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Will York

Senior Reporter

Vice chancellor for 
Academic Affairs can-
didate Jerald Ogg said 
Monday one of his goals 
would be to reduce the 
number of courses facul-
ty are required to teach, 
which he said would make 
UT Martin more attractive 
to new faculty.

“I don’t think we need to 
make the change to meet 
the competition, but to be 
more competitive,” Ogg 
said.

Faculty usually teach 
eight courses a year, divid-
ed into four each semester, 
which is average for region-
al, undergraduate-focused 
colleges like UT Martin. 

Changing to a four-three 
model would give profes-
sors more opportunity to 
perform valuable research, 
Ogg said.

“If I can retire with hav-
ing a part in a four-three 
load, I’d be on UTM’s ver-
sion of Mt. Rushmore,” he 
said.

Ogg, who is serving as 
the interim for the position, 
was the first of four final-
ists to interview on campus 
for the job.

He said as the perma-
nent vice chancellor, he’d 
most enjoy recruiting pro-
spective faculty members, 
which he said would be his 

top budget priority.
“The ones who like to 

teach, the ones who like to 
be mentors, the ones who 
like to be part of the com-
munity and team players 
who like students—those 
are the kind of faculty we 
need,” Ogg said.

Ogg, the only internal 
finalist for the job, has 
been a UTM administra-
tor for 11 years, serving as 
interim vice chancellor for 
Student Affairs, dean of 

the College of Humanities 
and Fine Arts and chair 
of the Department of 
Communications.

He is also a colonel in the 
U.S. Air Force Reserve and 
an attorney. He previously 
served as a judge advocate.

Ogg said the Air Force’s 
three core values—“excel-
lence in all we do, service 
before self and integrity 
first”—sustain him as a 
university leader.

“There’s no wonder I was 

attracted to those values,” 
Ogg said, “and there’s no 
wonder I was attracted to 
UT Martin.”

Ogg earned his bachelor’s 
degree from UTM in 1976, 
his law degree from the 
University of Tennessee 
in 1978, a master’s degree 
from Louisiana State and 
a doctorate in journalism 
from Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale.

He told faculty that 
Academic Affairs is due 

for a complete re-evalua-
tion of the way the division 
works, something he would 
do as vice chancellor.

“I think that every institu-
tion every 10 years should 
start from the bottom up 
and see if that’s where we 
need to be,” Ogg said.

Increasing the number of 
satellite campuses (UTM 
has four) has to be done 
while also increasing the 
number of permanent fac-
ulty there.

“I want my stars to go 
down to Ripley occasion-
ally,” Ogg said. “The stu-
dents down there deserve 
a UTM experience. 
Otherwise, we’re just like 
the University of Phoenix,” 
referencing the online, for-
profit college.

Ogg also said he is con-
cerned with faculty reten-
tion as well as the perennial 
issue of student retention.

“I understand young fac-
ulty,” he said. “… We need 
a way to turn young faculty 
into old faculty. By creating 
a culture where they feel 
supported, I think we can 
help increase these num-
bers.”

Administrators and aca-
demic advisers often over-
look student retention 
between the sophomore 
and junior years, Ogg said. 
Freshman initiatives help 

— See ‘Ogg’ on Page 6

Tues. tornadoes ‘tenfold’ worse than 2003 storms VCSA search 
nears end

Ogg cites understanding UTM’s culture as major strength

Charlie McIntosh

Technology Editor

JACKSON, Tenn.—Every 
few years, a storm so violent 
and so destructive sweeps 
across West Tennessee that 
its path leaves its mark 
on the earth and in our 
hearts.

On May 4, 2003, two 
strong tornadoes tore 
through the southern and 
eastern portions of Jackson, 
killing 10, destroying 16 
homes and damaging over 
100 throughout the growing 
city.

The city’s downtown 
became a patchwork of 
discriminated destruction, 
and the city’s poorest 
neighborhoods—already 
scourged by poverty and 
unemployment—harbored 
despair while residents 
struggled to survive.

Nine Madison County 
residents died from another 
storm in 1999.

Tornadoes also struck the 
county in 2001 and 2002.

And five years later, after 
the city rebuilt at a price in 
the millions of dollars, after 
the city built a memorial 
honoring the dead, after 
leaders bolstered early-
warning systems, another 
storm—this time in 
February—rumbled into 
Jackson.

Last Tuesday’s storms 
leveled whole subdivisions, 
killing two near Jackson. 
The Oaks Retirement Home 
and Regional Hospital have 
been severely damaged, and 
Union University sustained 
an estimated $40 million 
in damage, and now the 
university’s administrators 
are struggling to resume 
classes and house 

students after two dorms 
were completely destroyed.

“Out of 16 buildings at 
Union University, only four 
weren’t severely damaged,” 
said Belinda Moss, a Union 
University spokeswoman. 
“We did sustain some 
damage with the storms 
five years ago, but not on 
this level. This is tenfold 
worse.”

Nine students were 
trapped under the rubble 
of their collapsed dorms, 
but no one died at Union, 
something Moss attributes 
to the damage the 
university took in previous 
tornadoes.

When storm sirens go off 
there, people take cover.

“Part of what saved lives 
here was there are people 
who are experienced and 

One step closer to ‘green,’ UTM now accepts plastic recycling
Heather Peterson

Pacer Writer

UTM has taken anoth-
er step in the process of 
being more environmen-
tally friendly this semester 
by adding recycling bins 
around campus for plas-
tics.

Dennis Kosta, UTM’s cus-
todial manager, said that 
the “green” additions were 
made after a recycling cen-
ter for plastics was estab-
lished in Union City.

“Before, our problem was 
that we didn’t have a mar-
ket for plastics. Now we are 
just trying to get students 
aware that we are taking 

plastics,” Kosta said.
Another development on 

the local recycling front, 
Kosta said, is the univer-
sity’s effort to make new 
buildings more energy 
efficient, ranging from the 
use of energy-efficient light 
bulbs to the installation of 
recycled carpeting. All of 
the new carpets being laid 
are made from recycled 
materials; the carpet is cut 
in squares so that when a 
part is damaged or ruined 
only the damaged squares 
need to be replaced.  In 
addition, the damaged car-
pet can be recycled.  

Also, all the toilet paper 
and paper towels used on 

campus are made from 100 
percent recycled material, 
Kosta said, and all cleaning 
products used are “green” 
chemicals. 

“We are trying to do as 
much as we can to conserve 
our environment,” he said.

“Right now we are 
involved with Coca-Cola 
in a competition with 
other universities across 
the nation to see who can 
collect the most recyclable 
material,” Kosta said.  “The 
reward, if we win, is that 
Coca-Cola will supply our 
campus with new recycling 
containers.”  

He added that because 
the universities involved 

have different population 
sizes, the competition will 
be based on a ratio of per-
student-per-pound in recy-
clable products, not total 
weights of products.

Kosta has been with the 
campus recycling program 
since it began in 1991, the 
same year the Tennessee 
Legislature passed a bill 
requiring cities to reduce 
waste by 25 percent. Each 
city must report to the 
state annually on its waste 
reduction efforts, and 
Kosta reports the univer-
sity’s efforts to the city of 
Martin.

However, he said, the 

Will York

Senior Reporter

UT Martin Chancellor 
Tom Rakes said Monday 
that he is moving “as fast as 
we can” to select the next 
vice chancellor for Student 
Affairs—finalizing a search 
that has spanned three 
years.

Rakes said he will try to 
name the vice chancellor by 
Friday, but the process may 
stretch into next week.

“Once I make an offer, (the 
candidate) will have to come 
back to me in writing and 
accept it before I can release 
the name,” Rakes said. 
“We’ll fax them a draft of 
the appointment letter and 
hopefully we’ll hear back 
from them quickly.”

Rakes had given an 
advisory search com-
mittee—chaired by Vice 
Chancellor for Finance and 
Administration Al Hooten—
the task of choosing up to 
three finalists based on 
campus interviews of four 
finalists, but the commit-
tee sent all four names to 
the chancellor with a list of 
strengths and weaknesses.

The eight-member com-
mittee also gave Rakes a 
summary of student and 
faculty survey findings 
about each candidate.

Rakes said the committee 
did not give a ranking of 
their favorites.

The chancellor said if 
the candidate he chooses 
declines the job, he will 
offer the post to his sec-
ond choice, which former 
Chancellor Nick Dunagan 
did not do in the earlier 
round of searches for the 
same position.

Leroy Durant turned 
down the job in April 
2006, and the search was 
reopened. 

But this time around, time 
is not on UTM’s side.

Four candidates are on 
campus this week inter-
viewing for another senior 
leadership vacancy—vice 
chancellor for Student 
Affairs.

“We have some choices, 
but the longer it takes, the 
less desirable it is,” Rakes 
said, saying some of the can-
didates have also applied for 
positions at other colleges. “I 
can’t take my time because 
it backs up the other candi-
dates I want.”
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Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Jerald Ogg talked with faculty and 
staff at a forum during the search for a permanent vice chancellor on Monday. 
He said recruiting faculty is his top budget priority.  (Pacer Photo/Will York)

Emergency crews search the rubble of the Union 
University dorms in Jackson, Tenn. on the morning 
of Wednesday, Feb. 6. Students huddled inside as 
the tornado hit. (AP Photo/The Jackson Sun/Andrew 
McMurtrie)

— See ‘Recycling’ on Page 6

— See ‘Tornado’ on Page 6
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The Pummeling Pen By: Eric WhiteEditorial:  
Our View

Tragedy leads people 
to begin questioning 
mundane and over 

looked elements of day-to-
day lives. College students 
everywhere began ques-
tioning their respective 
universities in the areas 
of their personal safety 
because of the shooting at 
Virginia Tech last spring. 
Now, Union University 
attribute the 
survival of their 
students, fac-
ulty and staff 
on the tornado 
that damaged 
the downtown 
Jackson area 
in 2003. With 
the focus again 
being on stu-
dent safety in 
times of emergency, many 
UTM students and faculty 
question whether our com-
munity is adequately pre-
pared for a similar disas-
ter.

