Egypt – Moses was real
Moses an actual historical figure, or was he just a myth?

If he really existed, how much of the Moses story, as recorded in the Old Testament, is true?

Let’s have a look.

==========================

Ancient historians talk of Moses as a real historical character

The Christian historian Eusebius, in his Preparation for the Gospel, made reference to a Jewish historian named Artapanus, who wrote a history of the Israelites called Concerning the Jews.

This original work is lost to us, but some interesting points brought out therein were mentioned by Eusebius, most significantly the point that Moses, in his early years, lived under the reign of the 13th Dynasty pharaoh, Khaneferre Sobekhotep IV.

This was a rather obscure pharaoh, yet many details of his reign are actually consistent with at least some of the biblical account of the life of Moses, as we shall see.

This clearly indicates that Aretapanus must have had access to at least somewhat accurate historical records that have long since been lost to us.

Anyway, if Artapanus can be trusted, then Prince Moses grew up in Egypt during the time of the Hyksos occupation, and was clearly a Hyksos proto-Israelite himself.

Interestingly, modern scholars have determined that the word Hyksos means “rulers of foreign lands, ” or “foreign rulers.”

Hmmm

Does that not sound like what our Jewish supremacist friends have always been about?

==========================

Moses and the Cushites

As time went on, the Hyksos allied themselves with the Cushites, to wage war against Egypt, so that they could maintain their strangle-hold over the Egyptian people.

But initially, such a close connection did not exist between the Hyksos and the Cushites.

How that close connection came about is an interesting story.

We find records of it in the writings of Josephus, who, by his own admission, took back to Rome with him, after the sacking of Jerusalem in 70 AD, ancient Jewish holy books that were in the temple.

Included within these books, or scrolls, must have been somewhat reliable historical records of the story of Moses, from which he was inspired to write his own historical account of this Hebrew Egyptian prince.

What he wrote about Moses was indeed quite interesting.

Here are some excerpts:

“Moses,…when he…came to the age of maturity, made his virtue manifest to the Egyptians [gave a false favorable impression of himself]…
	“The Ethiopians [Cushites] who are adjacent neighbors to the Egyptians, made an incursion into their country, which they seized upon, carrying off the effects of the Egyptians…
	“They proceeded as far as Memphis and the sea itself, whilst not one of the cities was able to oppose them.  The Egyptians, under this sad oppression, took themselves to [consulted] their oracles and prophecies and when God had given them this counsel--to make use of Moses the Hebrew and take his assistance--the king commanded his daughter to produce him, that he might be the general of their army…
	“So Moses, at the persuasion both of Thermuthis and the king himself, cheerfully undertook the task…
	“…he came upon the Ethiopians before they expected him and, joining battle with them, he defeated them, depriving them of the hopes they had of success against the Egyptians and went on in overthrowing their cities and indeed made a great slaughter of these Ethiopians…
	“…at length they retreated to Saba, a royal city of Ethiopia, which Cambyses later named Meroe, after the name of his own sister.  The place was to be besieged with very great difficulty, since it was both encompassed by the Nile all around, and the other rivers, Astapus and Astaboras,…being encompassed with a strong wall…and having great ramparts between the wall and the rivers…
	“However, while Moses was uneasy at the lying idle of the enemy (for the enemy dared not come to battle) this incident happened:  Tharbis was the daughter of the king of the Ethiopians, and she happened to see Moses as he led the army near the walls, fighting with great courage…she fell deeply in love with him and…sent him the most faithful of all her servants to talk with him about their marriage.  He thereupon accepted the offer, on condition that she would procure the delivering up of the city…
	“No sooner was the agreement made than it took effect immediately and, when Prince Moses had suppressed the Ethiopians, he gave thanks to God and consummated his marriage, leading the Egyptians back to their own land.”

Clearly, what actually went on here is that Moses seduced the Cushite woman (Zipporah), and thereby made himself look like a hero to pharaoh and the Egyptians, evading a costly and devastating war.

Later, of course, Moses’ Hyksos descendants allied themselves with the Nubians and turned them on Egypt again and again, but that’s another story.

Anyway, as it turns out, there’s a stela fragment, now in the British Museum, that contains a reference to an Egyptian military campaign into Upper Nubia, and it did indeed take place during the reign of Sobekhotep IV--the only such campaign during his entire 20 year or so reign.

