
help further 

the economic development 
and growth of all areas of 
Tennessee, which includes 
those areas that are gener-
ally rural in nature. 

Laura Elkins, pub-

lic information officer 
for state’s Department of 
Economic and Community 
Development, says that the 
governor has been work-
ing on making these tax 
incentives a priority “to 
spur economies in rural 
communities” so that all 
areas of the state have the 
possibility for growth and 
not just urban areas.

The discussion begins at 
3 p.m. in 206 UC. There 
will be materials available 
for anyone wanting more 
information on the incen-
tives being offered through-
out the state.

Business growth in rural 

West Tennessee—including 
the City of Martin—is trail-
ing behind other parts of 
the state, notably Middle 
Tennessee, economic data 
show.

Martin has experienced 
a greater than 11 percent 
decline in businesses over 
the past four years, which 

Martin Mayor Randy 
Brundige has disputed.

Murray, Ky., a town with a 
similar size with a similarly 
sized college, has grown by 
4 percent over the past four 
years.

The information is also 
available at www.tnecd.
gov.

Jay Baker

Jesus is everywhere at UTM, well at least the 
religion spawned by his teachings.

UTM’s Web site lists several Christian stu-
dent organizations. These organizations and 
groups run the gamut of popular denomina-
tions in the area. They also take different 
approaches in both their beliefs and practices.

One of them, Reformed University 
Fellowship, is trying “to reach students for 
Christ and equip them to serve him. We seek 
to do that through bible studies,” said Justin 
Westmoreland, RUF’s campus minister.

“I meet on campus with students in one-
on-ones. Different students meet with other 
students as well,” said Westmoreland. “We 
seek to be a ministry that’s in and through 
students, but I’m also a pastor with a local 
Presbyterian church.”

Most Christian organizations do not keep 
regular members, but rather students come 
and go to events and meetings. RUF is no 
exception said Westmoreland. 

“We have a Facebook group with over 100 
members,” said Westmoreland. He added that 
this wasn’t a true representation of the stu-
dents who actually participate. Westmoreland 
said that anywhere from 30-60 come to the 
group’s large Bible studies while a total of 
about 26 meet in various small group Bible 
study sessions each week. RUF meets every 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in UC 111.

“We’re for Christians to be able to grow 
and ask questions, but we also are there for 
conversion, people coming to Christ,” said 
Westmoreland.

The Interfaith Student Center takes a differ-
ent approach to faith than do other organiza-
tions.

“We have a unique opportunity to bring 
people together of different faiths to work 
together for peace,” said Jolinne Balentine-

Bowney, Interfaith Director. “I think 
that’s what makes us different is the openness 
to all faiths. We’re intentional about that, we’re 
actively seeking to be involved with people of 
other faiths.”

Balentine-Bowney said that while 
most students who visit the center and are 
involved in its activities are professed Christians, 
the center makes an effort to include non-

Jennifer Swegles

Chris Simcox, the presi-
dent of the controversial 
Minutemen Civil Defense 
Corps, canceled his visit 
to UT Martin on Thursday 
amid a flurry of funding 
confusion.

The Minutemen are a vol-
unteer group dedicated to 
helping the United States 
detain illegal immigrants 
along the Mexican border, 
on Thursday, Nov. 1. 

The organization funding 
his lecture, Students for Life 
and College Republicans, 
had planned on receiving 
an outside grant to fund 
Simcox’s lecture.

But the Leadership 
Institute, an Alexandria, 
Va.-based conservative 
political group, compiled 
a grant from donations 
of conservative private 
donors, and the group was 
unable to verify whether 
the donors were pro-life, a 
requirement for the grant.

Brett Farley, univer-
sity tour director for 
the Minuteman Civil 
Defense Corps, said, “The 
Leadership Institute appli-
cation was not approved 
by regional coordinators, 
but other applications 
were approved at Belmont 
University and another 
Nashville university.” 

The cost to bring Simcox 
would have totaled $1,500, 
but the student group 
would have received a 
slight price reduction.

Simcox’s sweeping inten-
tion to improve border con-
trol with the assistance of 
volunteer citizens has been 
considered unsympathetic 
toward the plight illegal 
immigrants are forced to 
face. He’s been associated 
with white supremacists 
and has been fined for car-
rying a concealed hand-
gun. Although provoca-
tive, his intent is to spread 
his group’s mission.

“We will employ all 
means of civil protest, 
demonstration, and politi-
cal lobbying to accomplish 
this goal,” the group posts 

Bredesen

If you go:

Gov. Phil Bredesen talks about 
West Tennessee’s economy

3 p.m.
Today

UC 206

Americans are victims of 
identity theft each year.

is the fastest growing 
crime in America.

Social Security numbers, addresses among leaked information
Will York

UT Martin officials are 
reviewing their Internet 
policies after a watchdog 
group found 240 high 
school students’ Social 
Security numbers and 
other private data on the 
university’s Web site.

The university publicly 
posted the students’ full 
names, Social Security 
numbers, addresses, ACT 
scores and other sensitive 
information in two Excel 
spreadsheets on a public 
portion of its Web site, the 
nonprofit Liberty Coalition 
said in an e-mail Saturday.

The students were 2004 
applicants to the Tennessee 
Governor’s School for the 
Agricultural Sciences, a 

summer program for tal-
ented high school students 
run by UTM.

The sensitive files 
were online since at least 
September 2006, the Liberty 
Coalition found.

“(They) expose infor-
mation protected by (the 
Federal Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act) and also 
put these students at severe 
risk of identity theft,” the 
e-mail read.

“What happened in this 
situation was just an acci-
dent,” university spokes-
man Bud Grimes said 
Monday. “Everybody 
involved feels really bad 
about this. Every step is 
going to be done to prevent 
it in the future.”

Grimes said information 

technology officials will 
remind faculty and staff 
not to save private informa-
tion on public parts of the 
university’s Web site.

The files were taken 
offline immediately after 
the university received the 
e-mail, and all the students 
affected by the posting have 
been notified by phone or 
mail, Grimes said.

University computer 
specialists from Knoxville 
visited the West Tennessee 
campus on Monday to dis-
cuss how to handle the case, 
Grimes said. UTM has also 
consulted its attorneys.

The nonprofit has 
informed the FBI of the 
security breach, according 
to the e-mail.

Dr. Jerry Gresham, direc-

tor of the Governor’s School 
and chairman of the UTM 
Department of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, 
said in a release that no one 
has reported unauthorized 
use of the students’ infor-
mation.

Gresham deferred further 
comment to the university’s 
spokesman.

Calls on Monday to 
Governor’s School fac-
ulty member Timothy 
N. Burcham, who posted 

the information, were not 
immediately returned.

Aaron Titus, the 
Washington-based Liberty 
Coalition volunteer, said 
he found another 46 files 
on the university’s Web 
site containing “potentially 
suspicious files,” such as 
grades or writing samples.

All the group’s research 
can easily be done with any 
search engine like Google, 
Titus said.

— See ‘Jesus’ on Page 6

— See ‘Data’ on Page 6

What to know:

• Social Security numbers, names, addresses, 
GPA, ACT scores listed online
• 240 applicants to the 2004 Governor’s School 
for the Agricultural Sciences
• 46 other files containing students’ grades
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One of the most 
p r o b l e m a t i c 
issues a journalist 

can face in regards to ethi-
cal decisions is in regards 
to weighing the need to 
write the story while still 
doing no harm to any of 
the individuals mentioned 
within the story.

By now, everyone on this 
campus has heard about, 
d i s c u s s e d , 
formed an 
opinion, and 
even argued 
with each 
other regard-
ing a story in 
last week’s 
Pacer.

It is impor-
tant to us to 
follow up the 
story as accu-
rately and unbiased as pos-
sible in order to provide the 
best coverage we possibly 
can.  

With that said, there 
comes a time when the need 
to report the story becomes 
secondary to the need to 
honor the obligations set 
forth by journalists every-
where. That obligation is 
quite simple: honor a per-
son when he or she decides 
that being “on the record” 
is not in their best inter-
ests.

We have valuable infor-
mation at our disposable 

that can portray the indi-
vidual in a different light 
and hopefully provide an 
insight into the situation 
that cannot be told by a 
police report.

Instead of disregard-
ing the individuals wishes 
and printing this material 
anways, we would like to 
point our attention to the 
claims of the individual 

in that he or 
she feels that 
the attitudes 
of the majority 
of the student 
body is actu-
ally harrassing 
and hurtful in 
nature. 

Rather than 
allowing the 
person to begin 
the process of 

moving beyond the spec-
tacle and gossip, people 
across our campus are act-
ing in a manner that is ille-
gal and contrary to many 
religious affiliations beliefs: 
forgive and forget.

The example set forth 
by this entire situation is 
deplorable in that it sends 
a message that instead of 
embracing people for their 
mistakes, let us crucify 
them for ever being wrong.

Stop and think before you 
direct your opinion towards 
someone because harassing 
the victim or wrongdoer is 
never the right thing to do.

Instead of 
embracing 
people for 
their mis-

takes, let us 
crucify them 
for ever being 

wrong.

The Pummeling Pen By: Eric White

The victim should never feel harassed

Letter to the Editor
Nobel Prize losing luster

I am writing in regards to 
the cartoon in the October 
16 edition of the Pacer.  
Does anyone really take the 
Nobel Peace Prize serious-
ly? Past recipients include 
Yasser Arafat and Henry 
Kissinger.  Gandhi how-
ever was nominated five 
times but never won.

Alfred Nobel wrote that 
that his Peace Prize should 
be awarded to ““the per-
son who shall have done 
the most or the best work 
for fraternity between the 

nations, for the abolition 
or reduction of standing 
armies and for the hold-
ing and promotion of peace 
congresses.”

Let’s look at Al Gore’s 
record.  He campaigned for 
the bombing of Serbia and 
Kosovo.  He campaigned 
for the Iraq sanctions in the 
early 90’s.  These sanctions 
doubled the infant mor-
tality rate in that country.  
As a result, an estimated 
500,000 Iraqi children died.  
Then in 1999 he threatened 
South Africa with sanctions 

because they permitted the 
sale of generic drugs for 
AIDS which cut into the 
profits of American drug 
companies.

That doesn’t sound like a 
peace activist to me.

According to the Nobel 
Prize website, Gore and the 
IPCC are co-winners of the 
award for: “their efforts to 
build up and disseminate 
greater knowledge about 
man-made climate change 
and to lay the foundations 
for the measures that are 
needed to counteract such 

change”
The issue of climate 

change is totally irrelevant 
to the Nobel Peace Prize.  
To award it to someone like 
Al Gore is laughable.  He is 
just as hawkish as anyone 
in the current administra-
tion.

 

Nathaniel Turnbo
Psychology

Dyersburg

In the Counselor’s Corner: I’ll procrastinate...later
I just finished doing 

something I had been put-
ting off, and I feel pretty 
good.  It didn’t take as long 
as I thought it would, and it 
wasn’t as difficult as I was 
afraid it would be.  It’s a big 
relief just to have it done.  
That is one of those life 
lessons that we all have to 
keep on learning, over and 
over again.