Our university does have 
disaster plans in place. The 
problem is how effective 
these policies are when the 
majority of students are apt 
to be confused and disori-
ented while in buildings 
that are not adequately 
constructed to withstand 
tornadoes of the same cali-
ber as those Union faced 
last week.

Also, how effective is it 

to expect that the students, 
faculty and staff would all 
be capable of fitting in the 
basement of Humanities 
when the building is occu-
pied by so many students 
at any given time?

The Pacer understands 
the need for these policies 
and applaud our admin-
istrators for being so 
forthwith in creating and 

i mple me nt i n g 
these programs; 
however, with 
the construction 
projects being 
of a high impor-
tance wouldn’t it 
be better to focus 
on modernizing 
buildings?

The faculty, 
staff and stu-

dents at Union University 
exemplify what it means to 
be prepared for disaster as 
well as how the university 
worked as a whole for the 
best interest of all parties 
involved, which appears to 
be a trait that is a lackluster 
pipe dream in comparison 
with our campus.

The successes of one uni-
versity should be the goal 
for ours as well. In order 
for that to be an eventual 
truth, the priorities of all 
should be considered by 
more people than those 
disenfranchised from the 
truth.

Is UTM 
adequately 

prepared for 
a disaster?

Union serves as archetype for UTM

Shootings, tornadoes, floods and Super Tuesday 
make for a draining week in America

Ted Anthony
AP National Writer

There’s a fortune-cookie-
style proverb that sounds 
like a blessing but, legend 
says, is really a curse: “May 
you live in interesting 
times.”

The saying is usually 
attributed to ancient China, 
but it is, by many indica-
tions, entirely American. 
Which makes it particular-
ly suitable as we pause, on 
the weekend, to consider 
the past week an extremely 
violent, chaotic, anguished 
and, yes, horrifyingly fas-
cinating week in our 231-
year-old republic.

Ugly things. Violent 
things. Elemental things. 
Epic things. The forces of 
nature and human anger 
unleashed in concentrated 
form across the land. Water 
and fire, gun and sky, 
bringing destruction, death 
and misery. And tears.

America’s body count for 
the week from Feb. 2 to 
Saturday tops four score. 
Fifty-nine dead from the 
tornadoes in the South. 
Five dead after Edwin 
Rivera opened fire on his 
family and a SWAT offi-
cer in Los Angeles. Six 
killed in Kirkwood, Mo., 
when Charles Lee “Cookie” 
Thornton opened fire at a 
city council meeting and 
was slain by police. Five 
women herded into the 
back room of a suburban 
Chicago Lane Bryant store 
and gunned down by a 
man still at large.

You can’t even fit it into 
a single paragraph. Here’s 
more: Three dead in an 
Oregon plane crash, three 
dead in a Louisiana voca-
tional college shooting, five 
dead and three missing in 
a Georgia sugar refinery 
explosion. An Ohio teach-
er stabbed in front of her 
grade-school students after 
her estranged husband 
walked into the classroom 

and pulled a knife. Across 
the state, hundreds of 
homes damaged in severe 
flooding. Hordes of motor-
ists stranded on Wisconsin 
roads by snow.

And that doesn’t count 
the wounded. Nor does it 
tally the dizzying ack-ack 
of nondestructive and non-
tectonic events during the 
same one-week span.

Super Sunday (an upset) 
gave way to Super Tuesday 
(not so much). An intense 
Mitt Romney surprised 
some by leaving the 
presidential race, and an 
erratic Britney Spears sur-
prised everyone by leav-
ing the hospital. A hungry 
Microsoft tried to swallow 
Yahoo whole, and the space 
shuttle Atlantis launched 
after a two-month delay.

Deep breaths. Turn off 
the television. Fire up the 
screensaver and walk away, 
brother.

No one’s comparing 
Britney’s peculiar travails to 
a mass shooting, of course. 
But the sheer sensory news 
overload of this past week 
shoved us further toward 
a point of collective satu-
ration that’s remarkable 
even for the savvy, media-
obsessed culture that we 
have become.

Are things getting worse? 
Is too much happening for 
us to process? Should we, 
like Steve Carell in “Evan 
Almighty,” begin building 
an ark? Or do we just know 
about more stuff quick-
er, thanks to the inces-
sant media maelstrom of 
Internet broadband, cable 
news and articles like this 
one?

“When you wake up 
and get your cup of coffee 
and turn on the ‘Today’ 
show and hear one story 
and say, ‘Oh, my,’ and 
the next three are just as 
bad, it has an impact on 
how you start your day,” 
says Brenda Garton, a for-
mer TV news anchor who 
teaches in the communica-

tion department at Western 
New England College in 
Springfield, Mass.

“We are surrounded and 
consumed by this news. It’s 
at work, it’s at school, it’s 
at home, it’s on our Web 
sites,” she says. “We’re cer-
tainly given more of a front 
seat to it today. ... I hope 
we’re not getting numb 
when we hear about some 
severe tragedy.”

Rarely in modern mem-
ory has spectacle been so 
intense as to be both numb-
ing and utterly addictive 
to watch. There was, of 
course, that indelible week 
in September 2001. And 
the excruciating weekend 
in 1963 that began with 
a president cut down by 
bullets and ended with his 
assassin falling to the same 
fate. There were riots in the 
1960s, hostage crises in the 
1970s, a shuttle explosion 
in the 1980s and a white 
Bronco and a blue dress in 
the 1990s.

But except for 9/11, all 
those happened before the 
unremitting, Web-driven 
news cycle really came of 
age. And, more important, 
even the most destructive 
of them were pretty much 
self-contained.

What made the past week 
so unsettling, so utterly 
rubberneckable, was not 
only the nature of events 
but their breadth. It was 
enough to make you look 
at everything around you 
the weather, the television, 
fellow Americans with the 
cold eye of suspicion.

By week’s end, the quotes 
on the news were starting 
to sound sadly, distressing-
ly alike such sound bites 
as, “There was mass pande-
monium people running,” 
and “We want to wake up 
from this nightmare.”

Those could have been 
uttered in Georgia, in 
Kentucky, in Missouri, in 
Arkansas, in California and 
in two places in Ohio. As it 
happened, they were said, 

respectively, by a police 
sergeant after a 23-year-
old woman named Latina 
Williams opened fire on 
a Louisiana college cam-
pus and killed two fellow 
students, and by a church 
secretary after her pastor 
was killed in a car accident 
while counseling Tennessee 
tornado victims.

Then there was flood-
weary furniture store 
owner Jim Heringhaus of 
Ottawa, Ohio, summing 
things up for the coun-
try albeit inadvertently as 
he talked to his governor 
Friday. “I don’t know,” he 
said, “how many more of 
these I can take.”

We tend to think that 
the more technologically 
advanced and sophisticated 
we get, the more we control 
our environment. That’s 
sweet but silly, and it only 
takes one Cookie Thornton 
to disabuse an entire com-
munity of that notion. And, 
as the past week shows, it 
only takes a few of them 
to send the message to a 
nation.

At the same time, though, 
Americans are an optimis-
tic people or, at least, we’ve 
convinced ourselves that 
we are.

We get beaten about the 
face and head and instinc-
tively insist we’ll pick up 
pieces, lick wounds and go 
on. We hunger for hope-
ful headlines like the one 
Friday afternoon on CNN’s 
crawl: “Miracle in the mud 
baby survives tornado.” 
Whether truth or posturing, 
it’s part of the American 
narrative to believe that, 
even as we live through the 
curse of interesting times, 
tomorrow’s another day. 
Don’t stop thinking about 
it, we sing it’s always a day 
away.

Beware, however. These 
days in America, tomor-
row is something else, too, 
something more forbid-
ding: It’s yet another news 
cycle waiting to happen.
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UTM Faculty member reflects on role in protesting a battle that has yet to end
David Hampton

A & E Editor

Five years ago, a remark-
able event took place on the 
world stage, and a small 
part of it was alive here at 
UT Martin.

The political climate was 
turbulent, and the U.S. was 
still trying to come to grips 
with Sept. 11, 2001. With 
the prospect of war loom-
ing, what unfolded across 
the globe became the larg-
est global peace demonstra-
tion in world history.

According to BBC reports 
of the day, 6-10 million 
people in over 60 countries 
around the globe demon-
strated in opposition to U.S. 
military action against Iraq. 
The rallies took place over 
the weekend of February 
14-16, 2003.

On UTM’s campus, a por-
tion of students and faculty 
also actively opposed the 

war. The students formed 
an anti-war organization 
called Students and Faculty 
Against WAR (‘W’ Acting 
Rashly).

In their efforts to make 
the group an official orga-
nization, the student mem-
bers approached Dr. David 
Coffey, associate professor 
of history. Coffey was an 
untenured junior faculty 
member at the time.

“Some of the students 
knew I was passionate 
about the issue,” Coffey 
said. “I was pretty outspo-
ken about my opposition to 
the war.”

Coffey was initially 
told the group was illegal 
because they didn’t meet 
the criteria of an official 
student organization. The 
group organized, filed the 
necessary paperwork and 
was soon legitimately rec-
ognized.

There was still a degree of 

backlash against the group 
for taking their stance.

