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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

An old-school supermarket 
that will soon close in Clin-
ton Hill needs to be replaced 
with a similar joint, and not 
some fancy-schmancy shop for 
white gentrifiers, a state leg-
islator proclaimed on Mon-
day night.

The Key Food on Lafayette 
Avenue between Saint James 
Place and Classon Avenue is 
set to close within the next two 
months in order to make way 
for an eight-story residential 
building. The landlord said 
he will try to bring a super-

market back once the project 
is finished, and state Sen. Vel-
manette Montgomery (D–Clin-
ton Hill) demanded he make 
sure he finds an operator that 
will continue serving neigh-
bors of color, who she claimed 
have different grocery needs 
than whites.

“Supermarkets are an im-
portant part of the community. 
It’s an important amenity, es-
pecially for black and brown 
communities,” she said. “When 
you’re talking about a white 
community, it can be a little 
boutique, because white people 
don’t eat the way we do.”

Her provocative remark went 
un-commented on at a heated 
town-hall meeting in the Ry-
erson Towers, a Mitchell Lama 
co-op complex, convened to up-
date neighbors about the store’s 
closing and its pending rede-
velopment. 

Pressed by news outlets, she 
told CBS2 on Tuesday that she 
“didn’t mean to offend anyone” 
and called her words “an unfor-
tunate statement.” She stopped 
short of apologizing, but said 
she meant that  a smaller, 
higher-priced replacement 
grocery store would not work 
for the largely African-Ameri-

can population of the neighbor-
ing discounted co-op towers, 
which is lower-income and con-
sists of larger families than the 
white population in the neigh-
borhood.

Her office did not respond 
to requests for further com-
ment.

Others in the predominately 
African-American crowd of 
about 100 on Monday night 
saw the loss of the supermar-
ket in racial terms, blaming it 
on gentrification and saying it is 
cutting off a lifeline for seniors 
who, because of their race, de-

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A plan to put tolls on all bridges and tunnels and 
drop the price on existing ones could help ease Brook-
lyn traffic, a respected traffic guru said last week.

The scheme, devised by former Department of 
Transportation deputy commissioner Sam Schwartz, 
also known as Gridlock Sam, with the advocacy 
group Move NY, would levy new tolls on the free 
East River crossings and decrease existing tolls by 
$2.50. One goal is encouraging drivers to use the 
bridges and tunnels that are better connected to the 
highway system. 

The current pricing policy does the opposite, 
Schwartz said on Feb. 19 at a town hall meeting in 
Downtown’s YWCA.

“Our policy is to encourage people to leave the 
highways and go on city streets,” he said.

Keeping cars and trucks on the highways is a 
safety issue, he said.

“On a highway, you do not hit pedestrians. On 
city streets, you do,” Schwartz said.

Another aim for a new pricing structure is the 
$14-billion hole in the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s $32-billion four-year capital bud-
get, a problem Assemblyman Jim Brennan (D–Park 
Slope) calls dire.

“We have a mass-transit funding crisis,” he said 
at the meeting, noting that Albany could authorize 
the transit agency to borrow money, but that would 
drive up subway and bus fares.

The plan would supposedly increase revenue by re-
jiggering the current tolling system, which Schwartz 
calls happenstance, and also streamline the way traf-
fic moves around the city, he said.

The current toll structure charges more for bridges 
and tunnels that lack alternative modes of transpor-
tation, such as the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, which 
currently costs $10.66 for E-ZPass users, while giv-
ing drivers a free ride over spans that are near mass 
transit, such as the Brooklyn Bridge.

Expert: Crossing fees for all, including East River bridges

By Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

The brother of a murdered Williams-
burg landlord may have grown fat off 
government money meant for those who 
cannot afford Brooklyn’s skyrocketing 
rents, and the proof may have surfaced 
while he was trying to evict a low-rent 
tenant in white-hot Bushwick.

Aron “Al” Stark spent nearly two years 
trying to evict a rent-stabilized renter 
in Bushwick, but it backfired this Janu-
ary when, after a three-day trial, Judge 
Marcia Sikowitz nixed the eviction and 
called him “not a credible witness,” say-
ing he had lied in a dizzying array of 
statements to the court, misrepresent-
ing things as basic as his address and 
his children’s ages, as well as his years 
living on public-housing money while 
raking in income from four rental prop-
erties. The city’s Department of Inves-
tigation is now looking into the possi-
ble fraud revealed in court, according 
to a New York City Housing Author-
ity spokeswoman.

Stark collected tens of thousands of 
taxpayer dollars in Section 8 vouchers, 
rent subsidies that allow poor people to 
rent private apartments, and had the city 
Housing Authority send them to his as-
sociate at an upstate house owned by his 
relative, Bushwick tenant Judith Fringo’s 
attorney found. The judge agreed, and 
the lawyer said evidence of the scheme 
destroyed any chance he had of evict-
ing Fringo, a hairstylist and mother of 
two. 

“We got kind of lucky in this case 
in discovering the Section 8 violations, 
which blew up his credibility,” said Sarah 
Robinson, a lawyer with the Legal Aid 
Society.

The saga began in March, 2013 when 

Stark told Fringo he wouldn’t renew her 
lease, saying he wanted to move in — 
one of the few ways landlords can get 
rent-stabilized tenants out without the 
tenant doing something wrong.

During the trial, many problems 
emerged in Stark’s story. The judge 
cites the following:

• Stark said he wanted to move his 
two kids in and send them to Brook-
lyn schools, but he is divorced and the 
kids live with his ex-wife in Rockland 
County. He has made no effort to get 
custody of them.

• The apartment is a railroad-style 
two-bedroom, and Stark hasn’t taken 
any steps to figure out what it would 
take to turn into a three-bedroom with 
a hallway, as he said he planned. When 
asked why his offspring could not live 
on the first or third floor, Stark testi-
fied that the first floor could be bur-
glarized and the third floor is too much 
of a climb.

• Stark claimed that he had lived in the 
basement of Fringo’s building for two 
years leading up to the eviction attempt 
and couldn’t afford anywhere else. In 
fact, he listed his address on Heyward 
Street in Williamsburg on mortgage doc-
uments as late as December, 2013.

• From late 2001 to July, 2013, Stark col-
lected Section 8 on Heyward Street, pay-
ing as little as $46 per month in rent to Ju-
dah Schlessinger through November, 2012, 
according to a New York City Housing 
Authority official’s testimony. Stark said 
he knew Schlessinger from a synagogue 

OH THE 
IRONY!
Judge: Lying landlord lived on 
dole as he tried to evict tenant 

‘White people don’t eat the way we do’
This Clinton Hill politician made that claim, then walked it back

Gravesend Bay was a patchwork of ice floes on Feb. 24 after weeks of frigid weather froze it and parts of the lower harbor into a scene typical 
of the Arctic (or Antarctic). The bay froze solid in 1917, trapping boats and temporarily cutting Coney Island off from coal shipments, which 
were delivered by boat back in those days, according to the New York Times.
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EXCLUSIVE

SLUM DIARY
Reporter recounts renting 
from embattled landlord

Reporter Max Jaeger has the 
lowdown on living in one of Aron 
Stark’s Bushwick buildings — be-
cause he did for a year.

The Brooklyn Bridge and its toll-free East Riv-
er bridge brethren should cost more to drive 
a car over than the currently tolled crossings, 
according to a traffic analyst.
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TOLL-TOLL RECALL

State Sen. Velmanette 
Montgomery did not 
elaborate on how she 
thinks white people eat.
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See IRONIC  on page 9

See FOOD  on page 11

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn, Williamsburg & Greenpoint

The proposal calls for charging drivers traveling 
over the Brooklyn, Manhattan, and Williamsburg 
bridges $5.54 each way with E-ZPass, while reduc-
ing the toll by $2.50 on the crossings that currently 
charge. It also prescribes fees for motorists travel-
ing in Manhattan below 60th Street.

Assemblywoman Jo Anne Simon (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) said avoiding the toll at the Brooklyn-Bat-
tery Tunnel was a habit she picked up as soon as she 
moved to the borough in 1981, and that everyone else 
does the same thing.

“One of the first things I learned was don’t take 
the Battery Tunnel because it’s free to go over the 
Brooklyn Bridge,” she said at the meeting. “The 
bridges have created these wonky traffic patterns 
all around avoiding a toll.”

She added that 50 percent of the traffic Downtown 
is through traffic, and that it should not be so.

Many civic activists were in attendance, as well 
as members of three community boards, and some 
of the area’s business alliances. Their involvement 
does not amount to an endorsement, but it means 
they are all interested in the issue, a leader of a com-
munity group said.

“It’s indicative of how seriously people perceive 
the challenge,” said Gib Veconi, from the Prospect 
Heights Neighborhood Development Council.

The construction boom in the area around Bar-
clays Center will only exacerbate already existing 
congestion there, Veconi said.

“There’s a tremendous amount of development 
here and these projects are adding tens of thousands 
of residents,” he said. “And they are centered around 
some of the busiest, most dangerous streets.”

Bill Harris, a member of Community Board 2’s 
transportation committee, said tolling the free East 
River bridges is the right thing to do. He laments the 
fact that he can drive all the way from Brooklyn to his 
second home upstate and only pay $1.25 in tolls.

“That’s not fair,” Harris said.
See TOLL PLAN  on page 11

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

I lived in a Bushwick apartment owned 
by Al Stark (I would later find out his 
real name is Aron) for one year start-
ing in July, 2012.

He never struck me as an inherently 
bad person. Shady? Certainly. But not 
evil — until I found out he may have 
been bilking public assistance and per-
juring himself to evict a rent-stabilized 
tenant (above). At first, I found his ca-
giness and penchant for impromptu vis-
its to our apartment entertaining — like 
a version of Cato in “The Pink Pan-
ther” who I paid rent to — but now I 
see past that.

Like all great stories of landlord-ten-
ant strife, mine starts at day one.

Our apartment didn’t have gas for 
the first month we lived there. Stark 
told us the previous super took an ax 
to the gas line out of spite toward the 
building’s owner. But upon reflection, 
I’m less inclined to trust Stork’s ver-
sion of events.

The contractors Stark hired to fix the 
gas line and hook up our stove were hacks 
of the highest caliber. When National 
Grid workers came to turn the gas on, 
they found leaks — lots of them. Stark’s 
plumbers daisy-chained three adapters 
to connect the gas line from the wall to 
our stove, a dangerous and potentially 
volatile no-no, National Grid workers 
told us. It took the contractors two more 
attempts to hook up the stove. Each time 
Stark’s helpers worked their magic, we’d 
have the gas company come take a look, 
which required workers first trek into 
the building’s partially flooded, flea-
infested basement before entering our 
unit. By the time we had working gas, 
we also had a flea infestation.

Stark also did not respect our space. 

Sometimes he just walked in without 
knocking, though we made it clear that 
was an invasion. Once — as he was leav-
ing our apartment, apropos of nothing — 
he opened our refrigerator, took a look 
inside, and left without a word. We took 
to blasting Iron Maiden when he came 
by, because it made him uncomfortable 
and he would leave more quickly.

Con Edison once threatened to kill 
the building’s power because Stark was 
delinquent on the light bill for the build-
ing’s common areas. I don’t know how it 
got sorted out, but the strongly worded 
letters from the power company ceased 
after a few months.

When we were late paying rent, Stark 
eschewed the impersonal touches of men-
acing phone calls and hired goons, in-
stead showing up unannounced at our 
doorstep, often after midnight and al-

See LANDLORD  on page 11
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The oldest bar in Williams-
burg is in new hands.

The three owners of Ted-
dy’s Bar and Grill sold it last 
week, ending their nearly-
three-decade claim on the 
more-than-a-century-old 
watering hole. In shopping it 
around, they made a point of 
picking a buyer who pledged 
to keep the classic vibe in-
tact, they said.

“We were very eager to 
find an owner-operator who 
would cherish what was hap-
pening here and not turn it 
into a luxury steakhouse or 
an obnoxious chain,” Felice 
Kirby said. “We had some 
crazy offers from people, but 
we did not think those would 
be a smart move.”

Kirby refused to say how 
much they sold the business 
for, who the new owners are, 
or how much the new owners 
are paying in rent to her and her 
husband. The two still own the 
building and live upstairs. 

