Egypt - Joseph

Although the stories in the bible are almost pure mythology, nevertheless, nearly all of them contain at least an element of truth, and the characters in them often represent real people, even though their stories are exaggerated.

Such is the case with the biblical character named Joseph.

There is a surprising amount of evidence in the archaeological record to show that such a person did exist.

Let’s have a look.

=========================

Joseph, the Jewish supremacist advisor

Throughout the centuries and millennia of Jewish history, elite Jews have always inserted themselves into the courts of kings and emperors as their top advisors, and thereby manipulating them and their respective nations into doing their own bidding, and that of their fellow tribesmen, at the expense of everyone and everything else.

And so it was with Joseph.

Far from being a supposed exemplary “man of god,” Joseph was a monstrous thief.

According to the Genesis account, Joseph “divinely” interpreted a dream of the pharaoh, telling him that Egypt was headed for a 7-year-long famine, and that preparations needed to be made.

But, of course, those preparations consisted of hoarding up grain that was later used as a bargaining tool to hold the Egyptians hostage.

Soon all the people of Egypt lost their land, homes, money, cattle, and everything else in between, while Joseph, the pharaoh, and all of Joseph’s tribal buddies lived high off the hog.

In Genesis 45:18, we find that Joseph told his Hebrew buddies:

“And take your father and your households, and come unto me, and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.”

In chapter 47 verse 6, Joseph further told them:

“The land of Egypt is before thee;  in the best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell…”

In the meantime, as mentioned, the Egyptians were in desperate want, as we’re told in verses 13:

“And there was no bread in all the land [for the Egyptians];  for the famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine.”

But all the while, guess who was getting by just fine, as we’re told in verse 27:

“And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen;  and they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly.”

But in spite of all this, Joseph is hailed by bible fans as a “champion of the faith” and a “righteous” man.

The pharaoh whom he advised agreed with that assessment.

In Genesis 41:39, 40, we read:

“And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art:  Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled:  only in the throne will I be greater than thou.”

But was there an actual historical figure that the biblical Joseph can be connected with?

Is there any truth to this account?

Certainly the modus operandi of Joseph, as we have just seen, is perfectly in line with how our Jewish supremacist friends have always operated throughout their history, but, again, was there really such a person in Egyptian history?

Let’s have a look.

==============================

The pharaoh at the time of the famine

In the Genesis account, Joseph told the pharaoh that, before the 7 years of famine, there would first be 7 years of plenty.

So, in order to identify who the biblical Joseph was, we would have to find a pharaoh who had such drastic climatic changes take place during his reign, and this pharaoh would have had to live centuries before the time of the Exodus, according to the biblical chronology.

And as it turns out, there was indeed such a pharaoh.

His name was Amenemhat III, who reigned from 1860 to 1814 BC.

During his reign, the Nile River exhibited severe fluctuations in its water level.

We know this because of high water level marks that were carved high on cliff walls at Semna, to track the level of the flooding of the Nile for agricultural purposes during the reign of Amenemhat III.

Early in his reign, the Nile level was high, but not enough to cause significant trouble.

In fact, its high level would have meant a more abundant agricultural yield for several years.

However, by the twentieth year of his reign, the Nile waters rose 9 meters higher than acceptable flood levels.

This situation would have resulted in the washing away of whole villages, the flooding of croplands, the breakdown of dikes and causeways, and, consequently, the unleashing of a major famine.

So in this case, a famine was created by flooding, rather than by a drought.

Such extreme conditions in Egypt should come as no surprise, as it is known that world conditions were quite tumultuous at this time, perhaps due to an impact from an asteroid or comet.

In China, at this same time, the “Mandate of Heaven” in the Xia Dynasty was suspended, which was the equivalent of medieval Europe’s “Divine Right of Kings” dogma, which held that kings had divine authority to rule the masses in pretty much any way they pleased.

What brought China’s version of this to a close at this time may have been spawned by severe displeasure with the then-reigning emperor, because he did not prevent the catastrophe that had then struck.

Or perhaps they saw the catastrophe as a sign that “the gods” were displeased with the emperor’s performance, and were thus punishing him, and the whole rest of the nation, with catastrophic conditions.

In the meantime, in Babylon, similar conditions prevailed, as indicated on the “Venus Tablets.”

They contain astronomical data from the reign of King Ammizaduga, indicating that the planet Venus had disappeared for nine months and four days.

Such a phenomenon would be expected from enshrouding dust hovering high in the upper atmosphere, in the wake of a large asteroid impact.

Of course, all stars and planets would have been obscured at this time.