This is the point in the 
semester when all that 
procrastination tends to 
catch up with us.  The big 
project that was assigned 
in August and is due in 
November suddenly looms 
large – you thought you 
were going to have plenty 
of time for it, and now all 
of a sudden you realize you 
are going to have to get 
moving!  You are paying 
for a college education, not 
just for a half-decent grade 
on the test, right?

Procrastination develops 
a momentum all its own, 
because knowing we have a 
lot to do stresses us out, and 
avoiding thinking about 
that stuff is a temporary fix 
that reduces our anxiety.  
Like most short-term solu-
tions, however, it extracts 
payment eventually.  

So what can you do?
Make a list of every-
thing you have been 
putting off and really 
need to get done.
Put a deadline next to 
each item – the date of 

1.

2.

the test, the due date of 
the paper, etc.
If you have time, move 
the deadline a couple 
of days closer to today 
just to give you some 
“wiggle room” for 
unexpected problems.
Put an estimated time 
next to each item.  Be 
generous.  If you think 
you need four hours to 
study for the test, plan 
for five.
If the item seems huge 
and overwhelming, or 
the deadline is more 
than two or three 
weeks away, break it 
into smaller “chunks” 
and assign each chunk 
its own deadline and 
time frame.
Take whatever planner 
you actually will use 
– your appointment 
book, your cell phone, 
a computer-based cal-
endar or task system 
– and assign each hour 
allotted for a task to its 
own specific time.  For 
example, if you have 
a Psychology test next 
Wednesday and you 
estimate you will need 
five hours to study, 
make sure you have 
five hours blocked 

3.

4.

5.

6.

off between now and 
next Wednesday in 
your planner, marked 
“Psychology – study.”
Plan for success.  Don’t 
put your calculus 
study hour at 8 a.m. 
if you know there is a 
very slim chance you 
will get up and study 
at that time.  Instead, 
sandwich it between 
two classes and plan to 
go to the library.  Take 
into account your other 
activities, your energy 
level, and whether you 
will do better studying 
in half-hour blocks or 
half-day blocks.
Take some time to 
gather your materials 
so you don’t spend half 
the allotted time trying 
to find your History 
book or your highlight-
ers.  You can make a 
“kit” that will allow 
you to get right to work.  
For example, if your 
Public Speaking project 
requires your textbook, 
your notebook, several 
index cards, some Post-
It notes, a highlighter, 
and your small group’s 
phone numbers or 
email addresses, put 
all of those things in a 
pile or a tote bag the 
night before you plan 
to work on the project 
so you can get started 
right away the next 
day.
Have an accountabil-

7.

8.

9.

ity partner.  Ask your 
roommate, your sweet-
ie, your RA, your class-
mate, or even your Mom 
to hold you account-
able.  Tell your partner 
what you plan to do, 
and have a scheduled 
time to check in and 
let him or her know 
if you have stuck to 
your plan.  Remember 
that the responsibility 
is still yours, not your 
partner’s.
Reward yourself.  Put 
a smiley face or a stick-
er in your planner if 
you have completed 
your tasks for the day 
(it’s cheesy, but it can 
actually make you feel 
good!).  Give your-
self an hour to watch 
TV, play video games, 
or text your friends 
AFTER you have com-
pleted your work.  
Remember, work first, 
play later.  The hour 
“break” you intend to 
take often becomes a 
marathon session and 
the work never gets 
done – true?
Visualize yourself at 
the end of the week, 
having completed all 
your tasks, feeling 
relaxed and good about 
yourself.
Just do it.  Get started.  
I promise that will help 
you to finish whatever 
you have been putting 
off.

10.

11.

12.

Jennifer 
Levy-Peck, 
Ph.D. 
Director of 
Counseling 
Center
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The U.S. has done enough damage:  It’s time to get out of Iraq. Part One.
David Barber

Guest Columnist

As the adviser to UTM’s 
History Club over the last 
several years I’ve worked 
on putting together three 
forums on the Iraq War.  
One of the most difficult 
problems we’ve faced – 
starting back in Fall 2005 
when the war was only just 
starting to intensify – has 
been finding firm advocates 
for this war, people will-
ing to argue the war from 
George Bush’s perspective.  
We actively sought out 
anyone – on or off cam-
pus – we thought might be 
willing to defend this war. 
With hard work we’ve now 
found two advocates.  It 
says a great deal about our 
society today, that, even as 
it engages in a bloody con-
flict 10,000 miles away, it 
has taken so much effort to 
find people to stand up and 
explain and defend that 
war.  Evidently, whatever 
rationale George Bush has 
for this war, it is not widely 
held, or widely believed by 
America’s people.  

On the other hand, we’ve 
had still greater difficul-
ty finding people who 
will speak for a position 
demanding that the U.S. 
get out of Iraq right now.  
Most people we’ve found 
are willing to advocate 
something that they see as 
a middle position: the U.S. 
made a great error in going 
into Iraq and it’s done great 
damage there, but only a 
carefully calculated phased 
withdrawal can prevent 
Iraq’s Shia, Sunni, and Kurd 
populations from slaugh-
tering each other.  I believe 
that this middle position is 
based on a false premise 
– that the United States has 
made some kind of honest 
mistake and has an interest 
in now easing Iraq’s sectar-
ian conflicts.  

In contrast to both these 
positions, over the next 

several issues of The Pacer, 
I will argue that immedi-
ate withdrawal from Iraq 
is the best possible solution 
to an extremely dangerous 
situation.  I will argue this 
in three parts: first, I will 
demonstrate that the U.S. 
went to war against Iraq 
on false pretenses. Second, 
that the United States went 
to war with virtually no 
understanding of how 
serious the war would be.  
Finally, I will argue that 
the war’s actual human 
cost – the number of dead 
and maimed on all sides, 
the number of people made 
homeless and refugees 
– has been so great that 
nothing should stand in the 
way of American citizens 
demanding an immediate 
end to this war. 

It’s hard to imagine 
a more important deci-
sion for a nation to make 
than that of going to war.  
Beginning in the summer 
of 2002, George Bush began 
to argue the necessity of 
waging war against Iraq.  
First, Mr. Bush argued that 
the United States had to 
destroy Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD) 
and its WMD programs.  If 
we failed to do this, then 
Iraq’s dictator, Saddam 
Hussein, would use those 
WMD against us and our 
allies in the region – first 
of all, Israel.  Secondly, Mr. 
Bush claimed that Saddam 
had allied his nation with 
the perpetrators of 9/11, 
Al Qaeda.  And third, the 
President insisted that 
Saddam was a cruel oppres-
sor of his people – had used 
poison gas against his own 
people -- and had to be 
overthrown for the sake 
of democracy in Iraq, and 
for the sake of democracy 
in the entire Middle East.  
It’s not hard to demonstrate 
that Mr. Bush was less than 
honest with all three of 
these arguments.  

Everyone, George Bush 

included, now recognizes 
that no WMD existed in 
Iraq in March, 2003.  Since 
this was the principal rea-
son that the President gave 
for going to war, it is now 
argued that Mr. Bush, fol-
lowing the lead of the U.S.’s 
intelligence services, sim-
ply got it wrong.  But this is 
not the case.  

Prior to the war it was 
clear that Bush’s claims 
on Iraqi WMD stood on 
extremely shaky grounds.  
UN Weapons Inspectors 
were in Iraq for several 
months prior to the U.S. 
invasion, had found noth-
ing, and were asking for 
more time to complete their 
mission, time that President 
Bush would not give them.   
Moreover, Scott Ritter, a 
leader of the UN Weapons 
Inspection teams during 
the 1990s – an American 
whom the Iraqis had tried 
to expel for his aggressive 
inspections – argued con-
vincingly that he could say 
with 95 percent certainty 
that no WMD existed in 
Iraq.  George Bush’s gov-
ernment ignored these 
realities and ordered the 
U.S.’s invasion of Iraq even 
while serious questions 
existed concerning Iraq’s 
possession of WMD.

Five months before the 
U.S.’s invasion the Knight 
Ridder News Agency 
published an investiga-
tive news report on Bush 
Administration claims 
on Iraqi WMD.  Knight 
Ridder’s reporters system-
atically interviewed pro-
fessional U.S. government 
intelligence agents on the 
build-up to war. According 
to the report’s conclusion, 
these intelligence agents 
“charge [that] the adminis-
tration squelches dissent-
ing views and that intel-
ligence analysts are under 
intense pressure to pro-
duce reports supporting 
the White House’s argu-
ment that Saddam poses 

such an immediate threat 
to the United States that 
pre-emptive military action 
is necessary.  ‘Analysts at 
the working level in the 
intelligence community are 
feeling very strong pres-
sure from the Pentagon to 
cook intelligence books,’ 
said one official … A dozen 
other officials echoed his 
views in interviews with 
Knight Ridder.  No one 
who was interviewed dis-
agreed.”  

Several months after 
Bush took America into the 
Iraq War, the Washington 
Post published an article 
again basing itself on inter-
views with U.S. intelligence 
agents.  The Post’s conclu-
sion, like Knight Ridder’s, 
was that the President 
and his administration 
had hyped Iraq’s nuclear 
threat, and had “made alle-
gations depicting Iraq’s 
nuclear weapons program 
as more active, more cer-
tain and more imminent in 
its threat than the data they 
had would support.  On 
occasion administration 
advocates withheld evi-
dence that did not conform 
to their views.  The White 
House seldom corrected 
misstatements or acknowl-
edged loss of confidence in 
information upon which it 
had previously relied.”  

Still more damning evi-
dence on the U.S.’s prewar 
assessment of the Iraqi 
“threat” arrived with the 
publication of a top secret 
British government memo-
randum on an intelligence 
meeting held nine months 
before the war.  The memo 
itself begins with these 
words: “This record is 
extremely sensitive.  No 
further copies should be 
made.  It should be shown 
only to those with a genu-
ine need to know its con-
tent.”  Evidently, at least 
one British intelligence 
agent or political leader 
deemed it necessary that 

Britain and the world pub-
lic know what went on in 
the months leading up to 
the war.  This still anon-
ymous figure leaked the 
memo to the British press 
in July 2005.  The memo’s 
most important content 
was contained in two para-
graphs:

“C [identified by an ini-
tial, this is the head of 
British Intelligence, Sir 
Richard Dearlove] report-
ed on his recent talks in 
Washington. There was 
a perceptible shift in atti-
tude. Military action was 
now seen as inevitable. 
Bush wanted to remove 
Saddam, through military 
action, justified by the con-
junction of terrorism and 
WMD. But the intelligence 
and facts were being fixed 
around the policy. The NSC 
[American government 
National Security Council] 
had no patience with the 
UN route, and no enthusi-
asm for publishing mate-
rial on the Iraqi regime’s 
record. There was little dis-
cussion in Washington of 
the aftermath after military 
action [my emphasis].…

“The Foreign Secretary 
said he would discuss this 
with Colin Powell this 
week. It seemed clear that 
Bush had made up his mind 
to take military action, 
even if the timing was not 
yet decided. But the case 
was thin. Saddam was not 
threatening his neighbours, 
and his WMD capability 
was less than that of Libya, 
North Korea or Iran.”

