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letariat," but "dictatorship*5 does not quite mean
"dictatorship." This is the opposite of the truth. When
a Russian Communist speaks of dictatorship, he means
the word literally, but when he speaks of the proletariat,
he means the word in a Pickwickian sense. He means
the "class-conscious" part of the proletariat, £.*., the
Communist Party.1 He includes people by no means
proletarian (such as Lenin and Tchicherin) who have
the right opinions, and he excludes such wage-earners
as have not the right opinions, whom he classifies as
lackeys of the bourgeoisie. The Communist who sincerely
believes the party creed is convinced that private
property is the root of all evil; he is so certain of this
that he shrinks from no measures, however harsh,
which seem necessary for constructing and preserving
the Communist State. He spares himself as little as he
spares others. He works sixteen hours a day, and fore-
goes his Saturday half-holiday. He volunteers for any
difficult or dangerous work which needs to be done,
such as clearing away piles of infected corpses left by
Kolchak or Denikin. In spite of his position of power
and his control of supplies, he lives an austere life. He
is not pursuing personal ends, but aiming at the
creation of a new social order. The same motives, how-
ever, which make him austere make him also ruthless.
Marx has taught that Communism is fatally pre-
destined to come about; this fits in with the Oriental
traits in the Russian character, and produces a state of
mind not unlike that of the early successors of Mahomet.
Opposition is crushed without mercy, and without
1 See the article "On the role of the Communist Party in the
Proletarian Revolution," in Theses presented to the Second Congress oj
the Communist International, Petwgrad-Moscow, 18 July, 1920—a
valuable work which I possess only in French.
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