Teddy’s is the last of 11 beer 
houses brewer Peter Doelger 
opened around Brooklyn in 
the late 1880s. It is named af-

A happy hour for historic bar
Teddy’s sold, former management pledges preservation

The staff of Teddy’s Bar and Grill poses with now-former owners from third from left, Lee Ornati, Felice 
Kibry, and Greg Kirby, second row.
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ter a subsequent owner.
Felice Kirby and her now-

husband Glen went in on the 
bar with their business part-
ner, Lee Ornati, in 1987. It was 
not a get-rich-quick scheme, 
or even necessarily a get-paid 
scheme, Felice Kirby said.

“I did not think there was 
any money to be made in the 

community,” she said. “It was 
my boyfriend’s idea. I just 
drank at the bar.”

But the trio saw a need for 
a gathering place for artists 
recently transplanted to the 
neighborhood, who Kirby 
said were given the cold 
shoulder in the neighbor-
hood. It was largely Puerto 

Rican and the artists coming 
in were young, and mostly 
white. Kirby called some of 
the treatment racist.

“There was a lot of rac-
ism, or people would just 
give you the evil eye if they 
did not know you,” she said. 
“We thought there should be 
a welcoming venue.”

Upon buying the bar, the 
team immediately set out to 
restore it to its former glory 
by uncovering the original 
woodwork, bar fixtures, and 
tin ceiling, Kirby said. 

They also started booking 
jazz acts and selling a new-to-
the-scene beer called Brook-
lyn Brewery, nine years before 
its first drops were brewed in 
Brooklyn. Even stocking that 
brand — now a baseline at 
borough bars — was a bold 
move in those days. 

“It was radical and revolu-
tionary at the time to be selling 
anything other than Schlitz or 
Coors Light,” Kirby said.

What to expect from the 
latest chapter of the bar’s long 
run was not immediately clear, 
as the new owners did not re-
turn an e-mail request for com-
ment through Kirby.

Just-married couple Frank Brown and Liuba 
Vorobyeva celebrate at Teddy’s, which the former 
owners say isn’t going anywhere.

From investing  
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s harder to run a restau-
rant in Brooklyn Heights than 
it is in Manhattan, says the 
owner of Siggy’s Good Food, 
who just closed her Henry 
Street outpost.

Siggy Sollitto opened the 
health food restaurant bear-
ing her name between Orange 
and Pineapple streets in 2005, 
when construction of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park was just get-
ting off the ground. Ten years 
later, she has been priced out 
of the area, and said the water-
front greensward played a big 
role in causing her landlord 
to up her rent beyond what 
she could afford.

“Now with the develop-
ment of the park, landlords 
think they can charge higher-
than-Manhattan prices,” Sol-
litto said.

Health food was an un-
tapped market in the tony 
neighborhood when she 
opened up shop, she said. 
Her organic, locally sourced 
dishes — such as a quinoa 
avocado salad and a thyme-
sage, chicken-cutlet hero with 
caramelized onions, roasted 
peppers, and vegan mayo — 
were a big hit.

“I was looking around the 
neighborhood for another place, 
but couldn’t find anything,” she 
said. “And the prices on Mon-
tague Street were higher than 
they are in the city.”

Sollitto hoped to stay open 
until the end of the month, but 
had to cut things short when 
she found the process of clos-
ing a business was harder than 
she expected.

“I’ve never closed a restau-
rant before, I’ve only opened 
them,” she said.

Sollitto is not completely 
shocked that her creative 
culinary enterprise has 
been forced out of Brooklyn 
Heights, though. 

“That’s what always hap-
pens to the artists,” she said. 
“Look at Dumbo, they can’t af-
ford to live there anymore.”

Sollitto launched a second 
Siggy’s in Manhattan in 2012, 
and it is still open. But she said 
city regulations are making 
it tough to run a business in 
that distant borough, citing the 
health department as a par-
ticularly pronounced source 
of headaches.

“The city administration 
is really making things im-
possible for a small business,” 
she said.

neighborhood when the Henry 
Street space became too ex-
pensive, but had little luck 
finding an affordable loca-
tion, she said.

“There was nothing like us. 
It was all junk food,” Sollitto 
said. “I knew exactly what my 
customers wanted.”

She tried to stay in the 

SIGGY’S SOLILOQUY
Heights restaurateur: Bridge Park raised rents

Siggy Sollitto closed the Brooklyn Heights location 
of her restaurant Siggy’s Good Food because her 
rent got too high, but her Manhattan outpost is still 
going strong.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The state scrambled on Tues-
day to repair a piece of the Ko-
sciuszko Bridge roadway that 
popped out of place just before 
the morning rush hour. 

The expansion joint, which 
is meant to allow the bridge’s 
pavement to expand and con-
tract in hot and cold tempera-
tures, popped up at about 7:30 
am on Tuesday, according to 
the state transportation de-
partment. The slippage oc-
curred as the temperature sat 
at a frigid 6 degrees. There is 
no danger of the bridge col-
lapsing, a spokeswoman for 

Kosciuszko Bridge breakdown

Construction workers fix a joint in the Kosciuszko 
Bridge roadway that broke on Tuesday morning just 
ahead of rush hour.
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the transit agency said.
The good news is that the 

75-year-old bridge is supposed 
to come down — in a con-
trolled way — as it is  set to be 
demolished in 2017 and fully 
replaced by two sleek suspen-
sion spans by 2020 .

“The bridge is safe and the 
New York State Department 
of Transportation continues to 
maintain it in a state of good 
repair until the new bridge is 
completed,” spokeswoman Di-
ane Park said.

The bridge remained open 
as it was repaired, but the 
middle lane was closed. It 
reopened before the evening 
rush hour, Park said.

Did you know regular 
mattresses contain toxic flame 
retardants that are known 
carcinogens? Our mattresses 
are made with organic cotton, 
wool, all-natural rubber. No 
PBDEs. No petrochemicals. 
And we have the certifications 
to prove it.

Sleep healthy.
Sleep better.
Stay well.
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Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST EFFI-
CIENT IN THE WORLD

BROWNSTONES OUR SPECIALTY

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES

Email: info@windowfi xinc.com | Website: windowfi xinc.com | 335-347 38th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Call Us Today

CALL US TODAY 
1-800-337-1620
Serving the New York Tri-State 

Area for over 30 years

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer 

Directed Personal Assistance Program 
allows individuals 

more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your 

own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A couple of con men 
tricked a man out of $15,000 
with a lottery ticket scam at 
the corner of Cadman Plaza 
West and Johnson Street on 
Feb. 12, cops said.

The victim said he was on 
his way to lunch at 1:20 pm 
when the two tricksters came 
over and asked him for di-
rections to a law office. They 
said they needed a lawyer to 
help approve a $500,000 win-
ning lottery ticket, accord-
ing to a police report. One of 
the crooks offered the other 
$30,000 in exchange for the 
ticket, and asked the victim 
if he would put in half to buy 
it, the report says.

The mark agreed, and the 
trio went to the victim’s bank, 
where he withdrew the cash 
and handed it over, cops said. 
The cons then took off, po-
lice reported.

Helping himself
A jilted employee used a 

Prince Street company’s debit 
card late last year to charge 
$9,320.49 worth of stuff, po-
lice reported.

The owner said on Feb. 
10 that a former employee of 
the business between Concrd 
and Tillary streets used the 
company card for personal 
use without permission on 
Nov. 28. When he confronted 
the worker about the charges, 
the fellow retorted that he de-
served it, cops said.

Subway stab
Police arrested a man who 

they say stabbed a subway pas-
senger in the neck for look-
ing at him funny in the Jay 
Street–MetroTech station on 
Feb. 10.

The victim said he was wait-

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Helping Your Business Succeed
BLUEPRINT TO SUCCESS 2.0 

After two years of successful programs, Opportunity M/W/DBE

brings you Blueprint to Success 2.0 with all the tools you need to

help your business succeed and be sustainable. This unique program

provides selected certified M/W/DBE construction firms with 

comprehensive, individualized technical assistance. 

Go to www.nycedc.com/blueprint for information and application or contact Claudia
Flores, clfores@edc.nyc or 212.312.3712. Applications are due by Friday, March 6, 2015.

MAKE BLUEPRINT TO SUCCESS 2.0 A PARTNER IN YOUR BUSINESS SUCCESS!

Opportunity M/W/DBE

Community News Group

The following is a let-
ter from the New York State 
Press Association in response 
to a provision in Gov. Cuo-
mo’s state budget that would 
eliminate the requirement 
to publish in local newspa-
pers proposed constitutional 
amendments prior to an elec-
tion. Instead, those proposals 
would be published on gov-
ernment websites.

Memorandum of Oppo-
sition

Repeal of Newspaper 
Publication of Proposed 
Constitutional Amend-
ments

Public Protection and 
General Government Ar-
ticle VII Bill, Part F

A.3005/S.2005
We strongly opposed to 

the governor’s proposal to 
eliminate newspaper public 

State Press Association says 
Cuomo’s proposal hides news

notice of proposed constitu-
tional amendments.

Instead of publishing pub-
lic notices, the Board of Elec-
tions would post an abstract 
and brief description of the 
proposed amendment some-
where on its website for three 
days in the week prior to the 
election. The secretary of state 
would also post a notice some-
where on its website once per 
month for three months.

At a time when there is gen-
eral agreement that there is 
a need to increase transpar-
ency and accountability in 
state government, it is as-
tounding that this provision 
is included in a budget bill. 
Among the many reasons this 
is a very bad idea are:

1) By all accounts, broad 
swathes of New York state 
lack access to modern inter-
net service. Gov. Cuomo has 
recently unveiled a proposal 
to begin to narrow this digi-
tal divide, and has said it will 
take major investment over the 
course of several years. This 
proposal disenfranchises vot-
ers in rural areas, voters who 
cannot afford a home com-
puter with broadband access, 
and a significant number of 
voters who are not highly 
computer literate.

2) This proposal assumes 
that New York voters sift 
through state agency web-
sites when looking for news 
that affects them. They do not. 
They turn to a local newspa-
per. Existing law requires that 
constitutional amendment no-
tices be disseminated through 
a newspaper in each county 
of the state. Most of these 
newspapers land on voters’ 
doorsteps. Obscure and lit-
tle-known state agency web-
sites do not.

3) This proposal will not 
save money. Time after time, 
when advocating for legisla-
tion that would require gov-
ernment agencies to post in-
formation on their websites, 
we have been told it is too 
difficult or expensive. To en-
sure a tamper-proof publica-
tion of these most vital legis-

lative initiatives would cost 
money, perhaps much more 
than the legislation estimates 
will be saved by eliminating 
newspaper public notice of 
amendments.

4) Newspaper publica-
tion keeps everyone honest. 
Knowing that a government 
document must be published 
by an outside entity helps pre-
vent the possibility that such 
an important notice could be 
slanted or misstated. A state 
Supreme Court judge ruled in 
2014 that the state Board of 
Elections included mislead-
ing language in its descrip-
tion of one proposed consti-
tutional amendment.

5) Newspaper publication 
provides a historic record. 
Government websites may 
not be maintained long term. 
Newspapers are preserved in 
libraries and newspaper ar-
chives for posterity.

6) The governor has called 
for a constitutional amend-
ment to strip public pensions 
from legislators convicted of 
crimes, and yet this bill sup-
ports making the proposed 
language available only on 
obscure websites few voters 
will ever see.

The proposed legislation 
says it will save $342,000. To-
tal paid newspaper circula-
tion in New York is approxi-
mately 8.6-million, and there 
are more than 10 million reg-
istered voters in New York 
State, so the proposal saves 
about three pennies per voter. 
This doesn’t seem very cost-
effective government.
 Michelle K. Rea, 
 Executive Director
 NY Press Association

To register your 
dissatisfaction with the 
governor’s plan, contact 
his offi ce by phone at (518) 
474–8390 or by writing to 
this address:

Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family has been committed 
to serving your family at affordable 
prices for four generations. 

At a time when experience and 
integrity are essential, know Marine 
Park Funeral Home is here for you.
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Schemers trick man out of thousands in lotto scheme
ing on the platform for an R 
train at 5:56 pm when the sus-
pect attacked him.

“What are you looking at?” 
the man said, then whipped 
out a blade and stabbed the 
unlucky sap in the neck, ac-
cording to a police report.