What does all this evi-
dence tell us?  That on this, 
the single most impor-
tant argument the Bush 
Administration made to 
justify its war with Iraq, 
President Bush did not 
have the evidence to back 
him up – “the case was 
thin.”  But since Mr. Bush 
was determined to go to 
war with Iraq, “the intelli-
gence and facts were being 

fixed around the policy.”  
The Bush government was 
“cooking” the intelligence 
books, pressuring the intel-
ligence agencies, and sup-
pressing evidence that told 
against them.  The Bush 
Administration went to 
war in March 2003 despite 
the fact that it did not have 
the evidence that would 
justify that war.  

Moreover, the evidence 
tells us something else of 
critical importance:  the 
United States government, 
contrary to popular belief, 
did not make a mistake 
going into Iraq.  Our gov-
ernment’s failure to find 
WMD did not result from 
the fact that U.S. intelli-
gence agencies were mis-
taken about Iraq.  American 
leaders knew that their case 
and evidence for WMD was 
weak before the invasion.  
America’s people, who 
were misled into believing 
in Iraqi WMD capabilities, 
were the only people to be 
surprised by the post-inva-
sion failure to turn up those 
WMD.  And this reality has 
to have the deepest impli-
cations for understanding 
what citizens of the United 
States must do now rela-
tive to the Iraq War.  If the 
U.S. began this war under 
false pretenses, it has no 
moral standing for doing 
anything but leaving, now.

In next week’s Pacer I will 
lay out the false nature of 
the Bush Administration’s 
other arguments for the 
war: the need to rid Iraq of 
Saddam’s oppressive gov-
ernment, and the need to 
democratically reshape Iraq 
and the Middle East.  

The History Club is spon-

soring a student Forum on the 

Iraq War, Thursday, November 

15, 7 p.m., in the Humanities 

Auditorium.

got opinions?

Rants. 
It does a body good.

 Submit to The Pacer
at

pacer_opinions@utm.edu 

Submit a Letter to the Editor!
http://www.utmpacer.com/home/lettertotheeditor/

or e-mail: pacer_opinions@utm.edu
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In a world where everyone is running...

...We set the pace.

Our Web site has up-to-the-minute 
breaking news updates, all of the week’s 
stories, a weekly poll, and user message 

boards. 

utmpacer.com

Register TODAY

The Pacer | Setting the pace of news since 1928

“Good food, Good Service, & Better Prices!”

DRAGON BUFFET SPECIAL

40% Off
Dine In and Limited Time only

For more details call: 731-587-8882

DRAGON BUFFET 
Chinese Restaurant

Dine In    Carry Out
Located next to Hibbet Sports in the University Plaza

Mon.-Sat. only

Beginning Nov. 7th

T’Challa Pollard

Pacer Writer

Dr. Thomas H. Payne is 
the holder of the Horace 
and Sara Dunagan Chair of 
Excellence in Banking and 
interim chair of Account-
ing, Economics, Finance 
and International Business 
here at UTM. Since com-
ing to academia from the 
corporate world where he 
worked for two Fortune 
500 companies, he has 
earned the reputation as an 
outstanding teacher, writer, 
and consultant in the finan-
cial services industry. 

When asked why he 
made the switch from the 
corporate world to educa-

tion, he responded, “I am 
the first male in my fam-
ily to go to college and I 
realized the importance of 
college. I wanted to make 
a difference in people’s 
lives doing something that 
makes a contribution to so-
ciety. The privilege of being 
able to help students and 
colleagues is the best part 
of the job. Whether it is see-
ing the light bulbs go off 
when students understand 

a concept or problem, help-
ing a new faculty member 
through the promotion and 
tenure process, or assisting 
a new or soon-to-be gradu-
ate find a job or internship, 
the real pay off comes from 
helping others.” 

Payne feels that the re-
wards of being a teacher on 
the finance side is that he is 
able to teach his students 
how to manage money, 
about mortgage and inter-
est rates which is relevant in 
dealing with personal and 
professional life. Payne’s 
advice to graduating stu-
dents is to “work on paying 
off debt and save 15-20 per-
cent of earnings. For under-
graduates, try not to over 
spend and only spend on 
necessities and keep debt at 
a minimum.”

Payne has a B.S. in Elec-
trical Engineering from the 
University of Arkansas, an 
MBA with a concentration 
in Finance from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Dallas, 
and a Ph.D. in finance from 
the University of Arkansas. 
Payne and his wife Amy 
have two daughters: Re-
bekah, who is a freshman at 
Westview High School, and 
Rachel who will graduate 
from UTM in December.   

As an active father and 
husband, a finance profes-
sor, the immediate past 
president of the Southwest-
ern Finance Association, 
chairman of the Martin 
Industrial Development 
Board and a director of the 
Weakley County Economic 
Development Board, Payne 
has little time for leisure 
activities. “When time per-
mits I like to listen to my 

iPod and jog,” he said. He 
also enjoys lifting weights 
and doing his best to stay in 
shape. “Spare time is limit-
ed as this point in my career 
and family life, so I have to 
learn to ‘grab’ workouts 
when and wherever I can 
– on the road late at night, 
at lunch or at 5:45 a.m. in 
the morning,” 

When asked about his mu-
sic preference he laughed 
and said, “I like to listen to 
old Elvis Presley and coun-
try.” O his iPod he has a lot 
of upbeat music he can jog 
to, like country artists Ras-
cals Flatts, Toby Keith and 
George Straight. He also 
enjoys watching football. 
His favorite college team is 
the Arkansas Razor Backs 
and his favorite profession-
al team is the Dallas Cow-
boys. 

Payne is also a frequent 
contributor to academic and 
professional publications 
including the “Journal of 
Accountancy,” “Journal of 
Corporate Finance,” “Com-
merical Lending Review” 
and “Bankers Magazine” 
just to name a few. He says 
that one day he would like 
to write a book that’s not 
about finance, “something 
somebody would read.” 

One piece of advice he 
would like to give all stu-
dents regarding their future 
is, “Realize that their college 
degree and self confidence 
will not take the place of 
hard work. There’s simply 
no substitute in the work-
force for effort and time on 
task. Hard work trumps 
natural ability every time.” 

Accounting professors offers financial advice Valuable online resources for consumer safety
David Hampton

A & E Editor

With a surge of product 
recalls spanning all ave-
nues of the market dur-
ing the past month alone, 
many consumers are no 
longer taking their safety 
for granted.

The recent recalls have 
not been limited to any 
single sector of the mar-
ketplace, and include cold 
medicines, food products, 
children’s safety seats, baby 
cribs and many toys, all 
from various manufactur-
ers.

With such sweeping 
recalls of so many kinds 
of products, many consum-
ers are unsure how to stay 
informed and protect them-
selves and their families.

Fortunately, the Internet 
offers consumers a variety 
of resources for staying 
informed and for reporting 
unsafe products. 

The federal recall Web 
site, recalls.gov, may be 
the best all-around source 
and the ideal first stop for 
concerned consumers. The 
site is arranged by specific 
product categories and also 
includes a section devot-
ed to recent recalls, which 
lists the dates and exact 
times of the most recent 

products to be pulled from 
the market. The individual 
recalls listed on the page 
are briefly explained with 
links provided for further 
information.

The site also provides 
consumers with the oppor-
tunity to sign up for e-mail 
alerts for recalls from the 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, the Food 
and Drug Administration, 
and the United States 
Department of Agriculture, 
providing direct notifica-
tion from these entities as 
soon as recalls are made 
public.

Products are often pulled 
from the market follow-
ing consumer complaints, 
which makes vigilant con-
sumers an important fac-
tor in consumer safety. 
According to the CPSC Web 
site, information gathered 
from consumer reports is 
“a valuable resource for 
CPSC. It becomes part of 
our database, which we use 
to identify patterns of inju-
ries and hazards associated 
with particular products.”

The place to go with prod-
uct issues is Tennessee’s 
Division of Consumer 
Affairs, which is the state 
designee for the CPSC. The 
division’s Web site provides 
information on consumers’ 
rights, a Buyer Beware list 

and forms to file a com-
plaint online. 

Aside from the Web site, 
complaint forms can also 
be acquired via mail by 
contacting the division by 
phone at 800-342-8385.

“When you’ve got issues 
or concerns about any con-
sumer matter or produce 
issues, contact us,” says 
Assistant Director Ross 
White.

White told The Pacer the 
division deals primarily 
with mediating complaints 
between consumers and 
businesses. 

“Folks can go to our Web 
site and we’ll be glad to 
help,” White said. He added 
that Tennessee has no state 
laws that require product 
recalls. 

The division’s Web site 
also provides the option of 
signing up for e-mail alerts 
which are also available in 
Spanish.

___
On the Net:
http://www.recalls.gov
http://www.state.tn.us/

consumer
http://www.cpsc.gov

Staff Reports

The University of Ten-
nessee President, John Pe-
tersen, will be getting an 
executive assistant. Margie 
Nichols, current mayoral 
aide and former televi-
sion news executive, will 
be added to the University 
of Tennessee staff. Chief of 
staff to the president is her 
job description, which puts 
her in charge of the staff 
across the five-campus net-
work. 

Nichols will be replacing 
Lofton Stuart in November. 
Stuart held the position for 
the last three years and will 
remain with the university 
as executive director of the 

UT National Alumni Asso-
ciation. President Petersen 
was complimentary of Nich-
ols skills saying she has “the 
experience and background 
not only to provide liaison 
with senior staff, but to con-
tribute to the management 
and administrative process 
as well.” 

Nichols’s resume pres-
ents her twenty-six years of 
experience prior to that in 
television news, including 
eight years as WBIR news 
director in Knoxville, and 
her current position as se-
nior director of communi-
cations and government re-
lations for Knoxville Mayor 
Bill Haslam, a position she 
has held since January of 

2004 as well as her member-
ship of the national alumni 
executive committee, and 
her chairmanship for the 
UT-Knoxville chancellor’s 
associates group. 

The change in staff was, 
according to Petersen, open-
ing up “a key position with 
our senior staff and comes 
at a critical time when we 
are on a fast track to pursue 
opportunities to move the 
university forward in strate-
gic areas.” Nichols is happy 
with her new staffing posi-
tion claiming, “I think UT is 
doing great things and this 
is a great opportunity to go 
over there and work with a 
lot of really great people.”

UT president hires new executive assistant

“Try not to over 
spend and only 
spend on neces-
sities and keep 
debt at a mini-

mum.”

 - Thomas Payne

Accounting Professor

Don’t just read the news....

....Talk about it!

www.utmpacer.com
Log on now, and post a comment about this week’s issues.

The same news...
Less paper cuts...

