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EH, WHAT’S UP, DOC?
A look at films and TV shows 
coming  up in the last two 
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UTM aids Union 
University’s soccer, 
softball teams

SAY CHEESE
How to set up a photo 
studio without going broke

Toston named vice chancellor for student affairs
Will York

Senior Reporter

Chancellor Tom Rakes last 
week selected Dr. Margaret 
Toston from a pool of four 
finalists as UT Martin’s next 
vice chancellor for student 
affairs.

When she starts work 
on July 1, Toston will be in 
charge of all nonacademic 
aspects of students’ campus 
life, with responsibilities 
ranging from Greek Life to 
dining services to housing 
to safety.

Toston has been vice 
president for Student Affairs 
at Central Connecticut 
State University—a public 
college with about 9,600 

undergraduates in New 
Britain, Conn.—since 2004.

“Dr. Toston has broad 
leadership experience in 
student affairs, and I am 
pleased to have her join our 
senior leadership team,” 
Rakes said.

Details of the contract 
haven’t been finalized, Vice 
Chancellor for Finance and 
Administration Al Hooten 
said Monday, but Toston 
and the university have 
agreed in principle to her 
selection.

“All that’s got to be 
negotiated, so it could take 
a while,” Hooten said.

Hooten also was chairman 
of the advisory search 
committee that eventually 

recommended four finalists 
for Rakes’ consideration 
after on-campus interviews 
late last month.

“From the committee 
perspective, we were very 
pleased with the pool of 
candidates we brought to 
the campus,” Hooten said, 
something he attributes to 
getting the search started 
earlier than usual. “The 
cream rose to the top. Dr. 
Toston was quite well-
received by everyone.”

In all, 32 people—but 
none already employed 
by UTM—applied for the 
position.

“I had many options 
for new opportunities,” 
Toston said, “but it was UT 

Martin’s hospitality that 
won my affection.

“As I spoke with members 
of the community … 
everybody had one goal 
and that is student success. 
I felt as though I was among 
friends and family during 
the interview process, 
and that is very important 
to me,” Toston said. “I 
have long awaited the 
opportunity to both return 
to my Southern roots and 
to continue the work that I 
love to do.”

Toston’s selection brings 
to a close a protracted 
search for a permanent 
replacement to Katherine 

Margaret Toston was selected as UTM’s next vice 
chancellor for Student Affairs last Wednesday.

VCAA search continues with final finalists

Will York

Senior Reporter

Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs candidate 
Donna L. Burgraff said 
in a forum last week her 
top priority would be 
advocating for faculty—and 
in turn providing students 
with what they need for 
academic success.

Burgraff also said student 
affairs—the administrative 
group that oversees all 
nonacademic aspects of 
student life—and academic 
affairs should be more fully 
integrated.

“It’s no longer a picture of 
separate boxes and silos in 
higher education,” Burgraff 
told The Pacer. “We have to 
work together now more 
than ever.”

Burgraff said growth 
like that experienced at 
UTM since the beginning 
of the lottery-funded 
HOPE Scholarship 
comes with challenges 
and opportunities 
for streamlining the 

university’s operations.
“Higher ed is always 

confronted with limited 
resources, and we have 
to figure out how to deal 
with those challenges. 
(The lottery) brought 
lots of students to your 
campus, but it didn’t bring 
significantly more money,” 
Burgraff said.

Recruiting high-quality 
professors would be among 
her top concerns to be an 
advocate for faculty.

Burgraff—a self-described 
“team person”—said it is 
impossible to be an expert 
on all aspects of academic 
life; that’s why she said 
she surrounds herself with 
experts who know their 
field.

“I agree in surrounding 
myself with people who 
think differently from I 
do,” she said.

Dean of the College of 
Business, Education and 
Professional Studies at 
Southwest Minnesota State 

Will York

Senior Reporter

A strong emphasis 
on research—even at 
universities like UT Martin 
that are primarily focused 
on teaching—should 
highlight every academic 
program, vice chancellor 
candidate Harold Ornes 
said.

“I don’t view a dichotomy 
with teaching and research 
and service,” Ornes told 
faculty during a forum. 
“I think (research) has 
to at least be brought 
together in adjacency (with 
academics).”

He said each department’s 
view of research would be 
different; visual arts, for 
example, shouldn’t have 
the same requirements for 
research as science.

Research should also be 
emphasized for faculty 
development and tenure, 
Ornes said.

“For (faculty’s) own 
benefit, you need it to stay 
alive and vigorous, and 

the students will feed on 
that and they will become 
involved,” Ornes said. 
“There has to be some 
benefit for undergraduate 
and graduate students.”

Ornes has been the dean 
of the College of Sciences at 
Southern Utah University—
a public college of about 
6,600 students in Cedar 
City, Utah—since 1999. He 
is also a certified senior 
ecologist.

Earning his doctorate 
in 1978 from Iowa State in 
aquatic plant biology put 
Ornes on an unusual path 
to leadership—something 
he said will benefit UT 
Martin.

Ornes said his 
understanding of research 
will bring new perspective 
to the job.

“My tendency is to take 
risks that are calculated,” 
Ornes said. “I’m perfectly 
willing to win some and 
lose some and strike out. I 
think it’s important to not 

Ashley Totty

Will York

Richard Beck emphasized 
the importance of 
communication at last 
week’s forum, saying that 
his administrative style and 
philosophy is based upon 
strong communication.

“I believe in collaboration 
and the open-door policy,” 
Beck told students. “Not 
just with faculty but also 
with students.”

As part of his approach, 
Beck plans to improve 
retention rates by starting 
a Center for Academic 
Excellence that would 
provide faculty with a 
system to report students 
who run a high risk of 
dropping out, while also 
keeping faculty and staff 
close.

The center would also 
check reported students to 
identify and solve academic 
shortcomings. 

Beck also agrees 
with lowering the GPA 
requirements for lottery 

scholarships, saying that he 
sees the idea as consistent 
with the goal of sending 
students to college who 
would not otherwise 
attend.

Beck suggested lobbying 
legislators to change the 
rule that caps lottery 
scholarships at 120 hours 
and prohibits summer 
classes from being covered 
under the scholarship.

To better retain faculty, 
Beck said it’s important to 
“provide rewards along 
the way” and make sure 
that professors who might 
have otherwise earned the 
most pay they’re allowed 
continue to be rewarded—
and that may be from doing 
away with the current pay 
structure altogether.

Beck in a faculty forum 
cited research as another 
tool to bring more money to 
campus through grants and 
keep faculty energized.

“Research is important 
first and foremost for the 

Burgraff says advocating 

for faculty is top priority

Ornes cites research as 

key to academic success

Beck: Administration 

based on communication

Buxton report says Martin population could decline by 2011
Sara M. McIntosh

Viewpoints Editor

One of the No. 1 concerns 
for the city of Martin for 
many potential retailers is 
the concept of population 
trends within the 15 minute 
drive time to the tentative 
retail location, which the 
Fort Worth based Buxton 
determined would decrease 
by 1,128 in 2011 in their 
final report compiled for 
the city. 

According to the statistics 
in this report, the population 
near the intersection of state 

routes 431 and 43 peaked 
during the 2000 census at 
39,216 and the projected 
population for 2011 is 
36330. The most substantial 
decrease for the work force 
population was between 
the years of 2000 and 2006 
from 15,598 to 15,345 with 
another decrease projected 
in 2011.

Mayor Randy Brundige 
has said that he believes the 
statistics from the census are 
inaccurate because the town 
has demonstrated growth 
trends since the census was 
last conducted and wanted 

to pursue an independent 
analysis of population 
trends, which would cost 
the city a substantial 
amount of money and time 
to complete.

The information 
fueling the data and 
recommendation made 
by Buxton is based on the 
various transaction records, 
spending habits, consumer 
trends and overall reasons 
Martin residents spend 
their money. After data 
is collected, segments are 
made as a “method of 
classifying, sorting and 

grouping people” in a way 
that differs from basic 
demographics because 
two people with a similar 
financial status as well 
as spending habits may 
appear to be almost the 
same person with the 
emphasis of individuality 
being lost, according to the 
methodology explanation 
website from Buxton. The 
company goes on to say 
that “psychographics is 
more focused and produces 
results that are more 
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The Pummeling Pen By: Eric White
Editorial:  

Our View

UT Martin is on the 
cusp of change—grow-
ing enrollment, increased 
funding challenges, a call 
for diversity and, with the 
advent of the UT system’s 
“Future” campaign, even 
an identity crisis.

The Division of Academic 
Affairs deserves—no, 
needs—a leader who 
understands the complex-
ity of UTM’s unique prob-
lems and opportunities.

Four finalists for the vice 
chancellor for that divi-
sion were on campus last 
week, all extolling their 
experience working with 
faculty, staff and students. 
We spoke with them and 
prodded them for the best 
path for UTM, a university 
at a crossroads.

The choice is between 
two highly qualified can-
didates: Donna Burgraff, a 
solid advocate for students 
and faculty who under-
stands the importance of 
changing UTM’s culture, 
and Jerald Ogg, a proven 
leader with a clear vision 
from UT Martin. Ogg is 
now serving in the interim 
position.

Ultimately, the choice 
for us was analogous to 
the decision Democrats 
are facing in naming their 
nominee for the presiden-
cy: Change or experience?

Burgraff would bring a 
fresh new vision to UTM, 
one forged by years of suc-
cessful grant-writing, stu-
dent advocacy, budgeting 

and response to faculty 
and student needs. She has 
a way of seeing beyond the 
horizon and finding solu-
tions to tomorrow’s prob-
lems today. 

At a campus where inter-
nal hiring and promotion 
has almost become the 
norm, Burgraff would be 
an ideal candidate—for any 
position except this one.

Jerald Ogg is part of the 
fabric of this institution, 
which is certainly a ben-
efit, but when there’s a call 
for change, a detriment.

But Ogg’s love for find-
ing high-caliber professors, 
the Air Force values that 
he still holds dear, discov-
ering solutions for difficult 
challenges and of course, 
this university, make him 
our favorite for vice chan-
cellor for academic affairs.

Our evaluation of Ogg 
was more rigorous than 
others, simply because we 
have reticence in endors-
ing an internal candidate.

But Ogg’s list of achieve-
ments and undeniable suc-
cesses on this campus sim-
ply cannot be matched.