The victim and some other 
bystanders subdued the sus-
pect until police arrived and 
cuffed him, cops said.

A bad fit
A quick-moving miscre-

ant snatched a woman’s wal-
let inside a Fulton Street de-
partment store on Feb. 13, 
police said.

The victim said she was 
trying on a pair of shoes in 
the store between Duffield 
Street and Albee Square West 
at 3:20 pm, and left her wallet 
on the bench next to her. She 
got up to ask an employee a 
question, and when she re-
turned the wallet was gone, 
police said.

Shifty shades
A thief grabbed a worker’s 

unattended purse containing 
a pair of erotic novels and a 
bunch of makeup in the stair-
well of a Duffield Street gym 
on Feb. 11, law enforcement 
officials said.

The victim said she was 
behind the counter of the gym 
between Willoughby and Ful-
ton streets from 6:30 am un-
til 1 pm, and that her bag was 
on a staircase used by other 
employees. When she went 
to check on the purse, it was 
gone, cops said.

It contained a debit card, 
15 MAC lipsticks, some 
Flowerbomb perfume, and 
four books, including a copy 
of “Fifty Shades of Grey,” 
police said.

Far-sighted
A cretin stole a pair of 

binoculars and other items 
from a parked car on Wyckoff 

Street sometime between Feb. 
13 and Feb. 15, cops said.

The victim said she parked 
her Dodge Caravan between 
Hoyt and Smith streets at 6 
am on Feb. 13. She returned 
at 12:30 pm on Feb. 15 to find 
her things missing, accord-
ing to a police report.

The crook took the Steiner 
binoculars, a credit card, a 
satellite navigation device, 
and the minivan’s manual 
and registration, the report 
says.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Yellow fellow
A yahoo in yellow pants 

attacked and robbed a strap-
hanger at the Atlantic Ave-
nue–Barclays Center station 
on Feb. 20, the authorities 
said.

The victim said he was 
waiting for a Manhattan-
bound Q train at 4:10 am 
when the brightly clad crook 
approached him. The goon 
punched him in the face, 
grabbed his phone, and took 
off, cops said.

Grate escape
A miscreant made off with 

some custom steel grates 
from a Grand Avenue park-
ing lot on Feb. 17, according 
to a police report.

A worker for the lot be-
tween Greene and Lexington 
avenues said a security cam-
era captured a white van en-
tering the lot at 7:56 am.

The rapscallion then re-
moved the steel grates, loaded 
them into the van and drove 

off, officers said. The owner 
said the grates cost $4,500.

Unjust dessert
A goon roughed up a man 

and robbed him at the cor-
ner of Washington and Lafay-
ette avenues on Feb. 17, po-
lice said.

The victim said he was at 
the intersection at 3 am, on 
his way home from a restau-
rant, when the villain came 
up to him and demanded his 
money.

The guy then attacked the 
victim, punching and kick-
ing him in the face and torso, 
and ran off with $40 in cash 
and his cellphone, police said. 
The victim walked to Brook-
lyn Hospital Center and staff 
called 911, according to the 
NYPD.

Free-bar
Some contractors stole a 

worker’s rebar-bending ma-
chine after he was fired from 
a Fulton Street construc-
tion project on Feb. 13, po-
lice said.

The spurned worker told 
cops he stopped working at 
the site between Downing 
Street and Irving Place at 5 
pm, when his contract was 
terminated.

He returned on Feb. 18 at 
11 am to find the new work-
ers using his tools and the 
bender gone, according to a 
police report.

Tool crime
A burglar stole a bunch 

of tools from a car on Park 
Avenue sometime over dur-
ing the night of Feb. 17, a re-
port says.

The victim said he parked 
between Clermont and Van-
derbilt avenues at 7 pm, and 
returned at 10 the next morn-
ing to find his rear driver’s-
side window smashed.

The bandit took a screw 
gun, a channel lock, some 
screwdrivers, and a measur-
ing tape, law enforcement of-
ficials said.

Mean to pry
A prowler tried and failed 

to break into a Carlton Ave-
nue apartment on Feb. 19, ac-
cording to law enforcement 
officials.

The resident said she 
came home to her apart-
ment between Atlantic Av-
enue and Fulton Street at 
noon and found pry marks 
on her front door. The wan-
nabe burglar damaged the 
top lock, but did not get in, 
officers said.

— Matthew Perlman

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Home invasion
A pair of gunmen barged 

into a Centre Mall apartment 
on Feb. 20, holding people at 
gunpoint and swiping cash 
and cellphones, cops said.

The two roughnecks 
started their spree by holding 
up two victims in the fifth-
floor hallway of the building 
between Clinton and Henry 
streets at 10:25 pm, accord-
ing to a report. After snatch-
ing $200 from one victim and 
$100 from another, the goons, 
with victims in tow, barged 
into an apartment, where they 
ordered another five people 
to hit the deck, according to 
police.

The villains proceeded to 
swipe two iPhones, a Boost 
Mobile cellphone, and another 
$35 in cash, then scrammed, 
a report says.

Thai them up
Cops collared a pair who 

they say went berserk in a 
Thai restaurant on Smith 
Street on Feb. 21, cops 
said.

The trouble began around 
5 pm when an employee asked 
the two to leave the restaurant 
between Baltic and Warren 
streets, according to a report. 
The couple began shouting 

at the employee, and when a 
customer tried to calm them 
down, the suspects started to 
attack the woman, punching 
and kicking her repeatedly, 
per police.

Law enforcement arrived 
on the scene shortly before 
5:30 pm and slapped brace-
lets on the accused as they 
tried to wriggle and kick free, 
officers said. Cops charged 
the couple with assault and 
resisting arrest. 

Hook crook
A burglar stole a chunk of 

cash from the office drawer 
of a Coffey Street contract-
ing business between Feb. 20 
and Feb. 21, cops said.

The sneak hopped a fence 
and busted the doorknob 
to break into the office be-
tween Dwight and Richards 
streets sometime between 
5 pm on Feb. 20 and 5 the 
next morning, and made off 
with $600 in cash, accord-
ing to a report.

— Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Computer crib
Three goons stole a lady’s 

laptop near 66th Street and 
12th Avenue in Dyker Heights 
on Feb. 20, according to the 
authorities.

The bandits jumped out of 
a car and ripped her computer 
bag from her arm, then fled 
in their black getaway vehi-
cle, police said. They didn’t 
display any weapons, and the 
victim was not injured, a po-
lice report says.

Left behind
Two purses were stolen af-

ter their owners left them in 
bathrooms, officers said.

• The first lady lost her lug-
gage when she left it in the 
bathroom of a restaurant near 
88th Street and Fourth Av-
enue in Bay Ridge on Feb. 
16, cops said.

The woman said she for-
got her bag in the bathroom 
at 5:45 pm, returning min-
utes later to find it was gone, 
according to a report. The 
purse contained credit cards, 
car keys, and $100, the re-
port states.

• Another woman’s bag 
walked away after she went 
to the water closet in a 63rd 

Street store on Feb. 21, po-
lice said.

The bag disappeared from 
the store near Eighth Ave-
nue in Dyker Heights at 1:15 
pm, according to the NYPD. 
It contained a cellphone, 
credit cards, and $520, of-
ficials said.

— Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Bad hookup
A house-guest ripped off 

a man’s Metropolitan Ave-
nue home on Feb. 16, cops 
reported.

The victim said that he 
met a guy at a bar on Lo-
rimer Street and invited 
him back to his apartment 
between Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street.

The two fellows fell asleep 
at 4 am, and when the victim 
woke up at 5 pm, he found 
his smartphone, wallet, credit 
cards, clothing, and glasses 
all taken, according to po-
lice.

Grab bag
A sneak-thief ran off with a 

black bag containing $12,000 
in cash from a Withers Street 
office on Feb. 17, according 
to officers.

An employee of the com-
pany between Morgan and 
Vardervoort streets said that 
he came back from making 
deliveries at 2 pm and put 
the black bag full of cash in 
a cubicle corner, a police re-
port says.

The worker went to move 
his double-parked truck, and 
when he came back, the bag 
was nowhere to be found, he 
said. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Run Lola Run
A gun-wielding goon 

tried to rob a woman on Va-
ret Street on Feb. 21, but she 
escaped, cops said.

The victim said that she 
was between Bushwick Ave-
nue and White Street at 5:20 
pm when the jabroni jammed 
a gun in her face.

“Give me your wallet,” he 
supposedly said. “All I want 
is your wallet.”

The woman turned and 

ran, and the mugger did not 
give chase, law enforcement 
officials said.

Trapped
A bandit broke into a wom-

an’s Meserole Street apart-
ment on Feb. 21 while she was 
in the bathroom and trapped 
her in there, according to the 
authorities.

The victim said that she 
was using the bathroom of 
her abode between Hum-
boldt Street and Bushwick 
Avenue at 7 pm when she 
heard someone outside the 
door.

She tried to open it, but 
the fiend held it closed from 
the other side, according to 
police. 

When she finally got out, 
she saw snow on the floor 
beside the fire escape a re-
port says. 

A neighbor saw the scoun-
drel up the fire escape to-
ward an adjacent roof, cops 
said.

To the point
Police arrested a woman 

who they say stabbed her 
friend in the cheek with a 
ballpoint pen on Gerry Street 
on Feb. 19.

The victim said that she 
was arguing with her friend 
inside of an apartment be-
tween Throop Avenue and 
Broadway at 5 am when her 
compatriot got steamed and 
threatened her with a but-
ter knife.

The angry woman left, 
but returned to do the deed, 
cops said.

She fought back
A man was arrested for 

snatching a phone out of a 
G train passenger’s hand at 
the Flushing Avenue sta-
tion on Feb. 17, NYPD of-
ficials said.

The victim said that she 
was sitting on the train at 
11 am when the suspect 
grabbed the device as the 
doors opened up at the sta-
tion near Marcy Avenue and 
Wallabout Street.

The woman jumped up 
and chased the accused, 
he threw the phone, crack-
ing the screen, and offi-
cers caught up to him a few 
blocks away, according to 
a police report.

— Danielle Furfaro
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Just encased

It is a sausage fest — literally.
New Bushwick beer hall and barbecue joint 

Arrogant Swine is throwing an event called Win-
ter’s Grind on Feb. 28, where local chefs will 
gather to crank out all-you-can-eat franks by 
hand, while local brewers serve up hearty beers. 
The event organizer said it is the restaurant’s 
remedy to the cold weather blues.

“What could be more fun than 24 beers to try 
and sausages and standing around telling dick 
jokes all afternoon?” said Tyson Ho, the pitmas-
ter at the Morgan Avenue meat-ery. 

Chefs from restaurants including Fritzl’s Lunch 
Box in Bushwick, Pizza Loves Emily in Clinton 
Hill, and pop-up eatery Kimchi Smoke will get 
in on the sausage-stuffing action, with each serv-
ing up their own recipes, such as oak-smoked 
bratwurst, Italian salsiccia, and even a vegetarian 
sausage. Ho said he plans to make northern Thai 
turkey and chicken tikka masala varieties.  

“The idea is to make sausages that reflect 
what a restaurant does, even if they do not make 
actual sausages,” said Ho. 

To wash down the wieners, home-brew fa-
natic Joshua Bernstein, who runs tours of brew-
masters’ homes, has selected nine of his favor-
ite fellow home-brewers from around the city 
to make appropriately wintery brews for the 
occasion. More suds will also come from com-
mercial craft breweries, including Brooklyn’s 
own Greenpoint Beer and Ale, Other Half, and 
Threes Brewing.

And because beer and bangers are meant to 
be consumed al fresco, Arrogant Swine break 
out the heat lamps, so you can grill out with-
out icing over.

Winter’s Grind at Arrogant Swine [173 Mor-
gan Ave. at Scholes Street in Bushwick, (718) 
791–3842, www.arrogantswine.com]. Feb. 28 at 
1 pm. $45. — Danielle Furfaro

F O O D

The Johnny Cash Birthday Bash is turning 10 
— and now 10-year-olds can actually attend.

Local band Alex Battles and the Whisky Re-
bellion has been putting on the annual tribute to 
the late country music legend since 2005, and 
it has since grown into a weekend-long Kings 
County tradition that sells out every year. This 
year, the party will see the band — plus singer 
Linda Hills, and old-time outfit the Calamity 
Janes — play two adults-only shows at the Bell 
House in Gowanus on Feb. 6 and 7, plus a new 
all-ages show on the afternoon of Feb. 8.