By the way, Moses’ Midianite wife, Zipporah, was a Cushite.

Interestingly, archaeologists have found, in the city of Kerma, in Upper Nubia, the remains of a former military stronghold.

It consists of a massive mud-brick platform, rising to 20 meters high, known as the Western Deffufa.

It once supported a building, or fort, at its summit.

On the foot of the western face of this structure, a complex of buildings were discovered that contained numerous Egyptian artifacts.

Clearly this structure was built by Egyptians.

Could this have been the work of Moses and his Egyptian entourage, built after the Egyptian capture of the city of Kerma?

Nearby, on the island of Argo, near Kerma, a statue of Sobekhotep IV was discovered, providing confirmation that this stronghold was indeed built during his reign, at a time when he clearly occupied this region.

It’s also important to note that this statue was badly hacked up, and its head was missing.

Obviously the Egyptian occupation of this region was not appreciated.

==============================

Judaism in ancient Ethiopia

As an interesting side note, it turns out that, according to numerous ancient sources, as well as archaeological finds, the Ethiopian people, by at least the latter centuries B.C., practiced a religion (beside the native Cushite pagan religion) which was, and still is, closely affiliated with Judaism.

For example, adherents to this ancient Judeo-religion have always believed themselves to be the chosen people of God, have had a legend of a lost ark, distinguished between clean and unclean animals, kept the Sabbath, have practiced ritual cleansing, circumcision on the eighth day, levirate marriage, and so on.

Some have speculated that this Judaic influence dates back to the time of Solomon, when he allegedly married Sheba, an Ethiopian woman.

However, as we have been seeing, this influence surely dates back even further, to the time of Moses.

==============================

The “Exodus”

Interestingly, digs at Tell ed-Daba, the site of Avaris, the ancient capital of the Hyksos occupation, have revealed vaulted mud brick tombs that contained grave goods which were of Asiatic origin--that is, those who inhabited Avaris--the Hyksos rulers--were primarily from Palestine.

Another astonishing find at this site is the fact that 65 percent of all the burials found there were of infants under the age of 18 months.

Could this be the result of the pharaoh who reigned during Moses’ infant life--the one “who did not know Joseph”--having ordered the slaughter of all male babies, because he saw the large Asiatic population at Avaris as a threat?

Here’s how the bible records it:

"The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, 'When you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you see that the baby is a boy, kill him;  but if it is a girl, let her live.'  The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do;  they let the boys live.  Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, 'Why have you done this?  Why have you let the boys live?'  The midwives answered Pharaoh, 'Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women;  they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.'  So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more numerous.  And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own.  Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people:  'Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.'" - Exodus 1:15-22.

The pharaoh, and indeed all of Egypt, had enough of the Hyksos / Hebrew occupation of Avaris, which began generations earlier under Joseph.

Prior to the pharaoh ordering the killing of male Hyksos / Hebrew babies, he tried to control the Hyksos problem by consigning many of them to slavery, perhaps hoping that this would cause them to want to leave Avaris altogether.

Exodus 1:6-10 puts it this way:

“Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, but the Israelites were exceedingly fruitful;  they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so numerous that the land was filled with them.  Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt.  ‘Look,’ he said to his people, ‘the Israelites have become far too numerous for us.  Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us, and leave the country.’”

Though the baby killing and enslavement policies sound like harsh measures, we must remember that the Hyksos / Hebrews had reeked tremendous havoc in Egypt for generations.

The real victims were the Egyptians, not the Hebrews.

And notice how pharaoh’s fears about the Hyksos joining ranks with Egypt’s enemies did indeed come true (in the form of the expelled Hyksos waging war against the Egyptians by playing the Ethiopians against them).

Interestingly, a Hyksos period tomb painting in Egypt depicts Canaanite and Nubian captives making bricks at Thebes.

One text even complains about a dearth of straw for brick-making--the very type of situation that Israel is said to have encountered in Egypt, according to the book of Exodus.

Anyway, still another interesting find regarding the burials at Avaris was the discovery that there was an unusually higher number of female adult skeletons found than male ones (a 3-to-1 ratio).

Was this also a result of the pharaoh culling the male population among the Asiatics at Avaris?

Another interesting find by archaeologists at this site were the remains of a large number of dismembered sheep.

Were these sheep used for sacrifices to Yahweh?