His intimate knowledge 
of UTM is not that of a 
passive observer; rather, he 
is an enactor. Ogg makes 
things happen.

We hope that the next 
vice chancellor will address 
enrollment management, 
retention, recruitment and 
diversity issues.

And we hope that Jerald 
Ogg will lead our efforts.

Ogg best candidate for next VCAA

Letter to the Editor

Donate blood, save lives
Every year, LIFELINE 

hosts the annual UTM vs. 
Murray State Blood Battle. 
There is usually a turnout 
of about four hundred to 
four hundred and fifty 
people during this event. 
So why is it that only about 
a hundred and thirty peo-
ple showed up to donate in 
their last blood drive? It was 
even said from one of the 
workers that this was one 
of the worst blood drives 
that they had been to in the 
last five to six years.

No’s came in so many 
forms when students were 
asked to donate rang-

ing from, “I’m scared of 
needles,” “I’m going to lift 
weights,” or “I’ve got to 
practice for a game.” WOW! 
Does it not scare the little 
girls when she has to be 
stuck with needles while 
receiving a blood transfu-
sion? Or what about the 
little boy who wants to lift 
weights and play ball but 
can’t because he’s waiting 
on someone with his blood 
type to give blood? Have 
we become so vain that we 
are more concerned about 
how many games we win 
or how in shape we are 
than helping maybe just 
one person survive one 

more day?
LIFELINE provides the 

blood donated from these 
blood drives for seventeen 
of the surrounding coun-
ties here in West Tennessee. 
They are running low on 
type O+ and B+ blood and 
are on the verge of a critical 
appeal but all blood types 
are welcomed. LIFELINE 
has recently changed some 
of its policies so that if 
you have gotten a tattoo, 
as long as it was done by 
a Tennessee professional, 
you can also give blood.

Every one in three sec-
onds, someone will be in 
need of blood. In the time 

it takes you to read this 
article, many people will 
be in need of blood. Giving 
just a pint of blood can 
help two or three people, 
maybe your friends or even 
yourself.

LIFELINE will return in 
April, and we just ask that 
you would all come out 
and support them. Don’t 
just do it for a free t-shirt or 
to beat Murray State: do it 
from your heart so that you 
can say I helped someone 
today. 

R. J. Roberson
Business

Milan

Importance of being prepared, aware essential to surviving storms

Dwight Gatwood
Professor of Music

Tornado preparedness is 
a concern in the wake of 
the devastation at Union 
University.  Since my wife 
is on Union’s faculty and 
we have spent days down 
there undoing the dam-
age, I have a perspective 
that could make each of 
us better prepared for the 
next one.  Yes, Union had 
regular tornado drills, so 
often in fact that students 

became complacent about 
them.  Certainly they went 
to the lowest floor, and hud-
dled in the innermost room 
- but they failed get their 
“stuff” together in case the 
threat was real.  There were 
students in pajamas and 
students without shoes.  
Essential personal items 
were left behind.  I know of 
students missing hearing 
aids, dental retainers, cel-
lular telephones, comput-
ers, etc.  

One should take this 
event as a warning for each 

of us to “get our act togeth-
er.”  If the tornado siren 
goes off, are you dressed 
to be outside if it becomes 
necessary?  Do you have 
your keys, driver’s license, 
cellular telephone, eye-
glasses, contact lens case?  
How about critical medica-
tions, your laptop comput-
er, and your billfold with 
credit cards and cash?  If 
you don’t have your “stuff” 
together, you could find 
yourself vulnerable in sec-
onds.  

We didn’t have the cel-

lular telephone numbers of 
all of my wife’s colleagues 
or all of her students - but 
you can bet we do now.  It 
was only through cellular 
calls to the numbers we 
had that we learned that 
night that all of her stu-
dents were safe.  

Trapped students with 
cellular phones were able 
to guide rescuers to where 
they were.  Only if each 
of us seriously formulates 
a list of essentials to have 
“in hand” will we be better 
prepared for a tornado.

Baitu By: Charles Brubaker
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In the Counselor’s Corner: Here’s hoping!
This is the hopeful time 

of year. I grew up with the 

severe winters of New Eng-

land, and the high, hard 

snow drifts on the sides of 

the roads were gray and 

gritty by mid-February.   

Everyone was sick of the 

bitter winds and overcast 

skies at this time of year.  

Some of my more affluent 

classmates returned from 

our February school vaca-

tion with tropical tans, but 

a week later they were com-

plaining about winter like 

the rest of us. What made 

the long cold spell endur-

able was hope.

We knew that in a cou-

ple of months, crocuses 

would be pushing through 

the ground, even if there 

was still some snow on 

it. Predictably, the world 

would become greener and 

warmer, more colorful and 

welcoming. We could even 

enjoy the true pleasures of 

winter – sledding, building 

snowmen, having snowball 

fights – more keenly be-

cause we knew they were 

seasonal and would be 

gone soon.  

Even though we have 

had some mixed-up sea-

sons this year and we are 

concerned about changes 

in the earth’s climate, the 

rhythms of the earth serve 

to remind us of hope. Hope 

is the sense that things will 

change for the better. With 

hope, most difficulties are 

endurable. Wikipedia de-

fines hope as “a belief in a 

positive outcome related to 

events and circumstances 

in one’s life. Hope implies a 

certain amount of persever-

ance — i.e., believing that a 

positive outcome is possible 

even when there is some 

evidence to the contrary.”

The dividing line between 

sadness and depression is 

the loss of hope. Good men-

tal health means having the 

ability to see adversity as 

temporary, to believe that 

things will improve, and 

to understand that we have 

the power to affect some 

important aspects of our 

situation, even if there are 

things we cannot change.   

What can we do when 

things seem hopeless? We 

can regain hope by under-

standing the opportunity 

we have to change our own 

actions, attitudes and be-

liefs. My father was held 

as a prisoner of war by the 

Japanese in World War II.  

He always maintained that 

he survived when so many 

others perished because he 

was a newlywed and was 

determined to come home 

to his bride. He was firmly 

convinced that hope saved 

the lives of his fellow sol-

diers, and that lack of hope 

killed too many of them.

Albert Einstein said, 

“Learn from yesterday, live 

for today, hope for tomor-

row.”  Share some hope 

with a friend, and save 

some for yourself.  Spring 

will come.

Dr. Jennifer 
Levy-Peck,  
Director of 
Counseling 
Center

utmpacer.com
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UT pres may get increased authority

UT News

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 

_ University of Tennessee 

President John Petersen 

would have the authority 

to fire chancellors under 

proposed changes to the 

school’s bylaws.

The amendments were 

approved unanimously on 

Friday during a Nashville 

meeting of the trusteeship 

committee of the UT Board 

of Trustees.

The full board will take 

a final vote on the measure 

at its winter meeting March 

11-12 in Chattanooga.

The committee’s move 

comes two months after 

former UT-Knoxville 

Chancellor Loren Crabtree 

left the school amid dis-

agreements with Petersen 

over control of the campus.

Trusteeship committee 

members say the changes 

have been discussed since 

early last year and are not a 

result of Crabtree’s depar-

ture.

“There is no direct line 

between this amendment 

and any campus chancellor 

or Institute of Agriculture 

person,” said Andrea 

Loughry, the board’s vice 

chairman and one of four 

committee-voting mem-

bers. “You have to take this 

at its whole.”

The amendments also 

would eliminate annual 

board re-elections of chan-

cellors and high-ranking 

officials. The board annu-

ally re-elects Petersen, the 

executive vice president, 

five vice presidents, chan-

cellors and the system’s 

chief financial officer.Under 

the proposals, the board 

would retain oversight of 

Petersen, but he would gain 

the power to appoint the 

vice president for develop-

ment and alumni affairs 

and the vice president for 

research and economic 

development, as well as a 

chief human resources offi-

cer and a chief information 

officer. Those positions, 

like the chancellors, could 

be dismissed at any time.

UT-Knoxville Faculty 

Senate President David 

Patterson said the changes 

wouldn’t line up with the 

process for hiring a chan-

cellor, which would still 

call for a search committee 

composed of faculty mem-

bers and other school and 

community officials.

Patterson and many pro-

fessors were upset over 

Crabtree’s sudden depar-

ture in January, saying they 

had no warning or input 

before he left.

“When it comes to dis-

missing a chancellor, 

there’s no articulated role 

for faculty voice, or fac-

ulty advice and consent,” 

Patterson said. “Had there 

been a role, we might not 

be in part of the situation 

we’re in now.”
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Heather Peterson

Pacer Writer

Two Memphis-area teen-
agers died recently from 
complications from the flu, 
Health officials said.

The teenagers—from 
Shelby and DeSoto coun-
ties—were hospitalized 
at Le Bonheur Children’s 
Medical Center with bacte-
rial pneumonia, a flu com-
plication. The hospital’s 
chief of pediatric infectious 
disease, Dr. Keith English 
said one teen died on Jan. 
22 the other on Feb.1. A 
third remained hospital-
ized Friday due to flu com-
plications.

While pneumonia was 
the likely cause of death, 
“both of these teenagers 
would still be alive today if 
they hadn’t gotten the flu,” 
English said.

At UTM nine students 
went into student health 
with the flu on Monday,  
Shannon Deal, Nurse 
Practitioner and Director 
of Student Health, said.

However, health officials 
said there is no reason to 
believe children or teenag-
ers are at a greater risk this 
year. 

Flu plays a role in about 
36,000 U.S. deaths annu-
ally and 90 percent are age 
65 and older.  Young chil-
dren, the elderly, persons 
infected with HIV/AIDS, 
cancer patients and others 
with immune deficiencies 
are most susceptible. 

The flu season is getting 
worse, and U.S. health offi-
cials say it is partly because 
the flu vaccine does not 
protect against most of 
the spreading flu bugs.  
Infections from an unex-
pected strain have been 
booming, and now are the 
main agent behind most 
of the nation’s lab-con-
firmed flu cases, said Dr. 
Joe Bresee, the CDC’s chief 
of influenza epidemiology.

Each winter, experts try 
to predict which strains of 
flu will circulate so they 
can develop an appropriate 
vaccine for the following 

season. Usually, the guess-
work is pretty good:  The 
vaccines have been a good 
match in 16 of the last 19 flu 
seasons, Bresee has said.