“Although we were posi-
tive and professional and 
we jumped through the 
formal orga-
n i z at io n a l 
hoops, we 
met consid-
erable, even 
o f f i c i a l , 
r e s i s t a n c e 
on campus,” 
Coffey said. 
“I person-
ally received 
some nasty 
emails from 
UTM staff.”

He and the 
other activ-
ists were told they should 
support the troops. Coffey’s 
opinion was, and remains, 
that keeping troops out of 
war was the true definition 
of supporting them.

“Those of us who worked 
the petition tables took a lot 

of abuse as well,” he said. 
“I was surprised by how 
vitriolic some of it was.”

Not all of the response 
to the group was negative, 

though.
Coffey said 

that several 
faculty mem-
bers support-
ed both the 
group and 
his position 
as its adviser, 
specif ical ly 
naming Drs. 
Tom Rakes, 
Jerald Ogg 
and Neil 
Graves.

The group 
ultimately included about 
25 active student mem-
bers and several faculty 
members. When the group 
circulated petitions, they 
gathered nearly 160 signa-
tures.

Coffey attributed the 

relatively small amount 
of activity on campus to a 
combination of a generally 
conservative environment 
and also to a non-confron-
tational tradition.

“I think there are a lot 
of people who oppose this 
war here at UTM, but they 
just don’t feel comfortable 
speaking out—it’s not the 
prevailing culture here,” 
said Coffey. “We’re not agi-
tators.”

After the invasion of Iraq 
on March 18, the group 
reduced their publicity on 
campus. “Once the war 
began, and lives were at 
risk, we backed down, and 
I regret to say we didn’t get 
back up as a group,” said 
Coffey.

After five years have 
passed since activists 
around the world, includ-
ing here in Martin, spoke 
out against military action 
in Iraq, the reasons that the 

Bush Administration origi-
nally gave for invading the 
country are still questioned 
by many. 

The war in Iraq contin-
ues.

Today, Dr. Coffey is 
chair of the History and 
Philosophy Department 
and interim dean of the 
College of Humanities and 
Fine Arts. Needless to say, 
he received his tenure.

When he thinks back 
on the historic worldwide 
protests, Coffey is confi-
dent that he and his fellow 
group members who gave 
their beliefs a voice were 
right.

“Those of us who 
opposed the war then still 
do,” said Coffey. He added, 
however, that he hasn’t had 
anyone come up to him and 
say “Man, you guys were 
right. Sorry I called you 
bad names.”

“Those of us who 

worked the petition 

tables took a lot of abuse. 

I was surprised by how 

vitrolic some of it was.”

- Dr. David Coffey

Ivey League Awards: A changing world where almost everyone is in need of rehab?
Chris Ivey

Guest Columnist

The world has changed a 
lot in the past two weeks. 
The G-Men won the super 
bowl. Amy Winehouse won 
the Grammy for Album of 
the Year, and oddly enough 
accepted the award in 
rehab, while singing Rehab. 
It was refreshing though 
to see Amy in rehab. 
She has looked rough in 
recent months like Jennifer 
Connelly in Requiem for a 
Dream.  

Brittney is in the hospital, 
again, and nobody really 
knows why. Is she crazy? 
Does she have the flu? 
Did she eat Sodexo? Who 
knows? 

Super Tuesday was sort 
of super, but not as super 
as the bowl. Father Time 
aka John McCain rolled 
through the Republican pri-
maries, but Mike Huckabee 
and “the new Ralph Nader” 
Ron Paul are still hang-
ing on by their conserva-
tive coattails. Hillary and 
Barak are battling it out 
like two parents getting a 
divorce. They act like they 
are friends to the kids (us 
the American people), but 
behind closed doors those 
two people despise each 
other. I can’t wait until an 
argument between them 
is caught on tape, and in 

the middle of the argument 
Hillary and Obama realize 
a camera is present. Then, 
they awkwardly smile at 
the camera and say, “Don’t 
worry, we were just hav-
ing a discussion. It’s not 
your fault. Do you wanna 
go get some ice cream?” For 
all the wishful left wingers 
out there, don’t expect a 
Clinton-Obama or Obama-
Clinton ticket, because that 
is just not going down. 

Anybody in the Bible 
Belt, who didn’t believe 
in global warming, got a 
rude awaking last week as 
devastating storms, caused 
by 70 degree weather col-
liding with a cold front, 
ripped through the south 
like Ulysses S. Grant in the 
Civil War. I kind of felt 
it coming though. If it is 
February, 1 and I’m think-
ing, “Hey, today would be a 
nice day to go swimming,” 
then something is wrong. 
I’m no meteorologist, but I 
did see The Perfect Storm 
and in the movie the storm 
was caused by unseason-
ably warm weather mesh-
ing with cold weather. 

Lost is back on TV. 
Hurrray! I really have never 
watched Lost, but that show 
carries so much excitement. 
The commercials are nar-
rated by that movie voice 
guy, who sounds like 
he smokes two packs of 

Marlboro Reds a day. There 
are polar bears, a creepy 
villain and a plot that will 
never come to a conclusion 
until the series finale. 

It seems the writer’s 
strike is coming to an end, 
which means less reality 
TV. This is a good thing.  
My life is tough enough. I 
can’t vicariously live other 
people’s lives too. I don’t 
have the emotional back-
bone to handle it.

As you can see, the past 
two weeks have been filled 
to the brim with interesting 

news and stories. I didn’t 
even get to all of them. 
These awards consist of 
some interesting stories 
that might have slipped 
by you because of all the 
other things happening. 
Here they are, and P.S.: Go 
see the Martin Basketball 
team play. There are only 
a handful of home games 
left and the team is exciting 
to watch. Lester Hudson 
is one of the best college 
basketball players in the 
country. An athlete of his 
greatness does not come to 

Martin too often. We, as a 
student body, need to show 
some love for a guy who is 
the third highest scorer in 
college basketball.
Wildest Junior High News 

Story

During the cold weather 
months, everybody enjoys a 
little hot chocolate to warm 
themselves up. Apparently, 
some junior high school 
students in West Des 
Moines, Iowa like their hot 
chocolate a little warmer. 
The January edition of Tiger 
Tracks, the school publica-

tion for Stillwell Junior 
High School, contained a 
recipe for spiked hot choc-
olate, made with pepper-
mint schnapps. The prin-
ciple pulled the copies off 
the shelves. Really, middle 
schoolers know how to 
make mixed drinks?  What 
happened to going to the 
skating rink and watching 
Nickelodeon?

Forget Mardi Gras, if you 
really want to part hit up the 
31st Annual National Farm 
Toy Show in Dyersville, 
Iowa.        
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Ryan Williams
Pacer Writer

While many people often 
find it difficult to decide 
what career they want in 
life, but for UTM Professor 
Dr. G.K. Sharma, the deci-
sion to enter academics was 
a joy.

“I always wanted to be 
in academics, and I have 
enjoyed my teaching and 
research assignments over 
the years,” Sharma, who 
is entering his 40th year at 
UTM, said.

“In this profession, I enjoy 
the atmosphere of ideas 
and intellectual growth,” 
Sharma said. “I love to 
share my enthusiasm with 
students in my lectures and 
research endeavors.”

Sharma, of Indian - 
American descent, has a dis-
tinguished list of studies on 
his resume, having received 
both his undergraduate 
and graduate degrees from 
the University of Missouri 
at Columbia. Sharma 
also performed Post-doc-
toral work at Harvard 
University in Cambridge, 
Mass., and holds a D.I. Hom 
(Homoeopathic medicine) 
from the British Institute of 
Homoeopathy in England.

Before teaching at UTM, 
Sharma taught in The 
University of Kentucky 
system and led a summer 

research fellowship at the 
University of Michigan.

After these endeavors, 
Sharma arrived at UTM, 
where he has dedicated his 
time to teaching Biology 
and Chemistry.

“The University of 
Tennessee at Martin has 
been a great place to work,” 

says Sharma. “This is due 
to the support and coopera-
tion of the administration 
and love of the students.”

Sharma’s travels have 
led him to such places as 
the Himalayas, where he 
studied medicinal plants 
to find potential cures for 
diseases.  

“My research in the 
Himalayas is on medicinal 
plants including cannabis,” 
says Sharma. “I hope that 
some day pharmaceuti-
cal companies are able to 
develop medicines by mak-
ing use of the plants that 
I have introduced into the 
scientific community.”

Sharma has published 
more than 100 scientific 
papers in national and 
international journals, and 
said that some of the co-
authors have been students. 
He has also published a 
CD entitled Wildflowers of 
Tennessee.

Sharma research inter-

ests also include environ-
mental pollution and its 
effects on the dynamics of 
plants. The majority of this 
research was conducted in 
the United States, Canada 
and Europe. Sharma pre-
sented the results of his 
finding to numerous scien-
tific conferences in the U.S., 
Canada, Mexico, England, 
Germany, Switzerland, 
Greece, Portugal, Scotland 
and Australia.

Sharma may teach one 
of the most difficult sub-
jects at UTM, but does give 
advice on how to succeed 
in this field of biology.

“To do well, I always 
emphasize the fact that 
persistence and good study 
habits are imperative,” 
Sharma said. “One has 
to aspire for higher goals 
in life and work hard to 
achieve them.”

Sharma wants his stu-
dents to be successful in 
life and is willing to assist 
those who need desire 
help. 

“It is a pleasure to see 
my students as physicians, 
administrators, dentists, 
academicians and doing 
well in their lives,” Sharma 
said. “I try to present the 
best lectures I can so that 
they are well-informed citi-
zens of the world and make 
this world a better place to 
live.”