With this thought in mind, and remembering that Joseph was the founder of the Hyksos empire who brought his father Jacob, along with the rest of his family, to Egypt (specifically Avaris), notice what Genesis 46:6 says:

“Taking their livestock and all that they had acquired in Canaan, they [the Israelites] arrived in Egypt--Jacob and all his offspring.”

Still another fascinating find that is pertinent to this discussion is now housed in the Brooklyn Museum.

It’s a fragmented papyrus that dates to the 13th Dynasty, to the reign of Sobekhotep III--just a generation of so before the time of Moses.

It actually records several Hebrew-sounding names that are found in the bible.

For example:

- At position 11, the name Menahem is found, which is the name later applied to the 16 “king” of Israel.

- The name Issachar is also found in several places on this papyrus, which is the name of the fifth son of Leah by Jacob.

- The name of the tribal clan Asher is mentioned as well, which was named after the second son of Zilpah by Jacob.

- The name Shiphrah is also mentioned, which was one of the two Hebrew midwives instructed by the pharaoh to kill newborn Hebrew males in Exodus 1, which we read a moment ago.

So, as we can see, the Hysos and the Hebrews were indeed one and the same, and the account of the Exodus story, at least in part, does have a basis in historical fact.

===================================

The tenth plague

Interestingly, the ten plagues that the book of Exodus says were unleashed on Egypt do appear to have a basis in reality.

Not that “Yahweh” was the force that unleashed them, of course, but they appear to be what would be expected from a major volcanic eruption.

We’re told of:

- Water turning to blood (this could have been the result of volcanic ash falling from the sky, discoloring and contaminating the water supply).

Interestingly, the famous Ipuwer papyrus states:

“The river is blood….Plague is thorough the land.  Blood is everywhere.”

- This first plague was followed by numerous other disasters, such as infestations of frogs, gnats, and then flies.

The Ipuwr Papyrus also mentions several other plights that fell on Egypt, which precisely correspond to plague references in the book of Exodus:

1. "The fire ran along upon the ground." - Exodus 9:23.

Ipuwer Papyrus:  "...gates, columns, and [walls] are burnt up....Behold, the fire has gone up on high, and its burning goes forth..."

2. "And the hail smote over herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field." - Exodus 9:25.

Ipuwer Papyrus:  "...trees are felled and branches are stripped off."

3. "And there remained not any green thing in the trees, or in the hebs of the fields, through all the land of Egypt." - Exodus 10:15.

Ipuwer Papyrus:  "Neither fruit nor herbage can be found...everywhere barley has perished."

4. "And there was a thick darkness in all the land."

Ipuwer Papyrus:  "[The land] is not bright because of it."

5. "Egypt shall die." - Exodus 11:5.

Ipuwer Papyrus:  "...men are few, and he who places his brother in the ground is everywhere....Indeed, [hearts] are violent, pestilence is throughout the land..."

And then, during the eighth plague, we’re told of another infestation, this time of locusts.

All of these infestations would naturally follow a major volcanic eruption, since the poisoning of the water supply would drive various creatures to procreate on a massive scale, in hopes of preventing an extinction of their species.

- We’re also told of a plague of disease befalling the livestock in Exodus 9:6.

Likewise, the Ipuwer Papyrus states:

"...all animals, their hearts weep;  cattle moan because of the state of the land."

This is to be expected from a disaster of this sort, between the water being contaminated and swarms of flies quickly spreading diseases to animals grazing in the fields.

- Boils would also be expected, especially from infected insects biting the Egyptians and spreading various contagions.

- A thunder and hail storm, followed by a period of darkness, would also be expected from such a disaster.

Massive amounts of volcanic dust in the atmosphere would interrupt and alter weather patterns, and darkness would result from a thick cloud of ash blocking out the light of the sun.

Even the bible’s mention of a “pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night” would be expected from a major volcanic eruption.

And the precise eruption that must have corresponded with the Exodus plagues was the famous Thera disaster that occurred on what is now known as Santorini, off the coast of Greece in the second century BC.

Anyway, what we want to focus on here is the tenth plague mentioned in the book of Exodus--the death of the firstborn.

First of all, we have to ask, Could this have been the result of a volcanic eruption as well?

Indeed, it could have.

What probably happened here is that foodstuffs became poisoned during the plague of darkness, either by locusts or the black mold Cladosporium.

