
Egypt after sea peoples 
 

After the Sea Peoples (led out by the descendants of the Hyksos--the Hebrews) 

unsuccessfully tried to conquer Egypt through outright military might, another tactic was 

employed to take Egypt down (overtaking it from within, just like what went on under 

Akhenaten and his monotheistic Atenism). 

 

Even though Egypt triumphed over the invading Sea Peoples, doing so made it weak 

internally, and thus highly susceptible to an internal political overthrow. 

 

Let’s look at how this came about, and at whose hand. 

 

================================= 

 

The story of Ramose Khamenteru 

 

Pharaoh Merneptah, the one who defeated the Sea Peoples, had a chancellor, or vizier, who 

was, of course, the most powerful man in Egypt after Merneptah, who staged an uprising with 

his followers at the Nile Delta. 

 

Josephus stated that he and his men tried to “raise a sedition, and bring innovations into 

Egypt.” 

 

Now what does that sound like? 

 

These innovations included a return to Atenism, or monotheism. 

 

His Egyptian name was Irsa, or Iarsu, but he was known as a foreigner from the east. 

 

This name appears to be related to the Hebrew Ira. 

 

Anyway, he later changed his name to Ramose Khamenteru when he went to work as a scribe 

in Ramses II‘s administration. 

 

Ramose, by the way, is a striking phonetic similarity to Moses. 

 

Moses, in Hebrew, is Moshe, or Mose. 

 

So Ramose is just Moses with the prefix of Ra, an Egyptian sun god, which he added to make 

his name sound Egyptian. 

 

There are other candidates from ancient Egypt that seem to match up with the biblical Moses 



character, but this one appears as a quite likely candidate as well. 

 

Clearly, the Moses character was a composite whose life story was made up from several 

historical figures. 

 

Anywaym, earlier on Ramose had served as a priest at Heliopolis, Egypt’s own City of the 

Sun, where Aten worship originated centuries before Akhenaten’s revival of this cult. 

 

Ramose appears to have risen from humble beginnings, and yet he arose to such great 

prominence. 

 

He even served as personal secretary to Merneptah’s son, Baenre Merynetjeru. 

 

So important was Ramose that he managed to secure for himself a tomb in the Valley of the 

Kings--something that was reserved only for royal family members. 

 

One of his many “accomplishments” was to seduce the widow of Ramses II, Meryamun 

Tausret, whereby he secured for himself the position of head of the national treasury. 

 

Again, what does this sound like? 

 

Interestingly, Meryamun sounds very much like the sister of the biblical Moses, Miriam. 

 

Yet another close phonetic similarity. 

 

Anyway, Ramose was able to stage his uprising because of the destabilization caused by the 

invading Sea Peoples. 

 

Ramose pledged non-interference to, and support of, the Sea Peoples, in order to secure his 

treasonous coup power-grab. 

 

One has to wonder, in fact, if this whole thing was arranged ahead of time with his kindred 

folk among the Sea Peoples. 

 

With several local Egyptian authorities having been deposed by the Sea Peoples, this left a 

power gap that Ramose hoped to fill in. 

 

To secure favor from the masses, Ramose publicly castigated Merneptah for snubbing the 

petitions of nomads from Edom, who begged in vain for water in the “Land of Goshen” 

(Avaris, or Amarna) during the height of a recent terrible famine, as recorded in the Anastasi 

Papyrus. 

 

Not that Ramose was concerned about the Edomites, of course, but it was great propaganda. 



 

Merneptah was so busy fighting off (what later turned out to be) the last battles against the 

Sea Peoples that he either didn’t know what Ramose was doing, or was too preoccupied to do 

anything about it. 

 

Anyway, having fired up the mob with revolutionary indignation, Ramose used it to 

implement his one-man tyranny by imposing massive taxation on the Delta’s Egyptian 

residents, and he made a law forbidding them to worship the Egyptian gods, and compelling 

them to kill all sacred animals, according to Manetho. 

 

In other words, he was waging war on Egyptian culture, religion and economy, to destroy 

their individuality, nationality, and livelihood, and ultimately replace it all with a despotic, 

tyrannical system. 

 

And boy is that ever a familiar pattern. 

 

The Harris Papyrus recorded that under Ramose, the pantheon of Egyptian gods was 

“treated…like mere mortals” and that “no offerings were offered up within the temples.” 

 

His rule was further described in this document as a: 

 

“…Syrian-Philistian [Palestinian] usurpation of Egypt.  The land of Egypt was overthrown 

from without, and every man lost his rights.  The land of Egypt was in the hands of chiefs 

and of rulers of towns.  One slew his neighbor, great and small.  [Ramose] was with them as 

chief.  He set the whole land tributary before him together.  He united his companions, and 

plundered their possessions.” 

 

How classic! 