Submit stories and story ideas to: 
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Your UT Martin 
Bookstore
presents:

textbooks you’ll need for your new classes

See us for all your automotive needs.
We service most makes and models.
Brake service - Transmission service
Front end alignment - Balance Tires

Fuel injection service - Batteries

WEAKLEY COUNTY MOTORS
841 N. Lindell St. - Martin

email: wcmotors@charterbn.com
www.goauto2.com

AUTO SERVICE - 587-3141
FULL SERVICE HOMETOWN OIL & FILTER CHANGE: $24.95

Change oil filter & up to 5 quarts Motorcraft oil, perform 
general inspection, top off fluid levels, check antifreeze 

and tire pressure. Taxes and diesel models extra. Includes 
waste disposal fee. 

Accounting conference to be held at UTM
University Relations

The West Tennessee 
Accounting Conference 
is planned, Nov. 8, at the 
University of Tennessee at 
Martin. Offered by the UT 
Martin Office of Extended 
Campus and Continuing 
Education and the UT 
Martin Department of 
Accounting, Economics, 
Finance and International 
Business, the work-
shop will be in Watkins 
Auditorium of Boling 
University Center.

Six professionals will 
staff the workshop that 
will provide participants 
with seven continuing 
professional education 
credits. The day will begin 
with registration and a 
continental breakfast at 
7:30 a.m. The first session 
begins at 8 a.m. The fee for 
the conference is $175.

“The Top 10 Technology 
Issues Facing Accountants 
in 2008” will be taught by 
Steve Holt, director of the 
Instructional Technology 
Center and Web Services. 
This session provides the 
most up-to-date informa-
tion available on how 
accountants can avoid 
pitfalls, use technology to 
enhance client service and 
improve information secu-
rity. It will also provide 
practical information on 
the top 10 IT issues facing 
accounting practitioners 
this year and offer solu-
tions to these challenges.

“Financial Accounting 
Standards Update for 
Businesses” will be taught 
by Dr. Robert Putman, pro-

fessor of accounting. This 
session provides an update 
of changes to Financial 
Accounting Standards 
Board standards and other 
financial accounting stan-
dards, as well as informa-
tion on trends in account-
ing and expected updates 
in financial accounting 
standards.

“Ethical Practices: I 
Know What I Did but 
Nobody Else Does” will 
be taught by Mark H. 
Crocker, interim direc-
tor of the state board of 
accountancy and investiga-
tor for the Tennessee State 
Board of Accountancy. 
Attendees will hear about 
situations and tips to help 
fine-tune their decision-
making skills in addition 
to learning more about 
the laws and rules that 
regulate the activities of 
CPAs. Accountants will 
learn from an experienced 
regulator and gain insights 
through the application of 
the specific examples that 
underscore the “do’s and 
don’ts” associated with 
ethical accounting prac-
tices.

“The 2008 Economy 
and Structural Trends: 
A Financial Outlook for 
Accounting and Financial 
Advisors” will be taught 
by Dr. Tom Payne. Payne 
is the chairholder of the 
Horace and Sara Dunagan 
Chair of Excellence in 
Banking and interim chair 
of the Department of 
Accounting, Economics, 
Finance and International 
Business. This session 
addresses recent trends 
affecting accountants and 

clients in the regional, 
national and global econo-
my and financial markets. 
Policy decisions and recent 
upheavals in financial 
markets affecting asset 
values and investment 
practices will be discussed. 
An economic forecast 
for 2008, including inter-
est rates, equity markets, 
housing and regional busi-
ness growth and employ-
ment patterns also will be 
provided.

“Technology That Will 
Have an Impact on Your 
Business: Vista, Office 
2007, and more. . .” will be 
taught by Shannon Burgin, 
assistant vice chancellor 
for academic affairs and 
chief information officer. 
This session provides 
accountants with impor-
tant information to ensure 
forward and backward 
compatibility with the 
new platforms and pro-
grams. This information 
is critical to smooth tech-
nology implementation 
both internally and when 
sharing files with clients. 
Anticipate and plan for 
changes that can improve 
communication, customer 
service, and the bottom 
line, while protecting 
information.

“Individual Tax Update” 
will be taught by Paula 
Hearn Moore, assistant 
professor of accounting 
and business law. This ses-
sion focuses on the chang-
es in individual income tax 
laws for the tax year 2007 
that will likely impact the 
rural tax preparer.

UTM student athletes graduate higher than national rate
Melissa Kimble

Pacer Writer

Most athletes have been 
playing sports since they 
were young children. 
Motivation mixed with 
determination, pressure 
from parents and the enjoy-
ment of popularity within 
their circle of friends makes 
the transition appear seam-
less once high school ath-
letes sign to college teams. 

And then reality hits. 
High school and college 
are two different playing 
fields. Graduating from 
high school is completely 
different then college. 
The NCAA, or National 
Collegiate Athletic 
Association, recently 
released the federal gradu-
ation rates for student ath-
letes. Juggling sports with 
academics is the challenge 
that most student athletes 
face. Part of the challenge 
comes from the students’ 
educational level when 
they enter college. But once 
a student enters the col-
lege atmosphere, how they 
perform on or off the court 
reflects on the university 
that they attend. 

Federal Graduation Rates 
do not tell the full story 
but it is the only national 
measurement to compare 

overall student body aca-
demic success with student-
athletes. Bill Kaler, who 
serves as assistant athlet-
ics director for compliance 
for the UTM athletics pro-
gram, provides the Rules 
Education for NCAA and 
Ohio Valley Conference 
(OVC) rules in order to 
insure the compliance of 
the coaching staff. 

Kaler stated that there 
were six men to graduate 
from the men’s basketball 
team who did not show 
up in the federal gradua-
tion report, meaning UTM 
did not receive any cred-
it for them because they 
were all transfer students. 
The Graduation Success 
Rate (GSR), which was just 
implemented two years 
ago, gives a more accurate 
account of how schools and 
athletes are doing because 
it includes students who 
transfer in and out of 
schools. The federal gradu-
ation rates are narrow and 
only include entering stu-
dent athletes on scholar-
ship and what happens to 
them six years later. The 
GSR rate for 2006 was 64 
percent and the federal rate 
was 50 percent compared 
to the 40 percent rate of all 
students. Kaler feels that 
if the federal rate for stu-
dent athletes does not vary 

much from all students then 
UTM is doing its job. Many 
students transfer in and out 
of schools for different fac-
tors, such as for more play-
ing time or for a better edu-
cation. However there is a 
percentage of students who 
stay and finish their eligi-
bility, meaning they play 
for four years and have a 
successful graduation rate. 
In 2006 there was an 85 per-
cent graduation rate, which 
continues to increase, for 
student athletes from UTM 
who finished their eligibil-
ity.

Graduation rates for men’s 
basketball held a national 
average of 61 percent while 
women’s basketball held 
an average of 81 percent, 
and football was 67 per-
cent. Black student athletes 
are graduating at a rate 
seven points higher than 
black students in general 
(53 percent to 46 percent). 
Black male student athletes 
are graduating at a rate 10 
points higher than black 
male students, 49 percent to 
39 percent. White student 
athletes graduate three 
points higher than their 
student body peers, at 67 
percent to 64 percent. This 
is due in part to the fact 
that the graduation rate for 

Don’t feel like getting 
your hands dirty?

visit:
www.utmpacer.com

Same news,
less ink stains

— See ‘Athlete’ on Page 6
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HOOKS PET CLINIC

Douglas G. Hooks, D.V.M

We recommend senior pet 
exams. That includes 

EKG/Blood pressure and 
blood work

587-3817
Call for an appointment

296 Highway 431 - Just past the new Wal Mart

*Senior includes pets 7 years or older

Campus Bulletin Board
The Pacer provides this space free of charge to campus clubs and organizations that wish to promote events or offerings. Items to appear in 
The Pacer’s “Campus Bulletin Board” section must be submitted at least a week ahead of the event, either by e-mail to pacer_news@utm.
edu or by dropping off a flier and press release to 314 Gooch Hall. Preference is given by event date closest to printing and by order received. 

Please note that submission does not necessarily guarantee printing. Call (731) 881-7780 for more information.

Pacer Meetings

Want to write for the student 

newspaper? Pacer meetings are 

every Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. in 

Gooch 309. Come sign up for a 

story so that you can see your 

byline in next week’s issue of the 

student newspaper.

Cans Across America

Sodexho Dining Services and 

Interfaith Campus Ministries 

have teamed up this year to 

host the 2nd ever “Cans Across 

America” canned food drive on 

Wednesday, November 7. We are 

asking all students, faculty, and 

staff to bring in a canned food 

donation to help those in need 

in our community. Drop offs can 

be made in the Skyhawk Dining 

Hall. All canned foods collected 

will go to the local charity, “We 

Care Ministries.” 

UTM History Club

The UTM History Club will be 

presenting a forum on Iraq on 

November 15 at 7:00 pm in the 

Humanities Auditorium. All 

students and faculty are invited 

to participate in the discussions. 

More info: Contact Dr. David 

Barber at dbarber@utm.edu

Internships for 2008

The Interfaith Student Center 

will offer up to six Intern Schol-

arships for the spring of 2008. 

For more information, contact 

Jolinne at 587-2603 or inter-

faith@charterinternet.net. To 

apply, contact the Interfaith Stu-

dent Center at 312 Lovelace Av-

enue. Completed forms must be 

returned to the center no later 

than Monday, Nov. 19, 2007. 

Voter’s Education and Registra-
tion

Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2007 at 7:13 

pm in the UC Room 232. Delta 

Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. will 

host a Voter’s Education and 

Registration program featuring 

speaker Dr. Richard Chesteen,a 

UTM Political Science professor. 

The main focus of this program 

will be on the electoral process 

and the importance of voting 

and  next year’s elections. Pleace 

come out, be well informed, 

and register to vote. Everyone is 

welcome.

University Scholars

Trivia bowl. November 12-13 at 

6:00 p.m. in Gooch Auditorium. 

Prizes awarded for 1st and 2nd 

place teams. Entry deadline No-

vember 8 including a $25 entry 

fee per team with includes 4 

members and one alternate. 

Historic Perspectives Through 
Dance

Presentations begin at 2:35 in 

Humanities Room 314. Each 

will run approximately 45 min-

utes to one hour. Presenters are 

members of Dance History and 

Contemporary Issues class. 

Tues., Nov. 6: 1930-1944 by Alys-

sa Holland. Thur., Nov. 8:  1945-

1959 by Kelly Grider. Tues., Nov. 

13:  1960-1974 by Christin Lewis 

and Thurs., Nov. 15:  1975-1989 

by Poun Rathsombath.

The information contained in this report is taken directly from public re-
cords distributed by the UTM Department of Public Safety. DPS can be con-
tacted by calling (731) 881-7777.

Police Report

10/29/07 at 9:55 am
Humanities–  There was a medical as-

sist and EMS responded. The subject 

was treated at the scene.

10/29/07 at 1:30 pm
Lot 4 - There was a vehicle towed due 

to excessive tickets.

10/31/07 at 8:55 am 
Lot 12 – There was a vehicle towed 

due to excessive tickets. 

 
10/31/07 at 11:22 pm
Lot 7  – Nicholas A Houck and An-

drew R. Ivey were referred to Student 

Affairs. This was their first offense of 

underage drinking.