But Venus must have been singled out because it was a very important deity in the Babylonian pantheon.

This same period, which was known as the Middle Bronze Age, was marked by a sudden decline and outright collapse of many civilizations in the Eastern Hemisphere, which included Asia Minor, the Caucasus, the Iranian plateau, Syria, Palestine, and Cyprus.

It was during this period, by the way, that the proto-Israelite Hyksos had invaded and controlled Upper Egypt, local rulers lorded over Middle Egypt, and Nubian invaders took charge of Lower Egypt.

Was Joseph a Hyksos?

Notice, by the way, how the Hyksos gained power by taking advantage of the natural climatic chaos that rendered Egypt vulnerable.

This was the same tactic employed at the close of the Bronze Age, centuries later, when the Israelites employed the services of the Sea Peoples to overtake many civilizations suffering from similar devastating climatic conditions that were prevalent at the time.

For all we know, Joseph had some of his fellow Hebrew thugs dam up the Nile to create or increase its flooding.

Anyway, even though Egypt was undergoing a difficult time during the reign of Amenemhat III, at least later on in his reign, this pharaoh is known, nevertheless, to have engaged in major building projects.

Among these projects was the famous Egyptian Labyrinth, which Herodotus described thusly:

“I myself have seen it, and indeed, no words can tell its wonders.…Though the pyramids were greater than words can tell, and each one of them a match for many great monuments built by Greeks, this maze surpasses even the pyramids.  It has twelve roofed courts, with doors over against each other:  six face the north and six the south, in two continuous lines, all within one outer wall.  There are also double sets of chambers, three thousand altogether, fifteen hundred above and the same number underground….The outlets of the chambers and the mazy passages hither and thither through the courts were an unending marvel to us as we passed from court to apartment and from apartment to colonnade, from colonnade again to more chambers and then into yet more courts.”

So how was this pharaoh able to build such elaborate, expensive structures?

Because, with Joseph’s “divine guidance,” he was able to economically rape his people, and amass a tremendous fortune for himself and his Semitic advisor.

Anyway, the ancient Egyptian name of the labyrinth building complex was Haware, which means “Estate,” or “House of the Department.”

In other words, this building complex had originally served as Pharaoh Amenemhat III’s administrative center.

It was also anciently known as “the Avaris of the South” (Avaris having been the capital city of the Hyksos during their domination of Upper Egypt).

This administrative center had created several branches of government, one of which is most interesting.

It was called the “Department of the People’s Giving.”

Hmmm

Was this a government branch set up by Joseph to steal and house all the people’s goods that were pilfered from them in exchange for the much-needed grain during the famine?

===================================

Joseph’s Egyptian name

In Genesis 41:45, we’re told that the pharaoh named Joseph Zaphenat-Pa’aneah.

The Zaphenat part of this name is most likely a corruption of the Egyptian word zat-en-aph, which means “he who is called.”

The second part of Joseph’s Egyptian name, Pa’aneah, is simply another form of the Egyptian word “aneah,” which means “ankh,” or “life.”

Thus Joseph’s Egyptian name is really a title meaning “He who is called life.”

It only makes sense that the pharaoh would give him this title, since, as we have seen, the bible says that pharaoh called him wise--the one who “saved” Egypt, or brought life to it (i.e. enabled the king to tremendously prosper in a time of great turmoil).

Interestingly, in a papyrus dating to the time of Pharaoh Amenemhat III, mention is made of a vizier named Ankhu, and in another contemporary document (Papyrus Bulak 18, lesser fragment), mention is made of “a storehouse of Ahkhu.”

Was this a reference to the grain silos set up by Joseph, which were used to coerce the Egyptians out of everything they owned?

Another significant point to make note of is the discovery of several clay figurines from this period that contain unique curse texts on them.

These figurines served as voodoo dolls, if you will, where it was believed that a spell was released when they were smashed.

Anyway, two of these clay figurines, which obviously were never put to use (since they were found intact), prescribed a curse on one of Egypt’s prime enemies at the time, represented by two names, “Yakkub,” or Jacob, and “Yaseph,” or Joseph.

Did the Egyptian people recognize that Joseph, who was beloved by their pharaoh, was actually the cause of their woes, and were planning to put a curse on him?

It’s also interesting to point out that there were two 16th Dynasty Hyksos pharaohs with the names Jakobamm and Jakobhar.

Were these descendants of Jacob, the father of Joseph?

==============================

Avaris in the land of Goshen

Avaris, the capital of the Hyksos dynasty, was located in the land of Goshen, which is mentioned in the Old Testament.