Georgia is among 44 
states reporting wide-
spread flu activity, up from 
31 states last week, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention announced 
Friday.

Adding to the problem, 
health officials report the 
flu shot is a good match 
for only about 40 percent 
of this year’s viruses—leav-
ing a large portion of the 
vaccinated population 
unprotected.

The flu is rather mild by 
flu standards with a mild 
fever, mild body aches and 
manageable other symp-
toms. The illness is causing 
sick people, who do not feel 
all that sick, not to stay at 
home and recover, further 
spreading the bug.

While not compat-
ible with two popular flu 
strains, health officials still 
urge people to get the flu 

vaccine.
“Even though it’s not a 

perfect match, it can still 
offer some cross protec-
tion for other strains,” 
said Arleen Porcell, a CDC 
spokesperson.  “It can also 
help make symptoms mild-
er and protect the body 
from complications.”

Common flu symptoms 
include a high fever, body 
aches and chills, headaches, 
dry cough and possibly a 
runny or stuffy nose.  A 
normal bout with the flu 
lasts one to two weeks.

If you think you are 
showing symptoms of the 
flu you should make an 
appointment at student 
health or with your local 
doctor within the first 24-
48 hours.

They can prescribe an 
anti-viral that may help 
shorten the length of flu.  
Over the counter medica-
tions will not shorten the 
time you have the flu, they 
will only ease some of the 
symptoms. 

Memphis teens die from flu, UTM students prepare for its arrival

A student, worried that she might have the flu,  visits 

Student Health to find out. (Pacer Photo/Katie Mer-

curi)

Loretta McDonald

Pacer Writer

Should personal initiative 
or university programming 
be given credit for the rise 
in retention rates among 
minorities at the university 
level?

According to the 
University of Tennessee 
System Facts and Figures 
for 2005-06, the University 
of Tennessee system had 
the highest minority reten-
tion rates for fall 2003 to 
fall 2004 at 83.9 percent. 
The UT Martin campus 
came in at third in the state 
with 80.2 percent for that 
period, beat only by MTSU 
and Tennessee Tech at 81.3 
percent and 80.3 percent 
respectively. 

While recent numbers are 
lower than previous years, 
retention for minorities is 
still increasing. 68.8 percent 

of minority freshmen in fall 
2005 returned in fall 2006. 
Numbers increased as 74.4 
percent of minority fresh-
men in fall 2006 returned 
in fall 2007.

So what is UT Martin 
doing to contribute to these 
competitive rates? It doesn’t 
seem like much. Because 
of the lack in funding for 
programs geared towards 
minorities, students must 
rely on more general pro-
grams to get help. One such 
program is the TRIO pro-
gram.

TRIO was implemented 
two and a half years ago to 
provide assistance for first-
generation, low income and 
disabled students. Out of 
the 160 students served by 
the program, nearly half 
of them are black. Kathy 
Eskew, director of the TRIO 
Student Success Services 
program, admits that while 

a greater number of minor-
ities are being served than 
in the past, that is not the 
intention of the program. 
Anyone eligible is recruit-
ed. Eskew agrees with the 
federal government statis-
tics in that the educational 
level of a student’s family 
has more impact than the 
race of the student. 

Teresa Woody, director 
of the Office of Minority 
Affairs, feels that more 
funding should be given 
for programs and financial 
aid for minority students. 
While students may leave 
UT Martin for a variety of 
reasons, increased funding 
for programs such as the 
Harold Conner Scholars 
program, will increase 
a student’s likelihood for 
staying.

Woody also feels that fac-
ulty play an important role 
in making students feel like 

they belong.
“Faculty are more impor-

tant than they realize,” 
Woody said. “For students, 
it can take as little as one 
negative experience and 
they are ready to go. On the 
other hand, just one faculty 
or staff member reaching 
out can give that same stu-
dent the encouragement to 
stay.”

Some also feel that the 
school relies too heavily on 
student groups to keep stu-
dents here. 

“Greek organizations, the 
Black Student Association, 
Collegiate NAACP, etc. can 
only do so much,” says 
Anthony Prewitt, Hall 
Director for Cooper Hall 
and Clement Hall. “The 
school should offer more 
academic, financial and 
social support to meet the 
needs of minorities.”

UTM third in UT system for minority retention

Whitney Sullivan

Pacer Writer

On Feb. 8, the groundbreaking of the fourth UTM satel-
lite campus took place in Parsons, Tenn., which serves 
Decatur County and adjacent counties. 

Of the 41 faculty members approved to teach in Parsons, 
there are currently 34 professors teaching the 34 class-
es. Between 165-175 students attend school now at the 
Parsons location and close to 200 students will when the 
new facility is built and occupied in January of 2009. Right 
now classes are being held in a temporary location in 
Parsons until the new facility is completed. The director 
of the Parsons campus, Jason Rushing, hopes there will 
be between 250-300 students when the campus is in full 
swing. 

“UTM has a good system of establishing off-campus 
systems. The opening went very smoothly,” commented 
Rushing. Being a native of Parsons and a 2004 graduate of 
UTM, he is happy to be living in his hometown and work-
ing with people he knows. 

The new campus offers courses in the traditional class-
room format, through online courses and by interactive 
video format. There are also non-degree courses, work-
shops, training and youth programs offered. 

With the establishment of the Parsons campus, there is 
a distance learning campus strategically located to cover 
the entire West Tennessee area. The actual UTM campus 
covers the northern part of West Tennessee, the Jackson 
campus is located in the middle, Selmer covers the south-
ern part, Ripley has the western side, and Parsons has the 
eastern side. 

Locations are chosen to include a satellite campus based 
on the lack of education and economic level of the service 
area. Opening distance learning campuses creates jobs in 
the area and provides a college education to local people, 
so they don’t have to drive all the way to the UTM campus 
which, as a result, enhances the local economy. Parsons 
was found to have a need for a distance campus. 

“Income generated through the Parsons center is a sub-
stantial amount to support system. The money goes into 
a general fund for academic units and student services 
across campus,” said Bill Duffy, Executive Director of 
Extended Campus and Continuing Education. “It does not 
take away money from the university.”

UTM opens new campus
(University Photo)

Spanish professor discuss life, love of Spanish cinema, culture
Charlie McIntosh

Technology Editor

Dr. Daniel Nappo, recently appoint-
ed chair of the Modern Foreign 
Language department, may not have 
been here long, but he has proven 
himself to be an asset to the campus 
community.

The Assistant Professor of Spanish 
has made a name for himself at UT 
Martin during his near five year ten-
ure with the foreign language depart-
ment, although his original plans 
were to teach in a different language 
entirely.

“Originally I planned on teaching as 
a Professor of English,” said Nappo, 
who received his Bachelor of Arts 
in the English language at Saginaw 
Valley State University. When the 
UTM Professor began pursuing his 
Masters at Michigan State University, 
he gradually became more interested 
in the prospect of teaching a language 
other than English instead. 

“Over time, I gradually began to 
lean more towards teaching a for-
eign language. The opportunities that 

being able to speak Spanish brought 
were welcoming,” he said. “I began 
to immerse myself in the language 
by spending my breaks in places like 
Mexico for weeks at a time.” 

Dr. Nappo ended up receiving 
his Master of Arts in Comparative 
Literature from Michigan State 
University, and then returned to 
receive his Ph.D in Spanish. 

While Nappo’s research specialty is 
Mexican and Chicano literature, his 
interests also cross into the realm of 
Mexican cinema. The UTM Professor 
gave a presentation last week on the 
prominence of Mexican film during 
the 1940s, its decline, and how the 
Mexican film industry stands today 
against the United States’ Hollywood 
machine.

“Mexican cinema had its golden era 
during the 1940s,” Nappo said. “Due 
to the Second World War, Mexican 
directors and producers were put-
ting out higher quality work during 
this time, receiving critical acclaim 
for films such as María Candelaria, 
which won the Palme D’or at 1943’s 
Cannes Film Festival. 

Nappo noted, however, that 
Mexican cinema declined after the 
Second World War, mainly due to 
Hollywood’s reassertion of its hold on 
the motion picture market.

Dr. Nappo, whose first language is 
English, considers the task of learn-
ing Spanish more intimidating to stu-
dents than it really is. “If someone 
can learn English, they can learn any 
language in the world,” he said. “The 
difficult task is not so much learning 
Spanish but unlearning English.”

The Assistant Professor says he has 
been proud of his students during 
his four-and-a-half years at UTM. 
“The students here at UTM are great 
because they have so many different 
reasons for wanting to learn Spanish,” 
said Nappo, who feels that immersion 
is the best method for picking up a 
second language. 

“While I can’t say that the stu-
dents are more willing to travel, that 
is certainly something we’re work-
ing on. We still have many students 
who are interested in learning the 
Spanish language for mission trips, 
and I think that’s great.”

(Pacer Photo/Will York)

Matt Cook

Executive Editor

The UTM Department 
of Communications has 
been recommended for 
reaccreditation last week 
by a site team for the 
Accrediting Council on 
Education in Journalism 
and Mass Communications 
(ACEJMC), department 
chair Dr. Robert Nanney 
said.

The site team visited the 
department last Sunday 
through Wednesday, 
observing Communications 
classes, interviewing facul-
ty and holding open discus-
sions with Communications 
majors.

“We are elated that the 
ACEJMC site team recom-
mended that we be reac-
credited. The team was 

impressed by our faculty, 
our students and the sup-
port we receive from our 
administration,” Nanney 
said.

The site team compiled 
a 43-page draft report of 
its findings, recommend-
ing that the department be 
found in compliance with 
eight of the nine standards 
of ACEJMC. The eight stan-
dards found to be compliant 
were Mission, Governance 
and Administration; 
Curr ic ulum a nd 
Instruction; Diversity and 
Inclusiveness; Full-time 
and part-time faculty; 
Scholarship: Research, 
Creative and Professional 
Activity; Student Services; 
Resources, Facilities 
and Equipment; and 
Professional and Public 
Service.

“The Department of 
Communications has been 
able to sustain its strong 
undergraduate curriculum. 
… Most students either 
graduate with a job offer 
in hand or find a position 
in the field within a few 
months,” the site team 
report read.