11/01/07 at 1:19 am
Lot 7 – Brittany O’Nan was referred to 

Student Affairs for her first offense of 

underage drinking.

11/01/07 at 10:50 am 
Lot 1 - There was a traffic accident 

involving two vehicles. There was no 

citation given. 

11/01/07 at 8:41 pm
Lot 5 - There was a traffic accident in-

volving two vehiclces and no citation 

was given.

11/02/07 at 3:30 pm
Lot 21- There was vandalism to a ve-

hicle. The investigation continues.

11/02/07 at 5:24 pm
Lot 18 - There was a traffic accident 

involving two vehicles but there was 

no  citation given. 

11/02/07 at 7:50 pm
Elam Center - There was a medical 

assist but no transport.

11/03/07 at 9:44 am
Lot 13- There was a burglary to a ve-

hicle. The investigation continues. 

Increase in underage drinking arrests, trend will be handled accordingly

Jana Ogg
Staff Writer

The number of underage 

drinking arrests has tripled 

compared with the Spring 

2007 semester, law enforce-

ment officials told greek 

presidents.

In the last three months 

of this school year com-

pared to the same three 

months of 2006, the num-

ber has increased by over 

35 percent in the city of 

Martin.

Due to this recent rise in 

underage drinking, a meet-

ing was called on Tuesday 

night with all the greek 

presidents, advisers and the 

Martin Law Enforcement 

Dream Team to address the 

problem.  Those speaking 

were Martin Police Chief 

David Moore, Director 

of Public Safety at UTM 

Scott Robins, Lieutenant 

Darrell Simmons, Interim 

Vice Chancellor of Student 

Affairs Steve Vantrease, 

Student Conduct Officer 

Vishenia Huery, and Greek 

Life Coordinator Louis 

Ragsdale.

As Vantrease stated, 

greeks are an easy target to 

shoot the blame at for this 

problem; however, they are 

also an excellent group to 

find the solution because of 

their presence on campus.  

Since most of the young 

people getting arrested 

are quick to point the fin-

ger and are rarely accept-

ing the blame themselves, 

greeks need to be ready to 

cut down on the number of 

incidents they are involved 

in, which will in turn hope-

fully cut down on the total 

number of problems.  

Both Moore and Robins 

were more than happy to 

offer solutions for a safe 

environment as well as 

their services to any orga-

nization that wanted it.  

They suggested that posi-

tive pressure needed to be 

applied from those that 

throw parties, and that both 

of the local law enforce-

ment agencies will closely 

monitor organizations in 

order to make sure that 

pressure is there, fraterni-

ties are checking identifica-

tion and be more aware of 

whom they are serving.          

This meeting was not 

held to place the blame on 

anyone, but rather serve as 

a warning as well as pro-

vide a Q-and-A session as 

to where liability can fall. 

“When it happens, you’ve 

been warned.  I can’t make it 

any simpler,” said Moore.

Presidents and advis-

ers were able to freely ask 

questions and discuss pos-

sible resolutions for their 

chapter.    

“Everyone in this room is 

on notice,” said Moore.  “I’ll 

be honest, there is a level 

of distrust right now with 

Martin Police Department 

and fraternities on cam-

pus that throw parties.  We 

know there is overt con-

sumption of alcohol within 

some organizations.  There 

is a good chance undercov-

er operations will be hap-

pening until we see a high-

er level of cooperation.”         

The City of Martin has 

received a grant that spe-

cifically pays officers to go 

undercover and look for 

underage drinkers in their 

off-time.  This money can 

also go toward paying an 

officer to come speak to 

any organization about the 

alcohol problems on cam-

pus.  

The presidents were left 

with the charge to be a 

presence and respond and 

to hold members account-

able for their chapter.  

Moore summed it up well 

by saying, “The key is the 

same as you learned in 

kindergarten: Do the right 

thing.” 

A long time ago at a university not so far 
away... 
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white female student athletes 
is seven points higher than 
white female students (74 
percent to 66 percent). 
UTM does not have facilities 

specifically designed for its 
student athletes as do many 
larger schools have but Kaler 
confirms that the UTM ath-
letic staff is “using everything 

available on campus” to 
ensure that student athletes 
here are receiving the best as-
sistance in their education.

Athlete: Continued from Page Five

on its Web site.

Jacob Shorter is in charge 

of the groups responsible 

for applying to bring Sim-

cox, UTM’s Students for 

Life and College Republi-

cans. Shorter said that the 

intent for his lecture was to 

“express the political influ-

ence Chris Simcox has due 

to the political support he 

maintains, but also expose 

students to his dialogue 

involving illegal immigra-

tion. Whether you agree or 

not, Chris Simcox has taken 

on a significant social and 

political role.”

Faculty member Daniel 

Nappo, a Spanish profes-

sor, said, “He has the right 

to peak his mind, but ev-

eryone should know what 

he stands for, not just that 

he is provocative.” Profes-

sor Nappo had been ru-

mored to been openly op-

posing Simcox’s lecture, 

but stated, “I don’t oppose 

him coming to speak, I just 

don’t support what he sup-

ports. I know how difficult 

the immigration process 

is and I don’t believe his 

method is the most con-

structive measure toward 

regulating it.”After learn-

ing that Simcox was unable 

to speak, Professor Nappo 

offered to speak on illegal 

immigration, but has yet to 

be contacted.

Speaker: Continued from Page One

“Once you start thinking 

like an identity thief, it’s 

just trial-and-error,” Titus 

said. “And you find quite a 

bit.”

Working in his spare 

time, Titus said he’s found 

265,000 questionable re-

cords within the past four 

months.

“Most of them happen at 

reputable institutions. That 

includes universities,” he 

said.

Titus said universities are 

at particular risk of inad-

vertently posting private 

information online because 

so many faculty members 

have full access to the data.

The same federal law that 

prohibits universities from 

posting private informa-

tion online also restricts 

the affected students from 

filing lawsuits against the 

college, Titus said.

Internet privacy experts 

say Social Security num-

bers are identity thieves’ 

“holy grail” because those 

numbers unlock more data 

needed to apply for credit, 

like date of birth and moth-

er’s maiden name.

“Once your informa-

tion is out there, No. 1, 

you can’t get it back,” Ti-

tus said. “No. 2, you’re 

never really safe again.” 

While the risk of identity 

theft decreases with time, 

Titus said it never disap-

pears.

“If I wanted to save that 

list for five years and wait 

until (the students) have a 

little bit of credit, I could,” 

he said.

UT Martin’s Office of Stu-

dent Life in 2003 acciden-

tally published more than 

60 names, addresses and 

Social Security numbers for 

students petitioning to start 

student clubs.

Officials then said the 

posting was an “honest 

mistake.”

Shonna Parker, a UTM 

sophomore who attended 

the 2004 Governor’s School, 

said she’s not worried about 

the privacy breach.

“I don’t think this is a big 

deal,” Parker said. “I have 

been informed, but noth-

ing has happened yet with 

my credit cards or anything 

and if it does, I will know 

why.”

Data: Continued from Page One
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     With trips to places like the 
Bahamas, the European Alps, and 
Japan, why aren’t more students 
taking advantage of travel study 
and study abroad programs?
     For one, many students just 
don’t know what’s available. 
Much of the burden rests on 
faculty to get the word out about 
trips they are leading. The Cen-
ter for Global Studies also makes 
sure to keep its website up to 
date. 
     This medium provides stu-
dents with dates, contacts and 
general answers to the most com-
mon questions. 
     Another means of advertise-
ment includes the annual fall 
travel study fair. The fair usually 
consists of around 15 tables of 
faculty members and their trips. 
     They provide brochures, 
forms, scholarship information, 
etc.
     Another reason students don’t 
take advantage of these programs 
may lie within a perceived lack 
of funding. The Student Govern-

ment Association provides $500 to 
every student once per academic 
year for travel study and study 
abroad trips. There are four dead-
lines per academic year, indicated 
on the application form that can 
be found in the Center for Global 
Studies Office. 

     According to Andrew Brown, 
assistant coordinator for interna-
tional initiatives, poor academic 
standing is pretty much the only 

reason a student may be denied. 
     Students also have the option 
of taking out loans from the Fi-
nancial Aid Office. Private schol-
arships from private donors are 
also available according to major 
and location. These funds limited 
and usually range anywhere from 
$500-$1000.  
     Departments and colleges, 
such as the College of Business 
and Public Affairs and the College 

of Agriculture and Applied Sci-
ence, provide funds when avail-
able. 
     The College of Humanities and 
Fine Arts gives its students $300 
towards travel study and study 
abroad trips.
     “I received $300 from the Col-

lege of Humanities and 
Fine Arts to go to 
Mexico,” said 
Andrea Cash, a 
senior International 
Studies major from Memphis. 
“Every bit helps.”
     As with any other program, the 
Center of Global Studies makes 
appropriate changes when nec-
essary. Faculty ideas are always 
welcome when recommending 
new trips. 
     For the first time this year, the 

center will send students inter-
ested in agricultural business to 
Mexico. The center has also hired 
an on-site travel agent in the 
event of emergencies.
     There is also talk of a travel 
study trip to China. Luckily, disci-
plinary problems are rare. 
     “We have a good batch of 
students that travel with us,” says 
Brown.
     But in the event of such, a 
student’s actions will be reviewed 
by Student Affairs, according to 

the UT Martin Handbook regula-
tions. 
     Customer service at the center 

            is also very important.                    
           The on-site travel agent has 
been a big help. 
     On a spring trip to Paris, the 

Chunnel experienced technical 
difficulty. The travel agent was 

able to reroute students and get 
them back safely. The center can 
also bring students back early in 
the case of emergencies. 
     Most of all, safety is key. The 
Department of State travel warn-
ings are monitored regularly for 
signs of unsafe weather or social 
conditions. 
     One group of students travel-
ing to Spain never even left the 

U.S. when word of a terrorist 
attack was received, according 

to the center. In the event that 
students cannot leave, trips are 
rescheduled and no money is lost.
     No matter what the cost, the 

trips provide invaluable experi-
ence. 
     “It allows students to become 
immersed in another culture and 
see how people in other cultures 
live,” said Stan Sieber, coordina-
tor of travel studies. “It’s amaz-
ing to see the students react to 
things.” 
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TANNING WORLD

Best Tan & Best Prices
In Martin

UTM’s #1 Tanning Salon!

401 N. Lindell Street Martin, TN - 587-4714

100 Minutes - $18 - 1 Month Unlimited Superbed - $35

Full Line of Greek Items
All New Super Hot Bulbs
Friendly, Qualified Staff
Ready to Serve You 

16 High Performance Beds
 
52 Bulb Cyberdome
Extra Parking Behind 
Martin Realty

T’Challa Pollard

Pacer Writer

UTM’s Department of Visual and Theatre 
Arts Vanguard Theatre presented “Little 
Shop of Horrors” this past weekend, a mu-
sical based on the film by Roger Corman. 

