Hashashin

The concept of mind controlled assassins is by no means unique to intelligence agencies of the 20th and 21st centuries.

This concept, along with clandestine agencies that practice it, go way back in history.

One prominent example dates back to the 13th century Muslim world.

Yet, even though it existed in the Muslim world, it clearly had its origins elsewhere, as we shall see.

Let us therefore explore this entity and its practices, to see if we can’t figure out the true source thereof.

===============================

Background

The group we are talking about is an Islamic sect known as the Nizari Ismailis--a sort of esoteric, or occult “secret society” within Islam, at least in its earlier days, when it was known as Hashashin, which means assassin.

In this original form, it stretched from Spain to Yemen and lasted between 1094 and 1273, but it continues to exist today, albeit in a much more tempered down fashion, accounting for a full ten percent of all modern Muslims.

Its first leader, in 1094, was Hasan i-Sabah, a Persian convert from the Shiite sect, who set up a power base in northern Persia, centered on the decrepit old fortress of Alamut in Kazvin.

The name “Hashashin” was not used by the members of Nizari Ismailis themselves, but was a derogatory term applied to them by their enemies, not only because it exposed them as murderers, but as users of something the Quran strictly forbade--hashish, to assist in mind controlling their assassins, as we’ll look at in more detail later on.

The followers of the Nizari Ismailis sect applied the name fedayeen to themselves, which means “martyrs,” or “those who sacrifice themselves for the cause.”

When the fedayeen were initiated, Hasan, during the ceremony, would announce to each initiate:

“Nothing is true;  everything is permitted.”

Does this not sound like Aleister Crowley’s “Do what thou wilt”?

Anyway, from his fortress at Alamut, Hasan succeeded in setting up a de facto Nizari kingdom in northern Persia, but he was surrounded by enemies--other rival Islamic sects, who all hated Hasan and his sect.

Thus Hasan trained his followers in the art of assassination, to deal with his rival Islamic enemies.

As Bernard Lewis put it in his 1967 book The Assassins:  A Radical Sect in Islam:

“Hasan found a new way, by which a small force, disciplined and devoted, could strike effectively against [an] overwhelmingly superior army.”

One of the greatest threats to the Nizari enclave was the Seljuk sultan Sanjar, who occupied a region where Hasan’s sect was beginning to spread into.

Sanjar raised an army to destroy Alamut, but was dissuaded from his campaign when he discovered a dagger on his pillow bearing the following message from Hasan:

“Let it not deceive you that I lie far from you on the rock of Alamut, because those whom you have chosen for your service are at my command and obey my direction.  One who could fix this poniard in your bed could also have planted it in your heart.  But I saw in you a good man and have spared you.  So let this be a warning for you.”

Soon the effectiveness of the Nizari methods spread fear across the Muslim world.

They were accused of assassinating a series of high-ranking Muslim leaders, and later a few Crusade leaders as well.

Some contemporary sources claimed that these killers sometimes made their services available for hire, on occasions, to certain European kings.

Does this not sound like an early version of an intelligence agency?

Indeed, this is exactly what it was, and we’ll see even more parallels thereto as we go along.

===================================

Legends of the Hashashin

Many stories have come down to us about the Hashashin, many of which are considered folklore by modern historians.

However, for reasons that will become obvious as we go along, these accounts sound highly probable, and describe everything we know to be true about modern intelligence agencies.

Anyway, one of these “legends” states that these fanatical killers were blindly loyal to their evil overlord (or “handler”), who was known as the “Old Man of the Mountain” (presumably Hasan and his successors), who dwelled in the impregnable mountain fortress of Almut, or the “Eagle’s Nest.”

Possessed of occult power and secret wisdom, he used drugs (such as hashish) and cunning ruses to brainwash his followers into slavish obedience, and would demonstrate his complete command over them by ordering guards to leap to their deaths from their watchtowers, which they willingly did.

These mind control victims were sent forth to infiltrate communities and courts, until activated by mind-control techniques, when they would strike without regard for their own survival.

These assassins embraced death, as they believed that dying for their “sacred cause” meant instant access to the “Garden of Paradise”--a fantasy land revealed to them by the trickery of the Old Man of the Mountain.

Does any of this sound familiar?

Can you say MK Ultra?

As time went on, the Hashashin worked with the Knights Templar and other secret societies across Europe--all the secret societies then, as now, were one big happy family.

And why?

Because they have always been run by Jewish supremacists.

Interestingly enough, the first significant reference made to the Hashashin in Europe was recorded in the travelogue of a Jew--a Spanish Sephardic rabbi named Benjamin of Tudela, who traveled across the Middle East and Persia between 1159 and 1173.

Also, the most influential account of the Hashashin came from the travelogue of Marco Polo, who, although not a Jew, was most certainly funded by the wealthy Jews of Venice, where he was from.

Isn’t it interesting that Europe would first find out about this sinister secret society from a Jewish rabbi and a man who was funded by Jews?

Was this Jewish supremacist propaganda to stir up more fear and / or hatred in Europe toward Muslims, to help fan the fire of the Crusades more?

============================

A close look at Polo’s account

Marco Polo’s detailed account of the Hashashin is most revealing.

He talked of a fabulous garden hidden in the mountains, where the fortress of Almut was located.

He also described an enigmatic sheikh who used drugs to indoctrinate his subjects.

Polo went on to say that this “Old Man of the Mountain” had:

“…caused a certain valley between two mountains to be enclosed, and had turned it into a garden, the largest and most beautiful that ever was seen.”

It was filled, he said, with fruit trees, elegant pavilions, and gilded palaces.

This wonder land, he continued, was also filled with:

“…numbers of ladies and the most beautiful damsels in the world,” singing and dancing “for the old man desired to make his people believe that this was actually Paradise [Heaven].  So he had fashioned it after the description that Mohammed gave of his Paradise.”

Polo went on to say:

“The Old Man kept at his court a number of the youths of the country, from 12 to 20 years of age, such as had a taste for soldiering.”

After filling their heads with tales of paradise, he would give them, according to Polo:

“…a certain potion [hashish] which cast them into a deep sleep.”

He would then have them brought into the Garden, so that when they awoke, they would believe themselves to be in the wonderful place he had told them about.

Here they were allowed to live in a state of bliss for a time, until the Old Man required their services, at which point they would be drugged once more, brought to his palace, and told, according to Polo:

“Go thou, and slay So and So;  and when thou returnest, my angels shall bear thee into Paradise.  And should thou die, nevertheless even so I will send my angels to carry thee back into Paradise.”

Motivated by this belief, said Polo:

“…there was no order of his that they would not affront any peril to execute, for the great desire they had to get back into that Paradise.”

This was mind control to the max.

-------------------------

Was the Hasashin sect really a “Muslim” creation, using hashish, employing sinister mind control tactics, and practicing esoteric, Cabalistic occultism, all of which are strictly forbidden by the Quran?

Hardly!

What it was, once again, was a Jewish supremacist-created secret society, plain and simple.