“The department along 
with other units on cam-
pus has had to stretch its 
resources as the state con-
tinues to experience slow 
economic growth. Despite 
these challenges the depart-
ment continues to attract 
high-quality students and 
has kept its excellent repu-
tation for teaching and ser-
vice across campus,” the 
site team report read.

The department was not 
found to be in compliance 
with ACEJMC’s newest 

standard, Assessment, one 
that most schools are strug-
gling with, Nanney said.

“We will work diligently 
to become compliant, and 
[site] team members pro-
vided excellent guidance 
on how to make that hap-
pen,” Nanney said.

The site team’s findings, 
currently in draft for-
mat, will be reviewed by 
Communications faculty 
this week, and then chang-
es to the report will be sug-
gested to ensure a fair and 
accurate report, Nanney 
said.

The recommendations 
from the site team will be 
presented to a 15-mem-
ber accrediting commit-
tee in Chicago on March 
15, and that committee’s 

Communications department reaccredited

— See ‘ACEJMC on Page 4
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NO SALES TAX COUPON
AUTO REPAIR SERVICE 

UTM STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF 

*********************************************************

WEAKLEY COUNTY MOTORS 

841 N. LINDELL ST -- MARTIN -- 587-3141 

email:  wcmotors@charterbn.com 

www.goauto2.com

**Coupon valid for current UTM Students, Faculty & Staff on auto repair 

services. Must present coupon and UTM ID to Service Advisor at time of 

service write-up.  Not valid on prior services.

Limited time offer. Offer available on most models.

Pagan? 
We are too!

LET’S MEET!
utmpagan@yahoo.com

Buxton: Continued from Cover
accurate.”

The targeted retailers 
identified by this analysis 
vary in relation to their 
demographic audience as 
well as the type of retail 
locations frequented. 
While American Eagle 
Outfitters generally has 
locations in “downtown/
central business districts, 
enclosed regional and 
super regional malls and 
lifestyle centers,” the other 
nine businesses can func-
tion in “freestanding loca-
tions,” according to the 
report. 

American Eagle 
Outfitters is largely geared 
towards people who are 
either young adults or teens 
with a middle income and 
represents the number one 
choice for Martin to pursue 
for future retailers; how-
ever, the highest income 

bracket of homes within 
the 15 minute driving time 
to the proposed retail site 
is under $15,000. 

Brundige has said that 
one of the major benefits 
of this report for the city 
of Martin is that it will 
provide the necessary 
stepping stone to recruit 
businesses that are famil-
iar with the Buxton group 
psychographic customer 
analyses as a means of 
identifying potential cus-
tomer bases that may be 
overlooked.

Currently, the proposed 
site identified as the ideal 
retail location appears to 
be managed by two dif-
ferent companies. Fuller 
Partners and Stanley Jones 
have had signs in this loca-
tion for years advertising 
the availability of this land 
for retailers. At least 18 

acres are available for any-
one interested in buying 
the land, according to the 
Fuller Partners sign, and 
purchasing the land indi-
vidually is an option.

Buxton identifies the 
potential tenant space each 
retailer needs according to 
their “preferred gross leas-
able area” that can reflect 
their “individual flexibil-
ity” for the space they may 
occupy. 

With the data from each 
business averaged into an 
ideal gross leasable, the 
total area for a retail cen-
ter with 25 retailers would 
be approximately 200,000-
300,000 in gross leasable 
area. This means that there 
needs to be at least 14 acres 
of land occupied by a retail 
space with the possibility 
of up to 21 acres being 
dedicated to retail space.
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and Property Values

Rachel Stephens
Pacer Writer

UTM will host its eighth 
Annual Civil Rights 
Conference beginning 
Monday, Feb. 25.

This year’s theme is “Civil 
Rights After Dr. King’s 
Death.” Key note speak-
ers for the week include 
Kathleen Cleaver and 
Diane Nash, both of whom 
were active participants in 

the student-led movements 
of the 1960s.

Opening ceremonies for 
the week-long conference 
will be held at 4 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 25 in Watkins 
Auditorium. The topic will 
be “Greek Organizations 
and the Civil Rights 
Movement”.

The ceremony will be 
followed by the video 
“Amazing Grace” in the 
Norman Campbell Lecture 

Hall in Humanities at 7 
p.m.

Other events during 
the week include Native 
American Civil Rights Day 
and Minority Affairs Day.

“UTM hosts the only 
regular yearly conference 
in the nation that focuses 
on the impact of the Civil 
Rights Movement in the 
country,” Dr. David Barber, 
conference director and 
UTM professor said.

‘After King’s death’ to be topic for conference
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Pacer Meetings

Want to write for the student 
newspaper? Pacer meetings are 
every Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. in 
Gooch 309. Come sign up for a 
story so that you can see your 
byline in next week’s issue of 
the student newspaper.

S.H.A.P.E. Club 5K Run

The S.H.A.P.E. Club is sponsor-
ing the Brian Brown Memorial 
5K run/walk Sat., March 1 at 
10:00 a.m. in front of the Elam. 

Registration is $12.00 before the 
race and $15.00 day of race. The 
proceeds will benefit the Brian 
Brown Memorial Greenway 
Project. T-shirts, awards and 
door prizes will be available. 
Please contact Dr. Laura Brown 
at 731-881-7334 or Mr. Mark Wal-
ton at 731-881-7667.

Interview

SHELBY COUNTY SCHOOLS.  
Monday, Feb. 25, 2008.  Posi-
tions:  Teachers (K-12 all areas)  

Degrees:  Education.  Location:  
Suburban Memphis. If you have 
any questions, please contact  
the Employment Information 
Services, 215 University Center 
731-881-7740.

Undeclared Club Speaker

The Undeclared Club will be 
hosting a speaker, Feb. 27 at 
7 p.m. in UC room 206. Mayor 
Willie Spencer will speak on his 
experiences in politics and cor-
porate America. For more infor-
mation contact President Holly 

McMillian at 731-881-1833 or by 
e-mail at holmmcmi@utm.edu. 

Times Talk Tuesday

Today Times Talk will feature 
Matthew McMorries, a UTM 
student who was deployed in 
Iraq for over a year under a 
highly decorated unit. Times 
Talk is held in Skyhawk Dining, 
Room 125, from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Students, faculty and 
staff are welcome.

Zeta Tau Alpha Clothes Drive

Zeta Tau Alpha is sponsoring a 
clothes drive to benefit those af-
fected by the storms that struck 
Union University. Boxes are lo-
cated in Ellington, Browning 
and Cooper dorms. Represen-
tative from the sorority will be 
in the UC from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday to Thursday to collect: 
clothes (jeans, coats, shirts, etc.), 
school supplies and monetary 
donations.

The information contained in this report is taken directly from public 
records distributed by the UTM Department of Public Safety. DPS can be 

contacted by calling (731) 881-7777.

Police Report
02/10/2008 at 8:48 p.m. – Cooper Hall 

– Report taken for harassment. Re-
ferred to Student Affairs.

02/11/2008 at 8:30 p.m. – Elam Center 

– Report taken for a medical assist in 
reference to a sprained ankle. Student 
transported to Volunteer Community 
Hospital by POV.

02/12/2008 at 10:50 a.m. – Humanities 
– Report taken for lost property.

02/13/2008 at 1:16 p.m. – McCombs 

Center – Report taken for theft. Investi-
gation continues.

02/14/2008 at 12:28 a.m. – Lot 19 – Re-
port taken for violation of drinking age 
law. Audrey Hanlon was issued a cita-
tion (General Sessions) and Michelle 
Thompson was referred to Student 
Affairs.

02/14/2008 at 1:23 a.m. – Moody St. 

– Citation issued to Amanda Lykins for 
driving on a suspended license (Gen-
eral Sessions).

02/14/2008 at 3:27 a.m. – Lee St. 

– Arrest made and citations issued to 

Andrew Hanks for underage drinking 
(General Sessions) and DUI.

02/14/2008 at 1:59 a.m. – Lot 19 – Cita-
tion issued to Bradley Williams for vio-
lation of the registration law (Martin 
Municipal Court).

02/14/2008 at 10:55 a.m. – Fine Arts 

– Report taken for lost property.

02/14/2008 at 11:30 a.m. – University 
Center – Report taken in reference to 
animals on campus. Referred to Stu-
dent Affairs.

02/14/2008 at 6:11 p.m. – Lot 10 – Re-
port taken for an accident involving 
two vehicles.

02/15/2008 at 2:24 a.m. – Ellington Hall 

– Report taken for a medical assist. 
Subject refused transport to the hospi-
tal.

02/15/2008 at 9:40 a.m. – Maintenance 

Center – Report taken for lost property.

02/15/2008 at 4:41 p.m. – Gooch Hall 

– Report taken for lost property.

recommendation will be 
delivered to the 30-mem-
ber accrediting council on 
May 3 in Virginia. Only 
after that meeting will the 
department know if it has 
been fully approved for 
reaccreditation.

“This six-year process is 
a total team effort, and I 
personally want to thank 
everyone who works hard 
each day to make this hap-
pen,” Nanney said. “The 
students are the ultimate 
winners. The value of their 

degree is ultimately under-
scored, and we are hopeful 
that this site team recom-
mendation will be upheld 
at the two national levels of 
review.”

ACEJMC: Continued from Page 4

University—with about 
3,700 students—since 2005, 
Burgraff has been honored 
for authoring several key 
grants, including a $1 mil-
lion grant for a national 
student retention program.

Burgraff has worked 
at Kutztown University, 
Marshall University and 
Southern West Virginia 
Community and Technical 
College.

She received her doctor-
ate in 1995 in higher edu-
cation administration from 
West Virginia University.

“You will never hear me 
tell faculty how to teach 
a class,” Burgraff said, 

describing her leadership 
style.

The university should 
work in tandem with the 
city of Martin, she said, 
mentioning that a rural 
campus has an obligation 
to serve its environment.

“A university is a commu-
nity of scholars,” Burgraff 
said. “But we should also 
be scholars in the com-
munity. … Martin, Tenn., 
should benefit from having 
the university here.”

Budgeting—which she 
said was another strength—
should be data-driven and 
objective, she said.

“There should be some 

formula for the equitable 
distribution of resources,” 
Burgraff said. “If we have 
faculty wondering why 
one department gets more 
money than another, I can 
point to the objective for-
mula.”

Giving faculty more 
opportunities for profes-
sional development—and 
paying for it—is one way 
of retaining strong faculty 
and minorities, she said.