After this period of darkness, the firstborn would have been given priority with food rations, according to Egyptian custom at that time.

Thus all the firstborn would have been the ones to die from the contamination.

Upon seeing the effects of this food poisoning, the others in each household would have refrained from eating the toxic morsels, and thus were themselves saved from death.

But do we have physical evidence of such a plague having taken place at the end of the 13th Dynasty?

Indeed, we do.

At the end of stratum G/1 at Tell ed-Daba, dating to the end of the 13th Dynasty, shallow burial pits were discovered all over the ancient city of Avaris, into which bodies were haphazardly cast in large numbers, indicating that many people were dying suddenly from some terrible calamity.

The bodies were thrown on top of one another, en masse, and they weren’t accompanied with any grave goods, as was so customary at the time.

Another interesting point that archaeologists noted from their digs at the site is the fact that, at the time of these mass burials, the homes of the living were suddenly abandoned, in fear that the contagion that struck down so many would soon affect them as well.

According to archaeologists, the evidence clearly shows that Avaris was later reoccupied, obviously after the plague threat had passed, by more Asiatics, but this time these Asiatics were not “Egyptianized” like the previous Asiatic population was.

In other words, this later Asiatic / Hyksos / Hebrew population became independent of Egyptian influence.

It was at this time that the Hyksos, with help from Nubian / Ethiopian armies, along with other Hyksos tactics of subterfuge, took full control of Avaris and thus ruled northern Egypt for generations to come.

What this means is that the biblical story of the Exodus is not synonymous with the Hyksos expulsion, which came centuries later, during the 18th Dynasty, under Pharaoh Ahmose I.

Anyway, the pharaoh who reigned during the Exodus period was clearly Dudimose, as we shall see, who reigned later in Moses’ life.

==============================

Pharaoh’s chariots

The scenario painted in the biblical account, of course, would have us believe that the Hebrews / Hyksos were enslaved, and that Yahweh delivered them from the horrible bondage of the oppressive Egyptians.

But we know better.

The reality is that the Hebrews, again, were oppressing the Egyptians, and that the pharaoh took measures to eradicate this problem, such as enslaving them and then calling for the killing of all male Hebrew babies.

When the Hebrews saw that the king followed through with this last threat, what obviously happened is that they decided to leave Egypt, en masse, as pharaoh had hoped.

Perhaps the pharaoh only mad a threat that he was going to kill the Hyksos / Hebrew babies, just to scare them off, but never intended to actually carry it out.

Who knows.

Anyway, the only reason pharaoh later pursued the fleeing Hyksos / Hebrews, obviously, is that he discovered that they stole the Egyptians’ gold on the way out.

In Exodus 3:21, 22, Yahweh is depicted as telling Moses, regarding the coming flight from Egypt:

“…when you leave you will not go empty-handed.  Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for articles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters.  And so you will plunder the Egyptians.”

Hmmm, isn’t this the great and loving deity who said, “Thou shalt not steal”?

The Egyptian “Tempest Stele” contains this interesting comment:

“…gold for the enemy, gold [from] the statue so that he [the Hyksos ruler, possibly Moses?] received what he desired.”

From another ancient Egyptian source, the Prophecies of Neferti, we read:

“Lo, the river is blood.
As one drinks of it, one shrinks from people,
And thirsts for water [the plague of the water turning to blood?].
Gold is lacking, exhausted are materials for every craft.
What belongs to the palace has been stripped….
See how fire has leaped high.”

It was probably at this time that so many royal Egyptian tombs were plundered.

Anyway, the pursuit of the Hebrew hordes by Dudimose is thusly recorded in the book of Exodus:

“So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him.  He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them.  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land.  The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.  The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea.  The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen--the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea.  Not one of them survived.” - Exodus 14:6, 7, 21-23, 28.

Interestingly, Manetho, who lived in the later Ptolemaic period of Egypt, thusly recorded the historic events surrounding the fall of the 13th Dynasty and the occupation of Egypt by foreign elements (the Hyksos):

“Tutimaos [Dudimose], in his reign, for what cause I know not, a blast of God smote us [the plagues from Thera];  and unexpectedly, from the regions of the East [Palestine], invaders of obscure race marched in confidence of victory against our land [the conquering return of the Hyksos, possibly involving assistance from Nubian mercenaries].  By main force they easily seized it…and having overpowered the rulers of the land, they then burned our cities ruthlessly [sound familiar?], razed to the ground the temples of the gods, and treated all the natives with a cruel hostility, massacring some and leading into slavery the wives and children of others.  Finally, they appointed as king one of their number…”

Here Manetho makes it clear that these “invaders of obscure race” invaded and took Egypt over.