In the play, Seymour Krelbourn, a poor, 
geeky young man, played by Jonathan 
Johnson, works in Mushnik’s Flower Shop 
on Skid Row, owned by Mr. Mushkin, 
played by Jay Campbell, which rarely gets 
customers. Seymour is in love with Au-
drey, played by Anne Albrecht, who also 
works at the flower shop, but she already 
has a boyfriend, sleazy sadistic dentist 
Orin Scrivello, DDS, played by Matthew 
Maitland. 

One day, Seymour finds a bizarre plant 
that he calls Audrey II. It attracts business, 
but when trying to figure out how to nur-
ture it, Seymour discovers it eats blood. 
He keeps it alive, feeding it his own blood, 
and by the time it’s big enough and mature 
enough to speak, move, and sing, Audrey 
II (voiced by Matt Cannon) persuades Sey-
mour to kill, bribing him with fame, mon-
ey, possessions, and the love of Audrey. It 
turns out that the plant isn’t just hungry 
and mean; it came from outer space on a 
mission to take over the world.

“The comical musical stage play was very 
entertaining,” said senior Family and Con-
sumer Science major Carmen Henderson. 
Henderson said she was anxious to see 
the play because she wondered how they 

would pull off the singing and dancing of 
the plant. “They pulled it off and way bet-
ter than I expected; the performance was 
excellent.” 

The emphatic laughter from the audience 
proved that the play was quite a success. 
The audience was also filled with many 
spectators of different ages.

The cast also consisted of The Ensemble 
(Kassi Abney, Anna Federick, Mary Beth 
French, Ian Gray, Rachel Joost, Lamar Sten-
son, Dominique Wilson and Emily and 
Laura Barber) the puppeteers (Thomas Ea-
gen, Natalie Horbelt, and Joshua Mertes) 
and the musicians (Andrew Moore on pi-
ano and Michael Yandell on synthesizer). 
“The actors did so well. It was crazy how 
Seymour and Audrey could keep their 

voices like that for so long,” said freshman 
Xavier Robertson. 

“All the characters did a wonderful job 
but my favorite one was the dentist; he was 
a bad guy but he made it look so fun. His 
character was hysterical,” said junior Fi-
nance major Angelina Pettes. 

Willis White, a junior Marketing major, 
said, “I had to come to the play for a class 
but now that I saw it I’m glad I did. The 
play was something for the whole family 
to see.”

The play was directed by Ken Zimmer-
man, with music and choreography by 
Blair Chadwick and Kelly Grider.  

Vanguard’s ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ pleases students and guests

Rachel Moore

Asst. A&E Editor

Vegetarians of UTM, feel-
ing put out to pasture by 
the lack of choice in area 
restaurants, will now have 
a chance to meet with other 
vegetarians on campus and 
discuss recipes and other 
issues, thanks to a new or-
ganization that will hold 
its first meeting this Thurs-
day.

 “Jaime Taylor, a student, 
contacted me with the idea 
of forming a club,” said 
Dr. Lucia Florido, assistant 
professor of French and the 
club’s advisor. 

The club will offer many 
different things, and is ex-
pected to be more than just 
“a recipe-exchange group,” 
says Florido. “There are 
lots of issues linked di-
rectly and indirectly to veg-
etarianism, such as animal 
rights, ecology, dieting, 
food safety and politics, to 
name a few.”

Jessica Eslinger, a senior 
English major from New-
port, is one of the vegetar-
ian students on campus. “I 
chose to become a vegetar-
ian for personal reasons,” 
she said. “At first it was just 
to try it out, but the longer I 
was a vegetarian, the more I 
noticed my health improve 
– healthy, stabilized weight, 
better sleep, more energy 
– and the more I came to 
understand how cruel the 
meat industry is. Now it’s 
not a choice, it’s core to my 
identity.”

The issue of animal rights 
is one of the big factors in 
the lives of vegetarians. “I 
chose to get involved [with 
the club] because I am a 
vegetarian and an animal 
lover, having contributed 
to different animal-rescue 
societies in the U.S.,” said 
Florido.

“I personally don’t have 
a problem with meat con-
sumption, but rather the 

practices of the industry,” 
said Eslinger.

Dieting, another of the is-
sues the new organization 
plans to discuss, is another 
major concern among veg-
etarians.

“I myself have not had 
any health complications 
because of vegetarianism, 
nor do I know of anyone 
who has,” said Eslinger. 
“The biggest ‘risk’ of being 
a vegetarian is – surpris-
ingly, perhaps – malnutri-
tion. Many people, upon 
becoming a vegetarian, do 
not know how to adjust 
their diet to compensate 
for the nutrients they are 
taking out. Instead of add-
ing nuts, beans, green leafy 
vegetables, flax and other 
foods for protein, iron, B12, 
omega-3 fatty acids, they 
add more carbs. If you are 
careful of eating the way 
you should, as with any 
diet, you should be fine.”

And being a vegetarian 
doesn’t mean all you can eat 
are salads. There are plenty 
of other healthy – and taste-
ful – ways to enjoy being a 
vegetarian.

“I eat everything!” said 
Eslinger. “I eat what every-
one else eats, just healthi-
er.”

You don’t have to skimp 
at home either. Eslinger 
says that she uses meat sub-
stitutes, like soy products, 
and is able to use a “nor-
mal” recipe. 

“Many people think that 
cooking vegetarian is limit-
ing, and it can be if you’re 
not willing to try new 
things,” said Eslinger. “If 
you are willing to try new 
recipes, or alter old ones, 
you can prepare some re-
ally amazing dishes.”

And Eslinger’s favorite?
“My mom’s spaghetti 

squash – spaghetti actually 
made of squash. Granted, it 
sounds kind of disgusting, 
but it’s phenomenal.”

With so many restaurants 

out there who brag of their 
burgers or steak, many veg-
etarians find it hard to get 
a good meal at many places 
they go. Martin is not very 
different, although there 
are some places that serve 
up a good vegetarian meal. 

“The Mexican restaurants 
have always been great at 
offering many different 
choices, and the staff at ev-
ery one of the restaurants 
always goes out of their 
way to make sure you get 
an animal-friendly meal,” 
said Eslinger. “The Chinese 
restaurants have improved 
greatly over the past cou-
ple of years, offering more 
choices every year. The 
other restaurants are not at 
the top of the vegetarian-
friendly list. It’s almost as 
if they haven’t gotten the 
memo yet. Yes, it may be 
a vegetable dish, but if it’s 
cooked in or with fat, stock 
or meat, seasoned with 
meat, or simply looks like 
a stereotypical ‘vegetar-
ian’ meal – something like 
badly cooked tofu covered 
in some unidentifiable veg-
etable – it doesn’t count. It 
kind of makes me feel like 
saying ‘we’re not a different 
species, and we’re not stu-
pid. Give us real food’.”

The vegetarian club is 
open to anyone who is in-
terested, not just vegetar-
ians. They will hold their 
first informal meeting this 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
BDx Coffeehouse.

 “Jaime mentioned that 
we could show movies and 
organize talks, either by us 
members or by outsiders 
who want to contribute,” 
says Florido. “Lots can be 
done with very little re-
sources, and this is always 
good. We hope that we can 
gather a substantial num-
ber of students, faculty and 
community members so 
that we can actually have a 
positive influence on cam-
pus life.”

New vegetarian club to hold 

first meeting this Thursday

The same news...
Less paper cuts...

Submit stories and story ideas to: 
pacer@utm.edu
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Coheed and Cambria’s latest effort sure to please

Paul Helton

Pacer Writer

“No World for Tomor-
row,“ Coheed & Cambria’s 
fourth studio album,  is 
the follow up to their last 
album, “Good Apollo, I’m 
Burning Star IV, Vol. 1: From 
Fear Through the Eyes of 
Madness.” For Coheeed & 
Cambria nerds, this album 
means more lyrics to deci-
pher. For all other listeners, 
this is just another rock al-
bum. As far as Coheed & 
Cambria’s music goes, No 
World for Tomorrow is eas-
ily their most accessible al-
bum. The songs are shorter 
and sound more familiar. 
As a whole, it sounds less 
alien than some of their 
other albums, such as “In 
Keeping the Secrets of Si-
lent Earth: 3.”

Coheed & Cambria jump 
genres somewhat frequent-
ly on this album. However, 
most of the time they stay 
in the basic rock category, 
complete with guitar solos. 
There are songs that are 
practically models of 80’s 
hair metal, there are acous-
tic ballads, and near the end, 
they have a brief jazz piano 
segment. They also pull out 
their Pink Floyd influences 
a few times. Claudio San-
chez, Coheed & Cambria’s 
lead singer, explores a va-

riety of vocal 
styles as well.

“No World 
for Tomorrow” 
takes the styl-
ings of the pri-
or album and 
expands them. 
The production 
is slighlty bet-
ter, and there 
are more lay-
ers and back-
ground sounds 
than the pre-
vious albums. 
Violins, pianos and synths 
are more prominent and fit 
better. The vocals are often 
doubled or harmonized. In 
a way, “No World for To-
morrow” is more grown-up 
than their other albums, 
while maintaining most of 
Coheed & Cambria’s essen-
tial style. 

No album can come with-
out faults, and this one is 
no exception. Throughout 
most of the album, Claudio 
Sanchez seems to be unable 
to sing in his own style. His 
singing seems to be a cari-
cature of himself. Some of 
the lyrics seem too recycled 
from their previous al-
bums. Unlike past albums, 
this one does not have 
Josh Eppard on drums. 
His grooves are missing, 
but because of his style on 
Coheed & Cambria’s last 

album, the change isn’t as 
drastic. While the produc-
tion is better, there are mo-
ments where “No World 
for Tomorrow” feels like 
Meatloaf’s “Bat Out of Hell 
III.” There is an air of melo-
drama that doesn’t seem to 
fit Coheed & Cambria.

Coheed & Cambria fans 
should see this as a depar-
ture from what the band 
has already done. After a 
few listens, most that find 
this album a disappoint-
ment should warm up to it. 
“No World for Tomorrow” 
is more commercial, and as 
such comes with most of the 
benefits and flaws as well. 
This is an album worth 
checking out for both Co-
heed & Cambria fans and 
those who aren’t familiar 
with them.

Last week’s pumpkin carving contest, sponsored by Student Activities Council, 

resulted with a winning jack o’ lantern, at left, carved by Paul Thames. The sec-

ond place pumpkin, at right, was carved by Kelli Raines.

Fans will love the style, newcomers will enjoy the acces-
sible sound and straight ahead rock sensibility
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Change not always good for 
social networking Web sites

From the Geek Corner

Sara McIntosh
Viewpoints Editor

While the great programs 
that are available for pro-
tecting your computer 
exist, often times they are 
burdensome and can cause 
a load time which drains 
available RAM. 

Not only is this problem-
atic when you are booting 
your computer, trying to 
type an important paper, 
and surf, but it can cause a 
major crash risk for anyone 
overloading their multi-
tasking computer.

There are solutions and 
the site of the week is just 
one alternative to those 
pesky installed protective 
programs. 