The kid-friendly session will center around 
spiritual songs from Cash’s album “My Moth-
er’s Hymn Book.” Battles said he decided to 
add the new component after numerous friends 
told him their youngsters were fans of the coun-
try crooner, too.  

“I was like, all right if your parents are cool 
enough to take you to the Cash Bash and sing 
some good songs, it is going to be a good time,” 
said Battles, who lives in Park Slope.

Battles said the bash is so popular because 
Cash’s signature sound — a mix of country and 
rock ’n’ roll — is music to everybody’s ears.

“People go, ‘I hate all country music.’ I go, 
‘What about Johnny Cash?’ ‘Oh, I love Johnny 
Cash,” said Battles. “He has got this deep voice 
and these really true stories.”

Battles said the concerts also give Brook-
lynites who have been cooped up because of the 
cold a chance to blow off some steam — and he 
has seen the power Cash’s music can have on 
stressed-out souls first-hand. Years ago, Bat-
tles said he was sure he was about to witness a 
bar brawl when suddenly, Cash’s tunes began 
blaring from a jukebox and the music diffused 
the situation. 

“You could watch the blood pressure of the en-
tire bar go down,” said Battles. “I find that people, 
no matter where I am, really respond to him.”

The Johnny Cash 83rd Birthday Bash at the 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. between Second 
and Third avenues, (718) 643–6510, www.the-
bellhouseny.com]. March 6 and 7 at 9 pm. March 
8 at 3 pm. Tickets start at $18.  — Vanessa Ogle

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he stars are coming out in Fort 
Greene.

A new play being staged by 
the Billie Holiday Theatre on March 
6–29 will feature television and movie 
actor Wendell Pierce, best known for 
his work in “The Wire,” “Treme,” and 
“Selma.” The play’s writer and director 
said Pierce will help put the Bedford-
Stuyvesant theater on the map.

“Aside from being a great actor, he 
can attract more of an audience then 
we’re accustomed to,” said Jackie Al-
exander, who also serves as the ar-
tistic director of the Billie Holiday 
Theatre. “That’s what a big-name ac-
tor does. But we think the work will 
keep bringing people back.”

Alexander’s play “Brother’s from 
the Bottom” tells the story of two broth-
ers from New Orleans who butt heads 
over a development plan that threat-
ens to gentrify a local neighborhood. 
Pierce plays one of the brothers, who 
Alexander said resembles the actual 
actor a great deal, as both are activists 
and champions of the Big Easy.

“He has a real connection to the 
story,” Alexander said. “He is that 
guy in New Orleans.”

In the play, one brother supports 
the looming development project 
and sees it as a way to restore an 
area ravaged by Hurricane Katrina, 
while the other thinks the project will 
permanently displace residents that 
used to live there. Both siblings feel 
their view of the plan is right, and 
neither is capable of understanding 
why the other does not agree. Alex-

ander said this inability to see eye 
to eye is something he often notices 
in discussions about gentrification, 
in his own family and in the com-
munity that houses the Billie Holi-
day Theatre. 

“Gentrification is the biggest is-
sue facing Bed-Stuy right now,” he 
said. “But this issue causes people 
to shut down.”

The show first ran in 2010, but after 
a heated panel discussion following 
a screening last year of “My Brook-
lyn,” a documentary about Downtown 
gentrification, Alexander decided to 
bring the play back. He said the con-
versation ground to a halt. 

“For some people, it’s the worst 
thing that could ever happen, for oth-
ers it’s going to change things for the 
better,” Alexander said.

The playwright said he intends for 
his story to provide both sides of the 
argument, and to force everyone to 
hear both out.

“I wanted people to sit and lis-
ten,” he said. “And they have to in 
a theater.”

The production will be at the 
Brooklyn Music School Playhouse 
on Saint Felix Street and is the first 
show in  a two-year residency there  
while Billie Holliday’s home theater 
in Restoration Plaza is getting its 
first major renovation.

“Brothers from the Bottom” at 
the Brooklyn Music School Play-
house (126 Saint Felix St. between 
Hanson Place and Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene, www.thebillieholi-
day.org). March 6–29. Fridays at 8 
pm; Saturdays at 3 and 8 pm; Sun-
days at 2 and 7 pm. $20–$30.

Cash only!
M U S I C
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

W
e are calling it a draw.

A California comedy 
show looking for a foot-

hold in Brooklyn is pairing up 
comedians and cartoonists for 
a night of drawn-out laughter 
at Littlefield in Gowanus on 
March 3. The event, dubbed 
Picture This!, boasts an ever-
rotating cast and new collabo-
rations every edition — which 
means no two performances are 
the same, an organizer said.

“Whoever gets matched up, 
that is only happening that 
night,” said producer Sam Va-
rela. “If you like what you see, 
it’s one night only.”

In Picture This!, comedians 
and storytellers give their spiel 

while illustrators and animators 
do drawings based on their rou-
tine, which are projected on a 
screen above the presenter. 

Previous shows have in-
cluded heavy-hitters such as 
comedians Margaret Cho and 
Maria Bamford. The Littlefield 
show will includes comedians 
Michelle Buteau, who has ap-
peared on the late-night cir-
cuit and Comedy Central’s 
“Key and Peele,” and Aparna 
Nancherla, who worked on “To-
tally Biased with W. Kamau 
Bell.” Illustrators will include 
Edmond Hawkins, who does 
graphics for “Saturday Night 
Live,” and Jim Tozzi, co-cre-
ator of the Adult Swim show 
“Xavier: Renegade Angel”.

Every scribbler brings a 
different style or strategy to 

the table, Varela said. Some 
choose to sketch what is being 
described in the moment, while 
others build a larger narrative 
based on the arc of the comedi-
an’s story. That wild-card fac-
tor, dependent on the whims 
of the illustrator, is part of the 
draw, Varela said, and what 
keeps people coming back to 
the show again and again.

“It really depends on what 
our animators want to do,” 
Varela said. “One of our head 
animators is a big fan of the 
whole Loony Toons erasing 
body parts thing, while another 
likes to sort of layer stuff as 
the story progresses.”

The show began in Los An-
geles and has travelled as far 
afield as New Zealand and To-
ronto. Now Varela, a recent 

transplant to Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, is looking to make it a 
monthly occurrence in New 
York as well. Varela said she 
and host Brandie Posey chose 

Littlefield for its status as a New 
York comedy institution, but 
have not yet settled on a perma-
nent location for the show.

Picture This! at Littlefield 

(622 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.
com.) March 3 at 8 pm. $8 ($5 
advance).

Casting off
Theater begins F’Greene residency with big-name star

Sketch comedies
Cartoonists and comedians team 
up for Gowanus comedy night

Pierced: Actor Wendell Pierce in a scene from the Home Box Office series “Treme.” 
Pierce will appear in the Billy Holiday Theatre’s production of “Brothers from the Bot-
tom,” which is also set in his hometown of New Orleans.

The pen is mightier than the pun: Comedian Maria Bamford performs at a previous 
Picture This! show.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Feb. 27

Bam-chicka 
wah-wah
You’ve seen the Miley 
Cyrus entry, now see 
the rest of  the NYC 
Porn Film Festival , run-
ning Feb. 27–March 1 
at Bushwick’s Secret 
Project Robot. The 
inaugural event will 
include screenings of 
short and full-length 
erotic films, obviously, 
as well as talks, art, 
and a cos-play party.  

5:30 pm–2 am at Secret 
Project Robot (389 
Melrose St. between 
Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, 
www.nycpornfilmfestival.
com). Various screenings 
$5–$20 each.

SUNDAY
March 1

Get swayed
Brooklyn band the 
Sway Machinery — 
which mixes Jewish 
Cantorial music with 
blues, Afro-beat, and 
indie rock — does not 
seem to be throwing its 
usual Purim party this 
year. But it is having a 
release show for its 
new album “Purity and 
Danger” a few days 
before Purim, and no 
one is going to stop 
you wearing a costume 
and bringing your own 
hamantashen.

6 pm at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway at Bedford 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800, www.
babys allri ght.com]. $10.

TUESDAY
March 3

Hawke eye
Hi neighbor! Newly 
minted Boerum Hill 
resident Ethan Hawke 
 denounced Manhat-
tan and praised 
Brooklyn  when he 
moved here late last 
year, so he’s alright in 
our book. The actor 
will take a leisurely 
stroll over to the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music to present a 
screening of his debut 
documentary “Sey-
mour: An Introduc-
tion.”

7:30 pm at BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org]. $20.

WEDNESDAY
March 4

Dreading it
The doctor is in — the 
library! Doctor Dread 
will be at the Central 
Library to launch his 
memoir and explain 
how a white Jewish 
guy from Washington 
DC ended up becom-
ing a legendary reg-
gae producer. Plus live 
music, Jamaican food, 
and free beer.

7 pm at the Central 
Library [Flatbush Avenue 
at Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230–2100, 
www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/1260771]. Free.

THURSDAY
March 5

Canal 
knowledge
Call it “how I learned 
to stop worrying and 
love the pong.” Jour-
nalist Joseph Alexiou, 
who is writing a book 
about the Gowanus 
Canal, will give a talk 
on the history of 
everyone’s favorite 
gonorrhea-ridden 
waterway. Discover 
why it is there and 
why it smells so 
much. 

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Brainery [90 Underhill 
Ave. between Sterling 
and Saint Johns Places in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
292–7246, www.brook lyn-
br ainer y.com]. $10.
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FRI, FEB. 27
ART, “BOTANICAL REVOLUTION” 

OPENING RECEPTION: Artist 
Christina Kaplan constructs her 
own canvas out of Velcro, then uses 
man-made recycled materials such 
as stockings and yarn to combine 
abstract shapes and colors to cap-
ture the essence of herbal remedies. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Remedies Herb Shop 
[453 Court St. between Fourth Place 
and Luquer Street in Carroll Gar-
dens, (718) 643–4372], www.rem-
ediesherbshop.com. 

ART, “THE BIRTHDAY PARTY” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: Artist Sandra 
Rocha debuts a collection of paint-
ings depicting women at birth-
day parties, while commenting on 
age and femininity. Free. 7–11 pm. 
RePOP [143 Roebling St. between 
Metropolitan Avenue and Hope 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 260–
8032], www.repopny.com. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPLE, OR, LEB-
ENSRAUM”: Set in World War II, a 
German U-boat’s mission becomes 
a journey into terror as its crew is 
trapped within on the ocean fl oor. 
Inspired by H.P. Lovecraft’s 1920 
story. $18. 7:30 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. at Lorimer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 907–6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

MUSIC, THE DODOS, SPRINGTIME 
CARNIVORE: $22 ($20 in advance). 
8 pm. Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–5400], www.musichallof-
williamsburg.com. 

FILM, “ART MACHINE”: Screening of 
fi lm set in Brooklyn about a child-
prodigy painter. Followed by Q&A. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Ange Noir Cafe 
[247 Varet St. between White and 
Bogart streets in Bushwick, (718) 
821–2459], www.facebook.com/art-
machinemovie.

SAT, FEB. 28
MUSIC, IDA ENGBERG, TAIMUR, 

KEVIN CASTRO, NICOLA 
ZANATTA: $20–$25. 11 pm. Ver-
boten [54 N. 11th St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(347) 223–4732], www.verboten-
newyork.com. 

3D PRINTING CLASS: 3DPrinterOS 

and Ultimaker offer free classes on 
the basics of 3D printing. Free. 10 
am–noon. Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush Avenue 
at Eastern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

ART, “I CRIED, POWER!”: The New 
Negress Film Society presents an 
evening of digital media and live 
sound installation that re-imagines 
the concept of Afrofuturism. A part 
of Black Artstory Month. Free. 8–11 
pm. The Emerson [561 Myrtle Ave. 
between Emerson Place and Classon 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (347) 763–
1310], www.theemersonbar.com. 

SUN, MARCH 1
MUSIC, LITTLE LAFFS KIDS SHOW 

WITH THE GOOD MS. PADGETT: 
Variety show for kids ages 3–9, 
including juggling, balloon art, 
music, comedy, and more. $5 kids, 
$10 adults, $25 family, kids under 2 
free. 10:30 am. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, MURDER BY DEATH, 
O’DEATH: $25 ($20 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–5400], www.musichallof-
williamsburg.com. 