Biology professor finds happiness in the rigors of academic life 

(Pacer Photo/Paula Kennedy)

VCAA candidates on campus this week
Ashley Totty
Pacer Writer

Three of the finalists for 
UT Martin’s vice chancellor 
of Academic Affairs posi-
tion will be on campus this 
week for interviews, panels 
and tours.

Donna L. Burgraff, dean 
of the College of Business, 
Education and Professional 
Studies at Southwest 
Minnesota State University, 
will be visiting today and 
tomorrow. Burgraff boasts 
a resume containing nine 
different grants and awards 
since 1992. 

Other than her current 
dean position, Burgraff has 
held leadership as assistant 
dean and certification officer 
of the College of Education 
at Kutztown University; 
Southern Mountain Center 
director; adjunct gradu-
ate professor at Marshall 
University, Assistant Dean 
of Williamson Campus; 
talent search director, 
Developmental Lab coordi-
nator and tenured associate 
professor at Southern West 
Virginia Community and 
Technical College. 

Burgraff said that leader-
ship is different from man-
agement. 

“Leadership requires 
vision and motivation. It is 
the ability to inspire others 
and create a better work-
place and world,” Burgraff 
said. “A good administra-
tor is at all times an advo-
cate but is also decisive 
with clear expectations 
outlined.”

W. Harold Ornes, the 
second candidate to visit, 
is scheduled to begin his 
campus visit on Wednesday 
and continue on Thursday. 
Ornes is coming to UTM 
from his current post as 
professor of Biology and 
dean of the College of 
Science at Southern Utah 
University.

Ornes has a diverse back-
ground, teaching at insti-
tutes such as the University 
of South Carolina, where 
he was a professor of biol-
ogy and chairman of the 
Department of Biology 

and Geology; Iowa State 
University as a graduate 
student; the University 
of Florida as a biology 
professor; Truman State 
University as a graduate 
student and as a teacher in 
St. Louis public schools. 

Ornes also held the 
position of research tech-
nician with the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture.

In his letter of consider-
ation, Ornes expressed a 
special consideration that 
his wife, who has a Ph. D. 

in Nursing, would be seek-
ing a position at UTM as 
well. 

The final candidate to 
visit this week, scheduled 
for a Thursday-Friday visit, 
will be Richard A. Beck, 
associate vice president 
for Academic and Student 
Affairs at Angelo State 
University in San Angelo, 
Texas. 

Beck has experience as 
interim dean of Enrollment 
Management, and interim 
head of the department 
of Art and Music, at San 
Angelo University and 
director of the Teaching and 
Learning Center and chair-
person of the Department 
of Music and Drama at 
Del Mar College in Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

Beck boasts a long histo-
ry of musical performance 
experience, as a horn play-
er, dating back to May of 
1991.

“[My colleagues] respect 
my vision of higher educa-
tion and my understanding 
of the interconnectedness 
that weaves our institution-
al fabric,” Beck said.

Each of the candidates 
has the same schedule 
during their two day visit, 
when they will meet staff 
members as well as inter-
view with the advisory 
search committee. Each 
candidate will answer stu-
dents’ questions in their 
respective forums at 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesday in UC 206 
AB, Wednesday in the UC 
Legislative Chamber and 
Thursday in UC 206 BC.

“ L e a d e r s h i p 
requires vision and 
motivation. It is the 
ability to inspire 
others and create 
a better workplace 
and world,”

 - Donna L. Burgaff
VCAA Candidate

Staff Reports

The Student Government 
Association Senate was 
not able to hold a meet-
ing Thursday because too 
many senators were absent 
to carry out business, a sen-
ator said.

Eric Lipford, senator for 
the College of Education 

and Behavioral Sciences 
and Campus Observation 
Committee chairman, cited 
Greek Week events as the 
main cause for the lack of 
quorum.

“Because of the changed 
start time of the Mr. Greek 
pageant, we had a lot of 
people out, so we couldn’t 
run any legislation,” 

Lipford said.
Calls to SGA President 

Erin Chambers for com-
ments on the meeting  were 
not immediately returned 
Monday.

Minutes from the meet-
ing showed that the senate 
met for 15 minutes.

Lack of senators halts SGA meeting
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Woody Baird
Associated Press Writer

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) _ 
A feud between two high 
school students that began 
off campus culminated at 
a gym class Monday when 
one student shot the other 
twice, then handed the gun 
to a coach, saying, “It’s over 
now,” authorities said.

The victim, a 19-year-old 
senior, was in critical con-
dition at a hospital, authori-
ties said. The suspected 
shooter, a 17-year-old 
sophomore, was charged 
with attempted first-degree 
murder, reckless endanger-
ment and carrying a gun 
on school property, police 
spokeswoman Monique 
Martin.

The teenagers got into 
a confrontation off cam-
pus over the weekend 
or last week, police said. 
Investigators were trying to 
determine whether it was 
related to gang activity, 
Martin said.

The shooting erupted in 
a morning gym class being 
held in the cafeteria at the 
1,050-student Mitchell High 
School. About 75 students 
were in the class, but no 
one besides the senior was 
hurt. The gunman gave no 
warning, Principal John 
Ware said.

“He walked up to him, 
shot him, and made a state-
ment to the coach that ‘it’s 
over now,’” Ware said. “He 
did not run.”

The school was locked 
down, and parents were 
notified by an automated 
phone alert system, spokes-
woman Rita Cooper said.

Christopher Bright, 17, 
was in a classroom in a 
different part of the school 
when workers in the front 
office made frantic calls 
over the school’s public-
address system for the prin-
cipal and security officers.

“They were screaming 
— yelling really fast,” he 
said. Students were told to 
stay in their classrooms but 
did not immediately know 
what was going on.

Memphis high schools 
have access to metal detec-
tors, but they are not used 
each day.

“We had a metal detec-
tor (screening) last week,” 

Ware said. “We did not find 
any indication that we had 
any problems with weap-
ons on campus.”

Memphis schools peri-
odically use metal detec-
tors to check students for 
weapons, and each high 
school and middle school 
must conduct at least nine 
screenings a year. The 
school board is debating a 
proposal to require daily or 
weekly checks, which offi-
cials say would cost at least 
$4.5 million a year.

It was the second shoot-
ing in a week at a Memphis 
high school. On Feb. 4, a 16-
year-old student was shot 
in the leg at Hamilton High 
School during an argument 
with another student over 
music.

Student shot at Memphis high school

Traffic backs up on Mitchell Rd. outside of Mitchell 

High School Monday Feb. 11, 2008 in Memphis, Tenn. 

(AP photo/The Commercial Appeal, Mike Brown)
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UTM picks Clinton, Huckabee 

in Super Tuesday primary race
Will York

Senior Reporter

Hillary Clinton trumped 
Barack Obama’s broad 
appeal to young people 
and won the precinct 
where most UT Martin 
students living on campus 
voted during last Tuesday’s 
Tennessee Democratic 
presidential primary. 
Mike Huckabee’s popu-
larity among conservative 
Christians helped him win 
among Republicans.

Clinton took 53 percent 
of the vote at the Trinity 
Presbyterian Church pre-
cinct, compared with 39 
percent for Obama.

Women voters helped 
propel Clinton to an easy 
victory in the state, where 
the New York senator won 
54 percent of the vote, while 
Illinois Sen. Barack Obama 
picked up 41 percent.

John Edwards, who 
dropped out of the 
Democratic race before 
Tuesday’s primary, took 8 
percent, but almost half of 
voters cast ballots before 
Election Day—possibly 
before the former North 
Carolina senator gave up 
his bid for the presidency.

Former Arkansas Gov. 
Mike Huckabee defeat-
ed national front-runner 
John McCain and former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney at the precinct 
that includes UTM’s cam-
pus, winning 40 percent of 
votes cast in the Republican 
primary.

McCain garnered 33 per-
cent support, and Romney 
had 19 percent.

Huckabee, who was once 
a Baptist preacher, went on 
to win in Tennessee, helped 
by strong support from 
evangelical Christians and 
conservatives, exit polls 
showed.

He defeated Arizona Sen. 

John McCain 34 percent to 
32 percent in the state.

Meanwhile, an online 
survey of UTM students 
conducted last Tuesday 
showed Barack Obama the 
winner with 25 percent 
total support.

The poll, conducted for 
the Student Government 
Association, did not require 
student participants to be 
registered to vote and was 
open to both parties.

Clinton came in second 
with 22 percent support, 
and McCain was third with 
18 percent. Huckabee had 
16 percent support.

Nearly 53 percent of the 
students who participat-
ed in the poll voted for 
Democratic candidates.

Conservatives made up 
73 percent of Republican 
voters in Tennessee, and 
they broke heavily for 
Huckabee, who won 69 of 
Tennessee’s 95 counties. 
Two-thirds of GOP prima-
ry voters were white evan-
gelical Christians, accord-
ing to exit polls conducted 
for television networks and 
The Associated Press.

State Election Coordinator 
Brook Thompson said a 
record 1.2 million voters 
cast ballots in the Tennessee 
primary, and Democrats 
had about 70,000 more vot-
ers than Republicans.

“That is going to be good 
news for us,” Tennessee 
Democratic Party spokes-
man Wade Munday said 
about the November elec-
tion. “It is the greatest tes-
timony to George Bush as a 
recruiter for Democrats all 
across the state.”

But Republican spokes-
man Bill Hobbs discounted 
that, noting that the state 
voted twice for President 
Bush and once for his 
father.

Tennessee voted for Bill 
Clinton—with Tennessee 

native Al Gore as a run-
ning mate—twice.

The previous record was 
about 830,000, set when Al 
Gore sought the presidency 
in 1988.

More Democrats voted in 
the county and at the Trinity 
box than Republicans.

Statewide, young people 
showed solid support for 
Obama.