Kaspersky.com offers free 
virus definition downloads 
as well as scans your com-
puter for viruses, which 
costs zilch. Though there 
are products advertised for 
the PC or business comput-
ers, there is no obligation to 
buy these.

The site offers an easy 

to navigate realm for any-
one wanting to use the free 
services provided as well 
as complement the virus 
protection software that 
already exists on their PC.

 Although Panda Security 
offers similar services on 
their site, kaspersky.com 
has little guilt associated 
with using their free ser-
vices. 

Although fighting virus-
es and mal-ware is a high 
priority for the purchase 
editions, the site demon-
strates the trends of viruses 
being scanned through the 
online-only version and 
even categorizes the previ-
ous placement on the polls 
over the previous week. 

If people were concerned 
with their computer and 
possible infestation of virus-
es, this site offers valuable 
services and information to 
ward off evil spirits that 
wait in the dark to destroy 
your precious computer.

On the net:
www.kaspersky.com

www.kaspersky.com

theTechnophile
  • E-mail: pacer_tech@utm.eduwww.utmpacer.com

Connec
ting UTM 

to the

connec
ted world.

Charlie McIntosh, Tech Editor

Net neutrality still towing the line in Washington D.C.
Charlie McIntosh
Technology Editor

Net neutrality, a concept 
once thought dead, has 
arisen from the grave just 
in time for All Hallow’s 
Eve as two senators asked 
the Senate Commerce 
Committee about network 
discrimination.

Two weeks ago, Senators 
Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.) 
and Olympia Snowe (R-
Maine) asked the chairman 
of the Senate Commerce 
Committee to see if a lack 
of network neutrality rules 
were stirring problems for 
Americans. 

The move made by the 
bipartisan tag team comes 
in the wake of several less 
than neutral slip-ups from 
such companies as AT&T 
and Verizon.  One of these 
drew negative attention 

from music lovers, when 
AT&T censored lyrics to 
a Pearl Jam performance 
broadcast live on the Web.  

While AT&T has remained 
apologetic for the maneu-
ver, the incident could not 
have occurred at a worse 
time.  

Verizon drew fire recent-
ly for blocking a mass text 
message from a Pro-Choice 
organization, Comcast has 
remained unapologetic 
for delaying BitTorrent 
and Lotus Notes traf-
fic for users, and AT&T’s 
Terms of Service agreement 
informed users that criti-
cism of the company was 
not allowed. 

The concept of net neu-
trality is one debated and 
studied due to the ambi-
guity of the issue. While 
definitions vary, the form 
of net neutrality most often 

referred to was presented 
by Columbia Law School 
Professor Tim Wu.  

Professor Wu defines net 
neutrality as a network 
design principle where the 
main idea is keeping a use-
ful public information plat-
form unbiased regarding 
all content and sites.

The issue results from 
communications and net-
working companies not 
allowing users access to the 
Internet without bias.  

Often times, however, 
censorship can look par-
ticularly nasty for compa-
nies such as Comcast from 
a public relations perspec-
tive.  

Comcast has gone on a 
public relations offensive 
to convince journalists and 
customers that it is not 
monitoring, filtering, or 
throttling traffic. 

Regardless of Comcast’s 
innocence claims, the 
investigation continues 
into their neutrality.  The 
recent allegations made 
towards ComCast and its 
fellow companies such 
as AT&T and Verizon are 
what returned the Internet 
censorship issue to the 
forefront.

The revival of this long 
debated issue will inevita-
bly lead to something, but 
what it is remains murky.  

The topic of net neutral-
ity is one grasped by White 
House hopeful Barack 
Obama. Whether or not it 
will help him get into office 
is uncertain, seeing as most 
people don’t even know 
what it is. 

Perhaps the efforts of 
Dorgan and Snowe will 
clear up the issue to the 
public in the near future.

Jon-Michael 
St. Amant
Technology 
columnist 

UTM broadband speed to jolt into next semester
Charlie McIntosh
Technology Editor

With a new bill in leg-
islation hoping to boost 
the nation’s Internet capa-
bilities to match the rest of 
the globe, U.S. broadband 
speeds may be increas-
ing with the University of 
Tennessee at Martin fol-
lowing suit.

Campus Internet capa-
bilities are looking to 
increase in the coming 
semester, following recent 
faculty complaints directed 
towards UT President John 
Peterson over slow broad-
band speeds. 

Mark McAlpin, UTM 
Technical and Network 
Supervisor, recently 
informed The Pacer of 
UTM’s plans to kick cam-
pus Internet into a higher 
gear.  “Currently, UTM 
receives 45 megabits for 
the Internet from Qwest,” 
McAlpin said.  “However, 
we are looking to increase 
that to 95 megabits next 
semester.”

The recent addition to 
campus broadband services 
comes from a bid made to 

Charter Communications 
for 50 additional megabits 
to be added to UTM’s cur-
rent rate.  McAlpin stated 
that the bid for Charter’s 
50 megabits came up to 
roughly $4000. 

In addition to the 95 
megabits of broadband 
access, the campus will 
continue to run its own 
Internet at one gigabit per 
second.  This gigabit is 
dispersed throughout the 
niversity, although some of 
the smaller buildings on 
campus have slower cam-
pus Internet capabilities 
ranging from anywhere 
between 10 to 100 mega-
bits.

“Some of the buildings do 
not get campus Internet to 
its full capacity,” McAlpin 
said. “We’re constantly 
working on these areas 
to make sure everyone on 
campus is up to speed.”

The motion to boost 
broadband standards at 
UTM should be seen as 
a favorable move, with 
rival campuses in the area 
remaining competitive 
concerning Internet access. 
Murray State in Kentucky, 

the University most com-
parable in size and popu-
lation to UTM, currently 
maintains a broadband 
service of 75 megabits per 
second.

Larger state campuses, 
such as UT Knoxville and 
Chattanooga, currently 
maintain much faster 
broadband services to keep 
up with their grander stu-
dent bodies. According to 
the UT Knoxville Office of 
Information Technology, 
the campus broadband ser-
vice runs at a speed of 225 
megabits per second with a 
397 megabit Internet2 ser-
vice provided by Abilene.

Private Universities such 
as Vanderbilt run even fast-
er, with 263 megabits per 
second through Qwest and 
AT&T, and 2 gigabits of I2 
services. 

The decision to increase 
Internet efficiency could 
not be timelier consider-
ing the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee’s 
recent approval of a bill that 
would develop an annual 
inventory of Internet capa-
bilities throughout the 
nation.

The bill present-
ed by Massachusetts 
Representative Ed Markey 
(D) hopes to provide policy 
makers with more compre-
hensive data to better use 
grants and subsidies for 
target areas lacking high-
speed Internet access. The 
representative stated two 
weeks ago that promoting 
broadband would stir job 
growth and promote high-
er innovation from busi-
nesses.

This motion was put into 
action after an Organization 
for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development 
(OECD) study last year 
that showed the U.S. fall-
ing behind in Internet effi-
ciency.  According to the 
alarming OECD ranking, 
the U.S. dropped from the 
No. 4 ranked nation to No. 
15 in the world between 
2001 and 2006.

The British research firm 
Point-Topic Ltd. put the 
U.S., considered to be the 
birthplace of the Internet, 
at 17th place of broadband 
users worldwide.

Browsing through 
Facebook.com is 
getting pretty inter-

esting these days ever since 
the site opened up their 
source code allowing users 
to create applications which 
play nicely with Facebook’s 
mainframe. Every day 
more and more applications 
become available which, in 
my opinion, is a blessing 
and a curse for Facebook.

The site has grown in 
popularity and user-base 
due to these applications 
and this has spurred inter-
est from other, some would 
say rival, social network 
sites. Even 
Google, search 
engine giant, 
in responce to 
user initiated 
appl ic at ion s 
i n t r o d u c e d , 
OpenSocial. 

The con-
cept behind 
OpenSocial is 
to establish a 
Web standard 
for creating 
social network applications. 
This would enable these 
types of applications to be 
usable on multiple social 
networks. Google, idealis-
tically, believes that Web 
trends point to a need for 
programs and applications 
to mash up across several 
platforms. I wonder, how-
ever, if this is really neces-
sary.

MySpace.com (remem-
ber them?) is, so far, the 
largest social network to 
hop on this band wagon. 
Truthfully, with Facebook 
reigning over the social 
network scene, that seems 
to be in MySpace’s best 
interest. However, I don’t 
think that people in general 
are going to be too thrilled 
with this sort of ability.

At one time Facebook was 
just for college students. 
Then when batch after 
batch of users were gradu-
ating and looking for a way 

to stay connected, Facebook 
opened themselves up to 
the general public, and in 
turn altered their priori-
ties. Opening their source 
code and allowing for 
applications really opened 
Facebook to a wider audi-
ence while still retaining 
their core users. 

Now Facebook is excelling 
in the social 
n e t w o r k i n g 
industry. This 
is not to say 
that they will 
stay large for-
ever. MySpace 
r e i g n e d 
supreme for 
a while and 
now they have 
fallen behind. 
So this makes 
the issue of 

Google’s OpenSocial con-
cept even more difficult to 
grasp. 

I believe that it is unneces-
sary. I believe that Facebook 
is all that anyone really 
needs. It is fun but can 
also be professional. It is 
secure while still allowing 
for wide spread intercon-
nectivity. If everyone is on 
Facebook, which everyone 
is, why would we need to 
have the same application 
on multiple platforms?      

It is hard to say if Facebook 
will continue their domi-
nance into the future but 
one thing is for sure, the 
OpenSocial idea will only 
create more spam for us all 
to filter out. I personally 
dread the day when I get 
slayer invitation and were-
wolf invitations across all 
my networks. Seems like a 
colossal waste of time.

“If everyone is 
using Facebook, 
why would we 

need to have the 
same application 

on multiple 
platforms?”
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Newcomers add depth to a young Skyhawk men’s basketball team
John Summers

Sports Editor

After a disappointing 
8-23 (5-15 OVC) record in 
the 2006-2007 season, head 
coach Bret Campbell’s 2007-
2008 UT Martin men’s bas-
ketball team is expected 
to show improvement this 
season.

This year’s Skyhawks 
squad is comprised of a 
group of young, talented 
players that show a lot of 
promise. The team has 
only one senior in Gerald 
Robinson.

During the offsea-
son, UTM signed three 
junior college transfers. 
Olajide Hay comes from 
Southeastern Illinois Junior 
College where he aver-
aged over 11 points and 
7 rebounds per game last 
season and earned first-
team all-conference honors. 
“O (Hay) works extremely 
hard on both ends of the 
floor,” Campbell said. “We 
expect him to contribute 
immediately.”

Carlos Wright joins UTM 
from Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College 
where he was the 16th lead-
ing scorer among all junior 
college athletes. He aver-
aged almost 20 points and 
8 assists per game. “Carlos 
will bring a wealth of expe-
rience to our point guard 
position,” Campbell said. 
“He knows how to run a 
team plus score the basket-
ball.”