This is not to be confused with the “Avaris of the South,” with was mentioned earlier.

Anyway, in Genesis 47:1-6, we are told that the pharaoh gave Joseph permission to settle his father Jacob, along with the families of his eleven brothers, in Egypt so that they would be protected from the worst of the famine that was becoming widespread throughout the Levant.

Clearly, another reason that Jacob and the rest of his family were brought to this area was so that they could live high off the hog while the rest of Egypt was living in desperate want.

But anyway, was the location of this settlement Avaris?

And was this how the Hyksos domination of Egypt began?

Genesis 47:27 tells us that Jacob and the rest of his Hebrew family arrived in Egypt in the second year of the famine.

This region, Goshen, is also referred to in Genesis 47:11 as the “region of Ramses.”

Interestingly, the later city of Pi-Ramses was built over the ruins of Avaris.

So there you go--the location of this settlement was indeed Avaris, the capital of the Hyksos dynasty.

Genesis 50:22 tells us that, after the death of his father Jacob, Joseph settled in this city, Avaris, to be with his family.

Genesis 45:2 further tells us that, when Joseph was reconciled to his estranged brothers in Avaris, “the sound [of rejoicing] was heard in the pharaoh’s house.”

In other words, the pharaonic residence was close to Joseph’s, in the Delta.

This could only have been the case during the period of Hyksos domination in Egypt.

Anyway, Joseph undoubtedly would have had a modest palace constructed in Avaris, from whence he could continue his duties as vizier.

And sure enough, the remains of a palace, dating to this same time period, were indeed found in this region, known as Area F of the Tell ed-Daba site.

It clearly once housed a very important dignitary.

Found at this site were Asiatic human remains, as well as Asiatic grave goods.

The design of the palace is most interesting.

It contains a portico with nine columns, and then we find two entrances that lead to two identical suites of rooms.

Were these living quarters for Joseph’s two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, along with their families?

In front of the main entrance is a court, on the fourth and principal side of which stands another portico supported by twelve stout columns.

Were these representative of the twelve sons of Jacob?

================================

Coats of many colors

According to Genesis 37, Joseph wound up in Egypt by being sold by his brothers to a Indianite / Ishmaelite caravan of tradesmen who were on their way to Egypt.

Once they reached Egypt, as the story goes, Joseph was sold into slavery to Potiphar, commander of pharaoh’s guard, where he became a trusted servant.

Anyway, interestingly enough, on the north interior wall of Pharaoh Khnumhotep III’s grand chapel, dating to a decade or two before Joseph’s arrival in Egypt, is found a painting of Asiatic traders entering Egypt, carrying packs of eye paint to sell to the Egyptians.

An accompanying text refers to the leader of the group as “the chief of the hill country” (Jerusalem?).

His name is given as Abishai, which certainly sounds Hebrew.

Anyway, these traders are depicted as wearing multi-colored coats.

Are these not like the “multi-colored” coat that Joseph is said to have worn in the Genesis account?

===========================

The tomb of Joseph

In Genesis 50:22-26, we find that Joseph requested that his embalmed body be taken out of Egypt one day, when his fellow tribesmen returned to their homeland (when they got thrown out of Egypt for pulling their shenanigans, which he clearly knew would eventually happen).

He was presumably buried in a tomb near his palace at Aravis, awaiting a time when his body would be exhumed and transported back to the “Promised Land.”

We later read in Exodus 13:19 that:

“Moses took the bones of Joseph with him [when he left Egypt] because Joseph had made the Israelites swear an oath.  He had said, ‘God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up with you from this place.’”

Come to your aid?

Yeah, whatever!

Anyway, in the palace garden cemetery of Joseph’s Avaris palace, a large sepulcher was uncovered in 1987--the largest discovered to date in all of ancient Avaris.

So clearly this was a very important person--the owner of the palace and the founder of the city of Avaris itself.

Interestingly enough, this tomb is the only one that was found to be completely empty--no body and no grave goods, whereas all the other tombs contained both bodies and grave goods.

Is this because this tomb, being that of Joseph, was later emptied and taken back to the “Promised Land,” as the bible indicates?

This tomb was stripped clean, and not haphazardly ram-sacked as though robbers had raided it.

Another interesting item found at this tomb site is a partial bust of the owner of the complex.

All that remains of it is the head, neck, and shoulders.

It shows signs of having been hacked up in ancient times, and it appears that the vengeful assailant tried to break it in two.

The inlaid eyes were gouged out, and the nose was broken off.

Perhaps it was a big hooked nose?

Clearly, whoever it was that did this, he did not hold Joseph in very high esteem.

I wonder why???