“The Clinton-Obama race 
in Tennessee truly does 
reflect the South and the 
conservative Democrat-
independent general elec-
torate in this nation,” said 
Mike Fitzgerald, a political 
scientist at the University 
of Tennessee. “That is—race 
continues to matter, but it 
matters less. And the rise 
of the gender gap is upon 
us.”

Of the votes cast at the 
Trinity box, 219 were for 
Democrats and 166 were for 
Republicans.

Turnout was about 32 
percent at the precinct, 
about as good as turnout in 
Weakley County.

The Associated Press proj-
ects Clinton will take about 
42 delegates to Obama’s 32, 
and Republican Huckabee 
took 23 delegates from the 
state, while McCain got 16 
and Romney took eight.

Tennessee was one of 
more than 20 states to 
vote Tuesday, which was 
a split decision between 
Obama and Clinton for the 
Democrats and a mostly 
solid showing by McCain.

Huckabee, who vowed 
to continue campaigning, 
enjoyed regional success 
in Georgia, Alabama, West 
Virginia and his home state 
of Arkansas.

Obama swept all four 
contests held after Super 
Tuesday, and Huckabee 
won in two of the three 
Republican contests 
Saturday.
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Pacer Meetings

Want to write for the student 
newspaper? Pacer meetings are 
every Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. in 
Gooch 309. Come sign up for a 
story so that you can see your 
byline in next week’s issue of 
the student newspaper.

Black History Month/ Civil 

Rights Conference

Black History Month program 
sponsored by BSA/NAACP to 
be held on February 13 at 4:00 
p.m. in room 206 B&C, Boling 
University Center.  The speaker 
will be Beverly Watts, Tennes-
see Human Rights Commission 
executive director, who will 
focus on voting and campus 
advocacy. Civil Rights Week is 
Feb. 25-March 1st. 

Undeclared Club Meeting

February 14th, 2008 11:00 A.M.  
University Center Room 231
For more information about the 
Undeclared Program contact 
the President: Holly McMillian 
by phone at 731-881-1833 or by e-
mail at holmmcmi@utm.edu.

SAACS Chemistry Merit 

Badge

The Student Affiliates of the 
American Chemical Society 
chapter at the University of Ten-
nessee at Martin will sponsor a 
clinic, 8:30 a.m., Feb. 23, to help 
area Boy Scouts earn the chem-
istry merit badge. 

Civil Rights Conference Field 

Trip

This year’s Civil Rights Confer-
ence field trip is to the National 
Civil Rights Museum in Mem-
phis. A bus seating 47 people 
will be headed to Memphis Sat., 
March 1, at 8 a.m. Admission to 
the museum is $8.

The information contained in this report is taken directly from public 
records distributed by the UTM Department of Public Safety. DPS can be 

contacted by calling (731) 881-7777.

Police Report
01/25/2008 at 2:53 pm

Administration – Report taken for a 
suspicious person. 

01/25/2008 at 10:21 pm

Elam Center – Medical assist. Subject 
was transported to Volunteer Commu-
nity Hospital by EMS.

01/26/2008 at 4:48 pm 

Lot 10 – Report taken for theft from a 

vehicle. Investigation continues.

01/26/2008 at 11:35 pm 

Moody St. – Arrest made for 3rd of-
fense DUI.

01/27/2008 at 12:34 pm 

University Center – Report taken for 
simple assault.

01/27/2008 at 4:35 pm 

Ellington Hall – Report taken for a 
suspicious person.

01/28/2008 at 9:03 am 

Crisp Hall – Report taken for lost prop-
erty.

01/28/2008 at 6:25 pm 

Crisp Hall – Report taken for lost prop-
erty. Property was found and returned 
to owner.

01/28/2008 at 6:37 pm 

Elam Center – Medical assist. Subject 
was transported to Volunteer Commu-
nity Hospital by POV. 

01/28/2008 at 2:02 pm 

Administration – Report taken for a 
verbal disagreement.

01/29/2008 at 10:48 am 

Brehm Hall – Medical assist. Subject 
was transported to Student Health.

01/29/2008 at 5:50 pm 

Lot 19 – Report taken for weather-re-
lated damage to a vehicle.

01/29/2008 at 1:43 pm 

Humanities – Medical assist. Subject 
was transported to Student Health.

01/30/2008 at 11:44 am 

University Center – Report taken for 
theft of property.

01/30/2008 at 3:48 pm 

Crisp Hall – Report taken for a minor 
two vehicle accident that occurred in 
Lot 8.

01/30/2008 at 3:39 pm 

Lot 11 – Report taken for a minor two 
vehicle accident.

01/30/2008 at 10:09 pm 

Hurt St. – Two traffic citations issued 

to Jennifer Bondsteel for stop sign 
violation (Martin Municipal Court) and 
failure to satisfy financial responsibility 

(General Sessions).

01/31/2008 at 4:21 pm 

Elam Center – Medical assist. Subject 
was transported to Volunteer Commu-
nity Hospital by EMS.

02/01/2008 at 10:01 am 

University Courts – A welfare check 
was conducted.

02/01/2008 at 9:28 pm

Mt. Pelia Rd. – Citation issued to Bro-
lin Poole for violation of the registra-
tion law (Martin Municipal Court).

02/01/2008 at 9:47 pm

Lot 10 – Report taken for property 
damage to a vehicle.

02/03/2008 at 12:03 am

Lot 19 – Report taken in reference un-
derage drinking. Thomas Hansen and 
Joel Stanley referred to Student Affairs.

02/03/2008 at 11:08 pm

University St. – Assistance provided to 
Martin PD and EMS on a motor vehicle 
accident.

02/04/2008 at 7:12 pm

University Village – Report taken in 
reference to subjects smoking in the 
apartment. Referred to Student Affairs.

02/06/2008 at 11:15 am – Cooper Hall 
– Report taken for a medical assist. 
Subject was transported to Volunteer 
Community Hospital by EMS.

02/06/2008 at 1:49 pm

Gooch Hall – Report taken for stolen 
property. Investigation continues.

02/05/2008 at 6:11 pm

Ellington Hall – Report taken for a 
medical assist. Subject was transported 
to Volunteer Community Hospital.

02/07/2008 at 8:37 am

Reelfoot Lake Research Facility – Re-
port taken for stolen property. Investi-
gation continues.

02/07/2008 at 9:45 pm

Browning Hall – Report taken for 
unlawful drug paraphernalia. Referred 
to Student Affairs.

02/07/2008 at 3:04 pm

Lot 13 – Report taken for leaving the 
scene of an accident.

02/08/2008 at 11:31 pm

Lot 7 – Two citation issued to Jacob 
Smith for driving on a suspended li-
cense and underage drinking (General 
Sessions).

02/09/2008 at 1:50 am

Volunteer Community Hospital 

– Medical assist. Student transported to 
Volunteer Community Hospital.

02/09/2008 at 3:37 am

Lee St. – Matthew Harris arrested for 

DUI 1st .

02/09/2008 at 12:23 am

Lot 7 – Citation issued to Nathan Brad-
shaw for violation of drinking age law 
(General Sessions).

02/09/2008 at 12:48 am

Lot 7 – Report taken for violation of 
drinking age law. Mallory Haislip 
referred to Student Affairs.

02/09/2008 at 3:19 am

University St. – Citation issues to Al-
biro King for failure to provide proof of 
insurance (General Sessions Court).

02/09/2008 at 4:09 pm

Lot 5 – Report taken for leaving the 
scene of an accident.

02/09/2008 at 9:00 pm

Martin Place Apartments – Assistance 
given to Martin Police Department in 
an apartment search.

02/10/2008 at 12:11 am

Gardner-Hyndsver Rd. – Brian Buttrey 

arrested for DUI 1st .

Recycling: Continued from Cover
city’s recycling center, with 
which he also worked, was 
shut down because it wasn’t 
making money. Instead, the 
city reports the universi-
ty’s recycling efforts to the 
state each year, including 
campus yard waste that is 
turned into compost, as the 
“city’s” effort, Kosta said.

“It’s not necessarily about 
making money. It is about 
the right thing to do,” Kosta 
said.

In its first year, the uni-
versity’s recycling program 
saved about $50,000, a sav-
ings that can be seen in 
lower dumping fees for 
UTM, Kosta said. And, in 
2008, the campus expects 
to recycle about 200 tons of 
paper, cardboard and scrap 
metal, he said.

Environmental issues 
have always run deep with 
him, Kosta said.

“I look at our environ-
ment and we have such a 
beautiful place to live and 
I want to see my grand-

children and their children 
have it.  And if we don’t take 
care of the environment as 
the population increases, 
they won’t be able to have 
the things we are blessed 
with.  We have so much 
and, unless we take care of 
it, it’s not going to be there 
for the future generations 
to come,” Kosta said.

“Every one of us can do 
our part by starting at home 
and recycling and making 
sure we use everything to 
the best of our ability and 
not wasting things,” he 
added. “Americans waste 
so much compared to other 
industrialized countries.  
We don’t realize we are 
doing it – it’s just a daily 
habit – but we need to curb 
ourselves and realize that 
it’s not always going to be 
there.”

For those who want to 
be more environmen-
tally responsible, UTM’s 
recycling center can take 
paper, cardboard, newspa-

per, magazines, cans, plas-
tic bottles, ink cartridges, 
rechargeable batteries and 
scrap metal.  However, 
glass cannot yet be recycled 
locally.

Every residence hall base-
ment at UTM has a recy-
cling bin for student use.  
Also, the Physical Plant 
staff will pick up recycla-
bles from dorm rooms or 
campus offices. Call 881-
7640 for that service.