This was clearly after the Exodus, when they recruited Nubian forces to assist them in their conquest.

Manetho even went on to say that this foreign force set up their headquarters in Avaris--so he was definitely taking about the Hyksos / Hebrews.

Anyway, in regards to what we read a moment ago, from the biblical account, about the pharaoh pursuing the Hebrews with his teams of chariots, it’s interesting to note that an Egyptian stela fragment from the 13th Dynasty has been found that depicts Pharaoh Dudimose while he was still a prince.

It refers to him as a commander of the chariot forces of Egypt.

Well there you go!

And so, with the defeat of Dudimose and his army by the engulfing waters of the Sea of Reeds (probably via a post-Thera aftershock tsunami), thus began, shortly thereafter, the invasion and domination of the Hyksos / Hebrews from rebuilt Avaris, which lasted for generations thereafter.

==================================

Another option

Rather than the 13th Dynasty, Moses may have lived during the 18th Dynasty, since his storyline can fit smoothly into that time period as well.

What may have been going on here is that the character of Moses may have been created from multiple historical figures.

In any case, let's take a look at the possibility of an 18th Dynasty Moses.

During the reign of Thutmose III, which occurred after the expulsion of the Hyksos, there was a large number of Semites / Hebrews that were enslaved in Egypt for massive building projects in Avaris.

The name Moses, by the way, or Mose, is exactly the same as the suffix of Thutmose.

And as it turns out, there was a prince in Egypt from the reign of Amenhotep, who came to power immediately after Ahmose.

This prince's name was Thutmose (Mose), like Pharaoh Thutmose.

Not much is known about Prince Thutmose, but what little is known does parallel the biblical Mose, or Moses.

Prince Thutmose was Amenhotep's eldest son and heir to the throne.

As a young man, he acted as governor of Memphis in northern Egypt before being appointed commander of the king's chariot forces and fighting against the Ethiopians.

After a successful campaign, he turned to the religious life and was installed as high priest at the Temple of the god Ra in Heliopolis, also in northern Egypt.

No wonder Acts 7:22 says:

"Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action."

In the 23rd year of Amenhotep's reign, Thusmose suddenly, and for no known reason, resigned his position as high priest and mysteriously disappeared.

Two years later, when Amenhotep's reign ended, it was Thutmose's younger brother, Akhenaten, who ascended to the throne.

But just look at how Thutmose's life story follows that of Moses:

Thutmose commanded an army during an Ethiopian campaign, as did Moses, at least according to Josephus, in Antiquities of the Jews, who said that Moses was appointed commander of an army that he sent to fight the Ethiopians, and that it was his success in this campain that led to his exile.

Jealous of Moses's popularity among the soldiers, the pharoah eventually ordered his arrest but, forewarned, Moses escaped the country.

This differs from the biblical account, which says that Moses fled Egypt for killing an Egyptian.

But the Josephus eccount seems much more likely.

As far as Moses having been a high priest in an Egyptian temple goes, Josephus said that, according to Manetho, a revolt had taken place in Avaris among the Semitic slaves during the reign of Amenhotep III, and that Amenhotep was advised by one of his officials to purge the country of "undesirables" and set them to work in the stone quarries of Avaris.

For many years they were forced to work as slaves until they were joined by a priest from the Temple of Ra.

Evidently, this priest (Moses) had come to abandon the gods of Egypt and had been condemned to bondage himself.

Perhaps the pharaoh discovered that Moses was not an Egyptian after all, but was a Hebrew posing as an Egyptian.

Soon he trained the slaves to fight and led them out in a rebellion, at which time thousands of them managed to escape and return to their homeland (Shalem, or Jerusalem).

Interestingly, the tomb of Prince Thutmose was located in the Valley of the Kings, but it was never used.

The walls were all fully painted and decorated, but no body was ever interred therein.

And why?

Because Thutmose, or Moses, left the country.

Very interesting!