As dean at Southwest 
Minnesota, Burgraff allo-
cated $30,000 for faculty 
professional development 
and for travel to confer-
ences.

Burgraff: Continued from Cover

be cavalier and allow UT 
Martin to be a leader.”

He said the similari-
ties between UTM and 
Southern Utah—both are 
in rural areas and have 
similar enrollment—allow 
him to be well-prepared for 
leading Academic Affairs 
here.

Recruiting a strong, 
diverse faculty is among 
his top priorities.

“My personal approach 
and philosophy is to be a 
little more aggressive,” he 
said. “You have to pay a 
competitive salary, offer 
good work conditions and 
an appropriate work load.”

Ornes said he would con-

sider buying a list of recent 
Ph.D. graduates—thus 
“increasing your odds of 
getting someone to come 
here.”

He said satellite campus-
es pose a unique challenge 
for UTM, but one he’s pre-
pared to confront.

“If they don’t do it at 
UT Martin,” Ornes said, 
“they’ll do it somewhere 
or they’ll find it on the 
Internet.”

But Ornes also said the 
university should keep its 
academic standards high—
something he said the lot-
tery scholarship could 
threaten.

“I think it is appropriate 

to ask what percentage of 
your students get A’s, B’s, 
C’s, D’s, F’s,” he said. “In 
all the things that we do, 
we have to be able to be 
proud of our students, our 
teaching performance, our 
faculty scholarship.”

He compared the uni-
versity’s growth with the 
biological idea of carry-
ing capacity—the theory 
that an ecosystem can only 
support so many organ-
isms competing for limited 
resources—and said, “Part 
of my job is to be watchful 
to know where our carry-
ing capacity is. If we say 
all growth is good, that’s a 
recipe for disaster.”

Ornes: Continued from Cover

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) —
Two laptop computers con-
taining personal informa-
tion about 320,000 donors 
to Lifeblood, the Memphis 
region’s blood bank, have 
gone missing and are pre-
sumed stolen, officials said 
Wednesday.

The laptops were used 
during mobile blood drives 
and contain donor names, 
contact information, blood 
types, gender, ethnicity, 
and — for most — Social 
Security numbers.

Lifeblood officials say the 
computers were double-
password protected and it 
is unlikely that potential 
thieves could access the 
information on them. No 
medical information was 
kept on the laptops.

The computers were first 
reported missing to man-
agement on Jan. 4, said 
Jennifer Balink, Lifeblood’s 
senior director of donor 
relations.

There was no evidence 

of a break-in at the office, 
where the computers were 
stored in a room on the sec-
ond floor where employ-
ees need security badges 
to enter.

When an exhaustive inter-
nal investigation failed to 
turn up the computers, she 
said, the bank decided to 
notify donors going back to 
1990 that their information 
could be compromised. The 
news was not made public 
until all the donors could 
be contacted first.

“We don’t what hap-
pened,” she said. “Since 
there was no outside break-
in, our first focus was inter-
nal. We were hopeful that 
we could recover them and 
have an answer to the mys-
tery and that did not yield 
results.”

Memphis Police are 
investigating and the bank 
has offered reward of up 
to $10,000 for information 
leading to the computers’ 
recovery.

Donors to the service 
were encouraged to check 
with credit-monitoring 
agencies to prevent identity 
theft. Assistance paying for 
credit monitoring will be 
considered on a case-by-
case basis, Balink said.

Since the incident, Balink 
said the bank has moved a 
security camera to directly 
film the door to the storage 
room, has restricted badge 
access for workers and 
installed software to track 
their computers remotely.

The not-for-profit blood 
service collects about 
55,000 units of blood a year 
to cover West Tennessee 
and parts of Mississippi, 
Arkansas and Missouri.

___
Lifeblood: http://www.

lifeblood.org/
Federa l  Trade 

Commission’s ID Theft 
site: http://www.ftc.gov/
bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/
idtheft/idt04.shtm

Lifeblood laptops with personal info stolen

High, who resigned 
abruptly from UT Martin 
in 2005 to take a job with 
the University of Tennessee 
system.

During her last year at 
UTM, High was paid 
$123,200 and had a cell 
phone allowance, univer-
sity records show.

The first round of searches 
ended with Leroy Durant’s 
selection in April 2006, but 
he turned down the job.

The search was suspend-
ed while the university 
sought a chancellor to suc-
ceed Nick Dunagan, who 
retired in 2007.

Before working at Central 
Connecticut, Toston was 
dean of student life and 
development at Maryville 
University of St. Louis.

Toston has also worked 
in minority retention, aca-
demic enrichment, coun-
seling and assessment.

Improving students’ 
quality of life through data-
driven decisions is what 
makes Toston stand apart, 
she said in an interview 
while on campus.

She also said constant 
contact with students cou-
pled with an enrollment 
management program—
creating the right balance 
between new and graduat-
ing students—helps boost 
graduation rates, some-
thing Toston said UTM can 
benefit from.

“Improving the quality 
of live, creating a vibrant 
learning, living community 
will always be at the top of 
my agenda,” Toston said.

Toston will replace 
Interim Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs Steve 
Vantrease, who said Toston 
will be a “great asset” to 
the campus.

“I was really excited 

about what she’s done with 
enrollment management 
and intervention in serv-
ing students in distress,” 
Vantrease said. “She was 
one of the candidates we 
as a division thought very 
highly of.”

But Toston will have to 
confront some challeng-
es when she takes over, 
Vantrease said, among them 
being miscommunication 
among campuses within 
the University of Tennessee 
system and how the uni-
versity delivers services to 
off-campus centers.

Toston earned her doctor-
ate in higher education lead-
ership from the University 
of Mississippi in 1994, and 
she has a certificate in man-
agement and leadership in 
education from Harvard.

She has also had train-
ing in critical incident and 
security management.

Toston: Continued from Cover

faculty member to grow in 
their discipline,” he said.

Budgeting is another key 
area Beck said he’s comfort-
able with.

“The way legislatures 
work, growth will always 
come first and then the 
funding,” Beck said in an 
interview with The Pacer. 
“There’s a definite cart-
and-horse problem.”

He said reallocating 
resources to get the most 
revenue out of the pro-
grams UTM already excels 
in—like summer school, 
dual credit and satellite 
campuses—is necessary to 
keep the university ahead 
of the funding.

In response to students’ 

concerns, Beck also pro-
posed a an idea to involve 
all UT system schools by 
establishing a core transfer 
curriculum, which a stu-
dent could complete at any 
UT school and then transfer 
without losing any credit.

Beck said his leadership 
style is of “very open com-
munication.”

“If you have a decision 
coming down the line, it’s 
nice to be prepared,” Beck 
said.

He said communication, 
collaboration and consen-
sus should be at the center 
of any successful academic 
affairs program.

Beck currently holds the 
position of Associate Vice 

President for Academic 
and Student Affairs at 
Angelo State University in 
San Angelo, Texas, a posi-
tion he has held since July 
2001. This position involves 
authority of the university’s 
recruitment and retention 
efforts, along with enroll-
ment management, includ-
ing admissions and finan-
cial aid.

Beck earned his doctorate 
in musical arts in perfor-
mance and pedagogy from 
the University of Iowa in 
1989.

___
A&E Editor David 

Hampton contributed to 
this report.

Beck: Continued from Cover

MURFREESBORO, Tenn. 
(AP) — Middle Tennessee 
State University says per-
sonal information of more 
than 1,500 students may 
have been stolen from a 
laptop.

University spokesman 
Tom Tozer says a professor 
left a laptop computer con-
taining names and Social 
Security numbers unat-

tended in the journalism 
school about two weeks 
ago, and an unknown per-
son is believed to have used 
the machine to send spam 
e-mails.

The university sent out 
letters to past and pres-
ent students this week to 
notify them as a precaution 
that their personal informa-
tion may have been stolen. 

Tozer says the university 
has no evidence that the 
file was accessed.

Officials urged students 
to place a fraud alert on 
their credit report and gave 
information about a free 
service that requests credi-
tors to verify identity before 
authorizing new accounts.

More than 1,500 student identities at risk 
after laptop swiped from Middle Tennessee St.
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NYC native plays BDx alongside local favorite Old Haul
Nicole Davidson

Pacer Writer

Martin’s own BDx Cof-
fee House offers a special 
blend of artistic expres-
sion, attracting musicians 
and artists from across the 
nation and nearby.

Last Saturday at BDx 
Coffee House, folk sing-
er/songwriter Richard 
Thorne opened for eclec-
tic local group Old Haul. 
The New York City native 
hand-picked BDx Coffee to 
be the starting point of his 
regional tour throughout 
the Mid-South and East 
Coast.

“When I play at a bar, it’s 
like being a human juke-
box,” Thorne said. “The 
kids that come to places 
like this come specifically 
to enjoy the music and the 
laid back atmosphere. Ven-
ues like coffee shops are 
places where people are 
more open and more will-
ing to listen.”

Thorne has been involved 
in music since he was a 

child, but he began his ca-
reer in theatre and dance. 
New York’s anti-folk senti-
ment prevented him from 
being able 
to establish 
a musical 
career in the 
Big Apple. 
As a result, 
playing in 
Martin was 
an ideal op-
p or t u n i t y 
for expo-
sure in re-
gions of the 
country that 
might be 
more wel-
coming to his folk sound. 

With the University pro-
viding a wider and more 
diverse demographic, 
more musicians like Rich-
ard Thorne are recogniz-
ing Martin’s potential for 
providing an open-minded 
group. 

“I like to have a college 
audience absorbing many 
different forms of expres-
sion,” he said. “It’s good to 

have a more universal au-
dience, and BDx provided 
a space for that.”

Thorne’s solo perfor-
m a n c e 
b r o u g h t 
to ge t h e r 
v a r i o u s 
types of 
listeners, 
from the 
young to 
the old. 
T hor ne’s 
minimal-
ist style, 
with gui-
tar and 
v o c a l s 
only, pre-

ceded Old Haul’s large 
folk group style creating a 
unique variety within two 
hours of music.

The local favorite, Old 
Haul, featuring six mem-
bers all homegrown in 
West Tennessee, was wel-
coming to the idea of play-
ing with the traveling folk 
singer. 