On Saturday, Feb. 9, the 
university’s stadium park-
ing lot was a hive of recy-
cling activity. Other than 
the usual paper and plas-
tics that are recycled, cans 
were collected by and for 
local Boy Scout troops; the 
Lions Club collected used 
eyeglasses; and We Care 
Ministries of Martin collect-
ed clothing, coats and toys. 
People also were encour-
aged to bring such scrap 
metal items as old lawn-
mowers, washing machines 
and dryers.

Tornado: Continued from Cover
who have thought about 
what to do when there is 
a tornado,” said Michael 
Chertoff, U.S. homeland 
security director, during 
a helicopter fly-over of 
the area with Gov. Phil 
Bredesen.

Moss is directing 
volunteers and donations 
to all of the places where 
Union University needs 
them.

“All of the support we’re 
receiving right now is 
amazing. We’ve received 
donations from people in 
New York, and just flew in 
a couple from New Orleans 
who wanted to help. We’ve 
been overwhelmed,” Moss 
said. 

The storm hit the private 
Baptist college with about 
1,200 students hardest, 
leaving city law enforcement 
and fire workers to rescue 
students trapped in 
damaged dormitories. 

One Jackson City police 
officer, Kevin Livingston, 
was preparing to be called 
in for duty when the storm 

hit.
“I could hear the sirens 

so I was already getting 
ready, but the hail kept 
me from being able to 
hear any of the damage at 
Union,” Livingston said. 
“I immediately found out 
through my radio. Every 
person that is able to help 
right now is out there doing 
it. We have people on patrol, 
and then we have everyone 
else on the force helping 
out with cleaning up the 
city.” 

All told, 33 Tennesseans 
died in a deadly series of 
tornadoes that killed a total 
of 59, including some in 
Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Kentucky.

In addition to the 
Jackson City Police, the 
State Highway Patrol, 
Madison County Sheriff’s 
Department and FEMA are 
all in Jackson, helping to 
repair the estimated $85 
million dollars in damages.

At last count, 129 Madison 
County homes were 
destroyed, and another 36 

were severely damaged. 
Statewide, 525 homes were 
destroyed, including one in 
Weakley County.

And yet, more help is still 
needed. Considering the 
storm season has barely even 
begun, the city of Jackson 
is prepared but weakened 
by last week’s events. Over 
700 homes in the city have 
been damaged, with over 
100 destroyed, dwarfing 
the storm that ravaged West 
Tennessee five years ago. 
And while the city itself is 
weakened, its citizens are 
stronger than ever. 

“There’s a lot of 
organization right now,” 
said Belinda Moss. “With 
God’s grace and help, we’ll 
be able to get through this 
quickly.”

If you’re interested in 
volunteering or donating to 
help Union University, you 
can find out what students 
and faculty specifically 
need through Union’s Web 
site at www.uu.edu or call 
731-661-5160.

Ogg: Continued from Cover
struggling first-year stu-
dents get by, but that sup-
port net doesn’t exist for 
most returning students.

Ogg cited the Governor’s 
School for Humanities—of 
which he’s been the direc-
tor since 2000—as being 
what “fires me up.”

Governor’s School is a 
five-week summer pro-
gram for exceptional 
high school students. The 
humanities program is 
hosted by UTM.

“That’s what my pas-
sion is and the reason it’s 
my passion is students,” 
Ogg told students dur-
ing a forum Monday. “No 
matter what’s happening 
in administration, I get a 
chance each summer to 
recharge my batteries with 
students.”

Ogg said Governor’s 
School helps recruit strong 
students and gives him an 
“early warning detection 
system;” whatever the uni-
versity needs to do in 2010 
would be apparent by the 

summer of 2008.
Ogg said he under-

stands how some could be 
concerned that he hasn’t 
taught at many places since 
graduating from UTM. 

He called hiring UTM 
alumni a two-edged sword 
because students can 
identify with faculty who 
were once sat in the same 
classrooms, but students 
still deserve an education 
broader than one institu-
tion.

“The key is certainly 
what they’ve done since 
they left UT Martin,” Ogg 
said. “The question is, 
‘What separates you from 
other people at UT Martin? 
What balances out what 
these kids already know?’”

Ogg praised the 
Tennessee lottery scholar-
ships instituted in 2004 for 
bringing a new generation 
of students to college while 
criticizing the rule that the 
aid runs out after 120 cred-
it hours.

“I hate the fact that the 

120-hour rule is eliminat-
ing the opportunity to take 
electives, to take the broad-
based classes that students 
need as part of their liberal 
arts education,” Ogg said.

“I want what’s best for 
UT Martin to come out of 
the process this week,” 
Ogg said, mentioning his 
unique role as an internal 
candidate in the search. “If 
there’s a better person, I’m 
not going to be offended.”

But Ogg said he’s the per-
fect fit for UTM because 
he understands the culture 
and has a strong back-
ground in leadership. He 
said his management style 
is to “communicate down 
and advocate up” the chain 
of command.

“My primary responsibil-
ity as a leader is three-fold,” 
Ogg wrote in his applica-
tion. “Set the appropriate 
tone, hire the right people 
and empower them with 
the resources and flexibil-
ity they need to succeed in 
their individual arenas.”

Don’t just read the news....

....Talk about it!

www.utmpacer.com
Log on now, and post a comment about this week’s issues.



 David Hampton,  A&E Editor • E-mail: pacer_features@utm.eduutmpacer.com

February 12, 2008 Page 7



February 12, 2008 Arts and Entertainment Page 8

Recruitment
“Rush”

February 19 - February 22

IFC Informative meetings:
(must attend one)

Wednesday, February 13
Monday, February 18

Register online at
 www.utm.edu/departments/greeklife/recruitment.php

Recruitment Information Dinner
Tuesday, February 12 in the Student Life Center at 6:00pm

for more information call 881-7527

All meetings are in the Student Life Center at 7:00pm

The University of Tennessee at Martin

Interfraternity Council
The University of Tennessee at Martin

Interfraternity CouncilNO SALES TAX COUPON
AUTO REPAIR SERVICE 

UTM STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF 

*********************************************************

WEAKLEY COUNTY MOTORS 

841 N. LINDELL ST -- MARTIN -- 587-3141 

email:  wcmotors@charterbn.com 

www.goauto2.com

**Coupon valid for current UTM Students, Faculty & Staff on auto repair 

services. Must present coupon and UTM ID to Service Advisor at time of 

service write-up.  Not valid on prior services.

Limited time offer. Offer available on most models.

Greeks step up to the plate at ‘Stepshow’
LoEva Jackson

Pacer Writer

‘Batter up’ was the theme 
of the Chi Omega’s show as 
they stepped on the scene 
with their baseball gear on. 
The ladies danced to several 
songs, one including “Wipe 
Me Down,” that made the 
crowd go wild. 

The blind folded ladies of 
Zeta Tau Alpha wanted to 
let everyone know that they 
were in a league of their 
own. The ladies danced to 
“Apple Bottom Jeans” and 
got low, low, low and lower 
with their baseball bats and 
proud moves. 

However, the night did 
not get started until the 
“Jazzy” ladies of Alpha 
Omicron Pi strutted on 
stage and took over the 
audience’s attention with 
their bad girl, jazzy suits 
and styles. 

Alpha Delta Pi & Compa-
ny displayed a department 

store theme and a classy 
girl look. The productive 
ladies showed off their tal-
ents as they modeled and 
stepped at the same time. 
The night was not full of 
just ladies dancing; it con-
sisted of a few high spirited 
men as well. 

As the men of Kappa Al-
pha took their places on 
stage, they seemed to be 
a little bored and not too 
thrilled, and then they 
stepped up their show with 
an “Ice Cold” act. 

The brothers of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon took their 
places on stage wearing 
their greek letter shirts and 
jeans. 

“Let’s Go” was the sound 
heard throughout the au-
ditorium as the insane 
brothers of Pi Kappa Alpha 
stepped with their black 
and white canes keeping up 
with the beat to the music. 

Brothers of Alpha Tau 
Omega showed the audi-
ence how to do the “Soulja 

Boy” and then, they “Put us 
to bed.” 

Is there a doctor in the 
house? The brothers of 
Sigma Chi turned the stage 
into a hospital as their pow-
erful steps healed the sick, 
on stage at least. 

Whoever said that those 
men of Alpha Gamma Rho 
couldn’t showdown? The 
brothers of AΓP were not 
able to compete because of 
not having enough mem-
bers, but they did give us a 
show. 

So, who showed the 
crowd that they were full 
of stepping? The award 
goes to the proud ladies of 
Alpha Omicron Pi taking 
home first place and best 
all around. Coming in at 
second place were the sis-
ters of Alpha Delta Pi. The 
men of Pi Kappa Alpha 
took home first place and 
best all around. The men of 
Alpha Tau Omega came in 
at second.  

Line dance pits team against team
Jenni Lynn Crossnoe

Pacer Writer

This year’s Line Dance competition was 
held on Wednesday of Greek Week.  Erin 
Chambers and Kara Waddell were the em-
cees for this event.  Six sororities and nine 
fraternities competed in this year’s affair.  
In the sorority division, second place was 
awarded to Alpha Delta Pi, and first place 
went to the sisters of Delta Sigma Theta. In 

the fraternity division, second place was 
awarded to Kappa Alpha, and first place 
went to Pi Kappa Alpha.  Best of show was 
given in each category.  Alpha Delta Pi and 
Pi Kappa Alpha won these honors.

The objective of the Line Dance competi-
tion is to complete an entire square with all 
of your team members crossing the final 
line while simultaneously performing a 
dance routine to the team’s song of choice.  
The teams usually wear coordinating out-
fits that match with their theme.