STEP INTO PURIM: Kids celebrate 
Purim and enjoy the whole Megil-
lah. Plus performances, a reading, 
crafts, face-painting and costumes. 
$5. 9 am–noon. Hannah Senesh 
Community Day School [342 Smith 
St. between First and Second places 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 858–8663], 
www.hannahsenesh.org. 

SPRING FORAGING: “Wildman” Steve 
Brill celebrates another spring of 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, FEB. 27
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 19.

SAT, FEB. 28
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 19.

SUN, MARCH 1
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 19.

MON, MARCH 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS: 
$40–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, MARCH 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THUR, MARCH 5
MUSIC, CHARLIE WILSON, KEM 

AND JOE: $57.50–$153. 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

PHOENIX SUNS: $20–$3,000. 
8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.

Sting operation: The Brooklyn Nets takes on the Charlotte 
Hornets at Barclays Center on March 4.
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A taste of California at We Olive Wine Bar
Do some California Dreamin’ 

at the We Olive Wine Bar in 
Boerum Hill.

This 1,000-square foot facil-
ity is a gourmet retail store, wine 
bar, and a restaurant that carries 
artisan-produced olive oils from 
small growers in California. The 
wine bar highlights the Golden 
State’s vineyards, and the menu 
features food that is prepared 
with the olive oils that are sold at 
the gourmet retail shop located 
on the premises.

Owners Angelo and Patricia 
Incorvaia say that it is their mis-
sion to inspire and nurture the 
soul through an authentic expe-
rience of the senses by providing 
our guests with premium prod-
ucts and exceptional service. We 
look to educate our community 
in domestically grown olive oils 
and artisan food and wine. There 
are 15 We Olives, nationally, 
with stores in California, Texas, 
Reno and New York and more 
are planned for the East Coast. 
Here, New York-produced wines 
are also served, just in case pa-
trons should decide to take a 
break from California Dreamin’ 
and move into a New York state 
of mind.

If it all sounds intriguing, 
come in for complimentary tast-
ings of extra virgin olive oils, 
vinegars, and some of the gour-
met food. It’s an opportunity to 
become familiar with the high 
quality products that are sold 
here.  

One of the more popular 
items is the parmesan asiago 
spread with crisp prosciutto 
on flatbread. It’s topped with 
arugula that’s tossed with aged 
balsamic and Arbequina olive 
oil. The shop is also noted for 
its paninis, like the ricotta and 
prosciutto that’s brushed with 
white truffle olive oil and artisan 
honey. Snacks include California 
almonds roasted in extra virgin 
olive oil and sea salt. 

You can taste the difference. 
The olive oils served are certified 
“extra virgin” by the California 
Olive Oil Council, an important 

distinction because it makes for 
a healthier product, says Angelo. 

“From the very first press of 
the olives, extra-virgin olive oil 
contains the highest level of an-
tioxidants, which are known as 
polyphenols. These antioxidants 
help increase good cholesterol in 
the blood,” he says. “Other more 
ordinary oils don’t have the same 
benefits because the polyphenols 
are removed during the refining 
process.”

As a result, substituting ex-
tra-virgin olive oil for saturated 
fats can help lower bad choles-
terol. Extra-virgin olive oil does 
not contain any harmful trans-
fat. 

“Butter has 7.2 grams of satu-
rated fat in just one tablespoon. 
Olive oil has only 1.8 grams in a 
tablespoon,” he says.

We Olive Wine Bar is doing 
more than simply talking about 
healthier eating. During Febru-
ary, it raised funds in honor of 
American Heart Month. Its goal 
was to reach $3,000. When cus-
tomers donated, they also en-
tered a contest to win a free trip 
to California. Second prize was 
a year’s supply of olive oil, and 
each week, a bottle of oil olive 
was given away.

The business opened on Dec. 
6, and the shop is proud to be part 
of a community that has “a small 
town feel,” says Angelo.  

“Streets are still lined with 
gas-filled lamps and trees. The 
area has many fine shops and 
great restaurants that are owned 
and operated by award winning 
New York City chefs.”

It’s conveniently located 
near the subway and attractions 
such as the Barclays Center, Mi-
cro Museum, Brooklyn Heights 
Promenade, and the Transit Mu-
seum. 

We Olive Wine Bar Brooklyn 
[116 Smith St. between Dean Street 
and Pacific Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 855–2907, www.weolive.
com/brooklyn]. Open Mondays 
and Sundays, 11 am to 7 pm and 
Tuesday through Saturday 10 am 
to 9 pm. Happy Hour, Mondays 
through Fridays, 3 to 7 pm.
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By Trupti Rami
for The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou don’t need a degree to un-
derstand contemporary art — 
just an open mind.

A Brooklyn writer and artist has 
penned a book attempting to explain 
the vast and saturated world of con-
temporary art, which he will discuss 
at PowerHouse Arena in Dumbo on 
March 3. In “The Contemporaries,” 
Roger White (pictured above) — who 
is primarily based in Vermont but 
has held studios throughout Kings 
County since 1998 — explores art 
schools, assistantships, small city 
art scenes, and three contemporary 
artists whose work is more differ-
ent than similar, all in an effort to 
answer the question: what is con-
temporary art?

We weren’t sure either, so we 
caught up with White to find out.

Trupti Rami: How would you ex-
plain contemporary art to the aver-
age Joe?

Roger White: Contemporary 
art as a term is a useful sort of fiction 
to bring different practices together 
under one roof. One of the things that 
fascinates me about contemporary art 

is that, right now, there are artists 
doing very different things from 
one another. One person is painting 
traditional oil still-lifes, another art-
ist is giving performance lectures, 
a third is engaged in activism. All 
those things are supposedly con-
temporary art, but they have little 
in common with one another.

TR: Why should regular people 
care about it?

RW: There’s this idea that art is 
esoteric and abstract, but the thing 
about contemporary art is that artists 
want it to be relevant to the contem-
porary situation. It’s also very acces-
sible. Art-making in the United States 
was for a long time something that 
very few people actually did. Over 
the past half a century, we’ve seen a 
huge explosion in young people mak-
ing work in lots of different places. 
There’s a tremendous amount of pro-
duction and strange, wonderful, ex-
citing things happening.

TR: How can newbies get started on 
their contemporary art odyssey?

RW: New York is so great. Galler-
ies are free. You can go to the Lower 
East Side, Bushwick, Chelsea [Edi-
tor’s note: The Brooklyn Paper only 
endorses doing one of these three 
things], and a lot of different neigh-
borhoods and take an afternoon to 
see amazing work you’ve never seen 
before for no money. A trip to MoMA 
could help to see where all of this 
comes out of. But really, my advice 
is to dive in and don’t be intimidated. 
It’s there to be enjoyed.

TR: Where is the best place to 
learn?

RW: One of the things that makes 
visual art different than other media 
like film, music, or sports is that it is 
meant to be seen in person as much as 
possible. Chances are you won’t have 
to go very far. Brooklyn is interesting 
because things move very fast. Five 
years ago, Williamsburg was viable 
for artists. Now they’re moving out 
to Bushwick and Ridgewood. Sun-
set Park, too. If it doesn’t yet have 
gallery spaces, it will. There are also 
wonderful non-profits in Dumbo like 
Smack Mellon. I get overwhelmed 
trying to keep track of it, but it’s not 
something to be intellectually mas-
tered. It’s not school. It’s art.

Roger White discusses “The 
Contemporaries” at PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. between Water 
and Front streets in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049, www.power house arena.
com]. March 3 at 7 pm. Free.

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

M
ystery is afoot in Wil-
liamsburg.

An author and Wil-
liamsburg expat has set his 
latest murder mystery novel 
on the mean streets of his old 
’hood, an area he said is brim-
ming with potential for tales 
of mystery and intrigue.

“I’ve often said if you 
walk around outside of your 
neighborhood, there’s no way 
you can suffer from writer’s 
block,” said Tim O’Mara. “If 
you get of the L train at Gra-
ham or the G train at Green-
point Avenue and walk around 
with your eyes open, you’ll 
find stories.”

“Dead Red,” which O’Mara 
will bring to Word bookstore 
in Greenpoint on Feb. 27, fol-
lows the exploits of Raymond 
Donne, a Williamsburg 
teacher and ex-cop who be-
gins unravelling the mur-
der of his old police pal, 
gunned down in front of 
him shortly after asking 
for help. 

O’Mara, who is also 
a full-time teacher at 
a school in Manhat-
tan, said he wrote the 
book in his spare time 
over the span of about 
a year — considerably 
more quickly than the 
20 years it took him to 
finally publish “Sacri-
fice Fly,” the first mys-
tery in the Raymond 
Donne series. 

O’Mara taught for 
more than a decade 
in Williamsburg, and 
said he uses that experience to 
inform his protagonist’s ad-
ventures in education. But for 
things beyond his personal ex-
perience, he looks to real ex-
perts — for the skinny on his 
books’ police themes, he turns 
to his brother, a cop on Long 
Island, and his brother-in-law, 
an officer in New York. And 
for “Red Dead,” which deals 
in part with the difficulties 
experienced by returning vet-

erans, he also spoke 
with a cop with combat ex-
perience.

“I like to go to the people 
who know more than I do,” 
O’Mara said. “Researching on 
the internet is well and good, 
but that just tends to bring up 
the questions I want to ask 
real live people.”

If Ray Donne, a teacher 
with an after-hours double-
life, sounds like something 

of toughed-up alter-ego, that 
is because it is exactly what 
he is, O’Mara said. He said 
he puts much of himself into 
Donne, but quickly copped to 
adding a significant dash of 
grit and a sprinkling of moxie 
to the character.

“Ray is nosey and curious 
like I am, but he is a lot tougher 
than I am,” he said. “I prob-
ably couldn’t fight crime in 
my time off.”

“Red Dead” by Tim 
O’Mara, at Word [126 Frank-
lin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 838–0096, 
www.wordbookstores.com]. 
Feb. 27 at 7 pm. Free.

Dead-ford Avenue
Murder mystery author sets 
new book in Williamsburg

The art breaker
Demystifying contemporary art 

Hit the streets: Au-
thor Tim O’Mara gets 
inspiration for his nov-
els from the streets of 
Williamsburg.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hink New York is cold 
right now?

A new play from the-
ater collective Piehole fea-
tures people searching for 
meaning in life while strug-
gling through a deep winter 
freeze in New England. 

“Old Paper Houses,” 
running Feb. 27–March 14 
at the Irondale Center in 
Fort Greene, explores what 
happens to a group of peo-
ple who leave their homes 
and stifled lives to start a 
commune similar to Brook 
Farm, an intentional commu-
nity that existed in Lenox, 
Massachusetts in the 1840s. 
The director said the play is 
an analogy to the constant 

internal struggle of artists 
in search of the perfect en-
vironment. 

“It relates to this ongoing 
conversation in New York 
about the deferred dream,” 
said Tara Ahmadinejad. “It 
is about the impulse to stay 
where you are and try to 
make it better or leave and 
make a new thing.”

The play focuses on seven 
characters who are devoid of 
emotion and feeling while liv-
ing in the regular world, yet 
become happy and animated 
when they move to a com-
mune. But it does not take 
long before the cracks start to 
show, Ahmadinejad said. 

“It is funny just how 
many times in history peo-
ple have started communes, 
either thinking no one has 

ever done this before or that 
they are going to be the ones 
to do it right this time,” said 
Ahmadinejad

Piehole has been work-
ing on the play for more 
than three years. Ahmadine-
jad said it is heavily influ-
enced by poems by 1970s 
writer Bernadette Mayer, 
who wrote about Brook 
Farm and the time that au-
thor Nathaniel Hawthorne 
spent there. 

“Old Paper Houses” at 
the Irondale Center (85 S. 
Oxford St. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Fulton 
Street in Fort Greene, www.
pieholed.com). Feb. 27 at 8 
pm, Feb. 28; March 2–3, 
5–7, and 11–13 at 7:30 pm; 
March 14 at 3 pm and 7:30 
pm. $15–$18.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Manhattan Inn [632 Manhattan Ave. between Nassau and Norman avenues in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0885, www.themanhattaninn.com]. Open Mon–Thu, 5 pm–
2:30 am; Fri, 5 pm–4 am; Sat, 11 am–4 am; Sun, 11 am–2:30 am.