Djero Riedewald played 
at Polk Community College 
last season, averaging 12 

points and 8 rebounds per 
game. “Djero will add depth 
to our front line right away,” 
Campbell said. “He’s very 
athletic and runs the floor 
extremely well. He should 
enhance our rebounding 
immediately.”

UTM also signed an all-
state point guard in Sam 
Pearson. Pearson aver-
aged almost 19 points 

and 5 assists as a senior at 
Hazelwood Central High 
School. “Sam has the poten-
tial as a freshman to play 
a lot of minutes at point 
guard for us,” Campbell 
said. “He has a good feel 
for the game and will make 
the players better around 
him. Sam will be another 
key ingredient to our suc-
cess (this) year.”

Talented freshman 
Marquis Weddle, from 
Union City, should also see 
a decent amount of playing 
time.

The Skyhawks will face 
a tough schedule. Their 
regular season opener was 
Monday night against No. 
3 Memphis in the Coaches 
vs. Cancer tournament. 
UTM actually led 28-23 late 

in the second half before 
Memphis went on a 26-8 
run. Memphis won 101-72.

UTM will also play at 
Vanderbilt, UNLV, and 
Mississippi State this sea-
son. “This is an ambitious 
non-conference schedule, 
but our goal is to be as 
prepared as we can be 
going into the Ohio Valley 
Conference schedule,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell’s goal is for 
the team to finish in the 
top four of the tough OVC. 
Finishing in the top four 
would give UTM a first-
round home game in the 
conference tournament. 
The team that wins the 
tournament automatically 
goes on to the big 64-team 
NCAA Tournament, also 
known as March Madness, 
for the chance to become 
national champions.

The Skyhawks won an 
exhibition game against 
Bethel College 96-63 
last Thursday. The team 
showed cohesiveness and 
much promise in the game.

UTM shot 50 percent from 
the field. Newcomer Lester 
Hudson led all scorers with 
32 points. Robinson, the 
senior leader, poured in 24 
points, and Weddle scored 
14. “We are so anxious to 
get Lester Hudson and 
Marquis Weddle out here 
with this basketball team, 
because they are both very 
talented offensive players,” 
Campbell said. “They make 
this team look good because 
they can make shots.”

UTM did have some glar-
ing trouble areas on which 

they need to improve. The 
Skyhawks were only 11-of-
24 on free throw attempts 
for an unacceptable percent-
age of 46. The free throw 
line is called the “charity 
stripe” for a reason; teams 
need to shoot around 70 
percent or better to be suc-
cessful.

The Skyhawks also 
allowed Bethel, a rather 
small team, to pull down 
22 offensive rebounds. 

UTM will have to work 
on these areas as the season 
progresses. If the Skyhawks 
get everything clicking, 
they could have a very suc-
cessful season. Their first 
regular season home game 
will be Nov. 13 against 
Central Baptist College. 
They begin OVC play on 
Dec. 8 against Jacksonville 
State.
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Benzor Simmons (1) attempts a free throw during UTM’s 96-63 exhibition win over 
Bethel last Thursday. Simmons is a freshman guard from Miami.
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Djero Riedewald attempts 
a jump shot Thursday.

Thompson named co-newcomer of week
Chase Elliott

Staff Writer

UT Martin sopho-
more quarterback Cade 
Thompson was named co-
newcomer of the week by 
the Ohio Valley Conference 
two weeks ago for his 
superb play in the Oct. 
27 win over Southeast 
Missouri State.

Thompson completed 23-
of-32 passes for 317 yards 
and three touchdowns in 
just his second start of the 
season. Thompson con-
nected with eight different 
receivers on the day. He 
also finished the game with 
no interceptions. 

As a starter for the 
Skyhawks, Thompson 
moves to 1-1 overall. He has 
completed 55-of-80 passes 

for a total of 665 yards and 
three touchdowns on the 
season and has only thrown 
two interceptions.

The Skyhawks have not 
seen this kind of effort 
from a quarterback in quite 
awhile. Thompson is the 
first UTM quarterback since 
2004 to throw for more than 
300 yards in a game.

As a quarterback at 
Maryville High School in 
Maryville, TN, Thompson 
helped lead his team to state 
championships in 2002 and 
2004. He was named the 
2004 Class 4-A Mr. Football. 
Thompson ended his career 
at Maryville with a 43-1 
record as a starter and won 
35 consecutive games. In his 
senior season, he threw for 
2,361 yards and 35 touch-
downs. That season, he was 

named the East Tennessee 
Player of the Year, Region 
4-A Player of the Year, and 
was also named to the USA 
Today Old Spice Red Zone 
Team.

Thompson signed with the 
South Carolina Gamecocks 
out of high school and was 
red-shirted his first season. 

In 2006, Thompson played 
in the annual Garnet and 
Black spring game. He 
completed 10-of-13 pass-
es for 136 yards and two 
touchdowns. He was slated 
as the backup quarterback 
for the Gamecocks and 
appeared in two regular 
season games, completing 
1-of-4 passes for 1 yard.

Thompson transferred to 
UTM earlier this year and 
is in his first season with 
the Skyhawks.

Tillson claims OVC’s first air 

rifle athlete of month honor
UTM Athletic 

Communications

Heather Tillson, a junior at 
the University of Tennessee 
at Martin, was named the 
Ohio Valley Conference’s 
Air Rifle Athlete of the 
Month.

Tillson shot a career-
high 592 this season at the 
University of Memphis 
and has posted the high-
est scores on her team. Her 
lowest score has been 579 
out of a perfect 600.

Tillson has led her team 
to a first-place finish, three 
second-place finishes and a 
third-place finish this sea-
son.

Tillson and the Skyhawks 
have fired two match-
es against No. 1 Alaska 

Fairbanks this 
season.

Tillson, from 
Galway, NY, 
is the first air 
rifle athlete of 
the month to be 
named by the 
OVC.

The monthly 
award is deter-
mined by league 
officials and is 
awarded to an 
air rifle athlete 
and a small-
bore athlete. 
Rifle athletes 
in both guns 
will be hon-
ored through 
February.

Heather Tillson fires at Kentucky.
Deford brings “Sports: The Hype, 

The Hoopla” to UTM as speaker
UTM Athletic

Communications

Nationally renowned 
sports columnist Frank 
Deford will speak at 7:30 
p.m., Nov. 8, in Elam 
Center at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin. With 
decades of experience as an 
author, columnist and tele-
vision and radio person-
ality, Deford has become, 
in the words of GQ maga-
zine, “the world’s greatest 
sportswriter.”

A native of Baltimore and 
a graduate of Princeton 
University, where he has 
taught in the American 
Studies Program, Deford 
has authored 16 books. Two 
of his books, “Everybody’s 
All-American” and “Alex: 
The Life of a Child,” his 
memoir of his daughter 
who died of cystic fibrosis, 
have been made into mov-
ies, while a third, “Casey 
On The Loose,” is being 
turned into a Broadway 
musical. His current book, 
“The Entitled,” is a novel 
about celebrities, sex and 
baseball.

Deford has achieved 

eminence as both sports-
writer and sportscaster, 
first as a writer and edi-
tor for Sports Illustrated 
and, more recently, as a 
correspondent on HBO’s 
“Real Sports with Bryant 
Gumbel.” His work as a 
journalist has been reward-
ed with almost every major 
honor that can be bestowed 
upon a journalist. He has 
been elected to the Hall 
of Fame of the National 
Association of Sportscasters 
and Sportswriters; he has 
been elected six times as 
Sportswriter of the Year 
by his peers; he was twice 
voted Magazine Writer of 
the Year by the Washington 
Journalism Review; he has 
received both an Emmy 
Award and a George Foster 
Peabody Award for his 
broadcasting work; and he 
received a CableAce Award 
for his HBO Sports docu-
mentary, “Arthur Ashe: 
Citizen of the World” (1994). 
His honest and forthright 
style has led Sporting 
News to call Frank Deford 
“the most influential sports 
voice among members of 
the print media.”

Deford also is noted for 
his charity work, most 
prominently, he served for 
16 years as national chair-
man of the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation and remains 
chairman emeritus.

“Frank Deford has been 
a prominent voice in the 
sports world for genera-
tions of fans and observers 
of the games,” said Dr. Dan 
McDonough, UT Martin 
Honors Programs director. 
“While many of us read his 
work in Sports Illustrated, 
where his articles still can 
be found, a new genera-
tion may know him better 
through his television and 
radio work. Regardless of 
which medium one chooses, 
Deford has always looked 
at the sporting world with 
a loving, but critical eye. 
Appreciating and celebrat-
ing the positive aspects of 
sports, he has never hesi-
tated to comment on the 
seamier sides which have 
occasionally threatened the 
integrity of the games. Join 
us in exploring Deford’s 
unique perspective on the 
good and the bad in the 
modern sporting world.”
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Volleyball anticipates final 

homestand of the season
UTM Athletic

Communications

The University of 
Tennessee at Martin volley-
ball team enters its last week 
of the season. Skyhawk 
volleyball’s final three-
game home stand begins 
Wednesday night at 7 p.m. 
against Southeast Missouri 
State, and continues Friday 
night at 7:30 p.m. versus 
Tennessee Tech. The vol-
leyball team closes out its 
season against Tennessee 
State Saturday at 5:00 p.m.

Over the weekend the 
Skyhawks suffered two dis-
appointing losses, perma-
nently ending their Ohio 
Valley Conference tourna-
ment hopes. With an expe-
rienced team, six seniors, 
and several leading OVC 
playmakers, the Skyhawks 
had high expectations 
entering the 2007 season, 
but with only four confer-

ence wins and 14 losses, 
they are now officially out 
of playoff contention.

The Skyhawks lost to 
number one Morehead 
State in Morehead, Ky. 
on Friday night in three 
games (20-30, 19-30 and 20-
30). UT Martin lost again 
3-0 to Eastern Kentucky on 
Saturday in Richmond, Ky. 
(21-30, 20-30 and 17-30).

Despite the disheartening 
team results, two Skyhawk 
seniors have blocked their 
way into OVC history. 
Kathryn Sprague is cur-
rently tied for second place 
on the all-time career list 
for block assists. Teammate 
Sarah Jett is currently 12th 
on the list, but on track to 
finish her career as high 
as seventh. Jett transferred 
to UT Martin from the 
University of West Georgia 
her sophomore year, mak-
ing her mark in the OVC 
record books that much 

more impressive.
The Skyhawks had the 

momentum they thought 
they needed going into last 
weekend, with a big win 
against Austin Peay Oct. 
27. The victory over the 
Lady Govs snapped a six-
game losing streak for the 
Skyhawks.

UT Martin will try to 
end the season well against 
their last three OVC oppo-
nents. Southeast Missouri 
is currently ranked sec-
ond in the conference, 
with 13 wins and just five 
losses. Tennessee State and 
Tennessee Tech are hover-
ing at the middle of the 
pack, at fifth and sixth place 
respectively. UT Martin is 
currently tied for eighth 
place in the conference with 
Eastern Kentucky, ahead of 
Eastern Illinois and Austin 
Peay.