JENNI LYNN CROSSNOE / The Pacer

Students participating in the line dance are (from front to back) Melissa Kimble, 

Jennifer Burton, Eugina Wilson, Loretta McDonald, Terhan Boddie and Keauri 

Loftin.

STACIE SIMMONS / The Pacer

LoEva Jackson
Pacer Writer

UT Martin will welcome J.B. Smith and 
Robert Spring on Monday, Feb. 18, 2008 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Recital Hall of the Fine Arts 
Building to perform at the professional 
percussion recital. 

They are members of a professional en-
semble, and are both faculty members at 
Arizona State University and have formed 

an internationally recognized chamber 
group, which is known as the Desert’s 
Edge Percussion/Clarinet Duo. 

This group was founded in 1988 to com-
mission new works for the medium and 
has prepared several clarinet and percus-
sion chamber works through the direction 
and consultation of the composer. 

The ensemble was formed as a direct 
result of the desire to give high quality 
performances of new music of the highest 
caliber. 

Guest musicians to perform at recital

The Pacer

Read 
The Pacer.

Be Informed.

Be Happy.
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Yahoo versus Microsoft II
From the Geek Corner

Heather Peterson

Staff Writer

Web site of the week, 
www.complete-review.com 
, is a simple site that offers 
reviews for books.  They 
cover all genres and the site 
is pretty straightforward.  

Unlike other book 
reviews that only like cer-
tain authors claiming this 
persons work is the great-
est ever, this site offers 
you alternative reviews.   
Obviously not all books 
are listed here, but you can 
find some obscure, unusual 
and underappreciated titles 
from around the world that 
otherwise may have gone 
unread.

The reviews are based 
on what people who have 
read the books think and 
not what others have told 
them to like.  They have 
reviews with honest com-
ments like “I didn’t like 
the book simply because I 
couldn’t understand what 
was being said.”  Instead 
other sites that would just 
brush over it saying, “it’s a 
deep and profound book.” 

The site just doesn’t 
give their own members 

reviews, but links to other 
sites that have reviewed the 
book had to say.  With links 
that tell you more about the 
authors and other things 
they have written.

Another thing about the 
site that is good is it free of 
annoying ads.  It has links 
to every version of amazon.
com so if a book interests 
you finding it online will 
be easier.

The sites review of one of 
my guilty pleasure books 
Virgin Suicides was very 
detailed, explaining what 
made the book so unique 
and enjoyable for me to 
read.  How the author uses 
a first person plural “we” 
expressing a group instead 
of just an individual.  Also 
one reviewer mentions how 
the book jumped around 
a bit in the beginning, 
instead of being all praise 
of the book they make sure 
that any faults get men-
tioned too.

On the net:
complete-review.com

Complete-Review.com

Jon-Michael 

St. Amant

Technology 
columnist 

Last week I wrote about 
how Microsoft had sent 
Yahoo a hostile offer to 
buy out the company. In 
addition to that brief bit 
of news I ran, in conjunc-
tion, Google’s response to 
Microsoft’s offer. Although 
any statements Google 
offers are biased and self 
serving there were sev-
eral groups that agreed 
with their remarks, one 
group included Yahoo who 
announced late last week 
that they would not accept 
Microsoft’s offer.

The decision by Yahoo 
was not an easy one to make. 
Of course, when money is 
involved, the company’s 
shareholders 
had an imme-
diate stake in 
the decision. 
Those folks 
stood to make 
a large sum of 
money if the 
Microsoft deal 
when though. 

H o w e v e r , 
there were sev-
eral concerns 
on Yahoo’s 
side. For one, many of the 
employees at Yahoo might 
have been in danger of los-
ing their jobs. In addition 
to that many of Yahoo’s 
valuable services, includ-
ing popular sites like Flickr 
and Yahoo News, stood to 
be drastically overhauled 
by Microsoft in order to 
fit in sync with Microsoft’s 
systems.

Fortunately for everyone 
except Microsoft, Yahoo 
made the tough decision 
to decline the offer. So the 
question becomes, what 
does this mean now for 
Yahoo?

Yahoo is, arguably, a 
strong company. Their site 
still takes a good percent-
age of overall web searches 
even though Google edges 

in on the market more and 
more each day. Their photo 
service which I mentioned 
above, Flickr, continues to 
be the number one photo 
publishing service on the 
net. Yahoo News is also the 
go-to spot for new searches 
and articles. However, their 
stock continues to struggle.

At this point it might 
be too late for Yahoo. 
Microsoft’s offer, though 

d e c l i n e d , 
stands as a 
benchmark for 
the progress 
of a company 
with little 
m o m e n t u m 
left. Perhaps 
M i c r o s o f t ’s 
offer came too 
soon and the 
folks at Yahoo 
were just 
unwilling to 
raise the white 

flag just yet, but as I see it, 
this may be what it comes 
down to.

The months ahead are 
going to be a trying one 
for Yahoo. They have to 
prove their worth to both 
the market place and inter-
net users. If they continue 
to place second to bigger 
sites like Google then their 
time may come to an end. 
As with all things, I sup-
port what is best for the 
consumer. If that means 
Yahoo takes a hit, so be it. 
However, if this latest fias-
co has spurred them into a 
frenzy of development and 
accomplishment and the 
consumer wins out, then 
my best wishes go out to 
Yahoo.

“The months 

ahead are going 

to be a trying one 

for Yahoo. They 

have to prove 

their worth to 

both the market 

place and internet 

users.”

theTechnophile
  • E-mail: pacer_tech@utm.eduwww.utmpacer.com

Connec
ting UTM 

to the

connec
ted world.

Charlie McIntosh, Tech Editor

Apple increases the capacity of the iPod and iPhone
Charlie McIntosh

Technology Editor

Apple updated its iPhone 
and iPod Touch lineup  
last Tuesday, doubling the 
memory and setting a new 
premium price for its high-
end models.

The latest iPhone features 
16 gigabytes of memory 
and retails for $499.

The previously released 
8 GB version of the hybrid 
cell phone, multimedia 
player and wireless Internet 
device costs $399.

The new iPod Touch 
comes with 32 GB of mem-
ory and retails for $499.

The older 16 GB and 8 GB 
versions of the combination 
multimedia player wireless 
Internet gadget cost $399 
and $299, respectively.

The new devices are 
available through Apple’s 
online and retail stores. 
The updated iPhone is also 
available through AT&T’s 
online and retail stores.

Apple said that all iPhone 
and iPod Touch models 
come with updated soft-
ware that the company 
announced in January. It 
includes a new maps appli-
cation and the ability to 
watch movies from the 
iTunes movie rental ser-
vice.

Other than additions 
to memory, capacity, and 
the look of the iPod and 
iPhone, not much else has 
changed. 

        submit to                      
pacer_tech@utm.edu

Users can hold more music and media
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Winners Circle Automotive

849 E. Main St.
Martin, Tenn.
587-0669

Monday - Friday:
 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday:
 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

“Quality work with reasonable prices”

Free ServicesFront Brake Service
Disc. Brake Pads & Labor

$77

Fuel System Cleaning
$57

Oil Change
Full Service with Kendell 
Semi Synthetic Oil

$22

Cooling System Flush
Includes Antifreeze & 
Labor

$64

Brake Inspection

Computer Scans

Battery Check

Antifreeze Checks

Fluid Checks

Air Pressue Checks

95

95

95

96

icki’salentine’s D ayesigner T ouchhursday,Feb 14  p.s. Don’t forget...
 call or come by now 
 for best selections!
 587-3001

401 Lindell St., Martin, TN

 Charm ing & Un iqu e 
 Fu l l S erv i c e F lor i s t
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 Floral

 Designs  Custom
Made Gift

 Baskets

Luxurious
 Roses

www.vickisdesignertouch.com

Struck down by AIDS, tennis star’s legacy remains positive
John Summers

Sports Editor

In the 15 years since tennis 
star Arthur Ashe’s death of 
complications from AIDS at 
age 49, the deadly, debilitat-
ing disease that led to his 
death has also claimed the 
lives of millions of other 
people worldwide.

Ashe had many accom-
plishments during his 
professional tennis career. 
While attending UCLA in 
1963, he became the first 
black athlete to be selected 
to the U.S. Davis Cup team, 
which competes against 
other nation’s top tennis 
stars.

Ashe won the first of his 
three career Grand Slam 
titles at the U.S. Open in 
1968. His other Grand Slam 
wins came at the Australian 
Open in 1970 and at 
Wimbledon in 1975. He is 
still the only black player to 
ever win the men’s singles 
at any one of these three 
events.

However, Ashe’s profes-
sional career was cut short 
in 1979 when he suffered 
a heart attack. After a suc-
cessful surgery, he decided 
to retire from tennis. After 
Ashe underwent another 
heart operation in 1983, 
the medical world began to 
give more attention to the 
hereditary aspect of heart 
disease.

Ashe contributed much 
more than an excellent ten-
nis resume during his life. 
He served in the Army for 
three years, wrote for Time 
magazine after his retire-
ment and was an active 
civil rights supporter.

In 1988, Ashe leaned 
that he had contracted the 
human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) during one of 
the blood transfusions he 
had received during his 
two surgeries. He eventual-
ly made a public announce-
ment in 1992 confirming 
that his had developed into 
acquired immunodeficien-
cy syndrome (AIDS).

Ashe did as much as he 
could to call attention to 
the AIDS epidemic. Shortly 

before his death, he founded 
the Arthur Ashe Institute 
for Urban Health.

Ashe died of complica-
tions from AIDS on Feb. 6, 
1993.