APPLY NOW
K, 1st, 2nd, & 3rd GRADE STUDENTS

At CWC your child will receive:
+ A free progressive education within a diverse school setting;
+ Small class size where all students receive individualized attention; 
+ �������	
����	������ in every room;
+ Art, music, dance, and yoga instruction for all students;
+ ��	�������������
�����	 program until 5:45pm;
+ Pupil transportation�������	��
������
�	���������	����
   Pupil Transportation.

Apply online at www.cwc-williamsburg.org

Citizens of the World Williamsburg Charter School
424 Leonard Street, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11222

enroll.williamsburg@cwc-newyork.org

(718) 384-1386 

2015 - 2016

3 great locations!
78 WILLOUGHBY ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

119 COURT ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

46 WEST 36TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10018

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER & TAKE OUT!  

And now introducing

136 LAWRENCE ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

OPEN 7 DAYS

foraging for edibles in the 
park, with a hunt for fi eld 
garlic, wild goutweed, and 
chickweed. The walk is ap-
proximately four hours. 
RSVP 24 hours in advance. 
$20 ($10 for children under 
10). 11:45 am. Grand Army 
Plaza [Union Street be-
tween Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope, (914) 835–2153], 
www.wildmanstevebrill.
com. 

MON, MARCH 2
WILLIAMSBURG SPELLING 

BEE: Adults-only spelling 
bee. Winners receive nerdy 
prizes and a spot in the an-
nual fi nals. Sign-up begins 
at 7 pm and is limited to the 
fi rst 16 contestants. Free. 
7.30 pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Comedian Mehran 
Khaghani hosts a weekly 
comedy show, with celebrity 
and comedian guests. $10 
($8 in advance). 9 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

TUES, MARCH 3
THEATER, “THE GOOD 

COUNSELOR”: Featuring 
a cast of St. Francis College 
students and alumni, tells 
the story of a public de-
fender’s attempt to mount 
a defense for a woman ac-
cused of killing her baby. 
Free. 11:10 am. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489–5200], https://
www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, LES NUBIANS: $12. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

TALK, LANDLORD-TENNANT 
LAW — KNOW YOUR 
RIGHTS: The Foundation 
Law Committee gives a 
lecture on landlord and 
tenant proceedings, and 
the landlord’s obligation to 
provide services under local 
and state law. Free. 6–7:30 
pm. The Brooklyn Bar As-
sociation [123 Remsen St. 
between Clinton and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 625–3398], www.fern-
fi nkel.com. 

MUSIC, “SOUTHERN LIGHTS 
TONIGHT”: Debut of singer 
Matthew White’s album 
“Fresh Blood.” $22 ($18 in 
advance). 7 pm. BRIC Arts 
Media House [647 Fulton 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

MUSIC, LADY LAMB, CUD-
DLE MAGIC: $15. 8 pm. 
Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

WED, MARCH 4
THEATER, “A MIDSUMMER 

NIGHT’S DREAM”: New 
Place Players combines 
Shakespeare’s classic com-
edy with a meal served 
throughout the perfor-
mance. $75 or $125. 6:30. 
Casa Duse [16 Prospect Park 
West between Carroll and 
President streets in Park 
Slope, (646) 266–2762], 
www.newplaceplayersnyc.
com. 

MUSIC, “SEMELE”: Zhang 
Huan directs Handel’s opera 
“Semele,” set within the 
walls of an actual 450-year-
old Ming Dynasty temple. 
From $35. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and 
Saint Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

PURIM ACROSS THE SLOPE: 
Brooklyn Jews, Congre-
gation Beth Elohim, Shir 
HaMaalot, Altshul,Mishkan 
Minyan, and Prospect 
Heights Shul host a joint 
Megillah reading and Purim 
party. Free for reading 
free, $10 for party. 7:30 pm. 
Congregation Beth Elohim 
[274 Garfi eld Pl. at Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3814], www.congrega-
tionbethelohim.org. 

THURS, MARCH 5
MOONLIGHT WALK: An eve-

ning of stargazing, hiking, 
hot cocoa, and s’mores. $10 
($30 for a family of four). 
6–8 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

READING, ELLA WOOD-
WARD: Chef and blogger 
shares her philosophy of 
healthy eating in her new 
book “Deliciously Ella.” 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

THEATER, “BAMBIF------/
KAFFEEHAUS”: An ex-
ploration into how the 
Vienna of 1923 stacks up to 
Brooklyn of 2015. $18. 7:30 
pm. The Brick [575 Met-
ropolitan Ave. at Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

FRI, MARCH 6
THEATER, “THE CHAM-

PION”: Play inspired by the 
life of singer Nina Simone. 

$14 ($10 advance). 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, THE MET, JESSE AN-
DREWS, BIRDS OF SPRAY, 
SOMETHING SNEAKY: $8. 
8 pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand 
St. at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

SAT, MARCH 7
ART, “POEMS FOR THE 

BREAKING OF SPELLS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 

Exhibition of artist, activist, 
and educator Che Baraka’s 
work exploring cultural 
and social tropes found in 
African American culture. 
Opening reception features 
music from vocalist Maritri 
Garrett. Free. 6–9 pm. The 
Skylight Gallery [1368 Ful-
ton St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6900], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAZZ 
WIDE OPEN: Works per-
formed by jazz musicians 
Joe Lovano, John Herbert, 
and more. $15. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Conservatory of Music 

[58 Seventh Ave. between 
Lincoln Place and Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
622–3300], www.bqcm.org. 

THEATER, “THE BAKER’S 
WIFE”: The Gallery Players 
presents a play based on 
the fi lm “La Femme de Bou-
langer,” about a baker and 
his wife in Provence, France 
in the 1930s. $18. 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

No country 
for cold men
Play is set in freezing winter

Chilling out: The world of “Old Paper Houses” is even colder than New York 
City right now.
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By Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

Between long-time Brook-
lynites and starry-eyed new 
arrivals, when it comes to 
Bushwick real estate, every-
one is getting screwed.

Some of Aron Stark’s ten-
ants’ leases, presented by Le-
gal Aid lawyer Sarah Robin-
son in court, show his rental 
properties in 2012 being popu-
lated by unrelated roommates 
paying an average of $1,800 
for two-and-three bedroom 
apartments, in what some 
renters describe as squalid 
conditions. 

The four properties have 
36 open buildings depart-
ment violations, including 
for a cracked ceiling, miss-
ing railings, faulty boilers, and 
exposed wiring, and the row 
house at 1339 Hancock St. has 
racked up $24,300 in fines, 
city records show. Some of 
the fines are directed at the 
former owner.

One former Stark tenant 
named in the ruling, who 
lived in a three-bedroom 
across Hancock Street with 
Brooklyn Paper reporter Max 
Jaeger and another friend, said 
his apartment lacked electric-
ity for days after they moved 
in, and had no gas for the first 
month. The overhead lights 
were bare bulbs — Stark told 
them to buy light fixtures 
themselves — and some of 
the apartment was downright 

GENTRIFICATION BLUES
Tenant, lawyer describe ‘cycle’ of abuse by landlords

bizarre, he said.
“There was a room that was 

half blue and half white — the 
painting just stopped,” David 
Perezcassar said. “It was re-
ally weird.”

In the two years Perezcas-
sar lived there, Stark seldom 
fixed anything, forcing the 
three 20-something trans-
plants to do the work them-
selves, Perezcassar claimed. 
Nevertheless, he said, the rent 
went up $800. 

A contractor who said he 
has worked for Stark affirmed 
the tenant’s characterization 
of Stark as unreliable.

“He’s grimy,” said the 

worker, who asked not to be 
identified because he works 
in the Hasidic Jewish com-
munity that Stark is a part of. 
“Not trustworthy at all.”

Stark’s attempt to evict his 
rent-stabilized tenant comes 
as landlords nearby are alleg-
edly taking even more drastic 
measures to remove low-pay-
ing renters and take advantage 
of the area’s overheated real 
estate market. In Greenpoint, 
 tenants of Joel and Aaron 
Israel say the pair had their 
boiler and electrical system 
axed  to force the city to evict 
them. Tenants of the Israels 
in Bushwick say  they hired 

a contractor to rip a massive 
hole in an apartment floor to 
pressure them out . The Israels 
deny the accusations. 

Other landlords are ac-
cused of  bribing building in-
spectors to fraudulently evict 
tenants in Bushwick and Wil-
liamsburg .

Robinson, the tenant law-
yer, said the rent-regulation 
rules that allow landlords to 
increase the rent by 20 percent 
when tenants vacate rent-sta-
bilized apartments, to add an 
additional percentage based 
on the cost of renovations, 
and to deregulate apartments 
when they surpass a certain 
rent ceiling, encourage fraud 
and tenant harassment.

“That incentivizes the 
landlord to register the apart-
ment at a higher rate than what 
they’re actually renting it out 
for, and to harass the tenant 
into leaving so that they can 
do a whitewash job of repairs 
and move someone who’s re-
cently been displaced from 
Manhattan or Williamsburg 
in there,” she said.

Longtime residents with 
low rents aren’t the only 
ones victimized in the cur-
rent rental market, Perezcas-
sar said.

“It’s just a cycle of bringing 
in young Brooklyn kids and 
spitting them out,” he said. 
“A lot of landlords are tak-
ing advantage of kids com-
ing to New York to pursue 
their dreams.”

Continued from page 1

IRONIC...
in Monsey, New York. 

• On a Section 8 form filled 
out in 2012, when his rent 
was $1,386 and he was pay-
ing $175 out of pocket, Stark 
listed his annual income as 
$5,200 and told housing of-
ficials he had any real estate 
interests, despite his having 
acquired three rental proper-
ties in Bushwick in 2007, and 
a fourth, the Greene Avenue 
building, in 2008. 

• For a time period unspeci-
fied in the judge’s ruling, Stark 

collected Section 8 for a second 
apartment, in Manhattan.

• On a $1.1-million mort-
gage for two of his rental 
buildings, he listed the Mon-
sey, New York address. When 
asked why he was getting mail 
there rather than in Brooklyn, 
he said the upstate address 
was “safe,” whereas getting 
mail in New York City is not, 
a rationale the judge wrote 
“makes no sense.” 

• Stark testified that, though 
he had once listed the Monsey 
house as his primary address, 

he had only spent summers 
there following his divorce. He 
said the house is now owned by 
Ignat Stark, a relative who he 
claims to have never met.

Stark’s attorney has filed a 
motion leaving open the pos-
sibility of an appeal, mean-
ing he could renew his push 
to evict Fringo within the next 
year. His lawyer disputed the 
judge’s ruling but declined to 
address specific questions about 
his actions.

“We respectfully disagree 
with the conclusions of the judge 
and we are considering all of our 
options,” Ronete Koop said.

It is not the first time a Stark 
has been in the public eye.

Stark’s brother, Menachem 
“Max” Stark, was kidnapped 
outside of his Williamsburg 
office, murdered, and found 
burned in a dumpster on Long 
Island in early January, 2014. 
In the days following his death, 
details emerged of his  large 
debts and grim conditions  at his 
Brooklyn rental properties.

Fringo declined to com-
ment through her attorney.

A man who answered Stark’s 
cellphone and identified himself 
as his business partner said that 
Stark was in Argentina until the 
late summer and that he could 
not be reached. Stark did not re-
spond to a request for comment 
made through Facebook.

Louis Ramos, a neighbor of 300 Nassau Ave. in 
Greenpoint, where tenants have been forced out 
for a year, thinks landlords have gone too far.
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white. And thank god. No, 
not because he’s indispens-
able, but did you hear the piece 
de resistance the Nets would 
get in return? Russell West-
brook’s backup, Reggie Jack-
son! This is no knock on Reg-
gie. I love guys named Reggie. 
But don’t we already have 
some guy with more frag-
ile ankles than me, making 
roughly $20 million a year, 
who’s supposed to be the face 
of the franchise? 

So, what’s the best that 
could have happened? Reg-
gie comes in, starts, does the 
damn thing for the final few 
months of the season, and the 
Nets give him max money 
when he becomes a free agent 
this summer. Great, two point 
guards making max money. 
And Deron Williams, with his 
injuries, contract, and dimin-
ishing talent has all but ruled 

“C ’mon, up and at 
‘em, let’s go.”

