THE   PRESENT   CONDITION   OF   RUSSIA
national sentiment in countries long oppressed," and must "con-
sent to certain useful concessions."
The Asiatic policy of the Russian Government was
adopted as a move against the British Empire, and as a
method of inducing the British Government to make
peace. It plays a larger part in the schemes of the
leading Bolsheviks than is realized by the Labour
Party in this country. Its method is not, for the present,
to preach Communism, since the Persian and Hindoos
are considered scarcely ripe for the doctrines of Marx.
It is nationalist movements that are supported by money
and agitators from Moscow. The method of quasi-
independent states under Bolshevik protection is well
understood. It is obvious that this policy affords oppor-
tunities for imperialism, under the cover of propaganda,
and there is no doubt that some among the Bolsheviks
are fascinated by its imperialist aspect. The importance
officially attached to the Eastern policy is illustrated
by the fact that it was the subject of the concluding
portion of Lenin's speech to the recent Congress of the
Third International (July 1920).
Bolshevism, like everything Russian, is partly Asiatic
in character. One may distinguish two distinct trends,
developing into two distinct policies. On the one side
are the practical men, who wish to develop Russia
industrially, to secure the gains of the Revolution
nationally, to trade with the West, and gradually
settle down into a more or less ordinary State. These
men have on their side the fact of the economic ex-
haustion o£*» Russia, the danger of ultimate revolt
against Bolshevism if life continues to be as painful as
it is at present, and the natural sentiment of humanity
that wishes to relieve the sufferings of the people; also
the fact that, if revolutions elsewhere produce a similar
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