This news alarmed many 
Americans. While other 
famous people had died 
from the disease, such as 
actor Rock Hudson and 
rock star Freddie Mercury, 
AIDS had not really affect-
ed a physically-fit athlete 
like Ashe, although basket-
ball star Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson had announced 
that he was HIV positive a 
few months before Ashe’s 
announcement.

At this time, the HIV/
AIDS pandemic was still 
fairly new, and the general 
public had many miscon-
ceptions about the disease. 
Many people believed that 
only homosexual men and 
drug users who came into 
contact with a contami-
nated needle could become 
HIV positive. When Ashe 
died, people began to real-
ize that the disease could 
affect anyone.

Many misconceptions still 
exist about the disease. In a 
random, unscientific survey 
of UT Martin students con-
ducted by Pacer staff last 
week, 72 percent respond-
ed that they believed the 
disease has killed far fewer 
than the 25 million lives 
it has claimed since 1981, 

as estimated by the World 
Health Organization.

According to the U.S. 
National Institutes of 
Health, AIDS is a collec-
tion of symptoms and 
infections resulting from 
the specific damage to the 
immune system caused by 
HIV in humans. The late 
stage of the disease leaves 
individuals susceptible to 
opportunistic infections 
and tumors. Results from a 
2002 study comparing AIDS 
in less fortunate countries 
to AIDS in industrialized 
countries (conducted by 
various doctors) show that 
the median time of progres-
sion from HIV infection to 
AIDS is nine to 10 years, 
and the median survival 
time after developing AIDS 
is only nine months.

When the disease first 
surfaced in 1981, little was 
known about how to treat 
it. While a cure has yet 
to be found, research has 
come a long way in the past 
27 years.

According to a “Frontline” 
feature on www.pbs.org, 
the first minor break-
through for research came 
in 1989 when research by 
Dr. David Ho showed that 
millions of virus particles 
are floating around in the 
bloodstream of an HIV-
positive person, even in the 
first few weeks the virus 
appears in the infected per-
son.

In 1995, Ho found that the 
virus’ reproduction rates are 
comparable with reproduc-
tion rates of T-cells, which 
are key to the immune sys-
tem. This showed that the 
battle between the immune 
system and HIV could go 
on for 10 years or more 
before the virus begins to 
win.

In 2003, President George 
W. Bush announced a $15 
billion plan for AIDS pre-
vention, treatment and 
care. The cost of anti-ret-
roviral drugs, which can 
extend an infected person’s 
life for years, dropped from 
$12,000 a year to $300. This 
allowed more people to be 
treated for the disease.

In a press release late 
last year, the World Health 
Organization stated that, 
“While the global preva-
lence of HIV infection—
the percentage of people 
infected with HIV—has 
leveled off, the total num-
ber of people living with 
HIV is increasing because 
of ongoing acquisition of 
HIV infection, combined 
with longer survival times, 
in a continuously growing 
general population.”

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
Web site, 11,867 cases of 
AIDS have been reported 
in Tennessee from the 
beginning of the epidem-
ic through 2005. The site 
also shows that Tennessee 
ranked 18th among the 
50 states in the number 
of reported AIDS cases in 
2005. These are the latest 
statistics available on the 
Web site.

Although the search for 
a cure to the disease has 
been slow and tedious, 
those affected hope that the 
billions in funds will pay 
off one day.

As a society, hope and 
comfort appear to be two 
of the quintessential feel-
ings human beings need in 
order to survive. Sometimes 
these feelings are difficult 
to find and keep, especial-
ly for people dealing with 
a deadly disease such as 
HIV and AIDS. However, 
Ashe demonstrated a posi-
tive outlook throughout his 
battle with the disease.

One of Ashe’s fans asked 
him why God had selected 
him for such a bad disease. 
Ashe replied, “In the whole 
world, 50 million children 
start playing tennis, 5 mil-
lion people learn to play 
tennis, 500,000 people learn 
professional tennis, 50,000 
of those come to the cir-
cuit, 5,000 reach the Grand 
Slam, 50 reach Wimbledon, 
four go to the semi-finals, 
two go to the finals and 
one person wins. When I 
was holding a cup, I never 
asked God, ‘Why me?’ And 
today, in pain, I should not 
be asking God, ‘Why me?’”

Rifle team achieves goals 

at the OVC championship
UTM Athletic

Communicatiions

Bob Beard and his UT 
Martin Skyhawks achieved 
their goals of beating at 
least one other team and 
picking up a couple of all-
conference honors this 
past weekend at the Ohio 
Valley Conference Rifle 
Championship at Morehead 
State.

UTM junior Heather 
Tillson shot 589 in air rifle, 
the highest score of the 
championship, and claimed 
the OVC’s Air Rifle Athlete 
of the Year honor. Tillson 
was also named to the All-
OVC Air Rifle first team. 
Last week, Tillson fired a 
578 in smallbore at Murray 
State to tie a school record 
set by Jaymie Collar in 
2006.

UTM’s Kaitlin Chaffin 
was voted as the OVC’s 
Freshman of the Year for 
Rifle. Chaffin recorded 
career-highs in both guns 
this weekend in the cham-
pionship. She shot 556 in 
smallbore and 566 in air 
rifle.

UTM freshman Kellie 
Zurowski was named 
to the OVC Air Rifle All-
Newcomer team and 
the OVC Smallbore All-
Newcomer team. Zurowski 
shot 565 in the champion-
ship.

Other Skyhawks that com-
peted were Emily Yocum 
(561), Robbie Burrows (555), 
Wrenda Curd shot (550), 
and Kyle Beauchamp shot 
(501).

Jacksonville State won its 
fourth straight overall title 
Saturday, defeating sec-
ond-place Murray State by 
just nine total points, 4,592-
4,583.

The Gamecocks also won 
their fourth straight OVC 
air rifle title Sunday after 
Murray State had claimed 
the smallbore title on 
Saturday.

The only overall cham-
pionship any closer than 
this year’s since 1994 was in 
2002 when Tennessee Tech 
edged Murray State by just 
two total points.

Jacksonville State head 
coach Ron Frost was named 
OVC Coach of the Year. This 
marks the third time he has 
won the honor.

In the overall competi-
tion, the Skyhawk women 
placed fourth by shoot-
ing 4,437, and the mixed 
Skyhawk team shot 4,196.

In air rifle, the UTM 
women’s team shot 2,246, 
and the UTM mixed team 
shot 2,147.

In the smallbore event, 
Murray State fired a 2,275 
to win. JSU followed closely 
behind by just seven points. 
UTM women shot 2,191.

Rifle team members Kellie Zurowski, Heather 
Tillson and Kaitlin Chafin pose at the OVC Rifle 
Championship. Zurowski was named to the OVC Air 
Rifle All-Newcomer team, Tillson claimed the OVC’s 
Air Rifle Athlete of the Year honor, and Chaffin was 
voted as the OVC’s Freshman of the Year for Rifle. 
(Pacer/Emily Yocum)

Arthur Ashe
(photo courtesy of www.
arthurasheinstitute.org)

Men’s basketball team wins two home OVC games, climb to fifth in league
UTM Athletic

Communications

UT Martin junior Lester 
Hudson scored a career-
high 38 points to lead 
the host Skyhawks to a 
91-80 home victory over 
Tennessee State, Thursday 
night.

Hudson also set a new 
school record for most 
points scored in a single 
season with 690 after 26 
games.

“We cannot take any-
body for granted,” said Bret 
Campbell, the Skyhawks’ 

head coach. “I think we 
learned our lesson taking 
some of the teams too light-
ly in our house.”

A first half tip-in by 
Hudson gave the Skyhawks 
a 39-37 lead, and they never 
looked back. At the break, 
the Skyhawks led 44-40.

Both Gerald Robinson 
and Marquis Weddle fin-
ished the game with 18 
points.

On Saturday night, 
Hudson scored 24 points 
and got some help from 
two newcomers as UTM 
defeated visiting Eastern 

Illinois 73-62.
“I like the direction our 

team is going,” Campbell 
said. “I like how we are 
playing now. But our goal 
is still to be focused for 40 
minutes.”

Djero Riedewald, a 
junior college transfer, 
scored 14 points and had 
13 rebounds, while true 
freshman Benzor Simmons 
tossed in 14 points.

“Djero’s double-double 
was extremely big for this 
basketball team,” Campbell 
said. “We are trying to get 
some consistency in the 

post. He was very active 
and was a big boost to our 
team.”

Simmons, who made his 
fourth career start, contin-
ues to be impressive on the 
court.

“Benzor continues to 
make strides every night to 
make this team better. He 
is becoming more comfort-
able on the floor, and he is 
certainly a positive for us 
right now,” Campbell said.

After eight minutes of 
swapping baskets, Eastern 
Illinois grabbed an early 12-
9 advantage. Then Hudson 

triggered an 11-0 run with 
a layup, and the Skyhawks 
never looked back.

At the break, UTM led 
39-26. Hudson closed out 
the first half with three 
three-pointers in the last 
two minutes of the half.

In the second half, the 
host Skyhawks stretched 
their lead to 19 points 
with 15 minutes to play as 
Hudson drained a three-
pointer.

With the two wins in 
the successful week, UTM 
improves to 13-14 overall 
and 9-8 in the Ohio Valley 

Conference and climbs to 
fifth in the OVC standings. 

The Skyhawks return 
to action Thursday, Feb. 
14, when they travel to 
Cookeville to face host 
Tennessee Tech. Tipoff is set 
for 7:30 p.m. They will also 
play Southeast Missouri 
State at home on Saturday 
at 6 p.m.

“We have three games 
remaining, and we have 
to focus on them one at 
a time,” Campbell said. 
“Playing Tennessee Tech 
on Thursday at their place 
will be very tough.”