“We’re open to playing 
with any artist, from any-

where in the world,” said 
Old Haul banjo player 
Kyle Stout of Greenfield, 
Tenn.  The friend and fam-
ily oriented group have 
been playing at BDx Cof-
fee since last summer, and 
their audience has grown 
as a result.

“We always have a great 
audience whenever we play 
at BDx,” band members 
said. “We look forward to 
it every time.” 

Richard Thorne’s next 
stop will be at the Down-
town Tavern in Jackson, 
Tenn. on Feb. 19th. Old 
Haul will next be perform-
ing a benefit show at BDx 
Coffee House on March 
22. 

If any aspiring musi-
cians are interested, BDx 
is online at www.myspace.
com/baroquedxcoffee and 
can be contacted at 731-
588-2900.

___
Technical Editor Charlie Mc-
Intosh contributed to this re-
port.

UTM student brings blues you can use
LaToya Brent
Pacer Writer

UT Martin’s hip-hop talent, previously 
sheltered, is ready to come to the light.  
One of its beams is shining bright in junior 
broadcasting major Scott Dewaters, known 
to many as Freddy Wycheck.

Wycheck’s CD, “Bootleg Blues,” is eclec-
tic in form and surely worth checking out. 
He incorporates a vast array of musical 
instrumentation and styles. Being influ-
enced heavily by jazz, blues and some un-
derground hip-hop, he has a unique style 
that shows creativity and passion for the 
art of music. 

With a wide range of influences includ-
ing The Muse, Lupe Fiasco, Jay-Z, Nas and 
jazz artists Arturo Sandoval and Miles Da-
vis, it’s no wonder “Bootleg Blues” proudly 
boasts guitars, pianos, hip-hop beats, cho-
ral hooks and real lyrics that can be felt by 
those willing to take the time to listen to 
the words and understand who this artist 
is.

Track one, holding the same title as 
the album, drops rhymes that pray for a 
change in the current conditions of hip-
hop. While listening to this intro track it 
becomes evident that the CD has potential. 
The disc goes on to imply that Wycheck is 
dedicating himself to delivering a higher 
standard of hip-hop, and not having his 
music commercialized or to sell-out for a 
record label.

Tracks like “I’m Back” and “Like That” 
let the audience know that they will feel 
“Bootleg Blues.” These tracks talk about 
Wycheck’s skills, how he has no fear in mu-
sic and how he’s in the middle of nowhere, 
Martin, Tenn., creating a revolution of 
sound. In this collection of songs this artist 
makes sure to remember the people who 
have been there for him. He collaborates 
with friends and humbly gives shout-outs 
to those who have made a difference in his 
life and his music. He has people that have 
touched his life in some way that are from 
different places and he doesn’t leave them 

hanging on “Where I’m From,” which has 
a “rep your city” vibe.

Wycheck says that his girlfriend Catrina 
Rose has been his biggest inspiration. She 
has a vocal portion on track 5, simply titled 
“You”.  This song tells of difficulties in a 
relationship that survives because of true 
love. Anyone involved in a relationship 
could relate to this song. The lyrics are just 
that real.

The unique style of “Bootleg Blues” holds 
its own and tracks like “Say Whatchya 
Wanna Say” prove that the artist is in con-
trol. He said that people can be who they 
want to be and do what they want to do be-
cause he is definitely going to be himself. 
This attitude of individuality also comes 
forth in the bonus track in which Wycheck 
says he writes every chance he gets and 
that he has notebooks full of material.

The album title may be confusing to 
some, but Freddy Wycheck breaks it down 
into graspable terms.  He says that “Boot-
leg” refers to the fact that he is making mu-
sic on a budget. This album was produced 
and recorded in his home studio. The qual-
ity of the CD does not allude to this fact. 
He chose “Blues” because blues music is 
among his biggest inspirations, as well as 
jazz.

Wycheck said that he hopes to do an on-
campus performance in the near future.  
Meanwhile, check out the CD and the art-
ist at www.myspace.com/fredwycheck.

“It’s good to have
 a more universal 
audience, and 
BDx provided a 
space for that.”

- Richard Thorne
Folk singer/songwriter

A&E
Writers Wanted

Word up.
pacer_features@utm.edu

Hypnotist slated to captivate minds at Martin
LoEva Jackson

Pacer Writer

A world renown hypno-
tist will take over the UT 
Martin campus soon. 

Not really, but Dale K will 
be performing in Watkins 
Auditorium on Thursday, 
Feb. 21, at 9:09 p.m. Dale K, 
a comedian/hypnotist has a 
touring series that is based 
around hypnotizing his au-
dience members. 

Volunteers from the audi-
ence are asked to participate 
in each event that interests 
them. So, every student that 
attends the show on Thurs-
day night will also have the 
opportunity to be a part of 
the act. 

Dale K’s shows include 
trances, humans clucking 
like chickens and many 
other acts that bring out 
the “best” of an individual. 
Dale K suggests that hyp-
nosis is simply the power 
of suggestion that consist of 
mind “motivation,” rather 
than mind “control.” 

So, do you have the desire 
to find out just what your 
inner personality consists 
of? If so, come out Thursday 
night and show the world 
just what you are made for.

___
On the Net:
www.dalek.com

After the show
Also, after the comedy/

hypnosis show, SAC will be 

showing a free preview of 
the movie “Jumper,” which 
will be showing at the local 
Martin movie theatre, Cine’. 
The time of the showing is 
11 p.m., and the movie pre-
sentation is free to all stu-
dents with student ID.

Don’t feel like getting 
your hands dirty?

visit:
www.utmpacer.com

Same news,
less ink stains
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Finding a way using the web

From the Geek Corner

Heather Peterson

Pacer Writer

This weeks website of the 
week is www.musicovery.
com, a free site for you to 
listen to music based on 
your mood and the genre 
of music you like.   It is set 
up for you to choose either 
positive or dark and either 
energetic or calm.  

You click on your mood 
and it starts playing music 
based on that.  It shows 
the album cover and has 
links for you to buy it from 
Amazon or eBay.  If the 
music selection is too broad, 
you can narrow your search 
by genre and decade.  This 
site is completely free and 
isn’t cluttered with tons of 
ads, just one on the sidebar.

What makes this such 
a good site is because it 
selects music based on 
your mood, so instead of 
creating a playlist on your 
iTunes or media player it 
does everything for you.  It 
is also a great way to find 
new music you might not 
have previously heard of.

It has an option for you 
to register with the site still 
free for basic service, if you 
register, you can mark songs 
you like and ban others.  

You could also become a 
premium member, which 
would allow you to have 
access to all the songs you 
marked as your favorite.  
The service is four dollars a 
month.  Unlike other music 
sites, you never have to 
register with them you can 
listen all the time with out 
ever joining.  The only thing 
is if you never register, you 
can’t pick favorites or ban 
ones you dislike.

I really liked this site 
because I was able to find 
new bands that I had never 
heard of and some I never 
would have thought I 
enjoyed.  Another thing that 
I found enjoyable is that you 
can tweak the levels so if 
you set your mood as dark 
but the music wasn’t fitting 
your mood you could keep 
dropping it down until you 
found something that better 
suited your mood.  You can 
adjust the levels from calm 
to energetic.

If the site really appeals to 
you, there is an option where 
you can add the program to 
your cell phone.  It however 
seems to be limited to only 
certain models of Nokia 
phones.

 On the net:
www.musicovery.com

www.musicovery.com

Jon-Michael 

St. Amant

Technology 
columnist 

Search engines like 
Google and Yahoo 

receive countless of que-
ries each day from people 
wanting to know about 
something. Don’t tell our 
professors, but for many of 
us here in college Google 
is a valuable researching 
tool used to gather infor-
mation about a particular 
topic. It is certainly not 
news that search engines 
have an essential part of 
our web-based world, but 
can be used for higher pur-
poses than learning the 
latest news about Brittany 
Spears.

This week the technology 
section includes a blend of 
stories relating 
to doing things 
easier online. 
Whether it is 
learning how 
to make some-
thing yourself 
instead of buy-
ing an expen-
sive factory 
made prod-
uct, or finding 
ways to save 
money on dif-
ferent products by using 
online resources, the inter-
net is rich in resources just 
waiting to be used

Far too often we pigeon-
hole our use of the Internet. 
We check Facebook or look 
up cliff notes on Google, 
and never really utilize the 
vast amounts of knowledge  
that the web holds. It all 
boils down to motivation 
and incentive. 

Students will spend a 
small fortune on books at 
local book stores instead 
of buying texts cheaply 
online. Why do people do 
this? Is it the wait or the 
small risk involved? I tend 
to believe that there is more 

to this than meets the eye. 
People are going to do 

what they are going to do 
and tradition and routine 
run rampantly amongst 
students, but if there is 
any advice I could ever 
give with this column I 
would suggest simply that 
one step out of the box to 
discover ways of making 
their lives easier using the 
resources not only online, 

but provided 
technology.

I challenge 
everyone to 
take a look 
around the 
web. Chances 
are any thing 
you are buying 
can be found 
more cheaply 
and anything 
you want can 
be made using 
your own skills 

and house hold items. The 
web is there for just this 
sort of information, so use 
it and enjoy it. Google is 
great for researching topics 
but they don’t always have 
to be mundane subjects or 
pertaining to class work 
and normal school assign-
ments. 

The tech section constant-
ly tries to provide an ave-
nue of knowledge about the 
ways in which students can 
use the technology around 
us to improve the quality 
of their lives. This week’s 
section is a prefect example 
of just that. Enjoy.

“Far too often we 
pigeon-hole our use 
of the internet. We 
check Facebook or 
look up cliff notes 

on Google, and 
never really utilize 
the vast amounts of 
knowledge that the 

web holds.”

theTechnophile
  • E-mail: pacer_tech@utm.eduwww.utmpacer.com

Connec
ting UTM 

to the

connec
ted world.

Charlie McIntosh, Tech Editor

Textbook battle: the best spots for the best bargain
Katie Mercuri

Pacer Writer

The hassle of buying 
textbooks each year is hard 
to understand. Why does 
a book that costs $16 one 
semester get a price hike to 
$30 the next?  Each year it 
seems the costs of textbooks 
are rising. More and more 
student are going online to 
find a better deal.

A Google search finds 
133 million results for 
textbooks. In a world of 
“deals,” which places really 
have what students are 
looking for?