It is 7 am and 
time is wasting. It is day five 
of our California trip, and we 
have to get up and on the road. 
Old Route 66 lies just out-
side the door of our Historic 
Route 66 Motel, whose park-
ing lot is filled with the rusty 
old cars and trucks of yes-
teryear, its sidewalks littered 
with old long-since-used cig-
arette machines. 

I want to see every bit 
of California, and I want to 
show my kids. We stayed with 
friends in Los Angeles and 
saw Malibu and the Holly-
wood Walk of Fame, the hand-
prints and signatures in front 
of Mann’s Chinese Theater. 
We drove through the des-
ert, stopping for sarsaparilla, 
corn nuts, and beef jerky at 
the roadside restaurant and 
all-terrain vehicle rental 
spot in the shadow of the Si-
erra Nevada’s on the way to 
Death Valley. We hiked up a 
mountain of Borax to catch 
the sunset, drove windy roads 
through incredible rock for-
mations formed millions of 
years ago, licked salt off the 

Our Camp
OPEN HOUSES
Saturday, February 28th
Saturday, March 14th (1:30pm)
Saturday, March 28th (1:00pm 
and 2:30pm)

Children are always welcome
Our warm, caring staff will lead a variety of 
camp activities while you attend our Camp 
Director’s presentation

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Flagrant
Fowl

with Crummy the Pigeon

Steph and the family go West

Badwater Basin at 282 feet 
below sea level, climbed to 
the top of the Mesquite Flat 
sand dunes and lunched under 
a creosote bush in the belly 
of the Ubehebe Crater. 

“Up, up, pack up, let’s go.” 
I am unsure of myself, 

dragging my kids to a dif-
ferent place every day, up and 
out well before 9 am. Am I 
the greatest mother ever, or 
will they remember these road 
trips with a sigh and an eye-
roll, wondering why we could 
never just relax? 

It is the same zest and zeal I 
poke fun at in my fellow New 
Yorkers, that go-go-go atti-
tude that is a hallmark of the 
City That Never Sleeps. 

But vacations, in my mind, 
are no time to sleep. There 
is so much to do and see. I 

am anxious to get out there 
and hit the Rainbow Basin, 
which supposedly is used in 
film shoots trying to depict 
Mars. What about that Cal-
ico Ghost Town that shows 
the life of early silver miners 
in the Mojave Desert?

The kids finally roll out 
of bed, complaining the do-
nuts I’ve gotten are gross. We 
dare to ignore the “no pas-
senger cars” sign to take our 
rented sport  utility vehicle 
into the Rainbow Basin, and 
are rewarded for our harrow-
ing four-wheeling through the 
rock walls with a landscape 
that indeed resembles some-
thing totally otherworldly. 
The Calico Ghost Town, de-
spite its many touristy shop-
ping opportunities, is an amaz-
ing window into a time when 

people traveled for days and 
days by horse-drawn wagon 
to try to find their riches, set-
tling in spots for just a brief pe-
riod before abandoning them 
when the gems and minerals 
ran dry. 

Lunch at Route 66 hotspot 
the Summit Inn featured a vin-
tage jukebox from the ’60s 
and we played Elvis in hom-
age to the King, who suppos-
edly visited the kitschy diner. 
After a gorgeous drive, we 
are in Ventura, walking on 
the beach, borrowing a vol-
leyball from the girls’ teams 
practicing on the sandy courts 
to try our hand (only serves 
seem to come back to me from 
my days on the junior varsity 
team in high school).

We are blessed to be able 
to travel and I am amazed as 
I point out all the things that 
are different from home, the 
houses on the hills, the palm 
trees that loom overhead, the 
world around us that is the 
same one we live in but that 
feels so, so different. 

We drive through the farm-
lands just North of Los Ange-
les, picking our own tanger-
ines and feeding the pygmy 

Get more 
context at

BrooklynPaper.com

T
he dust around the Nets 
never seems to stop 
swirling. Some of it is 

caused by the fellas in the raf-
ters after one too many tall 
boys, and some of it by the 

constant media storm that 
seems to follow this team. 
Whatever the cause, at least 
we can put the constant ru-
mors to bed for the rest of 
the season.  

Brook Lopez, everyone’s 
favorite Big Lug, the most 
loyal man in Brooklyn, the 
longest tenured Net, has 
survived the trade deadline 
and will remain in black and 

Trade winds blow, Nets don’t pick up much

Big man Brook Lopez is 
sticking around.
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as well be.  
And whom 

did the Nets 
get in return 
you ask? Thad-
deus Young, 
who is younger 
than Garnett, 

so we have to chalk this up 
to a win for the Nets. Young 
will reunite with the man who 
drafted him, Billy King.

Then again, if King was 
involved, the automatic as-
sumption is that the Nets 
got fleeced — and who can 
blame Brooklynites for react-
ing that way? With the depar-
ture of KG, all the Nets have 
to show for shipping out three 
first-round draft picks and a 
couple half-warm bodies is 
Thaddeus Young, one playoffs 
series win, and half a loaf of 
rye bread. They didn’t even 
really get the rye bread! I just 

added that so the deal didn’t 
seem so lopsided!

Thad Young is a fine player. 
The type of guy who brings 
some athleticism to a team 
full of stiffs. I don’t know if 
it’s the beers or the distance 
from my vantage point in the 
rafters, but I swear sometimes 
these guys are playing under-
water. Young should speed 
things up a bit. 

But he’s certainly not enough 
to push the Nets beyond the bat-
tle for the eighth seed.  Hope-
fully, you’ve been enjoying this 
cold winter, Nets fans, because 
with aging stars making too 
much money, and no draft picks, 
the next few are only going to 
get colder in Brooklyn. 

At this point, I’d trade 
Deron Williams for that loaf of 
rye bread. It’s probably more 
than they could get for him, 
anyway. 

himself un-tradeable.
The Big Lug survives, but the 

Big Ticket does not. Kevin Gar-
nett was shipped off to his orig-
inal home, Minnesota, where 
he will get to yell at a lot of 
young kids. The very reason he 
waived his no-trade clause, no 
doubt. Seems like an ideal fit 
for both parties. Man, we are 
going to miss that guy. 

There is nothing I love more 
than ruffling the feathers of 
your opponent and KG could do 
it with the best of them. We’ll 
pour out some Olde E for you, 
KG. You aren’t dead, but you 
are in Minnesota, so you might 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823
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NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

goats as we make our way 
back to the city. Friends in 
California have fruit in their 
yards. I pine for this and won-
der why it is that we live in 
the East, especially this winter 
when temperatures are reach-
ing alarming lows. 

But then I remember there 
is so much to love about 
Brooklyn, walking every-
where, public transportation, 
even the living on top of one 
another, which often can force 
us to interact more with our 
neighbors. And there is the 
frenetic pace, which I take 
with me no matter where I go 
and, for better or worse, am 
foisting upon my kids. 

There is so much of the world 
to see and learn about, as evi-
denced in the map I have hung 
recently on the boys’ bedroom 
wall. Even at high speed, we 
will be hard-pressed to make 
a dent in the time we are allot-
ted on this great earth. 

But we’re going to try.
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ways pushing for an immedi-
ate resolution.

When I called him about 
an issue with the apartment, 
he would rush to get me off 
the line, occasionally hanging 
up on me. It took several such 
calls before he would consider 
making basic repairs, and they 

rarely got done. The skylight 
over the stairwell leaked in-
cessantly and water pooling on 
the third-story mezzanine pro-
gressively rotted the floor.

When we left, we didn’t 
get our $1,800 security de-
posit back, and after we made 
a few entreaties, Stark stopped 
answering his phone.

velopers don’t care about. 
“If our skin were any 

other color, this would not 
be happening,” Roseanne 
Lynn said. 

Clinton Hill was 51 per-
cent African-American and 
41 percent white as of the 2010 
Census, a marked shift from 
2000, when the figures were 
72 percent and 19 percent, re-
spectively. The average rent 
for a two-bedroom has hov-
ered around $3,000 since the 
fall of 2013, but the cost of new 
development in the neighbor-
hood has more than doubled 
since the end of 2011, accord-
ing to MNS real estate.

Richard Grobman, who 
owns the property, told the 
assembled residents that he 
hoped to have a supermarket 
open in the ground floor of 
the completed development. 
But he also said he could not 
guarantee that it would hap-
pen.

“We certainly appreciate 

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The driver who killed a 
pregnant woman and her 
new husband in a hit-and-
run crash in 2013 is facing life 
in prison after a jury found 
him guilty on Feb. 20 of man-
slaughter and criminally neg-
ligent homicide.

Julio Acevedo was also 
found guilty of two counts 
of leaving the scene of a crash 
for smashing his Bavarian 
Motor Works ride into the liv-
ery cab carrying Nathan and 
Raizy Glauber, both 21, to a 
hospital. Friends and family 
of the young couple say that 
justice has been served, but 

that no prison sentence could 
be long enough to make up 
for Acevedo’s reckless driv-
ing, and his fleeing to Penn-
sylvania.

“Julio Acevedo is not only 
a murderer who killed the 
Glauber couple and their un-
born child, but is also a cow-
ard for leaving the scene and 

the state for four days,” said 
family friend and spokesman 
Isaac Abraham. “I would give 
him three times life. He took 
three lives, and the issue of 
the baby did not really even 
come up in court.”

Acevedo was speeding 
at about 70 miles an hour 
down Kent Avenue early 

on the morning of March 3, 
2013 when he crashed into 
the cab at Wilson Avenue, 
prosecutors said. 

The newlyweds died, and 
the cabbie suffered minor 
injuries. Medical personnel 
delivered the baby and he 
survived for a day after his 
parents had died, accord-

Couple-killing hit-and-run driver guilty
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In Williamsburg, the head 
of the transportation commit-
tee of the neighborhood’s 
community board had a dif-
ferent take, saying that more 
people taking mass transit and 
cycling will actually increase 
traffic.

“It will mean that people 
will be parking and leaving 
their vehicles and crossing the 
bridge in other ways,” said 
Karen Nieves. “It will add to 
congestion.”

Nieves is also afraid that 
the tolls will put a strain on 
already-stretched small busi-
nesses. 

“It is going to be extra 
expensive and hinder do-
ing business in New York,” 
she said. 

In Bay Ridge, a telecom-
munications service worker 
who drives to jobs in Brooklyn 
and Manhattan daily agreed 
that the new system would be 
hard on the little guys trying 
to make a living.

“The city has increased the 
cost to guys like me going 
into the city to work tremen-
dously in the last 20 years — 
much higher and much faster 
than everything else as far 
as traveling in the city goes, 
and I think it’s just another 

way to suck more money out 
of us,” Greg Ahl said. “It re-
minds me of Bloomberg, who 
just doesn’t want us driving 
into the city, and that’s not 
realistic, because there’s too 
many people that don’t have 
a choice.”
— with Danielle Furfaro 

and Max Jaeger

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

TOLL PLAN...

LANDLORD...

FOOD...

SAM THE MAN: Sam 
Schwartz, who coined 
the term “gridlock,” 
presented an alternate 
toll scheme that he says 
could alleviate it.
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A jury convicted driver Julio Acevedo of manslaugh-
ter and criminally negligent homicide for crashing 
his car into a taxi that was taking Nathan and Raizy 
Glauber, above, to the hospital in March of 2013. 
The newlyweds died, as did their baby, prematurely 
delivered after the crash.

that a supermarket is impor-
tant to the neighborhood here. 
And we are endeavoring to 
have a supermarket here in the 
final development,” he said. 
“We’re not obligated to, but 
we’re certainly trying. I can’t 
guarantee it though.”

It is in his interest to give 
the people what they want, 
he said.

“I hope that I’m smart 
enough to choose an op-
erator that can provide the 
community what it needs,” 
he said. “Because if I don’t, 
I’m going to have a big va-
cant store.”

Ryerson Towers resi-
dents said that other grocery 
stores, including a C-Town 
two blocks away on Taaffe 
Place, are too far for seniors 
to get to.

“Closing that store is just 
crazy,” said Dennis Wil-
liams, who goes shopping 
at Key Food with his elderly 
mother. “You haven’t taken 
us or the seniors into consid-

eration at all.” 
Public Advocate Leti-

tia James, who lives nearby 
and patronizes the Key Food, 
said the distance to the other 
grocery stores is too much 
for oldsters.