 

As in the days of Akhenaten, the temples were looted and the resistant priests were abused 

and murdered. 

 

Now in complete control of the area of Giza, Ramose and his men chased away the guards 

entrusted with watching over the Great Pyramid complex. 

 

Local tombs were looted of their booty, and, undoubtedly, any treasures stored in the Giza 

pyramids were stolen. 

 

Could it be that the “Ark of the Covenant” originated from the Eygptians, and was in fact 

stolen perhaps from the Great Pyramid? 

 

It so happens that the dimensions of the Ark of the Covenant were such that it would have fit 

perfectly inside of the "coffer" of the Great Pyramid's "King's Chamber." 



 

If there is any truth to any of this, it would explain why the pharaoh pursued Moses after 

leaving Egypt, once this object was discovered missing. 

 

This might possibly be what the Papyrus of Ipuwr was referring to when it stated: 

 

"Woe, even the secret that was in the Pyramid has been stolen away!" 

 

(Although, keep in mind that this papyrus was written a few generations before Ramose, so 

the proto-Hebrews, or the Hyksos, had been doing a lot of looting of Egypt.) 

 

Interestingly, the ancient Roman historian Gnaeus Pompeius Trogus reported in the first 

century that Moses “secretly took the sacred objects of the Egyptians,” who pursued the thief 

and his gang into the wilderness. 

 

Likewise, the first century Greek grammarian and author of Androclus and the Lion, Apion, 

wrote that Moses was actually “an Asiatic, renegade priest” from Heliopolis, who preached 

Akhenaten’s defunct sun cult. 

 

But, of course, things did not go as planned. 

 

After Merneptah defeated the Sea Peoples, Ramose (Moses) fled the country in fear, along 

with his fellow tribesmen, and headed home (or, better yet, he and his band were expelled). 

 

An Elephantine stele attributed to a 19th Dynasty Egyptian pharaoh named Stenakhte records 

the expulsion of “Asiatic rebels” from the Nile Delta. 

 

So here was another instance when the tribe was reeking havoc in Egypt, just prior to 

Merneptah's reign. 

 

Concurrently, the “Victory Stele,” inscribed by Merneptah himself, has this written on it: 

 

“Israel is wasted, bare of seed.  All who roamed [kindred desert nomads] have been 

subdued.” 

 

Here we see that Merneptah had crushed a Hebrew revolt. 

 

What revolt? 

 

Well, it was two-fold--the Hebrew-instigated Sea Peoples invastion of Egypt from outside the 

country, and the Ramose attempt at an overthrow from within the country. 

 

The book of Exodus tells us that the pharaoh (Merneptah?) drove Moses (Ramose?) and his 



people out of Egypt “with a strong hand.” 

 

Likewise, both Tacitus and Justinus reported that the pharaoh’s army pursued the Hebrews 

after they had traveled some distance beyond the eastern border--not to bring them back to 

Egypt, but to retrieve the stolen goods they took from the Egyptian people. 

 

Concurrently, the book of Exodus portrays Yahweh as telling the Hebrews: 

 

“And it shall come to pass that when you go, you shall not go empty-handed.  But every 

woman shall borrow [borrow?] of her neighbor and of her that sojourns in her house, jewels 

of silver and jewels of gold, and clothes.  And you shall put them on your sons and on your 

daughters, and you shall despoil the Egyptians” (3:21, 22). 

 

Abraham Malamat, a professor at Hebrew University, made this observation about Ramose: 

 

“…there are now a few scholars who boldly maintain that Beya / Irsu [Ramose] is in fact the 

biblical Moses.” 

 

Among these scholars is a prominent authority on the Old Testament, Johannes C. De Moor, 

who insists that the Exodus took place at the close of the 19th Dynasty, which is right where 

Merneptah’s rein occurred. 

 

=========================== 

 

A contemporary natural disaster 
 

Here's one further important point to make note of: 

 

In the biblical story of Moses, we are told that the exodus was accompanied by plagues, one 

of which involved the water turning to blood. 

 

With this thought in mind, the Harris Papyrus states: 

 

"All the waters that were in the river were turned to blood.  And the fish that were in the 

river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink the water of the river.  And there was blood 

throughout all the land of Egypt." 

 

Of course, the Ipuwer Papyrus makes a similar claim, which is why there are two main 

Hyksosian candidates, or prototypes, for the biblical Moses:  Ramose and the person who led 

the caravan of expelled Hyksos back to Shalem, after being expelled from Egypt, hundreds of 

years before Merneptah and Ramose. 

 

Here's what the Ipuwr Papyrus states, from the time of the Hyksos expulsion: 



 

"...gates, columns, and walls are consumed by fire.  The sky is in confusion....The river is 

blood [or red in color]….Plague is thorough the land.  Blood is everywhere [or 

blood-colored water]." 