Word of mouth has 
educated students on the 
best way to buy textbooks. 
Web sites like BigWords.
com have made the online 
textbook buying experience 
much easier. BigWords’ 
slogan is “Protecting the 
universe from high textbook 
prices since the dawn of 
time.” The site takes some 
of the frustration out of 
textbooks and a little bit of 
humor at the same time. 

Humor can be found 
in unexpected places at 
BigWords.com. They offer a 
list of actual big words for 
the customer’s enjoyment. 
Browsing the site is amusing 
and easy to do.

The site does not sell 
any products, but rather 
searches the more well 

known textbook sites for 
the user. Tell the Uber-BOT, 
the BigWords.com mascot, 
which books users want 
and as the site searches 
for textbooks, the site tells 
some pretty funny jokes on 
a “loading screen.”

The search engine finds 
the best price on one site 
and the lowest prices from a 
combination of sites. Along 
with finding the lowest 
prices online, they seek 
out promotion codes and 
discounts on the site for a 
few more bucks off. 

BigWords.com does not 
just search for new and used 
books, but also everything 
students want from cigars 
and tobacco accessories, 
sheet music and perfumes, 
and colognes.  Just check it 
out and experience the fun.

Debbie Zimmerle, a 
senior political science 
major from Chapel Hill, 
Tenn., has been buying her 
textbooks online through 
sites like Amazon and Half.
com for the last two years. 
The biggest hassle for her is 
books being back ordered 
and having to wait for 
books to be shipped.

“The positives of ordering 
online definitely outweigh 
the alternatives,” Zimmerle 
said.

Online purchasing is 
not the only way to get 
the textbooks students 

need. The UTM Bookstore 
is keeping up with local 
and online competitors by 
offering convenience and 
unique merchandise to 
students.

Bookstore manager Sam 
Covington knows that 
students are going to go 
where they can find their 
books for the cheapest 
price. The bookstore 
offers price matching with 
other bookstores in town. 
According to Covington, 
they cannot keep up with 
the prices offered online, so 
they resort to selling other 
products to keep students 
coming back for more. The 
bookstore can even order 
books other than textbooks 
such as literary books for 
students, saving them the 
shipping costs.

Peace of mind brings 
students back to the 
bookstore, Covington said. 
“Students know they are 
getting what the instructor 
requires.”

Covington also said she 
believes the experience of 
shopping on campus is 
attractive to students. 

Because of a state law 
passed this summer all 
facility are required to 
inform the bookstore of 
books they wish to assign 
to their class. The bookstore 
then e-mails the teachers 
back with new and used 

prices. One hundred 
percent of the professors are 
required to approve of the 
prices before the bookstore 
can place their orders for 
the upcoming semester. 
Another stipulation of the 
new law states that the 
bookstore must display the 
ISBN of all textbooks on 
their Web site. 

Textbooks are expensive 
no matter where students 
buy them. Some tips for 
having a euphoric textbook 
buying experience: Don’t 
buy from the first place you 
find. Shop around and you 
will be more likely to find 
a good deal. Do not wait 
until a week before classes 
to start buying your books – 
you will be sad when some 
of them are on backorder 
and you have a wait for the 
entire order because of a 
copy of “Frankenstein”. Try 
to sell back to the bookstore 
because they use the savings 
from used textbooks and in 
turn save students money.

Take the chance of buying 
a book online, and you 
might just be pleasantly 
surprised. If you find that 
it is more hassle than it is 
worth, then go to the local 
bookstore.

Next semester, get out 
there and buy some over-
priced books.

How to create your own authentic photography studio
Matt Cook

Executive Editor

University Photographer 
Trevor Ruszkowski has 
come a long way since he 
took his first pictures on his 
dad’s camera.

Ruszkowski, who now 
shoots campus events 
ranging from athletic 
games to alumni receptions, 
said his photographic 
beginnings were humble.

“There was a beaver in 
our neighborhood pond, so 
I grabbed my dad’s camera. 
And that’s how I got my 
start,” Ruszkowski said.

Ruszkowski now shoots 
in a studio that is about 
twice the floor space of his 
small office, both lined with 
some of his best campus 
shots, and has two student 

workers to assist with the 
busy schedule at UTM.

Studio photography has 
its advantages over ambient 
light, Ruszkowski said.

“Studios are handy 
because you don’t have 
to worry about weather,” 
Ruszkowski said. “You can 
set stuff up without having 
to take it down right away. 
When [photographing] a 
product, you shoot it, load 
it on a computer and if you 
need to come back to it you 
don’t have to go set it up 
again.”

Students interested in 
photography should be 
warned that setting up a 
studio is not an easy or 
cheap endeavor.

Lights and floor space 
are generally the most 
expensive and most difficult 

aspects of starting a studio. 
Ruszkowski said that four 
new lights and two power 
supplies recently installed 
in the Elam Center cost 
between $3,000 and $4,000.

A good size studio was 
40 feet square with 15 to 20 
feet ceilings, he said.

For students living on 
campus or on a tight budget, 
there are ways around 
paying thousands of dollars 
to take good photos while 
still in college. 

Light kits with a 
couple lights, stands and 
umbrellas (for reflecting 
light onto the subject) are 
available through online 
camera specialty stores and 
Amazon.com for around 
$400, but price frequently 
reflects quality when it 
comes to lights.

Ruszkowski said that 
do-it-yourself type people 
can save a lot of money by 
constructing their own light 
boxes.

“For some of our studio 
lights, we built boxes out 
of plywood and put in 
fluorescent bulbs that cost 
around $125,” Ruszkowski 
said.

Backdrops and 
specialized lights can be 
secondary purchases, after 
basic lights. 

Ruszkowski’s final piece 
of advice was to master 
photography using sunlight 
before setting up a studio.

“If you can’t shoot it 
outside, you can’t shoot it 
inside,” Ruszkowski said. 
“Lights inside basically 
replicate what is outside.”

average savings*
1 book  $45.06 cheaper (46%)
2 books  $87.19 cheaper (48%)
3 books  $123 cheaper (51%)
4 books  $154 cheaper (50%)

*based on current data from our log files, retail price 
vs the best price we found, including shipping and 
promotions.

Big Words Savings

Source: www.bigwords.com
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Rifle team comes up short at NCAA Sectionals
Emily Yocum

Pacer Writer

The UT Martin rifle team 
finished their season over 
the weekend in the NCAA 
Sectionals at the University 
of Mississippi with under-
achieving results.

Coach Bob Beard was 
hoping for a combined 
smallbore and air rifle total 
score of 4500, but the team 
came up just short.

“We ended up 17 points 
below the score that I was 
hoping they would shoot. 
Overall, I am disappoint-
ed because we shot below 
our average, and because 
I know that we can shoot 
better than that. Our score 
of 4483 will probably come 
close to the top twenty 
in the nation, but a 4500 
would have guaranteed it” 
Beard said.

Two other teams that com-
peted against the Skyhawks, 
Jacksonville State and 
Murray State, also had a 
hard time at the Sectionals, 
and will not be going to the 
NCAA Championships as 
expected.

The Sectional match was 
the last match of the season 
for the Skyhawks, and the 
last match in the collegiate 
careers of seniors Wrenda 

Curd and Emily Yocum.
Curd and Yocum had one 

similar personal goal going 
into their last match. They 
both wanted to shoot a ten 
on the last shot of their col-
lege shooting careers.

“I was concentrating 
hard just to shoot a ten and 
end my career on a good 
note. It took me three tries 
just to get the shot off, and 
I made the perfect shot,” 
Curd said.

Curd shot a 533 in small-
bore and a 554 in air rifle, 
and Yocum shot a 547 in 
smallbore and a 560 in air 
rifle.

Heather Tillson, Kellie 
Zurowski and Robbie 
Burrows were squadded in 
both guns for the Sectional. 
Tillson fired a 561 in small-
bore and a 582 in air rifle, 
Burrows fired a 558 in 
smallbore and a 553 in air 
rifle and Zurowski fired a 
562 in smallbore and a 573 
in air rifle. 

Curd was squadded as 
the fourth person in small-
bore, and she fired a score 
of 533. Squadded as the 
fourth person in air rifle, 
freshman Kaitlin Chaffin 
fired a 563.

Even though the season 
was disappointing in the 
end, Tillson has a positive 

outlook for next season.
“We had a great season 

with a lot of triumphs and 
tribulations, and we all had 
a lot of fun together this 

year. Next August though, 
we will be ready to com-
pete again and do even 
better than before,” Tillson 
said.

Wrenda Curd and Emily Yocum pose after their last 

collegiate rifle match in the NCAA Sectionals at the 

University of Mississippi on Saturday. (Pacer Photo/

Heather Tillson)

Union softball team practices at UTM after devastating tornado
Matthew Maxey

Heather Scarano

UTM Athletic 
Communications

As they made their way 
outside from makeshift 
first-floor bathroom bun-
kers, members of Union 
University’s softball team 
were unprepared for the 
scene upon them.

At first it was too dark 
to see, but their ears told 
enough of the story for 
them to understand. Their 
much-cherished and close-
knit community was in 
utter disarray. Car alarms 
sounded off from every 
corner of the campus. 
Panicked voices called out 
into the darkness, “Are you 
okay? Is anyone hurt?”

Then, as rescue crews 
arrived with sirens scream-
ing, the emergency vehicles’ 
rotating red bulbs revealed 
the rest of the story: 40 per-
cent of the campus’s build-
ings destroyed, another 40 
percent badly damaged, 51 
students rushed to the hos-
pital and close to 85 percent 
of cars on campus wrecked 
or totaled.

The 14-member softball 
team had been spread 
across three different dor-
mitory buildings the night 
of Tuesday, Feb. 5, when an 
F-4 tornado with winds of 
up to 260 mph decimated 
their Jackson, Tenn. cam-
pus. When the players 
emerged from the rubble 
of their dorms, their imme-
diate thoughts centered 
on their friends and team-
mates.

Once they learned every-
one was safe, their minds 
moved to other questions. 
“Will I still be able to grad-
uate in May? What about 
our season? Will we even 
have a softball season?”

The scene was much more 
subdued Sunday night, 52 
miles to the north, as the 
softball team, together for 
the first time since the tor-
nado, piled out of a line of 
cars in front of Browning 
Hall, on the campus of the 
University of Tennessee at 
Martin.