Anyway, the face of this bust does not contain a beard, but that’s not so surprising, since Joseph had to adapt himself to Egyptian customs.

And as it turns out, Genesis 41:14 tells us this very thing--that he shaved prior to first meeting with the pharaoh:

“Then pharaoh had Joseph summoned….He shaved and changed his clothes, and presented himself before pharaoh.”

This figure is also depicted as holding a throw-stick--the symbol used in ancient Egypt to denote a foreigner.

But the most striking feature of all about this statue is the fact that it is wearing a multi-colored coat!

The paint has faded through the ages, but it is still discernable--multi-colors of stripes and rectangles, just like the painted scene of Asiatic traders on the north interior wall of Pharaoh Khnumhotep III’s grand chapel, and, of course, just like the descriptio of Joseph’s multi-colored coat in the book of Genesis.

Surely, this must be a statue of Joseph, the rapist of Egypt at the time of its 17th century BC famine.

=============================

Another Joseph candidate

There’s another candidate that many have suggested could have been the biblical Joseph, although the evidence is nowhere near as strong as it is for Ipiankhu.

Nevertheless, there are some interesting parallels with this individual and Joseph as well, which are worth pointing out.

His name was Yuya--a powerful Egyptian courtier from the 18th dynasty.

The timing is off for this individual having been the biblical Joseph, if we go by the bible’s chronology, but that shouldn’t matter, since the bible isn’t reliable.

Anyway, Yuya lived during the reign of Pharaoh Amenhotep III.

His mummy indicates that he was of foreign origin, but it can’t be determined with certainty where he may have actually come from, although he does have an unusually large hooked nose.

Yuya’s mummy is very unique in that it’s the only one ever to have his hands placed under his chin, rather than over his chest.

His beard style is also similar to that of ancient Hebrews.

Hmmm.

Anyway, he also bore a number of interesting titles, which seem to indicate that, if he wasn’t Joseph, he may have still at least been a tribe member:

- “Father of the god” (pharaoh).

Interestingly, in Genesis 45:8, Joseph is given the title of “father of pharaoh.”

- “Holy Father of the Lord of Two Lands”

- “Master of the Horse”

- “Bearer of the Ring of the King of Lower Egypt”

- “Seal-bearer of the King of Lower Egypt”

- “Overseer of the Cattle of Min”

Didn’t the biblical Joseph steal all the cattle from the Egyptians, in exchange for grain during the 7-year famine?

Hmmm.

- “Favorite of the Good God” (pharaoh)

That sounds like a Jewish supremacist advisor alright!

- “Confidant of the King”

Yup, that’s Jewish supremacist to the max as well!

- “Mouth of the King of Upper Egypt”

- “Ears of the King of Lower Egypt”

Now those last two titles make total sense!

If Yuya was indeed a Hebrew Semite, this sounds like the classic m.o. thereof--to spy on one king and tell on him to the other, all for the purpose of creating dissension and splitting up the nation.

-  “First of the Friends”

- “Unique Friend”

Yeah, unique alright!

- “Great Prince”

- “Plentiful of Favors under his Lord”

Oh yeah!

- “Beloved of the King of Lower Egypt”

- “Beloved of the King of Upper Egypt”

He was loved by both kings, even though he betrayed one to the other.

Hmmm

- “Possessor of Favor under the Lord of the Two Lands”

- “Praised of the Good God” (pharaoh)

- “One made rich by the King of Lower Egypt”

Yup, that fits Joseph alright!

- “One made great by the King of Lower Egypt”

- “One made great by the Lord who does things”

- “First among the King’s Companions”

- “The Wise One”

And didn’t the Egyptian pharaoh called Joseph “wise” in the book of Genesis?

- “He whom the King made Great and Wise, whom the King has made his Double”

Interestingly, Yuya’s daughter wound up marrying Pharaoh Amenhotep III, and their son became Pharaoh Amenhotep IV, or Akhenaten--the very pharaoh who introduced monotheism to Egypt.

It should be mentioned that one of the many problems with identifying Yuya as Joseph is the fact that his body was discovered in the Valley of the Kings, whereas the biblical record, if reliable, states, as mentioned, that Joseph was later exhumed and buried in Shechem, in Israel.

So Yuya may very well just have been a later Jewish supremacist advisor to a pharaoh.

--------------------

As an interesting side note…

Avaris, the capital of the Hyksos / Hebrew dynasty that controlled northern Egypt for centuries, is an interesting name.

Is it possible that there’s a connection between that ancient city name and the English word “avarice,” which means “insatiable greed for riches”?

Hmmm