 

This "red water" phenomenon was resulted the erruption of the Medeterranean Island of 

Thera, or Santorini, in the 17th century BC--hundreds of years before Merneptah, at the time 

of the Hyksos expulsion. 

 

Anyway, it is believed that a cometary impact occurred at the time of the expulsion of 

Ramose and company, and the specific comet that fits the bill is known as Comet Encke, 

which passed near the earth at that time, when a large fragment from it may have dislodged 

and struck the earth. 

 

The book of Exodus states: 

 

"The Lord sent thunder and hail, and lightning ran along the ground.  And the Lord 

showered hail upon the land of Egypt.  So there was hail and flaming fire mingled with the 

hail, very grievous, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.  

And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and 

cattle.  And the hail destroyed all the herbs of the field and broke every tree." - 9:23-25. 

 

Apparently this impact was significant enough to cause reverberations across the globe, 

including inciting volcanic erruptions, which would have sent ash high into the atmosphere, 

causing lakes and rivers to turn red as the ash settled. 

 

But as it turns out, ice core samples from Greenland and Antarctica reveal a layer of ash that 

settled beginning around the turn of the 13th century BC--the exact time of Pharaoh 

Merneptah. 

 

At this same time, China's Shang Dynasty collapsed under storms of corrosive ash-fall. 

 

Chinese chroniclers at the time blamed "a great star whose flames devoured the sun" as the 

cause of it all. 

 

Some 13 centuries later, the Greek historian Diodorus Siculus recounted how the shores along 

Mauretania (modern-day Morocco) were deformed by an unprecedented series of prolonged 

earthquakes during the years after the fall of Troy, around 1230 BC. 

 

Meanwhile, Ugarit's Ras Shamra inscription related that "the star Anat has fallen from 

heaven.  She slew the people of the Syrian land and confused the two twilights and the seats 

of the constellations." 

 



Shortly thereafter, Ugarit itself was burned to the ground. 

 

In nearby Babylon, palace scribes documented the frightful appearance of a dangerous comet. 

 

In the southern Levant, the great city of Lachish fell in flames, along with the entire stretch of 

territory from Syria to Egypt. 

 

Of the 2,300 Greek cities and towns standing in 1200 BC, only about 40 were still inhabited 

10 years later. 

 

The wall texts of Medinet Habu, a major temple complex in West Thebes, told of how "the 

House of the Thirty [a huge luxurious palace for the chief nobles] is destroyed.  The earth 

shakes.  All the water is useless...the Nile was dried up and the land fell victim to drought.  

Egypt was without shepherds." 

 

Inscriptions dating to the reign of Seti II, among the last pharaohs of the 19th Dynasty (again, 

just prior to Merneptah), talk about "a circling star that spread out her fire in flames, a fire 

flame in her storn," which spewed forth heat that "burned the forests and meadows of the 

Nine Bows [in other words, the whole world]." 

 

A Libyan text from the same period declares: 

 

"Libya has become a desert.  A terrible torch hurled flame from heaven to destroy their souls 

and lay waste their land.  Their bones burn and roast within their limbs.  The shooting star 

was terrible in pursuit of them, a mighty torch hurling flame from the heavens to search out 

their souls, to devastate their root." 

 

Renowned Austrian Egyptologist Franz Schachermeyr described this 13th century BC Encke 

disaster as "a catastrophe which was one of the worst in world history." 

 

Very interesting indeed. 

 

The book of Exodus further states: 

 

"There was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days.  They did not see one 

another" (10:22). 

 

Now compare this with what was written later, during Ptolemaic times, about this same 

catastrophe: 

 

"...the land was in great affliction.  Evil fell on this earth....It was a great upheaval in the 

residence....Nobody left the palace during nine days, and during these nine days of upheaval, 

there was such a tempest that neither the men nor the gods could see the faces of those next to 



them." 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Just look at the profound negative influence “the tribe” had on ancient Egypt. 

 

And indeed, that negative influence has affected pretty much every other nation ever since. 

------------------------------------- 

The story of the biblical Moses character appears to be a composite of several individuals that 

were assembled together into one account of one person. 

Another ancient Egyptian account that alligns with the story of Moses had occurred during 

the 22nd century B.C., under pharaoh Menenre II of the 6th Dynasty. 

He was said to have led a military expedition in pursuit of runaway slaves from Giza (again, 

the site of the Great Pyramid). 

This group of slaves, as the story goes, was led by a disgraced general of the previous 

pharaoh. 

As they fled, they became trapped against the Reed Sea, or the Sea of Reeds, but somehow 

managed to escape. 

Meanwhile, Menenre II, along with his horsemen and chariots, mysteriously vanished. 

Does any of this ring a bell? 

Was this group of slaves the precursors to the Hyksos? 

 