“It was so sad to see them 
get out of those cars with 
their Union University 
pullovers on, some of them 
in their own cars, some of 
them in cars they’d rented,” 
said Debbie Dane, wife of 
Phil Dane, the director of 
athletics at UT Martin.

The Danes met first-year 

Union head softball coach 
Heather Hall and her team 
at Browning Hall to help 
them unload and move in. 
They also gave each play-
er a welcome basket filled 
with goodies — Gatorade, 
granola bars, popcorn, toi-
letries, boxes of Valentine’s 
Day cards, Frisbees — 
donated by members of the 
UT Martin athletics depart-
ment, housing staff and the 
Danes’ church, the First 
Baptist Church in Martin.

“When I knew the girls 
were coming to campus I 
thought we needed to get 
some welcome baskets to 
roll out the red carpet for 
them,” Debbie said.

Union coach Heather Hall 
said, “I had to try and find 
a place where everybody 
could be together, because 
I really wanted everybody 
to be together so we could 
not just start practices 
because that’s really sec-
ondary, but just be together 
as a team and a group and 
kind of reconnect. I knew 
they would be a good sup-
port system for each other 
because they all had been 
through something really 
traumatic.”

Hall had been a graduate 
assistant softball coach at 
UT Martin for two years 
before landing the job at 
Union. She continued to 
live in Martin and most of 
her connections were still 
in the Martin area. Hall 
began working those con-
nections almost as soon as 
she knew all her players 
were okay.

“That was my major con-

cern, making sure everyone 
was okay and accounted 
for,” says Hall.

The tornado struck Union 
at about 7 p.m.; it wasn’t 
until after 10 p.m. that Hall 
learned all her players were 
unhurt.

“I wanted to cry, but I 
just had to get in touch 
with everybody, so I just 
headed for my phone and 
started calling all the girls 
and making sure they were 
all safe,” she said.

Hall had watched the 
drama unfold on TV from 
her home in Martin.

“It was a really horrible 
feeling of being helpless. I’m 
all the way here, everyone’s 
down there,” she said.

Initially Hall had 
arranged for her team to 
stay in a four-bedroom 
rental house in Dresden. 
Then on Friday she called 
her former employer to see 
about getting some practice 
time in the Elam Center for 
her team.

Phil Dane and Gina 
McClure, director of cam-
pus recreation, marked 
off time in the gym the 
following week for Hall’s 
team. With the help of 
Phyllis Hammer, campus 
recreation’s administrative 
assistant, they also began 
collecting items Hall had 
mentioned she would need 
for the house — beds, a TV 
and toilet paper.

Still brainstorming over 
the weekend about how he 
could help Hall and pro-
vide her team with every-
thing they needed, Dane 
says his wife Debbie sug-

gested looking into dorm 
rooms on campus. The 
dorm rooms would be fully 
furnished, give the team 
more space and be much 
more convenient for getting 
back and forth to practice. 
Dane immediately called 
UT Martin’s housing direc-
tor Earl Wright, who said 
he had seven rooms avail-
able in Browning Hall.

Since Sunday night, the 
Union softball team has 
stayed in Browning Hall, 
eaten in UT Martin’s din-
ing hall and conducted 
workouts and practices in 
UT Martin’s athletic facili-
ties.

“I am glad that coach Hall 
felt like she could call on 
her former co-workers for 
help when she needed it,” 
Dane said. “We are more 
than glad to do all we can 
to help coach Hall and the 
Union team while they are 
in need.”

Hall says it has been both 
convenient, and cathartic, 
for her team to be in a uni-
versity setting again. But it 
hasn’t only been UT Martin 
that has helped Hall and 
her team get going again 
this week.

Ken-Tenn Sports in 
Martin donated 14 pairs 
of indoor training shoes to 
the team, most of whom 
didn’t have any shoes to 
practice. Full Count Sports 
Academy, a private base-
ball/softball training facili-
ty in Martin, made time for 
the team to hit in its cages 
throughout the week. The 
City of Martin’s Park and 
Recreation Department also 
offered its softball complex 
and fields for the team to 
practice outdoors.

“The community around 
here in Martin has helped 
tremendously and has 
made this transition so 
much better,” Hall said.

UT Martin head softball 
coach Donley Canary has 
also played a role in wel-
coming the Union softball 
team to campus. The day 
after the tornado struck, he 
called Hall to see if there 
was anything he could 
do to help. This week he 
and his wife Jenny had the 
team over for dinner and 
gave the players socks and 
sweatshirts.

“I’m glad the Union soft-
ball team has been able 
to continue to train and 
practice this week,” Canary 
said. “If you don’t do any-
thing for two weeks you 

lose all of your condition-
ing.”

The Union softball team 
is thankful for the abun-
dance of practice time it has 
had. The Lady Bulldogs’ 
season begins Feb. 21, in 
a home exhibition double-
header against Jackson 
State Community College. 
Serendipitously, the Union 
softball and baseball fields 
were left untouched by the 
tornado. In fact, the tarp 
covering the baseball field 
didn’t even budge.

“After the initial shock 
wore off, we began to think 
of whether or not we would 
have a season,” senior team 
captain Candace Cross said. 
“The athletic facilities were 
some of the only buildings 
on campus not hit. With the 
facilities still being intact, 
we are able to see that we 
could still have a season, 
but that it will still be a dif-
ficult road emotionally.”

Even so, the team is 
feeling positive about the 
upcoming season.

“The storms and what we 
have been through have 
changed the team,” junior 
outfielder Kristen Kirk 
said. “In just this short time 
it has brought us closer. We 
expect it to continue bring-
ing us closer and hopefully 
by the end of the season we 
will be able to look back at 
this as a building point in 
our season. It has definitely 
bonded us together.”

Anything the team might 
face on the field will pale in 
comparison to the adversi-
ties they faced in real life.

That night Kirk, Cross, 
another teammate and 
three friends sat crouched 
on the floor in a first-floor 
bathroom while outside, 
cars were being flipped, 
trees were being flattened 
and buildings were being 
ripped apart. As the tor-
nado touched ground, 
their ears popped, the floor 
rolled and the walls shook.

“It was so loud,” said 
Brittany Burkett, a sopho-
more infielder from Eads, 
Tenn., who was hiding in 
the bathroom of another 
dormitory nearby.

In the bathroom where 
Kirk and Cross sought 
shelter, a two-by-four came 
smashing through the wall 
over the bathtub, just six 
inches above the heads of 
two girls who had huddled 
in the tub.

When all six girls stum-
bled out of the bathroom 

unharmed, broken debris 
and glass littered the floor. 
The living room they had 
just been sitting in was 
gone. The outside wall had 
been torn away, and they 
could see straight outside.

“Nothing we could have 
done could have prevented 
that night from happening 
and only the grace of God 
got us through it safely. He 
spared each of us for a rea-
son and one day we will 
learn what that reason is,” 
Kirk said.

“The grace of God is what 
got us through that night,” 
agrees Cross. “Through 
that experience I learned 
that if you trust him to 
watch over you, he will, 
and that is exactly what he 
did.”

Cross, a nursing stu-
dent from Lebanon, Tenn., 
immediately began help-
ing those she encountered 
with minor injuries, as she 
and the rest of the cam-
pus gathered in the Savage 
Memorial Chapel of the 
Penick Academic Complex.

Cross, along with team-
mate and fellow nursing 
student Michelle Albonetti, 
worked triage in the imme-
diate aftermath and togeth-
er were able to help treat 
more than 25 injured stu-
dents.

The Union softball team 
displayed its grit and brav-
ery that night, strengths 
the team hopes to transfer 
to the diamond this season. 
Hall also hopes to build on 
the team unity and solidar-
ity that has developed in 
the days since the tornado 
struck for a successful 2008 
campaign.

“I think our whole sea-
son is really going to be 
well-focused and driven,” 
Hall said. “It’s a wonder-
ful bunch of 14 girls that 
work together and strive 
for excellence.”

Hall also knows that any 
success her team experi-
ences this season will be 
due in part to the help they 
received from UT Martin 
and the surrounding com-
munity.

“It’s just been a really open 
community in Martin,” 
Hall said. “Everybody has 
helped work around us, 
and has made us feel very 
comfortable.”

“Our success this season 
is going to be success for 
everybody, because every-
body has contributed and 
helped us.”

Union’s Candace Cross practices with the Union 

softball team in the Elam Center. Cross said, “The 

grace of God is what got us through (the night of the 

tornado).” (University Relations/Trevor Ruszkowski)

Men’s basketball 

claims OVC berth
John Summers

Sports Editor

The trio of Lester Hudson, 
Gerald Robinson and 
Marquis Weddle claimed 
individual accolades and 
led the UT Martin men’s 
basketball team to two huge 
victories last week.

Weddle scored 29 points 
and Robinson had 26 points 
and 10 rebounds to lead 
UTM to an 82-79 win at 
Tennessee Tech Thursday 
night.

On Saturday, Hudson 
recorded a triple-double 
to lead the Skyhawks to 
a 98-85 home victory over 
Southeast Missouri State.

Hudson had 26 points, 
12 rebounds and 10 assists 
in the game. He earned 
his fifth Ohio Valley 
Conference newcomer of 
the week award.

Robinson also had anoth-
er double-double in the 
game. The senior scored 26 
points and pulled down 15 
rebounds. He was named 
the OVC player of the 
week.

Weddle chipped in 14 
points and claimed the 

OVC freshman of the week 
honor.

Freshman Benzor 
Simmons continues to show 
improvement each game. 
He scored a career-high 20 
points in the victory.

The Skyhawks are now 
11-8 in the OVC standings 
and 15-14 overall. This sea-
son has already been the 
most successful in a while.

With last week’s two wins, 
the Skyhawks claimed a 
berth in the OVC postsea-
son tournament. They are 
guaranteed at least a fifth-
place finish, and they have 
a chance to finish as high as 
third in the league stand-
ings. In order for this to 
happen, Eastern Kentucky 
and Morehead State will 
have to lose their final 
three games and UTM will 
have to win their final OVC 
match-up. If the Skyhawks 
finish third or fourth in the 
standings, they will host 
a first-round tournament 
game.

The Skyhawks return to 
action at Elon this Saturday. 
They will finish the regular 
season at OVC opponent 
Murray State on March 1.