“I can walk to Myrtle or 
Dekalb, but the vast major-
ity of these residents cannot,” 
she said.

Grobman’s family has 
owned the property for 50 
years and used to operate a 
grocery store at the site called 
Dan’s Supreme, a chain of su-
permarkets his family still 
owns. He is set to retain par-
tial ownership of the property 
after its development through 
a joint agreement with Slate 
Property Group.

The building is supposed 
to include 110 rental apart-
ments, underground park-
ing, and ground floor retail, 
according David Schwartz, 
a principal of Slate.

He said the group will pur-
sue a tax abatement that would 
set aside a fifth of the units 
as below-market rate. A small 
doctor’s office is also planned 

in the space.
The retail portion is planned 

to be built in a way conducive 
to attracting a supermarket, 
even though building it dif-
ferently would be more lucra-
tive, Schwartz said.

“We could make a lot more 
money by dividing it up into 
smaller stores,” Schwartz said. 
“But we listened to the com-
munity express a demand for 
a supermarket.”

At the town hall, residents 
were also angry over the short 
notice for the store’s shutter-
ing, and asked the pols pres-
ent why they did not know 
sooner. The site’s zoning al-
lows for the project to be built 
without special permission, 
and does not require public 
hearings or political input to 
move forward. 

James said she heard about 
the closing the way every-
body did — while shopping 
for cereal.

Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Clinton Hill) said 
the process is broken.

“I’m baffled that you don’t 
know more about what this 
project entails,” she said. 
“We’re working everyday 
in the Council to transform 
the legislation that makes a 
development like this pos-
sible.”

James had a different 
take.

“He owns private property, 
and he’s saying, ‘I’m going to 
do whatever I want with it,’ ” 
she said. “We don’t live in a 
communist country. This is 
capitalism.”

ing to reports. 
Acevedo hopped out of his 

car momentarily to view the 
carnage, then fled, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office said. 
Police arrested him in Penn-
sylvania four days later.  

Acevedo’s lengthy crimi-
nal history, including a man-
slaughter rap for the 1987 
killing of stickup artist Kel-
vin “50 Cent” Martin, whose 
nickname the famed rapper 
took for his own, makes the 
charges carry 25 years to life 
imprisonment. 

Acevedo’s lawyer said he 
does not believe the convic-
tion was appropriate given the 
evidence, and that he plans 
to ask the judge to overturn 
the conviction at the March 
18 sentencing. 

“Our argument is that 
speeding alone is not enough 
to rise to the level of reckless 
or negligent conduct,” said at-
torney Scott Brettschneider. 
“We believe we have very 
strong grounds for getting 
this overturned, and if not 
that, then an appeal.”

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The planned overhaul of the 
long-padlocked Saint Mary’s 
Park in Carroll Gardens will 
thin crowds at Carroll Park, 
which has been overrun in re-
cent years, according to the ad-
ministrator of the neighbor-
hood’s community board.

“Carroll Park has been in 
the unfortunate position of hav-
ing to be all things to all peo-
ple,” said Craig Hammerman, 
district manager of Commu-
nity Board 6. “This redesign 
will certainly allow for those 
currently using Carroll Park to 
have more options, which is a 
plus for both spaces.”

Saint Mary’s Park, cur-
rently consisting of just a play-
ground, sits on Smith Street 
between Luquer and Hunting-
ton streets, under the elevated 
F and G tracks. It has been 

closed since 2009 due to con-
struction work at the Smith-
Ninth station. Now, with $1.35 
million committed by the sub-

way contractor and Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Carroll 
Gardens) the city is beginning 
to redesign the park.

The contractor money 
comes as part of a deal the 
parks department struck to 
allow the company to store 
trucks and materials in the park 
in exchange for $850,000 to 
renovate the playground.

When work on the Culver 
Viaduct tracks dragged on, and 
the original contractor walked 
off the job months before the 
August, 2013 reopening, lo-
cals wanted the city to demand 
more contractor money, but it 
didn’t, Hammerman said.

“We were a little upset that 
the parks department didn’t 
renegotiate,” he said.

Lander pitched in an-
other $500,000 for the proj-
ect, which is in the early plan-
ning stages. 

The park woes were com-
pounded by  the year-long clo-
sure underway at Red Hook’s 
Coffey Park . 

The parks department does 
not have a date set for when 
it will reopen Saint Mary’s 
Park.

Park under tracks making a comeback

Saint Mary’s Park has been closed since construc-
tion began on the raised F and G tracks in 2009.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn judge cheated the 
owner of a landmarked Park Slope 
building out of his property when she 
illegally allowed its sale at auction to 
pay off creditors, a lawsuit claims.

Eric Richmond, who purchased the 
Brooklyn Lyceum on Fourth Avenue 
between President and Union streets 
in 1994 and used it as an events space 
until this winter, claims a bankruptcy 
judge lied when she ruled that a court 
filing to keep the building in his name 
got to her a day late, and that the auc-
tion she subsequently approved should 
never have happened.

Richmond alleged Judge Carla 
Craig gave him seven days to appeal 

a ruling she filed on Sept. 30 that al-
lowed the property to be auctioned. 
But when he filed his appeal on Oct. 
7, the judge ignored it, claiming it 
was a day late, as she signed her or-
der on Sept. 29 — and that was when 
the clock started ticking.

“Due process matters,” Richmond 
said. “If you’re given seven days, you’re 
supposed to get seven days — and you 
can’t just change that after the fact.” 

But Craig lifted the order keep-
ing the Lyceum off the market and 
 it sold at auction on Oct. 23 for $7.6 
million . 

Richmond’s motion is one of sev-
eral last-ditch efforts to regain con-
trol of his pet project, which was a 
decrepit eyesore when he bought it 

two decades ago. He has battled for 
the Lyceum since foreclosure proceed-
ings began in 2008 over millions of 
dollars in liens against the property, 
a debt that at the time of the sale had 
climbed to more than $5 million. 

Richmond is fighting his legal bat-
tles in hopes of reopening the venue, 
but he said he is also taking a stand 
for fair treatment by the courts.

“My main goal is getting the 
building back, but if I have to fall 
on the sword of due process, I will 
fall on that sword,” he said. 

The new owner, meanwhile, is 
steaming ahead with plans to re-
store the Lyceum’s facade and con-
vert the inside to condos. The firm, 
Greystone, also plunked down $12.5 

million for an adjacent lot on which 
it plans to build a 12-story, 75-unit 
residential rental building, along with 
ground-floor retail space. 

The decision to snap up the arts 
center came at the last minute, a 
representative said.

“While in the process of purchasing 
225 Fourth Ave., we found out about 
the auction next door,” said Karen 
Marotta, a Greystone spokeswoman. 
“It all happened very fast.”

Marotta said Greystone expects 
work on the rental building to begin 
in the spring, but the development of 
the former Lyceum will take longer, as 
the developer must navigate the strict 
requirements of the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission.

Lyceum’s ex-owner: Judge cheated me out of property



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250012  AWP  February 27-March 5, 2015

Great rates like ours are always in season.

*New money only. APY effective February 9, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals 
may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

12-Month CD

1.05%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Started from the bottom 
now it’s here.

Bedford-Stuyvesant’s Bil-
lie Holiday Theatre is moving 
to Fort Greene for two years 
while construction crews give 
it an overhaul. Its opening 
show in its temporary new 
home is “Brothers from the 
Bottom,” a play starring Wen-
dell Pierce about gentrifica-
tion in New Orleans. The head 
of the 43-year-old playhouse 
said that the more centrally 
located digs at the Brooklyn 
Music School Playhouse on 
Saint Felix Street will give the 
institution a chance to reach 
more people.

“With all the transit hubs 
there, it should be no problem 
for our audience to come out,” 
Marjorie Moon said. “And we 
should also be able to attract 
a new audience.”

The star power — Pierce 
played memorable roles in 
“The Wire,” “Treme,” and 
“Selma,” to name a few — 
should help pack the seats, 
too, she said.

“Curiosity will bring a lot 
of people out,” she said.

Moon started working at 
the theater in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant’s Restoration Plaza back 
in 1974, seven years after the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant Restora-
tion Corporation was founded 
as one of the nation’s first 
community-development 
groups.

The $4-million renova-
tion should restore the the-
ater to its former splendor, 
Moon said.

“I was here when the au-
dience used to be captivated 
by the beauty of the space. It 
was just phenomenal, people 
loved coming here,” she said. 
“Over the years it has gotten 
worn. It doesn’t represent who 
we are anymore.”

Moon remembers a time 
when people would treat the 
venue like it was on Broad-
way, and that is something she 
hopes they can recapture.

“People would dress up in 
their mink coats and their Sun-
day clothes,” she said. “We’re 
looking to get that back.”

Curtains for Fort Greene
Bed-Stuy theater begins 2-year run near BAM

The overhaul is the insti-
tution’s first, and includes 
updates to the sound and 
lighting systems, stage, and 
handicap-accessible seats. 
Another entrance is also set 
to be added.

“It will really be like 
walking into a new theater,” 
Moon said. “We’re all in for 
a treat.”

The stage improvements 
are key, actually lowering its 
height to allow the audience 

a better view. Sight lines had 
always been a problem at the 
theater, Moon said.

The alterations are sup-
posed to be done by the end 
of 2016, are being paid by 
grants from the Borough 
President’s Office, the city, 
and private donors.

The theater has a long 
history of giving African-
American writers and ac-
tors a platform to put on new 
work. Samuel L. Jackson per-

formed there as a young ac-
tor and Smokey Robinson 
had his first musical pro-
duced there. “Brothers from 
the Bottom” is the brainchild 
of the theater’s artistic direc-
tor Jackie Alexander, a New 
Orleans native.

The Billie Holiday spruc-
ing-up comes as the city and 
investors are directing new at-
tention to Brooklyn’s grand 
old theaters, with Flatbush’s 
Kings Theatre  freshly re-
opened after four decades  and 
a $94-million renovation, and 
Fort Greene’s Paramount The-
ater in the process of repris-
ing its role as a performance 
venue  after a half-century as 
a college gym .

“Brothers from the Bot-
tom” at the Brooklyn Music 
School Playhouse (126 Saint 
Felix St. between Hanson 
Place and Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene, www.thebil-
lieholiday.org). March 6–29. 
Fridays at 8 pm; Saturdays 
at 3 and 8 pm; Sundays at 2 
and 7 pm. $20–$30.
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(Left) Jackie Alexander, 
the artistic director for 
Bedford-Stuyvesant’s 
Billie Holiday Theatre 
(above), will be putting 
on shows in Fort Greene 
while his home venue 
gets a $4-million make-
over.
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— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 

Massive ice floes hug the Greenpoint and Williamsburg waterfront on Wednesday morning after 
weeks of freezing temperatures. This February has been among the coldest ever recorded in New 
York, and has wreaked havoc on Brooklyn. The ice got so thick on the banks of the East River that 
the East River Ferry suspended service “until further notice” on Tuesday, and it remained stopped at 
press time on Wednesday.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The Queen of Funk is coming to the borough 
of Kings!

Legendary singer Chaka Khan will kick off the 
 annual Celebrate Brooklyn! concert series  with a 
free performance at the Prospect Park Bandshell 
on June 3, organizers announced today. Her set 
will be preceded by a cocktail reception honor-
ing Forest City Ratner executive David Berliner 
for his artistic contributions — of the monetary 
variety. Tickets to that start at $500.

Khan’s is one of two summer concerts announced 
so far, the other being a July 21 show by the Man-
hattan indie-rock band Interpol. Khan began her 
career in the 1970s as the lead singer of the band 
Rufus, and decades later she is still going strong 
with 22 albums and 10 Grammys to her name.

Now in its 37th year, Celebrate Brooklyn! is a 
summer-long series of shows at the bandshell put 
on by the arts group Bric. Previous season-open-
ers have included Janelle Monae, Jimmy Cliff, 
and David Byrne.

Happy Chaka Khan-ukkah!
Queen of Funk to open this year’s ‘Celebrate Brooklyn’

Sexagenarian superstar Chaka Khan is going to bring down 
the bandshell in Prospect Park on June 3.
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